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WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

W ILFRID ROBERTSHÄW was the fourth in a 
line of distinguished editors of the Bradford 
Antiquary, an office he fulfilled with 

characteristic thoroughness and enthusiasm, first as 
joint editor and then alone, for forty five years. Like 
his predecessors, William Cudworth, Charles Federer 
and J. Hambley Rowe, he combined great ability and 
deep intellectual curiosity with a wide range of pro-
fessional and private activities which contributed in 
significant but incalculable ways to the life and 
community of Bradford. 
He was born in West Bowling in May 1893 and 

attended Ryan Street School until the age of 14. In 1907, 
he obtained a post as junior assistant at the Bradford 
Central Library and seven years later moved to York 
as Assistant Keeper at the York Museum. He served 
with great distinction in the R.A.M.C. during the First 
World War. He returned to Bradford in 1921 as a 
member of the Library staff and at the personal invita-
tion of the Chief Librarian, Butler Wood. In 1926, he 
took over responsibility for the Boiling Hall Museum 
and after several years in that capacity became Assistant 
Director at Cartwright Hall. In 1939, his ability and 
devoted service were rewarded when he was made 
Director of the Bradford City Art Gallery and 
Museums, a post he filled until his retirement in 1960. 
In the midst of his busy life, he had obtained by 1927 
the highest possible professional qualifications in the 
Library service (including a special diploma for a thesis 
on the Beverley Miracle plays) and in 1935 had been 
awarded the degree of M.A. in the University of Leeds. 
He also found time to act as secretary in 1931 to the 
Bradford Historical Pageant—a massive reconstruction 
of Bradford's history which used nearly 8,000 per-
formers and engaged the work of about 30,000 people. 
He belonged to a pioneer generation of public ser-

vants whose career coincided with the development and 
expansion of municipal services in his chosen field. 
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Cartwright Hall had been opened in 1904 and Boiling 
Hall in 1915. The opportunities and the challenges 
were great and he responded to them in a way entirely 
characteristic of his imaginative intelligence and 
vigorous personality. It is to his work and that of his 
associates that we owe the inexhaustible pleasure which 
these two museums have given over the years both to 
thousands of Bradfordians and to many others from all 
over the world. 
To his work he brought to bear his great enthusiasm 

for and dedication to both art and local history. One 
of his principal concerns in the field of art was with the 
encouragement and collection of local work—in l?51, 
as part of the Festival of Britain activities, he organised 
a highly successful exhibition of the work of Bradford 
artists in the previous hundred years. It is also thanks 
to him that the annual Spring Exhibition at Cartwright 
Hall became such an important part of the cultural life 
of the city. He was indefatigable in his pursuit of local 
materials and exhibits which would enhance the quality 
of the service the museums and libraries could provide. 
The incident which constituted both his greatest success 
and his greatest disappointment lay in this area of his 
activities. The story is well known—but it should be 
told again—of how shortly after the death of Lady 
Powell in 1929, he was browsing in the outhouses of 
Horton Old Hall, with Mr. W. Preston, and came across 
what appeared to be a bundle of old rags. After he had 
cleaned and restored the bundle at Cartwright Hall, he 
realised that he had unearthed a long abandoned 16th 
century tapestry of Low Countries origin, which 
depicted a number of Old Testament stories. He pressed 
for its retention in Bradford, but to his abiding disap-
pointment, it was reclaimed by the Sharp-Powell estate 
and sold in London for 3,250 guineas. 
More happily, his discovery of new manuscript 

sources for the study of the history of the Bradforddale 
not only added a great deal to our knowledge of the 
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pre-industrial history of the area, but enabled him to 
complete a fine and original thesis on the subject 
—the thesis for which he was awarded the Leeds 
University degree of M.A. We owe to his persistent 
search for new source materials some of the 
more important collections now available to the local 
student—records of Clayton and Horton, the Atkinson 
Jowett Papers and the Ferrand and Heaton MSS. He 
was particularly proud of his almost accidental dis-
covery of the Tong Township papers, in an ancient and 
massive chest which had been lying for a long time 
forgotten in a corner of the Tong schoolroom. 

His connexion with Bradford Historical and Anti-
quarian Society began in 1921 when he was elected a 
member of the society. He gave his first lecture in 1923 
—History in Pamphlets—and for the next fifty years he 
remained a constant and tireless contributor to the 
success of the society—as lecturer, excursion leader, 
researcher, writer, editor and administrator. He was 
elected to the Council in 1927 when he took over the 
duties of Secretary. He was President in the 1934-35 
session, the youngest member ever to hold the office, 
and twenty one years later again accepted the position. 
His editorial responsibilities began in 1927 and until 
1958 he combined the work with that of General 
Publications Secretary. He retired from the editorship 
in 1972. 

During the years of his editorship, his output and his 
activities were little short of prodigious. Barely a year 
passed in which new material was not made available to 
the local historian, in the form of a lecture, or an article, 
or as a new manuscript transcribed ready for interpre-
tation. He wrote clearly and precisely and his work was 
more than anything characterised by meticulous 
scholarship and the imaginative use of a wide range of 
local sources and background knowledge to open up 
new material he had brought to light. 
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His contributions to the Bradford Antiquary began 
in 1927 with an article entitled Notes on Adwalton Fair. 
During the next forty five years he tackled almost every 
aspect of local history, concentrating, however, on the 
period before the Industrial Revolution. There are, for 
instance, a number of important articles dealing with 
the manorial history of Bradforddale—the Lost Hamlet 
of Cockan, the Manor of Clayton. the Settlement of 
Rvecroft in Tong. The records of Tong. Chellow and 
Tyersal were also examined and elucidated by him. He 
wrote several interesting articles on old houses and 
buildings in the district—Three Old Allerton Home-
steads, for example, and an early one on Stott Hill and 
its associations which demonstrated very clearly the 
admirable precision and breadth of his method. In 
explaining the part Stott Bill had played in the life of 
Bradford, he exploited with great skill his knowledee 
of the parish registers, the manorial court rolls, local 
probate inventories, the Canterbury Tales, and medieval 
trading practices. Other equally fascinating articles 
covered a more general area of neonle, places and 
institutions. One of his first contributions, written in 
1929, dealt with the Northern Regiment of the West 
Riding Volunteer Yeomanry Cavalry: in 1949. he wrote 
about the historic links between Bradford and Shinley, 
and in his very last article discussed the A nnals of a 
West Riding Family. 

The most significant, and nossibly the best, article he 
wrote was his analysis of the Robert Saxton map of 
Manningham, compiled in 1613. and discovered at the 
Public Record Office by Mr. H. Judson. This was a 
map made by Saxton shortly after Mannineham had 
been enclosed and which had almost certainly been 
produced as a record of the transaction. Mr. 
Robertshaw used it to tease out a reconstruction of 
Manningham in the seventeenth century, identifying 
people and places with the certainty which came from 
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his own deep understanding of local history, and link-
ing them with both the medieval past and the now 
contemporary future of the Bradford of that time. The 
article is invaluable as a demonstration in general terms 
of the way in which ancient field patterns continue to 
dominate the urban structure of the town and as the 
basis for a precise understanding of the way in which 
the township of Manningham has evolved over the 
centuries. 
As editor, perhaps the most demanding task he 

undertook was the completion of the Local Record 
Series. The first volume was published in 1929 and 
three others were to appear between 1936 and 1953. His 
own contribution, over and above the considerable task 
of editorship, is to be found principally in Volume 11— 
West Yorkshire Deeds—and Volume IV—Kipping 
Chapel Registers. During the preparation of Volume II, 
he spent many hours in the selection and transcription 
of documents held in York in the Library of the Dean 
and Chapter of the Cathedral, and drawn principally 
from the collection of the Bradford solicitor, Mr. 
Edward Hailstone. He also completed the work of 
transcribing the Kipping Chapel Registers, begun by 
Mr. Judson. 
He insisted on maintaining the editorial policy laid 

down by his predecessors; acceptable work had to be 
genuinely original and based on the use of hitherto 
unexploited material. It was in this way that he ensured 
a constant flow of fresh evidence about the local past, 
and added new dimensions to its study by his publica-
tion of such articles as those by Professor Asa Briggs on 
industry and Politics in early 19th Century Keighley, 
and the Irish in Victorian Bradford by Mr. C. 
Richardson. 
Mr. Robertshaw's achievements are all the more 

remarkable when it is recalled that he left school at the 
age of 14. With none of the advantages of further 
education, he had made himself the master of the arts 
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and crafts of scholarship and research and at the same 
time he had raised himself to the top of his own profes-
sion. In every aspect of his work his devotion to his 
native city comes through; he was a Bradfordian, 
dedicated to the service of Bradford. The debt which 
the Society, and Bradford, owes to him can, in truth, 
never be repaid. 



THE MANNINGHAM MILLS STRIKE: 
ITS IMPORTANCE IN BRADFORD 

HISTORY. 

BY KEITH LAYBOURN, M.A., PH.D. 

THE Manningham Mills strike, which lasted for 
nineteen weeks between 17 December 1890 
and 27 April 1891, was one of the most divisive 

issues in Bradford's history. In recent years it has 
assumed a major role in the various interpretations of 
the emergence of the Independent Labour Party. E. P. 
Thompson, in his essay 'In Homage to Tom Maguire', 
has placed the strike within the context of the economic 
and social developments in the West Riding and 
revealed how vital the defeat at Manningham was to 
the political ambitions of the working classes.' 
Contemporaries were also aware of the political impor-
tance of the event. In October 1892, Fred Jowett, the 
first I.L.P. M.P. for Bradford in 1906, contesting the 
Manningham Ward at the municipal elections for the 
Bradford Trades Council and the embryonic I.L.P., 
stated that 

"In the Lister strike, the people of Bradford saw plainly, 
as they had never seen before, that whether their rulers are 
Liberal or Tory they are capitalists first and politicians 
afterwards."' 

Yet despite its obvious political importance, insufficient 
attention has been paid to the exact nature of the dis-
pute. This article is an attempt to redress the balance. 
Apart from outlining the nature of the dispute, this 
article seeks to develop two main themes. Firstly, it 
stresses the importance of the strike in bringing 
together a group of trade unionists who subsequently 
formed the Bradford Labour Union of the Independent 
Labour Party. Secondly, and equally important, it 
seeks to reveal how the Manningham Mills strike 
deflected trade-union support away from the Liberal 

I. E. P. Thompson, "In Homage to Tom Maguire", I. Saville & A. 
Briggs, Essays in Labour History, Vol. 1. (1960). 

1. The Labour Journal, 7 October 1892. 
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Party and towards the Independent Labour Party, an 
essential corollary to the emergence of a viable 
working-class political party. 
The dispute had begun on 17 December 1890, a week 

after the directors of Lister's Manningham Mills com-
municated to the operatives their intention of reducing 
wages by up to twenty five per cent, in anticipation of 
the adverse impact of the McKinley Tariff which had 
been introduced by the United States Congress. The 
operatives resisted the reduction, Lister and his directors 
insisted that it would be introduced and eventually 
after more than four months, the obduracy of Lister 
prevailed. 

1. THE CONTESTANTS 
Samuel Cunliffe Lister, the major shareholder of 

Manningham Mills in 1890, was one of those uncom-
promising industrialists who had established Bradford's 
textile supremacy during the mid-nineteenth century. 
He had started his business at Manningham in 1837, 
had developed and patented a large number of silk 
textile machines during the 1850s and 1860s, and had 
made himself a vast personal fortune out of his 
endeavours. When his mill burnt down in 1871, Lister 
built the present Manningham Mills and, during the 
difficult economic situation in the 1870s and 1880s, 
managed to extend business quickly and triple the 
labour force to over 5,000 by 18892 In the same year, 
Manningham Mills became a joint-stock company, 
although Lister remained the largest shareholder. How-
ever, during the mid-1880s, Lister had gradually 
transferred his interest to land and bought the Swinton 
Park and Jervaulx Abbey estates for £800,000. 

Lister's financial success had been a just reward for 
his perseverance and business acumen. However, his 

3. C. A. Manning Press, Yorkshire Leaders: Social and Political, 
vol. H (Leeds, 1895) pp. 37-38. 

4. Bradford Observer, 7 March 1887. 
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bluntness was all too evident in his relations with his 
workpeople. In 1890, the Yorkshire Factory Times, the 
weekly newspaper of the Yorkshire textile trade 
unionists, stated that 

it is becoming apparent that from the multiplicity of 
labour disputes the mammoth establishment at Manningham 
is taking the lead, and the past year has not in the number of 
wages and labour disputes, known or unknown to the public, 
become less productive than its predecessors."' 

Lister's refusal to negotiate with his workforce was a 
root 'cause of much of this disturbance. During the 
Manningham Mills strike, he adamantly refused to 
allow his directors to make concessions to the opera-
tives and, during its course, incensed the strikers by 
constant reference to the high wages he paid. Undiplo-
matically, Lister threatened to move his business to 
Addingham, near Ilkley. 

In the face of such hostility it is hardly surprising 
that the Manningham operatives were eventually 
defeated. As in the case of the majority of textile firms 
in Yorkshire, Manningham Mills had no trade union 
organisation, and the fact that the strike lasted nineteen 
weeks was almost entirely due to the help provided by 
the West Riding Power-Loom Weavers' Association, 
which organised woollen and worsted weavers. A 
Society of Silk, Seal and Plush Finishers had previously 
been formed in 1890 and had successfully fought a 
strike in February 1890, backed by the Weavers' 
Association. But such success was short-lived and by 
the end of 1890 the society had collapsed. This was 
despite the fact that trade unionism had been given an 
additional fillip by a successful strike at Manningham 
in October. On that occasion, the plush and velvet 
weavers had struck for a wage advance and the 
management had immediately conceded.' In view of the 

5. Yorkshire Factory Times, 12 September 1890. 
6, Ibid., 31 January 1890, 7 February 1890. 
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demand for wage reductions two months later, this 
capitulation by the management would appear to have 
been a tactical retreat, designed to avoid industrial 
conflict until after the McKinley Tariff was introduced. 
In the meantime, the firm was able to produce goods 
for the American market, and introduce measures to 
avoid financial repercussions, unhindered by labour 
difficulties. 
With the first rumours of the raising of the American 

tariff the firm of Lister & Co. Ltd. had sent an agent to 
the United States to arrange for the stockpiling of cloth 
in American warehouses before the introduction of the 
tariff.' In order to supply this requirement the directors 
put all the departments on overtime. The months of 
October and November were crucial, for the McKinley 
Tariff had been passed although not yet introduced. But 
the Tariff came into force in December 1890 and 
towards the end of November the mood of the directors 
began to change. Two managing directors, Messrs 
Reixach and Watson, had visited the United States and 
on their return were interviewed by the Bradford 
Observer. They were asked whether the American 
tariff would affect the Bradford trade and replied: 
"There are, no doubt, strong grounds for anticipating 
this."' There were to be consequential problems for the 
operatives. 

2. THE OUTBREAK OF THE DISPUTE 
The first indication of the impending dispute 

occurred on Tuesday, 9 December 1890 when a notice 
was circulated informing the 1100 workers in the velvet 
department that their wages would be reduced from 
24 December. On the following day Mr. Reixach 
explained the reduction in terms of the likely impact of 
the McKinley Tariff and added that Lister & Co. would 

7. Bradford Observer, 7 March 1887. 
8. Ibid., 7 November 1890. 
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be unable to compete with other manufacturers if they 
continued to pay "artificially high wages".' 
There was a hostile reaction from the velvet weavers 

who, lacking their own organisation, called upon the 
Weavers' Association to help. On December 10, a 
meeting of the velvet weavers was held at the Primitive 
Methodist Schoolroom at Manningham. Allan Gee 
and W. H. Drew, the representatives of the Weavers' 
Association, were critical of the operatives for allowing 
trade unionism to disappear and doubted whether the 
operatives could resist the wage reductions. However, 
the operatives were the quintessence of determination 
in their resolve to resist the wage reductions and Drew 
and Gee undertook to organise a Workpeoples' Stand-
ing Committee to negotiate with the Manningham 
directors. In the meantime, the operatives were per-
suaded to stay at work until negotiations could be 
held.'° The Standing Committee met the directors on 
15 December but found them unwilling to alter their 
proposed reductions." This was communicated to a 
meeting of the operatives that evening and, after 
another unsuccessful meeting with the directors on the 
following day, the strike began.'2 
From the start the major issue was the question of 

wage levels. At one of the early meetings, called by 
the Standing Committee, a velvet weaver stated that 
Lister's wages were low compared with other similar 
establishments in Yorkshire. At Saltaire the same rate 
of pay was offered, whilst at Allerton velvet weavers 
were paid id per yard more. Other examples of the low 
wages paid by Lister & Co. were also presented. Drew 
also referred to the firm's intention of reducing the 
wages of the winders and pickers to a mere pittance. 
Prior to the strike, two girls could dress and pick a warp 

9. Ibid., 10 December 1890. 
10 Ibid., 12 December 1890. 
II. Ibid., 16 December 1890. 
12. Yorkshire Factory Times, 20 December 1890, 



12 THE MANNINGHAM MILLS STRIKE 

in a day, for which 5s. id. would be paid, or 2s. 6d. per 
girl. With the intended reductions, it was maintained 
that the daily earnings would fall to 3s. 5d., or is. 84d. 
per girl .13 
The operatives were further aggrieved by the fact that 

the profits of Manningham Mills had been £138,000 in 
the previous year and that this had enabled the firm to 
announce a dividend of 10 per cent. Ben Turner, a 
leading member of the Weavers' Association, suggested 
that the firm might care to reduce its total profit by 
five per cent, some £7,000, in order to achieve the type 
of saving in costs which reductions of up to 25 per cent 
of wages were designed to achieve. It was felt that 
since the firm had made substantial profits in the past 
it should also be prepared to withstand losses in the 
future.'4 
The flames of the dispute were fanned by the public 

exhortations of past grievances. The operatives were 
suspicious of the lack of a reciprocal nature to wage 
movements at Manningham, and Gee observed: "There 
had never been a 20 per cent advance but there 
had been reductions a plenty."" At other meetings, it 
was stressed that the firm had reduced wages by 
30 per cent during the 1880s and that this had never 
been returned in boom years. 16 The employment 
structure within the firm added to this feeling of injus-
tice. Tensions had been created by the fact that female 
labour was replacing skilled male labour which was 
being driven out of the industry. To this uncertainty 
of employment was added the additional complication 
of strained working conditions. Overlookers and under-
managers in the firm earned their wages through driving 

13. Bradford Observer, 16 December 1890. 
14. There is some confusion over the total amount of reductions, but 

£7,000 was the figure which most trade union leaders estimated, thus 
suggesting that the wages of the department totalled £35,000 a year, 
ie. about £35 per operative per year. 

15. Bradford Obsrver, 12 January 1890. 
16. Ibid. 

ho 
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the workers to increase output." This increased tension 
between the 'superiors' and the operatives, a situation 
which was worsened by the action of the Manningham 
management as can be seen in the statement of one 
operatives who remarked that 

the opinion of the work people with whom I am 
acquainted is that there are too many gentlemen to maintain 
who wear collars and cuffs; also petty under—managers 
strutting about with pencils and notebook who might be better 
employed."8 

Wages, status and the feeling of injustice are, of 
course, the staple issues of any strike. However, what 
distinguished this from the others is that it obtained a 
much wider audience than the majority and that, in its 
wake, arose issues of liberty and free speech, economics 
and politics, which were to divide society in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. 
The cause of the operatives was immediately taken 

up by the working classes and trade unionists in York-
shire. The Weavers' Association, which was mainly 
responsible for the organisation of the strike, circulated 
25,000 copies of a Manifesto appealing for support from 
trade unions, co-operative societies and the public. In 
this document, the Standing Committee outlined the 
implications of the dispute for the working classes. 

"In the face of these low wages we are of opinion that 
we should be doing not only an injustice to ourselves but to 
the whole of the textile industry in the West Riding of York— 
shire by accepting the proposed reductions. . . . Help us 
fight against this enormous reduction. Our battle may be your 
battle in the immediate future. We trust, therefore, that in 
our present state of need and disorganisation you will liberally 
support us."" 

This appeal raised £11,000, much of it coming from 
the trade unions. The Yorkshire Miners' Association 

17. Yorkshire Factory Times, 14 February 1890. 
18. Ibid., 21 February 1890. 
19. Bradford Observer, 17 December 1890. 
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contributed generously and the mining districts always 
provided a good collection. Indeed, when James 
Murray, a miner from Barnsley, attended a strike meet-
ing he informed the strikers that if all the workpeople 
of Manningham Mills would come out then the miners 
would make a sterling effort to support them.2° The 
Bradford Typographical Society provided £10 and 
other societies contributed smaller amounts 

However, this support was not simply financial; 
one of the main features of the strike was the way in 
which it united politically diverse elements of the trade 
union movement. The Yorkshire Miners' Association, 
the Bradford Power-Loom Overlookers, and various 
other 'Liberal' trade unions were represented at some 
of the strike meetings. Particularly prominent were 
R. Wilson of the Overlookers' Society and Edward 
Hatton of the Bradford Society of Woolsorters. 
Politically moderate trade unions, affiliated to the 
Labour Electoral Association (a Liberal organisation) 
were represented by Samuel Shaftoe, of the Skip and 
Basket Makers' Society and the Machine Woolcombers' 
Society, and by John Sewell of the Bradford branch of 
the Amalgamated Society of Tailors. But it was radical 
trade unionists who dominated the platform. Although 
the Independent Labour Party had not yet been formed, 
the strike presented the opportunity for the radical 
trade unionists to air their views. Gee, Drew, Ben 
Turner, and Greaseley, of the Weavers' Association, 
combined with Taylor, J. L. Mahon, Cockayne and 
Maguire of the Gasworkers and General Labourers' 
Trade Union and the Leeds Socialist League. They were 
supported by socialist members of the more skilled 
organsiations, such as James Bartley and Edward Roche 

20. Ibid., 23 February 1891, 22 January 1891. The Bradford Branch of 
the National Brassworkers' Society gave £1 lOs, Bradford Shuttle-
makers' Society gave £2 and Bradford Woolsorters' Society gave 
it 7s. lOd. 
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of the Bradford Typographical Association, and F. W. 
Jowett of the Bradford Power-Loom Overlookers' 
Society. The hitherto politically moderate Amal-
gamated Society of Engineers provided another two 
radicals in George Cooke and George Cowgill. 
Socialists from outside the immediate Bradford area 
were also called into the dispute, including Isabella 
Ford and Bessie Ford, May Abraham, Violet King, Ben 
Tillett and Tom Mann. The list of trade union and 
labour leaders involved in helping the Manningham 
operatives read like a hagiography of labour leaders. 
The strike temporarily united the diverse elements of 

the Bradford Trades Council. The years 1888 to 1893 
had seen a widening of the gulf between Socialists and 
Liberals on the Council, in which the former gradually 
assumed control of the latter. This struggle was per-
sonified in the conflict between James Bartley and 
Samuel Shaftoe. The rift occurred in 1889 when Bartley 
wrote a letter to the Bradford Observer in which he 
announced that 

"I categorically stated that Mr. Shaftoe was not in favour 
of an eight—hour bill thereby stamping him as an adherent of 
the older trade unionism while I as an advocate of an eight— 
hour bill represent the principle of state interference."21 

The gulf widened during the next two years and the 
Council threatened to split. But the strike temporarily 
conflated into one body trade unionists of various per-
suasions. As a result Shaftoe and Bartley stood upon 
the same platform. The Bradford Trades Council 
advised all its affiliated societies to support the strike, 
organised public meetings and raised money for the 
strikers by holding concerts.22 

Occasionally there was middle-class support for the 
strikers. Lady Dilke sent her support, moral and finan-
cial, and the Bradford middle class were represented 

21. Ibid., 26 August 1889. 
22. Ibid., 23 February 1891. 
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by the Radical Liberals. The most notable representa-
tive of this group was W. P. Byles, editor of the 
Bradford Observer, and subsequently M.P. for Shipley. 
His paper was favourable to the workers and he, and 
his wife, often campaigned with the Weavers' Associa-
tion. But the Radical Liberals were relatively few in 
number and limited in support. The majority of 
Liberals did not support them and when Byles applied 
for the Liberal candidature of Shipley he found himself 
opposed by the 'money bags' of Bradford and only 
gained nomination after threatening to contest the 
election with or without the support of the Liberal 
Party organisation.23 Although his influence amongst 
the Liberals was limited, Byles was important to the 
strikers for as a shareholder in the Manningham firm 
he could raise issues at the shareholders' meetings, 
particularly the view that dividends ought to be 
reduced. Shaftoe, for one, was impressed by the attitude 
of the Byles's and -at a public meeting on 9 February 
he stated that 

"He thought Mrs. Byles had a few days before given 
some excellent advice in connection with a limited liability 
company which paid 10 per cent dividend. She reminded 
that a little less dividend should be paid and the balance be 
given to the workers."' 

Other members of the middle class were less forth-
coming and supported Lister. 
Samuel Cunliffe Lister was born into a County and 

conservative family and became a leading Conservative 
in Bradford. As a member of the Carlton Club he 
commanded the respect of the West Riding Conserva-
tives and they rallied to his defence. But Bradford was, 
as yet, still a Liberal stronghold and the important 

23. In the first vote his candidature was rejected but it was made clear 
by the Shipley Working Men's Club that the working men in this 
predominantly working-class town would vote for Byles. 

24. Bradford Observer, 10 February 1891. 
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question was—on which side would Liberal support 
fall? 
On the whole it would appear that Lister gained their 

support as the champion of capitalism. He was, after 
all, fighting the capitalists' enemies—socialism and trade 
unionism. In a letter to the Bradford Observer, he asked 
strikers not to be misled by the union, nor by its leaders 
who were paid agitators. The letter also declared that 
Allan Gee was sub-editor of the Yorkshire Factory 
Times, a trade union newspaper, and that W. H. Drew 
and Ben Turner were paid reporters, and that "They 
are all well paid men who ought not to pose as the 
weavers' leaders."' 
The strike leaders had no illusions of middle-class 

support. Drew declared that they knew 

perfectly well that to a great extent the sympathies of 
the wealthier Bradford citizens were not with the workpeopie 
in the struggle to obtain what they believed to be their 
rights. They were of course a few exceptions, and to these 
people every honour was due." 

Although this statement was made at the beginning of 
the strike, before the issue of free speech arose, the 
pattern of opposition and support had changed little 
throughout, and the Yorkshire Factory Times was 
later able to declare that "The operatives have from the 
first been fought not only by their own employers at 
Manningham but by the whole of the monied class in 
Bradford."21 Thus the interested narties divided into the 
two respective groups of middle class and working 
class. 

3. NEGOTIATIONS 

In conducting the strike the main problem of the two 
sides was to find common ground for negotiations. This 

25. Ibid., 27 January 1891. 
26. Ibid., 2 January 1891. 
27. Yorkshire Factory Times, I May 1891. 
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proved increasingly difficult as both parties indicated 
their intention of making the strike a test case for future 
industrial relations in the textile trade. The intransi-
gence of the management was quickly apparent and, 
towards the end of the strike, a letter in the Bradford 
Observer informed the public that 

"I can confidently assert that if the dispute had occurred 
at any other firm in the district, it would have been settled 
months ago; but it appears that Lister's, having determined 
to keep them there though all the business of the firm, and 
the money of the shareholders, be scattered to the wind. My 
knowledge of Mr. Lister through a period of forty years has 
led me to the conclusion that so long as he is allowed to lead 
all is well, but when once anyone becomes antagonistic to 
his ideas they must submit, when they prove their position 
equally as strong as his at all points.'°° 

With such lack of tact it was hardly surprising that 
negotiations failed. Instead, the two sides made claim 
and counter-claim about the level of wages being paid 
at Manningham. Mr. Reixach put the manaeeement's 
case in a letter to the Bradford Observer on 20 Decem-
ber, maintaining that male plush weavers earned an 
average of 21s. 6d. These were favourably comoared 
with the 13s. lOd. average earned by female weavers in 
the fancy dress goods deoartment at Mannineham.29 
The gist of the letter was that silk and uluch operatives 
and weavers were well paid and that a twenty per cent 
wage reduction would still allow most weavers to earn 
more than 20s. per week. 

This claim was rejected by the weavers who stressed 
that Reixach's estimates related to earnings over a short 
period of time during which a great deal of overtime 
had been worked. It was felt that the average earnings 
would have been much lower if the period had been 
extended, in which case unemployment would have 
significantly reduced earnings. A survey of earnings in 

28. Bradford Observer. 15 April 1891. 
29. Ibid., 20 December 1890. 
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the woollen and worsted industry, conducted by E. P. 
Arnold-Foster, suggested that unemployment and 
broken time caused a loss of earnings averaging 
between four and five weeks during the early 1890s.3° 
It would appear that the silk trade was similarly 
afflicted and one male weaver, who kept a record of 
his earnings over twelve years, found that they varied 
between 5s. 9d. and £2 per week and averaged 16s. 5d. 
over twelve years. Other reports also suggest that the 
earnings of weavers were lower than Reixach's 
estimates.3' 
Samuel Cunliffe Lister exacerbated the argument 

when, subsequently, he sent a letter to the Bradford 
Observer. Apart from accusing the strikers of wanting 
payment for broken time he also accused the workers 
of frittering away their good earnings: 

"That they have earned in the past not only good wages 
but very good wages, is certain, or the Manningham ladies, 
the plushers as they are called, could not dress in the way 
they do. Silk and flowers, hats and feathers, no lady in the 
town can be fairer. No one likes better to see them comfort— 
ably and befittingly dressed than I do: but there is a reason 
in all things. 'What is the result of all this? What I never 
cease to present and teach—utter need of thrift. The women 
spend their money on dress and the men on drink: so that the 
begging box goes round—it matters not what their wages 
are."32 

This was a direct attack unon the morals of the 
Manningham oneratives and it brought an immediate 
response from both the Yorkshire Factory Times and 
the Bradford Observer. Both considered this demand 
for thrift to be uncalled for from a man who had 
thought little of spending £200,000 on buying an estate 
at Swinton. 33 This was typical of the outspokenness of 

30. Ibid., 3 February 1892. 
31. Ibid., 20 December 1890, 14 January 1891. 
32. Ibid., 26 December 1890. 
33. Ibid., 27 December 1890. Also Yorkshire Factory Times, 2 January 
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Lister and subsequent letters to the press only served 
to complicate the negotiations. 
The first positive attempt to bring the two sides 

together occurred during the first two weeks of January 
1891, when a group of nonconformist ministers and 
prominent trade unionists met at Horton Lane 
Methodist Chapel. Amongst those present were the Rev. 
Dr. Anderson, Rev. C. W. Sharp, Paul Eland. W. 
Sugden and Edwin Halford. The two clergymen 
approached the directors for proposals which they, as 
intermediaries, could pass on to the Strike Committee. 
They came back with two recommendations—firstly, 
that the men should return to work, and secondly, that 
an arbitration award should operate on the evidence of 
wages paid to weavers at six Bradford worsted mills. 
This was presented to the Strike Committee on 
12 January and rejected.TM Much against the mood of 
the meeting. Drew forced through a counter-proposal 
which was that the weavers would accept the average 
wages paid to the silk plush weavers of Saltaire. This 
the management rejected on the grounds that the firm 
of Titus Salt & Co. was closing down its silk department 
and intending to move to the United States, a state-
ment which the Rev. Dr. Anderson found to be totally 
unfounded. The directors refused to be drawn on the 
issue, even when the offer was made for a second time 
on 14 January. On the following day, Drew presented 
an alternative of taking an average of the wages paid 
to weavers in six firms producing the same class of 
goods as Manningham Mills. This was also rejected.35 
Therefore, the first part of the negotiations was confined 
to the comparability of wage rates, the management 
wanting a comparison with the lower-paid worsted 
weavers, the Strike Committee with the average wages 
in other highly-paid silk and plush weaving 
establishments. 

34. Bradford Observer, 13 January 1891. 
35. Ibid., 16 January 1891, 17 January 1891. 
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The second attempt to resolve the strike was made 
by E. W. Hammond, the Mayor of Bradford. He 
approached the directors for proposals. They gave him 
precisely those which they had communicated through 
the nonconformist minsters. He presented them to the 
Strike Committee and they were summarily rejected. 36 
However, the directors took up the initiative and made 
two further offers to the Strike Committee. The first 
came from Lister in a letter to the Bradford Observer 
in which he wrote: 

"Now, what I propose (and feel certain that the 
directors will agree to) is that the Mayor shall appoint an 
accountant—anyone he pleases—to examine Lister & Co's 
books, and that the strikers shall receive 15 per cent more 
than the dress goods weavers. In case of any dispute, the 
Mayor, . . . shall be the sole arbitrator, and that his decision 
will be final."" 

This proposal was rejected on 18 January and the 
directors came forward with the alternative proposal of 
paying fifteen per cent above the average wages paid 
in the silk department at Manningham. This was 
rejected by the velvet weavers who felt that an average 
of 14s. plus fifteen per cent was not as good as the 
wages that had been guaranteed by the directors in their 
early letters to the press. Negotiations lapsed and it was 
another two weeks before the Mayor brought the two 
sides together again. At a meeting on 2 February the 
two sides merely reaffirmed their positions, the directors 
offering fifteen per cent above the wages paid to the 
fancy silk (Japanese) weavers. No progress had been 
made and, indeed, Lister added a new distraction. He 
emphasised that the main competition to his firm came 
from Germany and that the Manningham silk and 
plush weavers were being paid twice as much as their 
counterparts at Crefeld.38 

36. Ibid., 19 January 1891. 
37. Ibid., 17 January 1891. 
38. Ibid., 3 February 1891. 
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Lister's statement was, of course, difficult to disprove 
although it was doubtful whether the Crefeld weavers 
would accept wages as low as is. or 8s., assuming that 
the average wages of the Manningham operatives were 
only 16s. M. de Grieff came to the aid of the weavers 
on this question when he wrote a letter to the Bradford 
Observer informing the Bradford public that the Crefeld 
velvet, silk and plush weavers were often earning 22s. 
per week and that more skilful men earned 26s. to 28s. 
for a 56 to 60 hour week. 39 Although Lister rejected 
these statements by suggesting that these wages referred 
only to male labour, de Grieff countered by indicating 
that nearly all the Crefeld weavers were male. There 
was no cheap female labour employed to reduce costs. 
Lister's argument was thus effectively undermined. 
Although a number of other attempts were made to 

bring the two sides together, more than a month pro-
gressed before a third round of negotiations began. On 
20 March, W. P. Byles, editor of the Bradford Observer, 
and the Workpeoples' Standing Committee drew up 
three proposals. These were that operatives would 
accept the average wages paid in the pile goods trade 
at Saltaire, that they would, alternatively, accept Lister's 
offer of fifteen per cent on top of the best wages paid 
to woollen and worsted weavers in Bradford, or thirdly, 
accept the average wages paid in the same trade by six 
firms in the region."' The directors were only prepared 
to consider the second offer. Their only objection was 
that Lister had never made the offer and that they, the 
directors, had in fact offered 15 per cent above the 
average wages paid in the Japanese fancy silk depart-
ment at Manningham Mills. In a letter to the Bradford 
Observer, Lister confirmed that his only offer had been 
a comparison with the 'Japanese' weavers, and that had 
been the only basis upon which he would negotiate .41 

39. Ibid., 16 February 1891. 
40. Ibid.. 21 March 1891. 
41. Ibid., 23 March 1891. 
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Understandably, Drew and the Strike Committee 
were annoyed at the firm's denial that it had ever made 
the 'Bradford' offer. Not only had Lister clearly made 
iuch an offer as the letter quoted above shows, but 
in the early negotiations the directors had offered to 
make a settlement based upon the wages paid to 
weavers at six Bradford worsted mills. The two offers 
became confused and when Lister made his proposal it 
was naturally assumed that the fifteen per cent above 
the dress goods rates referred to a comparison with six 
Bradford worsted firms. Admittedly there were 
differences between dress goods, principally made of 
mixed and woollen cloth, and worsted goods. For one 
thing, the latter was a better paid trade and there was 
a higher percentage of labour in the trade. But the 
difference was only a few shillings and the operatives 
might be forgiven for misinterpreting Lister's offer. 
By the end of March and early April, the Manning-

ham directors were scenting victory and, consequently, 
rejected an offer of arbitration made by the Strike 
Committee on 8 April." While the strikers were seeking 
common ground the directors were retreating from 
settlement proposals they had already made. In this 
situation the organisation of the strikers was of vital 
importance. 

4. ORGANISATION 

The weakness of the Manningham strikers became 
obvious as the number of strikers increased. James 
Murray and the mining representatives at organisa-
tional meetings had called for greater unity amongst 
the Manningham operatives, hoping that they would all 
be out on strike.43 186 branches of the Yorkshire 
Miners' Association promised to continue a weekly levy 
until the strike ended. Yet the Strike Committee was 

42. IbId., 9 April 1891. 
43. Ibid., 23 February 1891. 
44. Ibid., 24 February 1891. 
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not in favour of this, doubting its own ability to support 
all the Manningham operatives. But the number of 
strikers did increase, the chances of success diminished, 
and the Strike Committee became increasingly conscious 
of the need to obtain a quick settlement. 
At the beginning only 1100 operatives came out and 

only the velvet department of the mill was closed. Sub-
sequently, they were joined by the overlookers, the 
velvet, cotton and silk dyers, and eventually by 1700 
workers from the spinning department. By the begin-
ning of March nearly 5,000 workers were out on strike 
or had been locked out. This increase imposed financial 
burdens on the Strike Committee, and Drew estimated 
that £1,000 per week would be required to continue the 
strike. The Strike Committee prevailed upon the 
spinners not to come out but they rejected the plea and 
joined the strike on 2 March lS91.4' This action may 
well have been decisive for it added considerably to the 
burden imposed upon the strike funds and the spinners 
were the first to return to work at the end of the dispute. 
The one encouraging feature of this widening of the 

dispute was that the overlookers joined with the strike 
hands. At the beginning of the strike they had been 
blamed for many of the disputes at Manningham Mills, 
but within weeks their attitude to the strikers had 
changed. The overlookers refused to train blackleg 
labour and twenty four of them had been dismissed by 
the firm without a week's pay in lieu of notice, and the 
rest came out in sympathy. As a result of this departure 
from previous trends, Drew felt more confident about 
the outcome. His satisfaction was due to the fact that 
in most disputes in the textile trade "the masters had 
succeeded in putting one class of workers against 
another, but in the present instance the overlookers 
were with the hands." 

45. Ibid., 3 March 1891. 
46. Ibid, 12 January 1891. 
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To make the strike more effective, regular meetings 
were held in the Jubilee Hall, Manningham, and the 
Star Music Hall, Bradford. Every Thursday, and occa-
sionally on Mondays, a procession would pass through 
the town to remind the public .of the strike. In order 
to prevent the use of blackleg labour, the strike hands 
also picketed the entrance of the mills. Although it was 
at a very moderate level, this picketing led to the 
eventual widening of the dispute. There had been 
disturbances in and around the mills in early January 
and a number of arrests were made. But nothing came 
of them and it was not until the end of February that 
the arrest of two mill hands threatened to bring public 
disorder. Both cases were dismissed and shortly after-
wards a meeting was held to celebrate their release. This 
was held on 22 February and was supposed to be 
attended by Tom Mann, Ben Tillett and Ben Pickard. 
The advertisement was a ruse to attract a larger crowd 
and none of these national figures attended.47 Never-
theless, the ploy was successful and more than 10,000 
people attended meetings at St. George's Hall, the Star 
Music Hall, and an overflow meeting in Forster Square. 
Most of the principal trade unions in Yorkshire 
reaffirmed their support for the strikers and the occasion 
was, up to then, the largest of the strike meetings held 
in Bradford. It attracted the attention of the Bradford 
public and the Bradford authorities.48 

5. Fans SPEECH DEBATE 
Several days after this meeting Mr. Withers, the Chief 

Constable of Bradford, acted to prevent the Strike 
Committee using licensed premises and brought pres-
sure to bear upon the proprietors of the Star Music Hall. 

47. Ben Turner objected to this ploy; see his Short History of the General 
Union of Textile Workers (Heckmondwike, 1920). pp. 134-137. 

48. Even the Home Office asked to be informed of events. Bradford 
Observer, 17 April 1891. 
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Rightly, or wrongly, this action was seen as an attempt 
to stifle free speech and was to play a vital part in 
guaranteeing future working-class support for the I.L.P. 
The Strike Committee was not allowed to use the 

Star Music Hall on 25 February.49 As a result of this 
action Drew interviewed the Chief Constable, asking 
his reasons for depriving the strikers of a platform. Mr. 
Withers purported to have two reasons: in the first 
instance, he objected to the disorderly conduct that had 
attended the meeting at St. George's Hall and Forster 
Square; in the second, he objected to the anti-religious 
sentiments and the frequent criticisms made of Brad-
ford's Chief Magistrate that had been expressed at the 
strikers' meetings. Withers was determined that the 
scenes at these meetings would not be repeated and 
asked Drew to sign an undertaking that future meetings 
would be conducted in an orderly manner. Without 
this understanding the Chief Constable was reluctant to 
allow the Strike Committee to hold meetings; but Drew 
refused to sign believing that no large body of people 
could be better behaved.50 

Various members of the Bradford Watch Committee 
stressed that the Chief Constable had acted without 
their approval. On 2 March, Alderman John Hall 
denied that the Watch Committee had given the Chief 
Constable the right to interfere with public meetings." 
Councillor John Sheldon also made similar statements 
at St. George's Hall on 28 February. Regardless of these 
refutations, the Watch Committee came under strong 
criticism. Ward committees of the Liberal Association 
attacked the restrictions of 'free speech' and the Radical 
Liberals now allied themselves firmly with the strikers. 
Their leader was W. P. Byles who stated at one meeting 
that 

49. Bradford Observer, 26 February 1891, Yorkshire Factory Times, 
27 February, 1891. 

50. Bradford Observer, 27 February 1891. 
51. Ibid., 2 March 1891. 
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"Had it been a strike meeting he would not have been 
present preferring not to take sides publically in the dispute 
at Manningham. Until the last few days he never thought it 
would ever be his lot to stand before a Bradford audience to 
plead for the sacred principles of freedom of speech.' 52 

The intervention of the Chief Constable did little to 
dissuade the Strike Committee from its intention of 
holding meetings, and it continued to hold outdoor 
meetings, and meetings at St. George's Hall and the 
Valley Parade Ice Rink. Indeed, the controversy over 
'free speech' added greatly to the attendance and it was 
not uncommon for 10,000, or even 20,000 persons to 
attend meetings. 
The crescendo was reached on Monday 12 April when 

the Bradford Trades Council had secured Ben Tíllett 
for a meeting at St. George's Hall. Drew had met the 
Chief Constable, the Mayor and the Town Clerk on the 
preceding Tuesday to obtain permission to hold an 
overflow meeting in Dockers' Square, an area between 
the Town Hall and St. George's Hall. Permission was 
not granted and the strikers offered an alternative, the 
municipal fairground which was some distance away. 53 
This was not achieved without violence, during which 
the Chief Constable and 60 policemen emerged from the 
Town Hall and taunted the crowd. The meeting was 
eventually removed to Peckover Walks.54 At the new 
venue the audience was addressed by Councillor 
Saunders, a Labour Councillor in Rotherham, Turner, 
Jowett, Paylor and, later, Ben Tilett. Later on that 
day a second attempt was made to hold a meeting in 
Dockers' Square and Councillor Saunders was arrested. 
Tempers were frayed, the police refused to charge 
Saunders and he refused to leave the police station .15 

52. Ibid., 2 March 1891. 
53. Ibid., 8 April 1891. 
54. Ben Turner, Short History of the Genera! Union of Textile Workers, 

pp. 129-138. 
55. Bradford Observer, 13 April 1891, 14 April 1891. 
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Apart from these aspects of the proceedings, the meet-
ing at St.George's Hall went successfully and the 5,000 
persons present supported Ben Tilett in his attack 
upon the Bradford authorities. 

Events came to a climax on the following day, 
Monday 13 April. Socialists, communists and 
anarchists from Leeds and Sheffield came to Bradford, 
asserted the right of public meeting and circulated 
pamphlets such as the Communist Appeal to Criminals. 
Their intention was to create disorders and they thus 
became involved in disturbances and stone-throwing. 
But the authorities were prepared and, apart from call-
ing in extra police, brought in 106 rank and ifie of the 
Durham Light Infantry. The Mayor read the Riot Act 
and the streets were cleared by the police, and later by 
the soldiers charging into the crowds 'with fixed 
bayonets'. Surprisingly, only 10 arrests were made 
despite the fact that disturbances continued throughout 
the day and into the late evening.56 Later accounts 
emphasised the feeling of revolution that pervaded 
Bradford on that day. W. R. Donald, President of the 
Bradford Typographical Society at that time, later 
recalled spending the evening at an inn in Ivegate, a 
street near the Town Hall, and hearing screams of 
women and children as the troops pursued the crowds 
up Ivegate with fixed bayonets. It reminded him of 
scenes from the French Revolution. 57 
Donald was, perhaps, overdramatic but there is no 

doubt that these events left an enormous impression 
upon all social and political groups in the town. The 
Bradford Observer insisted that the disturbances on 
13 April had been caused by outsiders and that very 
few Manningham operatives had been present. 58 Having 
cleared the operatives of responsibility, it was necessary 
to identify the guilty party. In most eyes it was the 

56. Ibid., 14 April 1891. 
57. Yorkshire Factory Times, 16 September 1904. 
58. Bradford Observer, 14 April 1891. 15 April 1891. 
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Watch Committee and the Chief Constable who were 
responsible for the disorder. Drew reminded them 
that the Watch Committee had allowed a meeting to 
take place in Dockers' Square on the previous Satur-
day, the day before the first meeting, and that the Strike 
Committee therefore felt that the Watch Committee 
was discriminatory in its policy over the use of the 
Square. 59 Many thought that the police and the direc-
tors were conspiring together, and Ben Tillett wrote 
that one would "suspect that the police were the agents 
of Lister and his co-ordinators, in making it difficult to 
maintain order and good tempers among the men and 
women interested in the strtigg1e." The Central 
Division of the Liberal Party also considered that the 
strikers had been unfairly treated. At a meeting in the 
Mechanics' Institute the resolution was passed: 

"That this meeting of the Liberal Central Division pro— 
tests against the unjust action of the Watch Committee in 
refusing to permit the holding of a meeting on Sunday last in 
Dockers' Square, and regrets that by their action the 
authorities have instituted an invidious distinction, numerous 
meetings having been held there without objection or 
interference."" 

A group of radicals meeting at Laycock's Temper-
ance Hotel decided to play upon this new-found support 
by holding another mass meeting on the following 
Saturday. The Watch Committee was prepared for this 
and had 290 soldiers, 200 Bradford police, and 190 
police from other Yorkshire forces, in readiness for 
disturbances. Although the meeting drew crowds of 
between 60,000 and 90,000 the soldiers and police were 
not required and the day passed peacably. The meeting 
was divided between five platforms and was addressed 
by prominent Bradford trade unionists. For the first 

59. Ibid., 17 April 1891. 
60. Yorkshire Factory Times, 24 April 1891. 
61. Bradford Observer, 17 April 1891. 

---A 
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time widespread sympathy was expressed for the 
strikers. 
The industrial confrontation was widened, but this 

hid the fact that the strike was on the point of collapse. 
Four days after the meeting, on 22 April, the spinners 
returned to work. Five days later, the rest of the strikers 
acknowledged defeat and also returned. Coming so 
soon after a number of large demonstrations in favour 
of free speech, the majority of those indirectly connected 
with the strike were stunned. Yet it was not entirely 
unexpected by the participants and Drew had warned 
of the difficulties involved in supporting a large number 
of operatives. In the week before the collapse there 
had also been correspondence with the editor of the 
Bradford Observer which reflected upon the poverty 
prevailing in the Manningham district. One correspon-
dent suggested that "it is the opinion of several trade 
unionists known to me that Mr. Drew and the leaders 
would act wisely by at once putting an end to the strike 
and suffering of the locked out operatives."' But the 
decision to end the strike was unexpected, and added 
to the acrimonious atmosphere which gave initial 
impetus to the demand for working-class political 
independence. 

6. THE PATH TO POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE 
Announcing the end of the strike the Yorkshire 

Factory Times made the prophetic statement that 
"Labour has so associated itself that even defeat must 
be victory."" This expression of opinion may be one 
reason why E. P. Thompson suggested that the only 
hope for an Independent Labour Party lay in the defeat 
of the workers.M It is certainly a notion which requires 
examination. It would appear that this dispute did 

62. Ibid., 17 April 1891: a letter from 'Nuneaton. 
63. Yorkshire Factory Times, 1 May 1891. 
64. E. P. Thompson, "In Homage to Tom Maguire", edited by J. Saville 

& A. Briggs, Essays in Labour History, Vol. 1 (1960). 
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bring together trade unionists of various persuasions 
and unite them on one platform. It also provided a 
link which was to connect with the formation of an 
Independent Labour Party. 
Committed socialists such as Ben Turner and W. H. 

Drew, later joined by C. Glyde and G. Cowgill, joined 
ranks with Liberals and neutral voters in their criticism 
of the Watch Committee. This criticism served to 
undermine the confidence that working men had 
in the impartiality of the local authorities and gave 
them a determination to seek municipal, parliamentary 
and school board representation themselves. This frus-
tration was perhaps best expressed in the words of 
Charlie Glyde, at one of the Peckover Walks' Meetings 
in April 1891, when he stated that "We have had two 
parties in the past; the can'ts and the won'ts, and it's 
time that we had a party that will."" 
The 'party that will' was formed one month later at 

a meeting at Firth's Temperance Hotel. Its formation 
was very closely associated with the strike and its 
embryonic development occurred on the strike plat-
forms at Peckover Walks. Glyde, Minty, Bartley and 
Drew formulated possible methods of making the 
working man an effective political entity and by the 
end of the strike rumours were circulating that the 
labour movement intended to contest all three 
parliamentary seats in Bradford. Even the moderate 
Bradford Observer was shocked and remarked that 

"A startling statement is being circulated by some of the 
leaders of the labour movement in Bradford to the effect that 
at the next general election the Labour Party is to run 
independent labour candidates in each of the three divisionS.1166 

A few days later it reported on a meeting of the 
labour representatives at the Firth's Temperance Hotel, 

65. Bradford Observer Budget, April 1891. 
66. The Independent Labour Party was formed in Bradford on 21 May 

1891. The preliminary meeting was held as the end of April 1891. 
See Bradford Observer, 25 April 1891. 



32 THE MÂNNINGHAM MILLS STRIKE 

East Parade, Bradford. The meeting was held 
four days after the return of the Mamiingham 
operatives; those present were still bitter at the 
defeat and determined to establish their political 
independence. Drew and Bartley felt that only genuine 
working-class representatives would be acceptable in 
future local and parliamentary elections, and they sug-
gested that Ben Tillett ought to contest Bradford East 
in the next general election (in fact he contested 
Bradford West). The meeting also revealed a split 
between the members of the Labour Electoral Assoc-
iation and those of the emergent Independent Labour 
Party. Samuel Shaftoe was both a Liberal, being a 
member of the Bradford Liberal 600, and a member of 
the Labour Electoral Association. In supporting the 
L.E.A. Shaftoe was prepared to accept the candidates 
of other parties where no Labour representative or 
working man was contesting an election. The I.L.P. 
was reluctant to do so, preferring its members not to 
vote where there was no suitable working-class can-
didate. This split was evident at this meeting when 
Shaftoe suggested that it was unrepresentative of the 
Labour Movement and therefore not capable of offer-
ing Ben Tillett a candidature in Bradford East. Bartley, 
Drew and E. W. Roche ruled the criticism to be out 
of order.67 
The split between the two sides, both idealogically 

and tactically, extended and served to divide the trade 
unions and trades councils in Bradford and Yorkshire. 
The Bradford Trades Council split on this political issue, 
and allied topics, and during 1892 and 1893 the I.L.P. 
became the dominant political group on the Council. 
The majority of the newer trades councils in Yorkshire 
were also dominated by the I.L.P. But of the older 
bodies only Bradford was dominated by the I.L.P. 
before the formation of the Labour Union, the 

67. Ibid., I May 1891. 
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candidature of Tillett, and the challenge of the I.L.P.'ers 
on the Trades Council which allowed the national 
organisation to be brought to Bradford. It was the 
Manningham Mills strike which provoked the response. 
There were also other immediate results arising from 

the strike. In his autobiography, Ben Turner stated 
that the strike produced many propagandists for both 
trade unionism and socialism." The appeal of trade 
unionism increased and the feeling of the time was 
expressed in a poem by Ben Turner: 

Come weaver lasses bright and fair. 
And make your Union stronger, 
Come make your wages better yet, 
Your warps from growing longer. 
The varying price lists which now rule 
Are neither just nor proper. 
With unionism you can thrive 
Without it—come a cropper.6° 

Many working men, and weaving lasses, took note of 
these sentiments and within nine months of the strike 
the Yorkshire Factory Times was proclaiming that the 
defeat had added 10,000 trade unionists to the York-
shire trade union movement; railwaymen, dyers, 
enginemen, and tram drivers as well as textile opera-
tives. Evidence to the Royal Commission on Labour 
in 1892 indicated that the membership of the West 
Riding Power-Loom Weavers' Association had 
increased by nearly 2,000 within nine months of the 
strike," and a branch of the Weavers' Association had 
been formed in Bradford in August l89l.' Other 
societies did equally well. 

68. Ben Turner, About Myself (London, 1930), pp. 68-69. 
69. Ben Turner, Heavy Woollen District Textile Worker? Union (1917), 

p. 61. 
70. Yorkshire Factory Times, 1 January 1892. By 1892 the approximate 

number of members was 5,000. Parliamentary Papers, Royal Com-
mission on Labour, XXXV, 1892, Group C, Volume 1. Evidence of 
Allan Gee and W. Downing, QQ 4786-5154. 

71. Ben Turner, Short History. (etc.) 



34 THE MANNINGHAM MILLS STRIKE 

Many unions gave themselves completely to the new 
political organisation. The Weavers' Association had 
its entire executive in the I.L.P., and even the Amal-
gamated Society of Engineers, once the bastion of craft 
unionism and Gladstonian Liberalism, provided many 
members of the Bradford and West Yorkshire branches 
of the I.L.P. In 1895, during a debate in the columns 
of the Bradford Labour Echo, Drew, Bartley and 
others reflected that they had seen trade unionism and 
I.L.P. as synonymous terms and that this was how the 
original members of the I.L.P. had viewed their 
organisation in May 1891.72 The Manningham Mills 
strike established a link between political independence 
and trade unionism which was to be the hallmark of 
Bradford Labour organisation, and which was to carry 
it through the crisis in confidence during the mid-
1890's. 
Apart from acting as an impetus to trade union 

organisation, and a catalyst for the political ambitions 
of trade unions, the Manningham strike also provided 
a useful 'whipping boy' for past failures. For several 
years afterwards it was maintained that the strike 
would have been successful if there had been some 
prior organisation. In a large labour demonstration in 
Bradford in August 1891 Miss May Abraham referred 
to the Manningham Mills dispute and underlined that 
the missing ingredient for success had been effective 
trade union organisation." By the same token defeat 
was a stimulus to such organisation. 

7. CONCLUSION 
The Manningham Mills strike made a profound 

impact upon Bradford society. It magnified the lacuna 
which existed between capital and labour, and justified 
Robert Blatchford's prophetic statement in his Merrie 

72. Bradford Labour Echo, I June 1895. 
73. Bradford Observer, 24 August 1891. 
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England that "To be a trade unionist and fight 
for your class during a strike and to be a Tory or a 
Liberal and fight against your class at an election is 
folly". Above all, the strike destroyed the deferential 
attitude of the working class to politics, and encouraged 
the hegemonious aspirations of the working class. 
Many years later the strike was fondly remembered by 
Fred Jowett and other trade unionists who had 
participated. 74 At the time Jowett foreshadowed the 
end of the two party system and the possibility of the 
millenium when he informed the Liberals and the 
Conservatives, at an election speech in 1892, that 

"You have run this machine too long, we see the pre— 
judicial results of your management—starvation, misery, 
crime, and a state of general unwashedness, body and soul, 
and we mean to take the matter in hand and try to make a 
better thing of it ourselves ...."° 

The climate was right for change; Manningham 
provided the opportunity. 

14. The Labour Magazine, Vol. V. October 1926. Article Ben Turner 
entitled 'Looking Backwards: the Formation of the ILl'.', pp. 
260-261. 

75. The Labour Journal, 7 October 1892. 



THE BRADFORD PROTESTATION 
RETURN 

A Bradford Grammar School student, Christopher 
Thompson, has recently obtained from the House of 
Lords' Librarian a copy of the Bradford Protestation 
Return. It provides a valuable piece of evidence for 
population studies, and also for assessing the amount of 
support for the Parliamentary opposition to Charles I 
in 1641 and the early months of 1642. During the 
passage of Parliament's bill for the attainder of Straf-
ford, Pym devised a form of undertaking to be signed 
by every Englishman above the age of 18: lists of signa-
tories were gathered by JPs and forwarded to the 
sheriffs of those who would '. . . promise, vow and 
protest . . . to defend . . . the true reformed Pro-
testant religion . . . against all Popery and Popish 
innovation'! 
The Bradford return lists about 1,140 names and splits 
them between seven divisions, Bradford itself. Heaton, 
Manningham, Bowling, Shipley, Horton and Haworth. 
It will be interesting to compare the names given with 
those in the tithe survey of Sir John Maynard for 1638. 
A brief remark in a letter of Thomas Stockdale JP to 
Lord Fairfax Senior, II March 1641/2, observes that 

• . the protestation . . . is taken through all York-
shire'.' It may be expected therefore that a high 
percentage of the inhabitants will have been recorded. 
To date only six other such returns have been pub-
lished: Northumberland, Durham, Sussex, Huntingdon-
shire, and Oxfordshire. It is hoped to publish the 
Bradford Return in the next issue. 

1. A full text is given in Oxfordshire Record Society Publications, 1955. 
Introduction by C. S. A. Dobson. 

2. Fairfax Correspondence ed. G. Johnson, London 1848, Vol. 1, p. 381. 



JOHN NICHOLSON: 
UNPUBLISHED POEMS 

BY JAMES OGDEN, M.A., B.LITT. 

IN a previous article' I presented some unpublished documents about the life of John Nicholson, the 
Airedale poet. I have since examined manuscripts of 

seven of his poems. Two are now in Saltaire Public 
Library, and five are in Keighley Public Library! The 
two Saltaire manuscripts, and two of the Keighley ones, 
have not been published. Three of the poems are of 
considerable interest to local historians, and in the 
present article I give complete transcripts' and some 
comments. 

Lines written after a fire at Mrs. Scott's maltkiln at 
Bingley. By John Nicholson. 

Old Bingley seated in the Vale 
With many a pleasant view: 

Whatever ills our land assail 
Yet Bingley youths are true. 

True to their Country, and their Crown. 
And faithful to their King: 

Their friendship has for ages grown, 
There is no chance for "Swing". 

For if the raging flames ascend, 
And redden all the sky, 

Old Bingley's there from end to end 
To drain the river dry. 

1. The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Part XLV, 1971. 
2. "Lines written after a fire at Mrs. Scott's maltkiln at Bingley" and 

"Otter hunting near Bingley" are in Saltaire Library; a paraphrase 
of Psalm 148, "Lines on the bog bursting in Yorkshire", "On the 
death of his favourite child", "To a Deist" and "The Drunkard's 
Retribution" are in Keighley Library. I am indebted to the respective 
Librarians, Mr. David Ogden and Mr. Ian Dewhirst, for help in 
preparing this article. 

3. I have had to compromise between reproducing and regularising the 
erratic punctuation of the manuscripts, but I have left the grammar 
and spelling untouched. 
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The lovely lasses tripped along— 
The river stopped to gaze— 

Kissed their white hands and with them ran 
To stop the raging blaze. 

And this shall long remembered be; 
When we are in the tomb, 

Our Sons shall sing with ecstasy, 
They saved the widow's home! 

Verse 2. Swing": a name given to Incendiaries at that time. 
Verses 3 & 4. In allusion to the two lines of men and women formed 

to pass buckets from hand to hand from the scene of the fire (above 
the King's Head ton) to the river at Watering-well Hill. 

The manuscript of this poem was formerly in the 
possession of Mrs. E. Wild of Saltaire, whose husband 
was a descendant of the family of Nicholson's second 
wife, Martha Wild. The handwriting is not Nicholson's, 
but the poem's style and subject strongly support its 
attribution to him. It can be dated with certainty 
between 1828 and 1837. Mrs. Scott was widowed in 
l828, and after 1837 Bingley youths were faithful to 
their Queen. The allusion to "Swing" makes it virtually 
certain that the poem was written in 1830 or soon after. 
"Captain Swing" was the signature most often attached 
to threatening letters sent to landowners, parsons and 
wealthy farmers during the agricultural riots of that 
year. 

This allusion also gives the poem its interest to his-
torians. Nicholson says that in Bingley there is no 
chance for "Swing", a view consistent with the generally 
conservative cast of his thinking on social problems,' 
though it is tinged with wishful thinking. E. J. Hobs-
bawn and George Rudd' have shown how and why the 
agricultural riots of 1830 were largely confined to the 

4. Harry Speight, Chronicles and Stories of Bingley and District (4th 
edition, 1904), p. 295. 

5. See my previous article. 
6. Captain Swing (1969). 
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Southern and Eastern counties; there was compara-
tively little trouble in Yorkshire, where poverty among 
agricultural labourers was less severe. But Bingley 
youths were not quite so true to their country and 
crown a few years later, when they played a prominent 
part in the Chartist agitation. 

"Swing" is associated, not only in the footnote 
(clearly a later addition) but also in the poem itself, 
with incendiarism. Hobsbawn and Rudd contend that 
this association was a journalistic error, since incen-
diarism played only a small part in the 1830 riots, and 
only became prevalent later. However, they mention 
instances of incendiarism at Farnley and Hawkesworth 
in December 1830, and these may have been in Nichol-
son's mind. And it is a curious fact that in Disraeli's 
novel Sybil (1845), the setting of which is largely 
inspired by the scenery of the Bingley area, there is a 
description of rick-burning, and the farmer concerned 
is a Mr. Bingley. 

Journalists and middle-class commentators often 
attributed the "Swing" riots to the licensing of beer-
houses in 1830. These, unlike the old inns, were not 
much frequented by the gentry and were therefore sus-
pected of being centres of revolutionary plotting. 
Nicholson perhaps wished to allay such fears. Bingley 
lads and lasses, he says, so far from plotting incendiary 
outbreaks in their beerhouses, are more characteristi-
cally occupied in putting out a maltkiln fire. 
Nicholson's poem "The Maltkiln Fire", said to be about 
a maltkiln at Harden,' describes the cheerful gossip 
"when friends with home-brewed drink are met/ around 
the maltkiln fire". It seems a beerhouse was attached 
to the maltkiln. 

7. Speight (see note 4), p. 372; the poem is in The Poetical Works of 
John Nicholson (e4. W. U. Hird. 1876), P. 194. 
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II 
Otter hunting near Bingley. 

The bugle sounds, our otter hounds. 
At 3 o'clock in the morning— 

Left Bingley fair, for the Bridge on the Air, 
With a loud Talihoo, as a warning, 

For the otter, to be away that day; 
For the hounds to loose their track. 

And like a game, that will not pay. 
Empty—handed to come back. 

2 
No such intention. I beg to mention 
Had our brother Tomas will'd, 

See him dress'd up smart, to watch them start 
With sportive spirit fill'd. 

For his sole desire, was noble sport. 
That drove him Out SO early 

To make aquaintance, who would have thought. 
With petty coat Rose from Burly. 

3 
He meet her soon, while the wandering moon 

Peep down upon the pair, 
And he took her hand, you must understand 

She was a lady charming fair. 
And he told her, as they watch'd the hound 
At that Monday morning early, 

There isn't a prettyer creature found 
Then petty coat Rose from Burly; 

4 
If Bingley Punch, had been at the lunch, 
Had seen them tease and kissing. 

A gay cartoon, he would have drawn. 
What a shouting and a hissing. 

For Bingley folks to see their Tom 
Take an advantage bold so early 

And through the town, escourting home 
The petty coat Rose from Burly. 

Again the manuscript was formerly in the possession 
of Mrs. Wild. The handwriting differs from that of 
"Lines written after a fire", and may be Nicholson's 
own. The poem's attribution to him is virtually con-
firmed by the reference to "our brother Tomas" and the 
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affectionately humorous account of his courtship; 
Nicholson had a younger brother Thomas of whom he 
was especially fond. It is, however, just possible that 
the poem was written by another brother, Richard, who 
was an occasional poet.' 

"Otter hunting near Bingley" is a humorous title. If 
we want detailed descriptions of the sport we can con-
sult Walton's Compleat Angler (1653) or Somerville's 
The Chase (1735); Nicholson's poem illuminates the 
lighter side of social life in Bingley in the early nine-
teenth century. Descriptions of hunting by local 
authors seem to refer chiefly to fox hunting; Speight for 
instance says: 

Jeremiah Scott . is . . well remembered as the 
Bingley "huntsman". A pack of hounds was kept in the town 
in the early part of the [nineteenth] century. They were what 
is known as "trencher fed", that is, each person maintained 
his own dog. "Jer Scott", as he was familiarly called, used to 
come down into the Main Street, and with several blasts of 
his horn call the hounds together for a merry spin over the 
moors. 

This Jeremiah Scott was the son of the Mrs. Scott 
referred to in "Lines written after a fire at Mrs. Scott's 
maltkiln,"9 and presumably his pack is the one 
mentioned by Nicholson. "Our otter hounds" sound 
like a local pack, which doubtless took to otter hunting 
during the summer, when the fox hunting season was 
over. Otter hunters have to make an early start to have 
any hope of catching their prey, which nevertheless 
often escapes. The parallel between the sports of hunting 
and courting is quite nicely maintained through the 
poem, and in the first line of the third stanza the word 
"meet" is perhaps wrongly inflected for the sake of a 
pun. 

5. Hird (see note 7), p. xxvii. 
9. Speight (see note 4) p. 296. 
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DI 
Lines on the bog bursting in Yorkshire. September 12 

1824. 

What gigs what carts what marvelling hearts 
Are pressing the mountain brown 
To see a bog the valley clog 
And in a deluge tumble down 

Old trees which sprung when Homer sung 
And wither'd heath and wither'd bent 
Which bloom'd, as it may be presum'd 
When Roman hosts were hither sent 

But the summer's heat the heaps of peat 
Had dry'd in many a gaping chink 
And when so dry the clouds on high 
Send down a flood to give it drink 

And as each flaw with greedy jaw 
Quaft with unsatiated thirst 
The lightnings flasht, the thunders crasht 
And its tremendous bowels burst 

Charybdys' shore should never rore 
Nor Cylla murmer half so hoarse 
Its works gave way & could not stay 
But join'd the deluge in its course 

The scaly fry in myriads die 
And eels full half a century old 
No more can creep amid the deep 
But helpless on the flood are roll'd 

Leeds folks amaz'd in terror gaz'd 
The river's contents beat their skill 
But news went down to that great town 
A bog had burst upon a hill. 

The learned men were eager then 
That chymists to the hill should fly 
For if the bog kept running still 
Their trade must cease—they could not dye 

So many went—the heath & bent 
Were by their footsteps worn away 
When they were there what did appear 
For Crowhill bog had run away 
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I ever thought it very natural, for the drought of last 
summer would dry the moor ground till it opened in chinks, 
and the thunder storm passing over the bog the waters 
would get into the fissures, or perhaps a water spout might 
accidently fall upon that particular spot and be the cause of 
the phenomena. 

The manuscripts of this poem and the others in 
Keighley Public Library seem to have formerly belonged 
to William Scruton, the well-known local antiquarian. 
These poems" were not published in Nicholson's life-
time, but three of them appeared in collected editions 
after his death. The two which apparently have not 
been published are "To a Deist" and "Lines on the bog 
bursting in Yorkshire". "To a Deist" consists of sixteen 
fragmentary and unpolished lines, attacking deism from 
the Christian point of view; unlike the "Lines on the 
bog bursting" they tell us nothing new about Nichol-
son and are of no interest to local historians, so they 
are not transcribed here. 
The Crow Hill Bog, on the moors above Haworth, 

"burst" on 2 September 1824, so the date on Nicholson's 
manuscript is presumably that of composition. His 
poem broadly agrees with other contemorary accounts. 
After a severe thunderstorm the bog erupted, and a 
torrent of mud descended on the Ponden valley. There 
was considerable damage but no loss of life. The rivers 
Worth and Aire were polluted, and at Leeds the water 
became temporarily unusable for manufacturing pur-
poses. A large crater was left on Crow Hill, and many 
people came to marvel at it, among them the Revd. 
Patrick Brontë, who sent a description of the "earth-
quake", as he called it, to the Leeds Mercury. Qn 
12 September he preached about the earthquake in 
Haworth Church, seeking both to explain its physical 
causes and to show that it was God's way of warning 
sinners to repent. He also wrote a long descriptive and 

to. See not. 2. 



44 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

didactic poem, "The Phenomenon", which was 
"intended as a Reward Book for the Higher Classes in 
Sunday Schools". It is remarkable that Nicholson's 
poem was composed on the day the Revd. Brontë's 
sermon was delivered, but neither the sermon nor "The 
Phenomenon" seems to have had any literary influence 
on him. Nicholson does not describe "the phenomena" 
as an earthquake, and so far from moralising writes 
about them in a rather whimsical vein. I fancy the 
Revd. Brontë would have thought "Lines on the bog 
bursting" frivolous." 

All three poems show something of this whimsical 
humour; taken together they modify the impression of 
Nicholson as a grave romantic poet which may be 
conveyed by the more ambitious pieces in his Poetical 
Works. 

II. The Revd. Brontë's A Sermon ... in reference to an Earthquake 
and The Phenomenon were separately published at Bradford by 
T. Inkersley, 1824. They are to be found in Bronrëana (ed. J. Hors-
fall Turner, Bingley 1898). pp. 201-19. John Lock and Canon W. T. 
Dixon, A Man of Sorrow (1965). pp. 248-52, give a detailed account 
of the phenomenon and the Revd. Bront6's interest in it. 



BRADFORD FRIENDLY SOCIETIES IN 
THE 1790's 

BY J. M. HAGERTY, B.A. 

I
N an earlier article in The Bradford Antiquary, 
Herbert Maltby, relying mainly upon extant rule 
books and tokens, studied early Bradford friendly 

societies in the context of industrial change within 
the town.' I should like to reconsider these societies 
in the light of additional material. 

(i) 

Friendly societies, also termed box clubs or 
benefit societies, were associations of tradesmen, 
labourers and shopkeepers who clubbed together each 
week in the form of a subscription to provide against 
distress due to illness, occupational injury, unemploy-
ment or bereavement. In old age a member would 
receive an allowance which would ensure a modicum 
of comfort and in the event of the death of a member, 
his widow and children would receive assistance whilst 
the member himself would be given a decent burial.' 

It seems most likely that the antecedents of the 
friendly societies were the medieval craft gilds.' 
However, the term 'friendly society' does not appear to 
have been used much before the late seventeenth 

1.H. I. M. Maltby, 'Early Bradford Friendly Societies,' The Bradford 
Antiquary, New Series. Part xxi, 1921, pp. 17-28. 

2. The hymn of The Loyal Friendly Society of Wanstead sums up the 
aims and functions of the societies: 

The needy here shall have a friend, 
The sick, the lame, the blind; 
When dire distress on them attend, 
They here shall succour find. 

The widow shall with grief oppressed, 
Refreshing comforts have, 
And shivering age from toil at rest, 
A competence receive. 

Gentleman's Magazine (1798), ii, pp. 563-564. 
3. Sir F. M. Eden, The State Of The Poor (London 1797), vol. i., pp. 

590 ft. 
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century. Gosden4 and Dorothy George' refer to societies 
in existence during the last decades of the century and 
Daniel Defoe in An Essay Upon Projects, written in 
1697, included a section entitled Of Friendly Societies. 
Although he was aware of the general value of such 
institutions, Defoe was concerned especially for seamen 
who 'Trade in the very confines of death'. To offset 
poverty, distress and destitution resulting from injuries 
incurred aboard ship Defoe proposed a 'Remedy' in the 
form of a 'Friendly-Society'.' 

These societies appear to have increased, both 
numerically and in geographical distribution, through-
out the eighteenth century. The friendly society was 
welcomed as a method of scaling down the poor rate, 
reducing the number of those living off the parish, and 
increasing the spirit of independence among the lower 
orders'. To self respecting artisans the poor house was 
degrading and the friendly society was a means of 
avoiding it. However, paying a weekly subscription 
to a society could be a hazardous business. Very 
often those who had charge of 'the box' - ale 
house keepers, brewers, or even the stewards of the 
societies - absconded with the funds or embezzled 
them. The president of the Brotherly Society at 
Barwick-in-Elmet stole £60 belonging to the members 

4. P. H. J. H. Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875 
(Manchester 1961), p.1. 

5. M. D. George, London Life In the Eighteenth Century (Peregrine 
Edo., 1966) pp. 292-294. 

6. See I. T. Boulton, Daniel Defoe (London 1965), pp. 25-27. 
7. John Rolle, M.P. for Devon, had gone so far as to propose a national 

scheme of social insurance run on similar lines to the friendly 
societies but where rich and poor would contribute alike: 

one general club or fund throughout the kingdom, 
with permanency to the body and security to the capital - 

to be raised by obliging the rich in a certain limited 
proportion to become contributors to the benefit of the 
poor, and to oblige the poor, whilst young and in health, 
to contribute towards their own support when disabled by 
sickness, accident or age. 

Cited in John Brooke, The House of Commons, 1754-1790 (O.U.P. 
1968), p. 269. 
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'and with a favourite Dulcinea set off in a post chaise 
immediately for the south'.' And Eden reported that in 
Lianferis, North Wales, three or four societies had been 
dissolved 'owing to them having been defrauded of a 
great part of their funds, by designing wretches to whom 
they had entrusted their stocks'.' Another common 
occurrence was that younger members of a society 
would vote to dissolve the society and share out the 
accumulated funds. Societies could bring no legal action 
in such cases because they did not exist as incorporate 
institutions. Individuals might take legal action but 
litigation was expensive. 

To offset these disadvantages a movement got 
under way in the 1790's to work for parliamentary 
protection for the friendly societies. Prominent in the 
activities of northern societies was John Hardy, a 
Bradford attorney. Whilst representing Bradford clubs 
Hardy was involved with societies throughout the West 
and North Ridings and in Lancashire.'° 

(ii) 

An indication of local activity and also of an 
attempt to form a national action group among friendly 
societies appeared in the Leeds intelligencer of January 
23rd, 1792. In this edition there was A Serious Address 
To Benefit Societies which advertized a pamphlet 
entitled The Case of the Praiseworthy and Benevolent 
Institutions called Benefit Societies fairly stated.. . and 
drew attention to the existence of the United Benefit 
Societies in London 'for the purpose of an application 
to parliament for the security of their properties'. There 
was also a report of a meeting of delegates from clubs 
in the Parishes of Bradford and Halifax which had been 

8. Leeds Intelligencer, March 12 1792. 
9. Eden, op. cit., iii, p.889. 

10. For details of Hardy's life see W. Scruton, Pen and Pencil Pictures 
of Old Bradford (1889), p. 179. 

--4 
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held at the Black Dog Inn, Wibsey. This report included 
the resolutions passed at the meeting and also printed 
in full the text of the pamphlet being circulated by the 
United Benefit Societies. The delegates considered 

which will be the most proper method of setting about 
an application to parliament, for a Bill to enable officers to 
let out money under the patronage of a Common Seal, and 
also to manage refractory and ill—disposed members 
according to their articles. 

They resolved that such an application was vital and 
'as a great number of societies within the said parishes 
have no certain knowledge of such intended application' 
all called for two more meetings to be convened, one at 
the Bull's Head Inn, Bradford, to be held on February 
8th, and another to be held at the Woolpack, Halifax, 
on February 20th. They hoped that 

all societies who wish to join the same will instruct 
their delegates to attend one of the meetings as above stated; 
and it is wished that all societies within the county of York 
would follow the example, and at last unite in one Common 
Body. 

In the next issue of the Leeds Intelligencer (January 
30th) there was An Address To Benefit Societies signed 
by sixteen prominent members of local communities. 
The majority of signatories were from Bradford: - John 
Crosse, the Vicar; John Atkinson Busfield and Henry 
Wickham, the Justices of the Peace; Messrs. C. B. 
Sharp, Richard Hosden, Benjamin Ferrand and Joshua 
Field, listed in the Directory as 'gentry'; and John 
Jarratt and Richard Hird, iron master and textile 
manufacturer respectively." They applauded the inten-
tion to petition Parliament and were of the opinion that 

the scheme is both laudable and of great public utility, 
for which reason we are desirous of giving every encourage— 
ment in our power to such an application, and shall be 

II. The Universal British, Directory Of Trade, Commerce, And Manu-
factures, 1792. Bradford Reference Library. 
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happy if we can by any means assist in carrying [it] into 
effect; and warmly recommend it to all public spirited 
gentlemen to lend a helping hand towards promoting so 
beneficial design as those institutions, when properly 
incorporated under the sanction of an Act of Parliament, 
are manifestly calculated to produce. 

At the meeting at the Bull's Head on February 8th 
these gentlemen were thanked by delegates from over 
forty societies. John Hardy was elected Chairman and 
a number of resolutions passed making known the 
intentions of the societies. A committee was formed to 
put such resolutions into effect and Hardy was elected 
to serve on this also. John Jarratt was elected to be 
Treasurer and the rest of the committee was composed 
of delegates from the societies - John Schofield of 
Bradford, James Barwick of Keighley, Henry Gold-
thorpe of Dewsbury, Abraham Balme of Horton, 
Stephen Riley of Hipperholme, Thomas Denby of Idle, 
Timothy Bailey of Guiseley, Samuel Sutcliffe of Pudsey, 
Samuel Swain of Bradford and John Greenwood of 
Haworth. The meeting 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, that societies esta— 
blished for the relief of sick and aged persons have been 
found highly beneficial, not only to the members of such 
societies but to the public in general. 
• . . that the management of such societies and the security 
of their funds, are attended with many Inconveniences and 
Difficulties. 
• . . that remedies for such inconveniences and difficulties 
cannot be obtained without the aid of Parliament. 

A two guineas subscription was required from each 
society to defray the expenses of the committee and the 
cost of the petition to parliament." The resolutions 
were printed in the following editions of the Leeds 
newspapers as was An Address To Benefit Societies 
which had appeared the previous week. The number of 
signatories, however, had risen to twenty nine and 
included many more manufacturers. 

12. See Handbill Of Resolutions, Box H.H.8 Minster Library, York. 
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Whilst the Bradford meeting was in progress a 
similar meeting was being held at The White Horse Inn, 
Boar Lane, Leeds. Here the resolutions passed were 
almost identical to those carried at Bradford and every 
society within the town and parish of Leeds was urged 
to lend support. Representatives of eighteen societies 
attended and agreed to meet again on February 24th, 
on which day they would bring their account and order 
books. 

In order to give the public full information, it is desired 
that every delegate will come prepared to the next meeting, 
with an account of money paid to sick members for three 
years last past, and also the number of members in each 
society. 

No reference was made to the Bradford meeting.'3 
On February 16th, the delegates of the Ancient 

Tradesmen Vocation, The Young Union, The Bene-
volent, The Freedom, The Charitable and Brotherly, 
The Loyal, The Brotherly, and The Union or Liberty 
Societies held a meeting at the Old Elephant and Castle 
Inn, Pontefract, to discuss the resolutions agreed to at 
Bradford. They approved unanimously of such 
resolutions and decided to correspond with and subscibe 
to the Bradford Committee." The Leeds societies too 
eventually agreed to join forces with the Bradford 
Committee. The resolutions they had agreed to on 
February 24th were printed in the Leeds Intelligencer 
on the 27th. Twenty six societies within the town and 
parish of Leeds agreed to petition Parliament, requested 
the support of the County members, decided to corres-
pond with the United Benefit Societies in London and 
to send delegates to a meeting to be held at the Talbot 
Inn, Bradford on March 7th. 

At this stage the proceedings become rather 
confusing. A mammoth gathering of societies was 

13. Leeds Intelligencer, February 13, 1792. 
14. Leeds Intelligencer, February 20, 1792. 
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arranged by Hardy for March 7th at which an 
application to Parliament was to be prepared. Yet, 
according to the Commons Journals, on March 5th 

A petition of the stewards and other members of 
societies established in the township of Bradford, in the 
County of York, for the Relief of Sick and Aged persons, 
members of such societies, was presented to the House and 
read; setting forth, that the said societies have been found 
beneficial to the members thereof, and that for due regulation 
of such societies and the effectually securing to them their 
stock or funds, powers are wanted, which cannot be 
obtained without the aid of Parliament: And therefore 
praying, that leave may be given to bring a bill for the 
obtaining of the said powers, in such a manner the House 
shall seem meet. 

The petition was referred to a committee to meet under 
Messrs. Duncombe and Wilberforce who would 'have 
powers to send for persons, papers and records'." 

It is not clear why this petition appeared before 
the meeting took place. It seems improbable that the 
committee would have presented it without the consent 
of the delegates. To present the meeting with a fait 
accompli seems unlikely in the light of what subse-
quently took place at the meeting. Perhaps it was 
submitted by Bradford societies unconnected with the 
larger movement; but again this seems strange as the 
wording of the petition bears a striking resemblance to 
the resolutions at the Bull's Head meeting passed on 
February 8th. Such resolutions, of course, could be 
copied from the newspapers. 

However, the monster meeting took place on 
March 7th. Delegates representing 136 clubs came 
from Bradford, Leeds, Halifax, Pontefract, Barnsley, 
Ripon, Keighley and many small villages. The total 
membership of the societies was given as 'not less than 
20,000' and the entire stock was put at '25,000 and 

15. Commons Journals, vol. 47, p. 490. Unfortunately, the records of 
this Committee do not survive. 
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upwards'. The resolutions passed further complicate 
the issue of the petition presented on March 5th. Hardy 
was requested to prepare such a petition and take all 
action necessary to link up with the United Benefit 
Societies in London. He was also asked to wait upon 
the Members for the City and County of York - 

Duncombe and Wilberforce were prominent members 
for these constituencies. It was also agreed that the 
resolutions should be published in 'the Leeds news-
papers and those in York, Sheffield, Hull and 
Manchester'." 

Whether Hardy made contact with the United 
Benefit societies is uncertain for on May 21st they were 
still canvassing for support for their intended petition. 
If the Bradford committee had made favourable 
contact it seems unlikely that such notices would 
continue to appear in the Yorkshire newspapers. 

Meanwhile the Commons committee appointed to 
deal with the Bradford petition met and heard evidence. 
Progress was slow, however, and on January 7th, 1793, 
another meeting was held at The Talbot, Bradford, to 
discuss certain clauses of the proposed Act and to 
devise means of bringing pressure to bear on the 
committee to have the Act passed in the present 
session. Hardy and his committee were concerned over 
specific aspects relating to the recovery of a society's 
funds, protection against dissolution, and the power to 
bring legal action against those stealing or embezzling 
funds. Hardy, together with delegates from Halifax, 
Barnsley and Boothtown, was appointed to correspond 
once again with other societies and solicit their support, 
offering them the protection of the forthcoming Act. 
An indication of the extent of the movement is in the 
fact that Messrs. Fox and Baldwin, attornies in 
Manchester, were empowered to collect subscriptions." 

16. See Leeds Intellirencer, March 12, 1792. 
17. Handbill of Resolutions. Box H.H.8, Minster Library, York. 
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The Commons committee soon wound up its 
business, however, and on April 22nd, 1793, George 
Rose, William Wilberforce and Thomas Stanley were 
ordered to prepare a bill. From then on events moved 
fairly quickly. Rose presented the bill to the House on 
April 25th and although discussion of it was deferred 
until consideration had been given to petitions for 
political reform the bill was finally passed by the 
Commons on May 22nd. An Act For The Encourage-
me/It And Relief Of Friendly Societies was given the 
Royal Assent on June 21st. 

(iii) 

Rose's Act contained most of what the societies 
had wished for. Friendly Societies were to have legal 
protection if their rules were confirmed by magistrates 
and a copy of the rules deposited with the Clerk of the 
Quarter Sessions. Societies were allowed to frame and 
amend rules, appoint officers, place out money with 
trustees, bring legal action for misapplication of funds, 
consent to dissolve on a five-sixths majority decision, 
receive donations and grant certificates of membership. 
No member possessing a certificate could be removed 
by the overseers of the poor until he actually became 
chargeable to the parish." 

Once the Act was passed, the societies in the 
Bradford area met to dissolve the committee and share 
out the remaining funds. The heads of Rose's Act were 
printed in the Leeds newspapers and societies set about 
reframing and amending their rules. The J.P.s and the 
Clerks of the Quarter Sessions were faced with the 
heavy work of inspecting and registering the rules of 
societies who wished to take advantage of the Act. At 
the Rotherham Sessions held on July 31st, 1793, the 
J.P.s adjourned the proceedings so that friendly 
societies could prepare their rules and present them at 

18. Statutes At Large, xxix, 33-34 Geo. 111, p. 206. 
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the next sessions to be held at the Sun Inn, Bradford."' 
Rules had to be placed with the magistrates or county 
officers at least ten days before the Sessions and 
Thomas Wybergh, Clerk of the Peace for the West 
Riding, had the following timetable drawn up and 
published for the benefit of the societies: - August 21, 
The Sun Inn, Bradford; August 28, The Old King's 
Arms, Leeds; September 4, The White Hart Inn, 
Wakefield; September 11, The Angel Inn, Sheffield; 
September 18, The Star Inn, Pontefract; September 25, 
The Crown Inn, Knaresborough; October 2, The 
Devonshire Arms, Keighley.2° 

The magistrates met ' . . . for the purpose only 
of allowing and confirming, or annulling such Rules, 
Orders and Regulations. . . ' which were presented 
to them. Many of the rules were found to be 'imperfect, 
incorrect and founded upon erroneous calculation'. To 
remedy this and to assist societies in having their rules 
confirmed a meeting was held on September 2nd at the 
Talbot Inn, Bradford, where a general formula was 
drawn up which could be amended to suit the 
particular needs of an individual society.2' One of 
the major points of Rose's Act was that societies 
had to state their intentions and purpose of establish-
ment. Here trade clubs had to tread warily as 
combinations of workmen to effect wage increases 
and act 'in restraint of trade' were illegal. 

Many societies seem to have ignored the Act 
completely. Eden wrote of clubs in Yarmouth, 
'composed of the poorest classes', who misunderstood 
the terms of the Act and 'conceived that their several 
funds were to be put at the disposal of the magistrates. 
And his report on the Sheffield societies (there were 

19. Quarter Sessions Rolls, County Hall, Wakefield. 
20. Leeds Intelligencer, September 9, 1793. 
21. Ibid. For the rules of Bradford societies see Maltby, O. Cit., and 

extant rule books in Bradford Reference Library. 
22. Eden, op. cit., ii, p.525. 
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over 50) suggests deeper motives for not registering. 
He wrote: 

I believe none of the societies have had their rules 
confirmed by the magistrates, from an apprehension, that, 
in bringing forward the late Act. Government were actuated 
by very different views from what the Act professes.23 

The 1790s were, of course, dominated by the French 
Revolution and its effects on England. The rise of 
popular radical societies, especially in centres like 
Sheffield, had frightened the Government into taking 
repressive measures. All associations of working men 
were suspect. 

It eventually became apparent that many clubs up 
and down the country had not availed themselves of the 
protection of Rose's Act. Accordingly, in 1795 another 
Act was passed enabling societies to register before 
the Michaelmas Sessions and generally enlarging a 
society's power to frame its own rules in order to 
protect it from external interference and also from 
legal proceedings brought by refractory members.24 A 
petition from clubs in Manchester had requested such 
protection. It would lead, they complained, if not 
granted, to the 'peace and harmony' of meetings being 
destroyed, and societies' 'burthens will be accumulated 
and become intolerable and a dissolution of a great 
number of these useful institutions will be the inevitable 
consequence. '25 

Another problem facing both societies and magis-
trates was the position of servicemen in clubs. Neither 
the Act of 1793 nor that of 1795 made reference to 
soldiers and sailors as members of benefit societies. 
Magistrates, as was often the case, had to use their 
discretion. Some upheld a society's decision to exclude 
a serviceman, others compelled societies to admit them. 

23. Eden, op. cit., iii, p. 873-874. 
24. Statutes At Large. xi, 35-36 Geo. III, p. 372. 
25. Commons Journals, vol. 50, p. 562. 
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This problem was especially acute when it came to 
re-admitting a man after service. A correspondent wrote 
to the Gentleman's Magazine that the inability to 
exclude servicemen 

has given some discontent to the members who 
are fearful that their funds will not support the probable 
charges of maintaining disabled or crippled soldiers or 
sailors, who have been fellow members with them in 
societies, as they are certainly more liable to accidents 
than those that stay at home .26 

But by far the most important social issue relating 
to friendly societies was the poor rate. Again a 
correspondent wrote to the Gentleman's Magazine 

It has been found from experience, that box clubs and 
friendly societies have reduced the poor rate, and promoted 
regularity and decency of behaviour amongst the members 
of them; and, were they to become general there is no doubt 
but the utility of them would be universally felt particularly 
by the contributors to the poor rate .27 

Few others appear to have been so confident about 
the effect of societies on the poor rates. Eden saw their 
value but was against compulsory subscriptions and 
could not be certain about the poor rate.28 George Rose, 
in fact, received a letter stating that wherever friendly 
societies had been established the poor rate had actually 
increased and he wrote to John Hardy: 

I know it is not true in my neighbourhood, but I 
wish to ascertain whether it is true anywhere, and I shall be 
obliged by you giving me the best information you can as 
far as comes within your knowledge 29 

At that time Hardy was probably unable to send 
Rose any more than the most recent expenditure on the 

26. Gentleman's Magazine. (1795), ii, p. t082.. 
27. Gentleman's Magazine. (1790), i, p. 441. 
28. Eden, op. cit., i, p. 615. 
29. George Rose to John Hardy, March 21, 1796. Box H.H.8, Minster 

Library, York. 

1. 
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poor of Bradford. In 1795 the master of the Poor House, 
Mr. Ramsden, had died of a 'putrid fever' and when his 
successor took over he found that Ramsden's book-
keeping left much to be desired. A meeting of those 
closely involved with the poor rates, the Poor House, 
Highways and Apprentices took place and the House 
was set in order. A new Rule Book was drawn up, a 
new account book 'with printed divisions' was provided 
and a new Diet Sheet compiled. After this records were 
kept but the effects of the war and the two famine years 
of 1795 and 1800 do not make it possible to arrive at a 
balanced evaluation of the relationship between friendly 
societies and poor rates. The poor made the following 
claim on Bradford's resources between 1795 and 1801: 

September to December 1795 £ 961 5s 9d 
1796 £ 945 16s Od 
1797 £1376 8s Sd 
1798 £1386 7s 6d 
1799 £1419 16s 2d 
1800 £1976 us lOd 
1801 £2567 3s lid 30 

That the number of friendly societies increased 
however, seem certain. By 1804 the number of societies 
within Bradford and its parish had risen to 41; within 
the West Riding the figure had reached 492. The total 
number of members in the Bradford societies (including 
the parish) was 5,877 and the total for the West Riding 
was 59,555. Societies seem to have been most popular 
in the industrial areas. In the Wapentake of Morley 
there were 124 societies. Judging by the number of 
members these societies were probably assured of an 
adequate financial basis. Some, however, like the 
eleven clubs in Clifford only had a small membership 
between them (see Appendix). 

30. Bradford Parish Church, Church Wardens Accounts. Bradford 
Cathedral. 
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(iv) 

Finally, friendly societies must be considered in 
the context of the political circumstances of the 1790s. 
The decade was one of extreme political flux and 
pressure, and popular radical societies, stimulated by 
the French Revolution and Tom Paine, had alarmed 
the government to such an extent that eventually all 
forms of working class political activity were ruthlessly 
quashed. Friendly societies were regarded by some as 
associations which could harbour political disaffection 
under the guise of a welfare scheme and this, after 
1793, with government protection. Although there is 
not much evidence relating to political activity among 
Bradford clubs there are some interesting letters in the 
correspondence between Joseph Beckett, one of those 
closely connected with the Bradford Committee, and 
Earl Fitzwilliam. 

In June 1792, Beckett wrote to Fitzwilliam on 'the 
subject of numerous sick clubs regarding them both as 
a local and a national concern. He was aware that the 
movement for Parliamentary protection 

may probably become related to certain doctrines 
now spreading amongst the class of people who compose 
these clubs: which doctrines I understand gives your 
Lordship very great concern. 

Central to these 'doctrines' were the writings of 
Tom Paine which had recently been banned under the 
Act against seditious writings. Beckett was again 
conscious of the links which could be drawn between 
politics and societies: 

Nor will anything more effectually prevent converts to 
Painism than government coming forward and discovering 
a disposition to do an act of justice to such a body of men 
as are now just coming forward to ask for it. Notwithstanding 
which, clubs in general are become so obnoxious to 
government and there is so great a chance that the 
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innocent may indiscriminately be confounded with the 
guilty ... 3' 

In December, 1792, at the height of the Loyalist 
backlash, Beckett again wrote to Fitzwilliam wondering 
whether in the 'present agitation of the public mind' it 
might be inadvisable to proceed with the moves for 
protection. He sought the Earl's opinion on 

the present temper of the legislature, on the merits 
before us. and of the propriety of our now persisting in 
bringing the matter forward. 32 

Fitzwilliam was full of admiration for the friendly 
societies but the proliferation of 'clubs' and 'societies' 
in the present political atmosphere troubled him. He 
was certain that a number of societies were definitely 
of a distinct political character: 

whatever may be my sentiments concerning, and 
however unreserved I may be in expressing my disappro— 
bation of a few clubs or societies lately instituted, be 
assured it is not because they are clubs or societies, but it 
is on account of the objects they pursue, the principles 
they profess, and of the evil tendency of their measures 
and proceedings. 33 

Pitt's government was in agreement with these 
sentiments and took drastic action to curtail the 
political activities of working men. This culminated in 
the London Corresponding Society being banned by 

31. Beckett to Earl Fitzwilliam, June 8, 1792. F 47/28, Papers, Corres-
pondence, etc. of 2nd Ear! Fitzwilliam. Wentworth Woodhouse 
Muniments, Sheffield City Reference Library. (Hereafter cited as 
Fitzwilliam Corr.) Quoted with permission of Earl Fitzwilliam, the 
Trustees of the Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments, and the Sheffield 
City Librarian. Tom Paine had written that if large, poor families and 
old people were cared for by the State then 'benefit clubs, which 
though of humble invention merit to be ranked among the best of 
modem institutions' would be able, to a great extent, to care for the 
rest of those in distress. See Thomas Paine, The Rights Of Man, 
Part 1!, (Everyman Edo., London, 1966), p. 247. 

32. Beckett to Fitzwilliam, December 19, 1792. F47/30 Fitzwilliam Corr. 
33. Fitzwilliam to Beckett, June 1, 1792. F47/29 Fitzwilliam Corr. 
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name and the passing of the Combinations Acts of 
1799 and 1800. Eden was convinced that these 
repressive acts would stifle the growth of friendly 
societies but he had also written: 

I have indeed more than once heard it insinuated, that 
friendly societies are apt to degenerate into Debating Clubs 
and that convivial meetings on Saturday night became the 
aptest vehicles for disseminating principles subversive of 
subordination and submission to the laws of our country.34 

The magistrates who had to enforce the Combina-
tion Acts were also alert to the ambivalent character of 
some friendly societies. Trade Unions could protect 
themselves under the name of a friendly society and 
therefore J.P.s had to be careful when dealing with a 
society composed of men of one trade. The dissolution 
of a society and the confiscation of its stock could lead 
to hardship and many families consequently having to 
apply for poor relief. On the other hand they could 
allow union activity to continue by confirming a 
society's rules. The dilemma was a real one. The Webbs 
summed up the dual nature of friendly societies which 
were also trade clubs: 

So long as they were composed indiscriminately of 
men of all trades it is probable that no distinctively trade 
union action could arise from their meetings. But in some 
cases, for various reasons, such as high contributions, 
migratory habits, or the danger of the calling, the sick and 
burial club was confined to men of a particular trade. This 
kind of friendly society frequently became a trade union," 

Francis Place belonged to the Breeches Makers' 
Benefit Society 'for the support of members when sick 
and to bury them when dead' but it also possessed 
funds to support strike action. 36 

34. Eden, op. cit., i, p. 631. 
35. S. & B. Webb, The History of Trade Unionism, p. 24 a. 
36. G. Wallas, The Life Of Francis Place, p. 6. 
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(v) 

The friendly society occupies an important position 
in the history of working class organization and in the 
formation of a definite working class consciousness. 
The development of such societies in the later years of 
the eighteenth century, the initial approval of their 
purpose, the later apprehension and open hostility 
shown towards them, especially during the 1790s, 
illustrates both the desire on the part of the worker to 
organize and protect his interests and the dilemma 
facing the upper ranks of society - how to induce the 
lower classes of society into assisting themselves through 
associations and yet, once these associations had been 
formed, how to prevent them from being directed to 
redress political grievances. 

Economists had already attacked friendly societies 
on the issue of rules and calculations of benefits. Many 
stewards were incapable of devising systems of re-pay-
ments and unless they took professional advice many 
societies could not expect a very long life span. Joseph 
Beckett wrote to Earl Fitzwilliam in January 1793: 

[rules] at present are drawn up in the most 
defuse and odd language ever read, no magistrate could 
make head or foot of them. They seem to have been copied 
from one another for a continuity without having had the 
improving hand of a lawyer amongst them . 

Dr. Price who had drawn up many plans and payment 
tables for societies also wrote: 

They are formed from the crude suggestions of the 
most ignorant, who, in order to procure a sufficient number 
of subscriptions often propose the most extravagant terms, 
so that it soon becomes a matter of very little consequence 
to the greater part of subscribers, whether they are robbed 
by their treasurer or ruined by the multitude of their 
claimants.3 

37. Beckett to Fitzwilliam, January 22, 1793. F47/32 Fitzwilliam Corr. 
38. Cited in M. D. George, op. cit., p. 391. 
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And, finally, Colquhoun in his Treatise on indigence 
wrote in 1806: 

The generally well intentioned promoters of these 
friendly societies are unskilled in algebraical calculations 

their little stock is not seldom annihilated before they 
are aware of it and the box shut up against all relief, by 
which old members who have contributed for a series of 
years are frequently disappointed and deceived with respect 
to that assistance during sickness and infirmity to which 
they had looked forward . . . 39 

Nevertheless, such setbacks did not hinder the 
general development of friendly societies as valuable 
social institutions. Their establishment among workers 
in traditonal industries and among the new industrial 
proletariat contributed much towards assisting the 
lower orders of English society through the transitional 
stages of the economy. It can be said that the Bradford 
societies of the 1790s played an important part in this 
development.40 

39. Ibid. 
40. For a full analysis of friendly societies in the Industrial Revolution 

see N. 5melser, Social Change In The Industrial Revolution. 
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APPENDIX: FRIENDLY SOCIETIES IN YORKSHIRE 

1803 - 1804 

A. Overall Totals for each Riding 

West Riding 492 societies (300 registered); 59,558 members (11 
per 100 of resident population) 

East Riding 93 ( 25 ,. ); 11,248 members (8 
per 100 of resident population) 

53 ,, ); 9,719 members (6 
per 100 of resident population) 

B. Number of Friendly Societies in the West Riding 

Agbrigg 68 Societies 8.326 m'bers 
Barkston Ash (lower) 8 465 
Barkston Ash (upper) 7 758 

Claro (lower) 9 619 
Clare, (upper) 8 .. 831 

Morley 124 16,282 
Osgoldeross (lower) 3 .. 132 
Osgoldcross (upper) 15 ,. 1.399 

Skyrack (lower) 8 ,, 543 
Skyrack (upper) 9 , 1,160 
Staincliffe & Ewcross (East) 17 ,. 2,334 

Staincliffe & Ewcross (West) 16 1,406 
Staincross 21 2,700 
Strafforth and Tickhill (North) 28 2.272 

Strafforth and Tickhill (South) 90 ,, 12,157 

Liberty of Cawood, Wistow & Otley 9 1.347 
Liberty of Ripon 8 ,. 735 

Doncaster Soke 10 ,, 741 
Leeds Borough 34 5.348 

Totals 492 Societies 59,555 m'bers 
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C. Number of Friendly Societies in selected areas of the West 
Riding. 

Huddersfield 4 Societies 900 members 
Saddleworth 14 ,, 1,862 
Wakefield 5 ,, 246 
Selby 5 ,, 350 
Clifford 11 ,, 56 
Halifax 13 ,, 1,567 
Pontefract 7 ,, 545 
Bingley 4 477 
Keighley 6 ,, 820 
Skipton 3 ,, 884 
Barnsley 6 ,, 871 
Ecclesfield 8 709 
Rotherham 8 ,, 613 
Sheffield 40 ,, 8,581 
Otley 4 428 
Ripon 5 ,, 453 
Doncaster 9 685 
Leeds 26 4,231 

Totals 178 Societies 24,278 members 

D. Number of Friendly Societies in Parish of Bradford. 

Allerton no figures 
Bierley 3 Societies 334 members 
Bowling 2 .. 79 
Bradford 22 ,. 2,501 
Clayton 1 .. 380 
Eccleshill 1 ,, 240 
Haworth 5 ,, 960 
Heaton no figures 
Horton 2 Societies 492 
Manningham 2 .. 423 
Shipley 1 ., 157 
Thornton I ,. 220 
Wibsey no figures 
Wilsden 1 Society 91 

Totals 41 Societies 5,877 members 

Source: Abstract of The Answers and Returns Relative to The 
Expense and Maintenance of The Poor in England 1803-
1804, County Hall, Wakefield. 



!rije 36rabforb Rutiquarp 





THE 

rabforb Rntiquarp 

THE JOURNAL 

OF THE 

BRADFORD HISTORICAL AND 

ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

VOLUME XI 

NEW SERIES: VOLUME IX 

Edited by WTLFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

BRADFORD: 

PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY 

1976 





CONTENTS 

PAGE 

The Story of Wilsden: Part I R. H. FAWCETT 1 

Two Ancient Bradford Families 
WJLFRID ROBERTSIIAW, M.Æ 29 

Robert More: Puritan Rector of Guiseley 
WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 39 

Th e Aire and Calder Navigation 
Part I: The Beginning of the Navigation 

R. W. UNwiN, B.A. 53 

Two Northowram Homesteads 
T. W. HsoN 87 

Squire Auty (1812-1870) 
J. T. WARD, M.A., Ph.D. 104 

Alarm at Elland 

The Story of Wilsden: Part H 

The Aire and Calder Navigation 
Part II: The Navigation in the Pre—Canal Age 

R. W. UNWIN, B.A. 151 

The Story of Wilsden: Part III 

E E. DODD, M.A. 124 

R. H. FAWCETT 131 

R. H. FAWCETT 187 

The Manor of Horton in Bradford Dale ...... 

J. S. Kito 210 



CONTENTS—continued 

PAGE 

The Aire and Calder Navigation 
Part III: The Navigation in the Second Half 
of the Eighteenth Century 

RICHARD G. WILSON, B.A.. Ph.D. 215 

The Listers of Frizinghall 

H. A. N. IjALLAM. M.A. 246 

Cameos of Local History 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 254 

Annals of a West Riding Family 
WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 275 

The Irish in Victorian Bradford 

C. RICHARDSON, B.Sc.(Econ.) 294 

John Nicholson: Unpublished Documents ...... 

hstss OGDEN. M.A.. B.Litt. 317 

The Aire and Calder Navigation 
Part IV: The Navigation in the First Half of 
the Nineteenth Century 

RsCHuw G. WILSON, BA., Ph.D. 332 

Editorial 370 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

PAGE 

Byland Abbey Lands. Wilsden and Denholme 1 

Domesday Survey, 1086: Part of West Riding ... 3 

Wilsden Hill, Old Field Pattern ... 27 

The Oaks, Allerton ... 29 

Pedigree of More (Moore) of Guiseley ... 39 

Guiseley Rectory, 1601 ... 46 

Squire Auty (1812-1870) ... 104 

Wilsden - Buildings and Fields (1818) 150 

The Aire and Calder Navigation in the Early 
Eighteenth Century 162 

Royd Mill and Lands. Wilsden, 1875 199 

Sketch map of the Aire and Calder Navigation 226 

Frizley Old Hall (two views) 248 

Capt. James Lister and his daughter, Clarrisa ... 249 

Hawksworth Hall ... 259 

Distribution of Irish Born People in Bradford in 1851 300 

Bradford: Density of Population in 1851 301 

The Port of Goole and Linking Navigations, 1828 ... 343 

The Aire and Calder Navigation and the Railways in 1852 358 



1 



THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

Nuw SERIES, VOLUME IX 

(PARTS XLI TO XLV) 

INDEX OF PLACE NAMES 

COMPILED BY THE EDITOR 

Acklon, 59 
Addingharn, 107, 147 
Add: Rector, 50 
Adwalton, 59, 62 
Africa, South see South Africa 
Aikton, 36 
Ainsty (Aynsty) Deanery, 49 
Aire (Ayre) and Calder Navigation, 

53-85, 151-186, 215-245, 332-369 
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Australia, 117, 201, 299 
Aynsty see Aiissty 
Avre see Aire 

Babylon, 350 
Baildon (Bayldon), 12, Ill, 319, 328. 

329 
- Bay, Horse Inn, 328-330 
- Dubrudden Farm, 137 
- Holme, The, 328 
- Trench Farm, 328 
Baildon Green, 328, 329 
Baldock, 258 
Baltic (Baltick), 170. 180, 342 
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- Mill, 189, 193 
Beverley, 67 
- Beck, 175 
Bickerstaff, co. Lancaster, 96 
Bierley, Chapel, 122 
Bierley, North: Union, 207 

Woodhouse, 291 
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147, 202, 206-209, 246, 269, 
317-320, 331 

Castlefields Mill, 124 
Free Grammar School, 319 
Manor, 2, 4, 36 
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Blackburn, 220 
Blackstone Edge, 176 
Boiling see Bowling 
Bolton, 20, 246, 247, 309 
Boroughbridge. 64, 180 
Bowling (Bolling), 12, 20, 119, 176, 

247, 278, 294 
- Bolling Hall Museum, 16, 128, 

274, 329 
- Hall, 11-13, 20, 113, 118, 131, 

277 
Bowling, West. 214 
Boyne, River, 297 
Bracewell, 24 
Bradford, 4, 8-13, 15, 17-19, 23-25. 

29, 30, 32, 34, 35, 58, 63, 100, 
104-115, 117-123, 128, 135, 137. 
139, 146, 147, 151, 171, 176, 188, 
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311 
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12, 15, 17, 22, 26, 44, 35, 132, 
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- Free School, 291 
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308, 309, 311 
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- "Green Man", Ill 
- Guy Street, 302 
- "Hand and Shuttle". 111 
- Hanover Square, 199, 201 
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35 
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Society. 279 
- Infirmary, 113, 119 
- Institute for the Blind, 119 
- Institution for the Deaf and 

Dumb, 119 
- Ivegate, 304 
- "King's Arms", Ill 
- Kirkbridge, 291 
- Kirkgate, 118 
- Kirkgate Chapel, 291 

Leeds Road, 299, 309 
- Longcroft Place, 301, 305, 310 
- Longlands Street, 301, 305, 

309, 312 
- "Lord Nelson", Ill 
- Manchester Road, 104, 304 
- Manor, 31, 210 
- Manor Court, 10, II, 29, 33, 

35 
- Market, 304 
- Market Street, 304 
- Mayor, 195 
- Medical Officer of Health, 298, 

301, 309, 310 
- Mill, 30 
- Mill Bank, 300,301, 306, 311 
- Millergate, 118 

Mill Street, 328 
- Nelson Court, 300, 301, 304-

306. 309, 311, 312, 315 

- "New Inn", 107 
- New Leeds, 301, 309, 311 
- Old Choral Society. 119 
- "Old Crown", Ill 
- operative Conservative 

Association, 10'7 
Pakinglon Street, 302 

- "Pack Horse". Ill 
- Parish Church, 12, 13, 24, 31, 

32, 118, 119, 136, 147, 200, 280, 
282, 285, 291 

Peel Park, 119 
Piccadilly, 290, 304 
Piece Hall, 286, 290 
Reform Society, 304 
Richmond Road, 122 
Rooley Hall, 291 
Rooley Lane, 291 
"Royal Engineer", Ill 
St. Ann's Church, 302 
St. Cuthbert's Church, 302 
St. George's Hall, 121, 122 
St. Joseph's Church, 302 
St. Jude's Church, 118 

- St. Mary's Catholic Church, 
295, 296, 298, 299, 301, 302, 315 

- St. Patrick's Church, 295, 298, 
302-304, 315 

St. Thomas's Church, 120 
School Board, 205, 270 
South, 305 
"Spinners' Arms", Ill, 114 
Stott Hill, 295, 302 
Sunbridge, 105 
Sunbridge Road, 300 
"Sun Hotel", 213 
"Sun Inn", 143 

- Temperance Hall. 105,108, 
leO, 113 

- Theatre Royal, 212 
- Thompson's Buildings. 306 
- Tithes, 13 
- Town Clerk, 210 
- Town Hall, 211 
- Tradesmen's Benevolent 

Institution, 119 
- Undercliffe Street, 308 

Union Passage, 304 
Union Street, 327 
Unitarian Church, 200 
Vicar, 30, 110 
Vincent Street, 306 
Volunteers, 128 
"Waggon and Horses", Ill 
Wapping, 300, 301, 311 
West, 305 
Westgate, 302 

- White Abbey, 301. 311 
- Wilmer Road. 302 
- Wool Exchange, 321 
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- Workhouse, 115 
Bradford-dale (Bradforthdale), 12. 29, 

32-34, 210, 246, 278, 282 
Bradley, 2 
Bradley Mill, 128 
Bramharn, 181 
- Park, 169, 177 
Bremen, 170 
Bretton: Hall, 48 
Brianscolebroke, 94 
Brigg, 162 
Brighouse, 108 
Britain, 112, 121, 124, 131, 241 
Britain, Great, 142, 172, 220, 295, 

296, 334 
Brockwell, 92 
Brotherton, 182, 236 
Brotherton Marsh, 175 
Brough, 162 
Browbridge, 129 
Brownrovd, 261-264, 269, 271 
- Bingley Street, 264 

Brownroyd Street, 264 
Dean Street, 264 
Duncombe Street, 264 
Ingleby Road, 264 
Ingleby Street, 264 
Isaac Street, 264 
Oswald Street, 264 
Plumpton Street, 264 
Rosse Street, 264 

- St. Edmund's Infants' 
School, 271 

St. Philip's Mission School 
261-272 

Bryeroid, 94 
Burley, 41, 43, 46 
Burley Woodhead, 46 
Burnsall: School, 100 
Burton-on-Trent, 259 
Burton Salmon, 355 
Burton Slather, 162 
Bury St. Edmunds, 53, 229 
Byland (Bella Landa), 6, 7, 9 

- Abbey, 6, 9-11, 13-17, 19, 
23, 24 

- Abbot, 6-10 

Calder (Chalder) Navigation, Aire 
and, 53-85, 151-186, 215-245, 
332-369 

Calder-Hebble Navigation, 229, 230, 
356, 360, 367 

Calder Valley, 103 
Calverley, 14, 246 
Cambridge, 39, 45, 119 
- Christ's College, 274 
- Jesus College, 258 
- Trinity College. 39 
- University, 39, 50 

Canada, 117 
Cape of Good Hope, 101 
Cape Town, 100 
- University, 101, 102 
Carthage, 88 
Carthagena, 88 
Castleflelds, 25 
Castleford (Castleforth), 54, 56, 57, 

71, 81, 151, 152, 157, 166, 175, 
178, 182, 345 

- Bridge. 72 
- Mill Dam, 60 
- Mills, 169, 175 
Cavil, 59, 169 
Ceylon, 255 
Chadderton, 211 
Chalder see Calder 
Chellow, 20, 34, 247 
Chelmsford, 53 
Cheshire: Labour League, 113 
Chester: Constable, 6 
Chevet, 78 
China, 255 
Clack Heaton see Cleckheaton 
Clayton, 6, 8, 12, 32, 146, 275, 281-

283 
- Brows, 282 

Cote Farm, 283 
- Fall Top, 282, 283 
- Gas Company, 207 

Manor, 277, 282 
- Prospect House, 93 

Sharket Head, 282 
- Uplands Avenue, 214 
Cleckheaton (Clack Heaton, Clerk-

heton), 12, 32, 97 
Clover Hill, 86 
Cockan (Cocking), 275 
- Edge, 282 
Colchester, 56 
Coley, 96 
- Chapel, 91, 96 
- Chapel-yard, 95 
- Church. 101 
- Hall, 38 
Coin Bridge, 211 
Come, 63 
- Bradford Turnpike Road, 189 
Coningsburgh: Castle, 61 
Cononley, 2 
Cookridge, 61 
Cottingley, 21, 25, 202, 207 
- Bridge, 147 
- Hall, 136 
- Manor, 36 
- Marsh Cote, 25 
- Park, 20 
Consland, 249 
Coventry, 65 
Cow House: Beck, 14 
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Cowling, 196 
Craven, 2-4, 39, 146 
Crawstone, 258 
Crossflatts, 207 
Cross Hills, Halifax, 92 
Cuba, 201 
Cullingworth, 3, 4, 15, 132, 202, 203, 

207 
- Manor, 2 
Cuilingworth Gate, 15 
Cumberland, Co., 71 

Dambsike, 14 
Danneville, New Zealand, 292 
- Vicar, 292 
Dartmouth: Royal Naval College, 

289 
Darwent see Derwent, River 
Denby (Deneby), 6 
Denholrne, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14 

Akenclough (Akenclove), 13. 14 
- Brook, 13. 14 
- Carperley Beck, 13 
- Carr, 13 
- Clough, 8 

Doe Park, 17. 18 
- Ogden Clough, 13 
- Park, 8, 10, 13-15, 17-19, 23. 

131 
- Stubden (Subden) Brook, 13 
- Urban District, 15 
ISenholme Gate, 15 
Denton: Church, 117 
Depeker, 14 
Derby, 55, 365 
Derbyshire, 55, 174 
Derwent (Darwcnt), River, 55, 77, 82, 

151, 172, 183, 218, 237, 338 
Dewsbury, 53, 63, 151, 176 

Daw Green, 104 
- Parish Church, 104 
Doe Park see Denholme 
Don (Dunn), River. 55, 61, 77, 151, 

161, 174, 175, 228, 340 
Doncaster (Doncastre), 12, 55, 61, 

162, 174, 176, 258, 355 
- Recorder, 161 
Doople, The, 17 
Dublin, 109 
- Rotunda, 109 
- Trinity College, 110 
Dundee, 114, 117 
Dunn see Don. River 
Durham, Co., 71 

Ealand see Elland 
East Anglia, 349 
Eastburn, 2 
Eaton Socon, 258 

Edenham, 251 
- Rector, 251 
Edinburgh, 114, 249, 327 
Eldwick, 317, 318, 320, 328 
- Nicholson's Wood, 320 
- Low. 320 
Elland (Ealand), 124-130, 176-181 
- Bridge, 128 
- Constable. 126 
- Southgate Presbyterian Chapel, 

293 
Ellen Royd (Royde), 98, 99 
- House, 99 
England, 4, 5, 45, 79, 101, 110-112, 

116, 137, 163, 164, 175, 184, 216, 
255, 257, 261, 275, 288, 320, 322, 
327, 345, 362, 365 

- Church of, 118, 121 
Ermine, 70 
Erringden, 277 
Esholt, 19 

Hall, 195 
Essex, 50, 324, 327 
Etna, 326 
Europe, 215, 228, 238 

Fairweather Green, 35, 135 
- Shuttleworth Hall, 35, 290 
Falkirk, 11 
Fallingroyd: Hall, 276 
Farnelai see Farnley 
Farnhill, 2 
Farnley (Farnelai), 12 
- Hall, 43, 254, 258, 259 
Parsley. 193 
- Stone Stile Farm, 147, 148, 189 
Fermanagh, 117 
Ferrybridge, 60, 70, 76, 164, 175, 182, 

222, 228, 340, 341, 345, 346 
- Post Office, 254 
Fixhy, 95 
Flanshaw: Hall, 59 
Flappit, 206 
Fleet, 251 
- Rector, 249 
Fleet Mills, 81, 156 
Flodden, 16 
Florence, 260 
France, 57, 332 
Frizingball, 246-250, 252. 253 
- Frizingley Hall, 252 
- Frizley Old Hall, 252 
Fryston, 182 

Gainsborough, 67, 162, 229 
Garforth, 178 
Garforth, West: Bridge, 181, 219 
Germany, 170, 294, 344 
Oiesley see Guiseley 
Giggleswick: School, 274 
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Gildingwells, 248 
Girlington, 265 
- St. Philip's Church, 262, 265, 

271, 272 
- St. Philip's Church School, 

262, 272 
- St. Philip's Parish, 262. 271 
- Vicar, 262, 271 
Gisburn, 131, 202 
Gloucester, 6 
Goit Stock, 10, 15, 133, 148, 188, 199 
Gomersal, 12 
Gomersal, Great, 140 
Gomersal, Little, 12 
Goole (Gowle), 68, 74, 75, 83, 340-

342, 344, 345, 349-351, 354, 355. 
357, 359, 362, 365, 367 

Gottenburg, 171 
Gowle see Goole 
Grantham, 258 
Grassington, 2 
Great Britain see Britain, Great 
Greetland, 126 
Grimsby, 162 
Grimstou, 181 
Grumbling (Grymbel) Hall, 8 
Guiseley (Giesley, Guisley), 39-41, 

43-45, 49-51. 331 
- Church, 40, 45, 47, 259 
- Churchwarden, 51 

Free Grammar School, 41-43 
- Parish Registers, 45, 51 
- Rector, 39-52 

Rectory, 41, 46, 47 
- Schoolmaster. 41. 42 
Gunthwaite, 59 

Haddlesey (Hadlesey), 74, 75, 152. 
157-161, 163, 164, 225, 231, 232. 
332, 338, 341 

- Canal. 240 
- Selby Canal, 237 
- Chapel, 165 
- East. 60 

West, 164 
Hadley, 53 
Hainworth, 4, 207 
- Manor, 2 
Halifax (l-tallifax), 15, 17, 38, 58, 63, 

86, 87, 89, 90, 92-96, 99, 101, 102. 
105, 108, 109, 111, 113, 118, 119. 
130, 132, 135, 142, 146, 171, 
175-181, 211, 215, 216, 219, 228. 
229, 258, 275, 276, 278, 293, 296, 
356, 357 

- Antiquarian Society, 130, 171, 
276 

- Bankfield Museum, 171 
Chapel Fold, 99 

- Corporation, 93 
- Gaol Lane, 98 
- Independent Chapel, 98. 99 
- Keighley Road, 8 
- National Farmers' Union, 102 
- North Bridge, 98 
- Northgate End Chapel, 99. 293 
- Old Cock Inn, 87 
- Old Market, 90 
- Savile Park, 94 
- South Parade, 98 
- Square Chapel, 99, 293 
- Titus's Chapel, 98 
- Vicar, 128, 129 
- Waterloo Crescent, lOt 
- Wesleyan Chapel, 98 
Hallas (Hallowes, Hallows), 5, 14-17, 

137, 141, 192 
- Bridge, 10, 148, 188, 192, 193 

Cote Farm, 141 
Hall, 147 
Mill, 189, 193 
Moat (Moit) Hill Farm, 141 
Park, 17 

- Rough, 8, 15, 132, 139 
Hallifax see Halifax 
Hallowes, Hallows see Hallas 
Halton, 178 
Halton Dial, 181 
Hamburg (Hamburgh), 170. 342, 344 
Hampshire, 293 
Hangingroyd, Heptonstall, 276, 277 
- Mill. 277 
Harden (Hardying), 10, 15, 133, 188, 

192, 202, 207 
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- Bank Bottom School, 202, 203 
- Beck, 10, 19-22, 26, 133, 147, 

148, 192, 205, 206, 318, 322 
- Beck Bridge, 188, 191, 193, 202 

Beck Mitt, 189, 192 
Corn Mill, 21 
Cow House Beck, 10 
Hall, 133, 202 

- Malt Shovel Inn, 21, 22, 193. 
205 

- Manor, 2 
- Pye Bank House, 192 
- St. Anthony's Well, 87 
- St. Ives, 22, 139, 200, 202, 290 
Harecroft, 15, 209 
Hare Heved, 14 
Harewood, 317 
Harrogate, 118 214 
Harrop, 133,135, 136, 138, 144, 146 
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Ftarrop Edge, 131, 201 
Harrow, 90 
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- Chase, 168 
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- Hall, 254, 258-260 
Haworth, U, 15, 276, 317, 33! 
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Heath, 59, 169, 172 
Heaton (Heton), 8, 22, 23, 26, 31, 205, 

247, 248 
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Hebble-Calder Navigation, 229, 230, 

356, 360, 367 
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Hebden Bridge, 276 
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Hedon, 177 
Helvellyn (Helvelyn), 327 
Hensall, 159 
Heptonstall (Heptonstal), 58, 250, 

275-277 
Chapelry, 275. 278 

- Manor, 277 
- Manor Court, 276 

- Shaws, 276 
Heptonstall-cum-Erringdon, 277 
Heptonstall Slack, 275 
Heton see Heaton 
Hewenden (Hewendene), 1, 2, 10, 15, 

141, 147, 188, 192, 209 
- Beck, 15, 147, 148, 193 
- Bridge, 11 

- Mill, 148, 189, 190, 193. 317 
- Reservoir, 8, 24 
Hewenden Gate, 7, 8, 15 
High Bentley, 99 
High Cross, 97 
High Sunderland, 211 
Hill End, 250 
Hipperholme, 94 
Hodroyd, 59, 169 
Holbeck, 159 
Holkham, 359 
Holland, 162, 170 
Holling (Hollyn) Park, 17, 18, 20 
Horbury, 182 
Horehead Hole, 14, 18 
Horncliff House, 319 
Horner House, 87 
Horsforth, 44, 49 
Horsham, 180 
Horton, 12, 31, 32, 104, 210-213, 294 

Corn Mill, 212, 213 
- Liberal Club, 214 
- Manor, 32, 33, 210-214 
- Manor House, 213, 214 
- Old Hall, 214 
Horton, Great, 191, 200, 210, 211, 

305, 309 
- Cross Lane, 214 
- Cross Lane Mill, 213 
- Manor Works, 214 

- Southfield Lane, 210, 214 
Horton, Little, 32, 210, 211, 296, 305 
Houghton, 71, 178 
Houghton Green, 117 
1-lowden, 70 
Huddersfield (Hu5hers6eld), 63, 106, 

151, 172, 182, 274, 296 
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Hull, 12, 54-56, 64, 67, 69, 72, 82, 84, 

162, 170, 171, 176, 179, 182-185, 
215, 221, 223, 224, 234, 236-238, 
335, 337, 340, 344, 345, 348-350. 
357 

- Corporation, 229, 231 
- University, 171 
Humber, River, 54, 56, 75, 82, 154, 

162, 171, 174, 215, 236, 336, 360 
Hunslet, 59, 60, 169, 173 
Hutliersfield see Huddersfield 

Idle (Ydill), 30 
Ilkley, 289 
Ingleborough, 327 
Inverness, 249 
Ipswich, 229 
Ireland, 45, 114, 120, 121, 295-297, 

299, 313-315 
Italy, 90 
Ivestone Clough, IS, 206 

Jersey City, U.S.A., 202 
Jerusalem: Knights Hospitaller of St. 

John, 37 

Keighlny, 2, 3, 63, 118, 122, 192, 203, 
207, 250, 252, 317, 322, 331 

- Bradford-Keighley Turnpike, 
124 

- Halifax Road, 8 
- Highway to Bradford, 20, 21 
- Working Men's Hall, 108 
KeUingley, 159 
Kellington, 159 
Kendal, 63, 64, 149, 150 
Kensington, 181 
Kildwick, 2 
King's Lynn, 56 
- Corporation, 64 
Kippax: Park, 58, 178 
Kirkstall, 118 

44 Abbey, 6, 10, 18-20, 22, 23. 25, 

- Abbey Rent Roll, 18 
Kirkthorp, 355 
Knaresborough (Knasebrough), 

106, 322 
- Forest, 47 
Knottingley (Knotingley), 53, 54, 56, 
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152, 154, 157-166, 175, 176, 182, 
236, 340-342, 345 

- Mill Dam, 60, 64. 75, 76 
- Mills, 66, 76, 81, 159-162, 164, 

175, 185 

Lancashire, 63, 74, 84, 96, 110, 176, 
199, 211, 223, 349, 360, 361 

- Labour League, 113 
Lancaster, Co., 71 
Lancaster: Duchy, 9, 32 
Laughton, 248 
Laycock, 2, 3 
Leeds (Leedes), 53-64, 67, 70-74, 79-

81, 83-85, 88, 105, 106, 108, 109, 
115, 118, 122, 123, 151-156, 159, 
160, 163, 164, 166-181, 183-185, 
215-225, 227, 229-238, 240-242, 
252, 286, 319, 332-335, 337-342, 
345, 348-352, 354-357, 359-361, 
365-367 

Beckett's Bank, 109 
Bridge, 157 
Brotherton Library, 252 
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City Archivist, 186 

- City Library, 54, 55, 57-59, 69, 
72, 76, 123, 141, 157, 162, 163, 
165, 167, 170, 172, 174, 175 

- Corporation, 53, 54, 57, 62, 63, 
81, 229, 231. 244 

- Cusial Office, 303 
- King's Arms, 233 
- Kirkgate, 174 
- Leeds Library, 274 
- Liverpool Canal, 208, 220, 221, 

230, 232, 233, 360 
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Redgrave, G. F.., 45 
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Rem,ie, John, 338, 341, 345 
Rhodes, 363 
- James Armitage, 352, 353, 359, 

363, 365-367 
- John, 102 
Rhyss see Rees 
Ribblesdale, Lord, 325 
Richard I (Coeur de Lion), 6 
Richard the Chaplain, William son of, 

7. 
Richardson, 199, 209 
- C., 294, 300, 305, 312, 314 
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Scott (Scot), 201 
- Jacob, 199 
- James. 88 
- Ursula. 14 
- W. R., 154 
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Shaftesbury, Earl of, 113 
Shakespeare, William, 323 
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- Joseph, 167, 244 
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- Robertus del, 275 
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- Lewis, 20-22 
- Richard, 20, 21, 23 
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- Samuel, 60 
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William, 17 
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232, 233, 337 
Smith (Smyth), 192 
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Stansfield, 141 
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- Miles, 232 
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Starkey, Timothy, 96 
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Stevenson, John Hall, 258 
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Whitaker, John, 143 
- William, 17 
White, 190, 197 
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Whiteley, M. A., 264, 272 
Whitley, 319 
- Francis, 318 
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Wickham, Henry, 43 
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Wigglesworth, 150 
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Wilberforce, Samuel, 118 
Wilby, John, 95 
Wilcock, John, 116 
Wild, B., 331 
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Wilkinson, A., 136 
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Ninety-third Annual Report 1971 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

has pleasure in presenting its ninety—third annual report, for the 
year ending 30th September, 1971. 

The Ninety—second Annual Meeting of the Society was held 
in Bradford on Wednesday, 14th October, 1970. The President, Mr. 
John C. Shaw, was in the Chair. It was announced that all the 
Officers elected by the Council had agreed to serve for a further 
year. Upon presentation of the Society's accounts, it was pointed 
out that the elected Honorary Auditor, Mr. J. B. Hustwick, F.C.A., 
had been unable to undertake the audit, and that Mr. G. Dyson, 
F.C.A., had kindly agreed to audit the accounts in his place. The 
audited accounts were adopted, and Mr. Dyson was subsequently 
elected Honorary Auditor in succession to Mr. Hustwick. The 
following members were elected to serve on Council :- Mrs. P. S. 
Bentham, Mrs. K. Dyson, Mrs. H. A. Sissling, Miss W. M. Verity, 
Mr. W. F. Baines, Mr. P. S. Bentham, Mr. K. Hobson, Mr. J. B. 
Kershaw, Mr. E. Mitchell, Mr. A. E. Simpson, Mr. H. G. Swales 
and Mr. J. Thornhill. 

The Syllabus of Lectures for the Winter Session was again 
arranged by Miss E. M. Briggs, the Honorary Lectures Secretary, 
and the Council is grateful to her for another interesting and 
enjoyable season. The details of the meetings are set out below :-

1970 

Oct. 14 Annual General Meeting, followed by "More Victorian 
Slides". H. B. Seed. 

Oct. 28 Presidential Address "Our History in stone". 
John C. Shaw 

Nov. 11 "Wensleydale, and the river Ure from its source to the 
Ouse". John La Page, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., F.R.Hist.S. 

Nov. 25 "Maps through the Ages." C. E. Hartley 

Dec. 9 Members Evening. 

1971 

Jan. 6 "History by the Highways" Alec Wood 

Jan. 20 "Ancient Egypt". F. Brook, F.T.I. 

Feb. 3 "Old Halifax". Edwin Mitchell 

Feb. 17 "Leeds Pottery" C. Gilbert 

Mar. 3 "Guernsey A miniature British History". John G. B. 
Haigh, M.A. 

Mar. 17 "Shipley: A Nineteenth Century 'Boom' Town: some 
reasons for the sudden growth", John Moulds. 

The Members' Evening on 9th December was considered to be 
a success by those who attended. Several members contributed 
short talks on a wide and interesting range of topics; afterwards 
members were able to enjoy a cup of tea, prepared by a group 
of lady members. We are grateful to all those members who 
presented talks, namely, Mrs. G. D. Wilkinson, Mrs. M. Brayshaw, 
Mr. A. Butterfield, Mr. P. Sutcliffe, Mr. E. Griffiths, Miss C. E. 
Priestley, Mr. E. Simpson and Miss H. I. Stringer. The Council 



feels that the meeting was successful in its aim of encouraging 
a larger number of members to take an active part in the affairs 
of the Society, and it is intended to arrange similar events in the 
future. It is hoped that members will be rather less reticent in 
offering their services for such occasions. The Council is always 
delighted to hear from any members who feel that they are able 
to make a worth—while contribution to the Society's activities. 

The excursions during the summer months were organised by 
Miss M. Lister, B.D., the Honorary Excursions Secretary; the 
Council thanks her for arranging the following varied Syllabus, 
which was greatly appreciated by those who attended 

May 15 Walkington Church, Burton Constable Hall, Hedon 
Church. 

May 19 Heath Hall. 

June 9 Arthington Hall, Leathley Hall. 

June 12 Dorfold Hall, Little Moreton Hall, Astbury Church. 

June 23 Oakwell Hall, Bailey Church. 

July 3 Low Burton Hall, Masham Church, Markenfield Hall. 

July 10 Newburgh Priory, Ampleforth Abbey and College. 

July 14 Wighill and Healaugh Churches. 

Sept. 11 Rufford Old Hall, Scarisbrick Hall, Halsall Church. 

Sept. 14 Bradford Cathedral. 

During the past year, twenty—one new members have joined 
the Society, and two former members have rejoined. We hope 
that they will all find something of lasting interest in the Society, 
and that some of them will be able to make an appreciable con— 
tribution to its activities. 

We deeply regret to report the deaths of five of our members 
Eighteen members have resigned, and seven have been removed 
from membership having failed to pay their subscriptions. After 
those changes the Society has a total of 245 members, a decrease 
of seven from the previous year. 

It is with particular regret that the Council has noted the 
death of Mr. John H. Binns, a Vice—President of the Society. 
Mr. Binns was Honorary Treasurer during the years from 1949 
to 1903, and is remembered for the conscientious accuracy with 
which he kept the Society's accounts. 

Part XLV of "The Bradford Antiquary" was published in 
September, 1971. The Council offers its most sincere thanks to 
Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, MA., the Honorary Editor, for his services 
in the preparation of the edition, and congratulates him on the 
quality of its contents. Part XLV completes volume 9 of the 
New Series of the journal, and thereby fulfils Mr. Robertshaw's 
long—held ambition to prepare the entire volume for publication. 
The publication of "The Bradford Antiquary" must be rated as 
one of the most important of the society's activities, for 
through it the Society is known in many places throughout the 
world. Regrettably, Mr. Robertshaw has announced that he 
intends to resign before the preparation of the next edition of 
the journal. The Council is profoundly grateful to him, for he 
has riven unequalled service to the Society in editing the journal 
for a period of forty—four years. His successor will find a difficult 
task in maintaining his high standards. 

Volume 9 cannot, however, be sent to the bookbinders yet 
as the indexes to the volume will not be ready until Part XLVI 



is published. In 1963 the council considered a projected history 
of the Aire and Calder Navigation and it was decided to publish 
it serially, through the following four issues. Thus the first 
instalment appeared in Part XLII in 1964 and the final one is in 
the new number. This book, which is under the dual authorship 
of Mr. Robert W. Unwin (Lecturer in History at the James Graham 
College of Education, Leeds) and Dr. Richard G. Wilson (Lecturer 
in Economic History at the University of East Anglia), is a 
contribution of major importance. 

Mrs. Ivy Holgate, the Honorary Librarian, reports that mem— 
bers continue to take a lively interest in the Society's library, 
and that there was a record number of withdrawals during the 
last Winter Session. The Library Sub—Committee, under Mrs. 
Holgate's direction, and with the helpful assistance of Mr. G. F. 
Nowell, BA., F.L.A., is responsible for the choice of new volumes 
to supplement the library's stock. Among the new additions, we 
gratefully acknowledge the gift by Dr. Phyllis Bentley of a copy 
of her book "The Pennine Weaver". 

During the course of the year, the Council agreed to support 
the Kirkgate Market Action Committee in the publication of an 
advertisement which was to appeal for reconsideration of the 
decision to demolish Kirkgate Market. The advertisement was 
published in the "Telegraph and Argus" of 6th July, and bore 
the names of our Society and of the Victorian Society, besides 
those of organisations directly connected with the Market. In 
supporting the appeal, the Council was not only interested in the 
particular merits of Kirkgate Market, but more generally wished 
to indicate its increasing concern for the fate of Bradford's older 
buildings. The City Council and other authorities show an attitude 
of apparent indifference, while much of the best of Bradford's 
architecture is indiscriminately destroyed. 

The Council must offer its grateful thanks to all the Officers 
of the Society, whose work in their different capacities has ensured 
another successful year in the life of the Society. The prosperity 
of a Society such as ours is entirely dependent upon the voluntary 
service of its members, and we are grateful to everyone who has 
made some contribution to its activities during the past year. 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN G. B. HAIGH, 

Honorary Secretary. 
1st October, 1971. 

PRESIDENT'S LIBRARY ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

Balance at Bank 1st Oct. 70. 
Transfer from General A/c 
Sale of Books 

Conversion 

£ s. d. 

3 17 11 
10 - - 

13 19 11 
14-00 

£ 14-00 

PAYMENTS 
£ p. 

Purchase of Books 5-63 
Balance at Bank 8-27 
Cash in hand ... ... ... 00-10 

£ 14-00 
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Ninety-fourth Annual Report 1972 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 

Society has pleasure in presenting its ninety—fourth annual report, 
for the eleven months ending 31st August, 1972. The Council have 
determined that, starting from the present calender year, the date 
of the Society's year end should be 31st August, rather than 30th 
September, in order to allow adequate time to prepare for the 
Annual General Meeting in early October. 

The ninety—third Annual General Meeting of the Society was 
held in Bradford on Wednesday, 13th October, 1971. The retiring 
President, Mr. John C. Shaw, invested his successor, Mr. Edwin 
Mitchell, with his insignia of office. Mr. Mitchell then took the 
Chair for the remainder of the meeting. Mr. G. Dyson, F.C.A., was 
re—elected Honorary Auditor. Fourteen nominations had been 
received for the twelve members of the Council. After a ballot 
among members present at the meeting, the following members 
were declared elected to serve on Council - Mrs. P. S. Bentham, 
Mrs. K. Dyson, Mrs. H. A. Sissling, Miss W. M. Verity, Mr. W. 
F. Baines, Mr. P. S. Bentham, Mr. K. Hobson, Mr. J. B. Kershaw, 
Mr. C. Lodge, Mr. A. E. Simpson, Mr. P. Sutcliffe and Mr. J. 
Thornhill. 

Miss E. M. Briggs, the Honorary Lectures Secretary , was 
again responsible for arranging the Syllabus for the Winter Session, 
and our thanks are due to her for an enjoyable and instructive 
series of lectures. It is particularly gratifying to note that the 
majority of the lectures were given by our own members. The 
titles of the lectures were :-

1971 

Oct. 13 Annual General Meeting, followed by lecture "In the 
steps of William the Conqueror." Mrs. M. Bishop, M.A. 

Oct. 27 Presidential Address: "Some Old Houses of our Locality 
(and their families)" Edwin Mitchell 

Nov. 10 "The River Wharfe from Cam Fell to the Ouse" 
John La Page, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., F.R.Hist.S. 

Nov. 24 "H. W. Schneider - A Furness Legend" 
A. G. Banks, F.I.C.E., F. I. Mun. E., M.I.P.H.E. 

Dec. 8 "Sidetracks in Architecture (Almshouses, crosses, 
follies)". L. D. Butler, B.Sc. 

1972 

Jan. 5 "The Gothic Revival in Bradford" John S. Roberts 

Jan. 19 "Sir Titus Salt, Bart, Pioneer and Philanthropist". 
J. Stanley Mathers, M.A. 

Feb. 2 "Historic Patchwork" 

Feb. 16 "An Antiquarian Miscellany" 

Mar. 1 "Medieval Stone Crosses" 

Mar. 15 "Bits and Pieces of Otley History" 

Miss M. Lister, B.D., the Honorary Excursions Secretary, 
arranged the following excursions during Summer, 1972 

May 6 Oakes Park, Norton; Sheffield Cathedral 

May 17 Lees Hall Farm, Thornhill; Thornhill Church 

June 7 Towneley Hall, Burnley. 

H. N. Jones 

J. Thornhill 

E. C. Waight 

E. T. Cowling 



June 10 Sizergh Castle, Kendal; Leighton Hall. 

June 24 Lichfield Cathedral; Sudbury Hall. 

June 28 Sisters' House, Norwood Green; Tudor House, Shibden. 

July 12 Cumberland House; Castlegate House, York. 

July 15 Hodsock Priory, Blyth; Priory Church, Worksop. 

Sept. 6 Wakefield Museum 

Sept. 9 Stow Church; Doddington Hall; Lincoln Cathedral. 

The Syllabus attracted exceptionally heavy bookings for 
almost all the excursions, and is noteworthy for the number of 
occasions on which private houses have been opened for the benefit 
of our members, or our party has been admitted at times when 
the public would not normally be admitted. The Council is 
grateful to the owners concerned for giving our Society an 
exceptional opportunity to view their houses, and also to Miss 
Lister for her skill and perseverance in arranging such privileges. 

Twenty—seven new members have joined the Society during 
the past year. We hope that they will find a lasting interest in 
its activities. It is encouraging to see a growing interest in the 
Society, reflected not only in the number of new members, but 
also in the large attendances at lectures and excursions. Once 
again members are to receive spare copies of the Winter Syllabus, 
which may be used to introduce newcomers to the Society. 

Sixteen members have resigned from the Society, and the 
deaths of four members have been noted with deepest regret. 

Alter the above changes in membership, the Society has a 
total of 262 members, and increase of seven over the past year. 

Among the deceased members, the Council notes with 
particular regret the death of Mr. A. E. Simpson, who was 
re—elected to serve on Council at the last Annual General Meeting. 
Although Mr. Simpson has never held Office in the Society, he has 
been a prominent member of the Council for the last twenty 
years, and is remembered by the Society for his erudite and 
entertaining lectures on Bradford Cathedral, which was always 
the main interest of his life. The benefit of his advice will be 
sadly missed on Council, and by the Officers of the Society. 

Council has elected two new Officers for the new Society 
year, in place of those who have announced their resignations. 
Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, MA., the retiring Honorary Editor, gave 
advance notice of his resignation and a review of his outstanding 
achievement in the Society appeared in the last annual report, 
on the occasion of the publication of Part XLV of "The Bradford 
Antiquary". We look to his successor, Mr. J. Reynolds, BA., to 
maintain Mr. Robertshaw's high standards in future editions. Mr. 
Reynolds is among the best of Bradford's local historians, and 
is known in his wide circle of friends for his Yorkshire wit and 
charm. We are fortunate that he has been able to accept the 
Editorship. 

Mrs. Ivy Holgate, the retiring Honorary Librarian, has been 
compelled to resign through continuing ill health, aggravated by 
a recent domestic accident. Since 1955, when she was first elected 
Librarian, the library has grown considerably, and there have 
been many problems, particularly from lack of shelf space. Mrs. 
Holgate has tackled such problems with enthusiasm, and has shown 
great skill in maintaining the services of the library and in 
organising the Library Sub—Committee of the Council. We are 
grateful to Mr. J. Thornhill for agreeing to his election as Mrs. 
Holgate's successor. Mr. Thornhill has already shown a keen 
interest in the library's affairs, and we hope that the Society finds 



new accommodation where it can retain the library, in order that 
Mr. Thornhill may have the opportunity to develop his ideas. 

The Library Sub-Committee has met only once during 
the past year, partly because Mrs. Holgate has been unable to 
attend meetings, and partly because of uncertainty about the future 
of the library. Consequently few new volumes have been acquired. 
Nevertheless Mr. Thornhill reports that the thirty-six members 
who made use of the library borrowed a total 114 volumes, in 
spite of the fact that the library was not available at every 
meeting. These figures provide clear evidence that a substantial 
number of members regard the maintenance of the library as 
an important function of the Society. 

The most important issue to be considered by Council has 
almost certainly been the City Corporation's proposal to demolish 
the Mechanics Institute. From the point of view of the Society, 
the proposal seems to be entirely unnecessary and possibly 
detrimental to the life of the City. The Secretary and the Lectures 
Secretary have spent considerable time inspecting possible alter-
native accommodation for the Society's meetings. The information 
thus obtained was put before a special Sub-Committee, who agreed 
upon a series of preferences for the booking of rooms for Winter 
1972-73. Miss Briggs entered into the final negotiations, but met 
difficulties which had not been anticipated by the Sub-Committee. 
At this point, it was revealed that the date set for the closure 
of the Mechanics Institute was somewhat premature, and that the 
Science Room would probably be available until March, 1973. 
Hence the Society may continue to meet in its old quarters for 
the next Winter Session. Although the Council has several 
suggestions for accommodation afterwards, none is as satisfactory 
as the Mechanics Institute, and the advice of other members would 
be most welcome. 

The Council has continued to take a close interest in Brad-
ford's older buildings. Our concern for two buildings in Barkerend 
Road, Kellitt House and Apple Hall, led to a meeting in the City 
Hall, where the President and four members of the Society's 
Council met Alderman E. Johnson, then Chairman of the City 
Development Committee, and four representatives of the City 
Council. The meeting was cordial and informative, but not parti-
cularly constructive. Nothing could be done to save the two 
buildings concerned, but it appears that the City Council are slowly 
moving towards a policy for the establishment of conservation 
areas. We hope that some worthwhile buildings within the City 
are thereby preserved. Another recent development has been 
the establishment of the Paper Hall Preservation Society, whose 
aims are supported by the Council. A delegation from the Pre-
servation Society, which included representatives from this 
Council, has met members of the City Development Committee 
and the City Development Officer, and has encountered an en-
couraging attitude. It is hoped that this movement may lead not 
only to the restoration of the Paper Hall, but also to an improved 
attitude to the preservation of Bradford's architecture generally. 

The past year has been an unusually busy one in the life 
of the Society, and has involved heavy duties for all the Officers. 
The Council offers them its profound thanks for ensuring the 
continued success of the Society, since without such voluntary 
effort the existence of the Society would be impossible. 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN G. B. HAIGH, 

Honorary Secretary. 

1st September, 1972. 
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Ninety-fifth Annual Report 1973 
The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

has pleasure in presenting its ninety-fifth annual report for the 
year ending 31st. August, 1973. 

The Ninety-fourth Annual General Meeting of the Society was 
held in Bradford on Wednesday, 11th October, 1972. The President, 
Mr. Edwin Mitchell, was in the Chair. The only new Officer of the 
Society was Mr. J. Reynolds, BA., who succeeded Mr. Wilfrid 
Robertshaw, MA., as Honorary Editor. Mr. G. Dyson, F.C.A., had 
again indicated his willingness to act as Honorary Auditor and was 
duly re-elected. The following members were elected to serve on 
Council:- Mrs. P. S. Bentham, Mrs. K. Dyson, Mrs. H. A. Sisshng, 
Miss W. M. Verity, Mr. W. F. Baines, Mr. P. S. Bentham, Mr. K. 
Hobson, Mr. J. B. Kershaw, Mr. C. Lodge, Mr. H. A. Sissling Mr. 
P. Sutcliffe, and Mr. A. H. Thomas. 

A resolution was passed that, from October 1973, the Society's 
annual subscription should be increased to £1.25 for a full member 
and to GOp for a junior member. The proposed demolition of the 
Mechanics Institute was discussed, and a resolution that the 
Secretary should write to 'The Telegraph & Argus', in condemnation 
of the decision to demolish the building was passed overwhelm-
ingly. 

Once again Miss E. M. Briggs, the Honorary Lectures Secretary, 
was responsible for the Winter Syllabus, and the Council is grate-
ful to her for arranging a varied and enjoyable series of lectures, 
many of them with strong local interest :-

1972 
Oct. 11 Annual General Meeting, followed by lecture, "Kirkstall 

Forge through the ages, 1403-1972". J. Northrop. 
Oct. 25 Presidential Address: "More Old Halls and Homesteads". 

Edwin Mitchell 
Nov. 8 "The River Aire from Malham Tarn to The Ouse". 

John La Page, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., F.R.Hist.S. 
Nov. 22 "Parceval Hall". John Moulds 
Dec. 6 "Old Maps". Alderman Clifford Stephenson 
1973 
Jan. 3 "The Pilgrim Way to Compostela". F. H. Voigt, M.A. 
Jan. 17 "Fife and Fothrif." Ian R. Lambie 
Jan. 18 "Railway Schemes in the Bradford Area". 

John B. Hodgson 
Feb. 14 "Yorkshire Gardens of the 18th Century". Ken Lemmon 
Feb. 28 "Along the lanes beyond Skipton", C. H. Jones, A.I.B. 
Mar. 14 "The Religious Houses in Medieval Newcastle". 

Mar. 28 Members' Evening. Miss B. Harbottle 

The Members' Evening on 28th March was our final meeting 
in the Mechanics Institute, and was appropriately well attended. 
A most interesting range of contributions was presented by the 
following members: The Revd. David Milner, Mr. Thornhill, Mrs. 
Gilholme, Mr. Griffiths, Miss Lister, Mrs. Bentham, Mrs. Spencer, 
Mr. Sisslsng and Miss Stringer. Afterwards there was the opportunity 
to discuss the talks over tea and biscuits kindly provided by Mr. 
and Mrs. Mitchell. It proved to be the most successful of the 
members evenings held by the Society, and made a suitable fare-
well to the Mechanics Institute. We hope that it may set a precedent 
for similar occasions in future. 



The Summer Syllabus was as successful as always, with a 
heavy demand for seats on all the outings. The Council offers its 
thanks to Miss M. Lister, B.D., the Honorary Excursions Secretary, 
for her hard work and enthusiasm in making the neccessary 
arrangements. 

May 2 Kirkstall Forge. (Second visit on May 9th). 
May 12 Tickencote Church; Deene Park. 
May 16 Parcevall Hall. (Second visit on June 27th). 
June 9 Sion Hill Hall; Kirby Wiske Church; Thirsk Hall. 
June 12 Manchester Cathedral. 
June 16 Maxstoke Castle; Arbury Hall. 
July 11 Dam Head House; Coley Hall. 
July 14 Aske Hall; St. Mary's Church and Richmond. 
Sept. 8 St. Mary's Church, Stafford; Weston Park. 
Sept. 12 Gutseley Church and Rectory. 

We have welcomed thirty new members to the Society during 
the past year; we hope that they find a lasting interest in the 
Society and will be able to play a full part in its activities. We 
note with regret that five members have died. In addition, sixteen 
members have resigned and seven have been removed from 
membership after failing to pay their subscriptions. When these 
changes have been taken into account, the total membership 
currently stands at 267, an increase of two over the year. 

The Council has particular regret in reporting the death of 
one of its own members, Mr. J. B. Kershaw. Mr. Kershaw was a 
popular and respected member of the Society, well known for his 
charm and courtesy. He died after a serious illness, yet only a 
year ago he was helping in the Society's search for new premises. 
Mr. Kershaw is sadly missed on the Council, and the Council 
offers its condolences to Mrs. Kershaw and to her daughter. We 
also regret to note the death of Mr. Horace Hird, who was President 
of the Society from 1950 to 1952, during which period he also 
served as Lord Mayor of Bradford. During recent years Mr. Hird 
has achieved considerable renown as an author on Bradford's 
local history. The Council offers its deepest sympathy to Mrs. Hird. 

It was with great pleasure that the Society learned in the 
New Year Honours list of the award of the B.E.M. to Miss H. I. 
Stringer, one of our Vice—Presidents. Although the award was not 
given for her work in the Society, we do feel that it comes very 
close to us, for Miss Stringer is a regular attender at all the 
Society's functions. It is good to know that such awards are given 
to those who work conscientiously and unostentatiously, as well 
as to prominent public figures. Miss Stringer regaled the members' 
evening with a most amusing account of how the award was pre— 
sented to her. 

The most important event for the Society during the past 
year has been the decision to hold the meetings in Bradford 
Central Library. The Council took this decision after long and 
careful discussion and after a trial meeting, addressed by Mr. J. 
Thornhill, had been held in Meeting Room 2 of the Central Library. 
This room was found to be satisfactory, especially in view of the 
advantageous arrangements which the City Librarian was prepared 
to offer for the storage of the Society's books. Nevertheless the 
Council regrets haying to leave the Mechanics Institute, where 
the Society's meetings have been held since 1917, and every 
opportunity is taken to make representations to the City Council 
for the retention of the building. 

Mr. Thornhill has been one of the people most concerned in 
the move to the Central Libary, in his capacity of Honorary 
Librarian. The Society's stock of books and the bookcases were 
moved from the Mechanics Institute on Monday, 16th April, 1973, 
and were installed in a stock—room which is adjacent to the 



Society's new meeting room. They will be available to members 
before and after meetings. Mr. Thornhill has already made 
arrangements to open the Society's library for members on several 
evenings during the past summer. Thanks must be expressed to 
Mr. J. C. Shaw, who was chiefly responsible for supervising the 
removal contractors, to Mr. A. M. Thomas, who has assisted in 
replacing the books in correct catalogue order, and above all to 
Mr. Thornhill, who has expended an enormous amount of time 
and energy on transferring the books. 

Mr. Thornhill reports that during last winter the library 
was used by fifty-two members, who borrowed a total of 274 
books. This represents a satisfactory usage of the Library, and 
justifies the Council's insistence that the library should be main-
tained. The Library Sub-Committee have met several times during 
the year, and have continued to select books for the Society's 
shelves. Mr. Thornhill considered that the stock had increased 
sufficiently to justify the publication of Supplement No. 9 of the 
Library Catalogue, and this has been printed for distribution in 
October. 1973. It is a pleasure to acknowledge the assistance of 
Mr. G. F. Nowell, BA., F.L.A., who not only provided professional 
advice about the running of the library, but also was instrumental 
in negotiations with the City Librarian for the accommodation of 
the Society's books. 

Mr. Reynolds is currently engaged in preparing Part XLVI of 
'The Bradford Antiquary' for publication. Some unexpected 
difficulties have emerged to delay the publication date, but Mr. 
Reynolds hopes that members will receive their copies within th" 
next few months. The Council confidently expects that Mr. Reynolds 
will maintain the high standard of his predecessors. 

Two minor innovations have been made in the appointment 
of the officers for the coming year. The Council felt that the 
President should be elected some time in advance of taking office, 
and should act as Deputy President during the interim in order 
to provide more continuity for the Presidency. In consequence 
of this decision, the Council have chosen Miss Lister to succeed 
Mr. P. S. Bentham, the new President, and have elected her a 
Vice-President of the Society. Secondly, Miss Briggs felt that, 
after fifteen years service as Honorary Lectures Secretary, she was 
entitled to an assistant to learn the tasks of her office; Mr. A. M. 
Thomas has expressed his willingness to help, and the Council 
has appointed him Assistant Lectures Secretary. 

The past year has been a busy one in the life of the Society, 
and has involved unusually heavy responsibilities for many of the 
officers. In spite of the obvious distractions of the move to Central 
Library, the Society has continued to take an interest in many 
matters of local historical importance. The thanks of the Council, 
and indeed of the members in general, are due to all those who 
have worked to make the past year such a successful one for the 
Society. We hope that the Society continues to enjoy equal prosperity 
in its new premises. 

On behalf of the Council, 

1st September, 1973. JOHN G. B. HAIGH, 
Honorary Secretary, 

PRESIDENT'S LIBRARY FUND 

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
£ p 

Balance at Bank & in Hand 
1. 10.73 .........11 87 
Donation 30 
Transfer from General Account 10 00 

£22 17 

Purchase of Books 
Balance in Bank 1. 9. 73 

£ p 

21 95 
0 22 

£22 17 
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Ninety-sixth Annual Report 1974 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
has pleasure in presenting its ninety—sixth annual report for the 
year ending 31st August, 1974. 

The Ninety fifth Annual General Meeting of the Society was 
held in Bradford on Wednesday, 17th October, 1973. The retiring 
Prerident, Mr. Elwin Mitchell, was in the Chair. Mr. G. Dyson, 
F.C.A., had again indicated his willingness to serve as Honorary 
Auditor and was duly re—elected, with a vote of thanks for his 
assistance in the preparation of the Society's accounts. As the result 
of a ballot, the following members were elected to serve on Council:— 
Mrs. P. S. Bentham, Mrs. K. Dyson, Mrs. H. A. Sissling, Miss W. 
M. Verity, Mr. W. F. Baines, Mr. K. Hobson, Mr. C. Lodge, the 
Revd. D. Milner, Mr. J. S. Roberts, Mr. H. A. Sissling, Mr. P. Sutcliffe 
and Mr. A. M. Thomas. 

The President—elect, Mr. P. S. Bentham, was unable to be 
present at the Annual General Meeting, and his installation as 
President of the Society took place on 31st October, prior to his 
Presidential address. Before handing over the insignia of office, 
Mr. Mitchell said that he had enjoyed his two years as President 
and he hoped that Mr. Bentham's term of office would be equally 
enjoyable. After his installation, Mr. Bentham spoke of the great 
tradition of the Society's Presidency and his desire to be worthy of 
the honour accorded him. 

During the course of the year Mr. K. Hobson retired from the 
Council, and Mrs. M. W. Petts was co—opted to serve in his place 
according to the provisions of Rule 14. 

Miss E. M. Briggs, the Honorary Lectures Secretary, arranged 
a fine Winter Syllabus with a strong local interest, including several 
lectures which were both unusual and very stimulating:-

1973 
Oct. 17 Annual General Meeting, followed by lecture: "A wealth 

of Carven Stone": Bradford's Sculptural Heritage. 
A. H. Robinson 

Oct. 31 Presidential Address: "The History of the Royal Mail, 
and of the Letter—Box. P. S. Bentham 

Nov. 14 More about Heaton. Coun. J. S. King 
Dec. 5 Inside Morocco. John La Page, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., 

F.R.Hist.S. 
Dec. 12 Wandering in Wharfedale. A. Spencer 
1974 
Jan. 9 France. J. C. Shaw 
Jan. 23 Francis Place, Yorkshire Artist of the Seventeenth 

Century. Dr. Richard E. G. Tyler, B.A. 
Feb. 6 Talking Turkey. K. Willson 
Feb. 20 A hundred years on - or "School was never like this". 

Miss E. C. I. Stewart, M.A. 
Mar. 6 Mirfield, 900 years and more. Revd. David B. Milner 
Mar. 20 Victorian Architects in Bradford. John Ayers. 
Apl. 3 Dialect Almanacks. Ben T. Dyson 

The meeting on 3rd April was held jointly with the Yorkshire 
Dialect Society and our contribution was arranged by Mr. A. M. 
Thomas in his capacity of Assistant Lectures Secretary. The 
comparatively small group of members who attended agreed that 
it was an entirely successful occasion, widening the scope of the 
Society's activities. It is hoped to arrange similar joint meetings 
with other Societies in the future. 

Mr. Thomas has given substantial assistance to Miss Briggs in 
the preparation of the syllabus for the forthcoming Winter session, 
and the Council has now elected him Honorary Lectures Secretary. 
We are most grateful to him for consenting to undertake this 
difficult office and are pleased at the successful manner of his 



gradual introduction to the task. Miss Briggs may now take a well— 
deserved rest after organising the lectures of the Society with an 
unassuming efficiency for sixteen years. She has been elected a 
Vice—President and we trust that the Council will continue to have 
the benefit of her counsel. The Society owes her a boundless debt 
of gratitude. 

At the start of the Winter session, there were some difficulties 
due to work on alterations to the meeting rooms at the Central 
Library, and arrangements for some of the early meetings were 
far from satisfactory. There was a considerable improvement after 
Christmas when the work was completed, and the Council has now 
agreed that lectures should normally be held in Meeting Room I, 
but that Room 2 should also be available in case the attendance is 
sufficiently large to justify the opening of the dividing shutters. 
We appreciate that the accommodation is not so convenient as our 
old room at the Mechanics Institute, but we feel that it is reasonably 
satisfactory and we urge our members to continue to give their 
support, without which the Society cannot continue. 

Miss M. Lister, S.D., the Honorary Excursions Secretary, was 
again responsible for arranging a varied Summer Syllabus. 
Increasing costs have necessitated a sharp rise in the price of 
excursions and consequently demand for seats has not been quite as 
heavy as in recent years. The programme can nonetheless be 
regarded as entirely successful, and the Council is most grateful to 
Miss Lister for her hard work in arranging it. The Syllabus, 
together with the attendance figure for each outing, is given below:— 

May 15 Broughton Hall. (51 attended). 
May 11 Corby Glen Church, Lines; Rockingham Castle and 

Church. (33). 
June 5 Stonegappe Hall; Lothersdale Church. (63). 
June 15 Stonyhurst College; Chingle Hall. (54). 
June 26 Newby Hall. (39). 
June 29 Croft Church; Beamish Museum; Durham Catherdral (42) 
July 10 Otley Church and town. (47). 
July 13 Ryedale Folk Museum; Stonegrave House and Church. 

(55). 
Sept. 7 Gunby Hall; Tattersall Castle. (39). 
Sept. 18 Red House Museum, Gomersal. (53). 

During the past year twelve new members have joined the 
Society. We hope that they find a real and lasting interest in its 
activities and we should welcome any suggestion that they may 
have for improving those activities. The deaths of four of our 
members have noted with regret. In addition five members have 
given notice of their resignation and four have been removed from 
membership having failed to pay their subscriptions. Following 
these changes, the Society now has 266 members, a decrease of one 
over the year. 

The deaths of three of our oldest and most respected members 
have made the past year an unusually sad one in the life of the 
Society. Mr. Arthur Busby was a respected figure in many aspects 
of local life; although it is over twenty years since he left the 
Council of the Society, he has continued to take an interest in the 
running of the Society. Our sympathy is extended to his family. 
Mr. J. W. Shaw was President of the Society from 1959 to 1961 and 
then remained a Vice-President until his recent death. He was 
known locally as an antiquarian of considerable repute; he was 
a regular attender at meetings of our Council and his opinions, 
although quietly voiced, commanded great respect. Our deepest 
condolances are offered to Mrs. Shaw. 

It is the death of Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, MA., which leaves 
the gravest feeling of loss to the Society. He was the senior member 
of the Society in terms of period of membership and also in terms 
of the respect he commanded. In the past he has served the Society 
in many offices, including President, Vice—President, Secretary, and 
Excursions Secretary, but it was as Honorary Editor for a period 
of almost fifty years that he made his most lasting contribution. The 
volumes of 'The Bradford Antiquary' will be his permanent 



memorial, but his authority on Council will also be remembered 
by those who were fortunate to serve with him. It is hoped that 
the Society will later publish a full obituary. We must extend our 
most sincere sympathy to Mrs. Robertshaw. 

The Library Sub—Committee has continued to choose new books 
for the Society's stock under the guidance of Mr. J. Thornhill, the 
Honorary Librarian. Mr. G. F. Nowell, BA., F.L.A., who has for 
many years acted as professional adviser to the Sub—Committee, 
now finds that he is unable to do so because of his increased res— 
ponsibility after the reorganisation of the Bradford Metropolitan 
District libraries. We are most grateful to Mr. Nowell for his years 
of unpaid service to the Society. We are also grateful to him for 
finding his successor, Miss Willmott, the Local Studies Librarian 
at Bradford Central Library, who has kindly offered to assist the 
Sub-Committee in future. The Council also expresses its gratitude 
to two of its members, Mr. J. S. Roberts and Mr. D. Milner, who 
have made donations of books for the Society's library. 

One of the major reasons for the decision to move to the 
Central Library was the City Librarian's kind offer to house the 
Society's books in the building. Mr. Thornhill reports that he is 
quite satisfied with the arrangements for the Library, which is 
gratifying in view of the difficulties that have been experienced at 
lectures. During the past year twenty members have made use of 
the library, borrowing a total of 221 books. Although this usage is 
not ouite as high as in recent years, it appears to justify the 
importance which the Council placed on retaining the library's 
availability for members. 

Following the move to Central Library, the past year has been 
a difficult one for the Society. It is felt, however, that the initial 
difficulties have now been surmounted and it is hoped that members 
will try to support the Society as enthusiastically as they have 
in the past. The flow of new members joining the Society has been 
considerably reduced and, although this has not yet produced a 
corresponding drop in the total membership, it is likely to do so in 
the future. Without the subscription income from a membership of 
the present size, it is impossible to maintain the activities of the 
Society, particularly the publication of 'The Bradford Antiquary', 
which is the Society's contribution of lasting importance in the 
field of local history. 

The Council must express its gratitude to all officers of the 
Society whose enthusiasm has enabled its activities to continue in 
spite of our recent difficulties. Thanks must also be given to 
various members who assist the officers in the performance of 
their tasks. It is only by such voluntary contribution of effort that 
a small Society such as ours is able to operate. 

On behalf of the Council, 

1st September, 1974. JOHN G. B. HAIGH, 

Honorary Secretary. 

PRESIDENT'S LIBRARY FUND 

RECEIPTS 

£ p 

Balance in Bank 1. 9. 73 0 22 

Transfer from General Account 10 00 

£10 22 

PAYMENTS 

Purchase of Book ...... 

Balance at Bank 1. 9.74. 

£ p 

1 25 

8 97 

£10 22 
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Ninety-seventh Annual Report 1975 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
has pleasure in presenting its ninety-seventh annual report for the year 
ending 31st August, 1975. 

The ninety-sixth Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in 
Bradford on Wednesday, 23rd October, 1974. The President, Mr. P. S. 
Bentham, was in the Chair. Mr. G. Dyson was once again re-elected to 
serve as Honorary Auditor and, on the proposition of Miss E. C. I. 
Stewart, the Honorary Treasurer, was accorded a vote of thanks for his 
invaluable help in the presentation of the Societys accounts. As only 
eleven nominations had been received for the Council, the following 
members were declared elected without recourse to a ballot: -  Mrs. P. S. 
Bentham, Mrs. K. Dyson, Mrs. M. W. Petts, Mrs. H. A. Sissling, Miss W. 
M. Verity, Mr. W. F. Baines, B.A., Mr. C. Lodge, the Revd. D. Milner, 
Mr. J. S. Roberts, Mr. H. A. Sissling, and Mr. P. Sutcliffe. Finally a 
resolution from the Council seeking the election of two new Honorary 
Members was passed by acclamation. 

The new Honorary Members were Mrs. Doris Robertshaw and Mr. 
G. F. Nowell, BA., F.L.A. Mrs. Robertshaw is the widow of Mr. Wilfrid 
Robertshaw, MA., who was himself an Honorary Member in recognition 
of his unexcelled services to the Society and whose obituary should shortly 
be published in 'The Bradford Antiquary"; it was felt entirely appropriate 
that the honour should be transferred to Mrs. Robertshaw. Mr. Nowell 
had for many years given generous and diligent assistance to the Library 
Sub-Committee of the Society until his professional commitments 
compelled him to resign. 

The following lectures were held during the Winter Session  

1974 
Oct. 16 "Some Historic Islands". John La Page, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., 

F.R.Hist.S. 
Oct. 23 Annual General Meeting and "The Evolutionary History of 

the Bradford Warehouse". John S. Roberts 
Nov. 6 Joint Meeting with the National Trust, West Yorkshire Centre: 

"The Archaeology of the Iron Industry in Yorkshire". 
Dr. J. Diaper 

Nov. 13 Presidential Address: "English Domestic Architects of the 
Georgian Era". Philip S. Bentham 

Nov. 20 "Sir Walter Calverley (1690-1749) - The Family Background". 
Edward Garnett 

Dec. 4 "Lesser Known London". H. M. Fairbourn 
1975 
Jan. 8 "In Southern Pictland", I. R. Lambie 
Jan. 22 "Sutton, the Old Community". Alec Wood 
Feb. 5 "Behind the Scenes in a Museum". Miss Anthea V. Diver 
Feb. 19 "The Shirley Country". Mrs. M. Ferrett 
Mar. 5 "Megalithic Monuments of Western Europe". 

F. E. Horsnatl, B.A. 
Mar, 19 "Castles of Edward I in North Wales". John G. B. Haigh, M.A. 

This syllabus was the responsibility of Mr. A. M. Thomas, the Honorary 
Lectures Secretary, but many of the preliminary arrangements were the 
work of his predecessor, Miss E. M. Briggs. It is appropriate to thank 
them both for arranging a fine syllabus and for cooperating so effectively 
that the transfer of office could take plate without any apparent difficulty. 



Once again Miss M. Lister, B.D., the Honorary Excursions Secretary, 
arranged a series of excursions for the Summer Session which attracted 
a high level of bookings and which were enjoyed by all those who attended 

May 7 Halifax Church; Hartshead Church. (50 members attended). 
May 10 Townend, Troutbeck; Abbott Hall Museum, Kendal. (43). 
June 4 Eldwick Hall, West Riddlesden Hall. (80). 
June 14 Tatton Park; Lyme Park. (42). 
June 25 Hazlewood Castle. (71). 
June 28 Gawthorp Hall, Burnley; Astley Hall, Chorley. (52). 
July 12 Hanlith Hall; Kirkby Malham Church; Burnsall Church and 

old Grammar School. (49). 
July 16 Helme Church and District. (51). 
Sep. 6 Southwell Minster; Thoresby Mall; Clumber Chapel. (39). 
Sep. 10 Frieston's Hospital Almshouses; Kirkthorpe Church. (54). 

The Council expresses its thanks to Miss Lister and wishes her success 
during the forthcoming year when she combines the duties of her present 
office with those of President of the Society. 

Before the start of the Summer Session of 1974, the Excursions 
Secretary's accounts showed a balance of £134.83; a total of £950.73 was 
received from members booking excursions. After expenses of £944.37 
had been met, there remained a final balance of £141.19, which was 
available to meet the early expenses of arranging the latest series of 
excursions. 

There was an additional outing on July 2nd when a party of twenty-
six members visited the Bradford Police Headquarters and Police Museum. 
The visit was arranged on an informal basis by the Honorary Secretary 
and Police Sergeant L. Greaves acted as the party's guide. If there is 
sufficient demand, it is hoped to arrange a second visit, but arrangements 
could be difficult as the Museum is proving to be a popular attraction. 

The Society has welcomed eleven new members during the past year; 
it is hoped that they will take an active and lasting interest in the affairs 
of the Society and the Council will be happy to receive any comments 
that they may wish to offer about its activities. Ten members have resigned 
from the Society and thirty-seven have been removed from membership 
after failing to communicate with the officers. We deeply regret the deaths 
of two of our members. After these changes the Society has a total of 228 
members, a decrease of thirty-eight over the past year. 

A number of documents have been received from the papers of the 
late Alderman Horace Bird. The documents have been itemised by Mr. J. 
Thornhill, the Honorary Librarian, and are now in the Society's library. 
They are all of interest to local historians and include some unusual and 
valuable maps. The Council is grateful to Alderman Hird's executors for 
preserving the documents and handing them to the Society. 

Mrs. A. B. Bailey has resigned as Honorary Publications Secretary 
and her place has been taken by Mr. W. F. Babes, B.A. The Council thanks 
Mrs. Bailey for her services during the past six years. Mr. Baines is 
enthusiastic about 'The Bradford Antiquary' and is assisting Mr. J. 
Reynolds in the preparation of the proofs for the new issue. He is also 
preparing a publicity leaflet in an attempt to encourage sales to non-
members. 



It is heartening to report that the excursions continue to be such a 
popular feature of the Society's activities, but the attendance at lectures 
is stilt well below the level that would have been expected at the Mechanics 
Institute. Every member is urged to support the Society's activities as 
much as possible and to use his spare copy of the Winter Syllabus in an 
effort to recruit new members, so that a likely decline in the level of 
membership may be averted. 

The Society is affected by inflation at least as badly as individual 
citizens; a large proportion of its funds are spent on postage and printing, 
and the cost of both items has risen sharply in recent years. It seems 
unlikely that the cost of the forthcoming issue of the 'The Bradford 
Antiquary' can be met without either assistance from outside bodies or a 
substantial rise in external sates. An early substantial rise in the annual 
subscription is now inevitable, unless there is to be a severe curtailment 
of the Society's activities. 

The Council is pleased to note the continued efforts of the officers 
to minimise the Society's expenses. All the officers put a considerable 
amount of unpaid time and effort into their various activities on the 
Society's behalf. It is only through their efforts that the Society is able 
to continue its existence and the Council is pleased to record its gratitude 
to them. 

On behalf of the Council, 

1st September, 1975. JOHN G. B. HAIGH, 

Honorary Secretary, 
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Ninety-eighth Annual Report, 1976 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
has pleasure in presenting its ninety-eight annual report for the year 
ending 31st August, 1976. 

The ninety-seventh Annual General Meeting of the Society was held 
in Bradford on Wednesday, 29th October, 1975. The retiring President. 
Mr. P. S. Bentham, took the Chair and introduced his successor, Miss M. 
Lister, B.D. Miss Lister is well known to all our members through her 
long and excellent service to the Society as Honorary Excursions Secretary, 
and she continues to hold that office jointly with that of President. As 
she commented upon taking office, it seems appropriate that she should 
be elected President for International Women's year. Having received her 
insignia of office and having thanked Mr. Bentham for his service during 
the previous two years, Miss Lister took the Chair for the remainder of 
the meeting. 

Having kindly offered to serve for a further year, Mr. G. Dyson was 
duty re-elected as Honorary Auditor. As only eleven nominations had 
been received for Council, the following members were declared elected 
without a ballot Mrs. A. E. Bailey, Mrs. P. S. Bentham, Mrs. K. Dyson, 
Mr. C. A. Lodge, the Revd. D. A. Milner, Mrs. W. W. Petts, Mr. J. S. 
Roberts, Mr. H. A. Sissling, Mrs. H. A. Sissting,, Mr. P. Sutcliffe and 
Miss W. M. Verity. 

Finally, on the recommendation of Council, Mrs. I. Holgate was 
elected to Honorary Membership of the Society. Mrs. Holgate was a 
farmer President of the Society and will be remembered by many members 
for the enthusiasm and efficiency with which she organised the Society's 
library, in the days when meetings were held in the Mechanics Institute 
It was with particular regret that the Council received newt of Mrs. 
Holgate's death early in May, so short a time after she had become an 
Honorary Member of the Society. Mrs. Holgate had been in poor health 
for some time and, although she continued to take a close interest in the 
affairs of the Society, she had been unable to take part in its activities. 
Besides her work for the Society, Mrs. Holgate was well-known for her 
interest in Haworth and the Bronte family. 

During the course of the year, Mr. Milner resigned from the Council. 
There were then two vacancies on the Council and Mrs. M. Bishop and 
Mr. E. Gill were invited to fill them as co-opted members. 

For the first time, Mr. A. M. Thomas, the Honorary Lectures Secretary, 
was solely responsible for organising the Winter Session and the Council 
thanks him for arranging the following excellent syllabus of lectures: 

1975 
Oct. 15 "History in Turkey". John La Page, F.S.A., F.R.G.S. F.R.Hist.5. 
Oct. 29 Annual General Meeting and "Halifax in the 18th and 19th 

Centuries". Edwin Mitchell 
Nov. 12 Presidential Address: "Wandering in the Cotswolds". 

Miss M. Lister, B.D. 
Nov. 26 "Cambridge and its Colleges". F. H. Voigt, M.A. 
Dec. 10 "Shoddy and its History". N. Bromley, B.Sc. 



1976 
Jan. 7 "The Area around Whetley Hill". J. S. Nicholson, M.B.E., M.A. 
Jan. 21 "Life in the Washburn Valley from 1798 to the Present Day". 

R. L. Harrison 
Feb. 4 "Tong Street and the Origins of Bradford". D. Haigh, M.A. 
Feb. 18 "Lesser known London, Part 2". H. M. Fairburn 
Mar. 3 "Exploring the Past". John Lidster 
Mar. 17 Members' evening. 
Mar. 31 "English Pottery". M. R. Parkinson 
The last lecture was to a joint meeting with the Chancing Society and 
was held in the hall of the Bradford Unitarian Church. Mr. Parkinson 
no longer lives in Bradford, but he was formerly a member of the church 
and retains his membership of our Society. The meeting was greatly 
appreciated by the large number who attended and we are grateful to the 
Revd. A. B. Downing for inviting our Society to participate. It was hoped 
to hold a similar meeting during the forthcoming year, but circumstances 
have forced a change in the arrangements. 

It was somewhat disappointing that all the contributors to the members' 
evening were members of the Council. The aim of these occasions is to 
allow more recent members to become known to the Society. Five short 
talks were presented by Mrs. P. S. Bentham, Miss M. Lister, Mrs. M. 
Bishop, Mr. J. G. B. Haigh and Mr. J. Thornhill. It was generally agreed 
that the meeting had proved to be a stimulating one, and the Council is 
grateful to the five speakers for their effort. 

Miss M. Lister, B.D., in her capacity of Honorary Excursions Secretary, 
was again responsible for arranging an excellent summer syllabus. Present 
conditions make it increasingly difficult to provide satisfactory arrangements 
for excursions and the Society is continually indebted to Miss Lister for 
maintaining her high standards. The syllabus for the past summer was: 
May I Stapleford Park and Church; Old Manor House, Allington. 
May II Ordsall Hall and Peel Park Museums, Salford. 
June 9 Headlands Hall, Liversedge; Spent Hall; Gomersal. 
June 19 Brandsby Hall and Church; Shandy Hall and Coxwold Church. 
June 26 Moravian Settlement, Ockbrook; Kedleston Hall; Derby 

Cathedral. 
July 7 Stockeld Park, Wetherby. 
July 10 Ripon Cathedral; Fountains Hall; Ripley Castle. 
Sept. II Gawsworth Hall; Blithfield Hall and Church. 
Sept. 15 Come Valley Museum, Golcar. 

At the end of the 1974 excursions there was a balance of £141.19 in 
the Excursions Secretary's accounts. During the Summer Session of 1975 
Miss Lister received a total of £965.33 in members' booking fees. Alter 
meeting expenses of £1017.95 there remained a balance of £88.57. This 
loss of £52.62 in the excursions accounts once again illustrates the difficulties 
of running the Society during times of inflation. 

During the past year thihteen new members have joined the Society; 
we welcome them and hope that they will find a lasting interest in the 
activities of the Society. We regret to announce the deaths of six of our 
members, including that of Mrs. Holgate noted in an earlier paragraph; 
these include some of our oldest and most loyal members. In addition, 
four of our members have resigned and forty-five have been removed from 
membership after failing to communicate with the Society. Alter these 
changes, the membership figure stands at a total of 186. The net loss of 
forty-two members may appear to be rather startling, but it was an 
expected result of the move to Bradford Central Library. We have now 
to set about rebuilding our membership; we hope that everyone will 
assist in this task by bringing out syllabuses to the attention of as many 
interested persons as possible. 



Mr. A. E. Bailey has resigned as Honorary Projectionist after thirteen 
years of excellent service in that office. The work of the Projectionist is 
not limited to the duration of lectures, but requires the correct maintenance 
of projector and screen at all times and their setting up prior to the 
commencement of meetings. As a mark of gratitude, the Council has elected 
Mr. Bailey a Vice-President of the Society in order that he may continue 
to offer us his advice. We are fortunate that Mr. E. Gill has offered, and 
been duly elected, to serve as Mr. Bailey's successor. It is also hoped that 
he will be assisted by Mr. C. A. Lodge, and we express our thanks to 
both Mr. Gill and Mr. Lodge. 

Unexpected delays have occurred in the publication of Part XLVI of 
"The Bradford Antiquary", and we apologise to all our members who 
have been awaiting its appearance during the past year. The final proofs 
have now been read and we trust that publication cannot now be much 
delayed. During the final stages of preparation for the issue Mr. I. Reynolds, 
the Honorary Editor, has received considerable assistance from Mr. W. 
F. Baines, the Honorary Publications Secretary. In recognition of this 
assistance, it has been agreed that Mr. Baines should be allowed to use 
the title of Honorary Editor jointly with Mr. Reynolds. 

The Society offers its congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Shaw, 
who celebrated their golden wedding anniversary earlier in the year. They 
are both old and respected members of the Society; Mr. Shaw is a Vice-
President and has previously been in succession Honorary Excursions 
Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and President. Unhappily Mr. and 
Mrs. Shaw have both been ill in recent months, but we wish them swift 
and complete recovery and future happiness. 

The Council is grateful to Mr. J. Thornhill, the Honorary Librarian, 
for his continued and efficient management of the Society's books. During 
the past year eighteen members have borrowed a total of 95 items. This 
does not represent a very great use of the library and Mr. Thornhill would 
like more members to take an interest in it. The library is housed in a 
store room close to our meeting room; it is open to members for some 
time before and immediately after lectures. The Library Sub-Committee 
has selected several new volumes of local interest for purchase by the 
Society; the book stock has been further augmented by Mr. J. S. Roberts' 
generous donation of six volumes from the series "Buildings of England". 
Appreciation mutt be expressed to Miss E. M. Wilmott, who has acted at 
unpaid professional adviser on library affairs. 

During the summer of 1978 the Society will celebrate the centenary 
of its foundation. The Council is already considering suitable ways to 
mark that signal event, and individual officers are making preliminary 
preparations for a series of special activities, among which it is hoped 
to include lectures, excursions and publications. We would be pleased 
to hear from any member who feels that he is able to make some 
contribution to the celebrations and we hope that all our members will 
tend their wholehearted suppo-t. 

Finally tribute should be paid to all the officers for their continued 
efforts in organising the Societies activities, and it should be extended to 
those members who offer particular assistance to the officers. The pressures 
of modem life make it increasingly difficult to run a society like ours; we 
feet that the officers should be congratulated on their success in maintaining 
the quality of the Society's activities. 

I Itt September, 1976 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN G. B. HAIGH, 

Honorary Secretary. 
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The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of the history 
of Bradford and the surrounding district. Activities of the Society include-

1. Lectures which are held fortnightly during autumn and winter on 
Wednesdays in the Meeting Rooms of the Central Library, Princes 
Way, Bradford beginning at 7-15 p.m. 

2. Excursions during the spring and summer to places of historical 
or archaeological interest. 

3. The publication from time to time of The Bradford Antiquary. 

4. The maintenance of a library of local material, which is available 
for members' use. 

Annual subscriptions are—. 

(a) For members over the age of IS: £2. 

(b) For members under the age of 18, or receiving full-time education, 
or in the family of a member paying the full rate, £1. 

Members not in arrear with their subscription are entitled to a free copy 
of The Bradford Antiquary on publication. Subscriptions are due in advance 
on 1st October each year. Members joining between 31st March and 30th 
September pay one half of she annual subscription for the first year. Those 
who at-- two years in arrear with their subscription forfeit membership. 

Inquiries about the Society may be directed to the Honorary Secretary. 
Anyone wishing to become a member is invited to send his or her subscrip-
tion direct to the Honorary Treasurer, who will submit his or her name to 
the Council of the Society. 

Certain back numbers of the Society's journal, The Bradford Antiquary, 
are available for purchase by members and others. Inquiries about these and 
their price should be made to the Honorary Publications Secretary, Mr. W. 
F. Baines, 220 Keighley Road, Bradford 9. 
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One Hundred and Fourth Annual Report 1982 

The Council of the Society has pleasure in presenting its one hundred 
and fourth Annual Report for the year ended 31st August, 1982. 

The Society's year began on Wednesday, 30th September, 1981 with 
the biennial Dinner, held at the Connaught Rooms, Bradford. At this 
function, the retiring President, Miss E. C. L Stewart, MA., welcomed 
members and guests, and formally invested her successor as President, 
Mr. John Thornhill. In his response Mr. Thornhill thanked Miss Stewart 
and the Society for the confidence shown by conferring the Presidency 
upon him and spoke of his hopes for the Society during his term of office. 

The one hundred and third Annual General Meeting was held on 
Wednesday, 28th October, 1981 in the Central Library, Bradford. The 
President, Mr. John Thornhill was in the Chair. He welcomed those 
present, and thanked the Officers and the members of the retiring Council 
for their work during the year. He spoke of the possibility of a move 
from the Central Library to the Connaught Rooms for the winter lectures. 
He asked for the views of the members and discussion took place, fifteen 
members indicating their preference for the present meeting place. The 
matter has been discussed by the Council and is still under consideration 
by it. 

The Council noted with regret, the death during the year of Mr. John 
La Page, upon whom honorary life membership was conferred last year. 

The following Members were elected to the Council for one year:— 
Mrs. P. S. Bentham, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Sissling, Mrs. K. Dyson, Mrs. W. 
M. Petta, Mrs. M. Mitchell, Mrs. D. Griffiths and Mr. T. A. Crofts. 
The Council was pleased to appoint as honorary Treasurer, Miss A. 
Hopwood and has appointed Mr. T. A. Crofts as assistant Treasurer. 
The Council's thanks are given to Miss E. C. 1. Stewart, who alter over 
ten years as Treasurer continued in that office for the past twelve months 
during a difficult period. The Meeting confirmed the re—appointment as 
Auditor of Mr. M. Smithies, F.C.A. 

The Council is grateful to its honorary Lectures Secretary, Mr. A. 
M. Thomas, for arranging the following programme of lectures for the 
winter months: -

1981 

Oct. 14 Presidential Address, 
"Over the sands of Morecambe Bay", J. Thornhill 

Oct. 28 Annual General Meeting; followed by lecture 
"Antiquarian Weekends". Miss M. Lister, BD 

Nov. 11 "Population and Public Health in Bradford 1780-1920". 
• J. S. Roberts, M.Sc., MIMM. 
Nov. 25 'The Work of the West Yorkshire County Records Office". 

Mrs. B. K. Berry, MA 
Dec. 9 "A Cotswold Miscellany". J. Thornhill 
1982 
Jan. 6 "Smithy Brook survey - the story of a valley". 

Mrs. J. Thornes, BA 
Jan. 20 "Church and Inn through the Ages". K. F. Day, AIB 



Feb. 3 "19th Century elementary education in the Spin Valley". 
J. W. Moulds 

Feb. 17 of the Industrial Revolution". 
J. H. Ayers, ARIBA, MICE, A1tIŒ 

Mar. 3 "East Bowling in the past". 
Members of the East Bowling History Workshop 

Mar. 17 "Ripon Cathedral". S. A. Harrison 

The excursions in the summer of 1982 were as always very popular 
and were as follows: -  (attendances in parentheses) 
Apr. 8 Thornton Hall; 
May S Thornton Hall, 2 visits. (78). - 

May 19 Ribston Hall, Wetherby. (43). 
May 22 Port Sunlight. (51). 
June 9 Goldsborough Hall and Church. (53). 
June 26 Beverley. (34). 
July 7 The Old Grammar School Museum, Heptonstall and 

Walklcy'i Clog Factory, Hebden Bridge, (42). 
July 10 Lampert Hall and Kelmarsh Hall. (32+3 guests). 
Aug. 4 Lawkland Hall, Austwick and Slaidbum Church. (53). 
Aug. 18 Brambam Park. (51). 
Sept. 11 Heaton Hall, Prestwich; Bowden Church and 

Dunham Massey Hall. (45). 

A weekend in the Cotswolds seems to be an established feature of 
the excursion programme, and once again a party of members and friends 
enjoyed a weekend in that pleasant part of the country. The visit was 
made over the weekend of 7-10 May, and a party of twenty-three travelled 
to Cirencester to stay at the Stratton House Hotel. En route a stop was made 
in Warwick for lunch and in Tewkesbury for tea, where there was an 
opportunity to visit the Abbey. 

A full programme had been arranged and visits were made to the 
churches at Meysey Hampton, Swinbrook and Berkeley; to the Benedictine 
Abbey of Prinknash and to Blenheim Palace, Sezincote House, Foxcote 
House, and Berkeley Castle. There was also a guided tour, on foot, of 
Cirencester, led by Mr. G. P. Jackson and members of Cireotester Civic 
Society. A number of other well-known Cotswold villages were also 
visited during the weekend. 

In some cases, the owners of houses visited by the Society and not 
usually open to the public do not make any charge for admission, but 
ask that a donation in lieu be made to a charity or similar good cause. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dent, owners of Ribston Hall, visited on 19th May, did so 
request, and a donation of £20 was made to the South Atlantic Relief Fund. 

We are grateful to all those whose interest and co-operation- made 
these visits possible, and not least to Miss Mary Lister, the Society's 
Excursions Secretary, for so ably and indefatiguably arranging them., 

At the commencement of bookings for the 1981 excursions there 
was a balance of £88.54 in the excursions amount. Receipts during the 
year amounted to £5,656.10 and the expenses to £5,383.63. The sum of 

72.47 was carried forward to the 1982 season. 

The Society is grateful to Mr. J. Fieldhouse for his work as its 
honorary Editor. He and the Editorial Committee have done much 
preparatory work towards the publication of the next issue of "The 
Antiquary". It is hoped that this issue will be available in October; 

The Society's Library has continued in its work, in the care of the 
honorary Librarian, Mr. F. Metcalfe. The new system for issuing books, 
which was introduced at the beginning of the year has proved wry 



successful and has contributed greatly to the smooth running of the 
Library. A catalogue of publications held in the Library has been 
prepared and copies will be available to members during the coming 
autumn session. 

The Council thanks Mr. Metcalfe for his work in administering this 
branch of the Society's activities and records its thanks also to Miss Lister, 
Miss R. Famish and Miss A. Hopwood who have assisted with the 
preparation of the catalogue, and to Miss E. M. Willmott of the Central 
Library staff for her professional assistance and advice. 

Membership of the Society now stands at one hundred and eighty 
two; seven members having been lost by reason of death, resignation 
or non—payment of subscriptions. The newly—appointed assistant Treasurer. 
Mr. Crofts, is to assist Miss Hopwood with the maintenance of 
membership records. 

In conclusion, the Council wishes to express its thanks to all the 
Officers and members who in particular capacities or in general have 
assisted in the smooth running of the Society's affairs. It is hoped that 
the coming year will see a continuance of that support and interest. 

On behalf of the Council, 

Bradford, 1st September, 1982 C. R. WILSON, 

Hon. Secretary. 





MID—VICrORIAN BRADFORD: 1850-1880 

By D. G. WRIGHT, BA., Ph.D. 

Historians of nineteenth-century England have long made a sharp 
distinction between the first forty years of the century and the decades 
1850 to 1880. While the earlier period is described in such phrases as 
'the years of distress and discontent'. 'the bleak age' and the 'age of 
the Chartists', not least by J. L. Hammond, a distinguished product of 
Bradford Grammar School, the years after 1851 and the Great Exhibition 
are depicted as a time of 'the balance of interests', 'the age of equipoise' 
'the boom decades'.' The doyen of historians of Victorian England 
tells us that 'the years before 1850 supplied a contrast to the secure 
opulence and peace of what came after . . it might be said that to a 
dangerous night and stormy morning had succeeded an afternoon 
which was sunlit and serene'.' 

Nowhere was the contrast more apparent than in attitudes to the 
new industrial cities. It was was during the 1850s that there appeared 'the 
gospel of civic pride', a reflection of 'the self—assurance of the city's 
spokesmen' through the mid—Victorian years, with its rejection of rural 
hierarchy and paternalism and its emphasis on 'freedom of thought, of 
labour, of sale and exchange', which, in the words of Joseph Cowen, 
'furnishes as stable a fabric of social happiness and national grandeur 
as the world has ever seen.'3 It has been pointed out how, in the second 
half of the century, the industrial north assumed a more genial 
countenance. The towns of Lancashire and the West Riding in particular 
seemed to provide evidence of the benevolent march of progress, with 
their institutions based on self—help, sobriety and religious dissent, 
evidence which sustained the optimism of thinkers in the 1870s like 
Alfred Marshall and T. H. Green, who rejected the fatalism of Ricardian 
economics in favour of a belief in 'a moralized capitalism through which 
the highest potentialities of mankind were to be developed.'4 

Bradford was an outstanding example of this transition from danger 
and storm to sunlight, from pessimism to optimism. The 'storms' in 
Bradford before 1850 are relatively well-known: the Factory Movement, 
the Anti-Poor Law campaign, Chartism, the aeitation over the Corn 
Laws and penalties on Dissenters. It was a time when what Harold Perkin 
has called 'the entrepreneurial ideal', with its faith in equality of 
opportunity and the free market, was struggling to establish itself 
against a succession of trade depressions, the forces of tradition, agrarian 
values. Anglicanism, and a comparatively well—organised working 
class.' In Bradford the storm began to move towards a climax after 
the depression of 1847 when the wages of handloom weavers had sunk 
to seven or eight shillings, and when over five thousand families in the 
district had to be assisted by poor relief and private charity. The climax 
itself came in the spring of 1848 when Bradford 'was perhaps the 
outstanding centre of physical force [Chartism] in England', as police 
and special constables, hussars and dragoons, having transformed the 
town into an armed camp, advanced up Manchester Road to do bloody 
and prolonged battle with the Chartist enemy in Adelaide Street.6 
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By the early 1850s the sun seemed to be breaking through, 
generating a mood of growing pride and self—confidence among the 
inhabitants which was to last until the 1880s and the 'Great Depression'. 
More mills were built, the tightly-packed, higgledy—piggledy old town 
was demolished and replaced by a new Victorian city which lasted 
for over a century before being bull—dozed by planners and developers 
to make way for the present city. It was during the 1850s and 1860s 
that there appeared the new Exchange. St. George's Hall, the Victoria 
Hotel the impressive Italianate warehouses in the Leeds Road area, 
and numbers of distinguished churches and grandiose chapels. 

A confident expansionary mood was clearly visible in 1859, when 
the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, under 
the presidency of Lord Shaftesbury, held its third annual meeting in 
what was still regarded as a frontier city, a kind of experimental 
laboratory of the new industrial England. Members of the Association 
were treated to an 'introductory address' by the Rev. Joshua Fawcett. 
Vicar of Wibsey Low Moor and son of Richard Fawcett, the 
acknowledged father of the local worsted industry. Embarking upon 
a public relations exercise, Fawcett echoed the pride of many of his 
fellow—citizens in what was now, with a population of 106,000, the ninth 
lareet town in the country and the fastest growing industrial borough in 
the first half of the nineteenth century when he said 

I would only further remark that the present magnificent gathering 
of the friends of social science proves the wonderful rise and growth 
of this my native town. A few years ago, and the largest gathering 
would be that of a few friends over a cup of tea, or a few 
manufacturers over their market dinner. - . To anyone conversant 
with Bradford forty years ago, the most strikirm changes have 
taken place in its general appearance and inhabitants. As to its 
appearance, houses and streets occupy the sites of verdant fields and 
fruitful gardens and purling trout streams; and as to its population, 
the natives form but a very fractional part of the whole community.7 

With the mid—Victorian fondness for hard statistics, Fawcett reeled 
off figures to illustrate the extraordinary growth of the borough: how 
the population had increased from 13,264 in 1801 to 103,786 in 1851; 
the number of mills from one in 1801 with only fifteen h.p. to 129 in 1850 
with 2.972kv.: how 21,121,280 lbs. of wool were consumed in 1850, 
arainst only 1,633,920 in 1801; how the two churches and four Dissenting 
chapels of 1801 had increased to 54 in 1851. Even the number of gas 
lamps had increased from 168 in 1828 to 1,644 in 1859. 

After outlining the various factors contributing to Bradford's growth, 
including liberal resources of stone, iron, coal and suitable water, 
Fawcett concluded: 

But to all these must be added that enlightened and no less daring 
spirit of enterprise which has been manifested of late years by 
individuals whom it would be invidious to others to select and name. 
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Local members of the audience felt justified in basking in the warm 
atmosphere of self-congratulation. By 1860 almost the whole of Britain's 
worsted industry was concentrated in an area of the West Riding covering 
Leeds. Bradford, Halifax and Huddersfield, and within this area 
Bradford had replaced Halifax as 'the principal seat and emporium of 
the worsted manufacture', to quote an 1861 directory, which continued: 

during the fifteen years before 1860 there have been the formation 
of new streets and the erection of houses, shops, factories and neat 
suburban villas in constant progress on all sides of the town.8 

John James, the leading local historian, referred to the new merchants' 
and manufacturers' warehouses 'which may vie in external architecture 
with the most splendid of their kind in the kingdom'.' The fact that 
Titus Salt. Bradford's most prosperous and beloved textile magnate. 
elected M.P. for the borough in April, had only a month before the 
Social Science meeting taken up residence at Methley Park, former home 
of the Earls of Mexborough, seemed tangible confirmation of the new 
wealth of the worsted industry.'0 At a time when, economic historians 
tell us, 'almost all sections of the articulate community were able to show 
substantial gains', the propertied classes in Bradford appeared to be 
getting their full share." 

The year 1859 can be seen as much as a turning point in the evolution 
of Bradford as the beginning of the decade. The long drawn-out and 
irregular process by which the domestic system was replaced by the 
factories was now complete. By 1860 hand-spinning, hand-weaving and 
hand-combing were extinct in the worsted industry. Eight years later a 
local poet lamented: 

The donkey' death-bray for the comber is gone, 
And the old pot-of-four, once a-glow. 
Is extinct - gone to pot, the strong padpost pulled down, 
And the comb-shop is desolate now. 12 

Avoiding such sentimentality, manufacturers and merchants regarded 
the future of the industry, on its new foundation of the factory system, 
with equanimity and confidence. Middle-class capitalist values of 
self-help, the gospel of work and the economic theory of competition 
and free trade had brought prosperity in the past and would no doubt do 
so in the future.'3 

Of course, things were not quite as cosy as they were made to seem 
for the benefit of the visitors in 1859. Rumblings from within, from 
below and from outside could not be completely silenced. From below, 
a local working-class journal complained in 1858: 

Bradford presents an exemplification of the two extremes of 
prosperity and adversity . . . The competition alluded to has led to 
a general reduction of wages from time to time: and whatever may 
be the grandeur displayed in our main streets, a visit to the dwellings 
of the working classes would soon dispel the illusion concerning our 
vaunted prosperity . . . What a sad picture! The good old 'live and 
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let live' manufacturers are driven from the field, and replaced 
by sharp practitioners who drive on a reckless trade, and spread 
ruin all around them and, like other reckless gamblers, the more 
desperate the circumstances, the greater show they make to keep 
up appearances . in the erection of gaudy warehouses. 

The attack was kept up from within by Richard Oastler, the inveterate 
opponent of Bradtord millowners, in one of his last pamphlets: 

No, there are still many, very many, who have no faith in that 
great idol Free-Trade, moulded in Manchester and electro-plated 
in Birmingham! 

An assault from outside came in 1864 when, having been invited by the 
leading citizens to say a few words about the new Exchange they were 
building. John Ruskin vigorously bearded the Philistines in their 
stronghold: 

In a word, then. I do not care about the new Exchange - because 
you don't; and because you know perfectly well 1 cannot make 
you.., You are going to spend £30,000, which to you collectively 
is nothing; the buying of a new coat is, as to the cost of it, a much 
more important matter of consideration to me, than building a new 
Exchange is to you. . . Continue to make that forbidden deity ('this 
idol of riches') your principal one, and soon no more art, no more 
science, no more pleasure will be possible. Catastrophe will come; 
or, worse than catastrophe, slow mouldering and withering into 
Hades.'° 

Chartism and the economic crises of the 1840s had left a legacy of 
social conscience among some of the leading members of the town, 
especially young and rising men like J. V. Godwin and W. E. Forster, 
both of whom had spoken, although in a careful and qualified tone, from 
Chartist platforms. Their message was that Bradford's problems were akin 
to a deep-seated disease - an appropriate simile when one considers that 
the cholera epidemic of 1848-49 killed 480 in Bradford. Such a disease 
could not be eradicated simply by political changes. Energies would be 
better directed towards education and morals, and the problems 
created by too much drink and too few drains. Not that the politicians 
themselves had much to be proud of, for their campaigns often brought 
out the less desirable aspects of human nature. Both municipal and 
parliamentary elections, those licensed Saturnalia of Victorian England, 
were in Bradford as elsewhere tainted with wholesale treating, 
drunkenness and mindless violence. The Bradford Observer claimed 
that at the 1848 municipal elections one met a drunken man every 
fifty yards.'5 

After the incorporation of the borough in 1847, great hopes were 
held that municipal reform would solve some of these problems, despite 
the opposition of vested interests and the fears of small tradesmen and 
shopkeepers. The Improvement Act of 1850, which enlarged the powers 
of the corporation, was strongly resisted by inhabitants of the townships 
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of Great Horton and Manningham who had no wish to be 'improved' if 
it meant having to pay rates. 16 However, the corporation refused to 
remain inactive during the 1850s. Planning permission allowed a building 
boom to take place between 1851 and 1853, which produced 2,780 
houses, 79 mills and warehouses. 17 churches, chapels and schools, over 
100 shops and 515 miscellaneous buildings. Although smoke control, 
sewage and health legislation made little progress before the 1860s, two 
new cemeteries were opened in 1854 and 1857; and while vested interests 
and dubious political considerations prevented the introduction of an 
adequate water supply, streets were widened and obstructive buildings 
demolished every year. Certainly Bradford's municipal record in the 
1850s was better than those, for example, of Sheffield and Birmingham. 

These reforms did not satisfy everyone, however; least of all Titus 
Salt, who put forward his own personal solution to the council's problems. 
His move to Saltaire, the opening of the giant mill in 1853, and the 
building of the model village over the next twenty years, were undertaken 
from two interlinking motives. One was clearly economic: to concentrate 
his plant (he had four mills in Bradford), his transport and his water 
supply. The other was social, although of course, sober (and presumably 
happy) workmen were a valuable economic asset. Not only the living 
standards, but also the morals of his workmen would be improved by 
removing them from the steamy environment of Union Street and the 
lower reaches of Manchester Road, with its multifarious temptations, 
and transporting them to a rural environment by the River Aire and 
Shipley Glen. No wonder Salt was praised by Charles Dickens in 
Household ll/ords for epitomizing the social values of the time. He was 
also eulogized in a local song: 

He hath built up a palace to Labour, 
Will equal the Caesars of old; 
The Church and the School and the Cottage, 
And lavished his thousands of gold; 
Where the workmen may live and be happy. 
Enjoying the fruits of his hand. 
Surrounded with comfort and plenty. 
Secure as a peer of the land.'7 

Salt was shocked by sin. He was Mayor of the borough from 1847 
to 1848 and had, as a magistrate, been horrified by an incest case and 
consequently inspired the establishment of an investigating committee 
into the morals of the town, which turned out in practice to be an 
inquiry into the morals of the working classes. It found plenty to shake 
Salt's sensibilities even further, from bone—shattering violence and raw 
prostitution, often of young children, to 'salacious literature' and 'every 
variety of public indecency!'8 The committee's recommended solutions 
included the earlier closing of shops and beerhouses, many of the latter 
having become places of ill—repute. Neither proposal could gain much 
support from the working class. Better housing, though not higher rents, 
were more likely to obtain working-class approval, though in the event 
by—laws to prevent the building of back—to—back houses were always 
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evaded. Another suggestion was the building of a large music hail for 
'wholesome' entertainment, much 'unwholesome' entertainment being 
provided on makeshift stages in the beerhouses mentioned earlier. But the 
hope that the working classes would attend cheap but uplifting concerts, 
a motive for the building of St. George's Hall, proved a dismal failure.'9 
Encouragement for the development of building societies and temperance 
associations was more rewarding, though they remained the concern 
of minorities.20 

No amount of publicity turned out by the new élite could prevent 
outside observers being constantly impressed by the extreme contrasts 
between wealth and poverty in the town. In December 1849 a touring 
reporter for the London Morning Chronicle wrote of Bradford in a 
series on the industrial poor of England: 

We proceeded first to see some of the low Irish haunts. As usual, 
the great majority of the adults are hawkers, but a few of tnem 
are woolcombers. Rags, and in some cases brushes, form the staple 
of their trades ... the average earnings of the hawkers they stated 
as is. to Is. 6d. a day. Their houses always consisted of a single 
room - generally a cellar - a low, dark, foul—smelling place with 
rough stools and a broken table or so lying about; coarse crockery, 
either unwashed or full of dirty water; knives without handles, and 
forks with broken prongs; bits of loaves smeared over by dirty 
hands; bundles of rags, buckets of slops, and unmade beds huddled 
on the stone or earthen floors in corners.2' 

Edward Collinson, in 1852, complained that the lower orders had 
'so ignorant and narrow a view of things' that they rejected the honest 
and respectable values of sobriety, hard work, cleanliness, chastity 
and table manners. He continued: 

Let the reader visit, as the writer has done, the squalid and dense 
districts of Broomfields, Milbank and Silsbridge Lane with the 
hundred alleys, thoroughfares, and streets branching from it, and 
visit the thickly—populated parts of White Abbey and Black Abbey, 
of Wapping and New Leeds - and he cannot fail to be disgusted, 
or moved to compassion, to witness so many thousands of human 
beings, immersed in ignorance the most stolid, wretchedness the 
most abject, brutality the most debasing, habits of filth the most 
nauseous, and tastes below the average condition of animal instinct 
and gratification. 

The agonizing plight of the hand-weavers and combers, exacerbated 
by the flood of immigrants from Ireland, meant that at the base of the 
ostensibly prosperous Bradford of the 1850s and 1860s there existed a 
substantial pool of grinding poverty and degradation which was often. 
alleged James Burnley in 1871, put out of sight and out of mind by 
the 'respectable' sections of the community.22 Despite prohibitive 
by-laws, speculators continued to build insanitary back-to-back houses, 
which were described by James Hanson, a noted educationalist and 
editor of the Bradford Review, as 'sources of disease, death, impurity 
and immorality to the people of this district.'23 
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As late as 1865 conditions in the worst districts of Bradford 
remained horrifying. In that year Dr. Bell, a Poor Law physician in these 
areas of the town issued a report for the government Board of Health?' 
The report was passed on to Karl Marx by German merchants and it 
appears in Das Ks pita! as evidence of the 'relative surplus population' 
who were 'degraded whilst the mildly Liberal Forster M.P. sheds tears 
over the blessings of free trade, and the profits of the eminent men of 
Bradford who deal in worsted'.25 Dr. Bell pointed out that the death rate 
in Bradford was 38 per cent above the national average, and continued: 

It is well known to those whom duty calls to the bedside of the 
poor, that there are many parts of the town which are by no means 
satisfactory in their condition; the houses are overcrowded, drains 
are stopped, sewerage flows down the streets, ashpits and privies 
are neglected, and abominations of the worst description, offensive 
to the senses, abound on every side, . . neighbourhoods into which 
gentlemen seldom penetrate. 

Vincent Street, Green Aire Place and The Leys were three streets 
off Silsbridge Lane (now Grattan Road) in the Irish quarter of the town. 
They contained 223 houses. 1,450 inhabitants, 435 beds and 36 privies. 
In these three streets the average number of people to a house was 6.2, 
5.7 and 9.5. Eighty—two houses had more than one family, 13 (mostly 
two—roomed) had more than two families; 30 houses had between 10 and 
22 persons in each. One house, of two small rooms, contained ten people: 

In front of the house at the time of my visit, the drain was stopped 
and overflowing the yard with sewerage; and abutting against the 
house, at right angles to the windows, are two privies without doors, 
in the most filthy condition, for the convenience of eighty persons. 

Privies averaged one to every forty persons, some being for the use of 
nearly a hundred: 

Many of them are in a dreadfully neglected and unapproachable 
condition: and, if anything can be worse than this, there are 
inhabited houses without any convenience of this kind - ashes and 
all impurities are thrown on the footpath, and allowed to accumulate 
within three yards of the door. 

Beds contained, on average, 3.3 persons, some sleeping five or six; 
many people had no beds at all, and slept fully clothed on bare boards. 
Dr. Bell commented ominously: 

I need hardly say that many of these dwellings are dark, damp, dirty, 
stinking holes, utterly unfit for human habitations; they are the 
centres from which disease and death are distributed amongst those 
in better circumstances, who have allowed them thus to fester in 
our midst. 

He supported this argument with mortality figures for 1865, when the 
average mortality for England was 21.8 per thousand. For Bradford as a 
whole it was 29.1, but in these streets it was 54.1 and in the Leys a 
terrifying 67.3. Whereas general mortality for typhus and typhoid was 
12 per cent, in these streets it was almost 50 per cent. 
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No doubt to many of Bradford's more prosperous citizens it seemed 
that Dr. Bell was visiting unknown territory - 'darkest Bradford'. 
Since 1850 there had been an increasing tendency for the poorer classes 
to become differentiated from their wealthier fellow citizens by physical 
isolation, as well as by income, dress, speech, education and habits, 
though this process did not go as far in Bradford as it did in other 
industrial towns, until after the Great War.26 Few working men 
possessed the inititive of Robert Milligan, extolled by the Bradford 
Observer in 1862 as the 'representative man' of the time. A dour and 
taciturn immigrant Scot. Milligan began his working life as a shopkeeper 
and travelling draper, before forming a profitable merehanting 
partnership with Henry Forbes and becoming Bradford's first mayor in 
1847 and first Nonconformist M.P. in 1851. According to the 
Bradford Observer: 

Trained up from his youth in habits of industry and economy 
from the first he became noted for integrity, industry, perseverance 
and economy. Careful and prudent in the management of his 
business, he gradually acquired wealth, influence and reputation 
Mr. Milligan was in more respects than one a representative man. 
He represented the prudential North Countryman, who builds his 
success on unremitting diligence in business, and circumspection in 
walk, life and conversation.27 

If few of the Irish poor had either the chance or the inclination to 
adont the prudence and diligence of Milligan. there were many others 
willing to tread the paths of hard work and virtue in order to rise in the 
social scale and gain some 'influence', however limited. This applied not 
only to the increasing number of clerks and office workers, but also to 
those who were being referred to in mid—century as the 'aristocracy of 
labour': the new groups of skilled labourers, the craftsmen who longed 
for security, status and, above all. 'respectability'.28 These were the men 
who used the Irish as a negative reference group against whom and whose 
values they could measure themselves.29 They were the men who formed 
the backbone of popular Liberalism after l867.° 

In Bradford the consciousness of the division between the skilled 
and the unskilled, a social as well as an economic cleavage, was 
particularly strong. In his prize—winning essay in 1858. Malcolm Ross, a 
lithographic printer and enthusiast for popular Liberalism, observed: 

the mass of the population may be identified into two distinct heads, 
viz. : - the sober and the dissipated classes . . . the influence of our 
modern commercial system on social life, has greatly increased 
the number of the former class.31 

A few years later the Bradford Observer wrote: 

There is a schism among the unenfranchised - a schism which, 
although inarticulate, is beyond the hope of immediate reconciliation. 
The hewers of wood and drawers of water are widely separated in 
sentiment and interest from the educated, intelligent, and not 
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unfrequently refined fellow labourer, who is as certain of bettering 
his condition as the ignorant and immoral are for ever floundering 
in the mire, although men and gods decreed that they should rise." 

The large proportion of women in the Bradford worsted industry, which 
led to an increase in unskilled and low-paid labour, rendered the 
aristocracy of male workers more prominent. Men acted as foremen and 
overlookers in spinning and weaving, besides dominating the new, skilled 
processes of bleaching and dyeing.33 The growth of the building and 
engineering industries in the town reinforced the expansion in the number 
of skilled male labourers. Hence the lack of major improvement in the 
slum areas of the town stood in marked contrast to the rising living 
standards and more refined tastes and habits of the labour aristocracy. 

The adoption of middle-class attitudes and habits by many of the 
skilled working classes helped to widen the social gap. To the middle 
classes the population of the slums seemed to threaten all 'civilized' 
values: to the labour aristocracy they were a whirlpool, to be avoided 
for fear of being sucked under. The latter were the men who sought 
'good company', who kept out of the pubs and beershops, who bought 
houses throw'h building societies or freehold land societies, in desirable 
districts like Listerhills, where the very street names gave the game away: 
Bright Street, Cobden Street, Villiers Street. 34 They were the men who 
went to church or chapel, sent their children to school, joined the 
Mechanics' Institute, working men's mutual improvement societies, 
debating societies, essay-writing clubs and the ward committees of the 
Liberal party in the 1870s, having been members of the Reform League 
in the 1860s. They took their geological hammers to Baildon Moor, went 
to respectable shows at the Theatre Royal or Pullan's Music Hall in 
Coppv Quarry and returned to homes which might well boast an 
upright piano. 

At the Social Science Association meeting in 1859 Lord Brougham 
urged the working classes to pursue rigorous self-education and 
improvement: 

it is your interest - it is your highest interest; it elevates you in the 
scale of society. It raises you to another class; it benefits you in your 
own general occupations - . . Great men have arisen from the 
humblest beginnings. 

In support of Brougham's exhortation, J. V. Godwin, a leading Bradford 
merchant and son of a beloved minister of Zion Baptist Chapel, read a 
paper to the Association giving statistics which showed how 26 members 
of the Mechanics' Institute writing and arithmetic class of 1842 had raised 
themselves in the social scale during the subsequent seventeen years. 35 
Of the 26, all sons of working men, only one had stayed within 'the 
working classes; all the others had risen to positions of responsibility.' 
After 1850 the merchanting and manufacturing groups in the town made 
greater efforts to promote positive rather than passive acceptance of their 
social gospel of success by means of self-help, religion and hard work. 
Mutual improvement societies attached to churches and chapels flourished 
during the 1850s and 1860s. In 1860 the chairman of the sixth annual 
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meeting of the Salem Baptist Mutual Improvement Society claimed: 

Among the advantages of the class I may mention its influence as a 
preventative of evil; the pleasure of its social meetings are carried 
into business; men of doubtful and undecided character have right 
thoughts and principles strengthened. 36 

The attempt by the industrial and commercial élite to encourage the 
division between the labour aristocracy and the unskilled poor was 
closely linked to education, seen by some as an assertion of social control. 
'an enormously ambitious attempt to determine, through the capture of 
educational means, the patterns of thought, sentiment and behaviour of 
the working class.'37 It was estimated that in 1839 two—thirds of adult 
weavers in the town could read, but hardly a quarter could write. 
Although these are not hard facts, it seems likely that at least a quarter 
of Bradford's working-class population in the later 1830s end the early 
1840s was totally illiterate, whilst many of the others were capable of 
only very rudimentary literacy. Educational provision was always 
woefully inadequate, despite working-class hopes 

- - that the crotchets of sectarian hair—splitting will not again thrust 
between the people and the establishment of such a comprehensive 
system as will place the means of a sound education within the 
reach of all. 38 

Sunday schools were the chief means of education for children, and 
for many adults, during the first half of the century, although according 
to the 1817 report of Kirkgate Wesleyan Sunday School, 'education would 
make the lower orders of society less disposed to submit to the constituted 
authorities and to act in a subordinate capacity."' In 1861 the Newcastle 
Commission reported the existence in Bradford of fifteen church Sunday 
schools with 4.193 scholars. 56 Nonconformist schools with 14.636 
and six of other denominations with 636 pupils.4° Both Churchmen and 
Dissenters opened a number of day schools during the 1830s and 1840s, 
yet, despite the 143 schools existing in Bradford in 1851, the Newcastle 
Commission found that ten years later only one child in every 10.65 in the 
town was having some kind of instruction. The point was not lost on 
W. E. Forster, who became M.P. for Bradford in 1861 and was son—in—law 
of the great Dr. Arnold, but it was to Leeds rather than to Bradford 
that he looked for impressive experiments in popular education.41 

The bulk of adult education was undertaken by the Bradford 
Mechanics' Institute, which had a membership of 1.357 by 1859. 
Working-class involvement was substantial. By the later 1840s the 
'juvenile' (under eighteen) members, nearly all of them working class, 
accounted for about half the total membership. In 1859 two—thirds to 
three—quarters of members were working men or their song. The School 
of Design (the origin of Bradford Technical College) was founded in 
1848 and a newsroom was opened in 1852. Like other Institutes elsewhere, 
it held a varied programme of lectures, classes, soirees, tea parties and 
excursions. Although the Bradford Mechanics' Institute was more 
democratic than most in its composition and government, it was the 
middle class who in the last analysis kept a firm grip on the controls. 
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Whilst the constitution of the Institute forbade 'controversial' theological 
or political questions until 1871 orthodox political economy, so closely 
enmeshed with middle-class values of self-help 'prudence' and 'getting 
on', was accepted, indeed propagated, in both the library and the lecture 
room.42 There was no place in the Mechanics' Institute for the weavers' 
culture which had flourished before 1830 and then declined under the 
impact of technological change and middle-class assault.43 

From the vantage point of 1842. John James commented: 
Hitherto, undoubtedly, the concerns of trade have engrossed the 
attention of the inhabitants, in common with those of the 
neighbouring towns, more than they justly ought to have done, and 
damped the aspirations of intellect. 

Vigorous politics and vigorous money-making left little time for social 
institutions. By 1859, according to the Bradford Observer, the atmosphere 
had changed: 

Of late years we have been proud to see an copirit de corps unknown 
before diffusing itself among us - . . It used to be a reproach against 
us (perhaps not quite justly) that Bradford was a settlement rather 
than a community.. . in a great measure this reproach is being wiped 
away. To get rid of it altogether, we want centres of common 
interest, facilities of combined action, objects that appeal to loftier 
tastes and purer sympathies of all, with such an amount of good 
organisation as to command success in the attempts to promote any 
higher, ennobling and catholic design.44 

A sign of the changing atmosphere was the multiplication of middle-
class institutions during the mid-Victorian years. The Chamber of 
Commerce was founded in 1851, the Subscription Concerts Committee 
in 1864, the Town Mission in 1850 (an offshoot of Salt's vice inquiry). 
the Festival Choral Society in 1856, the Union Club in 1857, the 
Bradford Club in 1866. The opening of St. George's Hall in 1853 
heralded a proliferation of new buildings as well as institutions. The few 
public buildings, such as the Court House (1834). the Exchange Buildings 
(1828), the Mechanics' Institute (1840) were supplemented by the new 
Exchange (1867), the new Infirmary (1866), a new Mechanics' Institute 
in 1873 and the warehouses mentioned earlier. 

There was also some residential mobility. Many successful 
businessmen sold their houses at the bottom of Little Horton Lane or in 
Manningham Lane and moved further from the centre. Coffinson's 
Directory in 1852 noted that: 

The middle classes hereabouts are constantly removing their place of 
abode to the outskirts or places situate a few miles from the town, 
where the air is more pure and less offensive. 

An observer in 1873 noticed how, in the small hamlets to the north of 
Bradford, 'the slopes are gradually being covered with the villas and 
houses of a superior class'." Large textile magnates often bought a 
landed estate a few miles from the town. Titus Salt lived at Lightcliffe; 
so did Henry Ripley, the enormously wealthy dyemaster who built 
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'Ripleyville'. Alfred lllingworth was content with Daisy Hill, but his 
brother-in-law. Isaac Holden, built a great pseudo-Italian palace, soaring 
fountains and all, at Oakworth, near Keighley. S. C. Lister, the combing 
and velvet pioneer, was responsible for the largest land purchase in 
England in the 1880s when he bought the Swinton Park estate in 1882 
for £457,000 and the Marquess of Aylesbury's Yorkshire estate for 
£310,000 in 1886. He eventually owned over 34,000 acres, having sold 
his small family estate at Manningham Hall to the Corporation for use 
as a public park and having become Lord Masham.46 Holidays by the 
seaside ind travel abroad also became a new trait of middle-class life; 
Titus Salt, for example, spent a good deal of his time at Scarborough 
in his later years .47 

These changes were related to growing economic prosperity, the less 
violent progress of the trade cycle, and the relative balance and 
compromise which replaced the deep social conflicts of the first half of 
the century. Things had been very different then. To mechanize an 
industry which had a particularly intractable raw material; to organize 
labour in the face of much hostility; to raise capital with inadequate and 
unstable financial institutions, and to remain solvent in times when the 
troughs of the trade cycle could hit masters almost as severely as men 
- all this had not been easy. If some masters made fortunes, many others 
went bankrupt. 

Ambition was often fulfilled, at least in part, by sweat and 
self-denial. Isaac Holden, a young Scots immigrant at the threshold of the 
career which was to make him a household word, wrote to a friend 
in 1832 

I am still aiming at something better, aspiring to advancement. 
There is no harm in doing so. I hope. To be enterprising, whether 
a defect or an excellence, is a natural quality of my spirit and 
hitherto I thank gracious Providence it has not led me into any 
disaster. 

To achieve these ambitions. Holden had to work as a manager for 
Townend Brothers at Cullingworth, often staying at the mill until nine 
or ten in the evening, and then continuing his studies far into the night 
in his personal study and laboratory. In 1852 he had written to his former 
tutor in Scotland: 

As to my studies. I direct my attention almost exclusively to those 
branches and works which tend to make me completely master of 
my own business, such as the science and art of mechanics, 
metallurgy, hydraulics, etc., architecture and several other branches 
of mechanical drawing, engineering etc. . . , I study much to find 
out the defects of the machinery and general plans about our works 
and go cautiously to the work of reformation and improvement. . 

It is my ambition not to be behind any man in this country in my 
knowledge and management of the worsted trade and manufacture if 
diligence can effect it. To diligence and perseverance I owe what I 
have attained.48 
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Clubs and societies were relatively limited in number during the 
decades of Bradford's most rapid expansion. Their proliferation was to 
depend heavily on a flow of patronage from the newly—rich and socially 
ascendant local entrepreneurs who were already beginning to function 
more as a responsible élite, than as a ruling class. Before 1850 this 
patronage was restricted by pressures of both time and money. Textile 
mast.rs were so fully engaged in the management of their businesses that 
they lacked the leisure time for prolonged recreational and social 
activities. The majority of them had also as yet failed to accumulate 
sufficient capital to be able to subsidize local cultural and recreational 
institutions on any substantial scale. Such largesse only became possible 
during the third quarter of the century. 

Daniel Illingworth, for example, in partnership in a Bradford 
spinning mill with his brother Miles and William Murgatroyd, drew only 
£195 of his salary of £443 in 1829, the remainder being ploughed back 
into the business. No wonder he later welcomed the industrious, 
abstemious and devout Isaac Holden as a son—in—law - an outstanding 
example of the tight alliances formed among the West Riding 
Nonconformist 6lite which as Dr. Binfleld has shown, consolidated itself 
through marriages which united pews and fortunes, as well as hearts.45 

Victorian Bradford became almost as remarkable for its religious 
structure as for its spectacular industrial growth and bitter radical 
politics. The sharply—defined nature of the town's religious affiliations 
excited national comment: Me strength of militant Nonconformity, 
the weakness of the established church before 1860, the indifference of 
the majority of the unskilled labouring class (apart from the Catholic 
Irish) and the primacy of religious questions in local political conflicts. 
Even within the new urban and industrial society of northern England, 
Bradford presented an extreme example of the break with traditional 
patterns of religious observance.50 

In 1851 Bradford had a population of 103.778, and of those 20 per 
cent attended morning service on census Sunday. Anglicans accounted 
for 20 per cent and Protestant Dissenters 60 per cent of these worshippers. 
The Church of England claimed 24 per cent of the places of worship and 
the Nonconformists 70 per cent.5' As in most large cities, the majority of 
the population failed to attend church or chapel, substantially fewer in 
Bradford, as a percentage, than in Leeds.52 Assuming each attendance 
as one person, 39 per cent of Bradford's population went to a place 
of worship; 12 per cent to churches. 27 per cent to chapels. Clearly, then, 
no more than a small proportion of the working class attended church or 
chapel.53 Only in the smaller villages outside Bradford - Clayton. 
Thornton. Allerton - were significant numbers of working men 
active Dissenters.54 Once transplanted from the religious environment of 
the villages into Bradford borough itself, they tended to lose the habit 
of worship and rarely regained it. Only the Roman Catholics, Primitive 
Methodists and to a lesser extent, Baptists, succeeded in attracting any 
substantial proportion of Bradford's labouring classes. 

Church and chapel congregations were shocked by the patchy 
nature of religious attendance. In 1857 the West Riding Baptists 
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lamented that the industrial areas of Yorkshire 'seem in the deepest 
shadow and darkness of death'. 'How', they asked, 'is the fact to be 
explained?'55 They were only able, somewhat weakly, to point to the 
speed of growth and the sheer size of the region's industrial towns. The 
churches and the middle classes tended to attach most weight to the 
problem of the severe lack of accommodation. This was especially true 
of the Church of England. Bradford Parish Church was responsible for 
the cure of 78.332 souls, but there were only 1.400 sittings available, of 
which only 200 were free, apart from the 600 free sittings available in 
licensed schoolrooms.56 To a lesser extent, the Nonconformists faced the 
same problem, having 21.6 per cent of sittings to the population of the 
borough as a whole, compared with the Church's 10 per cent. 

Yet lack of accommodation did not lie at the root of this indifference, 
as was shown by the private census carried out in Bradford in 1881, when, 
despite accommodation having been provided in excess of population 
growth. 'the proportion of people going to church or chapel has remained 
substantially the same'.57 During the early 1870s Samuel Shaftoe, secretary 
of the Bradford Skep and Basket Makers' Union and of the Trades 
Council, published a list of reasons why working men did not attend 
church. Among them were: that clergymen put too much emphasis on 
religious observance as a test of a man's character; that 'clergymen are 
generally found taking sides with the employer'; how 'low wages had a 
demoralizing effect' and allowed men to be drawn all too easily into the 
'low atmosphere' of public houses. Shaftoe complained that the growing 
gap between masters and men, 'especially where masters seldom interfere 
in the place [a sort of absenteeism] and commit the management to 
foremen and others', caused increasing alienation among the work force. 
Many working men felt that religion tended to reinforce social 
inequalities 

In their prayers at church and chapel clergymen and ministers are 
ready to pray for the Royal Family, but it is seldom they pray for 
the poor and needy. . . clergymen and ministers do not visit the poor 
and show an interest in them; visit from door to door and sympathize 
with them in their circumstance of poverty. It makes them feel 
neglected and not cared for as they think they should be by those 
who specially profess to teach the principles of Christ. The want 
of equality shown to worshippers in places of Worship disgusts 
Working Men; the pew system is largely to blame for this . . . At 
election times if a wealthy man puts up as a candidate, ministers 
are ready to take part in the election and interest themselves in the 
candidate's return, but there is not the same interest if it happens 
to be a Working Man that puts forward. Thus it is wealth that is 
considered, not men. 

Bitter sectarian disputes made little appeal to the working class: 
'sectarianism, which many of them consider useless and unnecessary'. 
At bottom lay the gulf which divided capital and labour and which 
working men felt could not be bridged by middle-class religious 
'hypocrasy' (sic). 58 These feelings were reinforced by the presence in 
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Bradford of a small but vocal freethinking tradition that harked back 
to the heyday of the hand-combers earlier in the century. 59 

Although the middle classes who attended church and chapel were 
a minority of the population, there is no doubt about their fervour. In 
November 1859 they flocked in thousands to view Holman Hunt's 
'Light of the World' in a local gallery; in the following year two thousand 
sat in St. George's Hall on the first night of a five—night debate. When 
Spurgeon preached in Bradford, hundreds were turned away at the door.6° 
Although a considerable proportion of manufacturers were Anglican, 
especially those whose firms were established very early in the century on 
wealth already created both in the town and elsewhere, by far the 
great majority were Dissenters, who were supported by large numbers 
of tradesmen and small shopkeepers. Religious dissent and Bradford's 
industry had grown together. 

Wesleyan Methodism, the largest of Bradford's dissenting con— 
gregations, tended in both its personnel and its theology to remain close 
to the Church of England and political conservatism, recruiting from the 
ranks of tradesmen and small shopkeepers more than the other 
denominations." Isaac Holden found the political attitudes of his 
denomination irksome .62 Quakers and Unitarians, at the other end of the 
spectrum, made little impact on the town's social and political life after the 
last quarter of the eighteenth century, with the exception of one or two 
individuals like the Quaker John Priestman and his sons, or the 
Unitarian brothers Robert and S. C. Kell. 

It was the Baptists and Congregationalists who made the biggest 
impact on the borough's social institutions and political life. To these 
denominations the captains of Bradford industry usually belonged, and 
it was they who moulded the philosophy of business success blended 
with civil and religious liberty which the smaller dissenting sects 
followed. The general flight of rich entrepreneurs from Dissent to 
Anglicanism and conservatism did not take place on any great scale 
until the second half of the century, and in Bradford and the West Riding 
generally it happened later than in othe parts of England.63 After the 
incorporation of the town in 1847, the first nine aldermen, of whom 
three became mayor, all attended Horton Lane Independent (Con— 
gregationalist) Chapel. 64 Of the eight dissenting candidates in 
parliamentary elections between 1832 and 1886, four were Independents, 
three Baptists and one Wesleyan. 

Isaac Holden's letters provide revealing glimpses of the depth of 
religious feeling which inspired many of the large Bradford 
manufacturers. He came to the Bradford area from Paisley in 1828, 
and in the same year his mother wrote to him giving him news of the 
local Wesleyan society in which he had been brought up and whose 
ministry he had considered joining, and added; 

My dear son but the Lord is your comfort and guide and I hope he 
will be till we meet in Heaven. may he bless you abundantly 
my son. I have no doubt but the Lord will prepare your way for 
yousfulness in his Church.65 
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In 1836 Holden wrote to his wife, who had gone back to Paisley on 
holiday: 

I am pleased to hear that your soul was blessed in the Chapel which 
is connected with the dearest and most sacred and valuable of our 
early associations and which neither of us could ever wish to forget 
in the whole course of our future life. Our youth has been devoted 
to the service of God and he has vouchsafed to keep us and direct 
us as hitherto. Is it not the desire of our hearts that our future years 
should be his also? 0 Praise Him.66 

His second wife's faith verged on mania, and in 1853 Holden replied 
to her accusation that God and Mammon could not be worshipped 
together: 

I do not see why we should not lead a truly Christian life even 
amidst the busiest concerns of the world. We may pursue its active 
duties and enjoy the pleasures and privileges pertaining to our rank 
and circumstances in the world and yet serve Christ. It is not 
necessary to go out of the world to be his servants.67 

As well as producing men who worshipped in chapel on Sundays but 
worked small children for thirteen hours a day on weekdays.68 
Bradford Dissent could also produce a man like John Priestman, on 
whose death in 1866 the Bradford Observer wrote : 'he has been an 
example of human virtue and social worth which it is well for us study 
and to imitate'.69 A Quaker and millowner, Priestman drew inspiration for 
his tireless public activity from his deep religious faith. He was 
involved in politics, and in movements connected with temperance, 
peace, education, anti-slavery, religious freedom and public health. 
In politics Priestman was a convinced free-trader and Liberal, 
representing Bradford at the Manchester meetings of the Anti-Corn 
Law League. A lifelong supporter of parliamentary reform, he twice 
split Bradford Liberals by refusing to stand for Parliament, on the 
grounds that it would prejudice his social work. For many years president 
of Bradford Temperance Society, and also president both of the 
Bradford auxiliary of the United Kingdom Alliance and Bradford 
Temperance Union, Priestman refused to become a borough magistrate 
because it would involve him in liquor licensing. Nor would he take 
alcohol on medical advice during his last illness. 70 A member of the 
board of Bradford Infirmary from 1849 71 he also founded the Friends' 
Provident Institution and the Bradford Ragged Schools, which he ran 
on the premises of his own mill until the experiment proved a success.72 

Priestman's membership of the Peace Society brought him temporary 
unpopularity when it led him to oppose the establishment of Bradford 
Volunteer Rifle Corps.73 One of the town's largest millowners and a man 
of great wealth, who could give £5,000 in 1864 towards the erection of 
the new Bradford Exchange.74 in the last decade of his life he operated 
a profit-sharing scheme with his employees. Harsh and unbending in 
some respects, with no sympathy for 'working class values', Priestman 
nevertheless represented the more acceptable face of mid-Victorian 
capitalism. 
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Religion as a factor in Victorian politics has only recently been 
given the attention it merits by historians." Bradford Dissenters were 
steeped in the intellectual heritage of English Nonconformity and saw 
the Puritan Revolution of the seventeenth century as still unconsummated. 
It could be brought to a glorious conclusion by the disestablishment of 
the Church of England, the aim of Bradford radical liberals from the 
1830s to 1880. It was this aim which knit radical Dissenters together into 
a kind of new model army of Victorian politics in Bradford. It enabled 
them to hold together in applying pressure for parliamentary reform 
in 1832 and 1867 and for the repeal of the Corn Laws; in resisting the 
Chartist challenge in the decade 1838.48; in shaking off the enervating 
influence of moderate Palmerstonian Wisiggery in the 1850s and early 
sixties; in absorbing trade union and working class political initiatives in 
the late sixties and early seventies; in throwing their weight behind 
W. E. Forster and the Northern cause in the American Civil War, and 
against him over the 1870 Education Act; in creating a powerful Liberal 
caucus on the Birmingham model in the 1870s and beating off the 
challenge of a revised Conservatism in the same decade. It made an 
exciting story, but one which will have to be told on another occasion. 
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THE EXLEY FAMILY OF RAWDON 
By VICTOR EXLEY 

As the eldest son of the eldest son of my grandfather I was 
privileged to have in my possession the family bible, which contained 
in its middle pages, as was the custom, a specially printed section for 
births, marriages and deaths within the family. This gave me the idea 
of looking into the history of the Exleys and what follows is an account 
of the steps I took to construct a family tree. Fortunately my grandfather 
had kept the records most meticulously, and so without much effort I 
had made a promising start. 

I took a large sheet of paper and put my great-grandparents' names 
in the centre, at the top - John and Hannah Exley. Underneath I ruled 
a straight line and spaced along it the names and birth dates of 
grandfather (the eldest) and his eight brothers and sisters. These dates 
ranged from 1862 to 1883, the nine children being born at regular 
intervals over twenty-one years. I also had the marriage date of my 
grandparents - 1885 - when James Edward married Eleanor Jackson 
at Holy Trinity Church, Leeds Road, Bradford. They had seven children 
between 1886 and 1902, whose names I entered with their birth dates, 
marriage dates, spousss, and underneath their families of twos and 
threes, including myself, born 1913. With the addition of my own 
children and grandchildren this gave a family tree of six generations. 

At this stage I learned that systematic progress could best be made 
by way of (i) the local register office: (ii) the census returns of 1851 
and 1861; (iii) parish registers; (iv) wills and other documents. I also 
found that provided my family had lived in this area since 1837 their 
records would be at the offices of the Registrar of Births, Marriages 
and Deaths. Manor Row, Bradford. 

I obtained a copy of my grandfather's birth certificate by 
completing the usual form and found that he was born in a house 
opposite Holy Trinity Church School, Mount Street. on 3 December 
1862; that my great-grandfather, John Exley, was a marble polisher; 
that my great-grandmother's maiden name was Dobby, and that she 
could not sign her name, but made her mark - X. 

Now that I had these facts I obtained a copy of the marriage 
certificate of John Exley and Hannah Maria Dobby. John was 20 
when he married Hannah, and lived at his father's house in Mulgrave 
Street, Leeds Road, Bradford. His father. Samuel, was a joiner. The 
fact that I now knew the name and occupation of my great-great-
grandfather was gratifying, because in the family bible my grandfather 
had written, , . . even today in my 70th. year I would like to know 
the name and ages of my grandparents - alas there is none . 

30.1.1933'. He died in 1946, without knowing that his grandparents 
were Samuel and Ann who died aged 65 and 55 respectively. 
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John Exley was 20 years old when he married in 1861, making the 
year of his birth 1840-41. This was fortunate as the record was at 
Manor Row and the certificate showed that he was born at The Green, 
idle; his father was Samuel, a joiner, and his mother's maiden name 
was lllingworth. This brought my quest to the end of stage one, and 
I now looked to the census returns of 1851 and 1861 to provide further 
information, especially the place and date of Samuel's birth. In the 
1861 return, on microfilm at Bradford Central Library, I found the 
district of Idle, the Green, and at last the listed members of the Exley 
household - and lo! Sam Exley's name led all the rest, 'aged 50 and 
born at Rawdon. A visit to Rawdon Parish Church and a request for 
information brought the news that Samuel Exley. born 1810, was the 
son of Edward, yeoman farmer, and Hannah. 

Rawdon Parish Registers start in 1783, but marriages were not 
solemnized there until 1839; so for information about Edward, I turned 
to Guiseley, the mother church. Here I found that Edward was born 
in 1786 and that his father, another Samuel, married his wife Elizabeth 
in 1783. By now I knew that men usually married when they were 20 
or 21 'and that the first child was likely to be born during the first year 
of the marriage. Working back I discovered that Samuel was born 
in 1757, and so was an exception to the rule, marrying at the age of 26. 

While making further enquiries in this district I was introduced 
to a local historian who took me in the direction of Woodhouse Grove 
School, to the place where Cragg Top Farm, owned by generations 
of the Exley family, had once stood. What was more important I found 
that the Guiseley Parish Registers were in print, thanks to the efforts 
of two distinguished former officials of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society, William E. Preston and J. Hambley Rowe, and 
that this volume with records going back to 1584, was in the Central 
Library.' I thus felt the frustration which comes to most researchers 
sooner or later - that of having wasted time poring over written records 
when printed versions were available. 

These transcriptions enabled me to trace the descent of the next 
four generations without much difficulty. All these Exleys were yeomen 
farmers, probably at the same farm in Cragg Woods: 

Samuel d. 1660 
Samuel d. 1673 
John b. 1657 
Samuel b. 1688 
William b. 1727 

Although the records went back to 1584, the earliest entry was John 
(b. 1657), and they show that Samuel (d. 1660) was not married in 
Rawdon and that neither his son Samuel (d. 1673), nor any of his other 
children were born there. It seemed obvious that this family had moved 
into the area, and that the next step was to find where they came from. 

Having exhausted parish registers, at least for the present, I 
turned my attention to 'wills and other documents', and made my way 
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to the Borthwick Institute, the historical research department of York 
University which contains, fully indexed, all the wills in Yorkshire 
taken over from the Church authorities when the responsibility for 
recording births, marriages and deaths passed to the State in 1837. 
I was seeking a will dated 1660, left by Samuel Exley, and although 
disappointed in this quest I was rewarded by the discovery of the will of 
his son, who died in 1673. This gave no information about the father 
but it provided me with much background information concerning 
the Rawdon farm and the Exley family. 

At this point, February 1976, and in need of new ideas, I 
remembered letters I had exchanged with a Dalesman correspondent 
four years earlier on the subject of Exley place-names in Yorkshire. 
From this Mr. Exley I now found that other replies had come from 
Kingston, Jamaica and Virginia. U.S.A., as well as from many readers 
nearer home. This correspondence suggested possible origins of branches 
of the family in three Exley place-name locations: 

1. Upper Exley and Lower Exley, including Exley Hall and Farm, 
Wapentake of Morley, situated on the hillside between Siddal, 

Halifax and Elland.  2. Exley Head, once a village but now built-up, one mile W.S.W. 
of Keighley, in Riddlesden. Wapentake of Staincliffe. 

3. Exley Gate, 3 miles N.W. of Penistone in the Wapentake of 
Staincross and Honour of Pontefract. 

Among these the strongest evidence pointed towards Halifax. 

Meanwhile I looked through Boyd's Marriage Register in the York 
Museum Library and found that the only Samuel Exley married in 
Yorkshire at the relevant time was the one who had married Ann 
Illingworth in 1620 at Bradford Parish Church; so taking 20 as the 
usual age to marry, 1600 would be the approximate birth date. 
Although there was no record of this in the parish registers, they did 
show that four of his children were baptized at the church: Sibell 1621, 
Robert 1627, Samuel 1630 and Joshua 1640. 

I now consulted the Halifax Parish Registers in the Public Library 
at Halifax, and there found the baptism entry of Samuel, son of 
Robert and Mary Exley, 1598. I had already learned from Boyd's 
Register that Robert married Mary Lyster in 1588, and as this was the 
only Samuel baptized in Halifax at the appropriate time. Out of the 
several Exley families then living in the area, I was fairly sure that the 
Samuel born in 1598 at Halifax was the one who married in 1620 at 
Bradford, and later bought Cragg Top Farm at Rawdon. I entered 
these details provisionally on the family tree, pending confirmation 
of their accuracy. 

Many months later West Yorkshire Deeds provided the information 
I needed, in an Indenture dated 28 October 1650: 

Indenture of bargain and sale between Anthony Foxcroft of Halifax 
and Edward Hanson of Woodhouse gentlemen of the first part and 
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Samuel Exley of Rawden, son of Samuel! Exley, late of Halifax, 
deceased, of the other part, of a close of land called Tupriddings 
containing 21 acres in the occupation of John Mawde and George 
Hawkrigge, two closes called Ellershaws, 12 acres, which Robert 
Exley, late of Halifax, deceased, grandfather of the said Samuell 
party to these present late bought of John Wrose and a close or 
field called Southfield, 36 acres, in occupation of Wm. Knowles 
and George Hawkrigge which said lands are situate in Burley, 

(Signed) Samuel! Exley' 

This deed of sale appeared to provide the break-through I needed. 
It seemed to verify what I had inferred from the Halifax Parish Registers, 
that Samuel Exley of Rawdon was the son of Robert Exley of Halifax. 
At the same time it created another problem which is still unsolved. 
Why does this deed dated 1650 describe Samuel, late of Halifax, as 
deceased, when the Guiseley Parish Registers record his death in 1660? 
It seems unlikely that Samuel, the grandson of Robert, would be in a 
position to sell land inherited from his grandfather, via his father, if 
his father were still alive in 1650. On the other hand the date 1660 in 
the Guiseley record is in sequence with other events between 1659 and 
1662 concerning the Exleys at Rawdon. This brought into question 
the date of the deed, and a check with York Minster Library proved 
that it was wrong, but only by a few days, not, as I had hoped, by ten 
years. Another possibility is that during this troubled period a mistake 
may have been made in transcribing the parish registers. 

Evidence appeared to be running out at this stage, because although 
I had found that Robert Exley married Mary Lister in 1588 - a 
significant year in which to wed - there was no record of his birth. 
This missing link meant that I had reached the end of the trail. 
However, a search through the Halifax Parish Registers permitted a 
certain amount of reconstruction. If Robert married between the ages 
of 18 and 28 he would have been born during the period 1560-70, and 
the registers provided four possible sets of parents without giving any 
clue as to the correct ones. 

1. William Exley and Alicia Barran married at Halifax in 1559. 
No children registered in Halifax. 

2. James Exley and Elisabeth Robynson of Midgley, married at 
Halifax in 1567. Three children - Mary 1569; Susan 1572; 
Esther 1573. 

3. John Exley and Elisabeth Tonge married at Halifax in 1555. 
One son Richard 1555. 

4. Jacob and wife date of marriage unknown. 
One son Michael 1567. 

I decided that these findings must be left 'on the table' awaiting further 
evidence, but John Exley and Elisabeth Tonge appeared to be the 
most eligible couple. 

91 



TABLE 2. The pedigree - from John Exley (b. 1840). 

Parish Register 

Francis 
m. Elizabeth Speight (1539) Halifax rn 

1540 
John do. b. m. 
m. Elizabeth Tonge (1555) 

Robert do. b. rn. M. 

Mary Lyster (1588) 

1598 
Samuel Halifax b. 
m. Ann Il1ingworth (1620) Bradford m. 

1630 
Samuel Bradford b. 
m. (I) Mary Harrison (1650) Calverley M. 

(2) Mary Harrison (1666) Guiseley M. 

1657 
John Guiseley b. m. 
m. Sybil Harper (1677) 

1688 
Samuel do. b. m. 
rn. Ann Harper (1716) 

1727 
William do. b. m. 
rn. Susannah Rhodes (1747) 

1757 
Samuel Rawdon b. 
m. Elizabeth (1783) Guiseley M. 

1786 
Edward Rawdon b. 
m. Hannah 

1810 
Samuel Rawdon b. 
m. Ann lllingworth (1830) Bradford m. 

1840 
From Table 1. John 

m. Hannah Maria Dobby (1861) 

The repetition of Christian names, in this case Samuel, often adds to the 
difficulties of research, but it was hardly to be expected that Samuel (b. 1630) 
would marry one Mary Harrison in 1650 and another in 1666. It will be noticed, 
too, that there was a Samuel = Ann lllingworth marriage in 1620 and another 
in 1830. 
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In discussing names in the Halifax area Dr. George Redmonds 
says: 

An examination of the hundreds of surnames which derive from 
place-names shows that fully half of them are from minor and 
insignificant localities. In the larger parishes [e.g. Halifax] where 
settlement was more scattered, the isolated farmsteads often gave 
rise to surnames.' 

Exley Hall, at Upper Exley between Siddal and Elland, was, and still 
is, such a farmstead, although of the two hundred acres originally 
belonging to the farm only about a hundred are left. 

Sir Anthony Wagner confirms Dr. Redmonds' view, when he says: 
Surname movement . local, social or other - has to be plotted 
from names whose nature and relative rarity make it likely that 
most, if not all, their bearers in a given region have sprung from 
one stem. The West Riding . . . is rich in such names because many 
arose from the names of isolated farmsteads, likely to have given 
rise at the principal epoch of surname formation, the 14th century, 
to one family surname each only.4 

and: 

Where a distinctive surname is found over centuries in one place 
in successive taxation returns and the like, family continuity can 
be presumed even if the descent cannot be proved step by step.' 

The place.-name Exley is of ancient origin, being derived, according 
to one theory, from a British word ecïésia, denoting a pre-English 
church, with the suffix .Ieah, 'a clearing'.' In its early days the surname, 
which came from the place-name, took many forms, such as Ecciesley. 
Eckisley and Ecilsay, but Exley was not recorded until the sixteenth 
century. 

John Lister was of the opinion that the earliest ancestor was 
William de Dewsberi, who lived at Exley Hall c. 1245.7 Another 
pointer to this location is the Poll Tax Return of 1379, which lists three 
Exleys in the West Riding, but only one of them in Southowram - 

Johannes Eglessay (Cissor) and wife, who paid 6d. The Subsidy Roll 
of 1545 for the Wapentakes of Agbrigg, Morley and Skyrack contains 
only one Exley - Francis Ecciesley, Southowram. 

William de Ecciesley was a man of some importance, for his name 
occurs in several late thirteenth-century deeds alongside such eminent 
people as John de Lascy and John de Eland. 

The Richard Ecciesley mentioned in the Wakefield Rolls in 1329 
is possibly the Exley who caused the notorious Elland Feud. He was 
said to be a kinsman of Sir Robert Beaumont of Crosland Hall. 
Huddersfield, and was believed to have killed a nephew of Sir John 
de Eland, an act which gave rise to the long and revengeful feud between 
the Beaumonts and the Elands. There are several versions of this 
celebrated episode in both ballad form and prose, but the facts have 
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TABLE 3. The Exley family of Exley Hall, Southowram - 

a possible line of descent. 

Approximate date 
of residence 

1245 William de Dewsburi 

1270 William de Ecciesley 
in Alice of Backhall 

1320 John 
in Anne de Copley 

Source of names 

Undated deed before 1277, (Yorkshire 
Archaeological Journal, vol. 12, p. 248). 

1379 John Eglessay (Cissor)  and wife 1379 Poll Tax return. 

1404 John 1404, witness to Clay House deed. 
(Y.AJ.. vol. 2, p. 155). 

1420 John 

1450 Robert 

1470 John 
m Agnes 

1500 Richard 
m. Isobel 

1518 Robert 

1 

Margaret 

1417, witness to Richard Lacy deed, 
(Horton MSS D130 - Bratford Central 
Library). 

Petition to Cardinal Wolsey (c. 1519) by 
Margaret, sister of Robert, claiming 
Exley Hall and land. (PRO., London). 

The above Table has been drawn up from the article by John Lister in 
Transactions of the Halifax Antiquarian Society, (1914), and John Watson's 
History and Antiquities of the Parish of Halifax, (1755). 

* There is only one Exley in the Morley Wapeotake - at Southowram, so this 
location exerts a very strong pull. 
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never been very clear and the identity of the 'man named Exley' is 
still something of a mystery. 

Exley Hall, although in Southowram, always belonged to the 
manor of Elland. It once formed part of the numerous possessions of the 
Knights Hospitallers and passed finally out of the hands of the Exleys 
when it was sold, some time before 1531. by Thomas, son of James, to 
Thomas Savile, J.P. for the West Riding.5 There is no visible sign of 
this first hall. The oldest building among the miscellaneous group 
which forms Exley Hall Farm probably dates from the seventeenth 
century. 

John Lister, who worked very hard to unravel the early genealogy 
of the Exleys, said 

The Ecclesley pedigree, I have found to be a most difficult one 
to frame, and have been by no means successful in doing so. 
though I have laboured at it more a great deal than the effort 
perhaps is worth.' 

In spite of these difficulties, by combining Lister's findings with those 
of Watson, it is possible to draw up a tentative tree, and although 
descent cannot be proved step by step it would not be rash to discern 
in it a fair possibility of family continuity. 

Exley locaticns in the West Riding 

R. Whae 

Keigh lay 

Exley Idle 
Head • 

Bradford 

Halifax Exley 

 • Hall 

Ellasd 

• Guiaeley 

• Rawdon 

Exley 
Gate 

Pen istone 
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I have much sympathy with John Lister because I have 'laboured' 
for over ten years - admittedly at the more accessible parts of the 
pedigree, but I have found the results and compensations very 
rewarding. For instance I soon became aware that I was not ploughing 
a lone furrow: Exleys in other parts of the country and in other parts of 
the world were also trying to trace their ancestry. One of them, John 0. 
Exley of Martinsville Virginia, had replied to the Dale sman letter 
in 1972, and in the following year wrote ninety letters to Exleys in this 
country, receiving seventy replies. A few months later he made a tour 
of the Midlands and the North, visiting as many of these people as he 
could, his aim being to write a book based on the results of his research. 
He spent a short time with me and was most impressed to see on the 
churchwardens' list at Rawdon: 

1681 John Exley 1717 Samuel Exley 
1689 John Exley 1722 John Exley 
1697 John Exley 1726 Robert Exley 

1777 William Exley 

We also visited the site of Cragg Top Farm, to which Samuel had 
probably come between 1640 and 1656, and where the Exleys were 
still in residence in 1851, according to the census of that year. 

There have been surprises, too, but none more pleasing than a 
phone call from the British Consul in Philadelphia. Peter Manning 
Smith, M.B.E., who in 1977 was combining the collection of his 
decoration from Buckingham Palace with a visit to the slightly humbler 
Exley Hall Farm. Mr. Smith, who is descended from the Cheshire 
branch of the Exleys, came to Yorkshire seeking to strengthen his family 
ties and was attracted, as many others are, to Southowrans. 

In my case what began as a wish simply to get to know more about 
my own family has developed into a community of interests with Exleys 
far and near. My next self-imposed task is to chart the ramification of 
Exleys throughout the country from the early Southowram settlement 
to the present day. I hope my findings will be of help to others who 
are similarly engaged, and the editor has promised to pass on to me 
any comments or queries which he receives. 
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AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY MAGISTRATE AS DETECTIVE: 
SAMUEL LISTER OF LITTLE HORTON * 

By JOHN STYLES, M.A. 

1. 

Eighteenth-century social history has many dark corners, but the 
county magistracy does not, at first sight, occupy one of them. 
The distinctive blend of judicial, police and administrative functions 
which characterised the work of the eighteenth-century justice of the 
peace has been remarked upon by many historians. Few general 
surveys of the Georgian era fail to acknowledge the crucial role of 
the county magistrate in shaping and directing provincial life.' 
However, the orientation of research into the eighteenth-century 
magistracy has been decidedly skewed. Whereas the social composition 
of the bench and the magistracy's administrative functions have 
attracted considerable attention, there has been little systematic study 
of the ways in which magistrates performed their responsibilities under 
the criminal laws.' 

This account of the activities of Samuel Lister of Horton House, 
a justice of the peace for the West Riding of Yorkshire between 1751 
and 1769, examines some of these neglected aspects of a magistrate's 
execution of his office. Its concern is not, however, with the whole 
range of those infractions which in the eighteenth century were 
labelled, rather loosely, as crimes. It focuses specifically on the 
magistrate's role in the investigation and prosecution of serious 
offences: in particular, those indictable offences against property which 
were the concern of the Assize courts - serious and aggravated thefts, 
forgery, counterfeiting.3 

2. 

Samuel Lister of Horton House at Little Horton in the parish 
of Bradford, about a mile from the town of Bradford, was born in 
1714 into a minor gentry family, long-established in the locality.4 
Like the sons of several such families in the West Riding of Yorkshire 
in the early eighteenth century he trained as an attorney. He practised 
in that capacity from 1738 to 1751, but then gave up his practice 
in order to act as a justice of the peace for the Riding. Although it 
was not uncommon for attorneys to be inserted in the Commissions 
of the Peace, they were barred from acting as magistrates as long as 
they continued to practise. Lister's name was inserted in the West Riding 
Commission in 1749. His father had been a prominent figure on the 
West Riding bench and, as was often the case when son succeeded 
father as a magistrate, Samuel Lister began to act only after his father 
had discontinued justicing. Lister took the oaths of office in July 1751.1 

* I wish to acknowledge the generosity of the Twenty Seven Foundation, 
which supported the publication of this article with a grant. 
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His father died the next year and Samuel succeeded to the family 
estates at Horton and at Ovenden, five miles to the south-west in 
Halifax parish. 

The huge adjoining parishes of Halifax and Bradford were at the 
heart of the West Riding woollen textile district. This was the most 
heavily populated portion of the Riding and, according to Defoe. 
'one of the most populous parts of Britain. London and the adjacent 
parts excepted'.6 Between the principal market towns, Leeds, Wakefield, 
Halifax, Huddersfield and Bradford, settlement was scattered across 
all except the highest hills. This kind of area, densely populated, 
industrial and dotted with towns, none of which, apart from Leeds, 
enjoyed corporate self—government with its own justices, generated a 
disproportionate amount of business for the county magistracy. Yet 
throughout the eighteenth century this district and those like it in 
other parts of the country were characterised by a relative shortage 
of resident acting justices. This shortage reflected in part the reluctance 
of local men named in the Commissions of the Peace to take on the 
massive work-loads generated in such localities. In the case of the 
West Riding woollen textile district, it was also a reflection of the 
relatively small number of resident gentry. The area was a stronghold 
of the small freeholder. Several of its largest landowners lived 
elsewhere, or spent only part of their time resident in the district. 
Of course, the eighteenth-century West Riding Commissions and bench 
were never the exclusive preserve of the landed gentry, but the gentry 
predominated. During most of the eighteenth century there were more 
magistrates in the areas of heavy gentry residence to the east of Leeds, 
Wakefield and Rotherham than in the western, industrial parts of the 
Riding.7 

The shortage of resident magistrates in the textile district was 
most acute in its western parts. Halifax parish was estimated in 1764 
to have a population of over 40.000; a population that was almost 
wholly dependent on the staple woollen and worsted industries. Yet in 
1751, when Samuel Lister began to act, Halifax parish had no resident 
magistrate. It was not to acquire one at any point during Lister's 
career as a justice, which ended with his death in November 1769. 
In the same period, though, Lister's own somewhat smaller parish of 
Bradford was better served. Between 1751 and 1755 it had three justices 
at least partially resident (including Lister) and thereafter two. 

However, the pattern of provision of justicing services, and hence 
the demands to which Lister was subject in his official capacity, are 
better understood by examining the numbers and distribution of 
magistrates in the western half of the textile district as a whole,' 
Those who required the services of a justice were prepared to travel 
well beyond the boundaries of township or parish, although there is 
no doubt that distance was some discouragement. In 1751, after Lister 
and a fellow Bradford resident began to act, the twelve parishes 
roughly co-terminous with the western 'half of the clothing district for 
once enjoyed a fairly generous supply of magistrateS.9 At the end 
of that year there were seven justices resident or partly resident there. 
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out of a total of approximately thirty-five acting for the West Riding 
as a whole; but during the course of Lister's eighteen-year justicing 
career only one new magistrate began to act in the area. With deaths 
and retirements, therefore, the number of acting justices fell to three 
by the late 1760s (out of a total for the Riding which remained 
approximately thirty-five). Of these three, one. Henry Wickham of 
Cottingley, was called upon to deal with much of the business from 
the enormous though thinly populated Wapentakes of Stainclifie and 
Ewcross, which stretched fifty miles north-west to the Westmorland 
border. Another. Edward Leedes of Royds Hall, between the towns of 
Bradford and Halifax, owned property at South Milford near Tadcaster 
and spent part of his time resident there. Consequently, by the later 
1760s, the major part of the voluminous business generated in the 
western half of the textile district came to fall on Lister's shoulders. 

This was particularly true of serious criminal cases. The number of 
these cases processed by Lister grew markedly in the course of his 
justicing career, both in absolute terms and as a proportion of all such 
cases in his locality and the West Riding. Calendars of prisoners 
committed to York Castle for trial at the Yorkshire Assizes survive 
in a continuous series from 1755 to 1768.10 In that period, Lister 
committed or shared in the committal of nineteen suspected offenders 
concerned in sixteen distinct cases. Only one other West Riding 
magistrate made more committals than Lister during that period. 
Yet whereas Lister was only the fifth most active magistrate (by this 
measure) in the Riding during the seven years 1754 to 1761. making 
4.2% of all committals, in the subsequent seven years, 1761 to 1768, 
he was the Riding's single most active justice, making 18.4% of all 
committals. In these later years, Lister dealt with the majority of the 
cases emanating from the western half of the textile district, especially 
those from Bradford and Halifax parishes. 

Hence there was ample justification for the praise accorded Lister 
after his death by the Marquis of Rockingham, Lord Lieutenant and 
Custos Rotulorsim of the West Riding. He commented in 1769 that 
'I regret him not only as a private friend, but also from his having 
been so useful and active a magistrate'." Yet Lister's activity as a 
magistrate should not be interpreted simply as a reflection of the 
demands made on him because of the growing shortage of justices in 
an area generating a particularly heavy flow of business. In practice, 
no magistrate could be forced against his will to be so consistently 
active, whether by those who called upon his services, by his fellow 
justices, or even by the Lord Lieutenant. From the start of his justicing 
career Lister took an extremely conscientious view of his duties. 
He was already receiving praise for his unusual diligence in 1756. 11 

That he chose to be active, and not merely in the criminal sphere, 
is suggested by his record of attendance at Quarter Sessions. Attendance 
at Sessions, where the bench dealt with a wide range of criminal and 
administrative concerns, was neither compulsory nor automatically 
dictated by the press of business in a magistrate's immediate locality. 
To an extent, therefore, it provides a measure of a justice's own 
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willingness to act. The West Riding Quarter Sessions operated in the 
mid-eighteenth century on a peripatetic basis, with a regular circuit 
of ten sittings each year. Lister attended an average of 2.6 sittings 
per year. He was the sixth best attender out of sixty-four magistrates 
who sat at Quarter Sessions during the 1750s and 1760s.' 3 

3. 

These statistical measures of Lister's performance as a justice, 
impressive though they are, only partly explain why that performance 
earned him such praise from his contemporaries. When we consider 
the serious property cases already described it is clear that Lister was 
distinctive not merely for the number that passed through his hands, 
but also for the manner in which he was prepared to deal with at least 
some of them. 

The eighteenth-century county magistrate's principal concern in 
these cases was the entry of suspected offenders into the judicial system 
in order that they might face trial. The county magistrate had no 
formal judicial role in their trial at the Assizes, but virtually all those 
who faced trial had appeared initially before a justice of the peace. 
It was almost universal practice for those who had been apprehended, 
and against whom charges were going to be pressed, to be taken before 
a justice for examination and committal. This was true whether the 
arrest was made by a private individual, or by a minor law officer 
like a constable or a watchman. 

Under sixteenth-century legislation the magistrate had a number of 
duties in such circumstances: to take written examinations from those 
charged with felony or suspicion of felony; to take examinations from 
the accuser and witnesses; to commit the accused to prison to await 
trial or to bind him over to appear in court; to bind accuser and 
witnesses to appear in court. 14 Under his Commission he also had a 
general, though ill-defined responsibility to apprehend felons and 
commit them to prison for trial.15 All these duties, apart from the 
binding over of those accused of felony (which was rare), could be 
performed by a single justice acting alone. 

In performing these duties, eighteenth-century magistrates operated 
as critical receptors of cases into the official machinery of justice. 
Overwhelmingly, they processed suspected offenders brought before 
them by others. It was unusual for them to take an active role in the 
detection and apprehension of offenders, although they had the means 
to oversee these processes, particularly through their power to issue 
search or arrest warrants. Yet once an offender had been taken into 
custody, they regularly adopted a critical attitude to the evidence 
presented before them. This might involve dissuading an aggrieved 
party from pressing charges, or extend to directing the collection of 
new evidence in order to construct a more effective case against the 
accused or additional suspects. Some justices (and Samuel Lister was 
evidently one of them) would on occasion adopt a much more active 
role overall if they considered circumstances required it. 
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However, only a few of the cases that came before Lister occasioned 
unusual activity on his part. In fact, although he was undoubtedly an 
assiduous magistrate, the available evidence suggests that his handling 
of most of his serious criminal business was not significantly different 
from that of many of his colleagues on the bench. In order to indicate 
the conventional role of the eighteenth-century magistrate in criminal 
investigation and to understand why at least some of Lister's activities 
were exceptional, it is instructive to consider how he handled the bulk 
of his serious criminal business. Depositions survive for almost all the 
Yorkshire Assize cases that Lister had a hand in Processing,'6 
These depositions account for seventeen caces of theft, one of forgery 
and one of murder. There is also a set of depositions concerning a 
major episode of clipping and counterfeiting during the late 1760s, 
in the investigation of which Lister's role was clearly exceptional 
and which will therefore be discussed separately. Evidence about the 
chain of events that led to the depositions being sworn before Lister is 
available for twelve out of the nineteen remaining cases. All of the 
twelve involved thefts. 

In eight of these cases it appears from the depositions that the 
suspects were apprehended without any previous approach to Lister 
or another magistrate. It was only after the suspect had been taken into 
custody that the parties came before the justice.'7 Yet in none of them 
were the suspects simply caught in the act. In six they were apprehended 
as a result of a greater or lesser degree of detective effort on the part 
of the victim. Take, for example, the case against Samuel Jackson and 
Mark Farrar in 1763. Between 9p.m. and 10 p.m. on Sunday 27 March 
1763 some articles of clothing, a bible and a prayer book were stolen 
out of the house of Jonas Shackleton, a stuffmaker who lived at 
Wadsworth in Halifax parish. Shackleton's wife was out of the house 
at the time, and Shackleton and the rest of the household were in bed. 
The wife, on returning 'home about 10 p.m. discovered the theft and 
roused her husband. He immediately went in search of the offenders, 
along with two manservants. Nearby they encountered two men who, 
on enquiry, reported that earlier that evening they had seen Samuel 
Jackson, Mark Farrar and Farrar's  brother. all of whom they knew 
by name, talking near Shackleton's house. The two men joined the 
pursuit and in the course of the night they searched out and apprehended 
Jackson and the Farrar brothers (all of whom lived nearby), finding 
the stolen property in the process. The next couple of days at least 
eight people involved in the affair travelled the ten miles to Horton 
in order to appear before Lister. He took depositions from six witnesses, 
examined Jackson and Mark Farrar, and committed them to York Castle 
to await trial at the York Assizes in July 1763." 

In these six cases, therefore, responsibility for the work of criminal 
investigation was taken by the victim of the crime. In at least three of 
them (including the case of Jackson and Farrar)  the constable of 
the appropriate township was called upon to assist, but only at a late 
stage in the process of investigation and then primarily to hold the 
suspects in custody until their appearance before the justice. The 
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constables appear to have responded directly when summoned by the 
victim, without any prompting from the magistrate. In the other three 
cases there is no evidence of any reference whatsoever to the 
local constable. 

In the two remaining cases where the suspects were apprehended 
before an approach was made to the justice, the arrests did not rely on 
the initiative of the victim. The accused was taken up by a third party, 
who had no knowledge of a specific offence having been committed. One 
case, for example, was initiated by a Halifax silversmith to whom a man 
offered a silver pint and other silverware for sale from which 
identification letters had been filed. The silversmith's suspicions aroused, 
he sent for a constable, who came and arrested the suspect. On enquiry in 
the town, several people reported that a house at Brighouse (three miles 
away) had been robbed of some silver the previous night. The next day 
the constable, the suspect and the victim of the robbery appeared before 
Lister. 19 

Four cases remain out of the twelve for which the chain of events 
leading to an appearance before Lister is documented. In all of these an 
approach was made to the magistrate before the apprehension of an 
offender. On one occasion this was for an arrest warrant and on the other 
three for a search warrant. Warrants were usually directed by the justice 
to be executed by a constable. By securing a warrant, the complainant 
therefore obtained for his investigation both enhanced legal authority for 
arrest or search and the assistance of a local law officer. Nevertheless the 
initiative remained firmly with the complainant. It was necessary that 
he should have already established a suspicion against a particular 
individual or premises. In granting warrants in such cases then, the 
magistrate's role still consisted of reacting to demands made upon him, 
although he was expected to ensure that a warrant was grounded on 
adequate evidence and that it was properly executed. There is no 
indication in the cases under consideration that when Lister granted 
warrants he did any more than this.2° 

This analysis of Lister's contribution to the process of criminal 
investigation confirms that the justice's role in the initial discovery and 
apprehension of serious offenders against property was usually a 
passive one. He received into the official machinery of justice suspected 
offenders who were detected and carried before him by others. Members 
of the public did not report the bare fact of a serious criminal offence 
to a magistrate as a matter of course, in the expectation that he would 
take responsibility for discovering and apprehending the culprit. The 
county justice was not regarded as an eighteenth-century equivalent of 
a modern police criminal investigation department.2' Even though he 
might grant a search or arrest warrant while the offender was still at large, 
the initiative did not thereby become his. Indeed it is evident from 
Lister's cases and from other eighteenth-century magistrates' corres-
pondence and notebooks that the vast majority of serious criminal cases 
came to a magistrate's attention only after both the identity of the 
suspected offender and at least an outline of the case against him had 
been established. 
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The criminal investigation process did not end with the arrest of a 
suspect. After all, the object of the exercise was to establish the suspect's 
guilt or innocence. Although in serious criminal cases this remained 
primarily the responsibility of the courts, the magistrate nevertheless 
had an important duty to establish and record the facts of the case: 
indeed, to marshal the evidence. Because information is available only 
for cases which Lister passed on for trial, it is not clear whether he, 
like some mid-eighteenth-century justices, refused to commit suspects 
when he considered the evidence did not warrant it. However, the 
surviving depositions do show that Lister could be a probing and astute 
interrogator of both accused and witnesses. For example, in 1766, when 
a man charged with the theft of a horse claimed in his examination before 
Lister that his accuser had sold him the animal in exchange for half a 
guinea and a silver watch the magistrate proceeded to interrogate him 
about the provenance of the watch. Faced with detailed questioning 
about his story the man proved unable to give a satisfactory account.22 

Lister would also contribute to improving the quality of the case 
against an offender by taking additional evidence after the initial 
examination and committal. This is well illustrated by the depositions 
concerning James Radcliffe. Radcliffe, his accuser and witnesses 
anpeared before Lister on 1 January 1757. He was charged with 
killing and attempting to steal a sheep. Two days previously, 
in the afternoon, the sheep had been found by its owner, shot dead 
and partly butchered in the snow on Midgely Moor in Halifax parish. 
The owner and some of his neighbours gave evidence that they had 
concealed themselves nearby and watched the carcass until about 10 p.m. 
when they saw Radcliffe come and put it in a bag. They had then 
seized him. Radcliffe, in his defence, denied the killing and claimed 
he too had earlier found the carcass and had come back to take it 
because he thought it 'might be of service to him'. Lister committed him 
that day to York Castle. However, the magistrate was sufficiently 
attentive to Radcliffe's defence that, ten days later, he bound over 
witnesses who could counter it by swearing they had seen him earlier 
on the day in question on the moor with a gun.23 

4. 

These examples demonstrate once again just how assiduous Samuel 
Lister could be in his handling of serious criminal offences. But the same 
critical marshalling of evidence against a suspected offender can be 
found in depositions taken by a number of West Riding magistrates. 
Lister's management of some cases was, however, much more distinctive. 
Two episodes in particular occasioned special comment by contempo-
raries. The first came early in his career as a justice, when he became 
involved in a case of forgery in Gloucestershire. The second was 
immediately before his death, and concerned the clipping and 
counterfeiting of the gold coin in his own neighbourhood. 

On Monday, 19 January 1756, a man calling himself William 
Wilkins was brought before Litter as a result of his failure to pay his 
reckoning at inns at Wakefield, Dewsbury and Halifax. Litter later 
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pointed out that 'the Devil would have been in him if he had paid 
anything, for he had not a sixpence in his pocket all the time'. 24 Wilkins 
was questioned and his pockets searched. He claimed he was a clothier 
from a place he called Lodgemoor near Painswick in the county of 
Somerset. In his pocket was found a book containing two letters, one 
postmarked Gloucester, two bills of exchange (for £20 and £80 
respectively), made payable to William Wilkins, a promissory note for 
the enormous sum of £1100, and two protections, one for Wilkins, signed 
by Lord Chedworth. A protection of this sort provided immunity from 
arrest in civil suits, particularly actions for debt. Peers enjoyed the right 
to confer such protections by virtue of their parliamentary privilege .25 

The letters in Wilkins' possession were not signed, but appeared to 
Lister to have been written by Wilkins' wife. They indicated, albeit 
obliquely, that Wilkins and his wife, along with others had been involved 
in the forgery of bills of exchange and other commercial paper in the 
West Country. They also suggested that Wilkins had fled from his home 
to Yorkshire in order to escane prosecution. Lister's suspicions were borne 
out by the presence in Wilkins' custody, at a time when he had virtually 
no ready money, of such an exceptionally valuable promissory note 
and the bills of exchange. The magistrate was convinced that the bills, 
the note and the protections were forgeries. 

Forgery of commercial paper, such as bills of exchange or 
promissory notes. was by the mid-eighteenth century a cspital offence 
- felony without benefit of clergy - but no-one had actually come before 
Lister to swear a forgery charge against Wilkins. Eighteenth-century 
magistrates possessed extensive nowers of committal where those 
suspected of felony were concerned, but it was agreed by the best legal 
authorities that to commit a suspect to prison merely on suspicion, the 
justice should have legally sufficient grounds for believing that a felony 
had been committed and usually a sworn accusation against the suspect.26 
Lister had neither. 

Lister was convinced of Wilkins' guilt of a capital offence and 
determined that he should not escape justice. Nevertheless, he was 
uncertain as to how to proceed when the only substantive charge against 
the suspect concerned his defrauding local innkeepers of trivial sums 
of money.27 Faced with this predicament Lister turned for advice to a 
man more expert in such legal niceties than himself - Richard Wilson, 
his friend, a leading barrister and Recorder of the borough of Leeds. 
Wilson suggested that the suspect should be committed to prison for 
failing to find sureties for his good behaviour,28 Wilkins, who had no 
friends in Yorkshire, was clearly in no position to find sureties at short 
notice. Recorder Wilson also recommended that while Wilkins 
remained in custody, steps should be taken to establish the truth or 
otherwise of the Yorkshire magistrate's suspicions by sending news of 
his apprehension into the West Country and by advertising him in the 
London newspapers. 
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Lister responded with characteristic energy to both suggestions, but 
in attempting to disseminate information concerning Wilkins he faced 
considerable obstacles. In the mid-eighteenth century there was no 
official machinery for distributing information about suspected 
offenders between counties and regions. Moreover Lister and Recorder 
Wilson appear to have had little knowledge of, or established links with 
the West Country. They were at first both unsure whether Painsnick was 
in Somerset (as Wilkins claimed) or in Gloucestershire (its actual 
location), despite the fact that it was, like Bradford and Leeds, a cloth 
producing centre. Neither of them were acquainted with even the names 
of any justices of the peace in the two counties. 

These obstacles were all the more significant because time was short. 

It was evident from the letters discovered in Wilkins' possession that 

his associates and his wife were bound over to appear at the Lent Assizes 
in one of the two western counties. Lister and Recorder Wilson would 
have been aware that the Assizes there, like those on the other circuits, 
were probably to be held sometime in March. It was important to ensure 
Wilkins' appearance at the particular Assizes concerned, because if the 
others were acquitted in his absence, it would be impossible to try them 
again on the same charge.29 Moreover, it was doubtful how long 
Wilkins could be held in prison merely for want of sureties. The 
Yorkshire justice and barrister foresaw him securing a rapid release if 
friends came to stand bail for him. 

Recorder Wilson was at least able to provide Lister with the name 
and address of his former landlord at Bath, in Somerset, close to the 
Gloucestershire border. This man he believed to be an Alderman there 
and hence a borough magistrate, though in fact the man had only served 
as a member of the Bath city council and was not a justice.5° With 
profuse apologies for his presumption, Lister immediately wrote to the 
presumed Alderman, asking him 'to inquire into the affair yourself or 
write to some other magistrate - . . who may live near Wilkins, and so 
soon as any information is obtained, you will please to signify the same 
to me, [so] I may know what part to act'.3' A week later Wilson 
recalled the name of Mr. Paul, a Gloucestershire gentlemen clothier, 
to whom he suggested Lister write along the same lines. 32 

Recorder Wilson also assisted the magistrate in drawing up the 
advertisement to be placed in the London press. Lister arranged to have 
it inserted in a newspaper by a Gray's Inn barrister who regularly 
corresponded with a local attorney of Lister's acquaintance. The 
barrister chose the General Evening Post, one of a number of thrice-
weekly London evening papers which circulated more widely in the 
provinces than other London newspapers.33 The advertisement appeared 
in the editions of 31 January and 2 February 1756. 

Meanwhile Lister had evidently been putting the word about the 
Bradford area that he required information concerning affairs in the 
West Country. His mercer at Bradford turned out to be acquainted with 
a gentleman in one of the two counties, probably a large clothier who 
was one of the mercer's suppliers. The mercer also introduced Lister to 
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a Mr. Walter Merrett from Minchinhampton near Painswick in 
Gloucestershire who was 'upon a journey in Yorkshire 1.34 Merrett 
suggested that the Yorkshire magistrate write to Nathaniel Lloyd, a 
gentleman clothier who lived at Uley in Gloucestershire, eight miles 
south-west of Painswick. Lister immediately despatched letters to both 
these gentlemen similar to that he had sent to Wilson's Bath landlord. 

The steps taken by Lister on Wilson's advice to establish the truth 
or otherwise of his suspicions about Wilkins were essentially speculative 
expedients. There was no certainty that anyone in the West Country 
acquainted with the case would see the newspaper advertisement (after 
all he was advertising in a London, not a local paper). Nor could Lister 
be sure that any of the people to whom he had written (none of whom 
were acting magistrates) would either be able or be prepared to assist 
him. Lister's energy, determination and persistence in such discouraging 
circumstances are impressive. His endeavours involved him in some 
expense. The General Evening Post would have charged him approx-
imately seven shillings for the insertion of his advertisement." He 
probably also paid both for the London barrister's assistance in placing 
the advertisement and for the postage of the various letters he 
dispatched. Moreover, by soliciting information in this way he laid 
himself open to future expense and inconvenience which were entirely 
unpredictable. 

As events were to prove, Lister's suspicions concerning Wilkins 
were justified. The Yorkshire magistrate received four letters in reply 
to his newspaper advertisement .36 These established that 'Wilkins' was 
in fact one Edward Wilson a clothier from Painswick near Stroud in 
Gloucestershire. Wilson, in association with several others, had been 
concerned in forging and circulating in the West Country counterfeit 
bills to the value of £4,000 or £5,000. The parties in Gloucestershire 
interested in the affair who wrote to Lister arranged quickly for a 
Habeas Corpus to remove Wilson from Yorkshire to Gloucester, so 
that he could take his trial at the impending Assizes there. One of them 
came north to execute it. Wilson stood trial at Gloucestershire on 
20 March 1756, was convicted and sentenced to death. 

Lister's involvement did not end there, however. Wilson's execution 
was respited, suggesting he was likely to receive a commuted sentence 
or a pardon. The forger proceeded to send Lister an extremely cheeky 
letter, demanding the return of the papers (including the forged note 
and bills) which the magistrate had taken from him in January. Litter 
had already received a request from Lord Chedworth's attorney to send 
him the protections granted in his Lordship's name and found in Wilson's 
pocket. Subsequently Litter received another letter from Gloucester-
shire, this time on behalf of one of the original respondents to his 
advertisement. The man concerned had acted as prosecutor in Wilson's 
trial, but, after the Assizes, he was himself charged with forgery by the 
other interested parties. The Yorkshire magistrate was asked to send the 
man one of the letters received in reply to the advertisement in order to 
help his defence. Confronted with these various requests and not at all 
sure what was going on Litter had to turn once again to a London 
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barrister. He employed the barrister to consult a judge about the 
propriety of returning the forgeries to the convicted man and, after the 
judge refused to assist, to arrange the final disposal of the various papers. 
Although Lister had earlier remarked that he was going to such trouble 
over the case because he conceived it was his duty to do all he could to 
bring offenders to justice, it is difficult not to detect a note of exaspera— 
tion in his comment at the end of May that 'there has been a great scene 
of villainy amongst these people, and . . . I do not know which of them 
is the greatest'.37 

Yet, if Lister's energetic performance of what he considered his 
duty brought him inconvenience, expense and exasperation in 1756, it 
certainly did not discourage him from subsequently adopting a similar 
course of action in appropriate circumstances. For example, in 
November 1764 one John Slack was brought before Lister, having been 
seized by a Halifax innkeeper who noticed a pistol poking out of his 
pocket and therefor-- suspected him of being a highwayman. Lister 
committed him to the House of Correction at Wakefield and arranged 
to have him and his horse advertised in a London newspaper. In this 
instance, the prospect of being advertised was itself enough to persuade 
the suspect to attempt an escape and, on his recapture, to confess to the 
theft of the horse at Leicester. 36 

Both the 1756 and 1764 episodes illustrate the extent to which 
Lister was prepared to take the initiative in criminal investigation in 
cases where individuals appeared before him against whom there was 
some suspicion of a serious offence, but no prosecutor, witnesses or 
substantive evidence. However, in confronting the clippers and coiners 
of the late 1760s, Lister adopted a yet more vigorous role. His task was 
not simply to establish the identity of an aggrieved party, thereby 
ensuring a prosecution (difficult though that could be), but to initiate 
and direct the application of the criminal laws against an illegal business 
that enjoyed massive popular support in his locality. 

The Yorkshire 'yellow trade' was a product of an acute and 
localised cash shortage in the western part of the West Riding textile 
district in the 1760s.11 This arose out of the difficulties experienced by 
the region's staple industry towards the end of the Seven Years War 
and in its aftermath. Under conditions of local cash shortage, gold 
guineas that were deficient in weight by over five shillings in value 
became acceptable at face. In these circumstances, it was highly 
profitable to scour the region and, indeed, the nation, for undiminished 
coins to clip or file down to the locally acceptable weight (subsequently 
restoring the milling) and to recirculate them. The value of the gold 
clippings and filings thus obtained was realized by having them coined 
into counterfeits, which, being themselves precious metal were also 
widely accepted in the locality. The two branches of the yellow trade - 

clipping and coining - were, therefore, mutually dependent. Those who 
coined appear to have been relatively few, but clipping and supplying 
coin at a premium for that purpose were common practices in the area. 
The trade thereby provided widely diffused economic benefits that were 
available at almost every social level. As this was a period of acute 
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recession in the region's staple industry, and as the yellow trade appeared 
not to harm anyone except the government, it is hardly surprising that 
it enjoyed, like smuggling in the coastal areas, enormous popular 
support. This enabled it to proceed in a remarkably overt manner, 
particularly in its heartland, Halifax parish. 

Nevertheless, clipping and coining the English gold coin were 
capital offences: high treason. Other activities which contributed to the 
yellow trade, such as uttering counterfeits, or counterfeiting Portugese 
coin (which circulated in considerable volume in mid-eighteenth-century 
England), were also offences, though non-capital. The trade could be 
very damaging to those such as merchants or tax collectors who were 
obliged to make payments outside the area. Yet in spite of its manifest 
illegality and its local enemies, the trade, already well-established by 
1765, was not subject to a sustained attack on its own territory until 
1769. In order to understand the significance of Samuel Lister's role in 
that attack, it is necessary to explain the trade's long immunity from 
concerted legal action. 

The fundamental obstacle to the enforcement of the criminal laws 
against the yellow trade was the extent of its popular support. As a 
correspondent to the Leeds newspapers remarked in 1769, 'the old 
proverb, everybody's business is nobody's, is sufficient protection from 
prosecution'.4° if that failed, the practitioners of the trade had the 
resources to bribe or intimidate those who opposed them. Although 
there is no evidence, other than innuendo, that Lister or other magistrates 
were subomed, minor law officers were notable participants in the trade 
and magistrates and potential witnesses were threatened. At least two 
murders were later to demonstrate that these were not empty threats. 

Nevertheless, there were other obstacles to enforcing the law. The 
evidential standards demanded by the courts in capital coinage cases 
were stringent, much more so than the texts of the justicing manuals 
would have suggested. Lister and his fellow West Riding magistrates in 
the mid-1760s had hardly any experience of such cases. When they did 
obtain evidence, which could often be highly technical, they bungled 
the job of constructing effective cases. It was precisely this problem 
that the solicitor of the Mint was supposed to remedy. Offences against 
the gold and silver coin were distinctive, in that finance and direction 
were provided for prosecutions through this officer. In particular, he 
was required to direct county magistrates in the collection and collation 
of evidence. Yet in the 1760s, as a result of financial difficulties, the Mint 
solicitor was discouraging magistrates from undertaking investigations. 

All these obstacles manifested themselves in 1765, when the first 
complaints were made by the West Riding magistrates to the Mint 
solicitor and the Treasury regarding the yellow trade. In that year a 
single, abortive prosecution for clipping was undertaken against a man 
from Halifax parish. Some Mint finance was provided, but only a bare 
minimum of active assistance from the Mint solicitor, Nevertheless, he 
complained that the magistrates were incompetent in collecting evidence 
and it was on his instructions that the case was eventually abandoned. 
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It is unclear whether Lister was directly involved, but undoubtedly this 
early debacle highlighted the obstacles to enforcing the law against the 
yellow trade, and for several years discouraged Lister and other 
magistrates from further action.4' Significantly, when Lister did take the 
initiative in 1769, it was without the assistance of the Mint solicitor. 

Lister's associates in that initiative were important local worsted 
manufacturers and a number of local gentry, including John Stanhope of 
Horsforth, a leading Northern Circuit barrister. The attitudes of 
manufacturers towards the yellow trade were divided. Some, especially 
in the vicinity of Halifax, used their legitimate participation in 
inter-regional circuits of cash and credit to profit from it. Others were 
more concerned about the crippling problems it posed for their 
legitimate business. However, their concern was not simply with the 
difficulty of making commercial payments outside the area but also 
with the threat to their personal wealth from being obliged to hold so 
much diminished coin. Presumably local gentlemen like Lister felt 
similarly threatened. These problems became acute during the late spring 
and early summer of 1769.42 In response, a number of meetings were 
held between manufacturers and gentlemen. 

The course of action decided upon at these meetings was based on 
the assumption that if the obstacles to collecting evidence against the 
practitioners of the yellow trade could be overcome, and the deterrent 
potential of the ferocious coin laws thereby re-activated, clipping and 
coining in the area could be suppressed. The strength of popular support 
for the trade and the ability of its practitioners to intimidate and suborn 
were the principal obstacles to collecting evidence. In such a climate, 
the nature of the activities which comprised the yellow trade also 
posed problems. 

As we have seen, in most serious criminal cases a magistrate 
processed offenders and the evidence that others (usually the victim of 
the offence) brought before him. For the magistrate to commit a suspect 
on suspicion of a capital charge, or indeed to issue warrants, evidence 
that was legally sufficient had to be provided on oath. This was no 
mere technicality, because magistrates who ignored it sometimes faced 
proceedings for false imprisonment. Unlike the victims of most thefts, 
those who were injured by the offences comprising the yellow trade 
were injured indirectly. They were therefore unlikely to be able to 
provide the sort of evidence on oath regarding particular circumstances 
or individuals that could justify an arrest or search warrant. Those with 
direct experience of the trade who were in a position to provide such 
evidence were generally its beneficiaries. They had no reason to press 
charges, especially in a context of intimidation and public support. 
Nor, under such circumstances, were third parties likely to apprehend 
coinage offenders on a slight suspicion, in the way the Halifax innkeeper 
apprehended John Slack, the suspected highwayman, in 1764. The 
character of the publicly accessible aspects of the trade was such as to 
provide third parties with little certainty as to criminal intent. Trading in 

110 



coin for profit was a legitimate and widespread activity in an area 
suffering from an acute cash shortage. Clipping required no special 
equipment, and could be effected quickly and simply in private. Clippings 
were easily concealed. 

These considerations explain both why it fell to Lister, the other 
gentlemen and the manufacturers to initiate investigations, and the 
specific tactics they adopted to secure evidence. Since 1764 an 
association of manufacturers had employed several inspectors to detect 
embezzlement by outworkers. The meetings decided to use one of them 
'to get acquainted with some of the persons reputed to be principal 
offenders, and if possible make a discovery'. However, mere association 
with offenders did not produce suitable evidence. Therefore, at a meeting 
on 28 July 1769, Lister and John Stanhope suggested that they should 
be given a free hand to use the inspectors in any way 'they thought 
necessary and expedient to detect the persons guilty'. This was agreed. 
The magistrate and the lawyer had decided to employ two of the 
inspectors as agents provocateurs who would secure irrefutable evidence 
by dealing in coin with known offenders. This would involve the 
inspectors in breaking the law themselves. Consequently, they were 
promised immunity from proceedings and 'reasonable satisfaction for 
their trouble'.43 

The need for secrecy was such that use of the inspectors as agents 
provocateurs was divulged by Lister and Stanhope only to John Hustler, 
the chairman of the manufacturers' association, and to Samuel Lister 
of Manningham, a namesake and relative of the justice who was 
an attorney. The latter took down the inspectors' depositions in 
preference to Lister's regular clerk, in order to ensure concealment. 
Between 5 August and 5 September the two inspectors supplied full-
weight coins at a premium for clipping to at least seven men. On 9 
September Lister committed two of these men to York Castle on the 
inspectors' evidence. Another, who was not committed to York at this 
stage, was taken into custody locally and on 10 and 14 September swore 
depositions before Lister against twelve offenders, which were 
subsequently to provide grounds for further committals.44 

Lister. Stanhope and the manufacturers had not been the only 
injured parties using secrecy and deception to breach the yellow traders' 
solidarities during the summer of 1769. William Deighton, the Halifax 
supervisor of excise, had adopted similar tactics, although it is unlikely 
that either party knew of the other's activities before September. By the 
beginning of that month. Deighton's investigations were also bearing 
fruit in the form of committals to York Castle. In the face of this 
dual—pronged assault, a large number of people associated with the 
yellow trade absconded from the Halifax area about this time.45 

These initial successes for the campaign against the trade marked 
the culmination of Samuel Lister's career as a justice of the peace. 
After mid-September he played no further part in the investigations 
and in just over two months he was dead. The subsequent history of the 
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coining affair was a tortuous one, during which doubt was cast on the 
usefulness of the evidence Lister had been instrumental in securing and, 
indeed, on the very notion that the yellow trade could be crushed by 
bringing the coin laws to bear against its practitioners. However, 
irrespective of whether the assumptions upon which Lister acted in the 
affair were valid, his central role in initiating and directing the process 
of criminal investigation is not in question. 

S. 

Samuel Lister's investigatory activities in 1756 and 1769 were 
distinctive: his contemporaries remarked on them as such. Yet the 
question remains why that should be so. Was Lister's behaviour 
in these episodes distinctive because he responded in ways that other 
magistrates would not have contemplated, or becau:e most magistrates 
never encountered circumstances that might have occasioned such 
activity? The dearth of quantitative and qualitative studies of the 
management of criminal business by other mid -eighteenth-century 
county magistrates makes it difficult to provide a confident answer. 
The difficulty is exacerbated by the fact that evidence of Lister's role 
in 1756 and 1769 derives from sources, particularly correspondence, 
that are not available for the vast majority of either magistrates or 
serious criminal cases. 

Mid-eighteenth-century county magistrates dealt with relatively few 
serious criminal offences against property. Even Lister, one of the most 
active magistrates in the West Riding, was involved in the committal 
for trial at York Assizes of only nineteen suspected offenders in the 
fourteen years 1755 to 1768. Although other cases almost certainly 
came to his notice which did not result in committals, it is most unlikely 
that there were enough of these to make anything other than a very 
infrequent contribution to Lister's work as a magistrate. If someone as 
active as Lister encountered the general run of serious criminal 
offences so infrequently, episodes like those in 1756 and 1769 must 
have been altogether exceptional events in the justicing career of any 
individual county magistrate. Nevertheless, it is important to bear in 
mind that, infrequent though serious criminal offences against property 
were for the individual justice, this need not necessarily detract from 
their significance. After all, it was precisely these offences, along with 
murder, that were the particular object of both popular and official 
concern about crime. 

There is some comparative evidence to suggest that Li;ter's activity 
in the 1756 and 1769 affairs was unlike that of most other county 
magistrates in similar circumstances. For example, he appears to have 
been the only one of the local magistrates to take the initiative against 
the Yorkshire yellow trade in 1769, although this may have been as 
much a testimony to his closer links with aggrieved local businessmen 
as a manifestation of a generally more assiduous approach to such 
criminal business. It was extremely rare for a magistrate to place an 
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advertisement about a suspected offender which carried his own name 
in a London paper, as Lister did in 1756. However, it is important to 
bear in mind that similar advertisements, bearing the names of the 
local constables, gaolers or house of correction keepers were relatively 
more common (especially in provincial newspapers) and may have been 
inserted on the instructions of magistrates. 

At a general level, it is clear that the disincentives to a county 
magistrate adopting an active policy under such circumstances were 
many, and the incentives few. The disincentives were not simply a 
matter of unfamiliarity, cost, inconvenience, occasional personal danger 
and vulnerability to legal proceedings. The kind of initiatory, probing 
role adopted by Lister could come perilously close to contravening the 
codes which dictated the behaviour acceptable among men of his 
station. Sir John Fielding was to acknowledge this in the 1770s when 
he commented that 'magistrates in the country however public spirited 
they may be, can only back our warrants, recommend peace officers 
to execut7 them, and examine offenders when taken, and such like; 
but . - in general much more is required, in case of . . pursuits, 
than is proper to ask a magistrate, or possible for his superior station 
to admit of'.46 Behaviour like Lister's, if successful, co-.,Id enhance a 
magistrate's authority in a locality and earn him praise from interested 
parties, fellow justices. the Lord Lieutenant and the judges at Assizes. 
But it ran the risk of gaining him a reputation as an interfering and 
ungentlemanly busybody.47 

Nevertheless, this was a risk some mid-eighteenth-century 
magistrates were prepared to take. Not merely in the West Riding, 
but in many other counties, the bulk of the serious criminal business 
(and of other magisterial duties) was handled by a small proportion 
of the acting justices. Some of these men were, like Lister, remarked 
upon by their contemporaries for their exceptional activity both in the 
number of cases they handled and the manner in which they were 
prepared to deal with them.48 'Whether they differed from their colleagues 
on the bench in other respects is not yet clear. Later in the century they 
were often to be clerics, but this was not the case at mid-century. As 
far as Lister is concerned, experience of his father's magistracy and his 
own legal training may have predisposed him to be active. But 
irrespective of how his background influenced the manner in which he 
discharged his responsibilities under the criminal law, his own 
explanation is clear enough: 'I think it my duty not only as a 
magistrate, but as a private person to do all that I am able to bring 
villains to justice'.49 
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NOTES 

1. See for example J. H. Plumb. England in the Eighteenth 
Century, (London 1950), pp. 34-6, or W. A. Speck, Stability and 
Strife, England 1714.1760, (London 1977), pp. 27-9. 

2. For examples of recent studies of the eighteenth-century bench 
see E. Moir, Local Government in Gloucestershire, 1775-1800, 
(Bristol 1969). and Glynne Welby, 'Rulers of the Countryside: the 
justice of the peace in Nottinghamshire, 1775-1800'. Transactions 
of the Thoroton Society, vol. 78, (1974). J. J. Tobias in his Crime 
and Police in England 1700-1900, (London 1979), pp. 25-8, does 
briefly discuss magistrates' criminal business, asserting that they 
often took an active part in detection, but provides no substantia— 
tion for this claim. 

3. This definition of 'serious offences' as those that were tried at 
Assizes is inevitably arbitrary. In theft cases in the mid-eighteenth 
century there was in practice no very strict line of demarcation 
between those heard at Assizes and those heard at Quarter Sessions. 
Even thefts that were technically capital could be re-defined in 
such a way that they were treated as petty larceny at Quarter 
Sessions. Nevertheless, there was a broad differentiation whereby 
aggravated thefts and those of more valuable property tended 
to go to Assizes. 

4. William Cudworth in Rambles Round Horton, (Bradford 1886) 
suggests two different years of birth. In the pedigree between pages 
84 and 85 Lister is said to have been baptised on 17.10.1730, but 
on page 87 the year of his birth is given as 1714. The earlier date 
appears to be the correct year of birth as he was admitted as an 
attorney in 1738. 

5. Public Record Office (hereafter PRO), C234/44, Lord Chancellor's 
Fiats, West Riding of Yorkshire; C 193/45, Crown Office Dedimus 
Book, 1746-1789; IND 4599, Court of Common Pleas, Attorney's 
Admissions, 1729-1751. 

6. D. Defoe, A Tour tliro' the whole Island of Great Britain, (2 vole., 
London 1928), vol. 2. p. 603. 

7. See J. Styles, ' "Our Traitorous Money Makers". The Yorkshire 
Coiners and the Law, 1760-83'. chapter 5, in J. Brewer and 
J. Styles (eds.). An Ungovernable People: The English and their 
Law in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, (London 1980). 
pp. 188. 206-7. 

8. Analysis of the numbers and distribution of acting justices is based 
principally on PRO. C 193/45, Crown Office Dedimus Book, 
1746-1789; West Yorkshire County Record Office (hereafter 
WYCRO), 050/1/20-26, West Riding Quarter Session Order Books, 
1746-70, 042 & 043. West Riding Justices' Qualification Oath 
Books. 1745-99, and my own file of magistrates' biographies. 
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9. The twelve parishes were Kirkheaton, Kirkburton, Almondbury 
Huddersfield, that part of Rochdale in Yorkshire, Halifax, 
Bradford, Bfrstall, Mirfield, Calverley, Bingley and Keighley. 
Hartshead cum Clifton, a detached portion of Dewsbury parish 
surrounded by some of the above, is also included, 

10. North Yorkshire County Record Office, JA/YCC 10, Calendars 
of Prisoners, 1755-1768; York Minster Library, Hailstone 
Collection LLI, Calendars of Prisoners, 1755-1768. 

II. Sheffield City Library, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments, R 11/2, 
Rockingham to John Royds, 25.11.1769. (I should like to thank 
Earl Fitzwilljam, the Trustees of the Wentworth Woodhouse 
Estates Co. and the Sheffield City Library for their permission to 
quote from this document). 

12 Bradford City Library (hereafter BCL), Deeds Collection, 16/11/10, 
Mr. Phillips to S. Lister, 17.2.1756 and J. Heart to S. Lister, 
28.2. 1756. 

13. WYCRO, 050/1/20-26, West Riding Quarter Sessions Order 
Books, 1746-1770. 

14. See J. H. Langbein, Prosecuting Crime in the Renaissance, 
(Cambridge Mass., 1974), Part 1. 

15. See W. Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, 
(4 vols., Chicago, 1979). vol. 1, p. 342. 

16. PRO, ASSI 45/25/1 to 45/29/3; Northern Circuit Assize 
Depositions. 1753 to 1770. Depositions survive in all but one of 
the cases at Assizes between 1755 and 1770 in which Lister 
committed the offenders to prison. In some instances it is possible 
to supplement the evidence of the depositions with materials from 
other sources, particularly newspapers. 

17. In two of these it is possible that some approach was made to 
Lister before the arrest of the suspected offender, in spite of the 
absence of any mention of it in the depositions. Nevertheless, the 
primary role of the victim in undertaking the investigations is 
not in doubt. 

18. PRO, ASSI 45/27/1/52-6. 

19. PRO, ASSI 45/28/3/109-112. 

20. However, it is possible that up to the 1760s local magistrates 
granted general search warrants in such cases. If so, victims of 
offences against property may have been accustomed to approach 
Lister and his fellow justices more often and more indiscriminately 
than this paragraph suggests. See Styles, ' "Our Traitorous Money 
Makers" ', p. 208 and note 177. 

21. But it is important to emphasise that recent research suggests the 
detective capacity of the CID in equivalent modern cases is more 
limited than the popular image of the detective might suggest; see, 
in particular, D. Steer, Uncovering Crime: The Police Role, 
(London 1980). 
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22. PRO, ASS! 45/28/3/145-8. 

23. PRO, ASSI 45/26/l/109-112A. Although Lister was obviously 
willing to bind over these witnesses, the available evidence does 
not indicate whether this supplementary evidence was actually 
secured on Lister's instructions. However, it is likely that this 
was the case. 

24. BCL, Deeds, 16/14/10, Lister to 'Dear Alan'. n.d. BCL, Deeds 
16/14/10 comprises a bundle of Lister's letters and undated drafts 
on the case, on which this account is based. 

25. See W. Holdsworth, A History of English Lou-, vol. 6. (London 
1924) p. 545; vol. 10, (London 1938), p. 257. 

26. R. Burn, The Justice of the Peace and Parish Officer, 3rd edition, 
(London 1756), p. 46; W. Hawkins, A Treatise of the Pleas of the 
Crown, Book 2. (London 1734), pp. 84-5. 

27. The surviving evidence does not indicate exactly by whom Wilkins 
was brought before Lister, or the precise nature of the accusation 
they made against him. However, it is unlikely that any proceedings 
against him for his petty frauds, whether at common law as a cheat, 
or, perhaps, as an idle and disorderly person under 17G II c.5 could 
have kept him in custody for very long. 

28. In London especially this was the normal procedure used in cases 
of suspected felony when a sworn accusation was lacking. 

29. They would have been able to plead 'autrefois acquit'. 

30. Bath City Record Office, Bath Council Minute Books. vols 5. 6 and 
7, 1728.1761. 

31. BCL Deeds, 16/14/10, draft on reverse of Lister to Richard Wilson, 
20.1.1756. 

32. This was probably the father of Sir George Paul, the prison 
reformer. 

33. M. Harris, 'The London Newspaper Press, c. 1725-1746', (London 
University Ph.D. dissertation, 1973). pp. 36-8. 

34. Merrett was possibly one of those many Gloucestershire clothiers 
or clothiers' agents who marketed cloth by selling direct to 
tradesmen throughout the country. 

35. The editions of the General Evening Post which carried Lister's 
advertisement do not appear to have survived. However, Lister's 
papers on the affair do include a draft of the advertisement. It is 
possible to calculate the charge by comparing the draft with the 
run of the General Evening Post for 1736 held at the Guildhall 
Library. London, which carries the prices charged for each 
advertisement. It is unlikely that Lister was recompensed for this 
or his other expenses in the affair. 

36. There is no evidence in Lister's surviving correspondence that his 
letters elicited any response. 
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37. BCL Deeds, 16/14/10, Lister to Mr. Rookes, 26.5.1756. 

38. PRO ASSI 45/28/1/100-2. 

39. For a comprehensive discussion of the Yorkshire yellow trade see 
Styles.' "Our Traitorous Money Makers" ',on which the following 
account is based. 

43. Leeds Inielligencer, 18.7.1769, letter signed 'AR.' 

41. There is no doubt that Lister was aware of the presence of the trade 
in the Halifax area by 1767; see PRO, ASSI 45/28/3/10-14. 

42. PRO, ASS! 45/29/3/92. 

43. PRO, SP 37/7, State Papers Domestic George III, narrative signed 
by Samuel Lister of Manningham and John Hustler, 2.12.1769. 

44. Lister had taken some depositions concerning clipping and coining 
at the end of July 1769 which appear to have nothing to do with 
toe inspectors' endeavours. However, they did not lead to any 
comniittals. See PRO ASSI 45/29/3/50, 59, 65, 66. 

45. On 5.9.1769 Lister committed one of the offenders detected by 
Deighton. See PRO, ASSI 45/29/3/55. 

46. Cumbria County Record Office (Kendal). WOSR 384/17, Wetmor-
land Sessions Roll, Appleby Sessions, Easter 1775, undated printed 
circular headed 'To the Acting Magistrates of the Counties at large 
throughout ENGLAND, in their Quarter Sessions assembled'. 

47. In boroughs, where magistrates usually held their office by virtue 
of being mayor or alderman and were normally in trade, the 
constraints of gentlemanly behaviour were probably not so great. 
Indeed, activity as a justice may have been a much more important 
ladder to local or regional influence for such men than it was for 
county magistrates. This could explain the fact that some of the 
provincial magistrates most active in criminal investigation in the 
second half of the eighteenth century were borough justices, for 
example Alderman Hewitt of Coventry and Mr. Jones of Worcester. 

48. For example, John Grinsston in the East Riding of Yorkshire in 
the 1770s. 

49. BCL Deeds, 16/14/10, Lister to? [Mr. Griffiths], nd. [9.2.1756]. 
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OLD BRADFORD CHARITIES 
by MARY LISTER, B.D. 

The Library and Muniinent Room of Bradford Cathedral contain 
many interesting documents giving details of various charities, most 
of which were, during the nineteenth century at least, administered by 
the Vicar of Bradford and his Churchwardens. Many of the charities 
were intended to be in the charge of Trustees appointed in the will of 
the donor. As these original Trustees died, other responsible people 
were sought to replace them, and the Vicar and Churchwardens 'for 
the time being', as the phrase goes, were evidently considered suitable 
for such positions. Later in the nineteenth century there was a growing 
feeling in the town that the Church had 'too big a finger in the Charity 
Pie', and many felt that the Nonconformists were not receiving their 
fair share of the charities. As a result, in 1893, Councillor James Parker 
was instrumental in bringing about a public inquiry into Bradford's 
charities. 

THE POOR'S ESTATE AND QUIT RENTS 

The oldest of these charities is the Poor's Estate, with which is 
linked a Horton charity called Quit Rents, or, to give it its popular 
name, 'Hoppy Money'. 

From ancient times, efforts were made to help the poor of Bradford 
by using the income from several small estates of houses and land given 
for this purpose. During the seventeenth century this money, having 
been allowed to accumulate, was used to buy estates in Wilsden, 
henceforth to be known as Bradford Poor's Estate. An Inquisition 
dated 1655 describes this property: 

One messuage with appurtenances in Wilsden and three closes of 
land there, late purchased of Tobias Greenwood (with the Poor's 
money of the town of Bradford), was abutting Gomersal Lane 
on the North and upon the Commons of Wilsden on the East 
and West. 

The lease of a Wilsden farm in 1702-3 says there existed an ancient 
estate of land and housing 'situate in Wilsden and belonging to the 
poor of Bradford'. Mr. Marsden, the Lord of the Manor, had allotted 
from the commons there, sixty days' work on the land in respect of the 
Poor's Estate for the use of the poor. This was allotted to one, John 
Midgley, tenant of the Poor's Estate, and by a deed of 2 May 1702 
it was conveyed from Richard, his son, to Francis Lindley of Boiling 
Hall, Be&a-nin Baron, Vicar of Bradford. Richard Smith of Miryshaw. 
Abraham Balme of Horton, John Hollings of Allerton, John Midgley 
of Horton and John Lister of Manningham, as Trustees of the Poor's 
Estate.' 

During the eighteenth century income from the Poor's Estate 
varied very little. Between 1756 and 1771 the income was allocated 
as follows. The townships of Thornton, Manningham. Haworth and 
Bradford each received £1 12s, 9d. for distribution. Smaller districts 
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were grouped in pairs: Allerton and Wilsden; Wibsey and Byerley; 
Great and Little Horton; Eccleshil and Shipley, each group receiving 
£1 12s. 9d., whereas Bowling's poor were given 16s. 4d., making a 
total annual income of £13 ISs. 4d.2 

Gradually, increased amounts became available, e.g., 
1777 large districts received £2 7s. 6d. smaller districts £1 3s. 9d. 
1812 ‚, ,. ., £3 Os. 7d.,‚ ‚, £1 lOs. 4d. 
1814 ,‚ ,, ,, £5 12s. 2ð.,, . £2 16s. Id. 
1827 ,. .. ,, £5 9s. Cd.,, ,, £2 13s. 6d. 

In 1777 Michael Maud and Thomas Hill paid £9 and £6 
respectively as rent for lands in Wilsden, this money being the income 
from lands which had been purchased in the seventeenth century. 
By 1814 the tenant of Norr Hill Farm paid £27 lOs. and the tenant of 
Crackfield Farm paid £21 which, by 1852, had dropped to £25 and 
£18, suggesting a reduction in farming profits. 

By the mid—nineteenth century the original Trustees of the Poor 
Fund had been replaced by the Charity Commissioners who, in 1886, 
decided to sell the property in Wilsden. A legal document drawn up 
by the Commissioners on this occasion states that the property 
consisted of: 

1. A messuage or dwelling—house situate at Wilsden known 
as Norr Hill, with outbuildings and several closes of land 
containing 40 acres 3 roods 13 perches occupied by Henry 
Hardaker who paid £53 per annum rent. 

2. Several closes of land at Wilsden with a cottage called 
Crackfield Farm consisting of 7 acres 3 roods and 38 perches, 
occupied by John Overend Wood at an annual rent of £18. 

The land was offered for sale at the Talbot Hotel in Bradford on 
30 September 1886, but as bidding did not reach the sum envisaged 
by the Charity Commissioners the property was withdrawn and 
disposed of by private treaty. Mr. W. Busfield subsequently bought 
Norr Hill for £1,500 and Mr. Samuel Peel Myers paid £1,150 for 
Crackfield Farm, the money being invested in Government Consols 
bought in the name of the Vicar and Churchwardens of Bradford, who 
were the local administrators of the charity. Dividends from this 
investment brought in £68 145. a year during the remainder of the 
nineteenth century. 

Later events were to show that this sale was not altogether a wise 
move. Farm rents in 1884 brought in £71 a year compared with 
dividends of £68 14s. after 1886, and by 1967 the annual interest only 
amounted to £64 18s. 8d. It is interesting to speculate what the charity 
would have received in the 1980s if the farms had not been sold. 

Hoppy Money was instituted by an Indenture dated 1617, between 
John Sharp of Little Horton (youngest son of Thomas Sharp), and 
Samuel Taylor of Bradford, Richard lllingworth of ABet-ton, Tristram 
Ledgard of Bradford and John Boothes of Great Horton, whereby 
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John Sharp in consideration of the sum of £46 16s. of lawful English 
money paid by the above—mentioned four men: 

'bath granted bargained aliened and sold . to the said Samuel 
Taylor, Tristram Ledgard, Richard Illingworth and John Boothes 
all those annual and severall yearly rents payable at the Feasts of 
Pentecost and St. Martin the Bishoppe in winter by even portions 
one annual rent charge of thirty shillings and one boyne hen issuing 
out of three parts of certain lands and tenements called Haycliffe 
with the appurtenances in Horton aforesaid sometimes in the 
severall tenures and occupations of Thomas Fletcher and Elizabeth 
Thornton decee ted and now in the tenure of Edward Fletcher 
(Son of the said Thomas) and his assigns one other annual charge 
of ten shillings issuing out of the fourth part of the said lands and 
tenements called Haycliffe in Horton aforesaid sometimes in the 
severall tenures or occupation of Thomas Fletcher and Elizabeth 
Thornton deceased and now in the tenure and occupation of 
Richard Thornton (son of Lawrence Thornton deceased and of the 
said Elizabeth) his assignee or assigns and also one other annual 
or yearly rent charge of ten shillings and two boyne hens issuing 
out of a Cottage a Garden and certain lands and tenements 
in Horton aforesaid now also in the tenure or occupation of the 
said Richard Thornton his assignee or assigns which John Sharp 
and his late father Thomas had and purchased jointly to them and 
their heirs for ever of Thomas Woode then of Keswick in the said 
County Yeoman and Rosamund his wife and of John Woode (son 
and heir apparent of the said Thomas and Rosamund) . . ' 

The rents at the Feast of Pentecost and the three hens payable at 
the Nativity of Our Lord were conveyed to the above four men, 
Samuel Taylor, Tristram Ledgard. Richard lllingworth and John 
Boothes and their heirs 'to receive the money and hens and yearly to 
bestow and pay over the same to the poor in the town and parish of 
Bradford by even portions fcr ever'. If the rents were not paid, the four 
Trustees miaht distrain the goods of thoe who did not pay, and impound 
them until the rent was paid. 

The John Sharp mentioned in the Indenture, son of Thomas Sharp, 
was a great—uncle of Abraham Sharp, the celebrated astronomer and 
mathematician. 

Quit Rents was a charge on several farms in Horton for the benefit 
of the poor. It consisted of small rents payable by the tenants of the 
old manors, by which payment they were allowed to go 'quiet and free'. 
Because the rent was paid in silver coins it was often called "White 
Rents'. This old custom of paying tribute to the Lord of the Manor 
was diverted to provide relief for the poor. 

Henry Hoppy, an usher at Bradford Grammar School, undertook 
extra duties such as collecting dues and tithes on land. In 1700 he 
was known to be collecting the Horton Quit Rents, since when it has 
been known as Hoppy Money, just as the white house where he lived 
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at the foot of Church Steps in Bradford, alongside Hoppy Bridge, was 
known as Hoppy House. After Henry Hoppy died, his duties in respect 
of the Quit Rents passed to the Churchwardens of the Parish Church, 
and an old book kept by them bears evidence to the fact that the poor 
of Horton had a right to this money. 

The value of Hoppy Money has scarcely changed since its inception. 
In the Free Grammar School Book of 1658 there is an entry which 
reads 

For a parcel of land at Horton 
Edward Fletcher paid yearly £2 9s. Od. 
Richard Thornton ,, ,. £1 8s. 6d. 
Widow Thornton 
and Thos. Thornton ,, £1 Is. Od. 

making a total payment of £4 18s. 6d. 

Ninety years later we find that the Poor Rents amounted to 
£11 18s. 6d., being made up of £7 from the Wilsden lands and 
£4 18s. 6d. Hoppy Money. In 1762 several residents of Horton paid 
Quit Rents, the combined sums still amounting to £4 18s. 6d. 

William Booth for Thornton's land at Beldon Hill lOs. 6d. 
Thomas Dews for Thornton's land at Beldon Hill 5s. Od. 
John Hodgson on behalf of the late Thomas Hodgson for 
Sam's Corn Mill 4s. 7d. 
William Booth for Edward Fletcher £1 9s. 6d. 
and for Richard Fletcher for James Robertshaw's farm lOs. Od. 
Joseph Blaymires for Widow Pownall's land lOs. 6d. 
Abednego Pollard and John Hopper for the Iron Chapel site 3s. 9d. 
Jim Fletcher for Mr. Thornton for Francis Bates's Farm 
at Old Road 9s. 6d. 
Thomas Thornton for James Lee for Horton Parkland 15s. 2d. 

Out of this amount Horton's poor people received £1 12s. 9d.5 

When the old Bell Chapel was erected on part of the waste land 
in Horton. in 1806, the duties of collecting Hoppy Money were 
transferred by the Bradford Churchwardens to their counterparts in 
Horton. 

By 1800, while the Wilsden rents were bringing in £27 18s.. 
Hoppy Money remained at £4 18s. 6d. Throughout the nineteenth century 
the Wilsden rents constantly increased in value while Quit Rents 
remained unchanged although the land was often in different 
ownership. 

In 1873 Hoppy Money was paid as follows: 
Cowling Ackroyd for a croft on the site of the 
Iron Church 3s. 9d. 
James Pearson for Sam's Corn Mill 4s. 7d. 
John Wilkinson for Beldon Hill 5s. Od. 
Rachel Tordoff for Beldon Hill lOs. 6d. 
John Turner for Robertshaw's farm on Southfield Lane 

lOs. Od. 
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Exrs. of Edward Noble for Well Close Farm at 
Horton Park Top 
Francis Sharp Powell for his tenants 

15s. 2d. 
£2 9s. 6d. 

£4 18s. 6d. 

When Cowling Ackroyd died in 1873 the Churchwardens failed to claim 
the money from the new owner so the fund was permanently reduced 
to £4 14s. 9d. 

Evidence of an attempt to recover the 'lost' money is seen in a 
letter written on 8 November 1878 to the Churchwardens of Bradford 
by A. A. Metcalfe of Great Horton: 

I think I mentioned to you at the Visitation that there is 
a sum of 3s. 9d. we should get for some land occupied by an 
Iron Congregational Chapel but this has not been paid for 
some years now, my predecessor fearing that if he insisted 
upon having it there might be a commotion in the place for 
the people there are a particularly rusty set.6 

It appears that this advice was taken, as no further attempts were made 
to recover the money. 

During the mid-nineteenth century the Churchwardens of the 
various parishes where people benefited from this charity evidently 
felt that they were entitled to some reward for their labours, and in 
1857 they met at the Bowling Green Hotel, where they spent £4 of 
the Poor's money on a dinner to which the tenants of the different 
lands were invited. This annual event was abolished in 1870 and tenants 
of Crackfield and Norr Hill Farms at Wilsden were compensated by 
a gift of 5s. each.7 

When the Wilsden Poor Lands were sold in 1886 the estate was 
said to consist of Norr Hill Farm, Crackfield Farm and 'certain Quit 
Rents amounting to £4 14s. 9d. out of land at Great Horton known 
as "Hoppy Money" '. At that time the money was collected by the 
Churchwardens of Horton and handed over to those of the Bradford 
Parish Church. The total income from Hoppy Money and the 
Poor's Estate was then distributed in the following proportions: 
Bradford, Great Horton, Haworth, Manninghani, Thornton and Wibsey 
• two-seventeenths each; Allerton, Bowling, Eccleshill, Shipley and 
Wilsden - one-seventeenth each.' These were all churches within the 
ancient parish of Bradford, and the money, usually in amounts of 3s. 
or 3s. 6d., was distributed to those poor people who were not in receipt 
of regular parochial relief, their circumstances having been carefully 
examined. 

When the Wilsden farms were sold the parties involved 
in the payment of the Quit Rents were told that the Charity 
Commissioners had agreed to their buying the charge of their farms. 
As no one took advantage of this offer the present owners of the land 
are still legally required to pay the Quit Rents, a fact which has caused 
some problems during the present century. 
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For some years after 1885 the money was not distributed, probably 
because of the sale of the Wilsden lands at that time. The share for 
Horton was allowed to accumulate instil 1890 when there was £37 14s. 
in the fund. The arrears having been paid, the money was distributed 
in Christmas week 1890, to a large number of people who, on receiving 
sums of 5s. to 7s. 6d., were said to be 'very delighted'. 

It was about this time that James Parker became unhappy about 
the distribution of the charity. In his little book History of the 
Horton Charities he mentions the fact that the Churchwardens of 
Bradford had to furnish a statement of their distribution of charity 
money and he remarked, 'It would be a good thing if the Horton 
Churchwardens had to do the same'. Hence, on 9 May 1893, at the 
instigation of Councillor Parker and Mr. R. Pratt. Bradford Town 
Council decided to ask for a Government Inquiry into the charities 
of Bradford under the Charity Inquiries (Expenses) Act of 1892. 
The inquiry opened on Tuesday, 23 January 1894, at the Town Hail 
under the chairmanship of Arthur Cardew, Barrister-at-Law. 

After stating the origins of the charity. Councillor Parker pointed 
out that no one knew why the townships of Clayton and Allerton 
received no share of the distribution and commented on the peculiarity 
that if the Horton Churchwardens failed to collect Quit Rents the 
poor of Horton were deprived of their share of the Poor's Estate. 
Mr. A. B. Sewell, representing Bradford Churchwardens, said that this 
was because the Horton Churchwardens had, a few years previously, 
failed to collect the Quit Rents. As they would receive a larger sum 
of money, i.e. one-seventeenth of the Poor's Estate in return payment 
had been withheld until the Quit Rents were collected.9 

The question of the distribution of the money played a large part 
in the Inquiry. It was stated that in Bradford the distribution was made 
by the Churchwardens on the recommendations of the clergy and ladies 
connected with the Parish Church, whereas in Horton, according to 
Councillor Parker, the clergy left the matter to their Churchwardens, 
a situation which was reversed in Bowling)° 

Canon Bardsley, the Vicar of Bradford, said that all the ladies 
who made the recommendations were connected with the Parish Church, 
with the exception of Mrs. Gates of Eccieshill, and the clergy relied 
on their judgement and fairness. 

There was considerable feeling that the whole business was too 
much 'church-centred', although it was pointed out that people in need 
of help usually turned to the Vicar for assistance and that applicants 
were dealt with according to their needs, not their church-going, to 
which a Nonconformist Minister, the Rev. F. Kellett, replied that he 
could supply the names of many needy people if he knew the date and 
time of distribution. This last point was another cause of concern to 
many Nonconformist members of the Inquiry. There was no public 
announcement of the distribution and few people knew about it. 
Mr. Lord oointed out that money was handed over to the local 
Churchwardens at Easter and distributed by them at their discretion, 
no special date being named on the Trust Deed. 
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Although Canon Bardsley asserted that there was no attempt to 
favour members of one religious denomination, and that the Vicar 
and Churchwardens could only do their duty to the best of their ability, 
this provoked Mr. Illingworth to reply, 'But Canon Bardsley must 
remember that the days of blind, unquestioning faith are gone, and 
wherever public money is in question now there must be a very general 
feeling that we are not called upon to put absolute faith in one set of 
evidence or one body of religionists'. The Vicar remarked that if a 
better scheme could be devised the Churchwardens would be only too 
pleased to be relieved of an onerous duty that brought no advantage 
to the church. 

The Inquiry evidently cleared the air but provided no solution 
to Councillor Parker's problem, and the Churchwardens continued 
to act as Trustees, the number of recipients varying from sixty-two 
receiving 2s. 6d. each in 1890, to thirty-two people receiving 3s. each 
in 1923. 

Trouble arose again in the 1930s when Allen Shepherd & Sons 
of Clayton, the owners of Robertshaw's Farm in Southfield Lane, were 
found to owe lOs. Hoppy Money in 1935. Shepherd's were a firm of 
builders who acquired the land in question for building purposes, and 
they argued that they were not liable to pay the rent. As a gesture 
they offered to pay 9s. 2d., which was not acceptable to the 
Churchwardens. It was argued that Mr. Powell paid £2 9s. 6d. in 1890. 
The rents of lOs. 6d. and 5s. paid for land at Beldon Hill were lost, 
as the owners had refused to pay. Thus, in 1936, only the lOs. from 
Robertshaw's Farm, 4s. 7d. for Sam's Mill, and 15s. 2d. for land in 
Horton Park remained to be collected. Shepherd's also argued that 
Quit Rents had not been mentioned when the land was sold to them. 

In reply the Churchwardens asserted that William Ramsden 
formerly paid 5s. for Beldon Hill Farm and Dan Hellewell paid lOs. 6d. 
as tenant of Brow Ton Farm, Beldon Hill, owned by the Tordoff family. 
This had not been paid for some time, but six years' arrears (the maximum 
allowed) was successfully demanded in 1936. The rent for Beldon Hill 
Farm, previously owned by the Bradford Brick and Tile Company, 
was paid until 1925, and that of Brow Top Farm until 1927. 

Eventually the matter was resolved when Allen Shepherd agreed 
to pay two years arrears at lOs. a year. The same year Bradford 
Corporation paid 15s. 2d. for the land at Horton Park, which had 
been acquired by them some time after 1873. and Mr. H. Rhodes paid 
4s. 7d. for Sam's Corn Mill. The charges of £2 9s. 6d. paid by the 
owners of Horton Old Hall having been redeemed in 1923, the annual 
income from Quit Rents was reduced to £2 5s. 3d.'2 

The distribution continued to be made from the Parish Church, 
now the Cathedral. In 1928 it was made to sixty-eight poor persons, 
mostly widows and spinsters, on the second Monday in July, in the 
sums of 3s. 6d. or 3s. each, the names of recipients being recorded in a 
book kent in the Vestry and now preserved in the Muniment Room. 
From 1938 to 1966 the sum of £7 ISs. was distributed annually, 
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reducing to to £7 17s. 4d. from 1967 to 1969. The capital from the 
sale of the Wilsden Poor Lands invested in 21% Consols was bringing 
in £64 18s. Sd. a year interest. 

The development of the Welfare State and the consequent decrease 
in the level of poverty means that the need for distributing the 
Poor's Money is not nearly as great as in earlier times. The Charity 
is still in existence, but along with other similar forms of relief, is now 
part of the general funds available for distribution by the Provost when 
need arises. 

THE PETER SUNDERLAND LECTURESHIP 
The people of the seventeenth century took their religion very 

seriously and, indeed, were prepared to go to war or to suffer other 
hardships and disabilities rather than disobey their consciences. The 
Puritans laid great stress on expounding the Bible to members of their 
congregation and, in this respect, set a pattern which the Established 
Church followed. Thus, during the second half of the seventeenth 
century, we find some pious members of the Church of England 
making provision for the religious instruction of the laity by the 
provision of an Afternoon Lecturer as an assistant, or occasionally, 
as events showed, as a rival to the Vicar. Such a benefactor was 
Peter Sunderland of Leaventhorpe. 

By an Indenture dated 1 March 1671 he granted to Abraham 
Brooksbank and four others, their heirs and assigns, a yearly rent 
charge of £40 payable half-yearly on the Feasts of Pentecost and 
St. Martin. issuing out of certain property, a shortened account of 
which follows: 

1. A messuage or tenement called the Talbott with buildings, 
gardens, orchards and a croft of land on the South side 
in Kirkgate. 

2. Three closes of land called Hollingreave Lands in Horton 
on the west side of the road leading from Bradford to Bollinge. 

3. Three other closes of land and one other little close and one 
holme with appurtenances in Horton. 

4. A close of land commonly called The Holle Close. in Horton. 
S. A messuage or tenement called King's Head with buildings, 

gardens, orchards and two crofts of land lying on the South side 
in Kirkgate. 

6. Four other dwellings and a barn in Kirkgate below the King's 
Head. 

7. Four other dwelling houses and buildings in Kirkgate between 
the Talbott and the barn belonging to the King's Head. 

S. A messuage or tenement called the Fawlcon, a barn and other 
buildings, garden and a croft on the South side with 
appurtenances near the Avebridge. 

9. One great lath or barn near the Fawlcon. 
10. A dwelling house near the Avebridge and a garden, a little 

croft with the appurtenances thereof, 
II. Two cottages and the appurtenances near the Avebridge. 
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And out of all the other messuages and lands in Bradford and Horton 
which Peter Sunderland had lately purchased of Tempest Brigghouse 
and William Swayne or either of them upon trust, 

to permit a pious, learned and able preaching minister of God's 
Holy Word being a Master of Arts at the least, and conformable 
to the discipline of the Church of England as then established, 
and lawfully licensed, and exercising his ministerial function of 
prayer and preaching every Sunday, in the afternoon, in the 
Parish Church of Bradford aforesaid, as a lecturer, or assistant to 
the Vicar, to have the said rent charge . . . ' 

The Lecturer was to be appointed by the Trustees, of whom three, 
including the Vicar, must be present when the appointment was made. 
In the event of any scandal arising in connection with the life or 
activities of the Lecturer, then the Vicar and two of the Trustees could 
remove him from office. Within eleven weeks of the Lecturer leaving 
his office by reason of death, failure to discharge his duties, or dismissal. 
the Trustees should appoint a successor. Any Trustee who failed to 
attend the meeting within six days of receiving notice of it would lose 
his vote for that occasion. If the vacancy had not been filled at the end 
of eleven weeks then the Master and Fellows of St. Peter's College, 
Cambridge, had the right to make an appointment. Each Lecturer should 
pay lOs. for every Sunday that the office was vacant, to a minister who 
had the Vicar's consent to carry out the Lecturer's duties. The five 
Trustees must always include the Vicars of Bradford and Halifax. 

This perpetual annual rent charge of £40 was collected principally 
from the properties in the centre of Bradford. £35 being due from 
lands in Kirkgate round the site of the Talbot Hotel and £5 from land 
in what became Bank Street, around No. 28, the site of the King's Head 
property in 1671. As this grant was made in perpetuity, the present-day 
owners of the property, the Bradford Corporation for the Talbot Hotel, 
and the Halifax Building Society for the King's Head site, must pay 
the annual rental of £35 and £5 respectively. 

Since 1974, following a long correspondence between the Cathedral 
authorities and the two property owners, the rent charge has been 
cancelled in exchange for the payment of £350 by Bradford Metropolitan 
Council and £60 by the Halifax Building Society. 

This charity was augmented in the nineteenth century by the 
Rev. John Crosse, Vicar of Bradford who left money in his will dated 
15 June 1816. After his death in 1834 an Indenture dated 24 May 1834 
was drawn up in which it was declared that Mr. John Wilmer Field 
and four other gentlemen should have £567 is. 7d. Consolidated 3% 
Annuities which would be transferred to them from the Court of 
Chancery to be used as a Trust from which they would pay the dividends 
to the Afternoon Lecturer. The Trustees then nominated the 
Churchwardens of Bradford Parish Church to act as their agents in 
administering and managing the charity. 

The first Trustees appointed were John Wilmer Field, Ellis Cunliffe 
Lister, Henry Wickham Flïrd and Matthew Thompson. A later deed 
of 6 November 1868, appointed Sir Francis Sharp Powell, William 
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Pollard, William Wickham, Peile Thompson and Henry Meade as 
new Trustees. 

In 1888 the Trustees complained to the Charity Commissioners 
of the difficulty caused to their management of the Trust and the 
dissatisfaction among the congregation as a result of the appointment 
of a Lecturer who did not reside in Bradford. They considered that 
the situation merited the drawing up of a special scheme and so a 
satisfactory arrangement was made by which an extra clergyman was 
no longer appointed and the senior curate at the Parish Church was 
offered the post of Afternoon Lecturer 'on condition that he gives up 
the Lectureship when he ceases to be Curate'. This arrangement 
benefited the Parish Church too, as the endowment and the private 
subscription constituted a salary, thus enabling the Church authorities 
to employ a second curate at no extra cost. In return for this endowment 
the senior curate was obliged to preach a sermon every Sunday 
afternoon. 

At the 1894 Inquiry into Bradford's charities it was stated that 
the Trust was created in 1671 out of land on which stood the Talbot 
Hotel and part of Messrs. Taylor and Parsons' store, of which £35 was 
paid by Bradford Corporation and £5 by Taylor and Parsons. A second 
endowment was made by the Rev. John Crosse in 1834 and three Trustees 
were authoriszd to receive the dividends and to hand them to the Vicar 
of Bradford who then gave them to the senior curate. 

This arrangement remained in force until 1937 when a new scheme 
was devised and, having gained royal approval, was published in the 
London Gazette on the last day of 1937. From this date the provisions 
made in 1671 and 1834 ceased to have effect. The rent charges and other 
dividends previously vested in the Trustees would be transferred to the 
Cathedral Chapter (which had been Set up in July 1936) free and 
discharged from the provisions and trusts set out in the Indentures 
but subject to the same charges and liabilities. 

The money held in Stocks would be transferred to the Cathedral 
Chapter who had the right to re-invest it. All the revenues forming the 
Trust i.e. rent charges, income from investments and any arrears, would 
form part of the capitular revenues of the Cathedral Church upon trust 
to form the income of the senior curate licensed by the Bishop to serve 
at the Cathedral. If there should be a period without a curate then the 
revenues should be paid to the persons performing the office for the 
time being or invested until a new appointment is made. 

(To be concluded). 
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THE BRADFORD LIME KILN COMPANY, 1774 - 1800 

A pioneer of large scale industrial enterprise in Bradford 
By G. FIRTH, BA., Ph.D. 

The worsted textile trade, upon which Bradford's commercial 
prosperity and reputation were established in the nineteenth century, 
had its origins in a period towards the end of the previous century.' 
Yet the initial impetus to large scale industrial activity in Bradford 
came not from the enterprise of worsted manufacturers, but from a 
small group of men keen to exploit the mineral deposits of the Bradford 
region. It was the owners of the ironworks and collieries of Low Moor. 
Bowling and Shelf, who were the first to employ capital and labour 
on a scale hitherto unknown in this area.' 

It is the purpose of this article to examine the activity and 
organisation of the business venture which pioneered joint-stock 
capitalism in Bradford in the last quarter of the eighteenth century. 
The Bradford Lime Kiln Company was not a highly successful venture 
in the field of industrial capitalism, but it provided long term lessons 
for the many industrial enterprises which followed it. Until the company's 
formation in 1774, industrial undertakings in the area around Bradford 
had been limited to the efforts of ambitious and adventurous individuals. 
It was perhaps the Leeds-Liverpool Canal project, promoted in the 1760s, 
which whetted the appetites of Bradford's entrepreneurs for joint-stock 
industrial schemes. The close association of the Bradford colliery owners 
with the canal scheme from its inception has been argued elsewhere.' 

The use of calcinated limestone for building purposes had been 
known for many years, and in the sixteenth century it was put to 
wider use as a soil fertiliser. The mixing of marl or lime with light 
and sandy soils became one of the general improvements of the 
'agricultural revolution', and this practice was quickly established in 
local covenants between proprietor and tenant,4 A lease of 1754 
compelled Henry Mitchell, a yeoman of Bingley, to spread annually on 
the needful parts of the estates. 200 loads of well burnt limestone in 
the first nineteen years and 100 loads in each of the last two years. 
Mitchell, who was fortunate in obtaining a twenty-one year lease, was 
bound legally to maintain the quality of the land.' The commercialisa-
tion of the supply of lime may be attributed to its increasing use as 
a fertilizer. 

From the late seventeenth century Bingley became a centre for 
lime burning in this area, and a petition from the leading landowners 
of the town to the West Riding Magistrates vouches for its importance 
in this respect 

for a long tyme there have been and now are great quantyties of 
Lyme Stones gotten promiscuously in Bingley and Micklethwait, 
but more especially in Bingley , ‚ 6 

However, much of the limestone was to be found higher up the valley 
around Skipton. Bradford certainly had none within its boundaries, 
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but Bingley possessed some drifted limestone which had been brought 
from Craven in the glacial age. Like many of its kind in the Dales 
the lime burning works at Myrtle Park used simple rectangular 'pye-kilns' 
which were built close to the quarry where the limestone was extracted, 
crushed and burnt on the spot. While using its own limestone resources. 
Bingley had built up a thriving entrepot trade with Skipton, as a letter 
of the time shows 

It appears by the accounts of the two chief dealers in Lyme at 
Bingley that they formerly have sold and delivered near forty 
thousand horse load of lime yearly . 

Cheap, good quality limestone was brought down the valley from Skipton 
to be processed in the Bingley kilos and in return, coal from the Bradford 
collieries was transported into the Craven region. It was estimated that 
40.780 horse loads of coal were consumed in the Skipton district in 1768 
at a cost of ten pence per load.' The townships between Silsden and 
Cowling used a further 6,040 loads of coal. Throughout the eighteenth 
century Bradford colliery owners increasingly moved their coal up the 
dale towards Skipton and received in return lime or limestone which 
was burnt in the lime kilos at Bingley. Edward Leedes of North Bierley 
was joined in this local trade by Abraham Balme of Bowling, John 
Hustler of Undercliffe. John Stanhope of Thornton, John Jarratt, John 
Preston and numerous others.' These men took advantage of the 
increasing demand for coal but the carriage of minerals by packhorse 
or wagon was painfully slow, a fact which restricted output and sustained 
high prices. The demand for coal as domestic fuel, and the needs of 
the Bradford farmers and builders for high quality lime consequently 
strained the local transport system. 

The trade in coal and limestone was one of the most prominent 
features of Airedale's market economy in the eighteenth century and 
this became a vital factor during the discussions leading up to the 
building of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal.1° Of course, the great value of 
the canal, especially to Bradford's coal traders, was only fully realised 
when Bradford itself was linked with a waterway system which 
eventually stretched from the Humber to the Mersey." James Brindley 
visited the town in 1770 and proposed a route for a branch canal from 
Hoppy Bridge close to the parish church, along the valley bottom 
northwards through Frizinghall to Windhill. The completion of the 
Bradford Canal coincided with the establishment of the Bradford Lime 
Kiln Company in the spring of 1774. There were twenty-eight original 
subscribers on the canal list, including the main coal dealers and 
colliery owners in the Bradford area, and Abraham Baline and John 
Hustler played prominent parts in raising the required capital of 
£6,000.12 

The founders of the Lime Kiln Company, many of them colliery 
owners. 'agreed to raise a joint stock for the building of lime kilns and 
other necessary erections proper for carrying on the business of burning 
lime'. 83 There were ninety shares, of which sixty-two were owned by a 
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partnership consisting of John Preston, Abraham Balme, Wm. Hardcastle 
jnr. and John Smith, all of whom were involved in the coal and limestone 
trade with Skipton. Other shareholders included Joshua Field, John 
Hustler and John Buck. The company's accounts opened on 17 March 
1774 with a £4 call on shareholders, £360 being subscribed in all. 
Later in the year a further call was made for £540, and this accumulation 
of capital enabled the company to construct the first eight kilns. 14 
The site of the new works was between Broadstones and Spink Well, 
in Bolton, and the kilns were built on the western side of the canal 
at a point where the beck, after its U-shaped meander through the 
town, took a straight northerly course. Almost £500 was spent on the 
erection of kilns and a further £220 on cottages adjoining the site 
the whole area was walled, and connecting roads were constructed. 
at a cost of a further £100. The kilns themselves were internally lined 
with bricks and fired by local coal supplies, three chaldrons of lime 
to one of coal. They could be used continuously as 'drawing kilns', 
simply by loading alternate layers of limestone and coal but the 
'standing kiln', which was allowed to die down after each operation, 
produced a much better quality of burnt lime. As the Bradford Lime 
Kiln Company had eight kilns, continuous production could have been 
maintained on the 'standing' basis. 

In the early months of the company's history, limestone was 
supplied by the predictable companies of Balme & Hustler, Leedes 
& Booth, Leach & Company and several others. As time passed 
Leach & Company became the primary supplier of the raw material. 
Of the 7,696 tons of limestone acquired in 1777. Thomas Leach's boats 
brought to the Lime Kiln Company's staith 3,388 tons. Within two years 
the number of small suppliers disappeared and the company relied 
largely on Leach (3,873 out of 7,214 tons) and after April 1779, on its 
own boat, the 'Recovery'. 15 After July 1780, however, when Preston 
Bird & Jarratt joined Leach in providing all the limestone required, 
the 'Recovery' ceased to be used altogether. 

The first five years of the company's history showed an increase 
of limestone purchased: 

1774 3,85812 tons 
1775 9.641 tons 
1776 14.686 tons 
1777 7,696 tons 
1778 11,217 tons 

and business continued to be brisk throughout that period. Agriculture 
was the greatest consumer, although work on the Leeds-Liverpool Canal 
crested a healthy demand. John Hustler, in the Leeds Intelligencer 
of 28 June 1774, noted the thriving state of the lime industry along 
the canal. 

On the Yorkshire side we found 18 boats of burthen already built, 
a number of which have been for sometime fully employed between 
Skipton and Bingley, in the lime and coal trade. There are forty 
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lime kilns now erected and preparing between Skipton and 
Bradford and the business on the line in this article and in coal 
must be very large. 

The production figures of the Bradford company certainly bear witness 
to the prosperous state of trade. The lime "as sold at ten pence per load 
and the figures for 1775-78 show a consistency of output. 

1775 58.563 tons 1778 53,257 tons 
1776 60.173 tons 1779 46,752 tons 
1777 57,442 tons 1780 37,731 tons 

After five years of profitable trading the company ran into difficulties. 
The management structure of the company had not been clearly 
defined and there are no references in the company's records to the 
delegation of specific responsibilities. The proprietors made all the 
decisions relating to trade, but as many of them were dealing as 
individual customers or suppliers to the company, a consistent and 
uniform policy was out of the question. Bad management, however, 
may not have been totally to blame for the company's poor showing 
after 1780. The building trade had prospered since 1762 (the value of 
timber imports had risen from £56 million in 1762 to £110 million 
in 1769) and local canal projects had reinforced this trend, but the 
colonial war and government loans at an attractive 54% took capital 
away from the building industry. Farming too suffered at this time, 
with serious consequences, because between them agriculture and 
building accounted for ninety per cent of the lime industry's market. 
The Bradford company sold all that it burnt, as the following table 
shows: 

Limestone Limestone 
Purchased Burnt Lime Sold 16 

1777 7.696 tons 57,660 loads 57,442 loads 
1778 11,217 ‚, 52,477 ,, 53,257 
1779 7,214 , 46,565 ,‚ 40,752 
1780 4,216 ,, 37,718 , 37,731 
1781 4,287 ,, 25,076 ,, 25.482 
1782 194 , 628 ,‚ 2,797 

but consumption and output fell after 1779 in accordance with national 
developments, and local markets of the company in both agriculture 
and building were inactive after that date. Yet the Lime Kiln Company 
showed no enterprise in trading further afield, and made no effort to 
build up stock for better times. In fact, their approach to trading 
remained very conservative and showed no element of bold 
entrepreneurial activity. 

The company, after only nine years of business, was ready to wind 
up its affairs by the summer of 1783. By July, the coal company of 
Preston. Hird & Jarratt made it known that they were willing to lease 
the kilns and pay off some of the company's debts. The Minutes said, 
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They have also agreed to purchase the whole of the remaining 
Debts now owing to the Concern for lime, including the Boat 
'Recovery', for the sum of £80. 17 

Within twelve months the company owed £509, which was paid off 
according to the shareholdings. Henceforth, Preston, Hird & Jarratt 
paid an annual rent of £33, but as holders of one third of the shares, 
their real rent was only £22. The records of the Bradford Lime Kiln 
Company cease at that point. 

Like all early entrepreneurs the interests of Preston, Hird & Jarratt 
spread across many local economic activities. They had pooled some 
of their capital and business acumen as early as May 1778 when all 
three men bound themselves for £1,900 to William Rookes for the 
purchase of premises in Bradford, which included warehouse, workshop, 
office and stables.'8 Preston and Jarratt were both involved in the local 
woollen trade and were also investors in a number of coal mining 
schemes. They were also supplying the Lime Kiln Company with 
limestone in the year of their partnership. All three were considerable 
shareholders in the Leeds-Liverpool canal and in 1778 they had leased 
the Bradford Canal Company. They had also leased a number of 
mineral estates at Low Moor and Bankloot and their take-over of the 
Lime Kiln Company in 1783 was an obvious development of their 
widening industrial activities." The lime-burning concern eased them 
into the role of joint industrial entrepreneurs. Early trading had 
highlighted problems caused by ineffective management, poor dis-
tributive organisation and a general inability to make the most of 
capital investment. 

When the mineral estates of Edward Leedes of Low Moor came 
onto the market for the third time in September 1789 Preston & 
Company were ideal candidates for ownership. They acquired the estate 
in a private agreement for the very low price of £33,200 and went on 
to invest a considerable amount of capital in the establishment of the 
Low Moor Company. The success of that business and the 
establishment of similar works nearby revived the trade of the original 
Lime Kiln Company; so when the whole company was reorganised 
in July 1797 their shares (originally valued at £20-13-0) were worth £640. 
From that time the shares of the Canal and Lime Kiln companies were 
consolidated so that each proprietor would have 'an equal number of 
shares in both undertakings'. Henceforth, records and references to the 
Lime Kiln Company gradually cease. 

The Bradford Lime Kiln Company was the first real joint-stock 
industrial enterprise in Bradford, although it could perhaps be said 
that it served more as a warning to others than as an example they 
might follow. The company faced problems such as limited markets 
and unreliable credit facilities, with a management structure which 
was unable to respond to new challenges, and its failure to make full 
use of capital and equipment was a serious defect. Nevertheless, the 
company's pioneer work provided a basis of experience upon which 
Preston. Hird & Jarratt and many others were to build highly 
successful businesses in the years to come. 
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THE PROTESTATION OF THE COMMONS, 1641 
By KENNETH ROOK, BA., M.Coll.H. 

Although the local historian will probably be interested in the 
1641 Protestation of the Commons mainly for its returns of adult male 
jurors, clearly located as to parish and date, he will not be unaware of 
the significance of the document in the evolution of events immediately 
prior to the Civil War. I therefore offer the following notes, together 
with the text of the Protestation itself, in order to place the document 
in its national and parliamentary context. 

Of the tasks that occupied the Long Parliament in the early months 
of its life none was more pressing, more intractable and indeed, more 
perilous than that of eliminating the known enemies of the parliamentary 
cause. Notorious abuses - Tonnage and Poundage; the hated Ship 
Money; the courts of Star Chamber and the High Commission - could 
be, and were, remedied with despatch and aplomb; but the powerful 
king's men were not to be disposed of so readily. Among these there 
can be no doubt that one of the greatest obstacles to parliamentary 
government was Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford. 

There was no possibility of compromise between the able and 
successful Strafford and the revolutionary parliamentarians who 
dominated the Commons: Pym, of course, the undisputed leader, and 
his lieutenant. Hampden; Henry Vane from Hull; the elder Fairfax, 
representing Yorkshire; Sir John Hotham from Beverley; Cromwell. 
Haselrig and Fiennes. Pym, for all the popular support he enjoyed 
and knew so well how to use - the city of London, with its persuasive 
mobs, was solidly behind him - was in some personal danger from 
Strafford who, recognising the threat they posed to his master, had 
urged the king to charge Pym and his friends with treason for their 
adventures with the Scots. But whilst Charles hesitated, Pym attacked 
and, in the event, it was Strafford who was impeached before the Lords 
and, on 11 November 1640, was committed to the Tower. 

Although the Lords seem to have been no more than unsympathetic 
toward Strafford. Pym and his friends were determined on his death; 
and, indeed, their own credibility demanded no less. When, in the trial 
that began on 22 March 1641, it became clear that the existing law was 
insufficient to convict Strafford, he must then be disposed of by Bill of 
Attainder which by 8 May had passed both houses. Both the king's 
reluctant, and bitterly to be regretted, assent was obtained (urged by 
Strafford himself, for the sake of peace) and the execution performed 
before the month was out. 

There can be little doubt that the timing and language of the 
Protestation are very much to do with the Strafford affair. Though it is 
ostensibly an affirmation of support for the values of the Protestant 
church and of parliamentary government - it has been described' 
as a sort of English National Covenant - its denunciation of popish 
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plots is a cliché; the principal, immediate target is Strafford. His is the 
'arbitary tyrannical Government'; his the 'Popish Army levied in 
Ireland'.' 

The Protestation was assented to by both houses, nem. con., on 
3 and 4 May 1641. 

It was a shrewd move to append an oath, a device that both obliged 
members and especially the lords, to declare themselves' and permitted 
a later assessment' of the strength of parliamentarian support in the 
provinces, where it was promptly sent for signature. Cromwell and 
Lowry commended it to the mayor and aldermen of Cambridge as 'not 
unworthy of your imitation . . . the result may (through the Almighty's 
blessing) become stability and security to the whole kingdom'.5 Bradford 
seems to have given unqualified support, and the lack of non—jurors 
seems credible in view of what is known of the political temper of the 
region. Thus, the Duchess of Newcastle, writing of the West Riding, 
says that it is 'populous, rich and rebelious',6 whilst Clarendon says 
that 'Leeds, Halifax and Bradford, three very populous and rich towns 
- depending wholly upon clothiers, naturally maligned the gentry'.7 

The text of the Protestation is as follows 
A Preamble, with the Protestation, made by the 

The Protestation whole House of Commons. the 3rd of May 1641, 
and assented unto, by the Lords of the Upper 
House, the 4th of May. 

We, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, of the Commons 
House, in Parliament, finding to the Grief of our Hearts, that 
the Designs of the Priests and Jesuits, and other Adherents to 
the See of Rome, have . . . of late, more boldly and frequently put 
in Practice, than formerly, to the undermining, and Danger of the Ruin. 
of the true, reformed Religion, in his Majesty's Dominions established; 
and finding also that there hath been, and having Cause to suspect 
there still are, even during the Sitting in Parliament, Endeavours to 
subvert the fundamental Laws of England and Ireland, and to introduce 
the Exercise of an arbitary and tyrannical Government, by most 
pernicious and wicked Counsels, Plots, and Conspiracies; and that the 
long Intermission, and unhappier Breach, of Parliaments, hath occasioned 
many illegal Taxations, whereupon the Subjects hath been prosecuted 
and grieved; and that divers Innovation, and Superstitions have been 
brought into the Church; Multitudes driven out of his Majesty's 
Dominions; Jealousies raised and fomented between the King and 
People; a Popish Army levied in Ireland; and Two armies brought 
into the Bowels f this Kingdom, to the Hazard of his Majesty's Royal 
Person, the Consumption of the Revenue of the Crown, and the Treasure 
of this Realm; and lastly, finding the great Causes of Jealousy. 
Endeavours have been and are used, to bring the English Army into 
Misunderstanding of this Parliament, thereby to incline that Army. by 
Force, to bring to pass those wicked Counsels; have therefore thought 
good to join ourselves in a Declaration of our united Affections and 
Resolutions; and to make this ensuing Protestation 
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I A.B. do, in the Presence of Almighty God, promise, vow, and 
protest, to maintain and defend, as far as lawfully I may, with my 
Life. Power, and Estate, the true, reformed, Protestant Religion, 
expressed in the Doctrine of the Church of England, against all Popery. 
and Popish Innovations,' and according to the Duty of my Allegiance 
to his Majesty's Royal Person, Honour, and Estate; as also the Power 
and Privilege of Parliament, the lawful Rights and Liberties of the 
Subjects, and every Person, that maketh this Protestation, in whatsoever 
he shall do, in the lawful Pursuance of the same: And, to my Power, 
as far as lawfully I may. I will oppose, and, by good Ways and Means, 
endeavour to bring to condign Punishment, all such as shall, by Force. 
Practice, Counsel, Plots, Conspiracies, or otherwise, do any thing to the 
contrary in this present Protestation contained. 

And further, I shall, in all just and honourable Ways, endeavour 
to preserve the Union and Peace betwixt the Three Kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; and neither for Hope, Fear, nor other 
Respect, shall relinquish this Promise, Vow and Protestation. 

NOTES 

1. In Fraser, 1973, p. 69. 

2. It is ironical that most of its officers and its commander, Ormonde, 
were, in fact, protestants. 

3. The names of those M.P.s who made the Protestation are recorded 
in the Journal for 3 May 1641. (Commons Journals, pp. 132f). 

4. The whole thing, of course, took some considerable time and it will 
be noticed that the returns for Bradford are dated 28 March 1642. 

5. W. C. Abbott. Writings and Speeches of Oliver Cromwell. Quoted 
in Fraser, 1973, p. 70. 

6. Quoted in Hill. 1969. p. 113. 

7. Ibid. 

8. The foregoing words (from, 'the true, reformed. Protestant 
Religion.') are the subject of a later Explanation, attested copies 
of which are to be available to all who require them, whose purport 
is that the House is not committed to any particular Protestant 
doctrines, forms of worship etc.: Journal for 12 May 1641, 
(Commons Journals, pp. 1440. 
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FACSIMILE OF PROTESTATION RETURNS 
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PROTESTATION RETURNS 1641 

P.5 Col. 1 
In sociâ de Bradford 
viz. Bradford, Horton, 
Bowling, Manningham 
Heaton, Shipley et 
Eccieshall 
James Metcalfe Equirer 
Tho: Metcalfe 
Tobyas Lawe 
Gervas Woorrall (?) 
Nathan Bentley 
Tho: Hey 
Ezekiel] Taylor 
James Sagar 
Tho: Swaine 
Tho: Wilkinson 
Jerernie Bower 
Jeremie Aked 
Tho: Migtey 
William Aked 
Charles Coulston 
Bartholomew Parkinson 
Josias Windor 
Tho: Balme 
Tho: Mallinson 
William Feild 
John Hemsworth 
Jonathan Webster 
Jarvase Dixon 
Joshua Hey 
John Deane 
Rich: Green 
Jasper (?) Ellis 
Jonas Bower 
Christofer Burnet 
Tho: Kitching 
Rob: Hemingway 
William Freeman 
William Newby 
William Pulton 
Mathew Wright 
Christofer Lancaster 
Nicholas Plat 
James Dawson 
John Burnet 
Tho: Jackson 
Godfrey Walker 
Joses,th (Ireenhough 
William Smith 
Robert Hemsworth 
Jonas Shackleton 
Tho: Clerkson 
no: Holmes 
Josepth Brooke 
Izake Bayliffe 
Steven Kendall 
Wm. Bell 
Tho: Wilson 
John Whaley 

Christofer Lambe 
John Horton 
John Waterhouse 
John Wilson 
Francis Roydes 
To: Danbrooke 
Tho: Newall 
William Pratt (?) 
Rich: Sunderland 
Ed. Walker 
Tho: Hoult 
Rob: Moult 
Rich: Horncastle 
Christofer Gascoigne 
Edward Terry 
Jo: Lumb, John 
Smith, Jo: hill 
tzake Walker 
Robert Jowet 
Tho: English 
Francis Smith 
Sam: Hudson 
Cuthburd Bell 
Hen: Lilly 
Tho: Wilkinson 
Peter Nutton 
Daniell Hoyle 
Rich: Thornburie 
Tho: Bower 
George Whiteley 
Willam Nussey 
Andrew Smith 
William Stead 
William Swaine 
P.S Col. 2 
Josper Broughton 
tzake Booth 
Tho: Rawson 
William Hart 
James Smith 
James Booth 
John Booth 
Ed: Walmsley 
George Warde 
Andrew Utley 
John Sikes 
John West 
John Audsley 
John Baines 
John Sager 
Jonas Broxbanke 
Tristram Horton 
Rob: Balme 
John Elwood 
Rich: Cotton (7) 
Ellis Radcliffe 
Mathias Waldbanke 
Mathias Horton 
Tho: Sharpe 
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Rich: YeaLlon 
John Towel 
Joshua Snowden 
Rich: Allerton 
William Kent 
Tempest Rodley 
John Dawson 
James Crabtree 
John Barret 
Marmaduke 
Slinger, John 
Murgatroyd, Rich: 
Pickersgiil, Ab: 
Norton, James J-lilyerd 
Roger Knolls 
James Margctson 
John Lister 
Christ: Mather 
Lawrence Siddall 
John Crabtree 
John Snowden 
Tho: Iboitson 
Ab: Breareley 
John Hindle 
William Hamond 
John Wilson 
Tho: Croft 
Christofer Fletcher 
Thomas Walker 
Edward Vickars 
John Shillito 
Robert Hopkinson 
Tho: Darwinn (?) 
Tho: Higgin 
John Smith 
John Lancaster 
Rich: Jawet 
Ralfe Boswell 
William Ryley 
James Bartles 
John Neylor 
Nich: Bower 
Bartho: Walls 
Francis Smith 
Rich: Nevlor 
Ab: Fawcit 
Rob: Smithies 
Christofer Ridlesden 
Rob: Holt 
John Hird 
William Wood 
Rich: Jawet 
Edward Smith 
John Towel 
James Sharpe 
Tho: Stead 
William Cordingley 
Rich: Halliday 
Ambrose Kaye 



Rob: Swaine 
Steven Hargreaves 
John Walker 
Giles Simm 
Christofer Thornton 
John Woodhead 
John Ashton 
William Lancaster 
Christofer Foster 
William Rawson 
John Jowet 
William Hey 
1'.S Col. 3 
Robert Booth 
William Breyton 
Sam: Shore (?) 
Tho: Gouldsbrough 
Ed: Bower Wffliam 
Hey Lewis Watson 
Samuell Warde 
Xtofer Bell 
John Atkinson 
Jeremie Ellis 
Lyonell Bower 
Ab: Lee 
William Beamen (?) 
Mich: Hargreaves 
John Horton 
Mich: Horton 
John Lorde (?) 
Rob: Lancaster 
John Metcalfe 
Francis Drake 
Ed: Cawstocke 
James Knolls 
Robert Ashton 
Jonas Holmes 
Christofer Lofthouse 
John Atkinson 
Robert Shore 
John Jepson 
Tho: Beverley 
John Baylie 
William Swaine 
Tho: Bower 
Roger Bower 
Jeremie (?) Bower 
Tobias Baylye 
Tho: Crabtree 
Mich: Sunderland 
Rich: Swine (9) 
John Walker 
Sam: Guy 
William Booth 
John Birkby 
Rich: Jepson 
William Atkinson 
Rich: Whiticarra 
James Wood 
Jonos Butterfeild 
William Horton 
Rich: Westwood 

Ab: Hill 
Xxoffer Parkinson 
Tho: Slater 
lzake Dawson 
Tho: Hardy 
George Askwith (9) 
Wm. Mountaine 
Christofer Crosdale 
John Smith 
Rich: Atkinson 
Jo: Clarkson 
William Walles 
John Hollings 
John Turner 
Walter Jobson 
Robert Sikes 
Henry Atkinson 
Fr: Blackburne 
Miles West 
Robert West 
James Dade 
Steven Booth 
Rich: Bentham 
Rich: Green 
John Bookocke 
Tho: Smith 
Samson Akeroyd 
Hen: Shame 
Rich: Ragge 
Henry Morris 
James Hargreaves 
Tho: Flather 
Tho: Wilson 
John Oldfeild 
George Hirst 
William Smith 
John Deane 
Ranh Stringer 
William Holmes 
Rich: Turner 
Jeremie Thorpe 
John Howle 
William Hey 
Walter Waterhouse 
Sam: Elsworth 
Rich: Lilly 
William Scale (7) 
William Snowden 
William Peirson 
P.5 Col. 4 
John Ellis 
John Mawde 
James Swaine 
William Hemsworth 
John Haworth 
Nicho: Applevard 
Tho: Freckleton 
Charles Barraclough 
Tho: Wilkinson 
Robert Norton 
Ab: Scarre 
James Walker 
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Rich: Jobson 
William Broxler 
Edward Swift 
James Charnley 
Jonas Roydes 
Edward Thomson 
John Jowet 
John Vickars 
Jonas Smith 
Peter Snowden 
William Swaine 
Christofer Cocker 
Leonard Jobdell 
George Walker 
William Gill 
Tho: Wilkinson 
George Beane 
Tho: Hodgson 
Jonas Fearnley 
John Northrop 
Rob: Rawson 
Henry Sager 
Rich: Home 
Jeremie Jowet 
Tho: Fletcher 
Robert Wilson 
Gilbert Deane 
Sam: Netherwood 
William Swaine 
Lawrence Booth 
John Smith 
Henry Atkinson 
John Pickupp (?) 
Tho: Crost (7) 
John Ellis 
William Robertshai 
Tho: Fawcet 
Henry Kaye 
John Wright 
Nathaniell 
Taylor 
Nathaniell 
Jowet 
Simon Bower 
Bernard Dawson 
Jonathan Home 
George Shires 
John Fearbanke 
Edward Jackson 
Edward Jepson 
George Feud 
Jonathan Jowet 
Jeremie Northrop 
William Lister 
Christofer Rvcroft 
William Sugden 
Ab: Watson 
Rich: Cordingley 
Tho: Burnley 
Rich: Stead 
William Atkinson 
William Hardy 



Rich: Preston 
Rich: Preston (sic) 
John Jowet 
Edward Lang 
Edward Brewar 
Ed: Clayyam 
John Milner 
Mich: Capeswoke (7) 
James Hill 
Luke Sutcliffe 
William Wooler 
Roger Lister 
Hen: Wise 
John Hoyle 
Tho: Smith 
Sam: Firth 
William Wilkinson 
Mathew Scot 
William Jenlcinson 
Ed. Harrison 
Tho: Holmes 
William Fawcet 
P.5 Col. 5 
John Hawmond 
Robert Green 
James Smith 
Christofer Smith 
Mathew Shackleton 
Tho: Glover 
Rich: Sheppard 
John Thornton 
Guido Walker 
Mathew Jowet 
Ed: Jackson 
John Michell 
Ed: Roshton 
William Dawson 
Ed: Andrew 
William Emmot 
James Gibson 
George Turner 
Edward Westerman 
William Wilson 
Robert Hill 
Robert Chapman 
Sam: Exley 
Christofer Clerke 
Steven Bankes 
John Lawe 
John Walker 
John Roydes 
Peter Ellis 
William Coates 
William Thornton 
Sam: Teylor 
John Leadgard 
George Farrand 
Simeon Rosendall 
Benjamin Wales 
Thomas Bower 
John Holmes 
John Lacocke 

William Cowling 
John Sugden 
Robert Ellis 
James liouldroyd 
Tho: Cooke 
William ileamont 
William Clarkson 
John Waterhouse 
John Peirson 
William Norton 
Jonas Walker 
Elcanah Smith 
Rich: Walker 
William Walker 
Jonas Shipindale 
Mich: Metcalfe 
Hugh Holmes 
Nicho: Deane 
Robert Knolls 
Peter Snowden 
Samuel Parcivall 
Robert Baylyes 
Joel West 
Rich: Preston 
Robert Lancaster 
Ed: Akeryde 
Rich: Ridlesden 
William Snowden 
Mich: Lancaster 
Sam: Smith 
John Binns 
John Dickonson 
John Radcliffe 
Tho: Cowday 
James Vickars 
John Kitching 
Hugh Bothomley 
John Judson 
William Baylye 
Sam: Thomson 
Hen: Wood 
Rich: Kent 
Mathew Stead 
Rich: Chapman 
John Smithies 
Franc: Wooler 
Marmaduke Worwicke(?) 
Rich: Stead 
Thos: Dobson 
George Blanch (7) 
Thor Swaine 
Tho: Nicholls 
P.S Col. 6 
Mathew Holdsworth 
John Booth 
Rich: Tempost 
Josepth Philip 
John Hollings 
Anthonie Worde 
Robert Swathe 
John Mortimer 
William Brignall 
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John Jowet 
Jonas Mortimer 
Josepth Greenhough 
William Smith 
John Higson 
Robert Garnet 
Jonas Kaye 
Tho: Swathe 
Tho: Ashton 
Mich: Heyley 
Ab: Heyley 
John Bates 
Rich: Driver 
Jeremie Claiton 
John Pickles 
John Thornton 
Robert Parkinson 
Jo: Walker 
Wm. Jackson 
Robert Booth 
Andrew Shires 
John Pigles 
Jonas Walker 
Tho: Clough 
Tho: Hodgson 
William Booth 
John Holing 
Martin Hammond 
Jeremie Clough 
tzake Mortimer 
Sam: Fernside 
Edmund (7) Roydes 
William Snipe (7) 
James Wilson 
Samuell Hodgson 
Ab: Wilkinson 
John Aked 
Robert Green 
Josepth Woodhead 
John Hodgson 
Jonathan Rishworth 
Ab: Jowet 
Miles Walker 
Jonathan Jowet 
Robert Swaine 
John Mortimor 
Rob: Thornton 
John Crowther 
Rich: Stankliffe 
Walter Holdsworth 
John Sutcliffe 
John Mortirnor 
William Fernside 
William Swaine 
Rob: Kinder 
Henry Bradshaw 
John Whitwham 
Christofer Wilkinson 
Thor Craven 
William Kitching 
John Vickars 
John Shepard 



Tho: Hilhouse 
Gabrill Calvert 
John Wilkinson 
Mathew Sowden 
Mathew Dishforth 
Rich: White 
Paul Rawson 
Rob: Wilkinson 
James Vickars 
Mich: Binns 
Jo: Sugden 
John Jowet 
James Clayton 
John Hodgson 
Rich: Conden (?) 
Ed: Bentley 
P.6 Cot. 1 
Thomas Jowet 
Robert English 
Nicholas Wilkinson 
John Shackeray 
John Booth 
Xxoffer Thornton 
John Jowet 
William Norton 
Joshua Lister 
Mich: Squire 
William Ban-as 
Rich: Jowet 
Henry Simson 
Thomas Marshall 
Tho: Kitching 
Samuel! Hamond 
John Forster 
Gilbert Erooksbanke 
John Roydes 
Robert Fournish (7) 
Rich: Walker 
William Swaine 
John Thomas 
Timothie Home 
William Booth 
Peter Terry 
John Wadsworth 
John Denton 
Jeremie Dixon 
William Norton 
William Jackson 
Sam: Swaine 
tzacke Nicholls 
Jonas Watson 
Jzacke Mackon (?) 
Josepth Broxbanke 
James Speight 
Luke Holdsworth 
William Mortimer 
Jeremie Roydes 
Robert Holdsworth 
Jonas Holdsworth 
John Brigge 
Josephth Jowet 
Tho: Swaine 

William Gleadhill 
Tristram Aked 
Miles Wallis (?) 
William Femside 
William Waterson 
John Taylor 
George Westerman 
Rolland Hodgson 
Izake Maude 
Humfrey Kellet 
Tho: Gill 
Tho: Thornton 
Sam: Crabtree 
William Swift 
John Booth 
Sam: Cawdray 
Robert Green 
Mich: Hodgson 
John Horton 
Rob: Jobson 
Ab: Haigh 
Tho: Gleadhill 
Jonas Neylor 
Christopher Thornton 
Rich: Braithwaite 
Nicho: Mayman 
John Robinson 
Ed: Mortimor 
Sam: Bower 
Tho: Kellet 
Jeremie Ashton 
Robert Garnet 
Josepth Hollings 
John Barractough 
Tho: Smalpage 
Rich: Thornton 
Tho: Sugden 
Rich: Cording!ey 
Rob: Dawson 
Tho: Sharpe 
P.6 Co! 2 
William Sikes 
Rich: Jawet 
Mathew Bates 
John Michell 
William Ogden 
Rich: Collison 
John Roe 
Josepth Lister 
Tho: Dighton 
John Sharpe 
John Reynor 
William Broksbanke 
John Booth 
Rich: Hodgson 
Ab: Bordall 
Jonathan Robertshaw 
Rich: Cordingley 
Jo: Lister 
Xvoffer Ktlet 
John Balme 
John Balme (sic) 
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William Mitchell 
Nathaniell Bower 
Edward Hodgson 
William Eammat 
Jo: Butterfeild 
Ab: Balme 
Hugh Sunderland 
Sam: Machin (7) 
Ab: Swaine 
William Wood 
William Pattison 
Jonas Dickonson 
James Brigg 
William Babes 
Rob: Sugden 
Tho: Heminway 
Tho: Atkinson 
William Hamsmd 
Hen: Brigg 
Ab: Jawet 
William Hill 
John Walker 
William Hawwud (?) 
Rich: Taylor 
Ed: Jawet 
James Dane (7) 
Jonas Darwin (?) 
William Rookes 
Arthur Fowrins 
Ed: Hanson 
John Whitely 
William Clough 
John Smithies 
John Holdsworth 
Rich: Wadsworth 
John Preistley 
Christofer Swaine 
Josepth Preistley 
Phillip Michell 
Mathew Oates 
Jeremie Clegge 
William Walker 
Peter Metcalfe 
James Thornton 
Izacke Balme 
John Wilkinson 
William Thornton 
John Hodgson 
John Walker 
William Dawson 
Robert Wright 
Jonas Thornton 
John Sugden 
James Thornton 
Francis Mann (7) 
Chrislofer Daly 
John Thornton 
Thomas Smithe 
Ed: Fletcher 
John Woodhead 
Humfre" Morehouse 
Tho: Hustler 



James Wooler 
Martin Wood 
John Wooler 
George Ryley 
Tho: Jowet 
no: Walker 
John Broughton 
P.6 Col. 3 
James Ellis 
William Green 
Sam: Walker 
Jonas Hale 
Sam: Clough 
John Thornton 
Wm. Hollingrake 
Rob: Hall 
Rob: Baylye 
John Wood 
William Bower 
Josepth Nicholls 
Jeremie Rookes 
Sam: Sugden 
Mich: Hudson 
Tho: Judson 
John Clough 
William Swaine 
William Emmat 
Jonas Ashton 
Tho: Swaine 
James Bowker 
Ed: Swaine 
William Sharpe 
John Parkinson 
Tho: Ellis 
no: Dixon 
Robert Wilson 
Walter Toogood 
Mich: Barbies 
George Walker 
John Hawkid (7) 
Tho: Fletcher 
John Wood 
Rich: Hill 
Sam: lye 
John lye 
Rob. Fowrins 
William Dayly 
John Hollings 
Jonas Morley 
Ab: Ogden 
John Jarr 
John Wadsworth 
William Greenhough 
Tho. Smithies 
Roger Siddall 
John Clayton 
Izake Taylor 
William Thornton 
John Walker 
Tho: Thornton 
Tho: Craven 
no: Thornton 

Jonas Preistley 
Christofer Sugden 
Ed. Roydes 
Tho: Walker 
William Nichols 
William Thornton 
Mathew Clough 
Walter Blackborn 
John Whalley 
William Lilly 
Jo: Clayton 
Henry Dobson 
Henry Hawworth 
John Sharpe 
Izake Sharpe 
Tho: Pollard 
William Sugden 
William Parkinson 
William Metcalfe 
William Bayly 
Ed. Vickars 
John Drake 
Rich: Booth 
Jonas Crowther 
John Sugden 
Jonas Bower 
Mich: Hargreaves 
William Garnet 
John Lawson 
John Akeroyde 
John Jowet 
John Alterton 
John Hollis 
Ed. Tyas 
P.6 Col. 4 
William Booth 
Jonas Hamond 
John Mortimor 
Henry Sowden 
Tho: Swift 
Rich: Thornton 
John Craven 
George Craven 
George Craven (sic) 
Ed. Crabtree 
Tho: Kellet 
Sam: Deane 
William Northrop 
John Crabtree 
John Wilkinson 
William Pollard 
Sam: Bayly 
John Crabtree 
William Stevenson 
James Kighley 
John Lacocke 
John Jawet 
John Northrop 
John Eastburn 
John Tredale 
John Hollings 
John Jillingwrth 
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William 
Jillingwrth 
Edward 
Tenant 
Tho: Tennant 
Mathew Royds 
Robert Cookson 
John Rishworth 
Humfrey Bower 
John Dobson 
Daniell Fernside 
John Barraclough 
Gilbert Threapland 
William Wilkinson 
Robert Wilkinson 
John Jowet 
John Walsh 
Nicho: Wright 
Josepth Dawson 
Ab: Bayly 
Anthonie Lawekland 
William Starkie 
William Northrop 
Daniell Femside 
John Stead 
William Roobothom 
Bryan Forster 
Francis Hall 
Luke Firth 
Josepth Ellis 
Mich: Burnley 
Tho: Wílks 
Sam: Horsley 
George Blackborne 
John Balmforth 
William tllingworth 
George Pollard 
Rich: Watch 
William Hamund (7) 
James Hill 
John Horsley 
James Illingworth 
William Crabtree 
Jonathan Walker 
John Walch 
John Hollings 
Tho: Wilkinson 
Izake Polton 
Tempest Peirson 
John Bamforth 
Rich: Jackson 
Jo: Sowden 
Jonas Michell 
Tho: Walker 
John Pollard 
Tho: Browne 
Robert Pollard 
William Thornton 
Samuel Bower 
Tho: Firth 
John Eastwood 
William Fletcher 



John Kitching 
Ali: Rodds 
P.6 Cot. S 
Lyonell Fletcher 
Izake Kitching 
Izake Kitching (sic) 
John Docker 
Izake Longstaffe 
Mich: Jordaffe 
John Marshall 
Ed. Armitage 
William Armatage 
William Ingham 
Charles Rigge 
George Kighiey 
John Sharpe 
Alverey Smith 
William Boothman 
Robert Fletcher 
Tho: Stevenson 
William Hey 
Henry Whearter 
Bilsby (?) Warley 
George Kitching 
Mathew Smith 
John flhingworth 
Mathew Smith 
Ali: Brigg 
Mich: Bates 
William Jowet 
Izake Kitching 
George Walker 
John Rushworth 
Mathew Hawworix 
John Bayly 
John Deane 
Sam: Flesher (1) 
Ali: Bates 
William Wilkinson 
William Jowet 
Tho: Ogden 
Christofer Swaine 
James Milner 
Ali: Barraclough 
Roger Pollard 
Rich: Pickles 
Joshua Firth 
William Denton 
John Oredge 
John Nicholls 
Nicho: Cordingley 
Ambrose Firth 
Tho: Roydes 
Daniell Ingham 
John Batchler 
Izake Hamond 
John Crabtree 
Arthur Whitely 
Rich: Feild 
John Dixon 
Peter Pickard 
John Jowet 

George Pickard 
Samuell Capps 
Ali: Wilkes 
Daniell Greenwood 
William l-Iollingson 
John Collingson 
William Dixon 
Rich: Mortimor 
Jonas Brigg 
Tho: Macon 
Rich: Fletcher 
William Pearson 
William Collison 
Mich: Hargreaves 
John Dixon 
John Gibson 
John Rawson 
Joell Stead 
Izake Elackbome 
William Stead 
Robert Ellison 
Gregorie Farrer 
John Boothrnan 
Izake Webster 
John Pickard 
Sam: Cawvert 
William Brooksbanke 
Charles Browne 
William Northropp 
Tho: Marshden 
Rich: Sutliffe 
Rich Birch 
George Brooksbanke 
Rich: Ashton 
Rich: Sharpe 
Christofer Eastburn 
Rich: Hudson 
Steven Fauthorpe 
11.6 Col. 6 
John Leach 
Sam: Ashton 
William Wilkinson 
Tho: Hodgson 
John Robinson 
Rich: Cordingley 
Rob: Pearson 
Rich: Sowerbutis 
Edward Berley 
Mathew Cordingley 
Tho: Hodgson 
Rich: Croft (?) 
William Collison 
George Reyner 
William Broshow 
Sam: Holmes 
Rob: Pickard 
William Rawson 
Steven Paslow 
Rob: Thornton 
Rich: Wattle 
Steven Hollingrake 
William Sharpe 
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Allex: lllingworth 
Tho: Wardman 
James Hartley 
Ab: Rushworth (7) 
Steven Kilner 
Henry Wright 
Peter Ingham 
Henry Grime (7) 
Rich: Smith 
Tho: Grengate 
William Roberts 
Ed. Lang 
Rich: Stead 
John Dixon 
Rich: Shaw 
Rich: Nunwicke 
Tho: Taylor 
Rich: Lawkland 
John Wright 
William Parker 
Josepth Troughton 
James Gibson 
Tho: Lawkland 
William Jawet 
John Reynor 
Rob. Huttersall 
Tho: Burnley 
Rob: Burnley 
Sam: Litter 
Ed. Jackson 
Ed: Sharpe 
James Horton 
Tho: Beamont 
John Booth 
William Ramsden 
John Midgley 
William Midgley 
John Hustler 
Sam: Holmes 
George Scoley 
John Wilson 
Alverey Berry 
William Pickard 
Lawrence Flemen 
Antho: Walker 
Nathan Dixon 
Samuell Pollard 
Mathew Craven 
Tho: Hodgson 
James Blackborne 
Robert Jackson 
Mathew Drake 
John Croft (7) Miles 
Rishworth, Joshua Gr (1) 
Miles Rishworth (sic) 
Mathew Gowglll 
Francis Ludlam 
James Fairbanke 
Humfray Bamforth 
Robert Wilkinson 
Ed. Boiling 
Ed. Boiling (sic.) 



William Higgin Rich: Migley (?) Grengate 
W illiam Ash The: Rawson (?) Grengate 
George Shacldeton John Dawson (?) Booth 
Ed: Crabtree James Hill William Grengate 
John Crabtre William Brooke William Jawet 
William Crabtree Henry (?) Hall William Hill 
Jeremie Jowet William Craven William Scott 
John Jowet William Green Ferdinando Brown 
Sam: Jowet Josias Craven Jeremie Aked 
John Jowet The: Hartly The: Swathe 
P.7 Col. 1 Jonas Craven Rob: Pickard 
Ab: Marshall William Brush James Gibson 
Edward Marshall John Northorp Constables: 
James Garth (?) Il1ingwrth Tho: Willonson 
William Furisis (7) Tho: Pickard Robert (7) Garnet 
Rob: Firth Christofer Pickard The: Migley 
Rob: Wilson Christo: Booth William Pearson 
James Garth (7) Pickard Churchwardens 

There are none within the several! pishes Townships and Hamlets 
contained in these scedules that have refused to take the 
poteatacon in testimony whereof wee have subscribed our names 
28 die Martij 1642 

John Savile Ab: Sunderlands Jo: Farrer (7) 
Tho: Thornhill Ia: Metcalfe 

SOURCES 
Journals of the House of Commons. 
The text of the Preamble and Protestation is taken from the Reprint 
of 1803, vol. 2, p. 132. 

The Protestation Returns for the Parish of Bradford. 
These Returns are held in the House of Lords Record Office and are 
listed in the Calendar of the Manuscripts of the House of Lords, 
vol. 5. The present extract is reproduced by permission of the Clerk 
of the Records. 

J. Buchan, Oliver Cromwell, (Hodder & Stoughton. 1934). 
A. Fraser, Crosnscell our Chief of Men, (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1973). 
C. Hill The Century of Revolution 1603-1714, (Sphere, 1969). 
J. P. Kenyon, The Stuart Constitution, (Cambridge UP.. 1966). 
J. P. Kenyon, The Stuarts, (Fontana, 1966). 
J. S. Morrill, The Revolt of the Provinces, (Allen & Unwin, 1976). 
D. H. Pennington, 'The Rebels of 1642'. in The English Civil War 
and After, ed. Parry, (Macmillan, 1970). 
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THE CONTRIBUTORS 

D. G. WRIGHT is Principal Lecturer in History and Politics at 
Huddersfield Polytechnic. Born in Bradford and educated at the 
Universities of Manchester and Leeds, he has published books on 
nineteenth-century British and eighteenth-century French history, as 
well as numerous articles on local history. Dr. Wright is co-editor of a 
recently-published book on Victorian Bradford. 

VICTOR EXLEY began his research after retiring from teaching in 
1972. His records, compiled from every available list and register, enable 
him to locate almost every branch of the Exleys, a truly Yorkshire 
family. 

JOHN STYLES, after attending Bradford Grammar School went to 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, where he gained first class honours 
in History in 1971 and was awarded a Research Fellowship at the same 
college. Later he joined the staff of Bradford University, but since 
1979 has been a lecturer in History at Bath. Mr. Styles, whose special 
subject is crime and policing in Yorkshire in the eighteenth century, 
is co-editor of An Ungovernable People: The English and their Law 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, published by Hutchinson. 

MARY LISTER was President of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society from 1975 to 1977 and has also been the hard-
working Excursions Secretary since 1966. Local history is one of her 
special interests, and besides being in regular demand as a speaker, 
she has produced several booklets, notably The Moravian Museum, 
Fulneck (1974); The Township of Bolton and the Church of St. James 
with St. Chrysootom, 1876 - 1976, (1976); and The Story of Bolton 
Woods and St. Laurence's Church (1980). Miss Lister, who recently 
retired from teaching, is Assistant Librarian of the Chapter Library of 
Bradford Cathedral, and the article published is the result of her 
researches there. 

GARY FIRTH, one of our own members, was educated at Bingley 
Grammar School and Leeds University, where he obtained his B.A. 
degree in 1968. He then taught history in Bradford secondary schools 
and was awarded a doctorate by the University of Bradford in 1974. 
At present Dr. Firth is Principal Lecturer in History at Ilkley College, 
but he is also well known as a tutor at adult education centres. His 
publications include Bingley History Trail, Bradford As It Was, 
Yorkshire Labour Movements and Bingley Grammar School 1929-79. 
His book Bradford and the Industrial Revolution is due out in 1983. 

KENNETH ROOK is at present Head of Craft and Design in a large 
Bradford School, and part-time tutor in Humanities with the Open 
University. His current interests include the study, with the aid of 
computer, of the seventeenth and eighteenth century vital records of the 
Yorkshire Clothing District. 

146 



EDITORIAL 

Part XLVII is the second in Volume XII (New Series Volume X) 
of The Bradford Antiquary. 

The Council regret the long delay in bringing out the new issue, 
a delay due to several factors, one being the resignation of the editor. 
Mr. John Reynolds, because of ill health. We wish to place on record 
our thanks to Mr. Reynolds for his services as editor, and for his part 
in publishing the booklet marking the centenary of the Society in 1978. 
The Council also wish to express their thanks to Mr. W. F. Baines 
joint author of One Hundred Years of Local History, who has resigned 
after several years of hard work as publications secretary. 

In view of these resignations it was obviously desirable to appoint 
new officials fairly quickly, so that the Antiquary could be published 
without further delay. My name was put forward as editor and I agreed, 
at short notice, to do what I could to get things moving. Miss Mary 
Lister and Mr. John Haigh kindly offered to help, and in this way a 
small editorial committee was set up. 

Yet there was further delay when it became clear that the Society's 
finances were not likely to be able to meet the expense of publication. 
With this in mind a special Council Meeting was called and after much 
discussion it was suggested that some members might be willing to 
guarantee a small sum to make good any outstanding deficiency in the 
Antiquary 's account. As a result over £300 was pledged, in amounts 
of £25, so the threat of closure was lifted. 

It is interesting to know, but small consolation, that shortage of 
money has more than once caused editors to suspend publication for a 
time. In 1906 the Antiquary did not appear because of lack of funds, 
and in 1927 the editor, Dr. J. Hambley Rowe, after an interval of five 
years, was said to have to sit down 'and twiddle his literary thumbs' until 
adequate funds could be scraped together for the launching of another 
part. 

This caused an appeal to be made and it was asked 

Why does not some wealthy citizen interested in antiquarian matters 
and there are many such - come forward with assistance which 

would ensure yearly publication? A benefaction of this kind would 
be nell worth while. 

In 1962, when The Bradford Antiquary contained only two articles, 
Wilfrid Robertshaw, the editor, expressed concern at the small amount 
of material submitted to him; and in 1971 he regretted the lack of 
researchers into local history and archaeology during the past twenty 
years. 

There was a time when many members of the Society were at 
work on Bradford and district history, genealogy and archaeology, 
but the number of such workers and writers for this journal is 
now very small. 
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Times have changed again. The last ten years or so have seen a 
remarkable boom in local history, which the Metropolitan Council, 
through its various agencies, has helped to stimulate and support. 
There are many landmarks : the creation of a Local Studies 
Department at the Central Library, the appointment of a City Archivist 
and the opening of the Industrial Museum, to name only three. Indeed, 
few districts are blessed with such a choice of meetings and courses 
of lectures, like those for instance at the Adult Education Centre, 
Mornington Villas, run by the University of Leeds. Opportunities for 
study have never been better, and the East Bowling History Workshop, 
some of whose members came to talk to the Society on 3 March 1982, 
bears active witness to the recent revival of interest in local studies. 

This issue of the Antiquary contains an account of one man's 
attempt to construct his family tree. 'Ancestor worship', to borrow a 
phrase, is one of our fastest growing industries, as the response to the 
television series 'Family History' shows. In the course of these 
programmes the BBC was deluged with correspondence - 40.000 letters 
from people seeking advice or making comments, and to satisfy demand 
a new series, 'History on your Doorstep', was televised in January 1982. 
We are publishing Mr. Exley's findings, not as an example to others - 

it is still 'work in progress' .- but in order to create interest and 
provoke comment. 

The fact that there is such a demand for information about so 
many aspects of local history makes it all the more important to publish 
the Antiquary regularly, and certainly more than once every five or six 
years. The ideal would be an annual issue, but if that is too ambitious 
we ought to aim at publication at least in alternate years. 

When so many organisations are closing down because of hard 
times it is a great credit to our Society that it continues to attract support. 
The future of the Antiquary is linked with membership, as each 
subscriber gets a free copy, and publication costs are subsidised 
from the general account. This policy and the whole future of the 
Antiquary may have to be reviewed in the light of present circumstances. 

We print 400 copies, about half of which go to members and 
organisations with whom we have reciprocal arrangements. The rest 
are up for sale at cost price or a little more. In order to raise money we 
are selling off certain back numbers and offering them first to members 
at £1.50 each. The centenary booklet is also being offered at SOp a copy. 
Full details are given on page 149. If we sell all our stock it will enable 
us to pay the printer's bill for this year, but nothing more. 

The real answer to our problem is to increase membership. Those 
who join this year will receive a copy of the Antiquary, costing at least 
£2.50, plus admission to all lectures and free use of the library, which 
constitutes a very attractive deal. There is also a full programme of 
excursions in the summer months. 
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Jn an endeavour to cut down printing costs the editorial committee 
decided that smaller type - 10 point instead of 12 - was essential, and 
that footnotes, which are an expensive luxury, should in future appear 
as notes at the end of each article. Running headings, too, have been 
dispensed with, but in order to help those who keep the numbers of 
the Antiquary in bound volumes we are retaining the old stitched 
sections. 

We wish to thank all the contributors for their articles and for 
their patience in the face of prolonged delay. As editor I am especially 
grateful to them for the help they gave with the proof reading. 

Finally, the Council wishes to thank the Twenty Seven 
Foundation for the generous grant given in connection with the article 
by Mr. John Styles on Samuel Lister of Horton. 

J.F. 

BACK NUMBERS 

Parts 39 to 46 of The Bradford Antiquary are 
available at £1.50 each. The 'Story of Wilsden' is 
in Nos. 41, 42 and 43, while Nos. 42 to 45 contain 
'The Aire and Calder Navigation', by R. W. 
Unwin. Unfortunately there are only five or six 
copies of No. 42. 

As we have said, the sale of these surplus 
copses will greatly help our finances and we hope 
that members will try to dispose of them. Copies of 
the centenary booklet are also on offer at SOp. 

This issue of the Antiquary - Part 47 - is 
available through members at £2.50. 
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JOHN LA PAGE 

At the beginning of the Annual General Meeting held on 
28 October 1981, the President, Mr. John Thornhill, paid tribute to 
one of the Society's most distinguished members and its senior Past 
President, John La Page, who died on 2 October 1981, at the age of 88. 

John La Page was born in Shipley in 1893 and spent most of 
his working life in the wool trade. For ten years, until 1928, he was a 
wool buyer in South Africa, after which he returned to this country 
and established his own business in Bradford. He gave devoted service 
to many organisations, not least to this Society of which he was 
President from 1940 to 1946 and Secretary for the following three years. 
When lectures were being arranged his name often appeared on the 
syllabus and he showed special concern for the library by making 
generous gifts of books, including two volumes of Baildon and the 
Boildons, a most valuable acquisition. 

For the last fifty years John La Page lived in Baildon, where he 
played a full part in the affairs of the community, his most enduring 
link being with the Methodist Church, in which he was a local preacher 
for about sixty years. He was intimately connected with the Westgate 
Methodist Church, where, among his many appointments, he acted as 
Trustees Secretary for over twenty years. Music figured largely among 
his interests and he was an active member of Baildon Musical Society, 
of which he was President for a time. 

John La Page travelled widely and lectured frequently about his 
journeys abroad, as a result of which he was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society while still a young man. In 1942 he was 
also elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, and more 
recently served as Chairman of the Roman Antiquities Committee 
of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. He wrote many articles on 
textile matters and also on the subject of his travels. He was a Fellow 
of the Royal Historical Society and his reputation as a local historian 
was established in 1951 by the publication of The Story of Baildon, a 
book which received general acclaim. 

When failing health resulted in John La Page's resignation from 
the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society the Council made him 
an Honorary Member in recognition of service dating from December 
1931. There is no doubt that this accomplished, able and cheerful man 
will be greatly missed in many spheres and by many people who benefited 
from his fellowship and good works. 

Mr. Thornhill represented the Society at the funeral service, which 
took place at Baildon Parish Church on 7 October 1981. 

The Society takes this opportunity of extending their sincere good 
wishes to Mrs. La Page, who, until travelling difficulties made it 
impossible, often accompanied her husband when he came to the 
lectures. 
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THE LIBRARY 

At the conclusion of her term of office as President in 1981, 
Miss E. C. I. Stewart gave to the library the set of four volumes 
published by West Yorkshire Metropolitan County Council, West 
Yorkshire: an Archaeological Survey to A.D. 1500. For local historians 
this is one of the most significant publications of our time, supplying 
detailed notes, with sources, about every nook and cranny in the 
district. Volume four contains maps and drawings to which the text 
in the other three volumes refers, and almost everything is pin-pointed. 
Nothing on this scale has been done before: first to collect a mass of 
detailed information covering thousands of years: next to evaluate and 
interpret it, and finally to present it in a condensed and readable form. 
The Society is most grateful to Miss Stewart for putting the complete 
set almost anonymously at our disposal. It will obviously be in 
great demand. 

Mr. Thornhill resigned as librarian when he became President in 
1981 and the Council wish to place on record their sincere thanks to 
him for all the work he has done for so many years. Apart from the 
care of all the books Mr. Thornhill has rarely been absent from his 
post before the Wednesday evening meetings, showing a devotion to 
duty which has been taken very much for granted. 

The new catalogue which Mr. Metcalfe, the new librarian, and 
Miss Lister have spent so long in compiling has now been reprinted 
•and we are grateful to them for all the hard work they have put into 
the task of reorganisation. 

NEW BOOKS ON BRADFORD 

The most recent publication by the Local Studies Department 
of the Central Library is Victorian Bradford, a set of twelve essays 
compiled as a tribute to Jack Reynolds, who has done on much to help 
students of local history. David Wright, a contributor to this issue of 
the Antiquary, is co-editor of the book and provides one of the essays. 
A leaflet announcing Victorian Bradford contains the titles of all the 
Library's publications, the last on the list being The Journal of 
Dr. John Simpson - six months in the life of a local practitioner during 
1825, a year which saw the last full-scale Blaise Festival, the long 
textile workers' strike, the opening of the Dispensary and the race to 
publish Bradford's first newspaper. This cloak-c nd-dagger contest was 
won by the Bradford Courier, of which Dr. Simpson was a founder, 
the paper appearing on 14 July, just nine days before the first issue of 
the rival Bradford and Wakefield Chronicle. 

Dr. Simpson, horse-fancier and winebibber, emerges from his 
brief writings as a true-born. 'segar'-smoking, patriotic Englishman, 
steeped in tradition and fond of cold baths. He is intolerant of 
Dissenters, plain women and the 'rude Goths and Barbarians of 
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Bradford': nor does he suffer the Vicar gladly. He finds Mr. Heap 
'a good sort of man', but very ignorant and vain, appointing curates 
'worse, if possible, than himself'. However, the good doctor is a mixture 
of metal, and although he moves among 'the quality' he receives charity 
patients at his own home and, in the matter of the great strike, 
sympathizes with the men in face of the tyrannical behaviour of 
their masters. 

The notes at the end of the text give thumb-nail sketches of people 
and events, and altogether the book opens a window onto one of the 
most interesting periods of Bradford's history. It is a great pity that 
the journal does not cover the whole three years of Dr. Simpson's stay 
in the town he almost came to hate. 

PAPER HALL PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

At a recent Council Meeting of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society the President said he had been asked if we could 
help in any way with the campaign to save Paper Hall. Individual 
members of our Society have been working hard for this good cause 
for many years: Mr. Philip Sutcliffe is the treasurer of P.H.P.S., while 
Mr. John Haigh, Mr. and Mrs. Bentham and Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson are 
active members of the committee. Negotiations have now reached a 
crucial stage and if Paper Hall is to be saved, money and help of all 
kinds are needed quickly. This is the kind of project which ought to 
concern us and we hope that as a result of this appeal volunteers will 
come forward. Full information about the Paper Hall Preservation 
Society may be obtained from the secretary, Dr. B. D. Stone, Stone 
Lodge, Grange Park, Baildon. (Tel. 592277). 
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The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of the history 
of Bradford and the surrounding district. Activities of the Society include-

1. Lectures which are held fortnightly during autumn and winter on 
Wednesdays in the Meeting Rooms of the Central Library, Princes 
Way, Bradford, beginning at 7-15 pm. 

2. Excursions during the spring and summer to places of historical 
or archaeological interest. 

3. The publication from time to time of The Bradford Antiquary. 

4. The maintenance of a library of local material, which is available 
for members' use. 

Annual Subscriptions, due on 1 October: 

The proposed subscription for 1982-83 is £5.50, reduced to £3.50 
for those in the family of a full member and £2.00 for junior members. 

Those joining between 31 March and 30 September pay half the 
annual subscription. 

Full members are entitled to a free copy of The Bradford Antiquary. 

Details of back numbers of The Bradford Antiquary which are available 
will be found on page 149. 
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