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PRIESTTHORPE AND THE RECTORY OF 

BINGLEY 

BY E. E. DODD, M.A. 

THE occasion of this article' is the discovery of the 
accompanying map, dated 1592—the earliest 
known map of any part of Bingley and drawn 

by the well-known Yorkshire cartographer Christopher 
Saxton—along with the documents of a lawsuit of the 
following years, which throw some new light on the 
relation of the old "Vicarage " to the Church and 
Rectory of Bingley. This problem will be discussed 
later; but first let us look at the map. 

The charming little drawing of Bingley along the 
southern edge of the map, though it may be taken as 
an indication of the extent of the town at the close of 
the sixteenth century, is clearly diagrammatic and 
decorative rather than accurate. Saxton has no doubt 
plotted the lands in dispute accurately from an exact 
survey, but outside these limits the map is sketchy: 
the distance from the fields surveyed to the town, for 
instance, is considerably shortened. But the general 
lie of the roads, of some of the houses and of a few of 
the field divisions can be identified after three and a 
half centuries and in spite of the spread of building over 

1. Its "onelie begetter" is Mr W. E. Preston, who drew my attention 
to this document in the Public Record Office (E. 178/2746, 35 
Elizabeth, Hilary). I have since found a reference to it among 
W. Paley Baildon's notes in the Cartwright Memorial Hall; he justly 
observes " A good deal of it illegible " . The responsibility for 
the reading and interpretation is mine, but Mr Preston has 
generously supplied full copies of other evidence in the case (parts 
are printed in Baildon and the Baildons) and of many other 
documents from the Public Record Office and the British Museum, 
some of which are quoted below. Use has also been made of somo 
other documents in the Public Record Office and of others scattered 
through the various printed collections, 
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this area during the last hundred years.2 
The unnamed road leading north from the town is 

the present Park Road (formerly Toad Lane) and the 
house on its right, which formed the centre of the 
dispute, still stands; but the "Laithe" disappeared in 
1912 (a photograph is reproduced), bequeathing the 
name of Monk Barn on what had hitherto been known 
as the Old Vicarage. Beyond this house there have 'been 
some changes. Priestthorpe Green, still open a century 
ago and used as a parade ground by Chartists, was 
walled in a few years before the enclosure of Gilstead 
Moor; it was mentioned as late as 1877 in connection 
with some widenings and diversions of the adjoining 
roads. The road which doubles back southwards has 
during the last century been supplanted by Priestthorpe 
Lane, branching somewhat to the east; the widening 
towards the bottom of the map may indicate the 
approach to J,er Wood (which in 1819 still covered 
three or four acres and even now survives in a patch of 
waste land called the Wood). 

Anthony Walker's house has disappeared; a few 
years after the date of the map he became lord of the 
manor of Bingley and (probably) built, or rebuilt, Gaw-
thorpe Hall; this is much farther from the lane than the 
house shown by Saxton, but this is hardly sufficient 
evidence that Walker changed the site. Slater House, 
on the other hand, is just in the position of Beck House; 
and Long Lane is clearly Beck Lane (diverted in its 
north-western part to make way for the Canal). The 
name Castle Lane for the Keighley Road is (like Castle 
Fields) another pointer to the castle mentioned by 
Dodsworth (" nere the Church on a hill called Baley 
Hill ") but never satisfactorily located. 

2. Tithe maps of 1817 and 1819 show very little change: the West 
Field has disappeared in a mass of small closes, but the other fields 
have generally kept their boundaries, though the Canal may cut 
through them. Even on the Ordnance Map of 1852 building has 
hardly begun to encroach on the area, 
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Dimple Sike, which forms the northern boundary 
of Hall Bank, is named New Mill Gill on the modern 
map; the eastern boundary of the field corresponds with 
Hall Bank Drive and its south-eastern with Plevna 
Terrace; but the Canal cuts into it on the western side 
and its three closes have been swallowed up by streets 
and buildings, as also have Dove Croft and Sourfiat 
Close. Pond Ing and Hutterell Croft have similarly 
disappeared, but the Little Croft and the Fold remain 
with the gardens as the grounds of Monk Barn; William 
Croft is still a field, but its shape has changed. The 
West Field has been obliterated by Crossfiatts and the 
Railway; and although Vicar's Ing has not been built 
upon its shape cannot be recognised. 

These lands (coloured yellow on the original map 
and stated to contain 56 acres, 3 roods, 2 dayworks 
and 1 perch), with the house, were the matter at issue 
in 1593: were they "The parsonage howse and the 
glebe Landes thereto belonginge" or "The Mansion 
howse or Manner place of Priestthorp and the Demaines 
thereto belonginge " ? Is there any justification for the 
name Vicarage held by the house throughout the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries (and later Old 
Vicarage, still appearing on the Ordnance Map) ? 
And if so why did not—and do not—the Vicars of 
Bingley live there? 

Evidence was given in this case that the Vicars had 
in fact lived in the house, but only as tenants. Drax 
Priory, to which both Bingley Church and the property 
in Priestthorpe belonged, was dissolved in 1536. "Vicar 
Lange" (John Long, in possession at the time of the 
Dissolution) had paid 31i. rent to the Prior, and 
his successor Alexander Jennings had paid to the Crown 
lessee 20s. rent "for so much as he occupied "-" one 
chamber and a parlour underneath the same and certain 
parcels of grounde called backesides "; Samuel Oley, the 
Vicar at the time of the lawsuit, " did of late dwell 
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there and also paid rent. So far as is known no Vicars 
have lived at the " Vicarage " since. 

This document, taken in conjunction with the 
wealth of other evidence, some long known, much newly 
brought to light, makes it possible to attempt something 
like a connected history of Priestthorpe on the one hand 
and the Rectory of Bingley on the other, though some 
puzzles remain unsolved. The story begins with the 
charter of William Paganell,3 undated but fixed between 
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3. Thoresby Society : Publications, ii, 138. In the Domesday survey 
of Bingley no mention is made of a church and the existence of one 
before that date can only be conjectural, 
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1120 and 1140 by the mention of Thurstan, Archbishop 
of York. Paganell had founded the Priory of Drax, a 
convent of Augustinian Canons, who, though vowed to a 
monastic life, preached outside the monastery. He had 
built, or rebuilt, the Church of Bingley and now granted 
it, with much property in other places, including several 
churches, to the Priory. 

The next charter is that of Osbert de Bayeux, of 
unknown date but entered in the Charter Rolls early in 
the fourteenth century. It has been printed in a number 
of varying English versions. A full transcript of the 
Latin text is given in the appendix; here an analysis is 
attempted, involving, admittedly, some conjecture. It 
confirms to Drax Priory a carucate of land in Bingley 
which Osbert's ancestor William Paganell gave to the 
Canons and their Church of Bingley, namely the whole 
"town" (villa) of Prestorp, including extensive lands 
(whose boundaries are elaborately but confusingly 
defined). They seem to fall into four areas: (A) 
between the town and the wood; (B) between the wood 
and the road to Gildestede; (C) between the town and 
Dimpel, with the marsh, meadow and wood bounded by 
the stream running from Dimpel to the pool, as far as 
the culvert; and (D) between the town and Merstal 
round to the Gildestede road.' 

This involves a number of problems. First, the 
existence of Priestthorpe. No such name appears in 
Domesday. It seems improbable that a "town" (even 
if of only half a dozen dwellings) with a full carucate 

4. The area usually given for a carucate is 120 acres, but as the size 
of a mediaeval acre is unknown measurements are of little value. 
"Dimple" on Saxton's map makes unnecessary Speight's extension 
of Priestthorpe into Morton (01(1 Bingley, p. 292). He identifies 
the road to Gilstead with one passing through Crownest; this does 
not appear on the 1819 map—the present Ferncliffe Road must be 
the one meant. Mastall (which I take to be excluded) was a marshy 
piece of ground acquired by the Grammar School in the seventeenth 
century, now covered by the Canal and by coal wharves and railway 
sidings; the land north-east of this was known before it was divided 
up for building in 1864 as Priestthorpe Bottom Lands. 
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of land should have been carved out of the waste in the 
following half-century; at all events it is not mentioned 
in our copy of Paganell's charter. One might guess that 
he gave verbal permission to the Priest of his new 
Church to build himself a house on the waste (hence the 
name Priestthorpe and the firm belief which persisted 
in Bingley that it was the special property of the Vicar) 
that in succeeding years more and more of the waste 
was brought under cultivation and houses built, partly 
under direction of the Canons; and that finally they 
claimed the whole area as theirs and obtained this 
charter in confirmation. 

Whatever its origin, it must remain in doubt 
whether the charter was ever fully effective. Individual 
grants, such as that of Richard de Neuhale,5 may well 
have formed the basis of the possessions actually found 
in the hands of the Priory at the time of the Dissolution; 
but a royal decree' of 1318 (about the time when this 
charter was entered on th.e Roll) definitely states that" a 
messuage and 20 acres of land with meadow and waste 
in Presthorp" had been held by Nicholas, son of 
Henry de Presthorp, of William de Harecourt, lord of 
Byngeleye; and the deed of 1346, quoted below, makes 
no mention of Drax. 

But whether the charter was legally valid or not it 
is good evidence for the existence of a" town "of Priest-
thorpe in the fourteenth century; and it is disappointing 
not to find this on our sixteenth century map. A number 
of houses and cottages certainly existed, in the posses-
sion of the Priory, at the time of the Dissolution; if they 
were round the Green—the charter has been interpreted 
on this assumption—we must assume either that most of 
them disappeared in the following half-century or that 
Saxton did not trouble to mark them. Of the lands the 

5. Public Record Office, C.53/9, following Osbert's charter on the Roll 
• grant of four bovates and four tofts, and of the rent of 3s. due from 

Robert son of William de Alwaldelay for one bovate and one toft, 
all in Prestorp. 

6. Calendar of Close Rolls, 11 Edward II. 0.134/58/16. 
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general area is reasonably clear: it covers all the fields 
shown on Saxton's map except the West Field, presum-
ably a later acquisition, but also a much wider area to 
the east; and it may be noted that the map marks all the 
outer lands, except to the west of Dimple, " Part 
of Prestethorp ". 

In 1346 William de Aiwaidlay conveyed to William 
Webster7 and his wife " 3 acres 1 rood of land . . . as 
they lay in different places in the fields of Presthorp ". 
This document shows that the arable land was divided 
in customary fashion into strips and butts (though there 
is nothing to indicate that they were worked on any 
two-field or three-field system) ; the strips are small— 
one half-acre, the rest roods or half-roods. By the time 
of our map all the fields shown, at least, had been 
consolidated and enclosed; so there is not much 
correspondence in names. But one strip was called 
"Dympelland" and" le Saueringes "may be a part of 
Sourfiat Close. One butt" abutted towards Fernclif and 
was called Ibrigge " (Ebridge is at the south-eastern end 
of the area covered by the charter). But half an acre 
which "lay in Langelay in different places ", divided 
into "selions ", may well have been a later encroach-
ment on the moor (Langley Farm lies well to the north-
east of the lands included in the charter). 

The only property in Priestthorpe which can be 
proved to have belonged to the Priory is that shown on 
Saxton's map and seven other houses and cottages (with 
land amounting to upwards of eight acres) sold with it' 
in 1540. There were also some possessions in Bingley 

7. Yorkshire Archaeological Society : Record Series, lxxvi, 25. It is 
tempting, but hazardous, to connect 'William Webster with William 
Close, •south of the Green. Adjoining this field there is a building 
clearly belonging to the time of later extensions of the " Vicarage ", 
but standing on a basement which looks much older, with a barrel 
vault. Could this be the remains of a house of the old " town  

uninhabited by 1592 and therefore not marked on the map? 
8. See below, p. 13. 
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proper. One house and garden with three acres in the 
fields of Bingley was among the property in dispute in 
1593 and may perhaps be identified with that mentioned 
in another deed of 1346 (" the burgage of the Prior of 
Drax ") and recorded in an inquisition of 1383-4—pos-
sibly also with the one acre confirmed and two granted 
by Robert Villaine not to the Priory but " to the canons 
residing at Priestthorpe ", which might account for the 
claim that it was Church property? 

To return to Osbert's charter: it ends with the grant 
of wood for burning, building and making hedges; free 
pannage of the Canons' pigs and of their men fed within 
their court of Prestorp; and all the easements, etc., 
which William Paganell gave to them. Now these last 
included, for the lands covered by the earlier charter, 
"Soch & Sach & Tol & Thom & Ingfangthefe"; and 
the Prior in Edward I's reign defended his right to 
"soc, tol and assize of ale ". Whether these claims 
justified the description of Priestthorpe in 1593 as a 
manor is a question for mediaeval jurists; no records of 
any manor court have been found. 

Even the right of the Priory to the Church did not 
go unchallenged. In 1197 Pope Celestine had appro-
priated the Rectory to Drax, but in 1308 the claim was 
attacked in the Archbishop's Court.1° After several 
adjournments Archbishop Greenfield gave his decision 
in 1315 that the Church was lawfully granted to 
the Prior and Convent and that they might present one 
of their Canons to serve the Vicarage of Bingley. In 
1308, too, the Abbeys of Kirkstall and Rievaulx both 
disputed the right of Drax to collect tithes from their 
properties in Bingley. An agreement was made with 

9. Yorkshire Archaeological Society : Record Series, lxxvi, 22; Public 
Record Office, C.143/402/13; Turner, Ancient Bingley, p. 119. In 
1609 Richard Farrand was in possession of a messiage in Bingley 
with an acre of land in Bingley Field and two closes called Crosse 
Flatts in Micklethwayte, " all of which are parcel of the Rectory 
(W. P. Baildon, from Coleman Deeds). 

10. Burton, Monasficon Iboracense; Surtees Society; Publications, cxlix. 
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Rievaulx in 1312 by which tithes on certain lands were 
to be paid, while for the rest there was a composition of 
lOs. yearly (which was included in the valuation of the 
Rectory at the Dissolution and in all subsequent assess-
ments of tithes). 

The purpose of this article is not to solve the 
intricate legal problems which brought grist to the 
lawyers over the course of six centuries; but as most of 
our evidence is derived from the records of lawsuits it 
is well to be clear on the lawyers' use of terms. 
"Rectory" and "Parsonage" are used interchangeably 
(though sometimes "Rectory and Parsonage ") of the 
whole property with which the Church was endowed— 
mainly tithes, but including also the " advowson" 
or right to nominate the Vicar; the " Vicarage " is that 
part of the endowment—generally the tithes on produce 
other than growing crops—which was set aside for the 
Vicar's support. The complicated disputes arose from 
uncertainty whether the Priestthorpe property came 
under one of these headings, and if so which, or was to 
be classed among the "temporal possessions" of the 
Priory—property for the support of the community of 
Canons; in particular, whether the house was a 
"Vicarage House" (and if so whether it belonged to 
Rectory or Vicarage) or a " Manor House " of the 
Manor of Priestthorpe. 

In April, 1536, the Act for the Dissolution of the 
smaller monasteries was passed and in June John 
Scolay," clerk, was presented by the Crown as Rector of 

11. Calendar of State Papers, xxvi. For references from the 
Archbishops' Registers at York I am indebted to the Rev. Dr Purvis. 
The list of Vicars appears in Whitaker's Craven and elsewhere. The 
documents relating to Bailcion are in W. P. Baildon, op. cit.; be 
thinks that the " vicar of Bingley 1536-7 is probably a different, 
man ", but in the light of all the evidence there is no reason to 
doubt the identity. The name is also spelt (indiscriminately) 
Scholay, Scholey, Scoley; so also Jenings, Genyns, Jenys, Gennys. 
The association of John with Simon Scolay (husbandman) may be 
due to the fact that until 1539 monks were not given legal standing; 
a few years later John pleaded in his own name. 
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Bingley, receiving as stipend 81i. 8s. 4d. He is entered 
as Rector in the Archbishop's Register in the following 
year. In the accepted list of Vicars his name is wrongly 
inserted between those of Long and Jennings; the dates 
there given for the deaths of Long and Scolay are 
disproved by leases mentioned below. Scolay was a 
Canon of Drax and this may be regarded as a pension 
granted to him for the loss of his rights in the Priory. 
He was living in Bingley in 1528. Whether this was in 
defiance of monastic discipline is not clear; a few years 
later it seems that, scenting trouble in advance, he 
preferred the patronage of Thomas Cromwell to loyalty 
to his Order. In 1534 the Archbishop of York, replying 
to a letter from Cromwell in Scolay's favour, says 

if you knewe the man you would rather write 
to me to punishe hym than to favoure hym. He hathe 
now one hole yere been in Apostasie, wandring abrõde 
withougt licence or dispensation sufficient . . .", and 
refuses to return. 

Some five years earlier he had secured the 
chaplaincy of Baildon and was expelled, as he com-
plained, by force. Several years later complaint was 
made that "without any tytle of right" he was 
appropriating the revenues of Baildon Chapel—along, 
presumably, with those of Bingley Rectory. The latter 
(the tithe corn and wool) had been leased by the Prior 
in 1525 to Anthony Eltofts of Rushforth at 2Oli. a year 
for twelve years. On the expiry of this period the lease 
was granted in October, 1537, to John Scolay (jointly 
with Simon Scolay) for twenty-one years. In place of a 
stipend he took the revenues and paid a rent of 221i. to 
the Crown (the addition being 30s. for tithe lamb and 
lOs. for the composition paid by Rievaulx) ; in fact he 
became, as was usual in churches appropriated to 
monasteries, Lay Rector. 

Meanwhile, in September, 1536, the Vicar, John 
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Long," attempting perhaps to secure his own income in 
the uncertainty of the times, leased "the Church of 
Bingley for the term of 3 yeres next ensueing with all 
tythes, profitts commodities etc."—that is, the vicarial 
tithes—to George Paslow of Marlay for lOu. a year, 
adding that "the said George shall lay no claim to the 
Vicarage house nor the ground thereto belonging to the 
chanon [canons'] right which is 31i. of money and 6 acres 
of land lying in Bingelay Field and Mekylthwate field ". 
This is a clear reference to the rent which the Vicar had 
been paying to the Priory; was he hoping, now that the 
Priory was no more, to enjoy his house rent-free ? Soon 
after this Long died and was succeeded, July, 1537, by 
Alexander Jennings, another former Canon. He 
renewed the lease to Paslew, who on the strength of it 
(the saving clause is not mentioned) took possession of 
the mansion house of the said vicarage ". 

Then the storm broke, John and Simon Scolay,'3 
according to their complaint, were in peaceable occupa-
tion of the house when, the following January, some 
eighteen "riotous and evil disposed persons" led by 
Paslew and Jennings (and including Rychard Lang, who 
might be a relative of the late Vicar) "with force and 
arms that is to say with swords and bucklers clubs staffs 
bowes arrows and other weapons . . . in forceable 
manner the doors of the said house did break and entered 

12. John, parish priest of Bingley, is mentioned in the evidence at the 
notorious sorcery trial, 1510, recorded in the Archbishop's Register, 
but the extent to which he was involved is obscure. A leading figure 
in the " treasure hunt " was John Wilkinson, Canon of Drax, and 
the evidence seems to identify him with the Vicar of Bingley. But 
the date (in the list of Vicars) of John Long's institution is 
1504. The lease is from a copy by R. Holmes (1667) in 
the Harleian í1ISS. (British Museum) ; it is printed by Speight and 
(incompletely, with the (late 1537) by Turner. George, brother (or 
cousin!) of Walter Paslew of Riddlesden, would appear from the 
Muster Roll of 1539 (Thoresby Society : Publications, iv, 245) to 
have been the leading landowner of Bingley township. 

RI. Public Record Office, E.321/2/53, E.321/17/8, E.315/20/2 and 3; 
Calendar of State Papers, xxxii; Augmentation Book, ccx, fol. 4. 

li 
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into the same, and the household stuff and all other 
goods . . . did cast out of the same into the Kings high 
street ", so that the Rector "for the safeguard of his life 
was compelled to flee into the said Church of Bingley ". 
The defendants denied the riot as a mere slander by "a 
light malicious priest"; and perhaps the dramatic story 
is not to be taken too literally—Scolay had made a very 
similar allegation at Baildon. 

Neither party made good a legal claim to the house. 
The grant of the Rectory to the Scolays was confirmed 
(October, 1538)—this time with express reservation to 
the King of growing timber and of the advowson. 
Nothing further is heard of the timber; the nomination 
to the Vicarage continued to be made by the Crown for 
three centuries—in 1836 it was transferred to the newly 
founded Bishopric of Ripon and in 1918 to that of 
Bradford. The lease included a vague reference to 
"houses, buildings etc.", but was not deemed to cover 
the "manor place of Presthroppe ", which was already 
(July, 1538) let to Paslew with the lands belonging to it 
—on condition that he built a barn for the tithe corn and 
hay. This may seem to point to the origin of the barn 
shown in our illustration more probably he was allowed 
to keep this barn on condition of building another; 
Scolay later complained that, he had not done so, and 
perhaps he never did. 

Now or later, as stated above, he let two rooms to 
the Vicar. But the tenure of the latter appears to have 
been interrupted shortly after this: Thomas Blackburn& 
—a name otherwise unknown—is mentioned in the 
Register as Curate (i.e., Vicar) in 1541-2. Was Jennings 
suspended for disorderly conduct, or was his disappear-
ance due to the fall of Cromwell, who must have been 
responsible for his appointment as well as Scolay's, in 
1540? At all events he reappears in 1565. 

The litigious Rector in his complaint against George 
Paslew also alleged that he, with Walter Paslew and 
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Thomas Mawd, refused to pay the tithes due to him; and 
he obtained an order against Edmond Eltofts, who 
had "occupied all the revenues growing of the said 
parsonage for one whole year ". A few years later the 
Eltofts family became owners of the house and other 
property. In 1540 the Crown sold" to Richard 
Wilkinson and Thomas Drakes of Halifax, clothiers, 
among much other monastic property, the "manor place 
of prestthorpe" with six acres of land, let to George 
Paslowe, along with seven houses and cottages in 
Priestthorpe and four in Bingley. They in turn sold the 
house (with two other tenements) to the Eltofts. 

The Rectory, that is, the tithes with unspecified 
houses—amounting in fact to none at all—remained 
Crown property. Robert Wood,'5 brewer, of London, 
acquired the lease from the Scolays and obtained its 
renewal for twenty-one years in 1553. He challenged 
Paslew's claim to "the tithes of hay, calf and other tithes 
• . . as part of the Vicarage ", which Paslew had leased. 
The decree has not been found; the question was again 
in dispute in the last century. In 1563 he sold his lease 
to Edmond Eltofts (of Farnhill). But before its expiry 
a new lease was granted, in 1571, which has an interest 
of its own. A petition" was presented to Queen 

14. Public Record Office, E.318/1218 gives detailed rents, with a total 
price (including Faweather Grange), nominally at •twenty years' 
purchase but actually working out at eighteen, of 2311i. 15s.; the 
sum later quoted, 7871i. 15s., must include the Bolton Priory property 
at Kildwick and elsewhere. For the next sale two licences are 
entered in the Patent Rolls : 1548, sale to Anthony Eltoftes; 1555, 
to Ingram and Henry Eltoftes; elsewhere the sale is said to be to 
Edmond Eltoftes for life, then to Ingram and Henry; Henry, the 
survivor, joined with another Edmond in the later sale to Wade. 

15. Public Record Office, C.3/190/79. In 1574 Wood's widow sued 
Eltofts for part of the purchase price. The lease is described here, but 
never elsewhere, as of " a moiety of the Parsonage and Rectory " 
possibly the Priestthorpe property, already in the possession of 
Eltofts, was deemed to be the other half. 

10. Public Record Office. E.310/20/173/6, 7, 8. " Progenitors " evidently 
means predecessors. The Rebellion is the Rising of the Northern 
Earls. 15C), which also cost Walter Paslew, grandson of the Walter 
mentioned in note 12, his liberty, as related elsewhere in these pages, 

r 
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Elizabeth by William Gourley, 
" one of yr mats late cappens in Irlande . . . as well in 
consideracon of his poore and humble service heretofore doune 
unto your matie and noble progenytors by the space of twenty 
yeres and last of all in the late Rebellion in the North under 
the right honorable Earl of Sussex, in respect of the utter losse 
of the one of his leggs in the service aforesaid, by the which 
and the curing thereof he is so fare brought indebted and 
hehynde hand as he is in daungier unto manye, and yet never-
thelesse ready to sheade his bloode whilste he hath lief to the 
uttermoste in your Mats Quarrel!  

praying for the grant of a lease of lands and tenements. 
He was granted "the Parsonage of Bingley . . . by 
year xxii. vi s. viii d."; if he had to pay this rent (a very 
small reduction) the grant would still provide a 
considerable pension, for the value of tithes in relation 
to that of money was rising rapidly. 

The lease was for twenty-one years, but in 1581 a 
new grant was made; the war veteran may have been 
dead, but no record has been found of any payment to 
his heirs for the unexpired years. The new lease" was 
at the old rent of 221i., for life successively to William, 
Edward and Thomas Ball—evidently pure speculators: 
if the 201i. recorded is all they paid for the grant they 
certainly made a good bargain; but they set on foot 
litigation to extend their claims. First there was the case 
of 1593, for which Saxton drew his map: William Ball 
claimed as part of the Rectory the "Vicarage House ", 
which the Eltofts had now sold to Robert Wade, another 
Halifax clothier, for 3601i. Wade alleged that "divers 
writings and evidences" were in the hands of William 
Webster, Vicar of Calverley, who agreed that he had 
seventeen such documents (twelve concerning Priest-
thorpe and Bingley) bound together in his custody. 
(What a treasure this volume would be!) Other 
evidence in the case has been quoted above; the decree 
has not been found, but evidently Ball's case failed. 

17. British Museum, Additional Charters, 39984(38). 
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The remaining history of the " Vicarage House" is 
straightforward. Michael Dobson was already the 
tenant of Wade; the Dobson family became owners and 
held it for many years—one Thomas Dobson was 
Constable of Bingley in 1664-5, another gave some 
cottages in Priestthorpe for almshouses. Later the 
Hulbert family lived there and the adjacent portion of 
Park Road is still called Hulbert Hill. At the close of the 
century the "Vicarage" momentarily recovered its 
ecclesiastical associations: for a few years (from June, 
1900) it was the home of the Ripon Diocesan Lady 
Workers, locally known as the Grey Ladies. In the 
intervening centuries it has undergone much alteration 
and extension, but a good deal of the old building 
remains; the present owners and occupiers are Mr and 
Mrs B. L. Jagger, to whom we are indebted for the loan 
of the photograph of the barn. 

Where the Vicars lived until the end of the 
eighteenth century is unknown. When the second 
Richard Hartley became Vicar in 1797 he was already 
in possession of a house as Master of the Grammar 
School of Bingley; and the next Vicar, James Cheadle, 
occupied it for a few years while the Mastership was 
vacant. In 1840 a vicarage was built in the Keighley 
Road, which did duty for less than a century. It is a 
pleasant coincidence that the Vicar has now found a 
home in Hall Bank Drive, within the demesnes of the 
original "Vicarage House ". 

The tithes had a more chequered history." In 
1594-5 Ball extended his lawsuit, to assert his right to the 
full profits of the Rectory, which nominally included the 
tithes of corn, grass, wool, flax, hemp and lambs. It had 
become customary for some of the landowners to 

4 

18. This is based on documents and copies preserved in Bingley Church 
(to which the Vicar kindly gave me access) and among the Perrand 
MSS. and W. P. Baildori's notes in the collections at Cartwright 
\l1emoriaI Hall, 

ii 
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compound for their tithes by means of leases; Ball 
demanded tithe in kind. The Court found that tithe in 
kind was due, but decreed that the holder of the Rectory 
should grant leases at an increased rent of not more than 
twopence in the shilling—a recognition of the decline in 
the value of money, made clearer by the next transaction. 

The following year, 1596, the Balls were authorized 
to sell the lease for 7151i. to two agents acting for a group 
of Bingley landowners. The transaction was not com-
pleted until 1605, when five Londoners headed by Sir 
Thomas Sherley appear as owners of the lease. The 
money (7051i. was the sum actually paid, but legal and 
other expenses increased this by more than 1501i.) was 
advanced by Richard Sunderland, yet another Halifax 
clothier. Four years later he also bought the Crown rent 
of 221i. a year. Most of the landowners then bought 
from him both the tithes due from their lands and the 
corresponding share of the rent. 

One of these found on his death-bed that this lay 
heavy on his conscience. John Bynnes of Rishforth in 
his will (January, 1662/3) reflects that by this purchase 
"the Vicarage of Bingley is of verie Low and inconsider-
able endowment and that I conceive a charge lyes upon 
us in foro Divino to make upp a sufficient maintainance 
for a minister there"; and bequeaths 40s. a year for 
ever to the Vicars of Bingley, "hopeing in God the zeale 
of other good Christians wilbee stirred up to do the like 
that the dispencers of the misteries of godlieness may 
not be rendered desipicable [sic] by their poverty or 
poore spirited by their dependence upon their rich 
neighbours for necessary maintainance ". Whatever 
the justice of this reflection, it is fair to observe that the 
tithes which the landowners had acquired had never 
belonged to the Vicar from the time when the Church 
became the property of Drax Priory. 

There is no record that any "good Christian" took 
the hint apart from Sunderland's son Samuel, who made 
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large bequests to the Church, the School and the Poor, 
and possibly his descendant John Sunderland, who 
"about 1712" conveyed the unsold tithes to James 
Roberts; but if the date is right this cannot have been 
an endowment, for Roberts had resigned the Vicarage 
in 1710. He certainly treated them as his private 
property and this led to further trouble: he sold them 
to Thomas Fell, whose heiress married William Penny 
(a clergyman, but not Vicar of Bingley). The latter for 
a time was content with small annual payments from a 
few of the landowners, but in 1818 he set the large 
landowners by the ears by claiming tithes in kind from 
all of them. They formed an association for their legal 
protection and were able to show that most of them 
owned their rectorial tithes; Penny dropped the lawsuit 
which he had begun. 

The Vicar continued to live on the small tithes. 
Those of Jonathan Fairbank (1662-87) were collected 
by his grandson, who in later years reported that all the 
inhabitants paid except a few Quakers. A tithe book for 
a few years of the eighteenth century has survived, 
showing the individual payments from all the occupiers 
in the wide parish, often no more than sixpence for each 
quarter. After the Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 
James Cheadle, who became Vicar the following year, 
proposed a commutation. The landowners failed to 
come to an agreement with him and in 1844 the Assistant 
Tithe Commissioner made his award, which was put into 
force two years later: the tithe of hay belonged to the 
Vicar, those on all other crops as well as on wool and 
lambs to the landowners; a few of the small tithes were 
paid in fixed sums (such as ld. for a foal, ld. for a 
swarm of bees), the rest were still due in kind—that is, 
were reckoned at their current value. The landowners' 
tithes were valued at 3301i. a year (which would in effect 
be incorporated in the rents), the Vicar's (to provide 
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his stipend) at 2751j. So matters stood until 1923, when 
the largest estate, the Ferrands', was about to be broken 
up. Negotiations" were set on foot which resulted in 
the redemption of virtually all the tithes at nineteen 
years' purchase, giving the Vicar a guaranteed income 
of something like 3001i. a year and leaving only an 
insignificant remnant to be wound up under the Tithes 
Acts of 1925 and 1936. 

One more right was included in the Rectory—the 
ownership of the "middle Quire" of the Church, where 
the principal tithe-owners erected their pews. One 
belonged to the "Vicarage" (the house) and the seats 
were shared (by will) among members of the Dobson 
family. Robert Parker of Marley Hall, having put up a 
pew, was involved in disputes—especially with the 
Vicar, James Roberts: "wee had a noble stirr (spent 5 
or 6 hours) "—which dragged on nearly thirty years 
before his claim was confirmed in 1708; and these were 
renewed long after the family had left Bingley, when 
the Ferrands took possession of the pew and politely, but 
very firmly, refused to give it up. In theory the owner-
ship of the Rectory also involved the obligation to keep 
the Choir in repair, but this tradition has not been 
maintained: rights, it seems, are more tenaciously held 
than duties. 

19. I owe this information to Mr J. Foster Beaver, of Bingley, who 
(without legal assistance or expense) carried the transaction through. 

o 
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Inspeximus eciam cartam confirmacionis quam Osbertus de 
Bahius fecit deo et predictis ecciesie et Canonicis in hec verba. 
Omnibus sancte matris ecciesie fihiis presentibus & futuris 
Osbertus de Babius salutem in domino. Omnia illa que a 
deuocione fidelium pauperibus et deo servientibus collata sunt 
subsidia subveniendo non fovere anime 'constat esse periculum 
multum vero periculosiu-s deuota subtrahere. ldeo uniuersitati 
vestre innotescere dignum esse curaui omnia illa que ab 
antecessoribus meis sunt concessa yel confirmata fidelibus me 
etiam concessisse et presenti carta mea confirmasse deo videlicet 
et ecciesie beati Nicholi de Drax et Canonicis ibidem seruientibus 
unam carucatam terre in territorio de Bingelai quam Williamus 
Paganellus antecessor meus donauit prenominatis Canonicis et 
ecciesie sue de Bingelai. Scilicet totam villam de Prestorp cum 
omnibus prtinentibus totam videlicet terram arrabilem que est 
inter eandem villam et nemus versus Aquilonem et totam terram 
inter nemus et viam que tendit a Prestorp ad Gildestede versus 
orientem ab illo loco qui vocatur Dunpel ex abtera parte yule versus 
occidentem et austrum totam terram cum marisco et prato et 
nemore sicut riuulus qui detendit del Dunpel in vivarium 
circumcingit usque ad terrenum pontem. Et abinde totam terram 
que est inter sepedictam villam de Prestorp et Merstal per 
circuitum usque ad prenominatam viam que tendit a Prestorp ad 
Gildestede versus orientem. Et de bosco rneo quantum usui eorum 

20. The original charter cannot be traced; from two of the witnesses' names 
it would appear to date from the latter part of the twelfth century. The 
above is a transcript (with abbreviations expanded) of the entry in the 
Charter Rolls in the Public Record Office (C.53/9 ; Calendar, 1300-26). 
Other spellings of the name—do Baiocis, de Baixis—appear to derive from 
a different copy of the charter but are equally possible Latinisations of 
Bayeux; Bayion must be an erroneous conjecture. Burton's version 
(Monasticon Eboracense, p.101) is stated to be from " Cartul. de Drax 
p.87"; Dodsworth's (in Thoresby Society's Publications ii, p.138) "out 
of Drax Coucher"; while Randall Holmes' abstract (in the Harleian 
MSS., British Museum) is said to be based on the original charter. 
Turner prints three separate versions (Ancient Bingley, pp. 77, 85, 119) 
his "vinyard" is based on the reading vinarium for vivarium, "fish-
pond ". There is a tradition of a pool in or near Main Street; the 
culvert" (my guess for terrenum pontem.) must of course remain con-

jectural, 

•1 

o 
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opus fuerit ad comburendum et edificandum et ad sepes faciendas 
rationabiliter pr visum Forestarum meorum et pannagium 
porcorum & hominum suorum nutritorum in Curia sua de Prestorp 
quietum. Has prenominatas terras cum assiamentis concessi et 
confirmaui presenti carta sepedictis Canonicis in puram et 
perpetuam elemosinam libere et quiete tenendas pro redemptione 
anime mee & omnium antecessorum meorum cum omnibus 
adquietacionibus assiamentis et communionibus et pascuis et 
libertatibus quas Williamus Paganelius dedit eis et confirmauit 
tenendas in bosco in piano et in omnibus aliis locis predicte yule 
pertinentibus. Teste Adam fihio Petri, Petro de Aitofano, Rogero 
de Foderinghes, Maugero de Stiueton', Ricardo de Monte Alto, 
Roberto Gentii, Radulfo vilani, Adam de Clayton', Rogero de 
Rungeton', Simone de Barsketon', et aiiis. 



GODBRIGG IN MANNINGHAM 

BY WILLIAM E. PRESTON 

I N the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 
the township of Bradford was awakening to that 
great industrial activity which has marked its 

history during the last 150 years. It meant, apart from 
other branches of trade, a considerable impetus to the 
building industry in providing dwellings for the rapidly 
increasing number of inhabitants. A steady expansion 
was taking place, factories and streets intruding on what 
had been an undisturbed countryside. To this change 
must be attributed the loss of much that was picturesque, 
and many old buildings of historic interest were dis-
placed by more pretentious, if less artistic, structures. 
Slowly, as the years sped their course, the natural beauty 
of the valley known from time immemorial as Bradford-
dale began to disappear. 

The natural configuration of the lower reaches of 
Bradford-dale has suffered more by the demands of 
industry than has its upper reaches. For example, there 
has been an immense amount of surface disturbance 
consequent on the cutting of the canal which runs from 
Shipley to Bradford, the extensive quarrying of building 
stone on the valley's eastern flank at Bolton, scarifying 
what were until that time tree-clad slopes, and later, the 
laying of the railway and the development of necessary 
roads for increasing traffic. All this has contributed to 
the change in the character of the landscape. 

Through Bradford-dale flowed a small river now 
known as the Bradford Beck, over which were many 
bridges of different kinds. Some were of great age, and 
all were built to meet the convenience of townsfolk and 
of wheeled vehicles passing through the town, when 
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heavy flood waters made the usual shallow ford 
crossings impassable: 

These bridges are now gone, and their sites lost 
beneath the streets of the modern and busy town. The 
names of some of them survive in street names; for 
example Bridge Street, Sunbridge Road and Ivegate. On 
the long stretch of the river other bridges may have 
existed, and they, having served their purpose, fell into 
decay or were washed away in time of flood, and never 
having been rebuilt their names are forgotten. 

It is probable that a bridge of some antiquity 
crossed the stream at Manningham, and the presentation 
of evidence in support of that probability is the purpose 
of the present article. 

In the late sixteenth century certain lands which 
lay at the bottom of the valley in Manningham were 
the subject of litigation. They were parcel of the manor 
of Bradford then belonging to Queen Elizabeth as of 
her right in the Duchy of Lancaster. 

It appears that in the year 1586 John Brograve, 
esquire, the Queen's Attorney General of the Duchy, 
exhibited an information in the Duchy Chamber at the 
Palace of Westminster to establish, as it was alleged, 
the Queen's right to a messuage and eight acres of land, 
meadow and pasture in Manningham, known by the 
names of Godbrigge, Godbriggroyd, and Godbrigg Ings. 
The property was then in the occupation of William 
Northropp. It was said that Northrop had intruded 
into these lands and taken the profits thereof for ten 
years past to her Majesty's disherison. 

The lands in dispute were said to lie between the 
lands of one William Northropp on the south side and 
the lands of the lords of Heaton and Frizinghall on the 
north part, and abutted on the river which ran from the 
town of Bradford unto the River of Ayre. It is possible 
to obtain some idea of the location of these lands 
from the seventeenth century map which accompanies 
Mr Wilfrid Robertshaw's article on the township of 
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Manningham in the seventeenth century, which appears 
in an earlier part of this journal.' 

Two commissioners, William Rogers and William 
Currer, were appointed to hold an inquiry at Bradford, 
which was to take place on April 14, 28 Elizabeth 
(1586), to prepare a number of interrogatories to 
be administered on behalf of the plaintiffs and the 
defendant, and to take depositions. 

The first witness called to answer questions on 
behalf of the Queen was James I1lingworth of Bradford, 
yeoman, aged eighty years. He said that he knew the 
township or hamlet of Manningham and that the same 
was parcel of her Majesty's Duchy of Lancaster, and 
that he had known the same for the space of three score 
years. 

Of the quantity of land there, he thought there were 
nine oxgangs of freehold land, but knew not what rent was 
paid or service due for the same, saving that John Northropp 
yearly used to come to Bradford Crosse with a hound in leash 
and a home and bleweth the same there, and did conduct the 
queen's grave of the manor of Bradford with her Majesty's 
rents unto Tickhill or Pontefract yearly. The which he doth 
take to be the service done in respect of the tenure of six 
oxgangs parcel of the nine oxgangs of land, and further he 
said that William Northropp, grandfather of the said John 
Northropp, hath been accompted and taken in his time to 
have been the ancient tenant of the said six oxgangs of land 
.and that one William Smyth was also reputed to have been 
ancient tenant of the other three oxgangs. 

He further deposed that the said John Northrop was 
now tenant of two of the oxgangs thereof and Thomas Lister 
occupied two oxgangs and Alexander Musgrave one other 
oxgang, but who occupied the residue he did not know. 

He hath heard it reported that the eight acres of land 
now in variance or else some other lands now in the tenure 
of Umphray Lister are parcel of the six oxgangs of land 
sometime in the tenure of the said William Northropp, 
grandfather of the said John Northropp. He did know one 
Sir William Calverley, knt., father of Walter Calverley, esq., 
but he had never heard that Sir William Calverley, knt., 
bought any part of the six oxgangs of freehold land aforesaid 

1. New Series, pt. xxvii, 1935. 
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being of ancient time one Thomas Northropp's or that he 
had even bought the six oxgangs, neither was he able to say 
whether Sir William Calverley, knt., at the time he was 
steward of Bradford did let two acres and a half of land to 
find a light in the church of Calverley." 

John Northrop, of Manningham, aged about 
seventy-six years, said that he knew that there were six 
oxgangs of freehold land in Manningham for he had 
evidence that made mention thereof, but what other 
freehold land there was in the town he did not know. 
For the services that were done for the same he agreed 
with the former witness, James Illingworth. He further 
stated that he himself had done the same service up to 
that day, that every oxgang of land was supposed to 
contain twelve or fourteen acres, and that the said six 
oxgangs lay in various fields and not all together. 

Jonas Roods, of Manningham, husbandman, aged 
about four score years, said (amongst other things) that 
his remembrance did not extend to the knowledge of the 
said William Smith, named in the deposition of James 
Illingworth, but only to Robert Smith, son of the said 
William. 

On the part of the defendants other witnesses were 
sworn and examined, but as their testimony was of some 
length and lacking in historical interest only matter 
bearing on the subject of this paper has been selected. 

James Illingworth was again called and to the first 
question in the interrogatory prepared for the defence 
said: 

That William Northropp, the defendant, was known to 
him and that he knew the messuage situated in the north end 
of the town of Manningham and the said lands called 
Godbrigge rode or Godbrigg Ings and that the same land lay 
between the lands late of William Northropp on the south side 
and the lands of Robert Craven of Frizinghall on the north 
part and some part abutted upon the river which ran from 
the town of Bradford into the river of Ayre and was in the 
tenure or occupation of the said William Northropp the 
defendant and that he had known the said lands the space of 
three score and ten years and that the said lands are the 
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lands in variance, and that the defendant had not any more 
lands of his inheritance in Manningham. 

That the said Sir Walter Calverley, knt., was seized of 
an estate of inheritance of the said messuage and premises 
and reputed to be the lord of the said lands. He leased the 
same to one William Northropp, grandfather of the said 
defendant, for divers years, afterwards by his deed he granted 
the said premises to John Northropp, father of the defendant, 
and his heirs for ever. It was about fifty years or more since 
the grant was made. After the death of the said John 
Northropp the said messuage and premises did come to the 
said William Northropp, his son and heir, and it was thirty 
years since John the father died." 

John Webster of Bradford, yeoman, of the age of 
four score years, gave evidence of a similar nature. 

John Northende, the elder, of North Bierley, aged 
about seventy-seven years, said that Sir William 
Calverley, knt., deceased, son and heir of the said Sir 
Walter Calverley, by his deed ratified and confirmed the 
estate and grant made by the said Sir Walter to John 
Northropp and his heirs for ever. 

It would appear that in addition to the evidence 
of the various witnesses on the behalf of William 
Northrop, the defendant in this very interesting suit, 
there was other important material produced to 
substantiate his claim to the ownership of the freehold 
messuage and lands called Godbrigg and Godbrigge 
Ings. The evidence was of such an important character 
as to resolve the court's decision in favour of 
Northrop. The decree, which is dated November 14, 
1586, summarizes the evidence of William Northrop :— 

The defendant by way of answer to the bill of complaint, 
alledged that one Walter Calverley, late of Calverley, knt., 
deceased, being seized in fee amongst other things of and in 
one messuage with appurtenances situated in the north end of 
Manningham and certain grounds called Godbrigrode, did by 
his deed dated in the month of October, 23 Henry VIII (1531) 
grant the same lands to one John Northropp, deceased, father 
of the defendant and his heirs for ever, who by vertue of the 
said deed occupied the same all his life and died thereof so 
seized, whereby the same descended to the defendant as son 
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and heir of the said John who by force thereof entered and was 
thereof seized accordingly and so justified his occupation of 
the same premises alledging and averring that the land 
called Godbrigge and Godbriggings and the grounds 
called Godbriggrode were all one thing and not divers, 
and had been as well known by the name of God-
briggrode as of Godbrigg and Godbrigginge, and denied 
her Majesty's seisin in the same in fee in right of the said 
Duchy. The defendant did further show in open court at the 
time of the hearing of the said cause one deed dated the 22nd 
year of King Richard the Second (1398-1399) whereby 
Elizabeth de Vynes did grant to Geifrey de Leaventhorpe and 
to John Pickard in fee one certain parcel of land called God-
briggrode amongst other lands. And one other deed dated 
April 10, 1 Henry. VII (1486) whereby one John Wyke did 
grant to Thomas Calverley in fee half a close of land and 
meadow called Godbrigrode. He also did show one indenture 
dated January 22, 20 Henry VII (1505) whereby Christopher 
Calverley did demise a close called Godbrigrode to one 
William Northrope for the term of twenty-nine years paying 
sixteen shillings yearly rent for the same. 

One other deed dated the last day of August, 22 Henry 
VII (1506) whereby the said Christopher Calverley, son and 
heir of the said Thomas Calverley, did grant to one Richard 
Calverley in fee one messuage, and one close of land and 
meadow called Godbrigrode, and that the said Christopher 
Calverley did by his writing of the same date release to the 
said Richard Calverley in fee all his right and title in the 
same. 

And also one other deed dated April 28, 11 Henry VIII 
(1519) whereby the said Richard Calverley did grant to 
Thomas Tempest, Rauffe Gascoyne, John Wakefield and 
Henry Thornhill in fee a messuage and one close calle"d 
Godbrigrode in Manningham in the occupation of one 
William Northrope the elder among other lands. 

And one other deed dated December 26, 16 Henry VIII 
(1524) whereby the said Richard Calverley did grant a 
messuage with appurtenances in Manningham called God-
brigrode of the yearly rent of 16s. 6d. then in the tenure of 
William Northrope to Nicholas Calverley in fee. 

And one other deed dated October 26, 23 Henry VIII 
(1531) whereby Walter Calverley, knt., did give and grant to 
John Northrop and his heirs one messuage and one close of 
meadow called Godbrigrode in Manningham as the same did 
lie between the lands of William Northrope on the south and 
the lands of the lords of Heaton and Frizinghall on the north 
and abutteth upon the river or water than runneth from the 
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town of Bradford unto Ayre, and also a bond for CU. for the 
quiet enjoyment of the same. 

And also one other release dated July 14, 25 Henry VIII 
(1533) made by Thomas Tempest and others to John Northrope 
and his heirs of a messuage and a close of meadow called 
Godbrigrode. 

And also one other release dated May 26, 34 Henry VIII 
(1542) whereby William Calverley, esquire, did release and 
quitclaim to the said John Northrope and his heirs all his 
right and title in one messuage and in one close and meadow 
called Godbrigrode as by the several recited conveyances 
appeared at large. 

It was shewn that the defendant on the evidence of the 
various witnesses and by the production of the said deeds had 
entered into the same and was seized of an estate of 
inheritance and so occupied the same a long time. And that 
the said land called Godbrig and Godbriggingc and the said 
ground called Godbrig rode were several parcels and closes 
and all belonging to the said messuage and tenement. And 
for that there was not any certain or apparent matter shewed 
to entitle her Majesty to the said premises or to any part 
thereof in such sort as the information was alledged. 
Therefore it is this present Monday being the 14th day of this 
instant November in the 28th year of her Majesty's reign 
[1586] by the Chancellor and Council of this Court ordered 
and decreed that the said defendant his heirs and assigns 
shall at all times hereafter peaceably occupy use possess etc. 
the said messuage and lands without any manner of trouble 
disturbance or interruption of any person claiming the same 
by from or under her Majesty or any of her progenitors or 
any others from whom her Majesty clavmeth." 

It would appear from the decree of the Court that 
William Northrop had an inalienable right to the 
property in question. The proceedings have many 
points of interest, one being the mention in James 
Illingworth's evidence of the ancient feudal tenure 
under which the Northrops successively held their 
lands in Manningham. Here is a contemporary account 
of a Northrop's yearly visit to the market cross at 
Bradford with horn and hound to perform the ceremony 
of hornblowing, a service which appears from the 
evidence to have survived until the end of Elizabeth's 
reign. 

o 
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The early deeds produced by William Northrop in 
support of his title to the messuage and lands in dispute 
provide some interesting sidelights on the Calverley 
family descent, as well as on that of the Northrop 
family. Of the latter references to several generations 
are given which cover an obscure period in the history 
of the family, whose descent has been something of a 
problem to local historians. 

From the evidence afforded by the numerous deeds 
submitted for inspection it appears that the name 
Godbrigg persisted from so early a date as the year 1399 
until the end of the sixteenth century, which indicates 
that the place had some well-established local 
characteristic. It would seem almost certain that the 
premises in question derived their name at an early 
period in their history from their proximity to a bridge, 
known as Godbrigg, spanning the river at that point, 
linking a track or road used by persons passing to 
and from settlements on either side. The lands 
adjoining the structure known as Ings and Rodes took 
the name of the bridge to distinguish them from other 
lands. It is probable that the bridge was of a date long 
anterior to that of the first deed cited; it might also have 
ceased to exist as a structure at the time of the 
inquisition. 

It is difficult to discover the origin of the unusual 
name Godbrigg and why it had taken a local applica-
tion. The theory advanced to account for its origin is 
intended to be purely tentative but it is hoped that it 

may stimulate interest in some person who can speak 
on the subject with authority. In the word Godbrigg 
the second syllable, 'brigg', is derived from the Anglo-
Saxon 'brycg, bricg', meaning a bridge. The first 
syllable, 'god', presents a difficulty. The different 
authorities seem to be agreed that place names where the 
first syllable 'god' appears, as in Godmundingham in 
the East Riding of Yorkshire, the site of a pagan 
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temple, Godney near Glastonbury, Godmanchester in 
Huntingdonshire, Godley in Cheshire, amongst other 
places of a like syllabic character, indicate pagan sites 
consecrated to christian worship. The word 'god' has 
a Norse origin being derived from 'godi', a priest. 

The question naturally arises, is there anything to 
be found in the neighbourhood of Godbrigg which might 
have been associated with pagan ritual? 

At the northern extremity of Manningham as 
illustrated in the seventeenth century map previously 
referred to, a road or lane is shown running eastward 
in the direction of the stream running from Bradford, 
where it seems to terminate. It is at this point that one 
would expect to find a river crossing, otherwise there 
appears no useful purpose for such a road. Such a 
bridge would be necessary for people crossing the 
valley to reach the high lands of Bolton, Idle and 
Eccleshill. 

It is not outside the bounds of probability that on 
one of these elevated sites there stood in ancient times 
some pagan structure which eventually succumbed to 
the stronger forces of christianity, which happened to 
so many places of the kind due to the zealous labours 
of the early christian missionaries. Out of such sites 
grew christian churches. There is evidence that there 
was a numerous population of primitive people 
inhabiting our local hill tops, as instanced in the stone 
circles, earthworks, tumuli, inclosures, rock carvings 
and flint and bronze implements which local research 
has brought to light. But on the particular uplands of 
Idle and Eccleshill the finds are not so much in 
evidence. This is due largely to the fact that a great 
part of the area has been disturbed by quarrying and 
agriculture. At Idle Roman coins have been found. 
Mr J. Horsfafl Turner says, "the Romans had two 
vicinal ways crossing Eccleshill township, one passing 
by the ridge of the hill from Tong Street and Bradford 
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Moor to Norman Lane and Wrose, the latter a British 
name." 

In speaking of the derivation of the place name 
Eccleshill, Dr Moorman says, "much may be said 
on behalf of the theory that the name Eccles is derived 
from the Latin—originally Greek—word ecciesia, a 
church, and indicates that all place names in which the 
theme Eccles occurs either alone or in combination 
with ton, ford, etc., mark the sites of Romano-Celtic 
churches in England. The Latin word ecclesia was 
introduced into many of the Celtic dialects of Britain 
and has left its mark on local nomenclature." John 
James, in the continuation of his History of Bradford, 
says of Eccleshill, "It does not appear that in ancient 
times any ecclesiastical structure stood here, but there 
is a place called 'Chapel Flatts' where human bones 
have been found." There is also a well in the township 
known from the seventeenth century as a holy well, but 
whether or not it had borne the name of some particular 
saint it has not been possible to discover. 

The question arises as to whether or not in the 
documents herein recited a clue is to be found to some 
ancient track or passage to a site dedicated to pagan 
worship which marked the uplands of Eccleshill or 
Idle, and which was afterwards transformed to 
christian usage. Such a way possibly crossed the 
stream dividing Manningham and Bolton by a bridge 
known as Godbrigg, which stood near the Ings and 
Roids in question and from which the lands derived 
their names. 

The careful scrutiny of ancient deeds relating to 
lands in the locality might reveal further evidence in 
field names to support such a theory, deeds seemingly 
being the only source of information now available in 
the absence of remains of archaeological interest. It 
is a subject open to prõfitable historical investigation. 



BARN AT LIDGET IN CLAYTON 

OLD COTTAGE AT LIDGET 



LIDGET IN CLAYTON 

BY Ivy HOLGATE 

T
HE small farmstead of Lidget in the township of 
Clayton in the parish of Bradford possesses no 
arresting feature which might indicate a link 

with bygone days. It has, in fact, been given but scant 
mention by local historians. But in this small farm-
stead there lies the nucleus of one of Bradford's most 
populous districts—Lidget Green. As at Kipping in 
Thornton during those troublous days of the 
seventeenth century that followed the passing of the 
Act of Uniformity, a church was formed tat Lidget 
under the leadership of one Richard Whitehurst, and 
a congregation of Dissenters drawn from Horton, 
Allerton, Clayton and the heights above, met there for 
worship in an outbuilding. 

It would seem that Lidget has its origin in 
the remote past. The name is by no means uncommon; 
in etymology it indicates loud water, or roaring water, 
the peoples' well or the gateway to the peoples' well. 
Places so named are usually located near to an ancient 
highway where, probably from time out of mind, there 
could be found in all seasons a plentiful supply of 
water. We have similar examples in Ludgate and 
uddenden. A never failing supply of water was of 

paramount importance to the folk of bygone days; 
where such an abundance was found a man built his 
house—it was the deciding factor in choosing the site— 
and in times of plague and pestilence a great boon. Such 
a place must Lidget have been in past centuries. 

The farmstead stands alone at a point where the 
Bradford Road in Clayton dips down between two low 
hills. Between those hills, and adjacent to the farm, runs 
a stream called Lidget Beck which runs northward for 
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a little distance where it enters Buligreave Wood and 
there it is known as Buligreave Beck. Still a little further 
north it joins Bradford Beck. In addition to the Beck, 
Lidget is supplied with water from several springs or 
wells. 

Lidget is frequently named in documents which 
refer to the upkeep of the old highway between the farm-
stead and Clayton town. There is also evidence that 
during the seventeenth century a road or track led from 
the Yate to the lower fields, and from there to Crosley 
Hall and Allerton. 

The earliest mention I have found of Lidget is in 
the roll of the Clayton Court Baron of John Watmough 
for the year 1630.' In this roll is the entry.: 

That those persons to whom one yate called Lidgetyate 
doth belong shall keep the same up and in good repair as well 
in the Wynter tyme as in the Sommer tyme upon paine of 
penalty of iijs. iiijd." 

The earliest large scale map I have seen of Lidget is 
dated 1844.2 This map shows the farmstead standing 
exactly as it does to-day. There is the house in the 
centre and a barn built on to the west gable. A few feet 
away from the east gable there is marked an old cottage 
of a single room, now used as a dairy. The interior of 
this tiny building is only interesting in so far as the roof 
timbers, which are well preserved, are a good example 
of the structural simplicity of this type of dwelling; there 
is an open fireplace and broken mullions to the windows. 

It would seem that early in the seventeenth century 
Lidget-yate was part of the lands of John Hollings of 
Langhamberries (now Langberries), in Clayton. The 
Hollings, Hollins or Hollyns family settled in Clayton 
during the sixteenth century and became prominent in 
township affairs. A century later we find from various 
indentures that descendents of this family migrated to 
adjacent townships; for exarn1e. A]lerton, Thornton, 

1. Horton MSS., Series E, no. 94. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford, 
2. In the Bradford Public Reference Library. 
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lVlanningham and Bingley. A Clayton Muster Roll of 
Henry VIII records Richard Hollyns as being one of 
seven men who could provide a horse. 

According to a roll of the Court Baron of John 
Gledhill' we find that in the year 1653 Lidget was sold 
by John Hollings. The entry reads: 

Abraham Nailor claims to hold of the Lord of this 
Manor one messuage called Lidyat in Clayton purchased of 
John Hollings by deed bearing date 23rd of March 1653 and 
the jury do find the said messuage with all those 
appurtenances to be held of the Lord of this Manor by fealty 
suite of court and the rent of 3s. 2d. and the said Abraham 
Nailor hath appeared at this court and hath done his fealty 
but his reliefs is to be assessed at the next court according to 
the value of his rents." 

The Nailors, later spelt Naylor, into which family 
Lidget had now passed, were freeholders in Clayton 
during the seventeenth century. A Commonwealth 
assessment on Clayton township in the year 1651, when 
the levy at this date was 2s. 2d. for each landowner, 
shows that only three persons could pay that amount. 
Abraham Nailor was assessed at sixpence for his lands 
at Moor Houses, now a part of Queensbury, and four-
pence for his lands on Clayton Heights. 

It is interesting to note in a later roll of the Clayton 
Court dated April 20th, 1655, that Abraham Nailor was 
one of the jurors of the Manor Court. We also find his 
name included in the Clayton Booke of Freeholders, 
bearing date 1658, and also in the rentals of the early 
part of the eighteenth century.' His rent of 3s. 2d. for 
Lidget was paid in two instalments—is. 7d. at Whitsun-
tide and the same amount at Martinmas. 

Abraham Nailor had numerous children, several 
of whom predeceased him, including his eldest son, 
Abraham. His wife, Grace, died on November 15th, 

3. Horton MSS., Series E, no. 94. 
4. Ibid. 

. Miscellaneous MSS., bundle 42. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford 



34 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

1704. Nailor himself lived to a green old age; he died 
on May 30th, 1711, and was buried at the Bradford 
Parish Church.' His son, Isaac, inherited Lidget. 

The steading of Lidget had several owners before it 
became part of the estate of the late Mr J. Atkinson 
Jowett, from which it passed into the hands of the 
present owner a few years ago. 

There are in existence a few deeds to which I will 
draw attention. The first, an indenture of lease,' is 
dated January 16th, 1727: 

Isaac Naylor of Lidget in Clayton in the Parish of 
Bradford leases to Thomas Littlewood of Great Horton 
(Worsted Weaver), all that messuage and dwellinghouse 
which Isaac Naylor doth now inhabit and dwell, one barn 
and other buildings (except two cottages) . . . situated 
and lying in Clayton aforesaid and all those several closes of 
land, meadow and pasture called by the names of the Ing, the 
Thompson Close, the Brow, the Brow Bottom, the Long 
Brow, the Paddock, the Croonook[?], the Croonook Bottom, 
the Long Close, the Little Field, the Calf Croft . . . together 
with . . . ways and watercourses (except reserved to Isaac 
Naylor and his heirs and whosoever friends as he think fit 
shall have the liberty at all times to take up water from the 
draw well) . . . to hold the said messuage, . . . barn and 
closes of land from February 2nd, 1727, for 21 years, (rent, 
131i. 9s. yearly) . . 

It will be seen from the clause relating to the 
draw-well that there actually existed at Lidget, early in 
the eighteenth century, a source of water not limited to 
the owner's private use. Also this indenture points to a 
steading at the old Lidyate now grown in size. It is 
interesting to note that most of the above-mentioned 
closes of land may be identified to-day. 

Isaac Naylor, by his will dated March 30th, 1743,8 
left Lidget (still having as tenant Thomas Littlewood) 
to Abraham Aikroid, perhaps a relative, for there 

6. Transcriptions of Bradford Parish Church Burial Register in Public 
Reference Library. 

7. Miscellaneous MSS, 8. ibid. 
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appears to have been no issue of the marriage. Naylor's 
wife, formerly Catherine Barker, also of Clayton, who 
survived him, was to receive the sum of 45s. annually 
from Aikroid, and there were certain other reservations 
in her favour. 

A later indenture, dated November 12th, 1767, 
giving extracts from the will of Thomas Littlewood, 
shows that at the date of his death he was the owner of 
Lidget. Did he purchase the farmstead when his lease 
expired in 1748? 

There appears to be no direct evidence that 
Abraham Nailor took up residence at Lidget when he 
purchased it from John Hollings in 1653. It is probable 
that he, or John Hollings, built a dwelling-house at 
Lidget. The farmstead we see to-day, though it has 
obviously been rebuilt more than a century ago, is 
constructed of ancient stones, as is also the barn at the 
west gable. And it is this barn which now claims our 
attention for we read in the Diary of Oliver Heywood 
that Richard Whitehurst built a meeting-house at 
Lidget. 

At this point it is interesting to recall certain events 
in the history of nonconformity relative to Bradford-
dale and Richard Whitehurst's association with the 
church at Kipping and, subsequently, Lidget. We must 
not, however, confuse the Lidget in Clayton with the 
Lidget at Kirkburton where Godfrey Armitage built a 
meeting-house. 

Until John Ryther went to Kipping in 1668 as 
regular minister, the church had been served by visiting 
preachers. Ryther stayed but one year and was 
succeeded by Richard Whitehurst, the ejected minister 
of Laughton-en-le-Morthen. 

Whitehurst must have been a familiar figure in 
Bradford-dale during the latter half of the seventeenth 
century. He was an old and respected friend of Oliver 

9 lbi4, 
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Heywood who describes him as 'An honest Non-
conformist'. On horseback, often in the company of 
Heywood, Whitehurst preached in various meeting-
houses in and about Bradford-dale, and we gather 
from the pages of the Diary that he was a man of no 
mean talents. It is quite probable that it was Oliver 
Heywood who prevailed upon him to take Ryther's 
place as Pastor to the flock at Kipping, where, like his 
predecessor, he lived with John Hall and his family at 
Kipping House. 

For several years all appears to have gone well 
and the congregation grew in number. But, after a 
time, there came a serious breach between members of 
the church. Joseph Lister has something to say of 
this breach in his Autobiography and he puts the 
blame on Richard Whitehurst. Oliver Heywood was 
called in to assist in healing the trouble but those 
pious folk nursed their grievances—the breach 
widened and proved irreparable. The outcome was 
the establishing of the church at Lidget by Whitehurst 
and his followers. 

We find in Oliver Heywood's Diary" a more 
detailed account of the breach at Kipping: 

September 3rd, 1678. I went according to promise 
to visit Mr. Whitehurst [at Lidget] and he being not at 
home (though his wife sent for him to Bradford and he 
came) his wife and I walked out to see the meeting-place, 
&c. Walking in the garden she told me of some fruit trees 
her husband had brought into this country and set them 
in the garden at Kipping. John Hall's son, Zelophead, a 
youth of 9 or 10 years old, cut them unhansomely; being 
asked why he did so he said he did it on purpose, for, said 
he, what hath he to do to set trees in our garden ? 

This, she said, was the first occasion of their vast 
difference and irreparable breach in their churches which is 
grown so high that though means have been used for 
healing, yet things grow worse and worse and more 
incurable daily ; they desiring a dismission, the other will 

10. Vol, ii, 240. 
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not grant it, they take it, bitter speeches proceed out of 
their lips against each other . . ." 

From many subsequent entries in Heywood's 
Diary we see that he spared no effort to bring peace 
between the members of the church at Kipping and 
those now at Lidget. But his efforts came .to nothing. 
Under the leadership of Whitehurst the new church 
at Lidget flourished, and Oliver Heywood and many 
ejected ministers preached there constantly. A note in 
the Diary reads: 

March 12th, 1680. Mr. Dawson and I rode to Lidiat, 
Mr. Whitehurst's meeting place, where Mr. Jolly preached 
out his text begun at my house." 

During the dark and perilous days for Dissenters 
Whitehurst's wife sickened and died. Her death has been 
briefly recorded: "July 20th, 1686. Buried in her 
husband's meeting-place." 

With the passing of the Act of Toleration the days 
of peril for Dissenters came to an end. It was then that 
Richard Whitehurst certified to the Quarter Sessions at 
Leeds in July, 1689: 

"An assembly of Dissenting Protestants in and about 
Bradford-dale do make choice of the house of Richard 
Whitehurst, clerk, Lidgate, Clayton." 

Whitehurst ministered for fourteen years at Lidget 
(1678-1692). At the end of that period he moved to 
Bridlington where he died on September 5th, 1697. 

The question now arises: Is the barn which stands 
to-day at Lidget the same structure which Whitehurst 
built as a meeting-place in 1678? It would seem to be, 
for it is contemporary with that at Kipping. It is built 
in the same style, with the wide gable and the low-
pitched roof, though this has obviously been raised 
several feet. Inside, old beams support the roof. 

Lidget was ideally situated for the cause of Dissent 
there in the little valley it lay hidden from the world 



38 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

outside, though many narrow trackways would be used 
by the devout folk who worshipped in Whitehurst's 
meeting-place. 

The suburb of Lidget Green grew out of the 
old Lidgate, and our city's boundaries, since the 
Industrial Revolution, have rapidly spread up the hills 
and joined hands with it. In due time, Progress may 
possibly swallow up this ancient landmark. 



THE PASLEW ESTATE IN 

HARDEN AND EXLEY 

BY CLIFFORD WHONE 

INTRODUCTION 

D
 URING the fifteenth century and the greater 

part of the sixteenth, the Paslews, who 
then lived at Riddlesden and held the lordship, 

must have been the most substantial people in the 
neighbourhood of Bingley and Keighley. Their domains 
covered a large area of both parishes; they held a 
chapel of their own in each church; and the manors of 
Bingley and Keighley at this time were held by non-
resident lords. The manor of Harden was their latest 
acquisition. Walter Paslew, who made his will on 
March 15, 1544, on the eve of "his jorney toward 
the Scottes for the defence of the realme of England ", 
there affirmed that he "was seased of lands and 
tenements in Harden, Halton, Colyngworth, Ricroft 
and Cowehowses, lately purchased of the Kinges 
Maiestie." This property he had purchased for 
2741i. 13s. 4d. on February 18, 1540-1, when its annual 
rental was assessed at 201i.2 Before the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries, it had belonged to the monks of 
Rievaulx. 

The will was proved on June 3, 1545 and, according 
to the inquisition taken after the testator's death, he 
had died seized of the manors of Riddlesden, Exley, 
Marley and Harden.' He was succeeded by his son 

1. Surtees Society : Testa.menta Eboracensia, vi, 222. 
2. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series) i, 23. 
3. Inquisitions Post Mortem, Chancery, 38 Henry VIII, no. 147. 
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Francis who, on March 11, 1565-6, settled most of his 
lands upon his own eldest son Walter in tail male.' The 
fine completing the settlement gives a convenient 
summary of the Paslew holdings at this date: "The 
manors of Riddeisden, Ekisley (Exley), Marley, and 
Harden, with 60 messuages, 20 cottages, 3 water-mills, 
3 fulling-mills, in Kighley, Morton, Marley, Bingley, 
Laycock, Scoles, Okeworth, Presthorpe, Lees ". 

After a long period of prosperity, the Paslews were 
suddenly overtaken by misfortune. No one can read the 
Yorkshire Fines between Trinity 1571 and Michaelmas 
1573 without concluding that Francis and his son, 
Walter, were faced about that time with serious financial 
difficulties. In April, 1571, they sold Eller Carr, 
Cullingworth, to its tenant, William Wilson.' But that 
was no more than a drop in a bucket. Before the end 
of 1572 they had sold the entire manors of Exley, 
Riddlesden, Marley and Harden, and John Paslew of 
Wiswall was the purchaser.7 Within two years, father 
and son had disposed of the bulk of their heritage. 
Local antiquarians long sought for the reason why. 

The late W. A. Brigg' argued that Walter Paslew, 
son of Francis, had been charged with complicity in 
the Roman Catholic Rising of the North of 1569 and 
that these numerous sales were "probably mortgages, 
or perhaps fictitious sales to avoid a forfeiture for 
treason. The only ground, however, for the latter 
suggestion is a curious inscription on the walls of 
Beauchamp Tower, in the Tower of London. There 
can still be seen the words, 'Walter Paslew, 1569,' and 

4. Baildon and the Baildons, by W. Paley Baildon, ii, 242. 
5. Yorkshire Archaeological Society's Record Series : Yorkshire Fines, i. 
6. Eller Carr JISS (Keighley Museum). 
7. The story of these sales is complicated. Further details can be found 

in the following articles printed in this journal : " East Riddlesden 
Hall ", by W. A. Brigg (Old Series) ii, 88-95; " The Forgotten Manor 
of Exley ", by W. A. Brigg (New Series), iii, 97-114; " The Manor 
and Manor House of Exley ", by Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A. (New 
Series), vii, 113-134. 

8. The Bradford Antiquary (Old Series), ii, 91. 
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the motto, 'Extrema anchora Cristus, 1570,' with the 
figure of an anchor. No other explanation has been 
given." Harry Speight9 gave a similar account of the 
inscription and, while his inference from it was the same 
as W. A. Brigg's, he added cautiously, "It has been 
doubted whether this actually refers to the imprison-
ment here of Walter Paslew of Riddlesden." The 
sceptics, before recognizing identity of person, 
apparently demanded evidence more convincing than 
a mere identity of name; and for a while this evidence 
was not forthcoming. 

Walter Paslew's name did not occur in Sharp's 
Memorials of the Rebellion of 1569; in the State 
Papers; or in the Acts of the Privy Council." Again, 
on September 18, 1572, the Vice-President of the 
Council of the North dispatched to Lord Burleigh 
a comprehensive list of Yorkshire gentlemen, marked 
according as they were " protestant, the worste sorte, 
meane or lesse evyll, or doubtful or newtor." Walter 
Paslew was not mentioned here—though there was the 
name of his father-in-law, John Lacye of Lenthorpe 
(Leventhorpe), who was described as "newtor ". The 
Homberston Survey, however, a transcript of which 
follows, clears away all doubt. 

On March 18, 1569-70, when the rebellion had been 
crushed, a Commission was issued to Edmund Hall and 
to William Homberston to survey the possessions of the 
rebels in the northern counties." In April, 1570, the 
two officials arrived at Riddlesden and on the 27th of the 
same month they made brief abstracts of the indentures 
referring to the lands and tenements then held by 
Walter Paslew. The entire Survey was written in Latin 
except for one marginal note in English :-" The said 
Waiter Paslowe is delyvered out of the Tower by the 

9. Old Ringley (1899), 309. 
10. Baildon, op. cit., ii. 244. 
11. Chapters of Yorkshire History (187), by J. J. Cartwright, 64.72. 
12. Baildon, op. cit., ii, 244-5. 
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Queene's pardone, and never atteynted as I have harde; 
ideo quere." Mr. W. E. Preston has obtained photostat 
copies of this part of the Homberston Survey 13 and, as 
will be gathered from the transcripts and translations 
which follow, they not only prove that what W. A. 
Brigg offered as a "suggestion" and H. Speight 
regarded as a "strong probability ", was the truth, but 
they also cast a revealing light upon the state of the 
manor of Harden and of the demesne lands of the 
manor of Exley in 1570. 

A reduced fascimile of the "curious inscription" 
has been printed in Baildon and the Baildons.'4 
According to the author, "On January 21, 1571-2, a 
pardon was granted to Walter Paslewe or Paslowe, 
gent., late of Exley in the parish of Kighley, otherwise 
of Redyisden, otherwise of Lydes (probably Lees) of 
all treasons, rebellion, etc., by him between November 
1, 1569 and January 31, 1569-70, with a release of all 
forfeitures. . . . The pardon was granted at the 
instance of Edward Jobson, son of Sir Francis Jobson, 
who was Lieutenant of the Tower during Walter's 
imprisonment there." 

It is not impossible that Martin Birkhead acted as 
intermediary between the Paslews and Edward Jobson. 
He too had married a daughter of John Lacye, of 
Leventhorpe, and thus he was Walter's brother-in-law. 
Already this learned and astute 1a'yyer had found 
favour in high places. Writing to Lord Burleigh on 
January 6, 1569-70, the Vice-President of the Council 
of the North had recommended him as "a very honest 
man and able, I tryst, to do ther moche good amydst a 
sort of papysts." His behaviour continued to be 
exemplary for, by May, 1574, he had become Attorney 
to the Council of the North. 'I It was he who purchased 

4 

13. Mr W. E. Preston has most generously presented these photostat 
copies of the Homberston Survey to the Library of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society. 14. See footnote 12. 

15. Chapters o/ Yorkshire History, ante, 44. 
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the manor of Harden and a moiety of Harden Grange 
from John Paslew in 1572.16 

Though Walter Paslew was not granted the Royal 
Pardon until January 21, 1571-2, he must have been 
released from the Tower almost twelve months 
previously. On February 12, 1570-1, he and his father 
had sold the manor of Exley to their kinsman, John 
Paslew. 17 If this pardon included a release from all 
forfeitures, it is the more remarkable that before the 
end of 1572 he and his father had sold practically 
the whole of their estate. Neither were the sales 
"fictitious" as W. A. Brigg suspected. John Paslew 
seems to have been no more than a middle-man 
and within a few years he had disposed of each of the 
manors he had purchased: that of Harden to Martin 
Birkhead; that of Exley to Hugh Laycock and to 
Matilda Laycock, widow; and that of Riddlesden to 
Robert Rishworth (to be held after the death of 
Francis). It was not long before most of the tenements 
had become the property of their own tenants. 

In their darkest days, the Paslews were still mindful 
that they were descended from a " gentle " family. In 
1571, when Edmond Eltoft granted a rent of 13s. 4d. 
and the Maudes of West Riddlesden a rent of Gs. 8d., 
for the maintenance of a Schoolmaster in Bingley, so 
also "Frauncis Paslowe and Walter Paslowe granted a 
rent of 13s. 4d. from a messuage in Marley for the same 
purpose.""' A year's imprisonment in the Tower of 
London and two years of financial worry did not 
improve the health of Walter. He died on December 
31, 1573.' It has not been discovered where he was 
buried. Francis Paslew "of Ridlesden" was buried at 
Bingley on September 14, 1582. 

16. Mr W. P. Preston's notes on Ferrand MSS. 
17. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), vii, 116. This sale was 

completed by a fine in Trinity Term, 1571. 
18. History of Bingley Grammar Sc/tool, by P. E. Dodd, M.A., 3. 
19. Baildon, op. cit., ii, 245. 
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THE MANOR OF HARDEN 

Amongst the Ferrand MSS there are numerous 
indentures which refer to the sales of Harden lands and 
tenements after the partition of the Paslew estate. Their 
significance is increased two-fold when they are com-
pared with the Homberston Survey. Some thirty 
years before the partition, the Bailiff to the Abbot of 
Rievaulx made the first Compotus of the manor of 
Harden. It is by no means as detailed as the Survey, 
but it is similar in form, and gives the names of 
the tenants and the rents they paid. A study of this 
may enlarge our understanding both of the Ferrand 
MSS and of the Survey. It has been published in the 
Chartulary of Rievaulx2° and the following is a brief 
abstract of it :— 
The Compotus of John Milner, Bailiff or Collector there. 
December 30, 1538. 
Arrears: none, because this is the first Compotus. 
Rents in Avresdale with Arden: -

John Milner, one tenement called Halton Graunge 
also called Harden Graunge, with closes ... SOs. lOd. 

John Milner, one cottage ... ... ... ... 2s. Od. 
William Lange, one tenement, with two closes ... 30s. lOd. 
Leonard Thomas, ,, ,, ,, a Walkmilne lOs. Od. 
William Migeley, ,, ,, ,, a moiety of 

of the land called Ryecroft ... ... ... 20s. Od. 
Laurence Migeley, one tenement, with a moiety of 

of the land called Ryecroft ... ... 20s. Od. 
William More, one tenement, with closes 26s. Od. 
John More, ,, ,, ,, ,, 26s. Od. 
Edward Fether, ,, ,, ,, ,, 14s. Gd. 
William Rodley, ,, ,, ,, ,, lOs. 6d. 
Edward Ellenson, ,, ,, ,, ,, lOs. 6d. 
Henry Wilson, ,, cottage ,, ,, 4s. Od. 
John Elenworth, ,, tenement ,, ,, 8s. Od. 
Robert Elenworth, ,, cottage ,, ,, 2s. Od. 
James Hardye, ,, tenement ,, ,, 9s. Od. 
Richard Ellenson's widow, one tenement ... 5s. 3d. 
John Kyghley, one tenement, with lands and a 

Walkemilne to him demised by indenture ... 13s. 4d. 

20. Surtees Society : The Chartulary of Rievavix, 326-7. 
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Robert Fyrth, one tenement, with lands ... 4s. 4d. 
John Lacocke, one tenement, with closes ... 30s. 6d. 
Robert Milner, one tenement, with lands, part of 

Halton Graunge ... ... ... ... 13s. 9d. 
Walter Parsiow, free rent for lands held by John 

Dobson ... is. Od. 
Uttrid Glover, one close ... ... Is. Od. 
Robert Fether, one tenement ... ... ... 12s. Od. 
John Milner, one water-mill at Halton Grange lOs. Od. 

Sum ... 151i. 15s. 4d. 

It would seem that the manor had prospered while 
it was in the tenure of the Paslews. In 1538, John 
Milner had collected 151i. 15s. 4d. in rents; the rents 
due in 1570 were 261i. 5s. 3d., a notable advance, which 
can be explained by reference to the Survey. Fresh 
lands had been cultivated; new farms had been 
established, some by natives of Harden, others by 
strangers; and throughout, the new lords had been 
attentive to their business. Broadly speaking, the 
families with tenements in 1538 were holding them in 
1570 and paying the same rents. But the Survey 
includes names not to be found in the Rievaulx 
compotus and perhaps there was no better testimony 
to the healthy condition of the manor at this time than 
the arrival of newcomers. 

The first and most distinguished of these was Sir 
John Tempest, of Bracewell and Bowling, who erected 
in 1550 what must have been the finest Tudor hail in 
Harden. For a while, Sir John had no imitators. Then, 
about the year of Queen Elizabeth's accession, there 
came a spate of building and five houses were erected, 
including Crossgate, Marley Banks and Lum Hurst 
Grange.2' It is doubtful if stone was used. We are 
told that John Dobson paid the lord 12d. a year for the 

21. There follow particulars of the building operations referred to 
1550. A messuage by Sir John Tempest 

rent : lxvjs. viijd. 
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right to cut wood to build with. 
But the most surprising feature of the Survey is 

the high assessment of the demesne lands—an item, by 
the way, which does not occur in the compotus. 
Compared with the 21i. which was received annually 
from Exley Hall, 2Oli. a year seems excessive for lands 
without a capital messuage. There was no basis for this 
figure except what the Commissioners had seen with 
their own eyes and, if it is high, it proves that they had 
been impressed. To appreciate how diligently the 
Paslews had watched the development of their estate, 
it is only necessary to compare the dates of the various 
indentures. 

Before the Dissolution of the Monasteries, one 
tenant only in the manor of Harden possessed a legal 
document describing the terms of his tenure. This was 
John Kyghley, to whom the Abbot of Rievaulx had 
demised a walk-mime by indenture in 1534. This 
information is supplied by the compotus. According 
to the Survey, his daughter Margaret was holding the 
mill by the same indenture in 1570. There is no other 
mention of Rievaulx. It is true that William Myller, 
who held a corn-mill, is said to have renewed his lease 
for another twenty-one years. Whether the Abbot had 
been responsible for the old lease, none can say; but 
it should be remembered that the Abbey was dissolved 
in 1538. 

There is no definite record that Walter Paslew, 
senior, had signed any indentures for his Harden 
property, but both William Butterfield and Robert 

1558. Crossgate 

Thurlowes 

Lurn Hurst Grange 
1559 . Marley Banks 

1560. Thorne or Foxholes 

( ?) 

by John Miller 
rent : xx& 

Robert Beanlands 
rent : X8. 

Wm. and Thos. Blakey 
rent xIs. 

Thomas Mylner 
rent xxs, 
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Burwell renewed leases that had expired. Francis, 
however, as soon as he succeeded at the age of twenty-
five to his father's estate, was bent on placing the 
relations between himself and his tenants on a legal 
footing. On February 28, 1545, barely eight months 
after his father's will had been proved, he leased Elder 
Carr by indenture to John Wilson. Again, in October 
of the same year, he leased a moiety of Harden Grange 
to John Lange and another tenement to the widow of 
Richard Illyson. Before 1570, every tenant had been 
honoured in this way. 

It is instructive to compare the abstracts of the 
various indentures given in the Survey. The majority 
follow one pattern. As a rule, the tenant was granted 
a dwelling-house and a certain amount of ploughiand, 
meadow and pasture. William Myller and John Thomas 
were exceptions. They received no land. Instead they 
were granted a privilege described as secta et soka. 
The meaning of this term is obscure. With hesitation it 
has been translated as suit and service. The two tenants 
in question were millers. John Thomas had a fulling-
mill at Beck Foot and William Myller a corn-mill 
in Harden. But Margaret Kyghley was also a miller 
and, except for one close, she had no land. Strange to 
say, the lord of Harden did not grant to her the right 
known as secta et soka. The context suggests that this 
term meant the title to use the waters of Harden Beck 
for grinding the corn or fulling the cloth produced by 
the other tenants of Harden. Possibly, Margaret 
Kyghley did not receive this grant from the Paslews 
because her mill was in" Ayredale " at a spot where the 
lord of Harden had no authority over the waters of the 
Aire. 

There are grounds for believing that the practice 
of leasing tenements by indenture became more frequent 
as the tenants improved their education. The year 
1528-9 is the first recorded date in the annals of Bingley 
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Grammar School; but Mr Dodd" is of the opinion that 
the School may have existed even before then. Now, 
John Milner of Harden Grange, who in 1538 was Bailiff 
to the Abbey of Rievaulx, had written his compotus in 
Latin. Whether or no he had attended the Grammar 
School of Bingley, there is little room for doubt that his 
was the first compotus because none of his predecessors 
could write. He was a man of some consequence, for 
his powers as bailiff, far from being limited to Harden, 
ranged over the Abbey's property in Fawether, Thirsk 
and the city of York. In 1528-9 " One parcel of land 
lying in Greenehill within the parishe of Bingley 
whereon sometyme one messuage and garden were 
scited & three closes of meadowe or pasture in 
Greenehill aforesaid . . . were assured to one John 
Milner and others and their heirs . . . for the finding 
of a Scholemaster to teach Grammar within the town of 
Bingley for ever." 23 

Over forty years afterwards, in 1571, there was a 
joint grant by "John Dobson, John Myiner, John 
Kyghley & William Fether" of a rent of lOs. from "all 
those closes with the appurtenances in Grynehill afore-
said." Having quoted this old charter, Mr Dodd 
argues, '' Now the four joint granters must surely be 
trustees, and the fact that one is a John Milner suggests 
that they are survivors or heirs of those of 15289.)24 
The names of each of those four trustees appear in the 
Homberston Survey, which proves that they were 
Harden men and that they were not survivors of the 
original trustees, but heirs. The compotus shows that 
with the exception of William Fether, their Christian 
names were identical with those of their fathers. 
William's father was either Edward or Robert. 

22. Op. cit., 1. 23. lb., 2-3. 24. lb., 5, 
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I, 

THE MANOR OF EXLEY 

On February 12, 1570-71, Francis Paslewe of 
Riddlesden and his son Walter granted to John Paslew 
of Wiswall the manor of Exley for 3001i.25 The 
conveyance included a list of the tenants and of the rents 
they paid. 26 The total of the rents, together with 
seven free rents from other parts of Kighley, amounted 
to 71i. 5s. 3d., which compares unfavourably with the 
261i. 5s. 3d. yielded at that time by the manor of Harden. 
The latter had thirty-three tenants, while Exley had 
fourteen. Of the fourteen, only Robert Wright (rent, 
14s. 3d.) and John Fell (rent, 14s. 3d.) are mentioned 
in the Survey. On the other hand, the conveyance says 
nothing about Ysott Core, John Exley, or Exley Hall. 
Finally, neither document names the Claphams: "the 
most important family in Exley . . . The Claphams 
had a lease of the whole 'manor or capital messuage 
called Exley Hall' from the Paslewes, as Thomas 
Clapham, of Exley, gent, by his will made 18 November, 
1563, divided the same between his sons, George and 
John equally."" On March 2, 1571-2, John Paslew, of 
Wiswall, and Walter Paslew, of Riddlesden, granted 
Exley Hall to George and John Clapham, William 
Rawson and John Sugden.28 

The writer is deeply indetted to Mr W. E. Preston, 
who gave him access to the photostat copies of those 
folios of the Homberston Survey which describe 

25. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), vii, 116. 
26. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series) iii, 98. The conveyance quoted 

here by the late W. A. Brigg belonged to the Brigg archives; and 
the grant described by Mr Wilfrid Robertshaw in " The Manor 
and Manor House of Exley "  (see footnote 25) is part of the 
Jowett MSS. There is a discrepancy in the dating. The date 
of the former is February 11, 14 Elizabeth, while that of the latter 
is February 12, 13 Elizabeth. Otherwise the two deeds seem to 
refer to the same transaction. As the transaction was completed by 
a fine in Trinity Term, 1571, the second date must be the correct 
one. 

27. lb., 99. 
8. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), vii, 120. 
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Walter Paslew's estate in 1570. He has also made use 
of Mr Preston's abstracts of the Ferrand MSS referring 
to the manor of Harden; and he is very grateful to Mr 
E. E. Dodd, M.A., who kindly revised his transcripts of 
the photostats and his translations. 

TRANSCRIPT OF THE HOMBERSTON SURVEY 
Harden in Byngleye: Terre et possessiones Walteri 

Paslow armigeri in Com. Ebor. 

Supervisum Manerii de Harden ibidem factum per prefatos 
Edmundum hail et Williamum Homberston virtute Commissionis 
predicte vicesimo septimo die Aprilis anno Supradicto. 
Redditus tenernentorum per indenturam rnanerij predicti in Corn. 
Ebor. 
The said Walter Paslowe is delyvered owt of the Tower by the 
Q ueene's pardon, and never atteynted as I have harde; ideo 
quere. 29 

Thomas ifrithe tenet unum cotagium cum crofto adiacente 
scituatum in perochia de Byngley predicta continente tres acras: 
Quod quidem cotagium dictus tenet a data indenture sue usque 
ad finem termini xxjius annorum, Ut patet indentura ifrancisci 
paslow armigeri, cuius data est decimo die Julij Anno secundo 
regis philippi et regine marie; et redditus inde per annum ad festa 
pentecostes et sancti martini in hieme equaliter: iijs. iiijd. 

Thomas Mygleye tenet unum mesuagium vocatum Ryecrofte 
cum una percella campi et uno crofto vocato ifrythefeild contin-
entibus in toto iiijor acras; uno clauso vocato Cootefeild continente 
tres acras; uno clauso vcato pennylytlynge continente unani 
acram; medietate unius clausi vocati Harden head continente pro 
dimidio parte xijem acras cum omnibus ifontibus eidem pertinenti-
bus: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus Thomas tenet a data 
indenture sue usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum, Ut patet 
indentura Walteri Paslowe cuius data est xvto die novembris anno 
decimo regine nunc; et redditus inde per annum ad festa predicta 
equa1iter30: xs. 

29. The words in English are written in the margin. 
30. The formula after the word ' redditus » is repeated at the end of 

each entry. 
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Robertus Layecocke tenet unum tenementum edificatum 
vot. urn whytecote cum omnibus terris arratis, pratis, pascuis, et 
pastris dicto tenemento pertinentibus: Que omnia et singula 
premissa dictus Robertus layecocke tenet a decimo sexto 
decembris ante datam indenture sue usque ad finem termini xlviijo 
annorum, Ut patet indentura ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xxvt0 
die I'mnuarij anno primo regine nunc; et redditus, etc: xxxs. vjd. 

johannes Myller tenet unum Tenementum vocatum hardern 
[si'] Graunge alias heaton graunge cum omnibus cdificijs, terris, 
tenementis, pratis, pascuis et pasturis dicto tenemento pertinenti-
bus in Harden infra perochiam de Byngley predictarn: Que omnia 
et singula premissa dictus Johannes tenet a fine termini Johannis 
myller senioris ad finem termini viginti unius annorum, ut patet 
indentura dicti ifrancisci cuius data est secundo die marcij Anno 
sexto regis Edwardi sexti; et redditus, etc: xxxs. xd. 

Johannes More tenet duo tenementa, unum in Harden, 
alterum vocatum Hunteshowse, cum omnibus domibus desuper 
edificatis accum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis et pasturis dicto 
Tnernento pertinentibus: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus 
Johannes tenet a festo Annunciacionis ante datarn indenture 
usque ad finem termini Quadraginta duorum annorum, Ut patet 
indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xij 0 die Julij anno 
septimo regine nunc; et redditus, etc: xxvjs. viijd. 

Williamus More tenet unum tenementum edificatum cum 
omnibus edificijs et alio tenemento in Collingworthe vocato the 
Hunthouse cum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis et pasturis dicto 
tenemento pertinentibus: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus 
Williarnus tenet a festo annunciacionis ante Datam indenture sue 
usque ad finem termini triginta annorum, Ut patet indentura dicti 
ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xxvij° maij anno septimo regine 
nunc ; et redditus, etc: xxvjs. viijd. 

Johanna Mygeleye tenet unum tenementurn cum omnibus 
domibus desuper edificatis vocatum lytle Ryecrofte cum omnibus 
terris, pratis, pascuis, pasturis et aliis suis pertinentibus in 
Harden predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa dicta Johanna 
te[net] a fine indenture facte Laurencio Mygeley pro termino 
xxjius annorum usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum Ut patet 
indentura dicti ifrancisci CLiUS data est xxvijo die ffchruarij Anno 
vi,jo Regine 11izabethnunc; et redditus, etc: xxs, 
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Johannes Ellingworthe tenet unum tenementum edificatum 
cum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis, et pasturis dicto tenemento 
pertinentibus in Harden predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa 
dictus Johannes tenet a data . . . . Alicie ifrythe usque ad finem 
termini xxjius annorum, it patet indentura dicti ifrancisci cuius data 
est decimo die aprilis anno secundo nuper regis Edwardi sexti; et 
redditus, etc: xvijs. viijd. 

Johannes Thomas tenet unum tenementum cum pertinentibus 
et unum molendinum ifullonicum, scituatum in Harden predicta, 
cum cursu aque et secta et soca et alijs suis pertinentibus: Que 
omnia et singula premissa dictus Johannes tenet a festo 
Annunciacionis ante datam indenture usque ad finem termini 
Sexaginta annorum, Ut patet indentura dicti ffrancisci paslowe 
cuius data est octavo die aprilis annis secundo et tertio nuper Regis 
philippi et regine marie; et redditus, etc: xs. 

Williamus Ellingworthe tenet unum tenementum cum 
omnibus domibus desuper ediflcatis accum omnibus terris, 
pratis, pascuis, pasturis, et subboscis dicto tenemento pertinenti-
bus in Harden predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus 
williamus tenet a fine termini decem annorum post datam 
indenture usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum, Ut patet indentura 
dicti ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xxvj0 die novembris annis 
Regnorum philippi Regis et marie regine Quarto et quinto; et 
redditus, etc.: xxijs. 

Williamus ifether tenet unum tenementum edificatum cum 
omnibus edificijs desuper edificatis vocatum Raven Roode accum 
omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis, pasturis et alijs suis pertinentibus 
dicto tenemento pertinentibus: Que omnia et singula premissa 
dictus williamus tenet a data indenture sue usque ad finem termini 

- Quadraginta annorum, Ut patet indentura ifrancisci paslowe cuius 
data est xxvj0 die marcij Anno septimo regine nunc; et redditus, 
etc: xijs. vjd. 

Dictus Williamus tenet tertiam partem unius intacke in 
Harden nuper inclusati vocati New Spring et tertiam partem unius 
bosci vocati le Hollyes in eodem crescentis: Que omnia dictus 
Williamus tenet pro termino quadraginta annorum per indenturam 
supradictam; et redditus, etc: vjs. viijd. 

Thomas Myller tenet unum mesuagium vocatum Thorne alias 
ffoxholes cum omnibus terris, tenementis, pratis, pascuis, pasturis, 
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et subboscis, comunijs, vastis et hereditatibus dicto mesuagio 
pertinentibus in Harden predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa 
dictus Thomas tenet a data indenture sue usque ad finem termini 
Q uadraginta quatuor annorum, ut patet indentura dicti ifrancisci 
paslowe cuius data est tertio die ffebruarij anno secundo regine 
Elizabeth nunc; et redditus, etc: xxs. 

Robert Burwell tenet unum mesuagium cum omnibus edificijs 
dicto mesuagio pertinentibus et cum omnibus illis terris adiacenti-
bus cum boscis vocatum Ryecrofte Sprynges in hardenhead 
cum omnibus Boscis desuper ibidem nuper in tenura dicti Roberti: 
Q ue omnia et singula premissa dictus Robertus tenet a fine termini 
alterius indenture usque ad finem termini xxj annorum, ut patet 
indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xxiiijto die octobris 
annis quarto et quinto nuper Regis philippi et regine marie; et 
redditus, etc: xijd. 

Williamus Butterfeild tenet unum. mesuagium cum omnibus 
edificijs desuper edificatis accum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis, 
pasturis, accum una parcella terre prout modo includitur extendente 
austro mesuagij dicti Williami: Que quidem tenementum et 
cetera premissa dictus Williamus tenet a fine termini indenture 
Roberti Jennett usque ad finem termini Quadraginta duorum 
annorum, ut patet indentura dicti ifrancisci cuius data est octavo 
die decembris anno octavo regine nunc; et redditus, etc: xiijs. iiijd. 

Thomas I1hngworth tenet unum tenementum cum omnibus 
edificijs desuper edificatis accum omnibus terris, pratis, boscis, et 
pasturis eidem tenemento pertinentibus in Harden predicta: Que 
omnia et singula premissa dictus Thomas tenet a morte Roberti 
I1lingworth patris sui usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum, ut 

patet indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xx° die marcij 
Anno septimo regis Edwardi sexti; et redditus, etc: vjs. viijd. 

Ricardus Illyson tenet unum tenementum cum omnibus ediflcijs 
desuper edificatis accum omnibus pratis, pascuis et alijs suis 
pertinenciis dicto tenemento pertinentibus in Harden predicta: 
Que omnia et singula premissa dictus Ricardus tenet a morte 
J ohanne matris sue usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum ut 
pa[tet] indentura dicti ifrancisci cuius data est xviijo novembris 
anno xxxviijo nuper Regis 1-lenrici octavi; et redditus, etc: vs. 

Johannes Hardye tenet unum tenementum cum omnibus 
terris, pratis, pascuis, pasturis, et alijs comoditatibus dicto 
tenemento pertinentibus: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus 
Johannes tenet a data altrius indenture prius concesse usque ad 
finem termini xxjius Annorum, ut patet indentura dicti ifrancisci 
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cuius data est septimo die octobris anno quarto regis Edwardi 
sexti; et redditus, etc: xs. iiijd. 

Margareta Kyghley tenet unum mesuagium cum uno molen-
dino aquatico ifullonico in Ayredale et uno clauso adiacente et 
dimidia parte unius domus vocate Cowp[er] house: Que omnia 
et singula premissa dicta margareta tenet ut assignatione Johannis 
Kyghley patris sui a festo Andree post datam indenture usque ad 
finem termini quadraginta viij annorum, ut patet indentura abbatis 
et conventus de Ryvaulx cuius data est xvjto die octobris Anno 
Domini 1534; et redditus, etc: xiijs. iijd: 

Williamus Wilson tenet unum tenementum vocatum Ellycarre 
cum omnibus edificijs desuper edificatis accum omnibus terris, 
pratis, pascuis, pascuis et pasturis, dicto tenemento pertinentibus, 
scituatum, jacens et existns in Harden predicta: Que omnia et 
singula premissa dictus Williamus tenet a morte Henrici wilson 
et Elizabeth: Que quidem Elizabeth obbijt xxvjto die marcij 1567, 
usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum, ut patet indentura dicti 
ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xxiii jto die ffebruarij Anno xxxvij0 
Regis henrici octavi; et redditus, etc: vjs viijd. 

Jacobus Hardy tenet unum cotagium cum gardino et uno novo 
crofto nuper capto extra comuniam: Que omnia et singula 
premissa dictus Jacobus te[net] a data presencium usque ad finem 
termini viginti annorum, ut patet indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe 
cuius data est vicesimo die octobris anno decimo Regine nunc; 
et redditus, etc: xxd. 

Johannes Butler tenet unam percellam terre, nuper inclusatam 
extra comuniam continentem tredecim acras pasturé et more, 
iacentm in quodam loco vocato marleybanke: Quam quidem 
percellam dictus Johannes tenet a data indenture usque ad finem 
termini Quadraginta duorum annorum, ut patet indentura dicti 
ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xviij 0 die Junij anno quarto reginc 
nunc; et redditus, etc: xxd. 

Williamus Myller tenet unum tenementum edificatum cum 
omnibus et singulis suis pertinencijs et cum uno molendino aquatico 
granatico cum secta soka cursu aque et alijs suis pertinencijs in 
harden predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus williamus 
tenet a fine alterius indenture modo expirate usque ad finem 
termini xxjis annorum, ut patet indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe 
cuius data est xx° die Julij anno quarto regis Edwardi sexti: et 

redditus, etc; XXS, 
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Johannes Dobson reddit annuatim domino pro succidendo 
meremio ad edificandas domos suas: xijd. 

Robertus Beanlands tenet unum tenementum vocaturn Thur-
lowes cum uno clauso vocato the draughtes, uno clauso vocato the 
Intackes, uno clauso vocato langfeild, uno clauso vocato the 
Coweshottynge, uno clauso vocato Ryestubleleyes, uno clauso 
vocato the woodclose, medietate unius clausi vocati the Spring, 
una perceila terre vocata the lane, cum omnibus et singulis suis 
pertinencijs in harden predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa 
dictus Robertus tenet a festo martini ante datam indenture sue 
usque ad finem termini xxj annorum, Ut patet indentura dicti 
Walteri paslowe cuius data est xxijo die novembris anno Regni 
Regine Elizabeth nunc; et redditus, etc: xs. 

Williarnus Blakey et Thomas Blakey tenent unum novum 
clausum vocatum an Intacke cum mesuagio desuper edificato nuper 
captum extra comuniam de marlebanke in parochia de byngley: 
Que omnia et singula premissa dicti Williamus et Thomas tenent 
a data indenture sue usque ad finem termini ixta annorum, Ut 

patet indentura ifrancisci paslow cuius data est decimo die aprilis 
anno primo Regine nunc; et redditus, etc: xis. 

Johannes Miller de crossegate tenet unum tenementum 
vocatum Crossegate cum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis, pasturis 
et alijs comoditatibus dicto tenemento pertinentibus: Que omnia et 
singula premissa dictus Johannes tenet a festo purificationis ante 
datam indenture usque ad finern termini x1viij0 annorum, Ut patet 
indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xxviijo die 
novembris Anno Regni Regine Elizabeth nunc; et redditus, etc: 
xiijs..iiijd. 

Robertus Laycock et Johannes myller tenet (sic) duas partes 
totius comunie bosci et pasture in clauso vocato the owtsprynge: 
Q uas quidem duas partes dicti Robertus et Johannes tenent a data 
huius indenture usque ad finem termini xij annorum, Ut patet 
indentura dicti ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est vicesimo die 
marcij anno septimo Regine nunc; et redditus, etc: xiijs. iiijd. 

Thomas Ellingworth tenet unum clausurn prati vocatum 
usterclose: Quem quidem clausum dictus thomas tenet a data 
indenture sue usque ad finem termini xxj annorum, Ut patet 
indentura ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xviij 0 die aprilis annis 
quarto et quinto nuper regis philippi et marie regine; et redditus, 
etc: xijd. 
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Johannes Lange tenet unum tenementum vocatum Harden 
graunge cum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis et pasturis et alijs 
comoditatibus dicto tenemento pertinentibus, et medietatem unius 
Clausi terre, prati et pasture vocati the ynge: Que omnia et singula 
premissa dictus Johannes tenet a data indenture sue usque ad 
finem termini lxxijorllm annorum Ut patet indentura ifrancisci 
paslowe cuius data est octavo die octobris anno xxxviijo Henrici 
octavi; et redditus, etc: xxxs. xd. 

Nicholus Tempest tenet unum tenementum cum suis pertinen-
ciis, accum orreis, stahulis, terris, pratis, pascuis, pasturis, 
boscis, comunijs, et alijs pertinencijs et comoditatibus dicto 
tenemento pertinentibus in Harden predicta: Que omnia et singula 
premissa dictus nicholus tenet Ut assignatione Johannis tempest, 
militis, a primo die Augusti proxime futuro usque ad finem termini 
Q uadraginta annorum, Ut patet indentura dicti ifrancisci pis1owe, 
armigeri, cuius data est xxvj die Julij anno quarto nuper Regis 
Edward vjti; et redditus, etc: lxvjs. viijd. 

Dictus Nicholus tenet unam percellam terre in harden de novo 
inclusatam et aliam percellam terre juxta aquam de Ellyson: 
Q uas quidem percellas terre dictus nicholus tenet Ut assignatione 
J ohannis Tempest, militis, a festo pentecostes ante datam 
indenture usque ad finem termini sexaginta annorum Ut p[atet?] 
indentura ifrancisci Paslowe, militis [sic], cuius data est xxvjo die 
Julij anno quarto regis Edwardi sexti; et redditus, etc: xijd. 

Johannes Kyghleye tenet unum Clausum de novo inclusatum 
vocatum the Intacke in Harden adiacentem cuidam tenemento 
vocato Cowpers house: Quemquidem clausum dictus Johannes 
tenet a . . xiijs. iiijd. 

Summa Redditus in 
harden in Byngley 

xxvjli. vs. iijd. 

ffirma terrarum dominicatrum Manerij predicti: 

ifranciscus paslowe, gene rosus, tenet toturn Scitum Manerij 
de harden cum omnibus domibus desuper edificatis, hortis, 
pomarijs, terris arratis, pratis, pascuis, pasturis, moris, comunijs, 
comuni pastura et omnibus alijs suis pertinencijs in harden et 
Byngley predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus ifranciscus 
tenet pro termino vite sue absque aliquo reddendo; remanente 
Waltero Paslowe fihio suo et heredibus suis imperpetuum et 
arrentatur per Commissionarios per annum: xxii. 

Summa Redditus Manerij 
de harden in Byngley 

xlvjii. vs. iijd. 
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Redditus tenementorum per indenturam in Kyghley 
in Corn. Ebor. 

Johannes ifell tenet unum tenementum vocatum Roydehouse 
cum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis, pasturis, boscis, et cum una 
acra et dimidio terre, in lawecome, iacens et existens in Kyghley 
predicta: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus Johannes tenet a 
tercio die maij 1568 usque ad finem termini xxjius annorum, Ut 

patet indentura ifrancisci paslowe cuius data est xij 0 die februarij 
anno quinto nuper regis Edwardi sexti; et redditus, etc: xiiijs. 

Robertus Wright tenet unum tenernenturn cum omnibus 
edificijs desuper edificatis accum omnibus terris, pratis, pascuis, 
pasturis, et ceteris comoditatibus eidem tenemento pertinentibus, 
iacens et existens in laycock: Que omnia et singula premissa dictus 
Rob&tus tenet a festo annunciacionis beate marie proximo post 
datam indenture sue usque ad finem termini xxj annorum, Ut patet 
indentura ifrancisci paslowe cùius data est octavo die ffebruarij 
anno xxxviijo nuper regis henrici octavi; et redditus, etc: 
xiiijs. ixd. 

Jsota Core, vidua, tenet unum Cotagium cum gardino et uno 
crofto adiacente: Quequidem cotagium et croftum dicta Jsota tenet 
pro termino annorum Ut dicitur; et redditus, etc: xs. 

Johannes Exleye tenet unum Cotagium cum pertinencijs in 
kighley predicta: Quod quidem cotagium dictus Johannes tenet 
ad voluntatem domini; et redditus, etc: iijs. 

Walterus Paslowe tenet scitum manerij de exley hail cum uno 
incluso vocato kylneclose continente tres acras, uno alio incluso 
vocato westfeild continente decem acras, uno clauso pasture in 
sex partes diviso vocato Exley Hall close continente xxvj acras 
per estimacionem, uno clauso pasture vocato Styrkeclose con-
tinente sex acras, uno alio incluso pasture vocato the deiphe con-
tinente per estimacionem Quatuor acras accum uno clauso prati 
vocato the ynge continente octo acras: xis. 

Summa: iiijli. xxjd. 
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[ENGLISH VERSION] 

Harden in Byngleye: The Lands and Possessions of 
Walter Paslow, Esquire, in the County of York. 

Survey" of the Manor of Harden, made there by the 
aforesaid Edmund I-Jail and William Homberston, by virtue of the 
Commission aforesaid, on the twenty-seventh day of April in the 
year given above. 32 
Rents of tenements by indenture of the aforesaid manor in the 
County of York. 

Thomas Frith 16 holds one cottage, with the croft adjoining, 
situated in the aforesaid parish of Byngley, containing three 
acres: Which cottage the said (Thomas) holds from the date of 
his indenture until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears in 
the indenture of Francis paslow, esquire, dated the 10th day of 
July in the second year of king philip and queen mary; and the 
rent from it per annum (payable) equally at the feasts of 
pentecost and of saint martin in winter: iiis. iiijd. (July 10, 1556). 

Thomas Myg1eye36 holds one messuage called Ryecrofte with 
one parcel of meadow and one croft called Frythefeild containing 
in all four acres; with one close called Cootefeild containing three 
acres; one close called penriylytlynge containing one acre; the half 
of one close called Harden head, containing for the half-part 
twelve acres, with all springs thereto belonging: Each and all of 
which premises the said Thomas holds from the date of his 
indenture until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears 
in the indenture of Walter Paslewe dated the xvth day 
of november in the tenth year of the present queen and the 
rent thence (payable) per annum at the aforesaid feasts33: XS. 
(November 15, 1568) 

Robert Layecocke holds one tenement built upon called 
Whitecote, with all plough-lands, meadows, grazing-grounds and 
pastures to the said tenement belongiig: Each and all of which 
premises the said Robert Layecock 'holds from the sixteenth of 
december before the date of his indenture until the end of a term 

31. Exchequer (K.!?.) Miscellaneous Books : Series I (E. 164) vol. 38, 
if. 120d -125d. In the Public Record Office. 

32. Here, in the margin, the following note was written in English : The 
said Walter Paslew is delyvered out of the Tower by the Quene's 
pardon, and never atteynted as I have harde; ideo quere. 

33. The formula after the word " rent " is repeated after each entry. 
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of xlviij years, as appears in the indenture of ifrancis paslowe, 
dated the xxv day of January in the fist year of the present queei 
and the rent, etc: xxxs. vjd. (January 25, 1558-9) 

John Myller34 holds one tenement called Harden Graunge alias 
Heaton Graunge, with all buildings, lands, tenements, meadows, 
grazing-grounds and pastures to the said tenement belonging, ill 

Harden within the parish of Byngley aforesaid: Each and all of 
which premises the said John holds from the end of the term 
of John rny11er, senior, until the end of a term of twenty-one 
years, as appears in the indenture of the said ifrancis, dated the 
second day of march in the sixth year of king Edward the sixth, 
and rent, etc: xxxs. xd. (March 2, 1551-2) 

John More" holds two tenements, one in Harden, the other 
called Hunteshouse (?Hunter House) with all houses built thereon 
and with all lands, meadows, grazing-grounds and pastures to the 
said tenement belonging: Each and all of which premises the said 
John holds from the feast of Annunciation before the date of the 
indenture until the end of a term of forty-two years, as appears 
in the indenture of the said ifrancis paslowe, dated the 12th. 
July in the seventh year of the present queen, and rents, etc: 
xxvjs. viijd. (July 12, 1565) 

William More35 holds one tenement built upon with all 
buildings and another tenement in Collingworthe called the 
Hunthouse with all lands, meadows, grazing-grounds and pastures 
to the said tenement belonging: Each and all of which premises 
the said William holds from the feast of annunciation before the 
Date of his indenture until the end of a term of thirty years, as 
appears in the indenture of the said ifrancis paslowe, dated xxvij 
may in the seventh Year of the present queen, and rent, etc: 
xxvjs. viijd. (May 27, 1565) 

Johanna Mygeleye36 holds one tenement with all houses 
thereon built, called lytle Ryecrofte, with all lands, meadows, 
grazing-grounds, pastures and other of her properties there 
belonging in Harden aforesaid: Each and all of which premises 
the said Johanna holds from the end of an indenture made to 
Laurence Mygeley for a term of xxi years until the end of a term 
of xxj years, as appears in the indenture of the said ifrancis, 
dated xxvijo day of ifebruary in the vij year of the present Queen 
Elizabeth, and rent, etc: xxs. (February 27, 1564-5). 

John Ellingworthe37 holds one tenement built upon with all 
the lands, meadows, grazing-grounds and pastures to the said 
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tenement belonging, in harden aforesaid: Each and all of which 
premises the said John holds from the date of   Alice 
ifrythe until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears in the 
indenture of the said ifrancis, dated the tenth day of april in the 
second year of the late king Edward the Sixth, and rent, etc: 
xvijs. viijd. (April 10, 1548) 

T1 h 35 jOiifl Tiiomas hold one tenement with appurtenances and 
and one fulling-mill situated in Harden aforesaid with the flow 
of water and suit and service and other of his rights thereto 
pertaining: Each and all of which premises the said John holds 
from the feast of Annunciation before the date of the indenture 
until the end of a term of Sixty years, as appears in the indenture 
of the said ifrancis paslowe, dated the eighth day of april in the 
second and third years of the late King philip and queen mary 
and the rent, etc: xs. (April 8, 1556) 

William Ellingworthe holds one tenement with all houses 
built thereon and with all lands, meadows, grazing-lands, 
pastures and woodlands to the said tenement belonging in 
Harden aforesaid: Each and all of which premises the said 
william holds from the end of a term of ten years after the date 
of the indenture until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears 
in the indenture of the said ifrancis pasiowe dated xxvj day of 
November in the fourth and fifth years of king Philip and queen 
Mary; and rent, etc: xxijs. (March 26, 1558) 

William Féther35 holds one tenement built upon, with all 
buildings erected thereon, called Raven Roode and with all 
lands, meadows, grazing-grounds, pastures and other appurten-
ances to th said tenement belonging: Each and all of which 
premises the said william holds from the date of his indenture 
until the end of a term of forty years, as appears in the indenture of 
Francis Paslowe, dated the xxvj day of March in the seventh year 
of the present queen; and rent, etc: xijs. vjd. (March 26, 1565) 
The said. William holds the third part of one intacke in 
Harden, lately enclosed and called New Spring, and the third 
part of one wood growing therein called le Hollyes: Which the 
said William holds for a term of forty years by the above-
mentioned indenture; and rent, etc: vjs. viijd. (As above) 

Thomas Myller36 holds one messuage called Thorne alias 
Foxholes, with all lands, tenements, meadows, grazing-grounds, 
pastures and woodlands, commons, wastes and hereditaments to 
the said messuage belonging in Harden aforesaid: Each and all 
of which premises the said Thomas holds from the date of his 
indenture until the end of a term of forty-four years, as appears 
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in the indenture of the said Francis Paslowe, dated the third day 
of February in the second year of the present queen Elizabeth; 
and rent, etc: xxs. (February 3, 1559-60) 

Robert Burwell38 holds one messuage with all buildings to the 
said messuage belonging, and with all those lands adjoining, with 
woods called Ryecroft Springe in Harden Head, with all woods 
thereon, in the same place, lately in the tenure of the said Robert: 
Each and all of which premises the said Robert holds from the 
end of another indenture until the end of a term of xxj years, 
as appears in the indenture of the said Francis Paslowe dated 
xxiiijto day of October in the fourth and fifth years of the late king 
Philip and queen Mary; and rent, etc: xijd. (October 24, 1557) 

William Butterfield 36 holds one messuage with all buildings 
thereon erected, and with all lands, meadows, grazing-grounds, 
pastures, and with one parcel of land, as if is lately enclosed, 
extending to the south of the messuage of the said William: Which 
tenement and other premises the said William holds from the 
end of the indenture of Robert Jennett until the end of a term of 
forty-two years, as appears in the indenture of the said Francis 
dated the eighth day of December in the eighth year of the 
present queen; and rent, etc: xiijs. iiijd. (December 8, 1565) 

Thomas I1lingworth holds one tenement with all buildings 
thereon erected, and with all lands, meadows, woods and pastures 
to the same tenement belonging in Harden aforesaid: Each and 
all of which premises the said Thomas holds from the death of 
Robert Illingworth, his father, until the end of a term of xxj years, 
as appears in the indenture of the said Francis Paslowe dated the 
xx day of March in the seventh year of king Edward the Sixth; 
and rent, etc: vjs. viijd. (March 20, 1552-3) 

Richard Illyson holds one tenement, with all buildings 
thereon erected, and with all meadows, grazing-grounds and 
other of the appurtenances to the said tenement belonging, in 
Harden aforesaid: Each and all of which premises the said 
Richard holds from the death of Johanna, his mother, until the 
end of a term of xxj years, as appears in the indenture of the said 
Francis dated xviij day of November in the xxxviijo year of the 
late king Henry the Eighth; and rent, etc: vs. (November 18, 
1546) 

John Hardye holds one tenement with all lands, meadows, 
grazing-grounds, pastures and other appurtenances to the said 
tenement belonging: Each and all of which premises the said John 
holds from the date of another indenture formerly granted until 



1 

62 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

the end of a term of xxj years, as appears in the indenture 
of the said Francis dated the seventh day of October in 
the fourth year of king Edward the Sixth; and rent, etc: xs. iiijd. 
(October 7, 1550) 

Margaret Kyghley holds one messuage with one water fulling-
mill in Ayredale and with one close adjoining and the half part of 
one house called Cowp(er) House; Each and all of which premises 
the said Margaret holds according to the assignment of John 
Kyghley, 39 her father, from the feast of Andrew after the date 
of the indenture until the end of a term of forty-eight years, as 
appears in the indenture of the Abbot and convent of Ryvaulx 
dated xvjt0 day of October 1534 A.D. ; and rent, etc: xiijs. iijd. 
(October 16, 1534) 

William Wilson 40 holds one tenement called Ellycarre with all 
the buildings thereon erected, with all lands, meadows, grazing-
grounds and pastures to the said tenement belonging, situated, 
lying and standing in Harden aforesaid: Each and all of which 
premises the said William holds from the death of Henry Wilson 
and Elizabeth, which Elizabeth died on the xxvjto day of March, 
1567, until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears by 
the indenture of the said Francis Paslowe dated the xxiiij day of 
February in the xxxvij year of king Henry the Eighth; and rent, 
etc: vjs. viijd. (February 24, 1545-6) 

James Hardy holds one cottage with a garden and one croft 
enclosed outside the common; Each and all of which premises the 
said James holds from the present date until the end of a term of 
twenty years, as appears in the indenture of the said Francis 
Paslowe dated the twentieth day of October in the tenth year of 
the present queen; and rent, etc: xxd. (October 20, 1568) 

John Butler holds one parcel of land lately enclosed outside the 
common, containing thirteen acres of pasture and moorland, 
lying in a certain place called Marley Banke: Which parcel the 
said John holds from the date of the indenture until the end of a 
term of forty-two years, as appears in the indenture of the said 
Francis Paslowe dated the xviij day of June in the fourth year 
of the present queen ;,and rent, etc: xxd. (June 18, 1562) 

William Myller36 holds one tenement built upon, with each 
and all of its appurtenances, and with one water corn-mill, with 
suit and service, flow of water and other rights thereto belonging 
in Harden aforesaid: Each and all of which premises the said 
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William holds from the end of another indenture, now expired, 
until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears by the indenture 
of the said Francis Paslowe dated xx° day of July in the fourth 
year of king Edward the Sixth; and rent, etc: xxs. 

John Dobson" pays the lord each year for cutting timber for 
building his houses: xijd. 

Robert Bean1ands36 holds one tenement called Thurlowcs, with 
one close called the Draughte, one close called the Intackes, one 
close called Langfeild, one close called Coweshottynge, one close 
called Ryestubleleyes, one close called the Woodclose, the half of 
one close called the Spring, one parcel of land called the Lane, 
with each and all of their appurtenances, in Harden aforesaid: 
Each and all of whièh premises the said Robert holds from the 
Feast of Martin before the date of his indenture until the end of 
a term of xxj years, as appears in the indenture of the said Walter 
Paslowe dated the xxij day of November in the year of the present 
queen Elizabeth's ascent to the throne; and rent, etc: xs. 
(November 20, 1558) 

William Blakey and Thomas B1akey35 hold a new close 
called an Intacke, with a messuage built thereon, lately enclosed 
outside the common of Marlebanke in the parish of Byngley; Each 
and all of which premises the said William and Thomas hold from 
the date of their indenture until the end of a term of lx years, as 
appears in the indenture of Francis Paslow dated the tenth day 
of April in the first year of the present queen ; and rent, etc: xis. 
(April 10, 1559) 

John Miller" of Crossegate holds one tenement called Crosse-
gate with all lands, meadows, grazing-grounds, pastures and 
other advantages to the said tenement belonging; Each and all 
of which premises the said John holds from the Feast of 
Purification before the date of th indenture until the end of a 
term of *lviij years, as appears in the indenture of the said Francis 
Paslowe dated the xxviij day of November in the year of the 
accession of the present queen Elizabeth; and rent, etc: xiijs. iiijd. 
(November 28, 1558) 

Robert Laycock and John Myller hold two parts of all the 
common, wood and pasture in the close called Outspringe: Which 
two parts the said Robert and John hold from the date of this 
(sic) indenture until the end of a term of xij years, as appears 
in the indenture of the said Francis Paslowe dated the twentieth 
day of March in the seventh year of the present queen; and rent, 
etc: xiijs. iiijd. (March 20, 1560-1) 
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Thomas Ellingworth holds one close of meadow called Uster 
Close: Which close the said Thomas holds from the date of his 
indenture until the end of a term of xxj years, as appears in the 
indenture of Francis Paslowe dated the xxviij day of April in 
the fourth and fifth years of the late king Philip and queen Mary; 
and rent, etc: xijd. (April 28, 1558) 

John Lange 34 holds one tenement called Harden Graunge with 
all lands, meadows, grazing-grounds, and pastures and other 
advantages to the said tenement belonging; and the half of one 
close of land, meadow and pasture called the Ynge; Each and all 
of which premises the said John holds from the date of his 
indenture until the end of lxxij years, as appears in the indenture 
of Francis Paslowe dated the eighth day of October in the 
xxxviij year of Henry the Eighth; and rents, etc: xxxs. xd. 
(October 8, 1546) 

Nicholas Tempest" holds one tenement with its appurten-
ances, also with barns, stables, lands, meadows, pastures, woods, 
commons and other appurtenances and advantages to the said 
tenement belonging in Harden aforesaid: Each and all of which 
premises the said Nicholas holds according to the assignment of 
John Tempest, knight, from the first day of August next until 
the end of a term of forty years, as appears in the indenture of 
the said Francis Paslowe dated xxvj July in the fourth year of 
the late king Edward vj ; and rents, etc: lxvjs. viijd. (July 25, 1550) 
The said Nicholas holds one parcel of land in Harden recently 
enclosed and another parcel of land near the water of Ellyson: 
Which parcels of land the said Nicholas holds according to the 
assignment of John Tempest, knight, from the feast of Pentecost 
before the date of the indenture to the end of a term of sixty' 
years, as in the aforesaid indenture of Francis Paslowe, knight 
[sic], dated the xxvj day of July in the fourth year of king 
Edward the Sixth; and rents, etc: xijd. (Dated as above) 

John Kyghleye holds one close recently enclosed called the 
Intacke in Harden adjoining a certain tenement called Cowper's 
House: Which close the said John holds from (unfinished) 
xiijs. iiijd. 

Sum of Rents in 
Harden in Bingley: 

xxvjli. vs. iijd. 

Farm of the Demesne Lands of the aforesaid Manor 
Francis Paslowe, gentleman, holds all the Site of the 
Manor of Harden, with all houses thereon built, gardens, orchards, 
lands, ploughiands, moors, commons, commons of pasture and 
all other of its appurtenances, in harden and Byngley aforesaid; 
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Each and all of which premises the said ifrancis holds for the term 
of his life without payment to anyone; remainder to Walter 
Paslowe, his son, and to his heirs for ever and is assessed by the 
Commissioners per annum at xxii. 

Sum of Rents of the 
Manor of harden in Bingley 

xlvjii. vs. iijd. 

Rents of Tenements by Indenture in Kyghley 

John Fell42 holds one tenement called Roydehouse, with all 
lands, meadows, grazing-grounds, pastures, woods, and with one 
acre and a half of land in lawecome, lying and standing in Kighley 
aforesaid: Each and all of which premises the said John holds 
from the third day of may 1568 until the end of a term of xxj 
years, as appears in the indenture of ifrancis paslowe, dated the 
xij day of february in the fifth year of the late king Edward the 
sixth; and rent, etc: xiiijs. (May 3, 1568) 

Robert Wright holds one tenement with all buildings thereon 
erected and with all lands, meadows, grazing-grounds, pastures 
and other advantages to the same tenement belonging, lying and 
standing in laycock: Each and all of which premises the said 
Robert holds from the feast of the annunciation of the blessed mary 
next after the date of his indenture until the end of a term of xxj 
years as appears in the indenture of the said ifrancis paslowe dated 
the eighth day of february in the xxxviij year of the late king henry 
the eighth ;45 and rent, etc: xiiijs. ixd. (February 8, 1546-7) 

Ysota Core' 4' widow, holds'one cottage with garden and one 
croft adjoining: Which cottage and croft the said Ysota holds for 
a term of years, as it is said, and rent, etc: xs. 

John Exleye holds one cottage with appurtenances in kighley 
aforesaid: Which cottage th-e said John holds at the will of the 
lord, and rent, etc: iijs. 

Walter -Pas1owe44 holds the manor house of Exley Hall, with 
one enclosure called kylnclose, containing three acres; with 
another close called westfeild, containing ten acres; one close of 
pasture in six parts called Exley Hall close, containing by 
estimation xxvj acres; one close of pasture called Styrke close, 
containing six acres; one other enclosure of pasture, called the 
delplie, containing by estimation Four acres; and with one close 
of meadow called the ynge, containing eight acres. xls. 

Sum: iiijli. xxjd, 

11 
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APPENDIX 
1. 

Abstracts of Deeds showing the Dišpersal of the Estate 
covered by the Foregoing Survey 

34 Grant, September 24, 1572, by J. Paslew of Wiswall-to M. 
Birkhead of Gray's Inn, for 1061i. 13s. 4d.: 
The manor of Harden; 
Two tenements occupied by John Mylner of the Grange, 

rent : 30s. lOd. 
Two tenements occupied by John Lange of the Grange, 

rent: 30s. lOd. 
House in Marley occupied by John Dobson, rent: is. Od. 
Crossegate occupied by John Milner, rent: 20s. Od. 

(These notes 34 to 37 are based on W. E. Preston's 
abstracts from the Ferrand MSS.) 

35 Release, September 26, 1572, by J. Paslew of Wiswall to 
J. Robinson of Sowerby: 

Cowhouses, 2 tenements; Cullingworth, 2 messuages 
(Hunterhouse?), occupied by John Moore and 
Elizabeth Moore, rent: 53s. 4d. 

Ravenroyd, occupied by William Fether, rent: 19s. 2d. 
Marley Banks, occupied by Wm. Blakey and Thos. 

Blakey, rent: 40s. Od. 
Fulling Mill, occupied by John Thomas, rent: lOs. Od. 

Declaration, April 7, 1573: In consideration for a sum of 
money, Francis Paslew and Isabel, his wife, of Riddlesden, 
release all rights to the above to J. Robinson. 

Indenture, April 14, 1593, Abraham Robinson, in return for 
951i., granted possession to the respective tenants. 

36 Declaration, April 7, 1573: Francis Paslew and Isabel, his 
wife, released to Wm Saville of Skircott six messuages, 
one cottage and one watermill held severally by Hy 
Mydgley (Little Ryecroft?), Thos. Mydgley, Wm Mylner, 
Thos. Mylner (Thorne or Foxholes?), Robert Beanlands, 
Thos. Frithe, \Vni Butterfield. There seems good reason 
for believing that this Declaration was preceded by a release 
from J. Paslew of Wiswall to Wm Saville. 

37 Indenture, May 20, 1591: Wm Illingworth and Ellen, his 
wife, conveyed to Rich. Shackleton for 501i. Lum Hurst 
House, occupied by Wm and Bryan Illingworth. This 
messuage was later known as Shackleton House. 

38 Bond, April 25, 1571: Bond of 201i. from Walter Paslew of 
Riddlesden to Thos. Wilkinson, of Thwaites and Wm 
Wilson of Elder Carr for the performances of covenants 
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drawn concerning the purchase of three tenements: Cowper 
House, Burwells, Eldercarre. (Elam Grange M55, 
Keighley Museum). 

39 John Keighley belonged to the Newhall Branch of the 
Keighley Family. (See " The Keighley Family," by W. 
P. Baildon, F.S.A. Yorks. Arch. Journ., xxvii, 93.) His 
walkmylne in Airdaill " was subsequently known as 
Keighley Milne ". (See Inventory under the name of 

W. Morvell of Kyghley Mylne, Beckside, December 2, 
1615. Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society: Local 
Record Series, i, 24). 

40 Indenture, January 20, 1571-2: F. Paslew of Riddlesden and 
Walter, his son, for a sum of money granted Elder Carr to 
\Vm Wilson, glover. (Elani Grange MSS, Keighley 
Museum). 

41 Nicholas Tempest of Bowling Hall succeeded his brother, 
Sir John, at the latter's death on November 16, 1565. He 
lived partly at Wadlands and partly at Dewsbury. His 
will is dated December 25, 1570, and his inquisition post 
mortem was taken at Leeds, December 24, 1570 [sic]. Sec 
The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), i, 504-505. 

42 It is possible that Fell Lane, which branches off from 
Oakworth Road in Keighley, now preserves the name of 
this Exley family. In the Keighley Parish Register, this 
name first occurs in 1623. 

43 Ysott Coore, buried September 17, 1573. (Keighley Parish 
Register). The Christian name may he a variation of 
Yseult. 

44 Indenture, March 2, 1571-2: J. Paslew of Wiswall and Walter 
Paslew sold Exley Hall, with lands, to George and John 
Clapham, William Rawson and John Sugden. Amongst 
the enclosures named were Westfield (9 acres), Stirke 
Close (5 acres), Delf Close and Kiln Close. See Tile 
Bradford Antiquary (New Series), vii, 120. The site of 
Exley Hall was possibly that of the house which still bears 
over the door-way this inscription: " W.C.M.C. 1662. 
1.R." (In July 1660, William Clapham of Exley married 
Mary, daughter of Thomas Hird of Braithwaite. John 
Roper married another daughter of T. Hird). 

45 EKing Henry VIII died on January 28, 1546-7. Does the date 
given to this indenture imply that, after the lapse of eleven 
days, the news of the king's death had not yet reached 
Riddlesden? 



EDITORIAL 

This issue of the Society's journal not only begins 
a new volume: it also appears in a new cover. The 
long-familiar one, incorporating the design carried out 
by John Thornton, a member of the first Council of 
the Society, in 1880, has been used without a break since 
1909. 

Adopted as the cover design for the first number 
of the journal in 1881, it continued in use for fifteen 
years, till soon after Professor Federer assumed the 
editorship. Part II of the New Series, published in 
1897, appeared in a different cover and this was used 
till 1908. 

When Part XIII was published, in 1909, the 
original cover design was revived by Dr. J. Hambley 
Rowe, who had recently succeeded Charles A. Federer 
as Honorary Editor. It is understandable that, being a 
Cornishman, Dr. Rowe should revert to the original 
design, for there is a Celtic feeling about it. 

From time to time it has been remarked that John 
Thorntón's design is unsuitable; certainly it is too big 
for a journal nine inches high. When it was introduced 
The Bradford Antiquary—Old Series—was a taller 
publication than it is nowadays and the design, there-
fore, scaled conveniently with the size of the cover page. 

I have felt for some time that a different lay-out 
of the cover should be adopted, and recently the Council 
of the Society agreed upon a change of style. I have 
tried to design a cover that shall be dignified in 
appearance: the present one is the result and it is hoped 
that it will have the approval of the Society's members. 

W.R. 

- 



THE MANOR OF TONG 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

PART I 

THE FAMILY OF TONG, LORDS OF TONG 

THE starting point in the descent of the manor of 
Tong is the Domesday Survey, where we notice 
that Stainuif, a Saxon, formerly had in Tuinc, 

or Tong, four carucates of land to be taxed. In 1086 
it was in the possession of Ilbert de Lascy and was 
then waste; that is to say, unproductive. Its value in 
the time of Edward the Confessor was 20s. There was 
wood pasture half a mile long and half a mile broad. 

Until the earliest known Tong charter (circa 1260) 
is discussed we will consider the family of Tong. 
Immediately, we are faced by a person in Yorkshire 
history who has perplexed many historians and genealo-
gists: he is Asoif, an extensive landowner in the West 
Riding, who is thought to have died in or before the 
year 1159. His descendants have proved a fruitful 
subject of research, and various findings have been 
placed on record by abler hands than mine. William 
Farrer says,' "Asoif seems to have been lord of Tong 
about the time of King Stephen." 

Asoif had many sons each of whom appears to 
have assumed a surname derived from his place of 
habitation. Only two of these, Richard and Jordan, 
concern us. It is generally agreed that Richard became 
Richard de Tang and the progenitor of the Tong family. 
He must have been born in the reign of Henry I, as he 
witnessed an undated charter sometime between 1132 

1 In his Early Yorkshire Charters, iii, 1916, no. 1766, p. 390. 
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and 1140 and was living as late as 1194-5. The former, 
or period, date is that assigned by Professor A. Hamilton 
Thompson  to a charter granting the vill of Kildwick 
to Bolton Priory, which was witnessed by Richard son 
of Elsulf. This is the earliest occurrence of Richard's 
name; thenceforth he was a party to many transactions. 
As Richard de Tuenche he was amerced one mark 
before the Justiciar for concealing a plea of the crown 
(pro jlczcito corone celato) in the wapentake of Morley 
in 1165-6.' In 1166 Richard was certified as holding 
of Henry de Lascy one-fourth part of a knight's fee.' 
Richard son of Essoif in 1175-6 owed 40s. for a forest 
amercement ;5 and as Richard son of Essoif de Tang 
he granted a villein to Kirkstall Abbey for two marks.' 
This is one of many such grants by manorial lords to 
this Abbey, but unfortunately it is not dated, and 
witnesses' names are not given. 

Richard de Tang attested a number of charters to 
religious foundations during the period 1155 to 1192. 
He was living two years later when, as Richard son of 
Essuif de Thuang, he essoined himself de malo veniendi 
by Walter son of Robert in a plea of land against his 
nephew, Richard son of Jordan [de Thornhill]! The 
Thornhills, descended from Jordan son of Asolf, con-
tinued to hold of the Tong family property in Thornhill 
and elsewhere under a certain fine, the contents of which 
are contained in an extract from the court rolls of the 
honour of Pontefract, dated January 8, 13 Henry IV 

2 In his History . . . of the Priory of St. Mary, Bolton-in-Wharfedale: 
Thoresby Society Publications, xxx, 1928, 55. This charter is repro-
duced in History . . . of the Deanery of Craven, by T. D. Whitaker, 
3rd edition, 1878, facing p. 448. 

3 Pipe Roll, 12 Henry H. The extracts from national records are taken 
from the large collection of notes made by the late Mr W. Paley 
Baildon; these Yorkshire notes are now at the Cartwright Memorial 
Hall, Bradford. 

4 Farrer, ante., p. 198. 

5 Pipe Roll, 22 Henry II. 

6 Coucher Book of Kirkstall Abbey. Thoresby Society Publications, 1904, 
p. 205. 

7 Rot. Cur. Regis, I, 123. 
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(141112).8 The roll records that a fine was made in 
the King's court at Westminster on January 25, 1194-5, 
between Richard de Tang and Jordan son of Esoif, 
and Richard, his son, of the land of Thornhill, Hunddes-
worth [Hunsworth] and Birle [Bierley]. There was 
a plea respecting the holding of this land, namely, that 
Richard de Tong had granted to Jordan and Richard, 
his son, to be held of the grantor, lands, waters, and 
mills, with the advowson of churches, and all liberties 
and free customs to be performed for the same to 
Richard de Tang in the claim which they had against 
Thomas FitzEsolf and William FitzJohn. For this 
agreement and quitclaim Jordan and his son gave the 
grantor, Richard de Tang, twenty marks of silver. At 
the foot of this instrument is a memorandum to the 
effect that Richard de Tang had accepted lOs. yearly 
for his whole service from Richard son of Jordan. 
Thus would this final agreement terminate the plea in 
the King's court which was in process on November 12, 
1194. 

Richard de Tang probably died soon after this 
transaction. Asolf had a large family of sons and it is 
reasonable to consider Richard an elder son, particularly 
as he had an interest in Bolton Priory before its removal 
from Embsay to Bolton. He had, therefore, lived a 
long life by the time the reign of Richard I was nearing 
its close. His wife, Maude, outlived him, and his 
children were Richard and Maude, who married Stephen 
Hibernicus.9 Maude, the widow, also had an interest 
in Bolton Priory and Kildwick, for, by a charter without 
date, she gave to the canons of Bolton her mill of 

8 Copy of court roll at the Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. This roll 
states that Lady Elizabeth Saville, Lady of Thornhill, had been required 
to do suit for the manors of Hunsworth, Bierley and Thornhill, but that 
she claimed to be exonerated of the suit by virtue of the fine discussed 
above. She then held the said manors of John de Tong by military 
service, and John in chief of the lord of the Castle of Pontefract. This 
document and others relating to the manor of Tong were given to the 
city of Bradford by the late Mrs H. F. M. Tempest, O.B.E. 

9 BiIdo,i and the Baildons, ii, 26. By W. Paley Baildon, whose valuable 
notes on Yorkshire families and manors have been mentioned. 
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Ravenswath and all the land which she had of the gift 
of her father in Trepwood, in Kildwick.'° Another note 
by Dodsworth" "out of Bolton Leiger," now lost, 
records that by an undated charter John de Lunde, 
Prior of Bolton, together with the canons serving there, 
granted to Geoffrey de Nevill their mill in Newbiggin 
and Ravenswath, which they had of the gift of Maude, 
daughter of Richard de Tonge. 

Richard (II), the son, is very likely the Richard de 
Tang who in 1194-5 was fined fifty marks for complicity 
in the massacre of the Jews at York in 1190.12 It is 
hardly possible that the Richard who participated in 
this attack could be, as Farrer states,'3 the first Richard 
for, presumably, he would be too old for such an affray. 
In June, 1203, after an assize of mort d'ancestor had 
been arraigned, there was a fine between Geoffrey, son 
of Pagan de Pudekeshee [Pudsey], and Agnes, his wife, 
daughter and heir of Robert de Tireshale, lord of 
Tyersal, and Richard de Tange. It related to the third 
part of two bovates of land and two messuages in 
Tyersal, which Richard admitted to be the right of 
Agnes. Geoffrey and Agnes granted the land and 
tenements to Richard and his heirs to hold of the 
grantors by the service of 4d. yearly, for which Richard 
gave 20s.'4 This Richard occurs as a witness to many 
undated charters relating to Pudsey, Tyersal and else-
where in the reign of John and the early part of that of 
Henry JJJ,15 In 1211-12 there was some litigation, a 
brecie de loqitela, in progress between this Richard and 
John de Tornhull, which perhaps had reference to the 
Thornhill property. 16 

10 Harley MS., 804, fo. 158d. 11 Ibid., fo. 103d. 

12 Pipe Rolls, 6, 7, 8 and 9 Richard I. 13 Ante., p. 389. 

14 Feet of Fines, John, no. 216. 

15 Calverley Charters, pp. 2, 3, 5, 7, 17: Thoresby Society Publications. 
1894-1903; the same Society's Miscellanea, iv, 45; Bradford Anti-
quary (Old Series), i, 275; Chartilary of St. John of Pontefract: 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society's Record Series, xxv, p. 283; History 
of Pudsey, by S. Rayner, 1887, 20. 

16 Pije Rolls, 13 and 15 John. 
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Farrer says" that this Richard probably died before 
1220. Another Richard de Tange (III) followed, and 
in 1224-5 he was one of four knights summoned to elect 
twelve recognitors for the great assize.'8 We learn from 
the Testa de .Vevill that Richard de Tonge held one-
fourth part of a knight's fee of John de Lascy, Earl of 
Lincoln. 

Very little information seems available regarding 
the third Richard, who died about 1244, as in that year 
his son and heir, again named Richard, gave thirty 
marks for his relief for tenements held of the Earl of 
Lincoln, whose heir was in the King's custody.'9 He, 
Richard (IV), occurs frequently as a witness to charters 
as Sir Richard de Tange, and Thong.2° Concord was 
made concerning the dower of Amice, or Avice, widow 
of Richard (III) in 12456.21 Evidently Avice married 
again, taking for her second husband Stephen de Lund, 
and together, in 1250, they laid a complaint against 
Richard de Thong for waste in his wood of Thong. 
Richard had deprived plaintiffs of their reasonable 
estovers which they ought to have by reason of the 
dower of Avice in Tong. Richard did not appear and 
he was attached by Adam de Boiling and Thomas de 
Farnley. 22 Richard's second pledges were Robert de 
Boiling and John de Bateleye. 23 The following year 
saw Richard engaged in a dispute with Richard 
Tempest, touching three carucates of land in Stoc 
[Stock] and Braycewell. In his plea Richard de Tange 
showed that an ancestor of his, one Richard, was seised 
of the land in the time of Henry II, the descent being 
from Richard de Tang (I) to Richard (II), as son and 

17 Ante., p. 389. 18 Curia Regis Rolls, Mich,, 9 Henry II!, m.6. 

19 Farrer, ante., p. 390. 

20 Calverley Charters, pp. 6, 10, 25, 38, 104; Chartulary of the Prior-i, of 
Monkbretton: Yorkshire Archaeological Society's Record Series, lxvi, 
1924, p. 53. 

21 Assize Roll, 30 Henry III. 

22 Curia Regis Rolls, 139, Easter, 34 Henry III, m.8. 

23 Ibid., 141, m.24. 
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heir, then to his son and heir, Richard (III), and finally 
to the plaintiff, as son and heir of Richard (111).24 
This action was concluded on January 20, 125172, when 
Richard de Tange released to Tempest the three caru-
cates in dispute, for which the latter gave fourteen 
marks of silver.25 In the same year, 36 Henry III, there 
was a fine made between Richard de Tonge, plaintiff, 
and Philip de Faucumberge, defendant, as to 40s. 
arrears of a yearly rent of lOs. in respect of a tenement 
in Collinge [Cowling], held by Philip of the plaintiff. 
The defendant gave 30s. and Richard forgave the 
balance. 26 References to interests which the Tong family 
had in Cowling, in Airedale, will be made later; it will 
be seen that for a long period the family held land there: 
but to discuss the subject at length is outside the province 
of this paper. 

The period assigned to the earliest existing Tong 
charter is now reached, namely, circa 1260. This date 
is ascribed by the writer after much effort has been 
made in ascertaining the age of the document, which 
has been erroneously stated by previous writers to be 
the instrument by which the manor came into the 
possession of the Tong family, and to belong to about 
the year 1200. For reasons which will shortly be given 
this cannot be so; and in view of the conveyance of 
1194-5, the opinion is held that the manor of Tong 
belonged to the family of that name before the middle 
of the thirteenth century. The charter recites that 
Hugh de Nevill, lord of Brerelay, grants to Richard de 
Tang his manor of Tang, with all the lordship, or 
demesne, and other appurtenances, as well as rents and 
services of all his tenants, both free and villein,wardships, 
reliefs, escheats, etc., and all the lands and tenements 
which the grantor held by military service. Richard 
and his heirs were to hold the manor of the chief lord 

24 Assize Roll, 1046, Mich., 35-6 Henry III, m.35. 

25 Feet of Fines, Yorkshire, Hilary, 36 Henry III. 

26 Ibid., Month of Easter, no. 94. 
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of the fee by services due and accustomed, with remain-
der to Richard's right heirs. One side of the manor 
then abutted upon Sayntellyng royd toward the north, 
another upon Sowtheleston toward the east, and another 
upon Dodelaw 27 toward the west side of the highroad, and 
extending to Est Byrele feyld [East Bierley field], 
thence to Foxhollis and so to Shasyke toward the east 
side of the highroad. The witnesses were Hugh de 
Hintona, John de Thorpe and others. 28 

Supposing Hugh de Nevill was full proprietor of 
Tong, how did he come to be in a position to grant the 
manor? The only feasible explanation would be that 
he became possessed of it through his mother, who was 
a descendant of Ailric, a Saxon, who had lands granted 
to him out of the great Lascy fee. Among these lands 
was Brerelay, or Brierley, in south Yorkshire. Ailric had 
a son named Swain. Swain's son was Adam, who 
founded the Priory of Monk Bretton. When he died 
in 1159 he left two daughters, Amabil and Matilda, 
between whom his fee was divided. The descendants of 
Matilda, or Maude, settled at Brierley. Matilda had 
a son, who died without issue, and two daughters, 
Clementia, wife of Eudo de Longvillers, and Mabilia, or 
Mabel, who became the wife of William de Lamare. 29 
William de Lamare and Mabel had a daughter, also 
named Mabel, who married Geoffrey de Nevill, and 
Hugh de Nevill, lord of Brerelay, was the child of this 
marriage. Another undated charter in the Tong Hall 
collection of manuscripts is a grant by Hugh de Nevill, 
chief lord of Brerelay, to Alan de Scolelay, of a parcel of 
land in Grimesthorpe and Brierley, formerly held by 
Nigel de Grimesthorpe. The witnesses to this deed were 
Adam de Wannervill, Nicholas de Burton, John de 
Thorp, Adam de Grimesthorpe, Adam Acherd, Michael 

27 ? Now Dudley. i.e., Dudley Hill, at the western extremity of the township 
of Tong. 

28 This and other charters anterior to 1450 are among the Tempest family 
muniments now at the Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 

29 Farrer, ante., p. 318. 
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Scot and Henry de Middeiwood, clerk. Apparently the 
lands of Amabil and Matilda, daughters of Adam Fitz-
Swain, crossed one another, for there were rights in the 
various manors enjoyed later by the Longvillers and 
Nevill families. This fact, presumably, accounts for 
Hugh being described as chief lord of Brerelay, a fee 
which was held of the castle of Pontefract, and of which 
fee other manors were parcel. 

But is it not more than likely that Hugh de Nevill, 
the donor, by the terms of the gift was acting as a 
feoffee of the donee, Richard de Tang, rather than that 
he was making a gift of a manor of his own? It will be 
noticed from the illustration subjoined that the grant 
was not in fee simple: it was a conditional grant in tail, 
with remainder to the donee's right heirs; no reversion 
to the donor's heirs is mentioned. Moreover, the tenure 
was not of Hugh but of the chief lord of the fee. 

Apart from these considerations the charter presents 
a few points of interest. It was drawn up by a scribe 
who, since certain inaccuracies are in evidence, 30 appears 
to have had an incomplete experience of his work; and 
the language used suggests a date later than the 
thirteenth century. One hesitates, too, to ascribe the 
handwriting to that century. The conclusion arrived at, 
therefore, is that the document probably represents an 
effort to reproduce an earlier charter. Such reproduction 
is known to have been done; and credence is lent to 
this conclusion by the fact that the seal is not the one 
which Hugh de Nevill usually set to his charters.3' 

The next question to be answered is: when did 
Hugh de Nevill make the grant to Richard de Tang? 
Hugh's father, Geoffrey, was dead in 1249, for Mabel, 
widow of Geoffrey de Nevill and mother of Hugh, made 

30 E.g., feodo in error for feudi (line 12 of the charter) ; defendintus [sic] 
added with no et before it (third line from bottom); and a somewhat 
odd passage in a warranty clause, namely, "the right heirs of me the 
said Hugh de Brerelay" (fourth line from bottom). 

31 I am indebted to Dr Charles T. Clay, to whom I showed a photographic 
print of this charter, for information and observations which cast doubt 
upon the claim of this document to be the original deed. 
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a grant to Monk Bretton Priory between 1249 and 1253. 
Further guidance in fixing an approximate date is 
offered by the witnesses to the two undated charters 
mentioned. John de Thorp was seneschal to Hugh de 
Nevill, and, together with Sir Adam de Wannervill, he 
occurs as a witness to a deed dated 1279.32 According 
to the inquisition Post mortem of William de Wannervill 
in 29 Henry III (1244-5) his son, Adam, then aged 
twelve years, was his heir. 33 This Adam and Richard 
de Tonge are mentioned in a list of the fees assigned 
in dower to Dame Alesia, relict of Edmund de 
Lascy. They each held half a fee. 34 Nicholas de 
Burton was steward to the Earl of Lincoln before 1273. 35 
Adam Acherd, of Grimesthorpe, was one of the heirs of 
Sir John de Hoderode, seneschal of Pontefract Castle, 
who died before 1272-3. Finally, there is Michael 
Scot, who witnessed a deed in 1261. 37 

Hugh de Nevill married Margaret, daughter of 
Thomas de Furnivall, 38 but at what date we cannot say; 
neither can the date of his death be given, as no 
inquisition has been seen. But it would appear that 
he died before 1284, as in that year we find Hugh de 
Mitton and Margaret, his wife, claiming one-third of a 
mill and land in Wirkesburdale [Worsborough-dale] 
as dower from Hugh de Nevill, Margaret's first husband. 
They also laid a claim, in respect of dower right, to 
property in Brierley. 39 After a careful examination of 

32 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series. xxxix, 1909. 
p.125. 

33 Yorkshire Inquisitions: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, xxxi, 
1902, pp. 1, 2. 

34 Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1258-1266, pp. 4, 5. 
35 Extract from returns of Commissioners, Wapentake of Agbrigg, Edward 

I, 1273-4 -" They [the Commissioners] say that Nicholas de Burton, 
formerly steward of the Earl of Lincoln . . ." Yorkshire Archceologj-
cal Journal, ii, 1873, 5, 6. 

36 Ibid., i, 1870, 172. 

37 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, lxxxiii, 1932, 
p. 55. 

38 Ibid., lxxvi, 1930, pp. 42, 185. 

39 De Banco, Hilary, 12 Edward I, m.57; and Mich., 12 and 13 Edward I, 
m.48d. 

o 
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the evidences available the conclusion reached by the 
writer is that the manor of Tong was granted by Hugh 
de Nevill, as a feoffee only, to Richard de Tang about 
the year 1260. 

Richard de Tang (IV) apparently, died before 1268 
as, in 52 Henry III (1267-8), Maude, his widow, did 
not prosecute the writ of novel disseisin which she had 
brought against William de Birton concerning common 
of pasture in Tong. Her pledges, or sureties, were 
Thomas de Langetoft and Richard, son of Richard de 
Baildon.4° Maude also brought a claim relative to her 
dower right in Cowling and Ravenswath.4' In the same 
term Nicholas, son of Richard de Tong (III), brought 
a writ of novel disseisin against Alesia de Lascy 
regarding property in Tong, but as he did not prosecute 
his claim he was in mercy. 42 Maude's claim to dower 
in Cowling and Ravenswath was brought against Sarra 
de Boyvill, who called to warrant Richard, son of 
Richard de Tange, who was then under age and in the 
custody of William de Byrton, according to a charter 
of Richard, son of Richard de Tange and father of the 
young Richard. The other part of Richard's estate 43 
was in the custody of John de Balliol and John de 
Keggewith. 

Richard de Tong (V) was still within age in 1280, 
as in that year Nicholas, his uncle, claimed the ward-
ship of the youth and part of his lands. 44 In the 
following year Maude was still waging her law for dower 
right in Cowling, namely, one-third of twelve messuages, 
fifty acres of land, fifteen of meadow, forty of wood and 
five marks of rent. This claim was brought against 
Nicholas de Tonge, her late husband's brother. 45 

40 Assize Roll, 1050, Hilary, 52 Henry III, m.20. 

41 Ibid., m.47. 

42 Ibid., m.l0d. 

43 Six marks of rent in the county of Leicester. Assize Roll, York. m.48. 

44 Assize Roll, 1056, 8 Edward I, in.27. 

45 Ibid., 148, Derby, Easter, 9 Edward I, m.27d. 
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In 1286-7 Richard was of age; he was then defend-
ant in a plea of novel disseisin in Tong brought by his 
uncle, Nicholas. Richard, in a plea against Alesia de 
Lascy and John, son of Richard de Thornhill, sought 
to present to the church of Thornhill, but he afterwards 
withdrew. 46 In the same year, 1290, he entered a plea 
against his mother for committing waste in lands, etc., 
in Tong, which Maude held in dower. 47 She held her 
third of the manor, and the waste complained of con-
sisted of the pulling down and selling of a barn, valued 
at lOOs., and a cowshed (boveria) worth 40s. She had 
also cut down 400 oak trees worth 401i., twenty pear, 
forty apple and forty ash trees, every one of which was 
valued at is. 48 

The Cowling possession of the Tongs appears to. 
have been the cause of litigation. Richard brought a 
suit against Robert de Thong, his uncle, in 1292-3, in 
which he claimed a messuage, thirty aces of land, 
fifteen of meadow and 40s. rent. He pleaded that his 
grandfather died seised of these premises and rent, but 
Robert replied that at the last assize plaintiff brought a 
similar action against Nicholas de Thong, Robert's 
brother (then dead), when the jury found that Richard's 
grandfather did not die so seised.49 Richard de Tonge 
figured in several court proceedings either as plaintiff 
or defendant. For example, he brought a false claim 
against the Abbot of Kirkstall in 1293 touching land 
and wood in Tyersal 50 nine years later he issued a 
writ of entry against Henry de Mayningham relating to 
land and wood in Tong; 51 two years later, in 1304, he, 
as an executor of Hugh de Swyllington, was a defendant 
in a plea of debt brought by William de Swyllington ;52 

46 De Banco, Trinity, 18 Edward I, m.108d. 
47 Ibid., Easter, 18 Edward I, m.43. 
48 Ibid., Hilary and Trinity, 19 Edward I. 

49 Assize Roll, m.54. 

50 Assize, 1085, Mich., 21 Edward I, mm.24, 25. 

51 De Banco, Mich., 30-31 Edward I, no. 146. 

52 Ibid., Mich., 33 Edward I, M.102. 
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and in 1317 he was defendant in a plea brought by 
Richard de Thorp to warrant a messuage and six marks 
of rent in Thorp, near Langeton, in Leicestershire, of 
which the plaintiff had a charter of Richard de Tonge 
(IV)." Richard (V) witnessed many charters relating 
to premises in Calverley, Farsley, Guiseley, Pudsey and 
Tyersal. 54 

In 1302-3 John de Thornhill held of Richard de 
Tonge one carucate of land in Hunsworth, this being 
part of the three carucates held by Richard. 55 In 1303 
(31 Edward I) the aid granted to the King in 1290 was 
collected and we find 56 that Richard paid for his three 
carucates 6s. 8-d. In Tong eighteen carucates then 
equalled a knight's fee, so that Richard's holding there 
was such as would maintain one-sixth of a knight. 
According to the Noinina Villaruin 57 this Richard was 
lord of Tong in 1316 (9 Edward II). 

About the year 1310 Margery del Schagh granted 
to Richard and Juliana, his wife, land in "le Schagh," 
in the viii of Tong. Property in Shay was the subject 
of subsequent grants which will be noticed later, when, 
in their chronological sequence, they help in tracing the 
descent of the manor and family of Tong. 

Trouble with the Scots in the wapentake of Morley 
is indicated in the writ issued by Edward II, from York, 
to Richard de Tonge on August 10, 1314, when he was 
called upon to raise all men between fifteen and sixty 
years of age who were capable of bearing arms to repel 
the invading Scots. 58 

We now reach a stage in the descent of the manor 
of Tong which at first presented some difficulty; but 
from records which will be discussed I interpret the 
descent to have been as follows :—Richard (V) died in 

53 Ibid., Mich., 10 Edward II, m.12d. 
54 Calverley Charters, pp. 62, 64, 80, 86, 88, 94, 116-118, 125, 128, 130, 

139, 142, 154. 
55 Yorkshire Archæological Journal, xxix, 1929, 301. 

56 Surtees Society: Publications, xlix, 279. 
57 Ibid., 360. 58 Rayner, ante., 27. 
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or before the year 1318 and was succeeded by his son, 
Richard (VI), who died on June 20, 15 Edward II 
(1322), leaving a son, an infant. 

In 1318 Juliana de Tang and Richard, her son, 
executors of Richard de Tang, late co-executor with 
William, son of Adam de Swyllington, parson, or rector, 
of Melton, of the will of William de Swyllington, were 
defendants in a plea of debt brought by Isabel, daughter 
of Thomas Trusbut. 59 Obviously, therefore, Richard 
(V), husband of Juliana, was then dead and Richard (VI), 
her son, must have been of age to be acting as an 
executor of his father's estate. The inquisition Post 
mortem of Richard (VI) was taken at York on the Eve 
of the Assumption, 16 Edward II (1322-3), when he 
was found to have died seised of two parts of the manor 
of Tong, and rents in Hunsworth, Tyersal and Owicotes, 
in Pudsey. These were held, together with the remaining 
third part which Juliana, widow of Richard (V), held in 
dower, of the King in chief as of the honour of Pontefract 
(then in the King's hands through the forfeiture of 
Thomas, Earl of Lancaster), by homage and fealty and 
by the service of lOs. yearly, with suit at the court of 
the said honour. It is interesting to note from this 
inquisition that the capital messuage, or mansion house, 
of Tong (that is, the Tong Hall erected probably in early 
Plantagenet days) was then in a ruinous state. The 
jury found Richard (VII), his son, next heir, he then 
being three years old .60 From the inquisition post 
mortem of John de Thornhill, also in 1322, we find that 
he held the manors of Thornhill and Hunsworth of the 
heir of Richard de Tonge, a minor in the King's ward, 
by the service of one-fourth part of a knight's fee and 
lOs. yearly; that is to say, the same service by which 
Jordan son of Asolf, ancestor of John de Thornhill, was 
granted the lands in 1194-5. The manor of Thornhill, 
with the advowson of the church there, was held by the 

59 De Banco, Hilary, 11 Edward II, m.269d. 

60 Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, vi, Edward II, p. 211. 
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service of one-eighth part of a fee, and Hunsworth also 
by one-eighth part and the lOs. yearly." It is submitted, 
therefore, that the descent from Richard (V) to Richard 
(VII) is clear. 

In view of two deaths within a short space of time, 
by whom was the manor of Tong then held? We turn 
to the Pipe Rolls of 16 Edward II and find that the 
sum of 39s. lid, occurs as issues of two parts of the 
manor from June 20, 1322, on which day Richard (VI) 
died, to August 18 following, when one-third of the said 
two parts was assigned to Joan, widow of Richard (VI), 
in dower. We have seen from the latter's inquisition 
that the other full third part was held in dower by Juliana, 
his mother. The issues of the remaining two-thirds of 
the said two parts of the manor amounted to 21s. 6d. 
from August 18 to Michaelmas following. There was 
then a capital messuage, or manor house, at Tong, 62 
where certain tenants of Brian de Thornhill in Huns-
worth did ßrecariae, or boon works, in the week of 
Q uadragesima and work in the autumn. At Hunsworth 
there was also a manor house. 63 

On March 11, 16 Edward II (1323), Juliana de 
Tonge granted to Thomas de Fenton a messuage and 
all the lands and tenements which she had had in 
"le Schaye," in the territory of Tong, rendering yearly 
to the church of Birstall wax to the value of 12d. for 
all services. 64 

Joan, widow of Richard de Tonge (VI), paid eight 
marks for having the custody of two parts of her late 
husband's lands, which were in the King's hands by 
reason of the minority of Richard's son and heir, 
Richard (VII). 65 At York on January 28, 1327, Joan de 
Tonge was granted the wardship of the young Richard 
for which she gave twenty marks. 66 Three years later, 

61 Ibid., p. 202. 62 Pipe Roll, 16 Edward II. 63 Ibid. 
64 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, lxix, 1926, 

pp. 172, 173. Tong was in the parish of Birstall. 
65 PiJe Roll, 17 Edward H. 
66 Deed, Tempest MSS. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
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on May 9, 1330, she was the wife of Roger, son of 
Roger de Ledes, and then owed the King four marks 
for her fine for licence to marry, 67 

We return to the property known as Shay, in Tong, 
and find that in 1334 Margaret, formerly wife of Sir 
Roger de Ledes, knight, granted to the latter's son and 
heir, Roger, all her lands and tenements "del Schaye," 
by Tong, which she had of the grant and feoffment of 
Thomas de Fenton for her life .61 Was there a relation-
ship between Juliana, who granted the premises to 
Thomas some eleven years before, and Margaret? I 
think there may have been, and in support of this theory 
it may be mentioned that Crabtree, in his History of 
Halifax, quotes a deed, without reference, by which, in 
1309-10, Margaret, widow of John Lacy, covenanted 
with Richard de Tong (V) that Thomas, her younger 
son, should marry Margaret, daughter of Richard. 
Whether or not this marriage took place is not clear: 
there is a probability that it did not. In a pedigree of 
the Lacy family69 of Cromwellbottom and of Leven-
thorpe, in Bradford-dale, the marriage of Thomas Lacy 
with Margaret de Tong is signified as doubtful. Did 
Margaret marry Sir Roger de Ledes and not Thomas 
Lacy? If there was a relationship existing between 
Juliana and Margaret it could, apparently, be only that 
of mother and daughter. 

The property in Tyersal granted by Geoffrey de 
Pudsey and Agnes, his wife, to the family of Tong in 
1203 was still in the latter's possession in 1337, when 
Richard de Tong (VII) was evidently yet under age. 
He, by his attorney, John de Woderove, brought a plea 
against Thomas, son of Henry de Tyresale for making 
waste and trespass in houses and lands in Tyersal. 
Thomas, who had been unlawfully cutting trees to the 

67 Fine Roll, York; Additional Charter, 26590. 
68 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, lxix, 1926, 

p. 173. 

69 Thoresby Society's Publications, xxviii., 1928: Miscellanea, facing 
p. 471. 
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value of ten marks, held these premises in wardship of 
the inheritence of Richard!° Later in the same year 
Richard, by his attorney, sued Roger de Northall, of 
Leeds, for making destruction in the lands, houses and 
woods which he had in guardianship (in custodia) of the 
inheritance of Richard in Tong and Tyersal.7' Presum-
ably, Roger de Northall held the guardianship by 
virtue of his marriage with Joan, mother of Richard. 
The trouble between Richard and Roger de la North 
Halle, of Leeds, was still in progress in 1342, when the 
former sued the latter concerning a messuage, lands 
and wood in Tong. Roger summoned to warrant for 
him Margaret, widow of Roger de la North Halle, but 
Richard replied by declaring that William del Shagh 
gave the premises to Richard de Tong (V) and Juliana, 
his wife, and the heirs of their bodies. Against this 
evidence Margaret testified that William del Shagh 
gave the property in fee and not in tail. Some sort of 
agreement in this dispute must have been made, because 
in the following year there was an indenture executed 
which recited that Richard had granted to Roger, son 
of Sir Roger de Ledes, a yearly rent of lOOs. from his 
manor of Tong. Roger, on the other hand, granted 
that so long as he or his heirs should hold a messuage 
and lands in "le Shagh" without being impleaded 
therein by Richard by a Chancellor's writ in the King's 
court and without Richard recovering the same by 
judgment, the grant of the yearly rent would be of no 
effect. Soon afterwards, on Tuesday after Palm 
Sunday, 1343, Richard quitclaimed to Roger all his 
right in these premises. 72 

Juliana, widow of Richard de Tong (V), died on 
October 21, 16 Edward III (1342), according to her 
inquisition Post mortem taken at York. 73 It was found 

70 De Banco, Easter, 11 Edward III, m.218. 
71 Ibid., Mich., 11 Edward III, m.188d. 
72 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, Nix, 1926, 

pp. 173, 174. 
73 Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, viii, Edward III, p. 243. 
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that she died seised of a capital messuage, lands, a 
watermill, rent, etc., in Tong, which she held in dower 
of the inheritance of the heir of Richard, her husband. 
Richard, then aged twenty-five and a half years, was 
next heir. 

From a plea brought by John, son of Simon Russell, 
of Cawood, 74 in 1344 it is seen that Richard de Tonge 
was then married, and that his wife was named Isabel. 

On March 6 of the following year there was a 
commission of oyer and terminer on a complaint by 
Robert de Nevill, of Hornby, chivalier, that Richard de 
Tong, Thomas, son of Sir Peter de Middelton, knight, 
John, son of John Mauleverer, John le Vavasour, of 
Casteley, John and Hugh de Tong, and others had 
broken into his park at Farnley, near Leeds. There 
they killed six mares, worth sixty marks, carried off 
deer and assaulted servants. 75 

In 1346 there was an aid to the King and from the 
appropriate record 76 it appears that Richard paid towards 
this aid 4s. 5d. for two carucates which he held in Tong. 
To this aid Brian de Thornhill contributed 2s. 2d. for 
one carucate in Hunsworth, hamlet of Tong, which 
Richard held. 

The manors anciently held by the family of Tong 
were, apparently, still in their possession. According to 
an indenture" it appears that Sir Brian de Thornhill, 
knight, came to Thornhill on Sunday after the Feast 
of the Invention of the Holy Cross, 1347, and did his 
service to Richard, lord of Tang, for the manors of 
Thornhill, called "le Grenhall," Hunsworth and Bierley, 
which were held by knight service. The witnesses to 
this record were Sir John de Eland, Sir William de 
Schargill and Sir Nicholas de Worteley, knights, 
William de Beston [? Beeston], William de Neville, 
William de Mirfield and John de Amyas. 

74 De Banco, Mich., 18 Edward III, no. 73. 
75 Patent Roll, 19 Edward III, pt. 1, m.26d. 
76 Exch. K. R., Misc. Books 3, 20 Edward III, if. 81d. and 82. 

77 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, 1, 1914, p. 192. 
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Richard de Tong, the last of the long and some-
what confusing series of Richards, died before 1362, in 
which year John, his son and heir, sued Isabel, widow 
of Richard, for waste at Tong. Evidently Isabel 
married again, as witness a fine in 1363 between John 
de Tonge, plaintiff, and Hugh Caylee and Isabel, his 
wife, defendants, which had reference to a carucate of 
land in Tong, and the third part of the manors of Tong 
and Cowling. John and his heirs were to hold the 
premises, for which he gave 100 marks; and Hugh and 
Isabel, for themselves and the heirs of Isabel, released 
to John all the interest which she had in the said third 
part by way of dower. 78 As lord of Tong, John witnessed 
a grant of lands at Owicotes, in Pudsey, in 1368-9. 

In 1401-2 there was another aid levied in the 
honour of Pontefract, the purpose being the marriage 
of the King's eldest daughter. This roll, which is an 
important and valuable list of personal and place names, 
mentions John Tong, who paid ten marks for half a fee 
in Hunsworth and Thornhill, formerly of Richard Tong. 
John then had a son, also named John, for both witnessed 
deeds as John de Tonge, the elder, and John the 
younger.8° 

John de Tong, the younger, in 1405 was defendant 
in a plea brought by Sir Robert Nevylle, knight, seeking 
the return of a box containing charters, writings and 
other muniments. A year later John still had the box 
in his custody.8' It would be interesting to know the 
nature of these documents and if they were returned to 
Sir Robert Nevylle. If they were, then were any Tong 
charters included? The absence of early deeds relating 
to the manor of Tong—and one would expect to find a 
goodly number executed considering the antiquity and 
importance of the Tong family—has been attributed to 
a fire about the year 1700 which, apparently, destroyed 

78 Feet of Fines: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, Iii, 1915, p. 97. 
79 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks. Arch. Society's Record Series, 1, 1914, p. 150. 

80 Ibid., lxxxiii, 1932, pp. 40. 42. 
81 De Banco, Mich., 7 Henry Iv, m.646; and Mich., 8 Henry IV, m.351. 
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the former manor house and led to the building of the 
present mansion by Sir George Tempest, baronet. 
Whether the fire or the action of Nevylle was the cause 
of the presumed disappearance of a quantity of early 
deeds will, perhaps, never be known; but the fire is the 
more likely explanation. Would John de Tong, or any 
other manorial lord of medieval times, part with his 
charters in error? I think not; such a man would be 
only too mindful of his interests and privileges to do 
such a foolish thing. 

The younger John apparently became lord of the 
manor in 1408-9 when he paid 50s. as relief for half a 
knight's fee in Tong, Hunsworth and Thornhill. This 
record occurs in the Feodary of the honour of Ponte-
fract. 82 It was this John of whom Lady Elizabeth 
Saville held the manors of Bierley, Hunsworth and 
Thornhill in 1411l2.83 At this time the manor of 
Cowling, in Airedale, was also held of John de Tong, 
but by what service is unknown. It was worth 113s. 4d. 
clear when Robert Nevill, of Hornby, died seised of the 
manor in 1413.84 Its value had increased greatly during 
the preceding century and a half, probably on account 
of the process known as "assarting" which would be 
carried on in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
In the time of Sir John de Longvillers, knight, in whose 
inquisition, dated 39 Henry III (1254-5), an extent of 
Cowling is given, the manor was worth 78s. lid. The 
manor of Cowling in the thirteenth century had a capital 
messuage, a wood and a moor, the wood containing 
three pastures and herbage for seventy cows with their 
calves of two years old." Nine tenants held nine tofts 
and seventy-four acres at the will of the lord. 

82 Yorkshire Archæological Journal, viii, 1884. 487. 

83 See footnote no. 8. 84 Inquisitions Post Mortem: Yorks. Arch. 
Society's Record Series, lix, 1918, p. 98. 

85 At Cowling there is a place named Stott Hill. In northern dialects 
• stot(t)' is defined as a young bull, or ox, especially one of three years 
old; the Middle English meaning is a horse, or a bullock see Chaucer's 
• Prologue' to Canterbury Tales, where he says, "This reve sat up-on 
a Lul good stot." In view of the dialect definition, was the place of 
herbage in Cowling the site of the later Stott Hill? 

'4 
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We now come to a series of deeds 16 to which John 
Tonge was a party, relating to lands, tenements, rents 
and services in Tong, Grimesthorpe, Cowling, Owlcotes, 
Tyersal, Shagh, Hulme [Holme, in Tong], Rycrofte, 
Scuibroke, both the latter being settlements in Tong, 
and Rothwell, in which he enfeoffed John Dove, Robert 
Arthington and William Stansfield. These deeds, 
which were executed in 1430, need not detain us long. 
On July 30, 1430, there was a release by Dove, who was 
a chaplain, Arthington and Stansfield to John Tonge of 
lands in Cowling for life, with remainder to Hugh Tonge, 
brother of John, for life; remainder to John, son of 
John Arthington, of Arthington, and Margaret, daughter 
of Hugh Tonge, and the heirs of Margaret by him, 
John Arthington, the son, and in default of such issue, 
with remainder to the issue of Margaret; remainder to 
the heirs of Hugh; remainder to the heirs of John Roos, 
son of Agnes, wife of John Tonge; and finally, 
remainder to Robert Passelewe, of Leeds, son of Ralph 
Passelewe. The witnesses were Walter de Calverley, 
John Passelewe, William Myrfeld, William Wyllesthorp 
and Henry del Chaumbre, esquires. This deed is 
endorsed: "An entail of Collyng in Ayredale. Intailed 
to Hugh Tong (bro. to John Tong), Margaret, daughter 
of Hugh, etc." 

John Tonge died within three years of the foregoing 
transaction and his brother, Hugh, inherited the lordship 
of Tong and other family possessions. We have seen 
that John de Tonge married one Agnes who, as widow 
and executrix of John, in 1433 sued Hugh, then described 
as of Hunsworth, for a debt of 33jj87 Hugh had a 
brother, Master Robert Tonge, clerk, who, in the same 
year, granted his lands in Cowling to Hugh. Later, in 
1440-1, Robert also released to Hugh, and Margaret 
Mirfield, daughter of Hugh, all his lands in Tong, 
Owicotes, Thornhill and Hunsworth. It would appear, 

86 In the Tempest Collection of Manuscripts. 

87 De Banco, Mich., 12 Henry VI, m.157d. 
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therefore, that Margaret took for her second husband 
Robert Mirfield. 

In 1439 Sir John Langton, of Farnley, entered a 
plea against Hugh Tong for cutting down trees, to the 
value of lOu., at Okynshawe [Oakenshaw, near Brad-
ford] ."  Five years later Hugh was one of the West 
Riding collectors of the lay subsidy of 23 Henry VI. 89 

[To be continued] 

88 ibid., Easter, 17 Henry VI, m.460. 

89 Lay Subsidies, 206/80. 



PEDIGREE OF THE FAMILY OF TONG, 

OF TONG, PARISH OF BIRSTALL 

Asoif = 
? Lord of Tong, tenf. King Stephen; 
died in or before 1159 

Richard son of Essoif (I) = Maude - 
Afterwards "de Tang"; lord of Tong; 
living in 1194 

Jordan 
Afterwards 

"de Thornhill" 

Richard de Tang (II) = 

Fined fifty marks in 1194-5 for taking part 
in massacre of the Jews at York; probably 
dead in 1220 

Maude 

Stephen 
Hibernicus 

Richard de Tang (III) = Amice, or Avice - 
Mentioned in Testa de Nevill; dead in 1244 = 

2. Stephen de Lund 

Richard de Tang (IV) = Maude - 
Paid relief for tenements, 1244 ; dead 
before 1268 

Nicholas 
de Tang 
Dead in 
1292-3 

Robert 
de Tang 
Living in 
1292-3 

Richard de Tang (V) = Juliana - 
Under age in 1280; of age in 1286-7; dead in Died, October 21, 1342 
1318 

Richard de Tonge (VI) = Joan - Margaret 
Died in 1322 = 

  27 Roger de Northall, of Leeds 

Richard de Tonge (VII) 
Born between 1317 and 1319; dead in 
1362 

= Isabel 

I2. Hugh Caylee 

John de Tonge = Frances 
Dead in 1408-9 

John de Tonge (II) = 

Paid relief for half a knight's fee in 
Tong, Hunsworth and Thornhill in 
1408-9; ob. s. J. between 1430 and 

1433 

Agnes - Hugh Tonge 
of Hunsworth, 
gentleman, in 

1433; dead in 1445 

Margaret Tonge = 1. 
Wife of Arthington in 1433 ; 2. 
of Mirfield in 1440-41; and 3. 
of Mering in 1445 

John Arthington 
Robert Mirfield 
Thomas Mering 

Robert Tonge 
clerk; 
living in 
1440-41 



BINGLEY CHANTRY ENDOWMENTS 

BY E. E. DODD, M.A. 

I
N the church of All Saints at Bingley there are two 
chapels—on the north side of the choir the 
Ryshworth and on the south, now occupied by the 

organ, the Riddlesden. The so-called Ferrand chapel, 
recently demolished, was put up as a family pew in 
1835; the other two, of much earlier origin, were so 
used in later centuries. On the eve of the Reformation 
they had already become the burial places of the 
families, Eltofts and Paslew, who lived at the houses 
which gave them their names. But they contained 
altars dedicated to Our Lady and St Lawrence respect-
ively and small bequests to these altars are recorded.' 
Were they associated with chantry foundations, served 
by chaplains and endowed with property to maintain 
them? Two chaplains are recorded, both involved 
(with their vicars) in escapades which brought them 
into the law-courts: in 1379 Thomas de Saxton was one 
of a party of fourteen, clerical and lay, accused of taking 
deer in the park at Cottingley; and Richard Greenwood 
was a leading figure in the notorious treasure-hunt of 
1510, resulting in a trial for sorcery.' But a chaplain 
does not necessarily imply a chantry; he may have 
been merely an assistant to the vicar. 

A. F. Leach, the authority on pre-Reformation 
schools, surmised that at the Dissolution the "careful 
inhabitants" had concealed the existence of a chantry, 

1 Alexander Passelew of Riddlesden in his will (1513) directed that he 
should be buried in "Saint Laurence qwere" and bequeathed a vestment 
to the altar; and Anthony Eltofts of Rishworth (1537) was to be buried 
in "oure Ladies quere" (Surtees Society's Publications, lxxix, pp. 43, 44, 
and cvi, pp. 64, 65). Thomas Midgeley of Bingley (1533) left 6s. 8d. 
"to our Ladie's Altar of Byngley" (W. P. Baildon, Baildon, ii, p. 212). 

2 Calendar of Patent Rolls, 3 Richard II; Register of Archbishop Bain-
bridge, fo. 68 sqq. 

3 Schools in Victoria County History, Yorkshire, i, p. 477. 
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connected with the grammar school, and had thus saved 
the endowments for the school. Investigation under-
taken some twenty-five years ago indicated that 
something of the kind had, in fact, happened to the 
chaplain's residence, but nothing more then turned up. 
Further documents have now been found which include 
among concealed chantry possessions other properties 
known to be endowments of the school. It is the aim 
of this article to give brief summaries of these documents 
and to discuss the problem which they raise; with this 
view it will be well also to recall some of the evidence 
previously published.' 

The Patent Rolls of Elizabeth I contain the follow-
ing entries. It has not been thought necessary 
(fortunately for the reader) to transcribe or translate 
the prolix Latin verbiage—which might reveal subtle 
differences interesting to lawyers. The general purport 
of all is the same: they are grants of property formerly 
belonging to chantries (some also to monasteries, but 
none of these in Bingley), concealed at the time of the 
Dissolution and later revealed. Each contains a long 
list of lands and houses, generally scattered over many 
counties; these are granted to one or to two persons— 
usually, it would appear, London financiers. The total 
annual value of the grant is stated and in most cases a 
proviso is added that if any item in the list was not 
concealed between certain dates the Letters Patent shall, 
in that respect only, be void. Below is given the date 
of each grant, followed by the names of the recipients; 
from the rest of the document details of properties in 
Bingley have been extracted, including, where these are 
stated, the names of the tenants (in brackets) and the 
annual value: 

4 All the documents are in the Public Record Office except F (York Minster 
Library); the dates are given in New Style. A. B, C, D. E belong to 
a period of the Patent Rolls not covered by any printed calendar; it 
may be for this reason that they have hithero escaped notice—except C. 
which came to light as stated in the text. This document and F. G. H 
are more fully described in my History of the Bingley Grammar School 
(1930). which contains a facsimile and a full transcript of G. For a 
copy of J I am indebted to Mr W. E. Preston. 
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A. 1564, July 21: to Richard Robson— 
messuage (Margaret and Robt. Wheatley), lOs.; 
messuage, two tofts and four closes (Robt. Wheatley), lOs.; 
messuage called Roydfeld (Robt. Wheatley), 8s.; 
all which belonged to the chantry or service of St Mary in 

Bingley. 
B. 1570, Feb. 4: to Hugh Counsell and Robert Pistor, for 

faithful service to Henry VIII and Edward VI— 
tenement and lands in Grenehill, belonging to the chantry 

or service of St Mary in Bingley; 
tenement there (ihidern) called le Newhall with certain 

lands (Anne Altoftes and Anne Beanes); 
tenement in Grenehill; 
tenement in Roydefolde (Robt. Wheteley); 
tenement called Berston Howse with certain lands there; 
cottage there called Pennyehowse (John Wheteley); 
two cottages (George Mason and Cristofer Beane); 
all belonging to the said service of St Mary in Bingley. 

C. 1571, April 21: to Francis Barker and Thomas Browne. 
A grant (1560, May 13) had been made to Thomas Paynell; 
he and his executors, after spending much on the discovery 
of concealed property, had failed to secure the total sum 
granted (261i. 13s. 4d.) and the surviving executor had become 
indebted to Barker. Over eighty separate properties in 
Yorkshire are now granted to make up the deficiency of 
811. 15s. lid.— 
room (camera) adjoining the churchyard and given by one 
Mylner to a certain priest to pray for his soul and the souls 
of all the faithful. 

D. 1571, August: to Thomas Jennyns and Edward Forthe— 
all that chantry in Bingley called "our ladye chauntry"; 

and cottages and tenements in Bingley (Steph. Tempest, 
Robt. Whetley, Robt. Armitage,   Hall, John 
Ellingworth, Robt. Wheteley); 

cottage in Bingley called the Ladyhowse (Antony Rawson); 
tenement in Bingley (George Matson) belonging to chantry 

in Bingley. 
E. 1572, March 8: to Ric. Hill and Will. James— 

three acres of arable land in Bingley adjoining the tenement 
of John Hall (John Ellingworth and Leonard Wood); 

three acres of arable land called Sylverfeld in Morton 
Bankes (Thomas Mawde); 

tenement called Grenehill Gate, eight acres (Stephen 
Tempest); 

meadow, two acres (George Whittackers); 
all belonging to chantry of Bingley. 
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These are sufficient evidence that at least one 
chantry existed and was well endowed.' Whether the 
endowments which do not mention Our Lady belonged 
to a second chantry must be left an open question; nor 
has it been ascertained how many, if any, of them 
actually came into the hands of those to whom they 
were granted. Some evidently did not; their names 
appear in documents relating to the grammar school 
which must now be mentioned: 

F. 1571, July 20: Indenture by which Gilbert Astley (lord of 
the manor of Bingley) and a number of other Bingley land-
owners grant to a group of local trustees endowments for the 
maintenance of a schoolmaster. Apart from one gift of 
property in Greenhill these are all fixed rent-charges, 
including— 

by G. Astley, 8s. from messuage in Bingley called the 
New Hall; 

and 8s. from messuage and tenement in Greenhill called 
the Rowde Feylde (James Whitley); 

and 3s. 4d. from messuage or tenement and lands in Green-
hill called Pennye howse; 

by Edmonde Eltofts, 13s. 4d. from messuage and lands in 
Grenehill called Grenehill yate (Styven Tempeste); 

by John Mylner, 5s. from messuage (John Howgaite and 
Wyllm. Sellers). 

Other items are omitted; it is likely enough that 
some of them are the same as properties mentioned in 
the Patent Rolls, but it is, of course, impossible to 
identify with certainty unnamed lands at Greenhill or 
cottages in Bingley; John Hall, Robart Armetage and 
Gorge Mawsonne appear as tenants, but inferences 
based on tenancies alone would be hazardous. Even 
with regard to one or two of the named houses there 
may be some doubt; these will be discussed later. The 
identity of the last mentioned house was revealed by a 

5 Under the Statute of Mort,nain (1279) a licence must be obtained to 
alienate land given to chantries (M. A. Riley in Yorkshire Archæological 
Journal, Xxxiii); I have not found any licences for Bingley. The most 
usual dedication of chantries was to the Blessed virgin (ibid.). St 
Lawrence, it is believed, was the original patron saint of Bingley church; 
possibly an altar was retained for him when the dedication was changed 
to All Saints, without the foundation of a separate chantry. 
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note (made legible only by chemical means) on the back 
of the Indenture, summarizing the entry of the preceding 
April in the Patent Roll (C). It is now clear that 
other properties also, here found in the hands of local 
owners and used for the endowment of a grammar 
school, are the same as those granted, either at an 
earlier date or within a year, to distant claimants as 
concealed chantry lands. 

But this is not the end of the matter. Two later 
documents, from the Proceedings of Commissions for 
Charitable Uses, put these endowments in a very 
different light: 

G. 1601, April 15: Chancery Inquisition. Much of it is 
illegible, but in the rest names now familiar to the reader 
may be clearly read. The grant (F) by "John mylner of the 
Graung "6 of 5s. rent from a house is mentioned, with the 
note "that he permitted a scholemaster long tyme to inhabit 
in the said howse in consideration of the said Rent." Other 
rent-charges also are confirmed, including that from Greenhill 
Gate. But certain other properties are declared to have been 
given "tyme whereof the memory of man is not to [the 
contrary] " for the maintenance of a schoolmaster "or to 
suchlyke good godly and [charitable] uses"; among them is— 

messuage called R. . dfeild or ladiehowse (John Whitley). 

H. 1622, July 22: Chancery Inquisition. One endowment is 
definitely dated 1528-9—a house and lands in Greenhill. 
These and others without identifiable names may be the same 
as some of those mentioned in the Patent Rolls; but only 
those which provide reasonable evidence of identity are quoted. 
Miler's house was now the property of the school trustees, 
who had bought it in the year following the first Inquisition 
(G); but the other endowments whose names can be read in 
that document, including the rent-charge from Greenhill Gate, 
are all confirmed. Among those assigned to a grammar 
school "tyme out of minde of man," in addition to Roydfield 
or Lady house, are-

6 i.e. Harden Grange, the present St Ives. Either he or an earlier John 
Milner was bailiff to Rievaulx Abbey when it held the manor of Harden 
(C. Whone in The Bradford Antiquary, Part xxxvi, pp. 44, 48). It 
was his grandson who sold the house where the schoolmaster had lived. 
I formerly (op. cit., pp. 12, 18) hesitated to assert the identity of this 
house with the one mentioned in C; on coming back to the evidence I 
think that there can be no reasonable doubt. 
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messuage and lands called Newhall (Stephen Wright); 
messuage and lands called Pennyhouse, in Greenhill 

(Anthony Whitley the elder). 

There is some possible doubt about the identity of 
Newhall. In grammar school records, from 1692 on, it 
appears continuously as the house west of the church, 
rebuilt in 1675 and from 1746 to 1912 the residence of 
the headmasters. But in 1635 it is described as "in 
Micklethwaite"; and the Letters Patent of 1570 (B) 
seem, not quite certainly, to place it in Greenhill (in 
Micklethwaite hamlet). Four years earlier it was the 
subject of a lawsuit: 

J. 1565-6: Chancery. Gilbert Asteley sought to recover 
possession of a capital messuage in Bingley called the Newhall 
from Stephen Tempest, John Morveld and Robert Banes. 
The last two replied that they held it of John Beston; the 
decision has not been found. 

One is tempted to seek confirmation of identity in 
the names of the tenants in 1570: Anne Eltofts 
married Stephen Tempest, but this must have been at 
a later date and does not help us; but Anne Beanes 
may well be the widow of Robert Banes. If we are 
driven to suppose that there were two Newhalls, it would 
appear that both became school property. At all events 
we are fairly safe in classing Newhall among concealed 
chantry possessions later adjudged to have been given 
for school purposes. 

Ladyhouse was on the site now occupied by the 
Bingley Training College (the name is preserved in Lady 
Lane). It is identified (in G and H) with Roydfield, 
which appears twice in the Patent Rolls (A and B), 
while the cottage called Ladyhouse is mentioned 
separately (D). Again there is the possibility of a 
second house; or it may be that two (or even three) 
small farms were amalgamated in one property. Penny-
house appears in school rentals down to 1635; Greenhill 
Gate still exists under that name. 

It is evident that some properties granted as 
concealed chantry endowments by the Crown to 
strangers, then used (F) by their local owners for 
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endowing a school, were finally (G and H) adjudged to 
have been given for this second purpose at an unknown 
date. What is to be made of this? All that can be 
said with certainty is that the intention of the Act of 
Dissolution (1547) was to confiscate endowments given 
for what were deemed superstitious purposes (chantries 
and the like) but to return such part of the income as 
could be shown to be for the teaching of "grammar ". 
This, in fact, ruined many schools, because the school-
master's stipend was paid in a rapidly depreciating 
currency. Presumably no chantry was then discovered 
at Bingley—clearly that of St Mary escaped and there 
is no proof that another existed.7 

Property which had escaped the King's agents was 
being rounded up throughout the reign of Elizabeth I, 
but the Act was more liberally interpreted and the 
endowment of grammar schools was encouraged.' Thus 
these gifts of pious benefactors were restored as being 
intended for a school. In none of our documents, it is 
true, are school and chantry mentioned together. But 
the endowments were evidently made in informal 
fashion: only one (1528-9) is stated to have been 
formally placed in trust. The claimants to concealed 
property would naturally suppress any reference to a 
school, while the Commissioners (G) were willing, under 

7 The Certificates for the County of York are published by the Surtees 
Society (vols. xci, xcii). There is no Certificate for Bingley; nothing 
can be inferred from this, as the sets are not complete. 

8 The two" unscrupulous informers" who acquired much Yorkshire property 
in 1591 (ibid., preface, p. xvi) appear to have done so by challenging 
the titles of those who held grants of property already revealed (Scargill-
Bird. Guide to the Public Record Of p. 112). My own conclusion 
(op. cit., pp. 12. 13) was that by 1601 "the Government was ready to 
waive problematic claims to property which had escaped in the past and 
was only anxious . . . to insist on the proper application of such gifts." 
Mr A. L. Rowse, in The England of Elizabeth, has much to say of 
the advance of education in that reign, estimating that "there was 
probably a greater rate of school foundation in this than in any other 
period "—not so much by direct government action as by the encourage-
ment of private benevolence (p. 497). Apart from the works quoted I 
have not found any study of the general question of chantry endowments 
and enquiries in several directions confirm the impression that this is a 
subject which awaits much further investigation. 

o 



98 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

cover of " suchlyke . . . uses ", to give the benefit of the 
doubt to education. 

But some questions remain unanswered. How did 
the London speculators discover all these small pieces 
of concealed property in a remote village like Bingley 
—and hundreds of similar endowments up and down 
the country? One is constrained to imagine a whole 
army of private detectives. And what was the precise 
process by which the recipients of grants by Letters 
Patent got hold of the property? The proviso mentioned 
above (p. 92) seems to leave the onus of proof on the 
grantee and may suggest that some legal proceedings 
were necessary. Perhaps the lists contain more items 
than were needed to make up the stipulated sum (that 
in C certainly looks like this); would the claimants 
select from these such properties as they seemed to have 
the best chance of securing, up to the total sum named 
in the grant, and let the rest go? 

Finally', what is the meaning of the Indenture of 
1571 (F)? One can only resort to conjecture. The 
Bingley owners, we may suppose, successfully concealed 
the property from which chantry (and perhaps school) 
endowments were being paid, by the simple expedient 
of ceasing to pay anything out. Learning that their 
property was in danger from Crown grants made or 
likely to be made (it is improbable that the principal 
donor, an absentee lord of the manor, had much 
disinterested concern for the education of the Bingley 
children), they placed in trust rents which probably 
represented the pre-Reformation yield of former chantry 
endowments, hoping to protect the property as devoted 
to education and thus to secure the mounting real value 
for themselves: Roydfield or Ladyhouse, for instance, 
paid 8s., at which figure it was valued in the Letters 
Patent (A); but in 1622 it was let for 51i.—an enormous 
increase, even if two farms were joined. The grantees 
under Letters Patent, in view of this Indenture, either 
dropped their claim or failed to make it good. The 
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Chancery Commissioners (G and H) took the Bingley 
landowners at their word that these were, in fact, 
educational endowments, but (in most cases) insisted 
that the whole property, not mere rent-charges, must be 
handed over. 

This hypothesis takes a lot for granted, nor does it 
explain everything. Why did so long a period elapse 
after the first grant—seven years—before anything 
happened? And why were the Commissioners satisfied 
with a fixed rent in the case of Greenhill Gate but not 
in other cases? Will someone learned in the law offer 
a better solution ? 

9 While this paper was in course of printing, a further search in the Public 
Record Office yielded an earlier document (E315/123/153), which, how-
ever, brings the solution of the problem no nearer. It is a rough list, 
dating from the reign of Edward VI, of concealed chantiy property in 
the West Riding. The only Bingley entry is a brief note of certain 
lands (unnamed) belonging to obits and lamps—a sidelight on the 
success of the Bingley owners in concealing the main chantry endow-
ments. 
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FRANCIS LAYTON OF RAWDON 

RECENT correspondence with the Keeper of Her 
Majesty's Jewel House, Major-General H. D. 
W. Sitwell, C.B., M.C., has brought forth a 

little information about Francis Layton which I offer 
as an additional note to my paper in this journal four 
years ago.' 

The Keeper tells me that a "Ffrancis Layton" 
with an "Edward Acton" and "Carew Mildmay," as 
"officers of our Jewels and Plate," disposed of plate 
on the King's behalf in 1641. The Master, or Keeper, 
of the Jewel House then was Sir Henry Mildmay, who 
joined Parliament against Charles I; Layton, however, 
remained loyal to the Crown, and in 1660, apparently 
in response to his petition of that year, he was appointed 
"First and Oldest Yeoman of Plate and Jewels." I 
have spoken of Layton's long service, under three 
Kings, hence the reference to "Oldest Yeoman." His 
pay was 61i. 13s. 4d. per annum, plus ill. 2s. 6d. for 
lodging and 2s. 6d. a day for board. 

General Sitwell refers to a letter in the Jewel 
House records from Sir Gilbert Talbot, then Master,' 
complaining that Layton was "old and peevish," and 
trying to get rid of him. Any peevishness there may 
have been on Francis Layton's part is understandable 
when we remember the treatment he received as a loyal 
officer of the Crown, one who was no turncoat. 

It is probable that Layton, though never Master of 
the Jewel House, may have officiated for Sir Henry 
Mildmay, as the latter took a considerable hand in 
politics before the Civil War and would, therefore, on 
occasions be absent from his post. W. R. 

1 Part xxxv, 1950, pp. 319-326: "An Early Local Portrait." 
2 Talbot was Master at the time of Captain Blood's attempt to steal the 

Crown Jewels from the Tower of London, in 1671. 



STORY OF A LOCAL QUARREL 

BY WILLIAM E. PRESTON 

T
HE peace of the townships of Thornton and 

Wilsden, which lay within the parish of Brad-
ford, was disturbed by an incident which 

occurred there in the year 1616. It was of a nature 
to dispel any belief that a person might hold to-day, 
that at that time a spirit of friendliness and good 
neighbourliness existed amongst the inhabitants of 
such rural communities. It was an expression of ill-
feeling, if not of bitter enmity, that developed between 
two well-respected inhabitants, and which in its 
bitterness might have found a tragic ending, if we are 
to believe the documentary evidence from which the 
subject of this paper is derived.' 

It would seem that both were men of good local 
standing, each being recognized as possessing qualities 
of character or education which distinguished him from 
his fellow-townsmen. Of the two persons concerned in 
this violent quarrel it would appear that one Humphrey 
Clayton, of Thornton, was the aggressor, and Lewis 
Sheffield, of Wilsden, the aggrieved party. Humphrey 
Clayton appears to have been a man with good family 
connections in the district, being one of the Clayton 
family who owned a substantial estate in Allerton, 
which included that picturesque old mansion known as 
Crosley Hall, for a considerable time the residence of 
that family. The house, with outbuildings, possesses 
some architectural interest, but its ancient beauty lies 
enveloped in the ugliness of its environment. On the 
property was an ancient water corn mill, which was in 
a state of decay in Elizabeth the First's reign. It then 
belonged to the Lacy family of Leventhorpe Hall, a 
building which stood on the site of the present Hall. 

1 Stir Chamber documents, 13.257, no. 22. 
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This earlier structure was half-timbered, and the only 
vestige of it appears to be a substantial beam of oak, 
on which are some decorative carvings, now acting as a 
support to the roof of an outbuilding. 

Little is known of the origin of the Sheffield family; 
they appear to have been migrants to the district and 
not native to the soil as were the Claytons. They may 
have been in the entourage of the Tempest family 
with whom they appear at times to be associated.' 
Lewis Sheffield, although living at that time in humble 
circumstances and following the occupation of ale house 
keeper in Wilsden, loses no prestige by his occupation. 
Even Clayton's enmity does not obscure his judgment 
when he alludes to Sheffield as "a gentleman born," 
which is a tribute to his breeding from so unexpected a 
quarter. That Sheffield had some outstanding mental 
ability Clayton bears witness when he says, "God has 
sent you more wit than to a great number of your 
neighbours." Yet he is at another time not so gracious, 
accusing him of using his wit to his own damnation, 
and in his anger speaks of him as "a known raskald 
and lying knave" amongst other opprobrious epithets. 

Sheffield appears to have had considerable business 
ability and it is probable that his activities did not 
always meet with approval by his less enterprising 
neighbours. In the year 1612 his name appeared in a 
survey as holding a cottage and seventeen acres of land 
in Allerton, which he had improved from the wastes of 
the township; he is also mentioned in the same survey 
as holding a coal mine, and a corn mill on the wastes 
there, which he occupied jointly with Joan, his mother. 
In a suit dated 28 and 29 Elizabeth I, in the Court of 
the Duchy of Lancaster—the Queen v Robert Water-
house— concerning the Queen's right to certain lands 
At Boldshay, in Bradford, it is stated that the messuage, 
or tenement, and lands called Boldshaie were of ancient 

2 A Richard Sheffield was servant to Richard Tempest, esquire, in .20 
Elizabeth I. See suit: Regina v. Lacy. 
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times the inheritance of one John Tong. Tong died 
and left issue two daughters, Johan, who was married 
to one Sheffield, and Beatrix, wife of Nicholas Tempest, 
esquire, between whom their deceased father's estate 
was divided. Unfortunately the christian name of 
Sheffield is not given in the document. It is not an 
unprofitable supposition that this Johan Tong was the 
mother of Lewis Sheffield and that it was she, along 
with her son, who later held the corn mill on the waste 
of Allerton. 

It was probably Lewis Sheffield's son, also called 
Lewis, who in 1628 made his appearance in the home 
of that locally celebrated lawyer John Midgley, of 
Headley in Thornton, where as a writer he was in the 
company of Robert Franck and Ri. Kitchingman. All 
were busily employed in preparing those masterly 
examples of legal calligraphy which passed through 
Midgley's hands. The three are described as his 
servants; both Frank and Kitchingman were to become 
lawyers of repute. At Midgley's home, where a large 
legal practice was carried on, the trio were schooled in 
the practice of the law under the supervision of that 
learned lawyer. 

Between the two men who had hitherto been on 
friendly terms there developed an estrangement marked 
by extreme bitterness which is difficult to account for, 
culminating, it was alleged, in acts of violence on 
Clayton's part, so that Sheffield was in danger of his 
life. As an outcome of this unhappy affair Sheffield 
took the matter into the Court of Star Chamber in 
London, and in the respective bill of complaint and 
answer of the litigants the cause of the trouble is clearly 
shown. 

Sheffield says in his bill of complaint, directed to 
the King's most excellent Majesty, that Humphrey 
Clayton, of Thornton, gentleman, for a long time 

"bath conceived great malice and displeasure against him, 
and without any cause at all did on the 20th April now last 
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past most maliciously and of set purpose to vex and grieve 
your subject and by all manner of provocation tending to 
his disgrace and infamie and with intent to move and incense 
him to some desparate attempt or quarrell, the said Clayton 
repaired openly in very public manner into the town of 
Halifax, being the market day there, and in the time of market, 
the same being a very great and famous market, and very 
populous for the resort of your subjects, Clayton did then and 
there with a loud voice in the audience and hearing of all the 
multitude there assembled with intent to make tumult speak 
and utter these false threatening and reproachful words to the 
great disturbance of your Majesty's peace. "Thow, Lewis 
Sheffield, doth use thy witt to thine own damnation" upon 
hearing whereof your subject wished the said Claiton to be 
contented and to use better speeches. Claiton replied that he 
would prove the said words to be true, and further said in a 
very disgraceful manner 'Thou dost lie and thou art a lying 
knave' with reiteration of the said words in such dispightfull 
fashion and endeavoured to provoke a quarrell. But your 
subject perceiving the intent and meaning of Clayton did depart 
and go his way. When Clayton did perceive that he was 
prevented by your subjects patience of his malitious and 
ungodly purpose, he not so contented but pursuing his devilish 
hatred against your subject did about the 26 April then next 
following, and now also last ,past not having the fear of God 
before his eyes but being thereunto provoked by the malicious 
instigation of the devil accompanied by divers other persons of 
his conspiracy to the number of ten persons armed with swords 
daggers and long staves and other weapons as well evasive as 
defensive, did secretly lie in wait for your subject as he was to 
pass in the highway towards his owne house upon a moor or 
common called Wilsden Moor. Claiton and the other persons 
did combine themselves together and conspire to take away 
your subject's life, and upon your subject coming that way they 
did on the 26 April last past upon the said Common or Moor 
called Wilsden Moor assault, beat, wound and evil intreat your 
subject and put him in great peril of his life. It so fell out that 
by reason of so many other travellers then passing by that way 
Clayton and the other conspirators were disappointed of their 
wicked purpose. When Claiton did perceive that he could not 
come to his intent he sent away and dispersed the conspirators 
and he again began to quarrel, railing and giving very lewd and 
evil speeches and did much brave your subject and challenged 
him to fight in the fields or some other place but your subject 
did refuse when Clayton did bitterly and despitefully revile him 
and said he was a cowardly rogue, a known raskald and lying 
knave. All which speeches your subject was forced to endure 
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and only told Clayton in fair and gentle manner that he would 
complain of him in this Honourable Court for the said abuses 
and that the same were punishable, to which Claiton made an 
answer, 'Thow lyest in thy throat and I both durst and would 
tell thee that thou lyest if we were both at the Starr Chamber 
Bar.' Clayton did then and there say out of the abundance of 
his malice and indignation that he would not leave your subject 
any house or place of habitation in which to dwell but would 
procure the same to be pulled down to the ground. Not 
contented but still persisting in his wicked and devilish purpose 
Claiton did at divers times and places since the said 26 April 
last past give out in speeches that he would get a case of pistols 
with which he would be revenged upon your subject and did 
procure and for that purpose borrow a pistol and since the 
getting thereof together with divers other wicked and lewd 
persons by his procurement and instigation lay in wait for your 
subject as well in the night time as upon the day upon the said 
common or moor of Wilsden and at other places near adjoining 
with purpose to kill and murder your said subject, and Claiton 
bath given out many speeches to that effect that he and his 
accomplices would kill your subject if they could meet with 
him, but your subject hearing of his complices their lying in 
wait and of his and their devilish and wicked purpose did keep 
himself secret to his great hindrance and loss in his affairs, and 
in his trade and so hath hitherto escaped." 

Sheffield asked for a writ of subpoena to be 
directed to Clayton and his accomplices, when they 
shall be known, commanding him and them at a 
certain day and under a certain pain to personally 
appear before the Council of the Court of Star 
Chamber, there to answer the premises and to stand to 
and abide such order therein as the said Council shall 
think fit. 

In an answer to Lewis Sheffield's bill of complaint 
Humphrey Clayton says that the bill is framed and 
devised 

"of malice only to vex and oppress this defendant, and to put 
him to sundry great and unnecessary charges and expenses or 
otherwise to wrest and draw from him some portion of money 
for a composition, this defendant having in no sort wronged the 
complainant, that he this defendant is well known to all his 
neighbours and to the country about him as a poor aged man 
quiet and peaceable no fighter nor quarreller nor one that useth 
any such insolent, rude, and barbarous manner to provoke any 
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man neither hath he plotted or endeavoured in any such unlaw-
ful and unchristian manner to lye in wait for any man's life or 
to hurt any man as in the said bill is falsely and slanderously 
suggested against him, but sayeth that the complainent albeyt 
happily he be or may be esteemed to be a gent borne yet is he 
known to be a man of a very disordered conversation and 
course of life being an ale house keeper in Wilsden. The com-
plainant about two and a half years now past being in very 
great need of seed to sow his ground and lacking money to buy 
the same did resort to this defendant and did ernestly entreat 
him to sell the complainant six quarters of oats to sow his land 
and also to sell him a mare which this defendant had in his 
possession to which this defendant did agree and delivered the 
same to him and took a bond of twenty pounds for payment of 
ten pounds for payment for the seed and mare upon the 20 Feb. 
1614. The complainant did fail of payment whereby the bond 
became forfeited, and at other times did lend this complainant 
a certain quantity of oatmeal and other things of some small 
value. The said moneys and other things being due this 
defendant about the 20th day of April last past did send a 
messanger to him to require his money or otherwise to know he 
might have his own in peace, if he could not pay the money he 
this defendant would be reasonable to deal with if he the com-
plainant would come and take some order about the same which 
being done in the towne of Halifax. The complainant there-
upon came forth of the house where he then was into the street 
or towngate and there in the hearing of sundry persons did 
affirme that this defendant did owe him money and that he had 
this defendant formerly in a suit of law for the same, and said 
further that this defendant was a beggar and a beggar born all 
which being false and slanderous, this defendant answered, that 
the complainants affirmations were untrue or that it was a lie, 
and that he this defendant was a man of good estate and worth 
and dwelt in a Hall place and that the lands belonging were his 
own inheritance and that this defendant was a man of as good 
living as the complainant was (saving that the complainant was 
a gent) and sayd further 'Mr. Sheffield, God bath sent you 
more witt than to a great number of your neighbours but I pray 
God that your witt tend not more to your damnation than 
salvation in regard you use it so ill to the annoyance of your 
neighbours.' All which considering the complainants said 
provocations and the unquiet and disordered course of life 
which he leadeth this defendant thinketh he had sufficient cause 
to affirm. The complainant having served him this defendant 
with a subpoena out of this honourable court to appear on the 
15 June did shortly after without any cause at all serve him this 
defendant with the King's Majesty's process or letters missive 
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from His Majesty's Councell at York to appear there on the 
10th of June so as this defendant was hereby in danger of 
contempt in one of the said courts. This defendant saith that 
he is not guilty of the riotous and unlawful conspiring assembling 
and coming together of him and the said persons on Wilsden 
Moor and their conspiring to take away the complainants life, 
and of the assaulting, beating, wounding and evil intreating of 
the complainant and this defendant will be ready to averr main-
tain and prove as this honourable court shall award, and most 
humbly prayeth to be dismissed the same with costs and 
charges herein most wrongfully sustained." 

It would have greatly added to the interest of these 
proceedings if there had been available the depositions 
of witnesses and particularly of the alleged accomplices 
of Clayton in the affray on Wilsden Moor. If a decree 
could have been found the guilty party would be shown, 
but in the absence of these important documents one 
must rely upon the bill of complaint and answer. It is 
difficult to form an opinion; Sheffield's bill seems over-
whelmingly conclusive, rather overdone, if anything. 
Clayton's answer is marked by some restraint; it may 
have been that he had little to say in defence of his 
actions. Could it have been due to a generous nature 
or had he exhausted his power of vituperation? Much 
of it is simple denial of the accusations, for he was 
known as "a poor aged man, quiet, peaceable, nd fighter 
or quarreller." He, however, resents Sheffield's state-
ment that he was "a beggar and beggar born." It 
arouses his anger; he is no longer the poor old man but 
a man of good estate who dwells in a hall-place. 
\'Vhorn are we to believe? It really does not matter: 
the curtain has fallen and the players are gone to their 
rest, so we will say Requiescat in /ace. 
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A BOLLING HOUSEHOLD BOOK 

IN August, 1954, the Earl of Halifax gave to 
Boiling Hall Museum an interesting manuscript 
from his family papers. It is a long, narrow book 

with a parchment cover on which is written "Bowling 
Household Book" and it contains the accounts for the 
Boiling estate from 1669 to 1687, entered in various 
hands. 

In 1668, a barrister, Mr Francis Lindley, bought 
the manor of Boiling from Mr Henry Savile but died 
soon afterwards, leaving a widow and three children, 
John, Francis and Elizabeth. As the heir, John, was 
a minor, careful, half-yearly records were kept of the 
income and expenses of the Hail, farms, mill and coal-
pits comprising the estate. There are lists of tenants 
and items such as the paying of a boon hen or its 
monetary equivalent to the lord of the manor at 
Christmas, and the keeping of the manor court which 
are invaluable to local historians. 

By 1673 John was dead and the mother had 
remarried. Throughout the minority of the new heir, 
Francis, a minute account was kept of the expenses of 
the two surviving children as these had to be drawn 
from the Boiling estate. The record closes in 1687 when, 
presumably, Francis attained his majority. His sister's 
son, Mr Thomas Pigot, ultimately inherited the estate 
and bequeathed it in 1770 to his cousin, Captain 
Charles Wood, R.N., great-great nephew of the first 
Francis Lindley of Boiling and great-great grandfather 
of Lord Halifax. 

As far as is known this is the only record of its 
kind concerning Boiling Hall in existence and it is 
hoped to publish a full account of it in the next number 
of this journal. S. C. P. 



A YORKSHIREMAN AT CAMBRIDGE 

BY J. B. WHITMORE, F.S.A. 

I
N the Spencer-Stanhope Collection at the Cart-

wright Memorial Hall, Bradford, are a number of 
books and papers which formerly belonged to a 

man who, if not actually born in Yorkshire, was so far 
connected with the county as to entitle him to be styled 
a Yorkshireman. 

In 1777 there was admitted to Westminster School 
a small boy aged about ten, under the name of John 
Smith: he was placed in the third form and paid the 
normal entrance fee of one guinea. 

For the next two or three years it is not easy to 
trace his school career as the first surviving school list 
in which he could appear is that for July, 1779, but the 
schbol lists give no initials and there were several other 
Smiths at the school ; it is probable, however, that he 
was the Smith who was then in the under fifth, having 
among his schoolfellows in the form Thomas, Earl of 
Elgin, who collected the "Elgin Marbles ", now in the 
British Museum, John Nesbit Jordan, whose father was 
a merchant at Annapolis, in Maryland, William Villiers 
Robinson, a younger son of a baronet, and Charles 
Ogilvie, born in South Carolina. 

In 1780 he stood out for election on to the founda-
tion as a King's Scholar and was chosen second among 
the successful candidates. Normally he would have 
gone to one of the universities in 1784, but he stayed on 
at Westminster an extra year, and was Captain of the 
School: as he was then only seventeen one may deduce 
that he was a boy of some character. Two of his 
school notebooks have survived, one on the Aeneid, 
which he started on February 25th, 1782, and the other 
on Hebrew grammar which he used from May 31st to 
July 2nd, 1782. 

I 
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When standing out for election he gave his father's 
name as John Smith, and said he had been born in 
London, and when, in 1785, he was elected to Trinity 
College, Cambridge, he gave the same description, but 
Mackenzie, in his History of Newcastle- zton-Tyne 
(1827), says that Smith was a native of Yorkshire. It 
is certain that when the diary opens his mother was 
living in or near Sheffield, that while he was at Cam-
bridge he received a handsome allowance from Walter 
Spencer-Stanhope, of Cannon Hall, in Cawthorne, and 
that his account books, diary and papers became part 
of the family papers of the Spencer- Stan hopes. He 
was godfather to one of Walter Spencer- Stan hope',s 
children and, in such of the family correspondence as 
has been printed, one finds occasional references to 
members of the family visiting him at Newcastle. In 
addition, he is found visiting Cannon Hall in his vaca-
tions and from time to time in later life, and frôm 
references in diaries seems to have been, treated .s a 
member of the family. 

This all lends support to the tradition in the 
Spencer-Stanhope family that he was a natural son of 
John Spencer, the last of that family of Cannon Hall. 
John Spencer died unmarried and Ann, one of his sisters, 
married Walter Stanhope and was the mother of Walter 
Spencer-Stanhope. The tradition gets further support 
from the inscription in one of the lecture notebooks he 
used at Cambridge in 1786, "John Sp. Smith, Trin. 
College, Cambridge," and one of his Cambridge trades-
men's bills is endorsed " Mr. S. Smith" (1786); the 
receipt for another bill, though this was after he had 
left Cambridge, was made out to" Mr. Spencer Smith ", 
and on January 16th, 1790, he signed a promissory note 
"John Sp. Smith " . 

His mother, Mary Smith, died in Westminster'on 
February 9th, 1796, and was buried, at her own request, 
in the churchyard of St Margaret's on the 15th. She 
had been in receipt of a small allowance from Mr 

o 
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Spencer-Stanhope. No reference is made in the diary 
to any of her relations. 

Smith started to keep a diary on October 24th, 
1785, while he was at Cannon Hall, preparing for Cam-
bridge; he arrived at Cambridge on November 6th, and 
"din'd with Deb. in his rooms". " Deb" was Peter 
Debary, who had been elected a King's Scholar at 
Westminster the year before Smith; he helped him 
with buying his cap, gown, etc., the same day. The 
diary is kept in a series of pocket-books entitled The 
Daily Journal; or, the Gentleman's, Merchant's and 
Tradesman's complete Annual Account Book; the left-
hand pages are ruled for a week's engagements and the 
facing right-hand pages for cash received or paid during 
the same period; at the end are some pages devoted to 
lists of hackney-coach fares in London, lists of the 
names and addresses of the members of the House of 
Lords and House of Commons and of names and 
locations of some of the better London coffee-houses. 
Smith had his diaries doubly interleaved (Ginger, the 
School bookseller, charged him 3s. for the interleaving 
and binding in red sheep) and, in a general way, kept 
his detailed diary on the interleaved pages, though 
occasionally items overflow on to the engagements page 
or, more often, on to the cash account or the blank page 
facing it. The diary from the start in 1785 is, but for 
three years, 1794, 1803, and 1804, and occasional blanks 
in the volumes which survive, continuous until 1811. 
It is now in possession of the Corporation of Bradford, 
and my grateful thanks are due to Mr Wilfrid Robert-
shaw, Director of the City's Art Gallery and Museums, 
for permission to read and make extracts from it and 
for facilities for examining it. 

The diary gives a pretty full picture of the life of 
a Cambridge undergraduate of the period: Smith is 
careful to record how and with whom he spent his 
leisure; clearly it was for his personal information 
as a record of events and without any thought of 
publication, though he took the precaution of making 
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some entries in a species of code, with the result that 
some of the entries, even though not in code, which to 
him needed no explanation convey little to a modern 
reader. If he had realised that more than a century 
and a half later it would meet the eye of a brother Old 
Westminster searching for information on Smith's 
contemporaries he would doubtless have given fuller 
details. He looked upon the keeping of it as a duty, 
and on May 26th, 1788, he wrote, "For the future 
invariably to put down the occurences of the day (that 
is when I am sober) before I go to bed"; unfortunately 
that resolution was to be frequently broken, and there 
is ample evidence that the diary was often written up 
from memory. 

The first thing one notices in reading the diary is 
that a student can have had little time for private 
reading out of lecture hours; practically every day the 
time immediately after dinner, i.e., the afternoon, is 
occupied in giving wine to friends or visiting them to 
drink wine with them; the evening was commonly 
occupied in cards and supper. Smith habitually noted 
the names of his guests and of the men that he met in 
other men's rooms; naturally a high proportion of 
them, particularly in the earlier days, were former 
schoolfellows. The principal game was Whist, with 
Backgammon a close second, but Chess, Hazard, 
Quadrille, Tredrille, "Vingt Un", "Pharo" and Picquet 
are all mentioned. "Cards" almost invariably meant 
Whist; when he first went to Cambridge Smith seems 
to have been a poor player, and his cash account 
frequently contains the entry "Lost at Whist " , but 
with practice, and he had plenty, he seems to have 
become a player of more than average skill. In 1787 
he had been 511. 8s. 6d. to the good on his cards and 
Backgammon account, and in 1788 his winnings, 6411. 
18s. 6d. exceeded his losses, 58111. 13s. Od., by 61i. 5s. 6d. 

Smith belonged to a small club which met for 
cards and supper once a week at the rooms of the 
members in turn; on May 18th, 1788, the club held 
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an anniversary meeting, when twelve, or perhaps 
thirteen members were present; in December, 1787, the 
club had been in danger of dissolution "on account of 
the vacancies not being fill'd up ". Another of his 
evening occupations was dining at the Westminster 
Club: he was elected a member on February 15th, 
1788, when his time at Cambridge was drawing towards 
its end; only nine names are mentioned by him in 
connection with it. He attended his first dinner on the 
27th and entered in his diary "ordered Dinner at I past 
three waited for Vincent till five he came about six ". 
The bill for the dinner on June 8th in that year has 
been preserved: dinner was ordered for six, at 5s. per 
head, but only five attended; in addition to the dinner 
they ate and drank "Bread Cheese Ale & Porter" 
2s. lüd., Sherry, 3s. 6d.. four bottles of Port lOs., and 
Fruite" 4s. 6d. 

In the summer Smith occasionally walked to the 
cricket ground, but only once does he mention playing: 
twice at least he was certainly only a spectator as he 
entered in his diary "staid the match." One of these 
entries was on May 26th, 1786; the match was probably 
between Cambridge Old Etonians and Cambridge Old 
Westminsters, as among his other papers at Bradford is 
a note of the score in a match played on the same day 
as the diary entry and headed "Westminster against 
Eton Friday May ye 26, 1786 ". In 1788 he had a bet 
on the "Eaton Match"; he lost. 

In the summer he was often on the river, though 
whether sculling or sailing is not stated. At West-
minster he had had opportunities for both, even though 
The Morning Chronicle of May 15th, 1783, had reported 
that "In justice to Doctor Smith, the present master of 
Westminster, it is to be noted that the practice of going 
on the Thames, a practice in the Westminster boys so 
pernicious, is not now nearly so prevalent as it has 
been ". On one occasion the trip on the river seems to 
have been combined with a "Duck Hunt"; on another 
he pays for the hire of a gun. 
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o 
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In his last year at Cambridge he spent a good deal 
of time playing tennis, not, of course, the modern lawn 
tennis, and occasionally fives and "long fives"; it 
seems to have been the custom for the two players 
to play for the hire of the court. 

Of his other amusements he seems to have taken 
every opportunity of going to concerts and he was 
certainly a frequenter of the theatre when performances 
were given. He paid an occasional visit to Newmarket, 
and on one occasion a party started to drive to Audley 
End in a gig; unfortunately, through careless driving, 
the gig ran into the post at Stapleford Gate and Smith 
was thrown out. He went fishing occasionally, and, 
rather more often, shooting; he seems to have been a 
poor shot; on September 10th, 1788, he "walk'd by ye 
river a shooting Swallows fir'd 3 times kill'd once—a 
bat ", and a few days later "shot till I past 3, very bad 
sport, & shot worse 

He was frequently in trouble with the college 
authorities and received numerous punishments, but the 
trouble was never serious: he rarely mentions the 
reason; when he does it was for not attending morning 
chapel, and one may guess from the number of times 
that "up late" appears in the diary that that was the 
most frequent cause. The punishments seem to have 
been passages to be translated or learned by heart, 
though once he was put out of Commons; this was 
"rather inconvenient " . 

In September, 1788, he was offered through his 
friend Debary a. post as an usher at Westminster 
School and while he was "ruminating on the tedious, 
& weary life of an Usher a Dun presented his bill. 
This soon made school fetters appear silken bandages ". 
He accepted and started at Westminster, apparently on 
probation, in the first week of October, before he had 
taken a degree. He returned to Cambridge on Novem-
ber 12th and started on the formalities; among the 
preliminaries was a payment of 2s. for "Huddling in ye 
Schools ". His examinations, which were oral, began 
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on January 19th, 1789, and continued until the 21st. 
He seems to have had a certain amountof spare time 
at the Senate House, during which he played "Tea To 
Turn"; it cost him, on balance, 74, 4s. Od. He 
"finish'd" his degree on the 23rd and returned to 
Westminster the following day. 

On August 18th in the following year he again 
"came to Cambridge" apparently to sit for a college 
fellowship; on this visit he spent less time at cards and 
wine-parties, but visited and was visited by the family 
of his former Head Master, Dr Samuel Smith, then at 
Dry Drayton, where he was rector. His skill with a 
shot-gun had not improved; he records "went out a 
shooting with Clapham (another Old Westminster)— 
execrable bad sport & the dogs infamous—fir'd five 
times; three at Partridge, but was perfectly harmless ". 
The examinations began on September 25th and lasted 
until the 29th; on the first day they took three hours in 
the morning and two and a half in the afternoon; as 
the examiners were different on each day it seems that 
the examinations were oral. 

In 1791 he sat again for a fellowship, and records 
details of the examinations; on September 26th they 
lasted from nine until one and from half-past-three until 
half-past-five. "Mathematics, & Natural Philosophy 
two hours each in the Morning. Logic & Ethics 1 hour 
each in the afternoon"; on the 27th "two hours Greek 
into English, & English into Latin each 1 hour 
Geography with Chronology, and 1 hour historical"; 
on the 28th "two hours for a Latin theme two hours for 
a translation of English Poetry into Verse ". On 
October 1st the names of the eight successful candi-
dates were given out; Smith was not among them. 

His last official visit to Cambridge was in 1792, 
when he went up to take his degree as Master of Arts, 
even then merely a ceremony. He went up on June 
30th, intending, it seems, to stop at The Bear, kept by 
Gurford; he had frequented it in his undergraduate 
days, when there had been some difficulty about paying 
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a bill. He was invited out to a supper party that night, 
and whether it was as a result of the party or on account 
of the previous association he was "turn'd out of 
Gurfords & was glad enough to get a bed at a 
Waggoners & Carter's Inn"; the inn was The Eagle 
& Child, and his bed cost him 2s. 6d. 

His degree was conferred two days later; his 
expenses for fees etc. were 

Ii. S. d. 

Bursar .... .... 5. 10. 0. 
Registrary .... .... 2. 2. 0. 
Father of the College 
and head Lecturer 11. 6. 

Proctor's fees 4. 9. 6. 
Huddling in Schools 2. 0. 

Bedell .... .... 6. 6. 
He dined in College Hall that 
night and provided "Wine for 
the Tables" which cost him .... 1. 4. 0. 

giving a total of .... .... 14. 5. 6. 

He returned to Westminster the following day; he 
was to stay there as an usher until 1805. 



MAJOR JOHN TEMPEST (1750-1786) 

Pastel drawing possibly by Hugh Douglas Hamilton, an Irish portraitist 
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THE MANOR OF TONG 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

PART II 

THE FAMILY OF MIRFIELD, LORDS OF TONG 

M ARGARET, daughter and heir of Hugh Tong, 
succeeded to the family estates including, of 
course, the manor of Tong, which passed, by 

her marriage with a member of the ancient family of 
Mirfield, to the Mirfields. She was the wife of John 
Arthington, junior, in 1433, ° but she must have had 
no issue by him. She was described as Margaret 
Mirfield in 1440-1, but which Mirfield it was she married 
between 1433 and 1440 is not clear, as the three pedi-
grees of this family which I have seen are not in 
agreement with one another. The late Mr W. Paley 
Baildon made a short pedigree 91 which shows Margaret 
as having married Robert, son of William Mirfield, and 
according to this pedigree Robert Mirfield and Margaret 
had issue a son only, John. This John married 
Margaret, daughter of Robert Holt, of Stubley, in 
county Lancaster. 

Robert Mirfield must have died leaving his son, 
John, of tender age, for Margaret, his wife, appears to 
have had the supervision of the ancient Tong family 
estates between 1445 and 1453. She then had married 
again, her third husband being Thomas Mering, 

90 Vide the will of Sir John Dene, canon in the Collegiate Church of the 
Blessed Peter of Ripon, Prebendary of Staynwiggs in the Church 
of Ripon, and Rector of the mediety of the parish church of Linton-
in-Craven, dated at upon March 15, 1433; proved, April 11, 1435. 
Testarnenta Eboracensia, pt. ii, p. 43: Surtees Society Publications, 
xxx, 1855. 

91 Included in his "YorkahirQ Notes" at the Cartwright Memorial Hall, 
]Bradford, 
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esquire.. On Novethber 12, 1445, Richard Russell, of 
Wighall, in county York, gentleman, released to 
Thomas Mering and Margaret, his wife, "daughter 
and heir of Hugh Tonge," his right in and claim to 
the manors of Tong, Grimesthorpe and Cowling.' 
These manors, together with estates in Tyersal, Owl-
cotes, East Bierley and Thornhill, are mentioned in an 
assize of novel disseisin brought by Thomas Mering 
and Margaret against Robert Tonge, clerk, in 1446-7. 

There occurs a sixty years' hiatus in the records 
during which time the lordship of Tong manor con-
tinued in the Mirfield family. John Mirfield had become 
a man and had married when, in 1504, he and Margaret, 
his wife, were defendants in a fine levied respecting 
manors other than Tong. Sir William Mirfield, knight, 
cousin of John,93 was the plaintiff.' 

Peter Mirfield, son of John and Margaret, next 
appears as "lord of Tong," by which description he 
witnessed a deed in 1520. Whilst Peter Mirfield was 
lord that historic rebellion, the Pilgrimage of Grace, 
took place, and we find that he was one of those who 
undertook to serve the King at short notice. Whilst 
he appears to have been sympathetically disposed 
toward the rebels, there is no definite information that 
he at any time identified himself with them as did his 
neighbours, the lords of Cleckheaton and Liversedge, 
Sir Christopher Danby and Sir Robert Neville, respec-
tively." Peter Mirfield is said to have married twice, 
his first wife being Mary, daughter of Sir James Danby, 
knight, and his second, Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
Skelton, of Osmundthorpe. 

Not many years after this rising Christopher 
Mirfield, esquire, son and heir of Peter, who was 
then dead, was lord of Tong. This was in 1544-5. 

92 Deed, Tempest MSS, 
93 Vide W. Paley Baildon's pedigree mentioned above. 
04 Feet of Fines, Yorkshire, Mich., 20 Henry VU. 
05 History of the Ancient Parish of Birstall, 1933, by H. C. Cradock. 
96 Yorkshire Deeds: Yorks, - Arch, Society's Record Series. lxiii, 1922. 

p. 140, 
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His wife was Eleanor, daughter and heir of Arthur 
Pilkington, of Bradley. Sometime between 1515 and 
1518 Christopher was plaintiff in a plea against Sir 
Richard Tempest, knight, a feoffee to uses, Arthur 
Pilkington, esquire, and Peter Mirfield, father of 
Christopher. The action related to the detention of 
Elyn, or Ellen, daughter and heiress of Christopher, 
and of deeds relating to the manors of Tong and 
Stothill, in Collynghed [Cowling Head], and lands in 
Holme, settled on the plaintiff on his marriage with 
the daughter of Pilkington." Christopher Mirfield died 
in 1555, his inquisition being taken at Leeds on Sep-
tember 9, 1555.98 

THE FAMILY OF TEMPEST, LORDS OF TONG 

The Tempest family next appear as lords of the 
manor of Tong. Henry Tempest, eighth son of Sir 
Richard Tempest, of Boiling, near Bradford, knight, 
by his wife, Rosamund, daughter of Tristram Boiling, 
acquired the manor by his marriage with Ellen, 
daughter of Christopher Mirfield. Thus began the 
Tempest line of Tong. He was very young, apparently 
not more than fifteen years of age, when his marriage 
contract was made on March 20, 18 Henry VIII (1527). 
By this agreement Peter Mirfield and Christopher, his 
son, granted to Sir Richard the wardship and marriage 
of Ellen. It was also agreed that the Mirfields should 
enfeoff certain persons of their manors, lands and other 
premises to the following uses:—that land in Tong, 
Stothill and Cowling Head, to the value of lOu. yearly, 
should be for Henry Tempest and Ellen, his intended 
wife, with remainder of all the manors and other pro-
perties to Henry and Ellen on the death of Peter and 
Christopher Mirfield, failing male issue of the latter. 
Sir Richard undertook to pay 200li. for this marriage. 

97 Early Chancery, 430, no. 25. 

98 Inquisitions Poet Mortem, 2 an 0 Philip and Mary, no. 4, 
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According to a muster roll for the West Riding of 1539, 
Henry was still of the household of his mother, Dame 
Rosamund Tempest, at Bolling Hall, and able to 
provide a horse and harness. 

Another reference to Christopher Mirfield occurs 
in 1550 when at Easter term, 4 Edward VI, he, together 
with Henry Tempest and Ellen, his wife, was a plaintiff 
in a fine of the manors of Tong, Cowling Head and 
Grimesthorpe, sixty-five messuages, two water-mills 
and land in the said places and in Holme, as well as 
the advowson of the Chapel of St James in Tong.'°° 

In August, 1558, Henry Tempest, with his wife 
and son, Richard, sold various parcels of the waste 
of Tong, from which they received certain rents.'°' 
According to Sir Thomas Rargrave's report to Queen 
Elizabeth in 1572, Tempest was one of the doubtful 
Protestants among the minor gentry of Yorkshire. In 
the Rising of the North in 1569 he was on the side of 
the rebels, but not as a prominent figure. 

We obtain some idea of the possessions of Henry 
and Ellen Tempest from a deed dated January 18, 
18 Elizabeth (1576), when they settled their estates 
on themselves for life and then on Richard, their son 
and heir. These consisted of sixty messuages, thirty 
cottages, 100 gardens, 5,000 acres of land, 300 of 
meadow, 600 of pasture, 200 of wood, 200 of furze 
and heath, with 4d. rent, in Tong, Cowling Head and 
Stothill, besides various other messuages, gardens and 
parcels of waste in Cowling Head. When Barnard's 
Survey was taken, in August, 1577, Henry Tempest 
was found to hold, in right of his wife, land in Tong 
and Hunsworth, once held by Richard Tong; he was 
one of the jury of the inquisition then held in 
Bradford-"' His will, which is dated April 5, 1591, 
mentions his sons, Richard and Walter, and daughter, 

99 Chapter House Book, A 2, 23. 
100 Feet of Fines, Yorkshire Arch. Society's Record Series, ii, 1887, p. 148. 
101 Freeholder's Book; formerly at Tong Hall. 
102 Dodsworth iiíSS., xxxiv7 ff..10 and 13b, 
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Beatrix Shirtecliffe, formerly wife of William Thornton, 
of Tyersal Hall. Henry Tempest was buried at Tong 
on April 6, 1591.'° 

By an inquisition taken at York Castle on August 
20, 43 Elizabeth (1601), after the death of Ellen, widow 
of Henry Tempest, she was found to have died seised 
in fee of the manors of Tong and Cowling Head, other-
wise Stothill, 104 various lands and other premises, and 
the advowson of the free chapel of Tong. The manor 
of Tong was held of the Queen as of her Honour of 
Pontefract, parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster, by the 
fourth part of one knight's fee and 20s. yearly rent. 
The manor was worth 201i. per annum. Her heir was 
her son, Richard, 105 In her will she, like her husband, 
desired to be buried in the " Chapelle of Tonge ;" she 
also names her "mansion house of Tonge Hall." Ellen 
Tempest was buried at Tong on January 21, 1600. 

Richard Tempest, who succeeded to the lordship 
of Tong, was baptised there on April 6, 1551. His 
marriage with Elizabeth, elder daughter and co-heir of 
Thomas Savile, of Thornhill, the covenant for which 
is dated September 1, 1572, had taken place before 
January 18, 1575-6. In the Rentale Ballivorum for 
the wapentake of Agbrigg and Morley in 1595, Richard 
was returned as holding the vill of Tong, which 
formerly John de Tonge held at lOs. rent. 106 His 
inquisition post mortem was taken at Rotherham on 
August 28, 5 James I (1607), when it was found that 
he died seised in fee of the manors of Tong and Cowling 
Head, alias Stothill. It was declared that he died on 

103 'i'oìtij Parisit Register. Tong Chapel had its own register from 1550, 
the Chapel then being semi-independent of the parent Church of 
Birstall. 

104 The manor of Cowling Head, alias Stothill, and the messuages and 
Bingley, in free socage, by fealty and rent of 63.; their clear annual 
tenements there were held of Anthony Walker, as of his manor of 
value was 7/i. 

105 Inquisitions Post Mortem, 44 Elizabeth. 

106 Dodswortli 1!SS., xxxiv, fo. OS. 
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According to a muster roll for the West Riding of 1539, 
Henry was still of the household of his mother, Dame 
Rosamund Tempest, at Bolling Hall, and able to 
provide a horse and harness. 

Another reference to Christopher Mirfield occurs 
in 1550 when at Easter term, 4 Edward VI, he, together 
with Henry Tempest and Ellen, his wife, was a plaintiff 
in a fine of the manors of Tong, Cowling Head and 
Grimesthorpe, sixty-five messuages, two water-mills 
and land in the said places and in Holme, as well as 
the advowson of the Chapel of St James in Tong.'°° 

In August, 1558, Henry Tempest, with his wife 
and son, Richard, sold various parcels of the waste 
of Tong, from which they received certain rents.'°' 
According to Sir Thomas Hargrave's report to Queen 
Elizabeth in 1572, Tempest was one of the doubtful 
Protestants among the minor gentry of Yorkshire. In 
the Rising of the North in 1569 he was on the side of 
the rebels, but not as a prominent figure. 

We obtain some idea of the possessions of Henry 
and Ellen Tempest from a deed dated January 18, 
18 Elizabeth (1576), when they settled their estates 
on themselves for life and then on Richard, their son 
and heir. These consisted of sixty messuages, thirty 
cottages, 100 gardens, 5,000 acres of land, 300 of 
meadow, 600 of pasture, 200 of wood, 200 of furze 
and heath, with 4d. rent, in Tong, Cowling Head and 
Stothill, besides various other messuages, gardens and 
parcels of waste in Cowling Head. When Barnard's 
Survey was taken, in August, 1577, Henry Tempest 
was found to hold, in right of his wife, land in Tong 
and Hunsworth, once held by Richard Tong; he was 
one of the jury of the inquisition then held in 
Bradford.'°2 His will, which is dated April 5, 1591, 
mentions his sons, Richard and Walter, and daughter, 

99 Chapter Howe Book, A 2, 23. 
100 Feet of Fines, Yorkshire Arch. Society's llecoTð Series, ii, 1887, p. 148, 
10.1 Freeholder's Book; formerly at Tong Hall. 
102 Dodswort/i hISS., xxxiv, ff.16 and 13h, 
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Beatrix Shirtecliffe, formerly wife of William Thornton, 
of Tyersal Hall. Henry Tempest was buried at Tong 
on April 6, 1591.'° 

By an inquisition taken at York Castle on August 
20, 43 Elizabeth (1601), after the death of Ellen, widow 
of Henry Tempest, she was found to have died seised 
in fee of the manors of Tong and Cowling Head, other-
wise Stothili, 104 various lands and other premises, and 
the advowson of the free chapel of Tong. The manor 
of Tong was held of the Queen as of her Honour of 
Pontefract, parcel of the .Duchy of Lancaster, by the 
fourth part of one knight's fee and 20s. yearly rent. 
The manor was worth 201i. per annum. Her heir was 
her son, Richard, 105 In her will she, like her husband, 
desired to be buried in the " Chapelle of Tonge ;" she 
also names her "mansion house of Tonge Hall." Ellen 
Tempest was buried at Tong on January 21, 1600. 

Richard Tempest, who succeeded to the lordship 
of Tong, was baptised there on April 6, 1551. His 
marriage with Elizabeth, elder daughter and co-heir of 
Thomas Savile, of Thornhill, the covenant for which 
is dated September 1, 1572, had taken place before 
January 18, 1575-6. In the Rentale Ballivorum for 
the wapentake of Agbrigg and Morley in 1595, Richard 
was returned as holding the viii of Tong, which 
formerly John de Tonge held at lOs. rent.'°6 His 
inquisition post mortem was taken at Rotherham on 
August 28, 5 James I (1607), when it was found that 
he died seised in fee of the manors of Tong and Cowling 
Head, alias Stothill. It was declared that he died on 

103 'J'onj 1'w'isk Register. Tong Chapel had its own 
the Chapel then being semi-independent of the 
Birstall. 

104 The manor of Cowling Head, alias Stothñll, and 
Bingley, in free socage, by fealty and rent of 6s. 
tenements there were held of Anthony Walker, 
value was 71i. 

105 Inquisitions Post Mortem, 44 Elizabeth. 

106 Doclsworth JISS., xxxiv, fo. 68. 

register 110111 1550, 
parent Church of 

the messuages and 
their clear annual 

as of his manor of 
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July 21, 1607, and that his heir was his son, Richard. 107 
Richard, the father, was buried at Tong on July 23, 
1607. 

Elizabeth Savile had the manor of Pillay and lands 
in Overthorpe, Thornhill and Tankersley settled upon 
her on her marriage. After her death her husband sold 
most, if not all, of the estates which she had brought as 
her dowry. Elizabeth Tempest was buried at Tong 
Church on September 30, 1581. 

Richard Tempest, the next lord of Tong, was 
baptised there on July 7, 1577. He was already married 
when, on October 7, 41 Elizabeth (1599), .his father 
granted all his lands within the realm, Cowling Head 
excepted, upon him and his wife, Alice, eldest daughter 
of William Maleverer, of Wodersome and Arncliffe. 
In his will, which is dated August 16, 1613, he desired 
to be buried in Tong Church, or free Chapel, which 
took place the day following. His wife was to have 
the use of Tong Hall during the minority of their son 
and heir, John. An inquisition was taken at Otley 
after his death when it was declared that he died seised 
in fee of the manor of Tong, messuages, etc., and the 
advowson of the Church of Tong, with the tithes of 
grain, corn, etc., in Tong and Holme. The great tithes 
of Tong were formerly a possession of Nostel Priory, 
and were purchased in 1593 by Richard Tempest"' who 
died in 1607. Alice Tempest, widow of the last Richard, 
purchased from the King the wardship and marriage 
of her son, John, for 2001i. 

John Tempest, the next owner of Tong, was 
baptised there on August 8, 1602, and was, therefore, 
only eleven years of age when his father died. He 
married, in February, 1619-20, Catherine, fourth 
daughter of Robert Duckenfield, of Duckenfield, in 
Cheshire. John Tempest's inquisition was taken at 
Bradford on August 28, 1623, when it was found that 

107 Inquisitions Post Mortem, 5 Jarne.s 1, pt. 2. no. 10. 
108 Cradoek, H. C., ante, P. 10. 
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he died a minor in the King's hands. His heir was 
Henry, his son, aged only about eighteen months. 
Catherine, his wife, and Alice, his mother, were both 
living at the time of his inquisition. Like his ancestors, 
he was buried at Tong. His widow married again, 
her second husband being Henry Fairfax, Doctor of 
Divinity, sometime Rector of Bolton Percy. 

Henry, the infant in 1623, took a much more 
prominent part in county affairs than any of the 
preceding Tempests of Tong. In 1638 he was admitted 
to Gray's Inn,'09 and on March 22, 1638-9, he was 
married at Tong to Mary, daughter of Nicholas Bushall, 
of Bagdale Hall, in Yorkshire. On May 13, 1642, he 
was one of the gentlemen of Yorkshire who at York 
signed a protest addressed to King Charles, in which 
they refused to provide him with a guard of horsç. 
Three years later he succeeded Sir Henry Cholmeley, 
of Newton Grange, in the command of a regiment of 
Train Bands."' He was sworn a Justice of the Peace 
for the North Riding of Yorkshire at York on January 
25, 1648-9 ;" and on July 12, 1654, he was chosen one of 
the Knights of the Shire in York Castle yard."' In 
1656 he was again elected Member of Parliament for 
York, which office he held till his death. It is already 
clear that Henry Tempest was a Parliamentarian, and 
he is named in the ordinance of Parliament for raising 
forces under Lord Fairfax. 

From a deed dated February 20, 1653, relating to 
a grant by Tempest of an enclosure, or parcel of land, 
at Cutler Height, near Bradford, it is seen that suit and 
service at the Court Baron of the grantor for his manor 
of Tong were due from the grantee. Tempest is stated 
in Dugdale's Visitation of Yorkshire to have died in 
1657, but records in the Tempest manuscripts show 

109 Foster's Gray's Inn Register. 
110 Henri Tempest's Memorandum Book; at the Cartwright Memorial 

- Hall, Bradford. 
111 Ibid. 112 Ibid. 
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that he was living in 1658. His will is dated March 3, 
1657-8, and by it he left the tuition of his children to 
his "dear friend and kinsman, Sir Henry Chomeley, 
knight," his wife having died before his will was made. 

Henry Tempest's successor was his son, John, 
born in 1645. He married, about the year 1664, 
Henrietta, daughter of Sir Henry Cholmeley, a leading 
Parliamentarian, of Newton Grange, in the parish of 
Oswaldkirk, county York. He was created a baronet 
in 1664. By deed dated May 23, 1666, Sir ‚John 
Tempest and Dame Henrietta, his wife, in consideration 
of her marriage portion of 1,5001i., conveyed the manor 
of Tong to trustees for various uses and for its settle-
ment. 

It will be noticed that so far very little information 
relating to the boundaries of the manor has been given. 
Boundary perambulations are useful as material for 
the study of local history and topography, in that they 
frequently mention the ancient field, place and beck 
names in a manor or township; and I consider that 
where such a record is extant it should be included in 
a manorial history. In the Appendix to this paper, 
therefore, will be found a transcript of a document 
setting forth the boundaries of the manor in the time 
of Sir John Tempest. 

In the agreement for the marriage of his son and 
heir, Henry, with Alathea, daughter of Sir Henry 
Thompson, of Marston, knight, made on January 26, 
1681, Sir John described himself as of Newton Grange. 
He died on June 23, 1693, and was buried at Tong 
three days later. 

Henry Tempest, eldest son of Sir John, died before 
his father, and thus we find that the next lord of Tong 
was Henry's younger brother, George, the second 
baronet, who was born on May 22, 1672. By indentures 
of lease and release dated October 12 and 13, 1694, 
Sir George Tempest, in consideration of his contem-
plated marriage with Anne, only daughter and heir of 
Edward Frank, of Campsall, in county York, settled 
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the manor upon himself for life. In the event of failure 
of male issue the family estates were to pass to Nicholas 
and Pearce Tempest, uncles of Sir George, in tail male. 
But in 1717 his eldest son, Henry, joined him in cutting 
off the entail of the manor. It was Sir George Tempest 
who rebuilt Tong Hall in the reign of Anne; and later, 
in 1727, he was largely instrumental in the rebuilding of 
Tong Church. In its present form the Church dates 
from that time, though it contains features of earlier 
date. By his will made on August 15, 1744, Sir George 
entailed Tong Hall, with all its estate, advowson, etc., on 
his second son, Nicholas, and for default of heirs male, 
on his other sons, John, Robert, George and Henry, 
in tail male. He bequeathed 51i. to the poor of Tong, 
and 40s. to the poor of Drighlington. The testator was 
buried at Tong on October 11, 1745, and his widow, 
Anne, Lady Tempest, on January 13, 1746. 

Nicholas Tempest duly succeeded his father in 
the lordship of Tong, but not in the baronetcy; this 
had passed to Henry, the eldest son. It is not, however, 
within the scope of this account to follow up the 
Tempest baronetcy, nor the family generally, but only 
to discuss those who were lords of Tong. Nicholas was 
born at Campsall on May 12, 1698. There is nothing 
eventful in his life to record, unless it be the supposition 
that he became a Catholic and had a chaplain at Tong, 
one Father Edward Anthony Hatton, from 1739 to 
1752. Apparently Nicholas was twice married but, it 
seems, died without issue. 

When his uncle, Nicholas, died, John Tempest, 
only son of John, younger brother of the last lord, 
succeeded to the Tong estates under the will of, and 
by the entail created therein by, his grandfather, Sir 
George. In 1773 he made several alterations to Tong 
Hall. He raised the roof of the central block, added a 
storey to each of the wings and threw out bay windows 
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on the north front."' John Tempest, who was a major 
in the Horse Guards, died unmarried at Tong and was 
buried there on January 6, 1786. Administration of 
his estate was granted to his sisters, Elizabeth, wife of 
Thomas Plumbe, Anne, wife of the Reverend Nathaniel 
Haines, and Henrietta Tempest, on October 10, 1786. 

LATER LORDS OF TONG 

Elizabeth Tempest, eldest daughter of Captain 
John Tempest, of Nottingham, and co-heir to her 
brother, Major John Tempest, was baptised at St 
Mary's, Nottingham, on June 29, 1739. She married, 
on September 25, 1763, Thomas Plumbe, of Wavertree 
Hall, near Liverpool, and subsequently succeeded to 
some of her brother's property. Thomas Plumbe sold 
the Wavertree estate and purchased Tong Hall and the 
manor from the heirs and mortgagees of his brother-in-
law, the latter having barred the entail of Sir George 
Tempest's estates. Thus the manor henceforth became 
vested in the Plumbe family. Plumbe, who was a 
captain in the Royal Lancashire Militia, was buried in 
Tong Church on June 16, 1806; his wife, Elizabeth, 
survived him seventeen years, she being buried at Tong 
on August 24, 1823. 

We now come to John, son of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Plumbe, who became lord of the manor. He 
was a colonel in his father's regiment and commanded 
it for thirty-three years. Colonel Plumbe and his issue 
were authorised, by licence dated May 20, 1824, to 
take the surname of Tempest in addition to and after, 
that of Plumbe. In addition to being patron of Tong 
Vicarage and of Aughton Rectory, county Lancaster, 
he was a justice of the Peace and a Deputy Lieutenant 

113 For this note, and many others giving biographical facts relafing to 
the Tempest family of Tong, I am indebted to the labours of the 
late Mrs Eleanor Blanche Tempest, who lived at Broughton Hall, 
near . Skipton She collected a mass of genealogical,. mernornda 
relating to the Tempest family. 
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for both the Wéšt Riding and Lancashire. Colonel John 
Plumbe-Tempest was buried in Tong Church on April 
13, 1859. 

The only surviving son of the last lord was Colonel 
Thomas Richard Plumbe-Tempest, who succeeded his 
father in the ownership of Tong. He was born at 
Dover in 1795 and died unmarried in July, 1881, when 
the Tong estate passed to Catherine Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of Colonel John Plumbe-Tempest. She died 
without issue in March, 1884, and the manor passed 
to the only son of her sister, Henrietta, by Admiral Sir 
Cornwallis Ricketts, second baronet, of Beaumont Leys, 
in county Leicester. This son was Robert Tempest 
Ricketts, who was born on December 7, 1836. He, by 
licence in 1884, assumed the name and arms of Tempest 
on succeeding to the Tong estate. On the death of his 
father in 1885 he succeeded to the Ricketts baronetcy, 
becoming Sir Robert Tempest Tempest, baronet, of 
Tong Hall, Aughton, in Lancashire, and Beaumont 
Leys, in Leicestershire. He thus became lord of Tong 
as representative in the female line of the Tempests of 
Tong, and of a younger branch of the Tempests of 
Bolling and Bracewell, through the eighth son of Sir 
Richard Tempest, of Boiling, and Rosamund, his wife, 
formerly Boiling. Sir Robert, who married Amelia 
Helen, daughter and co-heir of John Steuart, of 
Dalguise, in Perthshire, died on February 4, 1901. 

There is little more to say about the manor. Sir 
Robert was succeeded by his son, Tristram, who was 
born on January 10, 1865. On the death of Sir 
Tristram Tempest Tempest, of Tong and Dalguise, 
baronet, on June 23, 1909, without issue, the Tong 
estates passed to his sister, Henrietta Frances May, 
only daughter of Sir Robert Tempest Tempest. She 
married, in January, 1886, John Hicks Graves, only 
son of the Reverend John Graves, of Bradenham 
Manoi, High Wycombe Mrs Graves subsequently 
assumed, or reverted to, her maiden name of Ternpèšt, 
and as Mrs Tempest she was iady:of the thändr until 



128 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

1941, when the family's association with Tong came to 
an end. Mrs Tempest, who was a Vice-President of 
this Society, died in February, 1948. 

APPENDIX 

Boundaries of the Manor of Tong, 1667" 

Limitts of the Lordshippe of Tonge doe extende from the 
mearestone standing neare unto Bentham Sike unto the Intacke 
inclosed by the inhabitants of Birkenshawe by the sowth side 
of Tonge Moore adjoyning unto the lands belonging to 
Drighlington, and from thence by the hedges belonging unto 
the sayde Intacke and the lands of Richard Wilkinson lying in 
Birkenshawe, and then by the mearstones divideing Tonge Moore 
and the Common belonging unto East Bierley, and from the 
sayde mearestones unto a mearestone with a whole in itt lying 
upon the topp of Wiskitthiil and from that mearestone unto 
Twislewood nooke, and from thence unto the lower parts of the 
closes adjoyning unto North Bierley, being the lands of George 
Richardson, Widdow Whiteheade, Christopher Steade, Nicholas 
Pollard, and John Sharpe, unto Shirtcliffe house, and from 
thence over the lower parte of the Monckhills unto a mearestone 
standing in an Intacke belonging unto the heires of William 
Richardson, genti., and from thence over the highway leading 
towards Newall, and then through a close belonging unto 
Jonathan Fairebanck, Clerke, in the occupation of Henry 
Cordingley, leaveing two lands next unto the hedge standing 
towards Bolling, and from thence to ye Bridgestone in the High 
streete divideing betweene Tonge and Boiling and then over the 
highway leadeing betweene Wiskitthill and Bradford, and then 
by the hedge belonging to the lands of John Copley, and from 
thence unto a mearestone att the westend of the Intacke in 
the possession of Robert Wirell, and soe through the south 
parte of the said Intacke, and from thence upon the north side 
of the house of Robert Dennison, there formerley being a meare-
stone neare unto the said house, and then through two closes 
next adjoyning to the said house by the south hedges thereof, 
and from thence by the north side of the Intackes in the 
occupations or possessions of Henry Cordingley, Richard Nailor, 

114 Being a transcript of a document in the Tempest MSS. at the Cartwright 
Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
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Robert Dennison, John Sharpe, Thomas Sharpe, and Isaac 
Nicholls, there being a mearestone standing in the Intacke in 
the occupation of Robert Dennison which devides betweene 
Tonge and Bollinge, and there being formerley another meare-
stone in the Intacke in the occupation of Thomas Sharpe and 
another mearestone in the Intacke in the possession of Isaac 
Nicholls standing neare unto his parlor, and from the place 
where the said mearestone did stande by the mearestones 
dividing betweene Tong and Tiersall and soe to the mearestone 
standing neare unto the house of Richard Sisor, and from thence 
by the hedges divideing betweene Tiersall and the lands in the 
possession or occupacon of the said Richard Sisor and Tempest 
Cordingley and the wood called Black Carr, and from thence 
by the becke running betweene the lands belonging unto Tong 
and Pudsey and the lands belonging unto Tonge and Farnley, 
and from thence by the becke running betweene the lands 
belonging unto Tonge and Drighlington and leading unto 
Bentham Sike aforesaid, there being one little parcell of land 
lying on the east side of Pudsey Becke adjoyning unto Pudsey 
Moore and lying neare unto a close called the Bothomes in the 
occupation of James Stables being parcell of Scholebrooke 
farme which doth belong unto Tonge and is for the easement 
of watering of cattell. 



A BULLING HOUSEHOLD BOOK 

1669---1687 

BY SYLVIA C. PRIEST, M.A. 

THE township of Bowling, which now forms part 
of the city of Bradford, lies to the south of the 
old boundary. Its most important building is 

Bolling Hall, now one of the city Museums, the oldest 
part of. which can be dated to around 1425 but which 
stands on a site that was in possession of the Boiling 
family long before that time. In 1497 by the marriage 
of the Boiling heiress Rosamund to Richard Tempest 
of Bracewell the estate passed to the Tempests in whose 
possession it remained until 1649, when the last 
Tempest of Boiling, also a Richard, sold it to Henry 
Savile of Thornhill for 7, 1001i. Almost twenty years 
later Savile sold it to Francis Lindley, one of a syndicate 
of lawyers, for 5,2601i. This is a considerable drop 
but the three water cornmills in Bradford included in 
the first sale were not in the second; the only one in 
the second sale was the Bowling mill. 

This Francis Lindley is said by Cudworth to have 
been the son of William Lindley, a merchant of Hull. 
He was a barrister of Gray's Inn and chamberlain of 
Chester and in January, 1663-4, he married Elizabeth 
Lightbowne, daughter and heiress of John Lightbowne 
of Buile Hill, Salford, at the Manchester Collegiate 
Church. Three children were born of this marriage, 
all of them baptised at the Collegiate Church, with 
which their mother had strong family connections. The 
register entry for the eldest child, Elizabeth, who was 
baptised on July 6th, 1665, reads: "whose mother, 
grandmother . . . Great Grandmother and Grand-
mother's Grandmother were all borne and are now 
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livéing in this Parish ". The second child, John; was 
baptised on December 6th, 1666, and Francis, the 
youngest, on January 16th, 1667-8. 

It is very doubtful if Francis Lindley ever lived 
at Boiling Hall, which he purchased in August, 1668, 
as his burial is recorded at the Manchester Collegiate 
Church on January 11th, 1668-9. Certainly his widow 
and children continued to live at Manchester, or more 
probably Buile Hill, after his death. John was buried 
at Manchester on October 14th, 1672, leaving Francis 
as the heir, who ultimately took up his residence at 
Bolling Hall and became Registrar of the West Riding 
Registry of Deeds at Wakefield. In 1695 he married 
Caroline Finch, daughter and co-heiress of Joseph 
Finch of Westonhanger in Kent. According to the 
registers of Bradford Parish Church, now the Cathedral, 
six children were born of the marriage, four boys and 
two girls, but two of the boys, Francis and William, died 
in infancy, and the third, Finch, baptised on January 
30th, 1700-01, was buried on March 19th, 1728-9, 
predeceasing his father who died in 1734 and leaving 
the fourth son, Walter, as the heir. Unfortunately 
Walter was an idiot and when he succeeded to the 
estate a Commission of Lunacy had to be taken out. 
On his death in 1760 Boiling passed to his cousin, 
Thomas Pigot, third son of Elizabeth Lindley, who 
married George Pigot of Preston on February 19th, 
1684-5. As Mr Pigot had no children he bequeathed 
the estate to a cousin, Captain Charles Wood, R.N., 
who inherited it in 1770 when Mr Pigot died at Boiling 
Hall. Captain Wood's eldest son, Sir Francis Lindley 
Wood, sold it to the Bowling Iron Company in 1815; 
the transaction being completed in 1821. Most of the 
deeds connected with the Hall and estate were handed 
over to the Bowling Company but at least one interest-
ing manuscript remained in the hands of the family. 

This is a long narrow book with a parchment cover 
inscribed in a nineteenth century hand "Bowling 
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Household Book 1669-1687" and is a record of the 
income and expenses of the estate between those years. 
It was seen among the Halifax family papers at 
Hickleton in 1954 and the Earl of Halifax, K.G., great-
grandson of Sir Francis Lindley Wood, generously 
presented it to Boiling Hall Museum. As far as is 
known it is the only record of its kind connected with 
the Hall. Most of the entries are by Elizabeth Lindley, 
the widow, but at least three other hands can be 
discerned, two of them of a markedly legal character. 

The Household Book opens with an account of 
the purchase of the estate as follows :— 

ii. s. d. 
"The accompt concerning the Purchase 

of Bowling as does pticularly appeare 
It was seized and taken into possessRi Augt 5th 
1668 : And the consideratiii was ifive thousand 5260 00 : 00 
Tow hundred and threescore pounds to bee 
thus paid viz : there was pd by my husband 2100 : 00 00 
the 5th day of Augt 1668 (when possessi was 
[delivered?]) the some of pd to Mr 
[?] by Mr Savyle's order pd more by my 
husband about the same time to yong Mr 
Savyle about 40 : 00 : 00 
more paid the 5th of ifebry :1668(9) to 
Mr Savyle and by his order, viz : to 1576 : 00 : 00 
Mr Witton the some of 11761i. : to Mr 
Shuttleworth 2001i. to yong Mr Savyle 601i., to 
Mr Savyle 1401i." 

judging from various deeds formerly in the possession 
of the Bowling Iron Company and generously presented 
to the Museum by Mr Percy Paley, the estate never 
seems to have been quite free from debts caused by 
marriage settlements, etc., until Mr Thomas Pigot 
inherited it in 1760 and paid Margaret and Eleanor 
Downs, Francis Lindley's half-sisters, who had certain 
claims upon it. 

At the back of the book is an invaluable list of 
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the fields surrounding the Hall and certain of the 
tenements :-

A pticular acct of the severall closes and parcells of Land 
with the messuages tenements mill, wth the yearly value of 
the said Lands and tenemts : ffirst ifor the demeane Lands 
togeuthr wth the Cappitafl Mesuage and all the buildings 
thereof, And such tenemts as are sett forth and apointed for 
my prsent dower out of the same, to the some of seven score 
pounds per annu are as ifollows— 

Mr Thomas Sharps tenemt 

The Mill Ing 5 acres 3 qts 38 p. att 41i. ye An 
& lesser Mill pasture 3 : 3 : 35 I 
Matth. Rhodes  these 5 

ye Mill pasture 4 : 3 : 21 E, closes 
The 'broome feud 15 : 0 : 0 1 are att 
The New Hey .... 18:0:01 
The great Ing .... 12 : 0 : 0J 291i. 
Alsoe the 

great Coppy is .... 32 : 1: 30 1 hi. 
The kitchin ing .... 12 : 1: 4 att 
hodsons close .... 03 : 2 : 7 
the spring or wood 18 : 3 : 34 att 
the come stuble close 11 : 1 : 34 J 
the parke pasture t 
and coppys J 44 : 3 : 30 att 
The Nether & Middle 
lodg feuds next 22 : 0 : 0 
the parke J 
the Lower green feud 16 : 3 : 25 }- aft 
the Lodg close .... 08 : 0 :18 
the pond close .... 06 : 3 : 37 
joines to kitchin ing l 
the next close that 110 : 0 : 2 
And the Borrough 38 : 2 : 6J 
The little close next 
the lower green feild f 03 : 1: 12 
And the close undr it 06 : 0 : 0 
the Wheat Stuble 
or ye nethr ling 
joining to ye att 
Borrough 10 : 3 : 26 
2 little Coppies .,. 07 0 24 att 

1 
j 

ii. S. d. 

11:00 :00 

04 : 00 : 00 

40 : 00 : 00 

08 : 00 : 00 

14 : 00 : 00 

16 : 00 : 00 

28 : 00 : 00 

08 : 00 : 00 

04 00 : 00 

, ?' 
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lí. S. d. 
Antony hutchinson 
the higher greene . 

feud J 21: 2 : 27 att .... 07 : 00 : 00 

1401i. 1401i. 

The Rest of the demeane 

viz : the Bradford pasture 40 : 00 : 00 

The Lam closes 1 
the nearer is f 6 : 1: 151 
the far lam close is 5 : 0 : 2f att .... 08 : 00 : 00 

The Spout ing .... 8 : 1: 13 at .... 07 :10 : 00 

The tenements 

Rich : Collison his tenemt was SOs. & 
the linge feud added 45s. more is 
Abra kellitt his tenent was 311. : lOs. & 
ye next feud to linge feild added 411. lOs. f.... 
Nicolls Tenement 

ffrancis drake tent at Mill fro ye to ye 

Wm. Jenkinson tenemt 

Tho : Rhodes 

Henry Cordingley for Terryes Land 

And for kendalls Land .... 

And for Sharpes Land 

Alsoe for holdsworth Land j 

Matthew Thorneton 

Richard kellett 

J osuah Naylor 
John hill 

John Muffe 

John Tompson 

03 :15 :00 

08 : 00 : 00 
06 : 10 : 00 

04 : 00 : 00 

00 :19 : 00 

02 : 00 : 00 

01:10 : 00 

01: 06 : 08 

00 : 02 : 00 

00 : 02 : 04 

00 : 10 : 00 

00 : 03 : 00 

01: 00 : 10 

00 : 06 : 00 

00 :13 : 04 

00 : 05 : 00 

In his will which was made on January 1st, 1668-9, 
apparently rather hastily judging from its brevity and 
the fact that he died so soon afterwards, Francis Lindley 
assigned to his wife during her widowhood lands to the 
value of 1401i. a year. Those are the fields listed in the 
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first part of the inventory. A map of the estate was 
made by John Smith in 1757, but unfortunately it has 
disappeared and the only ones available are two copies 
of copies which seem to have been made at the begin-
fling of the nineteenth century when the estate changed 
hands. It is difficult to gauge their accuracy as certain 
alterations were undoubtedly made; Bierley chapel 
appears on them although it was not built in 1757. 
Some of the larger fields seem to have been divided but 
where the inventory of 1669 and the copies of the 1757 
map can be compared the acreage of the fields has 
remained much the same; as for instance the New Hey 
which has 18 acres in the inventory and 17 acres 3 
quarters 20 perches on the map. It seems plain on 
comparing the two that the closes from which Elizabeth 
Lindley drew her income were those which lay round 
by the north-west, south and south-east of Boiling Hall; 
a lane, now Hall Lane, formed one boundary and 
possibly the old drive to Wakefield Road formed the 
other. It is not quite certain whether the southern 
boundary lay along Rooley Lane or a little further 
north. 

The two Lamb Closes and the Spout Ing lay to 
the north and I suspect that the Bradford Pasture was 
also there in the area called on the map Clover Close, 
Upper, Middle and Lower Barber Close, Kinder and 
Gander Close and Samming Croft, and was so called 
because it lay on the Bradford boundary but this is only 
surmise. It is possible that it was called Bradford 
Pasture because it lay within the Bradford township or 
because it formed part of the lands which Nicholas 
Tempest (1504-1570), who inherited the Boiling estate 
in 1565, received from his father-in-law, John Bradford 
of Heath, on his marriage to Beatrice Bradford. This 
pasture was an important part of the estate, bringing 
in an income of some 401i. a year from the " jeyce" or 
"gyst ", that is, the pasturing of cattle; the word is 
still in use locally (cf. the verb " agist " in Wright's 
Enql'ish Dialect Dictionary). 
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Even more valuable than the pasture was the coal. 
In his will Francis Lindley says, "Alsoe if there be any 
occasion for sinkeing of Cole mines in any of the Lands 
for to be assigned my heire or those who are to have 
the residue of the said Mannor shall have liberty to 
digg Cole Mines giving her [Elizabeth Lindley] full 
satisfaction for the same ". This suggests a new 
venture but the mines in Bradford Pasture were doing 
well at the beginning of the Household Book in 1669. 
From June, 1669, to June, 1674, the half-yearly 
income from the pits was between 571i. lOs. lOd. and 
49h. 6s. 8d. In the latter part of 1674 it dropped to 
321i. 13s. 4d. and never really recovered although it rose 
to 341i. Os. lOd. at the beginning of 1675. In 1670 there 
is an item: "pd. Wm. Muffe for worke done by Mr 
Lindley's order (in his lyfe tyme) in searching for coles 
in the lane 5 0 ", but it seems that nothing further was 
done there until 1676 when the coal, probably outcrop, 
in Bradford Pasture was almost worked out. Then a 
pit was sunk in the "Lame above the Hall" and 
produced coals to the value of hi. 13s. 4d. Although 
this rose later to 61i. is. 8d. this pit never approached 
the value of the others. In 1681 there was no income 
from the pits and Will. Nichols was paid 5s. to sinke 
one on his land. In 1683 Mr Richardson, one of the 
Bierley family, and Will. Thornton, possibly of 
Tyersall, apparently took over the management of the 
mines paying lOu. a half year, but nothing further is 
heard of the mines after June, 1685. The fall in 
revenue was not due to a drop in the price of coal 
which remained at lOd. a. score. 

The money from the mines was not all profit for 
there were expenses which were particularly heavy in 
1670 and the first half of 1671 when they were 
241i. 2s. 5d. for the six months, and again from June, 
1672 to the end of 1673, but the mines were doing well 
at this time. Much of the expense was due to smith's 
work, done by James Swaine, and to sharpening picks, 
buying new shovels and doing drainage work. Filling 
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in old pits usually cost 4s. Gd. although on May 4th, 
1672, four were filled in for 7s. The cost of sinking 
new pits varied and is sometimes difficult to assess but 
appears to have been usually between Ili. and 30s. In 
March, 1676, however, 21i. 8s. Gd. was paid for opening 
an old pit, and in May of the same year, 41i. 2s. Od. 
for sinking a new one, which again suggests that the 
outcrop coal was worked out and that they were 
seeking it, unsuccessfully, at a deeper level. An 
operation called "feighing" or " feying" which cost 
2s. in 1677 and 4s. in 1680 seems to have meant 
enlarging an existing pit. According to Wright it 
means to stretch or expand and comes from the Old 
English verb "figan ". No indication is given as to 
whether the mines were difficult or dangerous to work 
although there is an entry for May 28th, 1670: "none 
gott that weeke bec. of ye dampe ". According to the 
Oxford Dictionary the word "damp" meaning either 
fire-damp or choke- or black- damp was in use by 1626; 
which of them caused the trouble in Bradford Pasture 
mines is unknown. Judging from the drainage which 
had to be done water must have caused most difficulty. 
The colliers were given 5s. at Christmas amongst them 
in the best years; this later dropped to 2s., presumably 
because the number of colliers had gone down. jer. 
Claiton, who was one of the men working at the pits 
in 1670, was probably the Jeremy Clayton, collier, of 
Bowling, whose burial is recorded in the Bradford 
Parish Church register on August 9th, 1674. 

The income from the rest of the estate also dropped 
heavily between 1669 and 1687. As Mrs Lindley and 
her children were living in Manchester much of the 
Boiling estate, was leased to a Mark Grisewaite who 
paid 901i. a year for it. He received 71i. lOs. a year 
for acting as steward. Among the papers, formerly 
in possession of the Bowling Iron Company and given 
to the Museum by Mr Percy Paley in 1954, is an agree-
ment of May, 1672, between Elizabeth Lindley of 
Manchester in the county of Lancaster, widow, mother 
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and guardian of John Lindley, gentleman, and William 
Simpson, gentleman, and Thomas Minshall, gentleman, 
of the one part, and Mark Gristwhaite of Bowling Hall 
in the county of Yorkshire, yeoman, of the other part, 
whereby the dovehouse, outhouses, barns, stables, water 
corn-mill and certain closes of land in Bowling were 
leased to Mark for a period of four years. Mark, 
incidentally, appears to have been unable to write but 
he paid his rent regularly and collected farm-rents to 
the value of about 4Ol. a half year. The free rents 
came to about 3l. Mark died soon after this agreement 
as his burial is recorded in the Bradford Parish Church 
register for July 13th, 1672. In 1673 a Thomas 
Warburton became steward and remained so until 
the end. He appears to have been on good terms with 
the Lindley family for Betty, the daughter, stood god-
mother to one of his children. He did not take over 
the greater part of the estate as his predecessor had 
done for he only paid 81i. 5s. rent and received 21i. lOs. 
a year in wages. The mill was taken over by Jonathon 
Hopkinson who paid lOu. a year for it but even so 
the income from farm rents fell by about fifty per cent 
and the free rents correspondingly, though it is difficult 
to be certain about this because there are always so 
many arrears. One Henry Cordingley who rented 
land to the value of about hi. 8s. 4d. nearly always 
paid six months later than he should have done. 

Another source of income, and one that was 
probably more bother than it was worth, was that from 
the "boon" hens and capons. These were due to be 
paid at Christmas by certain of the tenants and were 
a survival of an old ustom known in the time of the 
Tempests. They could be compounded for money, a 
capon being usually worth Is. and a hen Gd., but they 
were never all paid. Henry Cordingley, who ought to 
have produced seven hens, in 1670 paid "6 clocking 
hens ", old, worn-but birds which had finished laying 
and which were probably extremely tough. 

There were many expenses incurred on the estate 
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and the most important of these were the taxes. The 
most regular was the Poor Tax. John Balme was the 
overseer. This tax was 9s. 9d. a month in 1669, 9s. 
in 1670 and 18s. in 1675. In that year each payment 
is entered as being for two months yet it was paid 
monthly. In 1683 it fell to 6s. 91. and stayed at that 
figure. The Hearth Money appeared to be rather 
irregular at first but settled down to 15s. a quarter by 
1676. The Constable's Lay was extremely irregular 
and varied between 2s. 8d. and hi. 18s. Sd. Ship Money 
began to be paid in 1677 and was 4s. lOd. a quarter. 
At intervals something was paid towards the upkeep 
of the army, beginning in 1674 with a payment of 
Ili. 4s. ld. for arms for two soldiers. In May, 1675, 
there is an interesting entry: "pd: wch: the poor boy 
put upon bowleing hall to bind him aprentice being 
only one half of the charge 1 - 6 - 3 ". In 1673 9s. 8d. 
was paid for default of appearing at Bradford Court for 
six years and throughout the period there are refer-
ences to the Court. One of the earliest entries in the 
book is as follows: "for ale tobacco and a quarter of 
Lamb whn the court was kept 00 :08 :06"; and in 
1685: 

Ii. S. (1. 

pd : for meatt for a dinner for the court (when 
Fran : & son pigott wear their) & for the jury 0 : S : 6 

alsoe for ale ... .... ... .... .... 0 : 8 : 6 
given to the steward by Franke himselfe 
half a guinney for his fee .... 0 :10 : 9". 

And among the very last entries of all, written in a 
strange hand (perhaps Elizabeth Lindley was dead) 
there is the cost of dinner for twelve jury men, 6s. The 
poor received a Christmas gift; e.g., the entry of 1670: 
"Alsoe for a bushell of shullings att Christmas for the 
poore : 0 :6: 0  ". Shullings are apparently husked oats. 

Among the disbursements are the normal expenses 
of running a house and estate. Bradford Pasture 
frequently required fencing,' - presumably because of 
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the cattle and the danger of the coal pits, or a new 
lock for its gate or the way to it needed attention. The 
end of Sam Mitchell's house fell down and had to be 
replaced. The mill dam was repaired in 1677. The 
church windows were glazed and its roof mossed. One 
gets the impression that the house and estate had been 
rather neglected during the latter years of Savile's 
occupation for before June, 1669, the following pay-
ments were made: 

"paid a plumer for casting & laying the 
gutters as appears 

pd him for glazing 

pd for a hundred of slate 

pd the mason 

for 20 lode of lyme 

June the 12th pd the masons for pointing 

for gathering mosse 

ii. S. d. 

02 :18 : 06 

01: 00 : 08 

00 : 05 : 06 

00 : 08 : 06 

01: 00 : 00 

02:14 : 02 

00 : 04 : 00 

08 : 11:04" 

Mr Savile also received 31i. lOs. for "some owid wain-
scott & some other goods ", and there are tantalising 
references to the gallery. It would be interesting to 
know where it was situated for the Boiling coat of arms 
was in its window in 1648 but all we get from the 
Household Book is that it required iron clasps or 
propping or its slate taking off and laying on again. In 
1680 its windows and those of the dining room were 
repaired at a cost of is. Gd. Fairly extensive repairs 
were carried out in 1685 so when Francis, or Frank 
Lindley, the younger finally went to live there his 
house should have been in good order. 

To a student of local history or to one interested in 
economics the names of the tenants of Bowling and of 
the fields and the coal pit accounts are most interesting 
but the details given of the expenses of the two Lindley 
children, Francis and Elizabeth, or Frank and Betty 
as their mother calls them, are of more immediate and 
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general appeal. These accounts begin in 1673 when 
their mother married a Mr Thomas Baskervyle of Old 
Withington and Blackden, county Chester. She was 
his second wife and one child, a daughter Katherine, 
was born. She died in 1676 at the age of two. At first 
the two Lindley children remained with their grand-
mother and incidentally one of the earliest entries of 
this time is for 8s. " for cutting lettrs upon Jackys 
grave stone ", the brother who died in 1672, but in 
1674 they were with their mother again. Mr Baskervyle 
was dead before September, 1677, and Elizabeth 
married for the third time. Her husband was Mr 
Edward Downes of Shrigley and Worth, county 
Chester, who had also been married before. Four 
children were born of this marriage, three girls and a 
boy, Laurence, who died at Boiling Hall in February, 
1708-9, at the age of twenty-six, and whose tombstone 
with the Downes coat of arms was seen at the Bradford 
Parish Church by J. C. Brook in 1774. 

Elizabeth Lindley came of an intelligent and 
educated family with Nonconformist leanings. Her 
father, John Lightbowne, was a bencher of Gray's Inn 
and the friend and correspondent of Humphrey 
Chetham. He was appointed a feoffee of the Manchester 
Grammar School by the Orders in Council of March 
6th, 1647. Through his wife he was connected with Dr. 
Bridgeman, Dean of Chester, Reginald Egerton of 
Shaw, esquire, Ferdinando Stanley of Broughton, 
esquire, and Oswald Mosley of Manchester, esquire. He 
was buried at the Manchester Collegiate Church on 
December 23rd, 1667, and his will, dated July 13th, 
1664, was proved at Chester, March 26th, 1668. From 
the inventory of his goods we see that in " The Study" 
were law books to the value of 221i. which he 
bequeathed to his son-in-law, Francis Lindley, with the 
proviso that he should give any he already possessed 
to the testator's nephew, James Lightbowne, divinity 
books worth 181i. and " 1 Large Writeing Desk, a 
large Table and Drawers under it, and Seelinge about 
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it 03.00.00 ", which suggests one of the large kneehole 
desks so common in the eighteenth century and later, 
but this is of an incredibly early date, especially for 
the provinces. There was another desk in the " Great 
Parlor ", a "Turneing Deske ", also a chess board and 
men, nine maps in frames and ten coats of arms in 
frames; John Lightbowne and his brother James 
received a grant of arms in 1662. Mrs Lindley's picture 
was also in the Great Parlour and it would be interest-
ing to know if that has survived. It may have been 
because of her father's influence and interests that 
Elizabeth Lindley was one of the subscribers to the 
Synopsis Criticorum aliorumque S. Scriptural inter-
preturn, a monumental work, still remarkable for its 
style and scholarship, which was published in four 
volumes between 1669 and 1676 by Matthew Poole, a 
divine who lost his living at the Restoration. In 1673 
there is an entry in the Household Book: "alsoe for 
printing the 4th part of pooles sinopsis 00.15.06"; 
and in 1677: 

ii. S. d. 
"pd: for the 5th part of pooles. sinopsis 
15s. Gd. & for binding it & carridge of it 
& the 4th part, (wch is yett unbound) 
7s. 6d. 01: 3 : 0". 

(Volume 4 was in two parts with distinct title pages and 
pagination). 

With this background it is not surprising that the 
children received a good education. In 1673-4 there 
is a general entry, "Laide out upon cloaths and 
scooleing for the chilldren 09.0.8 ", and Frank's school-
master also received is. Gd. In 1674 Frank's "scoole 
wages "were 5s. a quarter and by 1678 he was probably 
at the Manchester Grammar School as he began paying 
his cock-pence at Shrovetide—a payment which was 
ostensibly for the upkeep of the fighting cocks but 
which in fact eked out the ushers' meagre salaries. 
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Unfortunately there is no complete register of pupils 
at the school at this date but his master's name is 
given as Mr Barrow in 1684: "given Mr Barrow his 
mr for a new years gift a guinney "and William Barrow 
was High Master of the Grammar School from 1677 
to 1721. John jightbowne's having been a feoffee and 
possibly a pupil of the school would be a good reason 
for sending Frank there. Frank went up to Oxford in 
1684 and was entered at Gray's Inn in 1685 by "coz. 
Lightbowne" who received 41i. 5s. for so doing. His 
expenses increased considerably, there were more books 
to buy and he also drew on a Mr Thomas Adshed. 
Elizabeth Lindley's last entries of Frank's expenses are 
those of 1685 which end: It soe that I am 7: 12s : 5d 
more out of purs for Franke than I was before wch 
was as may be seen by the foregoeing account 65:7:8 
which in all is 73: 0: l ". There is no record of 
repayment. 

Betty also received a good education by the 
standards of the time, possibly not as intensive as that 
of a Tudor girl but much better than any she would 
have got in the eighteenth or most of the nineteenth 
century. The first definite reference is in 1675 when 
she was ten years old: " pd to the scrivener for teaching 
betty 5 weekes to write 0 : 2: 6 ". In 1676 there are 
the following entries: 

Ii. S. d. 
"for gloves betty gave her Mrs. Dangles [?] 

& her teacher .... 9 : 6 . 9" 
"pd : her mrs : mrs Frankeland att 

midsumer for a quarters diett & 
teaching 2 :15 : 00 

pd : to betty wch she Laide out for 
materialls to worke wth & other things 1:10 : 00 

given to her mrs maides .... 00 : 02 : 00". 

Mrs Dangles is so far untraced but Mrs Frankeland 
kept the Manchester Boarding School for Girls, one 
of the seventeenth century Nonconformist boarding 
schools for which Yorkshire and Lancashire were 

11 1 
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famous. Thoresby placed his sister Abigail in Mrs 
Frankeland's charge in April, 1684 and a rate book of 
1690 shows that Mrs Frankeland then occupied a house 
in Long Milgate and paid rates for twenty-one girls 
of the age of fifteen and over. Boarders under that 
age were not included. Betty also had a dancing master 
and both she and Frank had music lessons although she 
seems to have been the more enthusiastic. In 1677 a 
"virginall Booke" for her cost half-a-crown, from 
1680 onwards she was having singing lessons and in 
1683 "pd: the musick mr for bettys Angelick 1: 10 :0 
& for teaching of her 0:4:0."  In that same year 
Frank's music master was paid 5s., a violin and case 
for Frank cost hi. 15s. and the strings is. Gd. 

Their clothes were fashionable and plentiful. 
Occasionally, but not often, there is an item for altering 
old clothes. In 1676 when Betty was almost eleven 
years old a gown and petticoat were bought in London 
for her at a cost of 61i. us., together with is. 4d. for 
its carriage, but this is unusually expensive and must 
have been for a very special occasion. In 1684 Frank 
spent lGli. at a London tailor's, presumably when he 
was preparing to go up to Oxford. In 1685 Betty was 
given 201i. towards her wedding clothes. 

There were frequent visits from doctors, usually 
on Frank's behalf although in 1680 Betty had to have 
her head shaved, perhaps for ringworm. Frank, how-
ever, seems to have been ill fairly often and possibly 
suffered from some chronic disorder like asthma as 
there are various items for " issues "—a horrible 
method of treating almost any trouble from toothache 
to epilepsy by causing a running sore, either with a 
knife or cautery, and keeping it open on the assumption 
that the evil humours would escape through it. One 
particular form of this was called a seton and in 1675 
there is an entry: "given to docr Smith surgion for 
setting franks seaton 0: 10: 0." Three doctors are 
recorded, Smith, Banne and Bentley, an apothecary 
Mr Delves and R. Lownds, who "set frank an issue ". 
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Dr Smith and R. Lownds are untraced but Dr Banne 
was a well-known Manchester physician of the time 
who turned from the ministry to medicine at the 
Restoration; his son, also a physician, was more famous 
than his father. He is mentioned briefly in Adam 
Martindale's Autobiography together with Dr Bentley 
and Mr Delves, who is there said to be of Knutsford. 

Until the very last entries, when Frank seems to 
have begun to spend a considerable amount of time 
there, Boiling Hall and estate must have seemed very 
remote to the children; their mother paid occasional 
visits but there is no record of their having done so. 
In many ways it cannot have had very happy memories 
for them, their father died soon after acquiring it and 
Frank's last years must have been saddened by the 
death of his son Finch and the knowledge that his 
surviving son was incapable of managing the estate. 
Yet it is pleasant to think of Boiling in possession of 
someone with an intellectual and cultured background 
who. has left an enduring memorial to his own good 
taste in the elegant little parlour, now known as Room 
4, which Frank redecorated about the year 1700. 

I should like to express my thanks to Mr Sidney 
Horrocks, F.L.A., of the Manchester Reference Library, 
who supplied much invaluable information about the 
Lightbowne and Pigot families; to Mr T. F. Nutter, 
Receiver of the Manchester Grammar School, for 
answering questions about its early records; to the Very 
Reverend John G. Tiarks, M.A., Provost of Bradford 
Cathedral, for permission to consult the Bradford 
Parish Church registers; to the staff of the Bradford 
Reference Library for their patient and good humoured 
assistance and to Mr Wilfrid Robertshaw, Director 
of the Bradford City Art Gallery and Museums, for 
his continual and helpful interest. The chief works 
consulted in the preparation of this paper have been: 
A History of the Ancient Chapel of Blacklet,', by the 
Reverend John Booker, B.A.; East Cheshire: Past 
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and Present, by J. P. Earwaker, M.A., F.S.A.; The 
Manchester Grammar School, by Alfred Mumford; 
Lancashire Parish Register Society, lxxxix; The 
Bradford Antiquary; and the Paley Manuscripts now 
in the Museum's possession. 



SOME LOCAL HISTORICAL RECORDS 

THE Council of the Society at a meeting last year 
decided that there should be brought to the 
notice of readers of this journal information 

about the transcripts, or copies, of original local records 
which are available for study at the Public Reference 
Library, Bradford. As editor I was asked to contribute 
a note on the material of this kind which may be con-
sulted by local historical researchers,' and it is hoped 
that the summary which follows will be useful to 
readers and students. 

Most important of all are the rolls of the Bradford 
Manor Court. Those at the Public Record Office, 
London, were copied at the expense of Mr J. Norton 
Dickons, President of the Society in 1896 and 1899. 
These transcripts remained with Mr Dickons until his 
death, in 1912, when, by the terms of his will, they 
passed to the Reference Library. There are four 
foolscap-size bound volumes dating from about 12 
Edward III (1338) to 10 Henry V (1422). Two or 
three small gaps occur here and there, but one is 
greater, namely, the six years between 1414 and 1420. 
A really serious hiatus, however, is that of nearly fifty 
years, from 1362 to 1410. 

At Nidd Hall, Knaresborough, the home of the 
Lord of the Manor of Bradford (The Viscount Mount-
garret), are Bradford Manor Court rolls of sixteenth 
and seventeenth century date. The late Mr Harry 
Speight (President, 1900 and 1913) made an almost 
verbatim copy of the first twenty-three membranes, 
as well as of some later ones. In 1916 four volumes of 
transcripts were purchased by the Bradford Corpora-
tion. The years covered by these are 1569-1579, 1601-
1602, 1625-1629, 1662-1666, 1676-1688, 1690, and 1695-

1. It is a pleasure to acknowledge the help of the staff of the Bradford 
Public Reference Library, Who have furnished a list, of the transcripts 
mentioned here, 
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1696: There is also a manuscript volume of extracts 
from the Bradford Manor Court rolls of 1569-1696, 
compiled by T. T. Empsall (President, 1878-1881 and 
1883-1896). 

An important working tool for genealogists are 
church and chapel registers. These of the Bradford 
Parish Church (now Cathedral) mentioned below were 
transcribed by Mr Empsall, and each volume is supplied 
with an index of personal names. The entries of 
baptisms are from 1599 to 1715, marriages from 1596 
to 1734, and burials for the same period as marriages. 

There are four other sets of transcripts of local 
interest. One is of epitaphs and memorial inscriptions 
from the tombstones in the burial ground of the 
Unitarian Chapel, formerly known as the Presbyterian 
Chapel, Chapel Lane, Bradford. It is a typescript 
copy and covers the years 1719 to 1853. 

The second is a transcript of a paper register book 
belonging to Rawdon Church. It consists of baptismal 
and burial entries from 1783 to 1812. This was copied 
by Mr W. E. Preston (President, 1928-29). 

The third item is a register of burials at the 
Westgate Baptist Chapel from 1825 to 1833, and from 
1836 to 1853. This was copied by Mr Preston and the 
late Mr Herbert Maltby (Honorary Secretary, 1915 
to 1926) in 1908, and there is a note by the transcribers 
to the effect that there appears to have been no register 
of burials kept betwen 1833 and 1836. 

Finally, there are copies of monumental inscrip-
tions in church and chapel-yards, burial grounds and 
cemeteries in and around Bradford. These are entries 
made in exercise books by the late Mr Arthur Blackburn 
between 1928 and 1932. Each book or volume—there 
are 125 of them—contains an index. 

Two other manuscript records remain to be men-
tioned: they are an index to Part I of the Giggleswick 
Register, 1558-1605, and an index transcript of the 
Kirkby Maiham Register, 1590-1815, both compiled by 
the Rev, Edward Cookson, W.R. 



JEREMY BOWER 

A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BRADFORD CLOTHIER 

BY WILLIAM E. PRESTON 

JEREMY Bower, the subject of this article, figured in the life of Bradford in the first half of the 
seventeenth century. Like many of his neigh-

bours he was engaged in the trade of clothier, or weaver 
of cloth. According to Bower Bradford at that time 
"consisted of and generally exercised that industry." 
Little is known of his parentage and early life, but it is 
thought that he was related to one of the several families 
of that name who had gained some slight distinction 
through the service they gave in the affairs of the 
township. 

He was no outstanding figure, and it is doubtful 
whether he would have emerged from the obscurity 
that the passage of time imposes on most departed men 
had it not been that in his later lifetime he became 
involved in a disagreement with some members of his 
wife's family of so bitter a nature as to lead to an action 
in the Court of Chancery.' The documents relating to 
this suit, now in the Public Record Office, provide the 
material for the following narrative. 

In the year 1637 or thereabouts Bower married 
Anne, one of the daughters of a man named Wright, 
by whom it appears he had one son. Shortly after his 
marriage " he was prevailed upon," presumably by 
his wife, to take her younger brother, Matthew, then 
having reached the age of fourteen years, into his work-
shop to learn the trade of clothier, and yielding to this 
persuasion he took the youth as apprentice undertaking 
to educate and bring him up to that trade. 

o 

I, 

1, Chancery Proceedings, Public Record Office, C1O/127/9, 
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During the years that followed the relationship 
between master and apprentice appears to have con-
tinued in a satisfactory manner until the expiration of 
Wright's apprenticeship. He was by that time well 
learned in the craft, and having mastered its technicali-
ties was qualified to set up in business on his own 
account, as was the local custom for an apprentice, but 
it would seem that Wright was not willing to undertake 
so great a responsibility for the reason that he had not 
sufficient capital to provide the necessary equipment 
and stock. Bower, who recognised the difficulties that 
faced Wright, told him that he might remain in his 
employ as journeyman or servant. 

The outbreak of the Civil War in the year 1642 
found a focal point in Bradford when the structure of 
domestic and industrial life was disturbed. The 
inhabitants on the whole were firm supporters of the 
Parliament and held the town for that faction, but it 
appears that Bower's political views were sympathetic 
to the Royal party, and for that reason he was suspected 
of activities harmful to the town's security, a suspicion 
not without some foundation, for he later admits that 
he was then an active Royalist. It is probable that as 
the town became under the domination of the Parlia-
mentarians his arrest was contemplated, and he having 
received some private warning of what was afoot and 
apprehending the danger either to his life or freedom 
of movement, became so alarmed that he thought it 
prudent to seek safety in a distant part of the country.' 

After the Restoration, when the dangers over-
shadowing him had passed away, he freely admitted 
that " he had been engaged on behalf of his late 
Majesty, King Charles the First of ever blessed memory, 

2. Alice Walker, of Bradford, widow, was convicted at the Assizes held 
at York in 1647 for high treason and executed. Her goods, chattels and 
credits were forfeited to the Commonwealth. Unfortunately the Assize 
records in the Public Record Office for this time are incomplete, and in 
consequence further information bearing upon the offence for which she 
was convicted is unobtainable. See Exchequer Decrees, Mich. Term, 
1655 ' Attorney General v Samuel Jepson, of Kirkheaton, and others," 
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and forced to abscond from his dwelling in Bradford' 
and take shelter in London where he took up some 
employment," but unfortunately he does not speak of 
the kind of work on which he was engaged. His 
departure was so hurriedly, if not secretly, made that 
his wife and son were unable to accompany him. 

For some time afterwards he appears to have been 
a marked man by the Parliamentarians, not only in 
Bradford but also in the county of York, and under the 
Commonwealth he does not appear to have enjoyed 
freedom of movement. He says that "he could not 
return to the county of York to look after his affairs, 
nor durst he appear therein until his now Majesty's 
happy Restoration." It will be noticed how he gives 
particular emphasis to the fact that he had been 
engaged on behalf of his late Majesty, having shed his 
old fears under the changed regime. The recent 
legislation adversely affecting nonconformists no doubt 
encouraged him in the vicious attack he made on the 
Quakers, an animus inspired less by sectarian pre-
judices than by Wright's treatment, who had by that 
time joined that sect. 

Much of the foregoing is revealed in the before-
mentioned suit in the Court of Chancery in the year 
1674, in which he appears as the plaintiff, and in the 
answer of the defendants, at a time when he was still 
living in London. 

Before making his hurried departure from Bradford 
there had been the question of the disposal of his 
business to be considered. Convinced that he should 
leave as quickly as possible, "to abscond," as he said, 
he showed an unwillingness to leave in other hands 
the little business that had provided him with a liveli-

3. Jonathan Webster, of Bradford, yeoman, mentions in his will dated 
March 5th, 1651 "a messuagu house, a little croft, a laith or barn and 
one close called Oldfield, lying in Goodman-end in Bradford in the 
occupation of Jeremy Bower." Webster also owned four closes of meadow 
and pasture bearing the significant name of Gallowe-hursts, and a house 
nor Iy-bride called ßrodtQne, P.P.C. September 27th? 1654, 
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hood without some return of the capital he had 
expended on its development. Matthew Wright, who 
had been so long associated with him, was aware of the 
difficulties with which he was faced and urged upon 
Bower the need of his making a speedy departure, but 
this expression of concern for his welfare did little 
more than breed in Bower's mind the belief that Wright 
would gladly be rid of him, in order that the business 
might fall into his hands more readily during his 
absence. 

Indeed, some short time afterwards Wright 
expressed a wish to continue the business. To this 
proposal Bower would not agree, but offered to sell 
him it outright, pointing out that he possessed for the 
purposes of his trade stocks, tools and materials to 
the value of 501i. Here, again, Wright was handi-
capped by lack of capital. To overcome the difficulty 
an agreement was reached between them whereby 
Wright should continue the trade during the time that 
Bower was likely to be away from Bradford, and take 
in payment for his services one half of the profits and 
receive an additional allowance for his management. 
Further, he should prepare a statement of the progress 
of the trade for Bower's guidance, and pay to him the 
agreed half of the profits. 

After Bower's departure, and the business having 
come into Wright's possession according to the terms 
of the agreement, the latter appears to have continued 
it as successfully as heretofore. But Bower states that 
Wright neglected his obligations and never intended to 
fulfil them, believing that as he, Bower, was living so 
far away, and under a cloud of suspicion, he would not 
return to Bradford to enforce his rights. The profits 
of the business Wright failed to account for, and he 
made no payment in discharge of his indebtedness. 

Naturally, this state of affairs caused some anxiety 
about the way the business was being managed. Bower 
felt that he ought to return to look into matters and 
collect the money due to him, but, as he says, "the 
violence of the times continued in such a manner that 
I was afraid to make the journey and arrive at some 
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reckoning with Wright, and it was not until his Majesty 
King Charles the Second's most happy Restoration that 
I was able to plan a safe visit to my native town." 

Having satisfied himself on the course he would 
take, he informed Wright of the visit he intended to 
make and take some course at law to recover the money 
due to him, as well as to enquire into the state of the 
business. Many years had elapsed since Bower left 
his native town, and during the period a considerable 
sum of money was probably due to him. Wright, who 
appears to have become alarmed at the prospect of a 
meeting with his old employer and the payment of the 
accumulated money due to him, advised him to give 
up all thought of returning as most of his old customers 
had died, or were dispersed during his long absence. 

He promised satisfaction of the debt, and admitted 
that with the stock, materials and tools that Bower had 
left with him, his own industry and God's blessing he 
had acquired a plentiful estate. He said that as he 
was a bachelor and not likely to marry it would be 
prudent for Bower to desist from troubling him further, 
or diverting him from his employment by suits at law. 
Bower, and Anne, his wife, were so nearly related to 
him that they might well expect, and indeed, it was his 
intention to leave them, a great part of his estate 
whereof he should die seized. 

Such a gesture could do little other than create in 
Bower and his wife a feeling of deep satisfaction, and 
both lived on in the expectation of the fulfilment of the 
promise. But it is difficult to see why they anticipated 
such a bequest in view of the fact that Wright was a 
much younger person than either of them, with a 
prospect of a much longer life, unless it was known to 
them that he was in a precarious state of health and 
would not survive them. However, from the date of 
the restoration of Charles the Second, in 1660, until 
the year 1674, Bower took no further steps to enforce 
payment of the money due to him. 

Having lulled his brother-in-law into a state of 

11 
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quietude Matthew Wright continued to weave his 
cloths, steadily adding to his gains, conscious of the 
continuance of God's blessing on his industry but 
unconscious of his own duplicity in depriving his old 
master of his rightful dues, as will be shown later. 

Wright's activities were now to come to an end. 
It appears that he was really suffering from a lingering 
illness. Some weeks before he died he asked one 
Joshua Dawson, a Quaker, to draw his will, but Dawson 
delayed to do so until the last day of December, 1672, 
when, a few hours afterwards, Wright passed away. By 
his will he left real and personal estate to the value of 
l,000h. which, for that time, was a considerable sum of 
money to have been derived from so simple an industry. 

Bower, who at the time of Wright's death was 
living in London, was much upset by Wright's testa-
mentary dispositions by which he and his wife received 
little benefit. He says that " he never doubted that 
Wright would leave to him and Anne, his wife, the 
greater part of his estate as he had been led to believe, 
or at least to have made satisfaction for the money he 
had owing to him, and for the stock, tools and other 
things which he, Bower, had left with him in order 
that he might continue the industry." 

Continuing his recital Bower states that " it so fell 
out that Matthew Wright not long before his death 
became a public dissenter from the religion professed 
in the Church of England and was infatuated with 
those idle and foolish notions and principles practised 
and professed by a sort of people commonly called 
Quakers and was upon some such accompt legally 
excommunicated and died under such excommunication 
without being reconciled to the Church. Towards the 
end of his life he betook himself to much drinking and 
was very often intoxicated therewith." He adds that 
"one Bridget Wright, now wife of Timothy Sutcliffe, 
another sister of Matthew, and one Jeremy Lister, his 
nephew, living near him, and taking advantage of the 
far distance from Bradford of him and his wife, who 
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were living in London, worked upon his weakness in 
judgment occasioned by his being infatuated and 
intoxicated and by the violence of the distemper 
whereof he died, they the said Bridget and Jeremy 
Lister by combination together and with one Toby 
West did prepare a writing to be drawn up purporting 
to be the last will of Matthew, and did about an hour 
or a little space of time before he died procure him to 
sign and publish the same as his last will and testament, 
and immediately after his death did in all haste, and 
before it was possible for him to have notice thereof, 
prove the will at York and by virtue thereof possess.ed 
themselves of all Wright's personal estate, being of 
great value, not only, so they claimed, all the lands 
and other the real estate as devised to them by the said 
will." 

These particulars are set out in Bower's bill of 
complaint, in which he seeks compensation for his 
alleged loss. In their answer to the complaint Timothy 
Sutcliffe, Bridget, his wife, and Jeremy Lister deny that 
Matthew Wright agreed with Bower to employ such 
stock as he left behind in Bradford on his departure for 
London, or to make an account for the advantages or 
proceeds thereof. Bridget says that she lived with her 
brother, Matthew, at the time of his death and for 
twenty years before, and she never heard of any such 
trust or confidence. If there had been such an arrange-
ment between them she would have heard of it, she 
living with him and being privy to his affairs. Her 
brother provided and furnished himself with the 
requisites of his business. Such things as Jeremy 
Bower left behind were by Bower's wife and his son 
employed in making cloth, they driving on the trade 
in the absence of Bower until such time as one Hugh 
Currer seized and made sale of them, but by what 
authority she did not know. The wife and son when 
they did so trade in Bower's absence lived in a house 
by themselves, and Matthew Wright departed from 
them and lived in another house by himself, without 
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any dependance on his late master. • By his industry 
and trading and "God's blessing" he acquired a 
reasonable estate of 5001i., and purchased two cottages 
and a garth in Bradford. 

By a deed he conveyed and assured the garth to 
certain feoffees, to the intent that the garth be a burial 
place for the Quakers, he himself being one of that 
opinion, so that the two cottages were all the real estate 
that Matthew was seized of at the time of his death. 
He made his will about the last day of December, 1672, 
by which he gave to his brother-in-law, Jeremy Bower, 
20s., to Anne Bower, Jeremy's wife, 40s., and to his 
brother, Henry Wright, an annuity of 31i. during his 
life. He gave the cottages to Bridget, his sister, and 
to many other persons he gave legacies, and appointed 
Bridget and her husband, Timothy Sutcliffe, executors. 

Some years before the occurrence of the incidents 
related above Bower had some trouble with the 
executors of Francis Allanson, of Leeds, with whom he 
had had some business dealings in the past. An out-
standing debt by Bower was alleged. Bower said in an 
answer to a bill of complaint that he had done business 
with Francis Allanson, of Leeds, who made it his 
employment to buy and sell cloth and wool and with 
whom for several years he had trading and commerce. 
Allanson bought of him several pieces of cloth, and he 
found him, Allanson, very fair and just in his dealings. 
He bought of Allanson in the time of their trading 
together about the year 1656 two packs of wool for 
the sum of 241i. 

About the time that the debt for the wool became 
payable Allanson bought of him or of one employed 
by him two pieces of woollen cloth containing about 
thirty-six yards a piece of the value of 241i., •which 
Allanson accepted in discharge of the debt owing to 
him for the two packs of wool. Allanson some nine 
years afterwards died, and by his will constituted Mary 
Allanson, his daughter-in-law, sole executrix, but it 

would appear that 
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"John Stanhope,4 gentleman, combining with John 
Smith, of Holbeck, clothworkcr, and John Parker, clothier, to 
ruin and undoe him by colour of some letters of administra-
tion of the goods and chattels of Allanson, which were 
unadministered by Mary Allanson, having amongst the waste 
papers of Francis Allanson found some pretended bill for 
241i. alleged to be signed by him [Bower], although Stanhope 
is well assured that the pretended bill is for the two packs 
of wool. And the said money is so long since fully paid 
and satisfied by the value received by Allanson in the two 
pieces of cloth and so much doth appear by the endorsement 
on the pretended bill or by the books of account of Allanson." 

Stanhope by way of replication believed that Bower 
might have had some small trade and commerce with 
Allanson by selling him some cloth, and with him had 
very fair and just dealings, but did not know of any 
wool sold to Bower by Allanson. He had searched and 
perused all the books and accounts of Allanson and did 
not find therein any mention of cloth bought of Bower, 
or of any other employed by him. 

"Allanson did most usually and constantly enter in his 
books the colour, length, prices and owners' or sellers' names 
of all such cloth as he at any time bought. The reason 
why Bower about the year 1€59 was become very poor and 
much indebted and having small or nothing to satisfy his 
debts he did leave his dwelling in the country and fled to 
London and there for some years privately continued and in 
a very poor condition, so that Allanson not knowing how to 
find him could not for some time demand his debt. About 
the year 1661, he [Stanhope] being in London and giving 
Allanson notice that Bower lived there, Allanson did 
authorize him to receive the moneys due upon the said bill. 
Bower, knowing that he was so employed, did secretly hide 
himself intending thereby to avoid payment, and perceiving 
him in a very poor condition did not then endeavour to get 
him arrested." 

Stanhope said that after the death of Bridget 
Allanson, he, being grandson and next of kin to Francis 
Allanson, procured letters of administration of. the 

4. John Stanhope, barrister at law, of Bolton Old Hall, son of Richard 
Stanhope, of Eccieshill, by Anne, his wife, daughter of Francis Allenson, 
of Leeds, merchant and alderman. 
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goods and credits of Francis Allanson, the elder, not 
administered by Bridget, his relict, and by virtue thereof 
was enabled to receive the debt. 

It was ordered by the judge of the court that 
Stanhope should produce more witnesses to substan-
tiate his replication at a future hearing, but there does 
riot appear to be any further evidence bearing upon 
this interesting suit. 

From the particulars of these suits it is most 
difficult to form an opinion as to which of the parties 
was entitled to a favourable decree. In law-suits of 
this kind, at that time and even at an earlier date, the 
veracity of the litigants is not beyond question, each 
vilifying the other in his testimony, hoping to influence 
the course of justice in his favour when the cause was 
brought forward for hearing. However much such 
methods are deplored by modern legal minds there is 
some satisfaction in observing that the judge remained 
unbiased and had little difficulty in detecting the 
purpose of such recrimination. In the Bower suit the 
decree is not to be found, but from the fact that 
Matthew Wright's bequests were not disturbed it may 
be assumed that the decree was favourable to the 
Wright family. The evidence of the litigants, unfor-
tunately, fails in giving the confidence that truth 
inspires, yet it loses nothing of literary interest in the 
manner of its expression. 

William Scruton, writing in 1889, says5, 
"The piece of land in Goodman's End, of which the 

Friends became possessed in 1672, was the gift of a Matthew 
Wright, described as a clothier of Bradford. He gave the 
land for the purposes of a burial ground, and, strange to 
relate, was himself the first that was buried in it. The land 
was conveyed to the Friends by a deed of feoffment, and 
is described as ' a croft or piece of land containing about 
one acre, lying and being in Goodman's End, on the south 
side of the highway, and is conveyed to John Green, John 
Winn, and Joshua Dawson, upon trust for the Children of 

5. Pen and Pencil Pictures o/ Old Bradford, 52, 53. 
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Light whom the people of the world commonly call Quakers, 
to use as a burial place for them and their succeeding 
generations.' About twenty years ago, while some altera-
tions were going on in the grave-yard, two tombstones were 
unearthed, which proved to be those of Matthew Wright and 
his sister. The tombstone of the latter was in a rather 
dilapidated condition, but every letter on that of Matthew 
Wright was perfect. The stones are preserved by the Friends 
as interesting relics, and have since been removed to their 
new chapel in Fountain Street."6 

6. Only the tombstone of Matthew Wright can now (1956) be traced. It 
is preserved in the grounds of the Friends' Meeting House, Clare Road, 
Halifax.—Bditoi, 
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PONDEN AND PONDEN HOUSE 

BY WILLIAM SHACKLETON 

PONDEN is about half a mile west of Stanbury, a 
hamlet in the old chapelry of Haworth and 
manor of Bradford. It lies on the south side 

of the main road between Haworth in Yorkshire and 
Come in Lancashire, and of the little river called the 
Worth, which forms the southern boundary of Craven. 

Dr Whitaker, in his History of Craven, makes it 
appear that Ponden is the extreme southern point of the 
Clifford fee, but here, as in many other matters, he 
was wrong. Ponden, Stanbury and Haworth are just 
outside the bounds of Craven. 

The meaning of the name Ponden presents no 
difficulty. The dene, dean, or as shortened den, is a 
deep, narrow dough, or cleft, in the foothills which 
spread out eastward from the Pennine Chain, and is 
fed by waters which come down from the higher lands 
and converge at its head, and then run in the bottom 
in one stream. The dene, or deep valley, opens out 
considerably at the east end where, before the changes 
effected some years ago by the construction of Ponden 
reservoir, there was a large marshy pond. Hence the 
meaning of the word Pond-dene, or Ponden. The 
dene stream, after supplying the pond, continued its 
course slightly further, and then joined the Worth. 

Ponden reservoir has been formed by constructing 
a dam across the valley a little west of where the waters 
of the dene and the Worth converged; and the over-
flow from it finds its way into the bed of the old dene 
stream below the dam. 

The approach to-Ponden from Stanbury is over an 
ancient bridge spanning the Worth, on the main road 
into Lancashire. The bridge has three circular arches, 
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Photograph: Keighley News and Bin gley Chronicle 



PONDEN AND PONDEN HOUSE 161 

the middle one much wider and higher than the others, 
and the piers supporting the arches have massive cut-
water buttresses to protect them when heavy floods of 
storm water came down, in times before the reservoir 
was constructed. At some date the bridge has been 
widened by adding to it on the west side, the line 
between the old and the newer work being plainly 
visible. 

After passing over this bridge the road divides: 
the main arm goes forward to Come, and the secondary 
one on the left leads to Ponden, and for a short distance 
of its length is in Oakworth, the most southern town-
ship of Craven. 

On the north side of the Oakworth part of the 
Ponden road there stands the Elizabethan water-driven 
corn mill, an appanage of the Ponden House estate. 
The wheel was turned by waters from Pitcher Clough 
and a race dammed off from the river Worth. Two 
old mullioned windows still remain, one in the north 
gable, and the other in the east side wall, which also 
contains the old segmental arched doorway. On a 
buttress near the latter are carved in large bold letters 
the initials ' R.H.'. 

No evidence has been found to show when the 
mill became the property of the Heaton family, but it 
is mentioned in 1640 in the settlements on Anne 
Scarbrough on her intended marriage with Michael 
Heaton. When all the Heaton family property was 
sold after the death of Mr Robert Heaton in 1898, 
the mill was bought by Mr Joseph Fieldhouse Heaton, 
the present' head of the family, who is the eldest son 
of the late Mr Michael Heaton, the only one of Robert 
Heaton's brothers who left male issue. Robert Heaton 
died unmarried. 

Passing the old corn mill and a spinning mill, 
built a century or more ago by one of the Heatons, 
the road continues and re-crosses the Worth by a 

1. The year 1921. See editor's note on page 168 



162 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

single arch bridge just above the fork formed by the 
dene water running into it. Entering Stanbury land 
and forward, the road passed between a double avenue 
of plane trees, to the front of Ponden House, but a 
considerable length of the old carriage-way is now 
submerged. A new one has been made on the south 
side of the reservoir, which goes west for some 
distance and then turns sharply north, up a steep 
incline to Ponden House and beyond. 

Before proceeding further, Ponden House and its 
neighbour, the so-called Old House of 1634, invite 
particular notice. Ponden House,' the principal front 
of which faces south, stands in an elevated position 
on a tongue of land lying between the dene and the 
Worth. Its terminal towards the east, before the 
alterations made by damming across the valley, was 
near the place where the two streams became one. The 
terminal of the tongue is now in the fork of the north 
and south arms of the reservoir, where the remains of 
the now disused carriage-way comes to an end in its 
former descent from the house towards the bridge. 

There are long ranges of Elizabethan and 
Georgian mullioned windows in the south front, and 
in the east gable there are windows of the former period, 
divided into two stages of height by transoms, moulded 
similarly to the mullions. All the Elizabethan windows 
have ovolo moulds and fillets of that period on the 
mullions, jambs, transoms and heads, and deeply 
splayed sills; on the other hand, the Georgian windows 
have plain, square mullions, jambs and heads, and the 
splays or weatherings of the sills are only shallow. In 
the Georgian part of the frontage there is a handsome 
pedimented doorway, forming the principal entrance to 
the house. The chimney stacks, rising above the ridge 
of the roof, have moulded caps in the style of the more 
modern parts of the house, except one at the east end 

2. This is the name used by Mr Shackleton for the old homestead. 
Nowadays, however, it is generally referred to a4 Ponden Hall,—Ei1i(Qr, 
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which, formed of a pair of coupled shafts and cappings 
on the top of a chimney breast projecting outside the 
gable wall, is in the style of the older parts of the house. 

Enclosed by low stone walls with moulded copings, 
and rusticated pillars having ornamental terminals 
standing at the corners, are flower gardens along the 
whole frontage and round the east end, except for the 
portion of the frontage which is walled off opposite the 
front door and forms a court-yard, with its south side 
open to the carriage-way. In the flanking walls of the 
court-yard east and west there are hooks and rings to 
which visitors would hitch their horses. On the south 
side of the carriage-way, opposite the front entrance, 
there is a mounting-block with steps at each end. 

An inscription on a stone built into a semi-circular 
arched recess over the front door is very ambiguous 
and misleading, and gives the casual observer quite a 
wrong impression. The inscription is :-' The Old 
House now standing was built by Robert Heaton for 
his son Michael Anno Domini 1634. The old Porch 
and Peat house was built by his grandson Robert 
Heaton A.D. 1680. The present Building was re-built 
by his descendant R.H. 1801.' The old house of the 
inscription is the one now standing in ruins on the south 
side of the carriage-way, a little lower down the hill than 
the principal family residence, and must not be con-
fused with " Old House " referred to later, because in 
the inventory of his goods and chattels, taken after the 
death of Robert Heaton and dated March 16th, 1640, 
there is the entry: "Timber birkes and manure about 
the old house lOs." This was at the time when the 
house of the inscription was quite new. 

Ponden House, "The present Building," certainly 
was not re-built in 1801. What 'R.H.' did in that year 
was to partly re-build and extend the more ancient 
house of his ancestors. To a practised eye the 
unravelling of the skein is quite easy. The east gable, 
with its large weathered projecting chimney breast, and 
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diagonally placed, coupled shafts, and a considerable 
part of the south front date to the time of Queen 
Elizabeth I, when the Heatons acquired the property. 
The window mullions, jambs, transoms, heads and sills, 
the drip moulds and the caps of the east chimney stack 
are unmistakably Elizabethan in this part of the house. 

The operations in 1801 consisted of taking down 
a part of the upper storey, including some of the 
windows, considerably extending the frontage by 
building at the west end of the older structure, and 
re-building the upper portion of the storey taken down. 
There is a vertical line between the new and the old 
work on the east side of the front door, extending from 
the ground to the eaves This line distinctly marks the 
point of junction of the late Georgian extension of 
1801 with the Elizabethan part of the house. The wail-
stones of the upper storey of the new portion, and those 
of the upper storey of the older portion of the house, 
run in even and level courses throughout the whole 
length of the frontage. The difference in the dressing 
of the stones in the older and in the newer parts is very 
pronounced, the newer being much finer and more even 
than the older. 

Having the inscription before him and without 
expert knowledge to guide him it is not at all surprising 
that Mr Halliwell Sutcliffe, in referring to the 1634 
house in his book Bq Moor and Fell, should say, "the 
parent hail was built when the Heaton race was young, 
and abandoned, as their fortunes grew, in favour of a 
roomier dwelling." The roomier dwelling is the parent 
hail. It is difficult to reconcile some of the features of 
the 1634 "Old House now standing" with statements 
in the inscription on the parent house, but alterations 
partly account for the difference. 

Sometime early in the nineteenth century this 
house was divided into two tenements by building up 
the doors in the wall which separates the pair of rooms 
upper and lower of the west, or parlour, end of the 
house from the rem3inder. An additional staircase 
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was put into the part divided off, and access from the 
outside was provided by mutilating the parlour window 
and inserting a doorway through it. The doorway has 
a miserable, makeshift apology for a porch, which 
could never have been thought worthy to be com-
memorated in the inscription. Peculiar features are 
observable at the east end of the structure, where there 
are many traces of an alteration and extension, which 
must have been made within a comparatively short 
length of time after the erection, possibly in 1680. On 
the south front there is a line and other features which 
indicate an extension of two yards in length of frontage. 

The main entrance to the house is in the east gable 
end, and through a fine old arch headed door, leading 
into a spacious, porch-like passage about two yards 
wide by two yards long, the length, that is, of the 
extended part of the house. 

There are very large and unusually wide ingle-nook 
arches in the main living room and the bedroom over 
it at this, the east, end of the house. These are not 
fireplace arches, though that on the ground floor may 
have been at one time. A careful examination reveals 
the extension indicated by the outside appearances. 
The indications are that the east gable wall has been 
taken down to the level of the arch over the then 
existing fireplace, as well as an external chimney breast, 
and then a fresh gable wall, incorporating an internal 
chimney breast, has been built two yards further east-
ward. The arch over the fireplace of the lower room 
was left in to support the timbers of the old and new 
floors, and a new arch, put in over the upper floor in 
place of the removed wall, to support the old and new 
roofs. 

These are not the only indications that an exten-
sion, such as that referred to, has been made. There 
is a very marked settlement of the foundations of the 
extended part, irregular coursing of the new with the 
older wall stones at the line referred to before, and false 
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jointing of stones at the same point, to give the 
irregularity of coursing a better appearance. 

All the four doorways giving access and egress to 
the main room on the ground floor have fine stone 
arched heads and jambs, with bold mouldings and 
splays, whilst the ingle-nook arch, formerly the fire-
place arch as suggested above, has very wide and 
imposing proportions. It has curious little inconsist-
encies of jointing and the cutting of notches in the 
backs of the jambs and arch stones, to adapt them for 
tieing in the work of the extension, and the head and 
sill of a window. 

The ingle arch over the upper floor is very high, 
semi-circular in design and has a span of nearly the 
full extent of the room. Though not as imposing as 
the one in the lower room it is a very fine arch. 

The lower walls of the peat house, as it now stands 
a two storey building, are probably those of the original 
structure built in 1680; and it is not unlikely that the 
present large porch-like interior of the entrance is that 
referred to in the inscription as being built in the same 
year. 

The road from Stanbury, still continuing in a west-
ward direction, passes on the south side of garden 
fronted Ponden House, through the farm yard, with 
farm buildings on each side: here gates have to be 
opened and closed at the entrance and exit. On the 
south, a few yards after leaving the farm yard, there 
is a steep and tortuous branch road up the hill side to 
Upper Ponden. There, two houses, facing south, over-
look the dene and its dark, gloomy, craggy and 
precipitous head, on which is perched the mass of rocks 
known as Ponden Kirk. These rocks are very similar 
in appearance to a cromlech, as if constructed by the 
Druids, or other human agency, but it is more than 
likely that they are nature's handiwork. They take the 
form of a rude, roughly square chamber open to the 
east, giving a view down the dene. The rocky wall, 
forming the north side, has a narrow cleft in it, as if 
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for an entrance, and a huge, flattish rock forms a cover 
or roof. 

Resuming the road from Stanbury, after passing 
the branch to Upper Ponden, Old House is reached, 
where John Bolton, the Ponden huntsman lived. 
Further west, the next farm is Whitestone, and then 
Old Snap, Silverhill and Sheepholes. In the most 
ancient deeds in the possession of the Heatons,' as in 
the most ancient rolls of the Manor Court of Bradford, 
Old Snap is referred to as Oulesnape. It appears to 
have been the earliest home of the family, one 
branch of which continued to own it until well into the 
nineteenth century. In the early deeds of the Ponden 
House line there are numerous references to their 
cousins and neighbours of the same name at Owisnape, 
otherwise Old Snap, the two houses being not more 
than about a quarter of a mile apart. 

From Old Snap a footpath goes forward to Silver-
hill, another of the old Heaton possessions and homes. 

Ponden House and the so-called Old House of 
1634, Old House beyond Ponden House farm yard, 
Whitestone, Old Snap, Silverhill, and the two houses 
at Upper Ponden, all lie on the north side of the dene, 
on the snape or tongue of land between it and the 
river Worth. On its south side, well up the steep slope 
of cultivated lands intaken from Stanbury Moor, there 
are two farms near together, both being known by the 
name of Rush Isles. One of these Rush Isles belonged 
to the Heatons, where a branch from Ponden House 
lived. 

There is some evidence that the original form of 
this name would be Rush hills. On a tombstone in 
Haworth churchyard, to the memory of some of the 
Heatons, William and Sally Heaton of Rush hiles are 
described. Without consideration of the peculiar 
formation of the hillside on which the two farm 

3. The muniments of the Heaton family of Ponden are now at the 
Crtwriht Memorial Hall, Brdfor4. 
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steadings stand, the obvious conclusion would be that 
hiles is a- mis-spelling of isles. But by examination on 
the spot it seems probable that it is a mistaken rendering 
of hills. The ground slopes very steeply upwards from 
the new road, made up to Ponden House when the 
reservoir was constructed, to take the place of the old 
carriage-way now partly submerged. The slope is 
covered by small, humpy hillocks, having depressions 
between them in which grow marsh grasses and rushes. 
Hence the name Rush hills. By no stretch of imagina-
tion can any idea of isles or islands be entertained. 
Before the reservoir and new road were made, the slope 
started from the marshy pond and bottom of the dene, 
and a greater number of these hills and rush bottomed 
depressions would be in evidence. The appearance is 
as if the surface soil of the slope has gradually crept 
downwards and crumpled up into this formation. 

The houses and farms described above constituted 
the hamlet of Ponden, and in the deedsthe inhabitants 
of them are variously described as being of Ponden, 
Stanbury or Haworth, and in one deed as of Ponden 
above Haworth! 

4. This contribution forms part of a comprehensive account, in typescript 
form, of the Heaton family of Ponden House, written by the late William 
Shackleton, a Pudsey architect, in 1921. The account was compiled 
from family deeds, wills and diaries, and from parish registers and other 
authentic records. Mrs C. M. Agnes Treby, daughter of Mr Shackleton, 
has authorised the publication of this excerpt from her father's history 
of the Heatons of Vonden,—'ditQT, 
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A RAWDON CAVALIER 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

N page 326 of Part xxxv of The Bradford 
Antiquary the possibility is expressed that a 
portrait of Francis Layton, of Rawdon, will be 

reproduced: that possibility has been translated into 
reality, largely through the help of Miss P. Headlam 
and her mother, Lady Headlam, who has given per-
mission for the reproduction of the painting in this 
journal. As far as one can tell the present is the only 
occasion that this portrait has been published. 

When the late Major-General Sir John Headlam, 
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., owned the picture he had it 
examined in London and was told that it was not the 
work of Marc Gheeraedts, the artist responsible for the 
portrait of Francis Layton's wife, Margaret, which was 
reproduced in the issue of this journal just mentioned. 
It might, he was told, have been painted by an assistant 
of Gheeraedts', in whose studio, or workshop, there 
would be gifted assistants. Obviously it would be unsafe 
to make an attribution to any particular artist without 
the painting itself being seen. The portrait is on wood 
panel, like that of Margaret Layton. 

Unlike the last-named portrait, however, I have 
not seen the one reproduced here, but Miss Headlam 
tells me that Layton is depicted wearing a scarlet sash 
across his chest, and that the cords of the tassel on the 
weapon in the top left corner are also scarlet. A 
photograph of the portrait was submitted to the 
Director of the National Portrait Gallery, London, for 
his observations on it: the photograph was also see 
by Mr J. L. Nevinson, an authority on portraits of 
Gentlemen-at-Arms and others depicted with a cere-
monial or staff weapon, which sometimes indicated a 
position held by the sitter. 
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Mr Nevinson believes that originally the Royal 
Arms would have been depicted as engraved on the 
oval centre of the head of the weapon, and that as 
there is apparently no indication of this now it may 
be that at least this part of the portrait has been 
overpainted. Perhaps the colour of the sash worn by 
Layton indicated to his contemporaries that he belonged 
to a particular company, but of this nothing definite is 
known. On the other hand, it may be that the presence 
of the sash has no particular significance since a scarlet 
sash, worn over either shoulder, could be a common 
article of dress of the period to which the portrait 
belongs, very early seventeenth century. 

Fortunately, something concrete can be said about 
the armour and the weapon depicted. Authorities in 
London, whose help is acknowledged at the end of this 
paper, have identified the weapon as a Feather-staff, 
or " Leading-staffe," as it was sometimes called. Francis 
Markham in his Five Decades of Epistles of Warre, 
published in 1622, says: 

a rich Feather-staff e all wrought and curiously 
tasselled. . . . The only weapons for a Captain, are a 
Faire Feather-staffe in the time of Peace, . . . but 
in the face of the enemie . . a faire guilt Partizan' richly 
trimmed 

should be carried. There were many kinds of staff, 
or hafted, weapons used in times of peace or war, and 
the feather-staff was one carried by Captains of Foot 
of the period in peace-time more as a badge of rank 
than anything else. The pierced openwork of the blade 
would render it somewhat fragile, and thus useless in 
battle. 

Whether or not the staff indicated Layton's 
appointment as " Yeoman of the jewels and Plate 
cannot be stated with certainty. As we have already 
seen, he was the "first" Yeoman and, therefore, it 

1. The forerunner of the spontoon, carried by infantry officers in the next 
century, the eighteenth. 

o 
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might well have been a symbol of office. On the other 
hand, the portrait shows him as a young man, and as 
it is likely that he was getting on in years when 
appointed "first Yeoman" it is probable that he was 
actually a Captain of Foot when the picture was 
painted. 

General Sitwell, to whom I refer on page 100 of 
this volume, and the authorities of the Tower Armouries 
agree that the helmet surmounting the shield of arms 
in the top right corner of the portrait is not a heraldic 
helmet—the Armouries staff confirm that it is a 
Greenwich helmet of the period. The armour which 
Layton wears they also identify as probably the work 
of the Greenwich School of Armourers2 of the same 
period, the first half of the seventeenth century. 
Layton's more or less plain, black English armour 
appears to be relieved by, possibly, gilt lines and nails: 
these, it will be noticed, lighten slightly the lower part of 
the picture. 

The shield of arms which balances the feather-staff 
shows the arms of Layton quartered with those of 
Green. The first and fourth quarters contain the 
Layton coat: Argent, a Fess between Six Cross Croslets 
Fitchee, Sable. There was a marriage in 1410 of 
Thomas Layton, of West Layton, county York, with 
Elinor, daughter and heiress of Henry Green, of Newby, 
county York. The arms of this family were: Argent, a 
Chevron between Three Fleurs de Lys, Sable. But in 
the latter coat a charge in the form of an escallop 
occurs on the chevron. No doubt this is tinctured 
argent—silver---as is the field. The escallop shell is 
not a cadency mark to denote a son's position in his 
own family, and in this case it is doubtless added to 
distinguish one branch of the Green family from 
another. In Burke's General Arìnoury3 the Greens of 

. According to Sir Guy Laking, in his European Armour and Arms, iv, 
1921, the Greenwich Armoury was established about the year 1511 by 
Henry VIII. 

3. 1878 edition. 
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Newby are not mentioned as having an escallop on 
the chevron. This prompts the belief that at an earlier 
Visitation of Yorkshire than that by Sir William 
Dugdale, Garter King-of-Arms, in 1665-6 it was found 
necessary for the Greens of Newby to accept this 
addition to their coat in order to distinguish it from the 
arms of some other family of the same, or even some 
other, name. The motto at the foot of the shield, 
Deus fortitudo mea—" God is my Strength "—is that 
of the Layton family. 

A handsoiïie and typical cavalier, Francis Layton, 
great-great-nephew of Dr Richard Layton, "Dean of 
York and chief agent in the suppression of monasteries,"' 
clearly looks as if he could have been a man of letters, 
despite the armour in which we see him clothed. On 
seeing his features for the first time, for this painting 
has not been publicly exhibited in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, if, indeed, at all, we can form some idea of 
the origin of his son Henry's literary proclivities. He 
was the author of pamphlets on the immortality of the 
soul, probably written at Rawdon East Hall, published 
anonymously between 1692 and 1704. 

This second supplementary note, like the first one,5 
concerns the subject of the portrait, so I will endeavour 
to record further new facts discovered in the last 
eighteen months. An indenture dated in the reign of 
Elizabeth the First, but the year unknown because that 
part of the document where the year was written has 
been torn off, between Stephen Pasley, or Paslew, and 
John Oglethorpe of the first part, and John Ellis and 
Henry Batt, of the second part, states that the manor 
of Rawdon and the capital messuage called East Hall6 
in Rawdon, together with hereditaments belonging to it, 

4. Dictionary of National Biography: Index and Epitome, 1903, p. 756. 

5. The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, pt. xxxvii, 1954, p. 100. 

6. Now known as Layton Hall, but sometimes referred to as Rawdon Old 
Hall to distinguish it from Rawdon Hall, or Rawdon Low Hall, as it 
is sometimes called, which is possibly of later date than Layton flail. 
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were to be to the use of Stephen Paslew for life. After 
his death the premises were to pass to Robert Ogle-
thorpe, Paslew's son-in-law, and Jane, wife of Robert 
and daughter of Stephen.7 

In a writ in which Francis Layton is named as 
plaintiff, and Walter Stanhope defendant, it is stated 
that Richard Oglethorpe sold the manors of Rawdon 
and Yeadon, and the fifth part of the manor of 
Horsforth to Layton, together with all deeds concerning 
them. It seems, also, that one John Craven sold one 
other fifth part of Horsforth manor to Layton, together 
with all the writings relating to this part of Horsforth. 
Oglethorpe and his wife, or one of them, had handed 
to Stanhope various deeds and evidences concerning 
the properties. The writ was issued with the purpose 
of discovering just what documents Stanhope held 
touching the manors mentioned, but the defendant's 
answers have not been found amongst the Spencer-
Stanhope manuscripts.' 

The manors of Rawdon and Yeadon had descended 
to Richard Oglethorpe, they having been acquired by 
Stephen Paslew and John Oglethorpe, gentlemen, from 
Henry, Earl of Cumberland in 1559. It seems that 
Richard Oglethorpe, in January, 11 James the First 
(1614), in return for a substantial consideration paid 
by Francis Layton, then of Newington Butts, county 
Surrey, conveyed his manors of Rawdon and Yeadon, 
and one-fifth of Horsforth manor, to two trustees upon 
trust for Francis.' Thus we see how the manor of 
Rawdon passed to that of Layton, who, in 1629, was 
still living at Newington Butts.1° It was in 1629-30 

7. Stephen Paslew died between 1566 and 1575. This deed mentions 
"Margrett, nowe his [Stephen's] wife." It was witnessed by George 
Oglethorpe, Thomas Saxton, Christofer Dawson and John Womslev 

S. At the Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 

9. A Transcript of the Early Registers of the Parish of Gviseley, 
transcribed and edited by William E. Preston and J. Hambley Rowe, 
1913, p. 339. 

10. Ibid., p. 325. 
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when, we understand, he assumed the full ownership 
of Rawdon, probably following the death of Richard 
Oglethorpe, of Horsforth, in September, 1629,11 who 
may have retained a life interest only in the lordship of 
Rawdon manor. I find" that Layton, in 1629, was 
plaintiff in a fine relating to the manor of Rawdon and 
other properties. 

The manor house purchased by Francis Layton 
now calls for some notice. Referred to four centuries 
ago as the East Hall, Rawdon, it is now known as 
Layton Hall, doubtless because of its having been the 
home of the Laytons. Situated a little to the east of 
Rawdon Church, along Town Street, it is more or less 
hidden from view on account of a screen of woodland. 
An imposing house, overlooking the Calverley valley 
to the south, it contains internal timber-work of a period 
probably ante-dating 1550, a time when many half-
timbered buildings were to be seen in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire. But what we now see is an Elizabethan 
hall, though no lintel or tablet is to be found with the 
initials of the builder and the year of building carved 
on it. 

When one looks at this house, particularly on its 
north front, one sees that it possesses the intrinsic merit 
of good design and sound craftsmanship. Though 
there is little or no ornament to relieve the somewhat 
severe elevation, there are round-headed windows here 
and there which, perhaps, have the effect of enhancing 
the picturesque appearance of the hall, if not of actually 
improving its architectural appeal. Here is a house 
built to last for centuries: it has withstood nearly four 
already, and with care it may endure another four. 
Built of millstone grit, which was found so abundantly 
in some West Riding quarries, Layton Hall for several 
years has been in the careful hands of Mr and Mrs 
Edward H. Waide, the owners, who have preserved 

11. Ibid., p. 126. 
12. Pines, Mich., 5 Charles I. 
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every feature of this local memorial of the past in a 
manner befitting it. 

As the illustrations show, this has been an 
important house, quite in keeping with the social 
status of its early -owners, Stephen Paslew, the Ogle-
thorpes and the Laytons. Its gabled fronts invest the 
hail with the dignity and charm which one associates 
with the West Yorkshire manor house of Tudor and 
Stuart times. There is something about Layton Hall 
that seems to inform us of the kind of people who once 
lived there; indeed, so much so that we scarcely need 
portraits and writings to help us in peopling its rooms 
during those now remote dynasties. 

The more one investigates the history of Rawdon 
the more one realises that the pious and benevolent 
Yorkshire family of Layton, particularly Francis and 
his sons, Henry and Thomas, were greater benefactors 
to the village than were the ancient family of Rawdon 
who later lived at Rawdon Hall, or Rawdon Low Hall. 
The benefactions of the Lavtons to Rawdon have 
frequently been mentioned; therefore, I will merely 
refer to the contents of two or three manuscripts which 
provide additional information on what may, in general, 
be termed the Layton Trust, or Charity. 

Rawdon Church, or Chapel, as it was originally 
called, it being a chapel-of-ease to the mother church 
of Guiseley, was founded by Francis Layton, whose son, 
Henry, completed the building of it after his father's 
death in 1662. Ten years before, on October 21, 1652, 
Francis, by indenture, gave to six trustees an annuity 
of 401i., issuing out of messuages and lands in Hors-
forth, to be used for certain purposes.'3 A letter in the 
Spencer-Stanhope manuscripts, endorsed "Rawden 
Chappell," was sent by Robert Hitch, parson, or rector, 
of Guiseley, and Walter Hauksworth, of Hawksworth, 
esquire, two of the trustees, in 1668 to the remaining 
four trustees. It is so quaintly phrased and, withal, 

ia. See The &ad/ord Antiqaary, New Series, ii, p. 143. 
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contains interesting information that I give it here as 
in the original. 

Gentlemen March 26: 1668 
There beeing a trust reposed in you all, as well as our 

selues by Mr Francis Layton of Rawden deceased, concerning 
the finishing a chappell ereeted [sic] by him there, as aliso 
the receauing of rents, & arrearages of rent due to that 
chappell by his deed and last will and testament and there 
haueing not yett beene any meeteing amongst us for the 
executing that trust which hath now laid a sleepe for this 
6 yeares past by reason his will would not bee diuulged by 
his executor wee entreat you will please all of you to meete 
us att Rawden att the next Alehowse to the chappell aft 
one of the clocke in the afternoone upon Monday next being 
the 30 of March to the end his will which is but newly come 
to our handes and alsoe the deed may bee made knowne to 
you all and that wee may speedily proceed to discharge that 
trust reposed in us to soe good an inten[t] & purpose wee 
remaync, 
For Walter Calverley, Gentlemen, 
Esqr., Mr John Stanhope Yr affect. freinds & gents, 
junior, Mr Danyell Foxcroft Ro. Hitch 
and Mr Thomas Kirke, Wr. Hauksworth." 

these 

Two points of interest emerge from this letter, the 
first being that Francis Layton's last will, dated April 
10, 1653, and the deed of 1652, already mentioned, for 
some reason or other were not produced by the 
executor of the will, Henry Layton. It would be 
interesting to learn why the documents were withheld 
for six years: surely it could not have been that Henry 
was unwilling to carry out his father's behest, expressed 
in his will—that he should complete the building of 
Rawdon Chapel, said to have been begun by Francis 
Layton in 1647. We can understand the inability of 
Francis to continue the work on the chapel when we 
remember tht he was mulcted in a very heavy sum of 
money for lending his support to the Stuart cause. He 
was one of several local royalists who compounded with 
the Commonwealth for the retention of their estates, 
and judging from the amount of his composition he 
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was at that time one of the most substantial men in the 
Bradford district. 

If Henry Layton continued his father's beneficent 
work in building Rawdon Chapel he, in fact, did not 
complete it, for on the south face of the tower is the 
inscription: " T.L., 1706." This, then, was the work 
of Thomas Layton, younger brother of Henry, after the 
latter's death. Thomas Layton certainly inherited his 
father's benevolent qualities, for not only was he 
associated with the building of Rawdon Chapel but he 
also founded a school and almshouses in Rawdon 
Village. 

The other interesting reference in the letter is to 
the fact that an inn must have been adjacent to the 
chapel in 1668. Where it was exactly at that remote 
• date we cannot tell, but, in accordance with custom in 
old England, it must have been quite near the village 
chapel judging by the expression "att the next 
Alehowse to the chappell." At all events, here is 
contemporary proof of the custom that in the English 
town or village in bygone centuries an inn was to be 
found near the church. 

A proviso of the deed of 1652 was that when there 
remained only two survivors of the original trustees 
they were to grant the annuity of 401i. to such five 
persons as the right heirs of Francis Layton should 
nominate. Ninety years later, in 1742, all the trustees 
named in the deed were long since dead; moreover, 
the annuity had not been conveyed in accordance with 
the proviso mentioned, whereby the legal estate in the 
annuity was then either vested in the rector of Guiseley, 
or had descended to John Stanhope, of Horsforth, 
esquire, as grandson and heir of John Stanhope, who 
was the survivor of the original trustees. 

In a document dated June 3, 1742, 14 Sir Thomas 
Robinson, of Rokeby Park, county York, baronet, 
William Smith, of Eastby, in the same county, gentle-

14. Spencer-Stanhope JISS, 
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man, and Francis Foxcroft, of Boston, in New England, 
esquire, as the great-grandsons and right heirs of 
Francis Layton, nominated new trustees. These were the 
John Stanhope lust mentioned, William Robinson, of 
Rokeby, esquire, brother of Sir Thomas, Thomas Smith, 
of Gray's Inn, county Middlesex, gentleman, brother of 
the said William Smith, John Robinson, of Leeds, 
merchant, a great-grandson of Francis Layton, and 
Thomas Barstow, of Leeds, gentleman, together with 
the rector of Guiseley for the time being. 

The name of Layton must have been one long 
revered in Rawdon on account of the many acts of 
public-spiritedness of which the family were the 
authors. For example, a letter dated January 7, 1822, 
from James Hardy, of Horsforth, to John Spencer-
Stanhope, of Cannon Hall, Cawthorne, near Barnsley, 
begins: 

I beg leave to inform you that Layton's Charity is lOu. a 
year annually paid out of the rent of Holder Pasture Farm, 
left to the poor of Rawdon by a person of the above name." 15 

Why Francis Layton, descended from a North 
Riding family of medieval times, should become 
interested in the Rawdon East Hall estate, as well as 
other manorial properties in the neighbourhood, is 
something that still remains without explanation. Per-
haps it always will. However, a consolatory satisfaction 
may be derived from the discovery of the fine portraits 
of this Rawdon cavalier and his wife, Margaret, made 
when both were young, and their reproduction in the 
pages of this journal. There is always a thrill in the 
discovery of a high quality portrait of early date, 
especially when the subject of it has a local association 
and, as in the present case, claims to being accounted a 
historical personage, even though of a minor kind. 

This descriptive and historical note to accompany 
the portrait could not have been written without the 

15, Ibid, 
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help and interest of others, and here I would record my 
indebtedness to those who have made my task lighter 
than otherwise it would have been. They are: Lady 
Headlam, who very kindly gave permission for the 
picture to be published here, and her daughter, Miss 
P. Headlam, who arranged for the photographing of 
the painting; Major-General H. D. W. Sitwell, C.B., 
M.C., Keeper of Her Majesty's Jewel House, and the 
staff of the Tower Armouries, for information on the 
feather-staff, armour and helmet surmounting the 
armorial shield; Mr C. K. Adams, C.B.E., Director of 
the National Portrait Gallery, and Mr J. L. Nevinson, 
for observations on the portrait; Mr Rowland Bretton, 
Honorary Secretary of the Halifax Antiquarian Society, 
for data about the Green coat-of-arms; Mr Frank 
Beckwith, M.A., Librarian of the Leeds Library, for per-
mitting the consultation of certain rare and standard 
works on heraldry; Mr and Mrs Edward H. Waide, of 
Layton Hall, for permission to include views of their 
home in this account; Miss S. C. Priest, M.A., Chief 
Assistant at Boiling Hall Museum, Bradford, for her co-
operation in certain genealogical and heraldic matters; 
and the staff of the Bradford Public Reference Library 
for facilitating research in certain sections of this paper. 

1. 
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BRADFORD CANAL 

M EMORANDUM of an agreement made this day 
between Nathan Jowett, on the behalf of Mr 
Christopher Rawson of the one part, and 

Abraham Balme, on the part of the proprietors of the 
Bradford Canal of the other part as followeth. First, 
the said Christopher Rawson hath sold to the said 
Abraham Balme for the use of the said Canal so much 
land as will be wanted for the same in passing through 
a farm called Holling Close in Bolton in the parish of 
Calverley at the sum of sixty pounds an acre, which the 
said Abraham Balme doth agree to pay for the same 
as soon as the same shall be cutt. Also, that the 
occupiers of the said farm shall have liberty of a pack 
and prime way upon the towing path to and from 
Bradford and to and from Frizingley Mill, and to stub 
up some old fences that may be made necessary by 
severance, and the Company to make sufficient fences 
on the upper side of the Canal if required by the said 
Christo. Rawson. And also the Company to erect a 
Bridge in the most convenient place in the said farm; 
also that the occupiers of the said farm shall have 
liberty to take the soil from the upper part of the field 
in the said farm where the Lock is intended to be made. 
As witness our hands the 24th day of January, 1772. 
[Signed] : Nathan jowett, Abraham Balme. (Jowett 
Manuscripts). 

NOTE: In a letter from Abraham Balme, dated May 20, 
1772, relating to this agreement, he states that the 
Company will be obliged to get a few stones from 
an old quarry in the wood to make a culvert or drain 
under the Canal, and to back the ends of the Bridge 
in Richard Oliver's ground. Editor, 
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ARMORIAL GLASS AT BOLLING HALL 

BY SYLVIA C. PRIEST, M.A. 

THE first half of the twelfth century which saw 
the rise of armory or heraldry, also witnessed 
the discovery of the art of painting on glass. 

Coloured glass had been known for hundreds of years 
but anything depicted in it had to be made up of a 
mosaic of many pieces for the method of cutting it was 
so crude that only a very general outline of any par-
ticular shape was possible. A hot iron was drawn along 
its surface, water was dropped along the line thus made 
and the piece was then shaped with the grozing iron 
or nippers. Now it was found that if oxide of copper or 
iron mixed with powdered glass and sour wine or 
urine was painted on the surface of the glass and 
heated, it fused with it and produced a black, or rather 
a dark brown, enamel. It was now possible to have 
pictures on glass, all the details being done in the black 
enamel. Coloured glass itself was pot-metal, the 
colours being obtained by adding metallic oxides to 
the molten glass so that they were an integral part of 
it. Ruby glass presented some difficulty for if made 
thick enough to go into a window it was almost black 
and if made translucent it was too thin. But it was 
found that if the ruby metal were dipped into white 
glass and then blown it produced a red film on a white 
base. This was known as flashing. Finally the glass-
makers realised that if the film were made thin enough 
it could be ground away or abraded so that both red 
and white could be produced on a single sheet. In 
fact it was possible to get both red and yellow, for in 
the fourteenth century it was discovered that oxide or 
chloride of silver painted on glass and then heated 
resulted in a yellow known as yellow stain. It had not 

lo 
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the tawny depth of the pot-metal gold but it was useful. 
Although white glass was made in England coloured 
glass was imported from the Continent and the religious 
wars there in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
stopped this trade. During the latter part of the six-
teenth century the English glass-painters began to use 
other enamel colours besides the black. These made 
it much easier to produce the elaborate coats of arms 
with many quarterings which were then demanded but 
the colours lacked the richness of the old pot-metal and 
were not so durable, the blue particularly seems to have 
been liable to flake. A kind of red was made by 
deepening the yellow stain by much re-application and 
re-heating. 

At first this stained and painted glass was used 
only in churches, although the Reverend Christopher 
Woodforde says that records show it to have been used 
in the windows of important secular buildings as early 
as the first half of the thirteenth century and suggests 
that there was more of it in dwelling houses than we 
realise. It was the ideal medium for heraldry with its 
bold outlines and limited colour range and throughout 
the following centuries increasing quantities were 
inserted in the windows of dwellings, manor houses, 
castles and palaces. To-day we can have little con-
ception of the wealth of coloured glass in Tudor houses 
and the richness of the effect it produced. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that a manor house like Boiling 
should have armorial glass in its windows. Possibly 
this would not have been so had it remained in the 
Boiling family but by the marriage of Rosamund, the 
daughter of Tristram Boiling, to Richard Tempest in 
1497 it passed to a family which took a much larger 
part in the affairs of the court and the country. Richard 
Tempest was an esquire of the body to Henry VII 
and a knight of the body to Henry VIII. He fought on 
the border and was knighted after Flodden. Although 
on the death of his uncle Thomas he inherited Brace-
well in Craven, Waddington and considerable estates 
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in Lincolnshire, he resided at Bolling. It is worth 
noting that the Tempest family, if not a great one, was 
an old one, connected with many other similar land-
owning families in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. 

The history of Boiling Hail can be briefly sum-
marised as it has some bearing on the history of its 
armorial glass. It was owned by the Tempests until 
1649 when the last Richard Tempest of Boiling sold 
it to Henry Savile of Thornhill. In August, 1668, Mr 
Savile sold it to Francis Lindley, a barrister and 
chamberlain of Chester. In turn it was inherited by 
his son Francis and grandson Walter. As the latter 
died without issue it passed to his cousin, Thomas 
Pigott, in 1760. Mr Pigott died at the Hall in 1770 
and as he also was childless he bequeathed it to a 
distant cousin, Captain Charles Wood, R.N. Captain 
Wood made extensive alterations to the building, par-
ticularly in 1779 and 1780 when considerable changes 
were made to the east wing. He was mortally wounded 
whilst fighting the French off Madras in September, 
1782, and his eldest son, Sir Francis Lindley Wood, 
who inherited Hemsworth Hall from his uncle, Dr 
Henry Wood, leased Boiling to a Mr John Sturges, a 
partner in the Bowling Iron Company, in 1799, and 
finally sold the Hall and estate to the Company. The 
three partners divided the property and drew lots for 
it and the Hall, its grounds and the family chapel in 
Bradford Parish Church passed to Mr Thomas Mason. 
He lived at Boiling for a short time, then went to Copt 
Hewick Hall near Ripon about 1825, taking with him 
most, if not all, of the stained glass which yet remained 
in the windows of Boiling. In 1834 he sold the Hall 
to the third partner, Mr John Green Paley. In 1912 
Mr G. A. Paley of Ampton Hall, Bury St Edmunds, 
gave Boiling Hall to the City of Bradford and it was 
turned into a Museum. 

It was known that some of the Boiling glass was at 
Copt Hewick and in 1914 the Corporation made an 
unsuccessful attempt to purchase it from the owner so 
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that it could be returned to the Hail. In its place they 
inserted six modern shields in the great window of the 
dining hall in 1916, bearing the arms of those families 
which had been connected with the building, Boiling, 
Thornton (an important Boiling match), Tempest, 
Savile and Wood and the City of Bradford. In the 
bottom tier of the three rows of lights were placed some 
panes and quarries, mostly in black enamel and yellow 
stain but including one seventeenth century armorial 
quarry, which had been discovered in the shaft of the 
beacon tower on the south-west corner when the Hall 
was being repaired and restored from 1912 to 1915. 
William Cudworth in his History of Bolton and 
Bowling, published in 1891, says, "The lights above 
the entrance door [that is the present north entrance] 
are filled with interesting fragments of stained glass of 
evident antiquity, and there are specimens of old stained 
glass in the central hail and other portions of the 
house ". An old man, now dead, who lived in the Hall 
up to about 1908, said that there was then some old 
stained glass in the windows, but apparently when the 
City took it over there were only fragments of Victorian 
glass in what was by then a very dilapidated building. 
There is no record of what happened to them. All 
that was known about the glass which had been at 
Boiling was that Dodsworth, while recording the arms 
in Bracewell Church in 1645, after describing the 
Boiling quartering in the Tempest coat, added a note, 
Mr Tempest saith itt is not right here but is yet in 

the gallery at Boiling, Bradford "; that according to 
James' liislorq of Bradford, published in 1841, J. C. 
Brook, the Somerset Herald, visited Boiling Hall about 
the middle of the eighteenth century and recorded 
forty-four shields of arms; and that Dr Whitaker men-
tioned them rather cursorily in his Loidis and Ei'rnete, 
published in 1816. Even the arms at Copt Hewick 
had not been seen properly for many years. When 
Mrs Eleanor Blanche Tempest of Broughton, a 
descendant of Mr Thomas Mason and an expert on 

I 
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the Boiling and Tempest families, visited Copt Hewick 
Hall in 1884 she found the shields almost obliterated 
by the black paint which had been applied carelessly to 
the lead and the glazing bars. She left a full record 
of what she saw together with drawings but often she 
had to deduce the arms from a few streaks of colour. 
Cudworth made use of Mrs Tempest's notes in his book. 
Even the date of the glass was unknown although it was 
suggested that the Richard Tempest who died in 1582 
was responsible for it. 

In 1949 the late Mr R. R. Ackernley, who was then 
owner of Copt Hewick Hall, through the medium of 
Mr Wyndham T. Vint and the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society, generously gave the glass to the 
City of Bradford on condition that it should be replaced 
in Boiling Hall. Also included in the gift were nine 
armorial panels of a later date from another of the 
Copt Hewick windows. They were all immediately 
taken to York to be cleaned and repaired for they were 
still covered by the black paint, and it was there dis-
covered that the Boiling glass was both older and more 
interesting than had been assumed. It was also in its 
original lead. It was then decided to place all the glass 
which was associated with the Bolling armorial glass in 
the Copt Hewick window in the two lower tiers of the 
dining hall window. The quarries and panes which had 
been found in the tower shaft were moved to the top 
row of lights and the six modern shields placed in the 
window of the central staircase. As this had a rather 
pseudo-Gothic arrangement in plain glass these shields 
improved its appearance immensely. The nine later 
panels, which were larger than the older glass, were 
inserted in the lower panes of the two late eighteenth 
century windows of Room 9, once Captain Charles 
Wood's dining room. 

There are now forty-seven shields, panes and 
quarries in the middle and bottom row of lights in the 
dining hall window. Of these the most important is a 
set of twenty-four shields of arms surrounded by 
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wreaths. These are nearly all of early sixteenth century 
date and the wreaths with one exception are in black 
enamel and yellow stain. There is also a set of six 
seventeenth century quarries bearing the arms of local 
families and a shield of a different type in a small pane. 
These are in enamel colours. Four panes bear ciphers. 
Two of these have obviously been part of a set and 
have the monograms W.C. and S.C. and the date 1690; 
above the initials in the surrounding foliage decoration 
is written William Clifton and Susannah Clifton. 
Another pane with three figures, apparently those of 
Susannah and the Elders, may have been part of the 
set. On one pane is a true lover's knot and the initials 
I.I.E. with the sun above; on another I.I. in a true 
lover's knot with a purple tulip above and the date 
1703 below. A set of eight allegorical panes of Dutch 
or Flemish work is of a kind often found in English 
houses in the seventeenth century. There are two 
badly damaged Dutch panes with animals and a church 
quarry with a bird in black enamel outline. 

The shields in wreaths which make slightly 
irregular circles between eleven and twelve inches in 
diameter are in the following order, in a double row 
in the ten bottom lights with the remaining four in the 
middle tier. The list begins from the left of the photo-
graph with the upper shield in each light given first. 
Where a name is in italics it means that the name in 
that form is written over the shield; unless it is stated 
otherwise the initial letter is in the round Lombardic 
form and the remainder in the black letter which began 
to oust it in the fifteenth century. They are all scraped 
out of the black enamel. Unless a charge is said to be 
abraded it is leaded in separately. Or is gold, argent 
silver, gules red, azure blue, sable black, and vert green. 

1 a. Gules a fesse argent between 3 water bougets ermine— 
Meeres. 

b. Sable a fesse between 3 fleur de lys argent—JVelby. 
2 a. Quarterly 1 and 4 Or a lion azure (Percy). 2 and 3 

Gules 3 luces (pikes) argent (Lucy)—Northumberland-
The luces are abraded. 
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b. Argent 3 hammers sable (Hamerton) impaling Argent 
a bend between 6 stormcocks sable (Tempest)—I-[aniton. 
This shield has been repaired. 

3 a. Quarterly within a border gobony azure and ermine 
1 and 4 France modern 2 and 3 England—My lady the 
king's mother. Margaret Beaufort, Countess of Rich-
mond and Derby, mother of Henry VII. The leopards 
are abraded. 

b. Gules 3 tirrits or (Tyrrwhit)—Tirwhite. A punning or 
canting coat. Tirrits are lapwings. The gold is yellow 
stain. 

4 a. Gules 3 scallop shells argent—Dacre. 
b. Chequy azure and or a fesse gules—Clifford. The 

name is almost obliterated. Clifford of Skipton. The 
gold is yellow stain. 

5 a. Sable an escutcheon ermine an one of martlets argent— 
Boiling. The name was there but has been deliberately 
scratched away. 

b. Quarterly, 1 Argent on a bend sable 3 bucks heads 
or (Stanley). 2 Gules 3 legs conjoined argent spurred 
or (Affleck of Man). 3 Chequy or and azure 
(Warenne). 4 Or on a chief azure 3 plates (Lathom). 
—Stanley. The bucks heads are in yellow stain applied 
to the plain glass. The shield is fifteenth century and 
is in a green wreath. 

6 a. Tempest impaling sable fretty argent a label of 3 points 
gules (Harington)—Tempest with a black letter initial. 
The label is probably a patch. 

b. Stanley as above but on an escutcheon of pretence 
azure a lion argent (Montalt)—Stanley with a black 
letter initial. The bend in the first quarter is azure and 
the legs of Man are abraded. All the gold is yellow 
stain. 

7 a. Gules a bend ermine (Rye of Gosberton)—Tempest. 
b. Quarterly, 1 and 4 Azure a bend or (Scroope) 2 and 3 

argent a saltire engrailed gules (Tiptoft)—Scrappe. 
Scroope of Bolton. 

8 a. Quarterly, 1 and 4 England 2 and 3 France modern a 
label of 3 points argent. Probably the arms of Arthur 
Tudor, elder brother of Henry VIII. The leopards 
are abraded. 

b. Gules 2 chevrons argent an annulet of the second— 
Pannel. The name is practically obliterated. 

9 a. Gules 3 chevronels braced argent on a chief azure a 
leopard passant or—Mallam. This is Malham of Elslack. 
The detail of the leopard has practically disappeared. 
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b. Or a lion azure—Percy of Northumberland. This is a 
fourteenth century shield made up of twenty-six separate 
pieces. The pot-metal gold is diapered with black 
enamel. 

10 a. Gules 3 running greyhounds argent collared or (ì\laul-
everer)—The king of England. This heading is a 
mistake. Possibly some glazier working from a rough 
sketch mistook the greyhounds for the leopards of 
England. It is a canting coat; the French word for 
greyhound is lévrier. 

b. Sable 2 lions passant argent crowned or—Dynzmok. 
Dymoke of Scrivelsby. 

The second row of lights :-
2 A patched shield with a green cross. The 3rd quarter 

appears to be part of a larger Tempest shield— 
Bischop of . 

4 Baron argent a cross sable impaling argent on a cross 
gules a bezant. Sinister quarterly or and gules 1 and 4 
a martlet vert—Puresme. So far this shield has not been 
identified and it may be a patch. 

7 Argent on a bend sinister sable a bezant—Pynchebek. 
Pinchbeck. 

9 Quarterly of six. 1—Gules on a saltire argent a pellet 
(probably an annulet is intended for Neville, Lord 
Latimer). 2—Gules a fesse between 4 crosslets or 
(Beauchamp of Warwick). 3—Chequy azure and or a 
chevron ermine (Newburgh). 4—Gules a chevron between 
4 crosses formy argent (Berkeley). 5—Gules a leopard 
argent crowned or (Gerold for Lisle). 6—Argent a 
chevron gules (Tyes)—Lattemar. Neville, Lord Latimer. 
The gold is yellow stain. There should be 6 crosslets in 
the Beauchamp quarter and 10 crosses in the Berkeley 
but they are leaded in, not abraded, and the glass-painter 
obviously found the space at his disposal too small. 

The set of seventeenth century quarries is in the two 
central lights. From top to bottom they are as follows: 

5 a. Gules a fesse between 6 garbs or—Midgeley. 
b. Argent a lion's head between 3 bugle horns stringed 

sable—Bradford of Heath. 
C. Argent a chevron sable between 3 thorn trees proper— 

Thornton of Tyersal. 
6 a. Argent a cockatrice sable—Langley. 

b. Argent 2 bars sable each charged with 3 mullets or— 
Hop ton. 

C. Tempest. 
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10 Gules 3 acorns slipped or—motto Vitria Vita. Probably 
the arms of de Hennezel, a family of glass-painters who 
left the Continent during the religious persecutions and 
settled in Staffordshire and Gateshead on Tyne. 

J. C. Brook, F.S.A., Somerset Herald, visited the 
Hall in 1774 and possibly again in 1783, while collecting 
material for his History of Yorkshire. He died before 
it was written but his manuscripts are at the College 
of Arms and the authorities there kindly allowed access 
to them. He listed the arms as follows, comii'enting 
that some were ancient and had the names 'written 
over them. :— 
The Hall window-

1, Pinchbeck; 2, Dacre; 3, Mallom; 4, Gules 3 . . . passant 
argent. This is probably the Mauleverer shield although 
Brook does not say so. 5, Or a lion rampant azure—Lacy. 
This is probably a copyist's error for Percy. 6, Northumber-
land; 7, Gules a fesse between 3 water bougets ermine. This 
is the Meeres shield. 8, Clifford; 9, Scroope and Tiptoft; 
10 Sable 2 bars inter 3 fleur de lys argent—Welby. This 
shield is made up of two pieces of glass and it is the lead 
join which makes the fesse look like two bars. ii, Panell; 
12, Tempest 'impaling argent fretty and a canton sable— 
Middleton of Stockeld. This is the Tempest/Harington 
shield. There is no canton sable now but perhaps the upper 
part of the sinister half is a patch. 13, Sable an escutcheon 
ermine an orle of owls argent—Bowling. The birds are 
martlets. 14, France modern quartering England a label 
of 3 points argent—Prince of Wales. The quarters are 
reversed. 15, Broken, but " & Tempest " written over it. 
This may be the patched shield in the second light of the 
middle row but it distinctly begins with Bischop and does 
not seem to follow " & Tempest ". 16, Dymmok; 17, My 
Lady the King's Mother; 18, Stanley. Probably the earlier 
unnamed shield is intended here. 19,   quarterly or 
and gules in 1st and 4th a parrot vert. This must be the 
Puresme coat. 20, Latimer. 

He also lists the seven shields in enamel colours now in 
the central lights and in addition gives the following 

1, Argent on a chief sable 3 griffins' heads erased argent 
with helm and mantle. This is for Lindley. 2, Ermine 3 
lozenges conjoined in fesse sable. Crest on a wreath a 
wolf's head erased—Pigott; 3, Argent a chevron inter 3 
griffins passant sable. Crest a Pegasus—Finch. Francis 

o 
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Lindley II married Carolina Finch. 4, Azure on a mount 
vert 3 naked men in fesse with clubs and shields. Crest a 
like naked man—Wood; 5, On a wreath argent and sable 
a Pegasus rising argent winged and ducally charged or— 
Finch; 6, On a wreath argent and sable a griffin passant 
argent beaked or—Lindley. There was a second Lindley 
crest and F.L. in a cipher with 1695 below and F.C.L. 
1696 for Francis Lindley and Carolina Finch. 

In a staircase window were the following arms which 
Brook said were old :-

1, Ty'rrwhit; 2, Hainertort; 3, Stanley with quarterings as in 
number 18. This is probably the later coat as it was 
apparently named although Brook does not mention the 
Montalt escutcheon. 4, Rye—Tempest. Also the motto 
"Lowyf as thou fynds ". This is still in Boiling Hall and 
in a staircase window although probably not the same one. 
When Mr Mason left Bolling he sent the glass quarries on 
which the motto is given four times, to Colonel Plumbe 
Tempest of Tong Hall since the Tempests of Tong were 
descended from the Tempests of Bolling and this was their 
motto. The late Mrs H. F. M. Tempest gave the glass to 
the city when Boiling Hall became a Museum. 

In the glass door leading into the garden 
1, Sable 3 tigers' heads erased argent impaling Tempest— 
Halsali; 2, Argent 3 boars' heads erased sable (Booth) 
quartering argent a fesse engrailed sable—Boothe; 3, Lindley 
crest. This door has not been identified but may have been 
the present south entrance. 

In a window of the gallery :-

1. Tempest quartering Hebden ermine a fesse lozengy 
gules; 2, Chequy or and azure a fesse gules—Clifford. Two 
other broken shields. 
It will be observed that all the shields which Brook 

saw in the window of the dining hail have survived 
with the exception of the Lindley, Finch, Pigott and 
Wood arms, crests and ciphers, so have the shields in 
the staircase window. Whether the " fragments of 
evident antiquity " seen by Cudworth were the remains 
of the arms in the garden door and the gallery will 
probably never be known. 

(To be concluded in Part XL) 



HAND GRENADE FROM ADWALTON MOOR 

REPRODUCED BY COURTESY OF THE BRADFORD CORPORATION LIBRARIES, 

ART GALLERY AND MUSEUMS COMMITTEE 

l'/IOtOy/(J/)h : Mabel G. Bruce, 



A CIVIL WAR HAND GRENADE 

BY A. NORRIS KENNARD, F.S.A. 

THE Boiling Hall Museum has recently acquired 
a hand-grenade which, by a tradition which 
there is no reason to doubt, was found on the 

field of the Battle of Adwalton fought in 1643. 
The history of the hand-grenade as is the case 

with so many weapons in use in modern times is older 
than might be thought. The explosive shell or bomb 
makes its appearance in the last quarter of the fifteenth 
century but the idea of a container for noxious sub-
stances small enough to be thrown by hand antedates 
the use of gunpowder itself. In medieval times, the 
vague term is used deliberately since the date of 
their introduction is not known, grenades containing 
combustible substances were used quite commonly 
especially in siege warfare. 

In 1895 during the course of rebuilding operations 
in the old citadel of Damascus, a subterranean store 
room was discovered which contained a quantity of 
hand-grenades of the earliest type. These grenades are 
small hollow vessels of baked clay, some oval, some 
onion shaped, many decorated with simple patterns 
incised or in relief intended to afford a better grip to the 
hand. They have a filling orifice at the top and appeal' 
to have been provided with clay caps or stoppers. 

Grenades of this type were filled with combustible 
substances such as Greek Fire, which although the exact 
composition is unknown to this day, probably had a 
petroleum or naphtha base and burnt fiercely when 
ignited. The grenades when thrown from the battle-
ments of a besieged town or castle, having previously 
been ignited by the user, would break open on contact 
with any hard surface giving an effective spread to the 
burning liquid contained therein. 

The explosive or powder grenade was evolved 
probably in Germany, about 1480-90. These were in 
the earliest instances still made of clay or earthenware 
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and later of glass, but by the end of the sixteenth 
century metal containers were in use as well. The 
explosive grenade was ignited by a fuse consisting of a 
length of slow-match similar to that used as the ignition 
medium of the contemporary match-lock musket. 

The usual shape was by now spherical and the 
specimen now at Boiling Hall provides a good illustra-
tion of the type. It is of cast iron, three inches in 
diameter, the sides being approximately half an inch 
thick, with a filling hole five-eighths of an inch in width 
which would have been closed by a wooden plug pro-
vided with a passage in the centre or to one side for 
the fuse. 

In the seventeenth century as well as using a plain 
fuse which inevitably, due to its uncertain rate of 
burning, involved the user in considerable risk, a simple 
and ingenious form of percussion ignition was evolved. 
With this method the fuse fitted fairly tightly into the 
hole in the wooden plug, the end within the body of 
the grenade being tied to a lead weight, usually a bullet. 
On hitting the ground the shock acted on the weight 
and caused the fuse to be jerked into the grenade 
where the burning end ignited the charge. 

An interesting feature of the Boiling Hail grenade 
is that its interior contains a number of roughly shaped 
pieces of lead which would have produced a shrapnel 
effect thereby increasing the destructiveness of the 
explosion. To the writer's knowledge this is the only 
known example of a grenade still retaining such a 
filling which must have been a common device of the 
times. 

From about 1600, as well as being thrown by hand, 
grenades were sometimes discharged from hand-
mortars, short, heavy firearms usually with a bronze 
barrel not more than six inches long, the propellant 
charge being ignited by a normal wheel-, or later, flint-
lock mechanism. By this means a far greater range 
could be obtained than by mere muscular power, 
though only a grenade made of meta1 could naturally 

o 
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be used, as any more fragile substance would have been 
shattered by the force of the discharge. 

The use of grenades increased during the course of 
the seventeenth century and by 1678, in the British 
Service, each infantry company included five grena-
diers. This experiment appears to have been a success 
since in 1684 infantry regiments were reorganised to 
include a complete grenadier company per regiment. 
This organisation lasted for approximately fifty years 
but in the late 1730's the Grenadier companies, although 
still known by this name, ceased in fact to be armed 
with grenades. The reasons were probably various, 
the main one however being that grenades were bulky 
and heavy to carry with the result that each grenadier 
was limited to three or four only. 

Their use tended therefore to be more and more 
confined to siege warfare in which there would be no 
need for a supply to be carried more than a short 
distance. Although their use was restricted grenades 
continued to be employed on appropriate occasions 
throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
until the development of trench warfare in World War I 
saw them once more used in large quantities by both 
sides, the British version being the ubiquitous Mills 
Bomb of which the No. 36 Grenade familiar to any 
infantry soldier of the last war was merely an improve-
ment. 



TWO BINGLEY POSTSCRIPTS 

BY E. E. DODD, M.A. 

BINGLEY ENCLOSURES 

THIS note is supplementary to my article on 
Bingley enclosures which appeared in The 
Bradford Antiquary' in 1950. On pages 296-7 

reference is made to pieces of land which had been at 
various times enclosed from the moors. Though the 
Court rolls of Bingley manor have never been found, 
two extracts have survived which illustrate this piece-
meal enclosure of the waste. The first (in Latin) dates 
from 1534 (4th July): John Rawston is granted an 
intake of one acre and a half in Greenhill to hold, 
enclose and occupy for the term of his life, paying 12d. 
twice yearly and 2s. on entry. It bears the seal of 
Thomas Asteley, lord of the manor, and is preserved 
in Bingley Public Library. The other is nearly two 
centuries later-8th Oct., 1711: Edward Ferrand, 
gentleman, paid 12d. for an encroachment on the waste 
at the bottom of Gilstead moor and agreed to pay two 
pence yearly to the lord of the manor. It is signed by 
the steward and gives the twelve names of the jury; 
an endorsement adds that 2d. is paid every Michaelmas 
Court at Bingley. This is among the deeds of Lane 
End Farm, Gilstead, kindly shown to me by Mr J. R. 
Robinson. 

BINGLEY CHANTRY ENDOWMENTS 

In my article on this subject' it was suggested on 
page 98 that the Bingley landowners in 1571 assigned 
to the school " rents which probably represented the 
pre-Reformation yield of former chantry endowments ". 
This needs some qualification in the light of another 
document since discovered in the Public Record Office: 
E 302/1 is a very large bundle of very dilapidated 
sheets, labelled "Court of Augmentations—Conceal-

1. New Series, pt. xxxv, pp. 293-302. 
2. The, Bradford Antiquary, New Series, pt. xxxvii., pp. 91-99. 
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ments"; of this no. 227, Yorks. (the date has not been 
deciphered, but there is a reference to the Queen's 
Majesty's Commissioners), includes an entry relating 
to the room in the churchyard, in identical terms to the 
grant to Barker and Browne (C, p.93), but with the 
addition of the rent, which is put at 8d. The rent 
granted by Mylner (F, p.94) is 5s.; this difference is 
surely too great to be accounted for by the changed 
value of money (which in other lists in the same bundle 
is recognised by corrections in a rough hand, the figures 
of rents being multiplied two, three or four times) 
perhaps it is attributable to the substitution of the whole 
house for the room originally granted to the chantry 
priest. Whether the other rent-charges represented 
the full value in 1571 we do not know. 

If we conclude that John Mylner was genuinely 
concerned with the endowment of a school, the impres-
sion that some, at least, of the landowners were more 
interested in saving their own possessions is confirmed 
by some deeds which have come to light concerning 
Roydfield. This tenement was officially identified 
(p.96) with Ladyhouse among school property but in 
fact, it now appears, remained in private hands. In 
1592 Sir Thomas Fairfax leased it to John Rawson, who 
in 1595 sublet it to Richard Oldfelde; in 1603 he sold 
four closes, parcel of Roydfield, to Richard Oldfeld; 
and his son Ferdinando (the Lord Fairfax of the Civil 
War) by quitclaim in 1606 confirmed this. It is 
described as abutting on Ladyhouse and presumably 
the lands of the two properties were confused; one 
cannot avoid the suspicion that the confusion was 
deliberate—at all events it seems to have saved Royd-
field from the clutches of the Commissioners (Lady-
house alone appears in school rentals). This is the 
first evidence that the Fairfaxes held any property in 
Bingley; the Astleys were selling property at this time 
and disposed of the manor about 1597. A Fairfax may 
well have had no more interest in Bingley children than 
an Astley. 
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The argument was put forward (pp. 97-98) that 
in assigning former chantry endowments to the school 
the Commissioners of 1601 gave "the benefit of the 
doubt to education ". While no precise parallel has been 
found, two instances of the restoration of endowments 
to Yorkshire schools have come to the notice of the 
writer which are in some respects comparable. J. Guest 
in historic Notices of Rotherham quotes deeds of 1561 
and 1584 reviving the grammar school and granting 
certain lands; he speaks of "the noble grant made by 
Queen Elizabeth to the township " but adds that the 
"transaction seems . . . a very extraordinary and 
unaccountable one ". It was, in fact, made to two 
individuals and there is the usual long list of concealed 
properties. On the face of it this appears to be a 
purchase of concealed property, but on behalf of the 
township of Rotherham. In the other case, at Rich-
mond, the evidence is much fuller and is set out by 
L. P. Wenham in the Yorkshire Årchæological 
Journal, xxxvii, 1952, pp-96 sqq. The chantry 
property was much more extensive than at Bingley 
and the "concealment" consisted in the open appro-
priation of most of it by the town authorities—an 
action later confirmed at the York Assizes. But, even 
more explicitly than at Bingley, and at the early date 
of 1566-7, Elizabeth's Government showed its willing-
ness to abandon possible claims to "concealed" lands 
in favour of education: a charter of incorporation was 
granted, by which the school was endowed from the 
former chantry property. 



DAVID URQUHART AND THE WEST RIDING 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEES 

BY PROFESSOR ASA BRIGGS, M.A., B.SC. 

THE history of popular agitation in the West 
Riding has been studied only in patches. The 
Chartist movement in the 1830's and '40s and 

the labour movement in the 1880's and '90s have 
received a fair degree of attention: the middle years of 
the nineteenth century are less well-known and pose 
problems of their own. Against a background of 
relative prosperity there was less criticism of the 
structure of society and a decline in the power of 
militant mass movements. Small groups of trade 
unionists or unrepentant Chartists continued to work 
for economic, social and political reform, but it was not 
until the middle 1860's that they interested large crowds. 
During the 1850's there was as much interest in foreign 
affairs as in home issues, particularly in the years just 
preceding, during and after the Crimean War. It is 
with one aspect of this interest that this article is con-
cerned—the growth of "foreign affairs committees" 
of working men in some of the West Riding towns, 
villages and cities, especially in the Bradford area. Their 
initiator and leader was David Urquhart (1805-77), the 
most aggressive of all British Russophobes, and the 
history of the committees would be very obscure were 
it not for the existence of a large and relatively un-
explored quantity of Urquhart manuscripts in Balliol 
College, Oxford. It is largely on the basis of unpub-
lished evidence in the Urquhart papers that I have 
reconstructed the story of the local committees.' Taken 
as a whole that evidence enables the historian to make 
sense out of a large number of curious and obscure 

1. This article is a contribution to a bigger study of Urquhart which my 
wife and I are carrying out. 



iZEMEJN~I-  

198 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

references in local newspapers—to forgotten issues, 
like Circassia, for example, or to forgotten people like 
John Wilson of Cononley or Jonas Wells of Keighley. 

The Bradford Obserner, which disliked the com-
position and pretensions of the committees, referred to 
them as "little groups of Mr Urquhart's tools who 

aim to bring themselves into notice by entering 
into correspondence with ministers of state, military 
and naval commanders, and persons of all stations in 
life "•2 The criticism well expresses the hostility the 
committees inspired among those" respectable "people 
who thought that foreign affairs should be the concern 
not of working men but of the Foreign Office. Perhaps 
the main significance of the committees was that they 
refused to leave foreign affairs to well-connected 
diplomats or to the Foreign Secretary. The particular 
foreign policy they advocated was confused, melo-
dramatic and at times mad, but the fact that they 
advocated a policy at all was a sign of a new-found pre-
occupation with the problems of government. "We 
recognize no head or government other than that of 
the nation ", one of the local committee leaders wrote 
to the Craven Pioneer, " we are not of this or that 
class, party or faction. We have no name, such as 
Whig, Tory, Radical, Conservative, and whole hosts of 
names calculated to weaken the well-intentioned efforts 
of honest men. Each and every Committee worketh in 
the way which seemeth to them the best for the salvation 
of their Country: and in the process of their labours 
they have discovered that there is great evil in the land 
of which but very few are acquainted about. They have 
discovered that ignorance or inattention on the part of 
the people has opened the way to Treachery at home 
and the extravagant and lawless waste of blood and 
Treasure abroad. They have discovered that the 
people of this country have lost that control over their 
representatives, or delegates . . . which in the former 

2. The Bradford Observer, 8 January 1857. 
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ages were maintained inviolate " .1 Their interpretation 
of history was sometimes, as on this occasion, as con-
fused and wild as their interpretation of foreign policy, 
but their claim to the right to study foreign policy for 
themselves and to exercise control over representatives 
was too serious in its implications to be dismissed 
lightly. 

David Urquhart, the initiator and leader of the 
committees, was an ex-diplomat himself, and the 
Observer was not far from the truth when it described 
the committees as his" tools ". He was a most remark-
able man, probably a paranoiac, able to mesmerise his 
followers and to persuade them that he was an inspired 
analyst and prophet.' The guiding motif of his strange 
life was intense hatred of Russia and unfaltering love 
of Turkey. He devoted all his considerable energies and 
abilities to the task of persuading his fellow-countrymen 
that there was a gigantic and far-reaching Russian 
conspiracy to dominate the world; that one of Britain's 
leading statesmen, Lord Palmerston, was a traitor to his 
country, probably in receipt of Russian gold; that 
certain well-known foreign statesmen (including revolu-
tionaries like Kossuth and Mazzini) were equally 
dastardly, and that he, David Urquhart, had a personal 
mission to reveal to his contemporaries the real state 
of international affairs. The Russian conspiracy was 
the only feature of the age which really mattered; beside 
it, the most bitter elements of national controversy 
paled into insignificance. 

There was a a kind of crazy logic behind many of 
Urquhart's utterances, but there was experience too. 
It was the blend of personality, logic and experience, 
indeed, which gave him his hold over readers and 

3. Letter by John Wilson of Cononley to The Craven Pioneer, 23 Sep-
tember 1859. 

4. There is only one biography of Urquhart by Gertrude Robinson (Oxford, 
1920). It is interesting and readable, but in some places inadequate. 
One of the many outstanding personalities to respect and utilize 
Urquhart's diplomatic views was Karl Marx. See The Eastern Question 
(1899) an anthology edited by Edward and Eleanor Marx Aveling. 
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audiences. Most of his experience of high politics dated 
back to the 1830's when he had come to know the Near 
East extremely well at first hand, had served in the 
British Embassy at Constantinople, had helped to pre-
pare an Anglo-Turkish commercial treaty and had en-
gineered one international crisis (over Circassia) in 
1837, the so-called Vixen affair off the Black Sea coast .5 
The extravagance of his ideas and the boldness of his 
methods were too much for Palmerston, the Foreign 
Secretary, who recalled him to England in July, 1837. 
This was the turning point of Urquhart's career. 
Hitherto he had received influential support from his 
family's friend Sir Herbert Taylor, the King's private 
secretary, from Fox Strangways, Palmerston's secretary, 
and from the King himself. After 1837 he had to rely 
increasingly on public opinion rather than on friends 
in high places; he had to get to know as much about 
Britain as he had already got to know about Turkey, 
and to make use of his knowledge to awaken his fellow 
countrymen to the growing dangers of Russian power. 
Megalomaniac that he was, he could not believe that 
Palmerston had recalled him for honest reasons. The 
idea developed in his mind that Palmerston was a 
"traitor ", an agent of the international Russian con-
spiracy. From 1837 onwards the guilt of Palmerston 
became as much an article of the Urquhart faith as the 
diabolical intentions of the Tsar of Russia. All 
Palmerston's actions were subjected to relentless 
scrutiny and criticism. When the Anglo-Turkish 
Commercial Convention, which Urquhart had pre-
pared, was signed in August, 1838, Urquhart branded 
it as a pale and mutilated copy of the original: when 
Palmerston joined Russia in isolating France during 

5. For the background of ijrquhart's activities in the 1830's, see Sir 
Charles Webster, " IJrquhart, Porsonby and Pairnerston" in The 
English Historical Review, lxii, 1947; G. H. Bolsover, " David Urquhart 
and the Eastern Question, 1833-7" in The Journal o/ Modern History, 
viii, 1936; J. H. Gleason, The Genesis of Russophobia in Great Britain 
(Cambridge, Mass., 1950). 

-I 
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the serious Near Eastern crisis of 1839-41 Urquhart 
angrily demanded, "Is it possible to irnaginë treason 
rendered more manifest by the contradiction of words 
and of acts? 6: when in the 1850's Palmerston was a 
member of the cabinet which reluctantly led Britain into 
the Crimean War and in 1855 became Prime Minister, 
Urquhart could not take his activities as a leader of war 
against Russia seriously. He regarded the war as a 
"phony "one, believed that Turkey was strong enough 
singlehanded to cope with Russia, and pleaded for a 
different kind of British war against Russia not to be 
fought in the wrong place, the Crimea, but at Odessa 
and in the Baltic: as news of the Crimean disasters 
came in, it did not seem fanciful to his supporters to 
regard the struggle as it was being fought as an 
unpleasant Russian-inspired hoax. 

Urquhart's supporters by that time were well used 
to his distinctive message. On his return from the Near 
East in 1837 he began by trying to win support among 
the mercantile and manufacturing interests in the large 
cities, and he had considerable success in Glasgow, 
Leeds, Hull and Birmingham. In Newcastle he won 
over a vigorous group of local citizens to a' belief in 
Palmerston's guilt, and a lively newspaper The 
No Liberator, zealous in the cause, proclaimed 
that unless the English nation roused itself, " we shall 
see the damnable spectacle of a Russian fleet armed to 
the teeth and crammed with soldiers, daring to sail 
through the English Channel, and probably to anchor 
at Spithead or Plymouth Sound ".7 Newcastle remained 
a key centre of the Urquhart group until the end of 
the Crimean War: by then it was joined by Sheffield, 
and the main appeal of the message was no longer to 
merchants and industrialists but to working men. 

6. The Crisis: France in the Pàce of Pour Powerè (1840), pp. 57-8. 
7. The Northern Liberator, 3 October 1840. The London Morning Post 

commented (13 May 1840)—" That which seems utterly extravagant to 
us in London will not be so regarded by the population of the provincial 
cities, when they find it expressly affirmed by;. men whose information 
and position they are accustomed to look up to with respect." 

4 
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The switch to working men began in 1839 when 
Urquhart began to meet Chartist leaders in various 
parts of the country. He succeeded in convincing some 
of them not only that he was right about foreign policy 
but that Chartism itself was secretly managed by 
Russian agents, anxious to foment rebellion and civil 
war in England.' Groups of working men joined with 
other followers of Urquhart to set up local "Com-
mittees for the Study of Diplomatic Documents ". 
When after the beginning of the Crimean War 
Urquhart threw himself into a second bout of agitation, 
the committees had a less high-sounding name and were 
composed almost entirely of working men. The first 
of them was at Newcastle—it consisted, to begin with, 
of three men, a blacksmith, a carpenter, and a blind 
beggar—and altogether 145 committees came into 
existence. In Yorkshire there were committees at Leeds, 
Bradford and Sheffield, at Halifax, Huddersfield, 
Skipton, Keighley, Bingley, Batley, Dewsbury, Morley, 
Wilsden, Cononley, Cross Roads, Denholme, Sowerby 
Bridge, Hallas Bridge, Vicars Croft, Pudsey, Idle, 
Heckmondwike, Yeadon, Armley, Holbeck, Hepworth, 
Holmfi.rth, Elland, Honley and Heptonstall.9 The 
biggest places did not always have the most active 
committees. Cononley, for example, had a committee 
in 1857 three years before Skipton—" one village ", 
wrote its first speaker, A. Robinson, "is worth 20 
towns "°—while there was bitter personal dissension in 
Leeds which threatened the whole work of the local 

8. There is a brief discussion of lJrquhart's approach to Chartism in M. 

Hovel!, The Chartist Movement (1925), ch.vi. It is based on incom-

plete evidence and needs to be supplemented. 

9. This list is derived from letters in the Urquhart papers. It may not 

be complete and I would be glad to have information relating to any 

other Yorkshire committees. 

10. Robinson to Urquhart, 29 December 1857. 
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committees." Various attempts were made to group the 
local committees into districts. In 1861, for instance, 
it was decided "that Idle and North of Idle form the 
Leeds District and all West of Idle the Keighley 
District " and that "the combined districts hold a con-
ference once in 4 months "12 Some of the committees 
were still in existence when Urquhart died in 1877, and 
the praises heaped on his head by working men were 
his most eloquent obituary. " In his presence," wrote 
James Hindle of Oldham, "I looked on an actual king 
of men." "I have loved the man who gave me light 
a thousand times more than he who would give me 
gold," exclaimed A. Robinson. "Although the shell 
has been removed," commented Francis Butterfield of 
Keighley, "the kernel is with us—this spirit lives in 
the past, the present, and will live ever in the future."3 

These remarks suggest rightly that the Foreign 
Affairs Committees were not simply discussion groups. 
They were conceived of as élite " cells ", mainly of 
working men who "had seen the light" and deliber-
ately committed themselves to a course in diplomatic 
"education ". Urquhart was a hard task master. He 
insisted on the groups studying Vattel's Law of 
Nations, Blue Books of official diplomatic documents, 
and his own lengthy pamphlets and articles. The 

1]. The Leeds dispute was a very complicated one and had to be referred 
to Urquhart. He deputed a man called John Duce to mediate. Duce 
spoke to the two main local opponents concerning " the folly and madness 
of their conduct in letting their private affairs interfere with their 
public duty and particularly men taking a leading part in the great work 
of instructing others. Such men should be united above all others 
so that they may be able to detect treason at home and robbery 
abroad ". (Duce to Urquhart, 6 April 1860). The Secretary of the 
Leeds District, F. S. Rawnsley, had made it clear that " I will not sit 
in a Foreign Affairs Committee again as long as John Shaw is a recog-
nized member ". (Rawnsley to Urquhart, 31 January 1860). 

12. Rawnsley to John Johnson, 12 September 1861. 
13. The spiritualist undertones of this iemark are interesting. Butterfield 

had been a prominent Keighley Chartist—his nickname was " Wat 
Tyler "—and he was a close associate, both in Chartism and the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, of David Weatherhead, one of the founders of 
British spiritualism. Mr C. Whone has written about Weatherhead 
in Two Worlds, 11 October 1952. Butterfield was the owner of a small 
business and had partners in his enterprise. 
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members also had to know about "the Constitution of 
England: what it is ", the Privy Council and its use, 
"the necessity of Impeachment ", "why the law is 
the safeguard of our liberties ", and "Ambassadors and 
their Use "•14 "Those who have hitherto engaged in 
such study," Urquhart wrote to the secretary of one 
newly formed committee, "have done so only after the 
expenditure of very great labour with each of them 
individually. Yours, if it is accomplished, will have 
been a spontaneous growth." Self-improvement was 
the key to effective action, and the improvement had to 
influence character as well as knowledge. " Before a 
man can. set himself to rectify the State he must have 
rectified in his own heart the evil of the State. He must 
have ceased to be a speculator, a theorist, a schemer, 
the abettor of a faction . . . and his whole mind must 
be given, in every point to know what is right, and 
having learned it to do it. Unless you set down to your 
work in this spirit . . . your thinkings will degenerate 
into a mere debating club, or worse still, into some 
scheme of Social Science and Political Reform."5 
Urquhart was contemptuous of all schemes to widen 
the suffrage or to alleviate hunger by legislation. His 
working men had to put material objectives on one side, 
to concentrate on study, to read Urquhart's newspaper 
The Free Press (originally published in Sheffield), to 
petition M.P.s and ministers, and to inform him person-
ally by letters and reports of their intellectual and 

14. A List of Subjects for Study for Foreign Affairs Committees, Urquhart 

MS., n. d. Knowledge of "the necessity of Impeachment" was to be 

taught so that ultimately Palmerston could be properly disposed of. 

15. Urquhart to the newly-formed Dundee Committee, 7 June 1867. He was 

doubtless thinking of the 1867 Reform Bill which gave the vote to 

working men in the towns. 
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moral progress.'6 He insisted on a tough discipline, 
and even went to the extent of financing the education 
of sixty of his ablest followers at a special three-months' 
school at Manchester in 1854. 

There is plenty of evidence from the Yorkshire 
committees to illustrate the implications and difficulties 
of this approach to working-class activity. At Hepton-
stall there were some working men who wanted to turn 
their committee into a "Reform Movement ". When 
their speaker protested and tried to side-track them, 
"this displeased them and they left saying that they 
would have nothing more to do with the thing as it was 
a Tory move Other Yorkshire committee members 
were extremely enthusiastic and self-sacrificing in their 
efforts. H. Charlesworth of Hepworth wrote to 
Urquhart describing a Blue Book, which had just 
arrived, as "like an Angel of Heaven bringing tidings 
of instruction and information which we will turn to 
good account "•18 John Wilson, the Cononley secretary, 
was a prodigious writer to the press and to M.P.s, while 

16. They were also expected to inform him of interesting local conversa-
tions. There is a fascinating account of a local Keighley conversation 
in 1861 in which a " gentlemen " was asked to sign a petition about 
Poland. He refused, arguing that "it is no use petitioning the House 
of Commons for anything, they the members are rotten and corrupted ". 
He also stated to the annoyance of Butterfield, his questioner, that 
Poland " richly deserved her extinction ". (Butterfield to Urquhart, 
14 July 1861). Another activity of the committees 'was the building of 
Turkish baths which had a symbolic as well as a utilitarian significance. 
Local letters were sometimes headed " the, Turkish Bath ". Robinson 
reported to Urquhart, 1 May 1858, that he had just visited Keighley 
where " they have gotten a Bath—one of the best in the Kingdom, 
none that I have seen will bear any comparison to it—Far superior to 
the Bradford Bath ". 

17. John Shaw to. Johnson, 5 August 1859. The "Tory" charge was often 
made. Sometimes there was an element of justice in it. Urquhart had 
originally called himself a "Tory of the time of Queen Anne ", he 
had secured some support from Tories in the 1880's, and during the 
1870's, when the 'Near Eastern' crisis flared up again, some of the local 
committees entered into negotiations with the Tories. In 1874, for 
instance, Butterfield, Pickles and Robinson of Keighley had "useful 
talks," with the Bingley Conservative Association. " The Chairman," 
H. Robinson wrote, "is as good as one of us . . I believe the Con-
servatives from one-end of the land to the other might be aroused into 
active exertion ". (Robinson to Mrs Urquhart,, 30 June 1874); 

18. H. Charieswort,h to Urquhart, 16 October 1861. 

1. 
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there are surviving letters from Francis Butterfield of 
Keighley both to F. Crossley, the local M.P., and to 
Lord John Russell." Another Keighley man, B. Morrell, 
thanked Urquhart for living up to his policy. "While 
you would not condescend to lecture to a large audience 
yet you would go to almost any distance to give inform-
ation to a single individual who really wished to be 
enlightened."" 

One of the best expressions of the mood of a small 
but active committee is a letter, remarkably literate, 
about the organization in Cross Roads, near Keighley. 

We had a most excellent meeting, the room which we had 
engaged being quite filled with hearers. . . . Mr Robinson 
(addressed) the meeting on ' The East India Company and 
the Board of Control ' . . . We shall not attempt to give 
a report of the lecture, for it was one of those lectures which 
cannot be reported only by giving the whole. Every step 
was made so clear and evident that any person of common 
understanding could not have misunderstood it, and we think 
that it might be productive of much good if it were printed 
in a separate form. He spoke energetically for nearly two 
hours and then sat down amid loud applause. .....e 
have only been in existence about four or five months, and 
we were all quite green to begin with. However, perhaps we 
have done as well as might be expected. We borrowed the 
Parliamentary Papers of the Turkish Commercial Treaty— 
and have gone through them as well as we were able. In 
like manner we have gone through the Parliamentary Papers 
on the Obstruction of the Danube, together with other general 
things. One of our regulations is 'that any member who 
takes any paper or book out of our small stock of works, 
is expected to give some account of its contents when he 
returns it to the Librarian'. Upon the whole our Committee 
is doing pretty well, considering what we are, but our success 
is necessarily limited for want of material to work with."" 

This letter draws a sketch of the proto-type of a highly 
successful and intelligent W.E.A. tutorial class. How-

19. e.g., Wilson to F. Crossley, 2 December 1860. to Dunlop 31 March 1861, 
to Lord Kennaird, 18 July 1861 : Butterfield to Crossley, 27 June 1859, 
to Lord John Russell, 8 October 1859. 

20. B. Morrell to Urquhart, 19 February 1861. 
21. John Waddington to Johnson, 17 February 1858. 
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ever wild the personality and outlook of Urquhart 
himself—and he was the main inspiration of all this 
effort—the Foreign Affairs Committees mark an im-
pressive stage in adult working-class education. When 
A. G. Stapleton, the biographer of George Canning, 
visited the Bradford Committee, he remarked that 
"there was nothing that these men did not know" on 
the subject of Russia and Turkey. No one ought to 
despair of England," he concluded, " while such men 
formed a portion of her people."" 

The sacrifice involved in the effort is well brought 
out in a letter from Francis Butterfield in May 1876. 
"I am sorry," he wrote, " that I cannot give all the time 
to assist in the work just now, that I should like to d. 
• . . One of my sons, who is turned 19 years old, who 
has been from home about three months, came home 
last week in the last stages of consumption. This 
indeed causes me a great deal of trouble and uneasi-
ness. He was up to last October a fine, promising 
young man. However, I will endeavour to keep the 
men in this district in full work. • "23 Such state-
ments which relate the work of the committees to the 
social background of the times and to the individual 
and family problems which arose against that back-
ground are particularly illuminating. More detailed 
work still needs to be done on the composition and 
chronology of the committees, but their mood and 
inspiration are already plain. 

22. G. Robinson, op. cit, p. 130. Robinson was particularly impressed by a 
few working men in Denholme. " I was agreeably surprised to find 
men in a village who were farther advanced in study than some of our 
committees who have been in existence 6 months." (Robinson to 
Urquhart, 28 April 1858). 

23. Butterfield to C. Jones, 28 May 1876. The best and most revealing 
letter to Urquhart on this theme was from Thomas Holstead, a 
Bolton cotton spinner (4 April 1862'). In it Holstead described the 
poverty of his parents, his " self-education ", his discharge from work 
"for standing up for the rights of our men in regard to our trade " , 

the death of two of his six children, his " mental dispositions " and 
failings, and the reasons why he had become a convert to tJrquhart's 
views. 

4'. 

li 



WILLIAM E. PRESTON 

BY the death of William Easterbrook Preston on 
April 6, 1957, at the age of eighty-two years, 
e Society lost one who not only had the 

longest membership record when he died but was 
also a pillar of the Society, especially between the two 
wars. Elected a member in 1909, he served as President 
for a year, in 1928-29, and although when he retired 
from his post as Director of the Bradford City Art 
Gallery and Museums in 1939 he left the Bradford 
district he maintained his association with the Society 
as a contributor to this journal. No fewer than six 
papers by him were published during his period of 
retirement; but seventeen different contributions had 
preceded these, beginning with the issue of 1909. 

It is, however, as the virtual founder of the 
Society's Local Record Series in 1913 that Mr Preston 
will be remembered. The first volume of the Series, 
consisting of wills proved in the court of the manor of 
Crosley, Bingley, Cottingley and Pudsey, together with 
inventories and abstracts of bonds, begun in 1914, was 
edited by him. Since then three other volumes of this 
valuable publication have appeared. 

William Preston also lectured to the Society and 
occasionally led excursions. The latter were usually 
to one or another of the local nooks and corners with 
historical associations, or to some ancient local home-
stead where he would recount interesting family history. 
But in his published work he provided abundant 
material for' others to use when they had occasion to 
either lead an excursion or write upon some local 
historical topic in newspaper, or magazine. He was one 
of a small band of local historians, genealogists and 
archaeologists, active for more than a century. W.R. 
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BINGLEY VOLUNTEERS IN THE 

NAPOLEONIC WAR 

BY F. E. DODD, M.A. 

o 

THE broadsheet' here reproduced is undated and 
unsigned, but it may with some confidence be 
associated with the Bingley Volunteers formed 

at the opening of the Napoleonic War. After the brief 
peace of Amiens war with France was renewed on May 
18th, 1803. Already in anticipation of this various Acts 
had been passed for the raising of additional forces and 
others followed the declaration of war, culminating, 
on July 27th, in the "Levy en Masse Act ", which gave 
power to enrol and call up for training all men of ages 
seventeen to fifty-five if enough Volunteers were not 
forthcoming (" practically an Act to compel men to 
become Volunteers ", says Fortescue2). That this 
consideration had its influence with the Bingley patriots 
—in addition, of course, to the lofty sentiments so 
eloquently expressed in the manifesto—is very frankly 
stated (though, in fact, by August 18th so many 
Volunteers had come forward all over the country that 
it was unnecessary to put the Act into force). A minute 
book which has lately come to light records that on 
August 20th a meeting of the principal inhabitants of 
the parish of Bingley was held "for the purpose of 
taking into Consideration the Acts lately passed for the 
Defence of the Kingdom ", at which it was agreed 
that "the Enrolment of Volunteers is in every Respect 
preferable to the Lev!/ en Masse ". 

A fund was opened (some financial assistance was 
given by the Government, but much of the cost had to 
be met froin local contributions) and a committee 
formed, of which eight meetings are recorded in the 
course of two years. The chairman was Johnson 
Atkinson Busfeild, who had been Lieutenant-Colonel of 

1. In the collection at. Boiling Hall Museum, Bradford. 
2. History of the British Army, vol. v. 
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the Bradford Volunteers in the first stage of the war3; 
and the first name on the committee list is that of 
Benjamin Ferrand, who had been Major in the West 
Riding Yeomanry Cavalry. Four days before the 
meeting at Bingley he was present at a Skipton meeting 
for the formation of the Craven Legion, which was to 
include yeomanry and infantry'; whether the Bingley 
Volunteers were a corps of this body is not stated. He 
was seventy-three and died in October. Thirteen others 
were named as members of committee, which was also 
to include all subscribers of 1011, or upwards (one 
gentleman, evidently averse from committee work, 
subscribed 91i. 19s. Gd.) together with all officers of 
the Corps. The vicar of Bingley was treasurer and the 
curate secretary. 

The response of the rich—and perhaps the not so 
rich—to the appeal to open their purses is fully 
recorded: collectors were appointed for the outlying 
parts of the parish, including Morton, and subscriptions 
from 129 individuals, ranging from Mr Ferrand's 20011. 
to 2s. Gd., reached a total of 96911. 9s.; these were called 
up in instalments as required. How many of the strong 
and active contributed their strength and vigour is not 
precisely stated, but uniforms were ordered for 200 
privates and nine sergeants. Though the cost of these 
is not mentioned, there is evidence of some care for 
economy in the resolution: "That Richard Huddlestone 
make the Stocks for the Corps at eleven Pence each, 
and if he can make them at ten Pence, but not to exceed 
eleven Pence ". The officers provided their own 
uniforms but were equipped with "Swords, Sword 
Knots, Sashes, and Gorgets" and the field officers with 
"Holsters and Pistols "at the expense of the fund. The 
only officer named is Major Willett. Drills were fixed 
on three weekdays and, "for such as can make it con-
venient and agreeable to themselves to attend ", on 

3. H. J. M. Maltby in Bradford Antiquary, New Series, iv, pp. 335-346. 
4. Wilfrid Robertshaw in Bradford Antiquary, New Series, v, pp. 99 sqq. 
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Sundays. A" Band of Music "was authorised, consist-
ing of "four Clarionets, two Octave Flutes, two 
Bassoons, a Triangle, and double Drum" (at a total 
expense not exceeding forty guineas) and two 
instructors were engaged, one "to drill the Drums and 
Fifes ", the other " to instruct the Band ". 

In the war of 1793 to 1802 the only service recorded 
of the Bradford Volunteers was " quelling small riots 
in the town.' In 1801 a paper was pushed under doors 
and into the butchers' stalls in Bingley market; it 
ended a long revolutionary harangue with an attack 
on "our Cotton Manufacturing Magistrate . . . that 
Oppressing Idiot . . . our great B   d ". 
Colonel Busfeild was in a flutter and assured the Lord 
Lieutenant that " my volunteers will be ready to march 
out at an Hours Notice " .1 . The necessity did not arise. It 
was not this kind of emergency that the 1803 Volunteers 
were expected to meet but an actual threat of invasion. 
By December the Government counted 463,000 Volun-
teers available, apart from other branches of the forces. 
Napoleon's army was at Boulogne and he had fixed the 
date of the invasion for September, 1804. Volunteers 
enrolled under August regulations were liable to serve 
in any part of the kingdom and it would appear that in 
the spring of 1804 the Bingley corps was ordered away 
—where is not stated. It was only on April 9th that 
clothes were " ordered immediately for the Sergeant 
Major " and" six Watch Coats " provided, presumably 
for sentries on duty; and on November 5th there was a 
general winding up of accounts (of which, however, no 
record survives), with an instruction "to draw upon 
the Fund for 661i. 19s. Gd. in advance for Pay to the 
Men, till the Money can be drawn for upon the Pay 
Office "—with the men away from Bingley local finan-
cial responsibility no doubt ceased, but allowance had 
to be made for official dilatoriness. One more meeting 

5. Wentworth Woodhouse papers in collections of Sheffield City Libraries 
by permission of Earl Fitzwilliam and his Trustees of the Wentworth 
Woodhouse settled Estates. 

Isi 
Ii 
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of the committee was held, on May 27th, 1805, at which 
it was agreed to pay "two shillings per head to every 
private and non Commissioned Officer . . . as a Treat 
upon their return from permanent duty ". Trafalgar 
had not yet been fought and Napoleon was still 
threatening invasion; but it would seem that the 
Government was sufficiently confident in its measures 
for the defence of the realm to dispense with the services 
of the Bingley Volunteers, of whom no more is recorded. 
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AN EARLY BRADFORD BANK NOTE 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAWT, M.A. 

W HEN members of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society visited Allerton Hall in 
May, 1956, I had occasion, during the course 

of my remarks on the history and family associations 
of this late Georgian house, to refer to early Bradford 
banking history. This was because the builder of the 
Hall, Joshua Firth, was a merchant and banker. He 
prospered so much that he could build this house while 
yet a young man. 

Hitherto, all that has been known about Firth as a 
banker is the statement by William Cudworth,' who 
said that Firth" had a bank from which he issued notes 
called ' Firth notes '." Their denomination has usually 
been regarded as of one pound. The notes themselves 
have acquired the quality of rarity, probably because 
they have been untraceable locally and of the fact that 
the name of Firth's bank has remained unknown. I 
am told by Mr Winston C. E. Hartley, of Harrogate, 
who for several years has made a study of early York-
shire banking history, that the Institute of Bankers 
have in their collection of bank notes a Firth note for 
one guinea, dated 1800. He also says that the few 
notes issued by "Firth's Bank" known to exist are 
dated 1799 or 1800. 

It may be helpful if something is said about these 
early bank notes so that the reader shall be better able 
to understand their function; and for this information 
I am indebted to Mr Hartley. The note reproduced 
here is a promissory note or, more familiarly, a bank 
note. It is not a bank draft. In the seventeenth 

1. In his Jlaiiningltani, Heaton and Allerton, 1896, p. 328. 
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I; 

century London goldsmiths accepted money on deposit, 
and for this they gave a receipt which took the form 
of a promise to pay on demand. The practice soon 
developed of these receipts being presented for part 
payment and in that case the face value of the receipt 
was reduced on each occasion. Thus it was that the 
goldsmith bankers became known as "Keepers of 
running cashes ". 

This custom of partial payment was not in much 
evidence in the provinces, where such bank notes did 
not become common until the latter half of the 
eighteenth century. They were usually issued by 
bankers, but in the early years of the nineteenth century 
tradespeople, too, issued promissory notes, and there 
was some suspicion that not all these tradesfolk were 
as sound financially as they might have been. But 
Joshua Firth was a reputable man, a man of integrity 
whose notes would be accepted, and he may rightly 
claim to be a banker though that was not his sole 
occupation. 

Firth, who died in 1814 at the age of sixty-two 
years, was the son of John Firth, gentleman. He, in 
turn, was the son of Dr Joshua Firth, physician, of 
Kipping in Thornton, parish of Bradford. The latter 
died in 1769 at the great age of ninety-five years, and 
the inventory of his goods and chattels was published 
in this journal in 1933.2 

The first Bradford bank was established by Messrs 
Leach, Pollard and Hardcastle not later than 1760; in 
fact, it was one of the earliest of Yorkshire banks. It 
was known as the Bradford Bank. In 1781 it failed, 
and it was not until two days before the Society's visit 
to Allerton Hall that I discovered there was, in fact, a 
bank in Bradford between 1781 and the year when 
Edmund Peckover, of Bradford, banker, and his 
nephew, Charles Harris, also of Bradford, banker, 
established their bank. 

2. Part xxvi, pp. 25-28. 
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Like William Scruton, who says' that between 1784 
and 1803 there was no bank in Bradford, I, too, had 
believed that the bank founded by Edmund Peckover 
and Charles Harris, which later came to be known as 
the Bradford Old Bank and to be absorbed by Barclays 
Bank Limited, was the second bank to be founded in the 
town. This belief was perhaps engendered by the fact 
that notes issued by both banks were headed" Bradford 
Bank ", thereby leading one to conclude that after an 
interval of some twenty-two years banking in Bradford 
was revived by Peckover, Harris and Company. 

According to information contained in the official 
history of Barclays Bank  some evidence exists, in the 
form of one or two documents dated about 1790, to 
suggest that while Peckover and Harris did not found 
their Bradford Bank till 1804, the deed of partnership 
is dated August 8 that year, they had been carrying 
on a quasi-banking business prior to that date. The 
History instances in particular an unsigned bank draft 
dated June 24, 1791, and makes the statement that 
although their main business was that of woolstapling 
they also acted as bankers. 

At least one other local man of commerce, Joshua 
Firth, also carried on a banking business, and ultim-
mately, as shown by his bank note illustrated here, 
proved Scruton to be wrong in his statement, to which 
reference has been made. In another locally produced 
publication' a similar erroneous statement occurs, 
namely, that "there was no institution by the name of 
a bank existing in the town from 1767 until 1803 ". 
We now see, from the discovery of this " Firth note  

that there was a "Bradford Bank" which functioned 
after the collapse in 1781—not 1767 as stated in the 
Centenary Souvenir—of the 1760 foundation and 
prior to the birth of the Peckover and Harris banking 

3. Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old Bradford' p. 157. 
4. History of Barclays Bank Lim ited. Compiled by P. W. Matthews and 

edited by Anthony W. Tuke, 1926, pp. 331-2. 
5. Centenary Souvenir, 1803-1903. Published by the Bradford Old Bank Ltd. 
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house, and that the Bradford Old Bank was not, as 
hitherto commonly supposed, the second bank to be 
established in the town but, in all probability, the third. 

By a coincidence there came to my notice the bank 
note illustrated here. A caller at the Cartwright 
Memorial Hall brought a bank note for me to examine, 
with the request for information upon it. To my great 
surprise there was placed before me a "Bradford 
Bank" note for five guineas dated December 2, 1799. 
Here, at last, was just such a note as I had long been 
looking for: a "Firth note" which, incidentally, had 
come all the way from Hull and was in comparatively 
good condition, as the reproduction here shows. Con-
siderable interest was shown when the old bank note, 
protected between sheets of glass, was passed round for 
the large company at Allerton Hall to inspect. Unfor-
tunately the owner of it was not disposed to allow it to 
be acquired for Bolling Hall Museum. 

Here, in this note of the unexpected value of five 
guineas, is proof that banking in Bradford began a fresh 
lease of life sometime between 1781 and 1799 under the 
style of " Joshua Firth and Co."; but exactly when the 
existence of Firth's banking house began and ended I 
do not yet know. 

The illustration reveals that even then, nearly fifty 
years before the town of Bradford obtained its charter 
of incorporation creating it a borough, with the right 
to use a coat-of-arms, three bugle horns—two above 
and one below a chevron—occurred on the Bank's 
shield of arms, just as they do in the City of Bradford's 
armorial bearings. 



MATTHEW BALME (1813-1884) 
FACTORY REFORMER 

BY J. T. WARD, M.A., PH.D. 

A NEGLECTED monument in the grounds of 
the Parish Church of S. Wilfrid at Calverley 
bears the legend: 

In affectionate remembrance of Matthew Balme, who died 
August 26th, 1884, aged 71 Years. 

'Defend the Poor and Fatherless 
Do Justice to the Afflicted and Needy.' 

This memorial was erected by Factory Operatives and 
Personal Friends in Grateful Recognition of his Zealous 
Advocacy of the Ten Hours Bill : The Advantages arising 
from this Measure being so manifest that other Curtailments 
in the Hours of Labour followed and for upwards of Fifty 
Years he was a faithful and earnest advocate in promoting the 
Physical, Social and Moral Improvement of Factory 
Workers." 

The subscribers to this stone included the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, W. E. Forster and over two thousand 
factory operatives; yet today Balme's work is barely 
remembered and his name is omitted even in works 
specifically dealing with the subjects to which he 
devoted most of his life. The present paper is the 
first attempt to trace the career of this leading York-
shire reformer. 

The Balme family had lived in various parishes 
around Bradford from the sixteenth century, generally 
as yeomen farmers. Nettleton Balme, a maltster, 
inherited the Nettleton family's estate at Ryecroft, in 
Tong, from his mother's family, in 1775 and his Liberal 
sons became woolstaplers at Birstall and Leeds. His 
brother Francis married Elizabeth West of Bradford, 
by whom he had three sons; Matthew, his youngest 
child, was born on 8 July, 1813.' In his youth, Matthew 
was taught by the Rev. George Stringer Bull, who had 

1. A detailed pedigree of the Balme family is given by Wilfrid Robert-
shaw, in " The Settlement of Ryecroft, in Tong " (The Bradford 
Antiquary, N.S., VI, 28: August, 1936). 
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moved to Bierley in 1827 and who was to exercise a 
strong influence on his whole adult career. Instead of 
adopting his family's usual professions, he worked as 
a teacher and later in local government positions, as 
clerk of the Bolton Local Board and, from 1858, as 
registrar of births and deaths for Bolton, Eccieshill and 
Idle. Balme married Mary, daughter of Joshua Milner, 
a Bradford tailor, by whom he had a daughter, born 
in 1843. The family resided successively in Bridge 
Street, Deiph Hill, Ivy Cottage in Bolton and Blakehill 
Cottage in Idle.' But the principal work of Balme's 
life, which gained him brief recognition in the history 
books, was in connection with the movement for factory 
reform.' 

The Factory Movement was really born in Sep-
tember, 1830, when John Wood, the great Bradford 
Tory worsted spinner, converted Richard Oastler to the 
cause of legislative protection of child workers. The 
first "Short-Time Committees" were formed at 
Huddersfield and Leeds early in 1831 and a Bradford 
committee followed in April. Thereafter, the network 
of committees rapidly extended throughout the manu-
facturing districts; Michael Sadler became the Parlia-
mentary leader, the Movement adopted the demand for 
a ten hours working day and G. S. Bull gave his 
support in December.' 

As an early member of the Bradford committee, 
Balme played an active part in the campaigns of the 
eighteen-thirties, supporting Sadler and, after 1832, 

i Lord Ashley. Like many of his contemporaries n the 
Movement, he was a Tory and Anglican; and on Bull's 

2. W. Cudworth : Histories of Bolton and Bowling . . . (Bradford 
1891), 88; Bradford Observer, 27 August, 1884. 

3. " Alfred " (Samuel Kydd) : The History of the Factory Movement 
(London : 1857), II, 288, refers to Balme's energetic work; Philip 
Grant: The Ten Hours Bill (Manchester : 1866), 127, praises his " great 
intelligence, steady habits and persevering industry ". 

4. See my article " Sadler of Leeds : Christian Reformer " (The York 
Quarterly, Feb. 1958); Canon J, C, Gill; The Ten Hours Parson (Lon-
don : 1959). 
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recommendation, he was appointed superintendent of 
John Wood's factory school, which position he held for 
fourteen years. The first chairman of the Bradford 
committee was Joseph Woodhall and the first secretary 
John Hall, an overlooker at Wood's factory. In 1834, 
Charles Simons became chairman and by 1837, Squire 
Auty, the eccentric Tory publisher and Orangeman, was 
secretary. In 1838 Balme became the local secretary 
and from that time was an important leader of the 
Northern agitation. His first action was the prefer-
ment of a complaint against Messrs. Chapman and 
Lofthouse for overworking children against the terms 
of the 1833 Factory Act.' 

In the autumn of 1840, G. S. Bull, for several years 
the secretary and organiser of the Yorkshire Central 
Committee, left Bradford to assume a Birmingham 
charge. The congregation of his church of S. James 
presented a valedictory address in September and 
Balme was one of those who praised Bull's devoted 
work for Bradford and its working-classes.' The task 
of organising the Yorkshire factory reformers was 
assumed by Mark Crabtree, a rabid Radical and 
Chartist, who was soon succeeded by Balme. For a 
time, Joshua Pollard, a Tory iron-master, and Balme 
acted as chairman and secretary respectively of both 
the Yorkshire and Bradford committees; but Pollard 
handed over his Yorkshire position to John Rawson, a 
Radical manufacturer, in 1846, and Balme's Bradford 
work was undertaken by one Daniel Birkbeck. 

Balme's duties consisted of advising the local "Ten 
Hours Committees" throughout Yorkshire, correlating 
their reports and briefing the Parliamentary leaders of 
the Movement, Lord Ashley, John Fielden and William 
Busfeild Ferrand, the new Member for Knaresborough, 

5. MS. " To Messrs. Chapman and Lofthouse of Horton . . ." in the 
Scruton Collection, Bradford City Reference Library. 

6. S. James's Church, Meeting 01 the Congregation . . . (Bradford 
1840), 1-2, 
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who had been Bradford's Tory candidate in 1837. He 
was in close touch with Oastler, the Lancashire Central 
Committee, the Members for the Riding and John 
Hardy, the Conservative Member for Bradford. He 
organised election canvassing of candidates, on lines 
used by the local committee at each Bradford election 
since 1832, planned and circulated leaflets and petitions 
and generally acted as co-ordinator of the factory 
campaign. Ashley sent encouraging messages, though 
he could not visit Bradford during his Northern tour 
of 1841 .2 

In the early eighteen-forties, the immediate task of 
the Yorkshire reformers was to secure the release of 
Oastler, their "Factory King ", from his imprisonment 
for debt. Auty organised a large Bradford meeting in 
April, 1841, to raise money for Oastler's support and 
another meeting at the New Inn in September deputed 
Auty and Balme to call on Thomas Thornhill of Fixby 
Hall, Oastler's creditor and former employer; but 
Thornhill was adamant in demanding payment before 
release.' The factory reformers maintained contact 
with Oastler throughout his sojourn in the Fleet Prison 
and regular gatherings were held to collect gifts for his 
comfort. In the autumn of 1843, a great campaign was 
started to raise money to pay off the debts, which had 
been incurred in Oastler's factory reform work. Ferrand 
addressed a series of tumultuous meetings throughout 
the North, his second appearance being at Bradford on 
27 November, when he was supported by William 
Walker, the Rev. William Morgan, Pollard, Charles 
Walker and Balme. Auty represented Bradford on the 

7. See my article " The Life of W. B. Ferrand " (Harrogate Advertiser, 
29 Oct., 1955). 

S. Ashley to Balme, 18 Sept., 1841, to Pollard, 5 Aug., 1841. Ashley 
visited Manchester, Bolton, Ashton, Huddersfield and Leeds. Balme 
sent him an Address from Bradford supporters (Leeds Intelligmcer, 
7 Aug., 1841). 

9. Fleet Papers, I, 17 24 April, 1841 ; Leeds Intelligencei', 25 September, 
141. 
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central committee of the "Oastler Liberation Fund ".‚° 
In February, 1844, üastler was finally ransomed 

and the factory campaign was again resumed in earnest, 
to support Ashley's amendments to Graham's "Twelve 
Hours Bill ". On 5 March Pollard and Balme organised 
a public meeting in the Bradford Temperance Hall and 
other West Riding towns followed the lead. When 
Ashley's proposal was accepted, Balme immediately 
issued a circular rejoicing at the success; but after 
Parliament's strange volte-face later in the month, 
he called a meeting of Bradford overlookers to 
express "surprise and sorrow ". On 27 March a 
further Bradford meeting, attended by the Vicar, 
Dr Scoresby, Charles Walker, Dr Outhwaite and 
other clergy, manufacturers and merchants, again 
urged support for Ashley. Oastler himself addressed 
a vast outdoor meeting on 9 April, supported by 
Ferrand, Pollard, Auty and Walker. But Graham was 
successful and the agitation again subsided. In October 
Ashley made another Northern tour and stayed at 
Bradford with William Walker, Wood's partner, whose 
mill he eulogised: 

Order, cleanliness, decency, comfort, reciprocal affections 
prevail . . . 500 children, under thirteen years of age, are 
receiving daily the benefits and blessings of a bringing up 
in the fear and nurture of the Lord." 

He addressed meetings in the Exchange Buildings and 
Balme presented an Address.1' 

Balme remained active through 1845. In April, 
from his committee room in the New Inn, he organised 
widespread petitioning throughout the West Riding. 

10. Bradford Observer, 30 November, 1843; Leeds intelligencer, 25 Novern. 
ber, 1843. 

11. The Ten Hours Factory Question (6 March), Limitation o/ Factory 
Labour to Ten Hours per Day (21 March), The Ten Hours Bill (23 
March), Lord Ashley's Amendments on the Factory Bill (28 March), 
all leaflets printed in Bradford in 1844 and signed by Balme. Times, 
11 April, 1844; Bradford Observer, 17 Oct., 1844, and Lord Ashley's 
diary, 17 October (quoted in Sir Edwin Hodder: Life and Work oJ 
The 7th Earl of Shaftesbury, K. G. (London: 1886), II, 72). 

J 
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One of his favourite methods of arousing Yorkshire 
fervour was to challenge the County to emulate its 
neighbour: 

Lancashire," he wrote, is all alive to this important move-
ment and are (sic) sending petitions from every mill in that 
extensive district and from every department of workers in 
each mill. Shall it be said that Yorkshire, which has hitherto 
taken so active a part in this question, shall fail in the hour 
of trial? . . 

The Central Committee met every Friday to plan the 
campaign. But Ashley met with difficulties in Parlia-
ment and in June Balme and Henry Green, the 
Lancashire secretary, organised a delegate conference 
at Todmorden, where the committees decided to post-
pone their petitioning until Ashley judged the time 
propitious. Balme secured the support of William 
Cowper, Monckton Mimes, Sir George Grey, Viscount 
Howick and Viscount Palmerston in presenting the 
Yorkshire petitions already collected, in addition to old 
supporters like the Duke of Buckingham, Hardy, 
Ferrand, the Earl of March, Lord Mahon and Lord 
Wharncliffe. And when Ashley promised, on 12 
December, that he would re-introduce the Bill on "the 
very first night" possible, Balme immediately resumed 
his appeals, issuing large numbers of petition forms for 
operatives, clergy, Sunday Schools and public meetings; 
and in January, 1846, he appealed for funds to main-
tain the campaign. Again, he urged Yorkshire to 
follow Lancashire's work.12 

Further canvassing began soon after John Stuart-
Wortley, one of the West Riding Members, succeeded 
his father as second Lord Wharncliffe, late in 1845. 

12. The Ten Hours Bill (Balme leaflet, 1 April, 1845); The Ten Hours 
Factory 13111 (By Balme and Green, 31 May, 1845); Cowper to Balme, 
16 June, R. M. Mimes, 26 June, Palmerston, 3 July, Sir G. Grey and 
Howick, 4 July, 1845. The Balme Collection in Bradford City Refer-
ence Library also contains letters to Balme from Buckingham (22 April, 
1842), Hardy (5 May, 1842 and 12 May, 1846), March (12 June, 1842), 
Mahon (5 May, 1842) and Wharncliffe (10 June, 1842). Lord Ashley 
to Balme, 12 December, 1845. Balme circulars, December, 1845, and 

26 January, 1846. 
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Viscount Morpeth, the Whig candidate, was instantly 
memorialised by delegates of the Central Committee. 
He replied pleasantly but cautiously: 

I willingly promise to them the sympathy they request with 
so much propriety and forebearance of language for the whole 
Body which they represent, and for their condition in life. 
If I now re-enter Parliament, after the long interval of 
absence from its deliberations and without having had the 
many important questions connected with Factory Labour 
specially brought under my notice, I must reserve to myself 
entire freedom to deal with the propositions which may be 
submitted for adoption, but I shall bring to their consideration 
a keen feeling for the wants and wishes of the Working 
Classes and a resolute determination to do my duty towards 
them." 

He added little in reply to a further appeal from Balme, 
except advice to trust actions rather than "mere verbal 
expressions ". Despite strong efforts by Ferrand, 
Morpeth, backed by the strong battalions of the Anti-
Corn-Law League, was elected unopposed. Thereafter, 
relations between him and the reformers changed 
radically. In October, 1846, he wrote to Balme, in reply 
to a Bradford Address :13 

I have to express my regret that I have not found myself at 
liberty to comply with what it requires from me; a regret I 
do not feel the less, notwithstanding the very uncivil and 
intolerant tone in which the Committee have thought it fit 
to convey their sentiments." 

As hope rose again in 1846, Balme urged Yorkshire 
reformers to "show . . . Parliament that the People of 
this vast and influential Riding would never rest satis-
fied until this Bill became law ". He tried to persuade 
John Wood to resume an active part in the campaign, 
but Wood considered "any decided benefit" improb-
able while the Corn Law debates "engrossed general 
attention Ashley again toured the North in March, 
visiting Bradford on the 7th. Committee delegates, 
"moved almost to tears ", urged Dorset electors to 

13. Viscount Morpeth to delegates of West Riding Short Time Committee, 
3 January, 1846, and to Balme, 16 January and 9 October, 1846. 

14. Balme notice, 26 January, 1846; Wood to Balme, 21 February, 1846. 



224 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

re-elect Ashley, when he resigned after supporting the 
repeal of the Corn Laws; and they welcomed John 
Fielden as their new Parliamentary leader. But in May, 
despite strong Protectionist support, the Bill was again 
defeated. Morpeth opposed the reformers.15 

The defeat of 1846 was so narrow that reformers' 
hopes remained high. In October, West Riding dele-
gates met at Brighouse under John Rawson to plan an 
extensive campaign to support Fielden when he re-
introduced the proposal. Dr Scoresby formed a 
"Society for Bettering the Condition of Female 
Operatives ", which gained Morpeth's support but was 
condemned by reformers as it did not advocate the Ten 
Hours Bill. Oastler, though ill and weak, again roused 
the North, visiting Bradford on 13 November; and in 
December Northern delegates planned further meetings 
for 1847. Bradford reformers met regularly and in 
January, 1847, organised rallies throughout the district, 
aided by local Anglican clergymen. Balme was respon-
sible for a variety of meetings, for forwarding petitions 
and for planning strategy with the Lancashire com-
mittee. Each stage of the Bill's passage in Parliament 
was carefully watched and in March delegates met at 
Todmorden to thank supporters for the success in the 
Commons and to arrange backing for Lords Feversham 
and Ellesmere in the Lords. The proposal made by 
Balme headed the agenda; it recorded the Movement's 
thanks to God for His aid." Locally, helped by Dr 
Hook, the Vicar of Leeds, he visited C. T. Longley, 
the Bishop of Ripon, and secured his aid in the Lords 
debates.'7 In June the Bill finally passed and through 
the summer celebrations were held by Yorkshire 
supporters. 

15. Balme leaflet, 6 February, 1846; T/e Times, parsin?. 
16. Ten Hours Advocate, passim, and Leeds intelligencer and Bradford 

Observer. 

17. W. F. Hook to Balme, 7 and 12 April, 1847; Bishop of Ripon to Balme, 
6 April, 1847. Balme issued many leaflets during this period. 



MATTHEW BALME :FACTORY REFORMER 225 

Soon after the Act came into operation, complaints 
were made that its provisions were being avoided, 
especially by Liberal Lancashire masters. A new 
agitation developed under the Radical Tory Joseph 
Rayner Stephens and the Conservative sons of John 
Fielden. But in February, 1850, the reformers' hopes 
were dashed when the famous "Parke Judgment" 
declared the use of relays legal and thereby virtually 
destroyed the benefits secured by the Act. The Northern 
agitation reappeared under its old leaders, although 
unfortunately divided by Ashley's vacillation and ulti-
mate compromise. Balme revived his Central Com-
mittee, which met twice weekly at Hustler's Buildings 
in Leeds Road. His publications adopted the old tech-
nique: "Lancashire is all active in this eventful 
movement ", he wrote, "and Yorkshire (we feel con-
fident) will not be found wanting in this time of trial ". 
In May, he organised a Yorkshire delegate meeting at 
Bradford, where Lord John Manners was accepted as 
the new Parliamentary leader. Balme visited London 
as a delegate to canvass Parliamentary support and 
from Bradford he kept in close touch with Manners, 
who declared that "no exertion ought to be spared ". 
He also briefed the Bishop of Oxford and the Duke of 
Richmond; but Lord Feversham, a veteran supporter, 
warned that "several Peers who supported the Bll of 
1847 were . . . now opposed to the proposition of 58 
hours per week and preferred supporting the Govern-
ment measure "•lB Manners' attempt to restore a full 
Ten Hours Act failed and the reformers were obliged 
to accept a compromise Government measure.19 

Balme's work after 1850 was mainly concerned with 

18. Balme leaflets Ten Hours Act, February, 1850 and 10 June, 1850; 
Delegate Meeting at Bradford (printed report) ; Bradford Observer, 
13 June, 1850; Leeds Intelligencer, 15 June, 1850; Factories Bill 
(Baline paper, London, 10 July, 1850); Lord J. Manners to Balme, 
18 May, 10 June, 1850; Bishop of Oxford, 27 June, Richmond, 21 June, 
1850 to Balme; Feversharn to Balme, 21 June, 1850. 

19. The involved story of the controversy is detailed in my unpublished 
Ph.D. thesis, The Factory Movement, c. 1830-1850 (Cambridge: 1956). 

1 



226 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

his official positions. But he maintained contact with 
former acquaintances and tried to help his old friends. 
In 1847, his Committee had urged Lord John Russell to 
grant preferment to the impoverished Bull; Russell 
added Bull's name to his list, although "the claims 
upon him were numerous ". In 1868, Balme, Philip 
Grant of Manchester and Lord Shaftesbury urged 
Disraeli to promote Baker, "the active, able and 
meritorious Inspector of Factories ". Five years later, 
Baker offered Balme a souvenir gift in silver "within 
the compass of £10 ", to show his gratitude." In April, 
1863, the Yorkshire Central Committee decided to 
present a testimonial to Balme in appreciation of his 
long work and started to collect funds. Bull sent a 
donation and "all due respect to my old pupil at 
Bverley and afterwards my fellow labourer in the good 
work of youthful protection and instruction ". C. T. 
Longley, now Archbishop of Canterbury, recalling old 
days at Ripon, also subscribed, along with Dean Hook, 
now at Chichester, who thought Balme had "worked 
wisely and well and deserved a token of gratitude and 
respect ", Robert Baker, William Walker and Grant, 
the Lancashire secretary. The presentation was made 
at a large meeting, under Dr Burnet, the Vicar of 
Bradford, in the Commercial Inn, on 25 July.2' 

From 1861, Balme worked hard to collect funds for 
the Oastler Monument, which his friend W. E. Forster 
thought Bradford would value "as a work of art and 
as a memorial of a good man and a great cause ". The 
organisation of the inauguration ceremony in 1869 was 
largely in Balme's hands, though his inexplicable desire 
to invite the American Ambassador was gently dis-
couraged by Shaftesbury as being "out of place ". 

20. Hon. G. Keppel to Balme, 14 July, 1847; Lord Shaftesbury to 
Balme and Grant, 22 April, 1868; Robert Baker to Balme, 1 September, 
1873. 

21. G. S. Bull to Messrs. Dawson, Leech and McWeeney, 29 May, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to Dr Burnet, 3 June, Dr Hook to Dr Burnet, 
9 June, 1863. Leeds Intelliqencer, 2 May, 1 August, 1863. 
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Shaftesbury himself performed the ceremony with a 
moving speech, supported by a memorable tribute from 
Ferrand to the old "Factory King"; and many other 
Ten Hours Bill veterans were among the huge Bradford 
crow ds. Balme remained active in the cause of factory 
legislation, as a member of his friend William 
McWeeney's "Yorkshire Factory Acts Reform Asso-
ciation ", supporting Spencer Walpole's proposals in 
1867 and Mundella's Bill of 1873, on which he sent a 
memorandum to Gladstone. In 1873 he helped to 
organise subscriptions for a testimonial to Grant; and 
in 1883, on his seventieth birthday, another presenta-
tion was made to him by his Yorkshire friends. 

Balme regularly corresponded with his old asso-
ciates, but his circle was narrowing. Hardy had died 
in 1855, Oastler in 1861, Bull in 1864, Wood in 1871, 
Grant in 1880 and Rawson in 1881. "I fear that my 
zeal is far younger than my powers," Shaftesbury wrote 
in 1876. "I know not how I should now grapple with 
a 'Factory Question ."  Four years later he told Balme 
that 
"Almost all my old friends and fellow-workers in the Great 
Factory Conflict are gone to their rest. You were among 
the very earliest—and thank God that you remain . 

I feel comforted by your communication. I had begun to 
believe that Time and Trades Unions had obliterated me from 
the memory of the People of Lancashire and Yorkshire. They 
are not obliterated from mine." 

Balme died at Blakehill Cottage, Idle, on 26 August, 
1884. He had been "a much respected officer" of the 
Register Office for over twenty-five years, Somerset 
House informed his daughter. "I had a great respect 
and I will say affection for him," wrote Forster. "He 

22. .Balme's collecting book is in the Bradford Library. Forster, 7 
December, 1867, 15 February and 11. May, 1869, N. Newdegate, M.P., 
3 May, 1869, John Rand, 9 April, 1869, Lord Shaftesbury, 25 Sep-
tember, 1868, 18 February and 12 March, 1869 (all to Balme). Some 
100,000 people attended the ceremony on 15 May. 

23. Forster to Balme, 20 April, 1867; Lord F. Cavendish to Balme, 20 
June, 1873; A. J. Mundella to Balme, 12 April, 1873; Lord Harrowby 
to Balme, 31 December, 1873. 
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was devoted to the cause of the factory workers and 
never allowed personal considerations to induce him to 
forget or neglect its advocacy." Lord Shaftesbury, who 
had known him for fifty years, mournfully declared that 
he "was the last, or the last but one, of all my con-
temporaries and fellow-workers in the movement for 
Factory Legislation"; the Earl himself died in the 
following year. George Ackroyd published two poetic 
tributes. And then Matthew Balme's long record of 
humanitarian service was forgotten. 

24. Shaftesbury to Balme, 11 February, 1876, 13 September, 1880; W. Clode 
to Miss Balme, 3 September, 1884, Forster, 4 December, Shaftesbury, 
28 August, 1884. G. Ackroyd : In Memoriam and On Visting the Grave 
of Matthew Balme . . . 1886. 

25. This article is largely based on material in the Balme collection and 
other collections in the Bradford City Reference Library, the Oastler 
collection in London University Library and papers in Leeds and 
Huddersfield libraries. I am greatly indebted to the librarians and staffs 
who aided my research. 



FISHING DISPUTES AT 

MALHAM TARN 

BY THE REV. JOHN M. PRESTON, M.A. 

S URVEYED casually the waters of Maiham Tarn 
today look quiet enough, but their history is 
one of disputed ownership and disturbance. 

Without fear of poetic exaggeration, it might be possible 
to call this little lake 'the jewel of the Craven high-
lands'. No poet such as Gray or Wordsworth ever 
brought Maiham Tarn into verse or publicity. Visited 
now by few except casual sightseers and walkers, the 
lonely brown lake has a remote and scenic appeal, 
lying, as it does, high above Gordale Scar and Maiham 
Cove, surrounded by acres of peat and haunted by the 
cry of curlews. So comparatively near to cities yet 
unharnessed by man, it comes as something of a sur-
prise to learn that in the seventeenth century the tarn 
was the cause of acrimonious dispute. 

Approaching from the south, through Malham-. 
dale, the traveller comes up the pleasant valley to the 
craggy and impressive façade of Gordale Scar, and 
the awe-inspiring backdrop of Malham Cove. High 
above and well behind this, Maiham Tarn lies at a 
height of some 1,300 feet. Because of its remoteness 
from human tracks and habitations, from cars and 
cafés, the lake has become a rendezvous of wild birds, 
who discover good fare in the fish which exist in the 
tarn.' Yet the tarn has a further claim to recognition, 
in that it is in this area that the infant Aire springs 
into being, before flowing south and east through the 
pastures of Malhamdale itself, to acquaint itself with 
industrial Yorkshire, and finally to plunge, begrimed 
and wiser, into the sea. 

There is little to suggest to the incurious, as the 
eye wanders over the wind-flecked water, that the tarn 
has been the source of human conflict. Before the 
Reformation, along with other considerable lands in 

L In former times the lake was alternatively known as " Mawe-water ", 
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the vicinity, the tarn was in fact part of the possessions 
of Fountains Abbey. At the Dissolution of the Monas-
teries in the reign of Henry VIII the tarn and other 
properties in Malhamdale and Littondale passed to the 
Crown. Later they were added to the already large 
estate of the Clifford family of Craven. A yearly rent 
charge was reserved to the Crown, and an existing 
memorandum illustrates the fact :-

1607, Nov. 11. The tenths of Littondale, Maiham, Maiham 
Water Tarn with other parcels late of the Monasterie, 
Fontane, due for a whole year ended : 711. ixs. iiiid. 

And for Tarnbrook and other parecels: xiiis. iiiid. ob."2 
The Cistercians were good farmers and landlords. 

Waterfowl and fish frequented the lake in the seven-
teenth century, and there is little reason to believe that 
this was not also the case in the mediaeval period. What 
more likely than that the monks of Fountains Abbey 
were well aware of the resources of the lake, that they 
stocked the tarn with fish, and that the water was sub-
sequently fished by monks and bailiff, the catch itself 
being taken to the Abbey. Fish itself was a valued 
part of monastic diet. 

It is in the clear and colder light of the seventeenth 
century that the history of the tarn emerges into the 
light of day. It is clear from evidence that the fish 
was caught with nets for use at Skipton Castle, or 
despatched to Bickerton and Londesborough, residences 
of the Clifford family in the north. At Skipton Castle, 
the personality of one Stephen Taylor looms up, the 
trusted servant of George, Earl of Cumberland. He 
was Steward of the Castle and also of the Earl's estate 
in Craven.3 

2. I am indebted to my father, the late W. E. Preston, for the material 
upon which this article is based, and which he discovered in his 
researches into the manuscripts which lie in Skipton Castle. 

3. Further mention of the colourful and picturesque character of this 
privateering Earl, who spent much time and invested his fortune in ships 
to prowl the Spanish Main, is to be found in The Expansion of 
Elizabethan England, by A. L. Rowse, 1955, pp. 42, 270, 292-3, 295-6, 
319. See also his life, George, Third Earl of Cumberland, 1558-1605, 
pp. 78-9, by G. C, Williamson, 
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Otherwise described as "Receivor of his Lordships 
uses of money ", Taylor kept careful and methodical 
record in account books of money taken from the estate 
and of payments made, a volume for each year.' Here 
are entries which refer to Maiham Tarn and make it 
quite clear that in this century at least, the tarn was 
valued as a reservoir of fish. Part of the Steward's 
duties was to sanction fishing and to direct the persons 
usually employed at the Castle to undertake the task. 
An entry runs:' 

30 March, 1613. To Thomas Fisher and Henry Hardin us. 
over xiis. paid them before an account. And is in full dis-
charge of all such fish as they have gotten at Mawater and 
elsewhere for the Judgs and Commissioners having been there 
several times at the Tame and getting in all pearch and 
troote lx fish . . . us." 

It is the justices and the Commissioners staying at 
the Castle who now savour the fish, and not the monks 
and the wayfarers at the board at Fountains. Appar-
ently the justices and Commissioners were the guests 
of George, Earl of Cumberland now at Skipton Castle, 
and were entertained there from time to time. More 
often than not, it seems the Earl was absent on the 
occasion of their visits, either on seafaring occasions or 
affairs of State. 

In the absence of the Earl, the duty of entertaining 
the guests devolved upon the Steward. There was a 
heavy bill of fare, and justice must have been hungry 
work. Meats, fowl, game, fish and other delicacies were 
provided. Provision of wines and beer was on a 
generous scale. Kitchens and wine cellars were fre-
quently restocked by focal tradesmen, whose mainstay 
in business must have been the Castle patronage. Food 
and wine was bought by one 'Goodgion' who is fre-
quently mentioned as "Kaiter Goodgion ". In the 

4. Unfortunately three complete volumes only have survived, apart from 
the fragments of other volumes. 

5. Account Books of the Steward. Skipton Castle MSS. 
6. The word 'kaiter ' seems obviously to imply "caterer  

.' 
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purchase of these supplies it seems clear that the rela-
tives and friends of 'Kaiter Goodgion' were not over-
looked. Vintner Goodgion was no doubt a very good 
judge of the quality of wines, and was probably 
extremely appreciative of the Castle's custom that when 
he bills were presented they should be promptly paid. 

It is difficult to identify all the judges who were the 
recipients of all this hospitality. Perhaps they were 
the itinerant justices of the Assize. The Commissioners, 
however, were a body of local gentlemen of some stand-
ing in the area, who were nominated by the successive 
Earls of Cumberland in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries to deal with the important matters which arose 
out of the administration of the estates in Craven. They 
held court in Skipton Castle where local affairs were 
dealt with; when new leases of property were granted, 
fines on entry and rents fixed, complaints of tenants 
were heard, and other incidents arising out of the 
management of a great estate were heard. But between 
these visits or during the absence of the Earl, there 
was little life or activity in the Castle. Many of the 
servants were dismissed. Others who could not be so 
dispensed with found accommodation in the town of 
Skipton, and received during this time of displacement 
what were known as "board wages ". 

The Earl himself seems rarely to have been present 
on these occasions, but his principal officers were there 
to give a general oversight to the proceedings. The 
Courts continued for several days at a time, and the 
Commissioners resided in the Castle during the pro-
ceedings. 

There were, however, other visitors of note to 
Skipton in these times. The eminent antiquarians and 
topographers, Harrison, Leland and Camden, were 
among those who paid a visit. In his History of 
Skipton, Dawson refers to the observations of these 
writers which they made on their visits. Although 
Harrison provides little comment he furnished an early 
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reference to the town in 1577. "The Air or Arre ", he 
observes, "rises out of a lake or Tarn south of Darn-
brooke, wherein (as I heare) is none other fish but red 
trowt and perch ". This remark sheds light on the 
memoranda of Taylor, the Steward at the time. 
His entry runs :— 

Payd the 21 May 1613 to Henr Hardin for his charges at 
Mawewater to get pearche for Sir Wm Craven: xviiid. 
Payd the 16 June to Henr Hardin for his charges going to 
Mawewater to fish by Mr Steward's appointment: xviiid. 
Payd the 19 June 1613 to Henr Hardin more for his charges 
going to Bickerton and Londesboro with perches: xiid." 

Modern freezing methods in the hold of a deep-sea 
trawler make possible the consumption of fish caught 
in Newfoundland in Europe, days later. It seems clear 
here that a variety of fish was caught in the tarn, since 
the following are mentioned: trout, perch, picqerells,7 
cheavones, roach, oomberes, eels. How then were the 
fish caught? What methods were employed to ensure 
that the fish stayed fresh in the long interval that must 
have elapsed between their being caught, and their 
delivery to places as far distant as Bickerton and 
Londesboro? This delivery must have taken place at 
times in warm weather. Nets were obviously the means 
by which the fishing was conducted, and it seems 
impossible to believe that the catch could remain in any 
fresh condition unless it was transported alive in 
wooden butts or tanks, containing fresh water. 

Nor is there any suggestion that the tarn was the 
sort of spot where Izaak Walton and his modern 
counterparts could find a spot for quiet sport. Evidence 
seems to point to the fact that angling as we know it 
was far from the minds of the owners of Maiham Tarn. 
The lake was a place where food could be obtained 
and that was all there was to it. In 1616, one finds 
the Steward's words 

" Mr Greenacres man came to the castle for his masters fishing 

7. These seem to be young or small pike. 

o 
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nets which had been lent by my Lord the last year for 
fishing with at Mawewater Tame." 

The frequent use of the net in dragging for fish seems 
to have provided a much more efficient method and 
satisfactory result when quantity of fish was the chief 
consideration. 

Later material throws a different light on the 
history of the Tarn. Little documentary evidence exists 
which can cover the history of the tarn in the latter 
half of the seventeenth century. Maybe it is lacking; 
or at least lying undiscovered in other places which 
were the abode of the Earls of Clifford. Later disputes 
which arise over the ownership of the tarn seem to 
have their origin in these years. The Earl of Thanet 
is mentioned as the owner. Yet the times were un-
settled by the Civil War and the sweeping changes 
which ensued. Irregular claims to fishing rights and 
ownership, offered by certain individuals, do not appear 
until the time of the Restoration. It is after 1660 that 
these disputes are discovered. 

Perhaps until the time of the Restoration, the 
fishing in the tarn was free. Or at least some licence 
may have been permitted, and little discoverable excep-
tion seems to have been taken to the elusive dalesmen 
who may have helped themselves. Maybe the difficulty 
of watching the tarn provides a correct solution. Yet 
in 1687, there is a sharp note discovered in the over-
sight of the tarn. In a document which is signed by 
"James Finch" and "Willm Bankes" it is asserted that 
following an order from the Earl of Thanet, they did 
"enter upon and take possession of one Tame or 
Standing Water called Maiham Tame ", for the use of 
the Earl of Thanet. There is a sharp warning to any 
poachers who are tempted to try their hand at fishing 
on the sly. One "Pickhaver ", a resident who lives 
the nearest to the tarn, is enjoined to warn anyone who 
has a mind to "resort" to the tarn with a mind to 
fishing there. On no account is it to be permitted. 
Those rash enough to make the attempt will answer to 

r 
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the Earl himself if caught. Already the shadow of 
the eighteenth century Game Laws falls over the scene. 

There were other intruders, and they do not seem 
to have been so easily dismayed. Perhaps the memory 
of custom was too strong. In 1687, there is a statement 
made by one "Nicholas Goodgion "8 of Skipton to the 
effect that he had discovered a boat upon the tarn. He 
had been ordered by "the Right Honourable Anne late 
Countesse of Pembroke" to destroy it there and then. 
"I did cutt the same in pieces ", adds the efficient 
Goodgion. In addition he confirmed it as his belief 
that the tarn was the property of "the Right Honorable 
Thomas Earl of Thanet ", and that in his memory the 
lake had always been reputed to belong to Skipton 
Castle. The ownership seems to have been disputed. 
Direct action, it seems, was the quickest way to deal 
with intruding boats their owners left behind. 

Only ten years passed before there was further 
incident. Although "Nicholas Goodgion" and his 
fellows might be prepared to swear that they had heard 
always that the lake belonged to the Earl of Thanet, 
others were not so sure of the fact. This time the 
intrusion does not seem to be assuming the form of 
trespass alone, but of a deliberate attempt to deal with 
the tarn itself. The lake is clearly in the possession 
of the Earl of Thanet. In a statement made before 
witnesses in 1697, the Steward of the day, "Christopher 
Grandorge" of Skipton makes it clear that there existed 
some with designs upon the water. Under an order 
which he had received from the Earl of Thanet, the 
Steward had on July 19, 1697, made "clayme" and 
did "enter into and take possession of one Tame or 
Standing Water called and knowne by ye name Qf 
Maiham Tame alias Mawme-water Tame in ye name 
and for ye use of ye sd Earle ". He asserted that the 
lake with royalties in the region, belonged to Skipton 
Castle. Yet he had discovered three men at work 

S. Skipton Castle MSS. 
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making a passage by digging a trench to drain the 
tarn. When he questioned them, they replied that what 
they did was upon the orders of "John Lambert of 
Calton, Esquire ". On enquiring their names he found 
them to be called "John Dixon" and "Richard Green-
bank" of "Bordely Moore" and "John Fletcher" of 
"Malham ". He warned them to desist from this work, 
and that they fished in the tarn at their own peril. Not 
content, he followed up his action by informing 
"George Jagger" and "Robert Pickhaven" (" who 
are next resident and dwell nere the sd Tarn ") of what 
had occurred, and that they should warn everyone who 
might be tempted in the same way, of the consequences. 
Anyone so rash and stubborn as to attempt to fish 
without permission, would answer for it to the Earl of 
Thanet in person. 

The matter was almost concluded. "I seeing ye 
sd John Lambert upon the same day did in ye name of 
ye sd Earle give him a personall discharge from fishing 
in ye sd Tame or going on with this sd worke in order 
to drain it." 

There is no suggestion of violence. No heads it 
seems were broken over the ownership of the lake, or 
its fishing rights. But the history of Maiham Tarn 
shows that in time past it may have been the object of 
more attention than today. Despite the questioned 
ownership and the unwritten assumption that a man 
had a right to as much fishing as he could get away 
with (for which the absentee ownership of the Castle 
may have been partly responsible) it seems the lords 
of Skipton Castle were as well served by their stewards 
as their tables were served with fish caught in Malham 
Tarn. 



NOTES ON THE RESTORATION AND 

EXTENSION OF BRADFORD CATHEDRAL, 

1951-1960 

BY A. E. SIMPSON 

B RADFORD Cathedral has been restored and 
extended several times in the past, but never 
on such a large scale as the operation now in 

hand. It had been known for many years that a major 
building and restoration scheme would have to be 
undertaken, due chiefly to the bad state of the chancel. 
Prior to the last war the matter was discussed and an 
eminent architect, Sir Edward Maufe, R.A., was con-
sulted. The war delayed the scheme but his plans were 
accepted and work started in 1951. The architect has 
not tried to copy the old architecture, yet his design 
does not clash with the old building. Every effort has 
been made to keep the old parts of the structure. 

The first stage was the building of a Song Room, 
on the north side of the tower, together with a robing 
room and other accommodation for the choir. To 
prepare the foundations for this building it was neces-
sary to remove 213 human remains. Most of these were 
buried fairly deep, for the earth had been deposited on 
the top of the old graves, when the Post Office was 
built. When the earth had been removed from the 
graves, chiefly vaults, to a depth of twenty feet, an old 
cart track was discovered, leading down to a lower level. 
It was too steep for everyday use, and as there is a very 
rocky escarpment here it was probably used for hauling 
up the stone for the present building; it is known that 
the stone was quarried on the site and on the opposite 
side of Church Bank. The old "Bone House" at the 
foot of the north side of the tower was removed as it 
was past repair, but its old doorway, dated 1681 and 
bearing churchwardens' names, John Greenwood and 
Josiah Niccol, was rebuilt and made the entrance to the 
Song Room, Whilst excavating, it was found that the 
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tower had no foundations and new foundations have 
been inserted under the walls on the north and south 
sides. 

The foundation stone of the Song Room and north 
wing was laid by H.R.H. The Princess Royal on May 
16, 1953, and was ready for use in June, 1955. The 
enrichment of the ceiling of the Song Room consists of 
heraldically treated panels—partly painted and partly 
silver leaf—representing the Arms of the Province of 
York and of the See of Bradford, interchanged with 
musical instruments representative of the musical life 
of the Church from early times. The studies for these 
instruments—and the music—were taken from manu-
scripts and originals in the British Museum. They 
include examples of Lutes, Guitar Fiddles and a porta-
tive Organ from the fifteenth century: a Clavicord, a 
Flute-a-bec, a Curved Horn, a Cornet, a Tabor and a 
Descant-Viola-da-Gamba from the sixteenth century: 
a Trumpet, Alto Bombard, Hunting Horn and Tenor-
Viola-da-Gamba from the late seventeenth and eight-
eenth centuries: while a Lyre, a Tenor Tuba and a 
Natural Horn represent the nineteenth century. 

The second stage was the south wing of the tower. 
This was started in 1955 and the foundation stone was 
laid by James Herbert Shaw, Esq., J.P., Chairman of 
the Appeal Committee, on November 3, 1956. This 
wing consists of vestries and offices, and is, therefore, 
an administrative block. On this side it was necessary 
to remove 439 human remains. Here the graves were 
quite different, only two brick graves being found and 
no vaults at all. Many of the remains were in hollows, 
hewn out of the solid rock. No jewellery was found, 
but one man had his clay pipe, filled with tobacco, 
buried alongside him and a small girl had a string of 
very old glass beads, blue and white, round her neck. 
The remains could not be identified, for the stones 
above had been moved from other places, probably 
when Church Bank was made. There were some six 
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copper name plates, but, except in three cases, the 
names were not legible; these were buried again where 
they were found. All the remains have been reverently 
cremated: those from the north side have been placed 
under a stone slab near the north door, and those from 
the south side near the south door. They are all within 
a few yards of their original burial place. 

The two new wings to the tower have been built 
and bonded into the building in such a way as to 
support the old tower; this will, without doubt, have 
strengthened it and prolonged its life. Whilst making 
the foundations for the two staircases leading from the 
wings into the church the "Jowett" vault was found 
in the north-west corner of the Cathedral: this con-
tained many of the Jowetts of Clockhouse. The 
"Sclater" tomb was found at the foot of the south-east 
column of the tower. There is a Sclater memorial tablet 
on the west pier of the south arcade which reads :-

Michael Sclater died 1782 
His wife Isabella 1773 and that they and four 
of their sons and three of their daughters are 
interred near this tablet." 

The tomb is within two yards of the tablet and only 
about two feet below the ground. 

The third stage was to build the Lantern Tower 
and North and South Choir Aisles. The choir stalls 
will be within the tower and most of the organ in a 
chamber on the left, the console of the organ being in a 
gallery on the right and part of the organ at the back 
of the Cathedral. To begin work on this part of the 
building it was necessary to demolish the chancel, the 
worst part of the structure. The roof was in a bad state 
when it was taken down, some of the beams being 
decayed three-quarters of their thickness. Two of the 
arches collapsed and with them the south side of the 
choir. The base of an old fifteenth century cross outside 
the chancel arch has been kept. It has always been said 
that the chancel contained the tombs of many priests, 
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both pre-Reformation and post-Reformation. When 
excavations began one would have expected to come 
across these tombs but such was not the case. The 
floor of the Leaventhorpe Chapel was removed and 
although this was a Chantry Chapel, only three lead 
coffins were found, about two feet below the surface: 
beneath was virgin earth. Although a Chantry, no one 
had been interred in the chapel prior to 1800. The 
three people buried in the chapel were 

John Hill, M.D., November 10th, 1805, 

John Hill, 1815. aged 81 years of Thornton. 

Dorothy Hudson, 1814. 
The Hill family bought part of the Leaventhorpe 
estate. 

One would also have expected to find the remains 
of Sir Richard Tempest in the Boiling Chapel, for in his 
will he gave instructions for his remains to be buried 
in this place. Again, it must be remembered that this 
was a Chantry. No such remains were found; but one 
must not forget that in 1615 the Bolling Chapel 
collapsed and had to be rebuilt. The builders at that 
time must have removed any remains, for on excavating 
only three lead coffins were discovered. Two could 
not be identified, but close to them was Margaret, 
daughter of Thomas and Mary Mason, 1829; so they 
may be the remains of her parents. The earth below 
the chapel has evidently been disturbed many times. 
The Boiling Chapel collapsed because of movement of 
the chancel. The seventeenth century builders placed 
some wedge-shaped large stones under the floor of the 
chapel, making a shoring for the south pier of the 
chancel arch: a clever piece of work which has not 
been disturbed. 

There is no record of the exact size of the chancel 
of the second church, but during the demolition all the 
burnt stones of the foundations of this church were 
found under the east window and the north and south 



FRAGMENT OF SAXON CROSS SCULPTURED 

BRADFORD CATHEDRAL 



BRADFORD CATHEDRAL, 1951-1960 241 

walls of the choir. The old chancel must have been of 
the same size as the one recently demolished. After 
the church was burnt down in 1327 the foundations 
apparently remained for some years: then they were 
used for the third building. The stones were red and 
baked, as if they had been in great heat. 

The old "Priest's Squint" in the north wall was 
found to be built of rubble and could not be moved; 
therefore, a new one, of the same size and shape, is being 
built in the new wall. It was a surprise to find a second 
"squint", near the other, looking down into the church, 
through the Leaventhorpe Chapel. This was a shade 
wider than the "Priest's Squint" and was 'grilled'. 

Whilst removing the old east side of the Leaven-
thorpe Chapel, under the place of the priest's chamber, 
two stones were found, one a piece of a Saxon Cross, 
probably belonging the first church, and the other, a 
stone obviously from a doorway, with "sheep shears" 
crudely carved on it. This must have come from the 
second church and may have been the doorway to a 
guild chapel connected with the wool trade. 

The chancel roof had some fine wood-carvings, 
some of them badly decayed, but the bosses, many 
grotesque, were in excellent condition and have been 
retained. They will not, however, be placed in the 
new chancel. 

On excavating in the chancel, it was obvious the 
floor had been raised far above its original level. If 
any vaults are there they must be well below the 
surface: it has not been necessary to dig to a great 
depth in the chancel. Grave slabs were laid immedi-
ately under the High Altar, but they all related to 
ordinary persons. A number of lead coffins were found 
under the altar rails, but it has not yet been possible 
to examine these. In the chancel, in a brick channel 
built up the centre, was an elaborately carved wood 
coffin with remains of Henry Wood, died 1810, then to 
one side was that of Mary Bacon, 1853, and in the centre 
a grave of unidentified remains, 
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William Rhodes, who built most of the present 
church, and Bradgate Ferrand, both Vicars of Brad-
ford, were buried in the chancel but no trace of them 
has been found. They may be buried underneath the 
other graves. 

Great care has been taken to restore the very old 
wall in the back of the Leaventhorpe Chapel. It has 
been carefully pointed and the original Leaventhorpe 
Chapel doorway is to be used as the entrance to the 
sacristy, which will have on one of its walls part of the 
old reredos which was so much admired. When the 
organ was removed for rebuilding a small silver plate 
was found on one pipe, which recorded that it was 
presented by Walter Pickering and that the note of the 
pipe was the lowest one he was able to sing. 

The new Lantern Tower has been built in a way to 
support the stress of the north and south arcades, thus 
strengthening them. 

The third stage will be completed towards the end 
of 1960. The fourth stage, the completion of the 
chancel, should be ready in 1963. The Chapter House, 
Baptistry, West Porch, South Porch, St Aidan's Chapel 
and the extension of the South Aisle will still need to be 
done and a probable date for completion may be 1969. 



SIR RICHARD SHIREBURN'S 

ESHOLT IRONWORKS 

BY B. G. AWTY, B.A. 

THE economic expansion which commenced in 
Tudor times and lasted until the Civil Wars is 
now often referred to as the first industrial 

revolution. In his Rise of the British Coal Industry 
J. U. Nef showed how important this period was for 
the growth of the coal trade. The development of 
other basic industries, and especially iron, was scarcely 
less spectacular. The blast furnace had been intro-
duced from the continent by the 1490s. During the 
hundred years following 1540 it spread from Sussex 
to most parts of the British Isles, reaching the Bradford 
area in 1592, when Thomas Proctor built an unsuccess-
ful furnace at Shipley.' But the adoption of the furnace 
was an expensive innovation. It produced a highly 
carburized cast iron which needed extensive refining 
before it could be marketed. Consequently the 
bloomery method of smelting was not immediately 
abandoned. This very ancient process yielded a very 
excellent quality iron at a relatively low cost, and for 
a comparatively small capital outlay. Its chief defects 
were its small output and its wastefulness. Smelting at 
a low temperature, the bloomery extracted less than 
half the iron content of the ore. But its use lingered 
on into the second half of the eighteenth century, and 
earlier it had played its part in the growth of the 
industry. Whilst the demand for iron was probably 
increasing during most of the sixteenth century, the 
dissolution of the monasteries, besides having an 
invigorating effect on the economy as a whole, put 
large potential stocks of charcoal at the disposal of 
Henry Viii's favourites, and such of the ancient 
nobility as acquired former monastic lands. We know 
that the very meagre returns obtainable from the sale 

1. Details of this enterprise can be found in Baildon and the Baildons, by 
W. P. Baildon, vol. II, pp. 235 and 240. 
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of wood prompted the earl of Shrewsbury to build 
Shifnal furnace in Shropshire, in order to make use of 
the wood in the form of charcoal. So it is not surpris-
ing that Sir Richard Shireburn should quickly have 
had bloomeries erected in the well-wooded manor of 
West Esholt with Guiseley, which he bought from Sir 
John Constable in 1567. 

Sir Richard Shireburn (1526-1594) was one of 
the outstanding personalities of the north of England. 
His ancestry can be traced back in Lancashire to the 
middle of the thirteenth century. His father, Thomas, 
was governor of the Isle of Man, and, in 1535, the year 
before his death, sheriff of Lancashire. Richard Shire-
burn took part in Seymour's campaign against the 
Scots and was knighted at Leith at the age of twenty-
one for his valour. Further honours quickly followed. 
Before he was thirty he had represented Preston, 
Liverpool and the county in Parliament. In 1556 he 
was made master forester of Bowland, whilst at the 
time of his death he was steward of the royal manor 
of Slaidburn, lieutenant of the Isle of Man and a deputy 
lieutenant of Lancashire. In addition he was an active 
magistrate and served on a great many royal com-
missions, was steward of many of the earl of Derby's 
large estates, and when Elizabeth I appointed the earl 
her ambassador to France, Shireburn was only pre-
vented through illness from accompanying him. His 
energetic and thoroughly useful life, his outward con-
formity with requirements of Elizabethan ecclesiastical 
legislation, and possibly his friendship with the 
powerful earl of Derby, helped to preserve him from 
the official disfavour which was the lot of less fortunate 
adherents of the old religion. 

Amid these numerous activities it might well be 
imagined that Shireburn would have little time to spare 
for developing his own estates, and would have used 
their revenue to finance his public life. But this was 
very far from being the case. Few sixteenth century 
manuscripts speak more clearly of diligence and 

lwu 
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methodical care than the two volumes in which he 
entered with his own hand the accounts of his estates 
and household. Much of his success both as a land-
owner and as a man of affairs may be attributed to this 
preoccupation with the minutiae of business, which 
many a less prudent man would have left to the not so 
scrupulous care of a steward. Shireburn was able to 
more than double his patrimony, carefully ploughing 
back profits into purchase and development, and only 
towards the end of a highly successful career under-
taking the building of Stonyhurst, for which he is 
chiefly remembered. 

The fine by which he had his purchase of Esholt 
confirmed mentions both a water mill and a fulling 
mill. The fulling mill would certainly be water driven 
and it may be assumed that the other water mill was 
for corn. The fine was levied in Easter term 1567, and 
early in the following year Shireburn made a survey 
of his lands. In this he noted "one strengharthe and 
2 blome harthes for makyng of irene, to wyche there 
ys 200 acres of wood belongyng valoed to be yerely 
worthe 1201i., over gret tymber worthe l,5001i." The 
water mills are not mentioned. Later in the book 
comes an entry of several pages running as follows; 

The order and charge of makyng of irene stone 
at my maner of Eshohelde in the countie of Yorke 
as folowes takyn there the 8 day of Februarii 
anno regni Elezabethe Regine etc. disimo (1567[/8]) 

Colyeres Fyrst John Wayed and Crystofor Wayde 
colyeres agreed to have for a yeres 
wage apesse 13s. 4d. and to begyne 
at medde-Aprelle next to falle the 
underwood and ockes and saplynges; 
fallyne to cotte asse myche of 
the sayd ockes and saplynges as 
shalbe aponted to be coled,2 and 

. (Joled = made into charcoal. In the original manuscript Roman 
numerals are used throughout except for dates. The letters between 
square brackets have been added to make the meaning of some words 
clearer. 
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to loppe alle ockes and saplynges that 
shall be left standyng. And for the 
loppyng thereof apesse shalle 
have a d. or elles have tham 
lopped to thare handes, and there-
of to colle 160 dosson of yard 
colle in the yere, that ys auther 
of tham 80 dousson of colle, that 
is for everye dousson' 3s. 4d., and 
everye dousson is 12 quarter of colle 
and the quarter ys a horsselode of 
colle put into banesteres of wood 
by the foresayd colyeres, wyche 
banesteres ys a quarter of colle, 
and the quarter is a seame and the 
seme ys 8 bussheli, and one smythe most 
have one coieyer more that most burne 
80 dusson of colle; that comes to 141i. 

Item. I most fynde a horsse to car[ry]e the 
sayd colle from the plasse where het 
ys coiled to the smethe and a mane 
for that purpes, wyche man and 
horsse wyli cost in the yere to 
be hired 71i. 

stone gettyng 
ledyng and to the 
iorde for the same 
in one yere 

Item. For iren stone to the lorde of the 
so[i]ie for everye lode wyche ys 6 
kettes 3d., and to the getteres for a 
lode 12d. and for carege of a lode 
8 mylles 18d.-2s. 9d. and a 
lode and a halife wyche ys 9 
kettes wyll be a blome,3 and one 
smythe wylie make in the yere 
everye warke day a blome throwe 
the yere at lest. That comes to 
288 dayes 288 blomes of 
irene, wyche comes in irene stone 
for so many dayes 432 lode of 
stone after the rat[e] aforesayd. Comes 
just to the some of 591i. 8s. 

281i. 

141i. 

591i. 8s. 

3. Henrie Wyley confessed the same. This and the following note are Sir 
Richard Shireburn's interliiì'eated addition, 
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to the makeres Item. Harre Wylie blowmer 
of irene for thar for wage cartane 20s. and a levere cotte lOs. 
wages in the yere and 2 ky [n] e gate wynter and 

somer mette 20s. and for evere 
blome in the blome harthe 7d., and 
helpyng the smythe in the strynge-
harthe 7d. and for the smythe 
20s. wage and a levere cotte lOs. and 
for evere blome in the stryng- 311i. 12s. 
harthe 9d. wyche ys in the yere 
288 blomes at 9d. the blome, 
so the the charge hereof in a yere 
311i. 12s. That to the blomer and for 
helpyng to cotte in the stryng harthe 
14d. a blome with hys fore wage 
1911. 6s. and the smythe with hys 
fore wage and 9d. a blome comes 
121i. 6s. 

Summa totalis of the 
foresayd charges 1401i. 

Irene mayed Item. Of the foresayd charges in a 
yere there wyll be mayed 288 
blomes of irene, evere blome worthe 2301i. 8s. 
at smythe dore 16s.—that comes 
to in the hofle 2301i. 8s. 

colle Item. 10 quarter or 10 seame of colle wyll burne 
a blome of irene,4 that ys to saye 
80 dusson of colle wyll burne 
96 blomes of irene, that ys 
20 dousson colle 24 blomes of 
irene. The dusson ys 12 seme or 12 
quarter alle one mesuer so that 
3 colyeres wyll burne 12 score 
dousson colle in the yere, wyche 
240 dusson wyll burne 288 
blome of irene, that ys, to a blo-
me, of colle 10 quarter or seme. 

Summa of the 
charges in 
makyng irene as 
is aforesayde 1401i. 

4. Henrie Wylle contessee a dosson wjlle serve to blome and 2 seame wl,'lle 
/ne. 
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The irene therewith 
mayed comes to 2301i. 
8s., so charge 
and deschar-
ge ciere by the same 
smythe in the yere 901i. 8s. 

Nota. The wood in Eshohoide ys 160 acres and is thought 
wylie serve the foresayd smythe 12 accres 
in the yere, wyche there wyli last 13 
yeres and more with lope and underwood and ockes 
that ys not good to tember. The ockes and 1841i. 
saplynges lekened to be fallen 40 in an aker 
worthe in 12 acres 480 tresse, everye tree one 
with another 6s. 8d.-16011. The barke worth 
12d. a tre-241i., so tember and barke 

Coile wood Item. Het ys thought that 3 ioued of 
woode wyil make a dusson of coiie 
and that dousson wyil burne a 
blome and fyne, and towe seine to spare,5 and 
the lorde hathe for a dousson 3s. 
That ys in the yere for one smy- 361i. 
the 240 dusson, to the lorde in 
mone[y] after the sayd rate, 36/i., and 
by thys counte there shoide be 
720 lordes [sic] of woode, that ys in 
the yere 12 acres and 60 lode of wood 
in everye acre. 

These accounts may be summarized as follows: 
ii. s. d. 

Charcoal 3 colliers' wages at 13s. 4d. per annum .... 2 0 0 
Coaling 240 dozen coles at 3s. 4d. per dozen 40 0 0 
1 horse and man to cart charcoal per annum 7 0 0 

Total cost of charcoal 49 0 0 

Iron ore Royalty to the lord-432 loads at 3d. per load 5 8 0 
Miners' wages 432 loads at is. per load .... 21 12 0 
Carriage of 432 loads Smiles at is. 6d. per load 32 8 0 

Total cost of iron ore .... 59 8 0 

5. This phrase is deleted in the manuscript. 



SIR RICHARD SHIREBURN'S ESHOLT IRONWORKS 249 

Bloomer Wages at 20s. per annum 1 0 0 
A livery coat costing lOs..... .... 10 0 
2 cow gates winter and summer .... .... 1 0 0 
Blooming 288 blooms of iron at 7d. each.... 8 8 0 
Helping to cut iron in the stringhearth .... 8 8 0 

Total cost of bloomer's wages and perquisites 19 6 0 

Smith Wages at 20s. per annum .... .... 1 0 0 
A livery coat costing lOs .... .... 10 0 
288 blooms of iron in the stringhearth at 

9d. each .... .... 10 16 0 

Total cost of smith's wages and perquisites 12 6 0 

Total cost of manufacturing 288 blooms of iron 140 0 0 

Proceeds of sale of 288 blooms at 16s.each 230 8 0 

The profit is given by the difference .... 90 8 0 

Additional receipts incidental to the making of iron— 
In using 12 acres of woodland a year 40 oak 
trees with saplings will be felled in each 
acre, or 480 trees in all, worth 6s. 8d. each 160 0 0 
Bark from 480 trees valued at 12d. per tree 24 0 0 

Total incidental profits .... 184 0 0 

Deductions to be made in the event of wood from 
outside the manor being used. 
Royalties at the rate of 3s. per dozen on 
240 dozens of charcoal .... .... 36 0 0 

From this summary it will be seen that the amount 
realizable from the sale of good timber was expected 
to be twice that obtained from the manufacture of iron. 
On this basis the manufacture of iron is only a con-
venient method of using the less marketable kinds of 
wood found upon the estate. It is also clear that if 
wood had to be bought from outside the manor well 
over a third of the possible profits would disappear 
in payment of royalties. 

'I 
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The detail furnished in the accounts is disappoint-
ingly slender, the particulars given being only those 
which would enable Shireburn to have a picture of 
the likely expenses and profits. Consequently the 
information which we get on the technical processes to 
be used is scanty in the extreme, and in some places 
confusing; on the other hand Shireburn is at great 
pains to express clearly the quantities and amounts of 
raw materials needed, explaining the various terms he 
uses most precisely. Fortunately it is possible to com-
pare some of the statistics he gives with those used in 
1541 in Lambert Seimar's agreement for running the 
earl of Rutland's bloomsmithies at Rievaulx and 
Bilsdale,6 and here the similarity is quite close. At 
Esholt the iron was valued at iGs. per bloom but in actual 
fact it was sold at the rate of 8s. a dozen. A bloom, then, 
consisted of two dozen of iron. At Rievaulx, too, the 
bloom consisted of 24 stones or two dozen of iron. Iron 
was sold by the seam at Rievaulx, the seam consisting 
of 12 dozen or 144 stones, and selling for 40s. The 
equivalent amount of iron would have sold for 96s. at 
Esholt, a large increase, but not inconsistent with price 
trends of the time. Stated in modern terminology, 
Esholt iron was valued at 61i. per ton, and the bloomery 
was designed for an annual output of 38 tons 8 cwt.? 

Quantities of ironstone at Rievaulx were measured 
in foders and hundredweights, with which Esholt 
affords no direct parallel. If, however, we assume that 
at Esholt a load of ironstone consisted of 12 bushels, 
each weighing one hundredweight' then 18 cwt. was 
the amount used daily for producing one bloom, or 
2 cwt. of iron, a rate of extraction of just less than 
15%. This was a good rate for a bloomery, when it is 
considered that local ores had an iron content of only 

6. See Schubert, H. 
Appendix VII. 

7. At the rate of 12 
8. Schubert, H. R., 

R., History of the British Iron and Steel Industry, 

lbs. to the stone and 9 stones to the hundredweight. 
073. cit., p. 139 n2, 
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about 30%, but it is not more attractive than what one 
might expect to be held out to a landowner by the 
prospective entrepreneur. The yield at Rievaulx was 
to have been about 12%. 

In terms of charcoal consumption Henry Wylie 
held out a slight improvement over Rievaulx, where 
6- dozens were to be used per seam of iron. The 
Esholt estimates envisaged an expenditure of 10 
quarters or seams of charcoal to each bloom, a rate of 
5 dozen per seam of iron. For good measure, however, 
Henry Wylie's conflicting statement that "a dosson 
wylie serve to blome and 2 seame wylie fyne" is 
included. This would be a rate of 7 dozen of charcoal 
to the bloom. The charcoal was to be obtained from 
Sir Richard's own wood, so that the last paragraph on 
colle wood only came into the reckoning in the event 
of it being necessary to obtain charcoal from outside. 
In case, for instance, the bloomery were continued after 
the exhaustion of the Esholt woods. 

On the other hand, the supply of iron ore was 
obtained from a distance of eight miles. There were 
certainly sources of ore nearer than this, as is sug-
gested by a grant of mining and smelting rights in 
Harden, Shipley, Heaton and Chellow Grange made in 
the twelfth century,' and by the ancient scoriae which 
have been found on the Eldwick side of Baildon and on 
Hope Hill." An entry at the end of the second book 
of accounts states that iron stone was still obtainable 
"upon the comen and waste of Gysseley and the same 
ys one that syed toures Sheven ". Approximately eight 
miles from Esholt is the present Low Moor ironworks, 
so that it is quite possible that a supply was anticipated 
from that area. Though expenses on iron ore exceeded 
those on charcoal, this was solely because of the dis-
tance the former had to be carried. Mining of the ore 
on or near the smelting site would have reduced its 
cost by over a half. It is not surprising that in 
9. V.C.H., Yorkshire, vol. II, p. 343. 

10. Bajldon, W. P., o. cit., vol. I, p. 108, 
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February 1568 the sum of 24s. 7d. was spent in search-
ing for "irene ston and colle in Esheholde woode ". 
Again in May, 2s. was paid to an ironstone getter who 
searched with an ens terament. Could this be a very 
early reference to a boring rod? Professor Nef con-
sidered that the boring rod was introduced in the coal 
industry between 1600 and 1615, no mention of it 
occurring in numerous Elizabethan coal surveys which 
describe the methods used in some detail." In his 
De Be Metallica (1556) Agricola describes the use of 
compasses by miners to find the direction of seams of 
ore, whilst another method described by the author of 
this work with much scorn,'2 was the use of a divining 
rod. Although the former method might not have 
proved very effective in tracing the very lean ironstones 
of Airedale, it seems a more likely possibility than that 
so hard-headed a man as Shireburn should have been 
imposed upon by the practitioner of a divining rod. 
Unfortunately the evidence is not sufficient to provide 
a certain answer. 

The Order and charge makes it clear enough that 
the new, or indirect method of producing iron—in 
three stages, furnace, finery and chafery—was not 
employed at Esholt. The word fijne is used, but finery 
is not. As used here ftjne appears to be applied to the 
operations at the stringhearth. Only two hearths are 
mentioned—the bloomhearth and the stringhearth. At 
the former the iron ore would be reduced to malleable 
iron direct from the ore, whilst at the latter the blooms 
of iron would be hammered into a marketable shape, 
portions of cinder and dross being extruded at the same 
time. As usual, labour costs at the stringhearth were 
higher than at the bloomery—is. 4d. as against 7d. per 
bloom—but the earnings of the bloomer were the 

11. See Nef, J. U., The 
on boring rods. 

12. Agricola, G., De Be, 
London, 1912, pp. 38 
compass in mining. 

Rise of the British Coal industry, Appendix N., 

Metallica, edited by H. C. and L. H. Hoover, 
-41 on divining rods and p. 58 on the use of the 

4 
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higher, because he also worked in the stringhearth, 
where his task is stated to have been to cut the iron. 

There is no mention of the use of water power at 
the ironworks, but the similarity of operations to those 
at Rievaulx, where water power certainly was used, 
suggests that this was also the case at Esholt. This 
might also explain the disappearance of the corn and 
fulling mills. 

In the event it would seem that the Esholt iron-
works did not continue for the thirteen years projected. 
In October 1568, 61i. lOs. 9d. was paid "toures the 
stockyng of my iren smythe of Esholde ". Receipts for 
the sale of iron mentioned in the book of accounts were 
48s. in August 1570, with 40s. due on account, 24s. 
on 10 January 1571, and 41i. 12s. on 13 June 1571, 
"whereof 5 dosson 4 pece newe irene ". The accounts 
for 1572-1575 make no mention of the sale of iron or 
of the ironworks, and a survey dated 1572, with which 
the second book commences, once more lists the 
"fullinge mylne of Esholde" and the "watter come 
mylne of Gysley ". 

The second book of accounts ends with an interest-
ing survey of mineral resources to which is added: 

"Makynge of cordewood and charcolle 
Fyrste the the fumes in Worthe Foreste in the 

Countie of Sussex wyll spende in one yere yff het be 
welle wroght 1500 lode of charcolle and lye no day. 
Thys porchon wylie serve the holle yere and to everye 
lode of colle there wylie goye thre lode of wood and 
to everye lode thre corde and everye corde most be 
8 foutte longe, foure foutte brode, and foure fout hye, 
and for the makynge of a corde 4d. and to the cole',er 
for a lode of colle burnynge 18d. and thre lode of colle 
is worthe 2s. lOd. 

Item. There moste be lodes of wood to the hamer 
and fourge to be mayed in colle of wood 3,300 and 
there wyibe in an acker of good wood [blank] lodes, 
etc." 
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This shows that the problem of using the woods to 
the best advantage was still a pressing problem, and 
that Shireburn was still able to regard smelting as its 
best solution—it is the only one mentioned—despite 
previous disappointments. 

I am much indebted to Mr R. Sharpe France, 
County Archivist of Lancashire, for bringing the first 
book of accounts to my notice, and for permission to 
publish the Order and charge in full, and also to the 
Rector and the Rev H. Chadwick, S.J., of Stonyhurst 
College, for allowing me to use and make extracts from 
the second book. 



NOTES ON RECORDS OF 

THORNTON CHAPEL 

BY Ivy HOLGATE 

ALL that is known concerning the history of 
Thornton Chapel, formerly a chapel-of-ease to 
the parish church of Bradford, appears to have 

been written chiefly by local historians during the past 
eighty years. Some of them, apparently, made an 
examination of the records of the old chapeiry, for 
extracts appear in their writings. But it would seem 
that a complete investigation of the chapel records was 
not their object, for there is a good deal of interesting 
information in them which was either disregarded or 
undiscovered. 

The collection is not large, but there is sufficient 
to afford a glimpse of this chapelry, its affairs and some-
thing of the life of the inhabitants in two periods: the 
Hanoverian and the Industrial Revolution. The records 
have a contribution to make to the social and economic 
history of England in the periods mentioned, and they 
have a value, that is all their own by reason of the fact 
that this microcosm of England, by the skills and crafts 
of its inhabitants in bygone days, was to emerge from 
the Industrial Revolution as part of a district of con-
siderable importance for its woollen and worsted manu-
factures and its iron foundries. 

Thornton Chapel's early history is obscure, but it 
definitely existed in the middle of the sixteenth century: 
it probably had its beginning in a small manorial chapel 
founded by, perhaps, one of the Thornton or Boiling 
families. Its earliest register dates from 1678, and the 
reason this register has survived is probably due to an 
Act of that year, the second of its kind, which enforced 
the burial of a corpse in wool and laid heavy penalties 
on the relatives of a deceased for nonconformity. Many 
parishes in this year provided printed forms, or a book 
for affidavits. Among the records at Thornton these 

o 
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sworn statements are written out on scraps of paper 
and they can also be found in odd places in the burial 
registers. There is no system or order in the keeping 
of the registers. 

One might be excused for anticipating here to draw 
attention to one particular but relevant item in the 
chapel accounts, circa 1730: 

"For making a stand for the chest 2s. Gd." 
This item obviously refers to the parish chest which for 
almost two centuries was the repository for the records. 
It stood, one learns from the vestry minutes, in the 
chapel aisle on the mouldering gravestones that made 
the chapel floor. It would seem, then, that about the 
time mentioned it was discovered that the records in 
the bottom of the chest were badly mildewed, perhaps 
even pulped by the moisture that seeped up from the 
stones; thus the chapel-wardens provided a wooden 
stand to ensure the better keeping of the parish records 
in the future. This chest, the east window, the bell, 
dated 1664, two fonts and the earliest of the registers 
are the only relics that remain from the earlier years 
of the chapel's existence. 

Like many another sanctuary, subsequent to the 
Act of Uniformity the chapel was neglected for years 
and its fabric fell into a state of disrepair; and as this 
chapeiry, long before 1662 when its minister was ejected 
for Nonconformity, was known for the strong Puritan 
element among its inhabitants support for the minister 
and the chapel's fabric would not easily be obtained. 
The end of religious strife and the ascent of Queen 
Anne to the throne coincided with the start of a long 
era of prosperity, and Anglicanism again became the 
religion of the gentry: the squire and his lady now 
occupied the family pew on the Sabbath. There was 
harmony in the chapelry and new wealth flowed into it 
from the new markets that were being established 
abroad by the clothiers of this district. Defoe, the 
noted traveller and chronicler of this age, was a witness 
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to the busyness that he found in every hamlet and 
cottage of these Pennine districts. The chapel records 
pertaining to the early decades of this century, though 
fragmentary, nevertheless reveal something of the spirit 
of resurgence which, from the reign of Queen Anne, 
was apparent throughout the country. 

THE HANOVERIAN PERIOD 
The second earliest register, for "Xstnings and 

Burials ", commences in the year 1707. The minister's 
notes afford a glimpse of the interior of the chapel at 
this time: a small, plain structure with only the decora-
tive east window and the small belihouse on the stone 
roof to distinguish it from the typical barn of the 
district. Inside the chapel the pews of the old families 
were irregular in shape and dimensions, much repaired 
or patched, and situated in the chapel according to the 
whim of their owners. In 1720 the chapel-wardens 
met to discuss the re-arrangement of the seating 
accommodation, apparently to overcome the former 
confusion. 

"April 6th, 1720. That the seats on the Sun Side [the South 
Bank] belongs wholly to Thornton Township. That the 
middle rows from the Chest belongs to Allerton and Wilsden 
seat for seat. That the North Side belongs to Thornton, 
Allerton, Wilsden and Clayton." 

The year 1723 would be a notable one in 
Thornton's history for there arose a pressing need for 
a, vestry—a definite place where the parish officers and 
chapel-wardens could meet for administration purposes. 
It may well have, been the new Poor Law legislation 
which made the building of a vestry imperative. An 
important Act of 1722-3 brought great change in 
administration: it gave authority to parish officers to 
take over suitable premises within a parish for a work-
house for the poor, and it allowed officials to make 
contracts with employers of the parish for the employ-
ment and maintenance of the poor. The Act prohibited 
Justices of the Peace from interfering, as they had 
hitherto done, before a pauper had first applied to an 

'I 
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overseer, or the vestry, for relief. It also recommended 
that where a parish was too small to establish a work-
house it should unite with another nearby parish which 
already had a workhouse. 

The first vestry of Thornton was carved out of the 
interior of its small chapel, thus indicating that there 
was not available even a small plot on which there 
could have been built an abutting vestry as was done 
about twenty years later. The chapel must have stood 
within a very small enclosure. Thus the first vestry 
was partitioned off from the chapel's interior :-

Voted and agreed at a meeting of the Minister Churchwardens 
Principal and other inhabitants of the chapeiry of Thornton 

that a quantity of ground shall be allotted for a vestry 
for the use of Ye Curate of Ye Said Chapel beginning at 
the West End of the Lower North Window bounded on the 
South by the last Pillar supposing the Consent of those that 
lay Claim or Tythe to the seats [be] first obtained. 

Witness our hands May 31st, 1723. 
Isaac Hollings 
John Midgley 
Joshua Firth." 

This meeting probably marked the establishing of the 
parochial vestry in the township of Thornton. 

The register of burials reflects the variety of trades 
and crafts which gave employment at this time: tailor, 
clothiers, combmakers, colliers, weavers, linen-weavers, 
tanners, glaziers, potmakers, husbandmen, labourers, 
smiths. One Brooksbank was the master of the 
grammar school and Joseph Drake was the clerk of the 
parish. In this year, 1723, the owners of the pews were 
asked to make certain repairs to them, have them 
altered or provide new ones. There was a definite 
effort made to bring about an appearance of neatness 
and uniformity to the interior of the chapel 
"Agreed at a meeting of the Minister, Churchwardens, Principal 

inhabitants of the Chapeiry . . . that all seats within the 
said Chapel shall be repaired and altered by the church-
wardens . . . for the time being according to a certain 
pattern which pattern is to be taken from the 7th seat in 
the Middle Bank belonging to John Holdsworth and others 
of Clayton." 
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There is added :-
It was afterwards agreed that the churchwardens shall have 
power to raise and erect a pew in such manner and form as 
they think proper and which shall be a Pattern. 

Signed : Isaac Hollings 
Edward Farrand 
John Cockroft 
John Midgley 
Joshua Firth and others." 

An important event in the year 1745 brought 
further change to the chapeiry. By the death of the 
lord of the manor, John Cockcroft, long established 
traditions were broken and links with the past lost, for 
the manor was sold and divided. Cockcroft's son-in-
law, John Stanhope, purchased a moiety of the estate, 
including Headley Hall; the other half was purchased 
by Sir William Horton, a member of a wealthy local 
family. His portion included Thornton Hall. Thus 
here came change in changing times. Inclosure of 
commons was making rapid strides throughout the 
country. The fragmentary records enable one to 
glimpse Thornton chapeiry now as an ecclesiastical 
unit, and this was the opportune time for the chapel-
wardens to negotiate the purchase of a small plot of 
ground, adjacent to the chapel, on which could be 
built a larger vestry to take the place of the makeshift 
little place that occupied part of the interior of the 
chapel. 

As plans were being made for the rebuilding and 
enlarging of the chapel the new vestry was built against 
the exterior of the east wall, with access to it from 
within the chapel. The site was purchased from Sir 
William Horton for the sum of lOu. A portion of the 
ground was consecrated for burials. The cost of 
building this vestry was 91i. is. 5d., and the items are 
to be seen in the chapel accounts. This vestry was the 
parliament house of the chapeiry through almost a 
century, at least until the old parochial system was 
wound up by the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. 
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Inside the vestry there was warmth, and refreshment 
for visitors who came on business matters :— 

"Vestry range setting in .... .... Gs. 6d. 
Vestry fire Coals and Kindling .... .... 5s. Od. 
Spent when agreeing with Mr. Thompson .... Is. 8d. 
Treating Mr. Grimshaw .... .... .... 7s. Gd. 
For Register writing & carriage to York .... 4s. Gd. 
For a pewter flagon for Communion .... 2s. Gd. 
For Bread & Wine left out by mistake .... 5s. Gd. 
To Joseph Drake for washing Surplice 

Communion Cloths Sweeping Chapel 
yard and mending font .... .... .... Gs. 8d. 

Industrial change, though scarcely perceptible, 
was taking place. The burial register for this period 
reflects the trades and crafts of the parish: shalloon 
makers, wire-drawers, dawbiers, clockmaker, and no less 
than two dancing masters: one at Wilsden and another 
at Thornton. By 1750 the need for rebuilding and 
enlarging the chapel had become an urgent matter. At 
least one local historian of last century has written that 
the cost of this rebuilding was met by the inhabitants 
of the respective townships within the chapeiry. But as 
it is apparent in the vestry minutes that more than 
ordinary persuasion was always required to bring the 
inhabitants to pay their small dues, I suspected that 
the rebuilding was done on a brief, and a diligent search 
of the records proved that this was the case, as the 
following items show :-

1752. July 8th. For going to Horton to get Mr. Lister's 
consent about a brief for chapel . 

1752. October 4th. Paid to Mr. Wood for charge of a 
brief at Leeds Sessions 21i. 12s. Gd." 

The brief would be read in the churches through-
out England during the spring and summer of 1753. 
Almost another year would pass before the "under-
takers" had collected the moneys. These briefs rarely 
produced a substantial amount in far-distant parishes, 
and very often only a few coppers were collected from 
a congregation. But the aggregate sum could be 
sufficient for the rebuilding of such a small chapel as 
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was that at Thornton, situated as it was in a district 
where stone was plentiful and cheaply got. Relevant 
entries in the accounts that cover the rebuilding suggest 
that the amount collected was sufficient to cover the 
rebuilding of the fabric. 

The accounts also bring one to realise that the 
question would arise regarding the selection of a suit-
able and trustworthy person to make the journey, or 
journeys (two in this case), to fetch the money to the 
chapelry from the firm which "farmed" these briefs. 
The principal firm of "undertakers" who farmed the 
briefs at this time was Messrs Byrd, Hall and Stevenson, 
of Stafford. The chapel-wardens at Thornton approved 
of one Joseph Wood, described as "the first gentleman 
of Allerton ", to collect the brief moneys at Stafford. 
In the churchwardens' accounts there are details and 
expenses for the two journeys he made 
"To two journeys to Stafford & Horse Hire.... 31i. 7s. Gd. 
Laid out when brief was obtained .... .... lOs. Gd." 

It was in the spring of 1755 when Joseph Wood 
set out on the first of his journeys to Stafford 

"March 1755. Received at Stafford upon 
brief .... .... .... 1471i. 4s. 7d." 

The second journey :-
"Feb. 1756 181i. 7s. Gd." 

The total amount collected on the brief was 
1651i. 12s. ld. To add to this was the small amount of 
18s., donated within the chapeiries of Thornton and 
Haworth. This suggests that the chapel could never 
have been rebuilt without the brief. 

It would seem that in 1763, after the chapel had 
been restored, a day arrived when Joseph Wood's 
somewhat hazardous journeys to Stafford brought him 
a small reward :-

At a meeting of the Minister, Gentlemen, Freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the Chapeiry of Thornton persuant to 
notice given Sunday last in time of Divine Service it was 
unanimously agreed the present Churchwardens to pay Joseph 
Wood the summ of Five Pounds and Five Shillings for two 
journeys to Stafford, Attendance on Gentlemen and Work-
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men when the chapel was rebuilt. As Witness our hands 
This 24th day of September 1763 . . . ". 

The rebuilding of the chapel was begun in June 
1756. Certain preparations prefaced the start. Most 
important among them was the making of a plan of the 
interior of the chapel: each pew is numbered and an 
accompanying list, made at the same time, indicates the 
occupants of each pew. The plan shows the position 
of the desk, the font and the communion table, etc. 
From the plan it is seen that a large, square pew at the 
east end of the South bank was the property of Sir 
William Horton, and that he held several other pews in 
this bank for his servants. The plan indicates the 
owners of the homesteads and enclosures before the Act 
of 1770 enclosed the commons. 

Coincident with the rebuilding of the chapel was 
the arrival of a new minister, Joseph Thwaites, who was 
a native of Brough, in Westmorland. This rugged man 
made his home at Broadfolds, a sprawling seventeenth 
century farmstead in the township of Clayton, which 
was within the chapelry of Thornton. He was destined 
to minister there until his death, a period of forty-five 
years, during which time he was to witness not only 
the rebuilding and refurnishing of the chapel, but the 
inclosure of the commons which, incidentally, brought 
him, as minister, an award of fourteen acres of land. 

It was one John Gott who drew the plans for the 
rebuilding of the chapel. Very little is known of this 
man who was active in the West Riding in his day. He 
was one of a family of masons and contractors who 
built country bridges; and that their skill was much in 
demand seems apparent, for a member of this family 
purchased the fine mansion known as Woodhall Hills, 
near Calverley. This house was later purchased by the 
Peckovers, another influential family of the Bradford 
district. The vestry minutes of June 16, 1756, contain 
details of the rebuilding :-

Agreed that the roof of the chapel be taken off with all 
convenient speed, That the Northside wall shall be taken 

--I 
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down to the ground. That the West Wall shall be taken 
down to within one yard of the ground and that the same 
wails shall be rebuilt and raised six yards in height from the 
floor at the front of the chapel. . . That a Loft built on the 
Northside 23 yards in length and 3 yards in breadth. Like-
wise another loft at the West End of the chapel, 6 yards in 
length and 3 yards broad . . .". 

The long gallery from east to west, according to a 
faculty, was eventually furnished with twenty-nine pews 
which were sold or let and brought a sum of 471i. us. 
9d. The income from these pews was, according to 
an agreement made at a vestry meeting, used for "the 
better support of the preaching minister . . .". Certain 
pews were allotted to the minister, and he, anxious to 
promote psalmody, allowed the singers to occupy 
these pews in exchange for a small annual payment 
so as to preserve his entitlement. 

The brief moneys would be expended on the 
rebuilding purely. Afterwards, the chapel would 
require refurnishing :-

1756. March 16th :—At a vestry meeting of Ministers, 
Chapelwardens and Principal inhabitants, Agreed that an 
equal assessment be levied upon the Gentlemen and other 
inhabitants of the Sd Chapelry for raising a sum of Forty 
Pounds equally in four years towards the refurnishing of the 
Sd Chapel." 

The refurnishing did not include the new pulpit to take 
the place of the old desk. This first pulpit was the 
gift of the gentlemen of the parish 

May 24th, 1757. The Gentlemen's Subscription toward a new 
pulpit:— 

John Stanhope Esq..... 
Samuel Lister Esq..... 
Revd. Mr. Lamplugh 
Richd Richardson 
John Hill (Gentleman) 
Benj Ferrand 
Revd Mr. Sykes 
Mr. Hird 
Robert Stansfield 
Thomas Yorke Esq..... 
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Joseph Hollings 
John Hodgson 
Thornton Esq..... 

14 3 0 
The pulpit cost only 91i. so that 51i. 3s. Od. remained and 
was expended towards communion plate." 

It would seem from the chapel accounts that the com-
munion vessels in use hitherto had been of pewter. 

There are other items in the chapel-warden's 
accounts relating to the refurnishing of the chapel; for 
example :— 

ii. S. d. 
"Paid for Commandments .... 4 5 0 

Setting up Commandments .... 2 11 
Setting up Coat of Arms .... 2 6 
Six Candlesticks .... .... 1 7 6 
12 yards of Irish cloth for surplices at 3/3d. 

per yard .... .... .... .... 1 19 0 
Act of Parliament against swearing .... 8 
Ironwork for chapel gates .... .... .... 12 6 

Another item of interest is that for the raising of the 
pulpit, presumably to a "three decker ", which was in 
use when the chapel was last used for services :— 

For raising Pulpit and Dyal repairing .... Ili. 18s. 4d." 

Some light is thrown on the finances of the 
chapeiry in the following fragment :— 
"March 20th, 1756. This is to certify whom it may concern 

that out of the One hundred and Fifty Pounds arising from 
the sale of coal in Clough's Farm and lodged in the hands 
of Joseph Pollard, Sen'or Trustee for Thornton Chapel in 
the year 1756 Fifty Pounds was taken out of the Sd Sum to 
add to the Two Hundred Pounds the Queens Bounty which 
fell by Lot to the Sd Chapel and laid out in Purchase of a 
farm lying in Clayton Edge (Joshua Exley tenant) and that 
now there remains no more than One Hundred Pounds in the 
hands of the Sd Mr. Pollard for use of the Sd Chapel as 
Witness our hands . . 

Unique among the records of Thornton chapeiry 
are the "rules ", made out by Parson Thwaites and the 
churchwardens in 1788, following an appeal by the 
King for the stamping out of vice, Attention has been 
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directed to these rules elsewhere. Parson Thwaites 
like his counterpart at Haworth, Parson Grimshaw, 
brought a degree of order to the parish. 

One imagines that the farmer in Parson Thwaites' 
character was eager for enclosure and was looking for 
the award of glebe land that would fall to him as curate 
of the chapeiry, so that he could extend his interests and 
activities in agriculture. In the decade prior to 1770, 
when the Act of Enclosure was obtained, one Abraham 
Balme owned land within the township of Thornton. A 
man of foresight and initiative, he it was who obtained 
an Act for the Enclosure of the Commons within 
Thornton. By this enactment an award gave the 
minister of Thornton three plots of land totalling four-
teen acres. 

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

The last decade of the eighteenth century in 
Thornton was shadowed by the poor harvest of 1795: 
it heralded the grim years that were to come. The 
failure of the harvest is reflected in a fragment of the 
records :-

1795. Expenses and wages in going about with the paper 
for subscriptions concerning using less wheat and flour 
15s. Od." 

The cost of this undertaking was by no means a 
small matter. It was evidently intended to be effectual 
to a large degree. 

The year 1795 was also noteworthy for the 
Archdeacon's Visitation. He directed that certain 
repairs should be made within the chapel. The floor 
was subsiding into the old vaults beneath the chapel; 
every burial that disturbed a vault was to be followed 
by the building of a supporting arch of stones or 
bricks. Once more attention was directed to the 
shabby state of certain pews. There were needed 
taller windows in the south side to let in more light; 
and more windows to be provided in the north side. 
The Archdeacon also directed that a folio University 
Bible and Hymn Book be provided. 

ti 
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The parish clerk, one of the Drake family which 
through centuries provided this officer-cum-sexton, had 
grown old in the service of the chapeiry, and at a 
vestry meeting it was considered how he could be 
relieved of certain duties without being deprived of his 
salary. The following resolutions which were made 
scarcely robbed him of his duties :-

1794. Nov. 18th. At a vestry meeting That Joseph Drake 
should from henceforth in lieu of offices he now holds, Show 
where graves are to be made and give all information in his 
power receive monthly during his natural life the sum of 
4s. Od. per calendar month and (in case he wash the surplices 
and communion cloths, clean the chapel and chapel ditch, 
kindle the Vestry fire, &c.) he shall have the usual 
allowances of 17s. Od. 5s. Od. and 15s. Od. at the days 
and times in which the sums are usually paid and that the 
4s. Od. per month to be raised out of the grave dues . . . ". 

In the last decade of the eighteenth century 
Parson Thwaites, now grown old, was given an 
assistant. At this time there was a good deal of poverty 
within the chapeiry. The Archdeacon at his Visitation 
had directed that the cause of death should be inserted 
beside the names in the register of burials. This order 
was carried out and reveals much. The causes of death 
are numerous, examples being decline, wasting, worm-
fever, chincough, old age, dropsy, quinsies, swelled 
throat and small-pox. 

The burial register indicates that the expectation 
of life for the workless poor was about forty years. 
There were constantly recurring epidemics such as 
Asiatic cholera and smallpox in these early decades of 
the century. Many homesteads of the old families were 
taken over to house the poor. In 1822 we find that 
the chapel clerk, who combined the office with that of 
sexton, went to reside in Thornton Hall. 

The new turnpike road between Bradford and 
Thornton was cut during the third decade of this 
century and gave employment to many of the poor, 
but a highways rate of 2s. Gd. was levied. There were 
three surveyors of the roads, four overseers of the poor 
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and two constables. The vestry minutes contain the 
following entries :-

1824. December 29th. Proposed and seconded that the 
Surveyors of the Townships do attend at the White Hall 
Inn, Hipperholme, for the purpose of subscribing £200 to 
be laid out in repairing the road between Denholme Gate 
and Mountain End. 
1828. February 1st. Persuant to Public Notice that the cottage 
doors in the Township of Thornton & Denholme shall be 
numbered. 
1831. April 2nd. Buildings and waste ground, lands and 
tenements belonging to Thornton Township to be sold by 
Public Auction at Jonathan Knowles, Innkeeper, Denholme 
Gate." 

The phenomenal rise in the poor rate had brought 
the chapelry now to the verge of bankruptcy. The 
poor were starving. In what appears to have been 
the darkest, grimmest years for Thornton the minister 
was the Rev. William Bishop. Little is known of this 
indomitable man who witnessed the dire needs of 
the poor and saw the district through these decades 
of the Industrial Revolution. Only one man appears 
to have testified to Bishop's tremendous energy, his 
zeal and compassion; this man was Abraham Hoiroyd 
who when a small boy attended Thornton Chapel. 
Hoiroyd wrote that a weaver at this time could never 
earn more than six shillings a week even were he 
fortunate enough to have work. In 1825, the year 
of the great strike of the woolcombers and weavers of 
the Bradford district, twelve persons were elected to 
assist the vestry to relieve the poor; from that event 
the workers suffered greatly and trade was long in 
recovering. 

Before Parson Thwaites' death in 1799 there had 
been clamourings for an organ, to displace the 
instrumentalists who accompanied the singing. Only 
one man, Thomas Hirst of Clayton, had delayed the 
introduction of the instrument; he had insisted that the 
chapelry could not afford an organ, and that there 
was a possibility that if matters grew worse the 
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organist and his family might possibly have to be 
relieved from the poor rate, for he was evidently to 
be brought from a distant parish. But Thomas Hirst 
died and the organ was purchased from Messrs 
Pohlmann's of Halifax. It was obtained on an 
instalment system and the payments could not be 
kept up. The day arrived when Messrs. Pohlmann 
sent word that they were making plans to take the 
instrument back. But a collection was taken by the 
Vicar of Bradford in the parish church after evening 
service one Sunday, and Thornton Chapel worshippers 
were thereby able to keep their little organ. 

The vestry minutes tell of many other troubles 
that beset the minister and churchwardens during 
these dark days. The village butcher was on the 
verge of bankruptcy while the people were hungry. 
So when he put on sale at a reduced price the meat 
of a "carrion pig" the poor purchased the flesh. It 
was no new thing for them to eat carrion flesh; men 
went on to the moor seeking the carcases of sheep 
that had died amid the heather. But certain members 
of the vestry confiscated the carcase. The butcher 
threatened action at law against them; the action had 
to be fought and the vestry decided to levy a tax to 
fight it. But the butcher's action came to nought. 
He was taken to York and lodged in the Castle for 
debt. The proceedings were stopped :-

"That all proceedings respecting John Pearson, butcher 
now insolvent debtor in York Castle, be stopped from this 
2nd day of June 1830. 
That if any other man or set of men proceed any further 
against the Sd John Pearson they shall pay the expenses 
already incurred together with all future expenses." 

The overseer of the poor defaulted. Another man 
was elected in his place and a better system of paying 
relief was adopted; the relief moneys were paid in 
the chapel porch and a second man attended to 
witness that the payments were made rightly and in 
full, 
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It is interesting to note the means that were 
adopted by the officials and the vestry during the 
period when Asiatic cholera was rife. At a vestry 
meeting it was decided that the overseer, with a 
"committee of two persons", should visit every place 
in the chapeiry that was likely to engender the 
infection; they were to have drains opened and new 
drains made. The bellman was sent round urging all 
the inhabitants to limewash their homes, and to tell 
the poor who could afford neither limewash nor 
brush that these things would be provided free of 
charge. It was by no means an easy task to dislodge 
disease where there was poverty, squalor and 
epidemics of such gravity as never exist to-day, and 
when drinking water was contaminated. 

Among the records of Thornton Chapel there 
are a number of Examination Certificates belonging 
to the period of the Industrial Revolution; they 
reflect the intense poverty that existed. They also 
show that the giving of a "Godspenny" was the well-
rooted custom of the district when a master made a 
contract with a new employee: it was a "fastening" 
coin. 

Not least among the problems that the vestry had 
to solve at this time was the supply of plain coffins 
for the paupers. It was necessary to obtain these at 
the very cheapest cost. Tenders were invited and a 
carpenter was engaged to supply them to the parish 
at a cost of 8s. 4d. for adults, and for persons under 
ten years of age 4s. 7d. 

Such were a few of the troubles which faced the 
minister and vestry of Thornton, troubles much like 
those that were to be found in most parishes and 
townships in the early decades of the nineteenth 
century. 

APPENDIX 

"The following is a copy of an account of the 
seats in the bottom of Thornton Chapel taken and 
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made out by John Firth, late of Kipping in the 
Township of Thornton aforesaid, Gentleman, 
deceased, copied by me J. Shackleton, Assistant 
Curate of the Sd Chapel." 

An account of Ye seats in Thornton Chapel, as 
taken on April 16th, 1755. 

ON THE SOUTH SIDE FROM EAST TO WEST 

1. Sir William Horton for Thornton Hall 
2. Sir William Horton for John Bairstow 
3. Mr. Sagar family for Allerton Grange 
4. Jono Stanhope Esq. for Headley 
5. The Revd. Wm. Lamplugh, Clerk for West Scholes 
6. Jonas Pearson 2 seats next to Alley for Hoyle Ing and 

Lower Headly lands 
7. John Thornton of Hamburgh Esq. for Lane Ends 
8. Swirril Farme & seat for Wm. Pearson, for Close 

Head another 
9. The Desk, Ye Trustees for the School one seat 

10. Hoyle Ing and Royd House 
11. Alderscholes 3 seats & Sir Wm. Horton for Saml Binns 
12. Jn. Firth for Kipping & Jne Craven Farme 
13. Joseph Drake, Abm Brooksbanks, Thos Cowgill 2 

seats & Mr. Hollins for Cote Gap. 
14. Dr. Hill for Lower Mill 2 seats & Thos. Cowgill for 

Sami Sharpe 2 seats 
15. Jono Pollard Farme 2, Susan Pearson 1 & Robt 

Ffourness for Abm Moses 2 seats 
16. Jonas Robinson Elder 2, Eli Akroyd 2 & Mr. Farrand 

1 seat for J. Foster. 
17. Foulde Farme and Wells. Jno Ashworth 
18. Dyroyd 2 seats. Ye Revd. Chas Booth 2 & Mr. Hollings 

1 seat for Edge House 
19. Jabez Pearson 2 seats. New Close. Tim Robertshaw 

& Stephen Robertshaw each a seat 
20. Jno Garnett. Intacks. Mr. Hanson for Isrl Robinson 

& James Robinson Junior 
21. Abm Pearson, Joseph Pearson, Stephen Robinson & 

Mr. Greenwood 
22. Denholme House & Squire York Lands 
23. Occupiers of iforeside 

THE MIDDLE BANK WESTWARD 

1. Sami Lister for Clayton 
2. Mr. Richardson & Mr. Pollard 
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3. Sami Lister & Mr. Dawson 
4. Mr. Jonas White a seat against the Quire 
5. Sami Lister Esq. the whole pew 
6. Jno Thompson. Mr. Sagar & Martin Hodgson 
7. Samuel Lister Esq. 
8. Sami Lister Esq. Mr. Richardson & Mr. Jno Shaw 
9. Thomas Hirst a seat. Samuel Lister Esq. 2 seats & 

Joseph Duckworth 
10. Dean House 2 seats. Gregory Cockroft one seat & 

Mr. Pollard 2 seats 
11. Samuel Lister Esq. & Jno Smith Esq. 
12. Jno Knowles. Jonas Binns. Mr. White. Hy & Robert 

Leach 
13. Saml Lister Esq. and Mr. Ramsden 
14. Mrs. Hodgson. John Hodgson of Bierley. Jonas, 

Jeremy & Abe White 
15. Sam! Lister Esq. Richd Blackburn & Mr. Wainhouse 
16. Mr. Thos Hill 2 seats for Midgleys Land. Jno Midgley 

1 & Dr. Hill 1 
17. Wm. Drake. Jno. Pearson. Mr. Benj Ferrand. Jn 

Sugden & Richd Mortimer 
18. Dr. Hill 1 seat. Hy Sagar a seat. Ye Assigns of 

Robert Dean 2 seats 
19. Thos Hill. Wm. Hill. Abm. Hill. Isaac Kitchen & 

Sarah Booth 
20. Mr. Pollard. Mr. Dawson. Mrs. Hodgson. Jno Hodgson 

of Brierley & Josh Binns 
21. Mr. Farrand & Joseph Blamires 
22. The Chapel Wardens Only 

THE NORTH BANK OF SEATS FROM EAST TO WEST 

1. Mrs. Moor of Wakefield. Mrs. Hodgson of Ye 
Hallows. Joseph White & Stephen Robinson 

2. Joseph Wood 
3. Sami Lister Esq. for Mr. Busbys tennants 
4. Sam! Lister Esq. 
5. Cloughs & Jno Pearson each half a seat 
6. Wittshaw & Upper part of Denholme 
7. Ye Revd. Wm. Lamplugh Clerk. Jno Whittaker & 

Little Hill 
8. Ye Revd. Wm. Lamplugh Clerk & Jno Wood for 

Malt Kiln 
9. Mr. Hird & Thos Cowgill 

10. Sami Lister Esq. Mr. Dawson and Dr. Hill 
11. Abm Bairstow half part. Thos Ambler & Josh 

Robertshaw 
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12. Thos Horsfall. Thomas Dobson and The Cloughs 
13. Dr. Hill and Benj. Farrand Esq. 
14. Abm Brooksbank. Thos Drake. Thos Dobson 
15. Josa Armitage. Sam! Lister Esq. & Mr. Gilbert 

Brooksbank 
16. Sir Wm Horton. Joseph Birch 
17. David Wilkinson. Richd Wilkinson & Joseph Smith 

2 seats 
18. Mr. Josh Firth 2 seats. Mr. Hanson for Jas Bates 

one & Miss Farrand 
19. Benj Farrand Esq. 
20. Ye Revd. Wm. Lamplugh Clerk. Jno Hopkinson & 

Abraham Pearson 
21. Miss Ferrand 
22. Black Dyke and Stream Head 
23. Benjn Ferrand Esq. Sunderland Lands & Thos 

Waterhouse 
24. Mr. Josh Firth 
25. Jno Pearson. Jno White & Mr. Lister of Giggleswick 
26. Mr. Hollings. Jno. Stanhope. Miss Farands. New 

Close 
27. Thos Drake. Thos Dobson. Robert Midgley & Wm 

Beanland 2 'seats. Bottomley Holes & Isaac Woodhead 
28. Mrs Lister for Crawshaw land and elsewhere. 
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A CROSS-BASE ON ROMBALD'S MOOR 

BY STUART W. FEATHER, F.S.A.  

ON the edge of Black Knowle, a spur of moorland 
jutting out from the main ridge of Rombald's 
Moor, some 800 yards south-south-east of 

Whetstone, or Keighley, Gate, is a large block of 
weathered gritstone which appears to have been 
trimmed into a roughly rectangular shape, 4ft. Gins. 

x 3ft. lOins., and varying from 12 inches to 7 inches 
in thickness. This stone rests on a foundation of two 
smaller stones, and has a hole cut in the centre 
approximately 12 inches square by 7 inches in depth. 
The only purpose this stone could serve in this 
elevated position is for a cross-base, and it is very 
similar to the cross-base on Combe Hill, near Wycoller. 

It is surprising that this cross-base has not been 
noticed by earlier writers. One reason for this may 
be the fact that the stone has at some time been 
broken in two across the edge of the hole, and when 
first seen by the writer, a few years ago, the smaller 
stone was lying some few feet away from the larger 
and had been turned through ninety degrees. As this 
stone only had the dressed edge of the hole visible 
on it it would not appear other than a natural 
boulder. The larger stone was also partially obscured 
by a small pile of stones. The photograph 
accompanying this article shows the cross-base as 
it appeared on January 10, 1960, after the two 
portions of the base had been placed together agiin 

Today, no roads run near the cross-base on 
Black Knowle, but we have evidence that roads did 
in the past pass close below it, and therefore a way-
side cross would be a prominent landmark at this 
point. A cross on Black Knowle would be visible 
for long distances, as, from any road approaching 
from the direction of the Aire Valley, Black Knowle 
is visible when the main ridge of the moor is 
obscured by Black Knowle itself. In search of records 
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of early roads that passed Black Knowle the evidence 
shows that the Manchester-Ilkley Roman road was 
the earliest, and that this road continued in use until 
the eighteenth century when the present Keighley-
I1kley road would take its place, a wayside cross being 
placed on its route in mediaeval times. 

Whilst some authorities have placed the line of 
the Roman road from Upwood along that of the 
present Keighley-Ilkley road to Whetstone Gate, 
there is abundant evidence that the Roman road ran 
further to the east, running towards Black Knowle 
where it turned and joined the Keighley-Ilkley road 
at Whetstone Gate, proceeding along the latter road 
towards the fort at Ilkley. A note supplied by Dr 
Richardson of Bierley to Dr Hearne and published 
in 1712' mentions the Roman road appearing upon 
Rombald's Moor. Warburton, in his map of 
Yorkshire published in 1720,2 shows the whole course 
of the Manchester-Ilkley Roman road from the 
Lancashire border, and on the map he appends the 
following note to this road: "This Roman way 
extends from Manchester in Lancashire unto 
Aldborough near Borrowbridge; it is all paved with 
stone and near eight yards broad". Warburton 
shows the road running from Marley over Rombald's 
Moor to the fort at Ilkley, with a crossing on the 
moor of the Ribchester-York Roman road, which he 
notes: "This Roman way goes to York and for the 
most part is visible being paved with stone through-
out". In his notes3 made whilst compiling his map 
Warburton gives a contemporary description of the 
route of the Manchester-Ilkley road and states that it 
passed Black Knowle. " . . . [the road] ascended to 
and crosses Rumbold's Moor near to the Black Knowle 
and then crossing the Addingham Road, appears 
again near to Morton Highgate . . . 

1. Leland's Itinerary. Hearne's edition, 1712, i, pp. 143-146. 
2. Warburton. Map of Yorkshire, 1720. 
3. Warburton. Notes in Lansdowne Mss., British Museum. 
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Horsley, in his Britannia Romana, 1732, 4 gives 
a note from a "Rev. Mr. Angier, of Heton, an 
ingenious friend who took a great deal of pains to 
search out this way: 'The way from Ilkley is over 
Rumbles Moor . . . '." This gives no detailed 
description but shows that the road was at least 
traceable at that time. Whitaker, in his History of 
iltanchester, 177O, is in rather similar vein: "It is 
again visible on Rumbles Moor. Upon this wild heath 
it appears, as I am informed, a raised, paved way, 
overgrown with turf; keeping upon the shelves of the 
hills to avoid the cliffs on one side and the morasses 
on the other, and pointing directly to the valley of 
the Wharfe and the village of Ilkley within it." 
Jeffery's map of Yorkshire, 1771, shows only the 
present Keighley-Ilkley road: it seems that the Roman 
road would by this time be out of use. It is left to 
James, in his History of Bradford, published in 1841, 
to give us another contemporary description of the 
road. James says: "I have traced this road over part 
of Rombald's Moor. A person aged 85 years, who had 
known the road from his earliest youth, accompanied 
me. He stated that the road running just past 
Upwood was in his youth visible there. In the 
allotments from Upwood to the Moor he informed me 
the road had been dug up and the stones used in 
building the enclosure walls. Its track is, however, 
here and there discernible. At Black Knowle on the 
Moor it appears among the heath a paved way, and 
thence runs into and proceeds for some distance along 
the present road to Ilkley". 

The Ordnance Survey of 18478 shows three tracks 
converging below Black Knowle, one of them coming 
from Bradup Beck, another from Sunnydale. and the 

4. Horsley. Britannia J?ornana, 1732, p. 373. 
5. Whitaker, T: HistoryD. Histor of Manchester, 1770, p. 191. 
6. Jeffery, T. Map of Yorkshire, 1771. 
7. James, J. History of Bradford, 1841, p. 27. 
8. Ordnance Survey of 1847. 6in. to 1 mile map, 1851. 
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third from Bingley Moor. From Black Knowle one 
track runs to Whetstone Gate evidently on the line 
of the Roman Road. Leyland, in an article in the 
Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 
1864, quotes from Warburton's notes and then adds: 
"The late Mr. King of Luddenden, informed me in 
1849 (then in his eightieth year), that his grand-
father, who lived to an advanced age, had travelled 
the whole distance from Luddenden to Ilkley by 
the old road. . . exactly the route taken by Warburton, 
but the recollections of this family go back to a date 
anterior to his survey; for they state that in the youth 
of the elder King's father, the road, though passable, 
was in many places in a ruinous and broken up 
condition." Norton Dickons, in an article in The 
Bradford Antiquary in 189810 publishes a copy of 
Warburton's map and description of the road, but 
states that no trace of the road is to be found on 
Morton Moor. In fact, the most useful information 
on roads near Black Knowle is that given by J. J. 
Brigg in Yorkshire Notes and Queries in 1907.11 J 
this article Brigg quotes most of the early authorities 
and then describes how, on reading Warburton's 
notes about the Roman road crossing Rombald's Moor 
near to Black Knowle and then crossing the Addmgham 
Road, he says: "The Addingham Road is a curious 
example of a lost road. I could not understand 
Warburton's allusion until I saw an old milestone still 
standing in the Great Allotment on Morton Moor. It 
is found by following a rough footpath south from 
Whetstone Gate, to a point some forty yards east of 
the wall. It is dated 1732 with the distances—Skipton 
6 miles, Otley 5 miles, Keighley 3 miles, "Eigle" 2 
miles". Brigg also says: " I have looked near Black 
Knowle without finding any traces [of the road], but 

9. Leyland, F. A. Journal of the British Archaeological Association, 1864. 
10. Norton Diokons, J. The Bradford Antiquary, (N.S.) i, 1898, p. 246. 
11. Brigg, J. J. Yorkshire Notes and Queries, iii, 1907, pp. 357-365. 
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I think they may still be there, as the Moor has never 
been broken up, and walls are few". With the latter 
remark Brigg is correct, for traces of the kerb of the 
road can be found amongst the heather, and a 
considerable length of the road remains as a raised 
way running south-east from Whetstone Gate. The 
milestone of 1732 has, however, disappeared: search 
and enquiry has only produced the information that 
the milestone was buried by the shepherd to prevent 
people trespassing in search of it! 

The only remaining evidence since that of J. J. 
Brigg is contained in a series of articles by Dr 
Francis Villy." In these articles, written shortly after 
Mr Brigg's, Villy describes that he had traced the 
route of the Roman road to Black Knowle and that 
the paving was in existence from south of Black 
Knowle to Whetstone Gate. Villy also noticed the 
milestone near Black Knowle and the road running in 
from the west near to it. He noticed also a stone, 
long since fallen, that had the one word KJGHIELY 
on it. This he describes as a direction stone, and it 
proves a road from the foot of Black Knowle, where 
it still lies, to Keighley. Villy describes in this series 
of articles the exact line of the Roman road at this 
point, and in his last article in the Bradford Scientific 
Journal, published just fifty years ago, he includes a 
map showing the road, the milestone, the direction 
stone and the turn of the Roman road, all just below 
Black Knowle. It is perhaps worthy of comment that 
in the course of this latter article Villy twice alludes 
to the importance of mediaeval wayside crosses in the 
study of Roman roads. He mentions Cowper's Cross, 
north of Whetstone Gate, as a doubtful example; 
but he was obviously not aware of the cross-base that 

12. Villy, Dr Francis. Yorkshire Notes and Queries, iv, pp. 124.6, 283.4; 

v, pp. 61-64. Bradford Scien ti/ic .Journal, ii 1910, pp. 337-345, 
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is the subject of this article. Had he known of it 
he would certainly have used it in support of his line 
of the Roman road, for, accepting this cross-base as 
evidence, the line of the road is quite clear. 



NEW LIGHT ON ADWALTON FAIR 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

IN recent years new light has been thrown on the history of Adwalton Fair by the discovery 
of documents in the Public Record Office, 

London. These form the basis of this paper, which 
is supplementary to my previous one on the fair 
published in this journal.' At the time the original 
account was written the starting point was a grant by 
Letters Patent to John Brooke, dated 1577. There is 
now available an order by Elizabeth the First to Sir 
Ralph Sadler, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
to issue Letters Patent under the Duchy seal to James 
Brooke, father of John, dated at the Palace of West-
minster February 10, 18 Elizabeth I (1576). The 
contents of this grant are summarised in a bill of 
complaint, dated June 26, 1576, addressed by James 
Brooke, of Adwalton, yeoman, to the Chancellor. 

In his bill Brooke states that he and his 
ancestors were seized of the hamlet of Adwalton, in 
the manor of Drighlington, and that from time out of 
mind there was in Adwalton every second Thursday 
between Easter and Michaelmas yearly a common 
fair or market kept for the buying and selling of goods 
and merchandise. Apparently it was a busy assembly, 
people coming there from different parts of the 
country. 

The Queen, by Letters Patent dated as mentioned 
above, granted to James Brooke the right to hold a 
market every second Thursday, and two fairs yearly. 
One fair was to be held on the first Thursday next 
after Easter and to last to the end of the next day; 
and the second fair to be kept likewise on the 
Thursday after Whit-Sunday, with a Court of Pie-
powder belonging to the said fairs and markets. 

1, New Series, Part xxii, 1927, 
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Liberties of toll, stallage and fines were granted, 
as well as the right to levy for every beast sold or 
bought one penny, and for every five sheep bought 
or sold one penny. The yearly rent to be paid by 
Brooke was 26s. 8d. 

In his plea to Her Majesty James Brooke alleged 
that certain persons, prompted by malice and the 
intention to defraud the complainant of the benefits of 
the said grant and to take the benefits of the fairs and 
markets of Adwalton, had erected upon the back and 
sides of their houses booths, stalls and pens for 
keeping sheep to be offered for sale at the said fairs and 
markets wherein usually strangers resort to buy and 
sell all manner of goods as well as "within the open 
face" of the fairs. He further alleged that buyers, 
sellers and the owners of these booths, stalls and pens 
refused to pay toll due by force of the Letters Patent, 
which meant that he, in turn, would be unable to 
pay the said rent yearly. 

The owners of these stalls and pens cited by the 
plaintiff were John Brooke, tanner, John Porter, 
yeoman, Richard Ramsden the elder, John Ramsden, 
butcher, Richard Ramsden, butcher, and Robert 
Ramsden, butcher, all of whom dwelt in Adwalton. 
James Brooke asked that the defendants be com-
manded to appear before the Chancellor and the 
Queen's Privy Council in the Duchy Chamber at 
Westminster, there to answer the said allegations. 

The parties were duly sworn on July 3 following, 
when the defendants did not confess any things 
material in the bill contained against them to be true 
in such manner and form as therein was expressed. 
They replied to the effect that there had been almost 
every second Thursday between Easter and St James' 
Day yearly a common meeting, fair or market kept 
for the buying and selling of cattle without payment 
of "towle". The fairs were commodious and profitable 
for all the inhabitants of that part of Yorkshire 
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adjoining Adwalton, and gainful to the people of the 
town. In their replies the defendants said that "from 
time whereof the memory of man is not to the 
contrary" they had been used by the inhabitants to 
sell within their crofts or folds adjoining their houses 
or the high street at their pleasure, and to allow such 
persons who brought sheep to be sold at the fairs to 
put them into pens there and so keep them safely by 
themselves. 

It appears that the owners of sheep so accommo-
dated had given the occupiers of the premises for the 
concession mentioned certain small sums of money. 
This, the defendants alleged, led the complainant, 
because of his covetous mind and desiring rather profit 
to himself than in any way to benefit the community, 
to obtain the grant mentioned in the bill, thus 
intending to enrich himself and to charge the Queen's 
subjects attending the fairs and markets with tolls and 
other impositions hitherto not levied at the said fairs. 

The defendants further replied that the fairs had 
usually been kept near the dwelling-houses of the 
inhabitants. The plaintiff, however, meaning to deprive 
the villagers of such profit as heretofore they had 
received had lately, and deliberately, begun to hold 
the fairs in another place some distance from the 
houses; and, indeed, "far distant from the place 
where of ancient time the said markets had been kept, 
seeking thereby the hindrance and discommodity of 
the inhabitants and his own profit". 

How this dispute ended is not explained in any 
document so far seen, but by virtue of the grant of a 
market to John Brooke, son and heir of James, the 
following year, and other documents now to be 
discussed, the plaintiff's bill of complaint must have 
succeeded. A few months later James Brooke died, 
whereupon his son, perceiving the grant of February 
10, 1576 to his father to be void in law, purchased a 
new grant of the fairs, markets, Court of Piepowder 

40 
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and other liberties, to the same effect as the forrher 
grant, on February 1, 19 Elizabeth I (1577), yielding 
the same annual rent of 26s. Sd. 

The next chapter in this account of new informa-
tion on Adwalton Fair also reveals parties at variance, 
even though half a century had elapsed since the 
dispute just recounted. The records' relate to fairs at 
Adwalton, Bradford; Skipton and Pontefract, and the 
alleged injury caused to plaintiffs by the diversion of 
custom by defendants from Adwalton Fair to Bradford 
Fair. The parties were William Brooke, of Dtighling-
ton, and William Brooke, of Adwalton, plaintiffs, and 
John Smith, Robert .Holt, William 4kehead, Robert 
Clarkson,. Thomas Craven; senior, Thomas Craven; 
junior, and Richard Ërighouse, presumably all of 
Biadford, defendants. 

The first .depositions of witnesses were taken at 
iskethill (Westgate Hill, Tong) ; in• parish of 

Ibirstall, on Septembe,r 28, 5 Charles I (1629) before 
William Richards, qrego.rie Armitage. and Walter 
Stahiopé, gëntléiñeh, bÿ virtüé of His Majesty's Com-
mission out of the Couft of the Exchequer Chamber tb 
them and Mr John Okell, clerk, directed on behalf of 
thë .pläifltiffs. Evidénée was giveh by ay, of ähswers 
to interrogatories, nine in number áš follow, datéd 
June 2$, 5 Chârlëš I 

I Do ydu know the parties abóvéùáfrted, also Gëbrge 
Kefit; ecéäéd; abbther dêferìdäht, and dò ÿoü kh6v the 
tbwhs of Bradford and Adwalton. 
2. Do you know br are you a witness to or have you seen 
any grants, assignments or writings whereby John Brooke, 
of Adwalton, father of thë cbuiìpläiñàht Williath BiDoke, 
of Adkvàltbfl, did grant a moiety bf the fairs at Adwáltoh 
to oiie Christopher Sa*ton, or whéfeby the said Christopher 
and one Robért Saxtori, his sob, did grant or assign thé said 
rhoiety to the complainánt Williath Brooke, of Drighlingtoh. 
Has the complainant William Brooke, of Drighlington, ever 
since, and about how long sihce is the same, held and 

2. Jxchequr Depositibns, È 134, 5 bhárle.z I, Mih., 22; and ibid., 6 
Charles I, Mich.; 7. 

'Jl 
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enjoyed the moiety of the said fairs and profits thereof, 
together with John Brooke, father of the other complainant, 
in his lifetime, and after his death, with William Brooke, 
of Adwalton, the other complainant. 
3. Do you know that the said John Brooke, of Adwalton, 
ever since the grant by Letters Patent from Queen Elizabeth 
made to him in or about the nineteenth year of her reign, 
and the said Christopher Saxton and the said complainants 
have held and enjoyed the fortnight and other fairs at 
Adwalton, and taken the tolls and profits thereof and for 
how many years is it to your best remembrance that they 
or some of them have held the same. 
4. Do you know the market towns of Skipton and Ponte-
fract, and is there a like fortnight fair kept at Skipton on 
the Tuesdays before the fortnight fair at Adwalton, and on 
the Saturday after that at Pontefract a like fortnight fair, 
and how is the said town of Adwalton situate or distant in 
miles respectively from Skipton and Pontefract. And is 
the keeping of the said fortnight fair in that manner and in 
such indifferent distance commodious and easeful for all the 
country thereabouts and the drovers and buyers and sellers 
of cattle resorting to any of the said fortnightly fairs. 
5. Has there been at any time during the time of your 
remembrance, and for how many years is that, any fair 
or market kept weekly or otherwise on Thursdays at the 
said town of Bradford. Has any been kept there on the 
Thursdays, other than a weekly Thursday market as for 
corn, butter, cheese, grocery and shamble ware, and for 
other small and common commodities and not for cattle, 
horses or sheep as is usually 'kept at the fortnight fairs or 
markets at Adwalton. 
6. Have you known that any, all and which of the 
defendants, or any other by their procurations of late time, 
and in or about March, April, May and the beginning of 
summer last was two years, and divers other times before 
and since did by any and what means talk, labour, persuade, 
deal or tamper with any drovers, graziers or other chapmen 
which usually before or then resorted or intended to resort 
to the said fortnight fair at Adwalton to buy or sell cattle, 
horses or sheep there, that they would or should not go to 
Adwalton Fair to buy or sell such animals mentioned but 
rather to come to Bradford. Did they, or any of them, 
by their procurements affirm and raise any rumour in or near 
the towns thereabouts that there was no more fortnight or 
other fairs kept at Adwalton as had formerly been, -or that 
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there was no provision made for keeping such, but that the 
same fairs were to be kept at Bradford, and that better 
provision was there made for keeping the same than ever 
had been before at Adwalton, or what did they say to any 
and whom to any such purpose and effect, and when and 
where to the best of your knowledge. 
7. Did any and which of the defendants or any other 
persons by their procurements at any time proclaim or cause 
to be proclaimed at Bradford and Halifax, or any other 
towns thereabouts, or cause any other or Common Crier or 
Bellman at any of the said places to proclaim publicly or 
give notice to the inhabitants that from henceforth the 
Thursday fortnight or other fair which had been formerly 
kept at Adwalton was to be kept at Bradford, or that there 
was a grant from the King's Majesty for keeping a fortnight 
fair at Bradford at the same days and times that the fort-
night fairs had been formerly kept at Adwalton or to any 
such effect, and was there at or about the same times a 
common rumour about the country or in those parts that 
accordingly the fortnight fairs were not to be kept any more 
at Adwalton, and how was the said rumour raised, or by 
what means, as you are verily persuaded. 
8. Did any of the defendants, or anyone on their behalf, 
about Whitsun Wednesday last past stay or stop any chap-
men as they were driving cattle through or near Bradford 
towards Adwalton Fair the Thursday after, or at any other 
time, and pretend that they stayed them for toll. Was any 
such toll ever paid before for the passage of cattle, and did 
the defendants also persuade the said chapmen (drovers) 
to stay with their cattle and goods and sell them at Bradford 
instead of Adwalton. What promise or offer was made to 
them if they would so stay at Bradford. Did they offer 
to find them meat and drink for themselves and cattle and to 
quit them of toll for all the year after or to any such like 
effect or purpose. 
9. What prejudice, loss or damage have the complainants 
sustained by reason of the proclamations that Thursday 
markets and fairs kept at Adwalton were to be removed to 
Bradford, and of stopping cattle at Bradford when on their 
way to Adwalton, and of persuading buyers and sellers of 
cattle to resort to Bradford to buy and sell such cattle as 
were usually bought and sold at Adwalton-3 

As there is repetition in some of the depositions 

3. The interrogatories were signed by William Richards, Gregorie 
Armytage, Walter Stanhope and Tho. Procter. 
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only new evidence, as given by witnesses in turn, will 
be set down here. William Hall, of Drighlington, 
yeoman, aged about eighty years, knew the plaintiffs 
and three of the defendants; he also knew Adwalton 
and Bradford. He was a witness to deeds of sale of 
the moiety, or half part, of the markets and fairs made 
by Christopher Saxton and Robert, his son, to William 
Brooke, of Drighlington, and his heirs. The indenture 
of sale was dated about January 10, 13 James I 
(1616), since when Brooke had enjoyed half the profits 
of the fairs. Ever since about the nineteenth year 
of Queen Elizabeth the Saxtons, John Brooke, of 
Adwalton, and the complainants had held the markets 
and fairs of Adwalton and had taken the profits 
thereof to their own use. Hall thought the plaintiffs 
had suffered loss by the proclamation that the fairs at 
Adwalton were to be held at Bradford, but to what 
extent or value he did not know. 

Bryan Cunningham, of Bradford, gentleman, aged 
fifty-five, testified that during the time he had lived 
at Bradford, which was some six or seven years, there 
had been kept in the town only a weekly market on 
Thursdays and Mondays, when there were usually sold 
butter, cheese, corn, groceries and shambles meat, but 
no beasts or cattle. Cattle were usually sold at one or 
some of the three fairs each year. About two years 
before he saw cattle in the streets of the town on two 
market days, which was unusual; but what became of 
them or for what purpose they were brought there 
he could not tell. Cunningham said that swine were 
sometimes sold at the weekly market. 

Raphe Beeston, of Tong, gentleman, who was 
forty-nine years old, said that he had seen an indenture 
dated February 13, 19 Elizabeth I, whereby John 
Brooke conveyed a moiety of the profits of the fairs 
and markets of Adwalton to Christopher Saxton, 
gentleman. 

Robert Brooke, of Adwalton, butcher, aged forty-
eight years, knew the market towns of Skipton and 

It 

41' 
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Pontefract, and said that there was a fortnight fair 
kept at these places as stated in the fourth interro-
gatory. At these fairs oxen, kine, sheep, horses and 
"such like goods" were sold. For thirty years past, 
Brooke declared, there had been no weekly market on 
a Thursday at Bradford for buying or selling goods 
other than those already mentioned except once a year, 
at the Feast of St Andrew the Apostle, at which fair 
there was a "great store" of cattle to be bought and 
sold. 

This deponent also testified to being appointed 
by the plaintiffs, about Easter of the previous year— 
the keeping of Adwalton Fair being then in question 
between Bradford town and Adwalton—to proclaim 
Adwalton Fairs at Bradford Cross to be kept at 
Adwalton, according to the custom which he did then 
and there proclaim. One George Kent, a defendant, 
since deceased, who was deputy bailiff of Bradford to 
Richard Brighouse, attacked Brooke, thumped him on 
the breast and plucked his hat from him for making 
the announcement. Kent was then ordered by his 
superior, Brighouse, to break Brooke's bones and 
"pack him out of the town". Afterwards this deponent 
heard Kent publicly proclaim that Adwalton Fair 
would be held at Bradford. Brooke further stated that 
a rumour "went over the country" thereabouts that 
Adwalton fairs were to be kept at Bradford. 

Robert Wood, of Drighlington, a husbandman 
fifty years old, was appointed by the complainants to 
be a toll gatherer at Adwalton, as usually he had 
been. He said that various chapmen coming to 
Adwalton Fair about the time mentioned in the sixth 
interrogatory, to buy cattle as they formerly did, were 
not willing to pay their tolls as they had done in the 
past alleging that if they went to Bradford they might 
be toll free for a year. But he could not name the 
drovers who were unwilling to pay toll. Wood stated 
that the toll of Adwalton Fair was worse by 1011. a 
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year, and thought that the decline of the fair was 
occasioned by rumours of the transfer of Adwalton 
Fair to Bradford. 

Dorothy Scott, wife of George Scott, of Drighling-
ton, baker, aged fifty-four, testified that when she was 
at Halifax, "making her market" there, about Eastei 
two years before, she heard one Francis Lee, then bell-
man of Halifax, announce in the Market Place that 
Adwalton fairs in future were to be held at Bradford, 
in just the same manner as they had been kept at 
Adwalton. They were to begin at Bradford on Thurs-
day in the next Easter week. But who ordered the 
bell-man to make such proclamation she did not 
know. It seems that various persons, knowing that 
this deponent lived at Adwalton, asked her whether 
Adwalton Fair was to be held at Bradford, to which 
she answered that she knew no such thing. 

Luke Bloome, of Adwalton, husbandman, who 
was seventy-two years of age, said that as a toll 
gatherer for the plaintiffs at Easter two years previously 
he demanded toll of various drovers, buyers and sellers 
of cattle at Adwalton Fair. They, however, refused 
to pay, alleging that they had the same day bought 
their cattle at Bradford and paid their toll there. 
Bloome said he did not know the names of these 
people as they were "Southern-men". 

So much for the depositions taken at Westgate 
Hill in 1629. On September 27, 1630 further evidence 
was taken in this dispute, which was still in progress, 
this time at Adwalton before William Richards, 
esquire, and Charles Greenwood, clerk. 

The first witness to be called was John Dawson, 
of Bradford, clothier, who was sixty-one. He recalled 
that for fifty years there had been kept at Bradford 
weekly on Thursdays "a little Sillie" market for corn, 
butter, cheese, groceries, shambles ware and other 
commodities, but not for cattle, horses or sheep, as 
was usually held at the fortnightly fair at Adwalton. 
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William Snowden, of Bradford, glazier, aged 
forty-five years, stated that at about the time this suit 
began, which was some two years before, he talked 
with Robert Holt, a defendant, about the difference 
between the parties. Holt, it seems, had gone with 
Robert Clarkson, another defendant, to Keighley Bank 
Top to tell drovers and buyers that came that way 
from Skipton and other places to Adwalton Fair that 
they should stay at Bradford because the fair was to 
be held there and not at Adwalton. 

John Smith, of Bradford, tanner, aged twenty 
years, said that about three years previously he was 
coming with the beasts of one Thomas Brooke, which 
he had bought at Skipton Fair, toward Adwalton Fair 
when, two miles short of Bradford, he met with 
Brighouse and Holt, who desired Smith to stay with 
his beasts at Bradford as a fair for beasts would be 
kept there the following Thursday. 

The next witness, Henry Scott, of Lofthouse, 
yeoman, thirty-five years of age, deposed that three 
years before Brighouse told him that if he or any of 
his friends had cattle to sell they should bring them 
to Bradford and not take them to Adwalton. The 
lords of Adwalton Fair, Brighouse affirmed, had for-
feited or lost their charter for not renewing it and for 
non-payment of the rent due to His Majesty for the 
said fair. Moreover, there would be no more fairs 
at Adwalton, as this fair would be kept at Bradford, 
and if any came to Adwalton Fair either to buy or 
sell an action would be brought against them for so 
doing; in fact, Brighouse said that Bradford men 
would, if necessary, spend 1,000li. on such an action. 
Brighouse told Scott that there was better provision 
at Bradford than at Adwalton, and that a proclamation 
would be made at Bradford Cross by the "cryer", or 
bell-man, to the effect that from thence the Thursday 
fortnight fair at Adwalton would be kept at Bradford. 

Final evidence came from a Bradford cardmaker 
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named Thomas Whawley, who was thirty-two years of 
age. He had heard Brighouse, by all accounts a man 
of law, say that he had searched the records at London 
and there found that a fortnight fair for cattle had 
been anciently kept at Bradford, or near Bradford 
Town End, but that by reason of some sickness— 
possibly an epidemic, for plague and pestilence were 
fairly common in the seventeenth century—it was 
removed to Adwalton. Brighouse was heard to 
declare that it was intended to hold the fair at Brad-
ford again, as anciently it had been. Whawley also 
stated that he had heard it said that Brighouse had 
the "King's broad seal" to show that there might be 
a fortnight fair kept at Bradford for horses, sheep and 
cattle. It appears, too, that this deponent had heard 
that a proclamation was made at Halifax that there 
should be a fortnight fair for cattle and horses at 
Bradford at the same time as at Adwalton. 

Here is an interesting sidelight on the history 
of two local fairs. But whatever Bradford men did 
or did not do to establish their case there is no doubt 
that the fair at Adwalton continued to be held, for 
the toll-taker's book transcribed and printed in this 
journal in 1927 is for the horse fair held there on 
June 2, 1631, soon after the dispute just recorded. 
Furthermore, according to J. W. Walker' the first 
Wakefield cattle market was held in 1765. This called 
forth threats of legal action from the "authorities" at 
Adwalton, who held fairs on alternate Thursdays 
during the summer months. So, we find, the fair at 
Adwalton continued to be held despite the steps taken 
and threats made by supporters of Bradford Fair early 
in Charles the First's reign. 

The references to the "beating-up" of an 
Adwaltonian at Bradford Cross, and the resolve to 
spend 1,000li. on the issue show to what length the 
defendants were prepared to go. But this apart, the 

4. Wakefield: Its History and People, 1939, ii, 500, 
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reference to a fair purported to have been anciently 
held at Bradford every fortnight and its transfer to 
Adwalton is entirely new, and so far nothing to 
substantiate this claim by Richard Brighouse has been 
discovered. The statement by Robert Brooke, of 
Adwalton, that at Bradford cattle were sold only at the 
Feast of St Andrew the Apostle, accords with the 
information we possess of the grant of a five days' fair 
to Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, in 1294. It would 
appear, however, that in course of time other markets 
came into existence in Bradford by prescription, that 
is, by custom or usage, and by statute. 

John Dawson testified that a little "sillie" market 
was held weekly on Thursdays. The meaning of 
"sillie", or silly, here may be taken to be simple, plain, 
rustic or homely, which is the archaic meaning of the 
word when applied to things,' and would probably fit 
the case of the weekly market. The annual fair would 
be a much more important occasion, drawing buyers 
and sellers of animal stock from far afield, and would 
be held over a much longer period than a weekly 
market. 

Bradford, in the writer's opinion, did not emerge 
with credit from this dispute. Its townspeople, ii 
would seem, cast envious and covetous eyes upon the 
neighbouring and prosperous fair of Adwalton, and 
were prepared to go to great lengths, financially and 
otherwise, to gain their ends. Adwalton Horse Fair, 
at 'least, was a very busy one at the time of this 
trouble for, as I said in my original paper, buyers and 
sellers came from Derbyshire, Lancashire, Cumber-
land and Westmorland, besides all parts of Yorkshire. 
It would, therefore, be advantageous to the parties 
interested in the Bradford market if these folk could 
be diverted to that town to do business, even if the 
proprietors of the weekly market were not empowered, 

5. Oxtord En'lish Pirtionar,y. 
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as was šüggešted by witnesses, to admit live animal 
stock to it. 

I have previously declared how interesting and 
chequered is the history of Bradford's markets and 
fairs: this hitherto unknown local feud at least adds 
piquancy to that story. 



MINISTERS AND CHURCHWARDENS NAMED 

IN THE BRADFORD CATHEDRAL REGISTERS 

OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

MINISTERS 

(Vicars of Bradford excluded) 

1605, John Nichols, Horton, clerk 
1606, John Swifte, Bradford, curate 
1608, John Crofte, Bradford, minister 
1617, William Walker, clerk 
1618, Edward Hill, clerk 
1622, Joseph Lister, Bradford, preacher 
1623, Robert Croisdale, clerk 
1624, Jeremy Collier, Bradford, minister 
1630, Joshua Hill, Bradford, minister 
1635, Joseph Fearnley, minister 
1643, David Ellison, Bradford, minister; Thomas Hey, M.A., 

Bradford, (? minister) 
1651, Jeremiah Crossley, minister 
1662, Gamaliel Marsden, Allerton 
1666, Robert Bank, Bradford, minister 
1669, Christopher Nesse 
1692, Francis Gledstone, lecturer (at the Parish Church) 

- , Rev. John Jowett 
- , Thomas Walker, minister 

CHURCHWARDENS 

1601, John Beane, John Parkinson 
1603, William Clarson, Richard Lister, Thomas Selden, William 

Smythe 
1604, William Balye, Edward Coossen, Nicholas Crabtree, 

John Wilson 
1605, Rychard Lylly, George Moone 
1606, Edward Lyster, John Lyster 
1608, John Ffearneley, Robert Grene 
1610, William Barcroft, Abraham Swaine 
1611, Michael Walker 
1613, Jeremye Bowers, Richard Jowett 

(After 1613 the signatures of the churchwardens cease, 
and it is impossible to continue the series to 1667, the 

year in which the churchwardens' accounts begin) 
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Seventy-second Annual Report, 1950 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society have 
pleasure in presenting their Seventy-Second Annual Report for the year 
ended September 30th, 1950. 

E'he Seventy-First Annual Meeting was held on Wednesday, October 
12th, 1949, when Mr. Wyndham T. Vint, M.A., was re-elected President 
for a second year. Mr. G. N. T. Baxter was appointed Secretary in 
place of Mr. J. La Page, and Mr. Baxter's appointment as Excursions 
Secretary was taken over by Mr. John Hustwick. Mr. J. H. Binns was 
appointed Treasurer in place of Mr. C. Whone, and all other Officers 
were unchanged. The following Ladies and Gentlemen were elected to 
the Council : Mrs. H. Balmforth, The Misses M. E. Laycock and V. Gill, 
Messrs. E. Atkinson, A. E. Busby, E. R. Harbron, H. Hird, F.S.A., 
W. A. Wilman. 

The Annual Meeting was followed by a Quiz, " Twenty Questions 
of an Historical Nature ", in which the Questionmaster was Mt. E. R. 
Harbron and the Team consisted of Mrs. Harbron, Miss V. Gill, Mr. 
P. S. Bentham and Mr. G. N. T. Baxter. 

During the course of the year Mrs. I. Holgate, Mr. S. C. Todd and 
Mr. A. E. Simpson have been appointed to the Council to fill the 
vacancies. 

Six Council Meetings have been held during the year, with an 
average attendance of 16. 

The Membership of the Society has increased by 14 during the year 
under review. The Society has admitted 33 new members and there 
have been 11 resignations. 4 members have been removed from the roll 
because of arrears in subscriptions, and 4 members have died during the 
year. The membership now stands at 252. 

The names of new Members are as follows : Mrs. A. Bosomworth, 
Miss E. M. Bairstow, Mr. W. T. Booth, Mrs. H. Blezard, Mr. E. E. 
Dodd, Miss E. Fairburn, Mr. J. Halsall, Mrs. M. B. Hustwick, Mr. R. 
W. Hellyer, Mr. P. S. Hollingworth, Mr. F. Holt, Mr. W. C. Eyre-
Hartley, Mr. J. Holdsworth, Mrs. R. Holdsworth, Miss C. Maudsley, 
Mrs. D. Moyes, Miss G. Northrop, Mrs. L. Padgett, Mr. F. Ratcliffe, 
Mrs. F. Ratcliffe, Mr. J. R. Rudd, Mrs. J. H. Rudd, Miss D. M. Sowden, 
Miss B. M. Shann, Mr. J. Taylor, Miss E. B. Whitaker Miss F. Walker, 
Mrs. E. C. Walker, Miss W. Whitecross, Mr. J. Wilkinson, Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society, and as Junior Members, Mr. H. G. Hargreaves 
and Mr. P. Shackleton. 

The names of the deceased Members are as follows Mrs. Crask, 
Mr. G. S. Smith, Mr. A. A. Foster and Mr. W. A. Wilman. Of these, 
Mrs. Crask has been a Vice-President for about 10 years, and Mr. Wilman 
has been a member of the Council for more than 20 years. 

The Annual Dinner of the Society took place on Saturday, November 
12th, 1949, at Busby's Cafe, Bradford, when the Chief Guest was The 
Rt. Hon. The Earl of Rosse, M.B.E., M.A., Chairman of the Georgian 
Group. He was supported by Professor A. J. Brown, M.A., D.Phil. 
Professor of Economics, The University of Leeds. The attendance at 
the Dinner was 96. 



The Earl of Rosse, in proposing the toast of the Society, appealed 
for assistance for the National Trust in it's efforts to preserve our more 
beautiful buildings, and the Council are pleased to report that, as a 
result of it's mediation between the National Trust and the Corporation 
of Keighley, a joint committee is likely to be formed to administer East 
Riddlesden Hall, one of our nearest Trust buildings and with strong 
connections with the Society. 

Last year reference was made to the National Register of Archives. 
On January 31st, 1950, a committee for the Bradford diocesan area was 
formed. The Society's Retiring President and Honorary Editor were 
elected Chairman and Honorary Secretary, respectively. A meeting for 
all interested in the project was held on April 17th when an address on 
the work to be done for the Register was given by Miss A. G. Foster, 
B.A. A communication to each one of the seventy to eighty persons 
who eighteen months ago submitted their names as helpers was sent 
out at the end of June but the offers of practical support are very few. 

The ancient stained glass given to Boiling Hall Museum last year 
by Mr. R. R. Ackernley, through the Society, was formally handed over 
by the donor on March 7th. It has been inserted in the great window 
of the Dining Hall. The remainder of Mr. Ackernley' s gift—stained glass 
of late eighteenth and early nineteenth century date from Copt Hewick 
Hall—is expected to be placed in position this year. Bolling Hall Museum 
will then possess an almost unrivalled series of English domestic stained 
glass from the mid-fourteenth to the early nineteenth century. 

In June last Part XXXV of The Bradford Antiquary was published. 
This number, which has seventy-two pages and several illustrations, com-
pletes the seventh volume of the New Series. Indexes of personal and 
place names are being prepared by the Honorary Editor and these will 
be incorporated in Part XXXVI. Until this issue is published, there-
fore, members cannot send Volume VII to be bound. Part XXXV, 
which contains a variety of subject-matter of local interest, has been 
well received, and reflects great credit on Mr. Robertshaw, the Hon. 
Editor. 

The average attendance at lectures during the session 1949-50 was 
66, which although an improvement on the previous year, is disappoint-
ing to those who have put in a great deal of effort both in arranging 
and in delivering the lectures. It should be remembered here that the 
lectures are open to the public and that the attendance figure quite 
possibly includes a number of non-members. 

The following lectures were given during the past year 

1949. 
Oct. 12—Annual Business Meeting. Quiz, "Twenty Questions ". 

Nov. 2—" Bingley Local Government "—E. E. Dodd, Esq., M.A. 

Nov. 16—" This is Architecture "—Cyril Sunderland, B.EM., F.R.I.B.A. 

Nov. 30—" Some Historical Pictures "—Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A. 

Dec. 14—" The Story Behind A Pewter Plate —James C. Fenton. 

1950. 
Jan. 11-- The Excavation of The Quernhow Tumulus '—E. R. Harbron. 

Jan. 25—" Archaeology "—Ernest Cummins, Esq., J.P., F.S.A. 

Feb. 8—" Bradford Bankers "—W. C. Eyre-Hartley, Esq., B.Com. 

Feb. 22—" Fortifications and Castles "-
J. La Page, Esq., F.R.G.S., F.S.A. 

Mar. 8—" Some Domestic Byegones of Airedale "-J. Ogden, Esq. 

Mar. 22—Presidential Address. "The Brontes "—W. T. Vint, Esq., M.A. 

The Lectures Secretary, in arranging the above list, has maintained 
the high standard the Society has come to expect of her, and deserves the 
best thanks of the Society for her efforts. 



Suggestions for future lectures are always welcome, and Members 
are invited to write direct to the Lectures Secretary. 

During the Summer Session, a total of ten visits was arranged to 
various places of interest, and members are indebted to all who so 
generously allowed them access to their houses, churches, museums, etc., 
and granted facilities which helped to make the Session successful. Two 
full Saturday excursions were arranged, that to Wensleydale being well 
supported. The average number attending all excursions was 38. The 
Excursions Secretary is to be congratulated on the efficient manner in 
v hich the visits have been conducted, despite present-day difficulties with 
transport and catering. 

The complete Summer Syllabus was as follows :-
Wednesday Evening Excursions— 

May 10—Boiling Hall. 

May 24—Clay House, Greetland, and Elland Parish Church. 

June 14—" The Howroyde ", and Barkisland Hall, Barkisland. 

July 12—Kirkstall Abbey and Museum. 

July 24—Royds Hall, Low Moor. 

Wednesday Half Day Excursions— 

May 31—Tickhill, Roche Abbey. 

June 28—Skipton Church and Castle, Broughton Hall. 

Saturday Half Day Excursion— 

July 8—Wharfedale. 

Saturday Full Day Excursions— 

June 10—Upper Wensleydale. 

June 24—Malton and The East Riding. 

At the conclusion of the final Council Meeting of the year, our 
President announced that he was making a donation of £25 to the Society. 
This gift, at the request of the donor, is to be used to inaugurate a 
President's Library Fund, and the Council, in accepting this most 
generous offer, warmly thanked Mr. Vint, on behalf of all Members. 
This Fund will be used for the purchase of books, etc., for the Library. 

The Council sincerely thank all lecturers, leaders of excursions, 
officers and friends of the Society who have contributed in any way to 
the success of the past year's activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 

WYNDHAM T. VINT, 

President. 
11th October, 1950. 
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Seventy-third Annual Report, 1951. 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 

pleasure in presenting its Seventy-Third Annual Report for the year ended 
September 30th, 1951. 

The Seventy-Second Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, October 11th, 1950, when it was announced that Horace 
Hird, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.N.S., a Member of the Council, had been elected 
President of the Society. Wyndham T. Vint, Esq., M.A., the Retiring 
President, was elected as a Vice-President, and all other Officers of the 
Society had consented to serve for a further year. 15 nominations 
having been received for the 12 seats on the Council, a ballot was held 
and those elected were :—The Misses M. E. Laycock, V. Gill and H. M. 
Trotter, Mrs. I. Holgate, and Messrs. E. Atkinson, P. S. Bentham, 
A. E. Busby, E. E. Dodd, E. R. Harbron, J. C. Shaw, S. C. Todd 
and C. F. Whitaker. 

In view of services rendered to the Society, the following were 
unanimously elected as Honorary Members :—Miss M. Claridge, Hon. 
Auditor, and J. Wilman, Esq., Hon. Lanternist. 

The Annual Meeting was followed by a show of " Travel Films," 
kindly given by A. C. Whitehead, Esq. 

During the course of the year there have been 4 Council Meetings, 
with an average attendance of 18. 

The Membership of the Society continues to increase, and during 
the past year has risen to 271. The Society has admitted 38 new 
Members, and there have been 13 resignations. 3 Members have been 
removed from the roll because of arrears in subscriptions, and 6 Members 
have died during the year. 

The names of the New Members are as follows :—Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Ambler, Mrs. M. Bland, Mrs. E. Brunton, Mrs. M. G. Cragg, Miss Carson, 
Mr. W. N. Crawford, Mr. A. Crossland, Mr. J. E. Elam, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. E. Heap, Miss J. S. Hardwick, Mrs. Handley, Miss A. Hird, Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Hartley, Mr. L. W. Hustwick, Mrs. W. Haigh, Miss P. 
Killerby, Mr. H. E. Lesser, Mr. M. North, Mrs. G. M. Pollard, Mr. 
H. J. Robinson, Mrs. T. Ratcliffe, Miss I. Scott, Mrs. D. Southern, 
Miss M. Salter, Mr. A. Servant, Mr. J. W. Shaw, Miss A. Sharp, Mr. 
H. 0. Winkfield, Miss A. Walker, the Misses D. and A. I. Wildman, 
Mrs. M. Ward, and as Junior Members, Miss H. Elam, Mr. J. G. B. 
Haigh and Mr. B. O'Donnell. 

The names of the deceased Members are as follows :—Mrs. T. H. 
Binus, Mrs. L. Collins, Miss F. Earnshaw, Mr. E. A. Holt, Mr. J. 
Murgatroyd and Mrs. Walton. 

The Society's Annual Dinner took place on Friday, November 3rd, 
1950, at the Midland Hotel, when the new President, Horace Hird, Esq., 
was installed to office. The guests included The Rt. Hon. The Earl 
of Scarbrough, K.G., Lord Lieutenant of the West Riding, The Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Bradford (Aid. Alton Ward, J.P., and 
Mrs. Ward), Lt.-Col. G. E. G. Maiet, of The Record Office, and repre-
sentatives of The Thoresby Society, Wakefield Historical Society and 
Halifax Antiquarian Society. The attendance at the Dinner was 143. 

The Earl of Scarbrough, in proposing the toast of The Society, 
chose for his topic the preservation of old documents, and spoke of the 
work now being carried out by the National Register of Archives. He 
thanked the Society for the part it was playing, and appealed for more 
helpers for the enormous task undertaken by the National Register. 



Other speakers at the Dinner were The Lord Mayor, C. Whone, Esq., 
E. Cummins, Esq., A. Barbour, Esq., and Mrs. I. Holgate. 

The Society takes great pride in the fact that its President, in 
May, 1951, was elected by the City Council to be Lord Mayor of Bradford. 
The honour conferred on our President is due recognition of his sincere 
efforts to serve the city in many capacities, and the best wishes of the 
Society go. out to him, and to Mrs. Hird as Lady Mayoress, during their 
term of office. 

There have been no publications during the year, but mention should 
here be made of "The Story of Baildon," by John La Page, Esq., 
F.S.A., F.R.G.S., a Vice-President of the Society, and for many years 
its President and Secretary. Mr. La Page has admirably dealt with all 
aspects of Baildon's development, and deserves the highest praise for 
his outstanding book. 

Last year reference was made to the Society's help in securing the 
better administration of East Riddlesden Hall. A Joint Committee has 
now been set up, and consists of representatives of the National Trust, 
Keighley Corporation and this Society, and an appeal for funds has been 
launched by the Mayor of Keighley. 

In April, 1951, occurred the Seven Hundredth Anniversary of the 
granting of a Charter of Market Rights to Bradford. The City Council 
were at first loath to mark the occasion by any special celebration, 
and our President accordingly invited the entire Society to a lantern 
lecture on the subject, held at the Connaught Rooms, Bradford, on 
Saturday, April 21st. The lecture was delivered by Wilfrid Robertshaw, 
Esq., M.A., Vice-President and Honorary Editor of the Society, who, in a 
memorable address during which he quoted many dates and figures and 
spoke for almost an hour without a single note, traced the history of 
Bradford's markets from 1251 to the present day. The President, who 
afterwards gave tea to the 151 Members and friends present, is to be 
congratulated on his initiative and most generous action. 

The Winter Session saw a considerable increase in the attendance 
at lectures, an average of 88 being recorded. The lectures covered a 
wide variety of subjects, as the following list will show, and the 
attendance is a tribute to the hard work put in by Miss Ivy Stringer, 
the Lectures Secretary. 

1950 
Oct. 11—Business Meeting. After which " Travel Films " were shown 

by A. C. Whitehead. 

25—" Romance of some Yorkshire Halls." By G. B. Wood. 

Nov. 3—Annual Dinner. 
8—Presidential Address, " Some Impacts of War Upon Coinage." 

22—" The Order of Gilbertines." Rev. E. H. Wheeler. 

Dec. 6—" Mapping the Mediæval Landscape in Yorkshire." 
M. W. Beresford, M.A. 

1951 
Jan. 10—" Record and Architectural Gleanings." 

Mrs. Mabel Bruce, A.R.P.S. 

24—" History of the Wool Industry." John Foster Beaver. 

Feb. 7—" Old Silver." R. H. Goldsby. 

21—" Heraldic Glass." Miss S. C. Priest, M.A. 

Mar. 7—" The Anglian Crosses of the North." 
W. A. G. Doyle-Davidson, B.A. 

21" Mid-Wharfedale." Milton Shackleton. 



The Summer Excursions were well attended, and there was a slight 
increase in the average attendance compared with 1950. The Society 
was fortunate in having competent guides on every occasion, and their 
generous co-operation added greatly to the interest and enjoyment of 
the excursions. 

A full list of places visited is printed below 

May 9—Temple Newsam. 

23 Clayton, Soil Hill Potteries. 

June 16—Ripon. 

20—Tradesmen's Homes, Bradford. 

27—Addingham, Farfield Hall. 

30—Richmond. 

July 4—Hooton Pagnell, Conisborough. 

14—Wharfedale. 

25—Tatefleld Hall, Beckwithshaw. 

Mr. John B. Hustwick, the Excursions Secretary, has once again 
displayed the flair for organisation the Society has come to expect from 
a member of the Hustwick family, and deserves the very best thanks 
of the Society. 

The Council sincerely thanks all lecturers, leaders of excursions, 
and Officers of the Society for their contributions to the success of the 
Society during the past year. 

On behalf of the Council, 

GEOFFREY N. T. BAXTER, 

Honorary Secretary. 

1st October, 1951. 
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Seventy-fourth Annual Report, 1952. 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 
pleasure in presenting its Seventy-Fourth Annual Report for the year 
ended September 30th, 1952. 

The Seventy-Third Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, October 10th, 1951, when it was announced that the Council 
had re-elected Alderman Horace Hird, J.P., F.S.A., F.R.N.S., as President 
for a second year, and that all other Officers of the Society had consented 
to serve for a further year. The following Ladies and Gentlemen were 
re-elected to the Council of the Society :—Mrs. Holgate, The Misses Laycock 
and Trotter, and Messrs. Atkinson, Bentham, Dodd, Harbron, Shaw, Todd 
and Whitaker. In view of his great services to the Society, W. E. Preston, 
Esq., was elected as Honorary Member. 

During the course of the year there have been 4 Council Meetings, with 
an average attendance of 19. 

Once more the Membership of the Society has increased. 50 new 
Members have joined, but 18 have resigned and 7 have died, and after it 
has been found necessary under our Rules to strike off those Members who 
are in arrears with subscriptions, the Membership stands at 293. 

The names of the new Members are as follows :—Mr. & Mrs. K. Arnold, 
Mr. C. W. Allen, Mr. & Mrs. F. E. Burdett, Miss M. Booth, Mr. & Mrs. 
G. G. Bradshaw, Mr. & Mrs. E. Beedham, Rev. J. Clayton, Mrs. F. E. 
Finnie, Miss E. Holdsworth, Mrs. M. Holt, Mr. H. G. Holgate, Mr. B. A. 
Hawkins, Miss D. M. Haiiisworth, Miss B. Isles, Mrs. J. V. Knowles, 
Miss W. Long, Mr. R. B. Lloyd, Mrs. F. Leigh, Miss N. P. Lee, Miss A. 
Morris, Mr. & Mrs. A. North, Mr. G. Naylor, Mr. F. P. and Miss F. M. 
Plunkett,, Mrs. F. E. Priestley, Mr. M. R. Parkinson, The Public Record 
Office, Miss M. F. Robertshaw, Miss E. M. Robinson, Mrs. H. J. Robinson, 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Robson, Mr. R. W. Simpson, Mr. B. M. Sigsworth, Mr. K. 
Short, Mrs. B. Truman, Miss M Tetlow, Miss A. E. Wells, and as Junior 
Members, Miss C. Haley, Miss M. Lloyd, Miss J. A. Naylor and Miss D. 
Wilman. 

The names of the Deceased Members are as follows :—Mr. I-I. Bentley, 
Mr. W. A. Foster, Miss L. Horsman, Mrs. Alice ilird (the Lady Mayoress 
and wife of the President), Mrs. S. H. Moreland, Mr. H. I. Judson and 
Miss B. E. Weatherhead. 

The Society's Annual Dinner was held on Wednesday, October 24th, 
1951, at the Connaught Rooms, Bradford. Sir James Mann, who was to 
have been present as Chief Guest, was unavoidably prevented at the last 
moment from attending, and we were most fortunate to obtain in his place 
Mr. Douglas Hamilton, Chairman of the Governors of Bradford Grammar 
School, who spoke entertainingly of his boyhood days in Bradford. Other. 
speakers included The President, Mr. C. Whone, The Lord Bishop of 
Pontefract, Mr. B. V. Heaton, and Miss Ivy Stringer. There was an 
attendance of' 135. 

A suggestion put forward by the President that a brass plaque be 
placed in the Cathedral to commemorate the Siege of Bradford came to 
fruition during the yeail under review. An appeal for funds was circulated 



to Members, of the Society, and their generous response enabled the Council 
to proceed with its plans. The plaque was unveiled and dedicated at a 
short service in Cathedral on Friday, May 16th, 1952, a few 
days before the President relinquished his Lord Mayoralty. The plaque 
is cast in bronze and depicts the Parish Church Tower hung with wool-
packs. This is a reproduction of a scarce old print. The inscription on 
the plaque runs thus :-

To commemorate the defence of this church during 
the two sieges of Bradford in 1642 and 1643 when 
its tower was hung with wool-packs to protect it 
against the cannon fire of the besieging Royalist 
Army. 
This tablet was given by the President, Alderman 
Horace Hird, J.P., F.S.A., Lord Mayor of the City 
1951-52, and Members of the Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society, A.D. 1951, the year of 
the seven hundredth anniversary of the granting of 

- the first Charter for a Market in Bradford. 

The grateful thanks of the Society are due in no small measure to 
Mr. L. A. J. Heywood, A.R.I.B.A., Deputy City Architect, who drew 
up designs for the plaque and acted throughout in an honorary capacity. 

In May Part XXXVI of The Bradford Antiquary was published. This 
issue, which begins Volume VIII of the New Series, is a large one and 
contains indexes of persons and places mentioned in Volume VII (Parts 
31 to 35, inclusive). Other contents are four local historical papers and 
certain illustrations which, together, make the issue an interesting one. In 
addition, the journal appears in a new cover; this, the Council consider, is 
dignified in appearance and in keeping with the canons of good magazine 
design and production. 

The thanks of the Society to its Honorary Editor can best be expressed 
in a resolution passed at a Meeting of the Council on June 17th, which 
reads : " That the Council of this Society congratulates Mr. Wilfrid 
Robertshaw, ALA., who has been Editor of the Society's Journal and of 
its Local Record Series since the year 1938, on the improved format of 
the latest issue of the Journal and appreciates the conscientious manner in 
which he has always conducted the Journal, to which he has not only 
supplied the necessary indexes but has also made frequent contributions 
from his own historical researches ". The Council wishes to thank also 
the contributors to the Society's Journal, without whose voluntary efforts 
it would be impossible to publish. 

The Library continues to hold the interest of the Members, many of 
whom are continually borrowing books. 

Recent additions to the book-shelves include a wide selection of books of 
antiquarian interest from the library of the late Mrs. Blundell-H'eynemann. 
These were presented by her daughter, Mrs. H. H. Blackburn. 

A number of books relating to local history have been purchased for 
the Society. This has been made possible by the generosity of Mr. 
Wyndham T. Vint, who, it will be remembered, gave the sum of £25 to 
be the nucleus of a Library Trust Fund and to be expended on books in 
accordance with the aims of the Society and at the discretion of the 
Sub-Committee elected to administer it,. 

Our thanks are also, due to Miss M. Claridge, Mrs. Holgate, Messrs. 
J. H. Binns, W. E. Preston, W. Robertshaw and V. T. Vint for books 
presented by them during the past year, and to Miss K. Kendrew, Honorary 
Librarian, for the care and attention she has given to the Library in 
recent years. 



Although the attendance at the Winter Lectures was slightly lower 
than last year, it is nevertheless satisfactory. Non-Members have not been 
discouraged from attending but: the notices in the Press have been 
discontinued. Even so, attendances have been as high as 120, a figure which 
in itself is a resolution of thanks to Miss Ivy Stringer, who has spent many 
hours in arranging the lectures, which were as follows 

1951 
Nov. 7—" Some. Stories Connected with Ancient Buildings in Norfolk." 

Rev. C. J. W.Messeut. 
21—" Leeds Landmarks." K. J. Bonsci. - 

Dec. 5—" The Somatic Evolution of the South African Ape-Men." 
U. U. Watson. 

1952 
Jan. 9—" History of Tong School." J. Halsall. 

23—" The Lune from its Source to the Sea." F. Riley. 
Feb. 6—" The Cotswolds." Miss E. Hanson. 

20—" Recorders and Recorder Music." F. S. Frith. 
Mar. 5—" Temple Newsam and its Treasures." E. I. Musgrave. 

19—Exhibition Evening. An Exhibition of objects of historical and 
antiquarian interest, brought along and described by Members. 

The Summer, Excursions were very well supported, with an average 
attendance of 54. This high figure was due mainly to the use of two 
motor coaches instead of the customary single coach. Members who 
applied for excursions were allotted seats in full, but there were not quite 
sufficient applications to fill completely the second coach, with a consequent 
loss on the Excursions Account. If one coach only had, been used, a profit 
would have resulted, but fewer Members would have been able to participate 
in the excursions. 

Mr. John Hustwick is to be congratulated on the successful running 
of Excursions, and desires to thank all those who helped him, either in 
leading the excursions or in arranging them. 

The full list of places visited is as follows :-

1\Iay 1—Bradford Town Hall. 
28—Fulneck School for Boys. 

June 7—Ribchester. 
11—Bingley. 
25—Leeds. 
28—Thirsk, Mou nt Grace, Osmotlierley. 

July 16—Settle. 
23—Hawkswort.h Hall. 
26—Lincoln. 

The Council wishes to place on record its thanks to the Retiring 
President, Alderman Horace Hird, who has served the Society for two 
years in this capacity. Although the second year of office coincided with 
his Lord Mayoralty, during which he lost his wife through her untimely 
death, Alderman Hird has always kept the Society well to the front of 
his thoughts, and the celebration of the 700th Anniversary of the granting 
of a Charter of Market Rights in 1951, and the more recent erection of a 
plaque in the C-athedral, will always remain for Members as a tribute to 
Alderman Hird's generosity, foresight and love of the Society. 

The Council wishes to thank most sincerely all lecturers, leaders of 
excursions and other Officers and friends of the Society who have in any 
way contributed to the successful maintainance of its aim and objects. 

On behalf of the Council. 
GEOFFREY N. T. BAXTER, 

Honorary Secretary. 
lst October, 1952. 
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Seventy-fifth Annual Report, 1953. 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 
pleasure in presenting its Seventy-Fifth Annual Report for the year ended 
September 30th, 1953. 

The Seventy-Fourth Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, October 8th, 1952, when it was announced that the President 
of the Society for the coming year would be Edwin R. Harbron, Esq., 
and that all the Officers of the Society had consented to serve for a further 
year. The following Ladies and Gentlemen were elected to the Council :-
Mrs. Holg.ite, the Misses Laycock and Trotter, and Messrs. Atkinson, 
Bentham, Dodd, Halsall, Lloyd, Shaw, Simpson, Todd and Whitaker. 

During the course of the year the Council has met on 4 occasions, with 
an average attendance of 20. This attendance, of course, includes the 
Vice-Presidents and Officers of the Society. 

The Membership of the Society continues to increase. During the 
year under review 44 Members have been elected, and one Junior Member 
has become a full Member. On the other hand, five resignations have 
been received, four Members have died, and six Members, being three 
years in arrears with subscriptions, have been removed from the Roll in 
accordance with the Rules. Thus there has been a net increase of 29 
Members, and Membership now stands at 322. Of this latter figure, 310 
are Full Members, 8 are Juniors, 3 are Honorary Members and 2 are 
Members of Her Majesty's Forces. 

The names of the newly-joined Members are as follows :-

Dr. W. Alderson 
Miss E. M. Briggs 
S. P. Emmott 
E. Garnett 
J. Holdsworth 
L. A. J. Heywood 
P. Laycock 
Mrs. P. Meihuish 
S. Rayner 
Mrs. W. Robertshaw 
Mrs. P. Shackleton 
Mr. & Mrs. T. G. Sheriff 
Mrs. R. W. T. Vint 
Miss Al. Walsh 
Mrs. N. Ashworth 
J. Davies 
Miss M. Emmott, 
Miss J. A. Hancock 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Holdsworth 
Mrs. J. Knott 
Miss F. E. Manfield 

The names of the deceased 
B. O'Donnell. E. B. Lister. R. L. Foster. T. I. Clough. 

Members are asked to note particularly the Financial Statement 
appearing at the end of this Report. In comparison with last year, the 

Mrs. B. G. Nixon 
Miss M. Riley 
Mrs. E. Smith 
Mrs. A. Stocks 
A. Topham 
J. Walker 
Miss C. Willison 
Mrs. M. Borowiecke 
L. Durham 
Al. H. Essen 
C. Haskell 
C. B. Hollingworth 
R. Leach 
G. Mason 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Priestley 
G. F. Renton 
Miss M. Stephenson 
Mrs. F. Swaine 
Miss A. Tordoff 
A. C. Widd 

Members are as follows :-



"UI 

Bank Balance is substantially higher, but it must be borne in mind that 
no publications have appeared this year, and that funds must be accumu-
lated to cover the increased printing bills. It is hoped, in the near future, 
to publish Part 4 of the Kipping Chapel Registers, thus bringing to a 
conclusion Volume IV of The 'Local Record Series,' and the Council would 
like to see many more Members taking out subscriptions for this publication. 
Copies of the ' Local Record Series ' will be on sale at all lectures during 
the forthcoming Winter Session. 

The ' Local Record Series ' is not to be confused with the Society's 
Journal, 'The Bradford Antiquary,' which is issued to all Members 
whenever published, the last issue having been made in 1952 at a. cost of 
almost £300. 

It can be seen, therefore, that a quicker accumulation of funds is 
vitally necessary if the Society is to fulfil the aims and objects for which 
it came into being, and the Council has decided to put certain recommenda-
tions before the next Annual Meeting. Details of these recommendations, 
if proceeded with, will be circulated to all Members with the Winter 
Syllabus. 

The Society's Annual Dinner was held on Friday, October 24th, 1952, 
at the Liberal Club, Bradford. The Guests of Honour were Raynor D. 
Chapman, Esq., Editor of The Yorkshire Observer and Doctor P. P. 
Townend, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.T.I., of the University of Leeds. Speeches 
throughout the evening were of a very high order, and there was an 
attendance of 111. 

As the Society this year celebrated its 75th year of existence, and 
had entered upon another Reign, Mr. Arthur E. Busby, well known to 
Members for his work on the Council and for many years an officer of the 
Society, gave a Garden Party on June 24th. Some 80 Members attended, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Busby deserve the Society's thanks for their generous 
hospitality. 

The Library continues to be of service to the Members of the Society, 
and has been well supported during the 12 months now ending. 

The number of books has been increased by gifts from the Hon. 
Auditor, Miss H. M. Claridge, also from Messrs. E. B. Ha.rbron, W. T. 
Vint and J. Lapage. In addition, several purchases of suitable books, 
some from the library of the late Professor Hamilton Thompson, formerly 
of Leeds University, have been made by means of the President's Library 
Fund, under the guidance of the Library Sub-Committee. 

A full programme of Winter Lectures was carried out, and despite 
bad weather on two occasions, the average attendance was 100. 

The Syllabus was as follows :-

Oct. 8 Business Meeting. 
Oct. 24 Annual Dinner. 
Nov. 5 *presidential Addiess : "Some Roman Sites." 
Nov. 19 *"The River Aire from Malham Tarn to the Ouse." 

JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 
Dec. 3 *"Some Bygone Bradford Characters." 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 
Jan. 7 *"The Old Lead Smelting Mills of the Yorkshire Dales." 

R. T. CLOUGH, A.R.L13.A. 



Jan. 21 
Feb. 4 

Feb. 18 
Max. 4 

Mar. 18 

"Old English Toby Jugs." J. D. NEIL SMITH. 
1"The Archaeology of Ireland." 

Miss W. C. WHITECROSS, M.A. 
"East Riddlesden Hall." CLIFFORD WHONE. 
*"Parish Records of the Old Bell Chapel, Thornton." 

Mrs. I. HOLGA'IE. 
*"Further Light on Hadrian's Wall." 

ERNEST CUMMINS, J.P., F.S.A. 

* Lantern Lecture. t Illustrated by Epidiascope. 

For the third successive year Mr. ,John Hustwick arranged a very full 
and varied Excursions Syllabus, and it is with very great regret that he 
finds it necessary for business reasons to hand over his office. His successor 
will be Mr. R. B. Lloyd, who has in the past two years co-operated with 
Mr. Hustwiek in the running of several excursions. 

The full list of places visited is as follows :-

*May 6 
*May 27 
§June 13 
*June 17 
June 24 
tJuly 4 
*July 8 
July 18 

*July 22 

Drighlington, Gornersal. 
Batley. 
Southwell. 
Low Moor. 
Garden Party. 
Stonyhurst, Whalley. 
Keighley. 
Barwick, etc. 
Shipley. 

Wednesday Half Day. - §Saturday Full Day. 
*Wednesday Evening. tSaturday Half Day. 

The Council is pleased to announce that all other Officers of the Society 
have agreed to remain in office for a further year, and wishes to thank them 
for the considerable time and effort given to the cause of the Society. 

The Council also wishes to place on record its appreciation of thanks 
to all lecturers, leaders of excursions, speakers at the Annual Dinner, and 
many other friends of the Society, without whose generosity and co-operation 
it would not be possible to continue. 

In conclusion, the Council desires to thank all Members of the Society 
for their support during the past year, and looks forward with confidence 
to another successful year in furtherance of our aims and objects. 

On behalf of the Council, 

GEOFFREY N. T. BAXTER, 

Honorary Secretary. 
1st October, 1953. 



To Balance at Bank, October 1st, 1952 C
R
 

PRESIDENT'S LIBRARY FUND ACCOUNT. 

C
O
 

-
 
-
 

0
 

0
 

0
0
0
0
 0
 

9-.
 

LdIDIU 

C
D
 
0
0
 
C
D
 

-
 

0
1
 
-
'
 
0
0
 
C
O
 
C.
1 

-
'

LI
Z)
 
k
b
 

0
0
0
D
œ
C
D
 

LNaTAVd 

'IV'aNE[O ÆNITI000V 

Cash Account for the year ended 30th September, 1953. 



ißrabfcnt' 1bítoiícaL anb 1ntiquarian %ocict2 

Seventy-sixth Annual Report, 1954 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 
pleasure in presenting its Seventy-Sixth Annual Report for the year ended 
September 30th, 1954. 

The Seventy-Fifth Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, October 14th, 1953, at thè Mechanics Institute, Bradford. 
The President, Edwin R. Harbron, Esq., was in the Chair. He said 
that he had been invited to stay in office for a further year, and was 
happy to do so., With the exception of Mr. John Hustwick, Honorary 
Excursions Secretary, all other Officers had consented to serve for a further 
year. He thanked Mr. Hustwick for the painstaking way in which he 
had carried out a most successful excursions programme, and announced 
that Mr. Hustwick's successor in office would be Mr. R. B. Lloyd. Miss 
M. Claridge was re-elected as Honorary Auditor to the Society, and the 
following Ladies and Gentlemen were elected to the Council :—Mrs. 
Holgate, the Misses Laycock and Trotter, and Messrs. Atkinson, Bentham, 
Davies, Dodd, Halsall, Shaw, Simpson and Whitaker. The Presidént 
then elaborated on. the Balance Sheet and pointed, out that printing 
costs, -newspaper advertisements and rent of rooms had considerably 
increased, and that- some increase in Members' subscriptions had become 
necessary. The Council of the Society had- recommended an increase in 
the Annual Subscription from 10/- to 15/-, but that the subscription 
for a Junior Member should remain unaltered at 2/-.- After discussion 
the increase was approved by the Meeting. 

At the conclusion of business, Tea and Biscuits were served, and 
the evening was completed with a talk by Miss Morrison and a. film 
show dealing with the history of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution. 
A collection in aid of th'R.N.L.I. yielded £7 Os. 3d. 

An omission in the Seventy-Fifth Annual Report can now be 
rectified. At the conclusion of the Seventy-Fourth Annual Meeting Mr. 
Wade Hustwick, at verý short notice, gave a talk, illustrated with lantern 
slides, on " The Brontes 

During the course of the year the Council has met on 5 occasions, 
and there, has been an averge attendance of 15. 

The Membership of the Society stands at 289, a decrease on kLst 
year. During the year 18 Members have been elected but there have 
been 37 resignations, five Members have died, and nine Members, being 
three years in arrears with subscriptions, have been removed from the 
Roll. 

Members elected during the year were 

Mr. P. Birch Mr. H. Booth Mr. D. Chambers. 
Mr. G. A. Collins Mrs. G. A. Collins Miss Collins (Junior) 
Miss M. Famish Mrs. E. Ferrett - Mrs. Gregson 
Mr.. A. Hart Mr. H. V. Hodgson Mr. H. M. Jones 
Mrs. C. A. Norton Mr. G. W. Priestley Mr. G. Roberts 
Mr. N. Walton Mrs. A. L. Wilkinson, Mrs. .G. D. Wilkinson 

It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of several long-
standing Members of the Society, namely Mrs. Foster, Mrs. Wlnian, 



Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Heaton and Mr. \tickerman. All served the Society 
well. Mr. Vincent Heaton was a Vice-President of the Society at the 
time of his death, and held the office of President during the Society's 
Diamond Jubilee Year. He had held many of the other offices in the 
Society. Mr. Atkinson joined the Society in 1923 and was, a Member 
of the Council for many years. Mrs. Wilman, whose late husband was 
a Member of the Council and whose son is the Society's Honorary 
Lanternist, was for 25 years a Member of the Society. Mrs. Foster, 
although she had left the district to live in Shetland, maintained a close 
contact with the Society, and Mr. Vickerman, without whom an excursion 
seems incomplete, always took an active part in the Society's affairs. 
The five deceased Members had a total of 122 years membership, and 
the Society is the poorer by their passing. 

As evidence of the changes that occur in the membership strength 
of the Society it is of interest to note that of the 289 Members now 
reported, only twelve have a twenty-five or more years' unbroken record 
as Members. 

The Society's Annual Dinner was held on Wednesday. October 28th. 
1953, at the Midland Hotel, Bradford. The 65 persons present enjoyed 
an excellent meal, and the Toast to the Society was proposed by the 
Very Rev. F. Lloyd Hughes, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., T.D., M.A., Dean of 
Ripon, to which the President replied. Mr. G. N. T. Baxter then 
proposed -the Toast to the Guests, and the response was made by the 
Rev. A. J. Lewis, M.A., Headmaster of Fulneck School. Finally, 
Dr. F. J. 0. Coddington, LL.B., proposed the Toast to the Ladies, and 
Mrs. Harbron replied. 

In February Volume IV of the Local Record Series (" Registers of the 
Independent Chapel of Kipping in Thornton ") was brought to a close 
with the publication of Part IV. This issue contained an introduction 
and indexes of persons and places. A new number of The , Bradford 
Antiquary is in the press and is expected to be published shortly. The 
cost of this issue will be met, of course, out of the balance in hand 
shown in the financial statement on page 4 of this Report; but the 
Council have been concerned to give Members a new journal this year 
as some return for the increase in the membership subscrption decided 
upon at the Annual General Meeting last year. 

The interest of the Members has been well maintained in the Library 
during the last twelve months, although the number of books borrowed 
has not been so numerous as in previous years. Several new books have 
been added to the Library during the year, some by purchase and some 
by gift. The Library Sub-Committee extends its thanks to Mrs. Bentham 
for her welcome gift of books 

The University of Leeds, in 1953, celebrated its 50th Anniversary, 
and our President was invited to the various functions, as this Society's 
representative. He was made most welcome and we are grateful to the 
University for its consideration. 

Despite an excellent programme, the attendance at Winter Lectures 
dropped to an average of 89. This decrease in attendance can no doubt 
be partly attributed to the influence of television, which affects cultural 
societies no less than it affects cinemas and theatres. On the. other 
hand, Mr. Robertshaw's lecture on December 2nd attracted a record 
attendance of 160 who crowded into the Science Room to bear him speak. 



Owing to illness, the President was unable.. to be present at the last 
- two lectures, when the Chair was taken by Mr. Robertshaw and Mr. 
Wade Hustwick respectively. The Presidential Address had to be 
cancelled, and we are greatly indebted to Mr. Cummins who lectured 
to us at very short notice. 

The Syllabus - was as follows 

1953 
Oct., 14 Business Meeting. Film and address on the work of the 

R.N.L.I. 

Nov. 4 " Witchcraft in Lancashire." T. A:: STARKIE. 

Nov: 18 An Old Library." CANON D.- M. M. BARTLETT. 

Dec. 2 " Some Old Local Halls and Homesteads." 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

1954 

Jan: 13 ,*" The River \Vharfe from its Source t the Ouse." 

JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 

Jan. 27 Bingley in the 16th Century. ' E. E. DODD, M.A. 

Feb. 10 *" The City of York." A. G. BIGNEY. 

Feb. 24 ' Caves and Potholes of the Yorkhire Dales." J. 0. iMYERS., 
Mar . 10 The History of Keighley CLIFFORD WHONE 

Mar. 24 " Greece and the Near East.' . 

ERNEST CUMMINS, J.P., F.S. 

* Lantern Lectures 

A varied Excursions programme was carried out and was much enjoy'ed 
by those who attended. The list of places visited is as follows :-

June 2 Wednesday Half-day. 

June 16 Wednesday Evening-, 

June 26 Saturday Half-day. 

July 3 Saturday Full Day. 

July 14 Wednesday Evening. 

July 21 Wednesday Evening. 

Kirby Malham District, Hanlith Hall. 

Almondbury Parisi Church & Grammar 
School, Castle Hill Excavations. 

York. 

Helmsley Castle, Byland Abbey, 
Coxwold Church. 

Otley. 

Old Baildon. 

In concluding this Report, the Council desires to thank all those who 
have helped the Society in the year just ended, by lecturing, or leading 
excursions, or speaking at the Dinner, or by writing for the journals, 
or in any other way. Many of the above tasks can be carried out by 
Members of the Society, and the Council, while expressing its gratitude 
to the many Non-Members for their assistance, invites Members to come 
forward and offer their services, foi the greater enjoyment of their 
fellow-Mémbers and themselves alike. 

On behalf of the Council, 

GEOFFREY N. T. BAXTER, 

Honorary Secretary. 
1st October, 1954; 
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Seventy-seventh Annual Report, 1955. 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 

pleasure in presenting its Seventy-Seventh Annual Report for the year 
ended September 30th, 1955. 

The Seventy-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, October 13th, 1954, at the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, 
with the President, Mr. Edwin R. Harbron, in the Chair. Mr. Harbron 
informed the Members present that he was to be succeeded in office by 
Miss Ivy Stringer, who would temporarily hand over her office of Lectures 
Secretary to Mrs. I. Holgate. Mr. J. C. Shaw had consented to take 
over as Excursions Secretary in place of Mr. Lloyd, and all other offices 
were unchanged. The following Ladies and Gentlemen were then elected 
to the Council:—Mrs. I. Holgate, Miss M. E. Laycock, Miss H. M. 
Trotter, Mr. P. S. Bentham, Mr. J. Davies, Mr. E. E. Dodd, Mr. L. A. J. 
Heywood, Mr. J. B. Hustwick and Mr. A. E. Simpson. The evening 
ended with a lecture on " Local Witchcraft," given by Mr. Wade 
Hustwick. 

During the course of the year the Council has met on 4 occasions, 
with an average attendance of 14. 

The increase in the Annual Subscription, approved at the Seventy-
Fifth Annual Meeting, has affected the total membership of the Society. 
Although 16 new Members were elected during the year, there were 19 
resignations, 2 Members died, and 8 were struck off through being in 
arrears with their subscriptions, the net result being that the total 
Membership dropped to 276. 

Members elected during the year were:— 

The Thoresby Society 
Miss J. A. Birkby 
Miss K. J. Creaser 
Mr. K. Dalton 
Mrs. M. Fairbank 

Members who died 
Mr. F. Plunkett. 

Miss R. Hannam 
Mr. J. S. King 
Mr. J. Lee 
Mr. P. Longbottom 
Mr. P. Paley 
during the year were 

T','lrs. F. Parkinson 
Mr. J. H. Robinson 
Mr. B. A. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Watson 
Mr. R. J. Whiteley 

Mrs. E. L. Al. Brown and 

The Society's Annual Dinner was held on Thursday. November 4th, 
1954, at Busbys' Fountain Hall Assembly Rooms, with an attendance 
of 80. After Miss Ivy Stringer had been installed as President, Miss M. E. 
Laycock proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring President and Mr. 
E. R. Harbron responded. The Toast of "The Society " was ably 
proposed by the Rev. J. P. Newell, Headmaster of Bradford Grammar 
School, and the President replied. Mr. Ernest Cummins then proposed 
a Toast to "The Guests," and Capt. W. A. Craven, of Wakefield 
Historical Society, responded. Finally Mr. Wade Hustwick proposed a 
Toast to " The Ladies," to which Miss Olive Collinson replied. 

Part XXXVII of "The Bradford Antiquary" was published during 
the autumn of 1954 and Members will wish to join the Council in con-
gratulating our Honorary Editor on another splendid issue. The Editor 
hopes to bring out a new number within the next few months, and again 
it is expected to tontain some interesting papers There can never be 
too many contributors to our journals, and the Editor invites any 
Member who has something useful or interesting to impart to submit a 
paper to him for consideration. 

li 

o 



ILa 

The Library has been added to during the year by books donated 
Dy Mr. E. R. Harbron on the completion of his term of office as President 
of the Society, and by gifts from Mrs. Heaton from her late husband's 
collection, from Mr. J. La Page and Mr. J. S. King, by Miss Stringer, 
and by purchases from the President's Library Fund. Permission has 
been received for the Society to place another bookcase in the Science 
Room of the Mechanics' Institute, and it is hoped this will ease the 
strain and overcrowding in the existing bookcases. 

The Council reports with very great regret the resignation of Miss 
K. Kendrew as Honorary Librarian and Assistant Treasurer. For the 
past seven years Miss Kendrew has carried out her duties to perfection, 
and for the interest she has taken in caring for the books and documents 
in her charge she deserves the very best thanks of all Members. Our 
good wishes will accompany her when she leaves Bradford in the near 
future, and we trust that some kindred Society will be as fortunate as 
ours in having Miss Kendrew in charge of the Library. 

A full and comprehensive Lectures Syllabus was arranged. The 
drop in attendances was due solely to the unusual severity of the weather, 
and in no way reflects on the choice of lectures or lecturers. The 
Syllabus was as follows:-

1954 

Oct. 13 Business Meeting followed by a lecture entitled " Local 

Witchcraft." WADE HUSTWICK. 

Oct. 2 " Agricola." EDWIN R. HARBRON. 

Nov. 4 ANNUAL DINNER. 

Nov. 10 *Presidential Address: "North Wales." Miss H. I. STRINGER. 

Nov. 24 *" Heraldry." R. BRETTON. 

Dec. 8 " The Beverley Mystery Plays." 

WILFRID ROBERTSHA\V, M.A. 

1955 

Jan. 12 "Stuart and Georgian Bingley." E. E. DODD, M.A. 

Jan. 26 'i" Wensleydale and the River Ure from its Source to the Ouse." 

- JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 

Feb. 9 An old Will and what followed." Rev. J. CLAYTON, M.A. 

Feb. 23 " The Age of the Stage Coach." Mrs. I. HOLGATE. 

Mar. 9 "History of Keighley." Part 2. CLIFFORD'WHONE. 

Mar. 23 t" Almondbury's Historic School." 

F. S. HUDSON, B.A., F.R.G.S. 

* Lantern Lecture. t Illustrated by Epidiascope. 

It will be noted that the majority of lectures were given by Membex 
of the Society. 

The Summer Excursions were all well attended, the coaches being 
booked to capacity and several Members attending in their own cars. 



Those present on the excursions commented on the varied interest of 
the different places visited, and the success of the season's excursions 
reflects great credit on Mr. J. C. Shaw. 

The Syllabus was as follows:— 

May 19 Wednesday Evening: Shibden Hall. 

June 2 Wednesday Half-day: Malham (R). 

June 16 Wednesday Evening: Huddersfield. 

June 26 Saturday Half-day: York (R). 

July 3 Saturday.Full Day: Helmsley, Coxwold (R). 

July 14 Wednesday Evening: Otley. 

July 21 Wednesday Evening: Baildon. 

Excursions marked (R) were restricted in respect of Coach accommodation. 

Although it would appear from the statistics that Membership is 
down, and attendance at lectures has dropped, this does not imply that 
there is any lessening of interest among the existing Members. The 
financial position is much stronger since subscriptions were increased; 
it will thus be possible to publish our journals more frequently, and it 
is hoped that all Members feel they are getting value for their money. 
In conclusion, the Council takes this opportunity of expressing its thanks 
to all who have contributed during the past year towards the fulfilment 
of the aims and objects of the Society. 

GEOFFREY N. T. BAXTER, 

Honorary Secretary. 

1st October, 1955. 
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Seventy-eighth Annual Report, 1956. 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 

pleasure in presenting its Seventy-Eighth Annual Report for the year 
ended 30th September, 1956. 

The Seventy-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, 12th October, 1955, at the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, 
with the President, Miss H. I. Stringer, in the Chair. Miss Stringer 
informed the Meeting that she was to be succeeded in office by Mr. 
Wilfrid Robertshaw, the Society's Hon. Editor, who last held the office 
of President 21 years ago. Miss Stringer would again take over the office 
of Hon. Lectures Secretary, and Mrs. Holgate would take over the Library 
from Miss Kendrew. The other Officers had all consented to serve for a 
further year, and the following ladies and gentlemen were then elected 
to the Council:—Miss 0. Collinson, Miss K. Kendrew, Miss M. E. Laycock, 
Miss H. M. Trotter, Mr. P. S. Bentham, Mr. J. Davies, Mr. E. E. Dodd, 
M.A., Mr. L. A. J. Heywood, A.R.I.B.A., Mr. J. B. Hustwick, A.S.A.A., 
and Mr. A. E. Simpson. The evening ended with a film show given by 
Mr. A. C. Whitehead. 

During the course of the year the Council has met on 5 occasions, 
with an average attendance of 17. 

Total membership of the Society shows a decrease from our last 
Report, 17 new members have been elected, but 14 have resigned, 6 have 
died, and 18 have been struck off under Rule VII. Membership now stands 
at 255. Members elected during the year were:—Mr. E. W. Moulson, 
Miss G. Mosley, Miss E. Moorhouse, Mrs. E. Birch, Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Jackson, Mr. G. R. Oliver, Miss H. M. Askew, Mr. A. Baxter, Mr. A. 
King, Mr. C. Steward, Mrs. B. Sissling, Mr. S. Buckley, Miss J. Dodgson, 
Miss A. Walker, Mrs. A. Sugden, Mrs. W. MacPherson. 

Members who died during the year were Mr. E. L. Gaunt, Mrs. F. M. 
Carson, Mr. J. S. Rayner, Mr. G. Lambert, Dr. F. J. 0. Coddington 
and Mr. W. Haxby. Mr. Haxby had been a member for 37 years, Mr. 
Rayner for over 30 years, and the six deceased members had a total 
membership of 135 years, truly a great loss to the Society. 

In March Part XXXVIII of "The Bradford Antiquary" (New Series) 
was published. This issue, which contains some interesting papers and 
several illustrations, has been favourably commented upon by a few 
members. One, living in New South Wales, writes (July 1, 1956) " I 
really think the 'Antiquary' is better than ever, and I look forward to 
reading each issue." Here is proof, if proof were needed, of the link 
which the journal provides between the Society and its members, especially 
those living in places remote from Bradford. Because of this they cannot 
attend lectures and excursions, which is all the more reason why the 
pages of "The Bradford Antiquary" should contain only the results of 
original archæological, historical and genealogical research since they are 
already acquainted with the contents of books on local history. 

The Aireborough Urban District Council sought the Society's help in 
the matter of the preservation of buildings of historical or architectural 
interest that lie within Aireborough. The Society's Council delegated the 
task of inspecting and reporting upon such buildings as were considered 
worthy of preservation under Section 30 of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947. to a sub-committee consisting of the President, the Honorary 
Secretary and Mr. L. A. J. Heywood, a member of the Council. The work 
has been done and a schedule has been approved by the Council before 
its transmission to the Aireborough Urban District Council. The Council 
of the Society are happy to have been able to co-operate in this useful 
piece of work. 



The Hon. Librarian, Mrs. I. Holgate, reports a busy session during 
the Winter session 1955-56. 

80 books were issued on loan to members of the Society on a wide 
variety of subjects. This shows an increase of 29 on the previous year. 

Additions to the Library over the same period are as follows :-

Purchased 15 books; by gift 2 books; Total 17 books. 

Also presented to the Society's library, one map of Bradford dated 
1880 and various journals. 

As the accommodation for the growing library had become inadequate 
it was decided at a meeting of the Library Sub-committee that another 
bookcase should be purchased. This case, now called the "W. T. Vint" 
bookcase, is installed in the Science Room. 

The work of revising the Library Catalogue of the Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society has commenced. Mr. Harris, who has undertaken 
this task, hopes to make rapid headway during the coming weeks. 

There was an average attendance of 65 at the Winter Lectures. The 
Syllabus was as follows :-

1955 
Oct. 12 Business Meeting and Installation of President followed by a 

film exhibition by Mr. A. C. WHITEHEAD. 
Oct. 26 "The Study of the Folk Life of the English People." 

C. M. MITCHELL. 
Nov. 9 "The History of the Road." S. G. WARDLEY, B.Sc.. 

A.M.I.C.E., M.I.Mun.E. 
Nov. 23 *"The Ancient Cathedrals of England." A. G. BIGNEY. 
Dec. 14 *presidential Address: "Some Antiques and Bygones." 

WILFRID ROBERTSHA\V, M.A. 
1956 

Jan. 11 *"The Story of Baildon." JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 
Jan. 25 "Yorkshire's Rural Heritage." (Specimens). 

F. ATKINSON, B.Sc., A.M.A. 
Feb. 8 *"place Names in the West Riding Dales." 

Mrs. L. M. BLAND, M.A. 
Feb. 22 "Ancient Yorkshire Gallows." E. GREENWOOD. 
Mar. 7 *"Northward to the Scottish Border." G. B. WOOD. 

Mar. 21 t"The First Artists." J. DAVIES. 
* Lantern Lecture. t Epidiascope. 

An interesting and varied programme of excursions was provided for 
the months of May, June and July, consisting of five Wednesday evenings, 
one Wednesday half-day, two Saturday half-days and one Saturday full 
day. These were well attended, the average attendance being 50 members 
on each outing and it was agreed that the appreciation expressed by the 
members made the organisation of the trips well worth while. 

The full programme was as follows 

1956 
May 16 
May 30 
June 9 
June 13 
June 20 
June 30 
July 4 
July 14 

July 25 

Wednesday Evening. 
Wednesday Evening. 
Saturday Half-day. 
Wednesday Evening. 
Wednesday Half-day. 
Saturday Full Day. 
Wednesday Evening. 
Saturday Half-day. 

Thornton and Allerton. 
Allerton Mauleverer and Goldsborough. 

Houghton Tower and Rufford Old Hall. 
Halifax. 
Burton Agnes Hall. 

Beverley. 
Norton Conyers and Wath. 
Leake, 'Kirkby Sigston, Brompton and 

Danhy Wiske Churches. 
Wednesday Evening. Rawdon. 



It is regretted that the Seventy-Seventh Annual Report listed 
incorrectly the 1955 Summer Excursions, and the correct Syllabus was 
as follows :-

1955 

May 21 Saturday Half-day. Well Church, Snape Castle Chapel, Masham 
and Tanfield Churches. 

June 11 Saturday Full Day. Sizergh Castle, Kirkby Lonsdale and 
Beetham Church. 

June 22 Wednesday Evening. Rudding Park and Harlow Carr. 

June 25 Saturday Half Day. Lyme Park and Bramall Hall. 

July 6 Wednesday Evening. Thornton. 

July 13 Wednesday Evening. Fountains Abbey. 

July 20 Wednesday Half-day. Seriby Hall, Austerfield and Carlton-in-
Lindrick Churches. 

In concluding this Report, the Council wishes to thank all the many 
people, Members and non-Members alike, who have contributed in any way 
to the successful running of the Society in the year just ended. 

On behalf of the Council, 

GEOFFREY N. T. BAXTER, 

Honorary Secretary. 

1st October, 1956. 
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Seventy-ninth Annual Report, 1957. 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 
pleasure in presenting its Seventy-ninth Annual Report for the year ended 
30th September, 1957. 

The Seventy-eighth Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, 10th October, 1956, at the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, 
when Miss H. M. Claridge, A.S.A.A., was re-elected as Honorary Auditor. 
All other Officers of the Society had consented to serve for a further year. 
There were three nominations for the Council. The Council elected was 
Mrs. L. M. Bland, M.A., Miss M. F. La'ycock, Miss M. Lister, B.D., Miss 
H. M. Trotter, and Messrs. P. S. Bentham, Rev. J. Clayton, M.A., J. Davies, 
E. E. Dodd, M.A., L. A. J. Heywood, A.R.I.B.A., J. B. Hustwick, F.S.A.A., 
and A. E. Simpson. After the business of the meeting had been completed, 
the evening ended with a film exhibition given by Mr. R. Webster of the 
Bradford Education Department. 

At a meeting of the Council held in June, Mr. E. E. Dodd, M.A., of 
Bingley, was elected as President for the 1957/58 Session, and Mr. Wilfrid 
Robertshaw, M.A., the retiring President, was re-elected as a Vice-President. 

During the course of the year the Council has met on five occasions, 
with an average attendance of sixteen. 

There has been a decrease of seven in the membership during the year, 
and the total membership now stands at 248. Fourteen new members have-
been elected, twelve have resigned, four have died, and six have been struck 
off under Rule VII. The following were elected as members during the 
year: Miss F. R. Archer, Miss M. Booth, Mrs. M. Coddington, Mrs. H. E. 
Cooke, Mrs. L. Gaunt, Mrs. M. Hill, Miss F. C. Stewart, and Messrs. W. C. 
Allison, L. Chambers, F. V. Heaton, K. Lightowler, and N. T. Wilson. 
Junior members were J. Arnold and J. E. Storey. 

Members who died during the year were Mrs. Birch and Mrs. A. 
Bosomworth and Messrs. E. Cummins and W. E. Preston. The Society 
has suffered a big loss by the deaths of Mr. Cummins and Mr. Preston. 
Mr. Cummins had been a member since 1927, was a past President and 
member of the Council, and had taken a very active part in the Society's 
activities as a lecturer and leader of excursions. Mr. Preston was elected 
a member of the Society in 1909 and had also been President of the Society. 
He founded the -Local Record Series and was a valued contributor to the 
Society's journal, "The Bradford Antiquary." In recognition of his services 
to the Society over a very long period he was elected an Honorary Member 
of the Society. 

Probably the most important event in the Society's year has been the 
completion and publication of the new catalogue of the Library. This 
catalogue appears after a gap of almost twenty years, and a tremendous 
amount of work has been put into its preparation by Mr. Keith G. E. 
Harris, M.A., F.L.A. The catalogue was circulated to members in August. 
The Council of the Society is greatly indebted to Mr. Harris for his 
invaluable services in this respect, and hereby records its appreciation and 
gratitude. 



The Library stock is in good condition except for a few items, with a 
rarity value, which require repairs. During the past year the Library has 
been enriched by sixty volumes: fourteen by purchase and the remainder 
by gift. The greater part of these have come to us by the generosity of 
Mr. John La Page. Also, nine booklets have been contributed to the 
Library by the Hon. Librarian of the Thoresby Society, Mr. G. E. Kirk. 

It is hoped that members will make full use of the Library, which has 
now been re-arranged. 

The Aireborough Urban District Council has again approached the 
Society in the matter of the preservation of buildings of historical or archi-
tectural interest within their boundaries and a Sub-committee consisting of 
the President, the Honorary Secretary, Mr. L. A. J. Heywood and Mr. 
G. N. T. Baxter carried out an inspection of about sixteen properties, A 
Report of this inspection has been approved by the Council and forwarded 
to the Aireborough Council. 

A very interesting and varied syllabus of lectures was prepared by 
Miss H. I. Stringer, and an average attendance of seventy-three reflects 
the members' appreciation of Miss Stringer's services on their behalf. The 
syllabus was as follows 

1956 

Oct. 10 Business Meeting, followed by a Film Exhibition. 

31 *Presidential Address. "Bradford Cathedral." 
WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

Nov. 14 Sherlock Roams; Roman Roads in Yorkshire." 

J. R. POPE, M.A., B.D. 
28 *" Antiquities of Palestine and the Middle East." 

JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 

Dec. 12 "Visiting Old Churches." Rev. F. J. C. MARSHALL, M.C. 

1957 
Jan. 9 *" Upper Wensleydale, Past and Present." 

H. BRYCE THOMSON, A.R.P.S., M.S.P. 

23 "David Urquhart and the Great Conspiracy: a Chapter in the 
mid-nineteenth century Political History of the West Riding." 

Professor ASA BRIGGS, M.A., B.Sc. 

Feb. 6 "The Statues of Bradford: an aspect of Local History." 
A. H. ROBINSON. 

20 " Northwards to the Scottish Border." G. BERNARD WOOD. 

Mar. 6 Two Bingley Fighters." E. E. DODD, M.A. 

20 *" History and Romance in Bonnie Scotland." 
H. W. RHODES, F.R.M.S. 

* Lantern Lecture. 

The Honorary Excursions Secretary, Mr. John C. Shaw, arranged 
a very interesting programme of excursions which were well attended. 
Members who took part in excursions expressed appreciation of the 



arrangements made for their benefit and also for their comfort. The 
full excursions programme was as follows 

1957 

May 22 Wednesday Evening. Shibden Hall. 

June 1 Saturday Half-day. Pickering. 

15 Saturday Half-day. Renishaw Hall, Harthill Church, Thorpe 
Salvin Church. 

19 Wednesday Evening. Markenfield Hall, Farnham Church. 

24 Monday Evening. Bradford Cathedral. 

29 Saturday Full-day. Chester. 

July 3 Wednesday Half-day. Levens Hall, Heysham Church. 

5 Friday Evening. York Mystery Plays. 

10 Wednesday Evening. Bramham Hall and Gardens. 

18 Thursday Evening. Calverley Church and Old Hall. 

In February 1957 Mr. G. N. T. Baxter, the then Honorary Secretary, 
was obliged to resign from his office owing to business commitments. His 
resignation was accepted with great regret by the Council, and they wish 
to record their thanks for his services to the Society, both as Honorary 
Secretary for several years, and, prior to that, as Excursions Secretary. 
Mr. Baxter has been elected a member of the Council. 

Mr. J. B. Hustwick, F.S.A.A., a former Excursions Secretary, and a 
member of the Council for a number of years, was elected as Honorary 
Secretary to succeed Mr. Baxter. 

In June 1957 Mr. John Wilman, the Honorary Lanternist to the Society, 
had also to resign owing to business reasons, and the Council elected Mr. 
Norman T. Wilson in his stead. Mr. Wilman has been our Lanternist for 
eighteen years and the Council wishes to record its very great appreciation 
of his services over this long period. Mr. Wilman will continue to be an 
Honorary Member of the Society. 

In conclusion, the Council thanks all those who have aided the Society 
in any way in the year just ended. 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN B. HUSTWICK, 

Honorary Secretary. 

1st October, 1957. 
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Eightieth Annual Report, 1958. 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 

pleasure in presenting its Eightieth Annual Report for the year ended 
30th September, 1958. 

The Seventy-ninth Annual Meeting of the Society was held on 
\Vcdnesday, 9th October, 1957, at the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, 
when Miss H. M. Claridge, A.S.A.A., was re-elected as Honorary 
Auditor. All other Officers of the Society had consented to serve for a 
further year. There were three nominations for the Council. The 
Council elected was : Mrs. L. M. Bland, MA., Miss M. E. Laycock, 
Miss M. Lister, B.D., Miss H. M. Trotter, and Messrs. G. N. T. Baxter, 
P. S. Bentham, Rev. J. Clayton, M.A., J. Davies, J. W. Shaw, 
L. A. J. Heywood, A.R.I.B....A E. Simpson and N. T. Wilson. 

At a meeting of the Council held in June, Mr. E. E. Dodd, M.A., 
of Bingley, was elected as President for a second year, and will there-
fore retain this office for the 1958/59 Session. 

During the course of the year the Council has met on 4 occasions, 
with an average attendance of 15. 

There has been an increase of sixteen in the membership during 
the year, and the total membership now stands at 264. Thirty-ševen 
new members have been elected, eleven have resigned, six have died, 
and four have been struck off under Rule VII. The following were-
elected as members.: Mr. C. Speight, Miss M. E. Horsfall, Miss M. Hines. 
Mr. G. Harper, Mrs.' Al. K. Lynch, Mr. H. Dean, Mrs. Dean, Miss K. A 
Burrows, Xeighley Girls Grammar School, Mrs. Dodd, Mr. A. E. Bailey, 
Miss A. E. Potts, Mrs. E. Rennison, Mr. N. Craven, Mrs.. Craven, 
Mr. H. Hudson, Mrs. Hudson, Miss R. Moore, Mr. A. B. Dickson, 
Mr. Ross Cheshire, Miss E. \Vebbe, Miss G. Neal, Mrs. D. Prentice, 
Mr. A. Metcalfe, Mr. F. W. Harper, Mrs. Harper, Mr. G. H. Higgins, 
Mr. J. C. Knowles, Mr. K. Hobson, Mr. J. N. Williams, Mr. P. J. 
Hindle, Boiling HaIl Museum, Miss S. C. Priest, Mr. K. G. E. Harris, 
Miss S. Tomlin, Miss N. Reamsbottom, Mrs. K. Whitehead. 

Members who died during the year were : Mr. E. Priestley, Mr. 
H. W. B. Wilkinson, Mr. E. W. Busby, Mr. N. Baxter, Mrs. A. L. ( 
Wilkinson and Mr. Alex Barbour. 

The Aireborough Urban District Council has received a report by a 
sub-committee on the preservations of buildings of Historical or-
Architectural interest within their boundaries, and the Clerk of the 
Council has expressed his appreciation for these services in the following 
extract from a letter 

May I say how grateful the Council are for the co-operation 
and advice which you have given to them in connection with the 
designation of properties under Section 30 of the above Act. I am 
veil aware of the amount of work which this assistance has involved, 
and I shall be pleased if you will kindly communicate the Council's 
most grateful thanks to all those members of your Society who have 
taken part in the inspection." 



The Society has been able to publish Part XXXIX of the " Bradford 
Antiquary " and this was forwarded to members in June, 1958. 

The Honorary Librarian, Mrs. I. Holgate, reports an increased 
interest in the contents of the Library since the new catalogue and 
Supplement No. 1 were issued. Supplement No. 2 has already been 
printed and distributed to members of the Society. This contains a 
full list of the books acquired, by purchase and gift, during the past 
year. These are now on the library shelves. The Council is again 
indebted to Mr. John La Page for his recent generous gift of 28 volumes 
to the library and also a valuable collection of lantern slides. 

In March, 1958, the Council was pleased to accept the offer of a 
modern lantern from Mr. John H. Binns, our Honorary Treasurer. The 
lantern will be very useful, as it can be adapted for various sizes of 
slides and the Council wishes to express its sincere appreciation to Mr. 
Binns for this very generous gift. 

Miss H. I. Stringer, the Lectures Secretary, had arranged the 
following very interesting syllabus for the 1957/58 Winter Session :-

1957 

Oct. 9 Business Meeting. 

30 Presidential Address. "The Bradford-Keighley Turnpike Road." 

E. E. DODD, I'1.A. 

Nov. 13 'i" Some Historical Buildings in Spain." 

JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 

27 " Boiling Hail and its Treasures." 
WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

Dec. 11 The Work of an Archivist." 
Miss MARY McGUINNESS, B.A. 

1958. 
Jan. 8 " Recent Archæological Work in the Malham Area." 

ARTHUR RAISTRICK, Ph.D., M.Sc., F.G.S. 

22 " Mediæval Pottery in the North of England." 

Mrs. H. J. LE PATOUREL. 

Feb. 5 '' Lower Wensleydale, Past and Present." 

H. BRYCE THOMSON, A.R.P.S., M.S.P. 

19 "A Yorkshire Ancestry" HARTLEY THWAITE, F.S.A. 

IMar. 5 " Three Centuries of Travel in England." 
Mrs. IVY HOLGATE. 

19 " Scottish Drovers into Yorkshire." 
KENNETH J. BONSER, A.R.I.B.A. 

* Lantern Lecture 

The lectures were very well attended with an average of 89, an 
increase of 18 on the previous year's average. The attendance figures 
themselves are proof of the members' appreciation of Miss Stringer's 
work on their behalf. 



The Programme of Excursions arranged by the Honorary Excursions 
Secretary, Mr. John C. Shaw, was very interesting and the visits were 
well attended by members. Those who took part in the excursions were 
very appreciative of the arrangements made, and members will be 
pleased to hear that Mr. Shaw is continuing to act as the Honorary 
Excursions Secretary. The list of excursions arranged is printed below:— 

(a) May 17 

(c) 21 

(c) June 4 

(c) 11 

(a) 28 

(c) July 2 

(b) 12 

(a) 

Hovingham 1-Jail and Church. 

Boiling Hall. 

Towneley Hall. 

Harrogate. 

Capesthorne Hall, Gaysworth Church and Village. 

Old Haugh End, \Voodlane Hall, Sowerby 

Barnard Castle, including Stanwick, Bowes 
Egglestone Abbey. 

Saturday Half-day. (b) Saturday Full 

(c) Wednesday Evening. 

Church. 

Museum, 

Day. 

and 

A Rules Sub-committee had been appointed in 1957 to consider a 
complete revision of the Rules of the Society. The existing Rules had 
been formulated early in the Society's history and had been amended 
from time to time, but had now become out of date in view of the 
increasing scope of the Society's activities. After several meetings, and 
considerable consideration of this matter, the Sub-committee formulated 
the Rules which are now enclosed with this report. 

The Council regrets to announce the resignation of Miss H. I. 
Stringer from the position of Honorary Lectures Secretary, owing to 
the increasing domestic responsibility she has in caring for her aged 
mother. Miss Stringer has fulfilled this position for sixteen years and 
there is no doubt at all that the Society owes a great debt to her for 
her efforts. The lectures she has arranged over these years have been 
of a very high standard, and have covered an enormous number of 
subjects of interest to a Society such as ours. The Council wishes to 
place on record its thanks for her excellent services. 

In July, 1958, Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A., announced that he 
would be obliged to resign from his position as Honorary Publications 
Secretary of the Society. He will, however, continue to act as Honorary 
Editor. Mr. Robertshaw had held the former position for many years, 
and the Council wishes to express its sincere appreciation of the invalu-
able services he has rendered the Society in carrying out his task. 

In conclusion the Council wishes to thank all those who have helped 
the Society in any way in the past year, and thanks members for their 
support in the past and trusts that this support will continue in the future. 

1st October, 1958. 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN B. HUST\VICK, 

Honorary Secretary. 
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Eighty-first Annual Report, 1959. 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has 
pleasure in presenting its Eighty-first Annual Report for the year ended 
30th September, 1959. 

The Eightieth Annual Meeting of the Society was held on Wednesday, 
22nd October, 1958, at the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, when Miss 
H. M. Claridge, A.C.A., was re-elected as Honorary Auditor. 

With the exception of the Lectures Secretary and Publication 
Secretary all other officers had consented to serve for a further year. 
A ballot for members of the Council was unnecessary. The Council 
elected was Mrs. L. Al. Bland, M.A., Miss Al. E. Laycock, Miss Al. 
Lister, B.D., Miss 11. M. Trotter and Messrs. P. S. Bentham, Rev. J. 
Clayton, M.A., J. Davies, L. A J. Heywood, A.R.I.B.A., A. E. Simpson, 
J. W. Shaw and N. T. Wilson. 

During the course of the year the Council has met on 4 occasions 
with an average attendance of 12. 

A Rules Sub-Committee had been working during 1957 and 1958 in 
revising the Rules of the Society and the amended Rules had been 
forwarded to all members before the Annual Meeting. A proposition 
was proposed that the Rules, as now formulated, should be accepted as 
the Rules of the Society.and this proposition was unanimously agreed. 

Once again the Council is happy to report an increase in member-
ship from 264 to 268. During the year 28 new members have been 
elected, 18 have resigned (one having since died), 3 have died and 3 have 
been struck off under Rule 11. The following were elected as members 
Mr. Sissling, Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Horsburg, Miss Ingham, Mr. M. Brook, 
Mr. E. Cummins, Mr. A. Kenyon, Miss P. "hone, B.A., Miss W. A. 
Bower, Mr. E. Mitchell, Mr. G. Fl. Rhodes (Jr.), Miss C. Ward-Smith, 
Mr. S. Hudson, Mrs. R. Hudson, Mr. Joseph Pratt, Mr. 11. C. Holland, 
Mrs. E. P. Holland, Mr. G. H. R. Holland (Jr.), Mr. S. Naylor (Jr.), 
Miss A. E. Redmayne, Miss H. Redmayne, Mrs. Al. Hemmings, Mr. 
Flarry Servant, Mrs. H. Servant, Mr. Reginald Wilson, Mrs. F. Al. Wilson, 
Miss A. W. Wilson (Jr.), Mrs. A. Al. Kershaw. 

Members who died during the year were Mrs. H. \Vhone and Mr. 
F. J. Ratcliffe. Miss W. C. WThitecross, M.A., having resigned early in 
the year, died a few months later. 

The Society has not published " The Bradford Antiquary " during 
1959, but the Honorary Editor states that he has material now in hand 
to publish again in 1960 and it is expected that such publication will be 
slightly larger than usual. 



The Honorary Librarian, Mrs. I. I-ìolgate, reports that :borrowings 
from the library show an increase for 1958; they indicate the interest of 
many of our members in a wide variety of subjects. 

Library Catalogue Supplement No. 3 contains a list of books 
which have been added to the shelves during the past year; these new 
volumes have been òareiuly chosen with a view 'to meeting present and 
potential needs of members of the Society. Through the generosity of 
Mr. W. T. Vint, M.A., the Library Fund has been increased by a gift 
of five pounds. 

The Hon. Librarian will be pleased to make arrangements, if 
necessary, for any member to make use of the library outside the winter 
lectures period. 

Miss H. I. Stringer had arranged the following Syllabus for 1958/59 
Winter Session 

1958 

Oct. 22—Business Meeting followed by coloured slides 
"Archæology in Colour." S. W. FEATHER. 

29—Presidential Address : " The Factory King." 
E. E. DODD, M.A. 

Nov. 12—" The Langdale Pikes and other Stone Axe Factories.' 't 
J. DAVIES. 

26—" Old English Furniture."* \\TILFRID ROBERTSHA\V, M.A. 

Dec. 10—" Historic Scotland .̀JOHN LA PAGE, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., F.R.Hist.S. 

1959 

Jan. 7—" The Stone Age in Northern England."* T. G. MANBY. 

21—" Harrogate its origin as Town and Spa 
W. HAYTHORNTHWAITE, M.A. 

Feb. 4—" Pictish Symbol Stones.'* Mrs. L. M. BLAND, M.A. 

18—" Some Aspects of Local Influences in English Architecture." * 
L. A. J. HEYWOOD, A.R.T.B.A. 

Mar. 4—" Old English Silver."* ROBERTS. ROWE, M.A., A.M.A. 

18—" Yorkshire Abbeys."* A. G. BIGNEY 

f Epidiascope. * Lantern Lecture. 

Our thanks are due to Miss Stringer and Miss E. M. Briggs, who is 
acting as Miss Stringer's assistant, for once again providing such an 
interesting programme. In spite of some severe weather the attendance 
figures again increased on average. 



The 1-ionorary Excursions Secretary, Mr. john C. Shaw, had arranged 
a very interesting excursion programme again, and the brilliant summer 
weather added to the enjoyment of all members who attended the 
excursions. The visits were well supported by members and the Council 
wishes to thank Mr. Shaw for the time and effort he puts into arranging 
such excellent programmes. Visits were made to the places listed below:— 

(c) May 20 Abbey House Museum, Kirkstall. 

(a) 23 Haddon Hall, Bakewell Church and Town. 

(b) June 6 Speke Hall, Liverpool Cathedral. 

(c) 17 Yorkshire Dales " Place-names  

(c) 24 Tong Village. 

(a) July 4 Gawthorpe Hall, Whalley Abbey and Church. 

(c) 8 Roman Road, Blackstone Edge. 

(a) 18 Jervaulx Abbey, Spennithorne Church, \\'ensley Church. 

(a) 

(h) 

(c) 

Saturday Half-day 

Saturday Full Day 

Wednesday evening 

During the year Miss E. M. Briggs agreed to assist Miss H. I. 
Stringer in the arranging of Winter Lectures and she was, therefore, 
co-opted on to the Council. 

Mr. Kenneth Hobson agreed to undertake the duties of 1-lonorary 
Publications Secretary and he also was co-opted on to the Council. Mr. 
Hobson and the Secretary prepared a list of surplus publications of the 
Society which are available to its members 

In conclusion the Council extends its thanks to all those, whether 
members or not, who have helped the Society in the past year. They 
wish also to thank members for their very encouraging support in the 
past and they look forward to the future of the Society with confidence. 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN B. HUSTWICK, 

Honorary Secretary. 

1st October, 1959. 
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The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of 
archaeology, and the history of Bradford and its neighbourhood. 

In furtherance of its aims the Society arranges-
1. A series of Lectures on Wednesday evenings during 

the Winter Session. The Lectures are given at 7 
o'clock in the Science Lecture Room of the 
Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, on the dates 
advertised. 

2. Excursions during the summer, under competent 
guides, to places of historical interest. 

3. The publication of The Bradford Antiquary and The 
Local Record Series. 

4. For the acquirement and conservation of local 
documents, books, plans and genealogical charts. 

The annual membership fee is 10/- for adults and 2/- for 
persons under 18 years of age. It should be paid to the Treasurer 
during October in each year. The fee of 10/- includes the use of 
the Library and a copy of The Bradford Antiquary as issued. For 
The Local Record Series there is a separate charge of 4/6 to 
members and 6/6 to non-members. Applications for this should 
be made to the Honorary Editor. 

Members are elected by the Council. Any person desirous 
of becoming a member should apply to the Honorary Secretary, 
or to any member of the Council. 

"THE LOCAL' RECORD SERIES" 

The Council announce that copies of most issues of The Local 
Record Series are for sale to members of the Society. Of Volume 
I (" Wills Proved in the Court of the Manor of Crosley, Bingley, 
Cottingley and Pudsey, together with Inventories and Abstracts 
of Bonds ") only Part 3 is obtainable. The price is 4/6, post 
free. Volumes II (" West Yorkshire Deeds ") and III (" Court 
Rolls of the Manor of Haworth ") can be supplied complete for 
13/6 and 15/- each, respectively, post free. Parts 1, 2 and 3 (all 
so far published) of Volume IV (" Registers of the Independent 
Chapel of Kipping, in Thornton, Parish of Bradford ") are also 
available. Parts 1 and 2 are 3/- each, and Part 3 is 4/6, post 
free. 

"THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY" 

The Council also announce that copies of the issues of The 
Bradford Antiquary listed below are for sale at reduced prices to 
members of the Society. The prices range from Gd. to 2/-. a 
copy. Enquiries and orders should be addressed to the Honorary 
Editor. 

Old Series: Parts I, III to VI, IX and X. 
New Series: Parts I to V, XVIII to XX. 
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The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of 
archæology, and the history of Bradford and its neighbourhood. 

In furtherance of its aims the Sociery arranges-

1. A series of Lectures on Wednesday evenings during 
the Winter Session. The Lectures are given at 7 
o'clock in the Science Lecture Room of the 
Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, on the dates 
advertised. 

2. Excursions during the summer, under competent guides, 
to places of historical interest. 

3. The publication of The Bradford Antiquary and The 
Local Record Series. 

4. For the acquirement and conservation of local documents, 
books, plans, genealogical charts, etc. 

The annual membership fee is 15!- for adults and 2/- for 
persons under 18 years of age. It should be paid to the Treasurer 
during October in each year. The fee of 15!- includes the use of 
the Library and a copy of The Bradford Antiquary as issued. 
For The Local Record Series there is a separate charge of 5/-
to members and 10/6 to non-members. Applications for this 
should be made to the Honorary Editor. 

Members are elected by the Council. Any person desirous of 
becoming a member should apply to the Honorary Secretary, or to 
any member of the Council. 

THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY" 

THE LOCAL RECORD SERIES" 

The Council of the Society announce that copies of certain 
issues of the publications named above may be purchased. Four 
volumes of The Local Record Series have been completed, viz., 
"Wills Proved in the Court of the Manor of Crosley, Bingley, 
Cottingley and Pudsey, together with Inventories and Abstracts of 
Bonds," "West Yorkshire Deeds," "Court Rolls of the Manor of 
Haworth," and "Registers of the Independent Chapel of Kipping, 
in Thornton, Parish of Bradford." 

Enquiries concerning these publications should be addressed 
to the Honorary Editor. 
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Miss H. M. CLARIDGE, A.S.A.A. 

Honorary Lanlernist: 

J. WILMAN 
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The Society was fdunded in 1878 to promote the study of 
archæology, and the history of Bradford and its neighbourhood. 

In furtherance of its aims the Society arranges-

1. A series of Lectures on Wednesday evenings during 
the Winter Session. The Lectures are given at 7 
o'clock in the Science Lecture Room of the 
Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, on the dates 
advertised. 

2. Excursions during the summer, under competent guides, 
to placés of historical interest. 

3. The publication of The Bradford Antiquary and The 
Local Record Series. 

4. For the acquirement and conservation of local 
documents, books, plans, genealogical charts, etc. 

The annual membership fee is 15/- for adults and 2/- for 
persons under 18 years of age. It should be paid to the Treasurer 
during October in each year. The fee of 15/- includes the use of 
the Library and a copy of The Bradford Antiquary as issued. 
For The Local Record Series there is a separate charge of 5/-
to members and 10/6 to non-members. Applications for this 
should be made to the Honorary Editor. 

Members are elected by the Council. Any person desirous of 
becoming a member should apply to the Honorary Secretary, or to 
any member of the Council. 

"THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY" 

"THE LOCAL RECORD SERIES" 

The Council of the Society announce that copies of certain 
issues of the publications named above may be purchased. Four 
volumes of The Local Record Series have been completed, viz., 

Wills Proved in the Court of the Manor of Crosley, Bingley, 
Cottingley and Pudsey, together with Inventories and Abstracts of 
Bonds," " West Yorkshire Deeds," " Court Rolls of the Manor of 
Haworth," and "Registers of the Independent Chapel of Kipping, 
in Thornton, Parish of Bradford." 

Enquiries concerning these publications should be addressed 
to the Honorary Editor. 
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J. WILMAN 



THE 

BRADFORD 
ANTIQUARY 

THE JOURNAL OF 

bc 18rabforb 1bttorícat 

anb Rnfiquarian %ocíet 

NEW SERIES - PART XXXIX 

APRIL, 1958 

Honorary Editor 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A., 
HILLCREST, 333, TOLLER LANE, BRADFORD, 9. 

a BRADFORD 

Printed for the Society by Ernest Cummins 

152, Bolton Road 



CONTENTS 

PAGE 

Armorial Glass at Boiling Hail .... ... 181 

Sylvia C. Priest, M.A. 
(Illustrated) 

A Civil War Hand Grenade 

A. Norris Kennard, F.S.A. 
(Illustrated) 

191 

Two Bingley Postscripts .... 194 

E. E. Dodd, M.A. 

David Urquhart and the West Riding Foreign 
Affairs Committees 

Professor Asa Briggs, MA., B.Sc. 

197 

William E. Preston 208 

W.R. 

Bingley Volunteers in the Napoleonic War .... 209 

E. E. Dodd, M.A. 
(Illustrated) 

An Early 'Bradford Bank Note 

Wilfrid Roberts law, M.A. 
(Illustrated) 

Seventy-eighth Annual Report, 1956 

Seventy-ninth Annual Report, 1957 

213 



tbe 1Zrafor' lbístortcat anb aittíqu4,irian %octetp 

The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of 
archæology, and the history of Bradford and its neighbourhood. 

In furtherance of its aims the Society arranges-

1. A series of Lectures on Wednesday evenings during 
the Winter Session. The Lectures are given at 7 
o'clock in the Science Lecture Room of the 
Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, on the dates 
advertised. 

2. Excursions during the summer, under competent guides, 
to places of historical interest. 

3. The publication of The Bradford Antiquary and The 
Local Record Series. 

4. For the acquirement and conservation of local 
documents, books, plans, genealogical charts, etc. 

The annual membership fee is 15/- for adults and 2/- for 
persons under 18 years of age. It should be paid to the Treasurer 
during October in each year. The fee of 15/- includes the use of 
the Library and a copy of The Bradford Antiquary as issued. 
For The Local Record Series there is a separate charge of 5/-
to members and 10/6 to non-members. Applications for this 
should be made to the Honorary Publications Secretary. 

Members are elected by the Council. Any person desirous of 
becoming a member should apply to the Honorary Secretary, or to 
any member of the Council. 

"THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY" 

"THE LOCAL RECORD SERIES" 

The Council of the Society announce that copies of certain 
issues of the publications named above may be purchased. Four 
volumes of The Local Record Series have been completed, viz., 
"Wills Proved in the Court of the Manor of Crosley, Bingley, 
Cottingley and Pudsey, together with Inventories and Abstracts of 
Bonds," " West Yorkshire Deeds," " Court Rolls of the Manor of 
Haworth " and " Registers of the Independent Chapel of Kipping, 
in Thornton, Parish of Bradford." 

Enquiries concerning these publications should be addressed 
to the Honorary Publications Secretary. 
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The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of 
archæology, and the history of Bradford and its neighbourhood. 

In furtherance of its aims the Society arranges-

1. A series of Lectures on Wednesday evenings during 
the Winter Session. The Lectures are given at 7 
o'clock in the Science Lecture Room of the 
Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, on the dates 
advertised. 

2. Excursions during the summer, under competent guides, 
to places of historical interest. 

3. The publication of The Bradford Antiquary and The 
Local Record Series. 

4. For the acquirement and conservation of local 
documents, books, plans, genealogical charts, etc. 

The annual membership fee is 15/- for adults and 2/- for 
persons under 18 years of age. It should be paid to the Treasurer 
during October in each year. The fee of 15/- includes the use of 
the Library and a copy of The Bradford Antiquary as issued. 
For The Local Record Series there is a separate charge of 5/-
to members and 10/6 to non-members. Applications for this 
should be made to the Honorary Publications Secretary. 

Members are elected by the Council. Any person desirous of 
becoming a member should apply to the Honorary Secretary, or to 
any member of the Council. 

"THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY" 

"THE LOCAL RECORD SERIES" 

The Council of the Society announce that copies of certain 
issues of the publications named above may' be purchased. Four 
volumes of The Local Record Series have been completed, viz., 
"Wills Proved in the Court of the Manor of Crosley, Bingley, 
Cottingley and Pudsey, together with Inventories and Abstracts of 
Bonds," " West Yorkshire Deeds," " Court Rolls of the Manor of 
Haworth" and "Registers of the Independent Chapel of Kipping, 
in Thornton, Parish of Bradford." 

Enquiries concerning these publications should be addressed 
to the Honorary Publications Secretary. 
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