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THE STORY OF WILSDEN 

BY R. H. FAWCETT 

Part I 

T a first glance the village of Wilsden is so 
obviously a product of the Industrial Revolu-
tion that delving into its history seems pointless; 

it is only after a certain amount of research that, little 
by little, there emerges evidence of a story which carries 
one back to Anglian, or, even, to British times. 

The boundaries are probably quite ancient, parts 
of them being identifiable in records of thirteenth 
century lawsuits. Certain inferences can be drawn, 
too, from the Domesday Book entries and from the 
name, Wilsden, itself. 

First, the name: Speight' and others have 
suggested that the old English 'wealh', meaning a 
foreigner or a Briton, forms the first element of the 
word, and that Wilsden, therefore, means the dene or 
valley of the foreigner, perhaps indicating a small 
colony of Britons living amongst the Anglian or 
Danish invaders. 

Some colour is given to this suggestion by the fact 
that Hewenden, which is situated in Wilsden, is taken 
to mean the 'valley of the servants' from Old English 
'hiwan', Middle English 'hewen', meaning servants. 
and 'denu', a valley. 

Armitage Goodall,' whilst giving this definition of 
Hewenden, attributes the name Wilsden to the personal 
noun 'Wilsige' and 'denu', the whole meaning 
Wilsige's valley. He points out that 'wealas' or 
'walas', the nominative plural of 'wealh,' would lead 
to names like Wales, Walsh, Waishaw, or Walton, 
to which we may add Walsden. 

Domesday Book gives the name as Wilsedene, 
which suggests an abbreviation of Wilsige, and when 

1. H. Speight: Old Bin giey, 1898, p. 68. 
2. A, Goodall Place Names ol South-West Yorkshire, 1913. 

I. 
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we take into consideration also that neighbouring 
i manors n the Domesday record, Utley, Keighley, 

Oakworth, and the berewick Newsholme, are all 
associated either with Wils or the Gamelbar who 
owned Wilsden in pre-Norman times, it becomes 
increasingly evident that the nominative Wils is the 
first part of the place name. 

Probably the first settlement would be in the 
Hewenden valley, Wilsige being the owner of this 
remote valley which held descendants of the ancient 
race of Britons, the "hewers of wood and drawers of 
water" for the conquerors. This assumption would 
account also for the name 'Wilsden Hill', a hamlet 
built on the hillside above Hewenden valley, which is, 
however, on a level with, or even, in some parts, below 
the Main Street of the modern village. 

Wilsden is shown in Domesday Book as part of 
the lands of the King in Craven; and the sketch map 
showing the distribution of the various manors in the 
district indicates that the manor of Wilsden at that 
time formed a salient jutting out from Craven into 
the wapentake of Morley, which latter consisted 
largely of Ilbert de Lacy's lands, and adjoined Skyrack 
wapentake at Cullingworth and Hainworth, these 
manors, along with Harden and Bmgley, being in 
Skyrack and in the possession of Erneis de Burun, 
Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1086. 

The fact that Wilsden is placed in the Domesday' 

3. Domesday Book: Bawden's translation, 1801 :-
Lands of the King in Craven :-

Grassington, 3 carucates, Gamelbar. 
Threshfieid, 4  

Cononley, 2 ,, Torchil. 
Bradley, 7 ,, Archil, Torchil, Game!. 
Farnhill, 2 ,, Gamel. 
Kildwick, 2  Archil. 
Eastburn, 2 ,, Gamelbar. 
Utley, 1 ,, Wils. 
Keighicy, 6 ,, Ulchel, Thole, Ravensuar, Wils. 
Wilsden, 31 Gamelbar. 
Oakworth, 1 ,, Gamelbar, Wils. 
Newsholrne, 1 ,, Wils. 
La.ycock, 2 ,, Ravensuard. 
Sutton, 2 ,, llavenchiL 



THE STORY OF WILSDEN 3 

record between Keighley and Oakworth, and before 
Newsholme, Laycock and Sutton, implies that its 
inclusion in Craven was deliberate, although the 
reason may have been simply its connection in pre-
Conquest days with the owners of those manors. 

. dcTysoo 

Land., .1 
lL- 4._Lo.'>' 

I..•.d, F 
Enjs 4 

F 
tF,e King 

Çlos .'4 
'k bj 4 

There is a distinct break between the modern 
boundaries of Wilsden and Oakworth, the intervening 
two miles being, prior to 1898, part of Bingley Town-
ship Local Board, but is now partly in the Cullingworth 
Ward of the Bingley Urban District and partly in the 
Borough of Keighley. One may be pardoned for 
speculating upon the reason for this gap of two miles 
between the manors, and it is suggested that a feasible 
explanation lies in the rivalries of the two local barons, 
Ilbert de Lacy and Erneis de Burun. 

William the Conqueror died in 1087, the year 
following the completion of Domesday Book, and a 
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struggle between his sons ensued, in which William 
Rufus seized the crown of England, leaving to his 
elder brother, Robert, the duchy of Normandy. Many 
of the barons, however, supported Duke Robert's 
claim to the crown, possibly because they themselves 
had lands in Normandy as well as in England, which 
they were afraid of losing. 

Robert de Lacy,' who succeeded his father, Ilbert, 
as lord of Pontefract early in the reign of William 
Rufus, espoused the cause of Robert of Normandy, as 
did also Erneis de Burun,' and the issue was not 
finally settled until the battle of Tenchbrai in the year 
1106, when the third son of William the Conqueror, 
Henry the First, who had succeeded William Rufus, 
finally defeated his brother Robert, and held him 
prisoner for the rest of his life. 

For his share in the fighting, Robert de Lacy lost 
all his possessions and was banished, whilst Erneis de 
Burun lost at least the manor of Bingley with its 
attendant soke. 

During the nineteen years of struggle between 
Duke Robert and his two brothers, William Rufus and, 
later, Henry, we can expect that the King's lands, 
where at all vulnerable, would be a target for attack, 
and it is probable that the salient comprising Wilsden 
would be annexed by de Lacy, or his followers, the 
Thorntons, at this time. Erneis de Burun most likely 
seized the opportunity of adding to his territories by 
taking over the part of Oakworth which abutted upon 
Wilsden, Cullingworth and Hainworth, thus finally 
separating Wilsden from Craven. 

So far, of course, this is supposition, but two 
things are certain. Firstly, the manor of Wilsden 
became merged with that of Allerton, and became 

4. J. James : History o/ Bradford, p. 42. 
5. J. H. Turner : Ancient Bingley, p. 62 

"Erneis do Burun was Sheriff of Yorkshire about 1086 . . . he 
probably took sides with Duke Robert against the King, and thus 
forfeited his estates . . . Henry I granted Bingley to William Paynel." 
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the property of the Thornton family,6 Wilsden for 
many centuries being described as a hamlet of Allerton; 
and secondly, two miles of land belonging to Bingley 
separated the boundaries of Wilsden and Oakworth. 

It is not necessary to assume that a deliberate 
attempt was made to hide the confiscation of this 
territory, but it is a possibility. In the Poll Tax of 
1379 Wilsden is included with Allerton; later, when 
Saxton's map of Yorkshire was published in 1577, 
Wilsden was not indicated, although Hallowes, a 
portion of Wilsden, was shown. 

It should be remembered that Domesday Book 
continued in general use by officers of the Crown as 
an official record of landowners for two or three 
centuries, being in fact quoted in lawsuits as late as 
the nineteenth century, and the successors of the de 
Lacies and Thorntons may have experienced uneasy 
qualms at the prospect of their irregular possessions 
coming to the notice of higher authorities. Their gifts 
to various abbeys of some of the land may have been 
prompted by religious motives, but, equally, such gifts 
may have been a means of hoodwinking the Crown and 
preventing enquiries. 

Many Cistercian monasteries were established in 
Yorkshire about the middle of the twelfth century, and 
it is known that they received liberal endowments of 
lands from local landowners, although the original 
gifts often cannot be traced, nor the exact date 
ascertained. 

Young Ilbert de Lacy, grandson of the first lord 
of Pontefract, who had suffered banishment along with 
Robert, his father, returned to England during the 
troubled reign of Stephen, and after distinguishing 
himself at the battle of the Standard, was able to 
recover a large portion of his father's estates. 

o 

6. J. James: op. cit., p. 360. 
7. Bradford Antiquary, (New Series), pt. xv, p. 407. 
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Byland Abbey was founded in the same year as 
the battle of the Standard, 1138, and probably received 
some gifts of lands soon afterwards, either as thank-
offerings, or from other motives. This Ilbert was 
succeeded by his brother Henry,' who founded Kirkstall 
Abbey in 1147. 

We find that towards the end of the twelfth 
century, Roger de Lacy,' Constable of Chester, a 
descendant of Ilbert, "Granted and confirmed to God 
and the Abbot and Monks of Byland . . . all their 
lands in Deneby . . . Clayton, Allereton, Crosley, 
Wilsden, Wyndhill . . . Morhuses, to hold in free, 
proper, pure and perpetual alms, without any service 
except that they should pray for his soul and the souls 
of his ancestors and heirs." It is to be noted that the 
above is a confirmation to the Abbot and monks of 
Byland of their lands, etc., which had previously been 
granted. Roger has been described as savage and 
ferocious to a degree notable even in those fierce days, 
but liberal to religious houses. He paid £45 15s. 
towards the cost of redeeming King Richard Coeur de 
Lion from captivity. On his death in 1211 the above 
grants were confirmed by John, Earl of Lincoln, his 
successor, and when the latter died in 1240, the grants 
were confirmed by his successor, Henry de Lacy, Earl 
of Lincoln and Constable of Chester. 

In 1244 a certain Nicholas Ward" gave the moiety 
of his wood in Wilsden to Byland Abbey, for which 
a fine was levied in 1245. Within four years Nicholas 
was being proceeded against by the Abbot for the 
destruction of the latter's wood in "Wulsinden". 

3rd May 1248, at Gloucester, 11 on the quinzaine of 
Easter, 32nd Henry III, before Roger de Thurkelby, Gilbert 
of Preston, Simon of Wanton, John of Cobbeham, Justices 
in Eyre. Between Henry, Abbot of Bella Landa by 

8. J. James : op. cit., p. 45. 
9. Yorkshire Archaeological Society: Record Series, vi, nos. 191-193. 

10. J. James: op. cit., p. 366. 
11. Yorkshire Archæological Society : Record Series : " Yorkshire Fines  

1246-72. MCCLIX. 
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William of Stokesley, his attorney, plaintiff, and Nicholas 
Ward . . . Nicholas admits the wood is the right of the 
Abbot. He also grants to the Abbot and his church, the 
homage and service of Godefrid of Wulsinden and Thomas 
of Treppelandes and their heirs for the tenements formerly 
held by them of Nicholas in Wulsinden." 

Another lawsuit relating to Byland is of interest 
as it gives information of the whereabouts of the abbey 
lands. In the names of the defendants we have records 
of several place names extant in the district. 

16th September 1252, at York12 after the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross, 37th Henry III. Between Henry, Abbot 
of Bella Landa, plaintiff, and Henry de Waleys, Hugh son 
of John, Alexander of Pikedel, Asoiph of Grymbel, Geoffrey 
the clerk, William of Battel, Rayner of Aireton, Thomas 
of the More, Thomas of Clayton, William son of Richard, 
the chaplain, Thomas Beuge, Thomas of Crossele, and 
Adam his brother, as to the destruction of the Abbot's wood 
in Wulsinden. Henry and the others admit that the wood 
is the right of the Abbot and his church of Bella Landa. 
The Abbot grants that they and their heirs may have 
common of pasture in two parts of the said wood for all 
their cattle, by the boundes and metes following; to wit; 
in that part of the wood between the road called 
Hewendenegate and Denholme and Oxenhope; and also in 
that part that is on the east side of Pottergate. And that 
they and their heirs may take their estovers within those 
two parts, for burning, fencing and building, to their own 
use at Aireton by view of the Abbot's forester. Yet so that 
the Abbot may make vaccaries and sheepfolds in that part 
of the wood between the road called Hewendenegate and 
Denholme and Oxenhope, and that part may assart and 
cultivate (excoti facere) or of it make a meadow and enclose 
it at will. Saving to Henry and the others and their heirs, 
common of pasture in the said part of the wood, after 
corn and hay are cut and carried. The rest of the wood 
shall remain 10 the Abbot, his successors and Church, quit 
of Henry, etc., and their heirs, to be enclosed at will 
subject to no claim to estovers or common of pasture; so 
however, that should cattle enter the said residue of the 
wood they shall not be imparked but be driven back 
undetained unless put there by ward wet." 

12. Ibid., MDXXXII. 

,olá,-..d 
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The name Henry de Waleys brings to mind 
Whalley Lane which crosses Denholme Park from Old 
Allen and joins the Halifax-Keighley road near 
Manywells Heights. Grumbling Hall, now in ruins, 
near Denholme Clough, would doubtless be the 
original Grymbel Hall; Pikeley in Allerton is suggested 
by Pikedel; Clayton, Crosley, and Alreton are quite 
obvious, whilst Thomas of the More may have lived 
at Moorhouse Moor, Allerton. Again, the woodland is 
described as lying between Hewendenegate and 
Oxenhope and Denholme, i.e., on the lands now 
covered by Hewenden Reservoir, Manywells Heights 
and Hallas Rough, all of which were within the 
Wilsden boundary. Pottergate would probably be on 
Trough Lane, although it has not survived as a name. 

From a decree dated February 5, 1580,'3—Queen 
versus Tempest—the following information is ob-
tained :— 

"In the third year of Edward I . . . it appeared that 
one Roger de Thornton, the defendant's ancestor, granted 
to the Abbot of Byland certain lands in Allerton cum 
Wilsden, (which is a hamlet of the said manor) by certain 
boundaries . . . known as the Pottergate to the top of 
Old Allen . . . the hill called Old Allen is not a known 
place and it was confessed by the . . . defendants . . . and 
the said Abbot guaranteed common of pasture, wood, etc., 
unto one Alexander Pikeley of Allerton, also Thomas son of 
Roger of Thornton . . . where Gilbert Phillippe temoyned 
to them his evidence in the last will of his father and that 
Slater Hollingrake had notwithstanding drawn their shrift 
from the Mylne at Wilsden. . . . Therefore and for divers 
other good reasons and confirmations it is ordered and 
decreed by the Chancellor and Council of this Court this 
• • . 5th February in the 23rd year of our sovereign Lady 
Elizabeth . . . that the said defendants shall be dismissed 
out of this court and that the defendant, his heirs 
may have and hould the said land, waste, and water corn 
milne in Allerton." 

"In 1274 Roger de Thornton 14 granted to the Abbot 

13. Ferrand Manu.scripts: Miscellaneous Series, no. B. 121. At, Cartwright 
- - Memorial Hall, Bradford. 

14. W. Cudworth : Manningitairt, Heaton and Allerton, p. 286; 
also J. James Continuation of History of Bradford, p. 297. 
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of Byland certain lands in Allerton and Wilsden, to wit, 
Old Allen to Pottergate, with license to enclose same." 

In 1288 Thomas de Thornton 15 gave all his lands in 
Wilsden to Byland and this was confirmed by the 
Archbishop of York, Thomas de Waldeby, in 1301." 

In 1316 this Thomas de Thornton was returned lord 
of Allerton. 

- In Kirkby's Inquest, 12845, 16 Thomas de 
Thornton is mentioned as holding in Allerton four 
carucates of land of which the Abbot of Byland held 
six and a half oxgangs. It is possible that this may 
also refer to lands in Wilsden, and further reference 
is made to it in Barnard's Survey, 1577,17 where it is 
stated that Thomas de Thornton held six and a half 
oxgangs of the Duchy of Lancaster, which came to 
Henry VIII on the dissolution of Byland Abbey and 
was then in the tenure of Richard Tempest, gentleman, 
and Robert Savile, gentleman. 

After the death of Henry I the barons acquired a 
great deal of power, more especially during the 
turbulent reign of Stephen. It is said that in Stephen's 
reign 126 new castles or strongholds were built. From 
these the inhabitants could sally forth to attack 
travellers. The country was desolated by these robber 
barons and by the civil war between Stephen and 
Matilda, and it was not until the reign of Edward I that 
it was possible to check their depredations. The first 
Edward came to the throne determined to recover for 
the Crown both prestige and power, and he saw to it 
that royal claims were asserted to the full. It is, 
perhaps, not entirely coincidence that it was early in 
the reign of Edward I that Thomas de Thornton made 
his gift of all his lands in Wilsden to Byland Abbey.'8 

As we have already seen, the de Lacies had given 
their lands in Wilsden to Byland during the twelfth 
century; their retainers, the Thorntons, however, 
apparently held on to their share of the Crown lands 

15. J. James: History of Bradford. p. 365. 
16. Ibid., p. 360. 17. Ibid., p. 108. 18. Ibid., p. 365. 
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until the fear of discovery by Edward spurred them 
to action. The Thornton gift, being specified as lying 
between Old Allen and Pottergate, would suggest that 
the de Lacy lands previously given to Byland lay to 
the north, in the vicinity of Hallas Bridge. 

It has already been mentioned that Henry de 
Lacy founded Kirkstall Abbey in 1147, and it is known 
that certain small lands were held by Kirkstall in 
Wilsden." These were probably near Harden Beck 
bridge and will be referred to later. 

In the Skyrack wapentake, also, the successors of 
Erneis de Burun granted all their lands in the Harden 
valley, including those supposedly annexed from 
Oakworth, to Rievaulx Abbey ;20 whilst in addition to 
the lands in Wilsden already mentioned, Byland 
received from the Thornton family practically the whole 
of Denholme." This also will be referred to later. 

As regards Wilsden, Byland was the most favoured 
of the abbeys and, indeed, the Abbot was returned as 
lord of the manor in 1316. Probably this was a mistake, 
but if so the Abbot tried to profit by it, for we find 
in the 19th Edward III (1345) 21 that at the court of 
Bradford it was ordered to distrain the Abbot of Byland 
to answer to the lord why he holds his court within the 
lordship without authority. Actually, assuming the 
boundaries to approximate to the present, the Byland 
lands would be less than half of the total. They may 
have included most of the arable land, but a large 
extent of common and waste could not have been in 
their possession. The Byland lands in Wilsden appear 
to have extended from the Denholme—Wilsden 
boundary down the Hewenden valley as far as the 
junction with the Cow House beck at Goit Stock. This 
area, added to the whole of Denholme, formed 
Denholme Park after being acquired by the Tempests 

19. Titoresby Society Publications : i, "Kirkstall Abbey Rent Roll ", p. 10. 
20. H. Speight: op. cit.) p. 358. 
21. J. James : op. cit., pp. 341, 342. 
22. Bradford Antiquary, i, p. 113a. 
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of Boiling Hall subsequent to the Dissolution of the 
monasteries. 

From the founding of the monasteries in Yorkshire 
in the twelfth century to the Dissolution a period of 
400 years elapsed. During this time kings and barons 
fought their battles at home and abroad, whilst monks 
and ordinary folk tilled their fields, reared their cattle, 
spun their wool, wove their cloth, and endeavoured 
generally to eke out an existence in face of natural 
hardships, plagues and the tyranny of their overlords. 
A few glimpses of these ordinary people's lives are 
afforded, as for example, the inclusion of a certain 
William Lostiller (the innkeeper) of Wylesden in the 
army which suppressed Wallace's rising in 1248 at the 
battle of Falkirk; or again, in the entry in the Bradford 
manor court rolls, 134054,24 of a charge against 
Thomas, son of Adam de Ferneley, who whilst playing 
dice at " Hewendenbrigg " with William de Birle, and 
losing two shillings, "he the same day at Allerton, aided 
by John Aniceson, robbed Birie of his gains and two 
shillings beside." This record proves the existence of 
a bridge at Hewenden in that remote period. Possibly 
the first bridge would be built by the monks of Byland 
Abbey, as the road from Bradford to Haworth and 
beyond passed through abbey lands. 

The Poll Tax of 137925 is a useful guide to the 
relative populations of the various townships in the 
neighbourhood, and we find that Allerton cum Wilsden 
had sixty-three people taxed, compared with Bradford, 
eighty-six; Thornton, thirty-four; Haworth, sixty-four, 
and Shipley, forty-four. As children under sixteen years 
of age and paupers were not taxed, the total population 
of Allerton and Wilsden may have been in the region 
of 150. 

The Popeleys of Birstall appear to have been land-
owners on a fairly wide scale during the fifteenth 

23. Ibid., (New Series) pt. xxx, p. 389. 24. Ibid., i, p. 117. 
25. Ibid., (New Series), pt. xv, p. 407, 
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century. They had connections with the Wentworth 
and Boiling families. In 1404 Grace Popeley was 
married to John Boiling, of Boiling Hall, 26 and in 1407 
we find from a grant by Robert of Thornhill to Richard 
Popeley and his wife, Margaret, a daughter of Thorn-
hill, that they received lands in Bingley, Presthorp, 
Willesdeyn, Bayidon, Ottelay and Farnelai, probably 
as Margaret's dowry. 

Richard Popeley, in the 15th Henry VI, (1436) 
conveyed to Hugh Clyderowe of Hull, lands, services, 
etc., in Pountfret, Preston Jakelyn, Bradford, Boiling, 
Clayton, Horton, Willesdene, Clerkheton, etc. 

A further grant, of 10th Edward IV29 (1470), made 
by Thomas Beaumont the younger and William Pepire, 
to Thomas Gomersal of Little Gomersal, of all the lands 
in Gomersal . . . and also in the vill of Doncastre and 
Wilsden in Bradforthdale, may have some connection 
with the Popeley lands. 

Although the lands in Wilsden just referred to 
cannot be definitely identified, there is, branching from 
the modern Main Street, a road known as Crack Lane, 
but formerly called Gomersal Lane, which suggests a 
connection. 

In 1609 Thomas Greenwood of Wilsden,3° clothier, 
conveyed to Richard Midgley and Joseph Bates, one 
parcel of land commonly called St John's Croft, or 
Gomersal Croft, lying on the north side of Gomersal 
Lane. A survey of fields etc. in Wilsden, made in 
1837, 31 mentions the field "Comarshaw Croft ", a name 
which reveals its origin. 

On the south side of Crack, or Gomersal, Lane are 
fields known as the "Poor Lands" which at one time 
were owned by the Bradford Parish Church, the rents 
being utilised for the relief of the poor. In Sir John 

26. Ibid., ii, p. 118. 
27. Yorkshire Achæological Society : Record Series " Yorkshire Deeds," 

vi, no. 29. 28. Ibid., vii, no. 445. 29. Ibid., vii, no. 293. 
30. Deed loaned by the late Mr W. H. Bairstow, Norr, Wilsden. 
31. Miscellaneous Manuscripts, Series C, " Survey of Mills, Quarries and 

uildins in Wilden," 1837, At Cartwright Memorial Hall, 
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Maynard's "Valuation of the Tythes of Bradford, 
1638, 32 it is stated that in Allerton cum Wilsden there 
are "one little cottage and about three acres of land 
adjoining thereto (being late one Richard Mashters) 
for the tythes whereof he paid 3s. per annum to Sir 
Richard Tempest." In an inquisition of October 18, 
1655, by the Charity Commissioners, 33 the same 
property is described as "One messuage with the 
appurtenances in Wilsden and three closes of land 
there, late purchased of Tobias Greenwood with the 
poor's money, abutting upon Gomersal Lane upon the 
north, and upon the commons of Wilsden upon the 
east and west." Tobias was the son of Thomas Green-
wood, who died in 1619, and it is possible that Richard 
Mashter, when the 1638 survey was made, was a tenant 
only. Tobias Greenwood was a juror at a court baron 
in 1668.M 

It is of interest to note that early in the seven-
teenth century a clothier was acquiring land, apparently 
as an investment. 

At the dissolution of the monasteries the Tempests 
of Boiling Hall acquired the Byland Abbey lands in 
Wilsden and Denholme and converted them into 
"Denholme Park." The extent of the park may be 
deduced from a number of sources. As regards the 
Denholme portion John James" quotes from Burton's 
Monasticon Eboracensis as follows: "Hugh, son of 
Robert de Horton, gave to Byland Abbey in free alms, 
the fourth part of Denholme, between Subden brook 
and Akenclough,36 and between Denholme brook and 
the boundaries between Denholme and Oxenhope, 
(except the park or enclosure of Depeker36 and the 

32. J. Outhwaite: Documents relative to Bradford Church, 1827, p. 56. 
33. J. James: op. cit., p. 253. 
34. J. James: Continuation of History of Bradford, p. 294. 
35. J. James: History of Bradford, pp. 341, 342. 
36. Place Names in Denholme. The following definitions are based on 

A. Goodall's Place Names of South-West Yorkshire. 
Akenclough, Akenclove = Ogden Clough. 
Depeker: Old Norse. Deep Carr or Deep Copse. Probably identical 
with the present Denholme Carr. Note that Stubden brook, where 
it flows past Denholme Carr, becomes known as Carperley beck, 

11 
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closes of Roger de Thornton) and the boundaries of 
Depeker towards the south, and the nearer wood 
towards the north, where from the Hare Heved" as the 
Dambsike falls to the great brook which runs under 
Denholme." To this charter William de Middleton, 
Sheriff of Yorkshire, and Roger de Thornton were 
witnesses. Middleton is stated to have been Sheriff in 
1239. 

A further quotation states that "another fourth 
part of Denholme was given to Byland Abbey by 
William Scot, alias Calverley, of Calverley, by these 
bounds: the boundaries between Denholme and Oxen-
hope, going by the middle of Wyggeschaghe,36 and 
stretching as far as Akenclove, and so by the middle of 
Akenclove till you come to Denholme brook." This 
gift was later confirmed by Ursula, widow of Scot of 
Calverley, and cousin of the Hugh previously 
mentioned. 

These two descriptions give the southern limits of 
the Byland lands as Ogden Clough" and the western as 
the boundary of Denholme and Oxenhope. The 
northern boundary of the gift of Hugh de Horton is 
rather more difficult, but appears to refer to Milking 
Hole Beck, a tributary of Denholme brook and the 
present boundary of Denholme, Hare Heved being an 
old spelling of Hore Head Hole which is referred to 
later. It is certain that Denholme Park included the 
Byland lands in Wilsden, and Saxton's map of 1577, 
in spite of its small scale, contains confirmation of this. 
The hamlet of Hallows is shown quite definitely inside 
the park and the northern boundary of the park is 
shown as being the junction of Cow House beck and 

36. Place Names in Denholme. The following definitions are based on 
A. Goodall's Place Names 01 South-West Yorkshire. 
Hare Heved : Horehead Hole: Probably near Manywells, as it is 

associated with ' three wells' near Redgate End. Milking Hole 
Beck, the Denholme-Wilsden boundary, appears to fit the 
description. 

Wyggeschaghe: Wiga's Farm or Close. Later spelled Wightschaghe, 
now Weetshaw or Whiteshaw. 

Dambsrke: a dammed up stream. 
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Hewenden beck at Goit Stock. Manywells beck and 
Ivestone dough are not indicated but they would 
probably be the western boundary of the park as they 
were, in any case, the boundary between Wilsden and 
Cullingworth. On the east the boundary is most likely 
indicated by Bents Lane, which at a point opposite Goit 
Stock suddenly turns almost at a right angle toward 
the east, and skirting the fields of Upper Bents farm, 
which were a part of Hallows, mounts the hillside 
towards Harecroft and Old Allen moor. The first 
mention of Bents Lane is in a deed of 1676 where it is 
described as "the lane on Wilsden Bents leading from 
Harden to Stawrs Cole Pitts."" It would appear that 
Bents Lane was in use before the enclosure of the Lower 
Bents fields, as it only deviates from a very straight line 
on reaching the boundary of the park near Upper 
Bents farm. 

Denholme Park then would consist of the whole 
of the present Urban District of Denholme, approx-
imately 2,500 acres, together with Manywells, Hallas 
Rough, Hewenden and Hallas, situated in Wilsden, 
another 1,100 acres. 

A striking feature in connection with Denhoi1ne 
Park is the number of 'gates', some still existing as 
place names and indicating points where roads crossed 
through the park. Thorn Gate near Old Allen and 
Pottergate on the other side of the valley were the 
places of entry of Whalley Lane, probably the oldest 
of the roads in the neighbourhood, whilst Denholme 
Gate is the point where the road from Halifax and 
Thornton entered the park. Cullingworth Gate on the 
Bradford to Haworth road marks another entrance, and 
Hewendenegate which is mentioned in a Byland Abbey 
lawsuit, may have marked the opposite end of that 
road from Cullingworth Gate, although in the lawsuit 
record it is referred to as the "road called Hewendene-
gate." 

37. Ferrand Manuscripts, A, 247. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
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It is not known precisely when, or how, the 
Tempest family acquired the lands in question from 
Byland Abbey, but as Sir Richard Tempest died in 
1537 it is likely that he either negotiated the purchase, 
or actually bought the land outright before the 
surrender of Byland to the Crown. In many instances 
the surrender of the abbeys was anticipated in this 
way, and Sir Richard Tempest may have been able to 
do so as he probably had considerable influence in high 
quarters, having served as Esquire of the Body to 
Henry VII and as Knight of the Body to Henry VIII.38 
He held a command at the battle of Flodden in 1513, 
and was knighted by Henry VIII in the same year. He 
also served as High Sheriff of Yorkshire. 

Dame Rosamund, his widow, survived her dis-
tinguished husband until 1553, and it would be most 
likely between the years 1540 and 1553 that the deer 
park was created. Doubtless the greater part of the 
area was covered with trees or rough scrub, and the 
conversion to a deer park would consist mainly in 
enclosing it with a ring fence. Traces of the wall are 
said to have been found at some places, particularly 
between Stubden and Thornton Moor reservoirs.39 We 
do not need to visualise, however, the erection of a stone 
wall around the whole enclosure; probably a large 
part of the fence would consist of palisading, which 
would be quite as effective as stone, perhaps more so. 
As the perimeter of the park would be about ten miles, 
the building of a stone wall over the entire distance 
would have been a formidable undertaking, even in an 
age of cheap labour, such as the sixteenth century. 

Another indication that Hallows, or Hallas, was a 
part of the park is that in the Escheats Rolls, 1570,° 
it is stated that Nicholas Tempest, third son of Si 
Richard, who succeeded his brother, Sir John Tempest, 
in 1565, held lands in the Hallows of the Queen, by the 

38. Official Handbook of Boiling Hall Museum, 1954, p. 23. 
39, J. James: op cit., p. 342, 40. J, James : op. cit., p. 36s. 
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same tenure as his manor of Allerton, implying that it 
had been granted by the Crown; and as late as 1841 
a sum of 5s. 4d. per annum, King's rent, was paid out 
of the Hallas estate. 

Denholme Park remained in the possession of the 
Tempest family for about sixty years, but it was 
apparently sold either late in the sixteenth or early in 
the seventeenth century. Possibly it was mortgaged in 
the first instance, as a reference in Barnard's Survey, 
1577, mentions "six oxgangs and a half in Allerton 
which to the hand of King Henry VIII came by reason 
of the dissolution of Byland, in the tenure of Richard 
Tempest, gentleman, and Robert Savile, gentleman."4' 

At all events we find that in 1613 Sir John Savile 
and Henry, his son, sold to John Drake one fourth 
part of Hollyn Park, consisting of 241 acres and com-
prising the Doople, Westhouse, Manywells, Birchin-
lee, Hallows and Hallows Park.42 In addition to this, 
by a conveyance of December 29, 1613, Sir John Savile 
and Henry Savile sold to J. Drake of Kippyn, 
Thornton, one quarter of the great enclosure and 
woody ground called Hollyn Park, estimated at 280 
acres, in the occupation of John Savile, for £150. It is 
described as "parcel of a great park called Denholme 
Park, and which Hollyn Park abutts upon another 
great close called Doe Park on the south, upon lands 
called Weetshaw on the west, Manywells and Birchinlee 
on the north, and upon the commons of Thornton and 
Allerton on the east." 

The Saviles43 also conveyed to William Slater, 
gentleman, of Halifax, and William Whitaker, chap-
man, of Halifax, 711 acres in Weetshaw, and to Richard 
Deane and William Deane 120 acres, other part of 
Weetshaw. Slater and Whitaker in 1612 conveyed to 
Richard florsfall of Oxenhope 120 acres of Weetshaw 

41. J. James: op. cit., p. 110. 
42. Miscellaneous Manuscripts, 234A. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
43. J. James; Continuation of History of Bradford, pp. 279, 280. 

P 
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Bottom, adjoining Holling Park, and also one third of 
three wells in these enclosures between Horehead Hole 
and Redgate End there. In Maynard's valuation of 
the tithes of Bradford Denholme, or Doe, Park is 
shown as in the possession of one Deane, whilst Holling 
Park is owned by a Mr Midgley and Humphrey 
Clayton. 

It is obvious from these extracts that Denholme 
Park was broken up and sold much earlier than the 
rest of the Boiling estate. 

As previously stated a small amount of land in 
Wilsden was owned by Kirkstall Abbey. The Abbey 
Rent Roil for 145941 shows that the tenants then were 
John Threapland, who paid one penny per annum, 
John Wodhall, eightpence per annum, and John 
Woodd, fourteen pence per annum. There is no direct 
evidence as to the whereabouts of these lands. Speight 
suggests that they were at the Non, citing the existence 
of a well, known as the "ever full Abbey well, near 
Wilsden, on an old property belonging to Kirkstall 
Abbey, and at Norr there is another well of peculiar soft 
water, which it is said is an infallible cure for gravel." 
He continues, "At the hamlet of Norr Green, Wilsden, 
is a row of cottages called Black Abbey, and a never 
failing spring called the Abbey Well, while some Abbey 
lands comprised Non farm as well as the farm at the 
top of Sykes called Clara Mount, and a field at the 
bottom of Cop Law lane." 

The last portion of the descriptions appears to 
refer to three cottages at the Norr which were converted 
from old farm buildings about 1820. According to local 
tradition this farm was known as "T'Abba farm" and 
the well, now covered over, was in the yard attached 
to the cottages. How much of the present tradition is 
due to Speight's account and how far it is due to an 

44. J. Outhwaite: op. cit., p. 57. 
45. Tlioresby Society Publication: i, "Kirkstail Abbey Rent R11," p. 10. 
46. H. Speight: op. cit., pp. 271, 394, 
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earlier tradition, is difficult to assess. Many of the fields 
belonging to the Norr farms were part of the Tudor 
enclosure of 1584, which was carried out in piecemeal 
fashion, the fields of the various farms being much 
intermingled and scattered over a wide area. The farm 
from which the cottages were converted was sold by 
Robert Stansfield of Esholt to Thomas Hill of Wilsden 
in 1765, without mention of the name or anything to 
indicate that it had been a monastic possession. Clara 
Mount, or Claremont, as it is now known, is a mid-
nineteenth century cottage and laithe built on lands 
which may have been part of the so-called "Abba 
farm," but nothing certain can be ascertained. It will 
be noticed that tradition only can be invoked in favour 
of the Norr lands being held by Kirkstall Abbey. 

A more likely site for the Kirkstall lands is near 
Harden' Beck, on Wilsden Lee and Mytholme. King 
James I at his death is stated to have owed to the 
City of London a very large sum of money, and 
Charles I,, shortly after his accession, sold to the City, 
to repay the debt, nearly the whole of the Crown lands 
and possessions 4' reserving, however, the fee farm 
rents upon them. In so doing he was probably 
continuing a practice instituted by his predecessors, 
perhaps by Henry VIII himself. The payment to the 
Crown of these rents may, therefore, be accepted as 
presumptive evidence of abbey lands at one time held 
by the Crown. 

From an inquisition of May 2, 1614, held in 
London, of the fee farm rents of the King," the 
following are listed in Wilsden: "Land called Mytham, 
Gd. a year; 3 acres of land called Wilston Lee abutting 
upon Wilston brook, 12d.; a parcel of land called 
Rough Storrs and Birchen Lee, 8d." Birchen Lee and 
Rough Storrs, as we have already seen, were former 
Byland lands situated in Denholme Park. The others 

47. Deeds loaned by Mr Newman Robinson, Wilsden. 
48. J. James : History of Bradford, p. 117. 
49. J. James: Continuation of Hi.s'tory of Bradford, pp. 49, 50. 
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were most likely the smaller properties of Kirkstall 
Abbey. Additional indirect evidence is available in that 
Dame Rosamund Tempest, of Bolling Hall, on June 
20, 1539,° gave to her half-brother, Edward Bolling of 
Chellow "one messuage . . . in Wylesden . . . called 
Mytham . . . abutting upon Hardyng Becke on the 
south and north, on Cottingley Park on the east, and 
on the high road leading from Bradford to Keighley 
on the west." This conveyance is quoted more fully 
by T. T. Empsall in The Bradford Antiquary" where 
he describes it as "abutting upon land granted to 
Richard Sheffield, and between le Mythome on the 
north, the hie mountain called Hie Hill or Stone Bank 
on the south, Cottingley Park on the east, and on the 
Hie way from Bradford to Keighley on the west, at 
20d. annual rent; military service and suit at Thornton, 
with soke obligations." 

Richard Sheffield was a person of some conse-
quence. He was one of four trustees for the children 
of William Rookes of Royds Hall in 1595,52 and is 
described as gentleman. The wording in the above 
description of Mytholme, "abutting upon land granted 
to Richard Sheffield," is significant, indicating that his 
land had also been owned by the Crown. Richard 
Sheffield's son, Lewis, was involved in litigation with 
Humphrey Clayton of Thornton in 1616. Clayton" 
owned a large estate in Allerton, including the 
mansion Crosley Hall, where he resided. On his 
property was an ancient corn mill which was in a state 
of decay in Elizabeth the First's reign. He also owned 
a portion of Holling Park in 1638. 11 Lewis Sheffield, 
in 1612, owned a cottage and seventeen acres of land 
in Allerton, 55 which he had improved from the wastes; 

50. W. Cudworth: Histories of Bolton and Bowling, p. 156. 
51. Bradford Antiquary, ii, p. 122. 
52. Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society : Local Record Series, iii, 

" West Yorkshire Deeds," no. 131. 
53. Bradford Antiquary, New Series, pt. xxxvii, pp. 101-107. 
54. J. Outhwaite: op. cit., p. 57. \ 
55. Bradford Antiquary, New Series, pt. xxxvii, pp. 101-107. / 
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he also held a coal mine and a corn mill on the wastes 
there, which he occupied jointly with his mother, Joan. 
Could it be that the cottage and land in Al1erton56 were 
actually the property at Harden Beck granted to his 
father and abutting upon Mytholme? 

The Harden Beck corn mill, situated a few hundred 
yards away on the Wilsden side of the Harden beck, 
fits the description, whilst the coal mine could have 
been on Norr Hill close to Lee Lane, the old highway 
from Bradford to Keighley. It is known that coal was 
mined on Norr Hill at that time, an entry in the Bingley 
Parish Church register for August 14, 1594, reading, 
"Tho: Illingworth of Cottingley, who died in a Colepyt 
at norre with a dampe." Lewis Sheffield's mother, Joan, 
died in 1612. Possibly the dispute and ill-feeling 
between Sheffield and Clayton arose partly from 
business competition, Clayton's corn mill being in a 
state of decay, whilst Sheffield's may have been in a 
flourishing condition. In his defence before the Court 
of Star Chamber, London, Clayton said that although 
Lewis Sheffield "be a gentleman born, yet is he known 
to be of a very disordered conversation and course of 
life, being an ale-house keeper in Wilsden." He 
continued, "Mr Sheffield, God hath sent you more witt 
than to a great number of your neighbours, but I pray 
God that your witt tend not more to your damnation 
than salvation in regard you use it so ill to the 
annoyance of your neighbours." 

The description of Lewis Sheffield as an ale-house 
keeper is interesting, as the present Malt Shovel Inn 
at Harden Beck is on the land granted to Richard 
Sheffield, and was probably built in the late seventeenth 
century on the site of the ale house of 1616. Situated 
as it then was upon the highway from Bradford to 
Keighley it would be in a good position to attract 

56. The manor was " Allerton cum Wilsden ", but the word Wilsden 
may have been omitted, although the lands were actually in that 
part of the manor. 

57. Bingle, Parish Church Register, Oct. 15, 1612. 
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custom. Mytholme and the adjoining lands were 
purchased by Benjamin Ferrand, of St Ives," in 1756, 
nearly thirty years before he acquired the manor of 
Allerton cum Wilsden. In the Survey of 1837, 11 both 
Mytholme and the Malt Shovel Inn are shown as being 
in the ownership of Mrs Sarah Ferrand, of St Ives. 
The fields belonging to the Malt Shovel Inn, which was 
also a farm, adjoining Harden Beck, totalled fourteen 
acres, 60 whilst Mytholme pasture was shown as seven-
teen acres. The last recorded Manor Court for Allerton 
cum Wilsden was held in the Malt Shovel Inn, Harden 
Beck, in December, 1841.61 A receipt for King's rent, 
6s. 8d., paid by Edward Ferrand in 1824 is extant. 62 

It is perhaps permissible to speculate whether the 
knowledge that these lands had at one time been owned 
by Kirkstall Abbey was a subconscious motive which 
caused Benjamin Ferrand to build the mock ruins 
known as "St David's" on this land. 

One result of the dissolution of the monasteries, 
and one which had a far-reaching effect on the 
community, was the freeing of undeveloped land for 
cultivation. The monastic lands in Allerton cum 
Wilsden, being far away from the abbeys, appear to 
have been used principally as sources of supply for 
timber and peat, as evidenced by the lawsuits already 
quoted, the rights of the Abbots being safeguarded by 
local foresters employed by them. The land hereabouts 
was, in any case, mostly marginal, and practically the 
only cereals raised by the inferior methods of cultiva-
tion available in those days would be oats and barley. 
The field names 'Harecroft' or 'Havercroft', and 
'Barcroft' and 'Barley croft' are evidence on this 

58. Deeds loaned by Mr W. P. Butterfield, of Mytholme, Wilsden. 
59. Miscellaneous Manuscripts, Series C, no. 5. Cartwright Memorial 

Hall, Bradford. 
60. The fourteen acres plus three acres adjoining upon Wilsden Lee (see 

note 48) make up the seventeen acres which Lewis Sheffield had 
improved from the wastes " . 

61. V. Cudworth : Manninjhoiii, Heaton and Allerton, 1898, p. 293. 
62. Miscellaneous Manuscripts, Series C, no. 5. Cartwright Memorial 

Hall, Bradford. 
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point. As we have already seen, the population was 
sparse, being not more than, say, thirty families in 
both Allerton and Wilsden at the time of the Poll Tax, 
1379.63 This was, of course, only thirty years after the 
Black Death, which has been estimated to have reduced 
the population of the whole country from four millions 
to two and a half millions in that period." By 1530 in 
all probability it had not increased very much. 

In addition, whilst the establishment of granges" 
by the Cistercian monks to safeguard their interests 
caused the depopulation of many villages in the fertile 
plains, and tended to prevent the expansion of farming 
in the hill country, in this district it is likely that 
farming would not be encouraged by the Abbots. Aftei 
1540, however, the dispersal of the abbey lands 
amongst a number of smaller proprietors gradually 
changed the whole picture. Instead of a few arable and 
pasture lands being grudgingly conceded to the 
peasants, a new type of land proprietor, the yeoman 
farmer, appeared upon the scene. Living in isolated 
groups of farms surrounded by the small fields which 
they had "improved from the wastes," often situated 
at considerable distances from the home of the lord of 
the manor, it was easy to continue the process of 
improvement," and an ever-increasing number of 

small irregular shaped enclosures was the result. 
In this district, of course, the utilisation of abbey 

lands as a deer park delayed the enclosure operations 
for many years. Whilst the smaller Kirkstall lands were 
soon dispersed, being given to Richard Sheffield" and 
Edward Boiling in 1539, a large part of the Byland 
lands became the Denholme Park of the Tempests. 

The first recorded grant by the lord of the manor 
for the enclosure of lands in Wilsden is dated 1584,67 

63. Brat/ford Antiquary, (New Series), pt. xv, p. 407. 
64. W. G. Hoskins The Making of the English Landscape, 1955, p. 93. 
65. Ibid. 
66. Bradford Antiquary, ii, p. 122. 
67. W. Cudworth: Manning/tam., Heaton and Ahlerton, p. 287. 
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when Robert Tempest, of Bracewell, empowered seven 
freeholders of Allerton and eleven of Wilsden to 
enclose and improve certain of the moors, commons and 
waste of Allerton and Wilsden. It is probable that 
financial reasons lay behind this grant, for even in 
1577, as we have already seen, some of the Byland 
lands were in the joint tenure of Richard Tempest and 
Robert Savile, 68 probably as the result of a mortgage. 

In his grants of land, Robert Tempest, who had 
succeeded his brother Richard in 1581, did not reserve 
to himself the mineral rights, and these early enclosures 
were subsequently referred to as "old land" to 
distinguish them from later enclosures in which mineral 
rights were reserved by the lord of the manor, these 
being known as "new land." 

No plan or description of the "old lands" of 1584 
has been found, but some can be traced from references 
to fields in conveyances and wills, and some indication 
of their whereabouts can be obtained from the names 
of the freeholders who were empowered to make the 
enclosures. The Wilsden freeholders in 1584 were 
Marmaduke Maude, Richard Crawshaw, John Rawson, 
John Wilman, Raynbrown Wilman, John Philip, 
Richard Threapland, Richard Mitton, Robert Midgley, 
William Binns and George Butler. 

Of these, Marmaduke Maude, John Rawson, John 
Wilman, Richard Threapland, Richard Mitton and 
George Butler have left few traces, but there is a 
possibility that Butler had some connection with 
Manywells, 69 as in 1703 a Mr Butler paid £1, Land 
Tax for "Manewelle, part of Birchin Lee," and a Mrs 
Butler in 1705 held three-fourths of a pew in Bradford 
Parish Church" in respect of her lands in Wilsden. If 
these were the lands enclosed in 1584 they would be 
in the vicinity of the present Hewenden Reservoir, 
some, no doubt, now beneath the water of the reservoir. 

68. J. James: History of Bradford.. p. 110. 
69. Bradford Antiquary, ii, p. 18. 70. J. Outhwaite; op. cit., p. 73. 
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The name Threapland recalls to mind one of the 
tenants of Kirkstall Abbey in 1459, whose descendants 
may have acquired land on Wilsden Lee near to the 
abbey lands their family had rented. 

Richard Crawshaw died in 1611.' His son William 
married in 1613 Anne '7' daughter of Richard Ferrand 
of Bingley and Castlefields. An old house, near the 
present Main Street, which was demolished in 1956, 
was known as Crawshaw Fold. It had the appearance 
of an early seventeenth century house and would most 
likely be the home of William Crawshaw. The fields 
associated with it were situated on both sides of Main 
Street and were sold en bloc about 1870 by Ellis 
Cunliffe-Lister73 to William Wigglesworth. 

Raynbrown Wilman died in 160074 and John 
Wilman" in 1623. Robert Wilman, father of 
Raynbrown, mortgaged property in Wilsden to 
William Midgley, yeoman, of Marsh Cote, Cottingley, 
in 1596. As the Midgley family had connections with 
the Norr it is likely that the Wilman lands were also 
in that area. Robert Wilman also conveyed to William 
Midgley of Cottingley in 1600 lands which had been 
allotted to him by Robert Tempest for enclosure.76 
Could it be that the death of Raynbrown caused his 
father to dispose of the land? The latter died in 1645. 

Robert Midgley cannot be definitely traced, but as 
the Midgleys of Cottingley enclosed and developed a 
great deal of land at the Norr in the seventeenth 
century, it is probable that Robert was one of that 
family and that the lands of both the Wilmans and of 
the Midgleys were situated at the Norr. The fields of 
the Norr farms adjoined the boundary of Wilsden and 
Cottingley near Marsh Cote Farm, the home of the 
Midgleys of Cottingley. 

71. Bradford Antiquary, i, p. 163. 
72. Yorkshire Parish Register Society liingley Parish Church Register, 

1901. 
73. Bradford Reference Library, Map. WIL, 1860, SMI. 
74. Bradford Antiquary, i, p. 49. 75. Ibid., ii., p. 4. 
76. Deeds loaned by the late Mr W. H. Bairstow. 
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The Philip family appears to have been an 
ancient one in Wilsden. In the lawsuit, Queen versus 
Tempest, 1580, evidence was given that at a court 
held in 1510 John Phillip did his fealty for a messuage 
and a 'bove' (oxgang) of land at Allerton, held by 
knight service and by a further tenure "of enclosing 
the lord's orchard with a wall In the same lawsuit 
a Gilbert Phillip gave evidence of the withdrawal of 
shrift from the mylne at Wilsden."' John Phillip was a 
witness to the conveyance by Robert Wilman to 
William Midgley, already referred to, dated 1600. In 
a further conveyance, from William Midgley to Richard 
Illingworth, dated 1618,80 a field named Barcroft is 
described as "bounded by Gomersal Lane on the 
south, and by lands of John Phillip on the west." 
Barcroft field has been identified and it is certain, 
therefore, that some of the lands of John Phillip lay 
between Gomersal, or Crack, Lane and the highway 
from Harden Beck to Ling Bob, the present Main 
Street. Three years later, at the age of eight-four, John 
Phillip gave evidence at an inquisition regarding the 
boundaries of Allerton, Heaton and Thornton.8' 

Lastly we come to William Binns, who died in 
1608.82 He had a son named Ambrose who died in 
1650.83 Their lands were apparently on Wilsden Hill 
as, in the will of John Midgley of Norr, dated 1696, 
a bequest to Richard Midgley, his eldest son, is 
described as "Ambrose Binns' farm on Wilsden Hill." 

To sum up, the lands enclosed by authority of 
Robert Tempest in 1584 were variously situated at the 
Norr, Crack Lane, near the lower end of Main Street, 
on Wilsden Hill, and at Manywells. Robert Tempest, 
as lord of the manor, did not exercise his prerogative of 
taking a large quota for himself. 

77. J. James op. cit., p. 361. 
78. Ferrand Manuscripts, B. 121. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
79. Deed loaned by the late Mr W. H. Bairstow. 80. Ibid. 
81. Bradford Antiquary (New Series), pt. xxvii, p. 76. 
82. Ibid., i, p. 160. 83. Ibid., (New Series), pt. ii, p. 166. 
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John Midgley of Norr, in his will," does not 
specify the 'old lands.' "I bequeath unto Susan, my 
loving wife . . . all that Messuage at Norr in Wilsden, 
where I now dwell and all ye Antient Lands thereto 
belonging and all my closes of 'New Land' called ye 
Great Cop Law, ye Little Cop Law, and ye Brows Well 
End." The will of his son Joshua, however, dated 
1744,85 gives also the names of the 'old lands.' "I give 
and devise unto Mary Midgley, my well beloved wife 

those closes of old land called by the names of 
the Acres, the Barrcroft, the Whitelees, the Barkings, 
the Calf Croft, and also those closes of new land called 
by the names of Little Coplaw, the Great Coplaw, and 
the Browsweland." 

WILSDEW HELL, OLD FIELDS PATTERN. 
wrug 4 Vtv.cc.n1cI cJ,d05arcs 

The small fields and curved walls suggest vividly a reaching out 
process from one small gain to the next. The original field walls, 
of which traces are still visible, were built from the stones excav-
ated during the work of enclosure. 

The fields mentioned are only a fraction of the 
land enclosed in 1584 or previously, all of which would 
be 'old land', and which it is now difficult to trace. But 

4 and 85. Loaned by the late Mr W. H. Bairstow. 

11 
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the irregular shape of fields may be considered to be 
an indication of the early enclosures, as the later ones 
are invariably set out in better alignment and in fairly 
regular squares. 

Those on Wilsden Hill are a good example of 
the old enclosures, the shapes indicating vividly the 
addition, one by one, of small field to small field 
without definite planning or measurement. Some of 
the fields were very small. We shall find in the 
seventeenth century enclosures that in one instance an 
enclosure of half an acre, and another of one and a 
half acres divided into six small fields, were later 
merged into larger units. 

(To be continued) 
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TWO ANCIENT BRADFORD FAMILIES 

- BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

THE LEVENTHORPES OF THORNTON 

THIS article consists of a collection of notes on 
two families of centuries ago which I have 
made during many years of local historical 

research. The families are those of Leventhorpe, of 
Leventhorpe Hall in Thornton, and Appleyard of The 
Oaks, a farmstead which, until its demolition in 1958, 
was in the township of Allerton. These homesteads 
were near one another, on opposite sides of Thornton 
Road. 

Whereas much concerning the Leventhorpes has 
been recorded in various local historical publications, 
including, of course, this journal, what I have set down 
here about both families, drawn mainly from the rolls 
of the manor court of Bradford, has not been touched 
upon by other writers. The Leventhorpes were an 
armigerous family, local manorial lords and prominent 
in the affairs of Bradford-dale in the Middle Ages: I 
will, therefore, deal with them first. 

A fight is not a happy incident with which to 
begin a notice of a family, but this is what happened 
in 1348. John de Lewynthorp was summoned to the 
manor court to answer for drawing blood from Henry 
Michel. He was placed in mercy by the pledge of the 
viii, or township, of Thornton in the sum of sixpence. 

Four years later Robert de Lewynthorp complained 
of Richard, son of Richard de Manyngham in a plea 
of agreement, the nature of which is not mentioned. 

An affray of some magnitude for medieval times 
took place in the 30th year of Edward the Third 
(1356-7), when it was stated by the jurors that 
William Notbroun, William, son of William Iveson, 
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John Malkynson, William Perkyn, senior and William 
Perkyn, junior on Monday in the Feast of St Peter ad 
Vincula at Bradford made assault upon a certain John 
de Threplandes, Thomas Fox, William, son of William 
de Thornton and others and beat and ill-treated them. 
Presently upon the scene came William de Lewynthorp 
and others he had collected "from the country" to 
preserve the peace and to pacify the malcontents lest 
more serious damage be done. 

But this was of no avail. The attackers were 
reinforced by William and John Iveson, Thomas and 
Hugh Tomson, Ralph Attetownend, John Cook, 
Thomas Walker, Ughtred Penneson, William Jackson, 
Hugh Jolif and "the whole commonalty of the town of 
Bradford" who supported Notbroun and his con-
federates in their "evil deeds ". They apparently 
opposed Lewynthorp and his party at the "Bridge of 
Bradford" and prevented them from crossing the 
highroad there. Their purpose was to force Lewynthorp 
and his supporters to cross through the water of 
Bradford "broc ", or beck. 

It would seem that in the mid-fourteenth century 
William de Lewynthorp was the principal representa-
tive of the family. With John Legeard he appeared 
at Pontefract in 1357-8 and together they took of the 
lord Duke and his council the bailiwick of Bradford, 
with the mill and suit thereof, and with the profits 
which the farmers had been in the habit of enjoying. 
They were to hold the bailiwick for six years, rendering 
yearly for it twelve pounds of silver. 

Lewynthorp, the following year, was plaintiff in 
a plea of trespass which he entered against Richard 
de Wilsden, vicar of the church of Bradford. The 
court roll entry does not state the nature of the offence 
but says that the parties reached agreement. 

Some fifty years later the jurors recorded that 
John, son of John Smyth of Ydill, and William 
Lumby, also of Idle, came by force and arms with 
William Thomlynson and his son to Bradford where, 
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in the house of William Nutbroun, they lay in ambush 
for Geoffrey Leventhorp, Robert Legard and others. 
Their intention was to shoot the latter. However, the 
jurors commanded that the delinquents be attached: 
that is, they were under an obligation to be at the 
manor court on the day assigned for their appearance. 

At this same court, which was in the 12th year of 
Henry the Fourth (1410-11), the jurors found that 
Nutbroun harboured continually in his house players 
at dice, "kewdrynge, clochynge" and other prohibited 
games. Leventhorp, evidently, had resorted to 
Nutbroun's house to participate in games of chance, 
which were illegal, because William Thomlynson at the 
same court was described as a common player at dice 
and other games prohibited by statute. 

It appears that Thomlynson, on the same day that 
the unsuccessful ambush at Nutbroun's house took 
place, accompanied by twelve armed men lay in wait 
by the church of Bradford for Geoffrey Leventhorp, 
Thomas Leventhorp, of Heton, and others and made 
assault on them. 

A court roll entry of 13 Henry the Fourth informs 
us that Geoffrey Leventhorp held Horton of the manor 
of Bradford by knight service. He took profits within 
the lands there and sought for coal and stone in the 
waste and common of Horton to great value. This, the 
jurors considered, was to the disherison of the lord the 
King. 

In the same year, 1411-12, there is a reference 
to a quarrel between Geoffrey Leventhorp and Thomäs 
Thornour, junior. Thornour assaulted Leventhorp 
and made a great commotion in Bradford church. 

According to a court roll dated the first year of 
Henry the Fifth (1413-14) Leventhorp held in 
severalty the whole of his land at Leventhorpe every 
year and at all times of the year. It appears that the 
tenants of the lordship of Bradford ought to have 
common of pasture each year from the Feast of St 
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Michael until the Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Mary. This right, apparently, Leventhorp had 
denied to the said tenants, to their no small damages. 

In May, 1414, the same Geoffrey in the church of 
Bradford assaulted Thomas Durygge, parson of the 
church, Robert Bollynge, Thomas Thornour, junior 
and Thomas Thornton. Leventhorp could not deny 
the charge and put himself on the lord's grace. 

Others of the Leventhorp family in the fifteenth 
century included Robert, who was a witness to a grant 
in 1433 relating to a messuage in Cleckheaton; Denis 
who also witnessed a deed in 1435; and William, 
witness to an indenture, dated 1463, relating to Popeley 
in Birstall. 

The next member of the family to be mentioned 
is Oswald, son and heir of Robert Lewnethorp, 
esquire, lord of Horton in Bradford-dale. In 1509 
Oswald granted to Gilbert Hawmond a small plot of 
land lying on the moor of Little Horton at a yearly 
rent of ten silver pence. A witness to this transaction 
was Richard Tempest, then an esquire but four years 
later to become a knight. 
• The last record to be noticed is the inquisition, 
taken at Oteley on October 17, 1517, after the death 
of Oswald Leventhorpe, before John Pulleyn, 
escheator, by the oath of Lawrence Kighley, esquire, 
and others. It was found that Oswald died seised of 
the manors of Horton and Leventhorpe and of ten 
messuages, sixty acres of land, twenty acres of 
meadow, forty acres of pasture and twenty acfes of 
wood in Bradford, Allerton, Thornton and Clayton 
(except two tenements in Thornton and an annual 
rent of six marks issuing from the manor of Horton, 
held by Margaret, widow of Robert Leventhorpe, 
father of Oswald, who was then living). 

The manor of Horton was held of the King as of 
his honour of Pontefract, parcel of the duchy of 
Lancaster, by service of the third part of a knight's 
fee, and was worth eight marks a year. The manor of 
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Leventhorpe and the messuages and lands were held 
of Sir Richard Tempest, but by what service was 
unknown. They were worth ten pounds a year. He 
held no other manors, lands or tenements of the King 
when he died on February 10, 6th Henry the Eighth 
(1514-15). Alice, wife of John Lascy, esquire, was the 
daughter and next heir tof Oswald, and when the 
inquisition post mortem was held at Otley she was 
aged forty years or more. 

The failure of a male heir to Oswald Leventhorpe 
would doubtless contribute to the disappearance of the 
family from Bradford-dale, as, by the marriage of 
Alice Leventhorpe with John Lascy, the manors of 
Horton and Leventhorpe passed to the Lacy family. 
The decline locally of the Leventhorpe family seems 
to have begun in the sixteenth century following the 
death of Oswald. 

THE APPLEYARDS OF ALLERTON 

William del Appelyerd, or William of the Apple-
yard, is the first to be mentioned. He was at the manor 
court of Bradford on a few occasions between 1348 
and 1360. In 1354 he obtained judgment in a plea of 
debt and six years later he served as a juror. 

That interesting and important record of 1379, the 
Poll Tax return, reveals two more of the name: Adam 
del Appilyerd and Magota de Appilyerd, both of whom 
paid fourpence to the tax. Adam, apparently, was of 
some standing locally for he was a witness in 1390 to 
a grant concerning the manor of Leventhorpe. 

We next meet with the name in 1410-11, when 
John Appilzhard is mentioned and when, it will 
be noticed, the prepositions 'del' and 'de' have 
disappeared. Thus the place-name association is now 
lost in the personal name of Appleyard. In the following 
year William Mellynge broke down and carried away 
fences and wood belonging to John. These were in 
the field of Appilzhard, or Appleyard, the original 
name of the farmstead: not until 250 years later do 
we find it called The Oaks, as we shall shortly see. 
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There was also an Adam Appylzhard appearing 
at the manor court concurrently with John; for 
example, in 1410-11 he was a complainant against 
John Crosselay for a trespass. Adam complained that 
for two years past Crosselay had made an unlawful 
road with his carriages within the site of Adam's 
tenement in Allerton to the damage of ten shillings. 
John's defence was that the road was a lawful one 
because, by custom, a road ought to be there. Adam 
did not prosecute his complaint and was amerced 
threepence for his unjust action. 

There seems to have been trouble over this, or 
another, highway in Allerton, for in 1411-12 a pain was 
assessed upon John Appilzhard if he did not remove 
stones which he had put on the road. These blocked 
the highway to the inconvenience and harm of people 
using it. A penalty of tweilvepence was laid upon John 
should he disregard the order of the court. 

Ten years later John Appilizerd was one of five 
defendants in a case of the stopping up, by default, of 
a certain highway in Allerton. From ancient time this 
had been a road leading from Allerton to Bradford for 
carriages in winter time every year. 

We pass over some 120 years, to the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, and find that Richard Applyerd 
was able to furnish a horse and harness at the muster 
of Bradford-dale. It is possible that this Richard was 
head of the Appleyard family of Appleyard, for his 
name appears in a few connections. For instance, he 
witnessed the will of Edward Bollinge, of Chellow, in 
1542. Another link with the Boiling family was that 
his wife, Jennet, was the daughter of Robert Bollinge, 
of Wibsey, whose will is dated January 3, 1563. 

Brief mention of Appleyards in the second half 
of the sixteenth century will now be made. Roger 
Apleyearde served as a juror of the manor court in 
1569, 1571 and 1573. He had previously, in 1551, 
been appointed one of four supervisors of the will of 
James Allerton, of Bradford. Williain Apleyearde in 
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1584 was defendant in a fine respecting two messuages 
with lands in Allerton. There was Robert Appleyearde 
who, in 1572, engaged in an affray with John Allerton. 
And finally, there was a Richard Apleyeard, who could 
hardly have been the same as the one just mentioned 
since it was as late as the year 1601 when he served 
as a juror and in the same year was elected constable 
of Allerton. 

On January 13, 1630-31 a "Mr Aplyard, Allerton" 
was buried at Bradford, and I am inclined to think, on 
the strength of the 'Mr', which when applied at that 
far-off time denoted a person of substance and standing 
in the affairs of a manor or parish, that he was the 
owner of The Oaks. It may even be possible that he 
was the one who sold the farmstead. In the absence of 
the relevant deed it cannot be said who was the last of 
the Appleyards to own the estate. But certain it is that 
the property changed hands sometime in the seven-
teenth century and came into the possession of Peter 
Sunderland of Fairweather Green, whose house there 
later came to be known as Shutfleworth Hall. 

In 1664 it was reported to the Bradford manor 
court that Sunderland had encroached on the highway 
between Allerton and Bradford, namely "le Okes Lane". 
He was amerced twenty shillings and ordered to remove 
the fence which he had built there. This means that 
the name of the farmstead had then been changed from 
Appleyard to The Oaks, and it would be interesting to 
know when this occurred. It could have happened 
when the old Appleyard family home, which would 
probably be a half-timbered structure, was rebuilt in 
the seventeenth century, when the same thing happened 
at Leventhorpe. The Leventhorpe Hall we know 
to-day, though now descended to farmhouse status, is 
not the hail which the Leventhorpes knew. Their manor 
house was of much earlier construction. And so with 
The Oaks: the Appleyards we have noticed knew not 
the house which was pulled down to make way for the 
Rhodesway Secondary Modern School. 
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A deed of some interest is the marriage settlement, 
dated April 12, 1678, which Bryan Sunderland made on 
his intended wife, Susan Adams, eldest daughter o 
John Adams, of Rawclife, in Yorkshire, esquire. It is. 
a deed of three parts, the first party being Sunderland, 
described as an esquire, of Aikton, in county York. Of 
the second part were Susan, her father and Christopher 
Favill, of Normington, county York, gentleman; and of 
the third part were Henry Favill, of Altofts, and 
William Denison, of Wakefield, gentlemen. 

Bryan Sunderland had acknowledged a fine unto 
Henry Favill and Denison of the manors and bailiwicks 
of Bingley, Cottingley, Crosley Hall and Pudsey, and 
of the capital messuage called "the Okes, alias Apple-
yard ", in Allerton, then or lately occupied by one 
William Topham, and of several closes of land in 
Allerton lately in the tenure of Peter Sunderland, 
esquire, deceased, and which formerly belonged to The 
Okes. This was lately the inheritance of one Richard 
Appleyard. 

The indenture of 1678 witnessed that Sunderland, 
in consideration of a marriage arranged between him-
self and Susan Adams, and for £500 paid by John 
Adams as part of the marriage portion of Susan, 
undertook with Adams to levy a fine, so as to make 
sufficient provision for Susan should she survive her 
intended husband, upon the said premises, excepting 
such closes belonging to The Oaks as were in the actual 
possession of Peter . Sunderland on July 22, 1674. 

We observe two things in particular in this docu-
ment. The first is that The Oaks was a capital 
niessuage; that is, it was a homestead superior to the 
ordinary type of farmstead. Indeed, a capital messuage 
was sometimes of manorial status. The other point of 
interest is the proof this deed supplies that The Oaks 
was previously known as Appleyard. 

William Topham, who continued to occupy The 
Oaks, was elected constable of Allerton in 1680, and 
six years later he and John Jowett were presented at the 
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manor court. The offence was that they had not re-
paired the lane leading from "Brigbeck, alias Ackers-
beck ", to the "Oakes ", in Allerton. 

Finally, some words on the farmhouse itself. The 
illustration shows part of the main front of The Oaks, 
the most interesting feature of which is the gable at the 
south-east corner. The house, I understand, did not 
possess a date-stone but from the appearance of the 
gable it would seem that the old Appleyard home was 
rebuilt in the reign of Charles the First, if not in that 
of James the First. It will be seen that the original 
mullioned windows of the gable were retained to the 
end and that their respective hood moulds, or drip 
stones, had decorative terminals of a more or less con-
ventional kind. 

In the masonry between the upper window and the 
apex of the gable can be seen a fragment of a stone 
cross: this denoted an association with the Order of the 
Knights Hospitaller of St John of Jersusalem. The 
possessions of the Order were divided into manors or 
bailiwicks, but they were not manors in the accepted 
sense of the term even though they had the right to 
hold Courts Baron and Leet. 

It is difficult to say how the Order's manors were 
regarded in the seventeenth century, when the stone 
cross was placed on The Oaks. Their rights, apart from 
that of proving wills, consisted only of free rents, re-
liefs and small perquisites of the courts. Properties 
which had belonged to the Hospitallers, out of which 
the lord of the manor or bailiwick claimed a small rent-
charge, often bore a double cross or a lantern carved 
in stone, which latter served as a finial. The court rolls 
provide instances of tenants having been ordered by 
the court to place crosses on their houses. 

These local possessions of the Order, including 
The Oaks, which was in the manor of Crosley, or 
Crosley Hall, were held by the Crown until the year 
1615, when they were purchased by Richard Sunder-
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land, of Coley Hall, near Halifax, in whose family they 
remained for 120 years. 

For permission to include a picture of The Oaks I 
have to thank Mr and Mrs T. Fearnley, who were the 
last occupiers of the farmstead. They very readily lent 
me photographs from which I selected the one repro-
duced here. 



flSe3ree of More (Moore) of 3uíße[e 

Robert More = 

Rector of Gaiceley, 1581-1642; 
bar., Aug. 2, 1642; will doted 
July 22, 1642, proved Oct. 7, 
1644 

(A "Mistres More of Giesley 
was bar., June 1, 1634) 

Merry 
= Cheistofer Lerott, Jerimie Grace = John Robinson, Timothe Sarah 

hap., Oct. 15, 1588; of York bap., July It, 1591; hap., Jaoo 3, 1594; "preacher of the hap., July 10, 1597; will dated Aug. 31 
maer., April 17, 1609; bar., Aug. 6, 1598 morr., Dec. 29, 1613 worde of god" hue., Nov. 13, 1644; 1681; proved June 
bar., Nov. 19, 1616 of Meottoo; named 12, 1682 

in his father's will 

Robert Hitch, Jeremy 
Dean of York; named hap., Oct. 21, 1603; 
in More's will as son-in- bur., July 14, 1618 
law; hoe., Feb. 16, Peace 
1676, aged 82 yours hop., Feb. 10, 1599; 

hue., Feb. 16, 1599 

Jeremy = Edith - Allen Sarah = Robert, son of Mary Robert = Sarah Leoett 
hap., Oct. 22, 1615; named in his brother's mare., Dec. 8, 1636 Robert Hitch, named in bee grand- bar., Ape. 19 
Minister of Leighton, will Dean of York father's will, 1642 1667 
Essex; 
will doted Mar. 13, 
1650-51; 
proved, F.C.C., July 
18, 1651; os/i. 

Sarah = John Geldere, Henry 
marr., Nov. 13, of Wiggiothorpe, of Leathlry; son and 
1662 ph. Terriogron; heir; will dated Feb. 

aged 34 in 1665 6, 1676 

Mary = Dr William Brearey, 
hue., St John's, York, Rector of Guiseley; - 

May Il, 1678 bar., St John's, York, Mar. 9, 
1701-2 

Sarah Henry 
named in her uncle Jeremy's will, hap., Apr. 24, 1644; named in 

1650-51 his uncle's will 1650-51 

On Aug. 4, 1646 was bar. John, son of Mr Robert Hivth(iic(, "Preacher of Codes Word Ott Gieslay." 

Baptisms, marriages and burials, followed by dates, took place at Gaiseley. 

Jeremy Mary 
hap., Jan. 29, 1649; named in hap., July 30, 1651 

his uncle's will, 1650-51 



1 



ROBERT MORE 
PURITAN RECTOR OF GUISELEY 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

T
HE subject of this article became Rector of 
Guiseley in 1581 and continued there until his 
death in August, 1642. He went up to Trinity 

College, Cambridge in 1571 as a Sizar, which suggests 
that his financial circumstances were not good. Yet 
many who left their mark upon the life of the University 
of Cambridge and upon that of the nation began their 
academic life as Sizars. Robert More (Moore) graduated 
Bachelor of Arts in 1576 and became a Master in 1579. 
In that year he was ordained Deacon and in the 
following year, 1580, Priest in the diocese of Peter-
borough. According to his will, which I have copied 
at the Borthwick Institute of Historical Research, York, 
he was ten years at Cambridge. 

When he was twenty-four years old More came 
North to see friends and at the invitation of George 
Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, and a Knight of the 
Garter, and Margaret, his Countess, he stayed at 
Skipton Castle where he preached. Apparently for 
something like eighteen months he made his head-
quarters at the castle, whence he went into Craven to 
preach, and also, "upon intreaty ", at Guiseley. More's 
predecessor at Guiseley resigned the living, whereupon 
the Earl of Huntington, together with the Earl and 
Countess of Cumberland, the latter's father, Francis, 
Earl of Bedford, the Earl of Warwick, Peregrine, Lord 
Wiloby, the Earl of Oxford and Sir Francis 
Walsingham, all of whom had heard More preach, 
joined together to purchase the advowson. This they 
did and conveyed it to Lord Willoby as patron of the 
living. Later he, under his seal, assured and conveyed 
to More the advowson of the rectory of Guiseley. 

Not long after becoming rector More clashed with 
the High Commissioners of the York diocese, who 
insisted upon the rigorous imposition of vestments, 
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ceremonies and rules which troubled those ministers 
who were opposed to them. In consequence of this 
opposition such nonconformists became known as 
Puritans: Robert More was one. On January 9, 1586 
he appeared before Archbishop Sandys and other High 
Commissioners at York to answer various charges 
brought against him. For want of proof, however, he 
was dismissed. A week later, when he was again cited, 
he declared that at the previous hearing he had cleared 
himself of all the charges against him, except that of 
refusing to conform in all points with the Book of 
Common Prayer. This he did not only out of contempt 
but from conscience; nevertheless he was compelled 
to enter into a bond to observe the Book of Common 
Prayer in future. 

On his third, and last, appearance before the court 
at York he was ordered to sign a form of recantation 
and read it publicly in Guiseley Church. His reply to 
this was his refusal to purchase his liberty at so dear 
a price, declaring that he would prefer to be cast into 
prison, or be put to death, rather than lie against his 
conscience. It may he that this final stand against his 
persecutors was the origin of the sobriquet "Good old 
Liberty Moore ". But this is not the place to pursue 
his stand for his religious principles: that has been 
done elsewhere.' 

More's long life at Guiseley was spent in diligent 
and useful service, among his many good works being 
the founding of a day school and the building of the 
rectory house. The latter was erected in 1601; but 
perhaps it would be truer to say rebuilt, as it 

incorporates timbers of an earlier structure. Inci-
dentally, the projecting parapet, which is carried on 
corbels, is reminiscent of the Middle Ages, although 
the house was built long after the end of that period in 

1. Marchant, R.A., The Puritans and the Church Courts in the Diocese 
of York, 1560-1642, 1960; Brook, Lives of the Puritans from the 
Reformation under Elizabeth to the Act of Uniformity; The Bradford 
Antiquary, (New Sex ies) ii, v, vi, vii. 
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English history. Guiseley Rectory is of stone, with a 
dressed face, and certain of its features, one of which 
has just been mentioned, are unusual; indeed, the 
open-arched gable finials are claimed to be unique.' 

Far from being a mean dwelling the house which 
Robert More built was a substantial structure, as may 
be realised to-day. When Roger Hardcastle collected 
the Hearth Tax in 1672 More's successor, Robert Hitch, 
paid the tax on six hearths, which was the highest 
number for a single dwelling in Guiseley, the next 
highest being three. The number of hearths that a house 
was assessed on to the Hearth Tax could, within very 
broad limits, be used as a guide to its probable size. 

Robert More's educational endowment now calls 
for some consideration. The earliest mention of the 
"Gramer Schoole at Guisley ", as William Vavasour, 
of Stead, in Burley, parish of Otley, called it, is in the 
founder's will, where he provides as follows :— 

And for my Earthly estate which is not greate but such 
as God in his mercifull providence hath judged and appointed 
to bee best for mee: ffirst for my ifreehold lands, as God hath 
given divers tenements & lands unto mee soe doe I for his sake, 
and to bee a powre [poor] example of holy Devotion and 
Charitye to others of better abilitye, freely and cherefully give 
one speciall tenement, in Menston, now in the tennour [tenure] 
of Christopher Watson, of the yearly rent of five pound, or 
as it shall bee reasonablye valued hereafter, with the consent of 
the Schoole Master, unto the schoolehouse which I have lately 
builded, And to the Schoolemaster thereof for his better main-
tenance, with all the buildings, garth and crofte on the backe-
side; And all other closes, crofts and lands thereunto belonginge, 
with all their Appurtenances in Menston aforesaid, now in the 
tennour of the said Christopher Watson, or his Assigns; Provided 
alwayes and upon this condition, that the said Schoole Master 
bee always chosen and appointed by the Rector of the Church, 
and to have his Dyet and Lodginge in the Hall and Parsonage, 
with the Churching Dutyes, or Tenn Pounds in hew thereof, 
if the said Schoole Master cann better provide for himself." 
Nearly two centuries later the Charity Com-

missioners reported on the Free School at Guiseley." 
2. Ambler, I.., The Old Halls and Manor Houses of Yorkshire, 1913. 
3. Charity Commissioners' Reports . , . relating to Yorkshire, etc., 1819-

1837, 1894, 

o 



42 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

The schoolhouse referred to in the will, which was still 
used as a school, was built on part of the glebe land 
and kept in repair by the Master. The land and the 
site of the buildings devised by the will for the school 
and schoolmaster formed part of an estate at Menston 
which was sold by auction in 1797 to the father of 
Robert Exley, of Menston, who possessed it at the time 
of the Commissioners' inquiry by virtue of his father's 
bequest. Notice appears to have been given at the time 
of the sale that the estate was subject to the payment 
of £7 a year to Guiseley School, and by the deed of 
conveyance of April 1, 1797 George Metcalfe and others, 
who sold the property, covenanted to keep indemnified 
the whole of the estate (except a cottage known as 
Watson's Cottage, a close called Whiteland Close and 
one other close called Stone Still Close) against all 
former gifts and grants, except the annual sum of £7 
payable to the schoolmaster of Guiseley for the time 
being for charitable purposes, out of and for the said 
cottage and closes of land and any other right or title 
such schoolmaster was entitled to in or out of the said 
property. 

When the Charity Commissioners undertook their 
survey Watson's Cottage had not been standing for 
some years, and the site of it was said to be at some 
distance from the Whiteland and Stone Still Closes. 
Robert Exley stated that the former field contained some 
three acres and Stone Still Close about one acre and 
a half. At the foot of a paper, however, delivered 
to the schoolmaster about the time of his appointment 
in 1796 by the Rev. John Willoughby, then rector, 
containing the particulars of the founder's will, was 
a minute in these words :-" School lands: Whiteland, 
Willowland, Stone-hill close (together) ten acres ". 

Previous to 1796 the annual income accruing to the 
school out of the property at Menston appears to have 
been received by Willoughby or his agents, and was 
paid, or accounted for, to the schoolmaster. It did not 
distinctly appear whether or not the yearly sum paid 



ROBERT MORE: PURITAN RECTOR OF GUISELEY 43 

was £7 per annum; but at the time of the sale in 1797 
Willoughby informed the schoolmaster appointed in 
1796 that the sum he was to receive was £7 a year. 
From then onwards he regularly received this amount 
from the owner of the Menston estate. 

The Commissioners failed to discover by what 
means or when the school property came into the 
possession of the owners of the contiguous lands, or, 
what was the quantity in value of the property devised 
by More's will. But as it is mentioned in the will to 
have been then (1642) let at the yearly rent of £5, 
the Commissioners considered it to be worth much 
more than £7 a year, and saw no reason to doubt 
that the schoolmaster was entitled to the possession of 
the property or to a just equivalent for its occupation. 

Guiseley School attracted at least one bequest and 
that was from William Vavasour, already mentioned. 
By his will dated September 3, 1642 he bequeathed to 
the feoffees entrusted with the care of the "Gramer 
Schoole" at Guiseley, for the benefit and only use of 
the school, £4 per annum out of a farm at Burley in the 
occupation of Robert Bouker. But if a certain proviso 
should be carried out then this annual sum was to 
become, instead, a single payment to the school of £10 
out of the testator's personal estate. 

A little more information about Moore's school 
is gleaned from Archbishop Herring's Visitation Return 
of 1743. In that year there were about 500 families in 
the parish of Guiseley, and of these twenty-three were 
Quakers and forty Anabaptists. There was one endowed 
Grammar School where some forty children were taught 
and instruction given in the principles of the Christian 
religion. The rector, the Rev. Henry Wickham, M.A., 
reported that the master brought his pupils to church; 
Wickham also stated that he did not know of any alms-
house, hospital or other charitable endowment in the 

4. In the Farnley Hall, Otley, manuscripts. 
5. Yorks. Arch. Society: Record Series, lxxii, 1929, pp. 2, 3. 
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parish. In 1743 the schoolmaster was named John 
Lambert. 

Robert More's ardour for children's education in 
the seventeenth century is further exemplified by a 
record in the Spencer Stanhope manuscripts at the 
Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. It appears that 
Walter Stanhope, yeoman, of Horsforth, then in the 
parish of Guiseley, and More became concerned about 
the lack of educational facilities for the children of 
Horsforth. They, therefore, considered the desirability 
of establishing a free grammar school in the township. 
The freeholders were invited to co-operate in the 
scheme and each subscribe, according to his ability, 
towards the cost of a schoolhouse, More and Stanhope 
promising larger donations. Apparently the efforts of 
the two promoters met with only little support and 
because of this the project was abandoned. 

Another Spencer Stanhope manuscript which 
concerns Robert More and Walter Stanhope is one of 
articles of agreement dated August 19, 1614, in which 
the former is described as "preacher of Godes worde 
and parson [ix., rector] of Giesley ". The agreement 
relates to tithes respecting certain lands in Horsforth 
belonging to Stanhope and formerly the property of 
Kirkstall Abbey. Stanhope undertook to pay yearly 
to More the sum of thirty-five shillings. 

In his book' Dr Marchant says, "More's teaching 
was thorough and included the Catechism"; also, 
"More's pastoral work included the encouragement of 
family worship, and he had written a prayer to be said 
on such occasions ". These statements, plus a reference 
to "Mr More's catechism ", made about 1590 to 1595, 
suggested to me the theory that this catechism might 
have been the work of the Guiseley rector. Upon 
consulting a reference book known to librarians and 

6. Page 25. 
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bibliographers7 I found the following entry: 
"Moore, - . A shorte catechisme for housholders: with 

prayers. First made by Maister Moore and augmented by M. 
Dearing. 1603." 
It will be noticed that no christian name or initial 

of the author or compiler of the book appears in the 
above entry: this could be accounted for by the 
probability that an earlier edition had not been traced 
by the compilers of the catalogue. Moreover, the term 
"Maister" (or Master) was frequently applied to 
clergymen in Tudor and Jacobean times. Robert More's 
burial entry itself, in the Guiseley Parish Register, which 
reads: 

"[1642] Mas Moree [sic] Preacher of Godes Worde buried 
the 2 of August "8 

is an example of this. It would be a most interesting 
discovery if the authorship of "Maister Moore's 
catechism" could be firmly placed on the Puritan 
rector. 

A lengthy, interesting and important document 
now calls for discussion: it is the will of Moore, dated 
July 22, 1642, only a few days before his death. In 
it he describes himself as "Preacher of Gods word 
and Rector of the Church and Parrish of Guisley ", 
and tells how he became rector, which was by the aid 
of Puritan aristocracy, as we saw at the beginning of 
this article. Also, how he publicly taught and preached 
the true doctrine of the Church of England "both in 
the south and north parts ". The latter statement would 
suggest that, before he came to Guiseley, More was a 
peripatetic preacher and his collection of maps may 
be related to his journeyings through the country. 
Unfortunately, the maps are not described; neverthe-
less, they could have been the work of the early and 
famous West Riding cartographer, Christopher 
Saxton, who preceded More at Cambridge and whose 

7. Pollard, A. W. and G. R. Redgrave, Short-Title Catalogue of Books 
Printed in England, Scozland and Ireland, 1475-1640, 1926, 410. 

8. Preston, W. E. and J. H. Rowe, A Transcript of the Early Registers 
of the Parish of Guiseley . . . 1584-1720, 1913, 49. 

LI 
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atlases of the English counties were published between 
1576 and 1579. 

Much of the first part of the will records More's 
views on Church matters, which are not within the 
scope of this paper: rather is it the second portion 
which will interest readers of this journa]. After 
providing for the foundation of the school—the extract 
from his will respecting this has already been given— 
he refers to freehold lands in Menston which he bought 
of Jeffray Pickard and his son, William. These More 
gave to his "naturall sonne and heire Timothye More ", 
together with a little desk in the great parlour of 
Guiseley Rectory containing the deeds of the Menston 
property. The house at Menston was a capital messuage 
and was then in the occupation of Timothy, who was 
to possess it for life. Afterwards it was to pass to his 
children, but if there was none then the said lands were 
to come to the testator's grandson, Jeremy Levett and 
his heirs for ever, according to a deed of feoffment 
made between More and his "worthy ifreinds and 
kinsfowkes, Mr Doctor Micklethwaite and Mr Parsevali 
Levett, Cittizens of Yorke ". In addition Jeremy was to 
receive all his grandfather's best books and best apparel. 

Reference is made to three little tenements, in the 
testator's own right and disposing, lying in Menston or 
Burley Woodhead. The first was formerly in the tenure 
of Robert Nixon but when the will was made one Walter 
Ffournesse was in occupation and paid a yearly rent 
of seven nobles, or £2 6s. 8d. The second was occupied 
by Richard Sunderland at a yearly rent of one mark, or 
13s. 4d.; and the third was let to Richard Eldsworth, 
of Burley Woodhead, at 40s. a year. These were 
bequeathed to Mary Levett, More's grand-daughter, as 
a reward for her care of him and her diligence as his 
housekeeper, and because her portion was the smallest 
of all his "three grand-children ". As for his other 
lands and tenements in Burley, Burley Woodhead or 
elsewhere, which his son Timothy had bought by him-
self or with his father's help, he leased them all to 





ROBERT MORE: PURITAN RECTOR OF GUISELEY 47 

Timothy's own disposing. While on the subject of 
More's lands and tenements it may be mentioned that 
there is a brief reference in the will to his copyhold 
lands in the "iforrest of Knasebrough ", which he had 
already disposed of and surrendered. 

Having dealt with his real estate the testator goes 
on to bequeath his goods stating, first of all, that if 
his son and heir, Timothy, does not make any claim 
against, or cause trouble to, the executors of his will 
he gives him 

"one greate Silver bowle . . two greate Silver Spoones 
and two Lesse Silver Spoones . . one little Silver peice for 
wine . . . one gold Ringe," 

and all tables, bedsteads and other household 
furnishings in the house at Menston which Timothy 
occupied. To his grand-daughter, Mary Levett, he also 
gave £300 to improve her portion. 

An interesting part of the will is now reached, 
namely, a provision whereby More was to be succeeded 
s rector of Guiseley by his "Worthy, Learned & 

Worshipfull Sonne in Lawe, Mr Robert Hitch ". To 
Hitch More gave the title and right which he had in 
the granting of the "Rectory or Parsonage of the 
Church & Parrish of Giesley" on the understanding 
that if his son-in-law did not succeed him as rector 
then his "most hopeful! Grandsonne, Mr Jeremy 
Levett" should, and none other, according to Jeremy's 
faithful promise made to his grandfather. More's will 
continues, 

"in assured hope whereof I doe also give unto him 
[Jeremy] my best bedstead in the greate Parlour9 with the 
great Wainscott Presse and Portall, all the Glasse with the Barres 
and Casements with all the lowse window Seles and the Wainscott 
pertitions in the Hall, Parlours, Kitchin, Jung [?] rooms, 
Gallerye, Chambers, with all the Mapps and Pictures, with all 
Seats and Shelves therein; and all the loose boards in the high 
Lofts and over the Oxen and Calves, with all other Swales and 
Timber in the Laith, fould or wood and all the Timber for the 
Dove Coate, with all stees and heckes and Planshards in the 

9. A glossary of certain archaic terms contained in More's will is 
given at the end of the article. 
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Stable, beast howses or foulds, with all the Doores, Lockes and 
Keyes in the Hall, out Kitching, Stables, Garners, Layths as they 
are now with the Stone Steepefatt and all other Stone troughes; 
the out portall Gate and all the yates about the fould with all 
other pertitions, ifences and Dowres about the inner Courte, 
Garden and Orchard, the value of all which [leave to his owne 
Estimation, and doe think them all to litle in regard of his 
true harted Love to his brother Levett and his Sister Mary, 
my howsekeeper." 

To another grandson, "Mr Hitch ", he gave a little 
iron-bound chist, or coffer, containing several partitions 
for "coynes ", and two gaveling staves in the hail. 

Then follow monetary legacies beginning with 40s. 
to his "Cozen" Ogden, at York; 20s. to his honest, 
religious cousin Snawdon for his children; to his "true 
convert" Mr Goulsbrough 20s., Robert Oldfeild 20s., 
Grace Denison 15s., Ellin Bransby 6s. 8d., Isaacke 
Illingworth fis. 8d., Tho. Sergant 5s., Ro. Dinison of 
Yeddon" 5s., John Rimer 6s. Sd., and to little Isaack 

I1lingworth 12d. To his Curate he gave lOs., his 
"Clarke" 5s., and to Hollins 12d. for testator's burial 
duties. Finally, to eight "power" children bound out 
as apprentices by More 12d. each. 

Robert More describes Charles Fairfax as his 
"Worshipfull and Religious Neighbour" to whom he 
leaves his steile speire in the portall and two gaveling 
staves in the kitchen; and Mrs Fairfax was to receive 
"my gilded bellows ". Another grand-daughter is 
named, Mrs Sara Hitch, who was given "my Pepper 
Millne and my greate Abbay grater ". 

The only reference to arms or armour in the will 
is the "steile speire ", yet only thirteen years earlier 
More probably possessed a corslett, which was a kind 
of cuirass, or a combination of a breast-plate and a 
back-plate, and formed the body-covering of a pikeman 
in the seventeenth century. It was made principally of 
leather and was said to be pistol-shot proof. A manu-
script dated July 25, 1629, which I saw in the Bretton 
Hall muniments in 1930, mentions Robert More. It is 
a schedule or return containing the names of clergymen 
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assessed and charged to find horses, arms and armour 
to be in readiness for the King's service and was called 
for by Samuel Harsnett, then Archbishop of York. In 
it, under the "Deanery of the Aynsty ", More made 
himself responsible for the provision of a corslett. 

It is not surprising that some of More's money was 
directed in his will to charity. To show his concern for 
the poor, in addition to daily relief in accordance with 
monthly "Cesments ", the usual collections "at all our 
Communions ", and his yearly giving of £8 or £10 out 
of his private box" for the sole use of the poor, he left 
four "nobles to every town ", presumably those within 
his parish, namely, Guiseley, Yeadon, Rawdon and 
Horsforth, a noble to be given to every poor house, and 
4d. or Gd. to be distributed by the officers in each town, 
with the consent of Thomas Biley, Abraham Baytson, 
Mathew Smith and Will. Morrell [?Morvell] as there 
was to be no begging at his funeral. 

More also desired that at his funeral the "greate 
bell" only was to be tolled in going to and from the 
Church. 

"And every honest able housholder of this Towne havinge 
6d. sent an houre before or two, to accompany my Corpes. And 
to have two or three Pottells of Clarrett wine and a Manshett 
loaf e being cutt in fower in the Hall when it goeth forth. And 
onely the buriall prayers in the Church and see home." 
Robert More's debts, legacies and funeral expenses 

having been discharged he gave the rest of his goods 
to his three children [sic], Mr Robert Hitch, Mr Jeremy 
Levett and Mary Levett, in equal portions. These, his 
grandchildren, he made joint executors of his will, 
which was sealed in the presence of Raiph Oates, his 
curate, and Abraham Baitsonne. The will was proved 
at York by Jeremy Levett on October 7, 1644. 

Clearly this is the will of a man well endowed with 
this world's goods and if £8 to £10 represents one-
fortieth of the income of the benefice then the living of 
Guiseley must have been worth around £350 to £400 

10. More "was compelled by law to give [charity] to the extent of one-
fortieth of the income of his benefice ". Marchant, op. cit., 26. 
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a year, a rich one in Stuart times. Unfortunately, we 
are ignorant of the kind of home the testator came 
from, whether well-to-do or not. Maybe the latter, since 
he was a Sizar at Cambridge. Neither do we know which 
school he attended before going up to the university. So, 
we know little about this stout-hearted Puritan until 
he arrived at Skipton Castle in, probably, 1579, the 
year he was ordained deacon; but he must have been 
a licensed preacher before he came to Guiseley, for he 
states that he had taught and preached in the South 
and the North. 

We are ignorant, too, about his wife's name and 
origin; we are, however, better informed about his 
children. The earliest reference to these is the baptismal 
entry, on October 15, 1588, of his daughter Mercy who, 
in 1609, married Christofer Levett, of York. It was their 
son, Jeremy, of whom More thought so much; indeed, 
he was at Guiseley in 1638, perhaps assisting his grand-
father. He did not succeed More, however, for when he 
died in his middle thirties he was Minister of Leighton 
in Essex. A plausible explanation of his removal from 
Guiseley parish is that he was disappointed when his 
uncle, Robert Hitch, who was appointed Rector of 
Adel in 1627 and reinstated, after the Commonwealth 
period, there in 1662, became Rector of Guiseley. Hitch, 
also in 1662, became Archdeacon of Richmond, and 
Dean of York in 1664. More was no pluralist but his 
son-in-law and successor at Guiseley was; and so, in 
turn, was Hitch's own son-in-law, William Brearey: 
they both held the rectories of Adel and Guiseley 
simultaneously. Brearey, who was a Doctor of Laws, in 
1677 succeeded his father-in-law as Rector of Guiseley 
and of Adel: he had already been appointed Arch-
deacon of the East Riding in 1675. 

Mercy Levett, when she died in 1616, left one other 
son, Allen, and two daughters, Mary, who kept house 
for her grandfather, and Sarah, who married her cousin, 
Robert Hitch, junior, at Guiseley on December 8, 1636. 

From the pedigree which accompanies this article 
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it will be seen that Robert More had another son-in-law 
who was a clergyman. His daughter Grace was married 
at Guiseley on December 29, 1613 to "Mr John 
Robinson preacher of the worde of god ". The daughter 
who married Robert Hitch was probably named Sarah, 
though neither her baptismal nor her marriage entry 
is in the Guiseley Parish Registers. My authority for 
naming this daughter Sarah is a volume of wills proved 
at York in which is mentioned the will of Sarah Hitch, 
of Wiginthorpe in the parish of Terrington, widow and 
relict of Robert Hitch, D.D., late Dean of York. Dated 
August 31, 1681 it was proved on June 12, 1682. 

Robert More, who was one of the first Puritans 
to attract the attention of the High Commission, during 
his long ministry at Guiseley probably exercised much 
influence among the Puritans of the district. Loyal to 
the Church, he stood for the moderate Puritan element 
and was represented as an upright man, though "wilful 
and stubborn" at times, particularly when his 
conscience compelled him to oppose the arbitrary 
ecclesiastical laws of his time. 

In concluding this paper on a comparatively 
unknown but fearless West Riding cleric, I must 
express my indebtedness to Mr Arthur C. Walsh, a 
former churchwarden of Guiseley, for renewing my 
interest in Robert More. For many years I had known 
a little about him but it was Mr Walsh's enthusiasm 
with regard to this old-time parson that caused me to 
look further into his life and family. I desire also to 
thank the staff of the Bradford City Reference Library 
for help willingly given during the preparation of this 
article. 
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GLOSSARY 

Cesments: assessments; cess = an allowance made to the poor; 
parish relief 

Coynes: coins 

Dowres: doors 

Fould: enclosure (for sheep) 

Garners: granaries, or corn lofts 

Greate Parlour: ground floor room, used either as a sitting room or 
a bedroom 

Hecks: racks 

Laith: barn 

Manshett Loaf: a small loaf of fine white bread 

Marke: an old silver coin, value 13s. 4d. 

Noble: a gold coin, value 6s. 8d. 

Planshards: boards of a floor 

Portal(l): door(way), gate(way) 

Pottell: originally a liquid measure, (of) two quarts; hence, any large 
tankard 

Power: poor 

Seles: sills 

Stees: ladders 

Stone Steepefatt: a tub, or vat, in which anything is put to steep 

Swales: the outside bars in the frame of the bottom of a cart 

Wainscott Presse: a clothes press, or large shelved cupboard, built 
into the wall of a room 

Yates: gates 



THE AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION 

PART 1: THE BEGINNING OF THE NAVIGATION 

BY R. W. UNWIN, B.A. 

URING the seventeenth century Knottingley, 
Selby and York were the principal inland ports for 
the growing west Yorkshire townships. High land 

carriage rates to and from those shipping centres 
prompted several schemes to extend river navigation, 
but early attempts to improve the communications of 
Leeds and Wakefield proved abortive. Only in 1699 was 
the necessary statutory authority obtained, the outcome 
of an intense Parliamentary struggle. 

In the reign of James I, the clothing townships of 
the West Riding had first proposed to make the rivers 
Aire and Calder navigable from Leeds and Wakefield 
to the tideway. A Bill was brought before Parliament 
in 1621 to improve certain rivers for the economic 
advancement of Bury St Edmunds, Sudbury, 
Chelmsford, Leeds, Wakefield, Dewsbury and Hadley, 
but it was rejected in the House of Lords.' Five years 
later a new Bill was introduced for making the two 
rivers passable for "boats, barges and other vessels ". 
Determined opposition from York and other northern 
towns, where it was feared that the Aire and Calder 
project would prejudice their trade, was sufficient to 
prevent the Bill succeeding.' Although further 
proposals were made to survey the navigation the 
project appears to have been abandoned.' 

After the Restoration, attention was centred on the 
improvement of water communication to Leeds. In 
1679 the Corporation considered "the great Proffit and 
Advantage which may accrue to ye Towne and 
Burrough of Leedes . . . by makeing ye River of Aire 
Navigable or Usefull to carry and recarry goods and 

1. Hist. MSS. Comm., IV, 121. 
2. H. of C. journals, 1, (1626), 842. 
3. J. Walker, Wakefield; its History and People (Wakefield, 1934), p. 388, 
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marchandjz by Boates to and from Knottingley and 
soe on to Hull . . .".' The steps necessary to execute 
the undertaking were discussed, and William Pickering, 
the mayor, proposed that an undertaker should be 
selected. Although members of the Corporation were 
approached, only Pickering was prepared to carry the 
matter further and he was confirmed as sole under-
taker.-' 

Pickering continued to work for the improvement 
of the Aire between Leeds and Knottingley, and in 1685 
Reasons were drawn up and printed for a larger 
scheme which included the Calder between Wakefield 
and Castleford.6 It was predicted that by means of 
water communication to Leeds and Wakefield a 
thousand pounds would be saved every year on the 
land carriage rates to and from Selby and Knottingley, 
which at times were fifty shillings per ton, or as high 
as three pounds. The navigation would encourage and 
increase the manufacture of woollen cloth and other 
trades, employ many men and increase the numbers 
of boatmen and seamen.7 Despite these arguments, 
Pickering's scheme remained only on paper. 

After the lukewarm support of the seventies and 
eighties, the vigorous prosecution of a new project in 
Parliament in 1698 and 1699 requires some explanation. 
Partly it may be attributed to a revival of interest in 
inland navigation generally during the closing years of 
the seventeenth century, which produced a spate of 
Parliamentary activity. Considerable attention was 
focussed on the rivers which drained into the Humber. 

I 

4. "The Court Books of Leeds Corporation, 1662-1705 ", Thoresby 
Society, XXXIV, 66-7. 

5. Ibid., p. 67. William Pickering, Merchant Adventurer was the 
"ingenious Author of the Marrow of the Mathematicks." R. 
Thoresby, Ducatus Leodiensis, p. 248. Thoresby added that the 
proposed navigation, "being too great an Undertaking for a private 
Gentleman, it rested till the Mayoralty of William Milner." Ibid. 

6. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221, Reasons Offered 
for making River Are Navigable from Knottingley to Leedes; and 
River Caulder from Castle forth to Wakefield, 

7. Ibid. 
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By 1702 Acts had been passed to improve the Trent,' 
the Aire and Calder,9 and the Yorkshire Derwent,'° 
while Bills had been introduced without success for 
the Don and the Derbyshire Derwent. At the same time 
a variety of water schemes were carried out. Progressive 
landowners improved the drainage of their estates, 
installed waterworks or cut canals; in many towns 
water supply for domestic use was provided. Engineers 
and hydrographers engaged in a variety of under-
takings and moved easily between them. George 
Sorocold of Derby, who installed waterworks in many 
provincial towns—including Derby, Doncaster and 
Leeds—surveyed the Derbyshire Derwent and played 
an active role in promoting that navigation ;" John 
Hadley who assisted Sorocold in several projects 
surveyed the Aire in 1697. The presence of Sorocold in 
Leeds in 1695 may have prompted mercantile interests 
there to consider once more schemes for water 
communication. In 1697 Thoresby recorded that 
"proposals were now first made for making the rivers 
Aire and Calder navigable."" 

The navigation project was designed chiefly, but 
not solely "for advancing ye Trade of ye Northern 
woollen manufacture "'s In 1698 it was calculated that 
some 2,000 tons of goods were sent to Hull annually 
from the west Yorkshire townships and about the same 
quantity brought up.'4 Woollen cloth was undoubtedly 
the most valuable commodity. In 1684 shipments from 
Hull had included 3,269 single dozens, 4,893 kerseys, 

8. 10 Will. III, c.26. 
9. 10 Will. III, c.25. 

10. 1 Anne, c.14. 
11. F. Williamson, "George Sorocold of Derby, a Pioneer of Water 

Supply," journal of the Derbyshire Archæological and Natural 
History Society, LVII (1936), 43-93. Ralph Thoresby took a lively 
interest in Sorocold's work at Leeds. F. Williamson and W. B. Grump, 
"Sorocold's Waterworks at Leeds, 1695," Publications of the 
Thoresby Society, XXXVII (1945), 166-82. 

12. Diary of Ralph Thoresby, F.R.S. (1830), ed. J. Hunter, I, 320. 
13. Cunliffe-Lister MSS., 69, sec. 1. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford, 
14. Temple Newsam MSS., TN/LAS/i. Leeds Central Library. 
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and 1,204 single bays,'5 the major portion from Leeds, 
Wakefield, and the surrounding districts. During the 
later seventeenth century Hull imported increasing 
quantities of wool from King's Lynn, Colchester, Great 
Yarmouth, Woodbridge and London,'6 but the York-
shire clothiers probably received most of their supply 
by land carriage from Lincolnshire and Leicestershire." 

The extension of river navigation above Knotting-
ley would have stimulated the manufacture of woollen 
cloth at almost any time during the seventeenth century 
after 1695 conditions were particularly favourable for 
the sale of west Yorkshire coal. From at least the six-
teenth century many landowners with estates in the 
Aire and Calder valleys had drawn some income from 
coal, but its quality and the high cost of land carriage 
had restricted its sale. Coal from Newcastle and 
Sunderland, and from south Nottinghamshire, assisted 
by cheap water carriage, found a ready market within 
the Humber and Trent Basins," but west Yorkshire 
coal did not remain undeveloped. Local demand in the 
populous West Riding was not unimportant, and 
competition from outside was more easily offset where 
carriage constituted a smaller proportion of total costs. 
When the mills at Allerton Bywater and Castleford were 
leased from Dame Jane Bland in 1675, the tenants 
agreed "not at any time to give leave to any person 
whatsoever . . . to land or fix any boat . . . or lay any 
coals . . . on any part of the ground belonging to the 
said mills . . . such tending to her ladyship's loss and 
damage she being the owner of great colleries [sic] neai 
that place when strangers have or shall have liberty to 

15. T. S. Wilan, The English Coasting Trade, 1600-1750 (Manchester, 
1938), p. 120. 

16. Ibid., p. 121. 
17. On October 27, 1720, it was stated before the Commissioners for 

Trade and Plantations that, "the clothiers in Yorkshire would rather 
give double the price for land carriage, than have their wool brought 
by sea, where it receives so much drainage . . ." 7ourna1 of 
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations 1720, p. 220. 

18. J. Nef, The Rise of the British Coal Industry (1932), I, 102. 
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land boats and lay coals . . . without consent . . . will 
hinder the sale of coal In 1697, Celia Fiennes 
observed at Castleford—the confluence of the Aire and 
Calder—that, "all the Country is full of Coale and the 
pitts are so thick in the roade that it is hazardous to 
travel] for strangers "P20 The tax on sea-borne coal of five 
shillings per chalder, imposed in 169521 to help finance 
the war with France, created conditions favourable 
to the growth of mining inland. Any improvement of 
inland navigation and the reduction of carriage rates 
was likely to increase that bias. 

The principal promoters of the new Aire and 
Calder project derived part of their income from 
dealings in those commodities likely to benefit from the 
improvement of the rivers. Leeds woollen cloth 
merchants and drapers—who also served as aldermen 
and mayors of the Corporation—were prominent in the 
Aire scheme. 22 William Milner, who subsequently 
subscribed £1,10023 was mayor in 169724 and married 
the daughter of another cloth merchant Joshua 
Ibbetson, 25 mayor in 1685, who contributed £300 to 
the navigation." William Rooke (R800) ," mayor in 
1683 ;11 his son William (C200) 29 mayor in 1713° and 
knighted in 1723; and Thomas Lazenby (R100) ,11 
mayor in 170032 were all leading cloth merchants. Caleb 
Askwith (4OO),33 mayor in 1698, 11 and John Dodgson 

19. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB29/14/1. 
20. The lournevs of Celia Fiennes (1947) ed. C. Morris, p. 94. 
21. 6/7 Will. III, c.18. 
22. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
23. Ibid. 
24. R. Thoresby, Ducatus Leodiensis, p. 265. 
25. Ibid., p. 216. 
26. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
27. Ibid. 
28. R. Thoresby, op. cit., p. 265. 
29. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
30. R. Thoresby, op. Cit., p. 266. 
31. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
32. R. Thoresby, op. cit. 
33. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221, 
34. R. Thoresby, O. Cit., p. 265, 
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11 

(£100) mayor in 169636 were linen drapers. Thomas 
Kitchingman (C500), 37 mayor in 1688 and 1705, 
carried on an extensive business in cloth, coal, iron and 
timber. 38 His son Thomas subscribed £100 to the 
undertaking ;39 Sarah, one of his five daughters 
married Joshua Ibbetson (C200) ,40 a Leeds merchant 
and only son of the mayor of 1685. A Leeds wine 
merchant, John Gibson" subscribed £20042 and other 
Leeds subscribers were Robert Potter (C100), Thomas 
Sawer (C100), and James Dawson (.6100).43 Henry 
Iveson, of Blackbank near Leeds—who was named an 
undertaker in the Aire and Calder Act of 169944—does 
not appear among the earliest list of subscribers. 
Iveson, an important coal merchant, was mayor of 
Leeds in 1695 and 1709, a justice of the Peace for the 
West Riding and High Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1708. 
John Holroyd of Halifax and William Sutcliff of 
Heptonstall were prosperous clothiers and each 
subscribed £100 to the Aire project,46 and, altogether, 
above eighty per cent. of the original capital for that 
navigation was contributed by merchants. Sir John 
Bland of Kippax Park (ß500), William Wombwell of 
Wombwell (E300), and Christopher Lowther of Great 
Preston (C200) were the only landowners to invest in 
the Aire scheme.47 

Merchants also figure amongst the Wakefield 
promoters, though to a lesser extent than at Leeds. 
John Smyth (500) was born in Bradford and acquired 

35. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
36. R. Thoresby, op. cit. 
37. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
38. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB129/2. 
39. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
40. Ibid. 
41. R. Thoresby, op. cit., p. 30. 
42. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
43. Ibid. 
44. 10 Will. III, c.25, sec. 1. 
45. T. S. Willan, River Navigation in England, 1600-1750 (1936), p. 53. 
46. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221, 
47. Ibid. 
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a fortune in one branch of commerce at Wakefield.48 
Joseph Watkinson (50O) was a mercer who bought 
Flanshaw Hall,49 and Abraham Beevers (E150) was 
engaged in the dyeing trade and later purchased an 
estate at New Millerdam.5° Local lawyers made 
significant contributions. Richard Witton (500) was 
a barrister of Lupset5' and agent to Lord Fairfax." His 
sister, Margaret, married Theophilus Shelton who was 
elected first registrar of the Wakefield Registry of 
Deeds in 1704, and who subscribed £100 towards the 
navigation." Robert Benson of Wrenthorpe (E500) was 
referred to by one of his contemporaries as "an 
attorney and no great character for an honest man "Y 
His son was Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1711 and 
created Baron Bingley in 1713. Support from the 
landed interest was not unimportant, Robert Monckton 
of Cavil and Hodroyd (E50O), Robert Kaye of 
Adwalton (E450), and Godfrey Bosvile of Gunthwaite 
(ß100) contributing." Other subscribers were John 
Goodricke (100), Thomas Roebuck (€100), Francis 
Mawde (10O), William Copendale (E100), Francis 
Wheatley (E100), Thomas Dickins (E200) and 
Jeremiah Spink of Hunslet (E 100) .57 

Several problems arise from an examination of the 
original promoters of the Aire and Calder project. 
Paucity of records for the early meetings makes it 
difficult to determine when each of the subsequent 
shareholders first gave their support to the navigation. 
Thus Sir John Bland actually opposed the project at 
first, but is included in the earliest list of Leeds 

48. J. Hunter, Antiquarian Notices of Lupset, the Heath, Sharlston and 
Ackton (1851), P. 61. 

49. J. Walker, op. cit., p. 532. 
50. Hist. MSS. Comm., Portland IV, 142. 
51. J. Hunter, op. cit. 
52. J. Walker, op. cit., p. 240. 
53. Leeds Central Library Archives, DB204/3 p. 221. 
54. Dictionary of National Biography. 
55. J. Walker, op. cit., p. 237. 
56. British Transport Commission Historical Records, York. ACN 4/30. 
57. Ibid., ACN 3/43. 
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promoters extant. Conversely, several merchants and 
landowners named as undertakers of the navigation by 
the Act of 1699 do not appear to have subscribed .58 

From the beginning a distinction appears between 
the Leeds and Wakefield promoters, the subscriptions 
referred to above being made as a result of separate 
surveys and estimates for the two rivers. Samuel 
Shelton received £5 lOs. for surveying and making a 
map of the Calder" for the Wakefield promoters. 
Thoresby has left a vivid account of the Aire survey, 
undertaken in the late autumn of 1697. 

"Dec 3 Accompanied the Mayor and Mr. Hadley to view 
the river, in order to have it made navigable; Mr. Kirk and I 
followed the windings of the water, and measured it with his 
surveying-wheel; viewed the several mills and shallows, and 
with much ado finished as far as Ferry-bridge against night, 
ten miles by land, twenty by water. 

"Dec 4 Got brother Rayner's assistance down river to 
Weeland, observed sands, &c, and upon whole the ingenious 
Mr. Hadley questions not its being done, and with less charge 
than expected, affirming it the noblest river he ever saw not 
already navigable."60 

Hadley estimated that it would cost £5,200 to make the 
river Aire navigable for vessels of fifteen tons or 
less." Locks would be built at Nether Mill Darn, 
Hunslet Mill Dam, New Mill Dam, Thwait Mill, 
Fleet Mill Dam, Castleford Mill Dam, and Knottingley 
Dam, while the channel of the river would be deepened 
in several places below Thwait Mill, and between 
Knottingley and East Haddlesey. 62 At a meeting of 
the promoters on December 6, 1697 it was resolved 
that Hadley should carry out the work 6' and 
preparations were made to promote a Bill in Parliament 
to secure authority for the undertaking. 

58. "Sir Lyon Pilkington absolutely refused to contribute or pay anything 
towards making rivers navigable." B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. 
ACN 3/43. 

59. Ibid., ACN 4/35. 
60. Diary of Ralph Thoresby, op. Cit., II, 441-2. 
61. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 3/18. 
62. Ibid. 
63. B. M. Stowe MSS., 747, fol. 81. 
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Several landowners in the W est Riding were 
Fellows of the Royal Society, and took particular 
interest in engineering projects and hydrography. 
Support from these interests for the Aire and Calder 
schemes was not unimportant, and it will be appropriate 
to consider a few of their activities. In the summer of 
1694, Sir Godfrey Copley made a survey of parts of 
the Don valley." He was assisted by Thomas Kirk of 
Cookridge who had designed a new surveying wheel, 
which was tried out before being sent to Sir Robert 
Southwell. 65 In the following years, Copley was engaged 
in installing waterworks at his Sprotborough estate. 
When Sorocold was at Leeds in 1695, Cyril Arthington, 
a progressive landowner and future Fellow of the Royal 
Society, was requested to invite the engineer to 
Sprotborough.66 In June, 1696 Copley wrote to Kirk 
"I . . . am to meet to morrow Mr. Soracole and Mr. 
Hadley, I have seen his Engine consisting of 3 Mill 
Wheels . . . ye best piece of Work I have seen "•67 
Thoresby, whose acquaintance with Kirk dates from the 
time of the Aire survey, described a visit to 
Sprotborough in 1703 "viewing the most pleasant 
gardens and curious fountains, statues &c; then 
assisting Mr. Kirk and Mr. Arthington in taking a level 
for the new canal that is now making from the water-
engine (which is very curious, and conveys water to a 
large lead cistern upon the roof of the hail, a vast 
height from the foot of the hill) to the corn-mill whence 
he can go by water to Coningsburgh Castle on the one 
hand, or Doncaster on the other "68 

In the latter months of 1697 Copley was engaged 
in preparations for improving the navigation of the 
river Don 6' and on December 30 the House of 

64. B. M. Sloane MSS., 4036, fol. 188. 
65. Ibid., fol. 177. Southwell was President of the Royal Society, 1690-

1695. 
66. Stowe MSS., 747, fol. 53. Sorocold was installing waterworks in 

Leeds. 
67. Ibid., fol. 66. 
68. Diary of Ralph Thoresby, op. cit., I, 413. 
69. Stowe MSS., 747, fol. 84. 
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Commons gave leave for a Bill to be brought in for 
the south Yorkshire project.7° The Leeds promoters 
approached Copley to assist them in securing an Act 
for the Aire and Calder, and on January 1, 1698 he 
wrote to Kirk that he would engage all the M.P.'s who 
supported the Don Bill to promote both projects.7' He 
desired Kirk to show the Leeds promoters "the list of 
Members of Parlmt & they would consider what friends 
they can make be they of what county they will, & 
that they would not faile to write to any of their 
Correspondents in town that are well acquainted with 
members to Sollicit for them "72 

Other M.P.'s were approached. On December 11, 
William Milner, mayor of Leeds, wrote to Lord Irwin 
at Temple Newsam informing him of the projected Bill 
and requesting his assistance "and that you will please 
to influence your friends to do the like ".7' . He added "I 
wish I might be so happy as to be honour'd wth youi 
Lordship's company to drink a Glass wth mee here at 
Leeds before your setting forward againe for London. )174 
The two members for Yorkshire were willing to support 
the Bill; Sir John Kaye received much electoral support 
from the Corporation of Leeds,75 while his brother 
Robert Kaye of Adwalton was among the leading 
subscribers to the Wakefield scheme. 76 Sir Abstrupus 
Danby was also active on behalf of the Leeds 
promoters. On January 19, 1698 the Corporation 
addressed a letter of thanks and requested his "Interest 
amongst the Members ", particularly with the Duke of 

70. H. of C. Journals, Xli, 18. Sir Godfrey Copley was M.P. for Thirsk, 
1695-1705. 

71. B. M. Stowe MSS., 747, fol. 84. 
72. Ibid. 
73. Temple Newsam MSS., TN/LA5/1. Lord Irwin, a Scottish peer, 

was M.P. for Scarborough 1693-1700. 
74. Ibid. 
75. A. Gooder, "The Parliamentary Representation of the County of 

York " , Yorkshire Archaeological Society, XCVI (1937), 95. 

76. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/30. 
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Leeds.77 Should the Bill pass, the Corporation offered 
to reserve to Danby "whatever Sume you are pleased 
to subscribe towards the Undertaking " ."  

On January 12, 1698 a petition was presented to 
the House of Commons from the Corporation and 
merchants of Leeds, and leave given to bring in a Bill 
for the Aire and Calder navigation.79 The Bill was 
presented by Lord Fairfax on February 1 when it was 
read for the first time." On the same day a petition was 
read from London merchants trading to Leeds and 
Wakefield in favour of the Bill, and another from the 
Corporation of York against." Abraham De la Pryme 
later recorded of the Parliamentary struggle, "Several 
projectors have been exceeding busy this last Sessions 

to have had the rivers Ayre and Chalder navigable, 
and there has been the greatest lugging & pulling on 
both sides, the one to effect, the other to hinder the 
same, that ever was known & thousands of pet[it]ions 
have been sent up pro and con about the same. . . There 
is huge papers in print of reasons for and against it."" 

Between January 12 and March 7, 1698, forty-six 
petitions were presented to the House of Commons, 
twenty-five in favour of the Aire and Calder Bill." 
Support came largely from the clothing districts of 
the West Riding and the neighbouring counties of 
Westmorland and Lancashire. Almondbury, Bradford, 
Dewsbury, Huddersfield, Halifax, Ossett, Keighley, 
Otley, Barnsley, Kendal, Rochdale and Come petitioned 
in favour of the Bill and stressed the disadvantages of 
expensive land carriage and the benefits likely to accrue 
to the woollen cloth manufacture by the extension of 

77. Cunliffe-Lister MSS., 69, sec. 1. Sir Abstrupus Danby was M.P. for 
Aldborough. His uncle, Thomas Danby, had been mayor of Leeds 
in 1661. R. Thoresby, op. cit., p. 263. 

78. Ibid. 
79. H. of C. 7ourna1s, XII, 42. 
80. Ibid., 76. 
81. Ibid. 
82. Abraham De la Pryme's Diary, Surtees Society, LIV, 184 
83. H. of C. Journals, XII, 42; 76; 79; 80; 87; 96; 98; 100; 101; 104; 117; 

120; 122; 125; 126; 128; 133; 134; 135; 145; 146. 
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river navigation. The Corporations of Lincoln and 
King's Lynn also favoured the project. The Justices 
of the Peace and the Grand Jury of the West Riding, 
meeting in Quarter Sessions, sent three petitions in 
support of the Bill, and many of the landowners with 
estates adjoining the rivers declared they were 
"unwilling to oppose the Bill because it will be for a 
publick Good." 84 It is doubtful if all these petitions 
originated as the spontaneous expression of local 
opinion. Thus Joseph Watkinson paid a Mr Simpson 
of Kendal £1 6s. 4d. "for a petition and for 
expenses ;"" Thomas Potter received Li is. 8d. "for 
writing petitions " ;11 and Thomas Wilson £1 is. Gd. 
"for stamped Papers and writing petitions "." 

Petitions against the Aire and Calder Bill came 
principally from interests dependent upon the 
Yorkshire Ouse for their livelihood, and from the inland 
transhipment ports. The petition from Tadcaster 
stated that the town, and other places upon the Wharfe, 
had an extensive trade to York, Hull and other towns, 
and that much traffic passed between Tadcaster and 
Leeds, from whence cloth and other commodities were 
brought at 12d. a horse pack or 4s. a truss, and paid no 
more than 4s. per ton by water to Hull-" The 
Corporation of York, which claimed jurisdiction over 
the Aire from the Ouse to Knottingley Mill Dam under 
a Patent of Edward TV, 89 urged that the proposed 
improvement of the Aire and Calder to Weeland would 
lessen the tide in the Ouse.9° Aldborough,9' Borough-
bridge, 92 Selby, 93 Northallerton, 94 and merchants and 
seamen using the Ouse argued similarly.95 As early 
as December 1697, the Corporation of York had 

84. Ibid., 104. 
85. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/35, fol. 2. 
86. Ibid. 87. Ibid. 
88. H. of C. 7ourna1s, XII, 104. 
89. C. Forrest, The History and Antiquities of Knottingley (1871), p. 48. 
90. H. of C. Journals, XII, 76. 
91. Ibid., 98. 92. Ibid. 93. Ibid., 125 
94. Ibid., 101. 95. Ibid., 98. 
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appointed a Committee "to consider what to write to 
the Parliamt men concerning the cutting the River 
Ouse " ."  On February 11, 1698 it was agreed "that 
what moneys is disburst upon Account of petitioning 
that the Rivers Aire and Calder be not made navigable 
may be reimbursed att the City's Charge ".' Sir John 
Bland and other mill owners along the rivers petitioned 
that a clause should be inserted in the Aire and Calder 
Bill to allow them full compensation for damage to 
their property. 98 

The Bill was read for the second time on February 
7, and committed to 56 M.P.'s to whom all further 
petitions were to be ref erred.99 The committee was 
empowered to receive clauses that the Newcastle and 
Sunderland coal trade should not be prejudiced. 10° 
During the two months that the committee sat upon 
the Bill, counsel was heard on behalf of the interested 
parties.'°' Although Lord Fairfax and Sir John Kaye 
had been responsible for the Bill in its early stages, the 
chairman of the comniitee was Thomas Gery, M.P. for 
Coventry.' 02 The payments made to secure petitions 
represented only part of the total expense incurred to 
promote or oppose the Bill. Reasons were drawn up 
for and against the Aire and Calder project and 
circulated to M.P.'s. Counsel received us, for drawing 
up Reasons for passing the Bill which were transcribed 
at is. per copy.'°3 On April 7 Sir Abstrupus Danby 
recorded that he had paid 12s. "For 12 copies of ye 
Reasons for makeing navigable Air & Calder . . . also 
spent upon solliciting ye same affair with divers 
members £1 8s. 6d."°4 Expenses in soliciting the Bill 

96. York MSS. House Books, XXXIX, December 18, 1697. 
97. Ibid., February 11, 1698. 
98. H. of C. 7ourna1s, XII, 117. 
99. Ibid., 90. 100. Ibid. 

101. The Minute Book of 7ames Courthope, ed. 0. C. Williams (Camden 
Miscellany, 1953), pp. 14, 15. 

102. Ibid. Thomas Gery, son of Thomas G. of Coventry was admitted 
to Middle Temple, June 17, 1680, and called to the Bar May 6, 1687. 

103. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/99. 
104. Cunliffe-Lister MSS., 12. Day Book of Sir Abstrupus Danby. 
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and "treating" were not inconsiderable. Danby spent 
£6 lOs. in " solliciting an Interest for Air & Calder rivers 
being made navigable ;""' on April 6 the promoters' 
representative spent 19s. 6d. "in 2 Treats when we 
attended the House of Commons ", and £2 lOs. "in 
severall other Treats when we attended the Com-
mittee "106 At the end of May the Corporation of York 
ordered that £50 should be remitted to one of their 
M.P.'s "which was for his Disbursements for soliciting 
abt. Air and Calder "•107 

On April 8, Sir John Kaye reported the Bill to the 
House of Commons, where it was agreed that a clause 
should be inserted for the Commissioners nominated 
in the Bill to abate the prices for the carriage of goods 
on the rivers.' 08 Another clause was offered to exempt 
the inhabitants of Pontefract and Knottingley from 
paying river dues for their own goods coming by way 
of Knottingley Mills. This was rejected,'°9 but interests 
which already enjoyed a toll-free navigation below 
Knottingley recognised that the Aire and Calder project 
might prejudice their position. When the Bill was read 
a third time, on April 18, an ingrossed clause was 
offered "that no Toll shall be charged upon any Boat 
for passing up and down the River where the same is 
now navigable ". This rider was also rejected"' and the 
Bill was carried to the House of Lords. 

William Milner wrote to Danby, thanking him for 
assisting in the promotion of the Bill and requesting 
"the continuance of your advice and assistance untill 
our bill be pass'd the house of Lords for wee are affraid 
of some opposition there " ."' Many petitions were 
again presented for and against the Bill. The Merchant 
Adventurers of York urged that they yearly exported 

105. Ibid. 
106. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/99. 
107. York MSS. House Books, XXXIX, May 25, 1698. 
108. H. of C. 7ourna1s, XII, 198. 
109. Ibid. 110. Ibid., 237. 
111. Cunliffe-Lister MSS., 69, sec. 1. 
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large quantities of cloth, lead, corn, butter and other 
commodities in which above 100 ships and vessels 
were employed every year, a trade which would be 
destroyed if the tides of the Ouse were lessened."' The 
coalmasters of Newcastle and Sunderland feared that 
more than 400 ships would be laid aside if coal was 
carried down from Leeds and Wakefield to supply 
York, Lincoln, Beverley, Hull, Gainsborough, Stock-
with and other places."' 

When Counsel were heard for and against the Bill 
in the House of Lords, on May 18, Sir Thomas Powis 
and Sir Bartholomew Shore, on behalf of the promoters, 
objected that the witnesses who were to be examined 
by the opposing Counsel were parties directly 
concerned."' After some debate, the House agreed that 
the witnesses should be heard, and several shipmasters 
trading in the Ouse were examined."' Isaac Sugden, 
who was engaged in the carrying trade between Selby 
and Leeds, and a "Dr. Newton" also gave evidence."' 
The promoters' Counsel then presented the case for 
passing the Bill, and John Hadley and other witnesses 
were examined. At the adjournment of the debate it 
was moved "to heare the Trinity house men"; and 
agreed that "the Trinity House would send hither 

112. Hist. MSS. Comm., H. of L. MSS., N.S. III, 211. In some respects 
the Aire and Calder controversy marks the final stage in the struggle 
for commercial supremacy between York and the West Riding towns. 
By the end of the seventeenth century both the commercial position 
of York and the dominance of the Merchant Adventurers and 
Eastland Company had been successfully challenged by Leeds and 
Wakefield merchants. H. Heaton, Yorkshire Woollen and Worsted 
Industries (1920), ch. VIII. For jealousy between the Eastland 
Company of York and Leeds merchants see Maud Sellers, "The 
Acts and Ordinances of the Eastland Company " , Camden Society, 
3rd Series XI. 

113. Ibid. 
114. H. of L. Record Office. Journal Book (10). 
115. Ibid. John Buttery and William Kirkby were examined. Both had 

signed the petition of shipmasters and mariners trading on the Ouse. 
H. of L. MSS. Minutes. 

116. Dr Newton is not easily identified. Was he, perhaps, the later Si 
Isaac Newton? 
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some of their body that are most knowing in the 
northern coasts 

In its passage through the House of Commons, the 
Aire and Calder Bill had proceeded along lines common 
to other opposed navigation projects. Members had 
been solicited and treated to support or oppose, printed 
Reasons circulated, Counsel employed. The resolution 
in the House of Lords that an independent opinion 
should be heard was unusual, the outcome of bitter 
controversy about the effect of the proposed navigation 
on the depth of water in the Ouse. Supporters of the 
Bill argued "that the sea hath water enough to supply 
all rivers, and that the making or cutting of never so 
many rivers out of or into any ancient river will not 
abate the tide of such ancient river "•8 Against this 
it was stated "that the making any new cut out of the 
river Ouse will take out and lessen or divert part of the 
tide of the . . . river Interests dependent upon the 
Ouse complained from experience that with the decay 
of Goole sluice, the New River "takes so much of the 
tyde that York hath lost two foot of their tyde" ;120 
any cutting of the Ouse would be prejudicial to their 
trade. 

On May 25, the London Trinity House presented 
their Report to the House of Lords.'2' Consideration was 
deferred until June 1 when all the Lords to attend 
and nothing to intervene "•122 When the debate was 
resumed Counsel were again heard and the Report was 
then read. Having considered the Bill, the brethren of 
Trinity House were of the opinion "that the opening 
and widening of any the Rivers that have Comunicacon 
with the Ouze, so as to let the Tyde further into the 
same, will deprive that part of the Ouze above the 
inlet " . However, if it was provided by the Bill that 
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the tide should not flow above Knottingley by causing 
there "a sufficient stopp to be made to the flow by 
dams and locks then the navigation of the Aire and 
Calder would not be prejudicial to the Ouze "•123 
Although members of the Trinity House were 
examined, the Lords were not completely satisfied. It 
was finally agreed "that the Trinity house doe with all 
Expedition send some of their Members as the judge 
proper to view the River and make their observations 
and Report their opinions to this House "P124 

John Clements and John Bromwell, two members 
of the London Trinity House, were instructed to survey 
the rivers Aire, Calder and Ouse and to report their 
findings on fourteen separate heads of inquiry. 12' They 
left London on June 8 and arrived at Hull three days 
later. 12' For a month, while the survey was being taken, 
promoters and opponents of the Aire and Calder 
project made strenuous efforts to present their case 
in the most favourable light. The Corporation of York 
agreed that John Peckett, John Etty and Thomas Hall 
should go to Hull "to meete the Gentlemen comeing 
from the Corporacon of Trinity house concerned for and 
against the makeing the Rivers Aire and Calder 
Navigable And that Mr. Peckett treate and Complement 
the said persons as he shall thinke fitt And the City 
to supply him with moneys for the Charge thereof "127 
Peckett was later allowed £10 for "moneys disburst 
for Aire and Calder affair when the Capts came upp 
the River" ;̀  Alderman Shackleton received £10 "for 
treating the Officers of Trinity house" ;129 and Jubb, a 
leading wine merchant in York was given £3 15s. 3d. 
for "treating the Captaines that view'd Aire & Calder 
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dureing their Abode in Towne "•I3o One of the 
Wakefield promoters spent, "when went to meet the 
Gentlemen of Trinity house at Tunbridge 4s. 8d. 
Howden 7s. Ermine £1 Os. Gd. Rawcliffe 8s. Gd. 
Ferrybridge £2 3s. 6d."3' 

When they had completed their survey of the 
Ouse, Clements and Bromwell proceeded up the Aire."' 
On June 24, William Milner requested Thoresby to send 
to Leeds "the account of distances of places which you 
and Mr. Kirke tooke upon the River Ayre . . . for it 
will be of good service to us Time was against the 
promoters. The representatives of Trinity House 
completed their survey and report on July 9,134 but 
Parliament was prorogued before the Bill had passed 
through the House of Lords. 

In the following Parliamentary Session renewed 
efforts were made by the Leeds and Wakefield 
promoters to obtain an Act for the navigation. A 
petition was presented from Leeds to the House of 
Commons on January 11, 1699,' when it was ordered 
that a Bill should be prepared and brought in. This was 
presented by Lord Fairfax, M.P. for Yorkshire, on 
January 18 and read for the first time. 136 Petitions for 
and against the Bill were prepared, the promoters 
spending £2 "on the Burgers of Retford The 
Corporation of York appointed a Committee "against 
the Cutting the Rivers Aire & Calder "P138 The 
opponents of the Bill attempted to delay its progress 
through the House of Commons. The Leeds promoters 
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wrote to Lord Irwin, requesting that he would attend 
the House at the second reading, "and also . . your 
friends to doe the same When the Bill was read for 
the second time on February 7, a motion to refer it 
to a Committee of the whole House was defeated.'4° 
The Bill was committed to forty named M.P.'s together 
with those for the counties of York, Durham, 
Lancaster, Cumberland and Northumberland. Petitions 
from the City of York and from Francis Nevill against 
the Bill were presented on the same day and referred 
to the Committee, which was instructed to hear Counsel 
on their behalf. 141 

The Bill and opposing petitions were read before 
the Committee on February 11142 but hearing by 
Counsel was delayed for nearly three weeks when "the 
Master and Wardens of Trinity House doe attend 
& produce the Report in relacon to the makeing the 
said rivers navigable and that they have a Copy of the 
Bill "•143 The chairman of the Committee was Sir John 
Bland, M.P. for Pontefract 144 who had opposed the first 
Bill. 14' Bland's position in the navigation conflict was 
not unimportant. As owner of several collieries in 
Castleford and Houghton and of mills along the Aire, 
he would be directly affected by any project to improve 
the rivers; his constituents were anxious to retain a 
toll-free navigation to Knottingley. On February 22, 
1699 an agreement was confirmed between Bland and 
the Leeds promoters, that "whereas there is a Bill 
now depending in the . . . House of Commons for 
makeing . . . Aire and Calder Navigable ", it was 
agreed "that if the Bill doe pass into an Act. . . then Sir 
John Bland. . . shall let and the undertakers shall take 
to farme the . . . mills for forty one years . . . payeing 
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a yearly rent of £97 lOs." The promoters promised 
that they would "to & from Castleford Bridge or any 
other place Below. . . permitt. .. Bland . . . at all times 
to carry and recarry coal, lime . . . up and downe the 
rivers and freely to pass and repass any Locks . . 

sluices or gates which shall be erected by . . under-
takers without paying any toll . . . duty or thing 
whatsoever."46 

When Counsel attended the Committee on March 
1, 1699, the Report made by Clements and Bromwell, 
the two delegates from the London Trinity House, was 
read.'47 Upon arrival in Yorkshire they had found "that 
the people of Hull seem'd noe way affected at the 
makeing those Rivers Navigable nor would they 
pretend to judge whether the Importation of Coales 
from Newcastle . . . would be Lessned or not 
thereby "•148 The extent to which coal from West 
Yorkshire would compete in the river markets with that 
brought from Tyneside and Wearside was difficult to 
estimate. The delegates could not "with any manner 
of satisfaction . . . learn the prises of the coale abot 
Leeds Wakefeild & other places upon the Aire & 
Calder the same being so very diferant & uncertaine."49 
Until a navigation was complete and lock dues imposed 
it would be impossible to judge the price at which York 
and other towns might be supplied. The quality of coal 
from the West Riding was an important factor, for, 
"as to its Lastingnesse excepting what comes from 
Barnesley wch will have noe benifitt in Carriage by 
the makeing those rivers navigable, bears no com-
parison wth the Newcastle Coales."5° Thus coal from 
the north-east sold at 3s. or 4s. a chalder more than 
the best of West Yorkshire and for 8s. more than the 
worst. However, the delegates concluded "that whilst 
the Dutyes of 5s. per Chaldren continues upon the 
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Newcastle Coales the other will have the advantage in 
its vent tho how far the dutyes that will be to be paid 
towards the maintaining the intended Locks upon the 
Aire ,& Calder by the Coale brought down the same may 
contribute to. . . putting it on the same foot againe wth 
the Newcastle Coale . . . will remain to be consider'd."5' 

The effect of the proposed navigation upon the 
trade of the inland ports would vary from place to 
place. On the river Wharfe, "some few small vessells 
or Boates did upon Spring Tides tho not without 
dificulty get up to Tadcaster . . . so that the trade of 
that place by water being so very inconsiderable it 
cannot be affected by . . makeing the Aire & Calder 
Navigable.""' Knottingley, the nearest shipping point 
for the cloth manufacturing districts of the West 
Riding, and other towns on the Aire had some thirty 
vessels and keels ranging up to thirty tons, and not 
liable to river tolls. York shipmasters owned eight or 
ten vessels employed in the coasting trade, and 
between twenty and thirty smaller ones of twenty to 
forty tons trading on the rivers. The delegates found 
the woollen manufacture and trade of York to be 
inconsiderable "what from their own neglect & the 
industry of the people of Leeds Wakefeild and 
Leverpoole whether the same is carry'd ", though lead, 
butter and cheese were exported.' 53 Several York 
merchants had admitted that the trade of the city 
would be only slightly affected by improving the 
navigation of the West Yorkshire rivers. In contrast, 
Selby, "being the place upon the Ouze to wch most 
goods either imported from abroade or to be Exported 
thither are now brought & to be carryed by land to 
& from Leeds . . . will if the . . . rivers be made 
navigable goe neare Totally to loose the benifitt of 
being the thoroughfaire as it now is.""' 
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Against the loss of trade to Selby, the delegates 
stressed the many advantages which would accrue to 
the woollen manufacturing districts of the West Riding, 
Lancashire and Westmorland. The extension of the 
Aire and Calder navigation to Leeds and Wakefield 
would enable goods to be carried at half the land 
carriage rate and with less damage.' 55 

The Report did much to refute arguments that the 
tides of the Ouse would be lessened by effecting the 
Aire and Calder project. Complaints from the 
inhabitants of York that the decay of Goole sluice had 
lessened the depth of water in the Ouse were 
exaggerated. According to a survey of 1616 spring tides 
flowed two feet six inches at York, while in 1698 "by 
their own Acct it flowes the same "•156 The delegates had 
considered the obstructions to navigation on the Aire 
which the promoters proposed to remove, but were 
convinced that "noe such quantitye of sand or sullage 
can be thereby raised & brought downe as to begett 
any sort of Barr in that part of the Ouse against the 
mouth of the Aire Only a new cut at the mouth of 
the Aire would prejudice the Ouse, but the promoters 
"did assure us noe such thing was intended being 
content to submit to a clause in the bill to the 
contrary." 58 By the construction of a lock at 
Haddlesey the tide would not flow as high, and, 
consequently, "will rather increase than lessen the 
water m the Ouse ".' 

Although the delegates affirmed that they had 
gathered "the best Informations . . . from people the 
least partiall ",160 Counsel and several witnesses for the 
city of York attempted to show that the Report was 
biased.'6' York, which carried on an important trade in 
cheese, butter, "and also for cloth ", would be ruined 
if the Aire and Calder were made navigable. When the 
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tide flowed at the mouth of the Aire it ebbed in the 
Humber, water being drawn from the Ouse. The city 
had almost 100 vessels engaged in trade. 16' All the 
witnesses referred to the decay of Goole sluice which 
had lessened the depth of water in the rivers. At York 
the tide "does not flow so much by a foot ",163 while 
John Bacon, master of the High Society, a coaster 
trading between London, Selby and York, informed 
the Committee that "when Gold Sluce was up, it flowed 
above a foot higher than now in the river Ayr.' The 
opponents of the Bill admitted however that if 
Knottingley Mill Dam was not removed, and if no cuts 
were made into the Ouse, then the navigation of York 
would not be impaired. 161 John Buttery, a York ship-
master, conceded that "the sludging of the river Ouse 
is a prejudice to the flowing of the river ",166 a 
conclusion with which the Corporation apparently 
agreed. At a meeting at the Guildhall on February 13, 
1699, it was decided that the M.P.'s for the city should 
be requested "to send an Ingineer as soone as possibly 
they can to view the River of Ouze in order to make it 
more navigable "P167 

Counsel for the Bill affirmed that the Aire and 
Calder project, if effected, would reduce the cost of 
carriage by two-thirds .16' Hadley assured the Committee 
that there would be no cut to divert the current of the 
Ouse. When opposing Counsel requested that a clause 
should be inserted in the Bill to ensure that the 
promoters "keep up the locks to be erected " , the 
hydrographer stated that the first lock would be set up 
at Haddlesey.' 69 After a long sitting the Committee was 
adjourned.'70 

On March 13, Sir John Bland reported the Bill to 
the House of Commons together with the amendments 
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which had been agreed to in Committee. 171 Several 
of the amendments were accepted by the House, but a 
clause that boats and barges belonging to Knottingley 
and other towns on the Aire, and laden with lime should 
be exempt from toll, and pay only is. per ton for other 
goods passing between Knottingley Mill Dam and the 
Ouse was rejected. 171 When the Bill was read for the 
third time, a clause to exempt lime from lock dues, 
carried by vessels from towns where the Aire was 
already navigable, was agreed. 171 The lime traders of 
Knottingley were thus protected, but preferential tolls 
on those parts of the Aire not subject to river dues 
were not included. When the promoters, in accordance 
with their agreement with Bland, rented his mills in 
1700, the terms of the lease stipulated that the 
proprietors of the navigation "will bring up and 
convey for all the Inhabitants . . . of Pontefract all 
sorts of goods . . . belonging to them . . . at as cheap 
and low a Rate . . . [between] . . . Weeland and 
Ferrybridge . . . as the Inhabitants have formerly had 
the same . . . [between] . . . Weeland and 
Knottingley." 74 The Corporation of Pontefract secured 
a rider to the Bill that their right to an ancient toll on 
the Aire, between Temple Hurst and Knottingley Mills, 
should continue.'" 

With the passage of the Bill through the House of 
Commons, effective opposition in Parliament was 
overcome. William Milner drew up Reasons to 
convince the Duke of Leeds that the Aire and Calder 
navigation would not prejudice the trade of York."' 
Sir William Robinson, one of the M.P.'s for York, 
informed his constituents that "the Trinity report is 
industriously spread among the Lords, & it makes a 
great impression in that house, because that order came 
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from thence."77 He had seen the Earl of Scarbrough 
who was prepared to move that Counsel should be 
heard, provided a petition from York and witnesses 
to support its allegations had been prepared. A week 
might be gained but "he durst not venture to ask a 
longer time, for fear it should be look'd on, onely as a 
delay." Robinson concluded that a short petition might 
be appropriate, but he assured the Lord Mayor that 
"the Citty shall loose no reputation, by offering it to 
no purpose, or oposing the bill in the Lords house, 
without some tolerable prospect of success." 78 No 
petitions were received in the House of Lords against 
the Bill. On March 25, it was read for the second time 
and committed to five Lords. '79 Nine days later the Lord 
President reported the Bill, together with several 
minor amendments to its engrossed form. These were 
accepted and the Bill was passed.'8° On April 12 the 
House of Commons agreed to the amendments made 
by the Lords.'8' Some sixteen months after preparations 
to obtain an Act had commenced, the Aire and Calder 
promoters had finally secured Parliamentary authority 
for their undertaking. 

When compared with other inland navigation 
projects of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth 
centuries, the rapidity, rather than the delays, in 
passing the Bill is striking. Almost thirty years elapsed 
between the first attempt to secure legislation to 
improve the Don and the final passage of a Bill through 
Parliament; even longer before statutory authority was 
obtained to make the Derbyshire Derwent navigable. 
Opposition to the Aire and Calder project was very 
real, and petitions against the two Bills were presented 
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from many towns that had Parliamentary representa-
tion. In contrast, the main support for the project 
came from the unrepresented townships of the West 
Riding. Certain considerations must be taken into 
account in explaining the promoters' success. 

Unlike many river schemes of the period, that for 
the improvement of the Aire and Calder was favoured 
by many of the landowners with adjoining estates. The 
millowners who petitioned against the first Bill were 
satisfied with clauses in the Act which would oblige 
the promoters to compensate for any damage to 
property and to purchase "such mills and wears as 
they shall have Occasion to pull down." 82 Francis 
Nevill of Chevet alone continued in opposition. As the 
owner of Wakefield Soke Mills, he was unable to accept 
the Calder promoters' plan to use the mill goit which 
served him with water, to avoid the rocky bed of 
the river at Wakefield. Sir John Bland, whose 
continued opposition might have delayed the final 
outcome, received important concessions for himself 
and his constituents in Pontefract. As a result the 
promoters gained an ally who did much to pilot the 
second Bill through the House of Commons. 

The decision made in the House of Lords to consult 
the London Trinity House had significant repercussions 
on the Parliamentary struggle over the Bill. Private Bill 
legislation of the period provides few examples of 
recourse to an independent opinion to settle, or cast 
light upon, points in dispute. The primary motive in 
referring to the Trinity House arose from the various 
arguments over the probable effect of the proposed 
navigation upon the tides and waters of the Ouse. A 
distinction must be drawn between the two Reports, 
for, whereas both dealt with that aspect of the conflict, 
that made by Clements and Brornwell in the summer 
of 1698 also took into consideration the arguments 

182. 10 Will. III, c.25. 
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employed by the opposing interests, on the changes 
which might occur within the prevailing pattern of 
trade from an extension of river navigation to Leeds 
and Wakefield. Conflicting opinions on these broader 
aspects of an improvement scheme often contributed 
to the long delay before an Act was finally passed, and, 
thus, the second Report proved an invaluable asset to 
the Aire and Calder promoters. At the committee stage 
of the second Bill, in the House of Commons, it 
provided the basis to which Counsel on both sides 
referred; in the House of Lords its circulation 
weighed heavily against interests which sought to 
defeat the Bill. 

The question remains, was the Report made in 
the summer of 1698 partial? Both sides naturally 
attempted to present their case in the most favourable 
light to the officers of the Trinity House, but it is 
doubtful if the Report was biased in favour of the Aire 
and Calder promoters. Although the many advantages 
likely to accrue to the West Riding and neighbouring 
counties were set out, certain reservations were made, 
particularly on the position of Selby and on the 
probable effects of the navigation on the sale of 
Newcastle and Sunderland coal. The Report fits closely 
with the known state of trade. By the late seventeenth 
century York had lost its former prominence in the 
manufacture and sale of woollen cloth. Shoals and 
silting were a primary cause of the decay of the Ouse, 
which had led to a fall in the tonnage of vessels that 
were able to reach York.' 83 On the other hand, Selby 
and Knottingley had become important shipping 
points for the growing trade of the West Riding. 
Lawrence Spencer, the principal shipper at Selby, 
became one of the lessees of the Aire and Calder tolls 
in the early years of the eighteenth century. 184 

183. T. S. Willan, River Navigation in England, 1600-1750 (1936), p. 99. 
184. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/36. 



80 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

The Wakefield promoters spent £421 15s. lid. 
in securing the Act.' 85 The total sum paid out by the 
Leeds promoters is more difficult to ascertain although 
in other respects the Leeds party appears to have 

taken the lead." 86 Jaspar Blythman, the Recorder of 
Leeds, received several payments from the Aire 
promoters, including £53 15s. "as a gratuity for 
paines in Solliciting & advising the procuring of the 
Acts "187 and £110 14s. in legal expenses ;188 William 
Milner £19 16s. for his London journeys.' 89 The 
Corporation of York paid out above £200 for its 
opposition to the project.'9° 

By the terms of the Act"' eighteen undertakers 
were empowered to make the Aire and Calder navigable 
from Weeland to Leeds and Wakefield. They were 
authorised to cleanse, enlarge or straighten the course 
of the rivers; to dig and cut the banks; to make new or 
larger cuts through adjoining lands; to set out towing 
paths; and to erect locks. The undertakers were to 
compensate for loss of, or damage to, property, 
commissioners being named in the Act to mediate 
between the undertakers and landowners.' 92 Tolls were 
fixed at lOs. per ton from May 1 to October 1, and iGs. 
per ton from October 1 to May 1, as the maximum rates 
which might be demanded.' 93 

The work of extending the navigation westwards 
was carried out rapidly. On May 9, 1699, the Aire 
undertakers agreed to pay Hadley £420 for the 
management of the navigation to Leeds. 194 Some of 
the undertakers named in the Act did not subscribe 
to the project, and, contrary to the claims of Thoresby 
that the navigation was carried out "at the Expence of 
several private merchants the Proprietors, without 
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calling in the Assistance of the Nobility and Gentry as 
has been usual in like cases ",195 several landowners 
subscribed. Sir Abstrupus Danby, who had played an 
active part in promoting the navigation Act did not 
contribute to the undertaking, though requested to by 
the Leeds promoters.'96 By 1700 the Wakefield under-
takers had raised 100J97 

By the middle of December 1699, the Leeds and 
Wakefield undertakers had completed, at their joint 
charge, locks at Knottingley Mills and at Castleford; 
and the Leeds undertakers had erected a lock at Fleet 
Mills,` and a warehouse in Leeds.' 99 Eighteen months 
after the Bill had been passed preparations were made 
for the opening of the navigation to Leeds. Thoresby 
wrote to Sir John Kaye inviting him to dinner on the 
day appointed for "rejoycing for the Navigation 
when the locks wil be first opened." 20° Lord Fairfax 
and others who had actively promoted the navigation 
scheme were also invited, though formal invitations 
were not sent by Leeds Corporation "for fear of 
disobliging some neighbouring justices who wou'd 
expect the like.""' On November 20, 1700, Sir Walter 
Calverley recorded, "I was at Leeds, upon an 
invitation from the mayor, &c., at the boats coming up 
to the bridge, &c., and dined at one Craven's and had 
a fine entertainment, and was a great many gentlemen, 
amongst whom were my Lord Irwin, Lord Fairfax, Sir 
John Kay, and many others." 202 

Boats probably came up to Wakefield at about the 
same time. So began an undertaking which forms "one 
of the most important features in the history of our 
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inland navigation. ')203 The navigation formed the main 
artery of the West Riding waterway system and was to 
play no small part in its economic growth. 

APPENDIX2O4 

Pursuant to ye order of ye Corporation of Trinity house dated 
ye 4th June last for our Surveying ye Rivers Aire Calder & 
Ouze, we departed from London ye 8th following & arrived 
at hull ye 11th where we begun to put in execution ye instructions 
given to us to ye severall perticular hands whereof we Answer 
as followes. 
to ye 1st that ye people of Hull seem'd noe way affected at ye 
makeing those Rivers navigable nor would they pretend to 
Judge whether ye Importation of Coales from Newcastle &c 
would be lessned or not thereby 
to ye 2d that it was ye 3d day after our arrivall at Hull before 
we could provide ourselves with a Vessell either safe or 
convenient for ye carrying us up ye Humber to ye mouth 
of Ouze. 
to ye 3d that on ye 14th we came to ye mouth of ye Ouze 
where ye Trent Joynes It & theire we begun our observations 
& to take A draught thereof as we Continu'd to doe throughout 
our whole Survey for about 4 miles above yorke being as 
high as ye Tide flowes upon a spring noting frequently as 
we went up Severall depths of water as in ye draught. 
to ye 4th & 5: that as we went up ye Ouze we met first on 
ye right hand with ye darwent being about 4 miles above ye 
Aires mouth ye depth thereat at Low water is 3 foot & it 
flowes abt 9 ye breadth of ye said River Darwent being abt 
70 foot we were Informed that there were 2 Keeles of 20 or 

203. J. Priestley, Historical Account of the Navigable Rivers, Canals and 
Railways, throughout Great Britain (1831), P. 7. 

204. For permission to transcribe and publish the second Trinity House 
Report I am greatly indebted to Major Edward R. F. Compton, 
D.L., J.P., of Newby Hall, near Ripon. Although the first Trinity 
House Report is preserved in the House of Lords Records Office 
and has been published by the Historical Manuscripts Commission, 
the original copy of the second Report has not survived. It was 
probably destroyed in the nineteenth century fire which led to the 
loss of so much Parliamentary material. The copy preserved among 
the Newby Hall papers is almost certainly the only one in existence. 
In many ways it is a major document. Unlike the first short Report, 
it provides a most valuable survey of trading patterns within the 
Yorkshire river systems. Apart from its role in the Aire and Calder 
controversy, it fills in a most useful picture of the state of trade in 
the late seventeenth century. In this respect it is probably unique. 
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30 Tuns besides some few open Boates of 5 or 6 Tuns which 
were imploy'd in fetching & carrying to ye next Towne some 
10 or 20 Miles up ye River ye Comodityes of ye Country 
Come especially. 
ye next & only River besides which we meet with as we goe 
up is on ye left hand abt 7 miles below york & is called ye 
wharfe ye mouth whereof is abot 70 foot wide it is there abot 
2 foot deep at Low water & flowes abot 6 we were inform'd 
that some few small vessells or Boates did upon Spring Tides 
tho not without dificulty get up to Tadcaster being some 7 or 
8 miles so yt ye trade of that place by water being so very 
inconsiderable it cannot be effected by ye makeing ye Aire & 
Calder Navigable nor from what we could gather did ye people 
upon ye darwent beleive that they should be hurt thereby 
to ye 6th that we were very Curious & exact in our Survey & 
observation upon Gowle sluce & ye Dike thereof & tho it is 
ye common Complaint of ye inhabitants of york that ye decay 
of ye aforesd sluce hath been ye ocation of Lesning their 
water & spoyleing ye River Ouze wee doe beleive it hath 
done little prejudice thereunto nor can it have lessned their 
water to ye proportion they complaine of for yt ye Area of 
this Dike is but small in comparison with ye whole Area of 
ye several! Rivers, above this place soe far yt ye Tide flowes, 
& ye water that now passes thro' ye said dike or Cutt suplyes 
only ye River dunn which was before Suplyed thro' ye Aire 
& according to a survey made Anno 1616 ye Tide flowed at 
york 2 foot 6 Inches on a Spring & now by their own Accot 
it flowes ye same at some Tides for ye water flowes upon 
extroardnary Tides to a place called popleton iferry wch is 
abot 4 miles above ye Citty & we could not learn yt except 
upon extroardnary Tides it ever flowed Higher 

to ye 7th that by wt we could Learne whilst we were at yorke 
ye Navigation of ye place may consist of at present of 8 or 10 
Vessells from 60 to 80 Tunns which use ye sea & of some 
20 or 30 smaller vessells & Keeles from 20 to 40 Tunns wch 
use ye Inland trade that ye woollen manufacture of ye place 
it self as well as their Trade therein is Growne very 
inconsiderable what from their own neglect & ye industry 
of ye people of Leeds Wakefei!d & Leverpoole whether ye 
same is carry'd ye Trade of ye Citty now cheifly Consists in 
ye exportation of Lead butter Cheese &c to London & some 
partes beyond ye Seas 

to ye 8th 9th 
10th 11th that after we had finish'd our observations up ye Ouze 
& at yorke we came down againe to ye mouth of ye Aire where 

it is in breadth abot 200 foot its depth at Low water is 2 foot 
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at spring Tides it flowes 12 foot ye breadth of ye Ouze at ye 
place is abot a quarter of a mile & in ye depth in ye best of 
ye Channell at Low Water 5 or 6 foot it flowing abot 12 foot 
ye further discription whereof & of ye Aire & Calder as we 
went up ye same togeather wth ye Locks & cutts Intended to 
be made therein is refer'd to ye Draught itself wherein you 
wil ailso find frequently sett of the differant breadths Depths 
of Water & Showles in ye 2 Rivers last named 

The Observations wee made upon ye Nature of ye obstructions 
Intended to be remov'd for ye makeing ye sd Rivers more 
Navigable leads us to beleive that noe such quantitye of sand 
or sullage can be thereby raised & brought downe as to begett 
any sort of Barr in yt pt of ye Ouze against ye mouth of ye 
Aire nor that any other ye workes designed Will be prejudiciall 
thereunto for Noething can be soe but ye makeing a new Cutt 
at ye Aires mouth & that in our opinion would would not any 
wayes answer ye Charge but ye undertakers did assure us 
noe such thing was intended being content to submit to a 
clause in ye bill to ye contrary ye sev'all Cuttings for their 
Locks cannot affect ye Ouze & ye Pening up ye water by ye first 
Lock Intended to be at Hadlesey which is above 13 miles up 
the River will there stopp ye water now flowes higher by 
4 or 5 Miles & Consequently will rather increase then lesen ye 
water in ye ouze. 

to ye 12th that ye number of Vessells Keeles & boats belonging 
to Knottingley & other places upon ye Aire may be abot 30 
from 30 Tunns downwards ye bigest of which may now 
goe up to Knottingley Noe dutyes as we could learne being 
paid by those Vessells in their goeing & comeing from yorke 
Hull &c 

to ye 13th that ye advantages wch ye people of Leeds & Wakefeild 
& places thereabots propose to themselves from ye makeing 
ye River Aire & Calder Navigable are yt they shall be able 
to carry there Manufactor to markett or in order to Exportation 
abroad Cheaper by one halfe then what they now doe by 
Land Carriage & with less lyablenesse to damage as all other 
goods will be brought to ym much more Easily & at Cheaper 
Rates for ye Supply of ye markit townes in ye west Riding 
of yorkshire & even of some parts of Lancashire & Westmore-
land. 

to ye 14th that we could not with any manner of satisfaction to 
ourselves learn ye prises of ye Coale abot Leeds Wakefeild & 
other places upon ye Aire & Calder ye same being so very 
diferant & uncertaine nor can any Judgmnt. be made till 
ye Locks upon ye River Aire & Calder are flnish'd & the 
dutyes payable thereunto are settled at what price yorke & 

L.. 
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other places upon ye Ouse may be suply'd with Coale from 
those parts wch as to its Lastingnesse exscepting what comes 
from Barnesley wch will have floe benifitt in Carriage by ye 
makeing those Rivers Navigable, bears no comparison with 
ye Newcastle Coales & on that account it is ye last is aliways 
sold for 3 or 4 shillings a Chaldren more then ye best of 
their owne & for abot 8s more then ye worst however it may 
very well be sopos'd that whilst ye dutyes of 5s per Chaldren 
continues upon ye Newcastle Coales ye other will have ye 
advantage in its vent tho how far ye dutyes that will be to be 
pd towards ye maintaining ye intended Locks upon ye Aire & 
Calder by ye Coale brought down ye same may contribute 
to ye putting it on ye same foot againe wth ye Newcastle 
Coale as it was before ye laying ye aforesd dutye will remaine 
to be consider'd 
To Conclude after ye best Informations we could gather 

from people ye least partial! & by hearing & compareing all 
yt was said on Every side we are led to be of oppinion yt 
as Leeds & Wakefei!d are become places of trade soe Consid'able 
for our Woollen manufacteres it would be for ye advantage 
& Improvemt of ye trade in those parts to have ye Rivers 
Aire & Calder made Navigable for wth rispect to ye trade 
of york it cannot be much lessned, thereby as some of ye 
merchants themselves ownd to us, nor will ye trade of any 
other places by wt appear'd to us suffer any thing Considerable 
in that accot Excepting ye Town of Selby which as being ye 
place upon ye Ouze to wch most goods either imported from 
abroade or to be Exported thither are now brought & to be 
carryed by land to & from Leeds &c will if ye sd rivers be 
made navigable goe neare Totally to loose ye benifitt of being 
ye thorough Faire as it now is, but in ye maine trade & 
navigation on ye River Ouze as well as ye Rivers runing 
into ye same will not be prejudiced by makeing ye Rivers 
Aire & Calder navigable & the navigation in genarall wth 
respect both to seamen & Commerce will rather be increas'd 
then lessned thereby. 
dated ye 9th of July 1698 

Jno Clements 
Jno Bromwell. 



TWO NORTHOWRAM HOMESTEADS 

BY T. W. HANSON 

SPRING HEAD 

AMONG my earliest recollections are rambles 
along Caygill's Walk (beloved by Dorothy 
Wordsworth) and through Well Head Fields. 

At the north-west corner of the walk was a turnstile. 
Whenever we passed the spot we made a secret wish. 
A few years later, on our way to Clover Hill and the 
Moor to play cricket, we observed the same ritual. I 
am confident we did not know that it was the site of the 
town's well, though the gable-end of the small well-house 
is plainly to be seen. We were following a custom: we 
neither knew the reason nor its origin. Well-worship 
had developed into folk custom. It is not strictly 
accurate to say that the lore was passed on from one 
generation to the next. I think these childish customs 
were passed from a boy (or girl) to one only two or 
three years younger and so on, in tiny steps. 

John Lister in his romantic story of "The Making 
of Halifax" has this view of the Old Well Ing: "the 
common well, where Halifax maidens are seen, 
bearing by a long-trodden path, their water-pitchers 
townwards ". These local girls of the thirteenth century 
are part of the long queue stretching back from my 
boyhood days to the prehistory epoch of well-worship. 

According to Professor A. H. Smith this place-
name 'Well Head' denotes "lying near the well of 
Halifax, the source of the town's water in former days ". 
The only other Well Head in the West Riding is in 
Sowerby, "the source of the village's water-supply ". 

There are many Spring Heads (place-names with 
the same derivation) and the Northowram example 
reveals much of its original history. A small house 
adjacent to Spring Head is known as Anthony's Well. It 
does not commemorate a Northowram man named 
Anthony. Originally it was Saint Anthony's Well. When 
the early Christian missionaries found they could not 
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eradicate the well-worship, they diplomatically dedicated 
the springs to Christian saints. St Anthony was a 
popular choice for, according to hagiology, he lived 
near a well and there performed his miracles. There 
is a St Anthony's Well at Harden near Bingley. In 
Warley we have Katty Well, or Cat i' th' Well, or St 
Catherine's. 

The earliest documentary evidence about the 
spring or well is in a description of the land belonging 
to Robert Northend of Homer House in 1535, namely, 
"one meadow called Spyreyng ", or Spring Ing. There 
was no habitation, but with water laid on it was a good 
building site. It remained a meadow so far as I can 
tell for the next 200 years. 

I have ventured to call the next chapter of its 
history the Dickensonian period. The Rev. Thomas 
Dickenson took up the mantle of Oliver Heywood in 
1702 and ministered to the Dissenting Congregation. 
He continued the Nonconformist, or Northowram 
Regis ter, and he had a difficult task in following such 
an outstanding character, even in making entries in 
the Register. 

The first marriage recorded by Dickenson in his 
matter-of-fact style is: "Samuel Drake and Dinah 
Smith married Nov. 30, 1702 ". Contrast this with one 
of Heywood's last entries: "John Rudman marryed 
Mary Appleyard at Halifax Dec. 5, 1700, an old man 
to an old woman " . Take a glance at the obituary 
notices of three successive landlords at the Old Cock: 
"Mr Jones (landlord at the Cock in Halifax) bur. 
Mar. 10, [1703-4] ". (Dickenson.) "Nov. 19 1683 John 
Ingham aged 78 "very rich " . June 3 1691 James 
Howarth "prejudiced by intemperance ". (Heywood.) 
He came to bury Howarth not to praise him. 

The Rev. T. Dickenson married a daughter of 
Richard Foster of Ossett. Mrs Foster and her daughter, 
Mrs Dickenson, each had the same number of 
children, eight boys and four girls. Benjamin Dickenson, 



88 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

was the eighth child, "born at Ossett Mar. 18 half 
hour past 4 in the morning being Wednesday; bap. 
Apr. 1 by Mr Hawkins 1719 ". The Rev. T. Dickenson 
died December 26, 1743. 

"Benjamin Dickenson and An Pendlebury mar. 
26 Febr. 1744-5 at Leeds p. Vickar Cookson." I do not 
know in what year they set up house at Spring Head 
but a stone on a near-by cottage is inscribed: "B.D.A.," 
for Benjamin and An Dickenson. In 1747 Benjamin 
was Overseer for the township. He was one of the 
trustees of Heywood Chapel appointed in 1744. Three 
of their children died young: Hannah, aged 19 weeks 
and 1 day, in 1751; Thomas, 7 weeks and 1 day, in 
1752; and Ann, 6 years and about 46 weeks, in 1753, 
at Leeds. 

The Dickensons left Spring Head sometime 
before 1753 for Only House, to be noticed in the 
second part of this article. It is an interesting question 
as to how a country parson brought up eight sons, 
four of whom went to sea. 

"Nathaniel [b. 1722] died in the Harbour of Carthagena, 
about latter end of March 1741, as I am informed of a tedious 
weakness, which I hope brought this my poor child to start 
serious thoughtfulness. 
My son Joseph [b. 1707] died about latter end of May or 

beginning of June 1741, of a Fever upon the Sea, which was 
very fatal to many. He had been in two battles, but not hurt. 
This fever seiz'd him in the passage from Carthage." 

Benjamin Dickenson became a merchant. 
Nathaniel Booth lived in the house as tenant 

after Dickenson removed, and in 1783 Dickenson sold 
the property for £305 to the Rev. Samuel Walker, 
minister of Heywood Chapel. The property is 
described as a dwelling-house with garden, barn, etc., 
near a place called Anthony Wells. 

Walker was one of the ablest students of Scott's 
Academy in Heckmondwike and came straight from 
college to the Northowram chapel in 1774. After the 
death of the Rev. James Scott in 1783 the Academy 
was transferred to Northowram with Walker as tutor, 
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As nonconformists could not enter the universities, 
the academies were essential for training ministers and 
also catered for laymen. The Northowram Parsonage 
in Towngate was used for the students' accommodation 
and the Rev. Samuel Walker had to find a new home 
at Spring Head. 

He was tutor until 1795 and died in the following 
year. His wife and children continued to reside in the 
neighbourhood. The Rev. Mark Pearson says "at Field 
House" and was sufficiently naive to accept this 
authority: "We have not been able to verify the above 
statement, but have every reason to believe it is quite 
correct, it having been communicated to the author 
[Pearson] by the oldest inhabitant in Northowram ". 
My guess would be that she lived on at Spring Head. 

In 1786 Benjamin Patchett of Saltonstall (a 
prominent supporter of the dissenting cause in 
Mixenden) lent £200 on mortgage on Anthony Wells 
and closes called Wainroyds and the Brow. In 1788 
the Rev. Samuel Walker sold the property to Jonathan 
Oldfeild, surgeon and apothecary of Halifax for £350. 
He built some cottages and a dwelling-house, etc., in 
one of the closes. 

In 1802 Oldfield sold "a house now called Spring 
Head" (the first mention of the title) and property at 
The Top of the Hough for £700 to James Edwards of 
Pall Mall. The Redemption of Land Tax for Spring 
Head and six tenements and about six acres, three 
roods of land was assessed at 9s. 2-id., plus 8s. 0d., 
totalling 17s. 3d. "J. Oldfield, M.D., proprietor and 
occupier ". 

James Edwards was the eldest surviving son of 
William Edwards the bookseller, and the most famous 
of the firm known as Edwards of Halifax and has a 
niche in the Dictionary of National Biography. He 
had been very successful in business. The lapidary 
testimony is: "To his skilful research and liberal 
spirit of enterprise, his country is indebted for the 
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rarest specimens, Biblical and Classical, of the 
Typographical Art ". 

In 1796, while Bonaparte was ravaging Italy, 
Edwards, following in his footsteps, bought rare books 
from the loot of soldiers, and from palace and 
monastery libraries threatened with pillage. His health 
suffered from these adventures and so he retired from 
business. Mrs Spencer-Stanhope tells of his retirement 
in a letter dated 1805, but she is hopelessly out-of-date. 
By 1805 Edwards had married and was living in 
Harrow. "You have doubtless heard of Edwards the 
great bookseller. He has quitted his shop in Town, and 
gone to reside at his native place, Halifax." 

Edwards came to Spring Head in 1802 and he 
added to the buildings. On October 10, 1806 Mary 
Edwards of Northowram, spinster, paid £1,708 to her 
brother James for the Spring Head property. 
James evidently thought that the bracing air of the 
Halifax district might revive him; it must have proved 
too rough, so he returned south and went to St Albans. 

A letter dated August 20, 1806 is addressed to Miss 
Edwards, Spring Head, with congratulations on the 
safe return of her father from a journey to Watford and 
London, a formidable undertaking at his time of life. 
Mr William Edwards was eighty-four. He and his 
daughter had left the shop in Old Market and retired 
to Spring Head. 

Miss Lister (later mistress of Shibden Hall) 
wrote this vivacious account of a musical party at 
Spring Head. Miss Lister was 19, just the age to enjoy 
it. 

Monday June 26 1810. 
"At about one o clock, my father, mother and I went in 

a chaise to S.H. to pick up my Aunt Anne to go to a musical 
performance and grand fete at Miss Edwards, Spring Head 
Northowram. My Aunt Martha was eating her dinner, a little 
beef-steak when we got there, and seemed I thought a little 
better. About 2 o clock, my mother, aunt & I got into the 
carriage. As there were 3 of us my father walked from S.H, 
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"When we arrived at Spring Head, my Aunt Anne 
introduced us to Miss Edwards who when we had taken off 
our things ushered us into a very neat and rather small back 
room where however at 2 tables, 20 pair sat down very 
comfortably to a handsome cold collation which the hospitality 
of our good hostess took care should be amply provided. 

"Dr. Disney Alexander officiated as vice present with much 
conviviality and good humour & afterwards made an excellent 
master of the ceremonies, as we retired from the tables others 
succeeded us, till a little after 3 when the music struck up 
Rule Britannia which was sung by the Northowram singers, 
who with the neighbouring musicians formed the vocal and 
instrumental band. 

"The performance was divided into 2 acts, the first 
consisting of sacred, the second of profane music. The first 
and almost only female singer was a Miss Tankard, an 
inhabitant of the village, who sang very decently and had been 
a principal performer at an Oratorio given a short time before 
at Coley Chapel by the Northowram singers & musicians. The 
music went off well. The first sacred piece was the dicing Xtian 
to his soul. Between the acts we had an abundant variety of 
confectionery and about 20 kinds of excellent foreign wines. 
In about -- an hour or * the music was resumed but the young 
people expecting a dance & the evening coming, it being 
between 6 & 7, the second part after it was nearly half performed 
was concluded by 0 Nanny wilt thou gang wi me. 

"Besides the room in which the collation was served, 
there were two front rooms opened for our reception, one of 
which more particularly was finished and furnished in a style 
of taste & elegance perhaps unrivalled in the neighbourhood. 
The room was a moderate size with a large bow window to 
which a handsome fireplace was opposite. The floor was covered 
with an elegant carpet corresponding with the buff Turkish 
couches & the drapery which was most tastefully hung with 
the muslin curtains. The walls were finished in the foreign 
style, being alternately pannelled, the body of the pannel 
painted a sky blue and the carved edges white and papered 
with a beautiful French paper which with the neat comish 
at the top had altogether a novel and striking effect. Those 
of the company who preferred it as the day was perfectly 
favorable, had benches in front of the house, which situated 
on the summit of a lofty hill commands a fine view of the 
beautifully picturesque surrounding country. As soon as the 
music had ceased and the , instruements were removed the 
young gentlemen quickly rolled up the carpet and made away 
with every opposing chair & table. Their sense of touching 
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the fair fingers of their lovely partners seemed more acute 
than that of hearing the vibration of musical chords and their 
toes had long seemed in readiness to bound across the yielding 
plank. 

"About 20 couples danced, 10 in each room. One party 
was led by Dr. Disney Alexander and Miss Edwards niece to 
our hospitable hostess, the other by young Mr Moore of 
Brockwell & Miss Harriet Dyson of Willow Hall, whom some 
make the dear intended of Mr M. My Aunt went between 
7 & 8 and Miss Bagnold returned with about nine and John 
and I set her home. 

"The whole of company I understand did not seperate 
till after 2 in the morning, those who staid so late partook of a 
good & sociable supper. 

"The company consisted of about 60 of our most 
respectable people." 

The spelling is Miss Lister's own brand; so is 
the punctuation or lack of punctuation. Dr Alexander 
aš "vice present" should be vice-president: the word 
has been telescoped as so often happens when thought 
runs faster than the pen. 

Disney Alexander (aged 42) married Mary 
Edwards (aged 56) on July 18, 1811. Dr Alexandei 
"hung his hat up" at Spring Head. Mary was his 
second wife. The Marriage Settlement deed gives one 
more description of the property, namely, also all 
the other newly erected dwelling-house with out-
buildings, lately built by James Edwards, near to the 
house occupied by Mary Edwards; also seven closes 
of land and several cottages formerly occupied by 
William Swainson, attorney-at-law. 

Mrs Mary Alexander died in 1835 and in that year 
the doctor mortgaged the property for £1,000 to 
Elizabeth Greenwood of Cross Hills, Halifax. The 
cottage tenants were Luke Naylor, Joseph Sutcliffe, 
George Swift, Susy Riley, Mary Akroyd, Joseph 
Wilson. Spring Head: John Hanson; Anthony Wells: 
James Anderson. 

Dr Alexander died in 1844, intestate, and Hannah. 
his daughter by his first wife, inherited the property. 

I 



TWO NORTHOWRAM HOMESTEADS 93 

In 1865 she sold to Robert Edleston of Halifax, gentle-
man, for £2,020. The property was then described as 
the mansion-house in the occupation of Mrs Elizabeth 
Dorothea Sudworth, that other house, near to the said 
mansion-house, with the out-buildings, two cottages, 
situate behind that house, four cottages and dwelling-
houses at the Top of the Hough. 

On November 14, 1869, Robert Edleston sold to 
Alfred Foster of Prospect House, Clayton, for £2,350, 
Spring Head and cottages then in the occupation 
of Joseph Pickles and his under-tenants. Joseph Pickles 
subsequently built Rookes Mount, Norwood Green. 

Alfred Foster, M.A., of Spring Head died July 
10, 1873 and a window to his memory was placed in All 
Saints' Church, Skircoat, by his sister, Mrs S. P. 
Norris. During the Foster regime many additions were 
made to Spring Head; for example, a billiards room, 
butler's pantry, back kitchen, back staircase and a 
tower at the front. 

In 1862 Mr A. B. Foster of Queensbury purchased 
Northowram Hall, demolished it, built a new mansion 
purchased more land and laid out the grounds. A 
member of the Foster family of Queensbury informed 
me that these Northowram houses were enlarged and 
fitted up to serve as super-hostels to accommodate the 
cadets of Black Dyke. He himself had lived there up 
to the time of his marriage. He spoke with pride of the 
handsome equipages to be seen on the road between 
Northowram and Queensbury. In 1923 the Fosters 
sold Spring Head to Mr Hy Horsfall. They parted 
with Northowram Hall at the same time. 

I am indebted to Mrs Hy Horsfall and Mr A. 
Muff for much information about Spring Head. Among 
the nineteenth century tenants were William Oates, 
Charles F. Spencer and Major Tonson Rye. In 1940 the 
property was requisitioned by the military and after-
wards taken over by Halifax Corporation for storage 
purposes. 
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ONLY HOUSE 

Now that Professor A. H. Smith has reached his 
native West Riding in his survey of place-names he 
has provided us with some new and exciting gambits 
for our histories of local homesteads. He traces this 
site as far back as the year 1200, when it is possibly 
identical with Anele. Half a carucate in Anele in 
Yorkshire, held by Emma, widow of Warin de Vescy, 
is mentioned as having been taken into the King's hand 
for default in a plea against Hugh de Abbindon.' A 
carucate varied from 120 to 240 acres depending 
on the nature of the soil. We may estimate this half-
carucate in North owram to be about the area of Savile 
Park, in Halifax. 

In 1389 Anelay is mentioned in the Wakefield 
court rolls as "the lonely clearing ". The court was 
held at Rastrick when Margaret of Anelay transferred 
three acres, called the Bryeroid, to her son Thomas, 
the fine being 12d. Professor Smith gives the Anglo-
Saxon personal name Bryni, and says the later forms 
of the place-name have been influenced by the personal 
name Brian. The stream that divides the townships of 
Northowram and Hipperholme is named Brianscole-
broke in 1550. Only was the first house in Northowram, 
going west from the boundary brook. 

The first mention of a habitation is in the list of 
Northowram folk chargeable for the Hearth Tax in 
1665: "Occupiers of Oneley House, 3 chimneys ". Ten 
years later is the record of our earliest occupier, 
Jeremiah Watson. Oliver Heywood christened his son 
John on April 1, 1673, and his daughter Phoebe on 
January 31, 1675. In 1677 (June 12) Hannah, wife of 
Jeremiah Watson, was buried at Halifax and two years 
later, Jeremiah died of consumption, on March 23, and 
was buried at Halifax on March 25, 1679, aged twenty-
seven. The funerals from Only House went to Halifax 

1. Curia Regis Rolls, i, p. 115. 
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because Coley chapel-yard was not consecrated at this 
time. In 1701 Mr Ellison had to answer for burying 
persons there being unconsecrated ground. 

When John Hanson of Salterlea made his will on 
December 7, 1676, he bequeathed Only House to John 
Langley, clothier, Northowram, also £8 to be paid 
him within twelve months. On the other hand, Langley 
had to pay the funeral expenses and other church 
dues, four score pounds to John Wilby of Northowram 
and 40s. to John Wormall. Watson was evidently a 
tenant, and possibly also Richard Appleyard, the next 
occupier, whom Heywood describes as "our neigh-
bour ". 

The making of the Turnpike Road diminished the 
neighbourliness of the two houses and the present flow 
of traffic along A6036 puts a stop to neighbouring. 

"Richard Appleyard our neighbour at Only-house was 
buryed Jan 20, 1691-2, at Halifax, aged 45. 

1693, 17 April: marryed widow of Richard Appleyard, 
our neighbour to live in Lightcliff." 

Heywood chronicles a tragedy in the family. 
"Joshua Brook of Litteridg [Lightridge] near Fixby, that 

marryed Rich. Appleyard's daughter, going drunk from 
Halifax, Jan. 18, 1678/9, was found dead in the way home, 
with one foot in the stirrup, his horse standing over him, his 
wife is big of the 4th child, 3 living." 

"Under the influence" was a frequent cause of road 
fatalities. 

After Appleyard came Michael Boys, whose wife 
of Only House was buried at Halifax, Nov. 7, 1696. 
In 1697, on May day and the week following, Heywood 
records several fittings "in our neighbourhood  

among them 
"John Bentley removes from Heath in Skircoat to Only-

house near us." 
May 6, 1700: "rid down to Jon. Bentley's of Only house 

where we had a private fast for his wife great with child himself 
John Bury. Nathan Baxter prayed I preacht on Phi. 4, 6, 
prayd." The appropriate text was: The Lord is near; have no 
anxiety. On June 5: "then rid to John Bently's at Only-house, 
baptized his son John, we kept a day of thanksgiving. Tho. 
Bentley Tho. Gill prayd. I preacht on Gen. 29, 35—prayd--
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• discoursed—returned ". The text "And she conceived again 
and bare a son, and she said This time will I praise the Lord ". 

February 11, 1701-2: their daughter Mary was baptised. 
March 31, 1702: "John Bentley of only-house came, Jo. 

Craven helpt to weigh it—he paid me l2sh.-6 for 76 stone of 
hay at 2d. a stone, the first that ever I sold having parted with 
my horse." 

Five weeks later, the great man died. 
Oliver Heywood was on friendly terms with the 

curate of Coley Chapel, the Rev. Timothy Ellison. "Mr 
Tim Ellison came, sat 2 hours almost ". A week later 
"was disturbed by Mr Ellison coming for collection ". 
In 1700 Heywood was recording centenarians: 

"- Littleton in Rushworth dyed June, 1700 an 100 years 
old" and "Nathan Wood not dead, 103 years of age ". 
"Mr Ellison of Coley told me this day that a woman dyed 
at Bickerstaff in Lancs. of 105 years old, this is Aug. 27, 
1700." 

They had a dispute about the school in Northowram 
but it was amicably settled. He criticised Ellison's 
funeral sermon on Timothy Starkey, who died of the 
Brandy Plague and Heywood could not convince him 
of his sin. The text had been Psalm 116, v.15: 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord 
Is the death of his saints." 

In The Ti'mes of March 1, 1957 was an article on 
"Patronage in Dutch William's Reign." It was the 
story of the patron of a Midlands living, who happened 
to be a Quaker. Among the candidates was "an 
obsequious person called Ellison who writes from 
Halifax and has no hesitation in parading exceptional 
qualifications for the post. Only a few weeks ago he 
was preaching before the Archbishop of York. He 
plays (as he thinks) a strong card in displaying the 
greatest admiration for the Quaker way of life ". 

"Both for your own and for the people's satisfaction. I 
will bring with me testimonials under the best gentlemen's 
hands in our country of my diligence in the ministerial work 
and of my innonency [sic] of life and of my moderation. And 
likewise under the hands of your Worship's friends in these 
parts—whom I must confess to come th nearest to the primitive 
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and best Christians for humility, modesty, charity, exact justice, 
fidelity and regularity of life." 

"This dazzling catalogue of Quaker virtues failed 
to impress Sir John." 

In 1704 Joseph Holdsworth of Onley houses paid 
Li is. for the Land Tax. I do not think he was the 
owner-occupier, simply the landlord. 

"1715. Tho. Harrison's wife of Onely house died Oct. 30. 
1718 Robert Low's son, christened John at Onely House, 

Jan. 6, 1717-18." 
According to the Register he had lived at Scout 
before he came to Only House, and afterwards removed 
to High Cross. He was buried on October 2, 1727. 

1726. Edmund Tattersall of only house died January 27, 
1725-26. 

1728/9. Mary daughter of Widow Tattersall o'th'onely House 
buried 20 January. 

1737. Jonathan Tattersall of only house died Nov. 23. 
1734. Tho. Kitson of Clack Heaton & Dinah Tattersall of 
Only house married Oct. 14. 

1739. Edmund Woan married Hannah Worrall of Northowram 
June 15. Hannah d. Edmund Woan bap. at Onely house, 
Mar. 29, 1739. 

1725. Edmund Tattersall, church warden." 

Benjamin Dickinson removed from Spring Head 
and rebuilt Only House in 1757. Mr Pearson wrote, 

"the old sun dial, which was formerly in front of the 
house, but now [1891] lying on the ground, has the initials 
B.D.A. and the year 1757, and also the inscription Nosce 
teipsum (Know thyself) carved upon it." 

In one deed, Dickinson is described as a merchant. 
Onley House looks to us a most inconvenient place to 
carry on a merchanting business. But the Waterhouses 
were similarly handicapped at Rands (up Ranger 
Lane) before they moved to Well Head in Halifax. 

Dickinson served in these public offices for 
Northowram: Surveyor, 1757, 1761, 1762, 1768; 
Constable, 1760; Collector, 1766, 1767. In 1780 his 
name is on the list of those qualified to serve on juries. 
There were five merchants (including Benjamin 
Dickinson), eight gentlemen and nine yeomen. In 1788, 
he was present at a Vestry Meeting when it was 
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proposed to build a bridge across the Shibden Beck at 
Stump Cross. 

He was a prominent member of his father's 
church. In 1769 he sent this letter to Mr Priestley :-

"I cannot with tolerably convenience be at N.Owram 
this afternoon. But hope to see you and Mr Hesketh in the 
morning. I think it absolutely necessary to repair the roof of 
the meeting place and the sooner the better and desire you to 
promote the doing it immediately. I am ready to encourage 
the work as far as is in my power and have as under sent you 
am[oun]t of the subscriptions I have received towards it. I 
wish you good success in the undertaking and remain with kind 
respects to Mr Hesketh &c. 

B. DICKINSON." 

The letter is dated 16th which was a Sunday. It is 
more probable that the letter was sent on Saturday 
and "hope to see you and Mr Hesketh in the morning" 
meant that they would all be at the service. Mr 
Dickinson subscribed five guineas and added this 
P.S.—"In case the work cannot be completed without 
my farther assistance, I shall be very willing to make 
some small addition there to." 

In 1785 only Dickinson and another of the former 
trustees were living so another Trust Deed for the 
Chapel was executed. In 1785 he was a trustee for the 
School. I have quoted the letter in full from Mark 
Pearson's Northowram because a fire at the printers 
made it a rare book. 

Following the Waterhouse example Benjamin 
Dickinson moved to more central premises at Ellen 
Royd, at the foot of Range Bank near North Bridge, 
Halifax. I think the house has been demolished; it was 
a large handsome building with Venetian windows. Mr 
Dickinson transferred his church-membership to the 
Independent Chapel in Gaol Lane, familiarly known as 
Titus's Chapel. He and his family would find it easier 
to attend there than Heywood Chapel. Titus Knight, 
the minister, had charge of the Wesleyan Chapel in 
South Parade but had resigned because of a theological 
difference with John Wesley. About half of his former 

I 
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congregation followed him. There was a split at 
Northgate End Chapel and some of the conservative 
members (anti-Unitarian), such as Mr and Mrs James 
Kershaw, supported the cause in Chapel Fold. Others, 
living on the western side of Shibden Beck must, like 
the Dickinsons, have found the Halifax Independent 
Chapel nearer. Besides, Titus Knight was an out-
standing minister. 

The licence for Square Chapel to be a place of 
worship in 1772 was granted to Benjamin Dickinson. 
He gave 100 guineas to the building fund. 

"Ann, wife of Benj. Dickenson died 2d. May 1778, bur. at 
Northourum, the 5th, in the 60th year of her age. 
1788. Nancy daughter of Josuah and Hannah Dickenson, born 

1787 baptised July 2, 1788 at Ellen Royd House by Mr 
Knight. 

1798, February 16, died Benj. Dickenson of Ellen Royd near 
Halifax aged 78 years. 

1802, August 10. Mr Wm. Dickenson of Ellen Royde near 
Halifax died aged 54 years buried at Northowram Chaple." 

In 1788, 1789 and 1790 William had served as 
Constable for Northowram. 

The Rev. Mark Pearson, in a somewhat 
condescending style, says, "For many years, this farm 
was occupied by a highly respected and influential 
family by the name of Jagger ". Jeremiah Jagger 
(1758-1802) lived at Ash Tree, just north of Stone 
Chair. The Ordnance Survey map places it just over 
the boundary, in Shelf. His son, Thomas Jagger (1784-
1849), lived at Onley House. He married Elizabeth 
(1789-1864), the daughter of Reuben Stocks, of High 
Bentley. It is said that Elizabeth lived fifty years at 
Onley House after her marriage. 

John Jagger was Surveyor in 1797. In 1840 John 
Jagger of Onley House, stone merchant, was trustee of 
the Infant School and Miss Jagger was a teacher. In 
1852 William Jagger was on the committee of the 
Northowram Mechanics' Institution. A tea and 
meeting was held on August 23 when 120 were present. 
The tea was provided by the Misses Jagger of Only 
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House, the female teachers of the Institution. William 
Jagger was on the Highways Board in 1866 and when 
its duties were taken over by the new Local Board he 
was the first chairman and was re-elected the following 
year, 1867. He died on December 10, 1869, aged fifty-
three years; his wife, Eliza, died February 5, 1905, 
aged eighty-two years. 

The most famous son of Only House was John 
William Jagger (1859-1930), the South African states-
man. He was educated at Burnsall School, 

"the quaintest school, surely, that ever saw youngsters 
wrestle with the Rule of Three. The architecture is pure 
Elizabethan, and the white look of the limestone fits well the 
graceful severity of its style. In front of it is a garden, with the 
playground set in the midst of peonies and roses; on the left 
the school-house stands, quiet, orderly and self-contained. "2 

On his rail journeys to Bradford Jagger studied 
languages. He learnt his trade with the merchanting 
firm of A. & S. Henry, of this city. When he was 
twenty-one he went out to Cape Town and later started 
in business for himself and prospered steadily. 

"Temperamentally impervious to the suave oversea 
'atmosphere'. Jagger remained typically Yorkshire--
even typically "soft goods" throughout his life. When, 
but not before, an intense devotion to business had 
given him wealth, he addressed himself with equal 
energy to politics."' 

In 1902 he was elected for a Cape Town seat in 
the old Cape Legislative Assembly. He was again 
elected when the Union Parliament came into being, and 
became a member of Smuts' Cabinet as Minister of 
Railways and Harbours. An exacting employer and an 
unbending politician, he administered the railways 
precisely as he had managed his own business. His 
economies had involved dismissals which provoked 
resentment among railway employees throughout the 

2. Halliwell Sutcliffe (1899). 
3. The Times, June 21, 1930, 
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Union. Jagger resigned on the eve of the General 
Election in 1924. 

When he came to England he invariably visited 
Halifax and called on my father, and later on me. As 
a merchant he was a staunch Free Trader. The 
Government at one time compelled him to open a shoe 
manufactory against his business principles. He told 
me if he bought shoes, he knew the exact cost of each 
pair; if he made them, he was never certain how much 
they had cost. I also knew his mother when she lived in 
Waterloo Crescent, Halifax, and as a schoolboy I used 
to call to collect Cape of Good Hope stamps. J. W. 
Jagger gave a stained glass window in Coley Church 
to the memory of his father, William Jagger; and later 
another in memory of his mother, Eliza. 

The epilogue in The Times runs: "J. W. was 
universally respected for his enterprise and sagacity, 
his straight dealing and his strict life " . 

It is almost unbelievable, but The Tiines never 
hints at the following chapter of his public life; indeed 
it was unknown to me until early in 1963, when I 
accidentally discovered it. I was searching the Bodleian 
Library catalogue for a book by J. E. Jagger: the very 
next item was THE JAGGERITE. The title called to mind 
Edward Lear or Lewis Carroll: I had to read it. It 
was the annual house magazine of the University 
Library at Cape Town which, in his honour, is named 
the "J. W. Jagger Library of the University of Cape 
Town ". In No. 13 (July, 1951) of The Jagqerite is 
"Anniversary of a Capetonian's Generosity to the 
University of Cape Town ". 

It commemorates the fact that twenty-one years 
had passed since his death. He was the financial 
genius of the University Council from 1902 to 1930. 
In 1902 he gave £1,000 to the college appeal; and from 
1911 to 1914 £100 per annum for a Chair of Education. 
In 1922 he endowed the Jagger Professorship in. 
Economics with £30000. When the University 

fl 
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celebrated its centenary Jagger gave £26,000 to the 
University Centenary Development Fund, from which 
£500 a year was to be spent on English books of 
literature. He was most reluctant to accept an honorary 
degree and it was then they named the library. The 
John Rylands Library in Manchester is another 
example. 

Mr Immelman says that Jagger disliked any 
publicity connected with his work for the University— 
and we can well believe it. Cape Town University is 
the residuary legatee, according to his will—and he was 
a very rich man. His portrait by the late Professor 
John Wheatley, R.A., hangs in the University and 
there is a bronze bust in the Library. Perhaps the finest 
memorial is that the members of the Library staff are 
proud to call themselves "Jaggerites ". 

His brother was the Rev. James Edwin Jagger, 
M.A., rector of Merton, Surrey. He wrote Historical 
Notes on the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Merton, and Lord Nelson's Home and Life at Merton. 

William Jagger was proud of the old home. Once 
a year he sent his stone-wagons to the Low Moor Iron 
Works to be loadened with red shale from the furnaces: 
it was spread over the cart-way that led from Only 
House to the main road. That generation would have 
suggested a fine 'conversation piece' had they been 
born a little earlier, or an excellent social survey for the 
twentieth century. But they are too near us to be 
meticulously delineated. The Rev. M. Pearson wrote 
of Only House in 1898: "It is at present occupied by 
John Rhodes, a member of the Northowram School 
Board, while the owner is Michael Stocks, Esq." 

In the Halifax Weekly Courier and Guardian of 
January 24, 1959, is a detailed description, from an 
agricultural standpoint, of Onley House Farm. It was 
farmed by Mr Frank Harrison (Chairman of the 
Halifax Branch of the National Farmers' Union) and 
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his son, Mr George Harrison. The article makes a fitting 
supplement to W. B. Crump's The Little Hill Farm: 
Calder Valley, 1951. 



SQUIRE AUTY (1812-1870) 

BY J. T. WARD, M.A.,PH.D. 

MAr ANY nineteenth-century Bradford personalities 
are still remembered in monuments and history 
books. But the Industrial Revolution did not 

only promote the rise of new dynasties of entrepreneurs 
and politicians. Its debit account of dreadful working 
and living conditions provoked the emergence of a 
new class of social and civic reformers, whose work is 
less often recalled. One such reformer was Squire Auty. 

The son of Benjamin and Elizabeth Auty was born 
at Daw Green, Dewsbury, at 2-30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 19 1812, and was christened Squire in 
Dewsbury Parish Church on March 25.' He followed 
his parents into the local blanket trade, but left this 
unhealthy occupation at the age of twelve, when he 
was apprenticed to Mrs Goodchild, a printer in Chapel 
Lane, Bradford. Later he became a tradesman and 
auctioneer, with a provision shop in Manchester Road 
and a hosiery stall in the market. In 1836 he married 
Hannah, the twenty-year-old daughter of Samuel and 
Mary Haigh of Horton, by whom he had nine children 
(only threes of whom survived their infancy). Auty 
spent the rest of his life in Bradford. 

1 
Political interests soon attracted the struggling 

young shopkeeper, who became a staunch Tory 
Churchman. At the 1837 election John Hardy (the 
Liberal M.P. since • 1832) and William Busfeild (later 
W. B,. Ferrand) were the Tory candidates against Ellis 
Cunliffe-Lister (Hardy's fellow-Member) and Busfeild's 
uncle, another William, of Upwood. After a noisy 
campaign, young Busfeild's brother recorded, the show 
of hands on July 25 was "immeasurably in favour of 
Lister and Busfeild "-

"tho I can safely affirm that considerably above two-thirds 
of the Rank, Wealth and Intelligence of the Borough were in 

1. 1 am indebted to Mr J. M. Auty for information, 
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favour of Hardy and young Busfeild, the Conservatives. It was 
considered that between two and three thousand held up their 
Hands in their favour." 

At the poll two days later the Liberals won easily.2 
Auty had joined the losing party. 

His associations led Auty into the agitation for 
industrial reform, which was led in Bradford, as 
elsewhere, by Tory Churchmen. The local Short-Time 
Committee had been established in April 1831, and by 
1837 Auty had become its secretary. In January he 
called for a new campaign for the Ten Hours Bill, 
denied by the Whigs' Act of 1833. "The present 
Factory Act " , he told his "Fellow Workmen and 
Friends of the Factory Children ", 

"is a mockery of legislation, designed . . . to vex the 
humane factory Master, to drive him into the ranks of our 
opponents, to tease and irritate factory adult workers [and] to 
deprive the children of their full wages . . . ". 

He asked for wider support and financial help, and 
organised weekly meetings in Butterworth's Buildings, 
Sunbridge.3 

The factory campaign of the late 'thirties came to 
nothing, and in December, 1840, its leader, Richard 
Oastler, was imprisoned in London for debt. Auty 
joined a Bradford delegation to Oastler's creditor, 
Thomas Thornhill, who, however, refused to yield. 
The refoiuiers consequently raised money to provide 
comforts for their champion. On Easter Tuesday, April 
13, 1841, Auty organised a tea party in the Temperance 
Hall, Chapel Street, under Thomas Brook. Over 500 
"High and Low Churchmen, Methodists, Dissenters 
and Socialists" heard the speeches, tunes from the 
Royal Foresters band and an address from Auty. 
Oastler was delighted.' 

2. J. A. Busfeild: "A Brief Account of the Bradford Election, written 
in November and December, 1837" (Ferrand MSS., by courtesy 
of the late Col. G. W. Ferrand, O.B.E.). 

3. S. Auty: The Ten Hours Bill, Bradford leaflet, 13 Jan., 1837. 
4. Auty to Oastler, 14, reply, 21 Apr.;' Halifax Guardian, Leeds 

Intelligencer, Northern Star, 17 Apr.; Fleet Papers, 24 Apr., 1 May, 
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At the election of June 30, 1841, Auty 'plumped' 
for Hardy, who headed the poll; and in August he 
joined Matthew Balme (now the reformers' secretary) 
and William Walker, a sympathetic industrialist, in 
presenting an address to Lord Ashley at Leeds.' He also 
maintained a regular correspondence with Oastler, and 
at Christmas sent him £11 donated by Bradford 
operatives. As a Protectionist, he shared Oastler's 
hatred of the Anti-Corn Law League. In 1842 he 
supported Ferrand's campaign against the Truck 
system, and in February 1843 he alleged that a 
Huddersfield firm had deducted League subscriptions 
from workers' wages. If the League held open meetings 
in the West Riding, he told Oastler, it would lose every 
resolution.' 

In April 1843, Auty dispatched a three-hundred-
weight parcel to Oastler, by Pickford's carrier. He 
subscribed clothes and plum-pudding, and other gifts 
(of beef, sherry, preserves, sugar, tea, mutton, oat-cake 
and ham) came from William and Charles Walker, 
John Milner (a draper), Christopher Smith (a 
butcher), the newly-married Balme and Joshua 
Pollard, of Crow Trees, a Tory ironmaster and 
chairman of the Yorkshire factory reformers. Men of 
all parties had contributed, wrote Auty, because 
Oastler was "a man of principle " , a true Tory 
Churchman; few would give anything to "that 
weather-cock politician" Sir James Graham, the 
Conservative Home Secretary.' 

Like Oastler, Auty profoundly suspected the 
liberalism of Peel's Government. His ideal politician 
was Ferrand, M.P. for Knaresborough, a factory 
reformer, Protectionist and bitter opponent of the 1834 
Poor Law. On March 5 1843 Auty presided over a 

5. Bradford Borough Election . . . Poll Book (Bradford, 1841); Fleet 
Papers, 21 Aug., 1841. 

6. Fleet Papers, 25 Dec., 1841, 16 July, 10 Sept., 1842, 4 Feb., 25 Mar., 
1843. 

7, Ibid., 6 May; Auty to Oastler, 14, reply, 25 Apr. 1843, 
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meeting of the Bradford Operative Conservative 
Association in John Wade's 'New Inn', to thank 

"that champion of the working classes . . . for his bold, 
unflinching and persevering conduct, in successfully opposing 
th introduction of tread-mills into the accursed union bastiles 
[sic], and thereby frustrating the wicked designs of the three 
despotic 'Kings' of Somerset House [the Poor Law 
Commissioners], and their master (or servant), Sir James 
Graham, and likewise for exposing to the world, through the 
British House of Commons, in full glare, the Addingham 
factory case, with all its horrors and cruelties, in connection 
with the New Poor Law." 

The Tory operatives praised Ferrand's8 
"manly and straightforward conduct in support of the 
Working Classes of the community, and his energetic 
condemnation of the attempts made to introduce into the 
Union Workhouses Machinery inconsistent with the Laws of 
this Country, and offensive and degrading to humanity." 

Auty made certain that Peel himself knew of his views. 
He condemned Graham's "Twelve Hours Bill" of 
1843—which, he told the Premier, really involved a 
sixteen and a half or seventeen hours' day. In May he 
gained many manufacturers' support for "Ten Hours" 
petitions, but, he wrote, 

"I laboured hard, during the last election, to place you 
and your colleagues in office; but if this is the order of the day, 
then farewell Conservatism!" 

As a Sunday school superintendent, Auty knew of 
the effects of long hours on children; and as an 
elector in Bradford and the West Riding, he told Peel, 
he had "wrought disinterestedly in the factory cause 
these last six or seven years." 

ii 

Auty's political and social interests were linked by 
his Anglican beliefs. When Oastler condemned one 
Russell, a priest who was now an unpopular prison 
inspector, Auty told him 

"I have been a Churchman all my life, but such acts as 
these from those who profess to be successors to the Apostles 

8. J. Wade to Ferrand, 5 Mar. (Ferrand MSS.); Fleet Papers, 6 May, 1843. 
9. Auty to Sir R. Peel, 23 May; Fleet Papers, 27 May, 1843. 
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completely disgust me. Oh! Sir, how my blood boils while 
I write this." 

He contrasted Russell with their mutual friend, G. S. 
Bull, who had left Bradford in 1840: 

"When your own Parson Bull, as you call him, was here, 
he was continually going about doing good, not tormenting 
people. I have been out on a stormy winter's night, at 11 or 
12 o'clock, visiting the abodes of wretchedness and misery, and 
when he found these cases out he would scarcely let his 
sleep depart before he had some person off, either with food 
for them, or, if naked, with clothing, or, if without bedding, 
as it was winter time, with blankets, or quilts, or sheets, or 
anything they wanted, for he knew the whole concern as well 
as any woman . . . ". 

Oastler agreed that "a greater disgrace to a nation or 
a church cannot be found than the different rewards 
of those two men—Bull and Russell."0 

The motivation of the Factory Movement remained 
largely moral and religious. In August 1843 Auty told 
Ashley of an overworked child at his Sunday school 
and of the growth of immorality in Bradford." In the 
autumn a new effort began to pay off Oastler's debts. 
Ferrand opened the campaign on November 22 at the 
Huddersfield Philosophical Hall, when Auty seconded 
the motion for the formation of 'Oastler Liberation 
Committees', joined the Yorkshire Central Committee 
at Brighouse and donated a guinea-" 

Auty took a considerable part in Ferrand's 
subsequent campaign. On November 27 he joined 
Ferrand, William Walker and the Bradford clergy in 
the Temperance Hall, and declared that Oastler had 
twice been offered his freedom in return for pledges on 
his future activities. He told the enthusiastic audience 
that Oastler's release was vital for the cause; and he 
and his wife each contributed another guinea.'3 On 
December 5 Auty spoke in the Keighley Working Men's 

iO. Fleet Papers, 19 Aug., 1843. 
ii. Ibid., 9 Sept.; Auty to Ashley, 22 Aug., 1843. 
12. Leeds Intelligencer, Halifax Guardian, 25 Nov., 1843. 
13. Bradford Observer, 30 Nov., Leeds Intelligencer, Halifax Guardian, 

2 Dec., 1843. 
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Hall, praising Oastler and "Ten Hours" and 
condemning the Poor Law. Two poor families gave him 
gifts for Oastler." When Ferrand was late in arriving 
at Sheffield Town Hall on the 29th, Auty apologised 
to the rowdy meeting, and gave a long speech on his 
usual themes.'5 

On January 22 1844 Ferrand addressed a rally 
of Irish Churchmen in the Dublin Rotunda. From the 
crowded platform, Auty and the Rev. R. P. Blakeney 
of Nottingham secured the workers' support. The Irish 
operatives' attitudes delighted Auty, with his Evan-
gelical opinions. The Dublin men were equally pleased 
with Ferrand's Parliamentary defence, and on April 9 
their leader, the Rev. Tresham Gregg, presented 
Ferrand with a gold box at a Bradford meeting, from 
which Roman Catholic hecklers were expelled. The 
Rev. L. Howarth, curate of Pudsey, presided, and Auty 
seconded the vote of thanks.'6 

With money raised at the 'Liberation' meetings 
and borrowed from Beckett's Bank at Leeds, Oastler's 
debts were paid, and "the Factory King" was released 
on February 12. The reformers then campaigned in 
support of Ashley's amendment to Graham's new Bill. 
The first rally, only "tolerably well attended ", was 
chaired by Pollard in the Bradford Temperance Hall on 
March 5, when Auty, in an "energetic" speech, praised 
Ashley's proposal and its clerical supporters. When 
Oastler addressed a large meeting outside the 
Temperance Hall on April 9, Auty and Howarth 
proposed thanks to Ashley, Ferrand, Oastler and other 
leaders." But, despite wide campaigning and some 
Parliamentary victories, the reformers were unsuccessful 
for three further years. Only in 1847 was the Ten Hours 
Bill finally passed. 

14. Leeds Intelligencer, Halifax Guardian, 9 Dec., 1843. 
15. Sheffield Mercury, 6 Jan., 1844. 
16. Saunders's News-Letter, 24 Jan., 23 Feb.; Leeds Intelligencer, 13 

Apr., 1844. 
17. Leeds Intelligencer, 9 Mar.,; The Times, 11 Apr., 1844. 
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Auty had played a considerable part in the long 
agitation for this important reform. His work was 
remembered. When Oastler's secretary, the Radical 
Samuel Kydd, published the first history of factory 
reform in 1857, he noted that" 

"For many years Mr Auty has been the supporter of 
factory regulation; in politics he may be briefly designated "an 
Oastlerite "; he is an active politician in his own neighbourhood, 
and is remarkable for perseveringly maintaining what he believes 
to be the truth, without regard to opposition; he was personally 
attached to Mr Oastler, a circumstance which gave additional 
zeal to his labours and fitted him to be the useful ally of 
Mr Ferrand in their labour of love." 

iii 

Auty gradually accumulated enough capital to set 
up a printing business. His prime motive seems to have 
been a desire to further his religious views. He had 
become a strong Orangeman, partly, no doubt, through 
meeting Irish Churchmen—and perhaps through the 
influence of Dr John Burnet, who became Vicar of 
Bradford in 1847 and was a graduate of Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

Orangeism had begun in 1795, after bitter religious 
struggles, as an Irish defensive organisation against 
Roman Catholic sympathisers with the French. The 
Irish Grand Lodge was formed in 1797, and the 
organisation soon spread to England, firstly to 
Lancashire through Army lodges. A Bradford lodge 
was established early in the nineteenth century, and 
the English Grand Lodge was formed at Manchester 
in 1808. In 1820 the Duke of York became the second 
Grand Master, and the body became the 'Royal 
Orange Institution', centred on London. Official 
disapproval soon caused York's resignation, and for 
some time the organisation waned, under regular 
attack; the Irish society closed in 1825. But the Duke 
of Cumberland became Grand Master of the 'Loyal 

18. 'Alfred' (S. Kydd): The History of the Factory Movement (London, 
2 vols., 1857), ii, 194; see J. T. Ward: The Factory Movement, 
1830-1855 (London, 1962), passim. 
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Orange Institution of England' in 1827 and of the 
revived Irish body in 1828. After an adverse Parlia-
mentary Report in 1835, however, the King promised 
to discourage Orangeism, and Royal patronage was 
again withdrawn. The Irish Grand Lodge was 
dissolved in 1836, but in 1846 the Irish and Ulster 
organisations were fully revived under the 3rd Earl of 
Enniskillen. Two years previously two English systems 
—the Liverpool Grand Orange Lodge and the Grand 
Protestant Confederation—had amalgamated as the 
'Grand Protestant Association of Loyal Orangemen', 
also under Lord Enniskillen. By 1855 there were almost 
2,000 lodges. 

Yorkshire was well represented among senior 
officers of this militant organisation. Burnet was joint 
'Grand Chaplain', and William Kelly of Shipley, S. 
Binder of Barnsley, Welbury Mitton of Bradford, John 
Wainford of Halifax and Joseph Mitton of Baildon 
were deputies. John Wood of Halifax and John Farren 
of Pudsey were respectively 'Deputy Grand Master of 
the 2nd Class' and 'Grand Treasurer Bradford 
lodges conducted their affairs in the 'Pack Horse', 
Bee Hive', 'Golden Lion', 'Old Crown', 'Royal 

Engineer', 'Fleece', 'King's Arms', 'Hand and 
Shuttle', 'Lord Nelson', 'Green Man', 'Waggon and 
Horses' and 'Spinners' Arms' taverns. 

In 1848 Auty published the Blue Book of British 
Manufacturers, a counterblast to the Radical Black 
Book of Sinecures and Pensions, which, he pointed 
out, was very selective in its targets. While the Church's 
income was attacked, dissenters and Roman Catholics 
quietly received public money; Auty published figures 
given by John Fielden, which denied nonconformists' 
"vaunted boasting of their infallible Voluntary 
System ". And while defending the Church, he 

19. (R. M. Sibbett): Orangeism in 
(London, 1939 edn., 2 vols.), i, 
ii, 27, 145-226, 264-6, 269-70, 
see G. D. Burtchaell and T. U. 

Ireland and throughout the Empire 
285, 300, 358, 479, 481-2, 486, 688, 
272-3, 318-9. On Burnet (1801-70), 
Sadleir: Alumni Dublinenses (1935). 

ill 
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delivered a Tory answer to Free Trade and franchise 
arguments.2° Nine thousand copies were quickly sold, 
in two editions. 

Religious controversy became increasingly import-
ant to Auty. He supported Orange opposition to 'Papal 
aggression' over the establishment of a Roman Catholic 
hierachy in Britain, and started to publish Evangelical 
tracts. In January 1851, allegedly at Burnet's 
suggestion, he started his monthly Orange and 
Protestant Banner. With a cover-portrait of William 
III, the Banner defended The Protestant Religion 
and Liberties of England ", primarily by warring 
against Rome. In May Oastler founded his weekly, The 
Home, "devoted to the support of Christian and 
Constitutional Principles" and sharing Auty's hopes 
of social reform and fears of "the encroachments of 
Popery ". Auty subscribed to the journal, and, he 
assured Oastler, carried it with him everywhere; in 
return, O'astler publicised Auty's series." For Auty, 
another active period was opening. 

iv 
Auty remained a Protectionist. In June 1851 he 

told Oastler that he was ashamed to be represented by 
Cobden and Colonel Perronet Thompson, in the Riding 
and Bradford, and that Free Trade had brought the 
worst trade for twenty years. He bitterly condemned 
League hecklers and Peel, "that traitor of all traitors ". 
But when he solicited Oastler's help for the 1852 
election, Oastler could obtain no Protectionist speakers 
to support the Bradford candidates. 22 During that year 
Auty published The National Protestant and Orange 
Minstrel—" a collection of Loyal and Constitutional 
Songs, Hymns, Recitations, etc., original and select ". 

20. S. Auty: The Blue Book of the British Manufacturers; or, the Money-
Monger's true picture: a companion to the Black Book (London, 1848), 
6, 9, 11, seq.; W. Scruton: Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old Bradford 
(Bradford, 1889), 235. 

21. The Home, 3 May, 25 Oct., 8 Nov.; Auty to Oastler, 1 Nov., 1851. 
22. The Home, 21 June, 5 July; Auty to Oastler, 23 June, 1851; Oastler 

o Auty, 1 July, 1852 (Bradford City Library collection). 
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It was dedicated to Enniskillen, who, on his death in 
1886, bequeathed as heirlooms "King William's trunk, 
mustard pots and spurs "•23 The forty-five-year-old 
Earl was henceforth one of Auty's heroes; but old 
friends were not forgotten. 

In September 1852 Oastler visited William 
Walker at Boiling Hall, meeting Bradford reformers 
who had raised £684 for the Infirmary since 1847. He 
urged them to work for a restoration of the full Ten 
Hours Act (which Ashley—now Earl of Shaftesbury— 
had deserted) ; but, to his "inexpressible grief ", on 
April 15 1853 Walker and Pollard persuaded the 
Yorkshire committee, under Burnet, to refuse further 
agitation. On April 26 George Demain, an often 
unemployed former secretary of the local committee, 
revived the campaign at a Temperance Hall rally." 
But Oastler was concerned. "It is refreshing," he told 
Auty in August, 

"to know that there is, here and there, an old, true friend 
left. For truly, this is an age in which even Friendship too often 
runs into weeds . . . How happens it that your Vicar is sailing 
in Ashley's coalboats? I cannot understand how our former 
friends Walker and Pollard should have struck their colours!" 

He hoped that Auty's "truly Loyal and Christian 
periodical." had better success than his own. A week 
later he again "wondered upon what principle of 
reasoning his fond friend Mr W. Wiker could be a 
Protectionist and be opposed to a restriction of the 
moving power ", in industry. 25 

In August 1853 Ferrand founded his 'Lancashire 
Yorkshire and Cheshire Labour League', pledged to 
Protection and "Ten Hours ". Its "principles and 

23. Orange and Protestant Banner, Aug., 1853; Complete Peerage, V. 

(London, 1926), 83. 

24. The Home, 2-30 Oct., 1852, 7, 14 May, 1853; Halifax Guardian, 16 
Apr., 1853. 

25. Oastler to Auty, 14, 22 Aug., 1853 (Bradford City Library). 
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objects . . . ", Auty told Oastler, 26 
"seem to me to be just what is wanted for the present 
times. They mean real and substantial benefits for the working 
classes of this country, in opposition to Cobden and Co's flimsy, 
hollow and delusive free-trade league. But will the working 
men believe in it? The old cuckoo cry of "Tory trick ", or some 
other, will, no doubt, be raised by the enemies of the "workies  

and, I fear, will, as usual, succeed." 
He had distributed placards for The home around 
Bradford. But the publicity did Oastler's heavily pious 
journal little good; and Auty was sadly correct about 
reactions to Ferrand's League. 

V 

While the last "Ten Hours" campaigns failed, 
Auty turned increasingly towards Orangeism. During 
1853 he toured Ireland and Scotland, with his "good 
friend and Brother, Booth Mason, Esq. ". The Banner— 
" the only journal published in defence of their good 
cause"—was widely toasted at the alcoholic celebra-
tions of July 12. Auty missed the Bradford events 
(including a near-riot at the 'Spinner's Arms', "in the 
midst of Irish Popery"), but attended Dundee and 
Edinburgh meetings, where his vindication of "our 
glorious founder, King William III, from foul 
calumny" was strongly praised. His articles ranged 
from historical essays and moral tales to vitriolic 
attacks on 'Papist' beliefs, morality and practices. 27 

Auty was constantly vigilant. Finding Roman 
Catholics active at Scarborough in September 1854, he 
contributed a warning letter to The Home, on "Popery 
in our Seaports "28 On February 18 he issued the first 
number of the Bradford Times - "mainly an 
advertising medium" - which was owned and edited 
by an eccentric fifty-two-year-old Tory Churchman, 

26. The Home, 20, 27 Aug., 1853. On the earlier history of factory 
reform in Bradford, see my articles, "Matthew Balme (1813-1884), 
Factory Reformer" (Bradford Antiquary, N.S. xl, May, 1960) and 
"Bradford and Factory Reform" (Bradford Textile Soc. Journal, 
1960-61). 

27. Orange and Protestant Banner, Aug., 1853. 
28. The Home, 14 Oct.; Auty to Oastler, 27 Sept., 1654. 
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John Wood, a sélif -educated handloom weaver who 
had become a teacher, Poor Law overseer, postmaster 
and journalist. In 1852 Auty had printed Wood's 
twenty-page paper on The Life and Death of Eliza 
Jowett. But Wood was ruined by shortage of capital, 
and the Times closed after a few weeks. He published 
his autobiography in 1877, and died in the Bradford 
workhouse in 1878. 29 

Later in 1854 Oastler visited Bradford, re-
establishing cordial relations with Walker and 
Pollard, who aided The Rome's precarious finances. 
In February 1855 he advocated a County meeting on 
the wretched conditions of the Crimean troops.3° But 
financial losses compelled him to close The Home on 
June 30. However, Auty's Banner continued to publish 

"original Articles in Defence of the British Constitution 
in Church and State; a Monthly Summary of Orange Meetings 
and Demonstrations; Historical Contributions interesting to the 
Patriot and Christian; and . . . an exhaustless Fund of 
entertaining and instructive Reading for the Fireside." 

Auty also re-published his Minstrel (dedicated to 
Enniskillen and his deputy, W. B. Gates, and Dr 
Burnet) and "a cheap edition of Dens' Theology ". He 
sold the Evangelical works of Oastler's friend, J. Duff 
Schomberg, Vicar of Polesworth, and, he announced, 

"executed every description of work in the business, such 
as contribution cards, club rules, circulars, Invoices, posting 
and hand-bills, &c., &c., in a manner calculated to give general 
satisfaction." 

The Banner warred against most politicians—the 
"treason" of the "Puseyite Peelites" (Graham, 
Gladstone and Herbert), "the Russian Cobden" (" an 
enemy to everything British "), the "Papist" Russell 
and the "Jesuit" Palmerston. Auty demanded 

"No coquetting with Jesuits, nor traitors of any description 
—let us all stand boldly for our Queen, our Country and our 

29. Butler Wood: "The Bradford Newspaper Press" (Bradford Antiquary, 
N.S., iii, July, 1907); Leeds Mercury Weekly Supplement, 19 Oct., 
1901; J. N. Dickons: A Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets, &c., published 
at Bradford (Bradford, 1895), 163-4, 206. 

30, The Home, 10, 24 Feb., 10 Mar., 5 May, 1855, 

III 
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Homes; the Altar, the Throne and the Cottage, say we, in 
opposition to the machinations of Jesuits and traitors, called 
by whatever name. We must never rest satisfied until all such 
are driven from office . . . 

The establishment at Stonyhurst recalled Counter-
Reformation horrors to the Banner, which attacked 
Transubstantiation, the Papacy, "Pope Joan ", idol-
worship, Jesuit education and aristocratic families 
which "disgraced their ancestral bearings, by truckling 
to the Man of Sin and Son of Perdition 

During 1855 Auty also published an eighteen-page 
pamphlet entitled Jealousy, or the Two Lovers: A 
Story, by John Wilcock of Manningham (the author 
of several 'improving' stories and poems), and a 
twopenny Orange and Protestant Al'rnanack. In 
October Auty represented the executive committee at 
a Liverpool Orange meeting, and "was received with 
enthusiasm that only Orangemen knew ". He proved, 
"beyond all doubt, from high legal authority, that the 
Masonic Order and the Loyal Orange Association were 
the only legalised societies at present in existence in 
England ". Allegations in the Banner that a local 
member was "a Jesuit spy" had caused bitter 
arguments between the Liverpool Institution of Loyal 
Orangemen and the local Association branch, which 
Auty tried to quieten—" they had enough to do to fight 
against their common enemy, Popery ", and any 
dissenter was "a traitor to the principles of Vim. 3rd., 
of Glorious, Pious and Immortal Memory ". Auty's 
reorganisation of the vital Liverpool district was widely 
praised, and the Banner joyfully printed its usual pieces 
on 'The War and Popery', 'Popish Immorality' and 
'The Fifth of November'. The Institution and the 
Association finally amalgamated in 1876.32 

Auty worked hard for the Orange movement, and 
regularly urged the formation of women's lodges. "One 
good woman is worth three good men," he told the 

31. Orange and Protestant Banner, July, 1855. 
32. Ibid., Oct., Nov., 1855; Dickons, op. cit., 240; Sibbett, op. cit., ii 481. 
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Dundee body; and he hoped that London lodges would 
follow Liverpool's tea parties, for British women 

"hold a proud pre-eminence above the nations of the world 
for virtue, morality, industry, talent, and we need scarcely add 
beauty, and for this position they are indebted under God 
to William the 3rd, because he destroyed the influence of 
that blight to purity—priestcraft." 

Auty was secretary and treasurer of the Bradford 
district, and he was toasted at many celebrations of 
William III's birthday, marriage and landing at 
Torbay, and of "the providential deliverance from the 
Gunpowder Plot ". November 1855 was a specially 
active month. On the 15th Auty addressed the York 
lodge and next day presided over the inaugural meeting 
at Pocklington, delivering "a thorough explanation of 
Orange principles in defence of Church, Queen and 
Constitution, in opposition to popery"; he was 
delighted to find local young Ulstermen "thoroughly 
principled and prepared to battle popery in its own 
den ". On the 24th he toasted William III at Houghton 
Green, and on the 25th joined the Ashton lodges at 
Denton church. He attended the half-yearly Bradford 
meeting on the 26th, reporting an income of £125 18s. 
7'd. and expenditure (mainly on burial and sickness 
benefits) of £107 us. 2d. 33 

Irish events roused the Banner against "Irish 
Murderers and their Sacerdotal Accomplices' (after the 
brutal murder of Miss Hinds). The "providential and 
miraculous escape of Lord Enniskillen and 800 
Fermanagh Protestants" from a "diabolical attempt 
to upset [their] train" in 1854 was celebrated in 
rhyme .14 The Banner reported activities in America, 
Canada and Australia. And Auty urged English lodges 
to oppose Maynooth College grants and nunneries and 
to end divisions which drove "many respectable parties' 

out of their ranks . . . through the insults, to say 
the least of it, they had received . . . " ; for the sake 

33. Orange and Protestant Banner, Aug., Dec., 1855, 
34. See Sibbett, op. cit., ii, 443-s, 
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of the cause, drones and cheats must be expelled. 
Auty also took an active part in Bradford religious 

affairs. When "the blustering, bullying Dr Cahill" 
was announced to appear, Auty printed "10,000 hand-
bills for free distribution ", recalling Cahill's anti-
English letters and efforts to disrupt the Anglo-French 
alliance. He also published papers to drive him from 
Keighley and Halifax. In 1865 he issued an eight-page 
account of a presentation to James Hird, a Bradford 
poet.. And he attacked any signs of Tractarianism in 
the Church of England; Anglican priests adopting 
'Puseyite' practices appeared to be 'traitors'. When 
the Bishop of Oxford (Samuel Wilberforce) and Vicar 
of Leeds (W. F. Hook) visited Bradford in 1858, Auty 
published a placard entitled Down with Tractarian-
'ism! Down with Confession! Wilsden church and S. 
Jude's, Manningham, under Canon Eddowes (social 
reformer though he was), were bitterly condenmed. 35 
Auty's Evangelical and Orange services were recognised 
on July 16 1860, when Lord Enniskillen presented him, 
on behalf of the Grand Protestant Association, with a 
silver tea and coffee service, "for his unwearied 
exertions in the cause of Orangeism for the last twelve 
years ". 

vi 
The little Milergate business gradually expanded, 

and Auty built up his printing works in Kirkgate. He 
met his hero, Oastler, at Boiling Hall in June 1861, but 
arrived at Harrogate on August 22 just before 'the Old 
King' died. Auty sadly attended Bull's sermons and 
O.stler's funeral at Kirkstall on August 30; and he 
published a biography of "the greatest man of his 
day ", with obituary notices and Bull's panegyrics .36 

35. Orange and Protestant Banner, Dec., 1855; Dickons, op. cit., 72, 
154; Rev. Leonard Dawson: "The Earlier Daughter Churches of 
Bradford Parish Church" (Bradford Antiquary, N.S., iii, 13: Oct., 1909). 

36. S. Auty, G. S. Bull: Sketch of the Life of the late Richard Oastler 
(Bradford, 1861), 5; Leeds Intelli'encer, 31 Aug., 1861, 

4 
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Through his many local activities, "the Squire" 
became a well-known Bradford figure. In 1850 he had 
been elected to the town council, as a member for the 
Bowling ward; but, rather surprisingly, he only served 
for two years. Philanthropic causes attracted both his 
money and his campaigning instincts. In 1857 he was 
a founder-member of the Tradesmen's Benevolent 
Institution, "for the relief [of] indigent tradesmen and 
professional men, their widows and unmarried females, 
and other persons reduced to poverty and incapable of 
providing for themselves ". He strongly supported 
Peel Park and the Infirmary, and secured substantial 
help for both from the Orangemen. He also aided the 
Old Choral Society. But his "pet charities ", according 
to later writers, were the Eye and Ear Hospital, the 
Institute for the Blind and the Institution for the 
Deaf and Dumb. 37 

However, Orange activities continued to be Auty's 
dominant interest. In 1863 he issued the seventy-page 
Autq's Orange and Protestant Melodist: consisting 
of Constitutional Songs, c. During 1864 and 1865 
he battled with the Bradford Tractarians—" those 
Jesuits in disguise "—condemning every Anglo-
Catholic venture and complaining to the Bishops of 
Ripon and Manchester and to Archdeacon Musgrave of 
Halifax. The eccentric 'Father Ignatius' and his 
English Benedictines, Puseyism (" that spawn of the 
unclean beast"), the "revolting, disgusting, obscene, 
filthy, abominable" practice of Confession, the Fenian 
Movement and "popish, Puseyite, monkish, vagabond, 
lazy, idle, filthy" monasteries and nunneries were 
regular targets. But a sermon by Canon Clayton of 
Cambridge so delighted Auty that he reprinted extracts 
for wide circulation; and he rejoiced when Burnet 
drove the Puseyites from the parish church and closed 
their S. Peter's Church Union. 38 

37. Dickons, op. cit., 220; John Mayhall: Annals of Yorkshire (London, 
1878), iii, 317-8. 

3S. Qrane and PrQretint &inner, 1 Feb., 1 May, 1 June, 1 July, 186, 
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- In partnership with his eldest son, Auty continued 
to issue controversial papers. He periodically published 
Extracts from. "Peter Dens" on the nature of 
confession and the obligation of the seal, a forty-eight 
page pamphlet which reached its fifth edition in 1861. 
In 1866 there appeared lines (allegedly by the Rev. P. 
S. O'Brien) on the Distribution of Prizes to Sunday 
Scholars [at] S. Thomas' Church—a satire which 
offended William Rand. 39 Three years later Auty 
published eight pages on Ritualism at Wilsden, 
claiming that the incumbent had dismissed teachers 
and choristers for joining a Whit Monday Protestant 
Association rally. He also printed the annual reports 
of the Yorkshire Church Association, part of a 
national body formed in 1865 to combat "ritualism " . 

These works were assisted by A. B. Hopper, a solicitor's 
clerk, who contributed fourteen verses on 'The Ghost 
of Augustine on the present state of the Church' to 
the Wilsden paper and was the author of pamphlets on 
clerical visiting, the redemption of criminals, Temper-
ance and More than half-way to Rome, or what is 
Ritualism. Such Evangelical blasts were supplemented 
by Auty's publication in 1870 of an address to local 
Tory workmen on The present state and future 
prospects of Conservatism, by J. E. Dibb, the registrar 
of deeds at Wakefield. 40 

Auty became a Freemason in S. Hild's Lodge of 
South Shields in December 1868. But in the late 'sixties 
he was most energetically engaged in the defence of the 
Church of Ireland from Gladstonian spoliation. The 
Banner regularly defended the Irish Anglicans, and 
a new Black Book was answered by a "ninth edition" 
of the Blue Book, in July 1868—published, wrote Auty, 

"for no Party purposes whatever; we stand to principle— 
and principle only . . . we have thrown party politics overboard 
long ago." 

39. Dickons: op. cit., 8, 237; Bradford Observer, 5 Apr., 1866, 
40. Dickons, op. cit., 162, 203, 75, 40, 
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But Auty. developed his religious ideas: grants to 
Romanists and dissenters were "a disgrace to the 
country "; the Church received only its legal income; 
and the Reformation was an extensive and searching 
purification ", rather than the establishment of a new 
and till then unknown faith ". While Roman Catholics 
engaged in "turmoil, discord, sedition and rebellion ", 
persecution and Republicanism, Britain had unwisely 
afforded "asylum for dark plotting emissaries of dark-
ness and blood "—the sinister, "dark, Popish Jesuitical 
body"; and both Rome and Dissent were "dipping 
deeply into the taxpayers' purse ". Auty stoutly 
defended the property rights of the Irish Church—the 
"old Catholic Church of Ireland " , founded by S. 
Patrick—while condemning the vast incomes received 
by Whig aristocrats from former monastic properties. 
He favoured "a fair distribution of Church property ", 
however—" no starving, poverty-stricken curates, 
while the dignitaries of the Church are living in luxury 
and faring sumptuously every day ". And he 
condemned the use of endowments for 

"Popery in the shape of Ritualism or Puseyism, Infidelity 
in the shape of Colensoism, and a disbelief of some portions 
of the Word of God, as contained in essays and reviews, written 
by clergymen of the Church of England." 

Puseyism was merely a "theatrical, pantomimic aping 
of Popery"; but the Church of Ireland was a pure, 
reformed Church, without any public grant or formerly 
Romanist property.4' 

Bradford's opposition to Gladstone's disendowment 
and disestablishment of the Irish Church reached its 
peak at a great meeting of the Yorkshire Church 
Institute in the S. George's Hall on June 10 1869— 
by which time nonconformist opinion was more 
interested in an Anglican disestablishment than in an 

41. S. Auty: The Blue Book, containing the Origination of Church 
Property, both in England and Ireland . . . (Bradford, 1868), iii, iv, 6, 
7, 12, 14, 17, 26, 40-4, 47-8. The British Museum contains a" thirteenth 
edition ", published in 169, 
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Anglican lead against Rome. However, Auty supported 
Ferrand's thundering denunciations of "a Popish 
revolution" and of some secret alliance between 
Gladstone and the Ultramontanes. Bitter arguments 
followed these charges, and police had to clear angry 
Liberals from the Hall's approaches. 42 Gladstone's 
success was a bitter blow. And equally disappointing 
was the loss of support for the Banner, which led to 
its discontinuance. The last issue rebuked readers in 
a valedictory lament 

"Shame on our loyal Orangemen, the valiant and the true, 
Two hundred thousand noble sons, the purple and the blue! 
Why let your noble Banner fall amid the Papal cheers, 
After floating in the breeze for more than eighteen years. 
Have ye no pence, just one penny a month, to buy such sterling 

lines, 
When ye are spending vastly more at Bacchus' ugly shrines; 
Or blowing off in stinking smoke more than two pence a day, 
Which truly every wise man knows is worse than thrown away!" 

The founders did not long survive their journal. Dr 
Burnet died at Ambleside on March 5 1870. And, after 
suffering from lingering bronchitis and rheumatism, 
Auty followed, at 27 Richmond Road, on May 26; he 
was interred in Bierley Chapel. 

vii 
As a "staunch Tory and Orangeman of the old 

school ", Auty was known throughout the Kingdom. 
If his religious passions were often outrageous, it must 
be remembered that acrimonious debate was no 
prerogative of Orangemen; robust controversy was 
general, and certainly Auty represented a considerable 
body of opinion in nineteenth-century Bradford. The 
Liberal Leeds Mercury remarked that all "respected 
[Auty's] straightforward Toryism ". 'The Squire' was 
a well-liked character. "Although a hot politician," 
wrote one contemporary, 

"he was a remarkable example of what perseverance can 
do in overcoming the difficulties arising from the want of an 

42. Yorkshire Post, 29 June, Keighley News, 12 June, 1869, 
43. Dawson, art. cit. 
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early education, and had gathered around him a large circle of 
friends." 

The Bradford Observer declared that "his name had 
been known, and his power felt, through an entire 
generation"; and44 

"He was a Conservative by conviction, and a very honest 
and zealous Conservative he was. At every election during the 
last 30 years he has been among the most active and diligent 
agents of his party, working hard, against long odds, from very 
love to the cause he had espoused. He was a staunch Protestant, 
and the very life and soul of the "Orange" lodges of this 
district. He was a philanthropist . . . He was eminently a 
useful man, albeit very self-asserting . . . neither in the family 
nor in the community will his place be easily filled." 

For a man who began to earn his living at the age of 
six, this was no mean obituary from an opponent. 
One need not share Auty's strong views on so many 
subjects to recognise him as a great citizen of 
Bradford. 45 

44. Leeds Mercury, Bradford Observer, 28 May, 1870; Rev. R. V. Taylor: 
'Biographia Eboracensis' (MSS.), vol. i, (Leeds City Reference Library); 
Mayhall, op. cit., iii, 317-8. 

45. I am greatly indebted for help and advice in the preparation of this 
paper to Mr J. M. Auty, Mr Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A., the Irish 
Central Library for Students, and to Mr H. Bilton, F.L.A., and the 
staff of the Bradford Reference Library, who gave most generous 
assistance in securing information. 
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ALARM AT ELLAND 

BY E. E. DODD, M.A. 

THE year 1795 was a critical one: Britain was 
fighting almost alone against the triumphant 

French Republic; the scarcity and high price of food 
were causing widespread unrest; and the Government 
trembled at the existence of a "fifth column" of 
sympathizers with the Revolution. Among the Home 
Office papers' for that year is found a letter to the Duke 
of Portland, then Home Secretary, which begins: 

"My Lord Duke, 
The present situation of this Part of the Country is such, as 

must give serious Alarm to every one who is a weliwisher to 
the Peace and Prosperity of it. My situation as an acting 
Magistrate, and the means I have used to obtain Information 
of the Plans and Maneuvres of the dissafected, have furnished 
me with such Evidence of the encrease of their Numbers, and 
the dangerous tendency of their Measures, that I think it highly 
incumbent on me to lay them before your Grace, and to request 
the Direction of his Majesty's Ministers, in what manner they 
are to be counteracted, & what steps are to be taken to suppress 
them before they burst out in an Explosion; which is a 
Circumstance not improbable to happen." 
The writer is J. A. Busfeild, whose colourful 

personality keeps cropping up in various roles in "this 
Part of the Country ". Johnson Atkinson took the name 
of Busfeild on inheriting the considerable property of 
that family through his wife, the great-grand-daughter 
of William Busfeild, a seventeenth century mayor of 
Leeds. He was at this time living at Myrtle Grove (now 
the Bingley Town Hall), a house which he had built 
some years before this but which he later had to sell 
to pay the debts incurred by his ambitious schemes. 
He was a leading cotton spinner, joint owner of 
Castlefields mill, Bingley, and was one of a small group 
of active trustees in effective control of the Bradford-
Keighley turnpike. But what concerns us here is his 

1. Public Record Office: the letters and enclosures in HO 42/36, the 
replies (copies) in HO 43/7. Crown Copyright material is reproduced 
by permission of H.M. Stationery Office. 
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activity as a West Riding justice of the peace and the 
patriotic vigilance on which he clearly prided himself 
in this time of national peril. It may be recalled that in 
1801 he reported finding a hair-raising broadsheet 
distributed in Bingley market-place ;2 the same zeal is 
displayed in this earlier letter. 

His anxieties could find some justification in the 
circumstances of the time: Thomas Hardy had founded 
the Corresponding Society—"the first political and 
educational club of working-men "3—with the aim of 
universal suffrage, but supposed to be plotting for a 
republic; and in 1794 he and others, including John 
Theiwall, a revolutionary writer and speaker, were tried 
for treason but acquitted. In the month before this 
letter was written the King's coach was attacked on the 
way to Parliament by a mob crying for "peace" and 
"bread ". Mr Busfeild alludes to these events: 

"That turbulent and levelling Principle, my Lord, which 
was so recently display'd in the horrid outrage upon his 
Majesty's Person, is by no means confined to the Metropolis, 
and the same incendiary methods to inflame the minds of the 
lower Class of People, & to efface every remaining Impression 
of either allegiance to the Sovereign, or submission to the equal 
Laws and mild Government of their Country, have been too 
successfully practis'd in these very populous parts, by Emissaries 
from that Hotbed of Sedition, and grand Seminary of Rebelliqn 
—the corresponding Society—one of this nefarious Crew—a 
disciple of Mr Theiwall's and lately sent down from London— 
was brought before me the last week, upon a charge of holding 
seditious Meetings in several Places, to the Terror of the Neigh-
bourhood, and of haranguing great Numbers of People whom 
he had collected together, in Language grossly defamatory of 
the King, the Government & the Legislature & subversive of 
every degree of subordination to the ruling Powers—" 

After this eloquent preamble it is something of an anti-
climax when the letter proceeds: 

"but the specific charges not being satisfactorily substantiated, 

2. Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments of Sheffield: correspondence of 
2nd Earl Fitzwihiam, F 45 a. E. E. Dodd, Bingley, p. 81-2. 

3. G. M. Trevelyan, British History in the Nineteenth Century, p. 67. 
But E. P. Thompson (The Making of the English Working Class, p. 20) 
questions this and suggests " 'popular, Radical" rather thån "working-
class ". -. - - - - 

11 
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I was under the Necessity of discharging him with a severe 
Reprimand, & a Caution for his future Conduct—on quitting 
the Room he had the Effrontery to tell me, that, tho' he had 
been suppos'd to be Theiwall by some & Hardy by others— 
his real Name was Shaw & that he was very well known to 
your Grace." 

The lack of evidence does not deter Mr Busfeild from 
fully explaining the man's aims: 

"The plan persued by this Incendiary, my Lord, is to class 
his Associates & Converts into Societies under the apellation 
of Primary Assemblies, who are to keep a regular Correspondence 
with each other, & when their Numbers & concentrated Strength 
are such as to promise Success to the Measure, they are to 
proceed to the Election of Delegates to a National Convention. 
But this is not the most alarming circumstance of their restless 
and diabolical Machinations. Your Grace will see by the enclos'd 
Informations, that they are now providing themselves with 
Arms—". 

He had taken the sworn testimony of two witnesses, 
whom he describes as "Men of Character & Property ". 
One, "Luke Townsend of Elland with Greetland 
Husbandman ", recommended by Mr Busfeild as "a 
very sensible, cautious Man . . . employ'd for a great 
Number of Years as the standing Constable of the 
Town ", deposed that: 

"he has good grounds to suspect and doth suspect that 
a number of Guns, Bayonets, Swords, and other Instruments 
of War, are secreted and concealed in the Houses and Premises 
of divers persons within the Township of Elland with Greetland 
aforesaid and other Townships in that Neighbourhood who 
are disaffected to his present Majesty and Government, and 
Particularly in the Dwelling House of Joseph Bottomley of 
Elland with Greetland aforesaid Clothmaker, for that he this 
Deponent saw one Gun and one Bayonet in the Dwelling House 
of the said Joseph Bottomley about three or four weeks ago, 
and he has also been informed that a sword has also been 
seen in the House of the said Joseph Bottomley a few weeks 
ago;" 

he further recorded his suspicion that there were similar 
secret stores in the houses of Phmeas Lumb, Cloth-
maker, and of Robert Burley, Shopkeeper, both of 
Elland. More definite evidence against Burley was sworn 
by John Bray of Elland, Carrier: "upwards of two 
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months ago" he had received a box directed to Burley 
and 

"when he was loading the said Box upon his Cart he saw 
a small piece of Board broke off the Box which caused him 
this Deponent to look into the Box when he plainly saw that 
the said Box contained a Number of Guns . . . and that on 
Thursday night now last past the 5th Instant he this Deponent 
was in company with the said Robert Burley, when Burley 
told this Deponent that the aforesaid Box contained Guns and 
Bayonets, and that they came from Birmingham and Burley 
offered to Exchange a Gun for a pair of Breeches with Abraham 
Slater of Elland aforesaid Taylor." 

Mr Busfeild amplifies these affidavits with state-
ments made to him by the constable and confirmed b 
the carrier (but not, apparently, sworn to) 

"that Chests or Boxes containing Arms have frequently 
arriv'd at Elland from Birmingham for several months past 
that the notorious Jacobins there meet frequently in the Night 
at different Places, for the purpose of being drilled in the 
use of arms—that they frequently continue together in 
considerable numbers the whole night through— . . . that a 
public Meeting of the Inhabitants was held the last week, to 
consider what steps should be taken at such a Crisis but that 
those, who were known Friends to Government, were 
under such apprehensions for their own personal Safety, that 
they durst not come to any Resolutions upon the Subject—and 
he added that from his own Knowledge of the Temper and 
Disposition of the general Mass of People in that extremely 
populous Neighbourhood, he verily believes that upon a public 
Search being made for those Arms, not less than ten thousand 
People would immediately rise & that great numbers of them 
would be furnished with Fire Arms and other offensive 
weapons." 

The writer reiterates his confidence in his 
informant -" there is not the smallest Exaggeration" 
—and he is 

"one of those who are avowedly mark'd to be the first 
Victims of Jacobinic Resentment—but he declares himself in 
no respect intimidated by their Threats, & if properly supported, 
he will make good every thing he has said, tho' they are so 
observant of his motions, that notwithstanding my Precaution 
in sending as privately as possible to him, he discover'd that 
he was this Day watch'd to my House. I thought it expedient 
to communicate these Facts instantly to your Grace & to 
request that you will favor me with Instructions for my own 
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Conduct & that of my Brother Magistrates in the present Crisis, 
for I am convinc'd that if prompt & decisive measures are 
not speedily adopted, Mischief & Confusion will be the 
Consequence. 

I have the Honor to be 
your Grace's most obedient 

& most humble Servant 
J. A. Busfeild." 

Having done his best to make the Duke's flesh 
creep, the loyal magistrate adds a note of reassurance: 

"P.S. I have the Pleasure to add for your Grace's Satis-
faction that Government may rely with Confidence upon the 
steady firmness of the Volunteers of this Country4 & their best 
Exertions in their Country's Cause & I have not the smallest 
Doubt (at any rate if supported by a few Cavalry) but they 
will be found equal to the Suppression of any internal 
Commotions that may take place in this part of the Country." 
The letter and the two affidavits are dated Nov. 

9th, 1795. For a week no particular notice seems to have 
been taken of this alarming information, but then the 
Home Secretary received another communication, 
which stirred him to action. The Rev. Dr H. W. 
Coulthurst, vicar of Halifax, wrote on November 16th 
enclosing a scrap of paper "found by accident on 
Elland Bridge": 

"Bradley Mill Nov. 9th, 1795. 
Citizen 

This Evening at 7 AClock the Telegraph will be Stationed 
on the Nab end you are Desired to be ready at the Bare top 
of Elland to Receive the Signals—Mention this to all the 

4. It may be taken that "Country" here means "neighbourhood ". The 
writer was in this year, 1795, gazetted Lieutenant Colonel commanding 
the Bradford Volunteers P.R.O., HO 50/4; he had been the leading spirit. 
in the formation of the corps in the preceding year and becames its 
commanding officer with the rank of Major (The Bradford Antiquary 
(New Series), iv (1918), pp. 335-346; P.R.O., HO 50/346). His 
later activity in presiding over the formation of a corps at Bingley 
in 1803 is recorded in The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), viii 
(1958); a broadsheet there reproduced, and preserved in the Boiling 
Hall Museum, smacks strongly of J. A. Busfeild's orotund style. The 
emphasis at this date was on the possibility of invasion; the earlier 
movement was at least as much concerned with the suppression of 
internal disorder as with the defence of the country against an 
invader—cf. J. R. Western in English Historical Review, lxxi (1956), 
pp. 603 sqq., "The Volunteer Movement as an Anti-Revolutionary 
Force, 1793-1801 ". 
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Citizens in Elland that they may come and see the Performance. 
Yours in haste 

P.F. 
N.B. a Copy of the Signals shall be sent you at noon or in good 
time. 

[endorsed] Mr James Gleshill 
Browbridge." 

It will be noted that this bears the same date as 
the previous letter and affidavits. The writing is in a. 
beautiful copperplate hand—not the work of an 
uneducated labouring man—but the paper is much 
worn through folding and the names are not always 
clear. (Can some Elland inhabitant identify the places?) 
The "Telegraph" is not, of course, the electric tele-
graph but some form of semaphore. The vicar naturally 
associated it with Jacobin plotters. He supplemented 
this first-hand evidence with information obtained from 
"Mr Hayton a Surgeon of Character in Elland in my 
parish " , who in turn gave as his authority a man 
"unhappily connected with the Jacobins at present 
yet . . . upon the whole a man of Veracity " , but 
identified only as "A ". On the strength of this hearsay 
evidence Dr Coulthurst proceeds from a reference .to 
an "Agent" sent from London by the Jacobins "to 
carry out their wicked Designs" to a blood-curdling 
picture of what they were plotting, beginning with an 
attack on the Tower and culminating in a "dreadful 
Massacre" which "would come upon the Nation like a 
Clap of Thunder ", adding "that their Leader was at 
present a Captn. in the Navy. . . a 2d Cromwell 
that their Motto was from the Psalms—'Bind their 
Kings in Chains & their Nobles in Links of Iron' " . 

The vicar, like the magistrate, winds up with a 
reassuring postscript: 

"A loyal and dutiful Address has been voted most cordially 
at a General Meeting—& is now receiving Signatures in every 
corner of this populous & extensive parish." 
The Duke of Portland now dealt with the matter in 

three letters dated November 20. That to the energetic 
Mr Busfeild can only be described as a very polite brush-
off: after profusely thanking him for his "assiduity and 
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discretion" he intimates that he proposes to "relieve 
you from the whole burthen of this affair" and to entrust 
it to Mr Robert Parker of Halifax, "whose professional 
experience and local knowledge cannot but be well 
known to you ".5 He conveys the same information to 
the loyal vicar and writes at greater length to Mr Parker, 
enclosing copies of the communications he had received 
and requesting him to undertake the necessary 
investigation, which "should be carried on, as well for 
the purpose of getting at the facts as for the sake of 
the public quiet, in a manner as little liable to give 
alarm or uneasiness, as can be consistent with the object 
we have in view " . He suggests that, if it appears 
necessary, in order to obtain the evidence of "A" he 
should offer him a pardon and adds that "it would be 
desirable if possible to discover the name of the person 
whose initials are subscribed to the note respecting the 
Telegraph ". 

One is left wondering why Johnson Atkinson 
Busfeild's services were not desired: was it suspected 
that his zeal exceeded his discretion? And did Robert 
Parker have any success in his enquiries? Nothing 
further is recorded—unless, it may be, in some 
unrevealed local archives of Halifax or Elland.6 

5. These qualifications of Robert Parker for the task assigned him are 
confirmed in an article on "The Brearley Halls in Midgley" (Tom 
Sutcliffe in Transactions of the Halifax Antiquarian Society, vol. 19, 
1922, pp. 152-159). As well as owning property in the neighbourhood 
of Halifax he practised there as an attorney for forty years and held 
important legal offices. On the other hand he appears to have had 
some associations with Dissenters—a circumstance which one would 
not have expected to commend him to the Home Secretary as an 
investigator into sedition. He died six months after this correspondence 
(May 23, 1796) aged 69. 

6. Mr E. P. Thompson, who has kindly read the MS of this article, 
thinks that there may have been "rather more fire beneath this 
smoke" than might be inferred: there is evidence of continuing 
underground Jacobite organisation in Yorkshire and the story should not 
be assumed to be merely alarmist. 



THE STORY OF WILSDEN 

BY R. H. FAWCETT 

PART II 

THROUGHOUT the country the reclamation 
and enclosure of land from the waste had 
been going on intermittently and at a varying 

pace in every century, but after the restoration of King 
Charles II the Government ceased to interfere with 
private enclosures and the speed quickened. Until 
1760 most enclosures were the result of private agree-
ments, few being dealt with by Act of Parliament. 
From 1760 onwards, however, enclosure by private Act 
of Parliament was the general method adopted.86 

As regards Wilsden, only two agreements 
additional to that of 1584 have been traced, one in 
1670, and the other, a parliamentary enclosure, in 1840. 
There must have been many other small private agree-
ments and possibly also a fair number of surreptitious 
enclosures but the 1670 agreement was very wide 
embracing and seems to have covered almost the whole 
area. 

The manor of Allerton cum Wilsden had been 
bought from Miss Elizabeth Tempest of Boiling Hall 
in 1661 by Henry Marsden of Gisburn, and in 1670 
he conveyed large quantities of waste land to thirty-five 
freeholders of Allerton cum Wilsden 87 at one shilling 
an acre free rent, reserving to himself, however, the 
mineral rights and with provision for a more economic 
rent after a number of years. As we have already seen, 
coal was mined on Norr Hill towards the end of the 
sixteenth century, and during the seventeenth, 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries coal mines were 
developed on Harrop Edge, at Rough Storrs and in 
Denholme Park. The Harrop Edge mines were sunk 

86.W. H. B. Court: Economic History of Britain, 1954, p. 36, 
$7. J. James, op. Cit., pp. 361, 362, 

11 
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through a stratum of boulder clay and were conse-
quently deeper than the bell-pits and drift mines on 
Norr Hill, but the coal (Halifax Hard and Soft Beds) 
was suitable for engine boilers and, with the advent of 
steam. power at the beginning of. - the- nineteenth 
century, it had a considerable bearing upon the 
development of the village industries. Sandstone 
quarries too were plentiful and provided materials ready 
to hand for buildings as well as for field walls. 

The main enclosures of the commons and waste 
appear to have been completed during the first half 
of the eighteenth. century: By the year 1800 very little 
suitable land remained unenclosed; indeed, some of the 
1670 fields have proved so difficult that they still remain 
uncultivated. Blackhills, near Lee Lane, and Bilberry 
Banks, on Wilsden Lee, may be cited as examples. In 
1818 when a survey of the village was made the general 
appearance of the landscape, apart from building 
development near the present Main Street, was pretty 
much the same as today. The map prepared for the 
survey shows approximately fifty acres of waste on Old 
Allen Common and 250 acres south-west of Culling-
worth at Hallas Rough. The latter in fact remains 
unenclosed to this day. 

Unfortunately, neither a list of the freeholders 
involved in the agreement of 1670 nor a map of the 
areas affected has been traced, but a• number of 
individual agreements, conveyances and mortgages of 
the period help to construct a partial picture. In 1674, 
Abraham Kitching, 88 yeoman, of Wilsden, mortgaged 
to Abraham Denby of Wilsden, clothier, for £30, "four 
parcels of land in Wilsden Townfield" in the occupation 
of Kitching, and "eight acres, late commons and moor, 
late got out unto Abraham Kitching ... paying eight 
shillings yearly rent to Henry Marsden, lord of ,the 
manor, for New Land ". Two years later the lands were 

88. Ferrana Manuscripts, D.144. Cartwriht Mçmoriaj Hall, BradfQrd, 

-1 
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sold outright to Denby, 89 being described as "one parcel 
of new improved land taken from the waste of Allerton 
cum Wilsden at Harrop, eight acres, abutting upon the 
Haworth—Bradford highway upon the north, upon new 
lands of Mark Hollings upon the east, new lands of 
John Hill on the south and new lands of David 
Wilkinson on the west. Also six parcels of old lands in 
the Townfield of Wilsden ". 

In 1676 a parcel of ground was described as having 
been staked out for Thomas Hill by Henry Marsden, 90 
"abutting upon lands of Peter Sunderland on the east, 
on lands of John Sagar on the west, Birchnall Nabb on 
the south and Goit Stock on the north ". This land was 
on what is now Bents Lane and is mentioned again in 
a mortgage of 1702 as "All that parcel of new enclosed 
land formerly common as lyeth on the lower side of 
• the lane on Wilsden Bents leading from Harden to 
Stawrs Cole Pitts, now divided into three closes, and 
also all that piece of waste ground . . . abutting on 
land of Brian Sunderland on the east and John Pighles 
on the west, and lying betwixt Harden Beck and the said 
lane north and south, containing by estimation eight 
acres large measure, now in occupation of Timothy 
Leach ". Edward Ferrand of Harden Hall advanced £62 
lOs. to the sons of Thomas Hill on the security of the 
eight acres in Bents Lane. In this deed part of the will of 
Thomas Hill, dated 1677, is recited, which states that 
Denby Farm on Wilsden Hill and a close of land on 
Wilsden Lee were bequeathed to his son William. 

Further interesting examples occur in the gift by 
Walter Midgley of Harden, tanner, to his son John in 
l674' of the following :-

(a) Six parcels of land in Wilsden Townfield, totalling one and 
a half acres. The names of the fields were stated to be the two 
Fenny Butts, Oaken Butt, Tarnhill Pit, West Rood and Marriall 
Doal. 
(b) One parcel of new enclosed land taken from the moors of 
Wilsden on a place called Wilsden Lee, containing two acres, 

89. Ibid., D.145, 90. Ibid., A.247, 91. Ibid., A.395, 
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adjoining upon the new enclosed lands of Benjamin Ferrand 
on the east and Thomas Midgley on the south. 
(c) One parcel of land set out to be enclosed upon another 
part of waste called the Bents in a place called Kincliffe, 
adjoining upon lands set out to be enclosed of Thomas Midgley 
on the south-west side and of Thomas Hill on the north-west 
side, by estimation half an acre. 
As regards (a), this has been traced through the 

name "Tarnhffl Pit ". Property in Dewhirst Street, off 
Main Street, is described as being on land called "the 
Eternal Pit, otherwise Tarnhil Pit, otherwise Royd End 
Field "•92 The other small fields mentioned were 
probably in the vicinity, the whole being later incor-
porated in the much larger Royd End field, which was 
about six acres. The word "Tarnhill" is most likely a 
dialect form of "Townhil ", from "Townfield" in 
which the six closes were situated. A further point is 
that Royd End in the Main Street is at the foot of a 
gradient, at one time much steeper than at present, 
known as "Dolly Hill ". Probably the field names 
"Marriall Doal" and "Tarnhill Pit" contributed to 
the origin of the name "Dolly Hill ". 

(b) John Midgley, to whom the land was given, 
built a house, barn, stable, etc., on Wilsden Lee at 
the lower end of the Main Street, in 1684. The property 
is still in existence and is known locally as "the old 
Manor House ". It is a typical seventeenth century 
yeoman farmer's dwelling. Over the stone porch the 
initials "I.M.E.M." and the date " 1684" could 
formerly be read. Unfortunately the stone has perished 
'and the inscription is now practically illegible. The two 
acres would be the land on which the dwelling was 
erected, later converted into a nursery garden, and 
finally developed as a small housing estate. 

(c) Lastly, the half-acre in Kinchffe: this can, with 
a fair amount of certainty, be identified as the land 
on which a number of cottages were erected about 1800; 
the present "Chapel Row ". 

92. eçs loaned by Mr and Mrs J. Graham, Wisdcn, 
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An interesting facet of the 1670 enclosures is one 
which concerned another John Midgley, cousin to the 
one just referred to. This John Midgley, of Norr, had 
been allocated six acres at Harrop, but in addition to 
this he was prepared to take over and "improve" the 
land allotted to others. He took, on a forty-one years' 
lease, from Thomas Ledgard of Bradford and Thomas 
Crosley of Halifax, gentleman, their allotment of forty 
acres near Sandy Lane, Allerton, paying a rent of one 
red rose (if demanded) for the first three years and 
£8 3s. per annum afterwards, of which forty shillings 
was due to Henry Marsden, lord of the manor.93 

John Sagar of Allerton, had been allotted a portion 
of Norr Hill, quite close to Midgley's home, and in 
1675 an agreement was made between them by which 
Sagar undertook to break up and improve the land 
leased to Midgley at Sandy Lane, whilst the latter in 
turn took over responsibility for the enclosure of the 
part of Norr Hill allotted to Sagar. 

In ten years the work had apparently been com-
pleted by each party, as in 1685 John Midgley leased 
Swain Royd farm, near Sandy Lane, to Mathew Foster 
of Thornton, at a rental of £20 per annum, for the 
unexpired portion of the lease, out of which Midgley 
continued to pay £6 3s. to Ledgard and Crosley and 
40s. to the lord of the manor. 

John Midgley also covenanted to give to Mathew 
Foster various items towards building a house, 
adjoining the barn which had already been built upon 
the land, viz., "Two lomertrees, each four-and-a-half 
yards long, three pairs of jobbies each two yards long, 
one panpeere and spars, all of them sufficient for one 
bay of building, four yards broad and ten yards long, 
with outshutt and boards for one out-door ". 

The Sunderland family of Fairweather Green were 
fairly large freeholders in Wilsden and in 1678, a year 
after the death of Peter Sunderland, Mrs Susannah 

93, Deeds loaned by the late Mr W. H. Barstw, Wilsclen, 

11 
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Sunderland's jointure was listed" and enumerates "one 
great parcel of ground new inclosed lyeing in Wilsden 
Bents late in the tenure of Isaac Leach" (the land in 
Bents Lane previously referred to), also "one great 
parcel of new inclosed ground, called the Stone Bank 
and Blackhills, lyeing at the north and east of the 
grounds called Wilsden Lee ". Much of this, although 
enclosed, is still very rough and unproductive land. 
Mrs Sunderland also owned a messuage at Mytholme, 
two messuages at Norr and the Hall in Cottingley. 

It will be seen that the lands enclosed in the 
seventeenth century by agreement with Henry Marsden 
covered a very wide area, ranging from Mytholme and 
Blackhills to Norr Hill, Harrop, Wilsden Hill and 
Bents. 

The sparseness of the population and the absence 
of the open field system of farming, of which no specific 
evidence has been found, would mean that all enclosures 
were made from veritable waste land and little or no 
opposition from vested interests would be encountered. 
When we consider also that only a dozen or so names 
of freeholders affected have been touched upon in the 
examples quoted and the wide area covered by these, 
it becomes increasingly evident that the major part of 
the wastes of Wilsden was enclosed by the end of the 
seventeenth, or quite early in the eighteenth, century. 

A list of pew holders in Bradford Parish Church, 
dated 17O5, includes Isaac Kitching, Abraham Denby, 
Isaac Denby, Bryan Sunderland, Abraham Hill, 
Thomas and William Hill, Edward Ferrand, Widow 
Midgley, John and Thomas Midgley, all of whom are 
connected, directly or indirectly, with the examples 
quoted. In addition are the names of A. Wilkinson, R. 
Wilkinson, Mrs Butler, Mr Bayley T. Dobson and 
others. The Wilkinsons and Dobson lived on Wilsden 
Hill and the Butler and Bayley lands were at Birchinlee 

94. Ferrand Manuscripts, C.471. 
95. J. Outhwaite, op. cit., p. 73, 
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and Hallas, portions of the village not covered by the 
enclosures so far traced. 

The bane of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
century farmer was the scarcity of capital and of 
banking facilities. Prior to 1780 it is said there were 
less than 300 country banks in the whole of England 
and they were all privately owned.96 Much of the 
eighteenth century story is of the struggles of the 
smaller landowners to retain the lands their fathers 
had so hardly won from the wastes. 

The Midgley family of Norr illustrates this in a 
vivid manner. In his will of 1696 John Midgley" left 
to his eldest son Richard "Ambrose bins farm . . . at 
Wilsden Hill. . . and one close of new improved land, 
one acre, lying at a place called Stapper Green in 
Wilsden, now in the occupation of one John 
Wilkinson ". To his second son, Jonathan, he left "one 
shilling only, having spent on his education the propor-
tion which would have fallen to him ". To his daughter 
Esther, "one shilling and no more" as she had married 
against his wishes. Swain Royd and Norr Hill farms 
were to be held by his widow, Susan, for three years to 
pay his debts, and at the expiration of three years 
Swain Royd was to be given to his daughter Martha. 
To Joshua, his youngest son, he gave Dobrudden farm, 
Baildon. Norr farm was left to his widow during her 
lifetime and afterwards in trust to be shared between 
their children, after payment of any debts still out-
standing. No money was available for payment of debts, 
and Susan Midgley, who appears to have taken a 
different view of their daughter's marriage, or possibly 
was of a more forgiving disposition, borrowed £100 
from Joseph Booth of Bradford to give to her daughter 
Mrs Esther Cesar. Subsequently she borrowed a further 
£50 from Thomas Rowland of Bradford, and £20 from 
Thomas Leach of Wilsden, both loans being raised 

III 

96. J. H. Plumb: England in the Eighteenth Century, 1950, p. 14, 
27. Deeds loaned by the late Mr W. H. Bairstow, 
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to pay debts on the estate. In 1715 Joshua, the youngest 
son, took over her estate, becoming surety for the 
debts which, along with legal charges of £12 13s., 
amounted to £182 13s. 

In 1737 Joshua Midgley mortgaged several fields 
for £130 to Judith Denby, daughter of Abraham 
Denby of Wilsden Hill. On the death of Judith in 1750 
the mortgage was transferred to one of her executors, 
John Foster, the amount being increased to £210, 
interest remaining at 4%. The latter mortgage was 
in the joint names of Mary, widow of Joshua Midgley, 
who had died in 1744, and John Midgley of Stump 
Cross, Batley, yeoman. In 1761 the mortgage was again 
transferred, this time to Thomas Hill of Wilsden. John 
Midgley of Stump Cross later removed to Wrose, 
Shipley, and at his death in 1788 a number of small 
bequests necessitated selling the property, which was 
bought by John and Barnard Pighills for £1004 lOs.; 
an interesting indication of the cheaper money and 
perhaps also of improved banking facilities compared 
with the earlier years of the century. 

The difficulties of the smaller farmers, due to 
shortage of capital, caused a gradual accumulation of 
land and properties in the few families which possessed 
sufficient capital to be able to advance money to others. 
Peter and Samuel Sunderland had gained fortunes as 
merchants in London before returning to their native 
heaths, where they became landowners on quite a large 
scale. The rise of the Hill family is also a good example 
of this tendency. They are not mentioned in the 1584 
agreement, but Thomas Hill was a freeholder in 1670. 
As we have already seen, he had land on Wilsden Hill 
and, together with his sons, John and William, 
acquired land not only there by enclosure, but also 
on Wilsden Lee, Norr Hill, Birkshead and Harrop. 
By his will dated December 27, 1677, he left Denby 
farm, Wilsden Hill, land on Wilsden Bents and one 
close on Wilsden Lee to his son William." In the year 
98. Ferrand Manuscripts A.247, 
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1770, John Hill of Bradford, Bachelor of Physic, owned 
farms and lands in Allerton, Thornton and Wilsden. 
Over the door of a house at Birkshead is carved the 
inscription "John Hill, M.B., 1768 ". The properties 
held by John Hill in 177011 were described as ten 
messuages, one cottage, ten barns, two water-mills, six 
gardens, 170 acres of land, forty acres of meadow, 130 
acres of pasture and twenty acres of wood. The farms 
he owned in Wilsden were stated to be situated at 
Norr, Birkshead and Ling Bob. 

No trace has been found of further enclosure 
agreements until 1840 when an Act of Parliament"' was 
promoted on behalf of Mrs Sarah Ferrand of St Ives, 
Bingley, lady of the manor of Allerton cum Wilsden, 
Ellis Cunliffe Lister, Francis Sharp Bridges and 
"sundry other persons" not mentioned by name, for 
enclosing waste lands in Allerton cum Wilsden. The 
two principal freeholders were resident away from both 
Allerton and Wilsden, a fact which illustrates once 
again the acquisition of land by the few and the failure 
of some of the smaller farmers to retain the ownership 
of their hard-won enclosures. So far as Wilsden was 
concerned this last enclosure of 1840 merely meant 
that fifty acres of land on Old Allen Moor, criss-crossed 
by footpaths and roads from the numerous small coal 
mines and quarries, was at last walled in and the roads 
definitely marked. Hallas Rough, about 250 acres, was 
untouched, probably being considered too unprofitable 
to tackle, and remains "unimproved" to this day. 

The eighteenth century was an age of tremendous 
change throughout the country. In the year 1700 
ploughs were still made of wood, wheeled vehicles were 
rarities, meat was cheap at the beginning of winter and 

99. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), pt. xxxv, P. 318. A family 
connection between Thos. Hill, gentleman, of Wilsden Hill and 
Dr John Hill has been assumed, but if they were not actually 
related it still remains an example of the accumulation of lands by 
an individual with capital to invest. 

100. An Act for inclosing lands in the township of Allerton, Bradford, 
April 14, 1840. Bradford Reference Library, B.346, GRE. 
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milk in short supply because of the slaughtering of 
cattle, owing to the lack of root crops. Roads were almost 
non-existent; it has been said that no change had taken 
place in village life for five centuries. Fainiers in good 
agricultural districts made huge profits and land owner-
ship was a source of wealth. During the latter half of 
the century, however, Smeaton discovered how to 
utilise coal for iron smelting; Watts invented the steam 
engine; Kay, Hargreaves, Crompton and Arkwright 
contributed their important quota of inventions to 
the industrial scene. Roads were improved by the 
introduction of the turnpike system and 3,000 miles of 
canals were brought into use before the year 1800. 
In the hilly parts of the West Riding, however, 
agriculture could not compete with the more fortunate 
areas towards the east and the development of the 
cotton and worsted trades, at first cottage industries, 
turned people from endeavouring to increase their 
holding of farm land to this new and profitable side-
line by which the farmers and cottagers could make a 
living in a moist and hilly district such as ours, in which 
they had hitherto worked under a heavy handicap. 

We have already seen slight indications of this 
change in the reference to Thomas Greenwood, clothier, 
of Wilsden, owning land in Gomersal Lane in the year 
1609.101 John Midgley of Norr, yeoman, in 1674 
apprenticed his son Joshua to Richard Peele of Great 
Gomersal,'°2 broad clothier, the latter undertaking to 
teach young Midgley "as much as to the trade of 
making and dressing cloth belongeth ". 

The effect of the rapid spread of the new industries 
in the early part of the eighteenth century was to 
increase the number of small holdings; the larger 
farms, swollen by recent enclosures, had grown too 
unwieldy for an economy depending as much on the 
textile trade as on agriculture and they were gradually 

101. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), pt. xli, p. 13. 
102. Apprenticeship indenture loaned by the late Mr W. H. Bairstow. 
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split up into smaller units in order better to cope with 
the dual work. 

The older farms had been built in small groups 
such as Wilsden Hill, Wilsden Lee, Mytholme, Norr, 
Hallas, Ling Bob. In the year 1700 there were probably 
six farms on Wilsden Hill, five in Hewenden and Hallas, 
three at Mytholme, five on Wilsden Lee, three at the 
Norr and two at Ling Bob. A feature of these early 
farms was that they were known only by the name of 
the occupier at any particular time. 103 Thus "Ackroyd, 
Butterfield, Binns, Denby, Hollinrake or Hoilmdrake, 
Kitching, Lilly, Slater, Threapland" were all names of 
older farms in various parts of Wilsden. When new 
farms and small holdings came to be split off the older 
ones, some built by the farmers, others by absentee 
landlords who had acquired fields from farmers, we 
find that they were given names by which they can be 
identified, whereas there is often nothing to indicate 
which of the older farms is meant but its changing 
owner's name. The newer farms, mostly built in the 
latter half of the eighteenth century, rejoice in names 
such as Pye Bank, Cold Well, Bents Head, New Laithe, 
on Wilsden Hill; Hallas Cote, Moat or Moit Hill, Bents 
House near Hallas; Cop Law, Nook, Craps Hall, Birks 
Head, Shaygate, Swainroyd, from the Norr area; whilst 
near Ling Bob are Harrop, High Cotes, Moorside, 
Honey Pot, Goose Hall, Well House, New Holland and 
Whimsical farms. Prior to the large increase in 
population of towns and villages, which caused dairy 
farming to become a profitable industry, occupiers of 
all these small farms were able to combine farming with 
some other occupation, either textile, mining, or 
quarrying. The description "yeoman" gradually 
disappeared, the farms being owned or tenanted by men 
who were described as "Wool manufacturer, Worstit-
man, Wool Stapler, Dyer, Tanner, Weaver, Comber and 
occasionally as husbandman ". 

103. Stans field Manuscripts, 518 to 578. City Archives, Leeds. 
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The description of the Halifax district given in 
Defoe's Tour through Great Britain could, with only 
slight modification, have been applied to the country-
side of Allerton and Wilsden. "Coals and running water 
upon the tops of the hills . . . at every considerable 
house was a manufactory or work house.. . women and 
children . . . always busy, carding, spinning, etc., so 
that no hands being unemployed, all can gain their 
bread, even from the youngest to the antient; hardly 
anything above four years old, but its hands are 
sufficient to itself." The industrial revolution brought 
great changes to the lives of the people in the eighteenth 
century, but it is often not realised how early many of 
the changes were made. 

A list of men liable to serve in the militia in 1767 
shows tradesmen as follows :— 

Weavers 26 Shoemakers 3 
Combers 10 Blacksmith 1 
Dyer 1 Husbandmen 11 
Woolstapler 1 - 

Worstitmkr 1 Total Agricultural 11 

Total Textiles 39 Non-descript 2 

Although, owing to the dual nature of the occupations 
of many of the men, a number of husbandmen could 
doubtless equally well have been described as weavers 
or combers and vice versa, the fact that those 
described as connected with the textile trade numbered 
70% against 20/ in agriculture is an indication of the 
growth of the former industry in the village. 

The list is useful also as a means of estimating the 
population. In addition to the fifty-six men liable for 
service there were eighteen men excused because 
they had three or more children, also three infirm and 
four parish officers. Assuming the majority of the able-
bodied men to be married with an average of two 
children, we should have, say, fifty-six men, 
forty-six wives and ninety-two children. The 
eighteen men with families of three or more averaged 
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four children each, making a total on their account 
of 108. Add to these twenty for the old and infirm, and 
eighty for those not listed, we have a total of 402. 

List of Persons Liable to serve in the Militia 
in the hamlet of Wilsden, 20th March, 1767.104 

1 Amos Chapman 
2 James Ryley 
3 John Dobson 
4 Mark Chapman 
5 John Wood 
6 George Varley 
7 John Binns 
8 Thos. Leach, Jr. 
9 Jon. Firth, Jr. 
10 Jonas Wilkinson 
11 Rich'd Smith 
12 John Arthington, Jr. 
13 Isaac Browsop, Jr. 
14 Jonas Sugden 
15 Thos. Laundsdale 

Husbandman 
16 John Rycroft Weaver 
17 Thos. Wilson, Jr. Husbandman 
18 Wm. Pickard, Shalin maker 
19 Thos. Leach Woolcomber 
20 Joseph Firth Weaver 
21 Timothy Leach Weaver 
22 Jonathan Wilkinson Weaver 
23 John Wilkinson at ruff 

Storrs 
24 John Wade Husbandman 
25 Wm. Wilkinson Weaver 
26 John Wilkinson Weaver 
27 Josh. Leach Husbandman 
28 John Wilkinson Worstit 

maker 
29 Wm. Wilkinson Dyer 
30 John Gawthorp Comber 
31 Isaiah Robinson Weaver 
32 Wm. Gawthorp Weaver 
33 David Briggs Shoemaker 
34 Sephen [sic] Drake Comber 
35 john Medley Weaver 
36 Wm. Booth Husbandman 
37 john Smith Woolcomber 
38 John Tweedy Woolcomber 
39 john Bentley Weaver 
40 John Bentley son of 

jos'a Bentley 
41 John jowett Husbandman 
42 James Wright Do. 
43 Wm. Wade Weaver 
44 James Anderton Woolstapler 
45 Win. Anderton Husbandman 
46 Wm. Cowgill Husbandman 

Comber 
Weaver 

Shoemaker 
Weaver 

Woolcomber 
Blacksmith 

Weaver 
Husbandman 
Woolcomber 

Weaver 
Weaver 
Do. 
Do. 

Weaver 

47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 

Joseph Mitchell 
Jonas Horsfall 
James Horsfall 
Thos. Wade 

Weaver 
Do. 
Do. 

Weaver 
Win. Briggs Shoemaker 
Amos Clough Husbandman 
Accepted Widdup Comber 
Christopher Turner Weaver 
James Firth Comber 
John Whitaker Weaver 

Poor having 3 children and 
Infirm Persons. 

Jos'h Waddington 
David Wade 
Thos. Leach 
Peter Jennings 
josh. Tothil 
John Smith 
Thos. Sugden 
George Anderson 
Wm. Stirk 
Thos. Wilson 
Antony Rycroft 
John Sawley 
Jonas —er 
John Jennin 
Jonas Pickels 
Josh Pickels 
John Sugden 
Wm. Gawthorp 
John Anderton 
James Turner 
Sam'! Varley 
James Duckworth 
Jonathan Denbigh 

3 Children 
3 
6 
3 
3 
3 
4 
6 
4 
5 
3 
3 
5 

6 
5 
3 
10 
6 
4 
4 
4 
3 

Stephen Wright infirm 
Jonas Jowett Lame 
Thos. Waddington Blind of one eye 

David Wilkinson, Churchwarden 
Thos. Wilson, Overseer of Poor. 
Peter Wright, Constable. 
Thos. Leach, Assessor of Land 

& Windo Tax. 
jese jowett, Collector of Do. 

All Persons who think 
themselves agreived by this 
list may appeal the 26th inst. 
at the Sun in Bradford. 

104. Original in possession of Author. 
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There was a steady increase in the population of 
the country as a whole during this period, particularly 
after 1740, due to improved medical services, and this 
would be reflected locally. Some part of the local increase 
would, however, be the result of immigration from the 
Yorkshire dales villages, where the increased oppor-
tunities in the developing manufacturing towns and 
villages offered a lure to the more enterprising of the 
cottagers. This trend was to increase towards the end 
of the century and by 1801, when the first census was 
taken, the population of Wilsden had risen to 913. At 
the census of 1841 the population was 2,684. 

The enclosures of waste and common land by 
centralised groups of farmers had the effect of mixing 
the fields of each farm with others to such an extent 
as to cause confusion; e.g., farmers at Norr held a 
certain number of fields on Wilsden Lee, on Blackhills 
and at Harrop, in addition to the old ones situated near 
at hand, whilst similarly, farmers on Wilsden Lee 
owned fields at Norr, Wilsden Hill and Ling Bob. As 
recently as 1930 john Metcalfe, of Spring farm, Main 
Street, occupied fields on Wilsden Hill and on the old 
Town Field near Dolly Hill, and drove his cattle to 
pasture for a good half mile over the Main Street. 

On Wilsden Hill the dispersion of fields caused 
difficulties at a very early date. Mention has been made 
of the way in which the older farms were clustered 
together and in order to reach their various fields the 
farmers were obliged to make many occupation roads 
and agree to rights of way across each other's land. 
This trouble was accentuated when the newer small 
scattered farms were built towards the end of the 
century. By the year 1775 the situation had become so 
complicated that a written agreement was needed to 
ensure the rights of the different farmers. Pye Bank, 
New Laithe and Bents Head farms had all been created 
from the extended enclosures and the agreement defined 
the rights of way for the occupiers of both old and new 
farms. At that time all the roads were gated, as, indeed, 
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most of the roads on Wilsden Hill are to this day. The 
agreement appears to have aimed principally at defining 
the rights of way for the newer farms over the old 
roads in Wilsden Hill proper. It is worth quoting in 
full, although at this distance of time some of the 
routes are difficult to identify. 

"Thomas Hill of Wilsden, Gentleman,'°5 grants William 
Wilkinson a driving road for cattle and a cart road in at 
Kincliffe Gate and over and through his road on the north side 
of his house to the New Fields, and also a cart road from 
Kincliffe Gate to Stripe Lands and Burn Moor alongside David 
Wilkinson's upper barn, and leave to drive cattle from Stripe 
Lands and Burn Moor to water at a well in the lane side over 
the said barn of David Wilkinson and also a cart road from 
Brown Hill Gate to and from Burn Moor, Stripe Lands and 
the two New Fields. 

"Richard and John Wilkinson of Wilsden, manufacturers 
of stocking worsted, grant to William Wilkinson a driving road 
for cattle and a cart road for him in at Kincliffe Gate, up the 
Back Lane and through their roads to the New Fields and the 
Stripe Lands and Burn Moor as above, in every respect as Mr. 
Hill grants. 

"William Wilkinson of Pye Bank, Worsted Manufacturer, 
grants to Mr. Hill and John Wilkinson, a driving road and cart 
road over the bottom of the two New Fields and up to the cold 
well, for the occupation of Mr. Hill's land called the Cold Well, 
Stripe Lands and Pinfold, and William Wilkinson to wall the 
road to the bottom of the New Fields before Candlemas next. 
Also grants to John Wilkinson the same road as to Mr. Hill for 
the occupation of a close called Dobson Field. 

"Richard and John Wilkinson grant to Mr. Hill a driving 
and cart road from Wilsden Hill through Nor Lain and over 
Birchiands bottoms leading up to New Fields for occupation 
of three closes called Cold Well, Stripe Lands and Pinfold. 

"Mr. Hill grants to John Wilkinson a driving and cart 
road to Dobson Field the same as William Wilkinson does 
for occupation. 

"Mr. Hill, William Wilkinson and John Wilkinson grant 
to Richard Wilkinson an occupation road for cattle also for 
the occupation of his old land to his barn at Wilsden Hill 
through and over the Lains and Roads formerly had and used. 

April 19, 1775. 
(signed) Thomas Hill, 

John Wilkinson, 
William Wilkinson." 

105. Original agreement loaned by Mr J. Booth, Wilsden. 
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The parties to this agreement were Thomas H ill, 
William Wilkinson and Richard and John Wilkinson. 
David Wilkinson, mentioned but not specifically 
-described in the agreement, was a tanner and owned 
lands both on Wilsden Hill and Harrop. In 1760 he 
leased to Joshua Dobson of Clayton a "certain new 
house, barn, etc., and closes of land ". This would be 
the upper barn mentioned in the 1775 agreement, and 
can be identified as the present New Laithe Farm, 
which has retained its temporary sobriquet for two 
hundred years. 

A manufacturer is today visualised as the owner, 
or the occupier, of a mill, but the early manufacturers 
were more akin to merchants. Usually they were farmer-
handloom weavers who had gradually extended their 
work to others and eventually ceased to do the actual 
manual work themselves, becoming managers, agents 
or salesmen for others. The worsted weaving was still 
handloom operation and for twenty-five years or so 
after the mechanical aids to spinning were in operation 
handloom weaving was a very profitable occupation. 
Prior to the erection of mills the manufacturers had 
extensive areas from which to cover their spinning 
requirements, and it was only by utilising the Craven 
villagers that they were able to keep the weavers 
supplied with yarn. 

The Wilkinsons were among the pioneers of this 
branch of trade; living on farms they kept sufficient 
horses to carry their wool to spinners, returning with 
the yarn and finally carrying the finished pieces to 
Bradford, Halifax or Manchester markets. They even 
owned a small dye-house, from which one of the farms 
eventually took its name. Others who entered upon 
this type of trade were the Anderson, Anderton and 
Tweedy families who were more recent arrivals in the 
district, but all acquired fainis as the first step to 
becoming manufacturers. The inventions of Arkwright, 
Hargreaves and Crompton gave a great impetus to the 
textile industry, but although machinery was readily 
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adopted by the cotton spinners, in the woollen districts 
vested interests delayed its introduction for a 
considerable time. 

A corn-mill had existed at Hewenden from very 
early days, there being evidence of a water corn-mill at 
Wilsden before 1290,106 and as the Hewenden beck was 
the only one with sufficient flow for the purpose it must 
have been situated on that stream. The one at Harden 
Beck was most likely built during the sixteenth century 
as two water-mills are recorded in 1591. An undated 
document in the Bradford Cathedral of about that 
period refers to Wilsden Old Mill and "a new mill at 
Wilsden" which paid 2s. to Bradford Parish Church 
at Easter.'°7 

The first textile mill in Wilsden, for worsted 
spinning, was built alongside the ancient corn-mill at 
Hewenden in 1792.108 It was one of the earliest worsted 
mills in the Bradford district. At that time there were 
only five in a fairly wide area around Bradford, the 
earliest being built at Addingham in 1787. Hewenden 
mill was built by William Nichols, of Stone Stile Farm, 
Farsley, who acquired a lease of the land, and water 
supply, from Miss Mary Hodgson of Hallas Hall. 
Nichols entered into a rather cumbersome agreement 
with the corn-miller, John Hague, who had a sixty years' 
lease of the corn-mill, allowing him certain shares in the 
new mill with an agreement that he should be allowed 
one-sixth of the water from the beck for working his 
corn-mill. Nichols also took into partnership a wool-
sorter named John Barker, perhaps an indication that 
he himself was somewhat lacking in the technique of 
the industry. William Nichols died in the year 1800 and 
the responsibility for management fell upon his second 
son, Richard. The eldest son, William, was married and 
had a small farm near Cottingley Bridge, Bingley, and 

106. Ferrand Manuscripts, B.121. 
107. J. Outhwaite: op. cit., p. 14. 
108. J. James; Continuation of the History of Bradford, p. 297, 
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also a share in a farm at Beckfoot. The estate of William 
Nichols was assessed at his death as follows :-

Share at Hewenden Mills .... .... 965 19 94 
Freehold estate Stone Stile .... .... 1400 0 0 
Nominal value of farm stock at Beckfoot .... 80 0 0 

Total .... £2445 19 9 

Within a few years of the turn of the century other 
water-mills were built on the H'ewenden beck; two at 
Hallas Bridge, one at Goit Stock, one at Harden Beck, 
and others lower down the stream. Owing to their 
situation in a deep valley they were difficult of access 
and James Watt's invention of the steam engine dealt 
a severe blow to the water-mills almost as soon as built. 
Over the hill, in what is now Wilsden Main Street, a 
steam mill powered by coal from Norr Hill was built 
by Messrs Tweedy & Anderson on the site of the farm-
yard which had served for their warehouse when 
sending out work around the countryside. The smaller 
Wilsden beck, which could not provide power for a 
water-mill, was sufficient for the steam-engine, and the 
innumerable small tributaries of the beck which flowed 
into it from the Birchenlands promontory were useful 
in furnishing water for the workers' cottages which 
began to be erected in the vicinity. The younger sons 
of William Nichols, Abraham, John and Samuel, who 
had disagreed with their elder brothers, built Well Holes 
mill near Ling Bob. 

There was a scarcity of houses for workers and 
Messrs Tweedy & Anderson were themselves responsible 
for much of the cottage building. It is worthy of note 
that the first terrace cottages in the village had each 
a small garden attached. They were not nearly so drab 
as those built later during the nineteenth century. 
Examples of these early cottages are to be seen at 
Chapel Row, Club Row, and Shaygate. 

The population of Wilsden grew rapidly during the 
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first half of the nineteenth century, the actual census 
figures being:— 1801, 913; 1811, 1,121 ; 1821, 1,711; 
1831, 2,252; 1841, 2,684; and 1851, 3,454. During that 
period everything was favourable to rapid expansion— 
coal for steam-power and stone for building were on the 
spot. At Birkshead a coal-pit was actually opened in 
the precincts of the mill when first built, but none of the 
mills in the village proper was more than a mile from a 
coal-pit. There was also a plentiful supply of water fot 
the new mills, and there were many small springs, now 
running to waste, which could be used for dwelling-
houses. Most of the cottages were indeed within a few 
yards of a supply of spring water which rarely failed 
them and many had in fact piped water. Only in the 
driest of summers was any difficulty experienced, and it 
was not until almost the end of the century that the 
water from Bradford Corporation reservoirs began to 
replace the springs. 

The growth of the village was so rapid, however, 
that even with the efforts of the new mill-owners and of 
speculative builders housing was a serious problem. 
Many of the cottages on the hill sides were built to 
include cellar-dwellings and recourse was had to barns, 
of which some housed several families. It is said that a 
farmer at Norr had ten families living in his outbuildings 
when things were at their worst. A farm at Wilsden Hill 
and one at the Norr were converted into cottages about 
1815. 

The increased population was largely due to an 
influx of workers from the Yorkshire dales and from 
Westmorland; not only textile operatives, but ancillary 
tradesmen, including builders, swarmed into the district 
especially from the Kendal area, which was losing its 
trade to the West Riding. Many surnames of villagers 
still indicate the origin of their forebears; e.g., Kendall, 
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Bland, Hornby, Fawcett, Wigglesworth, Preston and 
Craven. 

Builders from Kendal, in particular, have left their 
mark on the neighbourhood. Travellers by road through 
the old county town of Westmorland have often been 
intrigued by the number of yards which open off both 
sides of the Main Street and which are reached through 
arched passages. These yards are said to have been first 
constructed in the days when Scottish raiders were a 
menace, the passages being easily blocked in case of 
necessity. 

Much of the property in Wilsden Main Street built 
before 1840 bears a strong resemblance to that in 
Kendal, especially the arched passages leading to the 
back of the houses. A striking example is a block of 
buildings built in 1822 which is almost a replica of some 
of the Kendal yards. It is known locally as the "Tap 
Yard" because it sheltered the tap which supplied 
water to the houses at Spring Hill. 

(To be continued) 
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THE AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION 
PART II: THE NAVIGATION IN THE PRE-CANAL AGE 

BY R. W. UNWIN, B.A. 

1 

NEITHER the passing of the Act to improve the 
navigation of the Aire and Calder above Wee-
land,' nor the opening of the rivers to Leeds and 

Wakefield in 17OO1,2 fulfilled the principal aims of the 
proprietors or undertakers, namely, the perfection of 
the waterway, and an adequate return for their invest-
ment. The first twenty years of the undertaking were 
marked by serious technical, financial, administrative 
and legal difficulties. 

Although the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers had 
co-operated in obtaining the requisite statutory author-
ity, and in the construction of locks below the conflu-
ence of the rivers, work on the Aire and Calder above 
Castleford was carried out separately at first. The ori-
ginal subscription of the Wakefield undertakers totalled 
£4,100, and was to yield eight per cent a year. This 
fell far short of what was actually required. In July, 
1701 the Wakefield undertakers signed an agreement 
with two carpenters of Huddersfield, James Mitchell and 
his son, Joshua, together with three Dewsbury masons, 
James Willans and his sons, James and Martin, who 
promised, "to make and keep navigable the river Calder 
for seven years next after the same should be finished 
for vessels of 12 and 14 tons. . . for £1,800.3 In Novem-
ber 1701 a new subscription was proposed, "it being 

i. 10 Will. III, c.25. 
2. R. Unwin, "The Aire and Calder Navigation Part I," The Bradford 

Antiquary, New Series, Part xlii (1964), pp 53-85. 
3. British Transport Commission Historical Records, York. ACN 3/15. 

Several references to James Mitchell at the Wakefield Registry of 
Deeds show that he was purchasing property in Wakefield in the early 
eighteenth century. Joshua Mitchell later became one of the undertakers 
for making the Yorkshire Derwent navigable together with Mark 
Andrew of Knottingley. North Riding County Record Office ZCGd/ 
35. In the 1720's he was in partnership with two other Yorkshire 
surveyors, William Palmer of York and Joseph Atkinson of Thorne. 
T. S. Willan, The Early History of the Don Navigation, (Manchester, 
1965), p.15. 
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necessary that a great sum of money should be raised 
for completing the undertaking. . ."." The two trustees, 
elected by the undertakers for dealing with day to day 
business, were also to be assisted by an elected com-
mittee, "for the regulation and better management of 
the navigation and to the intent no difference. . . may 
arise among the shareholders."5 The second subscrip-
tion, amounting to £2,290, was also to yield eight per 
cent interest.' This was paid out to Mitchell and his 
partners by April 1702, when the undertakers of Leeds 
and Wakefield, jointly, decided that major improve-
ments were necessary below Knottingley, on that part 
of the river Aire which had been navigable throughout 
the seventeenth century. On 21 April an agreement was 
signed with James Mitchell and George Atkinson, a 
carpenter from Thorne, providing for the construction 
of locks and dams at Beal and Haddlesey.7 The Wake-
field undertakers soon found it necessary to raise a third 
subscription of £1,640, "several considerable sums hav-
ing. . . become due to the workmen. . 

In 1703, serious disputes arose between the Leeds 
and Wakefield undertakers, the former having spent 
£2,800 more in making the river Aire navigable above 
Castleford than the Wakefield undertakers had spent 
in improving the Calder. As a result the Leeds under-
takers claimed 'some advantage' in the collection of 
lock dues and in the distribution of profits.9 Through 
Jaspar Blythman, the town's Recorder they sought the 

4. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 3/43. S. Ibid. 
6. ACN 1/3. 
7. ACN 4/35. George Atkinson was father of the Thorne surveyor 

Joseph Atkinson, one of the lessees of the Aire and Calder Naviga-
tion, 1723-58. George Atkinson died 1721. 

8. Wakefield Registry of Deeds C.15.4. Money was owing to Mitchell 
for Penbank Lock, Lakes Lock and Kirkthorpe Lock; and to Atkin-
son for locks at Beal and Haddlesey. It was decided that, "every 
person concerned in the first subscription was to pay 1/15 . . . In 
default of such payment the trustees were to stop and detain in their 
hands out of the Interest of the Navigation which shall belong to any 
such persons making default to make up fifteenth part." 

9. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/119/1. 
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legal opinion of Sir Thomas Powis and a Mr Vernon, 
in London. The Recorder's son wrote to his father from 
London, "I all along apprehended that ye Charge of 
making Aire navigable to ye meeting of ye Rivers had 
been solely disbursed by ye Gentlemen of Leeds and f 
there had been any miscarriage in ye part of ye Under-
taking I believe the Wakefield gent. would not have 
thought themselves concerned in it, and it would be 
pretty hard that after ye risks is over they should come 
into ye benefit of it."° The issue was referred to Godfrey 
Lawson, a Leeds merchant and the account books of 
both groups of undertakers were examined before an 
Award was made." The Award affirmed that the Leeds 
undertakers had spent considerably more than the 
Wakefield undertakers. Finally, "to prevent a long and 
expensive Chancery Suit," the Wakefield undertakers 
agreed to pay £1,496 4s. 8d.'2 

The dispute added to the financial problems of the 
Wakefield undertakers. By June, 1704 a further £1,800 
was needed, "a considerable sum was due for Interest 
on the subscription of the Wakefield undertakers 
together with sums agreed to be paid to the Leeds under-
takers."3 Eight of the original shareholders subscribed 
a further seventy-five pounds each, and three others a 
further £400 each. At a meeting on 13 June, 1704 it 
was decided that every shareholder who had advanced 
money for raising the £1,800 should have interest at 
six per cent "out of the first rents and profits of the 
Navigation." The same interest was to be paid for other 
lent money, "out of the next profits arising." The re-
mainder of the yearly profits was to be divided into 
eighty-two parts to be paid on the original subscription 

io. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/99. 
ii. Godfrey Lawson was mayor of Leeds 1669. He was named a Com-

missioner in 1699 Act for making Aire and Calder navigable. He 
died 1709. 

iz. Wakefield Registry of Deeds C.15.4. 13. Ibid. 

II 
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of R4, 100.14 By the end of 1704 only £316 19s. 4d. had 
been paid out in interest, less than one year's yield at 
eight per cent on the original subscription. At that time, 
when the navigation was 'near perfected"' the Wake-
field undertakers had raised over £9,000 on completing 
and maintaining the waterway and in compensating 
landowners, millowners and other interests. 

At first, the income of the undertakers was derived 
almost entirely from lock dues, and from participation 
in the river trade. Lock dues received by the Wake-
field undertakers between April 1703 and March 1705 
amounted to £297 5s. 5d. Arrears of £169 lOs. 7d. were 
principally due from those wharfingers, shipmasters and 
traders who had previously enjoyed a toll free navi-
gation to Knottingley,'6 in particular William Andrew 
a Knottingley wharfinger and Lawrence Spencer of 
Rawcliffe, formerly a leading wharfinger at Selby. The 
Wakefield undertakers had also engaged in trade. In 
1701, seven of them had subscribed ten pounds each to 
a special coal stock. From its early years, the navigation 
was used for the carriage of coal within the Humber-
Ouse-Trent waterway system, particularly to York. 317 
The undertakers were also concerned in the, river trade 
in lime. Trade by the undertakers directly ceased when 
the navigation was leased to 'farmers' from 1704 on-
wards, a practice which led to a shift in administrative 
responsibility for the undertaking." 

14. Ibid. The late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries saw the 
gradual emergence of different classes of shares. By 1700 the division 
of capital into debentures, preference and ordinary shares had been, 
to some extent, anticipated. W. R. Scott, The Constitution and Finance 
of English, Scottish and Irish 7oint-Stock Companies to 1720 (1912), 
i, p.364. 

15. "It was November 1704 before Navigation was near perfected." B.T.C. 
Hist. Records, York. ACN 8/20. 

16. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/35. 
17. ACN 4/35. 31 March, 1704 Received of Mr. Hillyard of York for 

coales £3 15s. 104-d. 
x8. 1 November 1704 tolls and duties of Navigation were leased to George 

Dover of Leeds, clothworker, for one year, at a rent of £800. Dover 
was brother-in-law of William Milner, the leading undertaker of 
Leeds. From 1 November 1705 Navigation leased for one year to 
Dover and Thomas Roebuck at rent of £1,000. The Wakefield under-
takers gave up direct trade in 1705, three boats being delivered to the 
lessees, the Fire-Ship, The Expedition and the punt. ACN 4/35. 

L 
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John Hadley, who had made the original survey 
of the river Aire and had been appointed the engineer 
to complete that navigation by the Leeds undertakers, 
does not appear to have finished the work.'9 As in the 
case of the Wakefield scheme, the main purpose was to 
improve - wherever possible - the natural channel of 
the river Aire, by scouring the river bed, removing sand-
banks and shoals, straightening the banks, and build-
ing dams and locks to permit the deepening and control 
of the stream. However, a number of lengthy cuts were 
necessary on the river Aire, to by-pass mill-weirs and to 
cut off tortuous bends. For example, in 1700, the Leeds 
undertakers contracted for the construction of the mile 
and a half long Cryer Cut.2° The Leeds undertakers also 
engaged in trade and in 1702 brief reference is made, 
"to ye use of our 4 boates."2' 

Apart from disagreements over the construction of 
the various works on the navigation, the Leeds and 
Wakefield undertakers also disputed the question of 
river tolls. In 1703 the two groups of undertakers 
agreed, "to account for clear profitts since the Act until 
1 May next and should show to each other all accounts 
kept by them—all reasonable allowances to be deducted. 
The clear profitts should then be equally divided."22 It 
seems that the Leeds undertakers were charging more 
for the shipping of cloth than the Wakefield under-
takers for it was agreed by both groups, "that no greater 
Toll should be accounted for by the Leeds Undertakers 

19. 23 August, 1701 Sutton Coldfleld. Mary Hadley to William Rooke, 
one of Leeds undertakers, ". . . conserned about the referance of 
our buisness betwixt the Undertakers of Leedes and myselfe . . 

B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/102. 
20. G. Ramsden, "Two Notes on the history of the Aire and Calder Navi-

gation," Publications of the Thoresby Society, Miscellany, xli (1953). 
At first the land for Cryer Cut was rented from the Irwin family of 
Temple Newsam for ten pounds a year. 

21. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/119/1. August 1700 undertakers 
agreement with John Cooke of Selby, ship carpenter for a boat to be 
built at Selby, ". . . 44 foot in length and 13 foot in Bredth and 
2j foot deep . . . a cabbin for four men to lodge in . . . to carry 15 
or 16 Tun weight att seaventeen Inches water . . . for £35 and if to 
full satisfaction they are to pay him 2 guineas more." ACN 3/19. 

22. Wakefield Registry of Deeds C.4.2. 
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for cloth to be exported beyond seas or sent to 
London from Leeds to Weeland than 9s. per ton from 
1 October to 1 May nor more than 4s. per ton from 
1 May to 1 October. )) 23 

Having settled their differences over the costs of 
construction and the division of profits, the way was 
clear for the union of the two groups of undertakers. 
On 24 September, 1705 a Constitution or Union Deed 
was signed, confirming that William Milner and William 
Rook were the trustees for the Leeds undertakers, and 
Joseph Watkinson and John Smyth were trustees for 
the Wakefield undertakers. The four trustees were to act 
according to the direction of a committee of ten, con-
sisting of the trustees themselves, and three undertakers 
from Leeds and Wakefield respectively. The trustees - 
whose personal property was indemnified from actions 
at law - were empowered, "to Let, manage and order 
the whole Navigation upon both Rivers and shall Tm-
ploy such Persons under them for collecting Tolls and 
profitts and in maintaining all Locks, wears and other 

)324 

11 

Between September, 1699 and May, 1702 several 
Commissioners named in the Aire and Calder Act met 
regularly, in order to mediate between the undertakers, 
and those property owners who wanted compensation 
as a result of the improvement, or extension of the 
waterway. The chief interests affected were landowners 
and millowners, who sought satisfaction for the digging 
of agricultural land to make locks and cuts, the use of 
land for haling paths, the cutting down of trees, the 
carriage of materials across fields adjacent to the rivers 
and for their storage on the banks. When the Leeds 
undertakers accepted the necessity of a lock and cut 
near Fleet Mills, the owner—Charles Robinson of Ards-
ley - was awarded 9d. per hour for every wheel which 

23. Ibid. 
24. Wakefield Registry of Deeds C.1.1. 
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should stop grinding.25 The awards to landowners indi-
cate a distinction in value between enclosed and open 
field land. The value of land was naturally greater in 
or near a town, varying from fifty pounds an acre near 
Leeds Bridge to fifteen pounds per acre at Castleford.26 

In 1702 extensive construction work was com-
menced in order to raise the water-level over the sand-
banks which obstructed the navigation below Knotting-
ley. Locks and dams at Beal and Haddlesey cost 
the undertakers over £1,600,27 but were regarded as 
"so absolutely necessary to perfect Nay: yt without 
them there wod be almost a Continual Stoppage of 
Boats. The works at Beal and Haddlesey were 
the occasion of protracted and expensive disputes and 
litigation with landowners, milowners, and the trading 
and shipping interests which had long enjoyed a toll-
free navigation to Knottirigley. The undertakers were 
soon receiving complaints. One, in 1703, stated that, 
"Whereas ye Locke builed at Beale upon Rivers Air 
and Caldr. Causes ye Overflowing of ye Grounds be-
longing Edward Thompson of Murston Esq. . . doth 
Expect such Satisfaction as ye Act. . . directs."2 In 
1705 the Undertakers paid thirty pounds to a Mr Tyas, 
"for damage don to Kndtingley forge by Beal's dam."3° 

In 1707, the landowners affected by flooding below 
Knottmgley consulted counsel on what action they 
might take. Their case set out that the undertakers had, 
"under pretended powers in the Act made cuts through 

25. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/lA. 
26. Ibid. Sir Walter Calverley recorded, "I went to Wakefield to appear 

(as commissioner) at the jury giving in their verdict about recom-
penses for hawling &c. on the rivers Aire and Calder." "Memorandum 
Book of Sir Walter Calverley, Bart.," Surtees Society, lxxvii (1886), 
p.90. 

27. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/99/1. 
28. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. Temple Hirst Estate 

Records. 
29. G. Ramsden, op.cit. 
30. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/35. Much of the ironwork used 

on the locks came from this forge. In 1721, Knottingley forge faced 
problem of growing shortage of charcoal, "the wood being spent 
thereabouts they was going about to remove that forge on to the 
river Wharf at or near Tadcaster." ACN 8/2. 
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grounds. . . of severall persons, taken away Trees and 
and other obstructions for making the Navigation, 
pulled down. . . Mills, and, in carrying on designs by 
Locks and other Waterworks. . . have caused many of 
ye adjacent lands . . . to be overflowed . . . without 
making any agreement with. . . Proprietors of land. 1131 
Sir Thomas Parker and Serjeant-at-Law Cheshire 
affirmed that since the undertakers had not made satis-
faction, "all yt hath been done is merely tortious as if 
no such Act had ever passed. "32 The main task of the 
Commissioners named in the Act was to settle compen-
sation before the undertakers constructed works, not 
to assist injured parties to recover damages for con-
struction already done, "yt was a thing out of ye view 
of ye Lawmakers and therefore not at all provided for 
by ym for they designed nothing to be done but wt satis-
faction should be made. . . and thought it enough to 
leave ye parties to ye ordinary methods of Law."33 
Counsel concluded, that, since the Commissioners had 
the power of Commissioners of Sewers, they might force 
the undertakers to improve and strengthen the river 
banks and prevent future disputes, but, "could not 
order satisfaction for damages past. 1134 

Complaints of another nature came from the trad-
ing and shipping interests of Knottingley, the head of 
navigation on the river Aire before the Act of 1699. 
A draft petition to the House of Commons alleged that 
the erection of locks and dams at Beal and Haddlesey 
prevented coasting vessels from getting up to Knot-
tingley, and that the undertakers had imposed tolls on 
traders of the town, despite earlier promises of exemp-
tion. To redress their grievances, Knottingley interests 
wanted leave to bring in a Bill to exempt the inhabi-
tants of the town from toll, "as was promised by the 
Undertakers before the Act passed," and also that the 
works below Knottingley, "might be abated or damages 
paid. '135 

31. Sheffield City Library, Archives Department. Bacon Frank MSS. 
BFM 52 (A3). 

32. Ibid. 33. Ibid. 34. Ibid. 35. Ibid., n.d. 
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By 1709, the various parties seeking damages from 
the undertakers had become determined to secure a new 
meeting of the Commissioners, which it was hoped 
might "render ym more complyant to render satisfac-
tion."36 Cyril Arthington wrote to William Nevile in 
Leeds, "I know ther's a storm gathering wch wn it 
L)reaks will I believe do 'em [the Undertakers] more 
damage than all the Floods they have had since they 
begun or it may be 40 years to come if it be not timely 
& carefully disperst, which their wisdomes needs no 
assistance in . . .".' When the Commissioners met at 
Pontefract on 2 June, 1709 complaints against the 
undertakers and the lessees of the navigation were made 
on behalf of Lord Lindsey and other landowners in 
Haddlesey, Beal, Kellington, Hensall, Birkin and Kell-
ingley. Thomas Rayner complained about damage to 
his fishery; Arthur Ingram concerning damage to Knot-
tingley Mills; the traders of Knottingley about the 
decline in the waterway; and Pontefract Corporation 
concerning their right to an ancient river toll between 
Temple Hurst and Knottingley.38 The Commissioners 
requested the Sheriff to summon a jury and at a further 
meeting on 18 July the undertakers were instructed to 
open floodgates, locks and sluices so that the jury might 
view the river Aire and ascertain its condition below 
Knottingley. Further proceedings by the Commissoners 
were prevented, for a writ of certiorari was served, 
removing the cause into the Court of Queen's Bench. 
The aggrieved parties felt that the undertakers were 
merely trying, "to put ye Sufferers about as much as 
may be. "39 

36. University of Nottingham. Mellish MSS 157-96. 

37. B. M. Stowe MSS., 748, fol. 79. William Nevile of Holbeck was High-
Sheriff of Yorkshire 1710. He was an active Commissioner in matters 
concerning the Aire and Calder Navigation. Cyril Arthington, F.R.S. 
was a progressive landowner of Arthington and Commissioner of ACN. 

38. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/IA. Robert, Marquis of Lindsey, 
Hereditary Lord Chamberlain. Became first Duke of Ancaster 1 Octo-
ber 1714. J. N. Worsfold, History of Haddlesey (1894), p.209. 

39. University of Nottingham. Mellish MSS 80-19. 
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In 1710 the cause was referred back to the Com-
missioners by a writ of procedendo. Tobiah Harvey, 
one of the active Commissioners wrote to Richard 
Wilson, "I heartily wish ye Undertakers would be 
sensible of ye great damage ye country suffers, were 
disposed voluntarily to make satisfaction, and to render 
ye river as navigable as it was before ye erection of ye 
two lowest locks, wch occasions ye warping of it more 
and more, and even ys winter ye boats could not pass 
till a fresh set ym at liberty."40 When the Commissioners 
met on 10 August and 6 September complaints against 
the undertakers were again made by landowners, mill-
owners and traders. At the second meeting a jury was 
impanelled by the High Sheriff and was directed to view 
the river Aire from Knottingley Mills downwards to 
Haddlesey dam and to present the same to the Com-
missioners. The undertakers were ordered to open locks 
and floodgates at Beal and Haddlesey, but those at 
Knottingley were to be kept closed. 411 

The jury viewed the river on 4 October, 1710 and 
its presentment provides a picture of the navigation - 
on the stretch naturally navigable - ten years after the 
improvement Act had been passed. It was found that, 
"the erecting of Dams at Beal and Haddlesey and mak-
ing hedges to contract the Channell of the River have 
not only stopped the Tides . . . but caused the Chan-
nell to sludge and warpe up, soe very much that it will 
not containe water running down the River in such 
floods as used not to reach near the Topps of the Banks, 
whereby Adjacent Meadows. . . containing about 2,000 
Acres are flooded by such floods as used not aft all to 
affect them. "42 The jury affirmed, "that not any satis-
faction hath been made by the Undertakers for such 
damages, and they have not raised the Banks of the 

40. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/99/1. Richard Wilson (1678-
1761) son of Thomas Wilson, Leeds merchant. Elected Recorder of 
Leeds 1729. In the 1720's Wilson bought the shares of Lord Galway 
and became one of the leading Wakefield undertakers. 

4'. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/lA. 
42. Ibid. 
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River according to such heights as they have raised 
the waters as the Act directs."43 In conclusion, it was 
predicted that, "the River will still daily fill up, and 
become lesse navigable and• allsoe less capable to con-
tame the water running down the same, in floods, unless 
the River be cleansed of the said Obstructions. "44 Follow-
ing the presentment, the Commissioners ordered the 
undertakers to raise the banks of the River from Knot-
tingley mills to Haddlesey dam, on penalty of £2,000, 
and the cleansing of this stretch of the navigation on 
the penalty of £3,000. These alterations were to be 
completed before 24 June, 1711. 

Although the time given to the undertakers was 
later extended, they preferred to reach a compromise 
with some of the landowners, rather than to fulfil the 
decision of the Commissioners. On 19 September, 1711 
the undertakers agreed with Joseph Mellish, Thomas 
Rayner and the inhabitants of Beal to make a sluice, 
in order to drain meadowland in Beal, not to raise the 
dams below Knottingley any higher, and to drop pro-
ceedings in Chancery. In return the landowners agreed 
to drop claims for damages, and promised that they 
would try to persuade the Commissioners to drop the 
order concerning the raising of the river banks.45 

In 1712 the cause between the Commissioners and 
the undertakers was heard at York Assizes. The case 
of the Commissioners - as plaintiff - consisted of six 
issues, namely, that the undertakers' works below Knot-
tingley had made lands more liable to flooding; that 
the river was "more warpt than formerly" and con-
sequently less navigable; that the locks and dams at 
Beal and Haddlesey were unnecessary; that the Aire 

43. Ibid. 44. Ibid. 
45. University of Nottingham. Mellish MSS. Joseph Mellish was the son 

of Samuel Mellish a barrister who had become Recorder of Doncaster. 
As the owner of extensive lands on the lower stretches of the rivers 
Aire and Don, Joseph Mellish was involved in disputes with both the 
Aire and Calder undertakers and with interests promoting schemes 
to improve and extend the navigation of the Don in the 1720's. 
T. S. Willan, The Early History of the Don Navigation, (Manchester, 
1965), p.11. 
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had not been continually navigable since their erection; 
that much larger vessels formerly came to Knottingley; 
and that the owner of Knottingley Mills had not received 
full satisfaction for damages. 

Witnesses testified that below Knottingley "in many 
places the River is Warpt up 2 foot, in some places 
3 foot, and in some 9 foot, so yt it is impossible it should 
Contain the same quantity of Water as before." It was 
also alleged that the making of hedges to contract the 
water into a narrow channel had rendered two-thirds 
of the river useless .4' The depositions of wharfingers, 
traders and shipmasters reveal the river and coasting 
trade of Knottingley in the late seventeenth and early 
eighteenth centuries and the effects of the extension of 
navigation on an existing waterway. It was asserted 
that sea vessels from Rochester, London, Newcastle and 
even from Holland carrying forty or fifty tons and draw-
ing six or seven foot of water, "used to come up in 
freshes to Knottingley town side."47 Thomas Caseley, 
who had been employed for twenty years upon the river 
Aire from Knottingley to Hull, York, Grimsby and 
Gainsborough had seen altogether aft Knottingley at 
one time eighteen or nineteen large top mast keels, "and 
had water enough to pass away." Knottingley traded to 
numerous river ports within the Humber-Ouse-Trent 
waterway system, to Torksey, Misterton, Burton Stather, 
Wintringham, Brigg, Paull, Brough, Whitgift, Swine-
fleet, Barmby while it was affirmed that "a great many 
more good Vessels from York, Thom and Doncaster 

46. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. Temple Hirst Estate 
Records. 

47. Ibid. John Burtwisel deposed that he had come from Rochester to 
Knottingley with fullers earth. Richard Dowson had frequently in 
summer with Spring Tides "passed up to Knottingley . . . while in 
winter vessels of 40 tun or upward had come up to Knottingley with 
salt and fullers earth while smaller vessels frequently came with barley 
and hides." Abraham Thompson deposed that "a Sea Vessell took 
goods in at Knottingley and carried into Holland (viz) Rape Cakes 
from Mr. Bever of Wakefield." Abraham Beevers of Wakefield, salter, 
was one of the Aire and Calder undertakers. He leased two rape 
mills upon the Aire in Allerton for twenty-five years from 1 August, 
1709. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/lA. 
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often traded up this River."48 All the witnesses who 
attested to the importance of the waterway to Knotting-
ley, stated that the construction of new works below the 
town had impaired the navigation of the Aire, that 
"before the Locks . . . a Vessell of 6 foot Water would 
have gone downe better than a Vessell of 3 now." Other 
witnesses testified that coasting vessels were "all Shut 
out . . . None of them can come there by passing 
through those Locks. . . That part of them which doth 
Still continue trading up to Knottingley passes over 
those Dams always. '49 Many witnesses seem to have 
supported the contemporary school of thought which 
maintained that the ebb tide combined with the land 
flood scoured out the bed of the river and carried away 
much more sand than the tides brought up. Thus it 
was deposed that "the tides are Stopt by making ye 
two dams at Hadlesey and Beall which tides usually in 
spring times flowed 6 miles further up the River yn 
now. . . ye tide flowed at Hadlesey 3 foot at Beal 18 
inches and at Knottingley 4 inches."5° 

Although it was conceded that the various locks 
and dams above Knottingley had enabled the under-
takers to extend river navigation to Leeds and Wake-
field, "where there was none before", evidence was pro-
duced to show that in some respects the trading interests 
of the West Riding were no better off. William Andrew 
a Knottingley wharfinger deposed that "Leeds men 
sometimes have sent their Goods to Rawcliffe by Land 
Carriage for want of Water . . . if Air had been navi-
gable betwixt Knottingley and Haddllesey at such times 
as sd carts Loaden'd wth Cloth past thro' Knottingley 
in their way to Rawcliffe . . . neither . . . Mr. Milner 
nor any other persons who were owners of the sd 

48. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. Temple Hirst Estate 
Records. 

49. Ibid. 
50. Ibid. One of the main engineering controversies of the early eight-

eenth century concerned the action of tides upon the lower reaches 
of a tidal river and from this whether tides were beneficial to naviga-
tion or not. T. S. Willan, River Navigation in England, 1600-1750. 
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packs. . . would have sent them by Land carriage. 
being more expensive than carriage by water."" Several 
boatmen asserted that they had assisted, "to Lighten 
boats several times at West Haddlesey of Cloth till they 
left not above 4 packs in a Boat."52 

The Knottingley traders had their own suspicions 
about the real motives of the undertakers. At the time 
of the trial Thomas Atkinson, a leading Knottingley 
trader wrote to Lord Lindsey, ". . . I say its evident 
to prove yt those 2 Low dams was only made to Bring 
ye Undertakers profit, & yt by Laying a great toll upon 
all Vessells yt passes ym up to Knottingley. . ." At the 
trial it was deposed that the undertakers, "take as much 
Toll for passing thro' Beal & Haddlesey Lock for coal 
(13d. per ton) corn (3d. per pack) and wool (Gd. per 
pack) as they do for passing thro' all the Locks above 
which in Number upon River Air are 7 and upon River 
Calder are 6. . 

Arthur Ingram, the owner of Knottingley Mills had 
already received eighty pounds for damages in 1709, 
but insisted that the undertakers, "make sattisfaction 
for what damidges he has sustained since yt time." It 
was affirmed that many people had been forced to grind 
corn at other mills and that "since the erection of Beal 
Dam, the mills are sooner in backwater and continues 
much longer so than before."" 

A view of the river was again ordered, but the 
undertakers opened the locks at Beal and Haddlesey, 
"to scoure the River as much as possible, that the jury 
might not so well Understand the warping the Channell 
of the River." Penbank Lock and Methley Lock were 
also opened, "to bring down a great head of water to 
Ferrybridge to amuse the Jury, & to carry down in their 

x. Ibid. William Milner, leading Leeds undertaker and prominent 
woollen cloth merchant. 

52. Ibid. Lighting boats were used on other river navigations in the early 
eighteenth century. T. S. Willan, River Navigation in England, i600-
1750 (1936), p.87. 

53. Ibid. Arthur Ingram 1660-1733. Related to the Temple Newsam family. 
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sight 2 boats that were loaden'd with goods and adorned 
with flags and streamers to make a shew of a good 
navigation.' '54 

By the autumn of 1712, the undertakers were eager 
t6 avoid additional expenses of litigation. The Wake-
field undertakers wrote to Lord Lindsey, stressing that 
they were, "and always have been ready to make you 
full Satisfaction for damage . . . begg your Ldship to 
referr matter to some gent. in yr part as they are Ready 
to do on theirs to whose award . . . they promise an 
entire obedience . . If it cannot be settled in that 
way . . . will accept necessity of legal action."" 

More than ten years after the first complaints con-
cerning the works below Knottirigley, the undertakers 
made agreements with the principal aggrieved parties. 
On 20 May, 1714 they promised Arthur Ingram not to 
raise existing dams and hedges any higher and, "shall 
ye next year make two or three Clows in Beal Dam 
more than there now is & shall keep open ye said Clows 
aft such Time as ye River is 2 foot higher by Reason 
of Freshes than itt is aft low Water Mark."" One 
hundred guineas was to be paid to Ingram, "in full of 
all pretensions of Damages done to this Day or that 
hereafter may be done by Reason of ye aforesd Hedges 
& Dam. "57 On 9 July an agreement was signed with 
Lord Lindsey and the inhabitants of Knottingley,58 the 
undertakers promising to make, "one or more new large 
Cutt or Cuffs. . . in the middle of the Dam at Chappel 
Haddlesey" to prevent flooding. If this failed to satisfý 
Lord Lindsey the undertakers agreed to "cause the 
dam. . . wholly to be taken down. . . before 9 January 
1718" On the question of river tolls the undertakers 
engaged not to demand, "of and from the Inhabitants 

54. Ibid. The deception of the undertakers, "was noticed by Sir William 
Hustler who told some of the Undertakers secrets that he would 
remember it at the Assizes." 

55. Ibid. 
56. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/35. 57. Ibid. 
58. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. Temple Hirst Estate 

Records. 
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of Knottingley any more than one third parte of Such 
Toll per Tunn for passage up and down Air to and 
from Knottingley to Weeland. . . as now is taken from 
the Inhabitants of Wakefield and others trading upon 
the River for passage from Wakefield to Weeland." 
It was finally agreed that, "all proceedings both at Law 
and in Equity touching the said disputes shall be stayed 
from this time."5 

111 

The expenses of completing and maintaining the 
navigation works, and of protracted lawsuits had serious 
repercussions on the finances of the Aire and Calder 
undertaking. Disbursements by the Leeds and Wake-
field undertakers rose from £579 16s. lOd. in 1708 to 
£1,689 18s.8d. in the following year, as the result of 
extensive flooding and widespread damage.6° To dis-
charge £400 due to the workmen, each Wakefield under-
taker paid £30 15s. 4d. and arrears of interest were 
added to the principal, a step which many of them 
opposed. At what must have been a heated meeting on 
9 March 1709, the Wakefield undertakers declared that 
they were, "to have Interest at 6 per cent for ever and 
that their Lent Money should not be added to ye 
Originall or first Subscription. 116" Defraying litigation 
added to the undertakers' difficulties. Total payments in 
1712 amounted to £1,291 18s. 3d., and interest was 
again added to the principal of the Wakefield under-
takers. Failure to increase greatly the annual rent for 
which the tolls and duties of the navigation were leased 
was a further indication of the difficulties of the under-
takers. In 1715 it was decided that, "no Lease of the 
Navigation be lett for less than £1,800 a year clear 

59. Ibid. 
6o. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/35. £124 was paid for repairing 

the weirs at Knottingley and the lessees were paid sixty pounds "for 
the Loss they sustained by Castleford Lock being down so long." 

61. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/3. On 30 June, 1705 interest 
had been reduced from eight per cent, to six per cent. 
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rent.)62 This the lessees were unwilling to pay, and for 
a year the navigation was managed by the undertakers 
themselves. When a new lease was eventually agreed 
upon to run for seven years from November 1716, the 
yearly rent was only £1,600.63 When William Milner, 
the leading Leeds undertaker purchased shares from a 
Dutch merchant John D'Orvill in 1715, the latter wrote, 
"I wish you henceforward better fortune with your 
interest in the navigation than I had hitherto." 

An indenture signed by all the Leeds undertakers 
on 26 January, 1719 stated that they had, "in the Space 
of Eighteen years. . . only four Dividends. . . which 
• . . did not amount to four years Legall Interest for 
the . . . sums . . . subscribed. All the rest of the 
Profitts . . . being applyed . . . to perfect the said 
navigation, which loss of Interest together with the 
hazard trouble and other Expences. . . do when duly 
considered make each of the sd subscribers shares at 
this time of double value . . . Wherefore . . . every 
sum of one hundred Pounds so Originally subscribed 
shall from this time. . . in all Accounts, Dividends. . . be 

taken ... as Two hundred Pounds and accordingly 
the capitall or Originall Stock of the undertakers of 
Leeds shall be hereafter. . . taken to be £14,400.)65 

By 1718 no interest had been paid on the Lent 
Money of the Wakefield undertakers for five years. At 
a meeting on 19 May it was decided that £500 of the 
interest owing should be paid off but that the remaining 
interest due - amounting to £1,510 - should be ac-
counted as principal lent money. Henceforward the 
Treasurer was to pay six per cent interest on the £6,700 
lent money, then interest on the £1,510 at five per cent, 
and the remainder of the clear rent was to be divided 
among the holders of the original eighty-two shares. 

62. Ibid. 1708-i715 tolls and duties of Aire and Calder Navigation were 
leased to Joseph Shaw and Thomas Clark at annual rent of £1,200. 
ACN 4/36. 

63. ACN 4/36. 
64. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. DB 65/10. Milner MSS. 
6. Ibid. 
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Even this did not prove possible for on 30 September 
it was decided that "only 5 per cent be paid for all ye 
Lent Money."66 A month later a meeting of all the 
Wakefield undertakers was proposed, "to consider what 
money to be advanced for ye Increase of ye Naviga-
tion." 67 A number of them were determined either to 
secure a more satisfactory financial arrangement, or to 
withdraw from the undertaking. Serious disputes en-
sued, which were referred to Richard Witton and 
Richard Wilson. Their award in 1720 stated that, 
"whereas £4,100 was the capital stock of the Wake-
field Undertakers and money lent on credit of stock 
£8,210. . . Undertakers should pay. . . for every £100 
which they had, £200 and so proportionally 
towards discharging £8,210 debt . . . and sums ad-
vanced towards discharging debt should. . . be added 
to . . . originall Stock . . . entitled to share or divi-
dend . . . in increased stock which from April 1720 
was to be taken as £12,300.68 

Leeds and Wakefield Undertakers, 1719-20 
William Milner 6,300 Lord Bingley 1,500 
William Rooke 3,000 Robert Monckton 2,140 
Robert Kitchingman ) John Burton 2,130 
Rev. Samuel Brooke t 1,800 John Witton 1,500 
Elizabeth Hey ( John Paley 150 
Robert Denison J Jane Spinks 150 
Martin Huntington 480 John Beevers 450 
John Dodgson 300 John Smyth 2,140 
Skudamore Lazenby 240 Thomas Roebuck 2,140 
Ann Sawyer 600 
Thos Sawyer, her son f 
Dr Brooke 600 
George Dover 600 
Elizabeth Lowther 480 

14,400 12,300 

66. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/3. 67. Ibid. 
68. University of Nottingham. Hatfield Chase MSS 8403. William Milner 

by 1719 had purchased the shares of Caleb Askwith, James Dawson, 
John Hoiroyd, William Sutcliff and John D'Orvill. 
William Rooke was son of the original undertaker who died 1710. 
He was knighted in 1727. 
Thomas Kitchingman, one of original undertakers died 1716. Four 
coheirs, Mary, wife of Robert Kitchingman merchant of Leeds; Sarah, 
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iv 

After 1720 the fortunes of the Navigation greatly 
improved, dividends on the undertakers' capital of 
£26,700 rising from six per cent to twelve per cent 
in the following twenty years. This was mainly due 
an increasing volume of trade on the rivers, which 
enabled the undertakers to lease the navigation at a 
much higher rent, rising from £1,600 in 1716 to £3,200 
a year in 1738. The lessees also took increasing respon-
sibility for the maintenance of the navigation. In 1719 
the undertakers allowed the lessees £100 for stoppages 
and the repair of Castleford Mills, "upon Condition 
that the Farmers show ye Treasurer all their Books 
concerning ye profitts of ye Navigation . . . and that 

wife of Rev. Samuel Brooke, D.D., Rector of St Alpage, London; 
Elizabeth, widow of Joseph Hey, merchant; and Mary, wife of Robert 
Denison, merchant. 
The shares of John Gibson passed to his daughter Jane, wife of 
Martin Huntington, Leeds merchant. 
John Dodgson was eld. s. of John D. linen draper d. 1720. John D. 
junior also a merchant. 
The shares of Thomas Lazenby passed to his eld. s. Scudamore, a 
Leeds merchant and mayor 1719. 
Shares of Thomas Sawyer passed to his widow Ann, and to his s. 
Thomas who was chosen Alderman of Leeds 1728. 
Rev. Samuel Brooke's first wife was daughter of one of original under-
takers Joshua Ibbetson. 
George Dover had purchased the shares of William Wombwell. 
Elizabeth Lowther was widow of Christopher Lowther, one of the 
original undertakers. 
Lord Bingley was s. and h. of Robert Benson of Wrenthorpe. b.1676. 
Commissioner of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer 1711-
14. Created Baron Bingley 1713. Built Bramham Park; d.1731. 
Robert Monckton of Cavil and Hodroyd d.1722. His s. and h. John 
was created Viscount Gallway 1727. 
John Burton, a retired London merchant who had taken up his resi-
dence at Heath near Wakefield. One of the lessees of the Navigation, 
1716-1744. Father of the celebrated Dr John Burton of York. 
Rev. John Witton of Birthwaite was younger s. of Richard Witton 
one of original Wakefield undertakers. John W. d.1754 last male heir 
of the Lupset family and possessor of considerable fortune. York 
Courant. 
Rev. John Paley of Hunslet. Jane Spink of Hunslet was probably 
daughter of Jeremiah Spink one of the original Wakefield undertakers. 
John Beevers was son of Abraham Beevers, a Wakefield salter and 
dyer John B. d.1754. 
John Smyth was one of the original undertakers. He d.1729. Had pur-
chased property at Heath. 
Thomas Roebuck of Heath was one of original undertakers. Lessee of 
navigation 1705-7. 
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for the future no Sum be allowed ye farmers upon pre-
tence of any promise from the Undertakers unless such 
promise be signed in writing."' The receipts of the 
lessees for freight and lock dues rose from a total of 
£30,081 15s. Gd. for the years 1724-28 inclusive 70 to 
£46,392 13s. lOd. for the years 1744-48 inclusive .7, The 
declared dividends of the lessees in the same two periods 
rose from £6,384 3s. ld. to £8,621 9s.72 

Defoe found Wakefield "a large, handsome, rich 
clothing town . . . full of trade . . . here also is a 
market for woollen cloaths, after the manner of that at 
Leeds, tho' not so great . . . Leeds is a large, wealthy 
and populous town . . . some years ago an Act 
was obtained for making the Rivers Aire and Calder 
navigable; by which a communication by water was 
opened from Leeds and Wakefield to Hull, and by 
which mains all the woollen manufactures . . . is 
carried by water to Hull, and there shipped for Hol-
land, Bremen, Hamburgh, and the Baltick . . ."." Be-
tween 1 November, 1711 and 1 November, 1712 cloth 
and other goods carried from Leeds to Rawcliffe 
amounted to 1,732 tons, most of the eighteen boats 
used belonging to the lessees. The tonnage of woollen 
cloth carried by the navigation was determined largely 
by the state of the industry, which fluctuated consider-
ably in the early eighteenth century. In 1726 it was 
reported that "there is not at present that call for the 
Woollen Manufacture in Yorkshire (which was used 
to be exported to Germany) as formerly."74 Eight years 

69. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/3. In early years of the Naviga-
tion the undertakers had paid forty pounds a year to James Mitchell 
and his partners to maintain the works. 

70. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/36. 
71. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. DB 65/11. Milner MSS. 
72. Use of ACN 4/36 and DB 65/11. 
73. Tour through England and Wales (i724-27), ed. G. D. H. Cole (1927), 

ii, pp.185-6, 207-8. In November, 1723 the Leeds Mercury reproduced 
a reference to Wakefield which had appeared in the London journal. 
"The Town of Wakefield . . . is of late years so much increased in 
trade, and consequently in People, that they are going to build a new 
Church there in all the modern magnificence . . 

74. Tonnage figures from ACN 4/105. State of woollen industry in 1726 
from Leeds Mercury. 
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later Leeds was referred to as "a town a great deal more 
burden'd with Poor than they were last year. . . Cloth 
fallen 4d. a yard . . . same quantity made but not 
same quantity sold by more than a third."" In 1734 
it was calculated that £30,000 worth of kerseys were 
manufactured a year; that of shalloons which were 
made around Halifax, £10,000 worth were exported 
annually ;76 "while Tammys, Serges, Callimacoes and 
most sorts of stuffs are made about Leeds, Wakefield, 
Bradford and in the Western Parts of the county wch 
supply ye North and many are sent into the Southern 
Parts and abroad alsoe, to the value of £10,000 every 
year.' 77 In 1740 it was stated that Leeds, "has been long 
possessed of the Bays and White Kersey Trades, wch 
woollen Goods are made mostly in Rochdale parish. 
and in Halifax parish, and have been usually vended 
here . . . they have all come to this place & been here 
packed & sent hence by the River. "7' The letter book of 
a Halifax worsted manufacturer reveals the extensive 
use made of the river navigation. Thus on 29 June 
1739 John Firth wrote to a London merchant "I have 
sent for you to Leeds to be packt & sent forward by 
sea in one Bale . . . 200 shalloons consigned to Mr. 
Cookson of Hull.' 7 

Defoe also observed that "they carry coals down 
from Wakefield (especially) and also from Leeds 
quite down into the Humber, and then up the Ouse 
to York, and up the Trent, and other rivers. . . with 
this advantage too, that whereas the Newcastle coals 
pay four shillings per chaidron duty . . . these being 

75. Sheffield City Library, Archives Department. Wharncliffe MSS 117/2. 
76. Ibid. Kerseys - cheap, coarse woollen cloth made in white, blue, red 

and other colours - were the "old draperies" of the West Riding. 
Shalloons were a light worsted fabric. 

77. Ibid. Tammies were a thin worsted material, sometimes glazed. 
78. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/120. Bays were a light, coarse 

fabric, half woollen half worsted. 
79. Bankfield Museum. Halifax Antiquarian Society MSS. (321) Letter 

Book of John Firth, worsted manufacturer i739-40. The surviving 
accounts of William Maister (i662-i716) head of Hull's leading mer-
cantile family include references to the shipping of cloth for Leeds 
merchants to Gottenburg, bar iron being sent to Rawcliffe. University 
of Hull, Maister MS. 
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only called river borne coal, are exempted • .".° The 
development of the river trade in coal occurred rapidly 
after the extension of the waterway to Leeds and Wake-
field. In March, 1709 Cyril Arthington wrote to William 
Nevile, ". . . Ime just told our Navigators are allarm'd 
with the talk of a Petition to hinder them from carrying 
Coals down from Leeds (if not from Wakefield also) •"8r 
In 1728, 9,698 tons of coal were carried up the York-
shire Ouse; in 1731, 8,416 tons and in 1733, 8,258 tons, 
although some of this almost certainly came from New-
castle and Sunderland. 82 Coal was also carried from 
West Yorkshire pits up the river Derwent, "yt being 
the certain trade from Wakefield to Malton only. "83 

The lessees of the lock dues and freight of the navi-
gation had taken an early interest in the development 
of the coal trade. In 1710 a partnership was dissolved 
by Lawrence Spencer a former lessee and wharfinger of 
Leeds and Rawcliffe, Thomas Roebuck of Heath also a 
lessee in the early eighteenth century and James Mitchell 
the Huddersfield carpenter, following "several disputes 

concerning their . . . Interests in certain Houses, 
Lands and Collieries. . . in Beeston, Ossett and Beal... 
which they at their Joint Charge did purchase . . . as 
also concerning their Joynt Interest in Two Boats 
Riding upon Rivers of Aire & Calder and other dis-
putes between. . . Spencer and. . . Roebuck concerning 
a Third part in a Lease of the Tolls and profits of the 
Navigation and of the use of Five Boats."8 

The extension of river navigation provided a 
stimulus to coalowners. Thus in 1730 it was advertised 
that "a Collery . . . in Rothwell, one Mile from Leeds, 

80. Daniel Defoe, A Tour Thro' the Whole Island of Great Britain, ed. 
G. D. H. Cole (2 vols., 1927), ii, p.208. 

81. B. M. Stowe MSS., 748, fol. 79. 
82. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. Healaugh MSS He/37(a). 
83. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 8/10. 
84. Wakefield Registry of Deeds C.331.541. Before the opening of the 

Aire and Calder to Leeds and Wakefield, Lawrence Spencer was one 
of the leading wharfingers at Selby. He subsequently moved to Raw-
cliffe and then to Leeds. His last years were marked by serious finan-
cial difficulties. In 1726 the undertakers, "allowed Lawrence Spencer, 
formerly a farmer of ye Navigation ten pounds as a Charity." ACN 1/3. 
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is now set on Foot. . . and for the Encouragement of 
the Inhabitants of Leeds, Coals will be brought up by 
Water." 85 In 1735 the first boat freighted with coal from 
Rothwell Haigh colliery was sent to Leeds, "under 
Triple Discharge of our great Artillery . . . now that 
it has got right into Motion, may Supply the River, and 
the Country for several Generations to come.""' 
Waggonways were also built to the rivers from adjacent 
pits. Thus in 1745 the coal mine at Outwood near 
Wakefield was advertised for sale, "where a Waggon 
Way is made from the said Pitts, to Bottom Boat Staith, 
situated on the River Chalder. . . a sufficient Number 
of Waggons is made to convey the said Coals and 
Cinders down to the River." 87 Even more notable was 
the Middleton Waggonway for the supply of Leeds and 
the river Aire, the statutory authority for which was 
obtained in 1758.88 

v 

Trading interests in the West Riding - in accord-
ance with prevailing mercantilist attitudes - assumed 
that there was a more or less fixed volume of economic 
activity and that the circumstances of supply and 
demand could not be readily increased or diminished. 
Many believed that if one trading area or group pros-
pered another must - in consequence - decline; that 
"you cannot in trade do good to one town, but you 

8. Leeds Mercury, 21 July 1730. This colliery at Rothwell was developed 
by Samuel Hamer and Thomas and James Fenton. 

86. Leeds Mercury, 24 February, 1735. 

87. York Courant, 22 October, 1745. 

88. In 1758 Charles Brandling offered to deliver to Leeds 23,000 tons of 
coal annually from his pits at Middleton, at a fixed price, in return for 
the right to construct a waggonway. An act to this effect was passed 
the same year. Brandling also sent considerable quantities of coal 
down the river Aire from Hunslet Staith. W. G. Rixmner, "Leeds and 
Its Industrial Growth. 3. Coal," The Leeds 7ourna1, January 1954. 
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rob another." 89 At a time when transport costs were 
high, the various commercial interests along one line 
of communication tended to oppose vigorously efforts 
to improve neighbouring routes which might carry the 
same commodities. It was argued that. "if one River 
encreases in Seamen, another decays, as one road more 
used, makes another to be less so . . .".° 

The prospect of competition in the river trade for 
coal was probably the principal reason why the Aire 
and Calder undertakers opposed the extension of river 
navigation above Doncaster. On 5 January 1721 it was 
agreed that John Burton, a Wakefield undertaker and 
lessee of the Aire and Calder, should go to London to 
oppose a Bill to extend the navigation of the River 
Don.9' Three years later one of the Leeds undertakers, 
Dr Samuel Brook was in London soliciting against the 
Don scheme. In 1726 when a Bill for the south York-
shire project was finally passed, messengers had been 
paid, "to go to York and Ripon with petitions against 
the River Dunn." 92 When the lease for the Aire and 
Calder was renewed in 1737, it was provided that, "m 
case the River Don should be made navigable to 
Rotherham before the seven year term should expire, 
the farmers [lessees] should have the choice of either 

89. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. General Archives. Letters 
of "J.A." When Wakefield erected a Hall for the sale of white broad-
cloths in 1710, Ralph Thoresby recorded how he, "rode with the 
Mayor and others to my Lord Irwin, about the erection of a Hall for 
cloths in Kirkgate (Leeds), to prevent the damage to this town by 
one lately erected at Wakefield." K. L. McCutcheon, "Yorkshire Fairs 
and Markets to the End of the Eighteenth Century," Publications of 
the Thoresby Society, xxxix, quoting Thoresby's Diary. 

90. University of Nottingham. Mellish MSS 162/19c. 
91. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/35. 
92. Ibid. When the first schedule of tolls was framed for the Don Navi-

gation in 1733, coal was to pay only is. 6d. per ton to enable the pits 
around Rotherham to compete with coal from the Aire and Calder 
valleys within the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway system. G. G. Hop-
kinson, "Inland Navigation in South Yorkshire and North Derby-
shire 1697-1850," Hunter Archaeological Society Transactions. At that 
time coal on the Calder and on that part of the Aire below Swilling-
ton Bridge paid 2s. 6d. per ton; on the Aire above the Bridge 3s. per 
ton. ACN 1/3. Lessees of the Don Navigation had to sign a declara-
tion that they had no interest in the Aire and Calder, although in 
1751 Joseph Atkinson was one of the lessees of both undertakings. 
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completing their tenancy or giving twenty one months 
notice to hand it up. "93 

A more direct threat to the Aire and Calder navi-
gation arose from attempts to improve the roads east 
of Leeds and Wakefield. Such schemes were prompted 
partly by defects in the waterway. Thus in periods of 
drought or frost, land carriage was regularly used from 
Leeds and Wakefield to Selby, Knottingley and Raw-
cliffe. The owners of Knottingley and Castleford Mills 
disputed with the undertakers and lessees of the navi-
gation on their respective uses for the waterway. In 
1736 William Palmer - a leading Yorkshire surveyor 
and engineer - was consulted, who proposed that a 
new dam should be erected below Ferrybridge and a 
cut made through Brotherton Marsh, "for the passage 
of boats into Knottingley Lock to prevent the owners 
of Knottingley Mill from drawing water so low as to 
stop the navigation below Castleford Dam. 1194 This was 
vigorously opposed by Knottingley, "a large place con-
sisting of near 600 familys." 95 After the death of Palmer 
in 1737 a new plan was drawn up for a hedge in the 
river above Knottingley lock. 96 Lock dues and freight 
charges on the Aire and Calder provided perennial 
sources for complaint. A memorandum, Losses to the 
Naiqation97 concluded that high rates prevented the 
most effective use of the whole waterway, "for none can 
afford to trade (by water) further than Knottingley." 

In the late 1730's the merchants and manufacturers 
in the rapidly expanding worsted industry of Rochdale 
and Halifax, and many of the merchants of Leeds and 
Wakefield were becoming increasingly eager to im-
prove road and river communications. In February, 
1739 a meeting was held at Wakefield to consider pro-

93. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/36. 
94. ACN 1/3. William Palmer was surveyor and engineer who worked 

on various Yorkshire rivers, including the Don, Ouze and Beverley 
Beck. T. S. Willan, River Navigation in England, 1600-1750 (Man-
chester, 1936), p.79. It seems that Palmer died 1737. ACN 4/106/2. 

95. Leeds City Library, Archives Department. Temple Newsam MSS. 
TN/KN/E4. 

96. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/3. 97. ACN 4/119. 
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posals for a turnpike westwards to meet the Black-
stone Edge turnpike from Lancashire.' It was also 
proposed to petition Parliament to regulate lock dues 
on the Aire and Calder, some merchants affirming that 
they had their goods carried, "to and from Sweden to 
Hull, for half ye price it costs them from Hull to Wake-
field."99 The project to turnpike the road from Wake-
field to Elland aroused the suspicions of several Leeds 
merchants, apprehensive that it might harm their own 
dealings in the Halifax and Rochdale districts, since 
Elland - two miles from Halifax - was eleven from 
Wakefield, as compared to twelve miles from Leeds. In 
December, 1740 a subscription of £205 16s. was raised 
at a meeting in Leeds to promote a Bill to repair and 
turnpike the roads from Selby through Leeds, Bradford 
and Bowling to Halifax.100 This scheme was not accept-
able to all the Leeds merchants, and, when the town 
Council met it was resolved - almost unanimously - 
to apply for a Bill to turnpike the road between Elland 
and Leeds. 

Other Yorkshire turnpikes were also being con-
sidered.'0' On 27 December, William Marsden wrote 
from Barnsley to seek the support of the Duke of Leeds 
for the Doncaster-Halifax turnpike, giving an account 

98. The first Yorkshire turnpike Act was passed in 1734 to repair the 
roads from Manchester and Oldham to Saddleworth; and from Roch-
dale over Blackstone Edge to Halifax and Elland. By 1740 the trustees 
of this road were indebted for £2,500 and money taken in tolls 
averaged only £3 lOs. per week. ACN 4/108. 

99. Cavendish Nevile to the Earl of Strafford. Add MS. 24470 fol. 260 
Nevile was the principal opponent of any extension of river naviga-
tion on the upper Calder where he owned several fulling mills. 

'00. Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. Spencer Stanhope MSS. The 
leading subscriber to the Selby-Halifax scheme was Sturton Walmsley 
a wealthy manufacturer and merchant of the Rochdale-Halifax dis-
trict. For the meteoric rise of Walmsley family in the early eighteenth 
century see A. P. Wadsworth and Julia Dc Lacy Mann, The Cotton 
Trade and Industrial Lancashire, 1600-1780 (Manchester), 1931. 

101. During December and January, 1740-41 petitions were presented in 
favour of six Yorkshire turnpikes. Besides the Selby-Halifax and 
Elland-Leeds roads, turnpikes were promoted for the following roads: 
Doncaster to Saltersbrooke; Wakefield to Weeland via Pontefract and 
Knottingley with a branch from Pontefract to the Great North Road; 
from the Red House near Doncaster to Halifax via Wakefield, Dews-
bury and Elland; and from York to Doncaster. H. of C. 7ourna1s, xxiii, 
561, 568, 570, 573, 580. 
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of the various schemes afoot, ". . . wee have petitions 
for Turnpikes without end going forward . . . The 
exorbitant Lock dues upon the river to Wakefield and 
Leeds, and ye petition for carrying it up to Ealand and 
Hallifax seemes to have put em all upon mettle prodigi-
ously . . . Mr Mimes and the tradesmen of Wakefield 
are . . . solicitous for em to distress, and reduce ye 
navigators and ye Lock dues upon ye river up to Wake-
field and pretend to make it appear that (even now) 
the goods which come by land, come cheaper than by 
water and if ye road is made good from a place called 
\Veeland which lyes upon their river about thirteen 
miles below Wakefield they will be carryed to and from 
thence at a little more than half ye price they now pay, 
which if true, they have certainly reason to seek for 
redress . . 

Richard Wilson, one of the leading Wakefield 
undertakers and a trustee, expressed his concern to 
another undertaker, George Fox at the possible effects 
of two of the turnpike projects. Wilson considered that 
the Selby-Halifax scheme was designed by merchants 
and traders, "who have resentments against our farmers 
of the Rivers. . . the like scheme to distress us is carry-
ing on at Wakefield by a Turnpike road proposed from 
thence . . . to Weeland . . . the utmost extent of our 
Navigation."03 He concluded, "I hope not only yr own 
Interest but the publick Good, which in my apprehen-
sion is best promoted in supporting those Rights that 
are derived by authority of Parliament, will induce you 
to oppose with vigour these schemes of distressing the 
Navigation." 104 

102. Yorkshire Archeological Society. Duke of Leeds Estate Records, Box 
36. (unsorted). 

103. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/120. George Fox 1696-1773 
married Harriet, da. and h. of Robert Benson, Baron Bingley of 
Bramham Park. George Fox was M.P. for Hedon 1734-41 and for 
York 1742-61. 

104. Ibid. "The confessed original design of which [the Selby-Leeds turn-
pike] was to make Selby the shipping port for Leeds." Leeds Mercury 
21 February, 1769. 
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Sir William Milner, the principal Leeds undertaker 
and trustee, and M.P. for York tried to draw off some 
of the support for the Selby-Halifax scheme, persuad-
ing Sir William Lowther to present the petition for the 
Leeds-Elland turnpike, "as thinking it must in decency 
draw him off from Supporting the Selby Petition (to 
which he was no ill-wisher) "105 Mimer doubted whether 
the proposed turnpikes would affect the waterway, and 
was against opposing them openly, "my thoughts upon 
the Navigation Subject, have always been to be 
Quiet."106 He considered that, "the only effectual way 
in my opinion of opposing them, a very fair one, and 
a very plausible one, Which is the Preventing any Tax 
being laid upon Coals from these Turnpikes; which 
must be a great Burthen upon all the Manufacturers... 
and if that Tax should be prevented upon which all 
their Hopes must depend for raising any Considerable 
Sum, I Cannot see what advantage a Turnpike Either 
from Leeds or Wakefield Eastwards can be to them, 
and you may depend upon Lord Irwin, Sir John Bland, 
Sir Edward Gascoigne and others, who have Consider-
able Rents from collierys giving all the opposition they 
can to such a tax." °7 

Wilson wrote to other M.P.'s for their support. 
He stressed to the Yorkshire M.P., Chomley Turner 
the undertakers had spent above £60,000 to complete 
the navigation and had never exceeded the tolls granted 
by Act of Parliament.108 He went on to counter the 

los. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/120. Sir William Milner to 
Richard Wilson 25 December, 1740. Sir William was son of the 
original Leeds undertaker. He was created a baronet in 1717, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of the Archbishop of York and died 1745. 
Sir William Lowther of Swillngton M.P. for Pontefract. Coal from 
his Swillington estate was sent down the Aire. 

1o6. Ibid. 
107. Ibid. Lord Irwin of Temple Newsam leased out coal in Whitkirk and 

Halton. Temple Newsam MSS. Sir Edward Gascoigne was working 
coal at his estates at Seacroft, Garforth and Barwick in Elmet. Gas-
coigne MSS. 1738 Sir John Bland of Kippax Park leased colliery at 
Houghton near Castleford, "there is no Colliery between this and the 
sea." Leeds Mercury 16 May. 

io8. Ibid. A few days earlier Wilson had informed Fox that the under-
takers had spent £30,000. 
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arguments of the turnpike promoters, concerning the 
various hazards which might be encountered on the 
Aire and Calder Navigation, "as to the obstructions... 
by very severe frosts and axcessive droughts at these 
times all Roads are Turnpike Roads and passable with 
out the help of an Act of Parliament. . . and as to the 
case of floods whenever ye navigation is thereby ob-
structed between Weeland and Leeds and Wakefield, 
its certainly more and longer so below Weeland."°9 
Finally, Wilson used the line of argument which Milner 
had recommended, that, to impose tolls on coal and 
lime to support the proposed turnpikes east of Leeds 
and Wakefield would affect York and other towns and 
be burdensome to manfacturing interests, adding, "in 
our Bill for a turnpike from Elland to Leeds . . . we 
propose to exempt all Coal carriages from Toll."0 

The report of the committee appointed to consider 
the petition for the extension of river navigation to 
Halifax was examined in the House of Commons on 
22 January 1741, and undoubtedly had some effect on 
the various turnpike schemes. The surveyor of the 
Calder and Hebble had affirmed to the committee that, 
"even were it possible to make the roads between Hali-
fax and Wakefield as good as any turnpike road, water 
carriage would be cheaper." Having heard the report 
the House ordered that a Bill for the navigation should 
be brought in. "2 

On 26 January, Sir Miles Stapylton reported upon 
the petitions for the Selby-Halifax, Wakefield-Weeland, 

109. Ibid. The severe frost of the winter of 1739-40 was almost certainly 
a factor in the many turnpike promotions of the following Parliamen-
tary session. Extract of letter from Hull dated 18 January 1740. "The 
Frost has a long Time hindered the Passage of any Ships, Humber 
being full of Ice." Leeds Mercury 22 January. 

rio. Ibid. 
iii. H. of C. Journals, xxiii, 608. John Eyes, the surveyor estimated that 

the cost of land carriage of woollen cloth between Halifax and Wake-
field would be reduced from 15s. to 9s. including dues for locks upon 
the river, "while no improvement in the roads could render carriage 
so cheap." 

112. Ibid. The Calder and Hebble Bill was defeated in its Committee 
Stage, when Sir Miles Stapylton was voted out of the chair. Spencer 
Stanhope MSS 60511 (Sheffield). 

11 
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Red-House-Halifax and Leeds-Elland turnpikes. Wit-
nesses had asserted that all these roads were in a ruinous 
condition. In support of the Selby-Halifax scheme it 
was stated that in times of drought, frost or flood the 
the Aire and Calder navigation proved inadequate and 
that land carriage for lime and other goods was com-
monly used. The report on the Wakefield-Weeland 
petition was worded more strongly against the Aire 
and Calder navigation, John Milnes having informed 
the Committee that lock dues upon the rivers were so 
high that woollen goods from the West Riding and wool 
and corn from Lincolnshire could be carried more 
cheaply by land carriage."" When all the reports had 
been considered, the House agreed that Bills should be 
brought in for the improvement of the various roads. 1114 

In London, Lord Irwin and Sir Edward Gascoigne 
joined in the opposition to the Selby-Halifax Bill, 
offended that they had not been consulted on the pro-
posed turnpike, and eager to exempt coal from toll."-' 
On 29 January the Bill was read for the first time. The 
following day a meeting was held at Lord Irwin's house 
at which Edward Thompson and Andrew Wilkinson 
were persuaded to join in opposition to the Bill.""' Others 
were to be approached, notably the Sussex M.P.'s, "who 
will take their directions from Colonel Ingram and Mr 
Wilkinson and attend when desired."7 Despite these 
efforts, the Selby-Halifax Bill was read for a second 
time on 3 February and committed."" Six days later the 

113. John and Richard Mimes were among the leading cloth merchants 
in Wakefield, carrying on an extensive trade to Russia and the Baltic. 
J. Walker, Wakefield: Its History and People (Wakefield, 1934). 
Henry Pawson, a Leeds attorney gave evidence to support the Selby-
Halifax petition. H. of C. 7ourna1s, xxiii, 614. 

114. H. of C. 7ournals, xxiii, 615. 
11 5. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/120. 
116. Edward Thompson was M.P. for York. Andrew Wilkinson was M.P. 

for Aldborough. As estate agents for the Dukes of Newcastle in York-
shire, the Wilkinson family managed the boroughs of Aldborough 
and Boroughbridge. 

117. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/114. Viscount Irwin controlled 
both seats at Horsham. 

118. H. of C. 7ourna1s, xxiii, 625. 
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Elland-Leeds and Wakefield-Weeland Bills were also 
committed. 

In Yorkshire, Richard Wilson was busy organis-
ing petitions and clauses to exempt coal and certain 
sections of the roads from toll. Between 4 and 6 Febru-
ary, servants of the navigation were at Tadcaster, 
Bramham, Thorner, Barwick, Selcoles and Seacroft get-
ting signatures to a petition to the Commons that no 
toll bar should be placed between Halton Dial and the 
market place in Leeds. One Leeds undertaker, John 
Pullein circulated a petition amongst his tenants and 
the freeholders of Grimston and Tadcaster, and wrote 
to a number of M.P.'s - including Colonel Bladen and 
Robert Fairfax - who were informed of the exemption 
clauses which the opponents hoped to have inserted 
in the Selby-Halifax Bill."9 

The concerted efforts of the undertakers, lessees 
and landowners with interests in coal were successful, 
for the Selby-Halifax Bill was badly mauled in commit-
tee. When the Bill passed the Commons on 9 March a 
clause had been inserted, "that no toll . . . shall be 
demanded . . . for any coals . ••I2o It was also pro-
vided that, "no toll bar to be fixed nearer to Leeds. 
than West Garforth Bridge.121 

The passage of all the turnpike Bills- through the 
House of Lords was delayed by a quarrel between the 
two Houses on the question of whether turnpike Bills 
were money Bills and whether the Lords might alter 
them. '22 The Aire and Calder undertakers realised that 
this deadlock might enable them to defeat or amend 

1. 

119. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/108. Colonel Martin Bladen 
(1680-1746) M.P. for Maiden. Commissioner of trade and plantations 
1717-1746. Dictionary of National Biography. Robert Fairfax was 
M.P. for Maidstone. 

120. 14 Geo. II, c.32. 
121. Ibid. A petition for a new Act presented in 1751 refers to the earlier 

Act, ". . . the good Purposes intended by the said Act in great 
measure defeated and the said road between Selby and Leeds remains 
in a most ruinous condition . . .". H. of C. journals, xxvi, 56. 

122. The Lords had attempted to alter the Kensington Road Bill by add-
ing two trustees to which the Commons objected. Spencer Stanhope 
MSS 60511 (Sheffield). 
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the Wakefield-Weeland Bill. Signatures to two petitions 
were hurriedly obtained in Huddersfield, Knottingley, 
Brotherton, Ferrybridge, Fryston, Castleford, Sharis-
ton, Horbury and Ossett. John Beaumont, an employee 
of the undertakers then rode to Ferrybridge, "after the 
Post" to carry the petitions to London. 3123 Sir William 
Milner gave them to Lord Westmoreland to present, 
the upper House having given way on the issue of 
amendments to turnpike Bills. At the report stage on 
the Wakefield-Weeland Bill, Lord Westmoreland moved 
that the Bill should be recommitted, but, following a 
debate and the examination of the two petitions oppos-
ing the turnpike, the motion was defeated. 124 The Bill 
was quickly passed as were all the West Riding turn-
pikes introduced in that session. 

vi 

From the early eighteenth century, Rawcliffe - 
five miles below Weeland, the statutory limit of the 
Aire and Calder undertaking - formed the lowest tran-
shipment port for the navigation. Goods were sent 
down the rivers in lighters to Rawcliffe and there 
transhipped into keels or larger vessels for Hull. This 
arrangement was not entirely to the liking of the lessees 
who found themselves competing with other whar-
fingers. On 2 July 1736 Joseph Atkinson wrote to 
Richard Wilson, ". . . as the undertakers have no 
Wharfe upon their own premises at the lower Ed of 
the river occasions Farmers (lessees) to be frequently 
imposed upon. Therefore if the Undertakers would 
build at Armin such wharfes and necessary Conveni-
ences as trade requires it would contribute to benefit 
the same . "125 

123. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 4/108. 
124. Ibid. John and Richard Mimes had written to the Duke of Newcastle 

for his support for the Wakefield-Weeland Bill, stressing that, "the 
persons concerned in our navigation having monopolised the advan-
tages by high tolls." J. Walker, Wakefield: Its History and People 
(Wakefield, 1934), p.453. H. of L. Journals, xxv, 625. 

125. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/3. 
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Eight years later, Atkinson was making prepara-
tions which were designed to make Armin the princi-
pal shipment port and to weaken the trading position 
of John Stephenson, another Rawcliffe wharfinger who 
had developed an extensive trade with Hull.` In Octo-
ber, 1744 advertisements appeared in the Leeds and 
York newspapers informing the public that, "by reasons 
of Shallows and Sands in the River Air, between Raw-
cliffe and Airmin. . . the Passage of Keels. . . in times 
of Neap Tides, has been obstructed or rendered very 
difficult . . . Now for remedying the same . . . Ware-
houses, Wharfes, Cranes . . . will be ready prepared 
at Airmin, whence Goods may be carried in Keels or 
Sloops to Hull . . . and in like manner brought 
in the lowest Neap Tides, and Lighters will be also 
ready to carry Goods down to Airmin, and up the said 
Rivers from Airmin. . . as to and from Rawcliffe 

Efforts to develop a new river port did not remain 
unnoticed by other wharfingers. An advertisement in 
the York Courant a few weeks later—it did not appear 
in the Leeds Mercury - asserted that Atkinson's 
reasons for encouraging the use of Armin were, "purely 
to serve his own Interest: for Aire between Rawcliffe 
and Armin is always perfectly navigable . . . for 
Vessels of fifty Tons Burthen and upwards, such as the 
Rawcliffe Sloops are. . . And that whenever there has 
been any Reason for Complaint. . . the . . . Delay has 
been made at Rawcliffe, who for a great many years 
past have neither kept a sufficient Number of Boats. 
nor suffer any other Boatmen to carry them, by Reason 
of the exorbitant Tolls they imposed upon all Persons 

126. Joseph Atkinson had long been a rival of John Stephenson of Raw-
cliffe. In September the Aire and Calder lessees met, "with some 
difficulty in renewing their Lease of the Warehouse and Wharf at 
Rawcliffe . . . Mr Stephenson was Endeavouring to take them . . 

ACN 8/29'. 
In 1744 when the Earl of Malton was eager to lease the Yorkshire 
Derwent, Joseph Atkinson wrote to Richard Wilson expressing con-
cern that either William Fenton or John Stephenson of Rawcliffe 
might secure the lease, "yt whoever takes it will not contribute to the 
advantage of yours." ACN 8/10. 

127. Leeds Mercury and York Courant, both 23 October, 1744. 
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Navigating on the said Rivers in any other Boat or 
Lighter . . . Armin Road . . . where the said Wharfe 
is intended . . . is an open, void . . . dangerous 
Place "128 

The lessees could not let charges of monopoly and 
extortion remain unanswered. The Leeds and York 
newspapers carried further advertisements in early 
December, "as to the false Insinuation of exorbitant 
Tolls being taken by the Farmers of the Rivers Aire 
and Calder These may assure the Publick there's been 
no Advance of Tolls this Forty Years . . . nor any 
Partiality shewn to any Person that ever Carried 
Goods" 129 

Three weeks later a letter addressed at Hull and 
signed "A Lover of Truth" appeared in the York 
Courant, stressed that ". . . Delays have mostly hap-
pen'd by Stoppages in the Rivers above, by too little 
(and sometimes too much) Water, and not after they 
came from Rawcliffe . . .". The same writer - possibly 
John Stephenson - argued that lock dues were 
exorbitant. "' 

Atkinson attempted to refute criticisms of Armin 
as a port. He obtained the signatures of several ship-
masters trading between London and Armin to a 
memorial in favour of the new river port as "one of 
the most Comodious inland harbours in the North of 
England, Notwithstanding what hath been published 
to the contrary . . •".'' In spite of the efforts of the 
lessees, some merchants continued to forward their 
goods to Rawcliffe, both ports being used in the 1740's 
and 1750's.' 32 carrying tried to increase his carryg 
trade between Armin and Hull and in 1752 made further 
proposals to the undertakers, that "if merchants and 
Traders will order all their goods up in the Farmers 
vessels from Hull-Armin and cloth down in the said 

128. York Courant, 13 November. 
129. Leeds Mercury and York Courant, both 4 December 1744. 
130. York Courant, 25 December 1744. 
131. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 7/2. 
132. Ibid. ACN 4/114. 
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boats, the Farmers will carrying goods from Hull to 
Leeds and Wakefield cheaper by is. per tun than hath 
been Customary. . . And for Encouragement of Ship-
ing by reason ther's more Tyde by 4 foot at Armin than 
Rawcliffe or Selby."," 

vii 

By the 1750's it was apparent that the undertakers 
of the Aire and Calder navigation had realised their 
aim of securing an adequate return for their invest-
ment. In 1758 the navigation was leased for fourteen 
years to Peter Birt and Sir Henry Ibbetson at an annual 
rent of £6,000. This represented a dividend of over 
twenty per cent a year. 3134 The increasing rent for which 
the navigation was leased was indicative of an ever-
increasing volume of trade on the rivers. The waterway 
played an important - if controversial - role in the 
economic development of the West Riding in the pre-
canal age, providing a cheaper method of carriage than 
by land, particularly for bulky commodities. 

However, the undertakers were less successful in 
their urn of perfecting the navigation. Interests using 
the waterway experienced defects common to many 
riser navigations of the period, seasonal variations in 
the depth of the river, meanders, silting and disputes 
with millowners. In 1754, John Smeaton the Leeds 
engineer reported to the undertakers. "a method of 
Preventing Annoyances to the Navigation by the occu-
piers of Knottingley Mills . . As trade increased, 
the inadequacies of waterway were manifest in a grow-
ing number of complaints. In 1771, Smeaton, in a 

133. Ibid. ACN. 
134. Ibid. ACN 4/36. Peter Birt was a merchant with many years' experi-

ence in the Russia trade Sir Henry Ibbetson of Leeds, was an opu-
lent merchant. High Sheriff of Yorkshire 1746. Created a baronet, 
1748. Mayor of Leeds 1753. He died 1761 aged 53. R. G. Wilson, 

"Records for a Study of the Leeds Woollen Merchants, 1700-1830", 
Archives, April 1967. 

135. B.T.C. Hist. Records, York. ACN 1/3. 

II 
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report on the alterations necessary to improve the navi-
gation considered, "that the original undertakers not 
having had any notion of the extensive trade that was 
likely to be carried on by means thereof, formed their 
plan upon too diminutive a scale, and particularly with 
respect to the depth of the water . . ".11311 By that time 
a new age was dawning, thinking in new terms and on 
a larger scale of how to solve its transport problems. 

136. Reports of the late John Smeaton (1812), vol. i. 

I wish to express thanks to Mr J. M. Collinson, M.A., Leeds City 
Archivist, for his assistance in my research for the first two papers on the 
Aire and Calder Navigation. 



THE STORY OF WILSDEN 

BY R. H. FAWCETT 

PART ifi 

IN 1826 two parish churches were built from the same designs and of the same architect. Shipley and Wils-
den churches were provided by a government grant. 

They were almost exact counterparts and their building 
indicates that at the time the two villages were looked 
upon by the authority concerned as growing industrial 
townships of similar promise. A comparison of the 
population during the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury shows, too, that from the first census of 1801, for 
fifty years, Wilsden and Shipley ran almost neck and 
neck as regards growth of population. 

Census Population 
Year Shipley Wilsden 
1801 1,400 913 
1811 1,214 1,121 
1821 1,606 1,711 
1831 1,926 2,252 
1841 2,413 2,684 
1851 3,272 3,454 
1861 7,098 2,888 

(includes 
Saltaire) 

It is obvious that until the building of Saltaire, 
Wilsden had a slight advantage over Shipley as a poten-
tial industrial town. From the mid-century the growth 
of Shipley accelerated, whereas Wilsden registered a 
decline, the census of 1891 showing a population of 
only 2,764 with a small increase to 1901 when the figure 
stood at 3,067. During the nineteenth century, however, 
it never again reached as high as in 1851. 

A study of the village of Wilsden over the whole 
of the nineteenth century will, it is thought, prove use-
ful in showing the factors which brought about the 
phenomenal increase in size during the first half as 
compared with the stalemate in the second half of the 
century. 
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We have seen that in 1767 there were in the village 
at least one woolstapler, James Anderton, and one 
"worstit maker," John Wilkinson, 109 both of whom could 
be considered to be manufacturers in the sense that they 
left to others the actual manipulative work, whilst they 
dealt with buying and selling and provision of materials, 
transport, etc. There was also one dyer, William Wilkin-
son, who then resided at Dye House, Wilsden Hill, 
and carried on his work there, a nearby spring provid-
ing for the needs of his craft. Dye House is still in 
existence as a residence, Miss A. Booth, the owner, 
being a descendant of Mr Wilkinson, although the 
actual dye house was demolished about seventy years 
ago. John Wilkinson was brother to William Wilkin-
son and also lived on Wilsden Hill. Another brother, 
David, carried on the local tannery, his business giving 
the name to Tanhouse Lane, but the tannery was dis-
continued about 1823, on the death of David's grand-
son, Abraham Wilkinson. The premises were then con-
verted into cottage property, useful at that time of 
increasing population. 

There is often a time lag in the bringing into use 
of a new invention, and this seems to have applied in 
the case of Watt's steam engine, invented in 1769 and 
improved by Boulton & Watt's rotry engine of 1781. 
The change from home industries, through handwork 
in mills, then water power, and finally steam power, 
was not rapid or continuous. For at least thirty years 
we find all systems competing side by side, but the final 
victory lay with steam. Before 1840 all the factories in 
the village were driven by steam. 

In 1807 Hewenden was the only worsted mill, with 
two mills at Hallas Bridge, one at Goit Stock (actually 
situated in Harden), one at Harden Beck Bridge and 
two in the Main Street in Wilsden proper, which were 
all spinning for the cotton trade. Large teams of horses 
were kept by the manufacturers to convey pieces to 

xog. The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), pt. xlii, p.143. 
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Manchester market. By 1822, however, the cotton trade 
had declined, only two mills being still in use, whilst 
five were employed on worsteds.` In the Survey of 
1837 nine mills were stated to be employed on worsteds 
and none on cotton. 

A brief summary of the various mills showing 
approximate dates of erection and the various firms 
interested in them is now given. 

Name Year 
Hewenden 1792 
Harden Beck 1807 
Albion 1810 
Hallas 1810 
Bents 1810 
Well Holes 1820 

Birkshead 1820 
Spring 1832 

Providence 
Ling Bob 
Royd 
Prospect 

1840 
1840 
1843 
1884 

Original owner 
William Nichols 
Joseph Barraclough 
George Tweedy 
Abraham Foster 
William Wilkinson 
Abraham, John, and 

Samuel Nichols 
Richard Fawcett 
Joshua and John 

Anderson 
James Emmott 
Benjamin Stephenson 
George Hanson 
Abram Ambler 

Powered by 
Water 
Water 
Steam 
Water 

,, 

Steam 

Hewenden mill was built in 1792 and originally 
intended for water power. Situated on the Bradford-
Come turnpike road it was well placed for develop-
ment. William Nichols of Stone Stile Farm, Farsley, 
was the builder. He died in 1800, leaving his second 
son Richard in charge. The business prospered, Richard 
opening up an office in London, but in 1820, after a 
series of family squabbles, three younger brothers, 
Abraham, John and Samuel, were paid out and built 
Well Holes mill in Wilsden Main Street." 

Richard carried on the business at Hewenden mill 
until his death in 1830, when his two sons, Richard 
Shaw Nichols and William Schofield Nichols, took over. 
By 1837 the mill had been converted to steam power. 
The brothers did not survive the trade crisis of the 

110. Edward Baines. History, Directory and Gazetteer of the County of 
York, vol. 1. Villages: Wilsden. 

iii. Ferrand Mss., Series D., no. 384. 
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'forties. Wm. S. Nichols moved to Bradford where he 
commenced business as merchant and waste dealer, 
whilst his brother, Richard S. Nichols, emigrated to 
Tasmania.112 The Nichols connection with the mill thus 
ceased. 

Many small firms continued to make use of the 
Hewenden mill, including Jonathan Jennings as spin-
ner and weaver from 1841 to 1853. In 1863 four firms 
occupied the premises, Messrs Gawthorp & Atkinson, 
J. Ingham & Sons, Jonas Sugden & Co. all stuff manu-
facturers, and Messrs Parker, Luke & Co. of Oxen-
hope, who had a branch at Hewenden for worsted spin-
ning. Although situated on the turnpike road and within 
easy reach of the coal pits at Rough Storrs, probably 
owing to its position at the bottom of the Hewenden 
valley, the mill was not sought after and had periods 
of disuse, at one time early in the twentieth century a 
poi'tion being used for a roller-skating rink. During the 
war of 1914-18 it had a brief period of hectic prosperity 
when three local men formed the firm of Craven, White 
& Hainsworth and used it for weaving. After 1918 
Mr A. White continued the business until the 1930 
slump, and even installed a modern turbine in an effort 
to make use of the water power. He tells how he 
attended at 6.0 a.m. each working day and went up-
stream to turn on the sluices which supplied two mil-
lion gallons of water per day. The mill is still in use, 
by Messrs Shackleton Bros, wool merchants. 

The Albion mill, situated in Wilsden Main Street, 
was originally used as a warehouse by Messrs George 
Tweedy & Son, who organised home workers for a con-
siderable number of years. The mill was used for spin-
ning. George Tweedy, junior, died suddenly in 1817 at 
the early age of twenty-six years, and the father then 
took into partnership John Anderson and his son Chris-
topher, the firm being known as Tweedy, Anderson & 

112. Wilsden Congregational Church. Membership Records. 
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Son. After the death of John Anderson and the retire-
ment of George Tweedy in 1826, Christopher Anderson 
was joined by his brothers George and Thomas under 
the title of Christopher Anderson & Bros. It was an 
enterprising firm. The senior partner owned a farm at 
Mytholme, near Harden Beck Bridge, and, rented 
another one on Wilsden Hill, as well as owning the 
farm connected with the mill, which had fields formerly 
owned by George Tweedy, reaching almost to Ling 
Bob. Their powerful teams of horses brought loads of 
wool each week from Wakefield. They introduced the 
damask trade in 1828, having adapted their machines 
for that material. 

George Tweedy had led the way in providing 
houses for the operatives, and the Andersons continued 
the work. Damask Fold, which was built in an enclosure 
somewhat like a farm yard, was one of their efforts at 
housing their workers. It has since been modified some-
what and its name changed to the more euphonious 
"Cranford Place." Overlooking the cottages in the Fold 
stands Providence Hall, built for George Anderson and 
converted into two houses after his retirement. The 
Andersons, like the Tweedy family, were dogged by ill-
health. The eldest brother, Christopher, died in 1841. 
Thomas only lived to twenty-six years of age, dying in 
1829. After the death of Christopher, George Anderson 
removed to Bradford where he lived in the Great Horton 
district until 1872, dying at the age of seventy-three. 
George Hanson, who had joined the firm in 1810 as 
book-keeper, married a sister, Mary Anderson, and 
came to have a financial interest in the firm. After 
George Anderson's removal to Bradford the mill was 
sold to Wm. Clapham of Woodlands, Wilsden Hill, 
about 1850. 

William Clapham had previously carried on a busi-
ness with home workers, but on taking over the mill 
he appears to have been very successful, as he decided 
to demolish and rebuild it in 1866. In December of 

11 
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that year a supper was provided for about sixty work-
people in the Brown Cow Inn, Ling Bob, to celebrate 
the completion of the work."3 Clapham died suddenly 
in April, 1867 leaving a widow, eight sons and a daugh-
ter. Apparently there was no one available to take over 
the responsibility for the business and much of the 
estate was sold to clear debts, including a considerable 
sum owing to Messrs George Anderson and George 
Hanson. With the exception of a short period when i 
was occupied by Samuel Watmuff of Harden, the newly 
built mill was unused until 1905 when it was taken over 
by Messrs S. H. Rawnsley & Company. 

The Harden Beck mill is situated just over a mile 
downstream from Hewenden. A corn mill occupied the 
site from the seventeenth century, and like Hewenden 
it was situated near a highway, the old Bradford to 
Keighley road passing over the beck near the mill. 
When converted to steam power, however, it was handi-
capped to some extent by having to transport coal from 
the Rough Storrs pits. Joseph Barraclough, the miller, 
entered the textile trade and is described in the list of 
voters at the Election of 1807 as a cotton spinner. He 
founded the firm of Barraclough, Smith & Tetley. The 
mill was later bought by Christopher Anderson, and 
in 1837 John Anderton of Hallas was shown as his 
tenant. A Matthew Wilkinson subsequently bought the 
mill, which was burned down in 1873 and rebuilt by 
Wilkinson. After many changes and vicissitudes, includ-
ing another disastrous fire in 1905, the mill is still in 
use, although it is now a branch of a plastics firm, 
Messrs Intermark Ltd, plastic welders of Allerton. 

Whilst the mills in Main Street and at Harden Beck 
were being developed, two others were built at Hallas 
Bridge intended to be driven by water power. William 
Wilkinson of Pye Bank House, a manufacturer in the 
early sense of the word, i.e., providing materials for 
home workers, and who had been in the trade since 

113. Keighley News report, December 1866. 
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the 1770s, built Bents Mill in 1810 on the Hewenden 
beck. The mill was enlarged ten years later by John 
Knowles, his son-in-law. During the same period Abra-
ham Foster built Hallas Mill, a few yards downstream 
from Bents Mill and which utilised the same water after 
passing over the wheel at Bents. Both mills were still 
being worked by water power in 1837, the former by 
John Wilkinson Knowles and the latter by Richard 
Knowles, sons of John Knowles. 

Abraham Foster had left the industry to become the 
licensee of the Malt Shovel Inn at Harden Beck Bridge. 
By 1837, however, as a result of a trade slump, both 
mills were in the possession of Messrs Chas. Harris & 
Bro., bankers, who also owned all the ccttages at Hallas 
Bridge. These mills were badly placed as regards access, 
the road to them being extremely steep, and it would 
be a severe handicap to business. In spite of this both 
mills continued to be worked, Hallas by a branch of 
the Anderton family and Bents by a varied succession 
of owners. Hallas Mill was destroyed by fire in 1895. 
Bents Mill is still in use, Messrs C. M. Kelly, Ltd, mer-
chants, occupying it as a warehouse for wool, noils 
and waste. 

Well Holes Mill is an offshoot from Hewenden. 
Abraham, John and Samuel Nichols, the youngest sons 
of William Nichols, the builder of Hewenden mill, as 
a result of family squabbles, broke away from their 
brother and nephews and built a new mill in Wilsden 
Main Street. Prior to recent alterations the similarity 
in structure of Well Holes mill to that at Hewenden 
was particularly noticeable. Steam power was, of 
course, a necessity in the new mill from the beginning. 
Following a period of bad trade in the 'forties the 
brothers were joined by Isaac Gaunt of Farsley and a 
few years later the firm became known as Messrs Isaac 
Gaunt & Company.z14 Abram Ambler, a Wilsden over-
looker, took over the premises about 1870 and founded 
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a new firm. Such good progress was made that by 1884 
he was able to build Prospect Mills at Ling Bob, the 
old mill being used for a warehouse. It is still in use, 
partly as a wool warehouse and partly as a motor ser-
vice station. 

At Birkshead we have another example of a mill 
which started its existence as a warehouse for supply-
ing hand workers with materials. It had, however, the 
initial advantage of being in close proximity to the coal 
beds on Norr Hill. A coal shaft was, in fact, sunk in the 
field alongside the first portion of the mill to be built. 
The Norr Hill pits were only a quarter mile away and 
the seams being very close to the surface, they were 
cheaper to open out than those which had to be sunk 
through a stratum of boulder clay. The farms at Birks-
head had come into the possession of Richard Fawcett 
of Bradford and he was responsible for a certain 
amount of new building at the beginning of the century. 
He built Crapps Hall farm near the crest of Norr Hill, 
and Whimsical farm near the site of the Parish 
Church,"" together with a number of isolated cottages 
and a row of eight cottages at Shaygate, which helped 
to relieve the scarcity of living accommodation. 

About 1820 Fawcett built the first part of Birks-
head Mill, which was let to Jonas Bentley for linen 
manufacture, and to Messrs John and William Bentley 
for worsted spinning. John Bentley died at the early 
age of thirty-five in 1824, but Jonas Bentley survived 
until 1853, being then sixty-five years of age. Others 
who made use of Birkshead Mill were Benjamin 
Stephenson of Ling Bob, and his brother-in-law, Edward 
Berwick, who rented a portion of the mill from 1835 to 
1840, when the former built Ling Bob Mill. Thomas 
Leach, spinner, rented part of the mill from 1837 to 1853 
and during a portion of the same period Elijah Clapham 
was a tenant. In 1860 Messrs S. P. Myers & Company 
took over the whole of the premises and farms, remain-
ing in occupation until after the end of the 1914-18 war. 

iii. W. Cudworth, Round about Bradford, p.228. 
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The building of two sheds between 1880 and 1890 
greatly extended the capacity of the building. It is now 
occupied by Messrs S. H. Rawnsley Ltd, coating manu-
facturers. 

As a point of interest it may be mentioned that 
David Wade, later Alderman and Mayor of Bradford, 
was works manager at Birkshead from 1874 to 1880 
before commencing in business on his own account."' 
He was succeeded as manager by J. T. Johnson, who 
founded the firm of Messrs Johnson & Booth fifteen 
years later in Providence Mill, Wilsden. 

Spring Mill, although not built until 1832, had 
been connected with the home manufacturing for sixty 
years. The property had been bought in 1765 by John 
Briggs, grocer, Wilsden, from Robert Stansfield of 
Esholt Hall. William, the only son of John Briggs, 
appears to have commenced business as a cotton manu-
facturer, using the barns and other outbuildings as 
warehouses, but by 1807 he was raising capital by means 
of mortgages on the house and farm. At his death in 
1815 he appointed George Tweedy, senior, George 
Tweedy, junior, and John Anderson, worsted spinners 
as trustees and executors. His will refers to "All my 
concerns both in Wilsden and the mills," suggesting 
a wider scope than the village home industries. After 
making provision for his widow, the estate was shared 
amongst the children; his son William received twice 
as much as each of his four sisters. 

One of the sisters had married Thomas Jowett of 
Wilsden, and William Briggs, together with his brother-
in-law, founded the firm of Messrs Briggs & Jowett, 
which was in existence in 1822. In 1823 Thomas Jowett 
took over the entire business, accepting responsibility 
for all outstanding debts. Jowett sold all the property 
in 1832 to Messrs Joshua and John Anderson, brothers 
of the Andersons at the Albion mill, for £2,050, being 

116. Bradford Telegraph and Argus, 13th Jan., 1962. 
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a slight loss on his own purchase price. No mention 
was made of the mill premises in any transaction so 
far, but five years later in the Survey of 1837, the pro-
perty was described as "Worsted mill with engine, 
boiler, mechanic's shop, wash house and reservoir with 
house, barn, mistal, stable, cart shed, garden and eight 
fields totalling 11-1 acres." Apparently the Anderson 
brothers built Spring Mill on obtaining possession of 
the farm, etc. 

Within two years John Anderson died, aged thirty-
three years, leaving a widow, Isabella, who continued 
to hold an interest in the property, certain lands being 
allotted as her share of the estate. Joshua Anderson 
continued in business there until his death at the age 
of seventy in 1868, when the mill was taken over by 
E. Clapham, followed soon after by his son, Arthur H. 
Clapham. 

Ling Bob Mill was built by Benjamin Stephenson, 
landlord of the Brown Cow Inn, in 1841. He had rebuilt 
the inn five years before and, as we have already seen, 
had gained some experience in the textile trade along 
with his brother-in-law at Birkshead Mill. After his 
death in 1842 at the age of forty-eight, his property, 
including the mill, became the possession of Francis 
Sharp Powell. The mill was let to John Denby, spinner, 
who lived at 222, Main Street until 1881. Denby ceased 
business that year and the mill was let to Messrs Walker, 
Holmes & Son. After varying changes, including many 
extensions in late years, the premises are now occupied 
by Messrs Denisons (Wilsden) Ltd., dyers and finishers. 

Two mills were apparently built for the purpose 
of letting as a speculation. 

Low Mill, or Providence Mill, as it is now called, 
was built by James Emmott who came to the village 
from Cowling. He had built about thirty cottages at 
the low end of Main Street and in 1841 he built the 
mill, whilst three years later he rounded off his pro-
gramme by building a small Methodist Chapel in the 
vicinity. He died in 1860 aged sixty-two, and his son 
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James Anderson Emmott took charge. I have not been 
able to discover exactly what happened in the early 
days, but there is indirect evidence that W. Clapham, 
of Woodlands, Wilsden Hill, may have occupied the 
premises until the Albion Mill became vacant on the 
retirement of George Anderson. 11117 

A Robert Heaton is shown in Lund's Directory, 
1856, as a worsted spinner with works in Wilsden and 
it is possible that he rented the mill at that time. Again, 
David Emmott, brother of James, is shown in the Wils-
den Wesleyan Methodist baptismal register as a school-
master in 1826, when his first child was christened. 
Subsequently he is described, in 1829 and 1831, as 
weaver, in 1834 as worsted manufacturer and in 1835 
he changed to grocer. He may well have become manu-
facturer again by 1841 or later. In 1877 Messrs Robert-
Shaw & Hardy took over the premises for worsted 
weaving, James A. Emmott retaining the engine, etc., 
and supplying power for the other firm. Robertshaw 
died in 1890 and after continuing for a few years as 
Messrs Hardy & MacIntosh, the firm was wound up. 
Messrs Johnson & Booth commenced in 1896 and this 
firm is still in occupation. 

In 1843 George Hanson, already mentioned in 
connection with Albion Mill, built Royd Mill a little 
higher up the village street. Like James Emmott, he 
had prospered in the building of cottages in the village 
and it may be permissible to digress a little as it has 
a bearing upon recent history. Two of the houses which 
he built on Spring Hill were semi-detached and of 
superior quality to the normal run of workers' cottages. 
Whilst the latter had usually a rateable value of three 
pounds to four pounds, these two houses were valued 
for rating purposes at twelve pounds each in 1837.118 
They were at that time the homes of two manufacturers' 
widows. Elizabeth Bentley, whose husband John had 

"7. In White's Bradford Directory, 1853, W. Clapham is shown as a 
worsted spinner at Providence mill; but in Lund's Directory of Brad-
ford, 1856, only his home address, Woodlands, Wilsden, is given. 

118. Cartwright Hall, Miscellaneous Mss., Series C. no. 5. 
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died at the age of thirty-five years whilst a partner with 
his brother at Birkshead Mill, lived in the one, whilst Isa-
bella Anderson, widow of John, late a partner with his 
brother Joshua in Spring Mill, occupied the other. 

George Hanson was at that time in great demand 
as trustee and executor to safeguard the interests of 
bereaved ladies, his name occurring frequently along 
with the Tweedys and Andersons in wills of the period. 
It is likely that in his building operations he had made 
provision for the two ladies mentioned. The houses were 
built in a field named Royd Butts and they were subse-
quently converted into one residence by Samuel Ambler 
and given the name of Royd House. In 1919 Royd 
House and grounds were given to the village by the 
two sons of Samuel Ambler and are now used as a 
community centre and public park. The inscription on 
the house front reads: 

ROYD HOUSE 
This house and grounds were presented 
for the use and benefit of the inhabitants 
of Wilsden by Mr. Fred Ambler and 
Mr. George Saville Ambler in memory 
of their parents Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Ambler who resided here for many years 

20th December 1919 

To return to Royd Mill, which was built in another 
part of Royd Butts. George Hanson was far-seeing and 
had acquired nearly all the land abutting on the west 
side of Main Street from the top of Spring Hill almost 
to Ling Bob. By so doing he had secured not only land 
for development of housing, but he had also gained a 
number of sources of water supply. Cisterns were placed 
in the fields and pipes were laid to the houses which 
had been built on Spring Hill; a public tap had also 
been installed in an enclosed yard, which became known 
in consequence as the Tap Yard. The mill dam was 
also well supplied with water. 

It seems likely that Hanson did not wish to work 
the whole of the mill himself, possibly he may have 
intended from the first to let it. At any rate very soon 
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after it was completed he let the mill to a Lancashire 
firm, Messrs Kaye, Richardson & Roe, who thought 
to introduce the manufacture of delaine. They were 
very enterprising and wished to adopt the two-loom 
system, which had been accepted in Lancashire cotton 
towns. They encountered, however, such fierce opposi-
tion from the local weavers that they abandoned their 
intention and withdrew from the tenancy. It was a diffi-
cult period for industrialists and Hanson was obliged 
in 1848 to sell the whole of his property in the village. 
He removed to Goit Stock where he lived and worked 
the mill for about five years. His property was bought 
by Messrs James & William Garnett & Company, wor-
sted spinners, of Bradford. 

By the year 1856 Hanson was living in retirement 
in Hanover Square, Bradford and Royd Mill was let 
in portions to small firms."9 Jacob Scott, a spinner, and 
Hiram Saville, a stuff manufacturer, occupied portions 
of the mill for a number of years.'2° In 1875 the whole 
of the Royd property was sold by auction, the mill 
being bought by Joseph Moulson of Bradford, whilst 
the rest of the estate was sold in varying lots, some for 
house building, some for farming, whilst Abram Amblei 
owner of Well Holes Mill acquired enough land neai 
Ling Bob to build Prospect Mills. Royd Mill was taken 
over in 1891 by Messrs Hanson Brothers (not related 
to the builder), who established first a paper bag indus-
try and later the soap works, which have continued to 
the present day. 

Messrs Abram Ambler & Sons, whose business had 
prospered at Well Holes Mill, in 1884 built Prospect 
Mill, the largest in the village and the only one built 
after 1850. With its sixty horse-power engine it was 
easily the most powerful in the village. A new shed was 
added in 1891. The firm is still in existence. 

Just as there was a time lag in adopting the steam 
engine for power and many people continued to put 

119. Lund's Directory of Bradford, 1856, p.164. 
120. Ibid., p.302; also Jones's Mercantile Directory of Bradford, p.163. 
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their trust in the water wheel long after their competi-
tors had gone over to steam so there lingered on in 
ever-decreasing numbers people who tried to retain 
home industries with ever-increasing difficulty. In the 
late 'nineties hand-loom weavers were peddling their 
pieces amongst the mill folk who often bought from 
them out of sympathy. Similarly, in the earlier years, 
there were a few people who had made a livelihood by 
merchanting for the home weavers and spinners who 
continued in the old rut, combining their farm work 
with an interest in manufacturing. 

The Battinson family may be cited as an example. 
The brothers Richard and Abraham, and their sister 
Deborah Battinson came to Bents Head farm about 
1800 and prospered both in farming and in the wool 
trade. They acquired an additional farm on Wilsden 
Hill and built cottages at Bents Head and also in Main 
Street. They carried on a business as stocking wool 
manufacturers but without their own works. Isaac 
Kitching, who had a farm near the village Main Street 
was shown on the list of voters at the election of 1807 
as worsted manufacturer, although he also had no pre-
mises other than his farm buildings devoted to the 
textile trade. 

John Balme, farmer, of Dye House, however, 
sent his son Abraham at an early age to learn the tex-
tile trade with his uncle Benjamin Kaye, of Great 
Horton and later of Allerton Hall. The Balme family 
were also interested in the coal industry. John Wilkin-
son Balme, brother of Abraham, lived at Gaisby Hall 
just over the Wilsden-Allerton boundary and opened, 
up mines on his land for both coals and fire-clay. His 
son, Edmund, followed in the business but sold all his 
property by auction in 1841, Issac Wood being the 
purchaser. Other local coal mines were owned in 1837 
by the churchwardens of Bradford Parish Church, who 
drew revenue from pits on Norr Hill. The Unitarian 
Church, at Bradford, also owned a coal pit at Birchin 
Lee; Mrs Sarah Ferrand, of St Ives, Bingley, owned 
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Pudding Hill colliery which was worked by David 
Baxendall, whilst Messrs Padget & Company worked 
the pits at Rough Storrs.'2' 

One feature which is noticeable in regard to the 
mills is the frequency of changes of ownership and 
tenancies. An old saying, "Clogs to clogs in three 
generations" comes to mind in this connection. Whilst 
not literally correct it is obvious that changes have 
been continuous in the families which have built up 
the various industries: Anderson, Anderton, Bentley, 
Briggs, Denby, Emmott, Knowles, Myers, Nichols, 
Saville, Scott and Sugden. With the exception of Messrs 
Abram Ambler & Sons and Messrs Hanson Bros., none 
of the firms in the village retains any of the original 
names, and in the last-named case the retention of 
Hanson is entirely fortuitous. 

A further feature which has come to light is that 
of emigration. At a time when overseas travel was both 
arduous and dangerous we find R. S. Nichols and his 
wife going out to Van Diemens Land, where they settled 
in 1840. Edmund Balme, who had worked the coal 
mines on Harrop Edge, joined in the gold rush to Aus-
tralia in 1852. He died there a year later at the age of 
thirty-eight. It was reported in the Bradford Observer 
in 1859 when the S.S. Royal Charter was sunk off 
Anglesey, on its return from Australia with successful 
gold diggers, that one of the few survivors was Chris-
topher Anderson of Bradford. George Anderson, who 
had removed from Wilsden to Hanover Square, Brad-
ford, had a son Christopher, and it seems likely that 
the latter had been on a voyage of adventure to visit 
his uncle and aunt, the Nichols just mentioned. On 
George Hanson's tomb in Wilsden is an inscription 
about his son John, who died at Matanzas, Cuba, in 
1858, aged thirty-seven. The village surgeon, Thomas 
Mackley, had a son Llewellyn, who died in Tennessee, 
U.S.A., at the age of twenty-two in the year 1857. Still 
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another gravestone epitaph relates that Michael Briggs 
Emmott, son of James Emmott, was nine years resident 
in Jersey City, U.S.A., before returning to his native 
village to die at the age of thirty. 

Space will not permit more than a brief outline of 
the development of schools in the village. The first one 
was opened at Bank Bottom in a tiny cottage built by 
public subscription in 1683 on land granted by Henry 
Marsden of Gisburn,122 lord of the manor. Situated near 
Harden Beck Bridge, it was intended to serve both 
Harden and Wilsden and Benjamin Ferrand of Harden 
Hall made a grant of £1 per annum towards the school-
master's salary. No records have been traced from its 
erection until 1793 when the Rev. Joseph Harrison 
came as teacher. He was a nonconformist minister of a 
strong evangelistic temperament and within two years 
of his arrival a non-denominational church and minis-
ter's house was erected in Wilsden, to which Harrison 
was transferred. It was the first church to be built in 
the neighbourhood and served Allerton, Harden, Cul-
lingworth and Cottingley as well as Wilsden. 

Joseph Harrison was succeeded at the Bank 
Bottom school by John Moore whose presence there 
in 1813 is indicated by a letter which he wrote to 
Edward Ferrand of St Ives, Bingley, asking for assist-
ance in repairing the roof of the school. 1123 The next 
reference is on a tombstone in the old Independent 
Chapel grave yard which reads, "John Lewthwaite. 
master of the school at Bank Bottom, who departed 
this life July 5, 1824 aged 52 years." Finally, in 1892 
a letter was received by the Wilsden School Board from 
the Charity Commissioners enquiring about the school. 
The Board replied that in their opinion "the Mytholme 
school is not worth looking after." 24 

122. Ibid., Series D., no. 98. 
123. Cartwright Hall, Ferrand Mss., Series D., no. 343. 
124. Shipley Education Office, Wilsden School Board Minute Book No. 2, 

29th Jan., 1892. 
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George Hanson, already mentioned in connection 
with the Albion and Royd mills, when he came to Wils-
den in 1810 started a Sunday School in the Indepen-
dent Chapel. He was helped by Sarah Tweedy, sister 
of the manufacturer. Hanson had previous experience 
of Sunday Schools in Manchester and was in great 
demand in the district where the Sunday School move-
ment spread very quickly. Records from Bradford, 
Allerton, Cullingworth and Keighley all tell of visits 
by him to advise and help. For many years the Sunday 
School supplemented the work of the Bank Bottom day 
school. 

A step forward was made by the vicar of Wilsden 
who established an infants' day school near Spring 
Mill in 1838. It was probably projected by the Rev. 
John Barber, first vicar, but the school flourished most 
under the Rev. R. H. Dover until his health failed. It 
was a time of intense rivalry between the Established 
Church and the Non-conformists; the latter joined 
forces and opened a day school in the Independent 
schoolroom in 1843. But the pull of denominationalism 
proved too strong and in 1857 a Wesleyan Methodist 
day school was opened in Crack Lane, the original one 
becoming the Congregational School. The village could 
not carry three day schools and in 1863 the Parish 
Church school closed down. The Rev. Joseph Ellis, 
vicar from 1864 to 1889, re-opened it for a short time 
but it eventually became a warehouse for Francis 
Butterfield, a wool sorter who, however, let it to the 
School Board for a brief period in 1889 during altera-
tions to the Board School. 

The School Board Act of 1870 caused great changes 
and, as the master of the Congregational School was 
on the point of retiring, a meeting was called in the 
village with a view to forming a School Board. Wilkinson 
Abbott, the master of the Congregational School, agreed 
to carry on until a Board School could be established. 
The first School Board was eventually formed in 1875 
and in November of 1876 the school was opened. On 
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the first day 210 scholars were admitted of whom 193 
were from the Congregational School which had closed 
down. The Wesleyan School was continued separately 
for a further thirteen years. 

The Board School proved to be quite inadequate 
for the number of scholars. At the present time the 
portion of the premises which comprised the school of 
1876 is occupied by an entrance lobby, toilets, a staff 
room and one class-room. The number of scholars con-
tinued to increase, and on 31st December, 1876 there 
was a total of 226 scholars. A year later the number 
had increased to 336 and by December, 1878 the total 
was 410. An extension was built in 1881 which more 
than doubled the accommodation and in 1889 when 
the Wesleyan Day School closed there was an influx 
of 118 new pupils, and two additional class-rooms were 
provided. 

School fees were charged at first but parents could, 
on application, be awarded free places if the Board con-
sidered the circumstances warranted it. The fees and 
cost of books were small, but with a large family parents 
in poor circumstances often found the charges difficult 
to meet and until the fees were abolished in 1891 there 
were a number of pupils admitted each month free of 
charge. When the fees were abolished an annual grant 
of lOs. per head on the average attendance of scholars 
more than compensated the Board for the loss of fees. 

The capital cost of the building was raised by a 
loan from the Public Works Loan Commissioners. 
Although the actual figures are not available it seems 
likely that a loan of £3,000 would be raised at the begin-
fling and a loan of £1,300 was needed to extend the 
premises in 1881. The balance owing on January 1st, 
1884 was £4,226, plus interest £149. The day to day 
expenses were met by the Overseers of the Poor on a 
precept issued by the Board each quarter. In 1881 the 
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receipts were as follows: 

Overseers - 

School Fees 
Books, etc. 
Grants from 

Education Dept - 

£ s. d. 
281. 0. 0 
146.15. 0 

7. 2. 6 

161. 1. 9 

595. 19. 3 

The members of the Board in 1881 were Abram 
Ambler, manufacturer, Rev. Joseph Ellis, vicar, W. 
Wigglesworth, greengrocer, Jonas Sugden, manufac-
turer, and David Wade, works manager. They were 
elected by ballot and sat for three years. After the aboli-
tion of the school fees the Board continued to make a 
small charge for books, paper, etc., but after a public 
protest meeting held in the Mechanics' Institution and 
addressed by various speakers, including Margaret Mac-
Millan, then a member of the Bradford School Board, all 
charges were finally abolished. 

So long as manor courts were in operation it was 
customary for them to be held at either Allerton or 
Thornton, Wilsden being considered to be a hamlet of 
Allerton. As late as 1760, it is said, they were held in a 
house in Allerton Lanes. At a court held in 1805 by 
Edward Ferrand, lord of the manor, the Wilsden jurors 
were Messrs George Tweedy, William Briggs, John 
Knowles and Jonas Foster.' 25 There is a record of a 
Great Court Baron, probably the last one, summoned 
by Sarah Ferrand to attend at the house of Abraham 
Foster, Harden Beck. (The Malt Shovel Inn). The 
court met on the 3rd january, 1842 and it was followed 
by a perambulation of the boundaries on the following 
day. William Cudworth gives a few items from the 
accounts of one of these perambulations. 

125. W. Cudworth, Histories of Manningham, Heaton and Allerton, p.293. 

it 
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£ s. d. 
Dinner bill at Abram Foster's 18.17. 0 
For twentyone jurors .... 1.11. 6 
Ditto for thirtysix .... 2.14. 0 
Breakfasts for twentytwo 1. 2. 0 
Cheese, bread, and meat .... .... 1.15. 0 
Two barrels ale, spirits and tobacco .... 5. 7. 6 

In the words of Cudworth "it must have been a red 
letter day with the landlord at Harden Beck!" 

As a result of the rapid growth of the village the 
manor courts were superseded by Vestry Meetings and 
later by the Local Board. The village apparently did not 
qualify for Improvement Commissioners. No records 
have been traced of the Vestry Meetings which are said 
to have been held in a room at the Brown Cow Inn, 
Ling Bob,' 27 but there is a certain amount of evidence 
on the Local Board, which was first elected in 1865. 
A General District Rate was levied entirely separate 
from the Poor Rate. 

In 1886 the General District Rate was is. 3d. in the 
pound and was based on estimates as follows: 

£ s. d. 
Half-year's interest on £1,549. 15s. id. at 3-% 27. 2. 5 
Repayment 1/60th part of loan of £2,000 .... 33. 6. 8 

Laying new causeway 
Repairs to highways 
Gas and lighting 

60. 9. 1 
25. 0. 0 
90. 0. 0 
30. 0. 0 

205. 9. 1 

Rateable value of property assessable .... 3,987. 0. 0 

During the period of the Board's authority a new 
bridge over lye Stones Clough on the road from Many-
wells to Flappit, on the then boundary between Wilsden 
and Bingley Outer District, was built. The bridge, which 
bears on its parapets the inscription: WILSDEN L.B./ 
BINGLEY T.L.B., is still known as New Bridge and is 
so shown on the current Ordnance Survey maps. 

126. Ibid., pp. 293, 294. 
127. W. Cudworth, Round about Bradford, p.239. 
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Drainage also received attention. An eighteen-inch 
diameter sewer was laid down the Main Street with 
smaller off-shoots into the side streets. Three outflows 
were provided on to land owned by the lord of the 
manor at some distance below the bottom of the village. 
It was this crude system of sewage disposal which later 
affected the decision to amalgamate the village with 
Bingley, although in fairness it should be remembered 
that the sewage in those days was mainly washing water 
and soapsuds. The villagers were very keen on keeping 
the rates as low as possible, and in October, 1867 the 
Wilsden Local Board meeting was described in the 
Keiqhley News as "a lively affair", on account of road 
repair expenses. 

Wilsden became an Urban District in 1894 and 
two years later Bingley Urban District applied to the 
County Council for an adjustment of boundaries. 12' The 
villages, or hamlets, of Cullingworth, Harden, Ham-
worth, Cottingley, Crossflatts and Micklethwaite had 
been constituted as the Bingley Township Local Board 
in 1863 and Bingley now wished to incorporate them in 
the Urban District along with the smaller district of 
Wilsden. In the application made by Bingley it was 
pointed out that the Urban District of Wilsden was 
situated in the North Bierley Union and Registration 
District; it was in Thornton Joint Hospital Board; its 
drinking water was supplied by Bradford Corporation, 
and its gas supply came from Clayton Gas Company. 
Arguments for amalgamation were that Wilsden was in 
the same Petty Sessional Division, that Bingley had 
spent more than £20,000 in modernising its sewage 
plant and that it would therefore be adequate for deal-
ing with the Wilsden and other Outer Districts' sewage. 

In November, 1896 a meeting of ratepayers was 
held in Wilsden Board School to protest against the 
proposed amalgamation. Enquiries into the proposals 
continued and almost twelve months later, on the 9th 

128. Information from various reports in the Keighicy News. 
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October, 1897, a representative of the Local Govern-
ment Board attended at Bingley Town Hall to receive 
representations from the authorities concerned. Wils-
den Urban District Council had briefed a barrister, 
Walter Beverley, to watch their interests. On all except-
ing the disposal of sewage Wilsden had quite a good 
case, but the sewage placed the village in a difficult 
position. William Busfeild Ferrand, lord of the manor, 
had agreed in 1879 to treat domestic sewage but not 
trade refuse, and complaints had been made of pollution 
of Harden Beck from trade effluent. It was stated that 
Ferrand had taken sewage from Wilsden houses for 
twenty-five years without a charge. Beverley, for Wils-
den, retorted that it was because of Ferrand's posses-
sion of the land below the village that Wilsden had 
been prevented from making adequate arrangements 
for disposal of its own sewage, which would have 
obviated the enquiry. Wilsden, Beverley said, had no 
community of interest with Bingley and with the excep-
tion of sanitation would gain nothing by amalgamation. 

The enquiry lasted four days and in the end Wils-
den lost its independence. In the light of after events 
it was quite evident that there was little community of 
interest between Wilsden and Bingley. For many years 
there was continuous bickering between the Wilsden 
representatives and the other members of the Council 
at Bingley and some foolish acts on the part of the 
Council only added fuel to the flame of resentment. 
One example may he cited. The Bingley Council decided 
that a twelve-inch diameter sewer was sufficient and 
this was joined to the larger Wilsden pipe, with the 
result that for over fifty years at times of heavy rain-
fall the smaller pipe was unable to take the flow and 

the road was flooded once or twice a year.  Reference was made on page 187 to the similarity 

in size of Shipley and Wilsden. From 1850 onwards, 
however, Wilsden remained static or registered a slight 
decline, whereas Shipley continued to expand. The 
situation of Shipley on the line of the Leeds and Liver-
pool Canal and on highways with easy gradients, with 
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the additional advantage of a good railway connection 
after 1847, would doubtless influence the choice of the 
Saltaire site when Sir Titus Salt wished to build his 
model village. Wilsden, however, started off with the 
advantage of a good stream at Hewenden, useful for 
water-powered mills, and later with the proximity of 
easily accessible coal beds. On the other hand, the roads 
were hilly and often in bad repair and when the rail-
way at last reached the district it was one and a half 
miles from the centre of the village at its nearest point. 
It was two years after the railway opened, in 1886, that 
the Wilsden station was built and even then the Wils-
den Local Board were obliged to build a connecting 
road almost half a mile from Harecroft at a cost of 
£1,000. The coal seams showed signs of exhaustion by 
the middle of the century and thereafter it became 
increasingly necessary to cart supplies either from 
Wilsden Station, or Bingley, or Bradford. 

The isolation of small villages in the nineteenth 
century, owing to difficulties of travel, may have con-
tributed to an independence or even stubbornness of 
character, which at times worked against the interests 
of the community as well as of individuals, and this 
seems to have been noticeable in the people of Wilsden. 
The opposition to Messrs Kaye, Richardson & Roe 
probably put back the full use of Royd Mills for half 
a century. In religious matters, too, the same spirit 
showed itself, and a group of parishioners at St 
Matthew's Church were prepared to pay for their oppo-
sition to the vicar to the extent of building a new church, 
St James's Free Church, in the village, which with its 
own minister lasted for sixteen years, until the offend-
ing vicar had resigned, when the new church was sold. 
It is now the village Conservative Club. 

The writer wishes to place on record the invalu-
able help he has received from the Editor, Mr Wilfrid 
Robertshaw, and to thank both him and the very numer-
ous friends who have helped him in providing informa-
tion for this historical sketch of the upland village of 
Wilsden. 



THE MANOR OF HORTON 

IN BRADFORD-DALE 

BY J. S. KING 

THIS brief account is intended to bring up to 
date the history of the manorial rights of Horton, 
and is therefore complementary to the historical 

accounts published in William Cudworth's Rain bles 
Round Horton (1886) and The Bradford Antiquary. 
The writer is indebted to the Town Clerk (Mr H. Patten) 
for permission to examine title deeds and conveyances 
now in the Corporation's possession, to Mr D. Overend, 
of the Town Clerk's Department, for assisting with the 
deeds, and to Mr H. Bilton (City Librarian) for infor-
mation relating to the Duchy Court proceedings of 
1580 and 1613. 

In a quiet corner of Great Horton, Bradford, not 
far from the bustle of traffic in Southfield Lane, there 
can be seen a derelict plot of land enclosed by a black-
ened stone wall and partly littered with the remains of 
a demolished building. The casual passer-by would 
hardly spare it a glance, and he would certainly not 
suspect that this was the last remnant of the ancient 
manor of Horton, with a history extending over 800 
years. 

At the time of the Domesday Survey, 1086, Horton 
was one of several unnamed berewicks or hamlets 
attached to the manor of Bradford. In the reign of 
Henry II (1154-1189) the lord of Bradford "granted 
to Hugh, son of Robert de Stapleton, four carucates 
of land to hold to him of the Honour of Pontefract 
by the service of the third part of a knight's fee, to wit, 
in Great Horton twenty oxgangs, in Little Horton four-
teen oxgangs . . . of land." This grant was the origin 
of the Horton manor, and it should be noted that the 
manorial rights never extended over the whole of 
the township, as several freeholders held their lands 
directly of the manor of Bradford. Nevertheless Hugh, 
who took the surname of Horton, exercised within his 
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restricted domain powers of a feudal lord, and his des-
cendants, the Lacies and Leventhorpes, were able to 
resist the claims of the Crown to possession of the 
lordship. 

The estate passed by purchase in 1640 to a junior 
branch of the Hortons, who also owned a moiety, or 
half-part, of the manor of Thornton, near Bradford, 
and were resident at Thornton Hall. Sir William 
Horton, Bt., by will dated the 23rd August, 1769, gave 
all his estate to his eldest son Watts, of Chadderton, 
near Oldham, with whose marriage settlement the series 
of deeds at the Town Hall begins. 

On the 26th May, 1778, Sir Watts mortgaged the 
lands at Horton for the sum of £5,000 to Thomas 
Winckley and Walter Kerfoot, in anticipation of his 
forthcoming marriage with Henrietta Smith Stanley, 
sister of Edward, Earl of Derby. His various estates 
were listed as "the manor of Great and Little Horton 
with the appurtenances and 60 messuages, 4 mills, 50 
shippons, 120 gardens, 400 acres of land, 300 acres of 
meadow, 300 acres of pasture, 50 acres of wood, 100 
acres of furze and heath, 50 acres of land covered with 
water, a rent of £16. 13s. od., common of pasture for 
all and all manner of cattle and common of turbary 
with the appurtenances in Great Horton, Little Horton, 
Thornton, Alierton, Halifax, High Sunderland, Barns-
hail, Birdsall, Armley, Thornhill and Coin Bridge." 

On the 2nd October, 1798, Sir Watts mortgaged 
his "undivided moiety" of the manor of Thornton to 
Robert Holt, of Marland, Lancs., for the sum of £1,500; 
in 1810, "being in want of more money," he repaid the 
balance still owing and raised a new loan of £4,000 with 
the brothers John, Edward and Laurence Lord, of New 
Mill in the parish of Rochdale. The yearly rents at 
Thornton were valued at £3. 

Sir Watts died on the 11th November, 1811. By 
his will, dated the 7th May in the same year, the estates 
at Horton and Chadderton passed to the heir to the 
baronetcy, Sir Thomas Horton, but the Thornton and 
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Allerton estates were left to Sir Watts' widow, Dame 
Henrietta, with remainder to their daughter Henrietta 
Susannah Anne. Horton reverted to the latter on the 
death of Sir Thomas in 1821, eight years after her 
marriage to Charles Rees, of Liverpool. The children 
of this marriage were Charles Horton Rees (later 
Rhyss), born 29th December, 1821, Arthur died child-
less in June, 1833), Caroline Eliza (died unmarried in 
February, 1817), Henrietta (died unmarried, 9th May, 
1843) and Mary (died unmarried, August, 1834). The 
finances of the family were evidently not healthy, as the 
Master of the Rolls was obliged to issue a writ in 1840 
for the repayment of the mortgage of 1810. 

The various properties were listed in 1849, as 
follows - 

In the Township of Thornton: Upper Field, House and 
Barn, Backfield, Ing, Lady Croft, Townsend Close, Three Days 
Work, The Acre, Site of a Row of Cottages, Starr Height, Eight 
Days Work, Three Nook or Rough Starr, Bridge Field, Four 
Days Work, Lower Close, Lower Wheat Field, Wood or Rape 
Field, Round Hill, School Broad, Little and Great Chapel 
Flatt, Calf Croft, Little Smithy, Town Close, Burrell Croft, 
Carr Wood, Kiln Croft, Chapel Close, Thornton Hall, Sammy 
Town Close, Nichol Flatt, Chat Hill Field, Mill, The Holme 
(with beck or goit), Thornton Corn Mill and Fold, Low Brog-
den, Becks Wood, Wood Field, Whinny Field, Mickle Field 
Ley, Great Carr, High Royd, etc., etc., total 333 acres, 1 rod, 
37f perches. 

In the Township of Allerton: Upper, Middle and Lower 
Intake, the Harrops, Hazel Crook Allotment, etc., etc., total 
51a. 2r. 3p. 

In the Township of Horton: Dam, reservoir, corn mill, 
croft, etc., total ha. 3r. 21p. 

Total Annual Rental: £644. 17s. 6d. 

Henrietta Susannah Rhyss died on the 30th 
December, 1827, almost three years before her mother, 
and Charles Rhyss in 1852. The heir was their eldest 
and only surviving son, Charles Horton Rhyss, who 
was in turn a captain in the army and a comedian with 
the stage name of "Morton Price". In the latter guise 
he toured North America and occasionally appeared 
at the old Theatre Royal, Bradford. His estates were 
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offered for sale at the Sun Hotel, Bradford, on October 
13th, 1858. The manor of Horton had by this time 
shrunk to the following properties, all tenanted by Mrs 
Jane Beanland: Manor House, cottage, pinfold and 
garden (Oa. In 31p.), corn mill, etc. (Oa. In 4p.), croft 
(la. In 34p.), Barraclough Field (2a. Or. Sp.), Dam 
Field (5a. Or. 3Op.), mill dam (Oa. 2r. 3Op.), Westcroft 
(Ia. In Op.), total 11 a. In 17p., together with lord's 
rents of £12. 17s. 8d. per annum. The corn mill and 
fields were bought by Mr Samuel Dracup for £1,111, but 
the "Manor House, cottage, pinfold and garden" and the 
lord's rents were bought by Mr William Cousen for the 
sum of £385, on the 13th October, 1858, the actual con-
veyance being dated 24th February, 1S(2. 

The manor, now further dwindled to a quarter of 
an acre, was nevertheless described in all its ancient 
grandeur - 

all outhouses, buildings, yards, gardens, orchards, heaths, 
moors, wastes, waste grounds, free chase and free warren, 
commons, common of pasture and turbary, mines, fairs, markets, 
customs, tolls, duties, trees, woods, underwoods, hedges, fences, 
ditches, roads, ways, waters, watercourses, lands covered with 
water, fisheries, fowlings, courts leet', courts baron and other 
courts, perquisites and profits of courts, reliefs, heriots, fines, 
deodands, waifs, estrays, escheats, treasure trove, chief and other 
rents, jurisdictions, seignories, royalties, services, franchises and 
all other rights, privileges, emoluments and appurtenances what-
soever. 
The new lord, William Cousen, was a well-known 

Horton manufacturer, and had built Cross Lane Mill 
in 1819. He converted the Manor House into two work-
shops, and died on the 22nd February, 1873. By the 
terms of his will, dated 7th February, 1862, the property 
was left to his widow Phoebe and their only son James. 
James Cousen was born in 1845 and died childless on 
the 20th May, 1919. Phoebe Cousen had died on the 
24th September, 1878, leaving her share of the property 
to friends. On the 27th January, 1920, Sarah Jane 
Cousen (widow of James), Ellen Golden and Ada 

i. The manor of Horton never in fact possessed a Court Leet. 

b 

ii 
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Barker of Harrogate conveyed the manor to Mr and 
Mrs Frederick Kellett, fish friers, of Southfield Lane. 
The lord's rents were now a mere one shilling per 
annum payable by the Horton Liberal Club, as it was 
not thought worth while to collect the other rents, and 
some had been redeemed at a total cost of £100. 2s. 9d. 

Following the death of Frederick Kellett on the 
20th November, 1948, a series of transfers took place. 
His widow sold the manor on the 11th August, 1956, 
to Mr and Mrs Charles Nicholas Walker, of Uplands 
Avenue, Clayton. On the 17th March, 1961, it passed 
to Mr F. D. Callaway and Mr T. L. Callaway, of West 
Bowling, who resold to Messrs D. and B. Motors (Brad-
ford) Ltd., on 21st January, 1963. 

The final conveyance took place on the 28th 
February, 1966, when "the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Citizens of the City of Bradford" entered into posses-
sion of the "Manor or Lordship or Reputed Manor2 or 
Lordship of Great Horton and Little Horton in the 
City of Bradford and an annual fee farm or other rent 
of is. per annum issuing out of or payable in respect 
of the land or tenement situate in the said manor, 
also those premises situate and being known as Manor 
Works, 77 Cross Lane  etc., etc." 

Even in its palmy days, the manor was never a very 
influential force in the district, and when its lords 
ceased to be resident and the courts iapsed, it reverted 
to the position of a private estate; the roles of bountiful 
village squire and stately mansion house were unoffi-
cially performed by the Sharp-Powells and Horton Old 
Hall respectively, although neither of the latter had 
manorial associations. 

2. "Reputed Manor" is a technical term for a manor whose courts have 
ceased to be held. 

3. "Formerly known as the Manor House, 73 Cross Lane." 



THE AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION 

PART Ill: THE NAVIGATION IN THE SECOND HALF 

OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

BY R. G. WILSON, B.A., PH.D. 

TO those eighteenth century Southerners who 
travelled North to discover the gaunt beauty of 
the six Northern Counties the West Riding pro-

vided a puzzling diversity of scenery. It was not simply 
that the bleak moors and hills in the West provided so 
marked a contrast with the flat plain South-East of 
Leeds, but also that the tranquillity of its long river 
valleys was in parts being annihilated by the spread of 
industry. Every topographer made a careful contrast 
between the peace which surrounded the old ruined 
abbeys and the panorama of activity that centred on the 
rivers around Leeds and Wakefield. Like Defoe they 
concluded that the woollen and worsted areas were con-
nected with Hull and Europe by a first-rate navigation 
system. Had they stopped to talk with traders in Leeds 
and Halifax their observations would have been very 
different. 

The growing dissatisfaction of the West Riding 
trading interests with the Aire and Calder Navigation 
can be traced back to at least the 1730's. Objections 
were of several kinds. First there were the perennial 
complaints of long delays due to shoals, low water and 
the hindrances of numerous corn and fulling mills along 
both rivers. As the lessees of the tolls pointed out in 
1736, the most satisfactory way to eliminate these 
defects was to construct further cuts and locks to avoid 
the more obstructive mills, and to transfer the Com-
pany's wharves and warehouses from Rawcliffe and 
Airmin, four miles down river at the confluence of the 
Aire and Ouse, so that the Humber keels were not 
delayed in waiting for the tide in the shallows of the 
lower Aire and goods could be transferred to the Aire 
and Calder lighters in the Ouse tideway.' The Company, 

i. ACN 4/108. 

11 
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however, down to 1772 never contemplated heavy capi-
tal expenditure, although it did begin a systematic pur-
chase of inconvenient mills and move the Company's 
warehouse to Airmin in 1744. The second cause of 
dissatisfaction was more important. The Act of 1699 
had merely fixed the maximum rate of tolls to be levied 
for the full distance from Leeds and Wakefield to Raw-
cliffe at iGs. per ton from 1 October to 1 May and lOs. 
per ton for the summer months.2 Within these limits 
the lessees constructed their tables of rates. Tolls were 
high: Wakefield traders reckoned "the freight from 
Rawcliffe to Wakefield is Equal to Freight and dues 
from London to Rawcliffe." John Mills in 1741 main-
tained "the Lock Dues upon the Rivers Aire and Calder, 
being very high, the Manufacturers of the Western 
Parts (i.e. around Halifax) as also Wool, Corn, etc. 
from Lincolnshire, and other places can be conveyed 
by land carriage on the said Roads, when they are 
passable at an easier expense than they are now carried 
by Water. ))3 And there is evidence that West Riding 
cloth destined for London was as likely to be sent by 
carrier's cart down the Great North Road as it was to 
find its way there by coastal shipping. William Mimer— 
a Leeds merchant and the principal undertaker of the 
Navigation—protested, however, that the toll farmers' 
lease with the Company restricted the former, "they 
cannot take near so much as what they Have a power 
of taking by the Act. "4 In a note extracted from lessees' 
books in 1739 he showed that cloth from Leeds paid 
2s. 6d. less than the maximum in summer and winter 
alike, coal 3s. per ton throughout the year, and iron 
5s. 6d. in winter. Tolls were well within the limits of 
the 1699 Act. A third complaint of the traders in Leeds 
and Wakefield was "that farmers' Boats pay less Lock 
Dues than other boats that Trade upon the River in 

2. 10 Will. III, c 25. T. S. Willan, River Navigation in England 1600-1750, 
(1936), 117 confuses the charges and periods. 

3. Commons 7ourna1s, xxiii, 570, 614 and Leeds Mercury, 6 July 1742. 
4, Leeds City Archives, DB/65. Note in Miler's handwriting, 6 Apr. 1739 

upon which this and the subsequent paragraph is largely based. 
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order to Monopolise the Trade." The Company's apolo-
gia was somewhat specious. There were no grounds for 
complaint as the farmers had more convenient ware-
houses built at great cost and "goods by that means are 
carried so Much Cheaper so that cannot be manner of 
reason for Complaint." Certainly other boats had to 
pay higher tolls and suffer long delays, and as a result 
except in coal carrying, the farmers' boats virtually 
monopolised the carriage of goods on the rivers. When 
the Wakefield traders approached John Burton, a prin-
cipal Wakefield undertaker and also one of the toll 
farmers, with their grievances they were greeted with 
abuse they might have anticipated from the father of 
the original of Sterne's Dr Slop. 

From these sources of irritation there spread a 
variety of aspersions cast upon the undertakers and the 
farmers. Some were of such a far-reaching nature - 
"the Navigation is rather a Detriment than a Benefit to 
trade in order to Enrich a few; Persons from low begin-
nings are become Saucy" - that the Company found 
it difficult to make a precise reply. There appears more 
substance in the claims that both undertakers and 
farmers with their many commitments in the woollen 
industry were advancing their own interests before the 
well-being of the county's trade. The evidence is diffi-
cult to weigh precisely. The 'Constitution' deed stipu-
lated that the cloth of Leeds undertakers should pay 
no more than 9s. per ton in winter and 4s. in summer, 
rates considerably less than those paid by the majority 
of merchants in 1739. Yet the extent to which this and 
similar regulations were enforced is impossible to deter-
mine since the outcome of decisions of this type were 
unlikely to come to light. There were more overt trans-
actions which provided a good deal of material for 
opponents of the Navigation. Criticism centred upon 
the appointment of merchants as farmers of the tolls 
(see Table I). The practice, giving an obvious trading 
advantage to these merchants, was an old one. George 
Dover, was a lessee for almost fifty years between 1704 

fi 
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and 1751 and John Douglas was a co-farmer with 
Dover for over twenty years. In 1744 Dover was joined 
by a young London merchant, Thomas Wilson. 
Wilson's father was Recorder of Leeds and the chief 
director of the Navigation's affairs after Miler's death 
in 1740. Wilson was an extremely ambitious and able 
lawyer whose rise to wealth and authority engendered 
envy amongst the old landed gentry and some of the 
merchant oligarchy in Leeds. When his son's appoint-
ment was made public, twenty leading merchants 
including Sir Henry Ibbetson, William Fenton and the 
Milnes of Wakefield protested to the Company that 
they entirely disapproved of merchants being appointed 
lessees of the tolls, "the appointing of any persons a 
lessee of the said Rivers, who is concerned in the Busi-
ness of a Merchant or who has been brought up or 
educated that way, will not only be exceeding disagree-
able to your Petitioners, and the principal Traders who 
have goods navigated upon the said Rivers, but your 
Petitioners are well satisfied will be the Occasion of 
continual Jealousies, Disputes and Disturbances and 
very probably may be of no small prejudice to the 
undertaking."-' Such missives had little effect. In 1751 
Richard Wilson passed over the higher tenders of two 
Leeds merchants, William Fenton and John Berken-
hout, in his haste to renew them in favour of his son 
Thomas, the old lessee.'  
5. DB/65. Petition of William Fenton, Henry Ibbetson and eighteen other 

merchants to Sir William Milner and Richard Wilson, Trustees of the 
ACN (1744?). 

6. Fenton and his brother Thomas and their brother-in-law Richard 
Ayrton offered £5,000 annually for the lease on the personal security 
of James Fenton and Thomas Lee, two leading woollen merchants in 
Leeds: but in spite of this offer and another of £4,810 the lease was 
let in 1751 for £4,400 annually to Atkinson and Wilson the old lessees. 
John Berkenhout, son of a foreign merchant who had settled in Leeds 
in 1715, in a letter to the proprietors of the ACN (ACN 4/115, 15 Nov. 
1750) claimed he had the support of the chief Leeds merchants in his 
desire to be admitted into the present partnership that farmed the tolls. 
He was turned down—the was barely twenty—and replied in a stinging 
verse satire on the undertakers (published in Publications of the Thores-
by Society, Miscellany Vol. 41 Part 3 (1950), 275-284). The Fentons 
were largely compensated by obtaining the lease of the tolls of the 
River Derwent in 1755. This enabled them to despatch their coals up 
the Derwent as far as Malton, and eventually Yedingham. They !irnec1 
these tolls until 1805. 
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In spite of this deep-seated dissatisfaction, the 
three decades following the turnpike disagreement in 
1740-1 witnessed an uneasy peace subsisting between 
the Navigation and the general merchant community. 
The latter's opposition was rendered ineffective by a 
number of factors. First the undertakers could claim 
that the rivers were easily handling the growing trade 
between 1740 and 1770. Moreover they could argue 
that it was the Leeds merchants who were inhibiting 
developments of the county's transport system when 
they attempted to stop the Calder-Hebble being made 
navigable to Halifax.7 Secondly the system of turnpikes 
in 1740-1 had been designed to create a competitive 
outlet for the wool textile region centred upon the old 
pre-Navigation river ports of Selby, Tadcaster and 
Weland.8 In fact they provided a poor alternative to 
the river navigation. The Leeds-Selby turnpike, 
intended to be the trunk road of the system, remained 
in "a parlous condition" until the 1780's. As a petition 
presented ten years later to extend the 1741 Act re-
counted there was no toll bar nearer Leeds than West-
Garforth bridge, above five miles to the East of Leeds, 
"and by that means the greatest Part of the Tolls, which 
might have been collected upon that Part of the said 
road have been lost, and the good Purposes intended 
by the said Act in a great measure defeated and the 
said road between Selby and Leeds remains in a most 
ruinous Condition, very dangerous for Travellers, and 
in the Winter season almost impassable."9 Over twenty 
years later a meeting was summoned to discuss the 
"public grievance" that in spite of trustees and tolls no 
road had been made within six and a half miles of Leeds. 
Improvement was hamstrung by inadequate finances. 
Two years earlier, in 1773, the trustees revealed that not 
only was the road in a bad state, but large arrears of 
7. Commons journals, xxiii, 554, 608, 644, 647, 649; xxviii, 48, 67, 87, 92, 

95, 98, 133-144. 
8. See R. W. Unwin, "The Aire and Calder Navigation: Part II, The 

Navigation in the Pre-Canal Age," The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, 
Part XLIII (1967), 151-186. 

9. Commons 7ourna1s, xxvi, 56. 
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debt had accrued. £5,709 was outstanding upon the 
credit of the tolls, with interest on loans due since 1769.10 

Since the turnpikes never fulfilled their promoters' 
expectations before the 1780's the Navigation was in a 
strong position. John Burton could abuse the Wake-
field merchants with the knowledge that there was little 
they could do about it. In the mid-1760's, with the 
success of the early canals, the position suddenly 
changed. And the precarious peace between the Navi-
gation and the West Riding trading community broke 
down. 

Attempts to smash the Navigation's monopoly of 
the carrying trade of the Yorkshire wool textile area 
by a rival system of turnpikes paled into insignificance 
at the announcement of plans in 1767 "to link the 
Eastern and Western Seas" by canal. In fact a prelimin-
ary meeting was held at Bradford in July 1765 to pro-
mote the Leeds-Liverpool canal. Committees were 
formed in Liverpool and Bradford and John Long-
botham and James Brindley surveyed the proposed line 
of the canal in 1767-8." Two points are of significance 
in a discussion about the Leeds-Liverpool canal and the 
Aire and Calder Navigation: there was always the idea 
of taking the canal from Leeds to at least Selby; the 
Leeds-Liverpool canal, in spite of its name, was in 
reality a Bradford, Blackburn and Liverpool enter-
prise. 12 The Leeds merchants were more attracted by 
the Selby extension plan. A cleric from Selby stated its 
advantages. Maintaining that several thousands of 
pounds had been squandered on futile road schemes 
to Tadcaster and Selby he stressed that a Leeds-Selby 
canal would halve existing freight costs by enabling 
ships to sail direct from Selby to any foreign port and 

io. Ibid., XXXIV, 101, 210, 310; Leeds Mercury, 31 Oct. 1775. 
ii. J. Priestley, Historical Account of the Navigable Rivers, Canals and 

Railways throughout Great Britain (1831), 418; H. F. Killick, "Notes 
on the Early History of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal," The Bradford 
Antiquary, III (1900), 169-238. 

12. An Alphabetical List of the Proprietors of the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal (1789) shows that of the 2,600 old shares only 105 were owned 
by Leeds citizens, and of these Thomas Wilson owned forty. 

 I 
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save the double charge of goods at Airmin and Hull. 
"What then," he asked, "are the opulent Merchants and 
great traders of Leeds thinking of? Are they so totally 
immersed in or so intent upon Business itself, that they 
have not a moment's leisure to think upon any scheme 
that may be offered for the Advantage of Business?" 
He was convinced that the "subscription would be filled 
in that populous Town alone in a few Hours.'"' Meet-
ings were held to promote the scheme and a subscrip-
tion list remained open throughout the summer of 
1769, but although an appeals committee continued to 
meet, the Leeds-Liverpool canal siphoned off large 
amounts of capital and no-one was blind to the hostility 
of the Aire and Calder Navigation. 

The undertakers had few objections to the Leeds-
Liverpool canal. Some of them had attended the initial 
meetings in Bradford. Richard Wilson, who succeeded 
his father in 1761 as Recorder of Leeds and principal 
director of the Navigation's concerns, appeared to John 
Hustler, a Bradford wool stapler and the chief promoter 
of the canal to Liverpool, "extremely pleased to hear 
it was concluded to come to Leeds with the Canal, arid 
promised to attend the meeting and to encourage the 
prosecution of the scheme."4 But Wilson merely wished 
to keep abreast of developments and he made it clear 
that the Company would oppose to its utmost the Leeds-
Hull scheme. As every undertaker well knew were it to 
become reality the Leeds traffic, which provided around 
three times the revenue of that to Wakefield, down the 
Aire would fall away overnight. 

At the same time as the plans for a Leeds-Selby 
navigation were being digested the Company suddenly 
faced an explosion of complaints with its renewal of 
the tolls to Peter Birt in 1770. Birt, a former merchant 
in the Russian trade, not only farmed the dues but also 

13. Leeds Mercury, 21 Feb. 1769. Thomas Yeoman's estimate for the canal 
was £65,350. John Reed, a Leeds merchant, submitted that £70,000 had 
been subscribed by 1774 (Commons 70urna1s, XXXIV, 437). 

14. Spencer-Stanhope Mss. (City Library, Bradford), 1170, John Hustler 
to John Stanhope, Dec. 1769. 
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owned a large number of boats on both rivers as well 
as important collieries."I Other mine owners and mer-
chants were incensed at the preferential treatment his 
boats received on the rivers. Traders were forced into 
using his barges to escape the delays to which other 
vessels were subjected. By these methods Birt had 
obtained a virtual monopoly of the carrying trade on 
the Navigation. The new lease stated that, "the said 
Mr. Birt to be under such covenants not to oppress, 
injure or overburden any local owners adjoining to or 
buyers of coal or other persons navigating the said 
Rivers by laying any greater Tolls on them than are 
now paid as the said Trustees shall cause to be inserted 
therein and under like Covenants touching the 
matters."6 But such clauses did nothing to assuage the 
enmity of traders using the rivers when it became 
generally known in the autumn of 1771 that Birt's lease 
of the tolls had been renewed for a further twenty-
one years. Then the discontent that had been smoulder-
ing for years broke into flames. 

A meeting on 16 December 1771 at Ferrybridge, 
of those who had grievances against the Navigation was 
adjourned to York on the 30 December. Wilson, never 
slow to take an opportunity, engaged John Smeaton, 
the famous Leeds engineer, to survey the rivers and 
prepare a report for the York meeting. 117 Rather cleverly 
Wilson hinted at a Bill to improve the Navigation, and 

i. Bin, in some notes made by John Stanhope in 1764, was described as a 
merchant with eighteen-nineteen years' experience in the Russian trade. 
I have found no evidence of his being engaged in the Leeds woollen 
trade however. John Blayd's son married Bin's daughter, and it is pos-
sible that Birt was in partnership with the Blayd's, a principal Leeds 
Cloth exporting firm. In 1756 he had entered an agreement with Sir 
Henry Ibbetson, a leading merchant in Leeds, to farm the tolls for four-
teen years, paying a premium of £2,000 and an annual rent of £6,000. 
They together undertook "not to carry on any Business in the cloth 
trade, after the expiration of the present Partnership of Ibbetson and 
Koster which is supposed to expire on or about the year 1760, and not 
to oppress, injure or overburden any coal owners or Buyers navigating 
on or adjoining the said Rivers." Ibbetson, whose position in the West 
Riding had allowed Birt into the toll farm, died in 1761 leaving his 
co-lessee in sole control. 

i6. Temple Newsam Mss. TN/AL5/2/8 and ACM 4/112. 
17. J. Smeaton, Reports of the late . . . FRS (1812), II, 131-140. 
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he asked Lord Irwin for a copy of the proposed agenda 
for the York meeting so that he might answer the com-
plaints in full." The merchant community was in up-
roar. Sir William Milner, grandson of the founder of 
the Navigation and now its chief proprietor, admitted 
to Lord Irwin that he had received complaints not only 
from Leeds and Wakefield, but from almost every town 
in Yorkshire and Lancashire.'9 

The meeting at York, under Lord Irwin's chair-
manship, roundly condemned the Navigation and its 
lessees .20 The Leeds merchants and colliery owners 
turned out in force and were supported by a sprinkling 
of landowners as well as merchant representatives from 
York, Hull and Wakefield. Wilson and Birt together 
with Smeaton and his plans were speedily ejected from 
the room at Bluits Inn. Then the tide of complaint ran 
free. Thomas Fenton, a leading Leeds colliery owner, 
testified to the insufficiency of the Navigation. George 
Oates and Gamaliel Lloyd, two big merchants in Leeds, 
spoke of embezzlement, preferences and detention of 
goods. The Hull merchants complained of the extrava-
gant price of coals and savagely attacked Birt's mon-
opoly. Richard Gibson submitted that he had agreed 
to carry twenty tons of logwood from Hull to Leeds 
and Wakefield and had been forced to pay £9 lock 
dues. Leeds wine merchants testified that they had, 
"frequently suffered by the loss of Wine, Brandy, Rum, 
etc. out of their vessels, with the additional still greater 
inconvenience of having the deficiency made up with 
water to the great detriment of their trade, and more 
irreparable of their credit." 

18. TN/LA/5/3 Richard Wilson to Lord Irwin, 19 Dec. 1771. 
19. TN/LA/5/4 Sir William Milner to Lord Irwin, 23 Dec. 1771. 
20. For this paragraph see TN/LAS/2/5-6. There was much enmity be-

tween Birt, the Fentons and Brandling, the three chief colliery owners 
in the Leeds area. At a meeting of York Corporation on 2 March 1772 
it was recorded, "It is supposed that Mr. Birt and Messrs. William and 
Thomas Fenton are attempting to monopolise the collieries in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire from which York is chiefly supplied with coals and 
thereby to become the sole vendors thereof to York." See also W. G. 
Rimmer, "Middleton colliery near Leeds (1770-1830)," Yorkshire Bulle-
tin of Economic and Social Research, VII (1955), 41-58. 

1 
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Surprisingly there was little mention of a new 
canal, although ninety-six Leeds traders had submitted 
a plea for a canal from Leeds into "some convenient 
part of the Ouse so that goods can be shipped with 
much more expedition at half the price that is now 
paid for them.)'21 The meeting concluded with a resolu-
tion to raise a subscription against altering the rivers 
Aire and Calder. It was a curious negative motion that 
illustrated the great power of the Company. Several 
Leeds grocers "declared their apprehension of being 
obliged to shut up shop if they signed the complaints 
in writing." Moreover many merchants were cautious 
at this stage maintaining that the canal promoters 
should wait to see the undertakers' proposals. As James 
Smith, a Hull merchant, wrote to Lord Irwin on the 
Hull meeting which was held soon after the one at 
York, "I find the Merchants of Leeds are very anxious 
for a new Canal which the Town of Hull would be 
glad to join with them in effecting . . . but, my Lord, 
I think all partys are bound in Honour not to apply 
for a new canal till the abuses upon the River Aire and 
Calder are redressed or at least till Parliament has sayd 
they cannot reduce the Tolls or redress the grievances. "22 
George Oates also was for the moderate plan adopted 
at York, but at a subsequent meeting of the Leeds com-
mittee, "the Tide was far too strong and for that Night 
another person purposely put into the chair." It was 
then agreed that a plan should be immediately produced 
for a new canal and, to do everything they should judge 
most beneficial for procuring a free navigation. 1123 

Smeaton's report for the Navigation undertakers 
was published in January 1772. He found that the 

21. Ibid., "Public Petition signed by the Traders of Leeds to the 'Gentle-
men who assembled at Bluits Inn, York'." It was signed by a couple of 
dozen woollen merchants, besides a large number of grocers, wool 
staplers, wine merchants, tobacconists, dry-salters and corn dealers. The 
merchants, including William and Robert Denison, George Oates, 
Gamaliel Lloyd and John Wormald, were amongst the most influential 
in the town. 

22. TN/LA/5/6 Jas Smith to Lord Irwin, 7 Jan. 1772. 
23. Ibid., 5/8 George Oates to Lord Irwin, 15 Jan. 1772. 
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remarkable growth in trade exposed the original im-
provements to be quite inadequate for the present 
volume of traffic. The number of vessels on the Leeds 
section of the Navigation had increased six or sevenfold 
between 1711-1713 and the 1770's. 24 The real trouble 
was the dearth of water in the tortuous loops of the 
lower stretches of the river: in summer the depth of 
water was often no more than two feet, and boats were 
taking several days to complete a run which should 
have taken fifteen hours. His opinion was that the rivers 
would carry thirty-forty ton vessels providing several 
new cuts were made and a canal constructed at 
Haddlesey to eliminate five miles of the lower Aire. 
The Bill to effect these changes, very hurriedly pre-
pared by the undertakers, was cut dead in Parliament 
in the spring of 1772 by the M.P.'s for the Yorkshire 
constituencies acting on the instructions of the West 
Riding merchants, who opposed the scheme, and 
those landowners whose estates would be affected by 
Smeaton's proposed canal.25 

The undertakers learnt their lesson. Henceforth 
they proceeded with greater caution: they were more 
careful to lobby M.P.'s effectively and secure favour-
able witnesses before Commons' Committees. They gave 
fuller details of their plans and negotiated their land 
requirements in a less high-handed fashion. In Novem-
ber 1772 the legal advisers of the Navigation suggested 
that in any future attempts to obtain legislation the 
Company should produce details of its accounts and it 
was further decided that "Mr. Wilson and Mr. Birt will 
consider all matters fully and particularly to consider 
whether Evidence should not be offered to show the 
Low Estates of the Navigation and the loss of the 
proprietors for many years after the original making it 
and thereby that the Profits of it upon the whole are 
not so great nor the original [word illegible] of loss 
so small as our opponents would Insinuate. "26 Moreover 

24. J. Smeaton, loc.cit., also Bacon Frank Mss. (Sheffield). 
25. Commons 7ourna1s, xxxiii, 496 and TN/LA5/2/7,9,11-12,16. 
26. DB/65, "Minutes of Meeting at Lincoln's Inn, 27 Nov. 1772." 
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in a further bid to improve their public image the prin-
cipal Leeds undertakers, Sir William Milner, Richard 
Wilson and Jeremiah Dixon met to fix a new list of 
tolls. The latter was for conciliation: he told Milner, 
"my sentiments in general in regard to Tolls are that 
they ought now to be rated as low as they can possibly 
be afforded constituent with the contract subsisting 
between Mr. Birt and us." 27 The interesting point is that 
the tolls of the most important navigation in the county 
were being fixed by a baronet, a Fellow of the Royal 
Society and the Recorder of Leeds. Certainly in each 
case their grandfathers had been woollen merchants 
in Leeds, but inevitably they were less involved in trade 
than the original proprietors. Indeed a cursory glance 
at the undertakers in 1772 would have shown no evi-
dence of their connection with the woollen trade. Not a 
single merchant held a share of the Wakefield stock, 
and only William Denison of Leeds could claim to be 
an active merchant. In three generations the families 
of the original merchant undertakers had become 
rentiers. The change was reflected in the obstruction of 
new transport plans, which the entire trading interest 
of the county had endorsed. The real cause of Sir 
William Miler's objections to these developments is 
delightfully illustrated in a letter to Lord Irwin explain-
ing his actions, "the long acquaintance I have had with 
your Lordship and your family induces me to hope for 
your Lordship's interest in a matter which my children 
as well as myself are so deeply concerned." A pamphlet 
issued by the undertakers went further: "the properties 
of the undertakers [were from] . . . Time to Time 
conveyed and settled as Estates of Inheritance and 
which several widows, Femmes Coverts and infants 
dependant upon as a great part, and in some instances, 
the Sole of their Support, will be nearly destroyed, or 

27. Ibid., J. Dixon to Sir William Milner, 3, 12 June 1772. The reductions 
were not published until Apr. 1774. See L.M. 19 Apr. 1774. 

28. TN/LA5/17, Sir William Mì1pc Jtc! Irwin, 24 Nov. 1772. 
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very materially injured.' 29 Crucial decisions were being 
made by men who defended their actions in terms of 
their maiden aunts' and mothers-in-law's incomes. Not 
surprisingly such views curtailed their vision. Their 
thinking was in marked contrast to William Milner and 
his fellow aldermen walking twenty miles to Ferrybridge 
with their measuring wheel, opening up the rivers to 
the prospect of a great trade with Europe. 

The defeat of the Navigation improvement Bill in 
the spring of 1772 left the ball in the canal promoters' 
court. And they concealed their tactics. As Henry 
Baynes informed Lord Irwin "the canal people do 
everything by a secret committee."3° Unfortunately their 
plans were weakened in the summer of 1772 when a 
further scheme to harass the Navigation was announced 
by the leading merchants in Wakefield and Halifax-" 
They intended to by-pass the Calder section of the 
Navigation by a canal from Wakefield to the River Don 
along the course of the Went valley. Pemberton Milnes, 
the most prosperous of the Wakefield merchants, sub-
scribed £1,500 of the £12,000 promised at the pro-
moters' first meeting. Although the total cost of the 
project was only £20,000 plans proceeded no further. 
Henry Zouch, the wealthy Vicar of Sandal and a Navi-
gation undertaker, described the outcome of the second 
meeting in a style worthy of one of Horace Walpole's 
frequent correspondents " . . . (the attendance) was 
a very slender one; the Company sneaked away one 
after another as if ashamed of the project, so that I 
found myself insensibly left with two or three dispirited 
engineers, a steward, an attorney or two, and a solitary 
miller . . . you will then easily conjecture that barring 
unforeseen accidents there is very little to be dreaded 
from our foes in that quarter. "32 

29. ACM 4/117, "A Few Facts and Remarks offered on Behalf of the Pro-
prietors of the Rivers Aire and Calder." 

30. TN/LA5/1/22, 2 Jan. 1773. 
31. L.I. 22 Dec. 1772; L.M. 5 Jan. 1773. 
32. DB/65, Rev. Henry Zouch to Sir William Milner, 8 Jan. 1773. 
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That the proposed Went canal had diverted atten-
tion in the summer of 1772 was not obvious when the 
Selby Canal proposals came before Parliament in 
December 1772. Petitions produced in its favour were 
impressive. The corporations of Hull, York and Leeds, 
the trading communities of every town of any size in 
Yorkshire, the merchants of Liverpool, Gainsborough, 
Bury St Edmunds and Ipswich all submitted that the 
canal was essential." A powerful case was built up 
against the Navigation. Boat owners complained that 
the rivers were "a very imperfect and defective navi-
gation, subject to many impediments from Sand Banks, 
shoals and other obstruction. " 34 Bitt, the lessee of the 
tolls and owner of the majority of vessels on the rivers 
was the focus of their attack. It was contended that "he 
monopolised freight in such articles as he chooses to 
carry." Preference was given to his boats at the locks 
and he was enabled to bring his goods to market first. 35 
To these criticisms the undertakers made a seemingly 
poor reply: Smeaton was dismissed from giving evi-
dence before the Commons' Committee as an incom-
petent witness; Birt's lock due books from 1765 on-
wards were ordered to be placed before the Committee; 
a petition opposing the canal purporting to be from 
three colliery owners was so obviously the work of the 
Navigation that the Commons decided to accept it only 
by the narrowest majority. 6 Yet within a month the 
Selby canal Bill was dropped. 37 

The opposition of landowners through whose 
property the proposed canal would pass, and the all-
prevailing interest of the Navigation's undertakers is 
only part of the answer. The canal promoters were well 
organized. The trading interests of the county were 

33. Commons 7ournals, xxxiv, 94,97,106-7,114,202. 
34. Ibid., 114. 35. Ibid. 
36. Ibid., 80,106,118,271. Smeaton was dismissed on the grounds that he 

owned shares in the Calder-Hebble Navigation, which was the extension 
of the Aire and Calder Navigation up to Halifax. Smeaton's daughter 
was married to the son of Jeremiah Dixon, a Leeds merchant and under-
taker of both navigation companies. 

37. Ibid., 338. 



230 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

behind them. They had the powerful support of Vis-
count Irwin and Sir Thomas Ramsden and the tacit 
assistance of the Duke of Ancaster and Lord Hunting-
don. 38 The Navigation's strength rooted in a core of 
M.P.'s headed by Sir William Milner, was not in itself 
more powerful, but many non-committed Members 
looked upon the Leeds-Selby canal as a test case. Could 
the rights of river navigation proprietors, granted by 
Act of Parliament, be laid aside at the whim of every 
set of new canal promoters? Sir George Savile, the 
famous independent Yorkshire M.P., provided a well 
reasoned argument for these M.P.'s. After discussing 
the valid complaints he went on to the question of the 
rights of the undertakers. Was it the same case as the 
Duke of Bridgewater's canal where the old navigation 
proprietor's interests in the rivers were rescinded. No! 
Savile answered. The Company began against very 
great odds, and the roads were competing with them. 
Aire and Calder stock, unsaleable for many years, was 
sold at two-fifths of its original value. He thought it 
wrong therefore that they should "be shocked with 
these enormous gains as they are pleas'd to term them, 
of the Wakefield Leeds adventurers." Not only did 
Savile warn that the Navigation would provide the 
greatest opposition, but he counselled the canal pro-
moters against precipitate action .39 His message did not 
go unheeded, in both Parliament and the county. 

After their defeat in May 1773 the canal promoters 
went once more into the country, this time to make their 
last stand. At a meeting in Leeds two months later it 

was "unanimously resolved that the business of the said 

38. TN/LA5/1/24-5, 28; 2/9 and ACN 4/112. Lord Huntingdon to 
Richard Wilson, May 1773. 

39. TN/LA/5/13, Sir George Savile to . . . 21 Jan. 1772. It should be 
remembered that Savile was a leading shareholder in the Calder-Hebble 
Navigation. Another factor in the defeat of the 1773 canal Bill was the 
fact that it was generally believed that there was no water for it: "I 
don't believe the Leeds-Selby canal will succeed. They ought not to 
take water from the old rivers and it is true as I am well informed that 
Proprietors of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal have not agreed to let the 
proposed Canal have any of their water so that there is no water for 
the new Canal." (Bacon Frank Mss. Sheffield City Library). 
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intended canal be vigorously prosecuted at the next 
session of Parliament . . . and to exterminate every 
Idea of any Intention of a Monopoly, it was at the same 
time resolved, that the Subscription Books be again 
immediately opened."4° The Corporations of Leeds, York 
and Hull added their weight to the compaign. In Leeds 
the town council subscribed £500 out of its very limited 
financial reserves for a vigorous prosecution of the 
canal scheme .4' This renewed activity in the summer 
of 1773 forced the Navigation Company into making 
every attempt to conciliate the county's trading interests. 
The proprietors had been in great danger and the threat 
to their position had by no means subsided. After a 
general meeting of the Company in August 1773 it was 
made known to the public that the undertakers "were 
unanimously Resolved, to renew their application to 
Parliament next session for further powers to enable 
them to render the Navigation of the said Rivers as 
complete as possible; and being desirous in every 
instance to satisfy and accomodate the publick to the 
utmost of their Power," merchants were invited to 
submit proposals to Sir William Milner to prevent 
further complaints. And the undertakers agreed to meet 
"from Time to Time, previous to the Assembly of Par-
liament; in order to give every such proposal a full and 
candid consideration. ))42 In December the undertakers 
issued their full plans. The rivers were to be dredged 
to a minimum summer depth of four feet and although 
no new cuts were proposed, a five mile canal from 
Haddlesey to Selby - the idea of William Smith whom 
the Company had invited to survey the rivers - was 
planned to eliminate the stretches of the lower Aire 
which had been the chief cause of trouble. As it cut 
across low marshy ground, and would therefore be 
useful for drainage purposes, this canal met with little 
opposition from the landowners who had wrecked 

40. Leeds Mercury, 30 July 1773. 
41. Ibid., 5 Oct. 1773. 42. Ibid., 31 Aug. 1773. 

I 
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Smeaton's earlier schemes and impeded the Leeds-Selby 
canal plans. When the Company announced its plans 
in the Leeds Mercury it concluded it would submit 

to a regulation of tolls as Parliament shall deem 
reasonable," and it also made known that it had termin-
ated Birt's lease of the tolls although it had nineteen 
years to run, in return for which Birt received a tenth 
share of the Company's stock. 44 Eleventh hour 
announcements of this sort inevitably cut much of the 
ground from under the canal promoters' feet. Neverthe-
less they had now campaigned for four years and would 
not submit without a final struggle. The Navigation 
Company's plans were smeared in the press when a 
quarrel between Richard Wilson and William Smith, 
who had been in the pay of the Leeds-Selby canal pro-
moters only the previous summer, was blown up out 
of all proportion. 5 Through Lord Irwin an attempt was 
made to persuade the Duke of Ancaster, Miles Staple-
ton and other landowners around Haddlesey to oppose 
the new plans. 46 

The scene of battle was transferred to Parliament 
for the last time in January 1774 when on the same day 
"the Gentlemen, Merchants and Traders in the County 
of York" petitioned for a Leeds-Selby canal to link up 
with the Leeds-Liverpool canal already under construc-
tion and Sir John Goodricke, Sir William Milner, 
Richard and Thomas Wilson and John Burton sought 
permission to introduce a bill to improve the Aire and 
Calder Navigation. 47 

The fate of the Leeds-Selby Bill was soon decided. 
The committee quickly finished its work and it was 
debated on the last day of February. The debate was 

43. TN/LA/5/1/26 Sir William Milner to Lord Irwin, 21 Dec. 1773. 
44. 14 Geo III, c 96. This Act enabling the Company to make the canal 

from Haddlesey to Selby, also legalised Birt's position and issued an 
amended scale of tolls (see J. Priestley, op.cit., 13). The new table of 
rates brought about a reduction of tolls especially for coal, by abolishing 
the distinction between winter and summer rates. 

45. Leeds Mercury, 11 Jan. 1774. 
46. TN/LA5/1/24-5. John Stagg to Lord Irwin, 8 Jan. 1774. 
47. Commons 7ourna1s, XXXIV, 396. 
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adjourned for three days, when the Bill was rejected by 
105 votes to 33•48 The Leeds Intelli.qencer had informed 
its readers as early as 22 February that the second 
reading of the Bill six days later would meet with "the 
warmest opposition that has been made against any 
Bill for many years past. "49 The passage of the Aire and 
Calder extension Bill was uneventful. Last minute cuts 
to improve the Aire, that Milner had not dared intimate 
to Lord Irwin on 21 December, were included and in 
spite of numerous petitions against them, the only 
effective petition was that of the Dowager Lady Stour-
ton to vary the line of the canal in Selby itself. The 
Leeds-Liverpool Canal proprietors pointed out that 

the Tolls, Rates or Duties, which they propose 
to take on the said Rivers, are greater than many im-
portant Branches of trade will Bear. "50 This time, how-
ever, the Navigation proprietors committed no tactical 
errors. They promised, and very shortly afterwards 
issued, a table of reduced tolls on the rivers. 511 Smeaton, 
in evidence before the Commons' committee, said that 
he had been approached as early as June 1771 to im-
prove the rivers, and John Gott, surveyor of works 
upon the rivers since 1760 and father of the better 
known Benjamin, maintained that traffic upon the 
rivers had increased by a half in the last ten years.52 
The Bill passed in early April. 

It was received in the country with various re-
actions. Henry Baynes wrote to Lord Irwin, "I am told 
Doctor Kirshaw as soon as the Express arrived, skipt 
about the Room like a boy of 14 years old."53 But the 

48. Ibid., 518, 533. 
49. Leeds Intelligencer, 22 Feb. 1774. 
so. Commons 7ournals, XXXIV, 636, 658. 
i. J. Priestley, op.cit., 13. 

52. Commons 7ourna1s, XXXIV, 477. 
53. TN/LA/5/1/29. Kirshaw, Sir William Lowther and Henry Zouch were 

all clerics who took a close interest in the affairs of the Navigation. 
On occasions they alone conducted the monthly committee meetings. 
It must have provided an unusual sight even in the eighteenth century 
to witness these three parsons arriving in their coaches at the Stafford 
Arms in Wakefield or the King's Arms in Leeds to direct the affairs of 
this great navigation. 
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joy that suffused the septuagenarian proprietor, Vicar 
of Leeds and an indefatigable director of the Naviga-
tion's affairs, was not shared by those merchants and 
landowners who had campaigned for the Selby canal 
for five years. Baynes, a small landowner in Leeds, when 
he saw the new Aire and Calder Act burst out, "I think 
they have the impudence of Highwaymen... We chose 
members for the securitt, of our properties and 
instead of answering that end, they act quite the con-
trary and put them in the power of a pack of Wolves 
to take them away to Satiate their Ravenous appetite... 
I think if the Parliament suffer such an act to pass 
they'll deserve to have another Gov. Fox (sic) under 
their houses to blow them up." Even though Baynes' 
eloquence outdistanced both his grammar and his his-
tory his reaction reverberated through the merchants' 
ranks. The merchant author of an article in the Leeds 
newspapers maintained that not one of the complaints 
made against the Aire and Calder Navigation had been 
eliminated. 54 His ten objections to the Bill included 
protests that the undertakers' monopoly of carriage of 
goods was not prevented, nor were tonnage rates re-
duced and the plan fell far short of the original Hull-
Liverpool scheme. Nevertheless neither his résumé of 
events nor Baynes' paroxysms could conceal the re-
sounding defeat of the Selby canal promoters. 

The undertakers had won on several counts. Not 
least had been their shrewd, if late, production in 
December 1773 of adequate alternative plans. But their 
real success stemmed from their support in Parliament 
for as we have seen, they could rely on little in the 
country. The undertakers were old hands in the art 
of successful solicitation. just one undertaker, the Rev. 
Sir William Lowther, could assure Richard Wilson, "I 
have wrote to several whom I thought you were not 
acquainted with as Sir Simon Stuart, Gov. Johnstone, 
Mr. Clive and others, and have represented the case. . 

strongly and have desired their attendance at the House 

4. Leeds Mercury, 26 Apr. 1774. 

1 
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on Tuesday next with all their Friends they can collect. 55 
The Company paid Jeremiah Dixon, Sir William 
Milner, Colonel Burton, Richard Wilson and the Rev. 
Dr Kirshaw £2,000 in July 1774 for "their attendance 
etc. in London."56 Lord Irwin and the West Riding 
merchants and traders were unable to erect a compar-
able network. Moreover when severe depression hit the 
woollen industry in 1772 it inevitably dampened the 
enthusiasm of the merchants for their canal, especially 
coming on top of their defeat in Parliament in May 1772. 
The Navigation Company had no such problems. And 
whatever the advantages of the canal or the short-
comings of the Navigation itself, legality was on the 
side of the undertakers. 'Rights' and 'Property' were 
not words that Parliament lightly played with. 

The last quarter of the eighteenth century saw the 
Company pursuing a consistent policy of improvement. 
Its implementation must be examined against the 
general economic expansion in the West Riding itself 
after 1783. At the centre of this development was the 
rapid growth of the woollen and worsted industries. 
Although expansion was not so dramatic as in the 
cotton industry across the Pennines, the figures of 
broad and narrow cloth milled in the West Riding - 
a minimum measurement for the Yorkshire woollen 
industry - show a threefold increase between 1781 and 
1800.57 Increases in output, largely dependent upon the 
first stages of mechanization, especially scribbling and 
jenny spinning, were even more marked in the produc-
tion of worsteds, cotton and linen, and although the 
two latter had but a precarious foothold in the 
traditional wool textile regions in 1780 they had made 
significant advances by the turn of the century. Not 
only did traffic in raw materials for the textile industries 
expand at an unprecedented rate, but also trade in coal, 
foodstuffs, stone and lime. Collieries in the Leeds-
Wakefield area found an increasing market for their 
55. ACN 4/112, Rev. Sir William Lowther to Richard Wilson, 19 Feb. 1774. 
56. ACN Minute Book 1774-5, entry for 3 July 1774. 
57. R. G. Wilson, "Transport Dues as Indices of Economic Growth, 1775-

1820," Economic History Review, XIX (1966), 110-123. 
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coal in York, Hull and every town along the Yorkshire 
and north Lincolnshire rivers which flowed into the 
Humber. A marked upturn in building activity after 
1783 and the increasing pace of agricultural improve-
ment ensured a growth in the transport of stone and 
lime, especially since Knottingley and Brotherton, two 
villages on the Aire, were the chief lime producing 
centres in Yorkshire. And the fast-growing population 
of the textile towns depended on the rivers for the 
import of their provisions. One agricultural writer 
reckoned that the cloth-producing areas of the West 
Riding did not produce one-sixth of its own food 
requirements. Therefore the Navigation Company, even 
with its past record, could not go wrong after 1783. It 
had had its monopoly confirmed in 1774 and the turn-
pikes, although they were greatly improved after 1780, 
were only competitive in the handling of high value 
goods over short hauls. 

Nevertheless the Company's position was strength-
ened in the last quarter of the century, not merely by 
the confirmation of its monopoly and the strong upward 
trend in economic activity but also because it con-
sciously avoided further hostility. The Act of 1774 
was executed without delay. The tolls as we have seen 
were reduced, although neither as appreciably as the 
Company maintained nor nowhere in line with those 
the Selby canal promoters had promised in 1773.58 

58. "Tonnage or lock dues paid on goods passing up and down the River 
Aire, from Leeds to Airmin compared with those proposed on the 
intended Canal from Leeds to Selby." 

Tonnage on Tonnage on Saving 
rivers canals (per 
S. d. S. d. cent) 

coal per ton 1 5 1 0 41 2/3 
corn ,, 2 6 2 4 71/12 

iron ,, 6 4 2 10 123 2/3 

hides ,, 3 4 2 10 17 1/2 
timber ,, 3 6 2 10 23 1/3 

wool ,, 9 0 3 9 140 
cloth ,, 9 0 3 9 140 
dyeing wood ,, 7 6 2 10 164 /12 
oil and wine ,, 8 0 2 10 182 1/12 
The Canal promoters issued a second proposed table of rates which 
promised even further reductions after they had seen the Navigation's 
new scale of tolls in April 1774 (Leeds Mercury, 26 Apr. 1774). 
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The Haddlesey-Selby canal was completed in May 1776. 
It created "a more expeditious and certain passage for 
vessels from the Aire and Calder to the Port of Hull. 
than by way of Airmin" and "a much easier communi-
cation . . . between the towns and collieries adjoining 
the rivers Aire and Calder, the city of York, and all 
other towns bordering on the rivers Ouse, Derwent etc. 
and will save upwards of twenty miles distance navi-
gating."-19 Two years later a weekly boat was advertised 
from Leeds to York, transporting goods "considerably 
cheaper than any other conveyance."6° 

£70,000 was spent between 1775 and 1785 on the 
Haddlesey-Selby canal, five cuts on the River Aire and 
a new set of locks through the Navigation." Moreover 
ownership, management and policy were co-ordinated 
for the first time since 1720's when the toll lessees had 
been made responsible for repairs. When Birt's lease 
was terminated the Company took the collection of 
tolls, Birt's boats and the responsibility for development 
and maintenance into its own hands. In William Martin, 
who ran the day-to-day affairs of the Navigation for 
over twenty years between 1774 and 1796, the under-
takers found a first-rate manager. Between William 
Miler's death in 1740 and 1774 the lessees had become 
the cause of a fundamental misunderstanding between 
the West Riding traders and the undertakers. To return 
the maximum profit on their lease the farmers had kept 
tolls high and levied exorbitant freight charges. The 
undertakers were very content with their increasing 
dividends, after their poor returns between 1700 and 
1720. Between 1769 and 1774 the folly of this policy 
was made obvious. Martin's importance therefore was 
not simply that his supervision of the clerks and lock-
keepers and his management of the Company's ships 
was exemplary but that he was a most effective spokes-
man interposed between the undertakers and its trading 

59. Leeds Mercury, 5 May 1776. 
6o. Ibid., 11 Aug. 1778. The boat took two days to complete the journey. 
61. J. Priestley, op.cit., 13. 
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community. He erected additional warehouses at Leeds 
and Selby, he negotiated toll reductions for the Man-
chester merchants - trading with Europe via Hull - 
and the Fentons who extended their coal sales to the 
London market. There was close co-ordination of ideas 
and policy between Martin's and the Company's engin-
eer and surveyor, William Jessop and John Gott. 62 

In the late 1780's the Navigation, accepting that 
it was subject to many of the shortcomings of small 
rivers, was in fine shape. The Company was delighted 
with its improvements and the growth of traffic. But it 
was not complacent in its success. In February 1792 
the undertakers recorded, "the trade of the West Riding 
of the County of York having lately increased so much 
and is now so much increasing that it is advisable for 
the undertakers to use all possible means to improve 
this Navigation, so as to accommodate the Trade of the 
County in every degree possible. 1263 Two months earlier 
the Leeds Mercury had intimated to its readers that 
the Company proposed to spend £40,000 "by which 
foreign ships will be able to come up as far as Leeds. 1164 
Jessop was instructed to make an immediate and com-
plete survey of the rivers. Before plans were finalised, 
the Barnsley canal scheme caught the undertakers' 
fancy in the summer of 1792, at the height of the mas-
sive speculation that swept the country. Jessop surveyed 
the line of the canal and the undertakers promised to 
make the "utmost interest and exertion" in Parliament. 
Furthermore they themselves guaranteed to take at 
least 200 of the original 500 shares issued, and in fact 
almost all of them contributed £800 each to the £72,000 
subscribed. 65 The fifteen mile long canal ran into the 

62. This paragraph is based upon "Minute Books, No. 1, 1774-1787," and 
"Minute Book No. 2, 1787-1799." In 1794 Martin was paid a salary of 
£400 per annum, and his deputy, William Routh who succeeded him 
in 1796, £200. Jessop's salary in 1774 was £250 and John Gott's 
advanced from £100 to £260 in 1776. 

63. ACN "Minute Book, No. 2." 
64. Leeds Mercury, 13 Dec. 1791. 
6. Ibid., 20 Oct. 1792, reported that £60,000 was subscribed within a 

few hours. 
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Calder near Wakefield. It was constructed to provide 
an easier outlet for the coals of the Barnsley area. Like 
many of the later schemes, the Barnsley canal never 
paid spectacular dividends. Between 1809-1823 they 
varied from one-and-a-half to six per cent. 66 

The improvements contemplated in the early 1790's 
were never completed during the Napoleonic war 
period. The Company between 1795 and 1801 spent 
no more than £3,500 a year on works and repairs which 
given inflation was not appreciably higher than that 
Birt claimed to have spent in the 1760's.67 Complaints 
therefore about the inadequacies of the rivers were 
again becoming numerous after the turn of the century. 

The methods of raising the money for the large 
expenditure entailed in the later 1770's is interesting. 
Capital was supplied neither by the undertakers them-
selves nor the Company in spite of the excellent state 
of its finances. The very large profit was swallowed 
up in the ever-increasing dividends paid to the handful 
of proprietors. William Martin wrote to the Company's 
legal adviser when it was proposed to raise £10,000 in 
1797 "I cannot bear the thought of retaining part of the 
Dividends from the Proprietors at large, because I know 
it would make a great deal of murmuring and confusion 
amongst the small ones, and I think it would be very 
likely to cause more Money being called in. 116' The replies 
from these larger undertakers applied to for the loan— 
they included five M.P.'s - were very disappointing. 
The majority intimated that, either they could not 
afford to advance money or were not willing, and six 
of the ten thousand pounds had to be borrowed from 
Wilson's York bank. 69 

66. J. Priestley, op.cit., 56-9 and Barnsley canal papers (British Transport 
Commission Archives, York) B YC 1/3, 4/1. 

67. Bin's clerk maintained in 1774 that £13,442 15s. had been spent upon 
the rivers, mills, dams etc., between 1762 and 1773 and that the Navi-
gation was in much better condition in 1773 than in 1762 (Bacon 
Frank Mss.). 

68. ACN 4/116, 30 Jan. 1797, William Martin to John Hardy. 
69. ACM 4/116 same to same, 4 Apr. 1798. 
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Between 1775 and 1779 £60,000 was raised to build 
the Haddlesey canal. The accounts show that the major-
ity of the money was provided neither by the Company 
nor individual shareholders, but was borrowed at the 
current rate of interest from the trustees of merchants, 
their widows and daughters. 70 In 1775 £9,000 was due 
to the executors of Sir Henry Ibbetson, £5,000 to the 
five daughters of William Reed, a merchant who forty 
years earlier had been William Milner's clerk, £3,000 
to Miss Milner, Sir William's sister, and £4,000 each to 
Samuel Buck and Charles Barnard, or their clients, for 
both men were attornies.' Samples from other years 
reveal a similar picture. 

Lastly the dividend lists of the Company indicate 
the unrivalled position of the Navigation in the county. 
In 1775, the first year the Company managed its own 
affairs, a dividend of twenty-eight per cent was paid to 
the Leeds shareholders. By 1791 this had risen to 
100 per cent, and fifteen years later it had increased by 
half again. Profits showed no decline until 1827 when 
heavy interest charges for improvements and the even-
tual competition of the railways accounted for the long 
slow down turn (see Table 2). Since the 1750's the 
undertakers' profits had been viewed with alarm and 
envy. The Leeds newspapers reported in 1790 that "a 
baronet in this county now receives upwards of £5,000 
per annum for what originally cost their ancestors only 
£5,000. 72 In 1817 Sir William Milner, the baronet re-
ferred to, collected no less than £9,494, Richard Wilson 
£6,925 and Walter Spencer-Stanhope £4,550. By any 
standards these were princely incomes. The smaller 

70. The initial £60,000 raised between 1775 and 1779 was borrowed at 
four per cent, but the rate on these loans was advanced to five per cent 
in 1780. Two years later it was reduced to four-and-a-half per cent when 
money was more plentiful. In 1786 all the five per cent loans were 
ordered to be paid off, and in the following year when interest payments 
were lowered to four per cent all the lenders withdrew their money. 
By 1793 interest per cent on new loans had risen to four-and-a-half 
per cent, and in 1796 to five per cent. 

71. ACN/2. 
72. Leeds Intelligencer, 20 Jan. 1790. 
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undertakers also did well. Miss Kirshaw, the Vicar of 
Leeds' daughter, earned £900 that year on her £600 
worth of stock; three descendants of James Armitage 
were paid £3,749 between them. By 1826 total divi-
dends paid by the Navigation since its inception had 
exceeded £2,250,000, and in 1824-6, the high point of 
the Navigation's remarkable prosperity, seventy under-
takers shared £70,000 yearly. Of these, thirteen received 
dividends of over :61,000.73 

As early as 1780 hardly a merchant was named 
amongst the list of undertakers. Behind the titles and 
fine addresses, and the fact that some of the undertakers 
were now M.P.'s and all designated 'Esquire', hid the 
truth that the majority of the Leeds undertakers at least 
were direct descendants of those merchants who had 
founded the Company in 1699. Unusually high profits 
had speeded up the regular process whereby the mer-
chant was transformed into the country gentleman. 

Recent economic history with its emphasis on 
growth and preoccupation with figures has attempted to 
measure the various paces of change in Britain's eco-
nomic development since 1700. Although the Industrial 
Revolution has tended to become steamrollered into 
line in this long view, it is still by common consent 
recognized that our economic growth began to acceler-
ate again after about 1740. The West Riding stands 
out as a major area of change, and was an account of 
the Aire and Calder Navigation, the main artery of its 
transport system, confined to an interpretation of its 
statistics - its toll receipts and dividend lists - we 
should take away the impression that the speed of 
change was rapid and that the Navigation served the 
Yorkshire textile area exceptionally well. A brief perusal 
of Priestley would confirm that improvements on the 
rivers were large-scale and frequent. Yet as we have 
seen the picture was somewhat different. The original 
scheme of 1699 was a brave conception fought in the 

73. E. Parsons, The Tourist's Companion, 30-31. 
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teeth of York's opposition. After 1770, however, as the 
county's trading interests pointed out, it would have 
been more satisfactory and probably cheaper to con-
stuct a new canal system based upon the Leeds-Selby 
axis. Instead the Aire and Calder was improved at con-
siderable cost only when held at pistol point by its 
opponents. Dues on the Navigation throughout the 
period were undoubtedly very high - after 1800 they 
were still maintained to be twice the level per ton mile 
levied on the average canal, 74 and this together with the 
insufficiencies of the rivers themselves was long a prin-
cipal and justifiable cause of complaint by the West 
Riding merchants. Yet the Navigation flourished be-
cause it maintained a monopoly of the heavy goods 
traffic in the clothing areas. 

It is also informative to view the evolution of the 
Navigation against the traditional contrast made be-
tween the West Riding and West Country clothing areas 
in terms of the enterprise of the former and the back-
wardness of the latter. At times the management of the 
Company provided a spectacle that was entirely at 
variance with this interpretation. In the 1770's it was 
not unusual for the attendance at executive committee 
meetings of the proprietors of this great waterway to 
consist solely of three fashionable parsons, Sir William 
Lowther, Henry Zouch and Samuel Kirshaw. Surviving 
bills of their fare, and that of their small army of ser-
vants, show that the satisfaction of bodily needs came 
high on their list of business priorities. But more im-
portant than the bizarre elements of its management 
was the unrelieved conservatism of the Company after 
1740. It successfully impeded every attempt to provide 
any alternative viable transport system. This record is 
suggested by the local tag by which the Company was 
known, "the Fourth Estate in the Realm.' 75 Its manage-
ment after 1775 was efficient, but its policies were 

74. See Leeds Mercury, 15 Jan. 1820. 
75. H. Clarkson, Memories of Merry Wakefield (1889), 108. 
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entirely tailored to the cloth of the undertakers' divi-
dends. The pattern of the county's trade was often 
ignored. The Company triumphed because it could 
command a superior network of interest in Parliament 
and because it appeared a dangerous precedent to 
demolish its established right. The landowners on 
occasion held the ring between the factions but when 
in 1770-3 they themselves became involved in the fight 
they proved no match for the Company. By these 
periodic contests of strength between the county's 
economic interest, the transport system of the West 
Riding developed. 
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TABLE II 
AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION ACCOUNTS: 1775-1816 

LOCK DUES PAID ON 
TOTAL ANNUAL STONE MISC. 

YEAR RECEIPTS DIVIDEND RESERVES COAL & LIME CORN DUES' 

1775 40232 1725 
1776 43368 9071 
1777 52241 11250 18123 7894 2098 3777 8883 
1778 41667 12000 9165 7527 1999 4579 8960 
1779 40058 12000 8446 7391 2127 4339 8717 
1780 41432 12000 8992 7815 1393 4168 9376 
1781 40453 14250 6944 7777 1520 4362 9061 
1782 40033 15000 8188 5963 1261 4046 9087 
1783 45508 15000 8326 8228 1817 4985 10592 
1784 45072 16000 6578 7913 1789 4006 11490 
1785 53673 17000 12577 10483 2430 4546 12909 
1786 52819 18000 10989 9668 2813 4596 13771 
1787 57528 20000 12831 10445 3615 6283 14572 
1788 55714 24000 8676 10310 4186 5819 14560 
1789 59329 27000 8624 11712 4146 5718 15987 
1790 64915 27000 11707 11429 4536 7038 18090 
1791 67923 32000 8393 11040 4470 7857 19977 
1792 69632 32000 9342 10030 4608 8075 22088 
1793 64788 32000 5241 11156 5495 6533 18799 
1794 68903 32000 7416 10989 6093 6196 19922 
1795 69642 32000 7916 11830 4422 5560 21109 
1796 75308 34000 10015 11888 5399 8078 21818 
1797 91756 34000 473 14299 4125 8837 22069 
1798 89062 34000 6655 14402 4773 8006 20941 
1799 91124 34000 13929 14858 4184 6171 22300 
1800 126292 34000 28386 18001 5663 10055 25744 
1801 142638 38000 25810 17587 7569 12347 23312 
1802 150268 42000 34698 19172 8346 9165 29841 
1803 150325 42000 37989 19633 8103 8551 24698 
1804 152090 42000 34232 21939 9116 9391 27206 
1805 147135 46000 29875 19332 9785 8717 29276 
1806 140766 48000 26826 20009 10268 9669 27538 
1807 129666 48000 19321 20436 9645 8339 24849 
1808 116773 48000 12493 21718 10059 7216 21622 
1809 125993 48000 12862 21693 9812 9010 25941 
1810 129758 48000 13616 21537 10693 9915 25769 

• 1811 125716 48000 12944 22829 11939 9997 24582 
1812 129173 48000 17087 22000 12346 7354 24256 
1813 136161 432002 21298 22745 11911 8926 27163 
1814 141729 43200 31162 23012 10187 12579 28642 
1815 150747 43200 35923 23201 10811 12971 29648 
1816 152572 48000 41020 22526 9829 12696 29493 
1. The category 'miscellaneous dues' consisted largely of tolls 

paid with transport of wool, cloth, dyestuffs and foodstuffs. 
2. A ten per cent property tax was deducted at source on the 

dividends from 1813-1815. 



THE LISTERS OF FRIZINGHALL 

BY H. A. N. HALLAM, M.A. 

THE family of Lister, about which this article is 
concerned, held land in Frizinghall from about 
1650 until their extinction in the male line in 1811, 

but some land still remained in the possession of their 
female descendants, the Marriners of Keighley, until 
the first decade of this century. These Listers were not 
demonstrably of the same stock as the Listers of nearby 
Manrnngham, with whom they have long been confused. 

There is no place-name of Lister, so the most likely 
origin being that it was a trade-name commonly used 
in those parts at that time. Its prevalence in the parish 
registers of Bradford, Calverley and Bingley suggests 
that it is derived from OE litster, meaning a dyer, an 
important trade in the cloth industry. The name Frizing-
hail is also derived from the cloth industry, as frize or 
frieze is the name given to a rough cloth. 

No attempt has been made to trace the genealogies of 
all Listers in local parish registers, and the task daunted 
even Sir Henry Lyster Denny, Bart., whose admirable 
family history, Memorials of an Ancient House (Edin-
burgh 1913), chronicles in detail all the armigerous 
branches of the Listers and traces their common descent 
from Christopher Lister of Midhope who was living in 
1500. 

The present study is based on family deeds, corres-
pondence and accounts, and as there is virtually no 
family correspondence available before 1770, we are 
dependent solely on the deeds to gain a picture of how 
the estate was acquired. The earliest of these is dated 
20th June, 1613, and the first few concern mainly the 
families of Ramsden, Exley and Pollard. The first deed 
to mention the name of Lister is an indenture dated 
12th July, 1648 between Richard Pollard of Wakefield, 
carrier, and James Lister of Bolton, in Bradford-dale, 
son of William Lister, yeoman, for the sum of £255, of 
which £100 had already been paid, for messuages in 
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Frizinghall and Heaton in the occupation of Joseph 
Rawson. 

The period of the Civil War and the Common-
wealth was one of rapid social movement and much 
property changed hands at this time. One deed illus-
trates how property was acquired from old Royalist 
families who had been impoverished during the Civil 
War. On 23rd February, 1668-9, Henry Savile, late of 
Bowling but then of Parsons Green, Middlesex, together 
with Charles Ubaldino, Marquis of Montefeltre and 
Elizabeth (Savile) his wife, sold to James Lister of 
Frizinghall, Respitt Holme, Spring Wood and Goose 
Holme in Heaton, for £11 13s. 4d. 

There are no less than sixty deeds for the period 
1648 to 1680, mainly concerned with the acquisition of 
property. From 1680 to 1700 there is a gap in the 
records, and after 1700 these assume a more miscel-
laneous character. There is an apprenticeship bond 
binding James Lister to John Boiling of Chellow, 
tanner, dated 1st June, 1701. There is an inventory of 
the goods of William Lister dated 12th December, 
1707 and valued at £97 lOs. There is a set of accounts 
for the Bradford to Shipley turnpike for the year 1730. 
Another James Lister was apprenticed for seven years 
on 29th October, 1728 to William Hustler of Bolton to 
learn the trade of woolcomber and shalloon weaver. 

The large number of James Listers at this period 
is apt to cause confusion. Wills of "James Lister the 
elder, of Frizinghall" were proved at York in 1711, 
1719 and in 1742. As the eldest of these can hardly be 
the James Lister who was buying property in 1648, 
there are, with Captain James Lister (of whom 
presently), at least five generations of James Listers. 
The James Lister who made a will on 13th December, 
1708, proved 17th March, 1711-12, must have been a 
very old man, for he outlived his sons Joshua and 
William. He mentions grandsons James and William 
and a son James. This James, who made his will on 
4th June, 1719, was apparently childless, as he left his 
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property "to my great nephew Thomas, one of the sons 
of my nephew William Lister of Gildingwells in Laugh-
ton, and if Thomas die, to James, another son of 
William". Thomas did die in 132, aged 23, leaving his 
property, contrary to James Lister's will, to his father 
William. 

Cudworth in his Manning ham, Heaton and A her-
ion, suggests that there are two Williams. It is tempting 
to suppose that the second James made an error in his 
will and wrote "nephew William" when he meant 
nephew James. The James Lister-who made a will 10th 
March, 1?41-2, was certainly living at Frizinghall in 
1727 as his initials and those of his wife, Deborah, are 
on a stone plaque over the door dated 1727. (See illus-
tration: Entrance Front). He also had sons James and 
Thomas, as well as a son William. This James could 
not be a son of William of Gildingwells, as his son 
Captain James Lister was a widower with three children 
in 1749. But there was another Thomas, who was a 
quarter-master in the Army in 1756, and a lease of 
mineral rights survives signed by two James Listers, 
one of Frizinghall and one of Gildingwells, dated 19th 
;january, 1765. It would appear probable that there 
were two brothers named James and William, who both 
had sons named Thomas and William, living at Frizing-
hall in the 1720's and 1730's. 

In William Lister. Marriner's subscription copy of 
Cudworth's work on Manningham (now in the posses-
sion of the present writer, his great-grandson) there is 
a letter from Mr Cudworth, requesting Mr Marriner 
for further information, but it was apparently not forth-
coming. The documents which would have resolved the 
problem are missing, but it seems likely that the James 
Listers must have bought out the William Listers about 
the year 1740. 

The next generation of Listers went out into the 
world, all three sons joining the Army. William was 
appointed a second-lieutenant in the Marine Regiment . 

of Foot, commanded by Major Anthony Lowther. 
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William was a lieutenant of Marines attached to His 
Majesty's ship Despatch, when he made his will on 2nd 
September, 1746. It must be presumed that he died on 
active service, for the will was proved only a few years 
later, on 27th April, 1751. In it he left all his salary and 
bounty, as well as his land in Frizinghall, to his brother 
James, who also bought all the land in Frizinghall be-
longing to his brother Thomas, for the sum of £950 in 
1751. This brother Thomas was a quarter-master in 
General Bland's Regiment of Dragoon Guards in 1756. 

The regiment in which James Lister served has not 
been traced, but he probably saw active service in the 
Jacobite rebellion of 1745. However, he must have 
been moving in Edinburgh society before that date, for 
he met and married Sydney, daughter of Sir John Dal-
rymple, Baronet, of Cousland. In 1749 she died, leaving 
him three daughters. Sir John had agreed to settle 
60,000 marks on a male heir of this marriage, but 
unfortunately there was none, and James Lister had to 
be content with 6,000 marks for his daughters' educa-
tion which was paid by Captain Hugh Dalrymple, 
brother of Sir John, in 1753. There survives a letter, 
full of military gossip, from Sydney Lister's sister, Kath 
Moody, dated 24th February, 1749-50. Her husband; 
a fellow officer of James Lister, was stationed with the 
garrison in Inverness. In the letter, she thanks him for 
sending hams from Yorkshire, stating that "Hogs here 
are of such a thin kind that they are not fit for hams". 

We hear no more of James Lister's military career, 
and after his second marriage he retired to Frizinghall. 
His second wife was Rebecca Fox, who brought with 
her claims to lands in Lincolnshire, mostly lost in law 
suits, and a tradition faithfully kept through ten gener-
ations, that the eldest daughter should always be 
christened Rebecca. Her father was for fifty years, 
Rector, and also patron of Fleet in the Lincolnshire 
fens, though in later years he retired to Stamford and 
let his son-in-law, James Ashley, perform his duties. 
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James Lister and Rebecca had three children, a 
daughter, Rebecca, who died unmarried in 1811, 
another daughter, Clarissa, who married David Spencer, 
a wool merchant of Keighley, and Richard Fox Lister, 
the last of the Listers of Frizinghall, who never married. 

With three daughters of his first marriage, and two 
of his second, Captain James Lister was faced with the 
prospect of providing for five daughters and this he 
did by mortgaging his land. He does not appear to 
have been very businesslike and he died intestate in 
1782. His son, Richard Fox Lister, drew up a rough 
balance sheet as follows: 

Rental in 1782 at the 
decease of my father 

£ On Frizinghall 500 
66 On Hill End 1,800 
30 On Hepstonstal 1,000 
105 On bond to my 
52 half-sisters 1,500 

Let at Frizinghall 
My house & 9 acres 
Let Hill End 
do Hepstonstal 

Incumbrances 
£ 

£253 £4,800 

After disposing of Hill End for £2,800 and Hep-
stonstal for £1,000 the encumbrances were reduced to 
£1,000 but the income was reduced to £96. After fifteen 
years of Richard Fox Lister's stewardship the situation 
had not improved very much, for in 1797 it was as 
thus: 

£ £ 
Let at Frizinghall 122 On Frizinghall   1,400 
My farm 30 On Barmby's farm .... 300 

On Redshaw's farm .... 190 
On Swile Hill farm .... 140 

£152 £2,030 

Richard Fox Lister is a rather nebulous character 
and little is left to show what kind of man he really was. 
Possibly he was overshadowed by his mother and his 
unmarried sister Rebecca who lived with him. The 
present writer owns a copy of Le Clerc's Principles of 
Design which belonged to him, but little is known of 
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his interests, or indeed, of his private life. His aunt 
Lettice Ashley wanted him to enter the Church and 
succeed her husband in the family living at Fleet, but 
she finally turned this idea down because she considered 
that his education had been too neglected. Had it been 
neglected or was he not the scholarly type? She sold 
the advowson in 1806 although it was technically her 
nephew's property, as it was left to him by his mother in 
her will. Richard was constantly receiving advice and 
admonition from his uncle, the Reverend John Myers, 
a worldly clergyman who was always travelling around 
his many livings on business - doubtless, the collection 
of tithes. On one occasion, he put off a visit to his 
relatives in order to bury the Duke of Ancaster's sister 
at Edenham. This energetic cleric appears to have 
married no less than four times, and he was responsible 
for the payment of his sister-in-law's (Rebecca Lister) 
quarterly income. His hectoring tone towards his 
nephew is shown in a letter from Whitehaven on 10th 
November, 1797: 

"With regard to money matters I am sorry to say that at 
this time it is not in my power to assist you. I have a payment to 
make your mother at Lady-Day next which I hope to fulfil and 
I apprehend she will have it in her power to accommodate you. 
I really do not understand what you mean when you say 'that I 
did not desire to have any of your aunt's property'. I may have 
signified to you and to others that I never desired your aunt to 
give me her estates, but all her estates were settled on me for 
my life previous to our marriage, and I hope and trust that 
I have a right, and an undoubted one, to enjoy them peaceably 
during that period. How they will be disposed of after that 
period will depend much upon circumstances and in what 
manner my dear friend's relatives behave to me." 

John Myers ended his days at Shipley House 
having married as his last wife, the widow of Anthony 
Wrightson. He had a reputation for severity on the 
Bench and was known locally as Justice Myers. 

But during his life as Rector of Edenham, the 
Reverend John Myers was able to introduce his nephew 
and nieces to the social life of Lincolnshire. This oppor-
tunity was eagerly grasped by Clarissa, the youngest 
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of the family and certainly the most lively. A large 
number of gossipy letters from and to her have sur-
vived. Through these, we define an infectious gaiety 
which even touched her forbidding uncle John Myers. 
But fortunately for her, she resisted the charms of the 
Lincolnshire curates with their poor stipends, and mar-
ried David Spencer, a wool merchant of Keighley. On 
the death of her brother, Richard Fox Lister, intestate, 
in December 1811, only three weeks after that of her 
sister, Rebecca, Clarissa inherited all the property at 
Frizinghall, she being the only surviving sister of the 
whole blood, to the exclusion of her half-sisters Mrs 
Clayton, Mrs Barmby and Mrs Dixon. Clarissa's son, 
Lister, died tragically at the age of three and there is 
a pathetic memento of him in a lock of plaited hair. 
Her daughter, Rebecca Mary Ann Lister Spencer, 
married another Keighley wool-spinner named Benja-
min Flesher Marriner. The son of that union, named 
William Lister Marriner was always known as Lister to 
the family. He sold some of the land to the Midland 
Railway Company when the Bradford-Leeds line was 
constructed in 1873. 

The remains of the Frizinghall estate were sold 
after his death in 1908. The house had been let to a 
Benjamin Wood for many years. It is now two dwell-
ings, somewhat confusingly known as Frizley Old Hall 
and Frizingley Hall. 

The author is grateful to his uncle, the late R. V. 
Marriner, and to his cousin, J. R. L. Marriner, of Keigh-
ley, for the loan of family papers and for permission 
to reproduce the portrait of Captain James Lister and 
his daughter Clarissa. These papers are being deposited 
with others relating to the worsted spinning firm of 
R. V. Marriner Ltd., at the Brotherton Library in Leeds. 
He also acknowledges the help given by his uncle Dr 
K. D:. Marriner of West Runton, Norfolk, who did the 
pioneer work on these papers sixty years ago; and 
Mrs Harold Blackburn who lent him the notes made by 
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her mother, Mrs Mabel Blundell Heynemann, and who 
showed him round her portion of Frizinghall. Thanks 
are also due to Miss K. M. Barmby of Oxford who lent 
a manuscript family history compiled by her grand-
father, the Reverend James Barmby. 
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CAMEOS OF LOCAL HISTORY 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

HOUSEHOLD accounts of the eighteenth century 
are of more than ordinary interest when the prices 
of commodities and household necessities are of 

much concern to most people. They play a part in cal-
culations relative to the cost of living at the present 
time, for such calculations are not built merely upon 
statistics of today and yesterday; indeed, the squire 
when keeping his household book in Georgian times 
probably never dreamed of the purposes which his 
record would serve in future years. Nor did he realise 
how valuable these faded family documents, laid aside 
for generations, would become to economic and social 
historians. 

A YORKSHIREWOMAN IN LONDON 

In the reign of George the Second a Yorkshire 
woman went up to London town. What her purpose 
was we do not know: it may have been just a visit 
for the season, or, maybe, a shopping expedition to 
replenish her wardrobe. She would not be in the height 
of fashion if she remained at her home, the late Eliza-
bethan or very early Jacobean Hawksworth Hall, near 
Bradford, all the year round. Even if the Ladies' Pocket 
Memorandum Book, an annual publication whose 
frontispiece was an engraved fashion plate of the pre-
vious year's vogue, was sent by her husband's stationer, 
W.Boulton, at Ferrybridge Post Office, who supplied 
the St James's Chronicle and Lloyds' Newspaper, 
both of which appeared weekly at one shilling each, 
she would still be behind the times in the matter of dress. 

From the Hawksworth family muniments, which 
were at Farnley Hall, Otley when I examined them 
in the nineteen-thirties, we learn that in 1755 Mrs 
Hawksworth journeyed to London. There she bought 
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various trinkets and items of household equipment. 
These were delivered to her house in Gerrard Street, 
Soho, for there are items such as 4d. for the porter, 
or messenger, who delivered the goods. 

Her husband, Walter Ramsden Hawksworth, was 
with her for he decided to purchase two new silver 
"waiters." This he did at the shop of Thomas Chesson, 
jeweller, situated "at the Golden Salmon and Pearl on 
Ludgate Hill." Chesson, whose trade announcement 
was emblazoned within a cartouche, like other jewellers 
of his time made it his business to deal in second-hand 
plate. Thus the Yorkshire squire offered two old silver 
salvers in part exchange. The price quoted for the two 
new salvers was 7s. an ounce, and the weight being 
l8oz. lOdwts., or 18ozs., the bill totalled £6 9s. 6d. 
To this Chesson added 8s. for engraving two "coates of 
armes." But the old waiters were valued at only is. an 
ounce less; moreover, they weighed 3ozs. more than 
the new ones. So, Hawksworth got two new silver 
salvers for only 7s., including the cost of engraving. 

It would seem that household equipment was being 
renewed as Mrs Hawksworth called upon Ashburner 
and Todd, dealers in commodities and utensils ranging 
from tea and fans to cut glass and Dutch tiles. Tea, for 
example, was a luxury in mid-Georgian days. At 8s. 
per lb. the price of Bohea, a China tea, had been re-
duced considerably during the preceding fifty years. 
Souchong, another red-leaf China tea, cost lOs. a lb. 
Together with Hyson, a green tea, and Congo, a red-
leaf tea, all were China teas; in 1755 Indian and Ceylon 
teas were unknown in England. 

In the eighteenth century it was no uncommon 
thing for a shop-keeper to engage in two or more quite 
dissimilar trades. In Bradford in 1792, for instance, 
Elizabeth Wells carried on business as a linen-draper 
and dealer in spirits; Samuel Crossley was a brandy 
merchant and currier; and Abraham Brumfitt was des-
cribed as a stay-maker and old clothes-man. The 
premises of Ashburner and Todd were "at the Rose, ye 
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Corner of Fleet Bridge," and here 14s. bought one 
dozen blue and white "Dragon" coffee cups and saucers, 
and 8s. Gd. procured three "Dragon Basons"— quart, 
pint and half-pint. These "dragon" pieces would prob-
ably be of fine quality porcelain decorated in the 
Chinese style. 

A sidelight on the style of women's dress of the 
period is obtained from the account of Joanna Perkins, 
who announced that she had taken over a hoop petti-
coat making business at "ye Blue Spire and Golden Ball 
in Pickadilly" and had transferred it to "ye Seven Stars 
in Pall-mall near St James's Street." Joanna Perkins 
likewise made all kinds of quilted petticoats. To our 
Yorkshirewoman she supplied a new cane hoop and 
mended a canvas French hoop, her charge being 35s.; 
and for 4s. she made two new cane elbows and a short 
hoop of three rows. 

Next, followed a visit to Thomas Grunstead who, 
in addition to trading as a goldsmith, described himself 
on his elaborately ornamented business heading as a 
"Toyman." His place was the "Great Shop, at the corner 
of St Paul's Church-Yard." Thither Mrs Hawksworth 
went to buy a pair of ear-rings. Then to Mrs Hay, a 
milliner, where £2 5s. changed hands for hats and hat 
trimmings. These included a black satin hat, 4s. Gd., 
a child's satin cap, with trimmings, Gs., an "aigret," 
is., and a ruff, 3s. Gd. A nosegay, probably a hat or 
dress decoration, was also purchased. An interesting 
item in this old account is is. Gd. for a "Pearson" hat. 
Apparently preference for branded goods and merchan-
dise is not new. 

The habit-maker to the Princess of Wales received 
a call. She was Hannah Glasse, of Tavistock Street, 
Covent Garden, whose trade notice announced all 
manner of wearing apparel and textile stuffs, from 
masquerade dresses and widows' weeds to callimancoes 
and worsted damask. Here was bought a "taffity car-
dinal," which cost 16s. A cardinal was a short cape 
or cloak with a hood, the colour originally being scarlet. 
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As one authority states that the cardinal was intro-
duced about the year 1760 we have here an early record 
of this garment. A few days before Mrs Hawksworth 
had been at the shop of John Jones, a stay-maker, who 
supplied a pair of "tabby" stays for £2 5s. Tabby was 
silk taffeta, originally striped, but afterwards of a uni-
form colour, waved or watered. 

Perhaps a dinner party was contemplated for there 
is a bill for quantities of comestibles, condiments and 
table delicacies, including anchovies, capers, mangoes, 
walnuts, red pepper "podds" and olives. For this party 
Frances Hawksworth must have another pair of ear-
rings, superior to those she had lately bought. These 
came from Peter Russel, "at Chenevix's Toy Shop, 
facing Suffolk Street, Charing Cross." Certain culinary 
utensils were also needed and so a tart tin, lOs., a 
"mold" for "Blomang" (blanc-mange), lOs. Gd., a pair 
of cake pans, is., and other vessels were bought. These 
were got from Widow Walker, tin-plate worker, at the 
"Lamp and Crown, the corner of Great Windmill Street, 
facing St James's, Hay-Market." She also made funnels 
to cure "smoaky chimnies ;" and undertook weekly or 
quarterly contracts for the lighting of her clients' lamps. 

Other miscellaneous purchases on this visit to 
London are of interest as revealing the prices of every-
day household articles in the mid-eighteenth century. 
For example, egg cups at is. each, a baking-dish, 3s. Gd., 
and a small sauce boat, 2s. 

We are not told the expenses of the journey to 
town, nor how long it took Walter Hawksworth and his 
wife to reach London. They would travel in the family 
coach, or post-chaise, which was of French origin and 
only newly introduced into England. Post-horses were 
used to draw their coach from town to town. This prac-
tice was the favourite one with the gentry of the shires, 
who thus achieved the effect of travelling in private 
state without the trouble of providing their own horses 
for a long journey, such as the one from the West 
Riding to London. Posting-houses, or inns, where horses 

I 
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were hired at an average charge of 9d. per pair per mile, 
were at Doncaster, Newark, Grantham, Witham Com-
mon, Wansford, Alconbury Hill, Eaton Socon, Baldock, 
Stevenage, Hatfield and Barnet. 

It only remains for me to say something about the 
lady and gentleman who made this journey to London. 
She was Frances Elizabeth Hall, daughter of Joseph 
Hall, of Skelton Castle in the North Riding of York-
shire, and was born probably in 1728. Her brother was 
John Hall, afterwards Stevenson, born in 1718. He 
assumed his wife's name, inherited Skelton Castle from 
a maternal aunt and wrote and published various books, 
the best known being Crazy Tales, issued in 1762. 
This eighteenth century litterateur formed a "club of 
demoniacks" and entertained Laurence Sterne, whom 
he had met while at Jesus College, Cambridge, the 
latter making his host 'Eugenius' of Tristram Shandy. 
It is said that Skelton Castle, nicknamed "Crazy 
Castle," had a library richly stored in old folio learning 
and in the amatory literature of other days. 

Frances Hall married Walter Ramsden Hawks-
worth about the year 1745. Born Walter Ramsden, son 
of Thomas Ramsden of Crawstone in the parish of 
Halifax, and Frances, elder daughter of Sir Walter 
Hawksworth, Baronet, of Hawksworth, he assumed the 
surname and arms of Hawksworth in accordance with 
the will of his maternal grandfather, Sir Walter, the 
last baronet of this line, who died in 1735. They had a 
son, Walter Ramsden Beaumont Hawksworth, born 
August 11, 1746 at Hawksworth Hall, and he, in turn, 
assumed the surname and arms of Fawkes, pursuant to 
the will of his relative Francis Fawkes of Farnley Hall, 
Otley, who died in 1786 leaving him the bulk of his pro-
perty. He served as High Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1789 
and three years later died at Farnley Hall. Hawksworth's 
eldest son was Walter Ramsden Fawkes, Member of 
Parliament for the county of York in 1806 and friend 
and patron of the distinguished impressionist painter 
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J. M. W. Turner, many of whose drawings and paint-
ings have added fame to Farnley Hall. Fawkes, who 
was born on March 2, 1769, died in 1825. 

Back at her home, Hawksworth Hall, with its 
antique gables and internal decorative features, particu-
larly the room on the upper floor which contains a seg-
mental ceiling, much enriched, and the royal arms 
dated 1611, Mrs Hawksworth would probably gossip 
about her visit to town and the people she had met and 
entertained there. But she would not again see London, 
for on November 25 of the same year, 1755, she died in 
childbirth at the age of twenty-seven and was buried 
at Guiseley Church. Her husband followed her five 
years later, he, too, being buried at Guiseley. He died 
at Burton-on-Trent in October, 1760. 

CULTURE AND THE SQUIRE 

We now turn to the arts to see what the eighteenth 
century squire bought in the way of books and pictures, 
for old household accounts reflect the taste of their 
period. Hawksworth family accounts inform us that in 
1766 a picture dealer of Oxford named A. Campione, 
probably an Italian, sold to Walter Ramsden Beaumont 
Hawksworth two "lansdkipes," perhaps a couple of 
watercolour drawings of landscape scenes since they 
were only five shillings each. The artist's name is not 
mentioned. In the spelling we notice an error in that 
the 's' is placed before the 'd'; but if these letters are 
transposed we obtain a rendering of the word common 
at that time. Thomas Gainsborough used the descrip-
tion "landskips" in his account against the third Duke 
of Dorset, who bought six of the artist's paintings. 

Having selected his two pictures Hawksworth 
made other purchases, one being a print entitled "Nut 
Brown Maid," which cost him 5s. Gd. Then came 
eighteen "original etchins"; unfortunately the titles are 
not given but the price was modest, £2 6s. Gd. The 
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artists' names, however, are mentioned - Della Bella 
and Salvator "Rossa" (Rosa). The former, Stefano 
Della Bella, was a seventeenth-century Italian artist, 
the son of a goldsmith of Florence. It is possible that 
Hawksworth, though only twenty years of age at the 
time, had made the 'Grand Tour,' so popular with 
young gentlemen of means in Georgian days, and that 
when in Italy he saw some of the subjects of Della 
Bella's engravings - archaeological and architectural 
antiquities. Perhaps Walter Hawksworth fancied the 
idea of possessing some sort of a pictorial record of that 
artistically rich country. 

It may be that the etchings were wanted to adorn 
the walls of an undergraduate's rooms in one of the 
Oxford colleges. A University College, Oxford bill of 
1764 records the various disbursements on behalf of a 
student; obviously the fitting-out account of a fresh-
man who, though no name is mentioned, could have 
been Walter Hawksworth.' On the other hand, the prints 
may have been acquired for the collection at Hawks-
worth Hall as 3s. was paid for a "porto follio," which 
would probably be intended to hold the engravings. 

As for literature, Hawksworth was buying books 
for his library. He was a subscriber to Jeffery's map of 
Yorkshire, "now surveying," in 1766; a guinea and a 
half represented the moiety of his subscription to the 
work. The bookseller's name was Christopher Ether-
ington, but his place of business is not stated. From him 
were bought Rousseau's Miscellanies in five volumes 
(price 17s. Gd.), Marmontel's Tales, three volumes 
(lOs. Gd.), Ernilius, four volumes (14s.), Eloisa, four 
volumes (14s.), Makaron'q Fables (2s. Gd.) and Crazy 
Tales (3s.) which, as we have just seen, was written 
by Hawksworth's maternal uncle. 

If we do not know where Etherington had his shop 
we know where Hawksworth bought his music, musical 

i. Since writing this I have found that Walter Ramsden Beaumont Hawks-
worth was at University College, Oxford where he matriculated on 
November 24, 1764 being then aged eighteen. His father, also, was at 
University College. 
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instruments and accessories. In Blake Street, York was 
the shop of Thomas Haxby, who proclaimed his 
vocation on his account form by the sign of a two-
manual organ, ornamented by cherubs singing and 
playing a wind instrument and flanking a bishop's mitre. 
From Haxby were bought parts for a violin and a copy 
of "Jackson's Song." The song album cost lOs. Gd. 
Thomas Haxby would doubtless do a good trade in the 
county town in Georgian times, when concerts were 
given in the famous Assembly Rooms in Blake Street, 
then only some thirty years old. There the 'light and 
leading' of the county gathered to hear the oratorios 
of the day. 

Art, literature, music - all were patronised during 
the eighteenth century; private patronage of the arts 
by the aristocracy and the gentry was a feature in the 
cultural life of Georgian England. And it is household 
accounts such as these that tell us something about the 
arts that found favour with the educated class of those 
days. 

ST PHILIP'S MISSION SCHOOL 

BROWNROYD 

Perhaps the earliest mention of Brownroyd is that 
which appears on the plan of the township of Manning-
ham made by Robert Saxton in 1613 and reproduced in 
this journal in 1935. This shows the situation of Cressi 
Tong's "howse and browne roide", the latter being an 
area of land some 440 yards in length and approxi-
mately parallel with the Bradford Beck. At its widest 
part, where it bordered "Breck layne", now Thornton 
Road, on the north it measured about 220 yards. From 
this evidence it will be realised that Brownroyd is not 
just a modern name applied to the region on the south 
side of Thornton Road consisting of domestic, commer-
cial and industrial buildings. 
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Factories erected in the immediate vicinity of 
Thornton Road and Brownroyd in the early Victorian 
period caused an increase in the population and, con-
sequently, a demand for educational facilities. When St 
Philip's Church in Girlington was consecrated, in 
February 1860, Brownroyd was included in the newly-
created parish. The mission church established there in 
1871 was, therefore, attached to the parent church and 
was made possible by the renting of a barn which 
formed part of a farmstead. This farm, which was 
standing in the middle of Brownroyd early this century, 
belonged to Isaac White, who stipulated that sufficient 
space be left at one end of the barn to accommodate 
two cows. 

Credit for the founding of the mission must be 
given to the first Vicar of St Philip's Church (the Rev. 
T. K. Allen), who also introduced both day and Sunday 
school work there. Elementary education then was only 
on the threshold of W. E. Forster's great scheme and as 
there was every desire to engage in educational effort, 
carried on under Government supervision, the old barn 
became the first Anglican Church school at Brownroyd. 

For this historical sketch, which begins on July 14, 
1873, when elementary school work began at the mis-
sion, an essential source has been the school's log-book 
covering the period 1873 to 1905. From it we learn 
that "Brown Royd Infant School" consisted of one room 
only and was opened on the date mentioned with sixty-
four pupils under the charge of Sarah Exon. She was 
the wife of Henry Exon, Headmaster of St Philip's 
Church School. In the November following it was 
placed under inspection by the Government's Educa-
tion Department, and when Mrs Exon left the next 
month there were more than 120 names on the register. 

On January 12, 1874 Mrs Emma Fitton became the 
Headmistress but she remained only eight months 
during which time the near-by Whetley Lane Board 
School was opened. This event caused many children to 
leave Brownroyd School, where the tuition fees, or 
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'school pence' as they were called, were fourpence and 
threepence weekly. However, a reduction to twopence 
for infants under seven years of age was made in July. 
A further change occurred fifteen months later when 
parents who sent three or four children to the school 
were to pay one penny for each third and fourth child 
instead of twopence. 

After nine months absences through epidemics 
began to occur. In April, 1874 there were several absen-
tees on account of vaccination, but the reason for this 
precaution is not stated. Later, many pupils stayed at 
home suffering from whooping cough, while others were 
"in the measles". A few years later a holiday was 
granted owing to an outbreak of "English cholera"; 
and in 1892 fever was prevalent in Brownroyd. But in 
the summer of 1899 the school was closed for six weeks, 
this being due to an infectious disease epidemic, appar-
ently the most serious outbreak of all. 

On July 31, 1874 the school was closed for a week 
during which Manningham Tide was held. This is the 
first reference of the kind, but in subsequent years there 
were complaints about poor attendances when local 
'tides' were held. On a Monday afternoon in October, 
1885 a holiday was granted for Brownroyd Tide because 
in the comparable week of the previous year the "school 
was thin" on this account. Outside events interfered 
greatly with the attendance of pupils, who could not 
resist the temptation of attractions, such as a "show" 
held in a field close by the school in June, 1894 when 
the average attendance for that particular week was 
completely spoiled. A couple of years later there was 
an extremely small number of scholars one day in 
April, the reason being that a circus had pitched its 
tents on "the spare ground in the neighbourhood." On 
another occasion when a fair was held on this ground 
children had to be fetched to school. 

The barn soon proved to be inadequate as a mis-
sion church and school and on October 28, 1874 the 
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foundation stone of a new building was laid by Sir 
Francis Sharp Powell, Bart. On February 19 following 
the combined mission and school was opened by Dr 
Hugh McNeile, Dean of Ripon, the cost of the work, 
exclusive of the site, being £1,120. 

Mrs Fitton was succeeded in September by a tem-
porary Head Teacher, who acted until January 4, 1875, 
when Miss M. A. Whiteley was appointed Headmistress. 
She had a trying time during the twelve months or 
so she was there, her very first morning being spent in 
endeavouring to make herself heard: but she did not 
succeed. During the lunch interval she obtained a cane 
and with it punished two or three boys, whereupon the 
school next morning was besieged by irate parents 
demanding to know what she meant by her "new 
fangled notions." These were cleanliness, punctuality 
and obedience. 

The log-book presents some vivid pictures of life 
at Brownroyd and explains the causes of the many 
changes in the headship which took place during the 
first seventeen years of the school's history. These will 
be referred to in the course of this paper, from which it 
will be realised that Brownroyd, in Victorian days at 
anyrate, was one of the roughest quarters of Bradford. 
This near-lawless district was bounded by Thornton 
Road, from the point where Brownroyd Street begins, 
Ingleby Road, Duncornbe Street and Brownroyd Street 
back to Thornton Road. Contained within this area 
were Dean Street, Isaac Street, Rosse Street, Ingleby 
Street, Oswald Street and Bingley Street, at the corner 
of which and Plumpton Street the school is situated. 
Much, if not all, of the nineteenth century domestic 
property formerly standing in these streets has been 
demolished since 1960. 

The Headmistress was occupied during the first 
few months in preparations for removal from the barn 
to the new building, which opened for lessons in April, 
1875. Pupils were divided into three classes and on 
May 15 there were 133 names on the register, but the 
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average attendance was under 100. The majority of 
irregular attenders were under five years of age and so 
could not be visited by the School Board attendance 
officer. 

Until August, 1876 St Philip's Mission School was 
for infants only but in that month it became a Mixed 
School of 190 scholars. These consisted chiefly of half-
timers and children under seven. In other words, upper 
standards were then introduced. After four years, how-
ever, the school reverted to an Infants' Department plus 
Standard I; that is, four classes. This Standard, too, 
was withdrawn in 1886 and the school became one for 
infants only, as it was in the beginning; and as such it 
continued to the time when its connection with St 
Philip's Church and parish ended, in September, 1910. 

Broken attendance and school leavings are fre-
quently mentioned. In 1875 or 1876 a competitor school, 
privately administered, was opened in Girlington by a 
Mrs Steel and it was to attend her school that three 
girls left Brownroyd Mission School, one "because she 
could knit all day" there. Children changed schools 
so often that it was decided to visit homes to ascer-
tain the cause of leaving. One boy left because "he 
did not get on". He attended irregularly - only three 
weeks out of eight - and the Headmaster was at a loss 
to understand how it was that "he got on under the last 
Master, but not now". Another boy was sent home for 
his school money: several times he had missed paying 
and had been absent the following week. The Head-
master interpreted this as intention to "shuffle" and 
accordingly sent him home for it. His mother then 
appeared on the scene and denied that he owed for 
more than that particular week, saying that in the pre-
vious Headmaster's time she used to let it run on for 
two or three weeks and nothing was said about it. 
Finally the mother declared that she would send her 
boy to another school and see if he was sent home 
from there. The capricious migration of scholars from 
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one school to another was a serious drawback to 
progress. 

An outspoken entry refers to the fact that the 
Whetley Lane Board School had just held their 
examinations which, it appears, was always a time for 
the "children of Standard I" at Brownroyd to leave. 
The Headmistress found it very discouraging: her 
school got the dunces and the Board Schools took the 
clever ones. Ruefully she remarked, "We lose all our 
bright children when they get to six or seven years old." 

So much has been said and written about corporal 
punishment in recent years that some reference to this 
in mid-Victorian days may be of interest. In 1875 a 
brother and sister played truant all week, for which 
there was a thrashing in store for them on the follow-
ing Monday morning. This punishment was to be given 
at their mother's request. 

Another example is that of a woman who brought 
her boy to school and asked the Headmaster to give 
him a flogging for truancy. Said she, "The other master 
was very good to us, he'd flog him or cane him or do 
anything of that sort we asked him." Truly, there are 
some queer ideas of kindness. 

Many children on admission to school suffered from 
one drawback or another, mainly physical. One morn-
ing two small sisters were admitted, their mother asking 
that one of them should not be taught anything as she 
was much too delicate to undertake the business of 
learning. In October, 1875 a child was admitted who 
could read and write, a circumstance apparently worthy 
of record because of its rare occurrence. In contrast to 
this is the case of a very backward boy who, in 1878, 
sought admission to the school: he was thirteen years of 
age and could not spell 'dog' or 'but' or any word of three 
letters. He also said that twice times three made ten! 
Accordingly he was placed in the appropriate class but 
on looking round the Headmaster saw him trying the 
door, whereupon the Master opened it for him and 
assisted him over the threshold: how, is not stated. 
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In October, 1876 a new Headmaster found the 
scholars rough and disorderly, and the noise distracting. 
Noise is referred to by the next Headmaster fifteen 
months later, when he reproved children for being noisy 
when entering school after recreation. He wrote, "They 
wear clogs". One imagines that he would soon become 
accustomed to the noise the clogs made, for they were 
the common weekday footwear in industrial quarters 
ninety years ago. And, moreover, a full school was 
being recorded from time to time, which means that 
a great clatter would always be heard. 

Practically every new Head Teacher - and they 
averaged one each year during the first seventeen years 
of the school's history, in fact, between 1876 and 1879 
there were no fewer than five Headmasters appointed - 
immediately upon arrival had some comment, invari-
ably adverse, to make upon the quality of the material 
before him or her. In general they were pretty well 
disgusted with the rough children they found at Brown-
royd. Disobedience was common and one Headmaster 
on his second morning had to punish a boy and girl 
who refused to do as they were ordered. In the after-
noon the school was besieged "by a parcel of women" 
who threatened him; but evidently realising they had 
"caught a Tartar" they went away. He was not to get 
off lightly, however, for as he was leaving the school 
a number of boys threw stones at him. 

Probably the complaints of each successive Head 
Teacher about his or her predecessor should be dis-
counted somewhat, for if they are to be believed in their 
entirety then not one of them between 1873 and 1890 
did much to improve conditions at Brownroyd Mission 
School. For example, one declared that he would have 
about ten months' work to do in seven because of the 
backward state of the scholars. This same Headmaster 
complained that the last one left no record of the Stan-
dards in which the children had been examined; more-
over, it appears that this predecessor had placed some 
pupils in Standards III, IV and even V without their 
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having been examined at all. In most cases, he claimed, 
the children were no more fit for these Standards than 
they were for an examination in Hebrew. All this he 
had had to remedy, which was altogether too bad, "the 
lot always falling on Jonah." 

The number of accidents and breakages which 
occurred at this time, around 1877, makes one think 
that a vendetta against the Headmaster was plotted, 
so many references to damage are there in the log-book. 
The rope of the school bell was broken; the bell, there-
fore, could not be rung and because of this children 
were late. The next misfortune was the failure of the 
school clock to work, and during its absence at the 
repairer's the Headmaster suffered much inconvenience. 
The breaking of the lock on the school gate followed, 
and the very next day the bell-rope was again out of 
action. Little wonder the Headmaster, in exasperation, 
exclaimed "What next?" 

But it was not enough that he was plagued by his 
pupils, their mothers and the damage to school pro-
perty: one morning he discovered that mice had been 
trying to eat his log-book! In it he recorded his hope 
that they would be able to digest his comments, but 
that would scarcely be possible for they were vitriolic. 
Truly the school was a sore trial to him, and with 
windows, bell-rope and gate lock all broken at the same 
time it is not surprising that he should regret "ever 
having come to such a lawless neighbourhood." 

Before we take leave of this unfortunate man 
reference to a rather cryptic entry in the log-book 
remains to be made. Dated December 3, 1877 it men-
tions a thin school; numbers were decreasing rapidly 
through circumstances known to the School Managers 
to be no fault of his. What these circumstances were 
must remain unrevealed as the first minute book of 
the Managers' meetings is apparently lost: more's the 
pity. i 

By now it will be realised how true s my earlier 
statement, that the log-book of St Philip's Mission 
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School presents some vivid pictures of life in Brown-
royd and explains the frequent changes in the head-
ship. But we have not quite finished: the next Head-
master had to send a girl home for insubordination and 
refusal to learn her home lessons. Having been ordered 
to stand out from her class by herself she got her big 
sister —"an awful woman"— to collect a mob and 
threaten the Master with felling, "same as I did to the 
teacher at Bingley", she declared. The crowd did not 
sympathise with her, however; but as they knew her 
for a desperate character they merely gathered together 
to see her fell the Headmaster. But they were dis-
appointed in their expectation of such sport. 

Reference has just been made to the entry of 
December, 1877. One wonders if the "circumstances 
well known to the School Managers" had anything to 
do with the decision in 1880 to reduce the school from 
a Mixed one to an Infants' plus Standard I only. Six 
years later the school reverted to one for infants, as 
originally. This move was considered to be advisable in 
view of the fact that affairs were unsatisfactory; the 
school was steadily going the wrong way and the ques-
tion of closing it began to exercise the Managers' minds. 
However, it was decided to give it one more year's trial 
and in the following year, 1887, it was resolved to 
continue for a while longer. 

Early in 1890 the financial position became one of 
concern. A deficiency of £34 in the running of the 
school was reported and it was decided to inform the 
Bradford Church of England School Society that 
the Managers were thinking of closing the school. But 
the Society could not promise help and expressed the 
opinion that there was not much hope of Brownroyd 
School becoming self-supporting. Parishioners were, 
therefore, to be given the choice of closing the school 
or of finding the yearly debit balance out of parish 
societies. 

Relief came in September of the following year 
when free education was granted to Infants' Schools: 
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the "Fee Grant" of lOs. per child per annum, based on 
the average attendance of pupils, became operative on 
the first of that month and on the 25th a favourable 
report on the working of the new Education Act was 
received. Free education resulted in an increased atten-
dance; and apart from a statement in November, 1894 
that the school was being administered at a loss of 
about £20 per annum there is no further suggestion of 
financial stringency. It may be that Sales of Work held 
in the school helped to offset the yearly deficiency. 

The Vicar and Curate paid a visit to the school 
in June, 1896 to inspect alterations which had been 
made. One of these was the removal of the gallery from 
the main room and the levelling of the floor. The pro-
vision of galleries appears to have been a common 
feature of Infants' Schools in mid-Victorian days, and 
in October, 1875 a pupil teacher at Brownroyd School 
was admonished for not having prepared her "gallery" 
lessons. These galleries appear to have been provided 
as a means of segregating a number of pupils from 
the main body, but they would still be under the super-
vision of the Head Teacher. The removal of the gallery 
appears to indicate that a class had been accommodated 
on a platform or raised portion of the schoolroom. 

It would seem that Infants' Departments in those 
days did not have separate class rooms but consisted 
of one large room in which the hundred or more 
scholars were contained in groups. One of these would 
be a gallery class, for which a pupil teacher was respon-
sible, a monitor being in charge of a smaller group. 
When a monitor's duties were undertaken by a girl it 
was usually with a view to qualifying as a pupil teacher. 
I find that at the beginning of this century the Brad-
ford School Board decided that galleries be removed 
from Infants' Departments, a decision which came a 
few years after the removal of the gallery at Brownroyd 
Mission School. 

The trials and tribulations of the Head Teachers 
during the the first twenty years diminished and the 
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behaviour of the children improved as the nineteenth 
century neared its close. There are few references to 
difficulties of a serious kind in the years from 1893 to 
1905. Instead, satisfactory results were being obtained 
in circumstances which were not conducive to progress, 
for the work was carried on in premises which did not 
lend themselves to good organization. 

For some unaccountable reason the St Philip's 
Mission School log-book closes with the entries for 
March, 1905, which was also the end of the school year, 
leaving several blank pages following the last entry. 
It may be that the last few leaves of the book had 
worked loose and, therefore, a new log-book was started 
at the opening of the new school year, 1905-1906. If so, 
then a further five and a half years, April 1905 to Sep-
tember 30, 1910, remain to be accounted for in the 
history of the school, since it was on the latter date 
that it ended its connection with the parish of Girling-
ton St Philip. On June 29, 1910 the Vicar of St Philip's 
Church informed the School Managers of the transfer 
of the Brownroyd district to the new parish of St Chad, 
Manningham, and that their responsibility for the 
school would terminate on September 30 following. 

It is much to be regretted that log-books of the 
school after its transfer, including, possibly, the one 
containing entries during the last five years of its life 
as St Philip's Mission School, are missing. In February, 
1966 I was informed by the Headmistress of the school, 
now known as St Edmund's Infants' School, that the 
earlier log-books were lost or destroyed during the war 
of 1939-1945. This means the virtual impossibility for 
anyone to write a history of the school between 1910 
and, say, 1945 should such ever be contemplated. 

I am indebted to the Reverend Mark W. Bishop, 
M.A. (Vicar of St Philip's Church when I was writing 
this historical sketch) and the School Managers for 
allowing me access to the Brownroyd Mission School 
log-book and the Managers' minute books. This was 
necessary for my purpose when, at the request of the 
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St Philip's Church authorities, I wrote a history of 
St Philip's Church of England School for its centenary 
celebrations in 1964. This was published in July of 
that year. 

HEADMASTERS AND HEADMISTRESSES 

1873: SARAH EXON 

1874: EMMA FITTON 

1874: ANNE CLAYTON (temporary) 
1875-76: MISS M. A. WHITELEY 
1876: CHARLES D. CLARK 

1876-77: WILLIAM PRICE 
1877: JAMES K. WINTER 

1878-79: ROBERT BURNS 
1879-80: JOHN A. WHEELER 
1880: MISS H. H. ETHERINGTON 

1880: MISS BLAIR (temporary) 
1880-81: MISS M. FOSTER (temporary) 
1881-82: FANNY WELLS COX 

1882-84: EMMA WRIGHT 
1884-89: SELINA BAIRSTOW (afterwards Mrs Townend) 
1889-90: MISS L. VOSPER 

1890: SELINA TOWNEND (temporary) 
1890-95: LAURA SMITH 
1895- : FANNY WOOD (in charge of school in 1905) 

AN INSCRIBED TABLET FROM THORNTON 

A find of local historical interest was made during 
the war years of 1939-1945. A small brass plaque, only 
7 in. high by 6 in. wide, was discovered lying in the 
roadway between Yews Green and West Scholes, 
hamlets situated between Queensbury and Thornton. 
At that time, about 1942, a salvage drive for scrap metal 
was in progress and it was thought by the person who 
submitted the tablet to me for identification that it 
fell off a salvage wagon. For several years he had tried 
to find out something about the subject of the inscrip-
tion upon it and where the plaque was fixed originally, 
for there were remains of nails in the five holes, but 
hitherto without success. 
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The inscription, which is in Latin, states: "Near 
this place is buried James Ward, Curate of this Chapel 
for Fifteen Years. He Died the 14th March in the Year 
of Salvation, 1705. I have Believed, I have Taught, and 
I have Lived Thy Word, 0 Lord." This, therefore, is 
a memorial plaque. At the head of it a human heart is 
engraved and in each 'shoulder' is engraved a foliate 
design. The heart is to be found on graveslabs and 
memorials, such as this one, dating to the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. 

Who was James Ward, and which is, or was, the 
chapel of which he was Curate for fifteen years? Here 
the usual readily-accessible local history books were of 
no assistance. As I knew just where the brass was 
found, and that Thornton was a chapelry of Bradford 
in Queen Anne's time, my theory was that the tablet 
originally was in Thornton Chapel, otherwise the Old 
Bell Chapel, where all the four gifted Brontë children 
were baptised. 

John James's Continuation of the History of 
Bradford, which was published in 1866 and contains 
a list of Curates of Thornton, failed one for there is a 
hiatus between 1662 and 1706, the year following 
Ward's death. James also refers to memorials in the 
chapel, but this one is not mentioned. Had the plaque 
already disappeared, over a century ago? 

References to certain obscure sources for local 
history also proved unavailing. It was then that I 
turned my attention to the old Thornton Grammar 
School, founded some thirty-five years before Ward 
died. I thought that if he was at Thornton he might, as 
Perpetual Curate, have served as a trustee of the school. 
Research along this line followed and the ultimate dis-
covery made that James Ward was for a period Head-
master of Thornton Grammar School. This post he 
resigned in 1702. 

Soon after this a manuscript list of the Curates of 
Thornton, made by the late William E. Preston, came 
to light. This included the name of James Ward for the 

I 



274 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

period 1700 to 1705. It is likely that Mr Preston had not 
met with any document or other record by which he 
was able to place Ward as Curate between 1690 and 
1699, evidence now provided by this little brass tablet. 
Nevertheless, Ward's inclusion in the list confirmed my 
theory that the chapel of which he was Curate was 
Thornton. 

James Ward, son of William Ward, was born at 
Settle and attended Giggleswick School. On May 23, 
1674, at the age of nineteen years, he was admitted as 
a Sizar to Christ's College, Cambridge, where he gradu-
ated Bachelor of Arts in 1677-8. In September of the 
latter year he was ordained Deacon at York, and in 
March 1682-3 Priest., A Master of Arts when he died 
in 1705 he had, according to Oliver Heywood, married 
Martha Bentley at "Huthersfield" in January 1700-1. 
Heywood's description of Ward was "preacher at 
Thornton Chappell." 

How came this memorial plaque to stray from its 
original position, possibly on a wall or on the end of 
a pew assuming, of course, that the subject of it was 
interred in the chapel? And where had it been before 
it was cast out, presumably as scrap metal, nearly thirty 
years ago? Whatever the answers it is fortunate that 
this piece of old brass was saved from its fate as scrap 
metal, for it has been the means of providing an 
additional name to John James's list of Curates of 
Thornton Chapel. 

The reader may be interested to know that the 
tablet is preserved in Bolling Hall Museum of local 
historical objects, for which collection I secured it in 
1953. 

i. Venn (ed.), Alumni Cantabrigienses, vol. 4. I am indebted to Mr Frank 
Beckwith, M.A., Librarian of The Leeds Library, for this extract from 
Venn. 



ANNALS OF A WEST RIDING FAMILY 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

HEPTONSTALL 

THE family dealt with in this chronicle is that of 
Robertshaw, branches of which have lived in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire for several centuries. 

I believe their origin to be in Heptonstall, once an 
ancient chapelry in the parish of Halifax, where there 
was a hamlet or settlement called Robertshaw. This was 
at Heptonstall Slack. In my opinion the place-name is 
derived from a personal name, that of Robertus del 
Schagh, or Robert of the Shay, or Shaw, meaning a 
small wood or plantation. One authority' has defined 
the name as "Robert's copse." Schagh has its origin in 
the Anglo-Saxon word 'sceaga.' 

In the Poll Tax Return of 1379 for the wapentake 
of Morley there is mentioned under Heptonstall William 
del Schaghe; and under Mirfield and Wyke, respec-
tively, are named Robertus de Schagh and Robertus 
del Schag'. William could have been a descendant of a 
Robert of the Shay (Shaw) in Heptonstall who prob-
ably lived in the thirteenth century, when assarting of 
woodland, by licence of the lord of the manor, was 
fairly common. By assarting is meant the stubbing of. 
trees, or the pulling up by their roots, for the purpose 
of converting forest land into arable. Such clearings 
were known as assarts, but also as royd lands, or 
riddings. 

So, I submit, in all probability the surname Robert-
shaw, especially in the parishes of Halifax and Brad-
ford, is associated with the hamlet mentioned, which 
flourished in medieval and later times. Today it is a 
hamlet no more; like many others, e.g., Cockan in 
Clayton, it is a lost hamlet of England; but it has not 

i. Smith, A. H., Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, pt.iii, 192. 
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been 'lost' so very long, for the latest mention of the 
place as a separate entity I have found is in 1806. On 
September 8 of that year Michael Heaton, gentleman, 
made his will in which he described himself as of 
"Robertshaw in HeptonstalL" He was one of the Heaton 
family of Ponden Hail, near Haworth, and was living 
at Robertshaw in 1798.2 Here he had a goodly estate 
which he had inherited from his mother, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Henry Greenwood of Robertshaie. How 
soon after 1806 the hamlet began to decline I cannot 
tell, but certainly through one cause or another a con-
traction of Robertshaw would appear to have started 
in the nineteenth century, for today (1968) the only 
semblance of the place lies in a small farmstead known 
as Robertshaw Farm, at Heptonstall Slack. 

Sir Charles Robertshaw (born 1874, died 1960), of 
Fallingroyd Hall, Hebden Bridge said that the Robert-
shaw family owned a farm in Heptonstall called 'Shaws' 
in 1460. Whether or not this farmstead was in Robert-
shaw is not clear; but what is clear is that in 1439 John 
of Grenewodde held lands and tenements called 'Roberd 
Shaghe' in Heptonstall, for which he paid 17d. yearly 
rent.' 

Robertshaw as a surname had become established 
in the parish of Halifax much earlier than 1536, the 
year in which Richard Robertshaw paid a Halifax tithe 
rent of 2s. 5d. for his lands in Heptonstall.4 Indeed, 
Robertshaw as a family name occurs frequently in the 
Heptonstall manor court rolls of the sixteenth century. 
As one Halifax historian puts it: "The rolls give us a 
good insight into the affairs of the larger landholders.:. 
[including] the Robertshaws, of Hangingroyd" in 
Heptonstall-5 

In 1572 a fulling mill called Robertshaw Nether Miln 
is mentioned, and in 1586 the mill of the lord of the 

2. Heaton Manuscripts, Series A, nos. 506, 516. Bradford Central Public 
Library. 

3. Smith, op. cit. 
4. Halifax Antiquarian Society: Transactions, 1934. 5. Ibid., 1922. 
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manor was Hangingroyd Mill for in that year Ambrose 
Robertshaw, of Hangingroyd, took of the court the suit 
and soke of all the tenants in the manor of Heptonstall. 
This was granted at a rent of 6s. 8d. annually, being a 
sufficient rent to maintain the privileges of the manor. 

From various records consulted it would appear that 
the Robertshaws of Heptonstail, though of ordinary 
stock, were a family of some substance. Proof of this 
statement is to be found in an official record in the 
Public Record Office, London. This is a list of the names 
of men who were fined for not accepting the honour of 
knighthood at the coronation of Charles I. Dated 1630, 
it merely states that Richard Robertshawe, of Hepton-
stall-cum-Erringden was fined £10. Behind this bald 
entry lies the story of a ruse by which the King was able 
to give the Royal purse a 'blood transfusion.' The arch-
ives of many old Yorkshire families include receipts for 
the payment of fines for failing to attend at Westminster 
to receive knighthoods at the King's coronation. 

What happened was this. A proclamation went out 
to people who had been chosen, on account of the 
annual value of their estate, to receive a knighthood. 
This was published on January 30, 1626 and it called 
upon the recipients to present themselves in London 
before January 31, 1626. The device was simple: no 
one in Yorkshire could possibly comply with the sum-
mons; nor was it intended that they should, for a great 
concourse of squires and yeomen from the shires would 
have been an embarrassment at the coronation cere-
monies. So, four or five years later the absentees found 
themselves mulcted in fines of £10 or more for refusing 
the honour of knighthood. In 1630 a fine of £10 was 
a hefty one. 

THORNTON 

Of the Robertshaws of Thornton I have no record 
earlier in date than 1523. This is of one who was a 
freeholder of Sir Richard Tempest of Bolling Hall, 
Bradford, lord of the manor of Thornton, Clayton, 
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Allerton and of several other local manors. This early 
date suggests that there could have been a migration 
of one or more Robertshaws out of Halifax parish— 
or even Heptonstail chapeiry—over Mountain into the 
adjoining township of Thornton. 

The document of 1523 is a muster roll dated Octo-
ber 9 of that year.' The occasion was a raid into Scot-
land by the Wark Garrison, Sir Richard being present 
with a retinue of 227, one of whom was John Rober-
shay. The 227 are summarised as "Capiteyne (captain) 
2, Pety capiteyne 2, Soldeours ccxxiij"; that is, four 
officers and 223 other ranks. 

It is natural to conclude that Tempest's retainers 
were drawn from the freeholders on his manors and as 
it would take some time to attain freeholder status the 
Robertshaws could have been in Thornton in the fif-
teenth century. Robershay was still an armed soldier 
some fifteen years later, for a list of men of arms in 
the liberties of Bradford-dale includes his name under 
Thornton. Of the thirty-six men named John Rober-
schay7 was the only one who furnished a horse as well 
as a bill, now an obsolete weapon sometimes known as 
a halberd. 

In the absence of any mention of a Thornton Robert-
shaw earlier than John one must consider him as the 
starting point of the Thornton line of the family. As 
there is nothing further about him to relate we move 
to April 20, 1555 and find that Sir John Tempest, of 
Boiling, knight, granted to Richard Robertshaye four 
acres of land in Thornton abutting upon Hardesciough 
on the north part, upon Malkyn-hirste on the west and 
upon the Ryddinge on the east. 

6. Public Record Office, S.P.1/28/275 sqq. Calendar of State Papers, 
Henry viii, vol iii. 

7. Muster Roll, West Riding, co. York: Chapter House Book, A2/23. The 
several forms of spelling the surname Robertshaw in this account of the 
family are in accordance with those used in the original records con-
sulted - these variants are not employed in an arbitrary manner by the 
author. 



ANNALS OF A WEST RIDING FAMILY 279 

A deed of November 16, 15858 mentions land adjoin-
ing a field belonging to Richard and Edward Robert-
shay on the south, the way leading between Thornton 
and Swyrell Edge on the north, land of Richard Robert-
shay on the east and the commons of Thornton on the 
west. This deed was witnessed by William Robertshaw. 
I believe these Robertshaw lands to have been at or 
near Black Carr. William, who witnessed by his signa-
ture and not by mark, appears to have been in demand 
as a witness to local legal instruments; for example, he 
testified to a bond in 1586, and witnessed a deed of 
December 15 of the same year relating to Hoyle Ing in 
Thornton, a homestead which was pulled down about 
the year 1928. 

Richard Robertshay, a clothier, lived at Swirrell in 
Thornton, and his brother William was a clothier, too. 
On May 14, 1604 they entered into an agreement that 
each would produce and show deeds or other evidences 
in his possession for the benefit of the other whenever 
occasion arose. The deeds related to lands and tene-
ments in Thornton, being the inheritance of Richard 
and William, and dated from 1567. Later the same year, 
on July 27, 1604 Sir Richard Tempest granted to the 
freeholders of Thornton, including Richard, William 
and Samuel Robertshay, common of pasture for beasts 
throughout the moors and wastes of Thornton. 

On November 9, 1620 a deed of feoffment was exe-
cuted whereby William Illingworth, the younger, of 
Thornton Hall, miler, granted to his father William, 
also a miller of the same address, and Jonas, a younger 
son of Samuel Robertshaw, a cottage and two closes, 
or fields, called Nether Clough and Overciough alias 
Greenclough, for the children of William, the grantor, 
whose wife was Mary, daughter of Samuel. This trans-
action was by way of a marriage settlement. 

8. Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society: Local Record Series, ii, 
no. 157. Edited by the writer. 
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According to the accounts of Thornton Chapel Jonas 
Robertshaw was churchwarden in 1644. There is an 
entry which reads: "Pd. ailso to Jonas Robartshey, 
churchwarden of Thornton, for repaireinge of the 
church, is."9 Later in the seventeenth century, about 
1680, John or Joseph Robertshaw built a dwelling-house 
and other premises upon the commons of Thornton, 
which came to be known as Keelharn Hall. In 1683 there 
was an assessment for the poor of Thornton and to this 
the following contributed: Joshua, John and Joseph 
Robertshaw, and Joseph Robertshaw, "de Malkin" 
(?Maltkiln). 

In Queen Anne's reign there was a division of seats 
in Bradford Parish Church for Thornton. Joshua 
Robertshay is shown in the plan of seating as having 
one-quarter of a seat, or pew, allotted to him; and Wil-
liam Robertshaw as sharing a quarter of a seat with the 
owners of Saugh Hall and Sowood land. A bill for the 
Thornton Land Tax in 1704 shows Joshua to have paid 
9s. 4d. and William 4s. 8d!° Ten years later John Robert-
shaw was one of the chapel wardens at Thornton 
Chapel. 

About this time "burials in woollen" were common, 
registers certifying that an oath had been made to the 
effect that a deceased person had been buried in accord-
ance with an Act of Parliament of 1678. This provided 
that no body was to be interred except in garments of 
sheep's wool. These were popularly known as "burials 
in woollen," the purpose of the Act being to improve 
the woollen trade which had declined. There are six such 
burials of Robertshaws at Thornton between 1724 and 
1730, but one example will suffice. "Martha Robertshaw, 
of Thornton, maketh oath that Richard Robertshaw, 
of the same place, lately deceased, was not wrapt, wound 
up, or interred in any shirt, shift, sheet or shroud, but 

. Ferrand Manuscripts, Series A, no.86. Bradford Central Public Library. 
io. Bradford Antiquary, Old Series, ii, 17. 
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that was made of sheep's wool only, as by Act of Parlia-
ment. Sworn before John Finch, Curate of Bradford, 
August 21, 1725." 

Manorial rentals are useful in research on family 
history and that of 1736 for Thornton is an example. 
In it are five entries of interest: "Joshua Robertshaw, 
now Mr Ferrand's land, Gd., Joshua Robertshaw, for 
New Close, 4d., Jonathan Robertshaw, for Schole Ridge, 
Gd., James Pickard, for Mr Robertshaw's farm, is. 7d. 
and Joseph Robertshaw in the Lane, 7s." Five years 
later another rental mentions Moses Robertshaw for 
Mr Firth's farm, is. 8d. 

On February 27, 1788 there was buried in Thornton 
Chapel yard Jeremiah Robertshaw, described as "one 
of the Revd. Mr Wesley's Lay Preachers in the Bradford 
Circuit." I have a feeling, however, that he may have 
been an Allerton Robertshaw rather than one of the 
Thornton branch. 

A faculty was obtained on June 26, 1818 to re-front 
Thornton Chapel on the south side, to re-roof it and to 
erect a cupola, now preserved in the burial ground of 
the chapel which has been in a ruinous state for many 
years. A board on the front of the west gallery of the 
former "Old Bell Chapel" informed worshippers that 
the "Chapel was repaired and beautified, A.D. 1818." 
The name of the Curate, Rev. Patrick Brontë, appeared, 
and that of Joseph Robertshaw was the first of five 
churchwardens' names also lettered on the board." 

I have no further information on the Robertshaws 
of Thornton, so now I proceed to other branches, 
namely, Clayton, Queensbury and Allerton, concluding 
with a number of references of a miscellaneous kind 
from other townships. 

xi. Ibid., 1, 15. 
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CLAYTON AND QUEENSBURy 

Since the first Robertshaw of Clayton to be men-
tioned occurs in a Bradford Parish Church register 
entry, a baptism dated 1612, I incline to the view that 
this branch was the first migrant one from the major 
line of the family in Bradford-dale, i.e., that of Thornton. 
The baptism is that of John, son of John Robertshay, 
on September 27, followed by another on June 9, 1616 
of Michael, also son of John. Clayton then was in the 
parish of Bradford. 

'.A few court rolls of the manor of Clayton are con-
tained in the Horton Manuscripts collection at the 
Bradford City Library and the first one, dated August, 
1658 states that Edward Jackson purchased of Mathew 
Robertshay five acres of land, which Mathew himself 
had bought of Isaac Jackson in 1655. Both Mathew and 
Jonas Roberteshawe are named as freeholders of Clay-
ton from 1638 to 1642. The latter was living in 1648, as 
on March 17 of that year he held an acre of land which 
had been enclosed from the commons of Clayton in a 
place called Cocking, or Cockan, Edge.'2 
A Roger Robertshaw, farmer, appears in 1758 when, 

on August 17, his son John was baptised at Thornton 
Chapel. The occasional description 'Mr' - usually de-
noting a person of some standing locally at this date - 
occurs on December 8, 1779 when Sarah, daughter of 
"Mr Robertshaw, of Clayton, tanner" was baptised. 
This is the only reference to a Clayton tanner I have 
seen. 

Clayton manorial rents payable last century included 
that of £10 paid by James Robertshay in 1840. In 1876 
the undermentioned were tenants of the premises 
named: Henry Robertshaw (Brows, 11-id.), Daniel 
(Sharket Head, 2s.), Esther (Mountain, 9d.), and Jere-
miah (Fall Top, 6s. 4d.). Eleven years later Jeremiah 
Robertshaw was at Brows and Fall Top, and William 

12. Horton Manuscripts, Series E, nos. 94, 95. 
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at Cote Farm, but in 1894 John W. Robertshaw was 
owner-occupier of Cote Farm and Joshua tenant at 
Fall Top. 

The Queenshead (or Queensbury, as it is now called) 
branch of the family is the one to which the writer 
belongs. Part of Queenshead was in the township of 
Northowram and part in Clayton, and the earliest 
authentic information I have is that of the burial of 
Phoebe, daughter of Joshua Robertshaw, of Northow-
ram at Thornton Chapel on July 6, 1726. Joshua could, 
therefore, have been living in the seventeenth century, 
and may have lived at Mickle Moss, which as "Mykil 
Mosse" in Tudor times was an unenclosed moor imme-
diately west of Queensbury, for it was there where his 
son, also named Joshua, was born. I believe the son, 
if not also the father, was a cordwainer, or clogger, for 
several of their descendants were cloggers. Incidentally, 
Mickle Moss, like Clayton, adjoined the township of 
Thornton. 

Two sons of Joshua (II) are known, the elder being 
John, my great-grandfather, born at Queenshead in 
1765. He was a clogger and lived until December 3, 
1827. His will "I describes him as of Queenshead in 
Northowram and mentions one son only, William, who 
took over his father's business after the latter's death. 
The younger son was also called Joshua and he, too, 
was a clogger. 

It would seem that the Robertshaws of Queenshead 
were nonconformists, identifying themselves with the 
Baptist movement. Their tombstones, of the kist or 
table-top kind, are in the burial ground of the Baptist 
Chapel at Queensbury. Joshua (III) was a leading 
member of the General Baptist Church at Queenshead, 
where he was a deacon for twenty-nine years; in fact, 
he was one of the first seven Life Deacons elected in 
October, 1813. 

13. In the Borthwick Institute of Historical Research, York. 
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William Robertshaw was my grandfather, being 
born at Queenshead in 1804 and he was still a clogger 
when he died in 1863. Three of his sons, Stephen, John 
and Jonathan, my father, were cloggers. Like members 
of other branches of the family, with their roots deep 
in the Bradford area, those of Queensbury were just 
ordinary people who lived and worked in their particu-
lar township and played their part in its life and history. 

ALLERTON 

We move across the Thornton valley to the village 
of Allerton where the first Robertshaw is mentioned in 
1604; but there are so very few references to them of 
seventeenth century date that one concludes that the 
penetration of Robertshaws into Allerton was fairly 
late, and in all likelihood began with a migration or 
two out of the adjoining township of Thornton late in 
that century or even early in the eighteenth. The deed 
of 1604 states that William Roberteshay occupied a tene-
ment near fields called Cuthbert-fields, which I believe 
to have been not far from the former ancient home-
stead known as The Oaks, in Allerton. This William 
appears to have been a 'stray,' probably from Thorn-
ton where there were a few Williams in the sixteenth 
century. 

Thornton Chapel registers reveal several wool 
combers and weavers among the Allerton Robertshaws. 
There was a Jeremiah, weaver, and John, comber, about 
the end of the seventeenth or very early in the eigh-
teenth century. (In passing, it may be noted that bap-
tismal entries between 1691 and 1697 are missing from 
the Thornton register). Then follow three weavers, 
Jonas, Elkanah and Jeremy, all between 1728 and 1740. 
Apart from farmers, handloom weavers must have pre-
dominated in Allerton in the reigns of the Georges. At 
this period the township of Allerton consisted of hill-
side farms and cottages. The wool industry was then a 
cottage industry and in some cases farmers combined 
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cloth-making with agriculture. They combed, spun and 
wove their wool by hand, sometimes in the upper rooms 
of their homes. 

Other wool combers mentioned in the same century 
are John Robertshaw in 1756, Roger in 1766, and 
Abram in 1774. By the time we reach the reign of 
George III the entries of Allerton Robertshaws in the 
local registers - Thornton Chapel, Kipping Indepen-
dent Chapel and Bradford Parish Church - have be-
come numerous indeed. One has to wait until the reign 
of George II before an appreciable impetus to migra-
tion into Allerton is noticed. There are very few entries 
before 1730. Certainly there was no Robertshaw named 
in the first enclosure of the commons of Allerton in 
1584; nor is one mentioned in the Hearth Tax return 
of 1666, the list of people paying new rents in 1685, 
and a list of freeholders dated 1734, all which three 
records refer to Allerton. 

If a local tombstone inscription is to be accepted 
as an accurate record there was, apparently, a Jeremiah 
Robertshaw born in the year 1800. Who his parents 
were I have not discovered. One theory that has been 
advanced is that he was the son of Joshua and Esther 
Robertshaw. They had a son born on June 9, 1795 
whom they had baptised Jeremiah at Kipping In-
dependent Chapel, Thornton on August 16 following. 
That he was the same Jeremiah as the one dealt with 
here seems to be hardly possible, because on a memorial 
stone in the burial ground of Allerton Congregational 
Church there is an inscription recording the death of the 
Jeremiah Robertshaw with whom we are concerned on 
September 13, 1858 aged fifty-eight years. Assuming 
the age given on the tombstone to be correct the Jere-
miah now to be discussed obviously was not born in 
1795. Incidentally, I have been unable to find a Jere-
miah Robertshaw born or baptised locally nearer to 
1800 than 1795. So, I suppose, the question could be 
postulated: was an error made when the age, fifty-
eight, was cut on the memorial stone? 
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Jeremiah's wife, Mary, is also mentioned on the 
tombstone, she dying on November 15, 1886 in her 
eighty-fourth year. It has been said that her name 
before marriage was Illingworth and credence is lent 
to this by the fact that Jeremiah and Mary had a son 
born in 1838 whom they christened Illingworth. It was 
not uncommon at that time for a male child to be given 
his mother's surname as a single baptismal name. 

More is known of Jeremiah in a commercial capacity. 
In 1836 a plot of ground measuring 1,200 sq. yds. was 
bought by him, with others, presumably for the build-
ing upon it of the first mill to be erected in Allerton. 
This was called Allerton Mill, later Allerton Old Mill, 
but now (1968) Top Mill, owned by the Allerton Comb-
ing Company, Limited. A couple of men, probably Jere-
miah and Uriah Ackroyd, are said to have financed the 
building of the mill. Four years later, in 1840, a com-
pany known as the Allerton Joint Stock Mill Company, 
was formed for the purpose of letting the mill and 
supplying room and power. Jeremiah was a Trustee of 
the company. 

In 1842 he is listed in the Leeds and Clothing Dis-
trict Directory as the occupier of the stand or cubicle 
numbered 140 in the Bradford Piece Hall. Jeremiah 
probably founded the firm of Jeremiah Robertshaw and 
Sons in about 1850 when three of his sons would be 
old enough to enter into partnership with their father. 
When Lund's Bradford directory appeared in 1856 the 
firm was listed in it by the style just mentioned. 
A certain John Ward in 1862 began to build a mill 

which was completed the following year. Then, on 
September 1, 1864 the mill, known as Well Row Mill 
(otherwise Middle Mill), and twenty-five cottages were 
purchased from Ward and his mortgagee by Thomas, 
Luther, Calvin and Illingworth Robertshaw, sons of 
Jeremiah. The following year the brothers bought the 
site of New Mill with a view to extending Well Row 
Mill. This, the third mill to be built, became known as 
Low Mill for, in 1880, the firm was described as of 
Middle Mill and Low Mill, or New Mill. 
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By 1889 a firm of worsted spinners and manufac-
turers known as Robertshaw Brothers had been estab-
lished, the partners being Calvin, Rawson and Herbert 
Robertshaw. In June the following year dissolution of 
partnership in the firm of Jeremiah Robertshaw and 
Sons took place and on August 20, 1890 the property 
was conveyed to Walter Robertshaw, with Thomas 
Robertshaw as partner, under the style of J. Robert-
shaw and Sons. A year later, following five disastrous 
years of trade, the mills and property of Jeremiah 
Robertshaw and Sons were conveyed to Isaac Smith. 

At this time the mills manufactured mohair, alpaca, 
cashmere, lustre and llama wools, and single and two-
fold yarns. Seven hundred persons were employed, 
operating 20,000 spindles. The firm of Robertshaw 
Brothers now became tenants and carried on weaving 
at Low Mill, but it would seem that about the year 1899 
this weaving concern finished trading. 

Who were the 'Sons' in the family firm and what 
was their standing locally? They all lived near one 
another in large villa residences - the typical mill-
masters' houses of Victorian days - near the mills they 
owned. First, there was Thomas, the eldest, born in 
1823 who seems to have been the senior partner after 
their father's death in 1856. He was living at "Leylands" 
in Allerton Road in 1879 and, together with his twin-
brothers Calvin and Luther, in 1860 were three of a 
committee of four appointed to supervise the building 
of the Parsonage in the village. In 1872 Allerton Con-
gregational Chapel was built, the foundation stone 
being laid by Thomas. His brother, Illingworth, was 
the organist of this, the largest place of worship in the 
village, the cost of which was £9,000, a very large sum 
for a chapel building in mid-Victorian times. 

Luther and Calvin, twins, were born in 1831 at 
Allerton. The former became a councillor for Allerton 
in 1880 and three years later was appointed an alder-
man. In 1879 he was living at "Springfield," in Green 
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Bank Road, which he had built. Calvin, who lived at 
"Allen Croft" in Denby Lane, was chairman of the 
Allerton Local Board in 1875, after serving as one of 
the first of the Board's councillors in 1863. Not only 
did he take a prominent part in local government: he 
was identified also with social movements in the neigh-
bourhood. Calvin Robertshaw married Martha Rawson 
in 1856 and they had a family of five sons and two 
daughters. As twins, he and Luther so closely resembled 
one another that facetious friends asserted that the two 
brothers became a mixed quantity, even to themselves. 

I1lingworth Robertshaw was born in 1838 and in 
1873 was living at "Hedge Nook" in Allerton Road. 
He married Marianne Briggs at an Independent Chapel, 
but which one I do not know, as part of the copy mar-
riage certificate of his grandfather, lent to me by Vice-
Admiral Sir Ballin Illingworth Robertshaw, is missing. 
This marriage, which may have been solemnized at 
Kipping Chapel, in near-by Thornton, was on June 14, 
1864. 

The home of Walter Robertshaw, another brother, 
was "Beech House" at the top of Green Bank Road in 
1879. In 1875 he was a Trustee of Thornton Grammar 
School, a seventeenth century foundation, he having 
been appointed by the Allerton School Board to be its 
representative. 

"Leylands" formerly stood in Allerton Road, just 
below Ley Top Lane. Several years ago it was demol-
ished to make way for some small semi-detached houses. 
"Hedge Nook" is opposite Allerton Parish Church and 
a short distance above the site of "Leylands," the last-
named being the only one of the five brothers' houses 
mentioned to have disappeared. 

Three of Calvin Robertshaw's five sons achieved 
distinction in the field of Rugby Union football. They 
were Herbert, Percy and Rawson, the first-named play-
ing for Yorkshire; but his brothers attained inter-
national status. Rawson played for England five times, 
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and in the 1893-94 season both he and Percy were inter-
nationals. Incidentally their cousin, Jerrold, son of 
Illingworth Robertshaw, also played rugby for York-
shire county. But he was not in the family manufactur-
ing business; instead he became an actor, his first 
appearance on the stage being in 1894. Around the 
turn of the century he toured with his own company, 
playing Shakespearean repertory, and won a repu-
tation as a leading actor during the first quarter of this 
century. 

There have been many descendants of Jeremiah 
Robertshaw of Allerton, but perhaps only one merits 
some notice. He is Vice-Admiral Sir Ballin Illingworth 
Robertshaw, a great-grandson of Jeremiah, a grandson 
of Illingworth and son of Sydney, younger brother of 
Jerrold Robertshaw. Born at Ilkley in 1902, he was 
educated at the Royal Naval Colleges of Osborne and 
Dartmouth. He joined H.M.S. Centurion as a Midship-
man in 1920, and thereafter his progress was marked 
by several promotions and command appointments 
until, in 1953, he was promoted Rear-Admiral and 
appointed Chief-of-Staff to the Commander-in-Chief, 
Portsmouth. Three years later he became a Vice-
Admiral and in 1958 was created a Knight Commander 
of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire and 
retired from the Service. His final appointment was that 
of Chief of Allied Staff, Mediterranean, from 1955. 

There were others of the name in Allerton who may 
or may not have been directly related to Jeremiah. For 
example, in 1838 there is mentioned in the West Riding 
Directory a Jeremiah Robertshaw, a handloom weaver of 
Allerton Lanes; and in 1850 Isaac Robertshaw is named 
in connection with Jeremiah, founder of the family firm. 
In 1863 Isaac was chairman of the first Allerton Local 
Board, and in the same year a Joseph Robertshaw 
served on the Board. From Ibbetson's Directory of the 
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Borough of Bradford, 1845 14 I find that Isaac Robert-
shaw, like Jeremiah, was a stuff manufacturer, rented 
a stand, No. 142, in the Bradford Piece Hall and lived 
at Allerton. In this year Jeremiah had a town office in 
Piccadilly for the transaction of business while attend-
ing the Bradford market. 

A locally historical farmstead in Allerton is Bailey 
Fold, built in the reign of James I, perhaps about 1610; 
but it was probably 150 years later when Robertshaws 
became identified with it. Between 1760 and 1800 Joshua 
is named; and in the "Call Book" of the manor of 
Crosley, in Allerton, for 1780 the name of Jeremiah, or 
Jeremy, occurs. Joshua, in about 1775, was the occupier 
of New Close Farm in Thornton, though, apparently, 
living at Bailey Fold."' Also in the 1780 "Call Book" 
Roger Robertshaw of Allerton Lanes, piecemaker, and 
Abram Robertshaw of Grange are listed. 

Yet another old Allerton homestead is Moorhouse 
which, according to a plan in the Bradford Central 
Public Library," was occupied in 1758 by Roger Robert-
shaw. On December 15, 1800 Roger, or another of the 
same name, entered into an agreement 117 with Benjamin 
Ferrand of St Ives, Bingley whereby Ferrand let to 
Roger the messuage called Moorhouse, with closes of 
land, for thirteen years at a rent of £5 yearly. Beyond 
saying that according to another Ferrand family docu-
ment" James Robertshaw was the occupier of Moor-
house Farm in 1841, I have nothing further to add on 
the Moorhouse Robertshaws. 

William Cudworth, in his Round About Bradford, 
published in 1876, discusses Shuttleworth Hall, at Fair-
weather Green in Allerton. He says that it was occupied 

74. Surely 'Bradford' in this title is an error for Bradford was not incor-
porated as a borough till 1847. 

x. Thornton township surveyor's sketch books. Bradford Central Public 
Library: Map Collection, no. 1450 B21. 

16. No. 1266 B18. 
17. Ferrand Manuscripts, Series A, no. 93. 
18. Ibid., Series C, no. 151. 
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by Joshua Robertshaw for several years in the third 
quarter of last century. He was there in 1855 and was 
still in occupation when Cudworth's book was published. 

CONCLUSION 

On Rooley Lane, near Bankfoot, Bradford was a 
house known as Rooley Hall. It was built early in 
the seventeenth century and, together with adjoining 
farm buildings, was pulled down about the year 1930 
to make way for a private housing estate. In 1639 
Jonathan Robertshawe, of Woodhouse in North Bier-
ley, clothier, purchased the hall for £200 and soon 
afterwards went to live there. However, in 1650 he sold 
it to Captain Dixon, of Civil War fame, previously of 
Heaton Royds, Bradford.'9 With some fifty others 
Robertshawe in 1641 was a petitioner in a move to 
defend the rights of the Bradford Free, or Grammar, 
School. To this end the petitioners undertook to pay a 
voluntary rate." 

The churchwardens of Bradford Parish Church in 
1669 paid William Robertshaw 2s. 9d. for repairing the 
church gates.2' Mention of Bradford Church is a re-
minder that in March 1720 Ann Robertshaw is named 
in a document as formerly occupying a house near the 
Kirkbridge.22 

Under date October 14, 1762 is an item, "for quarter-
age: Wilsden Hill, by Jeremiah Robertshaw, 8s. lOd.". 
This record is mentioned in an account of Kirkgate 
Chapel, Bradford .23 Again in connection with this 
chapel there is this reference under the year 1787: "In 
the Bradford Circuit during the ministry of Messrs 
Collins and Robertshaw several. . . dissensions arose.24 

19. Bradford Antiquary, New Series, pt. xxii, 40. 
20. Ibid., New Series, pt. xvi, 80. 21. Ibid., New Series, pt. v, 479. 
22. Hailstone Manuscripts, box 7, no. 12. Bradford Central Public Library. 
23. Bradford Antiquary, New Series, pt. vi, 73. 24. Ibid., pt. vii, 215. 
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It is a far cry from the West Riding to New Zealand 
where a branch of the Robertshaw family is settled, 
and it is on this line that these annals close. About the 
year 1910 to 1912 Harry Speight, Yorkshire historian 
and genealogist, was commissioned to search for Robert-
shaw family material. He apparently had a clue or two 
to guide him, one of which was that a certain William 
Robertshaw was born in Yorkshire, and probably the 
West Riding, in 1766-67. This William died in London 
in May, 1805, aged thirty-eight years and was buried 
at St George's Church, Hanover Square. His widow 
was Ann, formerly Mason, whom he had married in 
1794, and they had a son, James Mason Robertshaw, 
born in 1795. 

In 1824 a hosiery and flannel manufacturing busi-
ness, under the style of Robertshaw and Company, 
existed at 99 and 100, Oxford Street, London. It was 
owned by James Robertshaw (grandfather of the Rev. 
Edward Robertshawe of New Zealand who gave the 
commission to Speight) and William Morris, second 
husband of Ann and step-father of James. The latter 
married, in 1820 or 1821, Mary, daughter of George 
Verey and Mary Hopton, who farmed 600 acres at 
Willesden. James and Mary had a son, George Morris 
Robertshawe, who married Mary Hannah Emerson in 
1844, and the Rev. Edward Robertshawe was a child of 
this marriage.25 
I find that a coat-of-arms was granted by the College 

of Heralds on January 17, 1917 in connection with 
which the Rev. Edward Robertshawe, Vicar of Danne-
ville, New Zealand is mentioned.26 He was born in 1857, 
married Augusta, daughter of William Knight in 1881 
and died in 1917, the year the grant was made, but 
whether to him or to his sons I do not know. In 1930 
the sons were Ralph Hopton Robertshawe, born 1885, 
Kenelm Frederick Robertshawe, born 1887, and Noel 
Francis Robertshawe, born 1888. 

25. Speight Papers. Bradford Central Public Library. 
26. A. C. Fox-Davies, Armorial Families, 1930. 
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It is perhaps significant that Harry Speight searched 
the registers of the undermentioned West Riding non-
conformist chapels in his quest for the baptismal entry 
of William Robertshaw: Southgate Presbyterian, Eli-
and; Northgate End Presbyterian, Halifax; Square 
Independent, Halifax; Warley (Halifax) Independent; 
and Kipping Independent, Thornton, Bradford. 

This chronicle of quite ordinary folk could not have 
been written without the assistance of others, even 
though, since about 1930, I have collected material of 
many kinds, much of which has not been incorporated 
here. Such unused material includes references in 
church and chapel registers and on tombstones in burial 
grounds in and around Bradford, as well as in deeds, 
fines and wills in the York Probate Registry. 
I am indebted chiefly to Sir Ballin Robertshaw, of 

Beaulieu, Hampshire, and to Mr G. Hollingshead, of 
Allerton, to both of whom I express my thanks. The 
latter has collected information of a diverse nature 
relating to the township of Allerton, to which I have 
had unrestricted access. 



THE IRISH IN VICTORIAN BRADFORD 

BY C. RICHARDSON, B.Sc. (EcoN.) 

BRADFORD's population is ethnically amongst the 
most diverse in Yorkshire. It includes Asians, Afri-
cans, West Indians, East Europeans and Irish. 

Students of urban history are aware that where large 
numbers of migrants are concerned they exhibit behav-
ioural patterns which relate to the economic circum-
stances, prejudices, fears and cultural values of the host 
and migrant communities involved. These interactingAj 
factors often manifest themselves in the formation of 
more or less homogeneous social and/or ethnic quarters. 
In fact present-day Bradford provides a field laboratory 
for the study of complex ethnic situations. We have a 
better understanding of the hates and fears of the 
'native Bradfordian' and the intruding Irish migrant of 
the nineteenth century because of what we see of the 
problem at first hand in Bradford today. 

This article deals with the development of the nine-
teenth century Irish quarters in Bradford, the associ-
ated environmental conditions and considers some of 
the factors which influenced their formation. 

Bradford's population increased from 13,264 in 1801 
to 279,761 in 1901. A large proportion of this increase 
was due to migration. In 1841, immigrants from out-
side Yorkshire numbered 6,903 (10.2% of the popu-
lation) in the four central townships of Bradford, 
Horton, Bowling and Manningham, and 22,556 (over 
20%) in 1851. These migrants came from all parts of 
the British Isles and a small but influential commercial 
group came from Germany. The latter were wealthy 
and contrasted with the large poverty-stricken Irish 
migrant population which, in 1851, numbered 9,581 for 
the parish. Nearly all of the Irish migrants were con-
centrated in the four central townships named above, 
where they made up 8% of the population in 1851. 
By the latter date Bradford parish had 26% of the Irish 
migrants in Yorkshire which was more than any other 
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West Riding parish.' The figures for first-generation 
Irish migrants for the remainder of the nineteenth cen-
tury are given in Table 1. The noticeable fall in 1861 
is discussed below. 

Table 1: First-generation Irish migrants in Bradford, I85I_I9oI.2 

Year Parish population 
born in Ireland 

Ik 
1851 9,581 
1861 6,761 
1871 8,371 
1881 7,864 
1891 5,352 

Catholic Irish began to come into Protestant Brad-
ford in the late eighteenth century,, though evidence of 
this has largely to be gleaned from scattered informa-
tion based on the identification of personal names.4 The 
Bradford Canal Date Book of 1771-1776 and the Brad-
ford Directory of 1792, each list three men with Irish 
nmes,,and the 1811 Directory has four Irish names.' 

The history of the Irish in Bradford is closely linked 
with that of the Catholic Church in the town. Thus we 
can add to our knowledge of this early migrant popu-
lation by reference to the records of the mother church 
of Bradford's Catholics, Mount Saint Mary's, Stott Hill, 
which was built in 1825. This was the only Catholic 
church in the tQtn until the building of St Patrick's in 

i. Census of Great Britain z8i. Population Tables Vol. II, pt. ix, York-
shire, p.732. 

2. Decennial Census of Great Britain 1851-1901. 
3. See P. Grogan History of the Parish of St Mary's R.C. Church (1967) 

quoting the vicar of Bradford 1735: "I know of none (i.e. papist) except 
Alice, the wife of Wm. Cottum, Broker, of Bradford". Two others are 
referred to in 1753. 

4. E. McLysaught Historical Guide to Irish Personal Names is valuable in 
this connection and has been used in this article. 

. Day Book of Abraham Balme 1771-1776, Bradford Canal (Bradford 
Central Reference Library). 

6. Universal British Directory London (1792) p.439 and Holden's Trien-
nial Directory 5th Edition, London 1811, p.55. 
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1853. Table 2 has been compiled from the baptismal 
and marriage registers of St Mary's between 1825 and 
1845. A number of points are apparent from this analy-
sis: (1) that a substantial Catholic population existed 
in Bradford in 1825; (ii) from personal-name evidence, 
it would seem that between two-thirds and three-
quarters of this population was of Irish origin; (iii) the 
analysis also indicates that the population remained 
relatively stable between 1825 and 1835, after which it 
began to increase, until the flood-tide of the late 1840's. 
This view is supported by the evidence of the priests 
of St Mary's. For example, Father Murphy estimated 
that his Bradford congregation in 1830 included "about 
400-500 who came from Ireland in order to work as 
woolcombers or spinners in the factories".7 The Rev. 
M. Kaye, priest of St Mary's, commented that the con-
gregation amounted to about two or three thousand in 
1837.'° The 1841 census of Ireland showed that there 
were 1,868 Irish living in Bradford township (5%)" 
but this total excludes the Irish-born population living 
in Little Horton, for which figures were not published. 
The reasonable estimate for 1841, therefore, would lie 
between two and three thousand Irish. 

Table 2: Average annual number of baptisms and marriages 
for the R.C. Church of St Mary's, Bradford, I825-I845. 

Baptisms Marriages 

'Irish' Total 'Irish' Total 
Year names named 

spouses 

1825-29 559 869 209 32 
1830-34 60 81 11 16 
1835-39 94 117 31 42 
1840-45 146 173 42 58 

7. Evidence given in Report on the state of the Irish Poor in Great Britain 
1835, App. G, p.25. 

8. Derived from the Baptismal and the Marriage Registers of Mount St 
Mary's R.C. Church 1825-1853. 

9. These figures include a few from Halifax and Huddersfield, as St 
Mary's parish included these places until 1827 and 1828 respectively. 

io. Bradford Observer 26th November 1837. 
ii. Census of Ireland 1841, p.LXXXVIII. 
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It would be wrong to over-emphasise the catholic-
ness of this population. The census enumerations in-
clude a smattering of names of prominent Irish protes-
tants, e.g., the incumbent and curate of the Anglican 
parish church, and in 1861, a protestant missionary. 
Irish protestantism was sufficiently strong to produce 
an Orange movement in the town, which when it met 
its Hibernian counterpart, came to blows. For example, 
it was reported that in the Coronation Day procession 
of July, 1838: "The most extraordinary feature of the 
procession was the Catholic and Orange Societies form-
ing part of the same procession without falling out in 
any way. It has been stated that such an occurrence has 
not been known since the Battle of the Boyne"."' 

11 

y migration 

Table 3: Estimates of the phasing of the migration 
of Irish families into Bradford before i86i.'3 

Irish families in Bradford 

No. % of total 

Prior to 1830 46 2.5 
1830-1834 94 5.2 
1835-1840 187 10.4 
1841-1845 294 16.4 
1846-1851 236 13.0 
1851-1855 31 1.2 
1856-1861 36 2.0 

In 1851 

In 1861 

12. Bradford Observer July 1838 also Bradford Observer 27/5/1844. Report 
of Orange Riot, and Editorial 5/6/1851. See Senior, H: Orangeism in 
Ireland, App. C. p. 304, quoting Report on Orange Lodges IV Report 
from Select Committee in Gt. Britain 1835: Bradford & District had 
18 Orange Lodges with total membership of 444 i.e. stronger than any 
other town in Yorkshire. 

13. This table is based on the age and birthplace of children given in the 
Census enumerators' manuscript returns for Bradford in 1851 and 
1861. It gives minimal figures and the dates are approximate. For 
example, the statistics exclude childless families, and those where the 
children had dispersed. Also one must expect a time lag between the 
birth of children and the family's migration. Prior to 1840 the estimate 
of family movement relates to the age of the youngest child born in 
Ireland during the period stated; and for the period 1841-1861 to the 
age of the youngest child born outside Ireland during the period. 
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By 1851 there were 9,581 Irish-born inhabitants of 
the parish (26% of the county total). Of these 8,687 
lived in the central built-up parts of the parish. After 
the flood of Irish into the town during the 1840's there 
was a decline in immigration, which is apparent in 
Table 1. Table 3 gives minimal estimates of the phasing 
of the migration prior to 1861, supporting the evidence 
of Table 2, viz., that Irish migration began to increase 
after 1835, but before the Famine. 

Most striking, however, is the sharp fall in the 
numbers of Irish-born during the decade 1851-61. In 
1851, the Irish-born population of Bradford consisted 
of 4,208 males and 4,479 females (giving a ratio of 
50/50)' but in 1861, a decided male/female imbalance 
had developed, namely: 2,397 males to 3,629 females 
(roughly 40/60) . 15 The consequence of this is demon-
strated in the number of fatherless families amongst 
the first generation Bradford Irish in 1861 (Table 4). 
Deaths among the Irish-born population of the town 
in 1851 could have accounted for an estimated reduc-
tion of nearly 1,900 during the decade 1851-1861, but 
much of it must have resulted from outward migration. 116 

Table 4: Fatherless families in the 
Bradford Irish population in 1861. 

Status of Mother Families 
No. % 

Unmarried 122 6.6 
Husband absent 42 2.3 
Widow 331 18.2 

14. From 1851 Census Enumerators' manuscript returns for Bradford. 
i. From i86i Census Enumerators' manuscript returns for Bradford. 
16. Derived from the Register of Burials in Bradford Catholic Cemetery 

1857-1861 and the return of the Catholic congregations of St Mary's 
and St Patrick's from which has been computed a 'death rate' of 24.8/ 
1,000. This compares with the Bradford Medical Officer's Report for 
1859, which gave a rate for Bradford of 20.8/1,000. After allowing for 
the abnormal age structure of the first-generation Irish population in 
1851, at the rate of 24.8/1,000 we arrive at an estimate of 1,893 deaths 
among the Irish during the decade. This, and the falling off in the 
number of new immigrants, no doubt account for some of the decline. 



THE IRISH IN VICTORIAN BRADFORD 299 

It should be added that there was an active Bradford 
movement to repatriate its Irish, some measure of 
which may be derived from the pages of the Bradford 
Observer and from the minutes of the local Board of 
Guardians. 17 It would seem, however, that in addition 
to movement resulting from this kind of pressure, some 
may be explained by fathers working away from home, 
and some, by dispersal of the 2,817 lodgers which occu-
pied the Irish quarters in 1851. The Irish lodger popu-
lation in 1861 was down to 743. It is noteworthy that in 
spite of the overall decline in the number of first-gener-
ation migrants, the number of Irish-born and their chil-
dren remained about the same: 10,665 (1351) and 9,945 
(1861), due to the increase of children of Irish paren-
tage born outside Ireland, from 1,978 in 1851 to 3,920 
in 1861. 

The social effect of the large number of fatherless 
families is reflected in the high infant mortality rate. 
Infant deaths made up half of the deaths in the Irish 
population during the 1860's. The frequent references 
in the local Press to child accidents at home and the 
high crime rates, are further consequences which may 
be mentioned." As can be seen from Table 3, migration 
into Bradford during the eighteen-fifties had fallen to 
about one-tenth of the 1845-51 rate but Table 1 indi-
cates that it was resumed by 1871. 

17. Bradford Board of Guardians Minutes 3 Dec 1847: "Resolved that all 
Irish and Scotch applicants for relief be forthwith passed home". The 
cost of removing the Irish between March 1848 and December 1848 
was £255 13s. 9d. (Minutes 1849). Bradford Observer 1851 on mi-
gration to Australia and January 1860—Letter from J. S. Colefax J.P. 
Aldermanbury: "Let popery levy her own poor rate upon the members 
of her own church only. . . I know it would be a great relief to Pro-
testants' pockets. . . it is from her ranks that the vast proportion of 
the paupers comes". 

18. St Mary's Register of Burials 1857-1861 (Leeds Road Catholic Ceme-
tery) Bradford M.O.'s Report 1872: "The high infant death rate is due 
to the putting out of children to nurse by mothers engaged in mills 
and factories." 

L 
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By 1851, distinct 'Irish quarters' could be identified 
Their distribution is shown in Figure P9 and their Irish 
populations are given in Table 5. These quarters in-
cluded streets in which all, or most, of the houses were 
occupied by Irish families, their relatives and/or lodgers. 
They contained 80% of the Irish-born population in 
1851 and 1861. For these quarters the average number 
of Irish per street was seventy-one in 1851 and thirty-
seven in 1861, indicating an improvement between these 
dates. This measure of concentration compares with an 
average of eight per street in 1851 and five per street 
in 1861 in the areas where the Irish lived outside the 
Irish quarters. In evaluating Table 5 and Figure 1, it 
should be borne in mind that the data refers to Irish-
born populations. As can be deduced from personal-
name study of directories and church registers, these 
areas were already heavily populated by people of Irish 
origin. 

Perhaps the most striking conclusion to be drawn 
from Table 5 is that the quarters defined elsewhere by 
the author from the data of the 1851 enumeration were 
established as early as 1841 and that they persisted as 
strong Irish concentrations until 1861.20 Such move-
ment as may be deduced from a comparison of the 
number of streets occupied between 1851 and 1861, 
occurred largely as 'infilling' of new streets within the 
established quarters and to the peripheral extension of 
the quarters. This was specially so in the Bedford Street 
and Wapping areas. Mill Bank was largely swept away 
with the clearance involved in the construction of Sun-
bridge Road in the early 1860's and parts of the Nelson 
Court area had ceased to be residential by the end 
of the century. The central heavily congested tract in 
area B (Goit Side) was re-developed after 1861, but its 
population spilled over into the immediately adjacent 

19. From C. Richardson, "Irish Settlement in Mid-nineteenth century 
Bradford", Yorkshire Bulletin for Economic and Social Research Vol. 
20, No. 1, May 1968. 

20. C. Richardson op. cit. 
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Table 5: The Distribution of Irish in the 
Irish quarters of Bradford, I84I_I86I.21 

Map 
Key Name of Quarter 

�
�
o
,l
l
m
o
n
w
>
 

184122 1851 23 

Pop. % Streets % Pop. Y. Streets 

18612 4 

Pop. % 

Black Abbey &WhiteAbbey 25 8 21 6 409 5 19 5 381 6 
Goit Side 74 26 17 5 2,334 27 18 5 1,237 21 
Mill Bank 6 2 7 2 315 4 6 2 162 3 
Nelson Court 59 21 4 1 535 6 5 1 336 6 
Adelaide Street - - 17 5 1,170 14 10 3 624 10 
New Leeds - - 8 2 193 2 4 1 44 1 
Wapping 50 17 18 5 849 10 28 7 854 14 
Bedford Street - - 21 6 1,025 12 38 10 1,162 19 

Total: A - H 

Total all streets in which 
Irish lived 

214 74 113 32 6,830 79 128 34 4,800 80 

290 100 356 tOO 8,687 100 384 100 6,025 100 

streets of Longlands Street and Longcroft Place, intensi-
fying their predominantly Irish quality. They formed 
part of the Goit Side quarter shown on Figure 1. 

Scrutiny of the Electoral Register for 1901 shows 
that, with the exception of the parts which had been 
taken over for warehouse and industrial uses, the Irish-
ness of the quarters shown in Figure 1 continued into 
the present century. In most of the streets which housed 
large numbers of Irish in 1861, electors with Irish 
names made up between one-quarter and one-third of 
the total electorate in 1901. The Longlands Street and 
Longcroft Place section of the Goit Side quarter was 
cleared at the beginning of the present century, but 432 
of its mainly Irish population of 1,357 were re-housed 
on the same site.25 Thus the Irish quality of Bradford's 
main Irish quarter was perpetuated in the town's first 
municipal housing scheme. But the most persistent 

21. See Figure 1. 
22. Derived from addresses of spouses in St Mary's Marriage Register 1841-

1845. The figures are slightly less than the total given in the Register, 
as addresses were either vague, or too general in some instances. This 
can be treated as a fairly reliable sample since it covers 90% of the 
entries in the register. 

23. From i85i Census Enumerators' manuscript returns. The term streets, 
here includes alleys and courts. Only streets with over eight Irish 
persons have been included in the data for areas A-H. 

24. From i86z Census Enumerators' manuscript returns. The same remarks 
as for note 22 above apply here. 

25. Medical Officer of Bradford's Report referred to in: Bradford Observer 
14 Sept. 1898, and in F. Brockway: Socialism over Sixty Years, p. 50. 

Li 
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reminder of the existence of the Irish concentrations 
lies in the Catholic church and school distributions. 
For obvious reasons, the Catholic church distribution 
corresponds closely to the distribution of the Catholic 
parishioners. Further, the phasing of new church build-
ing relates closely to the movement of the Catholic 
population to other parts of the town. It is an indication 
of the stability of these quarters that four of the first 
five Catholic churches to be built in Bradford during 
the nineteenth century were located inside, or on the 
edge of, existing Irish quarters, so as to be as near as 
possible to their congregations as land availability 
would permit .21 It is significant that all of the remain-
ing sixteen Catholic churches of Bradford were built 
during the inter- and post-war periods, when slum 
clearance schemes and new council house building were 
bringing about a dispersal of population from the 
former Irish quarters to Bradford's outer suburbs. 

The socio-economic standing of the first-generation 
Irish migrants influenced residential location. This is 
abundantly clear from the sources discussed so far. A 
tiny minority, which included doctors, clergy, teachers 
and a handful of merchants lived in the better parts 
of the town. They numbered about twenty-five in the 
1851 Census enumeration and about sixty in the 1861 
count. The majority of first-generation Irish living out-

side the Irish quarters were either servants, or the wives 
of non-Irish husbands. In fact, one could postulate that 
a few women were able to raise their social status and 
to escape from the congested Irish quarters through 
marriage. In the 1861 enumeration, the Irish wives of 
non-Irish husbands. included: five wool merchants, an 

26. The one exception was St Cuthbert's, Wilmer Road built in 1891. It 
served the high class residential area of Manningham. Even here it was 
not too remote from Area A. The other nineteenth-century churches 
were: St Mary's, Stott Hill, built 1825 and removed to present site on 
East Parade, but both sites accessible to areas B and G; St Patrick's, 
Westgate, built 1852, serving areas A, B, and C; St Joseph's, Pakington 
Street, built 1887, on the edge of Area E; and St Ann's, Guy Street, 
built 1892, serving Area H. 
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inspector of mines, an accountant, a publisher and 
several shopkeepers. This fact is further suggested by 
the numerical preponderance of Irish-born females over 
Irish-born males outside the Irish quarters, viz., two to 
one, compared with three to two for the Irish quarters. 

For the most part, the first-generation Irish settlers 
listed in the 1851 census enumeration were poor un-
skilled workers. In those industries which employed 
most of the migrants who had come during the eighteen-
forties and eighteen-fifties there had been a progressive 
decline in weekly wage levels. As an example, the wages 
of woolcombers fell from 13s. 821d. per week in 183727 
to between lOs. and 12s. per week in 1863.28 During 
this period this occupation had passed from the home-
based handicraft stage to that of a factory-based 
machine industry. The result of the introduction of 
machinery into woolcombing by the eighteen-forties had 
a drastic effect on those still dependent on hand-comb-
ing. Wages in hand-combing, where one in seven of the 
1851 Irish-born population was employed, had fallen 
to 7s. per week for adult males by the late eighteen-
forties.29 

It is evident, however, that some of those who had 
come earlier had been able to establish themselves in 
the economic and cultural life of the town. Church 
records and trade directories provide evidence that 
some Irish occupied positions of status and affluence, 
which affected where they could afford to live. This con-
trasted with the conditions of the desperately poor 
migrants who had fled from the evictions of the eighteen-
thirties and eighteen-forties, and from the Famine after 
1845. For example, we find that seventeen of the twenty-
three names of people connected with the financing of 
the building of St Patrick's church in 1852 were Irish.3° 

27. Board of Trade Returns of Wages 1882-1886, H.M.S.O. 1887, p. 177. 
28. Board of Trade op. cit., p. 247. 
29. Bradford Observer 29 Sept. 1848 and 15 May 1851. 
30. Subscription list and Committee membership list for St Patrick's 

Church Fund in Catholic Archives, Curial Office, Leeds. 
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Some of them are identified in Table 6. Needless to say 
that persons named in the Table did not live in the Irish 
quarters. 

Table 6: Particulars of contributors to the building 
of St Patrick's R.C. Church built in 1852.3' 

Name Address 

M. Mahoney 4, Piccadilly 
R. O'Leary Manchester Rd 
G. Duggan Old Market 
V. Rochfort32 Union Passage 
G. Alderson Ivegate 
Mr. Byrne Market Street 

Occupation Donation 

Woolstapler 
Surgeon 
Stuff Merchant 
Hatter and Hosier 
Grocer 
Furnishing & General 

£50 
£50 
£10 
£30 
£30 
£30 

Ironmonger 
Mr. Scully Ironmonger £20 
Mr. Egan (Could not be identified in directory because no initials 

given in church list, but there were two Messrs. Egans - a 
gunsmith and a shoesmith). 

The list includes: Messrs. Byron £50; J. Ellis £35; Murray £15; 
Dowling £25; McNulty £10 (Miss McNulty £10); Jno. Alderson (and 
wife) £10; Norris £10; Gilchrist £10; Smithies £10; and Eyre £100. 

It would be wrong to imply that leadership among 
the Bradford Irish came only from these early Irish-
members of the local 'establishment'. This quality also 
found its outlet in early working class movements. 
Nelson Court, which had one of the heaviest concen-
trations of Irish, 33 was a centre of Chartist activity. 
George Flinn, one of the Bradford leaders lived there, 
and two of the locations of meetings mentioned at the 
trial of the Bradford Chartists in 1841, were in John 
Smith's orange cellar, and in Mrs Hargreaves' beer 
shop, both in Nelson Court. AP 

From name evidence it is likely that at least two of 
the six woolcombers' leaders, who investigated and re-

31. Subscription list op. cit. and Lund's Directory bf Bradford 1856. 
32. V. Rochfort was also active in politics. He spoke at a meeting of the 

Bradford Reform Society (Titus Salt in the chair) on Irish Municipal 
Corporation Act - report Bradford Observer 1837. See also Bradford 
Observer 12 Sept. 1898, article on Roman Catholics in Bradford. 

33. Forty-eight of the fifty-one occupied houses in Nelson Court contained 
first-generation Irish in 1861. 
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ported on the housing conditions of this unfortunate 
group of domestic workers in 1845, were Irish34. The 
investigators were: Messrs. Carr, Dowson, Dewhirst, 
Flynn, Howe and Sparr. 

The Irish quarters were distinguished by a number 
of environmental characteristics, namely: very high 
population densities, mostly over 250 persons to the 
acre, see Figure 2;11 the occupation of houses by more 
than one family, or their sharing with lodgers; 
numerous persons per room; appalling health con-
ditions, revealed in high specific disease mortality from 
fevers and tuberculosis, and high infant death rates; 
an absence of clean water supply during the middle 
years of the century; a lack of facilities for disposing 
of human and household wastes; bad housing; and 
poor street layouts. There was also a high crime rate 
among the Irish and some correlation of illegitimacy 
and prostitution with the Irish areas .3' As well as being 

Table 7: A Comparison of the number 
of Irish families per house, 1851-1861.37 

1851 1861 
Families 
per No. of No. of 
house families families 

1 1,049 77 1,570 88 
2 204 15 206 11 
3 72 5 39 2 
4 19 3) 
5 2 1. under 
6 and over 2J 1J 1 
Total j354 100 1,820 100 

34. Woolcombers' Report on the Housing Conditions of the Bradford 
Handcombers reported in Bradford Observer 12 Dec. 1845. 

35. The main concentrations of Goit Side and Nelson Court had densities 
of over 800 p. p. ac. and 500 P. p. ac., respectively, in 1851. When the 
Longlands Street and Longcroft Place area was cleared in c;1900 it had 
a density of 301 p. p. ac., see Bradford Observer 14 Sept. 1898. Fig. 2 
is taken from C. Richardson bc cit. 

36. For example Bradford Observer 29 May 1851 and 12 June 1851 on 
brothels; crime discussed below. Illegitimacy rates: Bradford West 
1/11; Bradford South 1/11; Little Horton 1/6; Bradford East 1/31; 
Allerton 1/28; Great Horton 1/21: M.O. Report 1884. 

37. 1851 and 1861 Census Enumerators' manuscript returns. 

t 
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dominated by one ethnic group these were, socially, 
one-class areas, occupied by the lowest-paid least-skilled 
workers. 

The spread of the Irish population into other streets, 
the departure of large numbers of lodgers and the 
absence of menfolk, presumed working away, provided 
a temporary reduction in overcrowding between 1851 
and 1861. This is evident from Table 7, but multiple 
occupation of houses was still common enough in 1861, 
when 14% of the households contained at least two 
families. Many of the 1,570 families shared their house 
with lodgers. The lodger population was 2,817 in 1851 
and 743 in 1861. The evidence of the enumeration shows 
that the main areas of multiple-occupation of houses 
occurred in the Goit Side and Nelson Court areas. 

The Woolcombers' Report of 1845, which covered 
350 houses, nearly all in the Irish quarters, gave details 
of the housing conditions, indicating gross over-crowd-
ing where large families occupied single rooms. Very 
often, they shared these with adult lodgers who were 
not members of the same family. The average number 
of persons per room in this report was 5.5. Many fami-
lies - lived in cellar rooms. Mill Bank had one house 
in which thirty-three individuals shared seven beds. 
Nearby in Thompson's Buildings ninety-five persons 
shared eight rooms and the average number of persons 
per bed was four. In Cannon Street, an Irish street in 
Area G, it was necessary to sub-let beds 'on shift basis', 
because so many people occupied the house. 38 

Dr Bell, the Bradford Poor Lawdoctor, reported in 
1861, that Vincent Street, 39 Green Aire Place and the 
Leys, all in the Goit Side area, accommodated 1,450 
people in 230 houses. These people had between them: 
435 beds and thirty-six privies, giving averages of six 
persons per house, three per bed and forty per privy.40 

38. Woolcombers' Report, op. cit. 
39. Formerly Thompson's Buildings (see above). 
40. Karl Marx Capital 4th Edition edited F. Engels 1891, p. 679. 
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Marx also referring to overcrowding in Bradford, names 
twenty-five addresses, fifteen of which were in the main 
Irish settlement areas. Here, the average was ten per-
sons per room and in the case of the cellar dwellings, 
seven per room .4' The conditions of overcrowding per-
sisted through the century. It was almost inevitable, as 
the small house was the typical form of accommodation 
being built. 42 

The house arrangements can be seen from the large 
scale maps of the time. Typically, they consisted of 
back-to-back houses grouped around a narrow court 
or alley, and approached by a narrow covered passage. 
They were often not paved, so that filth accumulated 
and they were not sewered. Even when an attempt was 
made to regulate the house layout by means of bye-
laws, back-to-back houses continued to be permitted. 43 

The Irish streets, in common with other poor parts 
of Bradford, lacked paving, water supply and drains. 
The Woolcombers' Report '44 provided lurid descrip-
tions of the squalor of Bradford's 'built environment' 
in the eighteen-forties. Its evidence of the lack of sani-
tation, of bad housing and their consequences, is sup-
ported by that of the Borough Surveyor, who, in his 
report of 1853, singled out the worst streets in that year. 
Of the twenty-seven streets he named, seventeen were 
'Irish'.45 

That these poor conditions persisted is clear from 
the Borough Council reports referring to privy pro-
visions, cellar closures, and to proceedings against 

41. Karl Marx op. cit. p. 662. The Bradford Council Annual Reports of 
Meetings give addresses of closures of cellar dwellings almost annually 
throughout the century. A large number of these were in the Irish 
quarters. 

42. 298 of the 674 houses (44%) approved in 1864 and 1865, had no more 
than four rooms per house, including cellars, sculleries, attics. Reports 
of Meetings of Bradford Council 1864 to i86. 

43. The Byelaws of i86o laid down standards for the construction of back-
to-backs, but allowed housing schemes approved before 1860 to proceed. 
233 streets came within the terms of this provision. Reports of Council 
Meetings 1853-60. 

44. Woolcombers' Report, op. cit. 
45. Report of Meeting of Bradford Council 1853. 
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neglectful landlords. They appear throughout the cen-
tury. For example, in 1875, the builder of houses in 
Undercliffe Street, Barkerend (Area G), was fined 5s. 
with 8s. costs for failing to provide proper sanitation. 
Another builder was fined lOs. for failing to build lava-
tories for a row of houses he had constructed and had 
allowed to be occupied. 46 

The supply of drinking water was inadequate and 
expensive. It was delivered in carts at a cost of Id. for 
three gallons in the eighteen-forties. 47 In the supply of 
water Bradford experienced crisis after crisis as the ex-
panding textile industry competed with the growing 
population for the limited local water resources. It was 
therefore necessary to stop the washing of streets and to 
close down the public baths and washhouses during 
times of drought. There was no main piped sewerage 
until 1864 and foul matter found its way into the Brad-
ford Beck and the Goit, which flowed through the heart 
of the most densely settled Irish quarter of Goit Side. 

The overcrowding of the Irish into Bradford's poor-
est areas intensified the squalor. The weakness of the 
public health laws, the lack of staff to supervise, and 
the slackness of the councils and magistrates in dealing 
with landlords and irresponsible speculators resulted in 
the creation of residential areas which were slums before 
they were occupied. The deadly character of these areas 
can be deduced from the official reports of the Medical 
Officer and from independent reports such as that of 
the Woolcombers'. The lack of drainage and means of 
waste disposal in the ill-lit, ill-ventilated courts and 
alleys, fouled as they were by human and other waste, 
provided the conditions in which disease organisms and 
their carriers flourished. The mortality figures for Brad-
ford are given in Table 8, showing, that as the century 

46. Bradford Observer 11/9/1875 and 23/10/1875. 
47. Health of Towns Committee Report Vol. I, 1844, p. xxiv. 
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progressed, the environment deteriorated from what was 
already an appallingly low standard in the eighteen-
forties. 

The children, who were the weakest and most sensi-
tive of the population, were the principal sufferers from 
the effects of Bradford's lethal environment. (Smoke 
pollution was a very serious environmental problem, 
especially in the New Leeds area). The death rate 
among the Irish was higher than that for the town as 
a whole during the eighteen-fifties and 'sixties. Their 
children made up half of the Irish deaths.48 In West 
Ward, including the area of Goit Side, in 1895, the 
infant death rate was 329/1,000 live births, and in 
South Ward, it was 386/1,000. The latter area included 
Nelson Court and Bedford Street areas. In contrast, the 
non-Irish, part-rural wards of Ailerton, Bolton and 
Great Horton had rates of 100, 135 and 149 per 1,000 
live births respectively.49 When the Longlands Street-

Table 8: Mortality in Bradford, 1840-1900.5° 

Deaths Infant Death 
Death rate Infants rate per 1000 
per 1,000 Total under under 1 

Year all ages Deaths one year living 

1840 21 3,041 1,543 170 
1855 22 2,673 * * 

1860 21 2,360 1,039 * 

1865 27 3,454 * * 

1870 27 3,859 2,002 176 
1875 27 4,556 2,278 202' 
1880 31 4,107 1,104 176 
1885 20 3,791 1,892 144 
1890 23 4,982 * 201 
1895 20 4,483 * 203 
1900 20 6,720 945 141 

* Insufficient information for these years 

48. Leeds Road Catholic Cemetery Burial Register 1857-1863. 
49. Bradford Medical Officer's Report 1895. 
50. Health of Towns Report op. cit. for 1840, p. 166; remaining data from 

Bradford Medical Officer's Reports for years stated. 

L4 
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Longcroft Place section of Area B was cleared at the 
beginning of this century it had a crude death rate of 
45/1,000, i.e., more than twice that of Bradford. 51 

Bradford's Medical Officer gave the street location 
of deaths from zymotic diseases (fevers) in his reports 
between 1876 and 1885. These diseases were considered 
preventable as early as the eighteen forties .S2 Five-
hundred-and-sixty-four of the 1,597 fever deaths located 
by the Medical Officer occurred in the Irish streets, and 
414 of these (25%) were in twenty of the streets where 
the Irish were most numerous, viz., A, B, D, and G.53 

It is a significant comment on the behaviour of the 
Bradford Irish, and perhaps on the attitude of the police 
towards them, that the Irish were given special atten-
tion in the Chief Constable's reports for the town. 54 
Table 9 shows that, as with health, there was an environ-
mental deterioration between the 'eighteen-forties and 
the second half of the century, evidenced in the increase 
of crime. From 1860 to 1890 the Irish made up between 
14% and 24% of the population of those brought before 
the magistrates, but they were never more than 8% of 
the Bradford population. Assaults on the police, drun-
kenness and faction fights were the most common forms 
of misbehaviour. It is possible that the illiterate popu-
lation referred to in the table included people who were 
Irish monoglots, and ,this difficulty in communication 
may have affected relations with the police and the non-
Irish population. 

i. F. Brockway op. cit. p. 50. 
52. Health of Towns Committee Report loc. cit. 
53. Computed from Bradford Medical Officer's Reports 1876-1885. 
54. Chief Constable of Bradford - Annual Reports. For some years he 

distinguished "persons of Irish parentage". 
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Table 9: Crime in Bradford, 1848-1890.55 

Assaults 
on police, 
children 

Total Total Value of and 
Year appre- fined or property common 

hended imprisoned stolen assaults Illiterate Irish 
£ No.% No.% No.% 

1848 780 436 N.A. 411 53 Not available 
1850 707 404 N.A. 301 43 Not available 
1855 775 431 N.A. 197 25 Not available 
1860 1,464 833 N.A. 569 39 276 19 272 19 
1865 2,237 1,205 707 775 35 390 17 315 14 
1870 2,263 1,972 1,855 942 42 903 40 540 24 
1875 2,815 2,153 2,242 987 35 978 35 574 20 
1880 2,811 2,432 723 715 25 606 22 417 15 
1885 2,897 2,002 837 819 28 Not available 
1890 3,664 1,971 925 718 20 301 8 167 5 

P. Davies has shown that the offenders came mostly 
from the congested Irish areas (see Table 10) .51 The 

Table 10: Residence of Criminals in Bradord, 1875.57 

No. of streets 
from which Number 

Irish area offenders came of persons 

Goit Side 10 67 
Bedford Street 2 9 
Mill Bank 1 3 
Black Abbey and 
White Abbey 2 6 
New Leeds 3 24 
Nelson Court 2 12 
Wapping 4 36 
Adelaide Street 2 16 
Total 26 173 

% of total for Bradford - 37 

55. Chief Constable of Bradford - Annual Reports for years indicated. 
Irish were not singled out after 1893. 

56. P. Davies, "Crime, Punishment and Crime Reporting in Bradford 
1875." As yet unpublished. The data are from Police Intelligence given 
weekly in Bradford Observer 1875. 

57. P. Davies op. cit. 

ti 



312 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

pugnacity of the Irish demonstrated in their clashes 
with the police, with non-Irish, and with each other was 
a characteristic to which local magistrates periodically 
made reference. 8 Crime statistics of this kind provide 
a further measure of the poor quality of life in the Irish 
quarters. Their readiness to fight, and drunkenness, 
may go some way towards explaining why the Irish 
were not acceptable as neighbours and the consequent 
tendency for the non-Irish to move out of the Irish 
streets, their place being taken by Irish. From the census 
enumeration, places like Longlands Street and Nelson 
Court seem to have become wholly Irish during the 
decade 1851-1861. The hostile interaction between host 
and migrant communities suggested here, no doubt 
contributed to the segregation of the Irish and the 
evolution of homogeneous ethnic quarters. But segre-
gation is clearly the result of a complex of economic, 
cultural, ethnic and social causes, amongst which in-
come class differences were probably the most impor-
tant in influencing localisation in the poorest parts of 
the town.59 

The detailed occupational structure of Bradford's 
first-generation Irish migrants in 1851 has been exam-
ined by the author.6° It is summarised in Table 11. 
About 9% of the Bradford Irish-born were in the 
lowest-paid groups in 1851. There was greater diversity 
in 1861, but the income position was only slightly better. 
More, for example, were in mining, quarrying and the 
metal manufacturing industries. 

Wages in the occupations listed in Table 11 remained 
low in Bradford and in some jobs, actually declined 
during the period covered by this article. For example, 
in hand woolcombing, weekly wages fell from 13s. 3'd. 
in 1831, to 7s. in 1851. 63 Labourers could expect to earn 

58. For example, Bradford Observer 5th June, 1851. 
59. For a fuller discussion see C. Richardson op. cit. 
6o. C. Richardson loc. Cit., p. 52. 
63. Bradford Observer 15 May, 1851. / 
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Table 11: Summary of main occupational groups in the 
Irish-born population in 1851 compared with i86i. 

61 62 

1851 1861 
Occupation No. % No. % 

Textiles 3,407 40 2,011 33 
Of which: 
Handwoolcombers 1,295 15 Not 

identified 
Labourers 717 8 747 11 
Hawkers 334 4 240 4 
Tailors, needle-workers 369 4 285 5 
Washerwomen . . 

charwomen, servants.. \ 467 5 478 8 
Professional, teachers.. 
managers, etc. .. 86 1 91 1 
Building 
and other crafts .. 114 1 124 2 

about lOs. a week .64 A woman's wage in worsted spin-
ning amounted to 7s. to 8s. a week in 1834, and tailors' 
wages were 18s. to 24s. in 1831. Machine combers earned 
lOs. in 1857 and 15s. per week in 1883; machine weavers' 
wages rose slightly from a maximum of 12s. in 1857 to 
15s. in 1883; and spinners received between 8s. and 14s. 
in 1857, and 9s. to lOs. in 1883. Builders' labourers' 
maximum weekly earnings were 15s. in 1831 and 20s. 5d. 
in 1883.65 In evaluating these weekly earnings we should 
keep in mind Wm. Cudworth's observation that "mech-
anics' wages were nominally 18s. to 22s., but workmen 
might be had at alníost any price." 66 Nevertheless the 
wage differentials between Bradford and places in Ire-
land were of the order of 2s. to 2s. Gd. higher per week 
for labourers; as much as 8s. for tailors; 4s. for mech-
anics, and 2s. to 2s. Gd. for spinners (cotton) and for 
weavers 67 

I 

61. From 1851 Census Enumerators' manuscript returns. 
62. From i86i Census Enumerators' manuscript returns. 

� 64. Bradford Observer 11 May, 1851. 
'65. Board of Trade Returns of Wages 1830-1886, from which most of the 

wage statistics referred to here have been taken. 
66. Wm. Cudworth, The condition of the industrial classes in Bradford and 

District 1887. 
67. Board of Trade op. cit. 

LÁ 
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Cottage rents on the other hand were relatively high 
at around 3s. a week. In the case of the woolcombers, 
or mothers and widows struggling to maintain a family 
of small children, and those on the 3d.-a-day per-head 
parish relief the rent could amount to as much as half 
the family income. For the machine comber it was one-
third. Lodgers paid is. 9d. a week for a bed. 68 These 
pay /rent comparisons therefore, help to explain the 
overcrowding and the multiple occupation of houses 
discussed earlier. The migrant economised in house-
room by doubling, or tripling, the number of families 
in one house. Few families lived without a lodger. 

Whilst comparisons of incomes may throw light on 
the movement of the Irish to places like Bradford, and 
low incomes offer a reason for the overcrowding, they 
do not entirely explain their segregation into the socio-
ethnic quarters. Not least should be mentioned the anti-
Catholic feeling which prevailed in predominantly 
Protestant Bradford towards the 20% Irish Catholic 
minority.' To sectarian antagonisms must be added the 
belief that the Irish were a financial burden on the rate 
payers, which led to efforts to repatriate them. The 
worsening social relationships revealed in the rising 
crime figures among those who could be identified as 
'Irish' made them less acceptable as neighbours, especi-
ally when we remember that fighting, assaults and 
drunkenness figure so largely in the statistics. 

The Irish on the other hand, had come from a rural 
peasant environment. They had difficulties in fitting 
into the industrial urban environment of nineteenth 
century Bradford, and sought companionship, under-
standing and security with their relatives and former 
neighbours from Ireland. The Census enumeration in-
dicates that during the late eighteen-forties and 'fifties, 
more were coming from the western rural counties, than 

68. Bradford Observer 1 May, 1851. 
69. For a fuller discussion of linguistic and social factors, see C. Richardson 

loc. cit. 
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in the earlier period. Proportions from Mayo and Sligo 
made up 14% of the Irish-born population in 1840 ;70 
25% in 1851 ;7t but 37% in 1861.72 Between 75% and 
80% of the population of these two counties was classed 
as agricultural in 1841. The percentage of those who 
were unable to read or write (English?) were 79 
(Mayo) ; 69 (Sligo) ; and in Mayo nearly one-fifth, 
and in Sligo one-eighth, were Irish monoglots.73 There 
is evidence that some of the Bradford Irish could not 
speak English. 74 In one street, Nelson Court, all the 
adult occupants of forty-eight of the fifty-one occupied 
houses, were born in Ireland. But of the 160 first-
generation Irish eighty-three were from Mayo, forty 
from Sligo and thirty-seven from other parts of 
Ireland. 75 

This paper has traced the settlement of Irish in Brad-
ford and their localisation in the town. It has examined 
certain aspects of their living conditions and has 
touched briefly on the economic and social reasons 
which influenced residential location. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century Bradford 
was a Protestant town. Into this industrial urban society 
was intruded a peasant culture whose basis was mainly 
Catholic. This culture maintained its connection with 
Ireland through its kinship ties, and through its politi-
cal and social clubs. The anti-Irish, anti-Catholic atti-
tudes of the non-Irish Bradfordian discouraged assimi-
lation. There developed a vicious spiral of deteriorating 
behaviour within the Irish community and between the 
Irish and non-Irish of Bradford which added to the 
feeling of separateness of migrant and host communi-
ties. By virtue of their numbers the Irish of Bradford 

70. Sample from the Marriage Register of St Mary's R.C. Church 5823-
1853. 

75. Sample from the i8i Census enumeration for Bradford. 
72. Sample from the 1861 Census enumeration for Bradford. 
73. Census of Ireland, 1841 and 1851. 
74. See J. Earnshaw, Records and Reminiscences of St Patrick Parish 1903. 
75. Census Enumerators' manuscript returns i86i. 

L 
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were able to exist as a culturally self-sufficient commun-
ity and as far as the congested conditions of nineteenth 
century Bradford permitted, mutual antagonism led 
to the formation of geographically separated, over-
crowded, insanitary Irish enclaves. The article has 
shown that these ethnic concentrations were recognis-
able in the eighteen-forties and they persisted until the 
end of the century and beyond. 

The Irish sub-culture acquired its own institutions 
in which the Catholic Church played a dominant role, 
providing political and social leadership. Its cultural 
imprint takes tangible form in the surviving scatter of 
churches, chqpels, convents, schools and other cultural 
land uses which reflects the earlier settlement pattern. 
The once-Protestant town now has an estimated 40,000 
Catholics, most of whom are descended from the Irish 
migrants who came to Bradford during Ireland's great-
est agony in the period reviewed above. 

1 



JOHN NICHOLSON: 
UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS 

BY JAMES OGDEN, M.A., B.LITT. 

THE name of John Nicholson is now not widely 
remembered, though according to the article on 
him in the Dictionary of National Biography it 

was once "a 'household word' in the West Riding". He 
achieved fame through his poetry, but deserves to be 
remembered for the tragic story of his life. The present 
article recalls what is necessary to illuminate some 
hitherto unpublished documents, but readers who want 
the whole story must be referred to the "Life" by John 
James, the Bradford historian, and other early memoirs.' 

Nicholson himself sketches his early life in a letter 
to Richard Nichols, who seems to have arranged the 
London publication of Airedale in Ancient Times in 
1825.2 

I was born at Weardley in the parish of Harewood in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire; was removed by my parents to 
Eldwick when 11 weeks old; was taught by my father while 
he was at his work as a woolcomber for my uncle Joseph 
Whitley, so that I was able to read in the Bible before I was 
7 years of age which was almost a prodigy on Romilies moor 
edge. At 11 years of age I was sent to Bingley, a distance of 
2 miles, to Mr Greenwood, Baptist Minister at that place. 
Winter came on and I was placed under a person to be learned 

I. James's "Life", in Poems by 7ohn Nicholson (1844), is the basis of all 
others, of which the best is that by W. G. Hird in The Poetical Works 
of 7ohn Nicholson (1876), the fullest edition of the poems. There is a 
useful though incomplete bibliography by Charles Federer in The Poets 
of Keighley, Bingley, Haworth and District, ed. Charles Forshaw (Brad-
ford, 1891). The most recent outline, "John Nicholson: The Airedale 
Poet", by Oliffe Briant Stokes, with a portrait and other illustrations, 
appeared in The Dalesman, September 1970. 

2. Nichols, one of the family that owned Hewenden Mill where Nicholson 
was then employed, had an office and warehouse in London (informa-
tion from Mr R. H. Fawcett of Wilsden). The letter is in the Scruton 
Collection at Bradford Public Library. In transcribing Nicholson manu-
scripts I have had to compromise between reproducing and regularising 
his erratic punctuation, but I have left the grammar and spelling un-
touched. 

Ii 
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to weave. I still kept reading and got something of the nature 
of the parts of speech. I had an inclination to poetry even from 
a child; which pleased me better than any other composition 
whatever. When 17 years of age my parents permitted me to 
have 8 weeks more schooling. At this time Dr Hartley found me 
in a solitary place, found me to be better learned than he could 
have expected and gave me an opportunity to learn French 
gratis. This offer I excepted, but business called me again from 
school and I had no further opportunity of learning that 
language than by going to Bingley in the evenings to get a 
lesson from any of the young gentlemen who had made greater 
proficiency in the language. 

This was all the schooling I ever had and the little knowl-
edge I have obtained has been got by self application. At 19 
years of age I was maried and books & poetry were almost 
forgoten. I had removed near Bradford for the sake of employ-
ment, when I first became aquainted with some gentlemen 
there who heard I could compose a verse, so gave me a subject 
from the Leeds Mercury in the latter end of the year 1820. It 
was a burlesque on Justice Stocks and Dr Mossman, which 
though it pleased my employers bravely I repented ever after. 
There was now a new theater erected at Bradford. The per-
formers found me out and out of pity to the manager and his 
principle tragic actor I composed The Siege of Bradford, which 
from the novelty of the thing brought an overflowing house!!! 
Thanks hundreds but no money for the author; but as a kind 
of reward they drew up a prospectus which obtained 60 names. 
200 copies were printed but all did not leave me 8. I still 
wrote a verse now & then and when at the request of my 
parents I removed to Harden Beck I bade farewell to writing, 
as I thought, for ever. Here I was send for by my friend and 
patron J. G. Horsfall who encouraged me and advised that 
every hour I had to spare I would employ in writing. 

This account more or less agrees with those of 
Nicholson's biographers. Nicholson was born at Weard-
ley on 29 November 1790. His mother was the daughter 
of Francis Whitley, a prosperous farmer at Eldwick, 
where according to James his father with Whitley's 
assistance "commenced the business of worsted manu-
facture"; Nicholson's account, however, tells us that 
during the poet's childhood his father was still em-
ployed as a woolcomber. Nicholson's great-grandfather 

1 
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Whitley was a friend of John Wesley,3 and his father 
Thomas Nicholson was a prominent Wesleyan and a 
man of some culture. When his family gathered at the 
fireside on winter evenings he read to them not only 
from the Bible but also from the standard poets, par-
ticularly those of a religious bent. "The first poetical 
impressions were made on my infant mind", says 
Nicholson, "by reading Dr Young's Last Day, The 
Grave by Robert Blair, Night Thoughts, Milton, Pope's 
Homer & the rest of the poets of the old school, a very 
large portion of which were committed to memory at 
a very early age. "4 

On Nicholson's education, his account omits one 
point and clarifies others. On the one hand, he says 
nothing of being sent to a school on Rombald's Moor 
kept, according to James, by "a person named Briggs". 
This was at Horncliff House, the ruins of which can 
still be seen, where Joshua Briggs kept a school from 
about 1800 to 1807. He had written a tract, Vice 
Detected and Virtue Rewarded (Leeds, 1788), was 
"prone to rhyming", and came to be regarded in Bail-
don as the village oracle.' In summer he made his 
scholars pull heather to make brooms, which he sold 
to eke out his living, but his teaching continued in the 
open air. On the other hand, Nicholson's biographers 
seem to know nothing of his having been taught by 
Abraham Greenwood, the Bingley Baptist minister,6 
and their accounts of his tuition by Dr Hartley seem 
inaccurate. James says that when Nicholson was twelve 
he was sent to Bingley Free Grammar School for a year, 
and was taught by Dr Richard Hartley, who said that 

3. Harry Speight, Chronicles and Stories of Bingley and District (4th edn., 
1904), P. 339. 

4. "An Attempt at a Preface" to Airedale in Ancient Times, manuscript 
in the Scruton Collection (note 2). 

. J. Horsfall Turner, Ancient Bingley (Bingley, 1897), pp. 261-2; John la 
Page, The Story of Baildon (Bradford, 1951), pp. 47-8, gives a lively 
account of this extraordinary character. 

6. Speight, p. 205, says Abraham Greenwood was the Baptist minister at 
Bingley, 1800-1806. 
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the boy, though full of fun, was one of his quickest 
scholars, and it was a pity he could stay no longer under 
his tuition. James also tells us that Thomas Nicholson, 
intending his son to carry on the family business, 
apprenticed him as  woolsorter, but Nicholson, having 
no aptitude for business, spent as much time as possible 
rambling round the Eldwick area reading and writing 
poetry. The wood above the reservoir at Low Eldwick 
is still known locally as Nicholson's Wood, and con-
tains a large rock on which he carved his name, which 
is clearly distinguishable. It is one of those solitary 
places where it is easy to fancy that the mills are far 
away. 

The phenomenon of the teenager was as yet un-
known, but young Nicholson was keen on music and 
dancing. It was through being engaged to play the 
oboe at a wedding party that he met his first wife, whom 
he married at the age of nineteen, as he says. She how-
ever died in childbirth, and partly as a result of this 
unhappy experience Nicholson became a Wesleyan 
preacher, and buried his oboe on the moor. But in 1813 
he married again and so gave up his ideas of becoming 
a minister; in later years he seems to have conformed 
to the Church of England. His second wife, Martha 
Wild of Bingley, remained devoted to him "for better 
for worse" and bore him eight children. At first all went 
well. After working for his father at Eldwick for a time, 
Nicholson got a good job as a woolsorter at Shipley 
Fields Mill, and lived in a cottage at Red Beck. He 
became well known locally as a poet and impromptu 
versifier, and his cottage became a rendezvous of lovers 
of literature and art. James says the "verses in a sar-
castic vein, relating to a physician in Bradford", the 
Dr Mossman to whom Nicholson refers, "brought the 
author into repute in this neighbourhood", and his 
friendship with the painter W. 0. Geller dates from 
this period. 
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The "new theater" was founded by L. S. Thompson, 
father of the more famous Lysander Thompson, in 
1820. It was a large building, capable of holding seven 
or eight hundred people, situated where the Wool 
Exchange tower now stands.7 Thompson persuaded 
Nicholson to write a three-act drama, The Robber of 
the Alps, which was well received. He also produced 
The Siege of Bradford, a play founded on the well 
known events in the Civil War. The performance made 
a profit of £47, but as it was for the benefit of Mr 
Macauley, "the principle tragic actor" mentioned by 
Nicholson, the author got nothing. The play was pub-
lished in 1821, along with a few short poems, the volume 
being dedicated to the merchants and manufacturers of 
Bradford; this would be the book for which Nicholson 
got £8. In the preface he states: 

What first prompted me to attempt any thing like the Siege 
of Bradford, was, to set forth, as far as lay in my power, the 
horrors of a civil war; and to show, that even in the lowest 
station of life, there are persons who still remain steadfast to 
their King, and unmoved by all the insinuations of disaffected 
men. 

In the play itself the Royalist leader overcomes Puritan 
resistance in Bradford, but behaves magnanimously to 
the defeated, and becomes prophetic: 

Far be the hour when treason shall again 
Erect its standard among Bradford men. 
Methinks I see its trade and commerce shine 
Spreading its name to every distant clime; 
Its children bless'd with industry and health, 
The certain source of independent wealth. 

For the second edition in 1831 Nicholson altered "Brad-
ford" to "Yorkshire", to give the moral more general 
application! Throughout the period of working-class 
agitation and political turmoil in the 'twenties and 
'thirties, Nicholson remained a staunch though corn-

7. William Scruton, Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old Bradford (Bradford, 
1889), pp. 127-8. 
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passionate Tory, as can be seen from Lines on the 
Present State of the Country (1826), England's 
Lament for the Loss of her Constitution (189) and 
his support for Richard Oastler's campaign for the Ten 
Hours Bill. 

Among the Bradford manufacturers was Nicholson's 
patron John Garnett Horsfall, who in 1826 made him-
self very unpopular by introducing the steam power 
loom into the city.10 Nicholson met him after removing 
to Harden Beck in 1822, when Horsfall, who lived 
nearby, was delighted with some impromptu verses on 
a pot of ale. Encouraged by Horsfall, Nicholson now 
wrote his best known long poem, Airedale in Ancient 
Times. This was published separately at Bradford, and 
in a volume containing other poems, at Bradford and 
London, in 1825. There was an eager public for "peasant 
poetry" at this time, as can be seen for example by the 
success of Clare's Poems in 1820, and the London 
edition was soon reprinted. One of the poems in the 
Airedale volume, "The Poacher", is said to have been 
"read through the length and breadth of the land"— 
and to have entitled the poet to the "gratitude and 
favor of all who are solicitous to prevent the demoral-
izing habit of poaching"." Nicholson was led to believe 
he could earn a living by writing, and set about pub-
lishing his poems in earnest, usually in pamphlet form. 
Lines on the Grand Musical Festival at York (1825) 
and Lines on the Present State of the Country each 
went through three editions. These and Desultory 
Thoughts on the Revival of Commerce (1826) all 
seem to have sold at Gd. The Airedale Poet's Walk 
through Knaresborough (1826) was a shilling. There 

8. The Siege of Bradford (Bradford, 1821), p. vi; Poetical Works (1876), 
p. 384. 

9. Hird (note 1), pp. xii-xiv, liii, comments interestingly on Nicholson's 
political views. 

io. William Cudworth, Round About Bradford (Bradford, 1876), p. 224. 
ii. "Prospectus" to Nicholson's Poems (1844), a document in the posses-

sion of Mr Walter H. Place of Keighley. 
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was a third edition of The Poacher, in pamphlet form, 
price Gd., in 1827. Nicholson vent about the North 
selling these and other works to the nobility, the gentry 
and ordinary working men. 

But he did not make much 'money. It was not 
especially rewarding work, and most of the profits went 
on drink, which became, as he was bitterly aware, the 
curse of his life. In 1827 he published another collec-
tion of poems, The Lyre of Ebor, one of them signifi-
cantly entitled "Genius and Intemperance". In the pre-
face he says he has been "encouraged by the friendly 
feelings manifested towards him" since the publication 
of his first collection, and "has attempted, through the 
solicitation of a numerous and respectable circle of 
acquaintance, to compose another". 

Grateful the author must feel for the liberal support he 
has received; yet he can assure his patrons that all which glitters 
is not gold. The expenses of publishing a volume are more than 
most of his subscribers consider. He has often been hurt when 
it has been hinted to him that he was getting rich. Prompted 
to this undertaking neither by a love of fame nor personal 
ambition, he has sought only the welfare and happiness of his 
family, as well as the gratification of some friends and acquain-
tance, who have been pleased to speak favourably of his pro-
ductions. If the volume be utterly discarded, his mind cannot 
feel more misery than it has done during the time it has been 
in the press; and so far from being elevated with the pride of 
publishing, the only comfortable consideration he has left is, 
that he has a trade in his hands, and if his health be continued, 
can still support his family by honest industry.12 

Here he alludes to the ill-effects of his whole way of 
life and particularly his drinking habits, though his 
growing family would have taken some supporting even 
if he had stuck to his trade. A typical incident took 
place during the first of his two visits to London, which 
were meant to promote sales, in 1827. He had a few 
drinks too many in the bar at Drury Lane theatre, made 
an impromptu poetical address to a bust of Shake-

12. The Lyre of Ebor (1827), pp. iii, iv. 

1. 
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speare, and was arrested for causing a disturbance. 
The charges against him were soon dropped, but he 
went back to Yorkshire with less money than he had 
when he set out. He could with some justice allege in 
his own defence that it was difficult to refuse drinks 
from his patrons, who enjoyed his drunken perform-
ances; but the poverty of his family remained a bitter 
reproach to him. 

One of the poems published in pamphlet form was 
called Low Moor Iron Works, an unpromising subject 
if ever there was one, which appeared in 1829. Some 
light is thrown on the circumstances of its composition 
by a letter, dated 17 February 1830, from Nicholson to 
Charles Clark, a poet of sorts, who had set up a private 
press at Great Totham, near Maldon, Essex. 13 Clark it 
seems refused to publish the poem, but sent some 
money, for which Nicholson thanks him, and goes on: 

I will explain why I sent the lines on the Low-moor Iron 
works so abruptly. Above a year ago being invited and attend-
ing at an annual supper of masters and principle workmen of 
these extensive works, I promised to write at their request some 
lines on the works which were then brisk in extensive trade, 
but the withdrawing of the small notes so materially changing 
the commerce not only of Low moor but of every other place 
I thought no more of the subject. However at the desire of 
nearly all the workmen as well as the principle managers of the 
concern, on condition of my receiving a sovereign. . . to main-
tain my numerous family, I wrote more than is printed con-
siderably [and] carried it to Low moor. The cashier aranged 
it and my soveriegn being spent during the time of my writing 
the piece (which was with force not natural) I humbly asked 
him for another sovriegn but he hesitated, till he knew the 
expenses of printing. The work however was got out and of 
course sold at 6d. each. I again went, he had promised me what 
the work made; my wife was with me. Instead of money he 
offered me a few copies which in a passion peculiar to a Rhymer 

13. Clark "conducted an extensive personal correspondence" and "wrote to 
such literary lions as John Clare and Thomas Hood" (Roy S. Adams, 
"Charles Clark and the Great Totham Press", Essex Review, 1954, 
vol. 63, pp. 137-142). Nicholson's letter, Bodleian MS. Montagu d.15 
(and see note 2). 
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I indignantly refused. I got a glass or 2 of spirits in my grief 
and inadvertently under that influence directed a copy to you, 
and now that they are not printed I am not disappointed, for 
the piece I do not like, and being only local they are by this 
time so lent that the sale would be of no use whatever to me. 

Nicholson proceeds directly to a remarkable account 
of his whole predicament: 

I could like to write a piece in blank verse of considerable 
length, but the wants of my family and the badness of trade, 
the number of books printed, the keen selfishness of "vampire 
booksellers"4 and the nervous depression of my spirits over-
come my resolution and I Sit down in despair. Nothing has 
come to me from the litterary society this year,'S trade has been 
so depressed, and a family of 9 to maintain selling my own 
works, all the temptations of company, all the anxieties of having 
nothing to carry home to those who are every thing to me have 
froze the genial current of my soul. However amid all this 
gloom I have many friends, even some of the first noblemen in 
this and the neighbouring counties. At Underley Park, the seat 
of A.Nowel Esquire, he gave me 3 soverigns besides what 
books I sold in my way thither. At Lord Ribblesdale's I also 
succeeded very well 

The story follows of how Nicholson was dining with 
the upper servants in the steward's room, when he was 
struck by the resemblance of some figures in a painting 
(by Lord Ribblesdale himself) to his own wife and son. 
Hoping to be given the painting, Nicholson wrote some 
verses about it, which were taken to Lord Ribblesdale's 
dining room. James tells us Nicholson was given the 
painting, but Nicholson omits telling Clark; he breaks 
off with: 

But why talk of Lords Ladys and Esquires! And not tell 
you of how I was situated. When your last [lines] came we 
knew not how to raise a dinner, it was as dropped from the 
skies, we wept, the children's eyes were like diamonds with joy, 
to have seen the group would have roused all the feelings of 

14. The New English Dictionary attributes this phrase to Burns ("The 
Poet's Progress", 1788). 

i. James mentions that in 1828 Nicholson had a grant of £10 from the 
Literary Fund Society (a society for the aid of deserving authors in 
financial difficulties). 
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gratitude that you was able to relieve in the uttermost extremity 
a brother bard. I am sorry I cannot return you any more than 
thanks. I have thought many times, what shall I send C.C., alas 
I have nothing to send but my best respects and wishing that 
he by whom all worlds were made and one redeemed may be 
your 'God & your Guide unto Death: 

Friendship when 'faces ne'er were seen, where minds 
Grasping unmeasur'd space, struggling for words 
Bound in the flesh, yet wishing oft to meet 
A kindred soul, with distance far between 
Oft in each varied dress I see my friend, 
Behold his study, printing press and types, 
Think is he dark or light, or pale or red 
Sober or like myself; on Ruin's road 
An hacknie'd worn out jade for every fool 
Who sells his conscience as he sels his ale.* 

* All I have had this day is a pint of ale, 1 penny, worse than 
water. We brew our own to morrow. 

Dear Charles you are yet young and I hope you have a 
good constitution such as I had once, but it is shaken: study, 
traveling, poverty, grief, sorrow, dissapointment have all com-
bined and my body being like dried clay taking so much to 
moisten it, these have undermined it and 'brought on a cough 
which I fear will prove of the most serious consequences, but 
I am of very little use to society. Who can dress them selves 
or fill their bellies with syllables? And times are so bad people 
have not now either spirits or inclinations to read and no money 
to buy books only in the very highest circles. I can after all 
assure you that writing, tho' to me [it has] brought the harshest 
sounds of woe yet the pleasure has been such as only poets 
feel - the mind on the Ocean or Etna as if it possessed an 
ubiquity of thought, words o'erpower'd and the soul smiling 
within its self, passages newform'd backed by the noble language 
of scripture and all the great poets ancient and modern, these 
are times which I have enjoyed and have payed me in an hour 
for days of anxiety and trouble, and hitherto tho' we have been 
hard set in the world yet we have been saved as by miracle, 
some one ever remembering me in my low estate. To think 
of getting rich with making Rhymes is all a chemera. I am no 
poorer than other men and I think no one forces me to write, 
I thrust myself upon the world and after my Death - but 
what's that? - die for fame. What's fame? Why not as good 
as a potatoe and salt to a hungry belly. Write for money Charles 
and let fame take wings or lie like a shot bird. I have tried 
to write to live, you try to live to write. I am forced to work 
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or we might starve. Tho' I have good wages offered in London, 
yet how to move my family and if any thing flew wrong what 
must I do, perhaps die like poor Moreland the painter on straw 
in some low pot h[ouse]'6 or be driven to despair with a 
starving family? You will think I am very discouraging, I assure 
you I write as I feel, I wish you to read PoJ.lock's Course of 
Time.'7 

The letter ends: 

I should like you to come to see these Mountains and 
Lakes in the North, I would show you all, I think you might 
come for 5f and return also—by being careful on the road. 
I could not accomadate you very well but you would I know be 
happy to see Pendle as I saw it yesterday, hills above hills, 
valleys with the glittering rivers and green and mountains near 
a mile in hight capt like the alps with snow, a clear blue sky 
and a prospect of nearly 60 miles stretched round you like a map. 
So noble a sight I never before saw. Look for the hills Helvelyn, 
Skiddaw, Ingleborough, Pendle & Penighent, 4 of these I think 
I could see yesterday besides hundreds of lesser note. [I] have 
written a deal and said nothing but Mrs Nicholson sends her 
very best respects - she has just told me and it is not mere 
formality. 

I am so confused that I have said nothing because I have 
so much to say. I know not how you are in Essex but we shall 
all be either high or low soon. The main link of society, that 
is the middle classes, will soon without an alteration will be 
extinct or broken and then England farewel to all thy greatness. 
I have room for no more but am your true friend and well 
wisher John Nicholson. 

From 1833 to the time of his death Nicholson was 
employed by Mr Salt, afterwards Sir Titus Salt, at his 
warehouse in Union Street, Bradford. Salt with charac-
teristic generosity overlooked his drinking habits and 
the fitfulness of his work. Nicholson kept trying to 

16. George Morland (1763-1804), a painter of some talent and much indus-
try, made and wasted large sums of money. He was arrested for a pub-
lican's score, and died in a London sponging house. His character and 
career were in some ways like Nicholson's; see the entry in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. 

17. Robert Pollok's The Course of Time (Edinburgh, 1825), a poem of ten 
books in blank verse dealing with the destiny of man, was extremely 
popular. Like some other works Nicholson admired it is remarkable 
more for religiosity than poetry. 
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mend his ways, and in 1835 he signed the pledge and 
wrote "The Wish of the Drunkard's Family", which 
was published by the Wilsden Temperence Society; 
but his reformation lasted only seventeen weeks. The 
manner of his death was sadly appropriate."9 He had 
gone to live in Mill Street, Canal Road, Bradford, but 
he liked to get away from the smoky town to the moors 
as often as he could; he might be described as one of 
the discoverers of Shipley Glen. On the evening before 
Good Friday, 1843, he left home to visit his relatives at 
Eldwick. On the road from Bradford to Shipley he 
called at several public houses. He then made his way 
along the canal bank to the stepping stones across the 
River Aire which were situated at Dixon Mill (a little 
below the present footbridge at Saltaire). He was per-
haps in no state to attempt the crossing, especially con-
sidering that the night was dark and stormy, and the 
river swollen. It seems he fell in, but struggled out onto 
the rising ground on the Baildon bank, then known as 
the Holme. At 6 a.m., one Will Raistrick, who was em-
ployed to fetch milk from Trench Farm to Shipley, 
passed this spot on his way to the farm, and stated 
afterwards that he saw a man there, dressed in a wool-
sorter's long checked brat and without a hat. The man 
raised himself up, and said something which Raistrick 
could not make out. It was now raining very heavily, 
and the poet was in a state of collapse. Raistrick went 
to the farm for his milk but said nothing of what he 
had seen; had he done so, Nicholson's life might have 
been saved, but Raistrick as Scruton puts it "was not 
quite in his right mind". Some hours later the body 
was found by a farm labourer, David Waddington, who 
told the local constable, Thomas Fairbank of Baildon 
Green. Fairbank had the body moved to the Bay Horse 

18. Information from Mr Fawcett. 
19. The best account, improving on the earlier ones, is by William Scruton, 

"In Memory of the 'Airedale Poet' ", Bradford Daily Telegraph, 14 
April 1910; Bradford Weekly Telegraph, 15 April 1910. 
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Inn, to await the inquest. It was first identified by one 
William Lee, who lived in an old thatched cottage at 
the bottom of Baildon Green, and at the Bay Horse it 
was examined by James Steel, the Baildon doctor, who 
stated that the cause of death was "apoplexy, caused 
by the lower extremities being in the water".2° Probably 
the modern verdict would be that death was due to 
exposure. 

More than a thousand people attended Nicholson's 
funeral at Bingley Parish Church. His widow and 
family were assisted by Salt and W. E. Forster, and by 
the profit on James's edition of his poems, which was 
very well subscribed. Other editions followed, the last 
of them in 1876. A bust which was placed in Prince of 
Wales Park, Bingley, has long since disappeared; only 
its base remains. There is however a portrait by Geller 
which is now in Boiling Hall Museum. It was suggested 
that a memorial might be placed at the spot where 
Nicholson died .21 Ironically, the ground is now occu-
pied by the "Cup and Ring" public house. 

Nicholson knew something of the lives and work of 
two other relatively uneducated poets, Robert Burns 
and John Clare. He wrote an appreciative poem on 
Burns, and commented sympathetically on the life of 
Clare: 

What have I had to suffer compared to what he had? 'Tis 
true my family have been more numerous; but then I have had 
more friends .22 

Although Burns and Clare are far greater poets than 
Nicholson, some comparisons can hardly be avoided. 
In each case the contrast between the potential and 
the actual life is painful. But Burns's best poetry was 
written in the Scots dialect; he betrayed his genius 

20. Obituary in The Gentleman's Magazine, June 1843, new series, vol. xix, 
p. 670. 

21. "Johnnie Gray", Pleasant Walks Around Bradford (Bradford, 1890, 
p. 35. 

22. Letter quoted by James (note 1), pp. xxx-xxxi. 
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when imitating the conventional English poetry of the 
day. And Glare's best poetry often depends on dialect 
for its accurate and vivid recreation of country life. 
Nicholson however made little use of dialect. Sometimes 
he used it effectively in his impromptus; this, for in-
stance, on a woman who came to the Bay Horse Inn 
to scold her husband for drinking: 

Tha will come here to tell thy tale 
Abaat thy husband drinkin' ale: 
I wish all sich as thee 'ud paddle; 
He couldn't drink if he didn't addle.23 

But nearly all Nicholson's published work is written in 
the conventional language and metrical forms of the 
later eighteenth century, in the style of "the poets of 
the old school", whose works he unfortunately com-
mitted to memory at an early age, though occasionally, 
especially in his lyrics, he almost transcended the limi-
tations of his acquired style: 

The night is calm, the cygnet's down 
Scarce skims the lake along; 

The throstle to the hazel's flown, 
To trill his evening song. 

The curling woodbine now appears 
More sweet than fragrant gums; 

The sky a robe of crimson wears, 
The scale-clad beetle hums. 

What pleasure, walking with my Jane, 
Earth's truest, best delight, 

Returning to embrace again, 
And loath to bid good night.24 

Such a poet does not deserve to be forgotten, but prob-
ably his biography has done most to keep his name 
alive. When in the course of preparing this article I 
appealed in the Bradford Telegraph & Argus for in-
formation about Nicholson I had a very good response, 

23. Quoted by Scruton (note 19); "paddle" here presumably means run 
away, and "addle" of course means earn. 

24. "On A Calm Summer's Night", Poems (1844), p. 232. 
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and one correspondent" summed up the feelings of 
many by saying "John Nicholson has always been a 
bit of a hero to me". Looking at his life as a whole one 
might say that his fragmentary education, and the 
patronage he had from the nobility and gentry, were 
just enough to ruin him as a poet and as a man. They 
encouraged a decadent and often undisciplined mode 
of writing, and an impractical way of living, of which 
his disastrous drinking habits were more symptom than 
cause. They imposed on him notions of poetry and the 
poet's life which were quite at odds with what was 
possible for a man of his talents in his circumstances. 
The lives of many talented working men have formed 
a similar if less arresting pattern; the story of Nichol-
son's life has therefore a heroic, ultimately tragic, 
quality. 

25. Mr Leonard Butterfield of Thackley. I would like to thank all my 
correspondents, especially Mr Fawcett (notes 2 and 18); Mr Albert 
Murgatroyd of Shipley, who "read his life story once again" before 
sending me his copy of Nicholson's Poems; Mr Place for the loan of 
his "Prospectus" (note 11) and copy of Airedale in Ancient Times; 
Mr F. Swithenbank of Keighley for photostats of pages from The Poets 
of Keighley, Bingley, Haworth and District (note 1); Mrs E. Wild of 
Saltaire for the loan of a copy of an unpublished Nicholson poem; 
Mr E. Wilks of Guiseley for transcribing some pages from The Annals 
of Yorkshire; and the editor of The Bradford Antiquary. 



THE AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION 

PART Iv: THE NAVIGATION IN THE FIRST HALF 
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

BY R. G. WILSON, B.A., PH.D. 

I 

FEW groups in society must have looked forward 
to the new century with more eager anticipation 

  than the proprietors of the Aire and Calder Navi-
gation in 1799. True the country was at war and events 
in France had been alarming but a glance at their 
accounts soon re-assured them. The war had done them 
nothing but good. Total receipts on the Navigation 
doubled in the 1790's; their annual dividends provided 
a welcome 125 per cent return on their great-grand-
father's original investment. Taking a longer view they 
had equal cause for satisfaction. 

Accounts of certain events, passed down the gener-
ations, had become part of the collective memory of the 
Company. Twenty years of initial doubt and financial 
loss were followed by a growth of prosperity which after 
1750 became the envy of the country. Twice the Com-
pany had defeated the trading interests of the West 
Riding to uphold its monopoly: the turnpikes built in 
the 1740s to provide alternative outlets to other river 
ports proved to be a poor competitor; and the Leeds-
Selby Canal Bill had been thrown out of Parliament 
three times on the insistence of the Company in the 
early 1770s. And now the Company posed as a reformed 
body. It had built a short canal from Haddlesey to 
Selby and constructed a set of new locks and cuts in 
the 1770s and 1780s on the rivers and been instrumental 
in the building of the Barnsley canal in the 1790s. 
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Furthermore, it had reformed its management.' In 
reality, however, its position gave few grounds for 
complacency. 

Landowners, who were unable to secure any share 
in the cornucopia of dividends; merchants and traders, 
who permanently grumbled at the high charges of the 
Company, were always prepared to exaggerate the 
shortcomings—and there were many—of the Naviga-
tion. Yet in fact it was largely the growth of trade in 
the West Riding, happily reflected in the proprietors' 
income, which posed the problems. Besides creating a 
constant round of repairs to bridges, locks and tow 
paths, it highlighted difficulties in three areas: in the 
coal trade, in the Company's own carrying trade, and 
of course in increasingly revealing the physical in-
adequacies of the rivers themselves. 

The problem in the coal trade centred upon the new 
railroads which were part and parcel of the expansion 
of the West Riding coal industry after the 1790s. 
Throughout the eighteenth century colliery owners in 
the country between Leeds and Wakefield had been 
entirely dependent upon the Navigation in achieving 
any market for their coals, except an entirely local one. 
The Barnsley canal provided a further opening up of 
the South Yorkshire coal-field in an area where earlier 
development had been inhibited by poor communi-
cations. As a result of successful attempts to widen the 
market for West Riding collieries dues paid on coal on 
the Navigation trebled between the 1770s and the first 
decade of the nineteenth century, a figure which sug-
gests an approximate annual trade of between 250,000 
and 300,000 tons on the rivers by 1800.2 A number of 

r. For the history of the Navigation in the eighteenth century see R. W. 
Unwin, "The Aire and Calder Navigation Part I: The Beginning of 
the Navigation", The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Part XLII 
(1964) and "Part II: The Navigation in the Pre-Canal Age", ibid., Part 
XLIII (1967); also the author's "Part III: The Navigation in the Second 
Half of the Eighteenth Century", ibid., Part XLIV (1969). 

2. R. G. Wilson, loc. cit., Table II. 
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collieries by the 1790s were linked directly to the rivers 
by waggon-ways and by 1830 Priestley noted at least 
nine of them.' Very useful additions to the facilities of 
the Navigation they were nevertheless troublesome to 
it in two ways. Firstly, when traders saw the success of 
these short railroads they soon suggested they might 
serve a wider purpose. A Leeds merchant drew the ob-
vious conclusion in 1802. He advocated a railroad 
from Leeds to Selby which he maintained would pay a 
dividend of ten per cent, carry goods at half the cost 
of the Navigation and in a fraction of the time. 4 These 
arguments were heard again in the next twenty years, 
although the Undertakers before 1825 could always 
dismiss such exercises as highly fictional wanderings. 
Secondly, individual colliery owners were difficult. The 
Lowthers of Swillington, colliery proprietors and Under-
takers of the Navigation, had a continuous history of 
disputes with the Company about tow-paths, wharves 
and their railroad. But the most celebrated row was with 
Lee and Watson's Lake-Lock Rail-road.' Litigation 
between them and the Navigation lasted about thirty 
years, and cost the latter probably little short of £20,000. 
The case was before the Court of Chancery twenty-two 
years and, as petitions and cross bills filed were so 
numerous, papers cannot even there simply have been 
accumulating dust. Lee and Watson were both attorneys 
and, even for that profession, they were outstandingly 
difficult gentlemen who possessed a superb knowledge 
of the loopholes in conveyancing law. The case was not 
directly concerned with the three mile long waggon-

3. J. Priestley, Historical Account of the Navigable Rivers, Canals and 
Railways of Great Britain (1831), 7-8. 

4. Leeds Mercury, 16 Jan., 1802. 
. There are a great number of papers relating to the case in British 
Transport Commission Historical Records, York (ACN). The best, but 
perhaps not the most objective, summary is to be found in "The State-
ment of the Principal Facts relative to Messrs. Lee and Watson's agree-
ment with the Undertakers of the Aire and Calder Navigation" (1828), 
ACN 4/151. 
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way itself, but with land which adjoined its terminus 
and the river Calder four miles below Wakefield. There 
were disputes about wharfage and the terminal point, 
but the real cause of the quarrel was that the Navigation 
had constructed works on the Calder on land they had 
purchased from Lee and Watson with an inadequate 
title. Moreover, Lee and Watson themselves built a 
mile-long Cut from Lake Lock to Bottom Boat and at 
one stage they were threatening to exact dues on all 
boats using this stretch of the Calder. It was a real 
menace to the Navigation's position and from the day 
the Company entered into negotiations about the land 
in 1800 until the day they obtained a proper title in 1827 
they were understandably anxious about the outcome 
of the case. 

The second problem, that of the Company's own 
boats, had been a cause of trouble with traders since 
the earliest days of the Navigation. Neither the lessees 
of the tolls nor the Navigation itself, after it undertook 
its own management after 1774, ever possessed a mon-
opoly of the carrying trade on the rivers', but their 
boats had always been the subject of complaints about 
preferential treatment. Delays were an important source 
of dissatisfaction on an inadequate navigation, so much 
so that they were a principal cause of the crisis of the 
early 1770s. After the Navigation took over the last 
lessee of the tolls' boats in 1774 complaints subsided, 
but the Company never appears to have directed the 
carrying part of its business with any real conviction. 
Even when the proprietors made innovations their 
schemes misfired. In 1795 they agreed to purchase 
seven sloops for £3,425 to transport merchandise all 
the way from Leeds and Wakefield to Hull. Normally 

6. In 1800 the Navigation probably owned around thirty assorted boats, 
but on the two rivers there were some 168 vessels according to a Hull 
"Register of Ships in the Inland Navigation" (c. 1800), although this is 
thought to be an underestimate. See B. F. Duckham, The Yorkshire 
Ouse (1967) pp. 81-2, 196. 

I L4 
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goods shipped in the small keels on the Aire and Calder 
were transferred to larger estuarine craft at Selby or 
Airmin. New rates covering freight, lock dues and risk 
were negotiated in consultation with the Leeds Chamber 
of Commerce, but the new sloops were overloaded and 
since they had to be sufficiently small (i.e., not more 
than fifty tons laden) to navigate the shallower 
stretches of the Aire and Calder they were inadequate 
in coping with the strong Humber currents. When one 
sloop sank and a court case determined that the owners 
were liable to very large damages (cloth was valued at 
£500 per ton) the Undertakers sold their newly acquired 
sloops although it was within twelve months of the 
introduction of their through service. Moreover the 
few remaining figures suggest that the trade was never 
very profitable.7 In 1797 the Company had a fleet of 
nineteen sloops, although it most likely owned a number 
of keels and fly-boats as well. 

Twenty-two years later there were thirty-three vessels 
of these three types, although by the middle 1830s 
activities had contracted by more than one-third. The 
evidence about the profits is more ample, although 
occasional confessions about defalcations in the ac-
counts shake one's confidence about its precision. Even 
in a good decade of trade (1784-1793) the annual loss on 
the sloops was close on £1,000 and in the twenty years 
after 1818 a profit was declared only on three occasions. 
By the mid-1830s losses were usually in excess of 
£4,000. Yet the carrying trade was carried on for over 
fifty years for a number of reasons. Much the most im-
portant factor was that goods carried on the Company's 
boats paid an "accurate collection" of dues. Since most 
masters of vessels were not too scrupulous in declaring 
the full volume of their cargoes this was an important 
factor especially in the carriage of merchandise which 

7. The material for this paragraph is extracted from the three minute 
books covering the period 1787-1842 and the annual engineer's and 
chief clerk's reports, ACN 1/28-9. 



THE AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION 337 

paid the highest tolls. Also the Company had a con-
siderable investment in boat-building and repair facili-
ties. In the early 1820s when a successful fly-boat ser-
vice was introduced to link with the Selby-Hull steam 
packets, thereby allowing goods to be shipped from 
London to Leeds in three days, these boats were built 
in the Company's boat yard at Lake Lock. In 1820 they 
were building a dredging vessel with a 6 h.p. Fenton, 
Murray and Wood steam engine and two years later 
an "iron-ice-boat". Nevertheless with the more wide-
spread use of steam packets in the 1830s and substantial 
yearly losses the establishment of boats contracted and 
few Undertakers lamented the eclipse of this part of 
their activities. 

If the Company's own carrying trade proved dis-
appointing and the new waggon-ways troublesome, the 
third and most important problem, the increasing in-
adequacy of the rivers for the amount of traffic which 
passed along them, was one the Undertakers largely 
wished to ignore during the French wars. They main-
tained that expenditure in the 1770s and 1780s had 
been considerable and that minor improvements and 
repairs had been carried out ever since. But the growing 
volume 'of trade placed a physical strain on the rivers 
which a small-scale works programme of this nature 
did little to alleviate. Smeaton in his survey in 1772 
estimated that six-seven times the number of boats were 
using the rivers in comparison with the position sixty 
years earlier.' And that rate of increase accelerated as 
the revenues of the Company testify. By 1802 one mer-
chant estimated 20,000 boats a year were passing the 
confluence of the two rivers. 

The Undertakers naturally rubbed their hands even 
though the rivers and warehouses became intolerably 
cramped. The trouble was that the Selby canal (1774) 

8. J. Smeaton, Reports of the Late ... F.R.S. (1812), II, 131-140, 
9. Leeds Mercury, 16 Jan., 1802. 

Li 
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had been the easiest and cheapest way out of the pro-
prietors' problems. It was too shallow, the bridges over 
it were too low and it filled easily with sand.'° Nothing 
more than adequate in the 1770s, it was entirely incon-
venient after 1800, and was only well placed for easy 
communication with the upper Ouse and Derwent navi-
gations. Moreover, as a solution to the overall short-
comings of the Navigation it left the Aire and especially 
the Calder little changed. Certainly cuts on both rivers, 
improved locks on the entire navigation and dredging 
of the worst shoals alleviated the situation in the 1780s. 
But basically the old perennial complaints of shoals, 
low water, tight locks and tortuous loops remained, 
difficulties which were increasingly emphasised as the 
size of boats increased. The lower Aire in 1818 was 
"exceedingly crooked and full of shoals and can only 
be navigated at certain times of tide." The spring tides 
were a good six feet, but the best neaps were only fifteen 
or sixteen inches and therefore it required two, and 
more often four, tides for ships to get from Haddlesey 
to the Ouse, "but frequently the rise of neaps are so 
small that they cannot navigate at all but must wait for 
Spring Tides." A navigation of this sort was all right 
in 1750: it was hopelessly insufficient in 1800. 

Yet during the Wars the proprietors did nothing 
but undertake routine repairs. Admittedly even the ex-
perienced Undertakers had been infected by the canal 
mania when they planned major improvements "by 
which foreign ships will be able to come up as far as 
Leeds" but the Barnsley canal satisfied their speculative 
fever and the War shook their long-term confidence, 
even if it was indirectly lining their pockets.'2 There-
fore the necessary new works to relieve pressure on the 
rivers were never executed. The Company between 1793 
and 1801 spent no more than £3,500 a year on repairs 

to. ACN 1/28. Rennie's report, dated 30 Dec., 1818. II. Ibid. 
12. Leeds Mercury, 13 Dec., 1791. 
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and works which, given inflation, was not noticeably 
higher than the last tolls lessee, Peter Birt, had claimed 
to be expending in the 1760s. After 1800 this figure 
rose to an average of around £7,000 but again real costs 
must be considered, and repairs and works absorbed 
no more than six per cent of the Company's total in-
come, or fifteen per cent of its dividends. Not surpris-
ingly by 1815 complaints about the conditions of the 
rivers were again becoming numerous. 

It is arguable that the proprietors left to themselves 
would have done nothing. Total income which had 
trebled between 1764-5 and 1803-4 had stagnated for 
the rest of the War years although it began to show a 
strong upward trend again after 1812.' The closure of 
many export outlets after 1802 had resulted in a pro-
longed crisis in the West Riding wool textile industries 
which had always depended upon a thriving overseas 
market. On the health of this trade depended the level 
of economic activity of the entire area served by the 
Aire and Calder Navigation. Nevertheless, even though 
income only exceeded the level of 1804 three times again 
during the nineteenth century (1816, 1839 and 1840) 
action after 1815 was contemplated for two reasons. 
It had become part of the Company's lore that the cele-
brated contest against the promoters of the Leeds-Selby 
canal in the early 1770s had been a close-run affair. 
Thereafter its hearing was always better attuned to the 
rumours of dissatisfaction about the Navigation which 
periodically rippled through the West Riding. Secondly, 
the senior managers of the company—the auditor and 
Comptroller (first appointed in 1816), the chief clerk 
and the resident engineer—had a much more signifi-
cant say in affairs than ever before. They were highly 
deferential in their dealings with the small caucus of 
principal Undertakers with whom responsibility lay, but 
the advice they put forward, drawn from figures in 

13. See R. G. Wilson, op. cit., Table II. 



340 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

properly prepared annual reports,'4 could not be ig-
nored. The system of presenting the annual accounts 
was changed in 1817 and although the figures at a cur-
sory glance show a marked drop in income the reports 
themselves show that 1818 and 1820 especially were very 
good years indeed. In 1818 income totalled £91,795 
but expenditure only £78,550 (including a dividend of 
£53,000) and there was a credit of £18,000 with the 
Bankers and £20,500 invested in the Funds. Therefore 
the financial reports of these years (1818-20) which 
might, given the economic climate in the country, have 
been expected to make gloomy reading were in fact the 
reverse. Loans were few, expenditure so low and divi-
dends so healthy that large-scale improvements could 
be contemplated.'5 

In spite of these observations it is difficult to re-
create the precise decisions which led the Undertakers 
to apply to Parliament in 1820 to build an eighteen mile 
long canal from Ferrybridge to Goole and construct 
a new port there On the lower Ouse. There was talk of 
a rival waterway from Knottingley to the River Don 
along the lines of the Went valley," but this was not a 
realistic threat at this stage, and "the very active oper-
ation of several new establishments for the expeditious 
conveyance of goods from Manchester and Leeds to 
Hull by means of waggons and steam boats (from 
Selby)" seems to have been a more important reason 
in formulating recommendations for action from the 
auditor and chief clerk. 117 In 1819 they were particularly 
concerned at the growing disparity between coal and 
lime dues, which hardly fell at all, and the sharp loss 

14. When the auditor and chief clerk presented their joint annual state-
ment in 1817 they maintained to the Undertakers their improved re-
ports differed "so widely in form and feature to those you have been 
in the habit of receiving during so many years." See also Table I, note 
2. B. F. Duckham's arguments (pZ7) based on "a slump in income" 
are at variance with those of the Company's auditor in these years. 

is. ACNi/28. 
16. J. Priestley, op. cit., 13-14. i. Report of 1819 (ACN 1/28). 
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of revenue from high value merchandise which was 
being attracted to the improved turnpikes in hitherto 
unknown quantities. But the Company appears to have 
initiated action before the full extent of this competition 
was known. In the late summer of 1818—at the peak of 
resurgence in economic activity after the depression of 
1815-16—there was talk that the Aire and Calder pro-
prietors were contemplating a canal from Haddlesey 
to the top of the Dutch River!8 

Certainly in September they asked 'a leading civil 
engineer, John Rennie, to survey the rivers. His report 
was forwarded to Leeds on the last day of the year. 
With an authority that the proprietors somewhat ner-
vously welcomed, he denounced the present navigation 
in no uncertain fashion. The whole section of the lower 
Aire from Knottingley was found to be in poor shape 
and the stretch below Haddlesey "in a most wretched 
state". He advocated a Ferrybridge / Knottingley-Goole 
canal to be built thirty-six feet wide and six feet six 
inches deep and a barge dock at Goole.'9 He thought the 
plan to turn the canal into the Dutch river a poor one 
since it was very shallow and its banks in a bad condition. 
Leaving the detailed planning to a Bradford engineer, 
George Leather, the proprietors acted immediately upon 
Rennie's scheme. 

It was a plan with many advantages. The geographi-
cal superiority of the Knottingley-Goole canal over the 
existing Selby canal route was at once obvious. More-
over, it ended the Navigation's search for a river port. 
Rawcliffe, Airmin and Selby had all in turn proved 
unsatisfactory. The latter was apparently a good choice 
in 1774, but its canal was, as we have seen, always 
inadequate, its accommodation for vessels "much com-
plained of" and the lower Ouse itself although superior 
to the Aire as a navigable river was in Rennie's opinion 

18. Leeds Mercury, 19 Sept.; 3 Oct., 1818. 
19. Rennie's report is copied in ACN 1/28. 
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"by no means a good one." For the easier transit of the 
growing trade in the Knottingley-Goole line was better 
site than any of its predecessors and from the outset 
the Undertakers planned that Goole would be able to 
open up direct trade with Hamburg and the Baltic. 

There was little opposition in the country to the bill 
which was hurried through Parliament in 1819-20 to 
effect these changes. Complaints, not surprisingly, came 
chiefly from shippers in Selby whose livelihood was 
threatened with annihilation by the creation of Goole. 
Some traders in Leeds fulminated about the tyranny of 
"that most merciless Company of undertakers" and the 
"gross misapplication" of their "exhorbitant tonnage 
rates.)20 Unlike 1772, however, there was no viable 
alternative scheme around which to rally action and 
those traders who belatedly opposed the Goole canal 
were nowhere near so influential as the Leeds-Selby 
canal promoters had been fifty years earlier, although 
there were attempts to co-ordinate the opposition of 
landowners and traders and utilise the influence of 
Robert Mimes, the mercurial M.P. for Pontefract, whose 
family, from envy, had been tilting at the Navigation 
for three generations. If the Act was obtained with the 
the minimum of fuss, the canal itself was cut across 
such flat terrain that it was no task for the civil engin-
eers' skill. In spite of the severe depression of 1825-6 
and an acute shortage of labour in 1824-5 it was opened 
on 20 July, 1826. 

The creation of Goole, a most important chapter in 
the history of the Navigation, has been told elsewhere." 
Here it is sufficient to give the briefest outline of its 
growth. The Undertakers bought sufficient land at the 
mouth of the Dutch river to construct a port "on the 
most approved principles". The early plan for a big 
barge dock was extended to include an 18 feet deep 
wet dock for ships and a harbour basin. Warehouses 

20. ACN 4/187 and Leeds Intelligencer, 10, 17, 24 Jan., 1820. 
21. B. F. Duckham, op. cit., 86-i12. 
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and sheds were soon built, although the provision of 
houses did not expand rapidly until 1827, presumably 
because of the shortage of labour. The entire welfare 
of the new town, its law and order, its inns and religious 
life depended upon the Company. It nurtured its crea-
tion with a paternalism that later, better-known, plan-
ners of industrial communities could not have exceeded. 
Although initial opposition from Hull daunted the Navi-
gation directors for some years, the new port prospered. 
All the various surviving figures reveal the early success 
of the venture. In 1820 a few dozen souls were scattered 
across the marshlands. Six years later there was a popu-
lation of 794, presumably many of them the navvies of 
the contractors, Joliffe and Banks, but by 1841 a thriv-
ing small town of 3,629 had been established. Attempts 
to nurture a regular, direct service with Hamburg were 
made in 1828, but foreign trade was disappointing in 
the 1830s and 1840s. Such results might have been 
anticipated since Germany and the Netherlands had 
long since ceased to be important markets for Yorkshire 
cloth. But the coastal trade prospered from the start. 
In 1835, 1,939 in-coming coastal vessels used its facili-
ties and 2,639 cleared outwards. The Goole canal was 
from the outset a very busy navigation. 22 Under the 
1820 Act the Undertakers were obliged to keep separate 
accounts for the 'old' and 'new' (i.e., Goole and its 
canal) branches of the navigation. It is difficult to make 
much of the figures since the two parts were entirely 
interdependent, but the income from the latter (includ-
ing rents in Goole, etc.) doubled between 1831 and 1839 
to £44,721. The directors were delighted with their new 
port and canal. When they did the simple exercise of 
deducting interest charges on loans and maintenance 
costs from income they were always left with an appre-
ciable, growing surplus. 

22. In 1835 15,659 vessels passed along the canal. These figures are ex-
tracted from the annual reports of i834-5 (ACN 1/28). 
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When the Knottingley-Goole canal was completed 
in 1826 the most troublesome section of the Navigation 
had been eliminated. Nevertheless since Rennie's canal 
was a large scale one it further exposed the inadequacies 
of the Navigation above Ferrybridge. The proprietors 
were not unaware of this problem, but the progress they 
had made was not very impressive. Although an exten-
sive works programme of docks and warehouses had 
been undertaken in Leeds itself and the stretch of the 
Aire in and below the town thoroughly dredged, the 
engineer in 1825 found the Cryer Cut-Castleford section 
of the Aire in "very great need of improvement and 
repair". 23 In fact the Undertakers were uncertain about 
their plans, especially since the Calder was in even 
greater need of attention, and they consulted a number 
of engineers. Of course the depression of 1825-6 and the 
£436,000 expended on Goole and its canal between 1820 
and 1827 endorsed their hesitancy. Again, as in the 
1770s and in 1818-20, the Undertakers had their minds 
made up for them when yet another alternative canal 
scheme was announced. Again the chief clerk and engin-
eer insisted that plans for the virtual canalisation of the 
Aire and Calder above Castleford should be imple-
mented at once. 

The projected works were amongst the last major 
river and canal improvements before the Railway Age. 
Already in 1824 there was a discussion to link Liverpool 
to Hull by railroad. 24 This early development, with echoes 
of the scheme to link the two parts by canal sixty years 
earlier, is not surprising in view of the importance 
of the East-West link through two key industrial areas 
and the shortcomings of the existing navigations. Yet 
the reality of effective rail competition was unknown 
in 1825 and although the Undertakers were indecisive 

23. ACN1/28. 
24. W. W. Tomlinson, The North Eastern Railway: its Rise and Develop-

ment (1914), 98; W. T. Jackman, The Development of Transportation 
in Modern England (1916), 565-66; S. Broadbridge, Studies in Railway 
Expansion and the Capital Market in England 1825-1873 (1970), 3. 
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about improvements on the rivers in 1824-25 it seems 
unlikely that the coming of the railways influenced their 
thinking in any important way. In November 1825 the 
Company applied to Parliament to improve fundamen-
tally the rivers above their confluence. A month later 
the application was withdrawn .25 The acute financial 
crisis of 1825 and a division amongst the directors on 
the subject of the extent of the Calder improvements 
were the most likely reasons for this decision. At a 
stormy annual meeting in August 1826 a motion to 
commence the new works was defeated in spite of the 
auditor and chief clerk's recommendation that action 
was necessary. 26 

In autumn events took a momentous, if familiar, 
turn. Lee and Watson, the old adversaries of the Navi-
gation, proposed making a canal from Wakefield to 
Ferrybridge which would cut the distance by one-third. 
Their scheme, promising a "very ample remuneration 
to subscribers", claimed the support of three-quarters 
of the landowners involved and guaranteed a cut in 
freight rates and lock dues of between thirty and fifty 
per cent. 27 For good measure—Lee and Watson did not 
do things by halves where the Navigation was con-
cerned—they also proposed to extend the powers of the 
Wentbridge Railway Act of 1825. The list of land-
owners who supported the canal looked impressive, but 
the Navigation identified several as "tools" and publicly 
claimed "that the enterprise was not supported by a 
single individual connected with the trading and com-
mercial interest.28 The other arguments the Navigation 
employed were hoary when they had been produced in 
1772-3. The Undertakers were confident that Parlia-
ment would uphold the protection it had granted them 
for 130 years because the Navigation had become "the 
subject of Family Settlements, and is now entailed upon 
various incapacitated Persons, Femmes Covert, Infants 

25. ACN 1/9. Directors' Minute Book. 26. Ibid. 
27. ACN 3/7/7. 28. Ibid. 
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etc. and which, to use the language of the Preamble to 
one of its Acts of Parliament 'has tended manifestly to 
the encouragement of the Wóollen Manufactory and the 
trade of commerce of the country'."29 If the proprietors 
resorted to the stock answers used in defence of all 
navigation and canal monopolies, their incapacity to 
advance new arguments did not hide the fact that they 
took the rival canal scheme seriously. In April 1827 
Thomas Telford, the country's leading civil engineer, 
was asked to survey the Calder and an impressive 
finance committee was set up to raise the necessary 
loans. In September Telford's plan for the Calder and 
Leather's for the Aire were adopted. Levels, maps, sur-
veys and estimates were requested to be drawn up im-
mediately to support an application to Parliament and 
and a committee of nine proprietors was formed to meet 
each week to deal with the progress of their Bill. Lee 
and Watson's canal bill "after a severe struggle" was 
defeated for a second time on 3 March, 1828 by a 
majority of eighty-eight.3° The Act for improving the 
Aire and Calder and extending facilities at Goole was 
speeded through all its stages to receive the Royal 
Assent in June 1828. 

For the next fifteen years the Company was occu; 
pied in carrying out these major improvements. By 1842 
over half a million pounds had been expended in goug-
ing the rivers seven feet deep, fitting a new set of eigh-
teen feet wide locks and cutting out the loops and bends 
that had been the bogey of the Navigation since its 
earliest days .3' The works were impressive: the distance 
by water from Wakefield to the Aire was cut by five and 
a half miles; the new course crossed the Calder at 
Stanley Ferry by an aqueduct. At last, 143 years after 

29. Ibid. The printed reply of the Navigation is dated 12 Feb., 1827. 
30. ACN1/28. 
31. The following figures show the cumulative total spent under the 1828 

Act (9 Geo IV c. 98), by Dec. 31st, 1831, £74,998; 1832, £109,925; 
1833, £165,603; 1834, £202,995; 1835, £264,605; 1836, £313,781: 1837, 
£366,612; 1838, £405,217; 1839, £437,754; 1840, £469,150; 1841, 
£476,744: 1842, £503,316. 
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the first Act of incorporation and after dividends of well 
over £3,000,000 had been paid out to a grasping coterie 
of Undertakers, a navigation, "equalled by few and 
excelled by none in 'the kingdom", 32 had been completed. 
It allowed ships of 100 tons to reach Leeds and Wake-
field with ease. 

It must have provided a good deal of amusement 
to Messrs Lee and Watson and those traders who had 
always opposed the Navigation to see the Company 
engaged on the canalisation of the rivers at the same 
time as an army of navvies was feverishly laying rail 
tracks in the Calder valley and across the flat terrain 
from Leeds to Hull. Had they known that the Company 
was spending over a million pounds between 1820 and 
1843 at the same time as their annual revenue had 
reached a ceiling of £150,000 their mirth would have 
known no bounds. More serious observers would simply 
have drawn the conclusion that improvement should 
have taken place forty years earlier. And such an argu-
ment was a good one. The financial position of the 
Company would easily have allowed the scale of works 
eventually undertaken to have been completed in the 
1780s and 1790s. Unless spurred to action, the Com-
pany was all too ready to do nothing, confident that its 
monopoly was impregnable and that reference to its 
early difficulties and the improvements of the 1770s was 
sufficient testimony to its worth. 

Yet it is easy to say what the Navigation should have 
done, for hindsight is a common faculty. The positive 
side of the improvements taking place simultaneously 
with the early railways is that the Company had at last 
poured so much money into these that it was prepared 
to defend its interests to the last ditch. Many river navi-
gations and canals fell easy prey to the railways in the 

32. To quote the partisan account of John Priestley, the Company's chief 
clerk for nearly forty years and the author of Historical Account of the 
Navigable Rivers . . . (1831). 
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1840s and the 1850s. But the Aire and Calder Naviga-
tion stood out boldly against the threatening new mon-
opoly. Its role of underdog was a novel one, and it is 
to this conflict between the Navigation and the railways 
that we must now turn. 

II 

The prize the Aire and Calder Navigation defended 
was a rich one. For four generations the Undertakers 
had reaped handsome profits from the virtual monopoly 
of long distance transpo'rt in the West Riding wool 
textile area. When William Milner estimated in 1698 
that some 4,000 tons of goods were exchanged annually 
between Hull and the West Yorkshire townships, even 
a man of such bold vision could never have anticipated 
the growth that was to take place in the next century. 33 
Moreover, as trade grew it diversified. The most profit-
able branch of the Navigation—and the reason for its 
creation—was always the transport of wool, cloth and 
dyestuffs, but as the textile towns expanded, the outflow 
of coal, stone and lime from the region exchanged for 
the agricultural produce of the North and East Ridings, 
Lincolnshire and East Anglia grew rapidly. Primarily 
it was an East-West trade through Selby, Hull and later 
Goole, a route that was particularly vulnerable to any 
rail links that united Manchester with Leeds and Wake-
field and the latter towns with Hull. And because this 
trade route was one of the most important in the coun-
try, because the monopoly and wealth of the Aire and 
Calder Navigation had been resented for clòse on a 
century the Company was one of the first to be threat-
ened by the new railways. The history of legendary 
dividends and the vision of the crowded rivers was suffi-
cient to attract the least imaginative railway promoter. o 

33. Temple Newsam Mss. (Leeds), TN/LAS/i. 
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The first real threat of this sort was an entirely familiar 
one. Although the over ambitious proposals to link 
Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds and Hull by rail did not 
materialise in 1825, out of its ashes four years later came 
the scheme to link Leeds and Selby by rail and institute 
a steam packet service down the Ouse to Hull. The plan 
was most actively canvassed by a number of Hull share-
holders who were alarmed by the growth of Goole. In 
Leeds itself it had the support of some of the town's 
more influential citizens including 'the factory pioneers, 
Benjamin Gott and John Marshall (now a Yorkshire 
M.P.) and Edward Baineš, the tireless pushing editor of 
the Leeds Mercury.34 Curiously the Undertakers' re-
action to this by-passing of the Navigation was sur-
prisingly mild. The Bill had already passed the Com-
mittee stage before the Company attempted to organise 
resistance amongst the landowners and then it agreed to 
"bear one half of the expense of the Opposition of the 
landowners ... provided such expense does not exceed 
E500".11 Those Undertakers who had fought the canal 
proposals sixty years earlier must have turned in their 
graves at the paucity of effort, the lack of petitions and 
the trifling amount of money expended in opposing the 
railway. When Richard Fountayne Wilson, a Naviga-
tion trustee and M.P. for Yorkshire, maintained that the 
towns along the rivers "would sit down and weep like 
the daughters of Babylon" the trading community dis-
missed his tragic biblical simile as pious humbug-" Of 
ourse both the working of Parliament itself had im-
perceptibly changed and the 'balance of economic inter-
ests in the county shifted so that it was much more 
difficult to defend a monopoly position than it had been 
two generations earlier. Also the railways themselves 

34. Far the best account of the Leeds and Selby Railway is to be found in 
W. Tomlinson, op. cit., 203-5, 233-4, 254-60. 

35. ACN 1/9. 36. W. Tomlinson, op. cit., 204. 
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were still largely unproven in 1829. 37 Yet when this has 
been admitted there still appears to have been a lack 
of drive amongst the Undertakers in their opposition 
to the Leeds and Selby Railway. 

If the Undertakers were uncertain about the spread 
of the railways in the 1820s, the reality of effective com-
petition had collected their thoughts by the time the 
mania of 1836 burst upon them .3' As soon as the Leeds 
and Selby Line was opened (September, 1834) the 
Company found it expedient to reduce its rates in its 
merchandise category three times within three months. 
With the final reduction dues were claimed to have 
been cut by as much as sixty per cent.39 The Company 
no doubt panicked, but 1835 was a gloomy year for the 
Navigation .40 Although total dues from corn, coal, stone 
and lime increased, the income from the high value 
merchandise sector of the table of rates fell from £55,043 
to £36,540.' When therefore a variety of railway 
schemes were announced in early 1836 the Navigation 
was prepared on the experience of the workings of the 
Leeds and Selby Railway to defend its position more 
effectively than it had seven years earlier. 

Four major promotions threatened the Company: 
the North Midland; the York and North Midland; the 
Great Northern; and most importantly, the Manchester 
and Leeds .42 A Committee of five of the most committed 

37. Initially the ACN saw the new steam boats providing some answer to 
the railways. In 1832 they were strengthening the river banks since "it 
has been considered advisable to secure the slopes of the New Works 
in a more substantial manner than was first intended to enable them 
to withstand the effects of Steam Navigation which the Rivalry of Rail-
roads will require to be adopted in future". 

38. Rates were marginally reduced in 1829 when the Leeds-Selby Railway 
was first announced. 

39. Although rates were reduced on cloth, wool, dye-woods, groceries and 
timber, those on corn, coal, lime and stone were left untouched. 

40. In this year there was reported a "Great decrease in foreign trade at 
Goole". 

41. Even in this category tonnage increased by 33,904 tons, a fact which 
surprised the Undertakers whose long monopoly position seems to have 
given them a fixed volume theory of trade. See Table I. 

42. This paragraph is constructed from ACN 1/9, 28, 29. 
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and influential Undertakers was despatched to London 
to prepare petitions, rally the landowners and oppose 
the Bills in Parliament. Eight committee meetings were 
held in three weeks during March and at one time three 
members of the deputation were seeing each other 
informally every day. Once the dust of immediate 
activity had settled the directors began to formulate 
some sort of policy. Guided by their most forceful and 
diligent spokesman, the Rev. James Armitage Rhodes, 
the caucus of directors saw that it was futile both to 
oppose the railways outright and raise every conceiv-
able piddling objection against them. They therefore 
began a series of negotiations with the railway com-
panies which aimed to protect their property, secure 
guarantees of minimum disruption of the Navigation 
during bridge construction and fix compensation where 
necessary. To the railway promoters their opposition 
seemed powerful and implacable, 43 yet their minutes do 
not reveal this assurance. From the outset the small 
committee knew they were defeated. As far as the North 
Midland was concerned "it was evident from the first 
day that by investigating the merits was meant passing 
the Bill. Every statement of the Promoters was acqui-
esced in and every Opposition to it disregarded." When 
deviations, concocted during the Easter recess, were 
proposed by the Navigation, "they were speedily 
discarded. So too was our Case, which was opened when 
never more than five and frequently only four were 
present and not one paying attention whatever, but 
writing letters." In the enthusiasm for railways which 
was sweeping the country the handful of Undertakers 
was ignored in Parliament and the County. Their influ-
ence now rested largely on the fact that they were 
experienced, prosperous land-owners, clergymen and 
bankers and even railway promoters listened to such 
respectable gentlemen. 

43. E.g., from the viewpoint of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, see 
S. Broadbridge, op. cit., 5-6. 
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Although there was no financial restriction on oppo-
sition as there had been in 1829-30—the little committee 
spent £16,300 in London during 1836—the Undertakers 
were hamstrung by divisions amongst themselves. The 
Railway Companies used this knowledge to the full. 
The auditor sadly reported back from London that "the 
great difficulty the Navigation had to encounter was the 
Statement perpetually repeated that the Directors were 
not agreed respecting the Opposition and that some of 
these were sanctioning the Railways.' 4 Sir John Beckett, 
a small proprietor but influential M.P., was named. 
But the real defector was much more damaging. He was 
no less than the chairman of the Navigation, Sir John 
Lowther. Lowther, second son of that indefatigable Rev. 
Sir . William Lowther who had been so busy about the 
Navigation's affairs in the 1770s, was again a relatively 
small shareholder and he never had the authority in 
the Company that Richard Fountayne Wilson, John 
Spencer-Stanhope, Sir William Milner and the Rev. J. 
Armitage Rhodes monopolised. Nor was he always party 
to their inner counsels, but deference to his social 
position (he was brother of the Earl of Lonsdale and 
son-in-law of the Earl of Westmorland) and age gave 
him titular control of the Company after 1823. Always 
troublesome about his coal staithes and waggon way at 
Swillington, his fellow directors saw nothing sinister in 
his attempt to get his son J. H. Lowther elected M.P. 
for York in 1832. John Henry failed twice to win the 
York electorate, but in 1835, after a notorious election 
campaign, he was returned as Tory M.P. for the city. 
During his three year connection with the town he had 
come to rely a great deal on the support of George 

44. ACN 1/28. Maude continued, "To this must be added that the Rail-
way Projectors made a most active canvas, had secured the services of 
Sir John Beckett and Lord Stanley and that the very decided steps 
taken against the Navigation in the Commons and the peculiar Pre-
dicaments in which the Lords stood at the time as a great National 
Question, prevented the Upper House from interfering to check, as it 
was expected they would have done that Rage for Railways which then 
prevailed." 
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Hudson, the one-time Lord Mayor of York and chief 
promoter of the York and North Midland Railway in 
1836. And the grateful Hudson was rewarded by the 
Lowthers' warm support. To its despair the Navigation 
found that the principal spokesman in the House of 
Commons for the rival railways was the son of its own 
chairman. At the annual assembly of the Navigation in 
1837 the seventy-eight-year-old baronet, who had iden-
tified his interests firmly with Hudson in the county, 
had the good grace to retire from the chair although he 
remained a trustee of the Company for several more 
years. He disappears from the Navigation's history not 
in a blaze of recrimination about his perfidy, not even 
in a controversy about his age but in a row over the 
ownership of his coal staith at Woodlesford which 
dragged on for years. 

Later in 1836 there were several attempts to open 
up Goole by railway and again the Undertakers had to 
formulate policy quickly. Again they intimated that they 
"would probably not oppose those Railways merely on 
account of any supposed diminution of Tolls arising 
upon the Navigation in consequence of these under-
takings," but they were adamant that they alone would 
construct any railway on their estate in Goole itself.46 
It was the best card they held during their entire oppo-
sition of the railways for without adequate communi-
cation with the docks any rail link was largely useless. 
The most serious contenders for the Goole link-up were 
the York and North Midland and the Manchester and 
Leeds Railway Companies who began negotiations with 
the Undertakers on these terms. When the latter's plans 
were produced, "not withstanding the understanding 
which was entered into at previous meetings" it gave 
notice that it proposed to obtain powers to enter the 

45. R. S. Lambert, The Railway King (1934), 33, 37, 41. 
46. ACN 1/9, 28. See also B. F. Duckham, op. cit., 99-i06; and J. D. Por-

teous, "A New Canal Port in the Railway Age: Railway Projection to 
Goole 1830-1914", Transport History, 3 (1969), 25-46. 
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Navigation's estate at Goole. The Navigation in turn 
intimated that it would oppose this and all similar in-
fringement to the utmost. In the event all the proposals 
to link Goole with Doncaster, Wakefield, Barnsley and 
the Midland and York and North Midland Railways at 
either Normanton, Altofts or Burton Salmon came to 
nothing as the mania subsided in 1837. The Under-
takers simply had to wait and see what the effects of 
those three major railways47 successfully floated in 1836 
would be. 

Of course the dialogue between the Navigation and 
the railways continued .4' There was a voluminous 
correspondence about viaducts, bridges and deviations, 
and the Navigation's policy soon became a strict insist-
ence on the absolute letter of each individual Railway 
Act. At times agreement was reached amicably enough: 
in 1838 "the most perfect harmony" was said to exist 
between the Undertakers and the North Midland Rail-
way Company (perhaps because the latter had just paid 
them £20,000 compensation) and during the same year 
the Navigation engineer began supervising the building 
of Kirkthorp Viaduct over the Calder for the Man-
chester and Leeds Railway. More often, however, there 
were "studied silences", long consultations with legal 
advisers and threats of injunctions. Nevertheless the 
Aire and Calder Navigation experienced a brief Indian 
summer of prosperity in the late 1830s. In 1836 income 
had "already in a great measure recovered from the 
effect" of the Leeds and Selby Railway's competition, 
"in spite of very great exertions to divert the Merchan-
dise from off our line." During the next four years there 
was a further progressive improvement that the Com-
pany felt was remarkable when the "Great Depression 

47. i.e., the Manchester and Leeds, York and North Midland, the North 
Midland Companies. 

48. This and the next paragraph are based on the annual reports for these 
years and the Directors' minutes (ACN 1/9-10) and the "Chairman's 
Notes" 1835-1844 (ACN 1/26). 
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of Trade" was taken into account. Revenue was never 
higher than in 1839 and 1840 and the Undertakers felt 
they could appreciably increase their dividends in both 
these years. Success bred complacency. The report of 
1840 pointed out that two-thirds of the Company's 
income "arises from articles which are but in a slight 
degree affected by the competition of Railroads." 

No sooner was the ink dry on this report than the 
newly opened Manchester and Leeds Railway began a 
ruinous price war. It heralded the most difficult decade 
in the Navigation Company's history. Like the coming 
of agricultural depression in the 1870s when farmers 
were unable to sort out whether the extra-ordinary wet 
summers or wheat imports was the real cause of distress, 
the Company was uncertain whether the acute recession 
of the early 1840s or the railways explained their 
serious tumble in income after 1840. In 1842 and 1843 
they maintained that the crisis in trade was the more 
likely explanation. But they were deluding themselves. 
The Manchester and Leeds, much the most significant 
rival to the Navigation, employed all the weapons that 
railways used to squeeze competing waterways: they 
slashed rates; they attempted to buy the carriers off 
the Navigation (a serious threat since the Navigation 
now had so little of the carrying trade in its own hands); 
they leased the Calder-Hebble Navigation, which joined 
Halifax with Wakefield, and linked up the Rochdale 
canal to provide the through connection with Manches-
ter, thereby smashing any plans the Navigation had to 
unify rates and policies on the three waterways .4' The 

49. For the Calder-Hebble and Manchester and Leeds Railway Agreement 
see W. Jackman, op. cit., 636-7. Jackman stated that the railway soon 
cut the Calder-Hebble's revenue from £70,000 to £28,000 by competi-
tion. Then when it gained possession it increased dues on the Naviga-
tion to ruin the trans-Pennine transit of goods by water. The Railway 
Times 10 Feb., 1844 stated dues on the Navigation were advanced 
from ld. to 2d. per mile and the Manchester and Leeds' chairman 
admitted charges were even higher over shorter distances although he 
maintained they had merely gone back to the level that existed before 
the railways (Railway Times 16 March, 1844). 
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important Halifax and Manchester branch of its traffic 
was effectively immobilised and its only reply to these 
attacks was to make major reductions in tolls in 1841 
and 1842.° The carriage of coal, lime and stone was 
little affected given the depression. Corn dues faltered 
but merchandise income slumped by nearly a half 
between 1839 and 1842. And it never recovered. Agree-
ments with the railway companies were worthless. Nego-
tiations with the York and North Midland (who now 
leased the Leeds and Selby line) broke down after an 
apparent understanding. The annual report for 1841 
pointed out their futility: "Within a very short period 
the Railway Companies deviated from their own agree-
ment". Therefore the Aire and Calder Navigation was 
one of those waterways which sought Parliamentary 
sanction for two Acts to place canals and river naviga-
tions on an equal footing with the railways both in res-
pect of their becoming carriers and in varying their 
rates on different parts of their line. What comfort it 
derived from these pieces of legislation was transient. 
In the same year, 1844, the great railway mania burst 
upon the Navigation. 

The Company was threatened with thirteen Bills 
that year which affected it in some way. Six of these 
required watching only in so far as they contained pro-
posals to cross the Navigation; three needed closer 
scrutiny because they proposed linkages between rail-
ways and existing canals and river navigations and the 
Undertakers felt an important question of principle was 
involved; four necessitated entire involvement because 
they proposed connecting Goole "with the Mining and 
Manufacturing district". 

Already the townsfolk of Goole had petitioned twice 
for rail access to help alleviate the effects of economic 
depression in the early 1840s. This time the Undertakers 

50. They dismissed the motion of supporting a carrier's monopoly from 
Hull to Manchester. 
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realised they must do something. Goole was now one 
of the most profitable parts of the Navigation's income 
and its outlet to the sea a benefit which gave the Com-
pany an advantage over the vast majority of land-
locked canals. Yet like other ports it clearly had to be 
served by a railway otherwise it was in danger of becom-
ing a white elephant. The Undertakers had therefore 
to attempt to achieve some sort of balance between 
stimulating the port and at the same time securing a 
minimum obstruction of traffic for the Goole canal.5' 
Since Goole had become a great transit port for corn 
many Railway Companies cast a greedy eye over it. 
Captain Laws of the Manchester and Leeds Railway 
wrote, "I see in Goole such a field of speculation as I 
do not know to exist in any other part of the Kingdom. 52. 
The Undertakers tossed their arguments up. Should 
they oppose all the railways wanting to come to Goole? 
Should they try to select the best scheme?, or should 
they simply protect their own property in Goole? The 
last was found to be the only possible solution and they 
therefore drew plans for a line, station and dock in 
Goole which would serve the purpose of any railway. 
In the end an agreement was made with the Wakefield-
Pontefract-Goole Railway, which soon became absorbed 
in the Manchester and Leeds Company.53 

Even when this difficult question had been settled 
pressure on the Navigation did not ease. That same 
quartet of directors who travelled up to London by rail 
each spring for the new session of Parliament was 
inundated with schemes. By 1845 they had developed 
an enormous expertise. The Rev. J. Armitage Rhodes, 
a cleric with £10,000 a year and no benefice, John 
Blayds, the wealthy Leeds banker, John Spencer-Stan-
hope, a South Yorkshire gentleman who had married 
a daughter of Coke of Holkham, Richard Fountayne 

i. B. F. Duckham, op. cit., 102. 
52. Railway Times, 4 Oct., 1845. 
53. For this railway see Railway Times, 4 Oct., 20 Dec., 1845. The Navi-

gation spent over £60,000 on the track, station and railway dock in 
Goole during 1847 and 1848. 
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Wilson, whose family had derived a minimum income 
of £4,000 a year for over half a century from the Navi-
gation, scurried between their hotels and the House of 
Commons fighting a losing battle to keep pace with the 
thirty-eight Bills which they claimed affected the Navi-
gation in some way or another in 1846. In fact little 
could be done about any of these Bills beyond scrutin-
ising them to ensure that the minimum physical dis-
ruption of the Navigation would be caused. 

By the beginning of 1846 therefore the Company 
was switching its policies away from an increasingly 
useless opposition to the railways to negotiations with 
them and the canal companies about rates and agree-
ments.54 In neither branch of these discussions was it 
very successful. Certainly in 1846 the Company man-
aged to get the Rochdale Canal Bill, which if it had 
passed into law, would have effectively secured to the 
Manchester and Leeds Company the command of the 
traffic between Lancashire and the Humber, thrown out 
and on its insistence the Railway Commissioners de-
clared the 'Calder-Hebble agreement with the same rail-
way illegal. Yet when it came to concrete suggestions 
about low rates and uniform management with the 
canal companies talks broke down. In 1847 it was pos-
sible for the Aire and Calder Navigation to have leased 
the Barnsley canal and the Calder-Hebble Navigation, 
and bought the Rochdale canal outright; but always 
there were quibbles about prices and the bad con-
dition of the canals .51 Any railway promoter would have 
overcome these difficulties, but developments in the 
past ten years made the Undertakers extremely cautious. 
In their negotiations with the railway companies they 

54. This paragraph is based upon ACN 1/26, 28, 29. 
55. Eventually agreements about toil reductions were concluded: in 1848 

the Rochdale Canal and Calder-Hebble Navigation were reported to be 
reducing rates by 25 to 100 per cent. In 1851 the Leeds-Liverpool Canal 
and the Aire and Calder Navigation jointly leased the Bradford canal 
for seven years to stop it falling into the hands of a railway company. 
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appeared to be more successful in establishing princi-
ples on which to base agreement. By 1847 they regret-
fully realised that they could not hope to retain much 
of the traffic in merchandise, but they believed that by 
relinquishing claims to this they could keep a good 
deal of the trade in coal, stone and lime and the vital 
shipment of corn up the rivers. In 1849 the Manchester 
and Leeds (now the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway) 
and the York :and North Midland apparently recognised 
this division. But no sooner was agreement reached than 
the Navigation was threatened further by the Sheffield-
Wakefield Railway which drew off Barnsley coals and 
the Great Northern Railway whose connection with 
Wakefield, the great corn market of the West Riding, 
threatened the Eastern Counties corn trade. However 
many drawbacks were introduced and dues reduced 
(there was another major reduction in 1851) revenues 
slumped. The annual reports became blacker, their 
prose more funereal. Of course the railway mania was 
at an end and the Navigation, after twenty-five years 
of improvement, in a splendid condition but the results 
of competition had been devastating for this proud 
company. There was no prospect of peace or plenty. 

It was little satisfaction that the railways did not 
return the high dividends that the Navigation had done 
for nearly a century and none to know - given the 
indifferent record of the Company in this respect - 
that traders found the transport far cheaper and more 
efficient than it had ever known. The railways had 
captured the trade in merchandise (there was never 
any passenger traffic worth speaking of on the Aire and 
Calder) and the Navigation in 1850 watched helplessly 
the heavily-capitalised railways, now eager to absorb 
every description of transport, turn their attention to 
the corn and coal trade on the rivers. 
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III 

In conclusion something briefly should be said 
about the finance and management of the Company in 
the first half of the nineteenth century. The Company's 
financial position at the outset of the century was an 
extremely sound one. Although revenue showed a hesi-
tancy to increase after 1804 commitments were minimal. 
The dividend remained at £48,000 after 1806 and the 
loans account seldom moved far above £40,000. Indeed 
there was a regular paying off of loans during these 
years. It seems to have been instigated by lenders' with-
drawals rather than an act of deliberate policy for when 
the daughters and nieces of Undertakers sought a safe 
place for their inheritances the Company obligingly 
"borrowed" at the current rate of interest. In 1820 
therefore with outstanding loans of only £38,250 and 
with a regular surplus of income over expenditure the 
Navigation could contemplate the creation of Goole 
and its canal without increasing its share capital.-" 
Table II shows the state of the Company's borrowing 
at the end of each year after 1821. An expenditure of 
well over £1,000,000 on capital works at Goole and on 
the rivers between 1820 and 1843, besides routine re-
pairs, was met both by loans 'and attempts to pay for 
works out of current earnings. Borrowing was no prob-
lem. There was no enterprise in the North of England 
which held a higher reputation for financial stability 
and honesty than the Aire and Calder Navigation. 
Therefore loans were normally made by coteries of 
bankers and industrialists who were known to either 

56. There was more than £14,000 deposited with Beckett's Bank and 
£42,456 invested in the Funds at the end of that year. The auditor 
commented "by the establishment of a deposit fund you are not quite 
unprepared to meet the expensive contemplated improvements in your 
navigation." It is easy to censure the Undertakers' lack of wisdom in 
creating such a fund. Clearly it should have been started thirty-forty 
years earlier, but the Undertakers never contemplated major improve-
ments between 1778 and 1818 (except at the height of the Canal 
Mania) and they always had the utmost ease in borrowing money. 
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the Undertakers or who were shareholders themselves 
and the relatives and friends of the proprietors. In 
1826, for example, the Rev. J. Armitage Rhodes's father 
lent 02,25,000 and two years later a further £28,000. 
John Blayds, the Becketts, Tews, Leathams, Arthur 
Heywood and the Gaskell brothers, all wealthy bankers 
of the utmost repute and integrity lent the Company the 
sums it required. These loans of £10,000, £20,000, 
£30,000 remained with the Company for years, and 
those of spinsters like Miss Lowther, Miss Rhodes and 
Miss Maude were seldom speedily withdrawn. And 
although a credit balance was normally kept with the 
Company's bank—Becketts and B1ayds—there was no 
upper limit when overdrafts were arranged. In 1835 
when £120,000 was paid for a contract on the Calder 
works the Navigation paid £45,000 and Becketts agreed 
to lend the rest. 57 The trouble was that borrowing was 
too easy. By hard times came in the 1840s there was 
no surplus to reduce the loan account and although 
interest rates were low (three-and-a-half per cent in 
1843), when they climbed to five per cent in 1847 the 
Company found it was paying £20,827, or one-sixth of 
total income, in interest charges. Since revenues fell by 
one-third in the 1840s this was an extremely serious 
position if dividends were going to be maintained at 
their old levels. There was a special meeting in Novem-
ber 1847 to examine the Company's finances. William 
Beckett was consulted, but nothing seems to have been 
done. The dividend was not cut until 1852 although 
William Leatham, the Wakefield banker, was offering 
to advance £15,000 to pay the third quarter's dividend 
in 1849. Of course dividends, absorbing over fifty per 
cent of income, were too high but when as in 1847 it 
seemed likely that they would be cut there was a much 
larger turn-out of proprietors who had never attended 
a Navigation meeting in their lives before and all those 

57. ACN1/9. 

1. 
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arguments about femmes covert and minors were 
heard again. Yet the writing was on the wall. However 
much the Undertakers assured themselves about the 
most complete and efficient state of the Navigation it 
was clear in 1850 that dividends and interest charges 
could not go on absorbing three-quarters of the Com-
pany's diminishing gross receipts.8 

It is always difficult to be judicious in commenting 
on the management of a company. Every business his-
torian has his own criteria to evaluate performance. 
To some the Navigation would be the receptacle of 
every vice known to capitalism. Son succeeded father 
holding the offices of chairman, trustee or director across 
three or four generations. Three score 59 venal Under-
takers shared out these wonderful spoils, exacted from 
a defenceless industrial community, year after year. 
The Wilson and Milner families each received over 
£1,000,000 in dividends between 1750 and 1900 on 
investments which had originally cost their ancestors 
less than £5,000 apiece. To other historians the stress 
would be on the development of management within 
the Company, although even here those who believed 
that equality of opportunity encouraged greater busi-
ness initiative would quickly note that son and nephew 
followed father and uncle in the post of engineer, 
auditor .and clerk almost as regularly as amongst the 
directorate. 

Each interpretation has its value. But it should be 
stressed that between 1800 and 1820 the direction of the 
Navigation seemed to be at a low ebb. Between 1700 
and 1775 control had remained in the capable hands of 
William Milner and the two Richard Wilsons. After 
1775 no director of comparable stature emerged. Not 

58. The above section is based upon figures taken from the annual reports, 
the directors' minutes and ACN 2/12. 

59. There were fifty-five shareholders in 1817, 124 in 1841 and 139 in 
1851. Subdivision on death and sales which split up holdings were the 
only reasons for the sharp increase between 1817 and 1841. 
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until the late 1820s when the Reverend J. Armitage 
Rhodes took an increasing interest in affairs was this 
crisis over. Then when he gained ascendancy in the 
Company he was absolutely tireless in its affairs.6° For 
years he never missed a meeting; he went up to London 
each spring to take charge of opposition to the railway 
bills; he met railway directors at almost every junction 
between York, Manchester and Derby to haggle over 
rates and routes; he spent every Tuesday seeing the 
heads of the various managerial departments in the 
Company. One day he was interviewing the harbour 
master at Goole about his absences from duty, the next 
he was writing to the Archbishop of York cataloguing 
the necessary requirements for a clergyman at the new 
church at Goole. "Talent, Energy, Prudence, some 
Experiences and . . . a powerful voice" were essential". 
It was probably a list which reflected Rhodes's own 
qualities. 

Rhodes was superbly bred for business, although it 
was unusual in Victorian England for a clergyman to 
deploy his talents in such an ungodly field as canal 
management. And it must be remembered that his 
chairmanship was based on the efficiency of a capable 
managerial staff. Although the caucus of seven or eight 
directors who always ran the Navigation, virtually with-
out reference to the rest of the Undertakers, met 
much more frequently, they increasingly relied on this 
management for both the detailed running of the Com-
pany and the evolution of long term plans. Negotia-
tions with the railways about tables of rates, etc. were 
highly technical affairs and the business of the Navi-

60. He was not chairman until R. F. Wilson's death in 1847 but it was 
clear by 1830 that he was the dominant director. He did not start life 
in the Company with the advantages of a Milner, Wilson or Spencer-
Stanhope although his father had made one of the largest fortunes 
during the Industrial Revolution in Leeds. He had bought his Naviga-
tion shares in the 1800s and Rhodes did not inherit all of them. By 1840 
he and his children were receiving an annual dividend of £3,600. 

61. ACN 4/2. Unfortunately Rhodes's copy letter book (1848-1854) is vir-
tually illegible. 
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gation itself was much more involved than it had been 
before 1800. Some of the older, more port-sodden direc-
tors summoned to Leeds from the country found it diffi-
cult to keep abreast of affairs. 62 Decision making there-
fore after the 1780s became more and more the preroga-
tive of the auditor (first appointed in 1816), the chief 
clerk and the engineer. Naturally the Chairman of the 
Company was kept abreast of developments and he 
retained leadership in the overall strategy of railway 
opposition .61 But the annual reports after 1816 show 
how influential the managers had become.6 With the 
odd exception they were devoted to the Company's 
affairs. John Priestley, chief clerk for almost forty years, 
gave the Undertakers most notable service. He was 
still working at Wakefield in 1852 when the Company 
decided to present him with several pieces of suit-
ably inscribed plate. Rhodes, asking for contributions 
towards the presentation, wrote "If any more formal 
Ceremony should be 'thought requisite the Annual 
Meeting would no doubt be the best if it is not venturing 
too much on the Continuance of Mr. Priestley's Life. 
He is already 84 or 85! !.)65 

Judged even by their performance in the 1840s the 
Company in comparison with other canals and river 
navigations did well. Or at least it survived. The lacer-

62. Committee meetings of the directors (the four trustees and ten leading 
and involved Undertakers) took place normally about half a dozen 
times a year. In 1836 there were no fewer than nineteen but this was 
unusual. If the directors met more frequently in the nineteenth century 
their meetings were also less convivial than they had been before 1800. 
After 1823 no more meetings were held in the Wakefield and Leeds 
inns: business was more soberly conducted in the Navigation's own 
offices. There were also two more or less permanent sub-committees, 
finance and the railways watch-committee. 

63. ACN 4/159, letter book of the engineer, T. H. Bartholomew shows the 
relationship between him and the Chairman to have been friendly, if 
deferential. Bartholomew and the other managers formulated policies: 
final decisions were made by Rhodes. 

64. William Maude the auditor was paid £500 a year in 1817 as was 
Priestley. The resident engineer received £400. There is no indication 
that they received an advance in salaries before 1850. 

6. ACN 4/2, J. A. Rhodes to J. G. Smyth, M.P., 23 Feb., 1852. 

4 
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ation of trade beyond Wakefield" in the early 1840s, 
which occurred with the opening of the Leeds-Man-
chester Railway and the defection of the Calder-Hebble 
Navigation, was a great blow, although the Naviga-
tion was fortunate to have a virtual outlet to the sea 
at Goole and be in the line 'of flourishing corn and coal 
trade. Above all, the Company relied on its enormous 
dignity and repute. Captain Laws found the Under-
takers never acted otherwise than highly honourably. 67 
Every railway promoter, every industrialist and country 
gentlemen knew that they had more than met their 
match with Mr Blayds, the Rev. Mr Rhodes, Mr Spencer-
Stanhope and Mr Fountayne Wilson in terms of solid 
worth and wealth. The Aire and Calder Navigation was 
a wonderful inheritance and its Undertakers defended 
it well. 68 

1. 

66. In 1828 eight-thirteenths of the Navigation trade was reckoned to be 
centred on the Calder. This was a dramatic reversal of the eighteenth 
century position, and reflected the growth of Wakefield as a key corn 
market, the opening up of the Barnsley coalfield and the capture of 
some of the trans-Pennine trade with the completion of the Rochdale 
canal. 

67. Railway Times, 4 Oct., 1845. 
68. I am most grateful to Dr T. R. Gourvish for his comments on this 

paper. 
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TABLE I 
Aire and Calder Navigation Accounts: 1817-1851' 

EXPEND-
ANNUAL STONE MER- ITURE ON TOTAL 

TOTAL2 Dlvi- & CHAN- ROUTINE EXPEND-
YEAR RECEIPTS DENDS COAL LIME CORN DISE REPAIRS ITURE 

1817 87,725 52,000 21,749 10,467 16,507 33,390 5,141 67,457 
1818 91,795 54,000 22,826 11,202 16,790 37,662 9,456 78,550 
1819' 87,145  22,755 14,182 14,291 30,818 12,639 87,233 
1820 92,266 58,000 26,712 12,204 14,508 34,974 11,388 84,453 
1821 88,795  22,720 10,676 14,720 36,000 8,400 77,488 
1822 99,320 ,, 23,177 11,004 19,763 42,370 14,000 - 

1823 111,650 60,000 25,695 12,229 18,396 45,587 11,700 87,762 
1824 116,995 64,000 25,127 15,104 21,458 47,359 10,277 91,352 
1825 124,677 70,000 25,671 18,076 19,949 52,473 12,414 120,609 
1826 116,441 ,, 27,816 19,447 19,849' 43,226 12,395 101,977 
1827 125,695 ,, 28,771 17,533 23,322 49,609 17,826 - 

1828 128,708 60,000 30,081 18,284 23,740 47,882 20,710 152,974 
1829 124,711 ,, 29,773 15,992 21,935 47,113 13,741 157,834 
1830 126,411 ,, 29,989 15,398 27,158 48,860 7,974 - 

1831 131,944 54,000 34,183 14,959 27,158 49,479 - - 

1832 132,144 ,, 33,377 15,205 24,360 53,284 c.7,000 - 

1833 140,192 ,, 30,189 15,127 28,387 56,993 10,070 - 

1834 140,906 ,, 31,407 15,968 28,301 55,043 10,763 133,780 
1835 125,732 ,, 34,018 12,823 31,554 36,540 8,097 156,609 
1836 185,622 ,, 34,385 13,209 34,803 41,730 9,177 151,155 
1837 140,173 ,, 39,319 14,761 34,362 39,980 - 149,568 
1838 146,6133  37,504 14,976 36,866 45,191 - 146,344 
1839 159,449 ,, 39,738 16,007 41,750 47,563 13,581 145,217 
1840 159,238 60,000 44,313 16,488 39,101 45609 12,007 219,8854 
1841 140,011 66,000 42,723 13,546 37,777 31,674 c.23,500 144,982 
1842 126,886 ,, 39,860 13,495 31,058 24,791 13,488 149,338 
1843 120,809 60,000 39,279 12,834 31,118 24,003 10,271 121,882 
1844 127,158 ,, 41,424 14,635 32,231 24,895 9,997 116,994 
1845 128,492 ,, 41,318 16,214 32,473 24,648 6,861 115,709 
1846 122,575 ,, 33,792 17,409 35,324 22,320 6,770 119,108 
1847 124,809 ,, 38,193 18,854 34,449 19,721 - 149755 
1848 119,710 ,, 35,580 17,955 39,411 14,029 - - 

1849 117,209 ,, 34,349 14,109 38,772 14,314 - 124,877 
1850 119,587 ,, 34,818 15,402 38,458 15,056 11,972 144,372 
1851 106,468 ,,5 32,218 16,0416 31,847 8,4167 11,006 100,732 

i. Figures for the years 1775-1816 will be found in R. G. Wilson, op. cit., 
Table II. 

2. These figures are not comparable with total receipts before 1817 for two 
reasons: a new system of accounting was initiated in 1817; before 1817 
the figure was always inflated by the balance from the previous year 
which was added to the current year's total income. Therefore the figures 
after 1817 are by no means as gloomy as a quick glance suggests. It will 
be seen that the figures for corn, coal, etc. show no diminution. 

3. A further £20,000 compensation from the North Midland Railway Com-
pany should be added to this figure. 

4. Includes £55,650 paid to reduce the Company's loans. 
. The dividend fell to £45,000 in 1851 and to £40,500 in 1859, at which 

figure it remained for over twenty years. 
6. Figure later altered to £19,927. 
7. Figure later altered to £10,531. 
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TABLE II 

(Figures taken from the annual reports show the position at Dec. 31st of 
each year) 

Loans of the Aire and Calder Navigation: 1821-1851 
1821 50,000 1837 401,300 
1822 96,000 1838 401,300 
1823 132,000 1839 359,650 
1824 137,000 1840 342,650 
1825 210,000 1841 371,550 
1826 221,350 1842 371,550 
1827 259,450 1843 397,550 
1828 328,300 1844 397,550 
1829 - 1845 397,350 
1830 354,900 1846 397,350 
1831 347,700 1847 398,450 
1832 341,200 1848 421,250 
1833 340,200 1849 423,600 
1834 340,200 1850 428,400 
1835 341,000 1851 428,400 
1836 371,300 

TABLE III 

Tonnage and dues on the Navigation 1842' 
1842 

Net Dues 
Tons £ 

Coal 632,430 39,859 
Manure 21,808 1,213 
Lime 79,516 2,440 
Limestone 60,702 2,133 
Stone 72,208 7,710 
Iron (except pig) 11,020 1,081 
Foreign Timber 25,574 3,333 
British Timber - - 

Merchandise2 
(2nd class) 50,350 9,702 
(3rd class) 58,764 6,864 
4th 1 13,8651 1,890 
5th ) 19,403J 1,921 

Corn 245,711 31,058 

1,321,351 109,204 

i. From ACN 4/80. Tonnage and lock dues were given in this full fashion 
for the first time in 1842. 

2. Merchandise: 2nd class included potatoes and apples; 3rd class, flour; 
4th and 5th classes, cloth bales and wool. 
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EDITORIAL 

The present issue of The Bradford Antiquary, Part XLV, brings 
to a close another volume of the Society's journal: this is volume 
nine of the New Series, begun in 1896. There had already been pub-
lished ten issues, comprising the Old Series, between 1881 and 1895; 
thus fifty-five numbers, or eleven volumes, have appeared, there 
being five parts to a volume. 

As the Society will attain its centenary in 1978, fifty-five issues 
in just ninety years may seem to be little evidence of publishing 
activity. Unfortunately it has not been possible, for a few reasons, 
during the last fifty years to publish a journal every year as was the 
case for twenty years from 1896. 

One reason is that in the nineteen-twenties there was a lack of 
funds for printing, which meant that from 1918 to 1927 only one 
number was published. The Great War of 1914-1918 was partly 
responsible for this situation. Another reason has been a diminution 
in the number of member-contributors to its pages. A lack of re-
searchers into local history and archaeology in the last twenty years 
or so has meant less material for publication. 

There was a time when many members of the Society were at 
work on Bradford and district history, genealogy and archaeology, 
but the number of such workers and writers for this journal is now 
very small. More and more has reliance to be placed on contributors 
who are not members. An example of this is the present issue which 
contains four papers, or articles, three of them by non-members. 

Since the inception of The Bradford Antiquary in 1881 it has 
had only four editors: William Cudworth (1881-1893), Charles A. 
Federer (1893-1908), Dr J. Hambley Rowe (1908-1937) and the 
writer (since 1937, following ten years jointly with Dr Rowe), all 
of whom have carried out the policy of the Society's Council. This 
has been to publish papers written from original manuscript records 
and, in the case of archaeology, from personal investigations in the 
field. 

So, the purpose of this note is to appeal to members who have 
the ability to produce articles from such sources for their journal 
which, for so long, has occupied no mean place in the learned world. 
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- Edge, 282 
Colchester, 56 
Coley, 96 
- Chapel, 91, 96 
- Chapel-yard, 95 
- Church, 101 
- Hall, 38 
Coin Bridge, 211 
Come, 63 
- Bradford Turnpike Road, 189 
Coningsburgh: Castle, 61 
Cononley, 2 
Cookridge, 61 
Cottingley, 21, 25, 202, 207 
- Bridge, 147 
- Hall, 136 
- Manor, 36 
- Marsh Cote, 25 
- Park, 20 
Consland, 249 
Coventry, 65 
Cow House: Beck, 14 



Cowling, 196 
Craven, 2-4, 39, 146 
Crawstone, 258 
Crossflatts, 207 
Cross Hills, Halifax, 92 
Cuba, 201 
Cullingworth, 3, 4, 15, 132, 202, 203, 

207 
- Manor, 2 
Cullingworth Gate, 15 
Cumberland, Co., 71 

Dambsike, 14 
Danneville, New Zealand, 292 
- Vicar, 292 
Dartmouth: Royal Naval College, 

289 
Darwent see Derwent, River 
Denby (Deneby), 6 
Denholme, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14 
  Akenclough (Akenclove), 13, 14 

Brook, 13, 14 
  Carperley Beck, 13 
  Carr, 13 

Clough, 8 
  Doe Park, 17, 18 
  Ogden Clough, 13 
  Park, 8, 10, 13-15, 17-19, 23, 

131 
- Stubden (Subden) Brook, 13 
  Urban District, 15 
tenho1me Gate, 15 
Denton: Church, 117 
Depeker, 14 
Derby, 55, 365 
Derbyshire, 55, 174 
Derwent (Darwent), River, 55, 77, 82, 

151, 172, 183, 218, 237, 338 
Dewsbury, 53, 63, 151, 176 
- Daw Green, 104 
- Parish Church, 104 
Doe Park see Denholme 
Don (Dunn), River, 55, 61, 77, 151, 

161, 174, 175, 228, 340 
Doncaster (Doncastre), 12, 55, 61, 

162, 174, 176, 258, 355 
Recorder, 161 

000ple, The, 17 
Dublin, 109 
- Rotunda, 109 
- Trinity College, 110 
Dundee, 114, 117 
Dunn see Don, River 
Durham, Co., 71 

Ealand see Elland 
East Anglia, 349 
Eastburn, 2 
Eaton Socon, 258 

Edenhatn, 251 
- Rector, 251 
Edinburgh, 114, 249, 327 
Eldwick, 317, 318, 320, 328 
- Nicholson's Wood, 320 
  Low, 320 
Elland (Ealand), 124-130, 176-181 
  Bridge, 128 
- Constable, 126 

Southgate Presbyterian Chapel, 
293 

Ellen Royd (Royde), 98, 99 
- House, 99 
England, 4, 5, 45, 79, 101, 110-112, 

116, 137, 163, 164, 175, 184, 216, 
255, 257, 261, 275, 288, 320, 322, 
327, 345, 362, 365 

- Church of, 118, 121 
Ermine, 70 
Erringden, 277 
Esholt, 19 
- Hall, 195 
Essex, 50, 324, 327 
Etna, 326 
Europe, 215, 228, 238 

Fairweather Green, 35, 135 
- Shuttleworth Hall, 35, 290 
Falkirk, 11 
Fallingroyd: Hall, 276 
Farnelai see Farnley 
Farnhill, 2 
Famley (Farnelai), 12 
- Hall, 43, 254, 258, 259 
Farsley, 193 
- Stone Stile Farm, 147, 148, 189 
Fermanagh, 117 
Ferrybridge, 60, 70, 76, 164, 175, 182, 

222, 228, 340, 341, 345, 346 
- Post Office, 254 
Fixby, 95 
Flanshaw: Hall, 59 
Flappit, 206 
Fleet, 251 
- Rector, 249 
Fleet Mills, 81, 156 
Flodden, 16 
Florence, 260 
France, 57, 332 
Frizinghall, 246-250, 252, 253 
- Frizingley Hall, 252 
- Frizley Old Hall, 252 
Fryston, 182 

Gainsborough, 67, 162, 229 
Garforth, 178 
Garforth, West: Bridge, 181, 219 
Germany, 170, 294, 344 
Giesley see Guiseley 
Giggleswick: School, 274 



vi 

Gildingwells, 248 
Girlington, 265 
- St. Philip's Church, 262, 265, 

271, 272 
- St. Philip's Church School, 

262, 272 
- St. Philip's Parish, 262, 271 
- Vicar, 262, 271 
Gisburn, 131, 202 
Gloucester, 6 
Goit Stock, 10, 15, 133, 148, 188, 199 
Gomersal, 12 
Gomersal, Great, 140 
Gomersal, Little, 12 
Goole (Gowle), 68, 74, 75, 83, 340-

342, 344, 345, 349-351, 354, 355. 
357, 359, 362, 365, 367 

Gottenburg, 171 
Gowle see Goole 
Grantham, 258 
Grassington, 2 
Great Britain see Britain, Great 
Greetland, 126 
Grimsby, 162 
Grimston, 181 
Grumbling (Grymbel) Hall, 8 
Guiseley (Giesley, Guisley), 39-41, 

43-45, 49-51, 331 
  Church, 40, 45, 47, 259 

Churchwarden, 51 
Free Grammar School, 41-43 
Parish Registers, 45, 51 
Rector, 39-52 
Rectory, 41, 46, 47 

- Schoolmaster, 41. 42 
Gunthwaite, 59 

Haddlesey (Hadlesey), 74, 75, 152. 
157-161, 163, 164, 225, 231, 232. 
332, 338, 341 

- Canal, 240 
Selbv Canal, 237 

  Chapel, 165 
- East. 60 
- West, 164 
Hadley, 53 
Hainworth, 4, 207 
- Manor, 2 
Halifax (Hallifax), 15, 17, 38, 58, 63, 

86, 87, 89, 90, 92-96, 99, 101, 102. 
105, 108, 109, 111, 113, 118, 119, 
130, 132, 135, 142, 146, 171, 
175-181, 211, 215, 216, 219, 228. 
229, 258, 275, 276, 278, 293, 296, 
356, 357 

- Antiquarian Society, 130, 171. 
276 

- Bankfield Museum, 171 
- Chapel Fold, 99 

  Corporation, 93 
Gaol Lane, 98 
Independent Chapel, 98, 99 
Keighley Road, 8 

  National Farmers' Union, 102 
North Bridge, 98 
Northgate End Chapel, 99, 293 
Old Cock Inn, 87 
Old Market, 90 
Savile Park, 94 
South Parade, 98 
Square Chapel, 99, 293 
Titus's Chapel, 98 
Vicar, 128, 129 
Waterloo Crescent, 101 

  Wesleyan Chapel, 98 
Hallas (Hallowes, Hallows), 5, 14-17, 

137, 141, 192 
  Bridge, 10, 148, 188, 192, 193 

Cote Farm, 141 
  Hall, 147 

Mill, 189, 193 
  Moat (Moit) Hill Farm, 141 
  Park, 17 

Rough, 8, 15, 132, 139 
Hallifax see Halifax 
Hallowes, Hallows see Hallas 
Halton, 178 
Halton Dial, 181 
Hamburg (Hamburgh), 170, 342, 344 
Hampshire, 293 
Hangingroyd, Heptonstall, 276, 277 
  Mill, 277 
Harden (Hardying), 10, 15, 133, 188, 

192, 202, 207 
- Bank Bottom, 202 
- Bank Bottom School, 202, 203 
- Beck, 10, 19-22, 26, 133, 147, 

148, 192, 205, 206, 318, 322 
- Beck Bridge, 188, 191, 193, 202 
- Beck Mill, 189, 192 
- Corn Mill, 21 

Cow House Beck, 10 
- Hall, 133, 202 
  Malt Shovel Inn, 21, 22, 193, 

205 
- Manor, 2 
- Pye Bank House, 192 
- St. Anthony's Well, 87 
- St. Ives, 22, 139, 200, 202, 290 
Harecroft, 15, 209 
Hare Heved, 14 
Harewood, 317 
Harrogate, 118 214 
Harrop, 133,135, 136, 138, 144, 146 
- Farm, 141 
Harrop Edge, 131, 201 
Harrow, 90 
Hatfield, 258 
- Chase, 168 



Vii 

Hawksworth, 258 
- Hall, 254, 258-260 
Haworth, 11, 15, 276, 317, 331 
- Bradford Highway, 133 
Healaugh, 172 
Heath, 59, 169, 172 
Heaton (Heton), 8, 22, 23, 26, 31, 205, 

247, 248 
Heaton Royds, 291 
Hebble-Calder Navigation, 229, 230, 

356, 360, 367 
Hebble River, 179, 219 
Hebden Bridge, 276 
Heckmondwike: Scott's Academy, 88 
Hedon, 177 
Helvellyn (Helvelyn), 327 
Hensall, 159 
Heptonstall (Heptonstal), 58, 250, 

275-277 
- Chapelry, 275, 278 
- Manor, 277 
- Manor Court, 276 
- Shaws, 276 
Heptonstall-cum-Erringdon, 277 
Heptonstall Slack, 275 
Heton see Heaton 
Hewenden (Hewendene), 1, 2, 10, 15, 

141, 147, 188, 192, 209 
- Beck, 15, 147, 148, 193 
- Bridge, 11 
- Mill, 148, 189, 190, 193, 317 
- Reservoir, 8, 24 
Hewenden Gate, 7, 8, 15 
High Bentley, 99 
High Cross, 97 
High Sunderland, 211 
Hill End, 250 
Hipperholme, 94 
Hodroyd, 59, 169 
Holbeck, 159 
Holkham, 359 
Holland, 162, 170 
Holling (Hollyn) Park, 17, 18, 20 
Horbury, 182 
Horehead Hole, 14, 18 
Homcliff House, 319 
Homer House, 87 
Horsforth, 44, 49 
Horsham, 180 
Horton, 12, 31, 32, 104, 210-213, 294 
- Corn Mill, 212, 213 
- Liberal Club, 214 
- Manor, 32, 33, 210-214 
- Manor House, 213, 214 
- Old Hall, 214 
Horton, Great, 191, 200, 210, 211, 

305, 309 
- Cross Lane, 214 
- Cross Lane Mill, 213 
- Manor Works, 214 

  Southfield Lane, 210, 214 
Horton, Little, 32, 210, 211, 296, 305 
Houghton, 71, 178 
Houghton Green, 117 
Howden, 70 
Huddersfield (Huthersfield), 63, 106, 

151, 172, 182, 274, 296 
- Philosophical Hall, 108 
Hull, 12, 54-56, 64, 67, 69, 72, 82, 84, 

162, 170, 171, 176, 179, 182-185, 
215, 221, 223, 224, 234, 236-238, 
335, 337, 340, 344, 345, 348-350, 
357 

- Corporation, 229, 231 
- University, 171 
Humber, River, 54, 56, 75, 82, 154, 

162, 171, 174, 215, 236, 336, 360 
Hunslet, 59, 60, 169, 173 
Huthersfield see Huddersfield 

Idle (Ydil), 30 
Ilkley, 289 
Ingleborough, 327 
Inverness, 249 
Ipswich, 229 
Ireland, 45, 114, 120, 121, 295-297, 

299, 313-315 
Italy, 90 
Ivestone Clough, 15, 206 

Jersey City, U.S.A., 202 
Jerusalem: Knights Hospitaller of St. 

John, 37 

Keighiey, 2, 3, 63, 118, 122, 192, 203, 
207, 250, 252, 317, 322, 331 

- Bradford-Keighley Turnpike, 
124 

- Halifax Road, 8 
- Highway to Bradford, 20, 21 
- Working Men's Hall, 108 
Kellingley, 159 
Kellington, 159 
Kendal, 63, 64, 149, 150 
Kensington, 181 
Kildwick, 2 
King's Lynn, 56 
- Corporation, 64 
Kippax: Park, 58, 178 
Kirkstall, 118 

44 Abbey, 6, 10, 18-20, 22, 23, 25, 

Abbey Rent Roll, 18 
Kirkthorp, 355 
Knaresborough (Knasebrough), 

106, 322 
- Forest, 47 
Knottingley (Knotingley), 53, 54, 56, 



64, 66, 69, 71, 73, 76, 79, 84, 151, 
152, 154, 157-166, 175, 176, 182, 
236, 340-342, 345 

- Mill Dam, 60, 64, 75, 76 
- Mills, 66, 76, 81, 159-162, 164, 

175, 185 

Lancashire, 63, 74, 84, 96, 110, 176, 
199, 211, 223, 349, 360, 361 

  Labour League, 113 
Lancaster, Co., 71 
Lancaster: Duchy, 9, 32 
Laughton, 248 
Laycock, 2, 3 
Leeds (Leedes), 53-64, 67, 70-74, 79-

81, 83-85, 88, 105, 106, 108, 109, 
115, 118, 122, 123, 151-156, 159, 
160, 163, 164, 166-181, 183-185, 
215-225, 227, 229-238, 240-242, 
252, 286, 319, 332-335, 337-342, 
345, 348-352, 354-357, 359-361, 
365-367 

  Beckett's Bank, 109 
Bridge, 157 

  Brotherton Library, 252 
Chamber of Commerce, 336 
City Archives, 216 
City Archivist, 186 

- City Library, 54, 55, 57-59, 69, 
72, 76, 123, 141, 157, 162, 163, 
165, 167, 170, 172, 174, 175 

- Corporation, 53, 54, 57, 62, 63, 
81, 229, 231, 244 

  Cusial Office, 303 
- King's Arms, 233 
  Kirkgate, 174 
- Leeds Library, 274 
- Liverpool Canal, 208, 220, 221, 

230, 232, 233, 360 
- Mayor, 57, 58, 62, 63, 124, 153, 

185, 244 
- Recorder, 80, 152, 160, 218, 

221, 227, 244 
- Selby Turnpike, 219 
- Thoresby Society, 10, 70, 81, 

155, 174, 218 
- Vicar, 88, 118, 234, 241 
Leeds-Selby Canal, 230, 232 
Leicestershire, 56 
Leighton, Co. Essex: Minister, 50. 
Leventhorpe, 31 
- Hall, 29, 35 
- Manor, 32, 33 
Leverpoole see Liverpool 
Lightcliff, 95 
Lightridge (Litteridg), 95 
Lincoln, 67 
- Corporation, 64 
Lincolnshire, 56, 180, 216, 236, 249, 

251, 252 
Ling Bob, 26, 139, 141, 144, 148, 191, 

194, 198, 199 
  Brown Cow Inn, 192, 196, 206 
  Mill, 189, 194, 196 
- Prospect Mill, 189, 194, 199 
Litteridg see Lightridge 
Liverpool (Leverpoole), 73, 83, 116, 

117, 212, 220, 221, 229, 234, 345, 
350 

- Grand Orange Lodge, 111 
  Leeds Canal, 208, 220, 221, 

230, 232, 233, 360 
London, 19, 56, 62, 63, 69, 75, 80, 82, 

83, 90, 105, 110, 112, 113, 117, 
119, 125, 129, 138, 153, 156, 162, 
169-171, 174, 180, 182, 184, 189, 
216, 235, 238, 254, 256, 258, 259, 
277, 292, 295, 317, 322, 323, 327, 
337, 352, 353, 359, 365 

- Blue Spire and Golden Ball, 
256 

  British Museum, 121 
  Charing Cross, 257 
  College of Heralds, 292 

Court of Star Chamber, 21 
  Covent Garden, 256 
  Drury Lane, 323 
  Fleet Bridge, 256 
  Gerrard Street, 255 
  Golden Salmon and Pearl, 255 

Great Windmill Street, 257 
  Hanover Square, 292 
  Haymarket, 257 
- Historical Manuscripts 

Commission, 82 
  House of Commons, 66, 68, 

70, 71, 75-79, 107, 158, 179, 181, 
229, 354, 360 

  House of Lords, 66-70, 77-79 
82, 181 

  Lamp and Crown, 257 
- Lincoln's Inn, 225 
- Ludgate Hill, 255 
  Middle Temple, 65 

Oxford Street, 292 
Pall Mall, 89, 256 
Piccadilly, 256 

  Public Record Office, 124, 277, 
278 

  Rose, The, 255 
  St. Alpage Church, 169 
  St. George's Church, 292 

St. James's, 257 
- St. James's Street, 256 
- St. Paul's Church-Yard, 256 
- Seven Stars, 256 
  Soho, 255 
- Suffolk Street, 257 
- Tavistock Street, 256 



Ix 

Trinity House, 67-12, 78, 79, 
82 

Low Moor, 324 
- ironworks, 102, 324 
Lupset, 59, 169 

Maidstone, 181 
Maiden, 181 
Maldon, 324 
Malton, 172, 218 
Manchester, 56, 110, 146, 151, 175, 

176, 189, 203, 238, 340, 349-352, 
354-357, 359-361, 365, 367. 

- Bishop, 119 
- John Rylands Library, 102 
Manewelle see Manywells 
Manningham, 8, 22, 23, 116, 118, 205, 

246, 248, 261, 263, 294, 302. 
Breck Lane, 261 

- St. Chad's Parish, 271 
- Thornton Road, 261, 262,264 
- Whetley Lane Board School, 

262, 266 
Manyweils, (Manewelle), 14, 15, 17, 

24, 26, 206 
- Beck, 15 
  Heights, 8 
Marland, 211 
Matanzas, 201 
Maynooth: College, 117 
Mayo, 315 
Mediterranean, 289 
Menston, 41-43, 46, 47 
Merton, 102 
  Parish Church, 102 
Methley, 164 
Micklethwaite, 207 
Middlesex, 247 
Middleton, 173 
- Colliery, 223 
Midgley: Brearley Halls, 130 
Midhope, 246 
Milking Hole Beck, 14 
Mirfield, 275 
Misterton, 162 
Mixenden, 89 
Morhuses, 6 
Morley: Wapentake, 2, 275 
Mountain, 278, 282 
Minston, 157 
Mytholme, (Mytham), 19-22, 136, 

141, 191, 202 

Netherlands, 344 
Newark, 258 
Newby: Hall, 69, 70, 72, 82 
Newcastle, 56, 65, 67, 72, 73, 79, 82, 

85, 162, 171, 172 
New Mill, ph. Rochdale, 211 

New Millerdam, 59 
Newsholme, 2, 3 
New Zealand, 292 
Nor see Norr 
Norfolk, 252 
Normandy: Duchy 4 
Normanton, 355 
Normington, 36 
Norr (Nor, Norre), 12, 18, 19, 21, 

25-27, 135-137, 139-141, 144, 149 
Crapps Hall Farm, 194 
Farm, 18 

- Green, 18 
Hill, 21, 131, 132, 135-138, 148, 

194, 200 
  Lain, 145 
Northallerton, 64 
Northowram (Northourum), 86, 87. 

89-91, 93-95, 97-99, 283 
Academy, 88 

  Anelay, Anele, 94 
  Anthony's Well, 8, 88, 89, 

92 
- Caygill's Walk, 86 
  Chapel, 98, 99 
  Collector, 97 

Constable, 97, 99 
Field House, 89 

  Hall, 93 
- Heywood Chapel, 88, 98 
  Highways Board, 100 

Infant School, 99 
Local Board, 100 
Mechanics' Institution, 99, 

100 
  Only (Oneley, Onely, Onley) 

House, 88, 94-103 
Overseer, 88 
Parsonage, 89 
School, 98 

  School Board, 102 
Spring Head, 86-93, 97 
Surveyor, 97, 99 
Top of the Hough, 89, 93 
Towngate, 89 

  Well Head, 86 
Northumberland, Co., 71 
Norwood Green: Rookes Mount, 93 
Nottingham, 109 

University, 159, 161, 168, 174 
Nottinghamshire, 56 

Oaks (Oakes. Okes) see Allerton 
Oakworth, 2-5, 10 
Ogden Clough, 14 
Okes see Oaks 
Old Allen, 8-10, 15 
- Moor, iS, 139 
Oldham, 176, 211 

4 



Osbourne: Royal Naval College, 289 
Ossett, 63, 87, 88, 172, 182 
Otley (Oteley, Ottelay), 12, 32, 33, 41, 

43, 63, 254, 258 
Ouse (Ouze), River, 64, 69, 70, 73-76, 

78, 79, 82-85, 154, 162, 171, 172, 
174, 175, 215, 224 237, 335, 338, 
340, 341, 350 

Outwood, 173 
Ouze see Ouse, River 
Oxenhope, 7, 8, 13, 14, 17, 190 
Oxford, 253, 259 
  Bishop, 118 
  Bodleian Library, 101 
  University College, 260 

Parsons Green, 247 
Paull, 162 
Penbank, 164 
Pendle, 327 
Penighent see Penyghent 
Pennines, 235 
Penyghent (Penighent), 327 
Peterborough, 39 
Pikeley (Pikedel) see Allerton 
Pocklington, 117 
Polesworth: Vicar, 115 
Ponden: Hall, 276 
Pontefract (Pountfret), 5, 12, 30, 66, 

71, 76, 78, 159, 176, 178, 342, 359 
- Corporation, 76, 159 
- Honour, 32, 210 
Popeley, 32 
Portsmouth, 289 
Pottergate, 7-10, 15 
Pountfret see Pontefract 
Presthorp, 12 
Preston, Great, 5& 
Preston Jakelyn, 12 
Pudsey, 111 

Curate, 109 
  Manor, 36 
Queensbury (Queenshead), 93, 272, 

281-284 
  Baptist Chapel, 283 
- Mickle Moss (Mykil Mosse), 

283 

Rands, 97 
Range Bank, 98 
Ranger Lane, 97 
Rastrick, 94 
Rawcliffe (Rawclife), 36, 70, 154, 163, 

170-172, 175, 182-185, 215, 216, 
341 

Rawdon, 49 
itedgate End, 14, 18 
Red House, 176, 180 
Retford, 70 
Richmond: Archdeacon, 50 

Rievaulx Abbey, 10 
Ripon, 82, 174 
- Bishop, 119 
  Dean, 264 
Robertshaw (Robertshaie, Roberd 

Shaghe), 275, 276 
- Farm, 276 
- Nether Miln, 276 
Rochdale, 63, 171, 175, 176, 211, 356, 

360, 367 
Rochester, 162 
Rombalds (Romilies) Moor, 317, 319 
Rome, 112, 120-122 
Rotherham, 174 
Rothwell, 172, 173 
Royds: Hall, 20 
Rushworth, 96 
Russia, 180, 185 

Saddleworth, 176 
St. Albans, 90 
Saltaire, 187, 209, 328, 331 
Salterlea, 95 
Saltersbrooke, 176 
Saltonstall, 89 
Sandal: Vicar, 228 
Saugh Hall, 280 
Scarborough, 62, 114 
Scotland, 45, 114, 278 
Scout, 97 
Seacroft, 178, 181 
Selby, 53, 54, 64, 67, 73-75, 79, 154, 

155, 172, 175-181, 185, 219-221, 
231-233, 238, 242, 332, 334, 336, 
337, 339-342, 349-351, 355, 357 

- Canal, 229, 230, 232, 234, 236 
  Haddlesey Canal, 237 
  Leeds Turnpike, 219 
Selcoles, 181 
Settle, 274 
Sharlston, 59, 182 
Sheffield, 109, 125, 179, 181, 225 
- City Library, 158, 171, 230 
- Hunter Archaeological 

Society, 174 
  Town Hall, 109 
- Wakefield Railway, 361 
Shelf, 99 
Shibden: Beck, 98, 99 

Hall, 90 
Shipley, 11, 111, 138, 187, 208, 247, 

328, 331 
Dixon Mill, 328 
Education Office, 202 
Red Beck, 320 
Shipley Fields Mill, 320 
Shipley Glen, 328 

- Shipley House, 251 
Skelton: Castle, 258 
Skiddaw, 327 

Ia-



Skipton: Castle, 39, 50 
Skircoat: All Saints' Church, 93 
- Heath, 95 
Skyrack: Wapentake, 2, 10 
Sligo, 315 
South Africa: Cape Legislative 

Assembly, 100 
- Union Parliament, 100 
South Shields: St. Hild's Lodge of 

Freemasons, 120 
Sowerby, 86 
Sowood, 280 
Spring Head see under Northowram 
Sprotborough, 61 
Stamford, 249 
Stanley Ferry, 347 
Stead, Burley, 41 
Stevenage, 258 
Stockwith, 67 
Stone Chair, Shelf, 99 
Stonyhurst, 116 
Stubden: Reservoir, 16 
Stump Cross, Batley, 138 
Stump Cross, Halifax, 98 
Sudbury, 53 
Sunderland, 56, 65, 67, 77, 79, 172 
Surrey, 102 
Sussex, 180 
Sutton, 2, 3 
Sutton Coldfield, 155 
Sweden, 176 
Swile Hill, 250 
Swillington, 178, 334, 353 
- Bridge, 174 
Swinefleet, 162 
Swirrell (Swyrell), 279 
- Edge, 279 

Tadcaster, 64, 73, 83, 157, 181, 219, 
220 

Tasmania, 190 
Temple Hurst (Hirst), 76, 157, 159, 

162, 163, 165 
Temple Newsam, 62, 71, 155, 164, 175, 

178, 222, 349 
Tenchbrai, 4 
Tennessee, 201 
Terrington, 51 
Thackley, 331 
Thirsk, 62 
Thorne (Thorn), 151, 152, 162 
Thorner, 181 
Thorn Gate, 15 
Thornhill, 211 
Thornton, 11, 15, 17, 20, 26, 29, 32, 

135, 139, 205, 211, 212, 272-274, 
277-284, 288 

- Black Carr, 279 
- Chapel ("Old Bell Chapel"), 

273, 274, 280-285 

  Chapel Yard, 281 
  Commons, 17, 279, 280 
- Corn Mill, 212 
- Grammar School, 273, 288 
  Grammar School Headmaster, 

273 
- Hall, 211, 279 
- Hardesciough, 278 
- Hoyle Ing, 279 
  Joint Hospital Board, 207 
- Keelham Hall, 280 
- Kipping (Kippyn), 17 
  Kipping Independent Chapel, 

285, 288, 293 
  Land Tax, 280 
  Lane, the, 281 
  Malkyn-hirste, 278 

Maltkiln, 280 
  Manor, 211, 277 
  Moor Reservoir, 16 
  New Close, 281 
  New Close Farm, 290 

Road, 29 
  Ryddinge, The, 278 

Schole Ridge, 281 
  Township Surveyor, 290 
Threshfield, 2 
Torbay, 117 
Torksey, 162 
Totham, Great, 324 
Trent, River, 55, 56, 82, 154, 162, 171, 

174 
Trough Lane, 8 
Tunbridge, 70 
Tyneside, 72 

Ulster, 111 
Underley: Park, 325 
Upwood, 104 
Utley, 2 

Van Diemens Land, 201 

Wakefield (Wakefeild), 36, 53, 54, 56, 
58-60, 62, 63, 67, 70, 72-74, 78-81, 
83-85, 94, 120, 151-157, 160, 162, 
163, 165-182, 185, 191, 215-218, 
220, 221, 223, 227, 228, 230, 
235, 239, 242, 244, 246, 333, 335, 
346-349, 355, 356, 359, 361, 363, 
366, 367 

- Registry of Deeds, 59, 151-153, 
155, 156, 172 

Sheffield Railway, 361 
Soke Mills, 78 

- Stafford Arms, 233 
Wales, 1, 170 
Walsden, 1 
Walsh, 1 
Walshaw, 1 
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Walton, 1 
Wansford, 258 
Wark, 278 
Warley: Independent Chapel, 293 
- Katty Well, 87 
- St. Catherine's Well, 87 
Watford, 90 
Weardley, 317, 318 
Wearside, 72 
Weeland, 60, 64, 76, 80, 151, 156, 166, 

176, 177, 179-182, 219 
Weetshaw see Whiteshaw 
Well Head, Halifax, 97 
Went, River, 228, 229, 340 
Wentbridge, 346 
Westhouse, 17 
Westminster, 277 
Westmorland (Westmoreland), 63, 74, 

84, 149, 150 
West Runton, 252 
West Scholes, 272 
Whalley Lane, 8, 15 
Wharfe (Wharf), River, 64, 73, 157 
Whitehaven, 251 
Whiteshaw( Weetshaw, Wightschaghe, 

Wyggeschaghe), 14, 17 
Whiteshaw Bottom, 17, 18 
Whitgift, 162 
Whitkirk, 178 
Wibsey, 34 
Wightschaghe see Whiteshaw 
Wiginthorpe, 51 
Willesden, 292 
Willesdene, Willesdeyn see Wilsden 
Willow Hall, 92 
Wilsden (Willesdene, Willesdeyn, 

Wilsedene, Wilston,Wulsinden, 
Wylesden), 1-28, 120, 131-150, 
187-209, 317 

- Abbey (Abba) Farm, 18, 19 
- Abbey Well, 18 
- Albion Mill, 189, 190, 195, 197, 

203 
- Back Lane, 145 
- Beck, 148 
- Birchen (Birchin) Lee, 17, 19, 

24, 136, 200 
Birchnall Nabb, 133 
Black Abbey, 18 
Board School, 203, 204, 207 
Brook, 19 
Brown Hill Gate, 145 
Chapel Row, 134, 148 
Churchwarden, 143 

  Clara Mount (Claremont), 18, 
19 

- Club Row, 148 
- Cold Well Parm, 141 
- Commons, 13 

- Congregational Church, 190 
- Congregational School, 203, 

204 
- Conservative Club, 209 
  Constable, 143 

Cop Law Farm, 14] 
  Cop Law Lane, 18 

Crack Lane, 12, 26, 203 
Cranford Place, 191 
Craps Hail Farm, 141 

  Crawshaw Fold, 25 
  Damask Fold, 191 

Denby Farm, 133, 138 
Dewhirst Street, 134 

  Dolly Hill, 134, 144 
Dye House, 188, 200 

- Gomersal Lane, 12, 13, 26. 
140 

  Goose Hall Farm, 141 
- Hie Hill, 20 
  High Cotes Farm, 141 
- -. Hill, 2, 26-28, 133, 136-139. 

141, 144-146, 149, 188, 191, 197, 
200, 291 

- Honey Pot Farm, 141 
- Independent Chapel, 202, 203 
- Independent School, 203 

Kincliffe, 134 
- Kincliffe Gate, 145 
  Lee, 19, 22, 25, 132-134, 136, 

138, 141, 144 
- Lee Lane, 21 
- Local Board, 206, 207, 209 
  Low Mill, 196 

Main Street, 2, 12, 25, 26, 132. 
134, 144, 148, 150, 188-190, 192. 
193, 196, 198, 200, 207 

  Manor, 2, 4 
Mechanics' Institution, 205 

- Methodist Chapel, 196 
- Mill (Mylne), 8, 26 
- Moorside Farm, 141 
• - New Bridge, 206 
  New Holland Farm, 141 
  New Laithe Farm, 141, 144, 

146 
  Nook Farm, 141 
  "Old Manor House", 134 
- Old Mill, 147 
- Overseers of the Poor, 143, 

204, 205 
- Parish Church, 118, 194 
- Parish Church School, 203 
  "Poor Lands", 12 
  Providence Hall, 191 
- Providence Mill, 189, 195-197 
  Pudding Hill Colliery, 201 
- Pye Bank, 145 
- Pve Bank Farm, 141, 144 
- Railway Station, 209 
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- Rough (Ruff) Storrs, 19, 131, 
143, 190, 192, 201 

- Royd House, 198 
Royd Mill, 189, 197-199, 203, 

209 
  St James's Free Church, 209 
- St Matthew's Church, 209 
- School Board, 202, 203, 204, 

205 
- Shaygate, 148, 194 
  Shaygate Farm, 141 
  Spring Farm, 144 
  Spring Hill, 150, 197, 198 
- Spring Mill, 189, 195, 196, 

198, 203 
Stapper Green, 137 

- Stone Bank, 20 
  Storrs (Staiors) Coal Pits, 133 

Swainroyd Farm, 141 
Sykes, 18 
ranhouse Lane, 188 

  Tap Yard, 198 
  Temperance Society, 328 
  Townfield, 132, 133, 144 

Urban District Council, 208 
Vicar, 203 

  Well Holes Mill, 148, 189, 193, 
199 

- Well House Farm, 141 
  Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, 

197 
- Wesleyan Methodist School, 

203, 204 
- Whimsical Farm, 141, 194 
- Wocdlands, 191, 197 
Wilsden, Allerton-cum-, 21, 22, 133 
- Manor, 22, 131, 139 
  Manor Court, 22 
Windhill (Wyndhill), 6 
Wintringham, 162 
Witham Common, 258 
Wombwell, 58 
Woodbridge, 56 
Woodlesford, 354 
Wrenthorpe, 59, 169 
Wrose, 138 
Wulsinden see Wilsden 
Wyggeschaghe see Whiteshaw 
Wyke, 275 
Wylesden see Wilsden 
Wyndhill see Windhill 

Yarmouth, Great, 56 
Ydill see Idle 
Yeadon (Yeddon), 48, 49 
Yedingham, 218 

Yews Green, 272 
York, 7, 39, 40, 46, 48-51, 53, 59, 60, 

62, 64-77, 79-81, 84, 117, 151-155, 
157, 159-162, 165, 166, 168, 169-
185, 222-224, 236, 237, 239, 242, 
247, 274, 322, 334, 351, 353-355, 
357, 361, 365 

  Archbishop, 9, 49, 96, 178, 365 
- Blake Street, 261 
- Bluits Inn, 223, 224 
- Borthwick Institute of 

Historical Research, 39, 283 
- Coney Street, 70 
- Corporation, 63, 64, 66, 69, 70. 

75, 80, 223, 229, 231 
- Dean, 50, 51 

Eastland Company, 67 
  Guildhall, 75 

Lord Mayor, 77, 354 
Merchant Adventurers, 66, 67 

  Probate Registry, 293 
  "The George", 70 
York, County, 36, 71, 232, 238, 258 
Yorkshire, 5, 11, 12, 25, 36, 41, 53, 55, 

56, 62, 67, 70, 72, 82, 94, 100, 106, 
108, 111, 113, 119, 122, 130, 144, 
149, 151, 170, 172, 174-176, 178, 
180, 181, 183, 189, 220, 223, 225, 
229, 230, 235, 236, 241, 249, 254, 
255, 260, 277, 288, 289, 292, 294, 
295, 297, 300, 321, 324, 331, 335, 
344, 350, 361 

  Archaeological Society, 6, 12, 
43, 177 

  Church Association, 120 
  Church Institute, 121 
  High Sheriff, 16, 58, 159, 185, 

258 
- Labour League, 113 
- Sheriff, 2, 4, 14 
Yorkshire, East Riding, 349 

- Archdeacon, 50 
Yorkshire, North Riding, 258, 349 
  County Record Office, 151 
Yorkshire, South, 174, 333, 359 
Yorkshire, South-West, 1, 13, 14 
Yorkkshire, West, 20, 72, 73, 172, 349 
Yorkshire, West Riding, 45, 51, 53, 56, 

58, 61, 63, 64, 67, 72-74, 78, 79, 
82, 84, 86, 94, 106, 107, 112, 125, 
140, 149, 163, 171 173, 180, 182, 
185, 215, 216, 220, 222, 223, 225, 
235-238, 241-243, 257, 275, 278, 
289, 292, 293, 295, 317, 332, 333, 
339, 349, 361 
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Abbmdon, Hugh de, 94 
Abbott, Wilkinson, 203 
Ackroyd (Akroyd), 141 
- Mary, 92 
- Uriah, 286 
Adams, John, 36 
- Roy S., 324 
- Susan, 36 
Akroyd see Ackroyd 
Alderson, G., 304 
- Jib., 304 
Alexander, Disney, 91, 92 
- Hannah, 92 
- Mary, 92 
Allen, T. K., 262 
Allerton, James, 34 
- John, 35 
Ambler, Abram, 189, 193, 199, 201, 

205 
- Fred, 198 

George Saville, 198 
- L., 41 
- Samuel, 198 
Ancaster, Duke of, 159, 230, 232, 251 
Anderson, 148, 195, 196, 198, 201 
- Christopher, 190-192, 201 
- George, 143, 191, 192, 197, 201 
- Isabella, 196, 198 
- James, 92 
- John, 189-191, 195, 196, 198 

Joshua, 189, 195, 196, 198 
Mary, 191 
Thomas, 191 

- Family, 146 
Anderton, 201 
- James, 143, 188 
- John, 143, 192 
- William, 143 
- Family, 146, 193 
Andrew, Mark, 151 
- William, 154, 163 
Anelay, Margaret, 94 

Thomas, 94 

Aniceson, John, 11 
Anne, Queen, 273, 280 
Anthony, St, 86, 87 
Appleyard (Apleyeard, Apleyearde, 

Aplyard, Appelyerd, Appilizerd, 
Appilyerd, Appilzhard, Apple-
yearde, Applyerd, Appylzhard), 35 
Adam, 34 

  Adam del, 33 
Jennet, 34 
John, 33, 34 
Magota de, 33 
Mary, 87 

  Richard, 34, 35, 95 
Robert, 35 
Roger, 34 
William, 34 
William del, 33 

- Family, 29, 33-35 
Archil, 2 
Arkwright, 140, 146 
Armitage, James, 241 
Arthington, Cyril, 61, 159, 172 

John, 143 
Ashburner, 255 
Ashley, James, 249 
- Lettice, 251 
- Lord, 106, 108, 109, 113 
Askwith, Caleb, 57, 168 
Atkinson, 190, 218 
- George, 152 
- Johnson, 124 
- Joseph, 151, 152, 174, 182-184, 

244 
- Thomas, 164 
Attetownend, Ralph, 30 
Auty, Benjamin, 104 
- Elizabeth, 104 
- Hannah, 104 
- J. M., 104, 123 
- Squire, 104-123 
Ayrton, Richard, 218 
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Bacon, John, 75 
Frank, 158, 225, 230, 239 

Bagnold, 92 
Bailey (Bayley), 136 
Baines, Edward, 189, 350 
- Henry, 228, 233, 234 
Bairstow, Selina, 272 
- W. H., 12, 25-27, 135, 137, 140 
Baitsonne see Baytson 
Balme, Abraham, 200, 295 
- Edmund, 200, 201 
- John, 200 

John Wilkinson, 200 
  Matthew, 106, 114 
  Family, 200 
Banks, 344 
Barber, John, 203 
Barker, Ada, 214 

John, 147 
Barmby, 250, 252 
- James, 253 
- K. M., 253 
Barnard, 9, 17 
- Charles, 240 
Barraciough, Joseph, 189, 192 
Bartholomew, T. H., 366 
Bates, Joseph, 12 
Battel, William of, 7 
Battinson, Abraham, 200 

Deborah, 200 
- Richard, 200 
Baxendall, David, 201 
Baxter, Nathan, 95 
Bayley see Bailey 
Baynes see Baines 
Baytson (Baitsonne), Abraham, 49 
Beanland, Jane, 213 
Beaumont, John, 182 
- Thomas, 12 
Beckett, Sir John, 353 
- William, 363 
  Family, 362, 363 
Beckwith, Frank, 274 
Bedford, Earl of, 39 
Beevers, Abraham, 59, 162, 169 
- John, 168, 169 
Bell, 306 
Bella Landa see Byland 
Benge, Thomas, 7 
Benson, Harriet, 177 
  Robert, 59, 169, 177 
Bentley, 201 
- Elizabeth, 197 
- John, 95, 96, 143, 194, 197 
  Jonas, 194 

Jos., 143 
- Martha, 274 
- Mary, 96 
- Tho., 95 
- William, 194 

Berkenhout, John, 218 
Berwick, Edward, 194 
Beverley, Walter, 208 
Biley, Thomas, 49 
Bilton, H., 123, 210 
Binder, 5., 111 
Bingley, Baron, 59, 168, 169, 177 
Binns (Bins), 141 
- Ambrose, 26, 137 
- John, 143 
  William, 24, 26 
Birle, William de, 11 
Birt, Peter, 185, 221-223, 225, 227, 

229, 232, 237, 239, 244, 339 
Bishop, Mark W., 271 
Blackburn, Harold, 252 
Bladen, Martin, 181 
Blair, 272 
- Robert, 319 
Blakeney, R. P., 109 
Bland, 150, 249 
- Dame Jane, 56 

Sir John, 58, 59, 65, 71, 72, 75, 
76, 78, 178 

Blayd, John, 222 
Blayds, John, 359, 363, 367 
Biythman, Jaspar, 80, 152 
Boiling (Bollinge, Bollynge), Edward, 

20, 23, 34 
  Jennet, 34 
- John, 12, 247 
- Robert, 32, 34 
  Family, 12, 18, 34 
Bonaparte, Napoion, 90 
Booth, 195, 197 
- A., 188 
- J., 145 
- Joseph, 137 
  Nathaniel, 88 
- Wm., 143 
Bosviie, Godfrey, 59 
Bottomley, Joseph, 126 
Bouker, Robert, 43 
Bouiton, 188 

W., 254 
Boys, Michael, 95 
Brandling, 223 
  Charles, 173 
Bransby, Ellin, 48 
Bray, John, 126 
Brearey, William, 50 
Brian, 94 
Bridges, Francis Sharp, 139 
Bridgewater, Duke of, 230 
Briggs, 195, 201 
- David, 143 
- John, 195 
- Joshua, 319 
- Marianne, 288 
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- Wm., 143, 195, 205 
Brindley, James, 220 
Broadbridge, S., 345, 352 
Brockwav, F., 301, 310 
Bromwell, John, 69, 70, 72, 78, 85 
Brontë, 273 

Patrick, 281 
Brook (Brooke), 40 
- Joshua, 95 
  Samuel, 168, 169, 174 
- Sarah, 169 
  Thomas, 105 
Browsop, Isaac, 143 
Brumfitt, Abraham, 255 
Bryni, 94 
Buck, Samuel, 240 
Bull, G. S., 108, 118 
Burley, Robert, 126, 127 
Burnet, John, 110-113, 115,119, 122 
Burns, Robert, 272, 325, 329 
Burtchaell, G. D., 111 
Burton, 13, 235 
- John, 168, 169, 174, 217, 220, 

232, 244 
Burtwisel, John, 162 
Burun, Erneis de, 2-4, 10 
Bury, John, 95 
Busfeild, J. A., 105, 124-130 
- William, 104, 105, 124 
Butler, 24, 136 
- George, 24 
Butterfield, 141 
  Francis, 203 
- Leonard, 331 
- W. P., 22 
Buttery, John, 67, 75 
Byland (Bella Landa), Henry, Abbot 

of, 6, 7 
Byrne, 304 
Byron, 304 

Cahill, 118 
Callaway, F. D., 214 
- T. L., 214 
Calverley, Ursula, 14 
  Sir Walter, 70, 81, 157 
- William, 14 
Campione, A., 259 
Carr, 305 
Carroll, Lewis, 101 
Caseley, Thomas, 162 
Cesar, Esther, 137 
Chapman, Amos, 143 
- Mark, 143 
Charles I., 19, 37, 277 
Charles IL, 131 
Chenevix, 257 
Cheshire, 158 
Chesson, Thomas, 255 
Clapham, Arthur H., 196 

  E., 196 
Elijah, 194 

  W., 197 
- William, 191, 192 
Clare, John, 322, 329, 330 
Clark (Clarke), Charles, 324, 325 
- Charles D., 272 
- Thomas, 167, 244 
Clarkson, H., 242 
Clayton, 119, 252 
- Anne, 272 
- Humphrey, 18, 20, 21 
  Thomas of, 7 
Clements, John, 69, 70, 72, 78, 85 
Clifford, George (Earl of 

Cumberland), 39 
- Margaret, 39 
Clive, 234 
Clough, Amos, 143 
Clyderowe, Hugh, 12 
Cobbeham, John of, 6 
Cobden, Richard, 112, 114, 115 
Coeur de Lion, Richard see 

Richard I. 
Coke, 359 
Cole, G. Ð. H., 170, 172 
Colefax, J. S., 299 
Collins, 291 
Collinson, J. M., 186 
Compton, Edward R. F., 82 
Cook (Cooke), John, 30, 155 
Cookson, 88, 171 
Copendale, William, 59 
Copley, Sir Godfrey, 61, 62 
Cottum, Alice, 295 
  Wm., 295 
Coulthurst, H. W., 128-130 
Court, W. H. B., 131 
Courthope, James, 65, 71, 72, 74, 75 
Cousen, James, 213 

Phoebe, 213 
  Sarah Jane, 213 
  William, 213 
Cowgill, Wm., 143 
Cox, Fanny Wells, 272 
Craven, 81, 150, 190 
- Jo., 96 
Crawshaw, Anne, 25 
  Richard, 24, 25 
- William, 25 
Crompton, 140, 146 
Crosley (Crosselay, Crosssele, 

Crossley), Adam of, 7 
- John, 34 
- Samuel, 255 
- Thomas, 135 
- Thomas of, 7 
Crump, W. B., 55, 103 
Cudworth, William, 8, 20, 22, 23, 194, 

205, 206, 210, 248, 290, 291, 313, 
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322, 370 
Cumberland, Countess of, 39. 
Cumberland, Duke of, 110 
Cumberland, Earl of, 39 
Cunliffe-Lister, 65, 66, 76, 81 

Ellis, 25, 104, 139 

Dalrymple, Hugh, 249 
- Sir John, 249 
- Kath, 249 
- Sydney, 249 
Danby, Sir Abstrupus, 62, 63, 65, 66, 

81 
- Thomas, 63 
Davies, P., 311 
Dawson, James, 58, 168 
- Leonard, 118, 122 
Deane, 18 
- Richard, 17 
  William, 17 
Dearing, M., 45 
Defoe, Daniel, 142, 170-172, 215 
De la Pryme, Abraham, 63, 68 
Della Bella, Stefano, 260 
Demain, George, 113 
Denby (Denbigh), 141, 201 
- Abraham, 132, 133, 136, 138 
- Isaac, 136 
- John, 196 
- Jonathan, 143 
  Judith, 138 
Denison, 196 

Grace, 48 
- Mary, 169 
- Robert, 168, 169, 224 
- William, 36, 224, 227 
Denny, Sir Henry Lyster, 246 
Derby, Edward, Earl of, 211 
Dewhirst, 305 
Dibb, J. E., 120 
Dickenson (Dickinson), Ann, 88, 99 

Benjamin, 87, 88, 97-99 
Hannah, 88, 99 
Joseph, 88 
Joshua, 99 
Nancy, 99 
Nathaniel, 88 
Thomas, 87, 88 

- Wm., 99 
Dickins, Thomas, 59 
Dickinson see Dickenson 
Dickons, J. N., 115, 116, 118-120 
Divison, Roy, 48 
Dixon, 252, 291 
- Jeremiah, 227, 229, 235 
Dobson, John, 143 
- Joshua, 146 
  T., 136 
Dodd, E. E., 124, 125 
Dodgson, John, 57, 168, 169 

Dorset, Duke of, 259 
D'Orvill, John, 167, 168 
Douglas, John, 218, 244 
Dover, George, 154, 168, 169, 217, 

218, 244 
- R. H., 203 
Dowling, 304 
Dowson, 305 
- Richard, 162 
Dracup, Samuel, 213 
Drake, Dinah, 87 
- John, 17 
- Samuel, 87 
- Sephen, 143 
Duckham, B. F., 335, 340, 342, 354, 

359 
Duckworth, James, 143 
Duggan, G., 304 
Durygge, Thomas, 32 
Dyson, Harriet, 92 

Earnshaw, John, 315 
Eddowes, 118 
Edleston, Robert, 93 
Edward I, 8-10 
Edward III, 10, 29 
Edward IV, 64 
Edwards, 92 
- James, 89, 90, 92 
- Mary, 90-92 
- William, 89, 90 
Egan, 304 
Eldsworth, Richard, 46 
Elizabeth I, 8, 20, 26, 40 
Ellis, J.. 304 
- Joseph, 203, 205 
Ellison, Timothy, 95, 96 
Emerson, Mary Hannah, 292 
Emmott, 201 
- David, 197 
- James, 189, 196, 197, 202 
  James Anderson, 197 
  Michael Briggs, 202 
Empsall, T. T., 20 
Engels, F., 306 
Enniskillen, Earl of, 111, 113, 115, 

117, 118 
Etherington, Christopher, 260 
- H. H., 272 
Etty, John, 69 
Exley, 246 
- Robert, 42 
Exon, Henry, 262 
  Sarah, 262, 272 
Eyres, John, 179 
Eyre, 304 

Fairbank, Thomas, 328 
Fairfax, 48 
- Charles, 48 



- Lord, 59, 63, 65, 70, 81 
- Robert, 181 
Farren, John, 111 
Favill, Christopher, 36 
- Henry, 36 
Fawcett, 150 

R. H., 1, 131, 187, 317, 328, 
331 

  Richard, 189, 194 
Fawkes, Francis, 258 
- Walter Ramsden, 258, 259 
- Walter Ramsden Beaumont 

Hawksworth, 258 
Fearnley, T., 38 
Federer, Charles A., 317, 370 
Fenton, 238, 337 
- James, 173, 218 
- Thomas, 173, 218, 223 
- William, 183, 218, 223 
Ferneley, Adam de, 11 
- Thomas son of Adam de, 11 
Ferrand, 15, 26, 132, 136, 138, 147, 

189, 202, 281, 290 
- Anne, 25 

Benjamin, 22, 134, 202, 290 
Edward, 22, 133, 136, 202, 205 
G. W., 105 
Richard, 25 
Sarah, 22, 139, 200, 205 

  W. B., 104, 106-110, 113, 114, 
122, 208 

Ffourness, Walter, 46 
Fielden, John, 111 
Fiennes, Celia, 57 
Finch, John, 281 
Firth, 281 
- James, 143 
- John, 171 
- Jon., 143 
- Joseph, 143 
Fitton, Emma, 262, 264, 272 
Fitzwilliam, Earl, 125 
Flynn (Flinn), 305 
- George, 304 
Forrest, C., 64 
Forshaw, Charles, 317 
Forster, W. E., 262, 329 
Foster, A. B., 93 
- Abraham, 189, 193, 205, 206 
- Alfred, 93 
- John, 138 

Jonas, 205 
  M., 272 

Mathew, 135 
Richard, 87 

- Family, 93 
Fox, 234 
- George, 177, 178 
- Rebecca, 249 
- Thomas, 30 

Fox-Davies, A. C., 292 

Gainsborough, Thomas, 259 
Galway (Galiway), Lord, 160, 169 
Gamel, 2 
Gamelbar, 2 
Garnett, James, 199 

William, 199 
Gascoigne, Sir Edward, 178, 180 
Gaskell Family, 363 
Gates, W. B., 115 
Gaunt, Isaac, 193 
Gawthorp, 190 
- John, 143 
- Wm., 143 
Geller, W. 0., 320, 329 
Geoffrey the Clerk, 7 
George II, 181, 254, 285 
George III, 232, 285 
Gery, Thomas, 65 
Gibson, Jane, 169 
- John, 58, 169 
- Richard, 223 
Gilchrist, 304 
Gill, Tho., 95 
Gladstone, W. E., 115, 122 
Glasse, Hannah, 256 
Gleshill, James, 129 
Golden, Ellen, 213 
Gomersal, Thomas, 12 
Goodall, A., 13, 14 
- Armitage, I 
Goodchild, 104 
Gooder, A., 62 
Goodricke, John, 59 
- Sir John, 232 
Gott, Benjamin, 233, 350 
- John, 233, 238 
Goulsbrough, 48 
Gourvish, T. R., 367 
Graham, J., 134 
  Sir James, 106, 107 109, 115 
"Gray, Johnnie" (Harry Speight), 329 
Greenwood (Grenewodde), Abraham, 

317, 319 
- Elizabeth, 92, 276 
- Henry, 176 
- John of, 276 
- Thomas, 12, 13, 140 
- Tobias, 13 
Gregg, Tresham, 109 
Grenewodde see Greenwood 
Grogan, P., 295 
Grunstead, Thomas, 256 
Grymbel, Asolph of, 7 

Hadley, John, 55, 60, 61, 67, 75, 80, 
155 

Haigh (Hague), Hannah, 104 
- John, 147 
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- Mary, 104 
- Samuel, 104 
Hainsworth, 190 
Hall, Frances Elizabeth, 258 
  John, 258 
- Joseph, 258 
  Thomas, 69 
Hallam, H. A. N., 246 
Hamer, Samuel, 173 
Hanson, 199, 201 
  George, 189, 191, 192, 197-199, 

201, 203 
- John, 92, 95, 201 
- Mary, 191 

T.W.,86 
Fjardcastle, Roger, 41 
Hardy, 197 
- John, 104-106, 239 
- Thomas, 125, 126 
Hargreaves, 140, 146, 304 
Harris, Charles, 193 
Harrison, Frank, 102 
  George, 103 
  Joseph, 202 
  Tho., 97 
Harsnett, Samuel, 49 
Hartley, Richard, 318, 319 
Harvey, Tobiah, 160 
Hawkins, 88 
Hawksworth, Frances, 258 

Frances Elizabeth, 254, 255, 
256, 257, 258, 259 

- Sir Walter, 258 
Walter Ramsden, 255, 257, 258 

- Walter Rarnsden Beaumont, 
258-260 

- Family, 254, 259 
Hawmond, Gilbert, 32 
Haxby, Thomas, 261 
Hay, 256 
Havton, 129 
Heaton, Elizabeth, 276 
- H., 67 
- Michael, 276 
- Robert, 197 
- Family, 276 
Henry I, 4, 9 
Henry II, 210 
Henry IV, 31 
Henry V. 31 
Henry VII, 16 
Henry VIII, 9, 16, 17, 19, 33, 34, 278 
Henry, A. and S., 100 
Herbert, 115 
Herring, 43 
Hcketh, 98 
Hey, Elizabeth, 168, 169 
- Joseph, 169 
Heynemann, Mabel Blundell, 253 
Heywood, Arthur, 363 

- Oliver, 87, 94-96, 274 
Hill, Abraham, 136 
- John, 133, 138, 139 
- Thomas, 19, 133, 134, 136, 138, 

139, 145, 146 
  William, 133, 136, 138 
- Family, 138 
Hillyard, 154 
Hinds, 117 
Hird, James, 118 
- W. G., 317, 322 
Hitch, 48 

Robert, 41, 47, 49-51 
  Sarah, 48, 50, 51 
Hodgson, Mary, 147 
Holdsworth, Joseph, 97 
Hollingrake (Hollindrake, Hollinrake), 

Slater, 8, 141 
Hollings (Hollins), Mark, 48, 133 
Hollingshead, G., 293 
Hollinrake see Hollingrake 
Hollins see Hollings 
Holmes, 196 
Holroyd, John, 58, 168 
Holt, Robert, 211 
Hood, Thomas, 324 
Hook, W. F., 118 
Hopkinson, G. G., 174 
Hooper, A. B., 120 
Hopton, Mary, 292 
Hornbv, 150 
Horsfall, Hy., 93 
  James, 143 
  John Garnett, 318, 322 

Jonas, 143 
- Richard, 17 
Horton, Dame Henrietta, 212 
- Henrietta Susannah Anne, 212 
  Hugh de, 210 

Hugh, son of Robert de, 13, 14 
  Robert de, 13 
  Sir Thomas, 211, 212 

Sir Watts, 211, 212 
Sir William, 211 
Family, 211, 282 

Hoskins, W. G., 23 
Howarth, James, 87 
- L., 109 
Howe, 305 
Hudson, George, 354 
Hugh, son of John, 7 
Hughes, E., 77 
Hunter, J., 55, 59 
Huntingdon, Lord, 230 
Huntington, Earl of, 39 
- Jane, 169 
  Martin, 168, 169 
Hustler, John, 221 
- William, 247 

Sir William, 165 

4 



xx 

Ibbetson, 289 
- Sir Henry, 185, 218, 222, 240, 

244 
  Joshua, 57, 58, 169, 244 
- Sarah, 58 
I11ingworth, Isaac, 48 
- Mary, 279, 286 
- Richard, 26 
- Tho., 21 
- William, 279 
Immelman, 102 
Ingham, J., 190 
  John, 87 
Ingram, 180 
- Arthur, 159, 164, 165 
Irwin, Lord, 62, 71, 81, 174, 178, 180, 

223, 224, 227, 228, 230, 232, 
233, 235 

  Family, 155 
Iveson, Henry, 58 
- John, 30 

William, 29, 30 

Jackman, W., 356 
  W. T., 345 
Jackson, 261 
- Edward, 282 
- Isaac, 282 
- William, 30 
Jagger, Eliza, 100, 101 
  Elizabeth, 99 

J. E., 101 
James Edwin, 102 
Jeremiah, 99 
John, 99 
John William, 100-102 
Thomas,, 99 
William, 99-102 
Family, 99 

James I, 19, 37, 53, 290 
James, John, 4-6, 8-10, 13, 16, 17, 19, 

24, 26, 131, 147, 273, 274, 317-320, 
325, 329 

Jeffery, 260 
Jennin, John, 143 
Jennings, Jonathan, 190 
- Peter, 143 
Jessop, William, 238 
John, Hugh son of, 7 
Johnson, 195, 197 
- J. T., 195 
Johnstone, 234 
Jolif, Hugh, 30 
Joliffe, 344 
Jones, 87, 193, 199 
- John, 257 
Jowett, 195 
- Eliza, 115 
- Jese, 143 
- John, 36, 143 

Jonas, 143 
- Thomas, 195 
Jubb, 69, 70 

Kaye (Kay), 140, 199, 209 
Benjamin, 200 

- Sir John, 62, 65, 66, 81 
- M., 296 

Robert, 59, 62 
Keighley (Kighley), Lawrence, 32 
Kellett, Frederick, 214 
Kelly, C. M., 193 
- William, 111 
Kendall, 149 
Kerfoot, Walter, 211 
Kershaw (Kirshaw), 233, 235, 241 
- James, 99 
- Samuel, 242 
Kighley see Keighleiy 
Killick, H. F., 220 
King, J. S., 210 
Kirk (Kirke), 70 
  Thomas, 6062 
Kirkby, 9 
- William, 67 
Kirke see Kirk 
Kirshaw see Kershaw 
Kitching, 141 
  Abraham, 132 
  Isaac, 136, 200 
Kitchingman, Elizabeth, 169 
- Mary, 168, 169 
  Robert, 168 
  Sarah, 58, 168 
  Thomas, 58, 168 
Kitson, Dinah, 97 

Tho., 97 
Knight, Augusta, 292 
- Titus, 98, 99 

William, 292 
Knowles, 201 
  John, 193, 205 
- John Wilkinson, 193 
- Richard, 193 
Koster, 222 
Kydd, Samuel, 110 

Lacy (Lascy), 10 
- Alice, 33 

Henry de, 6, 10 
Ilbert de, 2-6 
John, 33 
Robert de, 4, 5 
Roger de, 6 

- Family, 5, 9, 33, 211 
Lambert, John, 44 

R. S., 354 
Langley, John, 95 
La Page, John, 319 
Lascy see Lacy 



xxi 

Laundsdale, Thos., 143 
Laws, 359, 367 
Lawson, Godfrey, 153 
Lazenby, Skudamore, 168 
  Thomas, 57, 169 
Leach, Isaac, 136 
- Josh., 143 
- Thomas, 137, 143, 194 
- Timothy, 133, 143 
Lear, Edward, 101 
Leatham, William, 363 
- Family, 363 
Leather, George, 341, 347 
Le Clerc, 250 
Ledgard (Legard, Legeard), John, 30 
- Robert, 31 
- Thomas, 135 
Lee, 334, 335, 346-348 
- Thomas, 218 
- William, 329 
Leeds, Duke of, 63, 76, 176, 177 
Legard, Legeard see Ledgard 
Leventhorpe (Leventhorp, Lewnethorp, 

Lewynthorp), Alice, 33 
Denis, 32 

  Geoffrey, 31, 32 
John de, 29 
Margaret, 32 
Oswald, 32, 33 
Robert, 32 

  Robert de, 29 
Thomas, 31 
William, 32 
William de, 30 

- Family, 29-33, 35, 211 
Levett, Allen, 50 
- Christofer, 50 

Jeremy, 46, 47, 49, 50 
- Mary, 46, 47, 49, 50 
- Mercy, 50 
- Parsevall, 46 
- Sarah, 50 
Lewnethorp see Leventhorpe 
Lewthwaite, John, 202 
Lewynthorpe see Leventhorpe 
Lilly, 141 
Lincoln, Henry, Earl of, 6 
Lincoln, John, Earl of, 6 
Lindsey, Lord, 159, 164, 165 
Lister, 90, 92 
- Christopher, 246 
  Clarissa, 250-252 
- Deborah, 248 
- James, 246-250, 252 
- John, 86 
- Joshua, 247 

Rebecca, 249-252 
- Richard Fox, 250-252 
- Sydney, 249 
- Thomas, 248, 249 

- William, 246-249 
- Family, 246-253 
Lister, Cunliffei- see Cunliffe-Lister 
Littleton, 96 
Lloyd, Gamaliel, 223, 224 
Longbotham, John, 220 
Lonsdale, Earl of, 353 
Lord, Edward, 211 
- John, 211 
- Lawrence, 211 
Lostiller, William, 11 
Low, John, 97 
- Robert, 97 
Lowther, 363 
- Anthony, 248 
- Christopher, 58, 169 
  Elizabeth, 168, 169 
- Sir John, 353 
  John Henry, 353 
  Sir William, 178, 233-235., 242, 

353 
  Family, 334, 354 
Luke, 190 
Lumb, Phineas, 126 
Lumby, William, 30 
Lumley Family, 77 
Lund, 197, 199, 286, 304 

Macauley, 321 
McCutcheon, K. L., 174 
MacIntosh, 197 
Mackley, Llewellyn, 201 
- Thomas, 201 
McLysaught, G., 295 
MacMillan, Margaret, 205 
McNeile, Hugh, 264 
McNulty, 304 
Mahoney, M., 304 
Maister, William, 171 
Malkynson, John, 30 
Malton, Earl of, 183 
Mann, Julia de Lacy, 176 
Manningham (Manyngham), 

Richard de, 29 
Marchant, R. A., 40, 44, 49 
Marmontel, 260 
Marriner, 246 
- Benjamin Flesher, 252 
- J. R. L., 252 
  K. D., 252 
  R. V., 252 

William Lister, 248, 252 
Marsden, Henry, 131-133, 135, 136, 

202 
  William, 176 
Marshall, John, 350 
Martin, William, 237-239 
Marx, Karl, 306, 307 
Mashter, Richard, 13 
Mason, Ann, 292 



Booth, 114 
Matilda, 9 
Maude (Mawde), 363 
- Francis, 59 
  Marmaduke, 24 
- William, 366 
Mayhall, John, 119, 123 
Maynard, 18 
- Sir John, 13 
Medley, John, 143 
Mellish, 174 
- Joseph, 159, 161 
- Samuel, 161 
Mellynge, William, 33 
Metcalfe, George, 42 
- John, 144 
Michel, Henry, 29 
Micklethwaite, 46 
Middleton, William de, 14 
Midgley, 18 

Esther, 137 
John, 26, 27, 133-138, 140 
Jonathan, 137 
Joshua, 27, 137, 138, 140 

  Martha, 137 
Mary, 27, 138 

  Richard, 12, 26, 137 
Robert, 24, 25 
Susan, 27, 137 
Thomas, 134, 136 
Walter, 133 
William, 25, 26 

- Family, 25, 137 
Mills, John, 216 
Milner, 170, 240, 365 
- John, 106 
- William, 54, 57, 62, 66, 70, 76, 

80, 154, 156, 163, 164, 167, 168, 
216, 218, 228, 237, 240, 244, 349, 
364 

Sir William, 178, 179, 182, 28, 
223, 227, 230-233, 235, 240, 353 

- Family, 364 
Mimes, 177, 218 
  John, 180, 182 
- Pemberton, 228 
- Richard, 180, 182 
- Robert, 342 
Milton, John, 319 
Mitchell, James, 151, 152, 170, 172 
- Joseph, 143 
  Joshua, 151 
Mitton, Joseph, 111 
- Richard, 24 
- Welbury, 111 
Monckton, John, 169 
- Robert, 59, 168, 169 
Montague, 324 
Montefeltre, Marquis of, 247 

Moody, Kath, 249 
Moore (More), 92 

Grace, 51 
- John, 202 
- Mercy, 50 
- Robert, 39-SI 
- Thomas of the, 7, 8 

Timothy, 46, 47 
More of Guiseley: Pedigree, facing 

p.39 
Morland (Moreland), George, 327 
Morrell, Will., 49 
Morris, Ann, 292 
- C., 57 
- William, 292 
Morvell, Will., 49 
Mossman, 318, 320 
Moulson, Joseph, 199 
Muff, A., 93 
Murgatroyd, Albert, 331 
Murphy, 296 
Murray, 304, 337 
Musgrave, 119 
Myers, 201 
  John, 251, 252 
- S. P., 194 

Naylor, Luke, 92 
Nef, J., 56 
Nelson, Lord, 102 
Nevile (Nevill), Cavendish, 176 
  Francis, 71, 78 
  William 159, 172 
Newcastle, Duke of, 180, 182 
Newton, 67 
  Sir Isaac, 67 
Nichols, 201 
- Abraham, 148, 189, 193 

John, 148, 189, 193 
R. S., 201 
Richard, 147, 189, 317 
Richard Shaw, 189, 190 
Samuel, 148, 189, 193 
William, 147, 148, 189, 193 

- William Schofield, 189, 190 
Nicholson, John, 317-331 
- Martha, 320 
- Thomas, 319, 320 
Nixon, Robert, 46 
Normandy, Robert Duke of, 4 
Norris, 304 
- S. P., 93 
Northend, Robert, 87 
Nowel, A., 325 
Nutbroun, William, 29-31 

Oastler, Richard, 105-110, 112-115, 
118, 322 

Oates, George, 223, 224 



Raiph, 49 
- William, 93 
O'Brien, P. S., 120 
Ogden, 48 
- James, 317 
Oldfeild, Jonathan, 89 
- Robert, 48 
O'Leary, R., 304 
Outhwaite, J., 13, 18, 20, 24, 136, 147 
Overend, D., 210 
Oxford, Earl of, 39 

Padget, 201 
Paley, John, 168, 169 
Palmer, William, 151, 175 
Palmerston, Lord, 115 
Parker, 190 
- Robert, 130 
- Sir Thomas, 158 
Parsons, E., 241 
Patchett, Benjamin, 89 
Patrick, St., 121 
Patte'h, H., 210 
Pawson, Henry, 180 
Pearson, 256 
  Mark, 89, 97-99, 102 
Peckett, John, 69 
Peel (Peele), Richard, 140 

Sir Robert, 106, 107, 112 
Pendlebury, Ann, 88 
Penneson, Ughtred, 30 
Pepire, William, 12 
Perkins, Joanna, 256 
Perkyn, William, 30 
Phillip (Phillippe), Gilbert, 8, 26 
  John, 24, 26 
- Family, 26 
Pickard, James, 281 
- Jeifray, 46 
- William, 46, 143 
Pickels see Pickles 
Pickering, William, 54 
Pickford, 106 
Pickles, (Pickels), Jonas, 143 
- Joseph, 93 
  Josh., 143 
Pighills (Pighles), Barnard, 138 
- John, 133, 138 
Pikeley (Pikedel), Alexander, 7, 8 
Pilkington, Sir Lyon, 60 
Place, Walter, H., 322, 331 
Plumb, J. H., 137 
Pollard, 246 
- A.W.,45 
- Joshua, 106, 109, 113, 115 
- Richard, 246 
Pollock (Pollok), Robert, 327 
Pope, Alexander, 319 

Popeley, Grace, 12 
Margaret, 12 

- Richard, 12 
- Family, 11, 12 
Porteous, J. D., 354 
Portland, Duke of, 124, 128, 129 
Potter, Robert, 58 
- Thomas, 64 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp, 196, 264 
- Family, 214 
Powis, Sir Thomas, 67, 153 
Preston, 150 
- Gilbert of, 6 

W. E., 45, 273, 274 
Price, William, 272 
Priestley, 98 
  J., 82, 220, 232, 233, 237, 239, 

241, 334, 340 
- John, 348, 366 
Pulleyn (Pullein), John, 32, 181 

Raistrick, Will, 328 
Ramsden, 246 
- G., 155, 157 
- Thomas, 258 
- Sir Thomas, 230 
  Walter, 258 
Rand, William, 120 
Ravenchil, 2 
Ravensuar (Ravensuard), '2 
Rawnsley, S. H., 192, 195 
kawson, John, 24 

Joseph, 247 
- Martha, 288 
Rayner, 60 
- Thomas, 159, 161 
Redgrave, G. R., 45 
Redshaw, 250 
Reed, John, 221 
  William, 240 
Rees (Rhyss), Arthur, 212 
  Caroline Eliza, 212 

Charles, 212 
Charles Horton, 212 

  Henrietta, 212 
  Henrietta Susannah Anne, 212 
- Mary, 212 
Rennie, John, 338, 341, 345 
Rhodes, 363 
  James Armitage, 352, 353, 359, 

363, 365-367 
  John, 102 
Rhyss see Rees 
Ribblesdale, Lord, 325 
Richard I (Coeur de Lion), 6 
Richard the Chaplain, William son of, 

7. 
Richardson, 199, 209 
- C., 294, 300, 305, 312, 314 



xxiv 

Riley, Susy, 92 
Rimer, John, 48 
Rimmer, W. G., 173, 223 
Robertshaw (Robartsshey, Rober-

schay, Robershay, Robertshawe, 
Roberteshay, Robertshawe, 
Robertshay, Robertshaye), 197, 
291, 292 

  Abram, 285, 290 
- Ambrose, 277 
  Ann, 291, 292 
  Augusta, 292 
- Sir Ballin I1lingworth, 288, 

289, 293 
- Calvin, 286, 288 

Sir Charles, 276 
  Daniel, 282 

Edward, 279, 292 
  Elkanah, 284 
  Esther, 282, 285 
  George Morris, 292 
  Henry, 282 

Herbert, 287, 288 
Il1ingworth, 286-289 
Isaac, 289, 290 
James, 282, 290, 292 

  James Mason, 292 
  Jeremiah, 281, 282, 284-286, 

289-291 
Jeremy, 284, 290 
Jerrold, 289 
John, 278, 280, 282-285 
John W., 283 
Jonas, 279, 280, 282. 284 

  Jonathan, 281, 284, 291 
Joseph, 280, 281, 289 
Joshua, 280, 281, 283, 285, 290, 

291 
- Keneim Frederick, 292 

Luther, 286, 287 
Marianne, 288 
Martha, 280, 288 
Mary, 279, 286, 292 

  Mary Hannah, 292 
Mathew, 282 
Michael, 282 
Moses, 281 
Noel Francis, 292 

  Percy, 288, 289 
  Phoebe, 283 

Ralph Hopton, 292 
Rawson, 287-289 
Richard, 276-280 
Roger, 282, 285, 290 
Samuel, 279 
Sarah, 282 
Stephen, 284 
Sydney, 289 
Thomas, 286, 287 
Walter, 287, 288 

- Wilfrid, 29, 39, 123, 209, 254, 
275 

- William, 279, 280, 282-284, 
291-293 

- Family, 275-293 
Robinson, Charles, 156 

Isaiah, 143 
- John, SI 
- Newman, 19 
  Sir William, 76, 77 
Rochfort, V., 304 
Roe, 199, 209 
Roebuck, Thomas, 59, 154, 168, 169, 

172, 244 
Rooke (Rook), William, 57, 155, 156, 

244 
  Sir William, 168, 244 
Rookes, William, 20 
Rosa, Salvator, 260 
Rousseau, 260 
Routh, William, 238 
Rowe, J. H., 45 
  J. Hambley, 370 
Rowland, Thomas, 137 
Rudman, John, 87 
- Mary, 87 
Russell (Russel), 107, 108, 115 
- Peter, 257 
Rycroft, Antony, 143 

John, 143 
Rye, Tonson, 93 
Ryley, James, 143 

Sadleir, T. U., Ill 
Sagar, John, 133, 135 
Salt, Sir Titus, 209, 304, 327, 329 
Sandys, 40 
Saunders, 109 
Savile (Saville), 201 
  Elizabeth, 247 

Sir George, 230 
Henry, 17, 247 

  Hiram, 199 
Sir John, 17 

- Robert, 9, 17, 24 
Sawer, Thomas, 58 
Sawley, John, 143 
Sawyer, Ann, 168, 169 

Thos., 168, 169 
Saxton, Christopher, 5, 14, 45 
- Robert, 261 
Scarbrough, Earl of, 77 
Schagh, Schaghe see Shaw 
Schomberg, J. Duff, 115 
Scott (Scot), 201 
- Jacob, 199 
- James, 88 
- Ursula, 14 
  W. R., 154 
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I 

- William, 14 
Scruton, William, 112, 317, 319, 321, 

328, 330 
Scully, 304 
Sellers, Maud, 67 
Senior, H., 297 
Serant, Tho., 48 
Shackleton, 69, 190 
Shaftesbury, Earl of, 113 
Shakespeare, William, 323 
Shaw (Schagh, Schaghe, Shay), 126 
- Joseph, 167, 244 
- Robertus de, 275 
  Robertus del, 275 

William del, 275 
Sheffield, Joan, 21 
  Lewis, 20-22 
  Richard, 20, 21, 23 
Shelton, Margaret, 59 
- Samuel, 60 
- Theophilus, 59 
Shore, Sir Bartholomew, 67 
Sibbett, R. M., 111 
Simpson, 64 
Slater, 141 
  Abraham, 127 
- William, 17 
Smeaton, 140 
- John, 185, 186, 222-225, 229, 

232, 233, 337 
Smith (Smyth), 192 
  A. H., 86, 94, 275, 276 
  Christopher, 106 
  Dinah, 87 
  Isaac, 287 
- J. G., 366 
- James, 224 
- John, 30, 58, 143, 156, 168, 169, 

304 
  Laura, 272 
- Mathew, 49 
- Richard, 143 
- William, 231, 232 
Smithies, 304 
Smuts, 100 
Smyth see Smith 
Snowdon, 48 
Sorocold, George, 55, 61 
Southwell, Sir Robert, 61 
Sparr, 305 
Steight, Harry. 1, 10, 18, 292, 293, 319 
Spencer, Charles F., 93 
- Clarissa, 250-252 
- David, 250, 252 
- John, 244 
- Lawrence, 79, 154, 172 
- Lister, 252 
- Rebecca Mary Ann Lister, 252 

Spencer-Stanhope, 44, 90, 176, 179, 
181, 221 

  John, 353, 359, 365, 367 
  Walter, 240 
Spink (Spinks), Jane, 168, 169 

Jeremiah, 59, 169 
Stagg, John, 232 
Stanhope, John, 221, 222 
  Walter, 44 
Stanley, Henrietta Smith, 211 

Lord, 353 
Stansfield, 141 
- Robert, 19, 195 
Stapleton (Stapylton), Hugh, son of 

Robert de, 210 
  Miles, 232 
- Sir Miles, 179 
- Robert de, 210 
Starkey, Timothy, 96 
Steel, 265 

James, 329 
Stephen, King, 5, 9 
Stephenson, Benjamin, 189, 194, 196 
  John, 183, 184 
Sterne, Lawrence, 217, 258 
Stevenson, John Hall, 258 
Stirk, Wm., 143 
Stocks, 318 
  Elizabeth, 99 
- Michael, 102 
  Reuben, 99 
Stokes, Oliffe Briant, 317 
Stokesley, William of, 7 
Stornton, Lady, 233 
Stowe, 172 
Strafford, Earl of, 176 
Stuart, Sir Simon, 234 
Sudworth, Elizabeth Dorothea, 93 
Sugden, 201 
- Isaac, 67 
- John, 143 
- Jonas, 143, 190, 205 
  Thos., 143 
Sunderland, Brian (Bryan), 36, 133, 

136 
- Peter, 35, 36, 133, 135, 138 

Richard, 37, 46 
Samuel, 138 
Susan, 36 
Susannah, 135, 136 

  Family, 135 
Sutcliffe (Sutcliff), Halliwell, 100 
- Joseph, 92 
- Tom, 130 
- William, 58, 168 
Swainscn, William, 92 
Swift, George, 92 
Swithenbank, F., 331 



xxvi 

Tankard, 91 
Tattersall, Dinah, 97 

Edmund, 97 
- Jonathan, 97 

Mary, 97 
Taylor, R. V., 123 
Telford, Thomas, 347 
Tempest, 8, 26 
- Elizabeth, 131 

Sir John, 16, 278 
Nicholas, 16 

  Richard, 9, 17, 24, 32 
Sir Richard, 13, 16, 33, 277-279 
Robert, 24-26 
Dame Rosamund, 16, 20 

- Family, 10, 13, 16, 17, 23 
Tetley, 192 
Tew, Family, 363 
Theiwall, John, 125, 126 
Thole, 2 
Thomas of the More, 7 
Thomlynson see Tomlinson 
Thompson, Abraham, 162 
- E. P., 125, 130 
  Edward, 157, 180 

L. S., 321 
- Lysander, 321 
- Perronet, 112 
Thoresby, Ralph, 54, 55, 57, 58, 60, 

61, 63, 70, 80, 81, 174 
Thorner (Thornour), Thomas, 31, 32 
Thornhill, Margaret, 12 
- Robert of, 12 
  Thomas, 105 
Thornour see Thorner 
Thornton, Roger de, 8, 14 
  Thomas, 32 

Thomas de, 9 
Thomas son of Roger de, 8 

  William de, 30 
  Family, 4, 5, 9, 10 
Threapland (Threaplandes), 141 
  John, 18 
- John de, 30 
  Richard, 24, 25 
Thurkelby, Roger de, 6 
Todd, 255 
Tomlinson (Thomlynson), W., 350 
  W. W., 345 
  William, 30, 31 
Tomson, Hugh, 30 
  Thomas, 30 
Tong, Cressi, 261 
Topham, William, 36 
Torchil, 2 
Tothil, Josh., 143 
Townend, Selina, 272 
Townsend, Luke, 126 
Treppelandes, Thomas of, 7 
Trevelyan, G. M., 125 

Turner, Chomley, 178 
- Christopher, 143 
  J. H., 4 

J. Horsfall, 319 
J. M. W., 259 

- James, 143 
Tweedy, 148, 198 

George, 189-191, 195, 205 
- John, 143 
- Sarah, 203 
  Family, 146 
Tyas, 157 

Ubaldino, Charles, Marquis of 
Montefeltre, 247 

- Elizabeth, 247 
Ulchel, 2 
Unwin, R. W., 53, 151, 219, 333 
Varley, George, 143 
- Samuel, 143 
Vavasour, William, 41, 43 
Venn, 274 
Verey, George, 292 
  Mary, 292 
Vernon, 153 
Vescy, Emma de, 94 
  Warin de, 94 
Vosper, L., 272 
Waddington, David, 328 
  Jos., 143 
- Thos., 143 
Wade, David, 143, 195, 205 
- John, 107, 143 
- Thos., 143 
  Wm., 143 
Wadsworth, A. P., 176 
Wainford, John, Ill 
Waldeby, Thomas de, 9 
Wales, Princess of, 256 
Waleys, Henry de, 7, 8 
Walker, 196, 257 
- Charles, 106 
- Charles Nicholas, 214 
- J., 53, 59, 180, 182 

Samuel, 88, 89 
- Thomas, 30 
- William, 106, 108, 113, 115 
Wallace, 11 
Walmsley, Sturton, 176 
Walpole, Horace, 228 
Walsh, Arthur C., 51 
Walsingham, Sir Francis, 39 
Ward, J. T., 104, 110 
- James, 273, 274 
  John, 286 
  Nicholas, 6, 7 
- William, 274 
Warwick, Earl of, 39 
Waterhouse Family, 97, 98 
Watkinson, Joseph, 59, 64, 156 



xxvii 

Watmuff, Samuel, 192 
Watson, 334, 335, 346-348 
- Christopher, 41 
- Hannah, 94 
- Jeremiah, 94, 95 

John, 94 
- Phoebe, 94 
Watt, 188 
- James, 148 
Watts, 140 
Wauton, Simon-of, 6 
Wells, Elizabeth, 255 
Wentworth Family, 12 
Wesley, John, 98, 281, 319 
Western, J. R., 128 
Westmoreland, Lord, 182 
Westmorland, Earl of, 353 
Wharncliffe, 171 
Wheatley, Francis, 59 
- John, 102 
Wheeler, John A., 272 
Whitaker, John, 143 
- William, 17 
White, 190, 197 

A., 190 
  Isaac, 262 
Whiteley, M. A., 264, 272 
Whitley, 319 
- Francis, 318 

Joseph, 317 
Wickham, Henry, 43 
Widdup, Accepted, 143 
Wigglesworth, 150 
  W., 205 
- William, 25 
Wilberforce, Samuel, 118 
Wilby, John, 95 
Wilcock, John, 116 
Wild, E., 331 
  Martha, 320 
Wilkinson, A., 136 

Abraham, 188 
  Andrew, 180 
  David, 133, 143, 145, 146, 188 

John, 137, 143, 145, 146, 188 
Jonas, 143 
Jonathan, 143 
Matthew, 192 
R., 136 
Richard, 145, 146 

- William, 143, 145, 146, 188, 
189, 192 
Family, 146 

Wilks, E., 331 
Willan, T. S., 56, 58, 79, 151, 161, 163, 

164, 175, 216 
Willans, James, 151 
- Martin, 151 
William I, 3, 4 
- II, 4 

- 111,96,112-114,116,117,151,216 
son of Richard the Chaplain, 7 

Williams, 0. C., 65, 71 
Williamson, F., 55 
Willoby, Lord, 39 
Willoughby, John, 42, 43 
Wilman, John, 24, 25 
- Raynbrown, 24, 25 
- Robert, 25, 26 
- Family, 25 
Wils, 2 
Wilsden (Wulsinden), Godefrid of, 7 
  Richard de, 30 
Wilsige, 1, 2 
Wilson, 239, 365 
  Joseph, 92 
  R. F., 365 
  R. G., 185, 215, 235, 332, 333, 

339, 368 
Richard, 160, 168, 177-179, 

181-183, 218, 221-223, 225, 227, 
230, 232, 234, 235, 240, 244, 364 

  Richard Fountayne, 350, 353, 
360, 367 

  Thomas, 64, 143, 160, 218, 220, 
232, 244 

  Family, 364 
Winckley, Thomas, 211 
Winter, James K., 272 
Witton, John, 168, 169 
- Margaret, 59 
- Richard, 59, 168, 169 
Woan, Edmund, 97 

Hannah, 97 
Wodhall see Woodhall 
Wombwell, William, 58, 169 
Wood (Woodd), 337 
- Benjamin, 252 

Butler, 115 
  Fanny, 272 
  Isaac, 200 
  John, 18, 111, 115, 143 

Nathan, 96 
Woodhall (Wodhall), John, 18 
Wordsworth, Dorothy, 86 
Wormald, John, 224 
Wormall, John, 95 
Worrall, Hannah, 97 
Worsfold, J. N., 159 
Wright, Emma, 272 

James, 143 
Peter, 143 

- Stephen, 143 
Wrightson, Anthony, 251 
Wulsinden see Wilsden 

Yeoman, Thomas, 221 
York, Duke of, 110 
Young, 319 

Zouch, Henry, 228, 233, 242 
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