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BRADFORD ARCHIVE DEPARTMENT 

David James 

Before 1982 

Several of the constituent authorities which amalgamated in 1974 to 
form the City of Bradford Metropolitan Council collected manuscripts. 
Bradford, Keighley and Bingley Libraries had accumulated sizeable collections, 
and the Museums at Bradford and Keighley also had a number of deposits. On 
Local Government Reorganisation in 1974 Bradford Metropolitan Council 
appointed an Archivist, based in the Libraries Division, who eventually took 
responsibility for all the records which had formerly been deposited. In the 
same year the West Yorkshire County Council established the West Yorkshire 
County Record Office, which had its headquarters at Wakefield, with a 
county-wide responsibility for the collection and preservation of archives. 
Inevitably there was some confusion because both organizations were collect-
ing the same kind of records. There was also a waste of scarce resources 
and considerable duplication of effort, although between them both offices 
rescued much material which would otherwise have been destroyed. The two 
responsible authorities initiated discussions to try to resolve the difficulties, 
but an immediate agreement was not reached. 

In the years after 1974 the number of archives housed in Bradford 
Central Library increased from an estimated 50,000 documents to about 
1,000,000. Staff was increased from one to three and the number of public 
enquiries more than doubled. Catalogues were produced, indexes expanded, 
and by way of general publicity talks, exhibitions and classes were arranged. 
This growth in the service undoubtedly provided much satisfaction to both 
staff and public, but a price had to be paid. By 1982 it was clear that the 
Department was suffering from a number of severe strains. 

The first problem was one of space. An area which will comfortably 
house 50,000 papers cannot accommodate 1,000,000. Initially the archive 
strong room in the Central Library was designed for the use of static shelving. 
This was replaced by mobile racking but still shelf room was inadequate. Out 
stores were provided at the Town Halls of Baildon and Bingley, and at Idle 
Library and City Hall, Bradford. All these were no more than short-term ex-
pedients and eventually the premises had to be vacated and the records trans-
ferred to the Central Library. The remit was increased pressure on existing 
storage, and lack of space in turn meant a restriction in services to the public, 
certain classes of records becoming almost unavailable for consultation. At the 
same time although about eighty additional collections were accepted every 
year, the shortage of accommodation meant that the office felt unable to 
undertake important and necessary surveys of records held by public and 
private bodies. Unique historical sources were therefore not being collected 
and preserved. In all these ways lack of adequate storage provision has held 
back the proper development of the Department. 



The second limitation was due to shortage of staff. Only after records 
have been sorted and listed can they be put at the disposal of researchers, and 
with so many collections to catalogue considerable arrears of work had 
accumulated. A growing number of people were now consulting the archives, 
and they too had lobe served. This increasing use of resources was gratifying 
but it meant that more and more time had to be spent advising and helping 
researchers at all levels. Inevitably with only three staff it was on occasions 
difficult to maintain a balance between the collecting and processing of 
collections and their exploitation by the public. This equilibrium between 
preservation and use could have been re-established only if additional people 
had been available to deal with the increasing amount of work, but it never 
proved possible to appoint the extra staff needed. 

The small number of employees was at the root of the third difficulty 
experienced in Bradford. It was a small office, and the staff, who had 
considerable knowledge of the collections and sources under its control, gave 
users friendly and accessible service. What it lacked was access to specialised 
services and to the individual expertise contained within a big office. These 
were the preserve of larger organizations such as the County Record Office at 
Wakefield. 

By 1982, therefore, it was clear that a number of impediments hindered 
the future development of the resources at Bradford. Fortunately for the 
service, in that year the long drawn-out negotiations with the West Yorkshire 
County Council were successfully concluded. In April 1982 Bradford, 
together with three of the other West Yorkshire Metropolitan Districts, 
amalgamated its Archive Department with the County Record Office to form 
the West Yorkshire Archive Service. The following year the ,remaining West 
Yorkshire Metropolitan District also joined the Service and this meant that 
for the first time in West Yorkshire a unified archive service could plan on a 
county-wide basis. The headquarters of the service is in Wakefield but separate 
offices are retained in the Districts. In Bradford this means that Bradford 
records remain in the Bradford District and the personal links and contacts 
built up over the years are retained. The joint service, however, brings to each 
district the wider resources of the county archive service and specialised 
facilities developed for the service as a whole. 

The Collections 

1. Official Records 

Official records can be briefly be described as the historical records 
created by local boards and government agencies. In the case of the Bradford 
Archive Department these collections consist chiefly of material from 
Borough and District Councils, School Boards and Boards of Guardians. The 
documents can be daunting to researchers, particularly those unused to 
consulting archives, which are sometimes bulky and often consist of long runs 
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of volumes with information hidden beneath officialese and jargon. Never-
theless they are primary sources covering a wide range of subjects because the 
concerns of these authorities grew rapidly. Bradford Town Council records 
provide a good example of this. 

The Borough received its Charter in 1847 and initially the Council was 
chiefly concerned with two major duties. First, it had to establish law and 
order in a town which had become a centre of riot and insurrection a number 
of times in the 1830s and 1840s, and where the level of crime both serious 
and petty, caused considerable concern. Second, it had to impose some kind of 
sanitation on a community whose environment was regarded by at least one 
expert as the filthiest in the United Kingdom. (1) However, the range of the 
Borough's responsibilities rapidly increased, and this is reflected in the records 
it produced. The historian interested in almost any aspect of Bradford's 
nineteenth and twentieth-century development is eventually drawn to the 
Borough archives. Housing, sanitation and health; recreation, sport, leisure 
and culture; education and social services, are only some of the subjects 
which can be studied in their records. 

Among the archives deposited by the Council are the records of the 
fOrmer Bradford Town Clerk's Department. These include an almost 
complete set of signed Council and Committee minutes as well as many 
working papers, which although not yet properly catalogued, have been 
consulted by several researchers. The Education Directorate has deposited 
a number of collections including the papers of the Bradford School Board. 
The Finance Directorate has also placed many of its records in the 
Department though they have not yet been properly sorted and listed. The 
historically important rate books, for instance, are inconveniently stored 
and unavailable for consultation. The Social Services Directorate has 
transferred the Bradford and North Bierley Boards of Guardians' records, 
including sets of minutes, and a large later deposit of miscellaneous volumes 
which were rescued by Archive staff from the traditional damp cellar. The 
Building Control Sections of the Development Services Directorate has 
deposited the Bradford Building Plans dating back to 1851, and the 
Architects' Department has also transferred a collection of their plans to the 
strong room. 

The official records of the other borough, urban district councils and 
rural district councils which amalgamated with Bradford in 1974 have also 
survived, though to varying extents. For example, the records of Keighley 
Borough and Bingley Urban District Councils are extensive; those of Baildon 
less so. These records are all kept in the Bradford Central Library with the 
exception of those for Keighley, which are housed in that town's reference 
library. Pee-nineteenth-century records of administration are measured by the 
volume rather than the box. The Shipley Town Book dates back to 1689, 
the Manningham Town Book to 1671, and the Bradford Improvement 
Commissioners Minutes cover the years 1843-1849. This earlier material 
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provides sparse though tantalising sources for the historian. Such material 
can, of course, be supplemented by other records such as newspapers, Quarter 
Sessions records and national and private collections. 

2. Business 

Bradford's chief claim to historical importance derives largely from its 
development as an industrial centre and in particular as the worsted capital of 
the world. If researchers are to understand the profound impact of industrial-
isation on the history of the area it is necessary to be able to trace the rise 
and decline of individual firms. Business records are therefore important 
for they can provide answers to many of the questions about the evolution 
of Bradford and the surrounding district. Fortunately the records of many 
textile firms have survived and Pat Hudson's invaluable The West Riding 
Wool Textile Industry: a Catalogue of Business Records from the Sixteenth 
to the Twentieth Century (2) lists most of them. Since its publication, how-
ever, a number of additional deposits have been made. 

There are several interesting business collections in the Archive Depart-
ment. Among them are those of the Heaton family who lived at Ponden Hall, 
near Haworth. These documents, which go back to a time before the family 
became involved in cotton or worsteds, provide an excellent source for the 
study of capital formation, showing how an essentially farming family could 
move into cloth production almost imperceptibly.A more important firm was 
Fison's of Burley-in-Wharfedale, whose paternal attitude towards their 
employees and the village in general is similar to that which we associate with 
Sir Titus Salt and Saltaire. One of the partners was W.E. Forster, possibly the 
most important political figure to be connected with Bradford. The papers of 
the firm have been deposited for some time but have recently been 
re-catalogued. 'the records of another worsted firm, James Drummond & Sons 
of Bradford, are perhaps the most extensive of all the textile collections in 
the office. 

Engineering was also of prime importance in the industrial history of 
the Bradford area. John T. Hardaker, Prince, Smith & Stell, and the two great 
ironworks at Low Moor and Bowling, are among the firms who have made 
deposits, but the extent of their collections varies enormously. Prince Smith's, 
at one time the largest employer in Keighley, is represented by a meagre four 
boxes, while Hardaker's contribution takes up two-and-a-half bays. The 
most important engineering records, however, belong to another Keighley 
firm, George Hattersley & Sons, probably the oldest loom manufacturers in 
the world. Their archives, which are of national as well as local significance, 
go back two hundred years and fill over ten bays. These have only recently 
been accessioned and it will be some time before the cataloguing can be 
completed. 

Other business records include those of the Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce, the Wool Textile Manufacturers' Federation, and the Bradford 
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Manufacturers' Association. It should also be remembered that not all bus-
inesses are large. Records relating to small firms and shops are also kept. 
In their way they are just as important as the records of big businesses in 
helping to trace how people organized their lives in the generations before our 
own. 

3. Trade Unions 

The history of industrial relations in Bradford in the nineteenth century 
is dominated by two strikes of national importance. The first was the 1825 
strike of woolcombers and weavers which ushered in twenty-five years of 
conflict between men and masters in the industrial, political and social fields. 
The second was the 1891 strike and lockout at Manningham Mills, which 
politicised a generation of working class leaders, and led ultimately to the 
formation of the Bradford Labour Union, whose members soon became the 
Bradford Branch of the Independent Labour Party. Both before and after 
these events, capital and labour struggled to reach an accommodation with 
each other, periods of industrial peace being punctuated by strikes and lock-
outs of varying degrees of bitterness. 

The trade union records held in the office are quite extensive. There is 
a small collection relating to the 1825 strike, including the Minutes of the 
Masters' organisation and an account from the Union side by John Tester, 
the strikers' chief representative. There are also letters and posters. The 
Bradford Trades Council have placed their large collections in the office and 
through their records can be traced the change from the deference of the 
1860s to the renewal of class conflict in the 1890s and the years before 1914. 
The collection also contains files on key events both local and national, such 
as the 1926 strike and the attitudes of the Council towards political and social 
issues of the day. A number of trade union branches have also deposited 
material. Many of them are connected with the textile trade, but other 
unions such as railwaymen, printers and engineers are represented too. The 
increase of research into labour history in the last few years has meant that 
many of these records have been used extensively. Nevertheless much work 
needs to be done. In particular the inter-war years are relatively under. 
researched, and the reaction of Bradford people to the demands of the two 
World Wars and the recent decline of the worsted trade are only two of the 
many possible areas of study. 

4. Politics 

Bradford was an important provincial political centre in the nineteenth 
century, and in the 1830s and 1840s various working-class movements, but 
especially Chartism, were influential in the area. The office is fortunate to 
have the only existing membership list for the Chartist Association in the 
country. The same period saw the growth of the partly political, partly 
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industrial Ten Hours Movement, many of whose records have survived. 
Richard Oastler spent much time in Bradford, which was a major centre of 
the agitation, and George Bull, the Curate of Bierley, gave him active support. 
Material relating to the attempts of manufacturers to put together a coalition 
of working and middle-class activists can be seen in the minute books and 
correspondence of the Bradford Reform Society and the Bradford Reforn 
Club. 

Of the modern political parties the most extensive collections in the 
Department are those of the Bradford Conservatives. They have been 
consulted by several researchers, most recently by a student who was 
examining the nature of the appeal made by Conservatives to an essentially 
working-class population. For although Bradford was not generally regarded 
as a Tory town in the nineteenth century it should be remembered that in 
the 1890s that party captured all three of the Borough's parliamentary seats. 
Nevertheless it was the Liberals who were politically supreme for most of the 
nineteenth century. Dominating the local and parliamentary elections for a 
generation they turned the town into a bastion of radicalism. Unfortunately 
few Liberal Party records have either survived or been deposited. However, 
this loss can be remedied by the use of pamphlets, newspapers, biographies 
and other printed material in the Local Studies Department of the Central 
Library. In the history of the Labour Party, Bradford holds an honoured 
place. The first conference of the Independent Labour Party was held in the 
town and this was later described by Philip Snowden, the first Labour 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as the most important political event of the 
nineteenth century. For many years Bradford and Halifax provided over half 
the members of the national I.L.P. with Ben Tillet, Keir Hardie, and Fred 
Jowett all standing as Labour candidates in Bradford Parliamentary elections, 
and Philip Snowden in Keighley. Unfortunately few records of the Bradford 
I.L.P. have been deposited, although Trades Council and Trade Union records 
often provide helpful information, as do the newspapers in the Local Studies 
Department. However, the records for the Keighley branch which are 
available are among the best in the country. 

It is a matter of regret that the branch archives of minority parties have 
not been deposited. Material on the Communist Party, the British Union of 
Fascists, and other parties of the right and left, as well as groups such as the 
Ecology Party and the S.D.P. will be of increasing importance to the 
historian. Records of organizations with political implications, such as C.N.D. 
and the Animal Rights Movement, would also be valuable. It seems likely at 
present that the sources of research for these groups at the local level will 
remain inadequately preserved. 
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S. Religion 

It is sometimes difficult to understand the centrality of religion in the 
lives and culture of our nineteenth century ancestors, but it is necessary. 
Political, business and social activities were all influenced by religion. The 
Bradford radicals made the disestablishment of the Church of England a 
fundamental part of their policy, in business, friendships made in places of 
worship often led to partnerships or contracts at work. Socially, masters and 
men met each other in the chapel and confirmed the deferential relationship 
established in the mill. The social life of the church or chapel based on choirs, 
cycling, cricket, football and bowls clubs, mutual improvement societies, 
debating groups and Sunday Schools could provide almost the entire 
recreational and educational life of a community. The archives of churches 
and chapels, therefore, tell us much more than just who went to church. 
They can reveal how communities functioned. 

Bradford Archive Department holds the records of over ninety churches 
and chapels. The earliest are those of Keighley and Bingley which start in 
1562 and 1577, but much of the material only dates from the nineteenth 
century. The increase in the population of the local towns and villages after 
1800 led to a growing need for more places of worship, a need emphasized by 
the 1851 religious census. A disproportionate number of churches and 
chapels therefore were built in the third quarter of the nineteenth century. 
These are the places of worship which provide the bulk of the Department's 
religious records, but not all denominations are represented, the most striking 
deficiency being in the archives of the Roman Catholic Churches. By 1881, 
notwithstanding the Borough's reputation as a centre of nonconformity, 
Catholics were the third largest single religious denomination in the town, and 
growing rapidly at a time when most others were in decline. 

More investigation is needed into the records of smaller religious 
groups, such as Spiritualists and Jews, and not enough research has been done 
on locating the archives of the churches of later immigrant groups, like the 
Poles, Ukrainians, Hungarians and other ethnic minorities. Documenting the 
various Asian sects and religions will present future historians with a 
formidable task. 

A list of the religious material housed in the office can be found in 
Guide for Family Historians (West Yorkshire Archive Service, 1983), which 
also gives details of the Bradford registers held at the West Yorkshire Archive 
Service Headquarters. The Local Studies Department of Metropolitan 
Bradford Libraries have produced a list of the printed and microfilm copies of 
registers held by them and also of the parish registers in the Bradford 
Archives. 
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6. Estate and Family 

Estate and family papers often provide information which can rarely 
be found elsewhere. For example, in an area like West Yorkshire these 
documents can be particularly useful when studying the early industrial 
growth of communities. Thus in Keighley, the records of the Dukes of Devon-
shire show how they generally encouraged the development of the town 
helping it to become a medium-sized industrial centre. 

The Department has three major family and estate collections. The 
Spencer-Stanhope records which are shared with Sheffield City Library; the 
Tong Manuscripts which deal with the important family of Tempest, who 
lived at Tong Hall near Bradford; and the Eshton Hall papers which were 
originally housed in Cliffe Castle Museum, and are largely concerned with 
the Keighiey area. These collections contain a wide variety of records, some 
of them illustrating national as well as local events. For example, among, the 
Spencer-Stanhope papers are a series of letters written by a British Officer 
during the American War of Independence. The Eshton Hall papers contain 
letters written by a British cavalry officer in the Boer War, one of which 
denounces the policy of herding civilians into Concentration Camps. 

These are, of course, the documents of wealthy families. However, the 
papers of quite humble people can provide equally interesting source material. 
For example, the letters of the Whittaker family, written at the end of the 
eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth century, give a sparkling 
picture of affluent life at the time of Bradford's industrial expansion. A 
hundred and fifty years later the papers of a local medical specialist with a 
wide range of leisure and cultural interests show what middle-class life was 
like in the 1920s and 1930s. (3) During the same period Miriam Lord's records 
reveal what a committed socialist and philanthropist could achieve when 
motivated by the desire to improve the conditions of the poor. (4) 

7. Miscellaneous 

Many of the most interesting documents in the office fit into no 
particular category. A photocopy of a manuscript entitled An Account of 
the Events at Kasauli is not part of any class or collection. It is not even 
about local events. It is, however, interesting because it gives an account of 
life in an Indian Hill station during the Mutiny. It contains battles, rebellions 
and even buried treasure. Other types of documents which have not been 
mentioned so far, but which are kept in the Department, include the records 
of such organizations as Co-operative Societies, charities, brass bands, choral 
societies and private libraries, as well as personal letters and diaries, remin-
iscences and autobiographies. All these papers and others like them can be 
used to build up a picture of what life was like in Bradford and the sur-
rounding area at a particular time. However, it should be remembered that 
by no means all the sources for Bradford's history have been placed in the 
office. Gaps and blanks remain which can only be filled by future deposits. 
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Other Sources 

Obviously there are many other places which contain records helpful 
to the Bradford historian. Next to the Archive Department on the sixth floor 
of the Central Library is the Local Studies Department, which houses much 
key material. This includes newspapers, census returns, directories, photo-
graphs, maps, pamphlets and oral history tapes. In addition there are printed 
histories and research theses, together with studies and articles on a multitude 
of topics. Each of the other major libraries in the Metropolitian District keeps 
its own local history material. The University of Bradford has important 
archive collectidns, including papers of Sir Isaac Holden and the Worsted 
Committee Minutes. These are administered by the West Yorkshire Archive 
Service from its office at Wakefield, which keeps much additional material 
relating to Bradford, including the records of local hospitals, Police Forces, 
churches and businesses. They also have more general records of value to the 
Bradford researcher; for example, the West Riding Quarter Sessions proceed-
ings and the West Riding Registry of Deeds. Other repositories in the locality 
also hold Bradford collections, for instance the Brotherton Library at Leeds 
University, which possesses the archives of a number of local businesses. 

Future 

Since the formation of the West Yorkshire Archive Service a number of 
developments have taken place to the benefit of the Bradford Archive Service 
and its users. The most important of these is that more extensive 
accommodation has been found - a nineteenth-century warehouse situated 
near Forster Square in the centre of Bradford. Although the building requires 
considerable strengthening, renovation and alteration, it is hoped that the 
staff, the office and the collections will be transferred to the new premises 
during 1985. This new accommodation, in addition to more storage space, 
will contain a separate search room, a meeting room and an exhibition area, 
with photocopying equipment and microfilm readers. In all it should provide 
Bradford with a much improved archive service in line with current develop-
ments throughout the county and elsewhere. 

Other improvements which will benefit the service are also being 
introduced. An ambitious microfilming programme has started which will 
eventually provide Bradford with copies of all parish registers deposited in 
all the offices of the joint service. In this way the enquirer wishing to consult, 
for example, the Halifax Parish Chusch Registers will be able to do so on 
microfiche in Bradford. It will also soon be possible to provide the public 
with a set of catalogues of all the collections which have been processed 
throughout the county. A start has also been made on putting details of 
all accessions of archive collections into a data base and it is planned that 
eventually this information will be available to both staff and users in each 
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office. This, of course is a long term project which will take a number of 
years to complete. However, over all these initiatives hangs the threat of the 
abolition of the West Yorkshire Metropolitan County Council. If this takes 
place the future of the West Yorkshire Archive Service may be uncertain. It 
is to be hoped that whatever happens, arrangements satisfactory to all inter-
ested parties can be negotiated. If not,the users of the archives will inevitably 
be among the chief sufferers. 
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THE TONG MANUSCRIPTS 
Lilian Robinson 

I. The Manor of Tong 

In 1899 Tong, along with Idle, Eccleshill, North Bierley and Thornton, 
was annexed by Bradford, and in 1920 the parish of Tong became part of the 
new diocese of Bradford. In earlier days Tong was in the 'Wappontake of 
Morley, Parish of Birstall and Honour of Pontefract'. The tithe award of 
1848 (1) shows that the township comprised (excepting glebe lands) 2643 
acres - at that time 550 acres of arable land, 1738 of meadow and pasture, 
318 of woodland and plantation and 38 of public roads and wastes. The 
story of the development of parochial matters up to 1925, when Mrs. Tempest 
transferred the patronage of Tong Church to the Community of the Resur-
rection, Mirfield, may be found in Craddock's History of the Ancient Parish 
of Birstall. 

A scholarly history of Tong was written by the late Wilfrid Robertshaw 
in the Bradford Antiquary, (2) of which he was a distinguished editor, in two 
articles he traced the descent of the manor from its appearance in the Domes-
day survey as 'Tuinc', through the annals of the Tong family down to the 
Mirfields, who acquired it by marriage in the fifteenth century. Again, by 
marriage, the manor passed to the Tempests, and in 1763 Elizabeth Tempest 
married Thomas Plumbe, who purchased Tong Hall. Their son took the name 
Plumbe-Tempest, and in this way Tempests continued in ownership of the 
manor until 1941, when properties were sold off and the association ended. 

Wilfrid Robertshaw, through his position as Director of Bradford City 
Art Gallery and Museums, would have easy access to the Tong Manuscripts, 
for he refers to 'the Tempest family muniments now in the Cartwright 
Memorial Hall, Bradford', but he quotes from them sparingly. In recent 
times the value of this large and important collection of original papers has 
been greatly enhanced by a comprehensive two-volume index,which illustrates 
almost every aspect of life in a West Yorkshire community over a span of 
more than six hundred years. Field books and rentals, supported by leases, 
tithe charges, apprenticeship records and manor court rolls introduce us 
to the old families of Tong, whose names recur in a variety of contexts 
throughout this long period. At a higher social level the changing fortunes of 
the lords and ladies of the manor show up through wills, marriage settlements, 
law suits and correspondence. 

The last lady of the manor, Mrs. Henrietta F.M. Tempest, who died in 
1948, was a Vice-President of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, 
whose links with the Tempests go back at least to 1900. In the Bradford 
Antiquary of that year Mrs. Tempest of Broughton-in-Craven wrote on 'The 
Tempest Family of Bowling Hall' (3) and followed this with two articles on 
'Broughton Hall and its Associations' (1913-15) (4). 

Henry Tempest, lord of the manor in the seventeenth century, kept 
in his own hand, 'A booke contayning the briefe Copies of all the evidences 
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and most auncient deeds, belonging to the Manours of Tong and Colynghead 
in Aredale ... 7th October 1639' (5). He carefully recorded evidence of the 
early history of the manor, such as detailed freeholders' deeds (1527-1611), 
grants of common land, and rent charges. Later in the book are enumerated 
the houses built in Tong at his expense (1639-1649), and other houses and 
barns built at the expense of his tenants. He recorded offices and honours 
bestowed on him from 8 June 1645, and the advice he gave to his son and 
heir on 16 February 1648. The final pages contain 'Receipt for ye Gascoigne 
Powder', and 'Jelly of Snake Scins', followed by a scribble of derisory comment. 

Militia papers record matters ranging from appointments of members of 
the Tempest family to posts of high rank from the year 1642, to humbler 
things, such as the order made in 1822 to the Overseers of the Poor to make 
an allowance to the family of a deserter. 

Everyday life presents itself through the manor court rolls, and records 
of the Overseers of the Poor. Many orders of the Overseers refer to maintenance 
of illegitimate children. In November 1800, expense was incurred 'conveying 
Jeremiah Hodgson, blacksmith, to the House of Correction, Wakefield, for 
neglecting and non-support of his wife and family'. Many times people from 
other places, who tried to settle in the township, were told to move on. Only 
occasionally was settlement allowed. 

The poor and needy did not always humbly accept their lot. Several 
times during the nineteenth century the Overseer was called before H.M. 
Justices of the Peace to show cause why he had neglected to relieve some 
poor person. 

In June 1819 a special committee was appointed to manage town 
affairs. A list dated 1820 names those who subscribed towards the provision 
of a well, sunk by the pinfold, 'for betterment of water to the village'. The 
well is still there. Rules and regulations for the town were drafted in 1822 
and an abundance of similar information takes us well into the present 
century. 

Documents contained in the collection date from 1327. Readers with-
Out knowledge of palaeography might find the original early manuscripts 
difficult to understand, but a brief description of these, and all other items, 
may be found in the index. 

Even those who take only a pasting interest in local history will be 
entertained by a browse through these two volumes. Those whose pleasure 
or business is research will recognise them as the key to a treasury. 

REFERENCES 

I Stieepscar Library, Leeds. 
2 Bradford Antiquary (New Series) Pts. 36, 37. 
3 Ibid., Pt. 5. 
4 Ibid., Pts. 17, 15. 
5 Tone MSS 3/813. 

12 



2. 'My Aunt Duckenfield' and The Duckenfield Disbursements 

The Tong Manuscripts, 'My Aunt Duckenfield' (Ref. 5A 1) and the 
Duckenfield Disbursements (Ref. 40-77) provi4e a valuable record of early 
seventeenth-century Tong. 

Robert Duckenfield, of Duckenfield, Cheshire, and Margaret his wife 
were the parents of Katherine, who married John Tempest, lord of the manor 
of Tong. John Tempest died in May 1623 and in the same year his widow 
married Henry Fairfax of Bolton Percy. Henry, the Tempest heir who inherited 
the manor of Tong, was baptised on II September 1621 and John,the second 
son, was baptised in February 1622 (a space of 17 months according to the old 
calendar reckoning). Henry Tempest became a King's Ward. That Katherine's 
new husband became guardian to the infant John, then about three years 
old, seems to be confirmed in an account dated 1624, shortly after his 
mother married Henry Fairfax. 

Moneys Layd out for John Tempest the Ward Concerning the 
Procuring of the wardship, the charges thereof and Mr. Houlds-
worthes charges and my mans 2 Journeys to London. 

Presumably Mr. Houldsworthe was a lawyer. The items include a charge for 
'enrolling the grant and sealing'; for 'my othe'; 'hyring of horses' and 'sundrie 
journeys on the ward's business'. Of the further accounts relating to the Ward 
an interesting one is for clothes: 

Disbursements for John Tempest Since Ester last 1624 

Imprimis for I payr of Socks viiid 
It. two shirts 2 aperons 2 cradle headclothea iiijs vjd 
a qrter (doz?) bibbes vjd 
2 capps threed and clothes making ijs iiijd 
two yards 3 qrtera of greene clothe for a coate vijs iiijd 
For an Undercoate of Cottne is iiijd 
for a payre of Sleeves for ye childs coate ijs 
For lace and Makeing ijs vjd 
The xvith Jannurie one coate vs ijd 
for lace lining and makeing is xd 
for Mr. John Tempest against Ester xis xd 
to Mr. Musgrave for his Ester - cominge xxs 
to William Wainwright for the childs Table xxs 
to William Wainwright the Second of Jann xxxiijs iiijd 
for one payre Showes (shoes) vd 

From 1633 a Henry Hurst was deputed to collect rents for the lordship 
of Tong. In that year his expenses included 'His Dyett & horse and his paines 
in collecting rents at Whitsuntide'. Payments made at the same time include: 

Chancerie Rent to the Oritor 
To Mr. Beeston, Schoolmaster at Tong Chappel 
King's Rent Due at Martinmas 
An acquittance for the said Rent 

34 
18 

12 0 0 
40 
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A quietus for the said Rent 5 4 
To him that paide the office and procured 
a Discharge 5 0 

A true account of all such money as I Frances Duckenfield have dis-
bursed for the use of John Tempest, beginning 28 September 1630 
(Ref. 4D-77). 
Similar accounts for the years 1631 to 1645 give further insight into 

the life of the times. 
Leases and rents are detailed in a much tattered 4-page document. 

Included are: 

William Goodale: Lease of housinge and grounde made 2nd October, 
9th James (1611) Rent xxxs at Penticoste and Martinmas, Boones: 
One Syth boone, twoo sickle boones, half a plowe boone @ one harrow 
boone, one Capon & one henne at the Nativitie. Teens xxi yeares. (1) 
William Pollard: Lease of housing and groundes made 28 April, 8th 
James (1610) Rent xxs at Penticoste and Martinmas, Boones: one 
Sythe boone, one harrow boone, half a plowe boone, twoo sickle 
boones, one Sack of Oases, one Capon and one hen at the Nativitie. 
Term xxi yeares. 

Richard Procter: Lease made 12 Maye, 8th James (1610) Rent xxs at 
Penticost and Martinmas. fowre sickle boones, one sythe boone, one 
harrow boone, 5w00 hens at the Nativitie. Term xxi yeares. 

Robt Lacie: a house and lathe tok out a lease as I heare. 

John Brooke: a farm called The Rakes dated the fowrthe Daie of 
December in the fifth yeare of the Reigns of our Sovereigne Lord King 
James (1607).. Rent xls atPenticost and Martinmas, one plows boone, 
1 harrow boone, one sythe boons, twoo Capons at the Nativitie. Term 
xxi yeares. This lease is given to Christopher Tempest when the yeares 
are out. 

Christopher Nettleton: a close of the domayne caled Heleye Shawes 
before Mr. Hartley's Lease dated the xxiijth daie of July in the Tenthe 
yesre of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord King James (1612) for xij 
yeares. Rent vü (18) at the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Maly 
and St. Michael. 

An account of Freeholders' rents follows. 

A comparison of rents, and conditions, for the years 1626-27-28 and 
1642 may be made by reference to 40-77 and 1. Not only are the rents 
detailed, but also boons for 'plows, harrows, sickel, syth, daies of haymaking, 
greenhues' (2) and, occasionally, 'Sack of oates 3/4d', '6d for a hen due at 
Christmas.' The formidable list of freeholders in arrears with their rent 
includes Sir George Savill, giving an impression that is was fashionable for 
freeholders of the time not to pay for anything a moment before they must. 
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In passing, it is interesting to discover that not all those listed on the 
1642 rent roll signed the 1642 Protestation Return for Tong. Perhaps old men 
were not required to sign. Absentee landlords may have signed elsewhere. 
Nevertheless, Yorkshiremen have always been independent. The statement 
'None Refuseth' appended to the Protestation Returns for the West Riding 
was doubtless true. But had all men been asked to sign the return? 

An account of June 1628, detailing the boons due from 13 inhabitants 
includes: 

Richard Pollard Wife: one capon 1/-, 4 hens 2/-, 2 harrows twelvepence, 
one day mowing sixepence, five day shearing fifteene pence & twopence 
for greenhewes. All is five shillings & a peny for thre farms.( 'all', by 
modern reckoning, should be 5111 d). 

Walter Hoole: one hen Sixpence, 2 day Shearing sixepence, Sixe chickens 
twelve pence, greenhues threepence. Two shillings three pence. 
Thomas Croft: one hen Sixpence, two day shearing 6d, for greenhues 
4 pence. One shilling four pence. 

On the back of this document is written, twice, as though the writer admired 
the sentiment:-

Love makes man Sometimes merry Sometimes Sad 
untamde men milde and many a mtlde man Mad Margret Duckenfield 

Seventeenth-century Tong is brought to life in the Duckenfield Papers. 
Many of the names and places in the Rentals recur over the years and the 
information gleaned is supplemented by reference to other of the Tong Manu-
scripts, where the same names are found time and again. A superfluity of 
Pollards, Goodalls, Gomersalls and the like make it difficult to follow particular 
families through their history, especially as these families tended to use the 
same Christian names for offspring in all their branches. All the same, a glance 
through the index of the manuscripts sometimes helps us to trace the transfer 
of a particular property. 

We may visualise events, but the available documents do not always give 
an answer to the queries arising from them. For instance, from the manor 
court rolls we learn that from 1679 some farmers in the Westgate Hill area 
were ordered to 'make noe highway for cart, carriage and drift of cattel from 
Bentham Fold to Hilleythaes' (an area north-east of Westgate Hill). As with 
other orders of the manor court this was repeated many times. It seems that 
people did nothing until action was taken against them. 

The manor court rolls are missing for some years after this. When they 
re-appear we find that from 1698 the inhabitants around Westgate Hill are 
ordered to attend to their Doles (3) on 'the new lane (wainway) between 
Bentham Sike and Hilleyshaes'. Did public opinion lead to the acceptance of 
a right of way? Was the way really a lane, as we understand it, or just a track? 
Some of the manor court orders to people to attend to their Doles related to 
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ways which are now but woodland paths, and were unlikely to have been more 
than paths at any time. 

This example provides one small item for conjecture. The Tong Manu-
scripts give many more. 

REFERENCES 

1. Boon: A stated service (by this time translated into cash) to be rendered to 
the lord of the manor by a tenant. 

2. Greenhues: Payment for the right to cut greenery for fodder in wintertime. 
3. Doles: Responsibility for a share of road maintenance. Sometimes inhabi-

tants living along a certain way were summoned to meet on the site 
in order to agree their respective 'Doles'. 

Yorkshire Archaeological Soc. MS41, page 57, contains copy of a document relating to 
the Wardship of Henry Tempest. It is difficult to read and I do not know how accurate 
the transcriber was. 

Tong Protestation Returns: transcripts are at the Bradford Central Library. 

The Duckenfield papers were the only ones which seemed to form a compact 'collection'. 
Transcriptions are attached, so that anyone seeking further information need not know 
how to read old documents, 

(L.R. modestly refrains from mentioning that these transcripts, like many others in the 
Tong collection, are hers. Ed.) 
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3. Key to Index of Tong Manuscripts at Bradford Central Library 

1. Bills and Receipts pp. 1 - 27 
2. Correspondence pp. 27-46 
3. Deeds pp. 46.145 
4. Estate Records pp. 145 - 157 

a) Field Books and Fields. 
b) Financial Accounts of the Plumbe and Tempest estates. 
C) Mining and Quarrying Records. 
d) Rentals of Tempest and Plumbe families - various estates, also 

miscellaneous rentals. 
e) Tong tithes. 
1) Woods in Tong. 
g) Miscellaneous. 

5. Family Records pp. 157 -166 
a) Accounts. 
b) Copies and extracts of birth, marriages, burials. 
C) Letters of Attorney. 
d) Marriage Settlements. 
e) Wills. 
1) Miscellaneous. 

6. Friendly Societies p. 166 
7. Legal Papers pp. 167- 172 

a) Cases: Tempest v. Tempest. 
b) Case: Tempest v. Fairfax. 
C) Cases: Tempest v. others. 
d) Cases: Plumbe v. others. 
e) Juries. 
1) Miscellaneous. 

8. Manorial Records pp. 172- 177 
a) Court Baron of Tong (Court Rolls etc.) 
b) Tong Manor - miscellaneous. 
C) Other manors. 

9. Maps and Plans p.177 
10. Militia Papers pp. 177-181 
11. Official Papers pp. 181-189 

a) Acts. 
b) Game Certificates. 
c) Knighthoods. 
d) Parliamentary Elections. 
e) Taxation Papers. 

12. Parish and Ecclesiastical Records pp. 189 -258 
a) Apprenticeship Indentures. 
b) Tong Church - Churchwardens' and other accounts. 
c) Constables' Accounts. 
d) Examinations. 
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e) Filiation Orders. 
f) Highway Accounts (Surveyors). 
g) Overseers of the Poor Accounts. 
Is) Overseers'. Churchwardens', Surveyors' Accounts (combined). 
i) Removal Orders. 
j) Settlement Certificates. 
k) Miscellaneous. 

13. Miscellaneous pp. 258 -260 

LILLIAN ROBINSON 
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A MOMENT IN THE HISTORY OF BRADFORD MOOR 
George Redmonds 

It is difficult now to realise that much of the high land to the east and 
south-east of Bradford was once moorland, even though some of the place-
names and a number of early maps indicate quite clearly that it was so. It 
was on these moors that the tenants of manors such as Tong, Calverley and 
Bradford had pasturing and turbary rights; they were crossed by important 
highways and some of the boundaries were doubtless ill-defined. 

Early documents show quite clearly that the moorlands were the cause 
of frequent disagreement and dispute. In Bradford manor court rolls for the 
years 1411-1423, typical entries refer to pasturing offences on Bradford 
Moor, and the illegal movement of carts loaded with ironstone. In one case 
brought to the court's attention alarge number of Calverley men were accused 
of digging turves on the moor (1). 

Other examples of quarrels between the manors occur in the records of 
the Duchy of Lancaster. In 1500, for example, Percival Thornton and Sir 
William Calverley, l't. disputed the title to common of pasture, turbary and 
right of way on Tyersal Moor. In 1556, Bradford Moor was the subject of a 
Commission involving the Tempests, and only six years later it figured in a 
case between Robert Cook and - among others - George Kitchen (2). 
Slightly further to the south-east, on the moors between Tong and Toftshaw, 
where settlement and enclosure had been encouraged from the early 1500s, 
first by the Mirfields and then the Tempests, a difference of opinion resulted 
in Christopher Saxton being called on to produce a map of the area, and this 
rare piece of evidence survives in Nottingham County Record Office (3). 

Early in the 1700s, when piecemeal enclosure was again taking place, 
the area in question was systematically surveyed and mapped for the estate 
owners. The maps of Tong (1725) and Tyersal (1720), which contain a 
wealth of detail and are of excellent quality, are already well known to 
historians (4). However, there is also an undated map 0fc1720, which depicts 
part of Bradford and Calverley Moors, and results from a dispute between Sir 
Walter Calverley and Mr. Marsden, lord of the manor of Bradford. It was 
surveyed by T. Stroothers, and although somewhat carelessly drawn, contains 
much fascinating information (5). 

At least two copies of this map survive, one in the local studies section 
of Huddersfield Library and the other at the Claremont headquarters of the 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society (6). The version appearing with this brief 
article is a tracing and re-drawing of the first of these, and so much of the 
area it covers has now changed dramatically, that it might be useful at the 
outset to define it, using modern place-names. 

The unnamed lane to the south, for example, close to Quarry Gap in 
Tyersal, must be Dick Lane, whilst the eastern limit, appearing on the map 
as Wainforth Clough, is the beck which runs through the Phoenix Park sports 
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ground. In the north, the road junction on Bolton Common probably marks 
the point where Underdiffe Road and Dudley 1-1111 Road now meet, whilst 
most of the enclosures to the west form part of the present Bradford Moor 
golf course. 

There are numerous incidental points of interest on the map: the 
rabbit warrens or Coney Burrows near Quarry Gap; the Brick Pitts to the 
south of Fagley Lane; the leave to get Turves on Bradford Moor, and the 
Causway on Leeds Old Road, but much more informative are the boundary 
markers, wells and coal-pits, which relate directly to the dispute. Their 
significance is made clear in a variety of documents which are now to be 
found in different collections in the archives department of Bradford 
Central Library. 

The Boundary between Bradford and Calverley 

Boundary markers shown on the map include thorn bushes, a thorn 
tre, a Poll and various stones, some defined as standing, some as earthfast. 
The significant boundary is the one marked by a straight line running from 
the north, to Kitching Corner in the south. In an indenture of 1721, which 
defines the area in debate, it is described as: 

abutting on the North and Northwest on a Square stone commonly 
reckoned a boundary stone, Scituate between the said Manner (ie. 
Calverley), and the Manner of Eccieshill, and bounded on the West 
by a Line from the said stone to another Stone lying South thereof 
and marked with a letter (C), fixed on or near the West end of two 
Intacks made by Sir Walter Calverley and his ancestors, and by a line 
from the said stone to a place in the Causway leading from Leeds to 
Bradford (7). 

At this point on the map there are two symbols close together, a three-
tiered Cross and The Stone that was broke. The indenture mentions the 
second of these, saying that the line of the boundary lay 'one Yard and no 
more nearer Bradford than the place where the said Sir Walter Calverley 
lately fixed a stone, which stone was since broken, and where it is agreed 
another stone is to be fixed'. 

The references to the final boundary marker in this north to south line 
tell us something of its development and history. The Site is marked on the 
map by The Stone Stoop where the old oak Stood being a boundary, and 
immediately adjoining this point are written the words the Poll. In the 
indenture, the same marker is described as 'a Stone Cross or stoop, fixed 
where formerly an old Pole stood'. The inference clearly is that the oak tree 
was the original marker and gave way in turn to a wooden post and then a 
stone column. It is worth noting that what was almost certainly merely a 
boundary stone, drawn as a simple column on the map, is called 'a Stone 
Cross', the sort of name which invites speculation when the exact circum-
stances of its history are not known. Boundaries have been marked by crosses 
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from a very early date and a 12th century land grant for Bradley, near Hudd-
ersfield, actually refers to one boundary marker as 'an old oak on the hillock, 
marked with a cross', although admittedly this was monastic property (8). 

There is a second document which refers directly to the dispute (9). It 
records the testimony of witnesses used in the trial at York Summer Assizes 
in 1720, and illustrates just how far back into history the 'memory' of the 
manor could go. It said 

Old Mr. Henry Calverley caused a Wall to be made, a good piece on from 
Kitchin Corner, only leaving room for a Cart-way and at (the) same 
'ime, down from it by the way leading to Leeds, caused a great casten 
dug out) ditch to be made for a good space, intending to inclose it, 

but then the Civil Wars coming on it was after neglected. 

The same witness claimed: 
that the Cross on the Moor was first set up by some Bradford persons, 
Mr. Calverley being absent after the Warrs, but when he came home, 
or was informed of it, tent to break it, but being after better informed 
that it was to be a guide for the way, ordered it to be set up. 

A cross could clearly be just a guide post as well as a boundary marker. 

Water rights on the moor 

Mary Jackson who had been living in the 1680s at 'Cordingley's house', 
(shown on the map) testified that her family had 'looked upon it to be Mr. 
Calverley's right beyond the Pole and Cross'. Nevertheless, they had allowed 
their animals to pasture on the moor, and escaped having them impounded 
only because they 'kept in favour'. Other Bradford tenants were not so 
fortunate: according to Richard Cordingley, Mr. Calverley 'would send to 
pinder the rest of the Townsmens' goods of Bradford'. It obviously paid to 
cultivate the Calverleys' good opinion; the Kitchens of Robinson's house 
'were always friends with old Mr. Calverley, upon which account . . . he 
spared theirs'. 

The dispute must also have touched on rights of way, and there is clear 
evidence 'that when the way below the Scarr hill was deep' an alternative route 
was taken. Samuel Haworth and Robert Marshall of Yeadon used 'to take 
down near the head of Calverley Intacks and so down near the Cross on the 
moor, and by the Wood Pole down to Kitchen Corner and so over Tiersall 
Common', roughly along the disputed boundary line in other words. As these 
men were going to coal-pits they may even have had pack-horses or carts with 
them. 

A further important aspect of the dispute concerned the tenants' access 
to water. The occupants of aNew house and inclosure on Bradford Moor paid 
Id for theirs; Cordingleys had rights at Nero(?) Well, and the Kitchens paid 
2d p.a. for 'the use of a Well on the lower side of the Moor'. On the map the 
Kitchens' farm-hold was named as The Isle of Man or Kitchin house, and 
under the former name it figures in a later dispute about water rights, which 
throws light on the events of 1719-20. 
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The document in question is dated 1756 and it relates to the customary 
water rights prevailing at the Isle of Man (10). The most detailed evidence 
came from George Rooks, a Bradford clothier who had been a servant at the 
hamlet in 1719. He testified that at that time there was 'a Well called the 
Shep-Coat Well, lying upon Bradford Moor not far from the Isle of Man and 
adjoining to the Road leading to Leeds'. The customary rights of the inhabi-
tants of the hamlet allowed them 'to fetch water for the use of them and 
their family, to drive and water their Cattle att all times of the year'. Further-
more 'when the Well was fowl, they always cleansed and scoured the same'. 
This may sound rather like an obligation, but actually the matter cleansed 
from ponds and wells was used to improve the land, and the task would be 
seen, in part at least, as a customary right. 

A final point of interest concerning the dispute emerges in the testimony 
of Richard Cordingley, referred to earlier. He claimed that 'old Mr. Marsden' 
had been incensed against 'old Mr. Calverley' by William Rawson of Bowling, 
who had 'set Mr. Marsden of trying for Coal' on the moor. It was this that 
gave immediate rise to differences between the two men and persuaded Mr. 
Marsden, after meeting with the townspeople, to consider taking the matter 
to court. At that point 'old Jervas Dixon, Thomas Ledgard, Mr. Richardson 
and others had consultations and mett to Scan things on the moor'. A number 
of coal-pits are shown on the map, in the area marked as being in dispute, 
but so far I have not located any other evidence which refers directly to 
them. 

This brief article is intended to evoke a moment in the history of 
Bradford Moor, before its landscape was permanently ravaged and disfigured 
during the Industrial Revolution. The maps and documents which support it 
are now dispersed, the personalities obscured by the passage of time and the 
landmarks have almost totally disappeared. However, the former Isle of Man, 
so important in its day, may have left some mark on the landscape, although 
the name does not survive. No doubt the enclosures acquired their distinctive 
name partly because of their shape and partly because they were an island of 
cultivation on the moor. This shape appears to be preserved in the rough 
triangle formed by New Lane, Thornbury Road and Killinghall Road. Other-
wise all that survives to remind us of the ancient contention, and the moor 
which gave rise to it, are some open spaces and a few place-names such as 
Scarr Hill and Intake Road. Calverley and Rawson Avenues recall two of 
the principals in the case. 
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This is a tracing and re-drawing of the map held in the Thornhill Collec-
tion at Huddersfield Library. Although every care has been taken to avoid 
errors, there are one or two details on the original which are hard to decipher, 
and the serious student is advised to consult the originals. Moreover, several 
features on the Thornhills' map have been crossed out and these corrections 
do not appear on this tracing. 

Both the original maps are coloured, but the 'Red line' and the 'Blew 
line', marked here as R - R and B - B are now faded and discoloured. 

MAP OF BRADFORD AND CALVERLEY MOORS (see back cover) 

REFERENCES 

I. Duchy of Lancaster, Court Rolls (Bradford). Originals in the Public Record Office, 
a transcript available in Bradford Central Library, (B.C.L.) 

2. Duchy of Lancaster. Calendar of Pleadings, P.R.O. Guides to these documents, with 
some details of the contents, were published in 1823. 1827 and are available in 
Leeds Reference Library and at Claremont. 
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4. Both maps are held in the Local History Section of Bradford Central Library. 
5. Notebooks containing Thomas Stroother's accounts for Sir Waiter Calverley (1727-
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Local Board Offices, Highgate. 

Heaton Local Board - centenary of dissolution, 30 April 1982. 
Councillor J.S. King is on the right. 

By courtesy of Telegraph & Argus, Bradford 
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OLD BRADFORD CHARITIES - PART II 
Mary Litter 

Mrs. Elizabeth Wadsworth's Charity 

Mrs. Wadsworth was concerned about the poor in the townships of 
Bradford, Calverley and Idle, and by a codicil to her will made in 1835 be-
queathed to the Vicars of Bradford and Calverley, and to the Perpetual 
Curate of Idle, the sum of £600, which they were to invest. Every year at 
Christmas the income was to be used to assist the most deserving poor and 

each incumbent was authorized to distribute the third of the income assigned 
to him 'to such persons and in such manner as he should think proper'. 

No deed has survived (if ever there was one) to testify to the setting up 
of a trust to administer this charity and our knowledge of it derives solely 
from Mrs. Wadsworth's will, which was proved in November 1837. The 
money was presumably distributed among the deserving poor in subsequent 
years by the three clergymen. No provision seems to have been made to 
appoint successors in the event of the death or removal of any of the 
nominees and in 1871 the scheme was in danger of breaking down. In that 
year the Rev. E.M. Hall of Idle applied to the Charity Commissioners to have 
the £680 in 3% annuities, in the names of himself, the Rev. Henry Heap and 
the Rev. Samuel Redhead, transferred to the Commissioners, as the last two 
clergymen were dead. 

The request was granted and on 3rd November 1871 the stock was 
apportioned, one third to each of the three churches, the income being 
distributed on 13th January each year. In the 1870s, and for the next twenty 
years, a sum of 3s. each was given to poor persons, mainly widows and 
spinsters aged 50 years and above, after careful enquiry into their 
circumstances. The names were kept in a book which is now in the Muniment 
Room of Bradford Cathedral, the recipients being usually recommended by 
the Vicar and a body of district visitors, or 'Bible-women', as they were 
called. 

At the Charity Inquiry of 1894 Canon Bardsley testified that for the 
last three years £5 65.4d. had been distributed by the Parish Clerk in sums of 
2s.6d. He also stated that neither he nor Mumford's, the solicitors, knew of 
any document relating to this charity, which seemed always to have been 
distributed according to precedent. In the 1890s applications were so 
numerous that the funds proved inadequate to meet the demand and they 
frequently had to be augmented from the Communion alms. Amounts given 
varied from 2s.6d in 1908 to 5s. in 1930. 

Although the amounts distributed appear pitifully small today, there is 
plenty of evidence that they were gratefully accepted and were a real blessing 
to the recipients. In 1905 the churchwardens found themselves unable to 
meet all the demands on their funds and the following note appears in the 
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Charity Book. 

Jowett, Wadsworth and Poor's Estate. 

In consequence of reduced amounts received on account of these three 
charities it is impossible to pay the same sums to the like number of 
people as heretofore. Nor could it be easily settled as to who should be 
left out. I have therefore paid to all who have previously received the 
dole the same amount as they had before. If no new persons are added 
the number of recipients will gradually be reduced by death and other 
causes and in time the income will be sufficient to satisfy the remainder. 

The amount available was: Wadsworth Charity £4 16s.8d., Poor's Estate 
£8 4s.6d., Jowett Charity £6 4s.10d. The clerk paid out £20 6s.6d., the 
deficit of £1 0s.6d. being made up out of Communion alms. 

John Appleyard's Charity 

Some benefactors made provision for the poor of more than one 
district. John Appleyard, who added a codicil to his will on 11th June 1864, 
eight months before his death, was one such person. He left to the Vicar of 
the Parish of Halifax £5,000, to be invested in Government Securities, the 
income of which was to be distributed each January in bread, coals and 
blankets amongst the poor of several neighbouring townships; one fifth each 
to Halifax, Warley and Overiden, one tenth each to Midgley, Adwalton, 
Bradford and Birstall. 

In 1866, after deduction of legacy duty, the sum of £4,500 was 
invested by the Charity Commissioners and each year one tenth of the 
income was remitted to the Vicar of Bradford, whose Curate distributed it to 
the poor by means of orders on local provision merchants. In subsequent 
years the income varied very little, being in the region of E14 15s. in 1893 
and £12 15s. in 1967. In the early years food orders for 6d. and is. each and 
some orders for coals were distributed to a large number of needy people. In 
1967 the Provost, as the Vicar of Bradford, distributed the charity to thirteen 
poor and aged people, who received part cash and part goods. 

The Susannah Stott Charity 

In organising her charitable bequests Miss Susannah Stott unwittingly 
posed several problems. Her will was made in February 1826 but she lived 
until 1875, by which date her executors had been dead for some years and 
some of the institutions she wished to benefit no longer existed. In her will, 
Miss Stott, who was a member of the Stanhope family of Eccleshill Hall, 
bequeathed to John Outhwaite and John Ness Blakey the sum of £400 on 
trust for them to invest in Government Securities, the income being for the 
benefit of the Medical Dispensary, the Lying-in-Charity, the Charity for the 
Aged and Infirm and the Female School of Industry. Each charity was to 
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receive one quarter of the income each year on 15th January. She wished her 
executors to see that a proper deed was drawn up, and stated that if any 
institution had ceased to exist, the money should be directed to another with 
similar objectives. 

The executors having predeceased Miss Stott, administration of the will 
was granted to her niece, Susannah Greene Stott, and in May 1875 £360 of 
the capital, after deduction of legacy duty, was paid to the Official Trustees 
of Charitable Funds and invested in Consols. As there were no properly - 

constituted trustees of the endowment, on 18 August 1875 Miss Susannah 
Greene Stott applied to the Charity Commissioners asking that the Vicar and 
churchwardens of Bradford Parish Church be appointed trustees to administer 
the charity. 

The Charity for the Aged and Infirm having ceased to exist before Miss 
Stott's death, it was agreed that its place should be taken by the Orphan Girls' 
Home, which, with the other three beneficiaries, received one quarter of the 
annual dividend of £10 l0s.4d. When the Female School of Industry closed 
down in 1890 its share went to the Orphan Girls' Home and in 1927 this part 
of the charity was transferred to the Waifs and Strays, which later became 
known as the Church of England Children's Society. Since 1966 it has received 
half ofMiss Stott's bequest. 

In 1903 half the sum invested was transferred to a separate fund called 
the Susannah Stott Educational Foundation. Since 1966 the income intended 
for the Lying-in or 'Ladies' Charity has been given to the Bradford Council 
for Social Service for use in maternity cases amongst the poor, and for many 
years was allocated to St. Monica's Home, a maternity hostel for poor girls. 
The remaining quarter of the money, which in 1966 amounted to £2 7s.8d., 
is given to the Bradford Royal Infirmary, which developed from the Medical 
Dispensary. 

At the present time the Church of England Children's Society receives 
£25 annually and the Diocesan Board for Social Welfare £12.50. 

Dr. Abraham Jobson's Charity 

Studying the bible was felt to be of paramount importance during the 
nineteenth century. Much of the education of the poor was directed to this 
end and many people were concerned because working-class families had no 
bibles of their own. Generous bequests were made to set matters right, but 
in some cases, like Lord Wharton's Charity, the bibles had lobe earned. How-
ever, under the Jobson Charity, the Bradford poor had only to show that they 
could read. 

By an Indenture dated 26 March 1828 

between the Rev. Dr. Abraham Jobson, Vicar of St. Peter's, Wisbech, 
and William Watson of Wisbech St. Peter's, Esq., John Pope of the same 
place, Gentleman, and the Rev. Jeremiah Jackson of Levington in the 

27 



Isle of Ely, Clerk, MA., it was declared that the last named parties  
should stand possessed of £36,000 new 4% bank annuities transferred 
by Abraham Jobson into their names in the book of the Bank of 
England. 

The dividends were to be paid to Dr. Jobson during his lifetime, and after his 
death £400 of the stock was to be transferred to the Vicar and church-
wardens of Bradford, who must sign a declaration that they would spend the 
dividends on bibles, testaments and prayer books containing the new version 
of the psalms, to be given to the poor people of Bradford who were able to 
read them. 

After the death of Dr. Jobson in 1830 it was declared that the 
settlement of 1828 ought to be established and in November 1834 a Master 
of the Court of Chancery certified that the Vicar and churchwardens of 
Bradford ought to have £400 in 3½% annuities. This report was confirmed and 
£400 was transferred from the fund to the Rev. Henry Heap, John Ward and 
John Allots. 

New trustees were appointed in 1845 and 1866 and on 7 May 1892 
Joseph Hick and David Salmond, survivors of the latter adminstration, 
successfully applied for permission to transfer the £400 to the Charity 
Commissioners. The dividends, amounting annually to £11, were paid to the 
account of the Vicar and churchwardens. This sum was then spent on cheap 
bibles and prayer books, which were distributed to between 80 and 100 
people, irrespective of religious views. 

The Organist's Charity 

Charity was not confined to aiding the poor. During the eighteenth 
century a fund was set up to provide an organist for the Parish Church. An 
Indenture was signed on 19 January 1788 between the Rev. John Crosse 
(Vicar of Bradford), and Thomas Sedgwick (Clerk), William Pollard 
(Merchant), John Maud (Tobacconist), Thomas Mann (Linen Draper) and 
James Read (Glazier). It was agreed that John Crosse 

In return for the sum of 10/- paid by the above-mentioned five men, 
has bargained sold and confimed to these five men all the messuage 
or tenement with the appurtenances called Upper Ponden situate and 
being in Stanbury in the parish of Bradford and now in the tenure of 
Robert Clayton to hold it in trust and to allow John Crosse and his 
successors the Vicars of Bradford peaceably and quietly to have receive 
and take she rents issues and profits arising from the said premises . 

to and for she use of such an organist as he John Crosse and his succes-
sors. . . shall from time to time nominate. 

All eventualities were considered when the deed was drawn up and, 
meeting meeting trouble half way, it declared suspiciously: 
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In case the organist so nominated and appointed be notoriously defective 
in the art of music or immoral in his conduct the Vicar at the request 
of a majority of respectable inhabitants of the Town and Parish of 
Bradford shall remove such Organist and appoint another. 

If for any reason the Vicar should refuse to take action in such a case 
the two churchwardens were empowered to receive 

the rents issues and profits of the premises and to use them to hire a 
person to play the organ until such time as the Vicar shall agree to 
dismiss the defaulting organist. 

This provision would not, however, come into force immediately. The new 
organist was to be allowed one whole year after his appointment in which to 
prove both his musical ability and his moral rectitude. 

In order to establish this charity the Rev. John Crosse first had two 
galleries built above the north and south aisles of the church and sold the pews 
to his parishioners. As well as providing additonal pews for his increasing 
congregation John Crosse raised £500 towards the stipend of an organist and 
with this money he bought the farm at Upper Ponden. The annual rent of this 
farm, £21, was the entire salary of the organist until 1860, although since 
1852 the churchwardens had given an additional amount to make the salary 
£52 a year. 

In 1879 the surviving trustees, Joshua and William Pollard, both of 
Scarr Hill, Bradford, Samuel Cunliffe Litter of Broughton Hall, near Skipton 
and Edward Hailstone of Walton Hall, near Wakefield, decided to sell the 
property. They were allowed to do so for £1,300, which was the highest bid 
made at the auction held for that purpose. At that time the farm, comprising 
31 acres and 14 perches, was occupied by Mr. Leonard Robinson at a yearly 
rent of £21. After the sale the trustees were authorized to hand the £1,300 to 
the Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Bradford for not more than 
twenty years, upon the security of a proper and sufficient mortgage, the 
interest to be not less than 4%. At the end of this term the money was to be 
returned to the trustees. In April 1880, therefore, £1,215 (the selling price 
less costs) was invested at 4% for ten years and was renewed in 1889 at 31/4% 
until October 1896, the interest being used by the churchwardens to make up 
the organist's salary to £75. The charity was now adminstered by the Vicar and 
churchwardens, who replaced the former trustees after their resignation in 
1880. 

After the expiry of the agreement with Bradford Corporation the 
money was invested in Government Securities and from 1927 to 1947 in 5% 
War Stock. In 1967 the capital of £1,289 invested in War Loan provided an 
income of £45 2s 8d. towards the organist's salary. 
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THE HEATON LOCAL BOARD 
A Victorian Local Authority 

J. S. King 

Until the present time the only published sources of information about 
local government in Heaton and its sister townships in the old Parish of 
Bradford have been William Cudworth's histories. (1) Cudworth, however, 
was plainly an ardent admirer of the progressive and prosperous Bradford 
Corporation, and his sympathy for a small, impecunious and semi-amateur 
authority which stood in the way of corporate expansion was scant and 
patronising. 

Following the incorporation of Heaton with Bradford in 1882 the 
records of the Board were translerred to Bradford Town Hall,where I examined 
them while on demobilisation leave in 1953 and again in 1960. The old minute 
books, accounts, rate records and sundry papers are still housed in the two tin 
chests bought for them in 1873. Unfortunately the earliest minute book 
(1863 - 1869) is missing, and apart from scattered references in the Bradford 
newspapers few accounts of the Board's activities during its formative years 
can be traced. 

For centuries Heaton had been a rural township of some 1,322 acres 
situated on hilly ground two miles north-west of Bradford and separated from 
it by the township of Manníngham. Although the incorporation of Bradford, 
Manningham, Bowling and Horton in 1847 had the effect of bringing the 
corporate jurisdiction of the new municipal borough to the southern boundary 
of sleepy Heaton, it made no immediate impact on the farming and quarrying 
community 'north of the border', which pursued a very different life from 
that of the masses engaged in the bustling, energetic, workaday existence of 
smoky Worstedopolis. Even the prevailing Pennine breezes tactfully wafted 
the soot and the grime of Bradford's chimneys away from the woods and 
pastures of its rustic neighbour. 

It has been said that cholera brought about the introduction of modem 
forms of local government in England. The epidemics which ravaged Europe 
in the years following the Napoleonic Wars had a dreadful effect upon the 
rapidly growing, unplanned and insanitary towns of the Industrial Revolution, 
and the Municipal Corporations Act (1835) and the Public Health Act (1848) 
were intended as a means of preventing such disasters. But although Shipley 
in the year of the launching of its famous suburb, Saltaire, was permitted to 
adopt the 1848 Act and set up a Local Board - Haworth was compelled to 
form one when a Government Inspector declared it to be a dangerously un-
healthy place - smaller, semi-isolated communities were not encouraged to 
follow their example. 
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In 1858 a further Public Health Act was placed on the Statute Book. 
Like its predecessor it was adoptive, not obligatory, but it contained a clause 
• which apparently attracted the attention of John Binns Hammond, the elected 
churchwarden of Heston. The offending clause made it possible for townships 
with a population less than 3,000 to be compulsorily amalgamated with one 
of their neighbours. The prospect of undergoing unwanted amalgamation 
with either Shipley or Allerton, with the ever-present fear of higher rates for 
other people's benefit, was clearly not be be borne. And human nature being 
what it is, J.B. Hammond, a somewhat fiery character, may have been attracted 
by the possibility of enhanced personal status as a member of a Local Board. 

Accordingly, in or about May 1863, he persuaded twenty ratepayers to 
sign a requisition under the 1858 Act summoning a Town's Meeting for the 
purpose of adopting the Act. Those present at the meeting resolved to petition 
the Home Secretary for a Local Board, and the necessary permission was duly 
published in the London Gazette on 14 August. The Overseer of Heaton, as 
Summoning Officer, thereupon called for nominations for the six places on 
the new authority. 

It is known that nominations were received in respect of William 
Crabtree (farmer and butcher), John Crabtree (woolstapler), Bairstow Mortimer 
(farmer), William Bakes and Nathan Firth (publicans), Edward Bilton and 
James Clark (farmers), Timothy Stocks (land agent), Abraham Hill (stone 
merchant), Lister Hargreaves (shopkeeper), Benjamin Wood (manufacturer) 
and, presumably, J.B. Hammond. Unfortunately the date and outcome of the 
election are not known, but the successful candidates may have been 
Benjamin Wood, William Crabtree, Abraham Hill, Bairstow Mortimer, Isaac 
Broadley (tailor) and one other, who were representative of the three districts 
of the township, i.e., Frizinghall, Heaton village and Sandy Lane Bottom.(2) 

The Standing Orders, published before the end of the year, regulated 
the conduct of the meetings and stipulated that they should be held in the 
Vestry of the Baptist Chapel 'on the last Wednesday in each month at 7 o'clock 
in the evening', though within a few years Tuesday meetings found favour. 
The Bye-Laws, published on 6 January 1864, defined the Board's powers, 
which related to: — 

(i) the level, width and construction of streets; 

(ii) sewerage; 

(iii) the stability, construction, ventilation and drainage of buildings, 
the closing of un fit buildings and fire prevention; 

(iv) sanitation, public health and drainage; 

(v) the depositing of plans, inspection of works and power to forbid 
unauthorized construction; 

(vi) prevention of nuisances, i.e., 'smoke, filth, dust, ashes, rubbish and 
the keeping of animals'; 

(vii) cleansing of footways, privies, cesspools and ashpits. 
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The officers of the Board - Clerk, Treasurer, Rate Collector and 
Surveyor - were appointed at an early date. Mr. J.J. Hill, a Bradford solicitor, 
was appointed Clerk on a part-time basis and his duties included the pre-
paration of rate estimates for the Board's approval. The rate collector (for 
many years R.B. Weale) received an 'incentive bonus' of 214% commission on 
whatever sums he could induce the reluctant ratepayers to part with. Finances 
were in the hands of the Treasurer, but the name of the original holder of this 
post is not known. The Surveyor, Robert Isles, was a well-known local 
character, having previously served in that capacity under the auspices of the 
Town's Meeting or Vestry. 

The scale of operations was undoubtedly modest, and imposed no un-
bearable burdens on the ratepayers in the early years. The statement of 
Receipts and Payments for the year ending 25 March 1868, is a typical 
example: 

RECEIPTS £ s. d. 

1867 March 26 Balance in Treasurer's hands 10 3 11½ 
July 26 Owners of Property, for drainage 81 17 8 
Oct. 24 Balance of Highway Rate made 

July 27,1866* 129 17 63/4 
Balance of District Rate made 
July 27,1866 110 0 93/4 

1868 March 26 Highway Rate made July 31st, 1867 250 15 3½ 
Balance due to Treasurer 181 16 8½  

764 11 11½  

PAYMENTS £ a. d. 

1868 March25 On account of Highway Rate:— 
Wages 199 0 0 
Contract work 242 11 2 
Materials 171 6 5½ 
Team Work 47 10 10 
Incidental Expenses 6 0 

660 14 15½ 
On account of District Rate:— 
Salaries, Stationery, Printing, Auditing, 
Surveyor's charges, Election Expenses, 
Rent etc. 103 17 6 

764 11 11½ 

* The rate was lOd in the £ on property assessable for the Highway Rate, based 
on aRateable Value of E5,431 19a.4d.Equivalent local figures were: Baildon 
£1,757 and Shipley £7,289. 
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It is clear that the six members of the Board, as they congregated in the 
tiny vestry for their monthly meeting with their part-time Clerk, intended to 
carry on the age-old tradition of laissez-faire or minimum interference, as 
the first two meetings of which a full record exists were summoned for the 
sole purpose of approving Accounts and cheques. 

Slowly and imperceptibly however, the pace of life began to increase. 
Planning applications for new developments were received with greater 
regularity - a new school in Church Lane and houses in Heights Lane and 
Quarry Street (1870): houses in Woodville Place for the West Bank Building 
Club (1873); a few villas in Park Drive and a new Independent College designed 
by Lockwood and Mawson (1873), and 32 semi-detached villas at Heaton 
Grove and a railway station at Frizinghall (1875) being typical samples. 
Significantly, it was the opening of the railway station at the eastern extremity 
of the township that influenced the destinies of the Local Board more than 
any other single event, as it placed a hitherto rural hamlet within easy reach 
of Bradford, whose affluent businessmen welcomed the opportunity of 
dwelling beyond the limits of industrial grime and Borough rates. 
Unfortunately several of the 'immigrants' were loth to dispense with the urban 
amenities to which they had been accustomed, and agitation was aroused for 
better roads, better lighting and representation on the Board. 

Gradually, as demand increased and finances permitted, improvement 
schemes were put into operation. The more modest plans were rate-borne 
but major schemes were financed by loans from the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners and the East Morley Savings Bank. 

A modest scheme of street lighting was embarked upon in 1870, using 
gas supplied by the Shipley Gas Light Co., and the Clayton, Allerton and 
Thornton Gas Co. The original seven lamps were lighted during the winter 
season only, and when not in use the lanterns were taken down and 'deposited 
with James Dunn the lamplighter'. Within twelve years, however, the high-
ways and byways were illuminated by a maximum of 97 lamps. 

Highways were a constant source of concern and expense; indeed, 
until 1876 they merited a separate rate which rose steeply from 6d. in the £ 
in 1871 to 4s. in the following year, by which time extensive road-widening 
schemes were in operation. The water-bound limestone road surfaces suffered 
severe wear from horses' hooves and iron-bound cart wheels, and over-zealous 
quarry-owners had a disconcerting habit of mining beneath the main roads. 
The leading or cartage of road materials was put out to tender among the 
local farmers, Acquilla Greenwood receiving lOs. per ton of 22 cwts. for 
leading limestone to Dumb Mill Staith from the canal bridge at Frizinghail. 
The Board's own employees were generally considered incompetent. In 
January 1878, they were reprimanded for 'unseemly conduct' towards passers-
by, and in December the Surveyor was lectured upon 'the enormous cost of 
repairing the Board's roads and the small amount of work obtained from the 
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the roadmen for the wages paid them'. 

Great emphasis was laid on the necessity for sewerage, sanitation and 
hygiene - understandably so in an age in which diphtheria, consumption and 
varieties of fever were dangerously prevalent. Property owners were regularly 
reminded that cleanliness was next to godliness, (3) and in 1873 Dr. Cogan of 
Allerton was appointed part-time Medical Officer of Health at £20 per 
annum. Sewers were constructed from Heaton village to the Bradford Beck 
at Frizingisall, but for many years cesspools continued to be a necessity of 
life in the outlying parts of the township. 

Less successful were the plans to provide a piped water supply to every 
house. Some years prior to the formation of the Board the Bradford 
Corporation had secured a monopoly of water supplies and had constructed 
two large reservoir systems at Chellow Dene and Heaton Syke, both of which 
lay outside the township boundary. Under the terms of the monopoly the 
only water which the Board could sell to its own ratepayers was water bought 
from the Corporation, who fixed the charges. Supplies could be gathered 
from local streams and quarries, but had to be distributed free of charge, and 
the purity of the water was often in doubt ass result of the manuring of the 
fields and the working of the quarries. 

The Board was therefore obliged to engage a contractor, Mr. James 
Lumley, to construct a small reservoir at Heights Lane, adjacent to and fed 
from the Bradford trunk main. Work began in 1876,but continual trouble was 
caused by both clay puddle and the pipes. In December 1878, 

on account of the unfinished state of the pipes, when the reservoir was 
tested and the water let out, it flowed all over the surface of Daisy Hill 
Lane (4) and eventually got into the cellars of the houses at West View, 
the owners of which houses made great complaint thereof. 

Nevertheless, an adequate supply was now available for Heaton village, while 
Sandy Lane Bottom (somewhat indifferently) and Frizinghall, were fed 
directly from the Bradford mains via meters on the township boundary. The 
total cost of these improvements was £9,256. 

As the Board's public duties became more onerous its meetings became 
lengthier and more frequent. The membership was increased to seven in 1872 
and to nine in 1876, committees being formed for Finance and General 
Purposes; Streets, Drainage and Buildings; and Waterworks, Gas and Nuisances. 
Having outgrown the Vestry, the Board hired accommodation at the Baptist 
Sunday School from about 1872. Finally, at the meeting held in April 1876, 
following animated discussion about Nancy Lambert's lead piping, 
Murgatroyd's pig sty, Wadsworth's drain, improvements to the railway bridge 
and the iniquitous charges of the Shipley Gas Co., the Board agreed to buy 
James Briggs's cottage at 55 Highgate, Paradise, for not more than £150, plus 
30s. for tenant's fittings. In a modest display of civic pride the cottage was 
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demolished and replaced by lofty offices bearing the proud inscription, 
'1876— HEATON LOCAL BOARD'. 

A modest involvement with education was achieved in November 1877, 
when the Chairman, Mr. John Crabtree, was appointed a member of the North 
Bierley Union School Attendance Committee, and three other members of 
the Board constituted a Local School Attendance Committee for Heaton. 
However education did not become a local authority function until the next 
century(S) 

Friction with Bradford Corporation occurred from time to time. In 
view of its known expansionist policies and its water monopoly this was to be 
expected. In addition, a small portion of Lister Park, recently purchased by the 
Corporation, lay within the township, and when the Corporation constructed 
a large ornamental lake within the park they made use of a somewhat polluted 
rivulet which flowed down from Heaton -- and then complained of the 
consequent pollution of the lake. 

Illogically, towards the end of the decade there arose in Frizinghall a 
small but vociferous faction of residents who had removed from Bradford 
to escape the Borough rates, but who nevertheless expected to receive the 
same level of public services from Heaton's much more slender resources. 
Despite repeated attempts they did not secure representation on the Board 
ontil March 1880, when the proximity of a General Election sharpened 
animosities. Gil. Rushworth and William Gilyard succeeded in displacing 
two long-serving old inhabitants, and thereupon events moved swiftly. 

Within a few weeks the Board received a petition from forty Frizirsghall 
residents requesting them to hold a town's meeting for the discussion of the 
question of incorporation with Bradford. As the petition could not lawfully 
be ignored, the Chairman of the Board was obliged to arrange a meeting of 
owners and ratepayers in the Baptist schoolroom on 22 June 1880, and those 
who attended the meeting decided to authorize the Board to explore the 
possibility of amalgamation. 

Ironically, although Messrs. Rushworth and Gilyard welcomed the idea 
of an extension of Bradford into Heaton, their welcome for the industry 
which could be expected to follow it was less enthusiastic, and when a plan 
was announced for the erection of a dyeworks at the top of Aireville Road 
they busied themselves with another petition. However, the project was 
abandoned, leaving them free once again to find fault with the Board's 
actions and dissent from its resolutions, which they did with great frequency. 

When the Board decided that a poll should be held to resolve the 
amalgamation question, the township was deluged with petitions and counter-
petitions. Supporters of the proposal laid stress on the possible expense of 
future improvements to Heaton, and the danger that the township might be 
served with an injunction in respect of sewage discharged into the Bradford 
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Beck. A School Board would also be needed, and Bradford could provide 
better services and cheaper water. Opponents warned of the arbitrary and 
ever-changing Bradford bye-laws, of the increased valuation of property 
and the loss of individuality which would follow upon incorporation. 

The poll was duly taken in August, with the following result:— 

In favour of incorporation 266 
Against 230 
Neutral 53 
Void 4 
Voting papers delivered 553 

Valid votes cast:— FOR AGAINST 
Sandy Lane Bottom 51 (37.8%) 84 (62.2%) 
Heaton 41 (26.4%) 114 (73.5%) 
Frizinghall 174 (84.4%) 32 (15.6%) 

266 (53.7%) 230 (46.3%) 

The Board thereupon opened negotiations with the Corporation, who 
made application to Parliament for a Waterworks and Improvements Bill, 
which received the Royal Assent on 18 July 1881. The final meeting of 
the Board took place on 29 April 1882, and the amalgamation took effect 
two days later. 

Several of the Board - John Crabtree, Heber Duckworth, John Green-
wood, Charles Sowden, W.H. Townend and J. Lee - became borough coun-
cillors, and as the Corporation gradually took control, memories of the Heaton 
Board began to fade. (6) The offices, later used as a police station, are today 
a private dwelling, and the not-altogether-successful reservoir now serves a 
rifle range. 

In conclusion it can be said that although the Board's resources and its 
scale of activities were modest and unremarkable when compared with those 
of the Corporation, it nevertheless served the needs of the time, and for the 
most part gave satisfaction to the ratepayers. Few local authorities would 
expect a better epitaph. 
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THE EARL OF ROSSE AND THE ROSSE TELESCOPE 
Mary W. Batley 

Heaton Manor Court 

An interesting series of events took place in Heaton, Bradford, on the 
evening of 26 September 1983, to mark the visit of the Rt. Hon. William 
Clere Leonard Brendan Wilmer Parsons, seventh Earl of Rosse, of Birr Castle, 
Parsonstown, Republic of Ireland. The Earls of Rosse and their ancestors, the 
Fields of Heaton Hall, were landowners in Heaton from 1599 to 1924, and 
lords of the manor from 1634 to 1912. Roads in the area named Roaaefield, 
Parson, Birr and Wilmer are daily reminders of their association with Heaton. 

The proceedings started with evensong at St. Barnabas's Church, which 
was built in 1863-64 on land given by William, the third earl. The windows at 
the east end were presented by his family in memory of their mother, Mary, 
Countess of Rosse, who was born at Heaton Hall in 1813. After the service a 
meeting of the manor court was held at Heaton Library in St. Bede's School. 
St. Bede's bought Heaton Hall in 1920 from the sixth Earl of Rosse. The hall 
was pulled down in 1939 and replaced by the present building, but the 
library retains a fireplace from the hall. Manor courts have been held in 
Heaton for many centuries and were revived in 1969 by the present lord of 
the manor, Councillor J.S. King, who has held the title by purchase since 1963. 

The manor court was a court baron, whose main task was the supervision 
of manorial land, allocation of strips in the open fields and of stints' or 
pasturage on the moors, admittance of new tenants, and surrender of old 
tenancies. The jurors had to be freeholders of the manor. The chief reasons 
for the existence of the court ended when the remaining moors and wastes 
were enclosed in 1781, and it is unlikely that regular sessions were held after 
1839. 

The right of the manor of Heaton to hold courts at the present time 
was confirmed by the Administration of Justice Act 1977. At the meeting of 
the court in September 1983 the jury members were sworn in by the steward, 
Mr. W.N. Shaw, who invited 'all persons present to bring before the court any 
matters of local concern'. Representatives of various organisations in Heaton 
were asked to speak about their activities. Lord Rosse then spoke about his 
ancestors, the third earl, who was lord of the manor until his death in 1867, 
and of his wife, Mary, who was lady of the manor until her death in 1885. 
The evening ended with a 'jury supper' to which many Heaton residents were 
invited, at the King's Arms Hotel. The hotel, formerly the Masons' Arms, was 
built by Mary, Countess of Rosse, in 1883 and until 1911 the half-yearly rent 
dinners for the estate were usually held there. 

The Rosse telescope 

The third Earl of Rosse was a mathematician and scientist whose great 
interest was the reflecting telescope. The largest telescope before his time had 
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been constructed by Sir William Herschel at Slough, but he had never written 
down details of his methods of casting and polishing his mirrors, before his 
death in 1822. The earl carried out many experiments before he decided that an 
alloy of copper and tin was the ideal material for the mirror. He had invented a 
steam engine in 1828 to carry out the grinding of a mirror to the correct 
optical shape with perfect accuracy, and then polish it. In 1845 he managed 
to build a giant telescope with a mirror six feet in diameter. It was placed in a 
huge pit not far from the castle and can still be seen there. It consisted of an 
enormous tube, at the bottom of which was the huge metal mirror. At the 
time of its construction engineering methods were inadequate to provide a 
proper mounting for so gigantic an instrument, so it was slung on chains and 
flanked by two stone walls seventy feet in length. Its range was greatly 
restricted, but some remarkable discoveries about the planet Jupiter and 
nebulae were made. The observer had to stand on a platform far above the 
ground and look down into the tube to see the image of the object. The 
telescope was formally opened by Dean Peabody of the Church of Ireland, 
who walked through the barrel wearing a top hat, with an umbrella raised 
above his head to show the immense size. 

The telescope remained the largest in the world until 1907, when the 
Mount Wilson telescope was built in Southern California. 

Many astronomers visited Birr Castle, for the earl was eager to share his 
knowledge. He received many honours and was president of the loyal Society 
from 1849 to 1854. In 1851 he was a Commissioner of the Great Exhibition, 
and as pars of the local celebrations for this organised a magnificent firework 
display in his grounds. 

One of those who made the pilgrimage to Birr Castle was Dr. William 
Scoresby who, soon after he became Vicar of Bradford, entered in corres-
pondence with Lord Oxrnantown, as he then was, about the repossession of 
a schoolroom in Heaton which had been taken over by the Wesleyans. The 
dispute about the schoolroom, which was on land belonging to Lord 
Oxmantown, was settled amicably in Scoresby's favour, and this was the 
beginning of a valuable frindship, based on a common interest in telescopy. 
Scoresby visited Birr Castle several times, took the telescope to his hears and 
lectured on it enthusiastically, especially during his second tour of America in 
1847-48. It has been suggested that his efforts may have helped to stimulate 
the American interest in giant telescopes which resulted in the wonders of 
Mount Wilson and Mount Palomar, (1) 

In 1967 centenary celebrations were held at which the distinguished 
astronomer, Patrick Moore, gave lectures on the earl's work. Mary, Countess 
of Rosse, supported her husband's projects financially and took a great 
interest in photography. She was a founder of the Irish Photographic Society 
and corresponded with the pioneer of Victorian photography, Fox Talbot. 
The centenary of her death in 1985 is to be marked by an exhibition of her 
work at Birr Castle. 
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THE WALLS OF JERICHO AT EGYPT, 
THORNTON, BRADFORD 

Alison C. Armstrong 

'Ordinary tourists might be content to know that Halifax is 
reachable that way, but with even less effort may be visited 
Moscow, Egypt, Jerusalem and the World's End.' 

(William Cudworth, Round About Bradford.) 

In his description of Thornton, from which the above passage is taken, 
Cudworth goes on in his quaint fashion to say, 

It is notable that all these places are very stony regions; the 
Egyptians, unlike their eastern namesakes, being especially well 
off in this respect. (l) 

At that time - 1876 —he says there were about thirty quarries in the district, 
employing a total of 450 workers, including some boys only eight years old. 

Motorists and pedestrians passing through these 'stony regions' may have 
made their way up or down Egypt Road,between the towering Walls of Jericho, 
amused by the name and possibly wondering why structures of such a height 
were necessary. The walls seem to close in on the narrow road with its steep 
hairpin bend, creating at times an atmosphere of eeriness and claustrophobia. 
We are not sure when the biblical nickname was first coined, but as Cudworth 
does not include it in his 'gazetteer' it must have been after 1876. The name 
maybe the result of association with Egypt Methodist Chapel, now demolished, 
but it is of no great antiquity. The first 'literary' mention occurs in Elizabeth 
Southwart's Bronte Moors and Villages, published in 1923. (2) Egypt, the 
small hamlet at the lower end of the walls, first appears as a place-name on 
the 1847-50 Ordnance Survey Map, (3) but the settlement was established 
earlier in that century. Kendall & Wroot suggest that it commemorates the 
invasion of Egypt by Napoleon in 1798. (4) 

We are used to seeing the holes and hollows left in the ground after 
quarrying, but what happened to all the waste after the stone had been removed 
is not easily apparent. The Walls of Jericho provide one answer, because these 
high judd ramparts were built to hold up the mounds of waste rock thrown 
up from the quarries on each side of Egypt Road. The old Bell Dean quarry 
to the east is now infilled and landscaped, while Egypt quarry on the west is 
a deep, disused hole some distance from the original delph. Few documents 
exist to tell us about the activities of the two quarries which made the walls 
necessary, but there are some clues. One lies in the contours of the adjacent 
land, which are very different from those mapped in 1847-50. Since then 
waste has been tipped on to the fields and the exhausted areas have been 
back-filled as the quarry faces progressed. 
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Stone was generally used for domestic building in the Bradford area 
from the mid-seventeenth century. By the eighteenth century, quarry and 
masonry methods improved and landowners' accounts indicate much re-
building in stone, and the opening up of delphs for walistones. From the 
1790s until the early nineteenth century numerous active delphs were pro-
viding stone for enclosure walls, mills and housing. The early quarries at 
Bell Dean and Egypt probably opened to meet this growing demand. Elland 
Flags sandstone from the Carboniferous Coal Measures could be worked 
where it outcropped on the hillside above Bell Dean. 

The 1771 Enclosure map for Thornton indicates that the hamlet of 
Egypt and the quarries did not then exist. (5) Egypt Road was a thorough-
fare to Allerton with a hairpin bend on the steepest part of the descent, 
now the site of the walls of Jericho. The footpath from Egypt Road, avoid-
ing the bend, provided a short cut, as it still does, creating an 'island', which 
now contains a field and some cottages. In about 1600, however, part of the 
island plot had been enclosed and may have been used for stone-getting. The 
island later became the northern part of Bell Dean quarries. 

By the early nineteenth century the enclosed land in the neighbourhood 
was colonised with farmsteads and the new hamlets of Moscow, Egypt and 
Thornton Heights grew and flourished. Baines Gazetteer of 1822 lists four 
quarry owners and two masons at Thornton. White's Directory of 1838 
lists the Rock and Heifer Inn and six quarry owners, with the comment, 
'Thornton Heights has excellent stone quarries'. There is a datestone 'J S A 
1820' on cottages opposite the Rock and Heifer, which perhaps commem-
orates Jonathan Ackroyd, quarry owner at Heights. These cottages, which may 
have been built for quarry workers, are very similar in construction and detail 
to the back-to-back cottages at Egypt, with their square-profile, stone mullion 
windows and door surrounds. Another house, which disappeared by 1890, 
was built in the northern corner of the hairpin bend some time before 1850, 
when the Bell Dean and Egypt quarries were certainly active. William Cud-
worth points out that Thornton Heights Stone was even sent to Queensbury 
in 1843, since no effective quarrying was taking place there at that time. 

The Ordnance Survey Map of 1847-50 (6) shows that Egypt quarry 
consisted of two delphs, each about 25 feet deep and lying off the west side 
of Egypt Road above the bend. Bell Dean quarries on the east side of the 
road were also in two parts, separated by the lane (now a public right of way). 
The island plot was worked right up to the edge of Egypt Road, while to the 
south the other quarry face had cut back into the hillside and was some 50 
feet deep. 

A careful study of the map contours and field boundary changes since 
1771, together with field observation, strongly suggests that by 1847-50 parts 
of the walls were already formed and retaining quarry debris, which is usually 
tipped downhill from the site. This waste consists of 'baring', that is the top 
layers of useless, weathered rock and soil, unusable current-bedded 'floity' 
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sandstone, and quantities of muddy and sandy shale which lie between the 
good lifts of sandstone. From the island plot of Bell Dean quarry the waste 
would naturally be tipped down towards the cottages and the road near the 
beck, making a judd wall essential on the lower side of the land to keep the 
roads and adjoining properties clear of debris. The sudden bend of the contour 
and change of field boundary shape since 1771 indicates that a judd wall 
probably existed from the bend, running east along the roadside and turning 
south along the edge of the island plot near the cottages. At this corner the 
contours indicate a wall 15 feet high. 

Similarly, waste from the roadside delph at Egypt quarry would be 
tipped towards Egypt Road. A judd wall of small stones, which lies above the 
bend near a small copse, follows the road and curves away into the field 
around the site of this quarry and may represent the earlier wall. From the 
second delph of Egypt quarry, waste seems to have been tipped northwards 
and down into a small valley (now buried), causing the Stream Head footpath 
to bend around it. This tipping was later to encroach upon the whole field. 

From about 1860 the stone industry boomed in the Bradford area, 
giving rise to investment in steam-powered machinery for lifting, transporting 
and sawing, and quarry owners became successful businessmen. Moulson, 
Farrar and Thackray, who quarried at Thornton Heights, were well known in 
the trade. At the Bell Dean and Egypt quarries stone-getting must have in-
creased dramatically from this period, for by 1891 the Walls of Jericho were 
completed and the Bell Dean quarries exhausted. 

A land-ownership plan dating between 1850 and 1873 shows that the 
Bell Dean quarries were on land belonging to Mrs. Smith, who may have been 
a relation of Francis Sharp Powell, a former owner. (7) The land was probably 
leased for quarrying and no records survive, but leases usually required that 
land should be reinstated after stone extraction and breast or burr walls built 
if necessary. On Mrs. Smith's plan the island plot is owned by quarrymen 
Cousen and Thackray, although no active quarry is shown and it may have 
been infill land. The big quarry face at Bell Dean is much as it was in 1847-50 
and the mound of waste is named 'Rubbish Hill'. The house on the hairpin 
bend was still there. It is significant, however, that the line of the present walls 
is shown ass broken line, indicating that they are not normal field boundaries. 
Since the cottage north of the corner is shown, the walls could not have reached 
their final extent. On the island plot, however, the disappearance of a small 
building, and the rounding of the corner at the bend since 1847-50, suggests 
that the judd walls on the east side may have been complete. 

A sale plan dated. 1873 shows that Bell Dean quarry face was 78 feet 
high. (8) Of this, 32½ feet was baring and 24 feet floity stone, indicating that 
a lot of waste had been disposed of. The quarry almost reached Lower Heights 
Road and must have been nearing exhaustion. It was worked by John Farrar 
& Son to the east, and William Moulson to the west. 

By 1891 the whole of Bell Dean quarries had been infilled, the field 
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walls rebuilt and new cottages erected on the reclaimed island plot. (9) A close 
look at the stonework of the Walls of Jericho bounding the island indicales 
one period of building, with the exception of the eastern end already men-
tioned. Large foundation blocks protrude through the tarmac, and the wall-
stones, which are larger at the base than the top, are of uniform, sharp-edged 
'nell' throughout. There is no evidence of tooling, although frame-sawn and 
other kinds of block have been used at a later date to infill and buttress the 
cavity at the base of the bulging wall. 

It is curious that Egypt quarry rarely appears in written sources, but like 
Bell Dean quarries it expanded rapidly, and by 1891 the face had almost 
reached Black Dyke Lane. The extracted area had been backfilleð as the 
work progressed, while mountains of excess waste had been tipped directly 
into the small valley to the north, eventually encroaching on and burying the 
corner house and its coal pits. The walls around and over the newly-levelled 
fields were rebuilt before 1891 and the High Stream Head footpath straight-
ened. Part of a coal pit can still be seen in an adjoining field which was 
untouched by quarry tipping. 

A close look at the Walls of Jericho on the Egypt quarry side, below 
the hairpin bend, indicates three distinct periods of heightening and lengthen-
ing. The earliest judd wall, as already mentioned, was probably well above the 
bend, but at the base of the bend itself there is a low, sloping wall of small, 
flaggy blocks bearing stress cracks from the weight overhead. Above and 
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beyond this is a sloping wall of large blocks of floity stone indicating a further 
extension. When this was built the old corner house was completely buried. 
Finally there was a great extension to the field boundary near the beck, using 
very large blocks of shather - soft, weathered stone - each of which bears 
a pecked hole to take the L-shaped quarry-dog crane hook. This suggests a 
period of mechanisation and great activity, probably after 1878, when the 
railway reached Thornton. The awkward gap between this east-west wall and 
the section higher up the road was at some time infilled with stepping, dry-
stone buttress walls on which trees were planted between 1891 and 1909. 
John Farrar & Sons opened up Black Dyke Lane quarry between 1890 and 
1900 and tipping resumed on the site of the old Bell Dean quarries, continu-
ing well into this century. (10) Egypt quarry also maintained its production 
of good stone and many people still remember the sound of the sawing-sheds. 

Harry Speight, writing in 1890, seems to confirm that the Walls of 
Jericho were then complete. (11) He refers to the secluded hamlet of Egypt 
with its Methodist Chapel, the several quarries in the area and the road which 
'winds through a narrow walled pass and ascends to Black Dike Lane at the 
Rock and Heifer Inn'. Walks Around Bradford (1909) describes the reverse 
journey, down to Egypt. 

The great thing about it is the road thither, which presently 
drops down dramatically between two veritably cyclopean walls 
of rejected quarry stones . . - Emerging from these romantic and 
imposing portals the wayfarer discovers Egypt to consist of three 
cottages and a chapel. (12) 

The Walls of Jericho have stood as silent, solid witnesses to long years 
of quarrying at Egypt, but their days are numbered. In 1982 they were 
declared unsafe and the road was closed. Faced with a bill of £500,000 for 
urgent repairs the West Yorkshire County Council applied for permission to 
demolish the walls, and after a public inquiry Patrick Jenkin, the Environment 
Secretary, granted listed building consent for the demolition. A new road is 
to be built, and if there is no successful objection work will begin within five 
years. 
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THE WALLS OF JERICHO 
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THE TRISTRAM AND ISOUDE STAINED GLASS PANELS 
Paul Lawson 

Bradford Art Galleries and Museums hold a considerable collection of 
stained glass ranging in date from sixteenth-century heraldic panels to early 
twentieth-century figure windows. The collection has been formed over a 
long period, glass being acquired when the building in which it was installed 
was either demolished or altered. One of the most significant acquisitions 
came from Harden Grange, Bingley, in 1917. It consists of a series of panels 
illustrating the story of Tristram and Isoude made in 1862 by Morris, Marshall, 
Faulkner & Co., the firm founded largely on the initiative of William Morris, 
designer, writer and social reformer. 

Before considering the panels it may be helpful to say a little about the 
development of stained glass, an art form which evolved from the twelfth 
to the fifteenth century. The basis of medieval stained glass was the mosaic 
principle. To achieve the desired effect windows made from white glass and 
pot metals, that is glass coloured by the addition of colouring agents in the 
molten state, were first cut to shape. These were then arranged to form the 
basis of the design, details of which were painted on to the glass, using iron 
oxide with or without the addition of silver nitrate. Next the glass was fired 
in a kiln to produce the stained effect, brown/black in the case of iron oxide 
and various shades of yellow in the case of silver nitrate and related substances. 
The pieces were then fixed together with lead-lines and installed in the 
window-opening for which they had been made. The mosaic principle 
particularly suited the translucent nature of stained glass, because the rich pot 
metals glow when light passes through them, and the stained images are 
similarly heightened in effect. In well-designed glass the lead-lines complement 
the basic design and, in certain types of daylight, form abstract patterns. The 
subjects of windows portrayed the succeeding iconographies of the Middle 
Ages and followed the stylized decorative traditions of each period. Windows 
formed two main types, pictorial designs, usually of religious subjects, and 
abstract patterns of floral and foliate motifs. Most medieval stained glass was 
installed in ecclesiastical buildings, the windows being made in the workshops 
of great centres, such as Canterbury, Norwich, Oxford and York. 

Following the Reformation the manufacture of stained glass in England 
declined because of changing religious beliefs and practices. Its patrons were 
now the aristocracy and gentry, who commissioned heraldic emblems for the 
windows of their halls and country houses. In addition, from the sixteenth 
century onwards, the development of enamel colours meant that it was 
possible to paint on white glass in a variety of colours. Artists were no longer 
confined to the brown/blacks and yellows of the medieval period. It meant, 
too, that windows could be made without the use of pot metals or lead 
cames and, indeed, during the eighteenth century stained glass windows 
often consisted of one sheet of white glass painted with enamels. Subjects 
included heraldry and reproductions on glass of Old Master oil paintings. 
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Interesting as these windows often are they lack both the rich, translucent 
colour of pot metals and the design -enhancing lead cames. 

The nineteenth century saw a transformation in the manufacture of 
stained glass. This was the revival of medieval practices, including the mosaic 
principle and the development of the basic techniques of the traditional craft, 
the whole being part of a larger movement known as the Gothic Revival. The 
preoccupation with medieval architecture, art and decoration, which originated 
in the mid-eighteenth century, showed itself mainly in the application of 
Gothic detail to what were basically Classical buildings. By the second quarter 
of the nineteenth century, under the influence of A.W.N. Pugin (1812-52), 
from mere application of principles and techniques the movement was 
infused with the whole spirit of medieval architecture, and the various decor-
ative arts were caught up in this new aspect of the revival. The medieval 
'numinous' of colour and light in the interiors of neo.Gothic buildings, both 
ecclesiastical and secular, emphasises how much the reforms owed to the 
designers of mosaic glass. 

The new interest in medieval glass began with Thomas Wilement (1786-
1871). Wilement was an antiquarian who carried out much detailed research 
to produce, first, heraldic glass and then figure panels in medieval style. His 
main aim was to revive the old techniques and forms, and he was soon followed 
by others, such as John Hardman (who worked with Pugin), William Wailes 
and George Hedgeland, all of whom shared his ambition. In 1847 Charles 
Winston (1814.64) published An Inquiry into the Difference of Style observ-
able in Ancient Glass Paintings, especially in England: with Hints on Glass 
Painting, by an Amateur. Under this all-embracing title Winston analysed 
medieval stained glass by period and style and firmly supported the mosaic 
principle. His role as a propagandist was important, but in some ways he was 
merely summarising recent developments rather than advocating something 
new. Winston was later responsible for initiating a number of experiments 
aimed at discovering the lost techniques employed in producing the richly 
coloured pot metals of the Middle Ages. As a result, by the 1850s, much 
good quality mosaic glass employing pot metals was being made by a number 
of firms for use both in ancient churches and in new ones erected by architects 
of the Gothic Revival. 

Shortly afterwards there was a move away from pure revivalism towards 
an analysis of the fundamental principles of the medieval period, and this 
soon became the basis for a creative development of Gothic and related 
styles in the medieval and earlier modern periods. In architecture the new 
trend can be teen in the work of G.F. Bodley and J.L. Pearson and through-
out the whole Art and Crafts movement. In stained glass, as in many other 
branches of art, the major figure was William Morris. Through his friendship 
with members of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood he was able to employ 
artists of varying talents in the production of designs for stained glass windows. 
These designs, together with Morris's own, and his thorough understanding of 
the medium in which he was working enabled the firm to produce pictorial 
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windows based on medieval techniques and perceptions. The public found the 
Morris windows aesthetically pleasing. Commissions increased, and although 
other people undoubtedly contributed to the pictorial tradition now being 
established it was Morris who gave an impetus and direction to the art. 

Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co., (later Morris & Co) was established 
in 1861. In the early years Morris used a number of artists as designers but 
the two he came to rely upon most were Edward Burne-Jones (1839-98) 
and Ford Madox Brown (1821-93), although his own contribution of 
cartoons was by no means negligible. Through all the stages of production 
Morris largely followed medieval practice. First he would consult with the 
client in order to establish the kind of window-opening to be filled and the 
subject or design required. An artist - usually one of the circle - would then 
be commissioned to produce a cartoon or preparatory drawing. Next the 
different pot metals would be selected (a procedure in which Morris played 
a decisive part) and cut to size. The glass-painter, a skilled craftsman using 
staining agents, would then transfer the cartoon image to the glass on the side 
to be viewed. When the glass had been fired the pieces would be joined 
together by means of lead cames, and the window was then ready to be 
fixed into the opening by the glazier. 

A good relationship between Morris, with his fine understanding of the 
medium, and the other partners - the artist -designers and skilled craftsmen - 

was crucial to the success of each commission, and indeed to the future of the 
business. The various partnerships produced some of the most remarkable 
stained glass seen and their work paved the way for later generations of 
artists, like Christopher Whall, who, while rejecting Morris's studio techniques, 
accepted and admired the finished products. 

In 1861, the first year of its existence, the Morris company began to 
produce stained glass and in the following year made the Harden Grange 
windows for Walter Dunlop, a successful textile entrepreneur who had leased 
the premises from William Ferrand. Like many prosperous businessmen 
Dunlop used his wealth to obtain a country estate and establish himself as one 
of the landed gentry. Many of those in the north and midlands whose wealth 
came from the profits of industry or commerce patronised the Morris firm 
and commissioned paintings from artists in the Pre-Raphaelite circle. The 
Morris company were soon to complete a number of other commissions in 
the Bradford area, supplying windows for Bradford and Bingley Parish 
Churches, as well as carrying out work on a smaller scale at Woodbsnk, 
Harden and Oakwood Hall, Bingley. 

When the Bradford Art Gallery acquired the Harden Grange glass in 
1917, William Preston, the curator responsible, was careful to obtain and 
file information about it, particularly transcripts relating to the subject-
matter of the panels and their installation, although after a lapse of fifty 
years the records were by no means complete. However, it is known that 
Dunlop made extensive additions to Harden Grange, notably by building an 
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entrance hail and staircase on the eastern elevation, and it was there the Morris 
glass was installed. The Bradford architectural firm of Knowles and Wilcock 
supervised the building work. The selection of these architects by Dunlop, 
and indeed the choice of the Morris company to supply the glass was, it seems, 
due to advice givenbyAldam Heaton of Harden. (1) Heaton, like Dunlop, was 
engaged in the textile business, but he knew Morris, Rossetti and others 
of their circle, and was himself an aspiring artist. 

During a visit to France in 1855 Morris and Burne-Jones were so 
moved by the sight of towns like Amiens, Chartres and Rouen, that they 
resolved to begin a life of art, instead of founding a monastery as they first 
intended. When Burns-Jones introduced his friend to Southey's reprint of 
Malory's Morte d 'Arthur Morris promptly bought a copy and the two became 
immersed in a medieval world. (2) It is not surprising that the group selected 
the romance of Tristram and Isoude from the Arthurian cycle as the theme to 
be illustrated by the panels. A story of unrequited love, full of passion and 
combat, enacted by a crowd of shadowy figures from a distant Celtic past, 
was just the kind of historic legend likely to appeal to this young band of 
Pre-Raphaelite brothers. 

The panels make no attempt to narrate the story, instead the artists 
use them to illustrate selected incidents and characters. There are thirteen 
panels in all, not including some minstrel panels which do not relate directly 
to chosen scenes. The designs, which were all executed by members of the 
Morris circle, are early examples of the firm's glass production and, as may 
be expected, do not display the accomplished techniques of later work. They 
are, however, of high quality, and represent a significant movement from 
mere revivalism towards a new creativity. Part of the originality of the panels 
lies in the fact that they were intended for a secular building, not for a church, 
and this permitted the use of the Tristram and Isoude theme. 
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LIST OF PANELS IN THE TRISTRAM AND ISOUDE COLLECTION 

Each panel bears an inscription describing the scene in a suitably antique script. 

Those we have chosen to illustrate are as follows. (The designer's name is in 
brackets.) 

Front Cover 
No.9 At the Court of King Arthur (Morris) 

Tristram, having fled from Cornwall,was joined at the Court by Isoude, where 
they lived together for many years. The group includes the two lovers, King 
Arthur, a harpist and a courtly lady. The composition has a static medieval 
quality, and the robes are finely painted, with much use of yellow stain (silver 
nitrate). 

Pages 40-41 

No.5 The Marriage ofTristram and Isoude Les Blanches Main (Burne-Jones) 

This panel, by the Morris firm's most used designer, is typical of his ethereal, 
evocative and uncluttered style, particularly suited to stained glass. Tristram 
had been banished by King Mark of Cornwall, and after serving King Howell 
of Brittanny, marries another Isoude, Isoude Les Blanches Mains. The careful 
grouping of the figures, and the rich colours and design of the robes are 
extremely effective. 

No.8 The Recognition of Tristram by La Belle Isoude (Burne-Jones) 

Tristram, restored to sanity, is recognised by Isoude upon his return to 
Cornwall. The bracket (dog) leaped upon Tristram and licked his face, bringing 
about the recognition. Isoude bends down towards them. 

No. 10 The Death ofTristram (Ford Madox Brown) 

Following their reconciliation by King Arthur, Tristram is treacherously 
murdered by King Mark, a scene of drama and violent action. Isoude cradles 
Tristram's head, while King Mark looms above with a long-bladed weapon. 
(Bradford Art Galleries and Museums have in their collections the cartoon 
made for this scene.) 

No. 11 The Tomb of Tristram and Isoude (Burne-Jones) 

Carved effigies of the two are shown on top of a standing tomb. On the 
sides are representations of incidents from their lives, with flowers, grass and 
two hunting dogs below. Above are angels and symbols of Tristram's knightly 
attributes, a harp (music), a horn (hunting) and an eagle (bravery). The fine 
painting and the use of pale green glass give the whole panel a chilly other-
worldly quality. 
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The remaining panels are: 
No.1 The Birth of Tristram (Arthur Hughes) 
As in every other panel Morris supervised the production of the window from 
the artist's cartoon, directing glass-painters, glaziers and all the craftsmen. 
Tristram's mother is shown raising herself from her death-bed to view the 
infant, and the whole window breathes the spirit of nineteenth-century 
medievalism. 

No. 2 The Fight between Tristram and Sir Marhaus (Rossetti) 
A scene full of dramatic action, with the two tightly-grouped figures shown in 
contrasting colours. 

No. 3 The Departure of Tristram and Isoude from Ireland (Val Prinsep) 
The central figure of Tristram is flanked by King Anguisshe of Ireland and La 
Belle Isoude. The background - sea, a stone wall, a ship and a rising sun - 

contains too much detail for a stained glass window, where simplicity is usually 
more successful. 

No.4 Tristram and Isoude Drink the Love Potion (Rossetti) 
Tristram is conveying Isoude to his uncle, King Mark of Cornwall, when they 
unwittingly drink a love potion together. An extremely effective panel, which 
suffers perhaps from an overall surfeit of detail. 

No.6 The Madness of Tristram (Burne.Jones) 
Having fled into the woods, Tristram finds a harp which he plays, surrounded 
by mocking herdsmen. 

No.7 The Attempted Suicide of La Belle Isoude (Burne-Jones) 
Isoude's attempted suicide, due to her despair at the loss of Tristram, is 
prevented by King Mark. The quality of ethereal beauty which surrounds 
Isoude is typical of Bume-Jones's style, and the foliate background was to 
become one of the hallmarks of the Morris firm. 

No. 12 Queen Guenevere and Isoude Les Blanches Mains (Morris) 
Arthur's Queen is depicted as a proud regal figure, with the sorrowing Isoude 
of the White Hands to her left. The background is again typically foliate. 

No. 13 King Arthur and Sir Launcelot (Morris) 
Arthur, a dignified kingly figure, wears a robe embellished with flowerheads 
and to his right stands the young warrior accountred in chain mail. The back-
ground is suitably foliate. 

The series of panels is a remarkable artistic achievement, conveying with great 
clarity the Victorian view of the medieval past and a yearning for the romance 
of the Middle Ages. The panels are also of immense interest as standing at the 
beginning of a new creative phase in the history of English stained glass. They 
are a monument to the imagination and talent of Morris and his circle, and to 
the enlightened patronage of Walter Dunlop. 
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THE MORRIS WINDOWS IN BRADFORD CATHEDRAL 
Mary Lister 

In 1671 the stone tracery of the east window of Bradford Parish 
Church, now the Cathedral, was replaced at the expense of Lady Maynard, the 
patron of the living, when an eight-light window was inserted. In 1863 this in 
turn was replaced by a seven-light perpendicular window, given by Mrs. 
Richard Tolson in memory of her late husband. 

Richard Tolson was a Bradford solicitor who died in 1847, during the 
neriod when alterations to the parish church were under discussion. Rival 
schemes of restoration and complete rebuilding came to nothing for lack of 
funds, but by the early 1860s, under the guidance of the vicar, the Rev. John 
Burnet, restoration began. Members of the congregation would no doubt be 
invited to make contributions towards the scheme and it was probably at 
this point that Mrs. Tolson decided to present the memorial. 

One of her husband's old friends, John Aldam Heaton, of 'Woodbank', 
Harden, suggested that the glass should come from the recently-established 
workshop of Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co. of London. Although this 
was said to be only their third commission, Heaton was so confident of the 
quality of the firm's work in stained glass that, in describing the window, 
he said, 

the old tracery (of Jacobean character) was considered unfit to receive 
this valuable glass and it has been replaced by an entirely new window 
of the Perpendicular type, as more in harmony with such portions of 
the old church as remain. (1) 

The window, with three rows of tracery above seven lights divided by a 
transom, was the work of several artists. Morris himself designed the angels in 
the tracery, in addition to several of the figures, the rest of the work being 
completed by his associates, Edward Burne-Jones, Ford Madox Brown, 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Peter Marshall and Philip Webb. 

The theme of the window might be described as Witnesses to Christ', 
as Jesus, in the upper centre light, is surrounded by four tiers of figures 
representing, in descending order, the Women who ministered to him, the 
Evangelists, the Patriarchs, and the Prophets who foretold his coming. The 
right hand of Christ in Majesty is raised in blessing and the left hand holds a 
golden orb surmounted by a cross. This is the work of Rossetti. The venerable 
figure of the patron saint, Peter, designed by Peter Paul Marshall, occupies the 
lower part of the central panel. His green cloak discloses a white robe, and 
from a golden chain round his neck hang two not very traditional keys and a 
bible. The panel is completed by Philip Webb's Agnus Dei, the lamb being 
separated from the figures by a border of daisies within circles. 

The figures in the other six lights are enclosed vertically by borders of 
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red blue and green interspersed in the lower half by leaves and fleurs-de-lys, 
and in the upper by a crowned rose. The backgrounds, by Webb, consist of 
floral patterned quarries on which there are ribbons bearing the appropriate 
Latin names. Even without the names it is possible, with a passing knowledge 
of the bible and a little ecclesiology, to identify all the figures. Each one 
carries its own distinguishing mark. The Virgin Mary holds a madonna lily, 
and Mary Magdalene ajar of ointment. Martha, with sleeves rolled up, appears 
ready to tackle the housework, but her sister, Mary, seeks consolation in a 
book. The Evangelists bear their own symbols: Matthew, an angel; Mark a 
lion; Luke, a winged ox, and John, an eagle. Suitable texts help us to identify 
some of the Old Testament characters, but David holds a harp and ravens 
minister to Elijah. 

All the work produced in Morris's workshop was carefully documented 
and thus we know who was responsible for individual parts of the window. 
Morris himself designed the angels, which originally occupied three tiers, 
surrounded by slit lights, beneath the dove in the octofoil of the apex. 
Rossetti designed Christ in Majesty and Mary Magdalene, whose costume he 
was asked to redraw, as the first version was considered 'inappropriate for its 
destination'. (2) Various Minute Books also record the fees charged by the 
artists. The Virgin Mary, Daniel, Ezekiel and Jacob cost £3 each; Mary of 
Bethany, Isaiah and Jeremiah £2 each, and the Agnus Dei £1105. As was 
customary the cartoons drawn for one commission were often used for 
another and 'The Majesty', in a smaller version, appeared in St. Paul's Church 
Manningham, Bradford. It is still there, but not in its orginal'setting. John 
Baptist and Ezekiel had previously been used elsewhere, while all the other 
figures appeared first in Bradford Parish Church. St. Peter, Agnus Dei, Mary 
Magdalene, Moses, Solomon, Jeremiah and Daniel are unique to this window. 

John Aldam Heaton, who was one of the first in this district to 
recognise the merits of the work of Morris and his friends, drew attention to 
the characteristics of the Tolson window. He pointed out the limitations 
imposed upon the artists by the seven narrow openings, which, in his opinion, 
ruled out any kind of pictorial composition. This difficulty was overcome by 
surrounding 'The Majesty' with figures constituting a unifying theme - a 
cloud of witnesses. 

The fact is that William Morris was reviving a craft whose subtleties had 
been submerged in productions of a routine, stereotyped nature, for Heaton 
says, 

Compared with modern work generally, the drawing will be found 
particularly vigorous and forcible; the faces and the limbs boldly 
defined by line, rather than shaded or minutely worked up, the flesh 
tints particularly well obtained - a matter often missed - and the 
colour generally founded on an artist's appreciation of the value of 
gradation and harmony, rather than delighting in crude colours and 
striking contrasts. (3) 
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It is no secret that stained glass depends for its effect on light which 
shines through it, and the east window is well placed to take full advantage of 
the morning sun. It is then we are most likely to share the writer's admiration 
for Morris's use of gold to achieve, not striking contrasts, but a harmonious 
suffusion of colour. He Continues, 

Especially I would point to the red, which is everywhere in this window 
full of lovely gradation from deep mulberry to the most brilliant ruby 
and passing often....into a sort of ruddy cedar tint In the same way 
greens are here inclining to olive and always in a state of gradation 
from dark to light. 

A hundred years later A.C. Sewter emphasised the telling use Morris 
made of yellow stain. 

He used it to tremendous effect, not only as a major element in schemes 
for draperies, hair and other details of figures, but especially for render-
ing on glass an equivalent of embroidered and damask designs on 
costume. (4) 

lie then goes on to cite the St. Cyprian Cartoon of 1864 (a figure in the 
former south chance] window of Bradford Parish Church) as a good example 
of how Morris designed draperies incorporating yellow-stain ornaments 
which showed up most effectively against white grounds. 

Sewter, former Head of the Department of Fine Art at Manchester 
University, to whom we are indebted for much of the information about this 
window, was engaged in research for his work The Stained Glass of William 
Morris and his Circle when the extensions to the east end of Bradford 
Cathedral were taking place, from 1958 to 1963. He was in correspondence 
with Mr. A. E. Simpson, one of the churchwardens, regarding the Morris glass 
and was thereby instrumental in ensuring that it was faithfully transferred to 
the new Lady Chapel. 

When the old chancel was being demolished in 1958 the glass from its 
three windows, two of them by Morris, was removed, not always as carefully 
as might have been. It had already been decided that the glass in the east 
window was to be re-used in the new Lady Chapel, but that in the north and 
south windows was stored for future use. The authorities wanted the new east 
window to be as light at possible and proposed to set the figures into antique 
glass, thus discarding the original backgrounds. It was at this point that Mr. 
Sewter entered into correspondence with Mr. Simpson, and on visiting the 
cathedral pointed out that once a century's dirt had been removed from the 
glass it would admit much more light. (5) He was shocked at the proposal to 
remove Webb's backgrounds, which he regarded as an act of vandalism, 
insisting that they formed an essential part of an artistic whole and that the 
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value of the window would be diminished without them. Fortunately his 
advice was accepted and the backgrounds were retained. 

When the window was re-designed for its new position, five of the six 
angels in the top tier of tracery were given to the Whitworth Art Gallery in 
Manchester, the sixth being too damaged to preserve, having beèn inserted the 
wrong way round in 1863. The other two tiers of tracery were arranged to form 
one tier, eight angels being used along with the octofoil and some corner 
lights, while four were altered to make more corner lights. Three windows 
were now made, a centre one of three lights, with a two-light window on 
each side in the semi-octagonal apse. 

The alterations involving, we are told, 30,000 pieces of glass, were 
carried out in the workshops of E. Pickett & Co., Hunslet Road, Leeds. 

The other Morris Window, installed in 1864, was on the south side of 
the chancel. It was given in memory of Mary Hartley ofFulford Grange, York, 
a native of Bradford, who died in August 1862. The glass, now stored in a 
crate, suffered some damage during removal, particularly in the foils at the 
head of each light. 

The upper part of the centre panel contains Salvator Mundi: Jesus, in 
green cloak and white robe, stands with right arm raised, holding a Latin cross 
fleuréc. Beneath this figure is Philip Webb's design of a pelican feeding its 
young. There are four saints on either side of the centre panel, two to each 
light: Stephen, Barnabas, Andrew, Jude, James the Less, Cyprian, James the 
Great and Alban. Morris's notebooks show amounts of £2 each for designing 
'a beastly James and Jude', £1-10s. for St. Alban, and for a large figure of 
St. Stephen, £2-2s. The window, when completed, cost £300. All the designs, 
except for St. Barnabas and the pelican, were first used in this window, and 
the designs for Salvator Mundi, James the Less, Jude and Cyprian, are unique 
to it. 

REFERENCES 

t. Bradford Observer, 3.12.1863. 
2. A.C. Sewter, The Stained Glass of William Morris and his Circle, 2 vols, 1974 & 

1975, ii (A Catalogue), p. 28. 
3. Op. cit. 
4. A.C. Sewter, 'William Morris's Designs for Stained Glass', reprinted from the 

Architectural Reriev.', March, 1960. p.200. 
5. Correspondence, Sewter - Simpson, 1958 & 1960, in Bradford Cathedral Library. 

See also: 

Bradford Parish Church Magazines, 1899, for an account of the windows by A.B. Sewell. 
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MORRIS GLASS IN BRADFORD CATHEDRAL 

EAST WINDOW: originally installed as a single seven-light window 
in Bradford Parish Church - 1863. 

Re-ordered as three windows during cathedral 
extensiont(1958 - 1963). 

Centre Light: Christ in Majesty (Rossetti) 
St. Peter (Marshall) 
Agnus Dei (Webb) 

Figures in the four tiers, reading from left to right. Distinguishing 
marks or symbols in italics. 

Top tier 

Anna 
the prophetess (PPM) 

Elizabeth 
with young John Baptist (FMB) 

Virgin Mary 
holding madonna lily (BJ) 

Magdalene 
holding jar of ointment (DGR) 

Martha 
prepared for much serving (DGR) 
Mary 
(her Sister) carrying book (WM) 

Third tier 

Abraham 
with Isaac as a boy (FMB) 

Isaac 
in manhood (FMB) 

Jacob 
holding mess of pottage (DGR) 

David 
with harp (BJ) 

Solomon 
holding sceptre (PPM) 

Joseph 
(husband of Mary) with staff(WM) 
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Second tier 

John Baptist 
in rough attire (WM) 

Matthew 
angel in crook of left arm (FMB) 

Mark 
lion across breast (BJ) 

Luke 
clasping winged ox (WM) 

John 
Eagle on right arm (FMB) 

Paul 
with large knife and scroll (FMB) 

Bottom tier 

Moses 
with tablets of stone (PPM) 

Isaiah and Jeremiah 
carrying scrolls (WM) 

Ezekiel 
standing in prayer (DGR) 

Daniel 
'Mene, mene - . . '(DGR) 

Elijah 
being fed by ravens (WM) 

(The initials in brackets denote the designer). 



EAST WINDOW: 

In the tracery above each of the main lights are angels, by Morris, some 
playing instruments and others in attitudes of praise. 

An inscription at the base of the right hand section of window reads 

To the Glory of God with all love, in memory of Richard Tolson late 
of Bradford who entered into rest the 23rd day of October A.D. 1847 
in the 54th year of his age this window is dedicated by Sarah Elizabeth 
Tolson, widow, Sarah Martha, Mary Rebecca, and Sophia Louisa Tolson, 
his children in the year of grace 1863. 

The original window was much lower than the present one. It is difficult to 
make out the smaller detail now without binoculars. 

SOUTH CHANCEL WINDOW: formerly in Bradford Parish Church - 1864. 
(Glass now in store at the Cathedral.) 

Originally a perpendicular window of five cinquefoil-headed lights beneath 
three tiers of tracery. Installed in memory of Mary Hartley of Fulford Grange, 
York, who died in August 1862. 

The tracery, by Morris, depicts a series of angels, some playing instruments, 
others holding wreaths and chaplets, against a background of lattice-work 
patterned with gold flowers. The corner lights show a pattern of leaf design 
with a latticed border. 

Centre light: Salvator Mundi (Albert Moore) 
Pelican feeding young (Webb) 

Upper tier (reading from left) Lower tier 

Stephen being stoned (BJ) Barnabas with book (WM) 

Andrew with cross (FMB) Jude with staff and palm (BJ) 

James the Less with a book (BJ) Cyprian in episcopal dress (WM) 

James the Great scallop shell (WM) Alban with sword (BJ) 

Each figure is holding a palm leaf and his Latin name is set in the background 
of floral or foliated quarries. 
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EDITORIAL 

In the last issue of the Bradford Antiquary (Part 47 1982) 1 reported 
that newt on the financial front was not very encouraging. This time, by 
comparison, the position is distinctly rosy, and members of the Council have 
not been required to stand by with ready cash to see the publication through. 

This does not mean that the editor has been given a free hand. On the 
contrary, clear signals were received from many quarters to the effect that the 
Bradford Antiquary must, in current terminology, 'change its image'. Hitherto 
the journal has been well received by universities, colleges, libraries and 
learned societies generally, both here and overseas, but oddly enough the 
Antiquary has little local appeal. The Society's journal is not entirely without 
honour, but Bradford people do not buy it. There are rumours that even loyal 
members read the Antiquary without bothering to cut the pages. Of course, 
when publication is so irregular - only three numbers since 1971 - it is 
difficult to make sound, valid judgments. What seems clear, however, is that 
if the Society's conservative and uncommercial approach were to continue, 
the Bradford Antiquary would be doomed. It could survive but only as an 
expensive relic. 

High printing costs, but not those alone, have forced a change of policy 
which should in the end do good. If the Antiquary is to continue it must be 
largely self-financing. Each issue must not only be saleable, but sold out, and 
if it really is the journal of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
it should in large measure reflect the members' needs and wishes. Publication 
of the Antiquary, if it is to be an effective part of the Society's activities, 
must take place annually, as it did at first, until 1896. Spasmodic issues 'as 
and when possible' are no solution. 

Sponsorship is rife today, but even in 1927 the editor appealed for 
'some wealthy citizen to come forward 'with assistance which would ensure 
yearly publication'. We ought not to turn what should be a privilege and a 
pleasure into an irksome duty. Surely to maintain a tradition of this nature 
is worth an effort, and If the kind of book we provide is broadly acceptable 
we should really have no difficulty in paying our way. The Bradford Antiquary 
ought not to be a lame duck, or worse still an albatross round our necks. 

Products which have been on the market for even a short time all seem 
to need something 'new' to maintain their appeal. After a hundred years we 
have decided to make an entirely fresh start, with 'Third Series - Number 1'. 
We are dropping the often confusing idea of parts and volumes in favour of 
what we hope will be a regular annual publication. This leaves 'New Series - 

Volume 10' incomplete, but to produce another three parts in the old format 
was well-nigh impossible. 

Back numbers of the Bradford Antiquary contain essays which have be-
come landmarks in local history. There are obviously too many to mention, 
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but in this issue Lilian Robinson has drawn attention to Wilfrid Roherisliaw's 
studies of Tong and Mrs. Tempest's accounts of her owl' family history. Of 
course, many pieces were lighter in texture and of more general appeal. Original 
research must still be our concern, but this now takes so many tornis, and has 
become in a real sense so popular, that we should have no difficulty in presenting 
topics to suit many tastes. Research in depth, however, carries its dangers. 
because preoccupation with a single theme leads us to forget that a detailed 
analysis of, dare we say, Titus Salt's laundry lists, does not stake compulsive 
reading. But we must not throw out the baby with the bath waici, and in 
attempting to provide variety end up with a kind of 'Tit-bits'. One if our 
aims is to show local history in action, with a view to encouraging readers ti 
become contributors. 

The printing and layout of the new issue is less dist inctive  than the old 
style, but standardisation helps to keep costs down,and if repinits are required 

they can be had at a cheaper rate. 

We are looking back on a year of many celebrations, aniotig ilicni the 
hundred-and-fiftieth birthday of William Morris, and, nearer house, of the 
Bradford Observer, which was first published on 1, February 1834. The latter 
anniversary was marked by a display in the Local Studies Depart uncut of the 
Central Library. homage has also been paid to two of Bradfiud's most 
famous sons: to Frederick Dehius, who died fifty years ago, and J.B. Priesthey 
who died on 14 August 1984. Unfortunately the main Delius events had to 
be deferred because the restoration of St. George's Hall was not complete. 
The new date is 20 to 26 May 1985. 

On 31 March 1984 a day-school on 'William Morris and Stained Glass' 
was held at Cartwright I-lath, and was so well supported that it had to he 
repeated a week later. What, may be asked, had industrial Bradford to do 
with the Pre-Raphaelites? It may conic as a surprise to learn that this district 
was a pioneer in recognizing the merit of the Morris techniques and an early 
supporter of the firm in Red Lion Square. Those who attended the day-
school heard lectures by Paul Lawson and Ken Powell on the important 
examples of Morris's early work froin Harden Grange, now in the Cartwright 
Hall collection, and on other Morris windows in the neighbourhood. There 
was a display of glass from the local collection and the day ended with a 
visit to Bradford Cathedral to see the cast window, which is said to be only 
the third large commission executed by Morris and his partners. Delegates 
came from near and far. One member of the William Morris Society, a teacher 
from New Mexico, came from London specially for the occasion. 
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To commemorate this very special anniversary the Friends of Bradford 
Art Gallery and Museums have paid for the restoration of the Crucifixion, 
a window from St. James's Church Brighouse, which is intended to form the 
centre-piece of a permanent display of Morris glass at Cartwright Hall. It is 
to be hoped that a similar enterprise will result in the restoration of the 
Cathedral's other Morris window, which has not seen the light of day for 
twenty years. As our tribute to William Morris we are publishing an article by 
Paul Lawson on the Harden Grange windows and a description of the Morris 
glass in Bradford Cathedral by Mary Lister. 

What is the recipe for a successful society? Why do some organizations 
remain actively in business while others stagnate or close down? It was these 
thoughts which prompted me to invite Evelyn Hanslip to write about the 
East Bowling History Workshop, and I am sure that readers will enjoy her 
fresh and spontaneous account of proceedings which have enabled this group 
not only to survive but to prosper. Of course, our own society, after over a 
hundred years, is a modest example of what can be done with wise leadership 
and loyal support from members. 

Individuals, too, embark upon projects in earnest, but for one reason 
or another fail to see them through. This is inevitable, but there are scores 

of people like Hank Green (see p. 67), who go to extraordinary lengths to 
trace their ancestry, and many others who are following their own lines of 
investigation into some aspect of local history. We would like to hear from 
anyone or any group about their projects, with a view to publishing accounts 
of them, and, of course, articlesbased on original research are always welcome. 

This, to a certain extent, is an experimental number of the Bradford 
Antiquary. We hope to bring out another issue at the end of 1985 for 1986, 
but in the meantime we should be glad to receive comments about this 
number and suggestions for the next. We specially value the support of over-
seas subscribers and we would like to hear from them, too. 

Finally I wish to thank all the contributors for their articles and for 
their help at the proof stage. Without them there would be no publication at 
all. 

J.F. 

BACK NUMBERS 

Some back numbers are still available: 

Parts 39 (1958);40;41;43;44;45;46;47 (1982) 
Price £1.50 (plus postage) 

Enquiries to the editor. 
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UN»ERCLIFFE CEMETERY 

Undercliffe Cemetery, Bradford's Highgate, opened in 1854, was owned 
by a private company which went into liquidation in 1976. The Bradford 
Metropolitan Council decided it could not afford to take responsibility for 
the maintenance ofthe cemetery so in 1980 it was sold to Mr. Arthur Edwick, 
a builder, for a peppercorn fee. Since then great concern has been caused by 
the removal of kerbstones. Even alter many protests and objections the 
August 1984 Newsletter published by the Friends of Undercliffe Cemetery 
drew attention to 

the dismantling of top courses of stone from the wall on Undercliffe 
Lane and Pollard Lane. This was followed by the damaging of several 
graves . . . and reMoval of large amounts of kerbstones from that area. 

It was then revealed by the Council's Legal Department that the title 
of the land had not been granted to Mr. Edwick and that registration had 
been refused by the Land Registry, under a clause which forbids the sale of 
consecrated land formerly used for burial. The news that more kerbstones 
had been removed, backed by representations from the Friends, led the 
Council's Management Committee to apply to the Department of the Environ-
ment for compulsory purchase of the cemetery. In anticipation of the 
purchase a Trust is being set up to manage and restore the cemetery. 

Thus, after a three-year struggle, the Friends of Undercliffe Cemetery 
are near to success, but this is only the end of the beginning. An immense 
amount of work lies ahead and large sums will be needed to make good the 
damage caused by years of vandalism and neglect. 

Those who wish to know more about the cemetery should write to:— 
Mrs. C.E. Chapple, Secretary of the Friends, at 109 Oxford Road, Gomersal, 
Cleckheaton ,West Yorkshire, 

PAPER HALL PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

The September News Sheet, 1984, brought the glad tidings that 
restoration was about to start on the north wing of the hall, work made 
possible by a grant of £45,000 from Bradford Council's Community 
Programme. English Heritage has already made a grant of £106,000 on 
condition that it is matched by a similar contribution from funds raised by 
the Society. West Yorkshire County Council and Bradford Metropolitan 
District Council have also nearly completed the conveyance which will pass 
the ownership of the building to the Society. 

Restoration of the north wing will be finished before work begins on 
a new ring road, which passes close to Paper Hall. The initial plans for this 
road seemed to pose a threat to all the Society's schemes, but assurances 
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have been given that when the new outer wall has been erected it will not be 
disturbed. 

The Committee have raised money by various means year by year, 
including £1018 from an Auction Sale held recently, but much more is 
needed. Donations and offers of help of any kind may be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, Mr. P. Sutcliffe, 16 Ryelands Grove, Bingley Road, Bradford, 
BD9 6HJ. 

For those who are not familiar with the story, Paper Hall, a name which 
still goes unexplained, is the oldest domestic building in the central area of 
the city, the date on the door lintel being 1643. Paper Hall's special significance 
is that in 1794 James Garnett installed hand spinning machines there, an 
event which is generally regarded as the start of the Industrial Revolution in 
Bradford. For many years the building has been in a derelict state, but since 
1972 a band of devoted volunteers led by Professor R.J. Ord-Smith have 
been trying to save and restore it. The difficulties have been enormous, 
especially the complicated negotiations with all manner of official bodies 
and their various departments, but the way to restoration at last seems clear. 
One great benefit is that the Society's architect will from now on have the 
close co-operation and support of the structural engineers attached to English 
Heritage. 

THE FRIENDS OF BRADFORD ART GALLERIES AND MUSEUMS 

The Friends, who paid for the restoration of the Morris window from 
St. James's Church, Brighouse, have recently helped the Art Gallery and 
Museums to acquire a coat with a Lowry panel, knitted by Denise Rusk, 
which is on display at Boiling Hall. They have also contributed to the 
purchase of a fine collection of specimen gem stones. Besides giving financial 
help the Friends make themselves responsible for catering arrangements at 
Official openings and previews. In addition the Friends organize a number of 
Social occasions each year, including popular Christmas Festivities at Boiling 
Hall. 

More Friends are always welcome and details of membership can be obtained 
from: Mrs. Reynell, 12 Park View Road, Bradford BD9 4PA. Tel. 46585 
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LILIAN ROBINSON - A Profile 

'Life seems to have started with my retirement.' When I asked Miss 
Robinson for a few details on which to base this short biography that is how 
her reply began. Of course it is not true, because compared to some of us she 
has had two or three lives. Talking about her work she says, 

I held an administrative post in the hospital service, and in what seems 
another existence, during part of the war years, I looked after Busby's 
publicity - wrote advertisements and organized demonstrations, 
including the Christmas Grotto and Fashion Parades. (1) 

After the war Miss Robinson worked with UNRRA in Poland, where she saw 
the harrowing after-effects of the Warsaw uprising. 

In 1970, at the beginning of her retirement, Miss Robinson was living in 
St. Albans, where she joined the Association of Honorary Guides, showing 
visitors round the Cathedral and Roman sites. This gave her an appetite for the 
past, so that when she returned to Bradford she began work on the history of 
Frizinghatl, where she was born. This homely pursuit led to strange strands - 

to far off Texas, where Hank Green, whose roots were planted in Frizinghall 
in 1597, was attempting to unravel his pedigree. It was an enquiry in the 
'Bradford Telegraph' which resulted in correspondence between Miss Robinson 
and Henry S. Green and the establishment of 'the research team of Robinson 
and Green'. The quest which followed covered much ground, taking in Tong 
and many other places where the Greens had lived. Visits were exchanged and 
in 1977 Miss Robinson went to Fort Worth and helped to compile a delight-
fully comprehensive book called The Green Footprints, in which, to her 
amusement, she appears as 'a crack genealogist' and 'the well-known historian 
of Frizinghail'. A prodigious amount of work went into the making of the 
book, and for those who are not specially interested in the Green family there 
are chapters on 'How to translate Old English', 'Developments in Carrier 
Transport' and 'Haunts of Robin Hood'. 

Although Miss Robinson is highly experienced in many fields ofresearch 
(she would not wish to be called an expert) she is still a student, as I found 
when I worked alongside her at a W.E.A. class conducted by Dr. George 
Redmonds. 'Tong Street', the exhibition in May 1984 at Bradford Central 
Library, which was one of the results of the three year course, contained a 
detailed, illustrated history of Tong farms and homesteads compiled by Miss 
Robinson. 

Miss Robinson is happiest when confronted with abox of unexamined 
documents, preferably belonging to the seventeenth or eighteenth century, 
to be transcribed and classified. Among her many transcriptions are the 
Quarter Sessions Order Books (1647-1733), a copy of which can be seen at 
Wakefield Registry of Deeds, and sections of the Tong Manuscripts. She 
attributes her 'conversion' to an occasion at Claremont, the home of the York-
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shire Archaeological Society, where, 

Some years ago, seeing other people transcribing old documents and 
listing them for the files, I asked the archivist if I could help. It seemed 
such a great privilege to be able to handle precious documents, some 
unopened for centuries and I have been doing it ever since. 

As proof of this Miss Robinson has sent me a two-page copy of her description 
of two boxes of documents from the Duke of Leeds's collection at the Y.A.S., 
of which over fifty boxes are still unexamined. Her present project is Lady 
Hasting's Trust, which from 1739 provided, among other things, schools for 
orphan children, the girls being trained for domestic service and the boys for 
farm work. By no means among the odds and ends of her accomplishments are 
copies of the 1641 Protestation Returns for Bradford, involving hours of 
patient transcribing, and work on the Heaton Enclosure Award. In all cases 
Miss Robinson is careful to leave a copy of her transcription with the original 
document, and also to send a copy to any institution which might benefit 
from it. 

Miss Robinson is engaged in what can truly be called a labour of love, 
for there is no pay or special praise for this time-consuming job, and no 
expense account. The reward is the deep satisfaction in doing work of one's 
own choice, while at the same time being of service to others. But a warning 
is necessary here. Miss Robinson's charity does not extend to those whose 
studies lie in the well-charted regions of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. After all, what do people want with books and newspapers when 
there are over fifty boxes of old documents still to explore in one collection 
alone? 

J.F. 

REFERENCE 
1. Busbys, a household name in Bradford for over seventy years, was established as 

a department store in 1908. It merged with Debenhams in 1958 and closed down 
in 1978. The magnificent premises in Manningliam Lane were completely 
destroyed by a fire a year laser. 
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EAST BOWLING HISTORY WORKSHOP 
Evelyn Hanslip 

East Bowling History Workshop started in September 1978 when, after 
signatures had been collected at the local library, those interested in forming 
a group of this kind met in Fairfax School. Lydia Merrill, Community Tutor, 
organised things at first. She said our object should be to record for publica-
tion the history of East Bowling from about 1900, within our own lifetime or 
that of our parents. We had no money so some help would be needed. 

Bradford Central Library had published a booklet for a group who had 
written about the 'Crown Comic Band', so we made an appointment and took 
a few of our stories to show to members of the library staff responsible for 
these occasional publications. They said that if we could find a subject of 
general interest they would consider the project. We chose 'Bowling Tide', 
which for many years was held as Bradford Holiday Week, when all the mills 
closed down. We talked, borrowed old photographs, recorded the memories 
of elderly local residents, and then began to write our stories down. These 
were criticised and pulled to pieces at meetings until they satisfied everyone 
Then they were typed, and photographs chosen to illustrate them. 

During this time we had two open meetings to which we invited any 
old pupils of our two largest local schools and this almost doubled our 
membership. We had an afternoon Summer Party which made a profit of 
£10, and we also applied to the Yorkshire Arts Council for a grant. As a 
result an officer of the Council, along with two of the committee, came to 
a meeting and we eventually received a grant of £100. Then we had to open 
a bank account and draw up a constitution. 

We decided to try to make a calendar for fund raising, using six of the 
photographs of old Bowling scenes. Bradford College helped with the type-
setting, and when we received the finished sheets from the printer, we put 
them together ourselves and sold the calendars so quickly that we were able 
to pay the printer's bill out of the first profits. The calendars have since 
become an annual event. We choose photographs of places that are now 
demolished or of events that older people remember and younger people will 
be interested in. People buy these calendars for the sake of the pictures and 
we are often asked for old calendars to complete collections or to be sent 
away to friends and relatives. All members take a number of calendars home 
to sell: local shops display them, and many are sent out by post. Some go 
abroad to bring nostalgic memories to exiled friends and relatives who were 
brought up in East Bowling. 

Our first book, Bowling Tidings, which arrived from the printers after 
a long delay, was soon sold out. Copies were sent to places all over the world 
and two reprints were needed. East Bowling Reflections was written in the 
same way, but was produced and paid for by us, under instruction from the 
Bradford Alternative Arts and Community Centre (Mobile Workshop) in 
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Hailfield Road, who showed us how to make up a book and prepare photo-
graphs. Gateway to Education was entirely our own production, as our own 
Arts Officer, Leslie Jowett, took over the making-up, photography and book 
covers at the Mobile Workshop, and supervised us with great patience as we 
struggled with the final stages of our schools book. Do You Remember? 
followed the same pattern, but we bought some tools and equipment of our 
own so that we were able to complete this book on our home ground at 
Fairfax Library. All our books are in the Bradford libraries and some universities 
have asked for copies. 

Our meetings are informal. Everyone talks at once and we have to use 
a hammer to get order and make some sense out of the proceedings. In the 
meantime the secretary scribbles down as many relevant details as she possibly 
can. The members bring their stories written on pieces of paper and we read 
them aloud, criticise them, alter them, until we think we have got an authentic 
story. The secretary then types them, editing where necessary, on book-size 
paper, which gives us an idea what length the eventual publication will be. 
These manuscripts are then sent for typesetting, and they come back in a 
long roll to be divided into pages and corrected once more, before being 
stuck on to boards in readiness for printing. 

Each time a new book is ready we arrange a Book Launching Party 
with previous publicity in the local press, then, as with the calendars, all 
members sell as many as they can and people write or send their orders in 
by phone. 

We are continually being asked about tape-recording our memories, but 
we would never use this method as a substitute for our writing. We had a few 
tapes with recorded memories of very old people, but unfortunately these 
were stolen and could not be replaced. If we use a tape recorder at our meet-
ings we get an unintelligible mixture of voices, not worth transcribing. Some 
members have started taking a tape home to record their experiences on their 
own. For instance one man who was out in the Far East during the war has 
done several accounts of his experiences. 

Most of the writing comes from our own memories, but we go to some 
lengths to verify details. We could spend whole meetings just talking, arguing, 
discussing and probing in order to try to remember accurately. We are often 
diverted and end up with a story quite different from the one we are supposed 
to be telling. Nothing is wasted, however, and we are frequently surprised at 
the facts we unearth which may have been known to one or two of us before, 
but not to thq majority. 

To pinpoint a definite time when something happened can be quite an 
exercise, but someone usually comes up with a fact or an event which clinches 
matters. At a meeting not long ago we were trying to remember the year 
when tram cars stopped running in Bradford. Opinions varied slightly but in 
the end someone said, 'Well, we had a shop at Tong Cemetery in the 1930s 
and we used to make breakfast for the men who were pulling up the tram 
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lines just outside the shop. Home-made apple pie and a mug of tea for four-
pence it was, and that was the year we were trying our gas masks on in the 
village hail at East Bierley - so that makes it 1938'. Q.E.D. 

We use old advertisements, programmes, cards, and literature from 
chapels and churches, besides photographs. Our artist and photographic 
expert, Leslie Jowett, has a thick book full of negatives made from photo-
graphs which have been lent to us. He will also photograph an important 
telegram, a certificate, a First World War card, a medal, or anything that may 
be of use in our books, and then make a negative for us. Leslie Jowett gained 
his expertise at Bradford Mobile Workshop after he joined the East Bowling 
group. (We all went there and received valuable assistance and instruction 
during the making of our first three books.) We also have a thick scrapbook 
containing pictures, descriptive articles and mementoes of things we have 
done and places we have visited. We are often asked to go to speak to other 
groups who are trying to start a history project of their own. Sometimes 
visitors come to sit in at our meetings for various reasons. A class of fifteen-
year-olds from Fairfax School came some time ago and spent the whole 
time asking questions and taking notes. These children cannot imagine a 
time when there was no television, nor even radio, and when car owners 
were counted among the wealthy, and that is why people like us did a lot of 
walking. 

We have just received a letter from a Danish student who was in Bradford 
in 1982. She came to a meeting then and was entertained by one or two of 
our members. She obtained all our books and since then has written a thesis 
and passed an important examination, which she says was due to the help 
received here. She is coming again and wants to see us all to renew acquain-
tances, particularly to tell us what she has been doing and to find out what 
we have been up to in the meantime. 

Our oldest member is 81 years old and our youngest not quite 60, 50 
we have a long range of memory. We find that we remember most clearly the 
things that happened in our very early lives, such as episodes during the First 
World War. 

All this means a lot of hard work for some of us, but no one need be 
afraid to make a start. Anyone of our age group who went to an ordinary 
Board School and was taught the 'three Rs', as we were, can read and write, 
and among our members no one can remember anyone leaving their school 
who could not. The teachers had the 'poor scholars' on the front line under 
their eye, and devoted a lot of time to them, despite large classes. We all 
did 'Compositions' and had them corrected, and wrote them out again, and 
there you have the basis of all the writing. 
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When we started our East Bowling Schools book I suggested that every-
one should write down: 

I. What I liked most at school. 
2. What I hated most. 
3. The chief differences between schools today and schools when we 

were children. 

Six of these replies were chosen as the first chapter of the book, and altogether 
they gave a good idea of schools in the 1920s and 1930s. 

When we are asked why we do all this work and want to record the 
story of our lives, we say that this is because there is so much of interest 
that never gets into history books, and we hope that we are leaving behind a 
living picture of life as it was in our time. 

I think it was a First World War poet who wrote: 

'I weep for the words that were never said, 
And have died in the minds of the dead'. 

** ** ** *** ***** ** ***** 

Enquiries about the publications mentioned, and any other matters, may be 
addressed to Mrs. Hanslip, who is the Secretary of the Workshop, at: 
75 Brompton Road, Bradford. BD4 7JE 
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CHURCH RECORDING 
Mary Lister 

Saturdays have taken on a new meaning since I first encountered the 
mysterious initials NADFAS at a meeting in Bradford Cathedral in the late 

autumn of 1981. 

Since then my Saturdays, and some other days too, have been devoted 
to church recording, for along with a number of friends I have become a 
member of a Recording Group attached to the National Association of 
Decorative and Fine Arts Societies - NADFAS. 

Before the work begins a Recorder must first take: a pair of binoculars, 
weight scales, a magnifying glass, a number of note books, several pens, a 
tape measure (the longer the better), a collection of reference books and, last 
but not least, a good supply of food and drink. This is the officially recom-
mended short-list, but as old bhurches can be incredibly dirty, experience has 
shown that dusters and washing materials are also needed. 

But what does our well-equipped Recorder do? Before answering that 
question I should explain that a Recorder is one of a group often or twelve 
people forming a special branch of a Decorative and Fine Arts Society. Other 
branches are responsible for such things as repairing old books and manuscripts 
and for restoring well-worn pieces of needlework. These societies are to be 
found in many parts of the country and members attend courses to enable 
them to keep abreast of developments in their special fields. The local societies 
are administered by the NADFAS central office in London. 

In 1971, when NADFAS organised an exhibition of Victorian Church 
Art in London, it discovered that many of the clergy who loaned items for 
display were quite unaware of either their artistic quality or intrinsic value. 
In some cases they did not even know their churches possessed such treasures 
until they were actually being prepared for the exhibition. This state of affairs 
led to the formation of a special branch of NADFAS - Church Recorders, 
the inspiration of Miss Helen Lowenthal, the Vice-President. 

All incumbents are required to keep an inventory, or 'stock book', 
but these terriers, as they are called, often supply incomplete and inaccurate 
details of a church's furnishings. Merely to note the existence of a bundle of 
seventeenth-century papers, a silver communion cup or a green altar frontal 
is of little help to the police or church officials if any article is stolen or 
damaged, and the church's earthly possessions are very vulnerable. At the 
same time there is an obvious need for a degree of confidentiality. A handlist 
of church contents would be a useful guide to thieves, indicating where they 
might profitably break through and steal. 

Recorders provide churches with a more detailed account of their 
furnishings. Ideally they operate in pairs in order to ensure that nothing 
is missed or incorrectly set down, although this principle does not always 
work out in practice. People work at different speeds and visits cannot 
always be synchronised, so one Recorder is sometimes ahead of the rest. 
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Weekly visits are desirable if a task is to be completed before the initial 
enthusiasm has waned. Obviously the amount of work varies from one place 
to another. An ancient church may have sixty or more memorial tablets, 
whereas a more recent one may have only a few. 

Furnishings are divided into nine sections: Memorials, Stonework, 
Woodwork, Metalwork, Textiles, Paintings, Library, Windows and Miscellany. 
Stonework and Miscellany, being small sections, are often combined with 
larger ones. As relatively few churches contain more than one or two paint-
ings this section includes Heraldry (a fascinating study), photographs, and any 
kind of notice. Guiseley church, for example, has a number of boards giving 
the dates of building operations and of various dedications. In addition to 
books, Library includes documents and plans relating to the church. 

Each object must be described by the Recorder as fully as possible, 
measured, weighed (if it is silver), and any inscription carefully copied. Things 
which are difficult to describe may be photographed or sketched, and even 
the poorest artists among us have developed hidden talents. Memory fails, or 
plays tricks on us, and a sketch, however rough, is a great help when the final 
accounts are being written up. It often saves the day and makes a return 
journey to the church unnecessary. 

Once a description has been recorded the research begins - to find the 
date of manufacture and the names of the maker or designer and the donor. 
Sometimes these details are to be found on the object itself. Sculptors often 
sign a memorial plaque and some craftsmen have trademarks. The stained 
glass windows made by C.E. Kempe can be distinguished by a gold wheat-
sheaf and those of his nephew by a tower superimposed on a wheatsheaf, as in 
the Cass and Perowne windows in Bradford Cathedral. Some churches keep 
records of gifts, or have a verger who can supply the information, but in many 
cases there is no alternative but to write 'Not known'. Reading through old 
parish magazines is one way of obtaining facts, but it is very time-consuming 
and there is always a danger of being led astray by some interesting tit-bit 
quite irrelevant to the Recorder's purpose. 

Earlier I mentioned the need for washing materials, In Bradford Cathedral 
and at Guiseley we found stained glass which had been removed from windows 
and stored away - that at the Cathedral in a cellar - collecting dust. The 
pieces have to be put together and recorded, but first of all they must be 
cleaned. Tracery is often damaged during removal, and to reassemble the 
window is like doing an enormous jig-saw puzzle where the pieces never quite 
fit. Occasionally we come across an old photograph which helps, or we 
simply have to guest, and when the job is finished two Recorders are ready 
for a bath. 

Some tasks are very tedious. Nothing can be taken for granted and 
every bible, prayer book and hymn book must be opened so as not to miss 
a donor's name or a memorial inscription, and this must all be done during 
one visit. Books kept in pews have a habit of moving about and unless they 
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are all counted and inspected on the same day mistakes may occur. 

Ingenuity is called for too, and this is where each group needs at least 
one young, agile member willing and able to climb ladders in order to measure 
objects high upon the walls, a favourite resting place for some of the older 
memorials. In the Bradford group these feats of daring are performed by the 
Society's Librarian, Mr. Frank Metcalfe, who recently improvised a method 
of measuring the Cathedral's west window by lowering a piece of string from 
a trap door in the ringing chamber to a colleague waiting on the roof of the 
tower screen. This suggests the need for surveying equipment in the NADFAS 
list. A visitor to Bingley church was considerably surprised to find Mr. Met-
calfe, high on a ladder, cleaning a memorial with a duster draped round the 
end of a broken umbrella. Recorders are insured. 

When the work in a church is finished, our notes, having been typed by 
kind friends and helpers (another essential part of a team), are tent off to 
NADFAS headquarters together with any photographs and negatives. There 
all the material is photocopied and made into a book', copies of which are 
sent to the church concerned, the Diocesan Registry, the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, and the Council for the Care of Churches. Thus we have made a 
record which will be of practical use to the incumbent, especially for 
insurance purposes, and of real value to historians and research workers. 

Some people are perhaps reluctant to embark on a venture of this 
kind because they know nothing about silver, or architecture or woodwork, 
but no one need worry. There is plenty of guidance for Recorders in Church 
Furnishings, provided by NADFAS, and by the time a member of a team has 
worked on one church he is well on the way to becoming an expert in his 
particular section. Recorders are merely asked to record, not to act as antique 
dealers. As there is no Decorative and Fine Arts Society in Bradford we 
register as Associate Members of NADFAS, for insurance purposes. 

So far we have recorded Bradford Cathedral, St. James' Church, Bolton 
Road, All Saints' Church, Bingley and St. Oswald's Church,Guiseley, and are 
now working in St. Wilfrid's Church, Calverley. Meanwhile other vicars have 
'joined the queue', and there is plenty of work for the rest of the century in 
Bradford Diocese alone, apart from all the Free Church buildings. 

To anyone who wants a fascinating and rewarding way of putting spare 
time to good use, we say, 'Why not join us?' 
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BOOKS 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF DISEASE by Keith Manchester, MB., B.S., B.Sc., 
F.R.A.J. (University of Bradford, 1983) £12. 

In many of us there is another person trying to get out, so that hobbies 
and pastimes reveal aside to our nature which is not usually on display to the 
general public. A celebrated astronomer entertains us on the xylophone; a 
king mends clocks, and a bishop finds a second home in the driver's cab of a 
locomotive. Some, like Keith Manchester, take a busman's holiday and pursue 
a hobby which is an extension of their job or profession: but at once there is 
a contradiction, because Dr. Manchester has at least one other serious hobby 
which has nothing whatever to do with medicine. 

These secondary occupations often have their origins in chance meetings. 
In Dr. Manchester's case his interest in archaeology was triggered off at the 
age of twelve when he saw excavations going on at a Romano-British site in 
Leicestershire. His medical career brought him from London to a practice in 
Bradford, and a continuing interest in local history took him, in the 1960s, 
to Sandal Castle, near Wakefield, where he was invited to examine the skele-
tons of nine Royalist soldiers. He traces his obsession with palaeopathology - 

she history of diseases - to 'these unwitting volunteers', an encounter which 
eventually led to his becoming one of a very small group of specialists carry-
ing out research into the afflictions of early man. 

Dr. Manchester is now Visiting Lecturer in Palaeopathology at Bradford 
University, where he is in charge of a programme of research which has just 
begun, with the object of determining from skeletal evidence the prevalence 
and extent of leprosy in Britain. It is hoped that this three-year study will go 
some way to explaining why leprosy, which was introduced into this country 
by the Romans, became a significant disease and then declined throughout 
late medieval Europe. The mutilated leper, ostracized by society, was a familiar 
figure in medieval Britain and towards the end of the fifteenth century there 
were some 270 hospitals offering care and seclusion, but little in the way of 
treatment. 

This preamble brings us to the book, which includes leprosy under 
'Infectious Diseases' (p.41), and in accordance with the aim expressed in the 
Preface the search is always for 'diseases discovered in the human remains of 
antiquity', in this case four skulls from the second century B.C. found in an 
Egyptian oasis. This is practical palaeopathology - applying the principles of 
pathology to the afflictions of early man. Literary evidence is not ignored, 
but it takes second place to what dry bones have to tell. 
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Apart from limited personal experience a layman's knowledge of 
diseases comes mainly from reports or pictures, and Dr. Manchester's book 
extends this process, taking us much nearer the source of things and so to a 
better understanding of suffering. References throughout are to international 
authorities and this, together with an impressive bibliography indicates the 
scope of the research. This is obviously not everybody's bedside book, but 
once we have become familiar with the polysyllabic medical terms, with the 
help of the glossary, there is nothing much to fear. 

The first part sets the scene, with chapters on population; the distri-
bution of diseases; the impact of epidemics, plagues and famines, and ends 
with the nature of the evidence on which current research is based. We are on 
common ground here and it is good to have some of our doubts resolved and 
our suspicions confirmed. Thus, 'The popular picture of a world inhabited by 
small people is manifestly untrue'. A small door in an ancient building should 
not lead us to believe that all medieval men were midgets. And we say 'Hear, 
hear' to the suggestion that women may have been the underfed, overworked 
drudges of antiquity, harassed by frequent pregnancies and all the cares of 
child-bearing. Unfortunately for archaeologists many ailments do not affect 
bones, so science has to make the best use it can of representations of disease 
and deformity in literature and art. Most of us are familiar with Cromwell-'s 
'warts and everything' (not 'all', please), and with George Ill's porphyria, but 
not perhaps with the Egyptian God Ptha in the form of an achondroplastic 
dwarf. 

Part two is a small encyclopaedia of diseases, so curiosity may well be 
our guide. Trepanning has long held a morbid fascination for me, although 
thoughts of the operation send shudders down my spine. We must not how-
ever, follow the example of Jerome K. Jerome's 'J', as he sat thumbing 
through a medical book in the British Museum, and become so engrossed that 
we imagine we were born with idiopathic hyperstasis, have suffered all our 
life from hypervitaminosis and are certain finally to fall a prey to osteo-
chondritis dissecans. If we get tired of long words we can turn to the 34 
Figures and 51 Plates, many of the latter being photographs in the Bradford 
University Collection. 

But Dr. Manchester obviously did not intend to provide a mere diversion. 
He has lectured to the Society on this subject and I hope that members will 
refresh their memories and extend their knowledge by reading his book, 
which is the result of first-hand experience, long study and careful preparation. 
This review comes some time after the book's successful launching and we 
understand that it is already in considerable demand both at home and over-
seas. We wish it continued success. 

J.F. 
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THE GREAT PATERNALIST TITUS SALT, and the growth of nineteenth-
century Bradford, by Jack Reynolds (Maurice Temple Smith, 1983) £16. 

In spite of the significant part played by Titus Salt in the most 
important period of Bradford's industrial history, comparatively little is 
known about either his private or his business life. 

In 1877, within months of the great man's death, Robert Balgarnie, 
minister of South Cliff Church, Scarborough, - one of Salt's benefactions - 

produced a typically effusive Victorian biography —Sir TitusSalt - his life and 
its lessons. (1) The very nature of Balgamie's work made it almost essential for 
someone, someday, to 'get behind the scenes' and paint a truer picture. Jack 
Reynolds, born in Bradford, a teacher of history at every level from 
municipal grammar school to post-graduate research, and a former editor of 
the Bradford Antiquary, seemed almost destined to be the man to set the 
record straight. It was not a case of 'long choosing and beginning late', 
because Mr. Reynolds, through his long connection with local studies and his 
particular interest in Salt and Saltaire, a subject on which he often wrote and 
lectured, came ready armed for the job. He has said all that can be said about 
a man whose actions always spoke louder than his words. 

Besides writing a definitive biography of Titus Salt, Jack Reynolds has 
given us a very full account of the transformation of nineteenth-century Brad-
ford, which 'from a relatively simple, semi-rural world, somewhat detached 
from the mainstream of economic and political life, was becoming a 
completely organised industrial society, the international centre of the 
worsted textile industry'. This change took place between 1834 and 1873, a 
period which almost exactly spans Salt's career. During this time four great 
Bradford innovators, Lister, Holden, Ripley and Salt stood out as men of true 
genius. The author gives full accounts of the work of the first three, but 
naturally accords pride of place to Titus Salt. He describes Salt's career from 
his birth in Morley in 1803 to his arrival in Bradford at the age of nineteen, 
where he joined his father in the firm of Daniel Salt & Son, woolstaplers. By 
1850 Titus had carried out successful experiments with alpaca, held office as 
mayor, and was certainly the richest man in Bradford. He had intended to 
retire at fifty, but said 'he wanted something for his boys to do'. Perhaps he 
knew that he would never fit easily into the world of the landed gentry as 
Lister had done when he became Baron Masham of Swinton, and hoped 
instead to create an industrial dynasty. 

The author is careful to point out that one of the motivating principles 
in the creation of Saltaire was the hope that by providing better working and 
living conditions for his employees Salt would check the kind of political un-
rest shown in the Chartist riots, which were at their height only five years be-
fore the opening of the new mill in 1853. He also punctures a number of 
myths about Saltaire, such as the tradition that Salt provided wash-houses 
because he hated the sight of clothes lines across the street (and indeed cut 
them down when he saw them). In fact many people complained about the 
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clothes lines, because they were a nuisance to traffic and offended Victorian 
ideas of modesty, when 'ladies' unmentionables' were seen to be hanging 
across the streets. The popular notion that Saltaire was a completely 'dry' 
village is also questioned. Certainly Salt, who was a modest drinker, would 
not allow a single public house to be built, but there had always been an off-
licence shop in the village, and the local chemist sold liquor. Salt upheld his 
principles, but it is unlikely that men dying of thirst would be greatly averse 
to walking a few hundred yards to one of the many pubs in Shipley in order 
to get a drink. 

Left-wing critics claimed that Salt had trapped a labour force with 
promises of good wages and better all-round conditions and then kept wages 
at a level which resulted in two strikes. In spite of all this, there is no doubt 
at all that Saltaire was an industrious, respectable and energetic community. 
Proof of Salt's popular esteem was shown at his funeral on 5 January 1877, 
when thousands of spectators watched the remarkable procession on its way 
from Bradford to his own Congregational Church at Saltaire. A prince could 
not have wished for more. 

Titus Salt may have failed to establish the industrial dynasty which was 
his aim, but Saltaire survives as a close-knit community with what is becom-
ing rare now in Bradford - a busy mill. Thanks largely to the conservation 
order placed upon it Saltaire is still a most attractive place, drawing more and 
more sightseers and tourists. For those who care to look beneath the surface 
this book will be the means of conserving the memory of 'the most outstand-
ing man of Bradford of his own or perhaps any period'. 

M.W.B. 
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BRUNSWICK PLACE - BRADFORD 

A study based on the Census 1841 to 1881 

Catherine Thackray 

Research into family history inevitably leads to a greater knowledge of 
local history. What follows here is an account of how I became acquainted 
with a very small area of 19th century Bradford and some of its former 
inhabitants as I searched for records of my husband's family. 

Directories of Bradford revealed that my husband's great-great-
grandfather, Joseph Thackray (1783-1851), stone merchant, was a partner in 
the firm Cousen & Thackray, quarry owners. Joseph Thackray lived in Shelf 
but his counting-house was in Brunswick Place, Bradford, where he died of 
'a gradual decay of nature'. His will of under E7000 indicates that he left the 
bulk of his property and money, including houses and land in Brunswick 
Place, to his married daughter, Grace Hammond, in trust for her son, 
Joseph. There were, however, annuities for his widow (his second wife, not 
the mother of his children) and another married daughter, Jane Murgatroyd. 
The residue, possibly only a partnership in the quarries, went to his son, 
Thomas, my husband's great-grandfather. 

John Wood's 1832 map of Bradford shows 'Thackeray & Cousen' 
working two quarries near the centre of the town, one of which, Coppy 
Quarry, was alongside Brunswick Place where there were only two houses. 
White's Directory of 1837 lists Samuel Mann Cousen, Joseph Thackray's 
partner, living in nearby Fountain Street, and James Hammond. Thackray's 
son-in-law, in Brunswick Place; and a Deed of 1834 shows Cousen and 
Thackray selling land in Brunswick Place to two drapers, William Smith and 
Thomas Middleton, so it was clearly a developing area.' When I discovered 
that almost every resident was listed in White's 1853 Directory I realized that 
in spite of its position hard by a quarry this was regarded as a good area in 
which to live, well above the low-lying town centre and away from the 
polluted canal basin. 

Brunswick Place is wedged between a wishbone shape made by the 
branching of Manningham Lane into North Parade and Northgate on one 
side, and Westgate on the other. That distinctive shape is recognizable 
today: James Gate, a narrow lane once known as Fayre Gappe, leads to 
Northgate and then into North Parade, though Brunswick Place is now 
flattened and the former quarry has been covered by a car park and a super-
market. Richard Oastler's statue stands looking down on the last remaining 
row of old buildings in Northgate, reminding us, perhaps, that in his day the 
hills could easily be seen beyond the low roof tops. It was the massive 
Victorian buildings that finally separated Bradford from its rural roots. In 
the 1830s, according to William Scruton, 



the space reaching from Brunswick Place to the end of Lumb Lane 
was one stretch of green fields, in which were fixed posts or 'tenters', 
for the purpose of drying and stretching cloth .2 

In 1832 Brunswick Place hardly existed, but Fountain Street, already 
built, was described by Winifred Gérin in 1961 as 

still a respectable street, where the residential character of the 
Georgian house-fronts belies the adaptation of some to commercial 
purposes [and where once] the brass plates of doctors and solicitors, 
who together with such clerical gentlemen as Branwell's Uncle 
Morgan, abounded in the district in the late 1830s.3 

For Branwell Brontë lived in Fountain Street in 1838 and 1839, when his 
'uncle', William Morgan, was curate of nearby Christ Church. Branwell 
lodged with Mr and Mrs Kirby, and his portraits of them now hang in 
Haworth Parsonage. Mr Kirby, an ale and porter merchant, was not perhaps 
the ideal landlord for Branwell, though it is only fair to say that the Kirbys' 
niece remembered young Mr Brontë as 'steady, industrious and self-
respecting'. But temptation was at hand in Westgate, noted for its large 
numbers of inns and beerhouses, conveniently placed for the quarry workers 
who employed a boy 'several times a day during the summer months in 
fetching gallons of beer into the quarry' .4 

Daphne du Maurier suggests that Branwell's portraits of the Kirbys 
'show a genius for satire on the part of the mocking lodger' and that Mrs 
Kirby 'stares from her frame in disapproval', while her husband's face is 
'humorless and suspicious'.5 Mrs Kirby certainly appears formidable but 
possibly an absence of teeth may have added to the tightness of her mouth. 
Nevertheless, Mrs Kirby seems to have valued the portraits, because she 
later asked Branwell to return to varnish them. 

Joseph Thackray's first partner was James Cousen, formerly a woollen 
draper who joined the firm of Rawson, Clayton & Cousen, coal merchants, 
and became one of Bradford's early Commissioners. He and his wife (née 
Mann) attended Horton Lane Chapel where their six sons and two daughters 
were baptised. They lived at Miry Shay, a fine 17th century house off 
Barkerend Road, and for a period at nearby Boldshay Hall. James Cousen 
died at Miry Shay in 1844, and his son, John, was born there in 1804. Maria 
Bramwell, writing from Woodhouse Grove School to her fiancé, the Rev. 
Patrick Brontë, in September 1812, said she had spent the day at Miry Shay. 
Shortly afterwards she wrote again saying that several families of 'Bradford 
folks' had visited Woodhouse Grove, and although she does not mention 
them by name it seems likely that the Cousens were in the party.' 

Of James Cousen's six sons several went into the quarrying business, 
Samuel becoming Joseph Thackray's partner, but two of the brothers were 
well known local artists, friends of Geller, Bentley and Branwell Brontë. 
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John Cousen was described by Butler Wood as 'one of the ablest landscape 
engravers of the century.. . a Turner engraver par excellence' , and he was of 
sufficient standing to be accorded an obituary notice in the Times. The 
frontispiece to John James's History & Topography of Bradford— a south-east 
view of the town - is an engraving by John Cousen from a drawing by 
Charles, his brother and pupil. 'Bierley Hall', in Scruton's Pen & Pencil 
Pictures, is also drawn by Charles but engraved by J.C. Bentley. A long list of 
the works of the two brothers, most of which appeared in Art Journals of the 
period, includes two engravings by Charles of simple cottage interiors, 
which I came across in an antiquarian bookshop - and now own. 

The 1841 Census shows that there were then sixteen houses in 
Brunswick Place and that many of the residents, including William Smith 
and John Milligan, were Scottish. These two were wool merchants, the 
latter being the brother of Robert Milligan, Bradford's first mayor, and later 
one of its M.P.s. From a modest start as a draper, Robert Milligan, in 
partnership with John Forbes, built up the firm of Milligan, Forbes & Co., 
becoming one of Bradford's most prosperous merchants. James Rennie, 
Robert's brother-in-law, also lived in Brunswick Place in the late 1830s. 
Other residents in 1841 included William Jackson, schoolmaster, John 
Caldwell, editor, and the Rev. J. Goodeve Miall, who was the first minister of 
Salem Congregational Chapel in Manor Row, a building now used as offices. 
On arriving in Bradford Mr Miall feared he would never endure the climate, 
saying later, '1 used to feel as if I would go mad', but he stayed for over forty 
years, becoming an active member of the Mechanics' Institute and a much 
respected minister and writer. His obituary in the Bradford Observer states 
that he loved archives, disliked visiting and had no particular gift for 
conversation .8 The list of mourners at Mr Miall's funeral in 1896 includes 
the names of persons who had been children living in Brunswick Place fifty 
years earlier. Mrs Miall, née Mackenzie, was the aunt of Sir Morell 
Mackenzie and great-aunt of the author Compton Mackenzie and actress 
Fay Compton. One of the Miall sons was the brilliant agnostic scientist, 
Louis Miall, of Leeds University, who as a young man was the first Curator 
and Secretary of Bradford Philosophical Society. Mr Miall's stepbrother, 
Edward Miall, who became M.P. for Bradford, was a leading campaigner for 
the disestablishment of Church from State. 

Salem Chapel opened in 1835 and among its first members were the 
Salts and Milligans - and Isaac Kirby, Branwell's former landlord, who was 
interred there, aged 44, in 1848. It was said that when the number of Salem 
Chapel places was increased in the 1840s, by putting the pews closer 
together, some of the old seat-holders resented the interference and left. 
One member of Salem Chapel was James Hammond, Joseph Thackray's 
son-in-law, whose little daughter's name is recorded in the 1839 interments. 
In 1841 this family consisted of the parents and four young girls, including 
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six-month old twins, and with them was Jane Murgatroyd, described as 
'Family Servant' but in fact Grace Hammond's sister. 

Among the many Deeds relating to the Cousen & Thackray quarries is 
one of 1823 recording the sale of land to Titus Salt of Hunslet and his son, 
Daniel, grandfather and father of Sir Titus, respectively.' The Salts had 
opened a small warehouse in Bradford in 1822 and came to live in North 
Parade, alongside Brunswick Place. In his life of Sir Titus Salt, Balgarnie, a 
personal friend, tells how Salt learned every aspect of the wool trade at 
Rouse's mill, mainly from two brothers, John and James Hammond. There 
is a note of intimacy in the episodes relating to the Hammonds, particularly 
the one in which Salt proposed that John Hammond should join him in his 
new venture. Hammond refused on the grounds that Rouse had always been 
good to him. Salt concluded, 'Well, John, I am going into this alpaca affair 
right and left, and I'll either make myselfa man or a mouse."° Mr Balgarnie 
added the information that both the Hammond brothers were remembered 
in Rouse's will, and this naturally led me to look into the Rouse bequest. 

William Rouse started a top-making business in Bradford in the 1780s, 
but it was not until 1815, when his son joined him in partnership, that the mill 
really flourished. In those early days they employed over fifteen hundred 
handcombers, who could be seen 

coming periodically to the mill from all the countryside, bringing 
the prepared material on donkeys and by other conveyances, most 
frequently on their own broad backs. 

John Rouse was described as 

a man of considerable business parts and was mainly instrumental 
in building up a connection which was regarded as about the largest 
and most important in the West Riding - the whole trade was in 
the hands of Rouse and two or three other firms." 

John Rouse died in 1838, predeceasing his father, and left £70,000 of 
which £2,000 and two annuities went to John Hammond and his wife Maria, 
'in testimony of my regard for him and in consideration of the unremitting 
exertions he has made in my service for a period of 20 years', and £1,000 to 
James Hammond, his good friend and general manager. There were also 
bequests of200 each to Kirkgate and Eastbrook Chapels. The Rouses are 
said to have been good employers, their motto being, 'Those who have 
helped us to get money shall help us enjoy it'. This may have applied at 
management level, but there is no evidence that the mill workers benefited. 
Rouse certainly helped to found a Friendly Society, but he was among those 
employers who met at the Sun Inn in 1825, during the woolcombers' strike, 
and agreed not to employ any comber who continued as a member of the 
Union. 
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W.E. Stamp said of John Rouse, 

His career as a Wesleyan Methodist was marked by a pious solici-
tude for the spiritual interests of his relatives, and by an anxious 
concern for the instruction and welfare of the children of the poor; 
for whom he provides a week-day and two Sabbath Schools. 

But Horace Hird contended that 'it was Mr Rouse and Mr Leather, owners of 
two of the largest mills in the district, who had such mistaken ideas about 
godliness and where it was lobe found'. Half-timers were threatened with 
dismissal unless they transferred from Wapping Road School to the Parish 
Church School.'3 John Rouse's epitaph at Kirkgate Chapel read, 
'DILIGENT IN BUSINESS, FERVENT IN SPIRIT, SERVING THE 
LORD'. The priorities are interesting. 

Balgarnie's book brought to light new facts which made it possible to 
trace earlier members of the Hammond family who attended the 
Congregational Chapel at Horton Lane. James Hammond's cousin was the 
innkeeper of the Market Tavern and father of Ezra Waugh Hammond, later 
Alderman of Bradford and Chairman of Yorkshire Brewers. Both families 
attended Salem Chapel and Ezra Waugh served an apprenticeship with 
Rouse & Co. Jonas Hammond of Round Thorn, Girlington - another of 
James's cousins - wrote a delightful account of the birth of unexpected twin 
sons to his grandparents in 1768. He provides a vivid picture of what this 
must have meant to a simple and hardworking couple who already had a 
large family and how the neighbours rallied to help them.'4 Twins are a 
recurring feature in the Hammond family - the deaths of Albert and 
Edward, infant sons of Joseph Hammond of Brunswick Place, were 
announced in the Bradford Observer in 1863. 

It seemed obvious that Joseph Thackray's legacy to his Hammond 
daughter and grandson was not due to any financial need on their part, 
because they had already received the Rouse bequest. This view was slightly 
modified, however, when I learnt that in the 1840s, after the death of old 
William Rouse, a long and costly Chancery suit, following a dispute between 
the three remaining Rouse brothers, caused the mill to be closed down for 
two years and created much distress among the hands. By order of the Court 
the mill was divided and auctioned in 1847, the larger part being knocked 
down to Titus Salt who, to everyone's surprise, was found to be simply 
bidding on behalf of William Rouse Junior. The mill once again flourished 
and James Hammond became William Rouse's partner. 

With so many Scottish people in Brunswick Place, it is not surprising 
that the new Scots Kirk with 700 sittings was built in 1840 in Simes Street, a 
continuation of Fountain Street and lying next to Brunswick Place. No 
doubt financial help came from local residents. Another development 
within haifa mile of the quarry was the building, in 1843, of the new Bradford 
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Infirmary for 60 in-patients, a replacement for the much smaller premises in 
Dailey Street, but it was soon found to be inadequate for the needs of the 
growing population.'5 Nine years later Undercliffe Cemetery, a private 
burial ground for the élite of Bradford was opened. It was used not only for 
interment but as a place where 'the quality', like the people of Brunswick 
Place, could promenade at their leisure. 

By 1851 the number of residents in Brunswick Place had grown to 134, 
almost double the count taken ten years earlier, with an increase of only five 
more houses. Nearly all the households had one family servant, and some 
had two. Most of the men were 'in wool', either as worsted spinners, 
manufacturers, woolstaplers, wool dealers or drapers. The only women in 
paid employment, apart from servants, were dressmakers, milliners and 
shop assistants, who were part of their employers' households, at a time 
when large drapers' shops in Bradford were open 8a.m. to 9p.m., Monday to 
Friday, and till midnight on Saturday. The majority of households in 
Brunswick Place in 1851 consisted of people born outside Bradford, an 
indication of the extent of immigration. One of these was William Addison, 
clerk to the Railway Goods Department, born in Cumberland, whose eldest 
son, aged 19, was a guard. This is a reminder that the railway had arrived in 
Bradford in 1846 and that its employees were expected to be mobile - Mr 
Addison's eleven children were born in Manchester, Hull, Brighouse and 
Leeds. 

The Bradford Eye and Ear Institution, which opened in 1857 at 25 
Brunswick Place, had its origin in a small private dispensary run by Dr 
Edward Bronrser. Subscriptions from a number of prominent local people 
enabled a committee to rent the new premises in order to give 'gratuitous 
advice' to the poor, suffering from diseases of the eye and ear, and Dr 
Bronner became the first Medical Officer. Since the 1861 Census shows the 
residents as Sarah Overend (nurse) and Thomas Eveleith (born Devonshire) 
her only patient, it seems that the Institution catered mainly for out-
patients, and the premises soon became inadequate. They were replaced by 
a new building in Hallfield Road - the Bradford Eye and Ear Hospital - in 
which much pioneer work was done, particularly towards prevention of 
blindness at birth. The move took place in 1865 and the house in Brunswick 
Place became an Industrial Home for Orphan Girls, taking in sixteen girls 
orphaned by an explosion at Oaks Colliery, Barnsley. Its purpose was to 
receive friendless girls and train them for domestic service. This large house 
was probably the one listed in 1845 as John Gamble's Factory School and in 
1871 as a Servants' Registry Office. 

On the 1871 Census there was no sign of the Hammond family, which 
had been the focus of my interest in Brunswick Place. They had lived there 
for thirty years and at two periods had a married daughter next door at No.14, 
but now they had gone. The will of James Hammond showed that he had 
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died in 1867, leaving £60,000 and naming his only son, Joseph, chief legatee, 
with substantial bequests to his widow, four married daughters and his 
youngest unmarried daughter. Emily, whose educational costs had to be 
met. (One of the witnesses to the will was William Scruton, the well-known 
local historian, then a solicitor's clerk). The will revealed the names of his 
four sons-in-law, all of whom proved to be wool merchants. In spite of their 
Congregational upbringing all four daughters were married at four different 
fashionable Anglican churches in Bradford, Ilkley, Bolton Abbey and 
Calverley - examples of what Dr Binfield aptly described as, 'marriages 
which united pews and fortunes as well as hearts'. 16 

Thomas Jane 
Murgatroyd 

Joseph Thackray 

Grace ns. James Hammond 

Martha Ellen Besey Sarah Jane Joseph Emily 

John C. Ramsden Joseph Hammond Wm Fox E.D.A Marriner Annie Thos L Reman 

The families of all four in-laws, which were easy to find, provided 
further points of interest. At t.Jndercliffe Cemetery, alongside the main 
promenade, stands a tall obelisk to Alderman John Ramsden and his family, 
including his son, John Carter Ramsden of Gristhorpe Hall, Filey, husband 
of the eldest Hammond daughter, Martha. Alderman Ramsden died at 
Scarborough in 1867 and according to his obituary, 'he was a man of good 
natural powers but had few early advantages, he learnt the valuable lesson 
that self-cultivation is better than houses and land.' 

Jane Hammond, one of the twins, married Edward D.A. Marriner of 
Greengates Mill, Keighley - magistrate, councillor and, in 1885, Mayor of 
Keighley. This family is well documented, partly because Benjamin Flesher 
Marriner, Edward's father, developed the highly successful mill and married 
the heiress of the Litter family of Frizinghall. He and his bachelor brother, 
William, seem to have been successful in all they touched, which included 
among other things founding a Savings Bank and the Keighley Brass Band. 
But the other side of the story is the extraordinary family feud between 
Benjamin's two sons, Edward and his elder brother, William, which led to a 
complete severance of relations and a physical division of the mill .'7 

By the 1860s the character of Brunswick Place was changing. A Road 
Improvement map of 1867 Showed that No.22 was to be knocked down, 
enabling Infirmary Street to lead directly off Brunswick Place. In 1871 a 
solicitor and his eight children were living in the Hammond's old house at 
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No.16 and with him was Harry Harrison, his son-in-law, a comedian, for 
Pullan's Music Hall had opened in Brunswick Place in 1867 and several of the 
households now had 'artists' and 'vocalists' lodging with them. The Music 
Hall was a large wooden building 120 feet long by 72 feet wide holding 3000 
people and producing 'respectable shows' for the skilled working class. But 
it is unlikely to have been approved by the even more respectable residents 
ofthe area.'8 A few surviving programmes reveal that the artists were mostly 
vocalists, comic or serb-comic, with the occasional more exotic performer, 
like 'Mons. Grovini', contortionist; 'Mons. Leroni', boneless wonder and 
man with iron jaw; 'Messrs. Henri and Charlan', clowns and gymnasts and 
'Mme. Colonna' and her troupe of Parisian dancers. Two of the vocalists 
shown in a programme - Joseph and Marie Taaff— were actually living in 
Brunswick Place at the time of the 1871 Census. Henry Pullan, proprietor, 
and his son Christopher, manager, lived at No.14 Brunswick Place and their 
graves are in lindercliffe Cemetery. In 1877 the first Salvation Army 
meeting in Bradford was held in Pullan's Music Hall, and in spite of much 
opposition over 600 people were converted in the first year of the Army's 
campaign. In 1881 Henry Pullan was before the magistrates concerning the 
matter of another exit in case of fire, 'there being only one large door, at the 
side, of 91t and wooden buildings nearby which if they caught fire would 
prove a source of danger'. Eight years later these fears were confirmed when 
the building was burnt down in what were described as mysterious 
circumstances, but by then it had become vacant. 

The filling-in of Coppy Quarry, which had become a dangerous 
nuisance, enabled the Music Hall to be built on the site, but the waste 
ground around it was still called Coppy Quarry and the 1871 Census showed 
that living on it were James Walsh, born Ireland, and wife, with their 
travelling shooting gallery. The waste ground continued to be used for 
travelling fairs, and Chris Thompson's travelling circus came for the winter 
months about 1916-1919. Later it was used for an open market known as the 
Quack Market. When in 1960 the foundations were laid for the new Car Park 
and Supermarket there were many problems to overcome 'not the least 
being due to the fact that the site was previously the old Coppy Quarry which 
was some lOOft deep and filled with loose material'— strong enough for Mr 
Pullan's light wooden building but providing no firm base for twentieth 
century shoppers and their cars.'9 

In 1877 the Quakers decided to build a new Meeting House fronting on 
Fountain Street and going right through to Brunswick Place but the site was 
described as 'a peculiar one for such a valuable range of premises'. At the 
opening celebrations 'Messrs Davis and Gilpin of the Post Office made 
experiments with the latest wonder, the telephone, which was fairly 
successful in a circuit of about a quarter ofa mile' and 'Mr Bottomley gave a 
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magic lantern entertainment to the young people'. In addition 'the large 
schoolroom was fitted with carpeting of crimson cloth and tables covered 
with green baize by Messrs C. Pratt and Son'. Christopher Pratt's still stands 
in Rawson Road, once Brunswick Place. The former Quaker Meeting House 
'a chaste, ample and substantial building in Italian style', by Lockwood and 
Mawson, is now Gatsbys Night Club - a strange transformation. 20 

An undated Guide to Bradford - probably circa 1920— shows Victoria 
House, Brunswick Place, advertising Turkish Baths, with the information 
that Thursday was reserved for ladies only, and a wing was for 'commercial 
gentlemen and others staying temporarily in the city who may have baths 
free of charge'. It was a corner house in a terraced street, and when in the 
Bradford Archives I came across a Sale Notice dated 1881 concerning the 
property in Brunswick Place and Simes Street 'rented at £30 p.a. by Mr 
Fawthrop Fyrth M.R.C.V.S', I felt sure that this was the same building. A 
Directory of 1880-8t shows John Fawthrop Fyrth, 18 Brunswick Place, with a 
shop in Northgate and owning houses in Northgate and Thornton. He was a 
grandson of Dr. Fawthrop Fyrth of Thornton and the son of Thomas 
Fawthrop Fyrth, who was also a vet, referred to by Burnley as one 'who 
mends broken bones, the maimed and the halt coming thither in large 
numbers, especially on market days '.2' Thomas, who had been apprenticed 
to his father, the doctor, could deal with both animals and humans. He was a 
prominent Conservative and gave his walking-stick to Randolph Churchill - 
by such strange deeds are we remembered. The Fyrth family grave is at 
Undercliffe, and as John's daughter, Mrs Pownall, was a masseuse, it seems 
likely that it was she who ran the Turkish Baths. 

Initially, I overlooked some words in very small print on the Sale 
Notice, 'by the will of the late Mrs Grace Sutcliffe'. On checking the Census 
lists I found that there were two Sutcliffes living in Brunswick Place in 1851, 
one a bachelor, the other with a wife called Sarah. The Index of Wilts 
at Wakefield showed that Mrs Grace Sutcliffe of No.2 Oak Villas, 
Manningham, had died in May 1881 and that her executors were Abraham 
Best, woolstapler, and Frederick Shaw Harwood, bookkeeper - the same 
two men who had executed James Hammond's will in 1867. The will proved 
to be a most interesting and personal document. This was indeed Grace 
Hammond, née Thackray, now Sutcliffe, who died leaving a personal estate 
of £8000. She detailed the contents of each room in bequests to her 
daughters and her son, including portraits in oil ofMr Rouse and Mr and Mrs 
Hammond, but one daughter, Sarah Fox, simply received £25 in lieu of 
furniture, and all her underclothing. Perhaps Sarah had all the furniture she 
needed. 

Grace's second husband emerged as Samuel Sutcliffe, the married 
neighbour of twenty years earlier. He was a wool merchant who owned 
Valley Mills and for three years a local Councillor. He was also a devout 
Congregationalist who in the early days of Salem Chapel had fitted up a 
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room at Valley Mill for a Sunday School. 22 Samuel left £14,000 and two 
houses in Manningham, the tenant of one of them being a former resident of 
Brunswick Place, Andrew McKean, whose portrait was one of those painted 
by John Sowden and now at Boiling Hall. Samuel Sutcliffe's property went 
to his children but he made no mention of Grace. The marriage between 
Samuel Sutcliffe and Grace Hammond took place in Scarborough in 1871, 
the ceremony being performed by the minister of South Cliff Congrega-
tional Church, none other than the Rev. Robert Balgarnie. The two wit-
nesses were Martha Balgarnie and Jane Murgatroyd, the minister's wife and 
the bride's sister. Clearly Mr Balgarnie knew both the Salts and the 
Hammonds well, for John and Maria Hammond, legatees of John Rouse, 
retired to Scarborough and no doubt talked to him while he was writing his 
life of Salt. Their daughter, Mary, died in 1866, while staying with her Uncle 
James and Aunt Grace in Brunswick Place, so the ties between these 
brothers seem to have remained close. South Cliff Church, designed by 
Lockwood and Mawson, and opened by Salt, was described as the 'Congre-
gational Cathedral of the North'. It appears that Grace, like her daughters, 
chose marriage in a fashionable church .23 When in 1984 1 visited Scar-
borough and asked in a newsagent's shop for directions to the Congrega-
tional or United Reformed Church, the reply was 'I don't know about those 
but I can direct you to what we call Balgarnie's Church'. Nearly a century 
after Mr Balgarnie left his ministry in Scarborough his name lives on. 

The 1881 Census showed that only two residents had lived in 
Brunswick Place longer than ten years and both had changed their 
occupations, one from groom to gardener, the other, who was the only 
remaining Scotsman in the road, had been a draper but was now a wine 
salesman. There were a large number of vocalists, three comedians and 
several musicians. Such people as remained from the wool trade were no 
longer merchants but a draper's traveller, a cloth miller, a mantle maker, an 
upholsterer, a warp dresser and a woollen waste dealer. Most of the houses 
were shared, and though as a result of demolition the number of houses was 
reduced, the residents had increased to 155 compared with 79 forty years 
earlier. The street had clearly come down in the world. Many of the former 
residents had moved out to Manningham, among whom was Grace 
Sutcliffe, living at 2 Oak Villas, where she died a few weeks after the 1881 
Census was taken. With her during the Census were her Sister, Jane 
Murgatroyd; her son, Joseph Hammond, aged 38, retired iron founder; her 
granddaughter, Grace Ramsden, 25, 'companion', and a cook and a 
housemaid. When seen in 1983 her house was falling into decay, but No.2 
Oak Villas is now converted into flats, and much altered from the 
comfortable semi-detached house with an attractive frontage formerly 
hidden behind trees. But the quiet, tree-lined road near the park remains as 
it was in the days when Grace and the Town Clerk and many German 
merchants lived there. 24 From the details given in her will it is possible to 
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visualize the interior of Grace Sutcliffe's house 

the four post mahogany bedstead and bedding in the bedroom over 
the drawing room (known as my bedroom), the iron bedstead and 
bedding with crimson curtains in the bedroom over the kitchen, 
the time piece upon the dining room mantle shelf made by J. 
Vassali, the dark oak table under the window in the dressing room 
upstairs, the invalid couch by Robinson of Ilkley, the hat stand 
with marble top, the piano chiffonier and ornaments on top 

Jane Murgatroyd outlived her sister by ten years, having had valvular 
disease of the heart for twenty years. Her death was reported by her niece - 

actually a great-niece - Ida Fox, and she is described as 'wife of Charles 
Murgatroyd, a commercial clerk'. Jane and her husband were living in the 
same house at her death, in spite of the fact that at every census she appears 
to have been with her sister Grace. 

In the lovely little village of Gristhorpe, near Filey, stands the fine-
looking hall belonging to the Beswick family, but once occupied by Grace's 
eldest daughter, Martha Ramsden, and her family. On the 1881 Census for 
Scarborough and Filey, Martha Ramsden had with her her son, 'a sailor's 
mate, seaman', three of her four daughters and their governess, a cook and a 
housemaid. Her husband is described as 'Inventor pure science'. The Index 
at the Patents Library, Bradford, showed that J. Carter Ramsden had 
patented inventions regularly for thirty years, all relating to mill machines. 

Samuel Sutcliffe died in Bradford in 1871, only five months after their 
marriage, but Grace was in Scarborough for the Census taken shortly before 
the wedding. She was located at Mount Royd Villa with a young visitor from 
Bradford - Alice Beaumont - and a cook and housemaid. Next door at 
Mount Royd Cottage was Mr Cordingley, born in Bradford, and describing 
himself as 'coachman to Mr Hammond'. The Balgarnie family were in the 
neighbourhood and so, unexpectedly, were Jane and Charles Murgatroyd 
with two visitors from Bradford, Charles Murgatroyd's twenty-year-old 
niece, and Ida Fox, aged eleven months. 

Facts are still coming to light about Grace's daughters. Emily, who was 
her mother's companion at the time of her father's death, remained in 
Bradford. She married Thomas Leavens Renton, a woolstapler, and the 
deaths of two small daughters - one at Scarborough - are recorded in the 
Bradford Observer. Emily and her husband are interred in Scholemoor 
Cemetery, with the inscription 'In death they are not divided'. They died in 
1920 and 1921 and Emily's will proved as interesting as her mother's. She too 
had lovingly listed all her treasures - the clocks, pictures, piano and even the 
fish carvers. One of the properties mentioned is 'the house left me by my 
late mother Grace Sutcliffe, 2 Oak Villas'. But more personally interesting 
are her references to 'the photo of my boys' left to her son Thomas, one of 
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her seven children; 'the pieces of plate presented to me by Bradford 
Thespian Society'; 'the portrait in oils of my father and mother' left to her 
daughter, Alice Hammond Anderton, and a photograph of her parents left to 
her daughter, Mabel Marian Barnard (or Bernhard). There is a likelihood 
that these portraits are still cherished by someone in Bradford. 

It proved possible to follow up the references to the Thespian Society 
even though there are only two small books of Rules and List of Members 
relating to the Society, in Bradford Library. They cover the years 1888 and 
1889 and show that a member of the Ladies' Committee was Mrs T. Leavens 
Renton. The Ladies' duties, apart from assisting the Gentlemen's 
Committee, were to control all questions relating to lady performers, 
including dress, and to appoint at least two chaperons to attend rehearsals. 
Among the long list of members several things are noticeable; the very high 
proportion of German names and the many family memberships - often as 
many as four or five from one family. Almost all Grace Sutcliffe's 
neighbours in Oak Villas are there, including the Town Clerk, and there are 
at least eighteen relations of Emily Renton. 

My interest initially centred round one family and the area in which 
they lived, and the members gradually emerged as individuals who 
unconsciously reflected their times. Those early residents of Brunswick 
Place shared with John Hammond a life whose 'unremitting exertions' for 
their employers and their chapels brought material rewards, but even when 
they moved to larger houses in Manníngham their way of life does not 
appear to have altered drastically. They remained a close-knit group 
attached to a few nonconformist chapels, enjoying their holidays at 
Scarborough, which for them was 'Bradford-by-the-sea', and many 
remained neighbours to the end of their days. Unlike some of the early 
industrialists they were not spendthrift but 'careful and prudent in 
management and business' like the successful Robert Milligan. 25 Their 
absorption in work and religion is well illustrated in the Holden family 
letters, where references to combs and foils vie with phrases like 'the throne 
of grace' and 'the crown of life'. Even after retirement Angus Holden could 
write, 'It seems that when I come within sound of our dear old combing 
machines, the old passion comes over me and I Cannot keep aloof'. They 
were equally - and passionately - at home in both worlds. Their values and 
way of life are foreign to us, but it is perhaps the strangeness of it all that 
intrigues us, as the continental names did the music-hall audiences. 

The emergence of Bradford as a leading textile town was greatly 
helped by the close personal ties of its most important families, through 
marriages which owed as much to the women as the men. Men pass on a 
name, and sometimes money, but women pass on traditions and 
occasionally much-prized possessions. It was the women in this story who 
made Brunswick Place come alive for me, and with it the realization that the 
history of 19th century Bradford has been told too often through its men. 
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SHETCLIFFE IN NORTH BIERLEY 

George Redinonds 

Shetcliffe I-la!! in North Bierley lay to the south-west ofTong Street, at 
thejunction ofToftshaw Lane and Shetcliffe Lane. The name Shetcliffe has 
a history of some 400 years, and can be attributed to a man called William 
Shirtcliffe, who in 1571 married Beatrice Thornton of Tyersal. This was 
Beatrice's second marriage: she was the daughter of Henry Tempest ofTong 
and had previously married William Thornton, the lord of the manor of 
Tyersal.' 

After 1579 the name of William Shirtcliffe occurred with great 
frequency in local documents, once or twice in disputes over land in the 
neighbourhood. In 1584, for example, in a complaint concerning the 
commons of Tong manor, there was a reference to 'xvijd yet unpaid tome 
William Shirtcliffe'.' There are also several deeds for the year 1588 which 
show that some of his property lay close to Tong Street, where further 
enclosure of the moor was taking place. A grant by Richard Tempest to 
Roger Pollard of Newhall clearly defined the lessee's land as lying in North 
Bierley 'next to the barn of William Shirtliffe', while a grant to Thomas 
Stead, in the same year, mentioned 'one messuage in North Bierley, now or 
late in the occupation of Christopher Stead and William Shirclife.'3 Aline of 
1590 records William Shertcliffe's purchase from John Cordingley and 
others of houses and cottages in North Bierley and Farsley.4 

Despite this clear link with North Bierley, it is unlikely that William 
was actually living there in that period, for articles of agreement drawn up in 
1587, between him and Richard Tempest ofTong, described him as 'William 
Scirtclyffe of Tyersall'.' Similarly, in 1591, a document of the Steads, 
indemnifying William Pollard and Stephen Cordingley from any claim by 
William Shirtcliffe, also referred to him as 'of Tyersal 1,.6 

There is some evidence though, to suggest that William moved to 
North Bierley soon afterwards, possibly when Beatrice's son, Richard, took 
over the running of the Tyersall estate. In 1598, and again in 1599, when his 
name was linked with that of Richard Tempest of Tong, he was said to be of 

North Bierley. His given status, both in Tyersal and North Bierley, was that 
of 'gentleman'.7 

I do not yet know the year in which William Shirtcliffe died, but it 
seems certain to have been after 1613 when the post mortem inquisition of 
Richard Tempest states that he held 'one cottage and one acre' on Bradford 
Moor. What also seems likely is that his family's claim to the property in 
North Bierley was contested after his death. This emerges in a letter of 
c.1630, written by Henry Bannister of Ackworth to Henry Fairfax, who was in 
charge of the Tong estate during the minority of Henry Tempest. After the 
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usual preliminaries Bannister wrote, 

being geaven to understand that you are desirous to knowe whether 
Mr Shertclife deceased had any assurance of some twoe Acres 
in Tonge neare unto his house in North bireley, the truth is ... 
have seen such a Deede firmelie sealed and Executed according to 
lawe. 

He further stated that there were 'men yet livinge which weare all the 
execucion thereof'. It is far from clear what the dispute was about, but 
Bannister's claim was that both he and his wife had 'bene sued for the 
Evidence conserninge the said landes by one Thomas Shirtcliffe, ever since 
the death ofthe said William'. He ended the letter by assuring Henry Fairfax 
that he would be able to provide him with all the necessary evidence when 
he visited Ackworth.9 

The same document illustrates how the place-name was developing, 
for on its reverse side are written the words 'Shirtliffes 2 closes'. Shortly 
afterwards, in the court rolls of Tong manor for 1650, land in the possession 
of Thomas Hirst was said to lie 'between Shirtlife lane and the more', i.e. 
Tong Moor,'° whilst in a description of Tong's boundaries for the year 1688, 
the dividing line ran from 'the closes adjoining unto North Bierley.. . unto 
Shirtcliffe house, and from thence over the Monckhills'." It was doubtless 
this house which later became known as Shetcliffe Hall. 

Once this origin of the North Bierley place-names has been 
established, a linguistic explanation is possible, for the Shirtcliffes derived 
their family name from the Sheffield hamlet of Shirecliffe, meaning 'bright, 
steep slope'.'2 Shetcliffe is merely one more spelling variation to add to 
those shown in the documents quoted above. 
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'EVERYONE HAS A STORY TO TELL': 

The Bradford Heritage Recording Unit and the value of 

oral history 

Robert Perks 

I worked there eight year in the spinning, and then I got finished. 
I'd to go down to Nelson Street you know, to the dole office, and 
I'd to go appear in front of a Court of Referees. So I went down, 
and I walked in this room, and there was about six men sat round 
a long table, and they were asking me questions you know, and I 
told them what the foreman had said like: that he was damn well 
fed up of me asking him for a rise you see. So the Chairman of 
the Board he said, "Well, I think it's a case of this man's got too 
old for the job and they've put somebody in younger for less 
wage". And I'd no trouble getting my dole then you see. If they'd 
have gone against me I'd have to wait six week before I got any-
thing, and I were married then, and we had a youngster, a little 
girl. Drawing the dole in those days was terrible. There were 
crowds and crowds. It was shocking. And the clerks behind the 
counter, they were very clever, you know. Because I was there one 
day, and er . . . there was one chap got to the counter in front of 
me, and this clerk got right clever with him. I thought he were 
going to jump over the counter to him, and he said to him, he 
said to the clerk, "Do you know", he said, "if it wasn't for us", he 
said, "you'd be out of work". Aye. Oh they were, they were terrible. 
You couldn't get ajob nowhere in them days, it was shocking) 

This was the experience of one Bradfordian in the 1920's, and one may 
be forgiven for thinking that little has changed. Its importance, however, lies 
as much in the way it is related as in what it tells us. It is an example of the 
continuing strength of the oral or spoken tradition in our society and 
underlines how much we need the experiences of older citizens in order to 
construct a picture of Bradford's past and also to understand its present state. 
As anyone knows who has sought to find out how ordinary people lived fifty 
or a hundred years ago, not only is there a dearth of written or documentary 
sources but what there is suffers from being written 'from above', often by 
officials with axes to grind, deadlines to meet, or bosses to serve. Even more 
recent academic historians have tended to neglect the wealth of 
information, feeling and atmosphere contained in the oral testimony of the 
older generation, and are only belatedly and reluctantly accepting the 
spoken word as a valid historical source .2 

Since September 1983, The Bradford Heritage Recording Unit 
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(BHRU), by giving ordinary people an opportunity to express on tape their 
own history in their own words, has sought to redress the balance, away from 
'great events and great people', towards an acceptance that everyone has a 
story to tell and that even seemingly unimportant details may be of great 
interest to historians. At its best oral history is the ultimate democratic and 
participatory form of community history -  an entirely new discipline and an 
end in itself. It can enliven classroom history; form the basis for 
reminiscence-therapy with the elderly; stimulate cultural awareness, and 
enable each and everyone to be more conscious of their past, so they may to 
some extent shape their own destiny. 

There is nothing strictly new about oral history: historians of repute 
like Macaulay, Engels, the Webbs and Rowntree all utilised eye-witness 
accounts3, and in African and Asian societies the oral tradition remains a 
more popular and pervasive form of history than the documentary or written 
form, which has gained undue reverence in Western societies over the past 
two hundred years, despite the fact that it is as fallible as the spoken word. 
Indeed, one of the most frequently misplaced criticisms of oral history is 
that it relies on memory, which, by its very nature, is sometimes confused 
and unreliable, as this extreme example from an interview with a 
Bradfordian born in 1892 indicates: 

Q. Can you remember about the house you were born in? 

A. Oh, I remember nowt. Only just to say my mother used to tell 
me what were there. 

Q. Which house can you remember living in first? 

A. Oh I don't know. I've no memory love that way.4 

No-one would deny the vagaries of memory, particularly its power to 
distort the role an individual has played in life, and its tendency to 
'telescope' events, but these inaccuracies are also evident in written forms of 
history. Crucially however, oral history does not seek to establish a 
definitive version ofan event or experience on the basis ofa single person's 
memory, rather it aims to build a historical jigsaw from a larger number of 
different memories gathered together. Indeed it is often the case that an 
elderly person's long-term memory is significantly more accurate and vivid 
than the short-term memory. Thus the SHRU's extensive textile project, 
which conducted around 200 interviews covering every facet of mill life from 
employers through overlookers and weavers, to bobbin-liggers, collected on 
tape a comprehensive view of the industry that had not previously been 
recorded nor written down in any form.5 What emerged was a history not of 
wages and hours so much as relationships, feelings and conditions both 
inside and outside the mill. Most remarkable was not how people's 
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memories of mill life differed, but how closely they coincided. Above all the 
infinite variety of atmosphere and language in the industry was conveyed in 
a vibrant and authentic way that the written word can never hope to compete 
with: 

And so she took me that Monday afternoon at quarter-past-one and 
I can remember going up in a hoist and a man pulling it with 
ropes. Not like the hoists today you know, it were pulled by 
ropes, and handed me over to the overlooker. And when all the 
machines went on I just nearly, I was petrified, absolutely petrified. 
I mean a room with about fifty machines in, and they all went on, 
I just felt as though I was going to collapse where I was you see. 
I was only thirteen of course. Anyway, my father warned me, he 
said "Now don't go for t'glass hammer", so he warned me this you 
see, but instead I went for the leather oil can. We started at six o' 
clock in the morning, while half-past eight, and then we had break-
fast at half-past eight till nine, and then from nine o'clock then till 
half-past-twelve. And then we started again at quarter-past-one 
until quarter-past five. No breaks in between you know. And I used 
to have to sit on the floor to have my dinner, and I used to put my 
coat down and have a lay down and have forty winks because I was 
tired. I was a doffer, what they call a doffer then. It were all right 
of a job ... (laughs) . . . But I can remember my first week's wage, 
my mother kissing it. I can always remember her kissing it . 

(laughs) ... Funny that, isn't it? 

Apart from enabling us to eavesdrop on history itself, by directly 
sharing in the feelings and memories of people as they were actually 
experienced, oral history can also give us additional information about the 
way people lived. The following extracts, both from Bradford in the 1930s, 
are cases in point. The first, from an interview with a midwife, tells us a great 
deal about sexual mores and attitudes: the second is a moving description of 
life on the dole. 

I once attended a girl and she had been working that day, she'd 
been to work, and she came home from work and, er . . . apparently 
all right, and her mother went out as she came in, to the pictures, 
and her father said . . . he thought she wasn't so well. And he said 
"Aren't you, aren't you so well love"? And he were a bit suspicious. 
And he says "Is there anything you want to tell me"? And she says 
"No". And he says, "Well, go lie down", and she went upstairs to 
lie down, according to him, and er . . . eventually she came down 
and she had the baby in her hands, and she'd worked up to then. 
She had the baby in her hands and she says to him "Look what 
I've got". (Laughs) ... He fainted, and anyway she got on the 
settee and when he pulled himself together he rang for the doctor, 
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and the doctor rang me, and said "Will you come"? because he 
would never go on his own, you know . . But anyway that girl 
was all right, and to this day she, she would never tell anybody 
who the father was, and her mother coaxed her, then she called 
her, she did everything . . . threatened her, but nobody to this day 
knows. And she had intended to get rid of the baby, she'd got a 
suitcase, she'd bought a new case, and in the case was sheets of 
brown paper and string, and she'd intended to do away with the 
baby but once it was born she couldn't you see. And she loved that 
baby, so much so that you could hardly take it off her to bath it or 
do anything with it.' 

******** 

I signed on at Nelson Street in Bradford and after my six months 
was up of drawing my dole, I'd no money at all so I went to the 
Board of Guardians, and they sent me to the Workhouse at 
Bowling. And you'd to parade there . . . a fellow told me . . . he 
told me at Usher Street, "Don't forget", he says. "Go clean, when 
you go - wherever you get sent to". Little did I realise that I'd be 
inspected properly, like, and at nine o'clock lined up facing the 
Workhouse Master's house, which is still there today, at Bowling 
Colony. Big house, it was. They called him Mr. R., and he came 
out, a very smart man, walked down the line, inspected us, looked 
at us shoes to see if we were clean. "Righto", he says. And then a 
chap . . . happen a Superintendent he was, I think, he'd give you 
your jobs. "Righto. You go with the gardener, you go with the 
joiner, you go with the electrician, you go in the workhouse and 
help to wash up in the kitchens and that". 

And we got this voucher, three and sixpence, twice a week. And 
all you could have on it was margarine, sugar, tea, eggs and jam. 
You couldn't have no butter, no cigarettes, nothing like that at all 
you know. No fish, no bacon. 

Q. Did you have to go and get them from a particular place? 

No, they all took them at that time, you know. Such as Driver's, 
and Lion Stores. But I . . . it felt a bit degrading, you know, 
going in and giving them this voucher, because automatically they 
knew, you know, what . . . 'Hello, hello', you know . . . and it 
seemed a bit degrading. 8 

Apart from helping to plug such obvious gaps in our knowledge of the 
past as personal relationships, oral history has a major contribution to make 
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in women's history and in charting the long history of immigration to 
Bradford. In both instances there is a paucity of documentation, and in the 
case of women's history oral testimony has been an essential tool in revising 
that version of history written mainly by men for men, in which women 
figure only incidentally. Elizabeth Roberts' recent book based on interviews 
with working women in the north-west, firmly re-establishes women as the 
mainstay of the 20th century family.' Taped memories in Bradford similarly 
chart graphically the lot of working women: 

This is before the war like, when we had nowt. My granny only 
had ten shilling pension, so my granny used to go out about four 
o'clock at morning to knock all the tram drivers up. And then she 
used to come back about half past five, and then my mother used 
to get up. Well we always had a bed downstairs because my grand-
ma was a diabetic and she was always ill. And then when my 
mother used to get up at half-past-five I used to get up with her, 
and when they come downstairs we had gaslight, but we couldn't 
afford pennies for the gas, so what my granny used to do we either 
had a candle or we'd a paraffin lamp, and then I used to get in 
her bed till it was time for school. Then my mother went out 
knocking up from say half-past-five up to about quarter-to-seven 
then she'd have summat to eat then go, go into the combing till 
five o' . . . from seven o'clock in the morning. Then she used to 
come home for dinner, because it was just at the bottom of the 
street where we lived, she used to come home for dinner, and then 
had three-quarters-of-an-hour for dinner. Then she used to go back 
and then she used to stay there while five, and then . . , this is 
before the war like when they were on three days a week.'° 

From the outset it was a main aim of the BHRU to record the 
experiences of immigrant groups that came to Bradford during the past 
century. We talked to Germans and Italians who came early in the century; 
to those Eastern Europeans (notably the Ukrainians, Poles and Yugoslays), 
who came as European Volunteer Workers or Displaced Persons between 
1945 and 1950; to Italians and West Indians who came in the early 1950's to 
find work; and latterly to the Asian and Vietnamese communities. Some of 
the problems we encountered like language difficulties, and the suspicions 
entertained by those being interviewed, have been discussed elsewhere." 
But the Unit was fortunate to be able to build on close contacts with the 
communities themselves, to establish one of the most important sound 
archives in the country of the immigrant experience. 12 A taste of the 
uniqueness of the 250 or so interviews can be found in the following 
contrasting extracts, the first from a second generation Italian lady born in 
Bradford in 1896, remembering the Italian community before 1914, the 
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second from a first generation Sikh man who arrived in Bradford from the 
Punjab in 1959. 

Well they came over you see because they couldn't make no ends, 
no ends, and then when they knew that they had people over here 
working, and they were sending for them. They said "Come over 
here, you can earn a living doing this and doing that", you know, 
because Italians were very clever in doing things you know. They 
could work, they could sew, make things, they were . . . some of 
them were real in woodwork, you know, they used to do a lot of 
woodwork, and so they started coming over here, and that's why 
they all got together. But some of them, if they couldn't make a 
living, they'd get a little cart, make it up, put a little sort of wooden 
thing on the top, and start cooking chestnuts and, er . . roast 
potatoes or, 000h, they'd do anything really to make a living you 
know. And Mr. Mollicone, he had a cage and birds and an organ. 
He used to have an organ with a big cage on the top of the front of 
the organ, and he used to have two birds there. If anybody wanted 
their fortune telling, he'd have a long stick, get a bird out, pull a 
drawer out, and all these tickets used to come out and the bird 
would just pull one out and give it to the lady, and charge sixpence 
you know. Now did I tell you Montelano? He come, he cooked, 
Montelano . . . he was a lovely man, he came from Milano, and he, 
he were right clever in cooking Italian spaghetti. So when the 
hotels, big hotels, got to know about him in Bradford, they used to 
send a note up, a little letter saying "Could you come down and 
cook for us, such a course"? you know. And he'd go down with a 
big apron you know, right nice, serene, and he'd go and cook this. 
Well that's what he did, but he never went out with the organs. 13 

Q. How did you feel about coming to Britain? 
A. Well I wanted to come because I knew my father was here. I 
was missing him, but also it was an adventure to me because it 
was a different thing altogether, and people used to talk about it, 
so to me it was a, it was a really exciting thing to happen. In 
them days, because the people that came here obviously were 
earning at that time, to them, decent money, it sounded like as if 
it was a prospect place you know, so it appeared. The impression 
that people got was that if you went there you, you'd get rich, 
which isn't all that straight, is it? It's not like that. 

Q. What were your first impressions of Britain when you came 
here? 

A. The only thing that seems to stick in my mind is that . . . at 
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first it was the colour. You all looked the same to me at that time. 
I can remember saying to my father "How come they're all the 
same colour? It's very difficult to tell". And that's, that's the first 
thing I noticed. I said everybody . . . I heard that there was white 
people but seeing them was, was a sort of, like a shock to me 
From what I can remember, there was a complete change. It just 
felt like as if you're having a dream and then you wake up and it's 
something completely different. I couldn't really sort of compare it, 
because everything I did or touched and the way I lived and the 
way I did everything you know, and the daily routine was different, 
so everything had more or less become a complete flip of a coin.'4 

Again what was remarkable about the interviews collected was the 
number of common parallels of immigrant experience in Bradford, whether 
patterns of settlement (for example White Abbey, Leeds Road and 
Manningham), the quality of housing (generally poor), or the nature of 
employment (usually the lower end of the textile industry)." 

In its first year the BHRU, funded by the Manpower Services 
Commission and Bradford Metropolitan Council, sought merely to build an 
archive of taped interviews, which could be made available for public 
reference via the Library service, and which could form the basis of 
exhibition material for the Museum service. To this end the emphasis has 
been on producing verbatim transcripts of as many of the interviews as 
possible, together with detailed summary sheets and a full catalogue (shortly 
to be computerised). It rapidly became clear that such a narrow brief was 
untenable. The Unit had opened a floodgate of local interest in Bradford's 
history by reaching people who may not always venture into libraries or 
museums. Through popular exhibitions, extensive local media coverage, a 
quarterly magazine of oral history, On & Off the Record, and a large number 
of public talks, the BHRU has established a reputation for an exciting and 
accessible approach to history. 

During its second year the BHRU, supported by the MSC, the 
Gulbenkian Foundation, Department of the Environment and the Local 
Authority, has extended its interview programme amongst the city's 
immigrant communities, as well as capturing on tape, before it is too late, 
some of Bradford's dying crafts and industries, notably through interviews 
with quarrymen, blacksmiths, stonemasons and fire-clay and brick manu-
facturers. We have also charted changes in such trades as painting and 
decorating, and more recently in undertaking. 

Now the funeral trade has altered greatly. A person died, and the 
undertaker at that age used to take a lady or a man to come and 
lay the person out. Now I think I was a little bit, should I say more 
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advanced than that. I thought 'Oh, it's very pagan, and old-
fashioned and no good". So we built a private chapel at Nab Wood, 
which is there today, and with very great difficulty we were the 
first to build a private chapel in Shipley, Baildon . . . well, there 
was only one in Bradford in those days, so we had a great big area 
and we were the only ones that could cater for those circumstances. 
However, it was very slow at the beginning. There were eighteen 
funeral directors in Shipley, and they all had their connections. 
And then we found out that first one went and then another went, 
and to this day there are only two. And I remember the first year 
in 1936 1 think we did, in the full year, I'm speaking of funerals, 
about twenty to twenty-six funerals per year, but we did monumen-
tal besides, and we'd a very good position for monumental because 
we were at the gates of Nab Wood cemetery, and of course that 
was a great advantage. However, I've been retired now seven years, 
and we were doing over six hundred a year when I retired. 16 

Above all the BHRU has set out not only to make history accessible as 
a distinct alternative to professional and academic approaches, but also to 
use oral history in a way which seemed relevant to the community. One 
example of this has been through outreach work with schools, by providing 
raw source material for teachers in the form of extract cassettes'7, and 
also by actively encouraging school-and-community-based oral history 
projects in which pupils do their own interviews under guidance. This 
improves links between the school and its neighbourhood and enhances 
children's awareness of how the past has affected their own lives. At a time 
when school history itself is under attack for being 'irrelevant' to society's 
needs, oral testimony can transform the subject from the dry, dull and dusty, 
to the lively and entertaining, whilst developing the essential life skills of 
communication, self-confidence, listening and analysing. More specifically, 
of course, oral history can play a central educational role amongst the blind 
and the visually disabled, whether it be at school or through such ventures as 
the blind newspaper cassette. It is, moreover, a tool which helps children to 
understand and accept racial and cultural differences. 

Another positive way in which the BHRU has used oral history, 
especially when supplemented by photographs drawn from the Unit's 
growing collection, has been as the basis for 'recall' therapy and reality 
orientation with the retired and elderly. The medical and caring professions 
have long recognised the value of reminiscence in helping the confused and 
dementing elderly to get the present in context with the past.'8 Hitherto, 
however, available historical material has been based on the Home 
Counties, which diminishes its value in West Yorkshire. There was a clear 
demand for a locally-based pack and the BHRU, in conjunction with a 
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working party drawn from the N.H.S. and Social Services, was able to 
provide a slide/tape pack entitled Not Like it is Today, drawn from local 
interviews. This has direct relevance to those elderly in residential homes 
and hospitals in the Bradford area. The initial pack, concentrating on 
domestic life, from which the following extract is taken, will be followed by 
others on work, street life and high days and holidays. 

The washing-liquor man, he used to come up on a Monday 
morning up Grafton Street with the horse and cart, and he used to 
have bottles of washing-liquor in it. And it were right strong stuff, 
and they didn't use soap and powder like they do now. They used 
to wash, use this washing liquor. I tell you what he used to sell and 
all, scouring stone, yellow and white scouring stone for your steps. 
The washing-liquor they used to use, my grandma used to use it on 
her wooden fender. We used to have a wooden fender you see, and 
oh it used to be lovely and white. You used to scrub it you know, 
and your dresser, that top of that dresser used to be white and all, 
that all used to be scrubbed. There was no mopping. They didn't 
believe in mopping. Even to your doorsteps used to be all scrubbed. 
Your window bottoms all scrubbed with your scouring stone on.'9 

lfwe can learn anything from the past it is that we ignore it at our own 
peril, and if the BHRU has made history more democratic and accessible 
then it will have succeeded. 
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CLEARING THE AIR 

Clement Richardson 

Not so long ago the image of Bradford was one of blackened buildings 
shrouded in the smoke of countless mill chimneys, and this view may persist 
with those unfamiliar with the present-day smokeless city. Bradford was the 
archetypal 'coaltown', the product of 19th century industrialisation. That it 
was built on coal is true both in the literal and the metaphorical sense. Its 
rich, accessible and varied deposits of coal, iron ore, and other useful 
minerals were the main sources of its phenomenal growth in the last 
century. However, by 1840 the town had acquired an unflattering reputation 
as one of the smokiest places in Britain. It took almost 130 years to clean up 
its atmosphere, during which time the inhabitants paid a high price in 
pulmonary deaths and environmental squalor. 

The diagram (p34) traces the number of deaths from chest diseases and 
the changes in the level of air pollution. Unfortunately, records of the 
scientific measurement of atmospheric pollution in Bradford did not begin 
until 1930. As the diagram shows, there was a marked fall in mortality in the 
city after the 1926 coal strike, a period which was notable both for more 
effective national legislation to reduce atmospheric smoke and for a low 
level of industrial activity during the 1930s slump. It will be seen that this 
reduction in smoke was matched by a fall in the number of deaths from chest 
ailments, providing strong evidence to support the views of a succession of 
local medical officers that there was a causal link between air pollution and 
respiratory disorders. 

The seriousness of air pollution was recognized at the beginning ofthe 
19th century, when Bradford had only a few coal-burning steam engines, 
although at that time there were other important sources of pollution in the 
form of foundries, and major ironworks at Bowling, Low Moor and Shelf, 
together with the outpourings of thousands of household fires. From a 
couple of steam-driven textile mills in the central townships in 1801, the 
number increased to 83 in 1841 and to 133 in 1871. The 1867 report of the 
Smoke Prevention Sub-Committee of Bradford Council listed 591 boilers 
burning 1200 tons of coal a day, and another 1300 tons as being consumed in 
other industrial establishments in the borough. These chimneys belched 
out large quantities of smoke, ash, sulphur and other irritants into the 
atmosphere of Bradford Dale. As the diagram shows, there was a rise in 
deaths from chest diseases between 1860 and 1880. 

The Bradford Improvement Act of 1803 required that 

Engine chimneys are to be erected of sufficient height as not to 
create a nuisance by the emission of smoke. All owners of engines 
etc. are to construct fireplaces thereof in such a manner as most 
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effectually to destroy and consume the smoke arising therefrom.' 

Bradford's incorporation as a borough in 1847 provided an elected 
administration to regulate and manage the expanding town. Along with 
other health improvement regulations its byelaws covered smoke control, 
but records show that these byelaws were not enforced with sufficient 
strictness to reduce the smoke and the deaths which occurred through 
related chest diseases. That council members were aware of the problem is 
shown in the request of Councillor Bilton, who, in 1848, moved 'that the 65th 
byelaw dealing with the consumption of smoke, be carried into effect.'2 
Titus Salt, a leading industrialist and Bradford's second mayor, had said in 
1853 that it was not for him 'to do anything to pollute the air and water'. He 
had earlier fitted smoke-consuming apparatus into his Bradford factories 
but his pioneering example was not taken up by his fellow millowners. 

The association between air pollution and respiratory diseases had 
often been argued by medical men. Thus the town's Medical Officer of 
Health referred in his annual report of 1884 to the bad effects of a smoke-
filled atmosphere in 'excluding sunlight, rendering life precarious for man 
and animals' 3 His successor, Dr J. McLintock, reported more directly on 
the connection, stating that he was 

inclined to think that our high mortality from chest diseases, 
including consumption, is in some measure due to the irritation 
caused by the unnecessarily polluted state of the air which we are 
obliged to breathe.' 

Detailed information on mortality from respiratory complaints other than 
phthisis is available in the Bradford Medical Officer's Reports from 1859 
until the reorganization of local government in 1974. Deaths from these 
causes were at a rate of3.50 per 1000 in 1859 and were still running at 4.30 per 
1000 at the end of the century. The rates fell from 2.45 in 1900 to 1.37 in 1931, 
but rose slightly during the post-war trade boom and settled down to 1.52 per 
1000 in 197 1.5 By the end of the latter period a clean air programme had been 
implemented for the whole of the city. 

The local byelaws specified a chimney height ofat least 90 feet and set 
time limits on smoke emissions.' During still-air conditions, especially in 
winter, polluted air was trapped in the basin-shaped valley of the Bradford 
Beck, and killing 'pea-soup fogs' used to occur. High mill chimneys were 
necessary to discharge gases and smoke into the higher atmosphere, where 
they could be carried away by the turbulence of the upper air. The Council's 
smoke nuisance inspectors regularly reported violations of the byelaws. For 
example, almost annually they drew attention to the number of mill 
chimneys that were below the required height, or to the failure of 
millowners to fit smoke-burning equipment. During 1863 they recorded that 
several owners had introduced appliances, but subsequent reports show that 
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generally little was done to rid the town of its smoke. As an example of the 
Council's weak response to the hundreds of breaches of the byelaws each 
year, often by persistent offenders, in 1867 it declared 'that the problem be 
tackled in a spirit of conciliation .7 

The Borough Medical Officer, Dr T.W. Hime, in his report of 1884, 
attributed the lack of effective remedial action to the widespread belief that 
because factories provided work, the employers should not be pressed too 
hard. He also remarked that the low fines which were being imposed by 
local justices did little to discourage law-breakers. Council committee 
minutes of the period reveal that Bradford's leading industrialists were 
frequent offenders, and some of them had been, or were, council members 
and J.P.5. In effect the councillors who formulated the byelaws, exercised 
responsibility for their enforcement and acted as judges when offenders 
were finally taken to court, were at times the very people who broke the law. 
Thus in 1875 eight of the thirteen members of the Smoke Prevention Sub-
committee were in manufacturing, and one of the remaining five was a coal 
merchant. In that year Councillor Silas Scott was the Sub-committee's 
chairman and he also served as a borough magistrate. 

The Sub-committee's minutes frequently noted the delivery of 
abatement notices, delays by the millowners in applying remedial 
measures, and the very lenient penalties awarded by the courts. Among the 
offenders so reported were such important representatives of Bradford's 
industrial establishment as S.C. Lister & Co., Edward Ripley & Son, 
T. Ambler & Sons, J. Priestman & Co., Smith AnderSon & Sons, Samuel 
Smith & Co., and Bowling Iron Company. Senior members of some of these 
firms were on the Council, or, like H.W. Ripley, were borough justices. 

The Bowling Iron Company was a persistent offender. It was reported 
by John Pickles, the Smoke Nuisance Inspector in February 1868, but little 
had been done by the firm to meet the requirements of the byelaws by 
August, and the Council gave its approval to prosecute. It was later recorded 
that 'the experiment had failed', but the Company was given a further three 
months to deal with the nuisance. Still nothing happened. The story was 
repeated in subsequent years. However, on 12 December 1874 they were 
brought to court and fined a total of 15 with £9. lOs. costs for ten offences. 
S.C. Lister & Co. were also generously treated both by the Council in 
delaying action, and by the court in levying low fines, or imposing no 
penalties other than court costs.8 It should be emphasized that these two 
examples serve to show the generally sympathetic attitude of councillors 
and magistrates towards the business community in general on the question 
of smoke abatement. They should not be interpreted as marks of undue 
favouritism towards the distinguished associates of these civic officers. In 
effect, little, if anything, was done to deal with the pollution problem. 
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John Pickles, in his first report of 1867, produced a kind of industrial 
'doomsday book' for the town. In that year he and his assistants examined 
264 works and served 683 smoke prevention notices. As an indication of his 
zeal and impartiality the inspector reported the Council's own public baths 
in l868. Despite the inspector's efforts there was no improvement. The 
explanation lay partly in the inadequacy of the law as a deterrent, especially 
the section relating to maximum penalties for offences. The Public Health 
Act 1875 limited the maximum fine to ten shillings, but in many cases even 
this derisory fine was not levied. For example, in 1903, 103 notices were 
served on local owners of steam engines, of which 71 cases reached the 
courts. Of these, 49 were fined an average often shillings with six and eight 
pence costs.'° 

Power was sought by Bradford Council in 1904 to increase the 
maximum penality from ten shillings to £5 for the first offence, £10 for the 
second and a sum not exceeding £50 for each subsequent offence. The 
records indicate that the established fine often shillings continued. Even as 
recently as 1930 the average fine, plus costs, for discharging black smoke for 
more than a total of three minutes in the half hour was £1. 6s." It seemed 
much cheaper to pay the fines and costs than to install smoke-burning 
equipment. For example. G. Garnett & Son Ltd. paid £2000 to install 
smoke-burning equipment in 1908, while Barkerend Mills spent £8000, and 
Smith Anderton & Sons £2000 on similar measures.'2 The description ofthis 
kind of apparatus as 'economisers' is significant, a point appreciated by 
Bradford's Medical Officer of Health in 1884, when he argued that the large 
amount of smoke in the atmosphere 'represented a permanent leakage of 
profits of a very considerable amount. The visible cloud of smoke which 
hangs over the town is unburnt fuel'.' 3 

The use of low-grade fuel during certain years made things worse. 
Thus in 1908 the M.O.H. complained that 'smudge' or 'small slack' produced 
large quantities of atmospheric grit, as well as black smoke.'4 During that 
year there were 714 deaths from respiratory diseases other than phthisis, 
more than a quarter of which were children under five. The diagram shows a 
marked fall in air pollution from the late 1920s when the General Strike 
resulted in less coal being used. This was followed by the recession, a switch 
to cleaner coal and the installation of effective smoke-reducing equipment. 
As the graph shows, some industrial and commercial establishments had 
begun to use electricity. There were 1512 electric power users in 1915, and 
1735 in 1916. 

A Council survey of 1920 showed that there were 351 large factory 
chimneys in the city, ranging in height from 45 to 245 feet, and from one to 
130 square feet in cross-sectional area. It also listed 521 Lancashire boilers 
and a variety of steam boiler types amounting to a further 161. From these it 
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was calculated that in a ten-hour day 53,732,500 lb of water was evaporated 
and that 425 boilers were operating on some kind of forced or induced 
draught to facilitate the more complete burning of fuel. Although this was a 
year of depressed trade, it was recorded that 1.6 million tons of coal were 
used by Bradford industries. Even with the improvement in the mills the 
M.O.H. had cause to complain about 'the foulness of the atmosphere, and 
that only fines and prosecutions can bring home to them [the millowners] 
the hideousness of their offences'. He argued that stipendiary magistrates 
should impose penalties instead of cautioning offenders.'5 

The diagram shows a marked correlation between the reduction in air 
pollution (represented by the volume of air-borne solids in the main 
industrial centre of Bradford) and the considerable drop in the number of 
deaths due to chest diseases, from the peak of the 1890s, when there were 
1318, to 993 in 1900 and 940 in 1929. However, the real attack on air pollution 
came with the Clean Air Programme, following the passage of the Clean Air 
Act 1956, although the Bradford Local Act 1949 empowered the Borough 
Council to create smokeless zones in which both domestic and industrial 
emissions could be controlled. New council housing estates dating from 
1950 were covered by the smoke abatement policy. 

At the launch of the Clean Air Programme in 1960, Dr John Douglas, 
M.O.H. for Bradford, spoke of the city as a black spot in deaths from 
bronchitis, which he described as the 'English disease'. To illustrate his 
argument he compared the low rates for deaths from bronchitis per million 
of population in Norway and Denmark (where the rates were 33 and 44 
respectively), with the high rates of828/million forEngland and Wales, 1121/ 
million for the West Riding of Yorkshire, and 1690/million for Bradford. 
Exactly one hundred years earlier the Bradford rate was 4270/million.'6 Asa 
measure of the effectiveness of this programme, which was completed in 
1974, there was a reduction in fall-out from an average of 292.3 mg of smoke 
per cubic metre in 1959 to 73.4 in 1971. There were corresponding reductions 
of sulphur dioxide emissions from 289.4 mg per cubic metre in 1959 to 142.6 
in 1971, and the associated mortality rate from chest diseases was down to 
1.52 per thousand of population. 17 

Local historians have concentrated a good deal on the improvement in 
water supply and sanitation, but air pollution has received less attention. 
Local politicians, with a few notable exceptions, gave a low priority to air 
pollution, as may be deduced from the behaviour of the council committees 
and local magistrates. For several years smoke prevention was treated as a 
residual function of the Hackney Carriage and Cleansing Committee. Even 
though conscientious officers were appointed to oversee the byelaws, and 
the city's Medical Officers of Health constantly demonstrated the 

32 



connection between air pollution and chest complaints, there was a marked 
reluctance on the part of industrialists to co-operate, and on the part of the 
councillors to press matters too hard. Improvement had to await changes in 
technology, and an appreciation by the polluters that it was in their own 
interest louse fuel more efficiently. Local administrators, too, had to show a 
willingness to take action to eliminate smoke. Changes in the franchise 
helped to produce a generation of councillors and aldermen with different 
economic and social values from their 19th century predecessors. Armed 
with the powers of the Clean Air Act 1956, with a will to support their 
medical officer by taking appropriate action, they succeeded in the space of 
less than twenty years in cleaning up the city's notoriously dirty atmosphere 
and making Bradford a healthier place in which 10 live. 
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'ALL CHANGE' 

Bradford's through railway schemes 

John Thornhill 

1830-1846: Bradford's First Railway 

Trains were not cheered into Bradford until 1846, twenty-one years 
after the opening of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. But in 1830 
Bradford businessmen, inspired by the success of Liverpool & Manchester 
Railway's passenger service, submitted a Bill for a line to Leeds and 
Templenewsam, where it would join the Leeds & Selby Railway, and so gain 
access to a sea route. The first mile or so of this line was to be cable-operated, 
up the incline from Bradford to Laisterdyke, but nothing came ofthe scheme. 

Ten years passed without much progress, but on 5 October 1840 the 
Manchester & Leeds brought trains within striking distance of Bradford by 
opening a line between Hebden Bridge and Normanton (Fig. 1). At Brig-
house Station the name board proclaimed 'Brighouse for Bradford', which 
meant that Bradford passengers faced either a seven-mile walk or an hour's 
journey by coach or carrier's cart before reaching home. The route into 
Leeds was by way of a junction with the North Midland at Goose Hill and 
then to Hunslet Lane Station. 

In 1843 another group of businessmen, disappointed with past failures, 
planned a line linking Bradford with Leeds and the North Midland. George 
Hudson, the 'Railway King', who was chairman of the North Midland, asked 
Robert Stephenson, their chief engineer, to undertake a survey. Stephenson 
made two surveys, one for a direct line through Stanningley, the 'Short 
Line', and another via Shipley and the Aire Valley, which had been 
recommended by his father, George Stephenson, four years earlier. 

The Bill for the Leeds & Bradford Railway, based on the Aire Valley 
survey, proposed that the line should run from Leeds, near Wellington 
Street, to a station off Kirkgate in Bradford (Fig. 1). Included in the Bill were 
as yet undefined plans for a line through Bradford to Halifax and the Calder 
Valley, where it would join the Manchester and Leeds Railway.' 

Strenuous opposition to the Aire Valley plan came from both the 
'Short Liners' and the Manchester & Leeds, who by this time had construc-
ted their own line to Goose Hill, south of Normanton (Fig. 2). From there 
they made use of the North Midland line into Leeds, because Parliament 
had refused to sanction two parallel tracks. The Manchester company, who 
were by now very eager to secure an alternative and more direct route to 
Leeds, threw their weight behind the Short Line party, who were 
campaigning for a railway from Bradford to Leeds via Stanningley. In spite 
of all opposition, however, the Leeds & Bradford obtained its Act on 4 July 
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1844, on a promise to make the additional line mentioned above, that is 
through Bradford to ajunction with a future railway running from Halifax to 
Sowerby Bridge .2 

On 10 May 1844 the Midland Railway had come into being through an 
amalgamation of three companies, the North Midland, the Birmingham & 
Derby Junction and the Midland Counties. The second and third of these 
were impecunious lines whose cut-throat competition had brought them 
near to bankruptcy. The Midland eventually embarked on a policy of 
expansion which made it one of the greatest of the pre-Grouping Railways. 

In 1844, in order to implement its promise regarding a through line, the 
Leeds & Bradford formed a subsidiary, the West Yorkshire Railway, with the 
aim of constructing what became known as the Bradford Connecting Lines, 
along with several others to the south and east of the town. Towards the end 
of the year the Manchester & Leeds formed the Leeds & West Riding 
Junction Railway for the purpose of building lines similar to those of the 
West Yorkshire, and both companies deposited their Bills. 

Meanwhile John Hawkshaw, chief engineer of the Manchester & 
Leeds, surveyed the area and expressed his regret that the Leeds & Bradford 
refused to indicate the precise position of its station in Bradford. However, 
he finally offered alternative lines entering from the direction of Bridge 
Street. The first track, graded I in 63, would come down into the town at 
ground level, and the second would be carried on an embankment across the 
town to join the Aire Valley line at Manningham. 

1845 saw the parliamentary contest between the West Yorkshire and 
the Leeds & West Riding Junction. On 9 May the former's Bill, which 
included the Connecting Lines was rejected, but the preamble to the Leeds 
& West Riding Bill was proved, and passed through the Commons only to be 
defeated in the Lords. Robert Stephenson then recommended an 
amalgamation of the two competing railways and by July 1845 plans for the 
formation of the West Riding Union Railway were well in hand .3 

At this time, as prospective holders of one-quarter of the West Riding 
Union Stock, the Leeds & Bradford agreed to apply for powers to build 
connecting lines through the town centre on a viaduct rising from zero at 
Bolton Lane, Manningham, to about 25 feet at the point where an end-on 
junction would be made with the West Riding Union at Well Street/Dunkirk 
Street.' 

In November 1845, perhaps despairing of the 'Short Line' scheme, and 
still anxious to get an alternative way into Leeds, the Manchester & Leeds 
took the unexpected step of proposing amalgamation with the Leeds & 
Bradford. The latter accepted the proposal in principle, and the two parties 
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and representatives of the Midland Railway met at Hunslet Lane Station on 
27 December, when they agreed to obtain parliamentary approval of their 
plan. 

The opening of the Leeds & Bradford Railway took place on 1 July 1846 
- an auspicious day for Bradford. Sixteen years had elapsed since the first 
attempt to link the two towns. 

Proposed Amalgamations 

Leeds & Bradford Manchester & Leeds (L & Y) 

West Yorkshire Leeds & W.R. Junction 

West Riding Union 

1846-1883: Plans for Connecting Lines 

Three Bills now came before the Parliamentary Committee: 

1. For the West Riding Union Railway. 

2. For the Leeds & Bradford—Manchester & Leeds amalgamation. 

3. For the Bradford Connecting Lines. 

The West Riding Union received its Acton 3 August 1846, by which time the 
proposed amalgamation between the two parent companies themselves had 
fallen through. A disagreement as to the interpretation of clauses had 
resulted in the disenchanted Leeds & Bradford offering itself to the Midland 
Railway, and the terms of lease had been quickly arranged. It was petty 
quarrels like these that determined the fate of railways through Bradford. 
The Midland purchased the Leeds & Bradford outright in 1851 and thereby 
took the first tentative step towards Carlisle. 

On 16 August 1846 the Royal Assent was given to the Leeds & 
Bradford's Connecting Lines Act: 

A BILL for enabling the Leeds & Bradford Railway to make a 
junction line at Bradford . . . and whereas it is expedient the said 
Leeds & Bradford Railway should be authorised to make and 
maintain an additional line of railway over, upon or alongside a 
portion of the present line of railway now in course of construction, 
and at a different level from the present line of railway from a 
point in the Township of Manningham near Bolton Lane to or near 
Well Street in the Township and Parish of Bradford, there to form 
a junction with the proposed line of the West Riding Union 
Railway. 

The phrases 'over, upon or alongside' and 'at a different level' appear to give 
plenty of constructional scope. The Act further authorized the closure of 
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School Street to vehicular traffic, pedestrians being served by a footbridge. It 
also gave powers for the leasing of the Connecting Lines to the Midland or 
the Manchester & Leeds. The Midland, in effect, always had these lines 
within their grasp but chose to allow the powers to lapse - a sad decision 
which was later regretted. 

In 1847 the Manchester & Leeds was re-named Lancashire &Yorkshire 
Railway, and as such is known in the remainder of this article? 

Another attempt to put Bradford on a through line was made in 1865, 
when the four railways serving the townjoined forces to unite all passenger 
facilities in a common central station. The Lancashire & Yorkshire was the 
driving force, and it seems likely that the great inconvenience of operating 
the ramshackle Exchange Station had prompted its owners to opt for a new 
station on another site, thus connecting all the existing railways. This project 
failed when three of the companies, including the Midland, withdrew, and 
the survivor, the Lancashire & Yorkshire, was unable to raise the required 
capital of £260,000. 

In 1883 the Midland Board invited the Town Clerk of Bradford to visit 
Derby to consider yet another scheme for a line through the town centre. 
This time the Bradford Central Railway, sponsored by the Town Council 
and the Chamber of Trade, proposed to build a passenger station connecting 
all three of the railways serving the borough. Nothing came of the Town 
Clerk's visit. 

1894-8919: West Riding Lines and Bradford Through Lines Acts 

The most ambitious of all the through line schemes, and certainly the 
most thorough, was the result of a deputation from a number of West Riding 
towns to the Midland Board at Derby in 1894. The Midland's mainline, after 
leaving Sandal, went round the industrial heart of the West Riding, passing 
up the Aire Valley to Leeds and Shipley. Within this region, Huddersfield, 
Halifax, Dewsbury and a number of smaller towns, were all seeking north-
south outlets for passengers and goods. The Midland Board, knowing what 
rich pickings were available, met the deputation to discuss possible routes. 

1896 was a year of promise. At a meeting ofMidland shareholders held 
at Derby in February, the Chairman, Sir Ernest Paget, spoke at length about 
a new line for which a Bill had been prepared, and stressed the need for a 
railway going in a north-westerly direction through the West Riding towards 
Bradford. The line surveyed, from Royston to Bradford via Thornhill and 
the Spen Valley, would cut the distance from London to Bradford by 11'14 
miles and from London to Scotland by 53/4 miles. Events moved quickly and 
on 25 July the same year the Midland secured its Act for the West Riding 
Lines, from Royston to Bradford (Fig. 3). 
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The line was to be in two sections, the first, just over 81/4 miles long, 
ending at Thornhill, and the second, eleven mites long, running from 
Thornhill to Bradford to terminate in ajunctiorl with the Leeds & Bradford 
Railway. The estimated cost of the work, which included the diversion or 
stopping-up of numerous public roads and the building of several bridges 
and tunnels, was £2,100,000. Among the many clauses protecting local 
authorities, private companies and neighbouring railways, may be 
mentioned H.W. Ripley's Trustees as to water rights at Bowling Dyeworks; 
securing John Leeming, North 1-lolme Mills, against mishap in the diversion 
of Bradford Beck and insuring the Great Northern Railway against 
subsidence of its short tunnel under Ripley Terrace, below which would be 
the Midland's long tunnel. 

Construction of the West Riding Lines started at Royston Junction on 
3 July 1905 and by 1 March 1906 they were open as far as Savile Town yard. 
Dewsbury, at the end of a short branch from Headfield Road. There was also 
a connecting spur to the Lancashire & Yorkshire line at Thornhill. This 
section contained several engineering features worthy of note, particularly a 
viaduct of twenty-four arches across the Blacker Beck valley and another of 
seventeen arches near l-lorbury Bridge. Near Thornhill a three-span bridge 
crossed the Calder & Hebble Navigation and at Headfield Road there was a 
substantial lattice girder bridge. An embankment was built from Headfield 
Road to Savile Road, at which point construction of the West Riding Lines 
ceased, pending modifications by the Midland Board. 

Among the works never started were: 

I. A long viaduct across the Calder Valley at Dewsbury and a 
tunnel under Dewsbury Moor leading into the Spen Valley. 

2. A bridge across the London & North Western's New Leeds Line. 

3. A tunnel some 5000 yards long under Bierley Top, Bowling 
Park, Ripleyville and Broomfields, running into a covered way 
under Forster Square and below the existing Midland Station to 
main line underground platforms. The tunnel was to emerge 
150 yards north of the platform ends and the line was to 
continue to Manningham Junction, just south of Queen's Road 
Bridge (Fig. 3). 

In February 1905 the Midland shareholders were told that it had not 
been possible to proceed further with the West Riding Lines. Two months 
later a deputation from the City Council to Derby learned that diminished 
returns and serious engineering difficulties in Bradford had led the Midland 
Board to consider modifications to the authorized plan. The deputation 
gained the impression that there was a marked reluctance to undertake 
further work on the lines towards Bradford. 
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On 19 November 1906 the Yorkshire Observer gave an interesting 
outline history of the project to date and said that three courses were open to 
the Midland Board: to proceed with the construction; to obtain extension of 
time, or to abandon completion of the lines. Abandonment would be a 
staggering blow to the great industrial city of Bradford, because property in 
the central area had lain derelict for ten years, waiting for the upheaval to 
take place, and the result was 'a paralysis of the natural course of building 
development'. 

Completion of the Connecting Lines at Thornhill had opened the way 
for passenger trains between Royston Junction and Midland Junction, but 
not quite as the Midland Board had planned. A service of three expresses 
daily between Bradford Exchange and London St. Pancras started on 1 July 
1909, hauled by Lancashire & Yorkshire engines between Bradford and 
Sheffield, the only intermediate stop. This service foreshadowed the 
running of 'The Yorkshireman' over the same route by the London, Midland 
& Scottish Railway from March 1925 to late in 1939. 

The modifications to the West Riding Lines, which the Midland had 
been considering, now began to take shape as the Bradford Through Lines 
Bill. Here the covered way and underground station gave place to a viaduct 
and high-level platforms 25 feet or so above the Midland Station, a radical 
change which meant that the line over Forster Square would be about 47 feet 
higher than the tracks planned to run beneath it. 

The lines of the Lancashire & Yorkshire were now to be used between 
Thornhill and Oakenshaw, where ajunction at the latter was to give access to 
the Midland line through Bradford. Just over a mile from the Oakenshaw 
Junction was the southern entrance of what was to be a dead-straight tunnel 
3600 yards long, under Bierley Top and Bowling Park, terminating in 
Ripleyville. From here the alignment was to continue as far as Fairfax Street, 
where a second short tunnel under Broomfields and Wakefield Road was 
planned, and this was to lead into a short cutting on the north side of 
Diamond Street, from which the city centre viaduct was to start. 

From Broom Street to Leeds Road the lines curved round to avoid the 
Exchange Station. The four roads to be retained as thoroughfares in the 
central area were meant to be crossed by girder bridges, all of with a 
headroom of 15 feet, except at Leeds Road, where it was increased to take a 
double-decker tramcar, From Leeds Road to the forecourt of the Midland 
Station the viaduct was to carry the lines at a height of25 feet above Forster 
Square. The lines, continuing above platforms 5 & 6 in the station below, 
wisely veered slightly to the right to avoid Trafalgar Brewery, and went on to 
a junction with the Leeds & Bradford formation at Queen's Road Bridge. 
The cost of the modified Through Lines was £815,667. 
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During the course of a debate in October 1910 the City Council offered 
a rates rebate of 18000 to the Midland as an inducement to proceed with 
construction. Another inducement was a guarantee to make good Ripley's 
water supply from the Corporation reservoirs if the Dyeworks' own supply 
happened to be intercepted by the tunnel - at an estimated cost of 15000 a 
year if the guarantee had to be implemented. On the day of the debate, 
25 October, the Yorkshire Observer, reporting on the proceedings, said that 
£8000 per annum for 20 years was the equivalent of a 1'/2d. rate, and a big 
price to pay for the 'enormity' of an overhead railway. In the Council 
Chamber concern was also expressed as to how much the new railway would 
be used if the Midland continued to route most of its traffic via Leeds. 
Alderman Hayhurst pressed for a clause compelling Anglo-Scottish 
expresses to stop at Bradford, otherwise what would be the use of through 
lines? 

On 19 November 1910 a Bill entitled 'Midland Railway (Bradford 
Through Lines)' was deposited and soon afterwards the Midland Board 
conveyed its plans - the modified West Riding Lines -  to the Town Clerk of 
Bradford. 

Great was the chagrin of Dewsbury Corporation, which had Set SO 
much store on the West Riding Lines, by which it hoped to gel north and 
south outlets on a main line railway. Doubtless civic pride had been aroused 
at the prospect of the Midland's prestigious Anglo-Scottish expresses calling 
even briefly at Headfield Road Station, and the Council expressed its 
annoyance by opposing the Through Lines Bill, on the legitimate grounds 
that the Spen Valley line was already choc-a-bloc with traffic. Dewsbury 
considered it difficult if not impossible to absorb Midland trains punctually 
over so crowded a line, but the opposition was ofno avail. On 25 July 1911 the 
Bradford Through Lines Act received the Royal Assent. 

With an abundance of good building stone on its Bradford doorstep the 
Midland might reasonably have been expected to grace the city with a 
masonry viaduct, but this could not be taken for granted. A local architect, 
James Ledingham, warned that the railway might simply construct a viaduct 
of blue bricks, with girder bridges over the streets. In support of this he cited 
the North Eastern Railway's approach to Leeds New Station over a long 
brick viaduct built some forty years before. 

Ledingham advocated the laying-out of a new thoroughfare in 
Bradford, with a road 18/20 yards wide before the viaduct and one 8/10 yards 
behind it, whichever the front and rear might be. The viaduct itself could be 
architecturally treated, with offices and shops in the arches: the buildings 
flanking the roads might be as much as 110 feet high, and the same width 
between them. Perhaps the reverse curvature of the viaduct would have lent 
itself to the treatment suggested, with an arch or two left open for access. 
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In 1918 the Midland Board gave Bradford Corporation a categorical 
assurance of its intention to complete the Through Lines, but the writing 
was on the wall. Post-war inflation; diminishing profits; the pre-eminence of 
Leeds, which made any plan to by-pass it unthinkable; and the successful 
widenings of the main line between Skipton and Leeds, were developments 
which put paid to any hope of railways through Bradford. 

As late as 1914 the Midland had purchased Wailer's Brewery lying 
between the passenger and goods lines in Bradford at the bottom of 
Trafalgar Street. The clearing of this site would eliminate the kink where the 
line had been meant to pass east of the brewery buildings. 

On 18 November 1919 the Midland formally abandoned the Bradford 
Through Lines plan, and on 30 September 1920 all the property in the central 
area which had been acquired for demolition was sold to Bradford 
Corporation for £295,000. 

Conclusion 

Exactly what difference the lack of a through railway line has made to 
Bradford is too big a question to be attempted here, but its unusual position 
- 'the town built in a hole' -  did not prevent Bradford from becoming the 
wool capital of the world. History is governed by geography, and the 
difficulty of getting tracks across a town centre crowded into the narrow 
valley of the beck threatened all the schemes. 

The best time to construct the proposed line was almost certainly in 
1846, before the new Bradford, the prosperous Victorian town with its 
impressive stone buildings, had begun to take shape. After this there were 
plenty of reasons for doing nothing, as in 1847 for example, when George 
Hudson fell from grace and thousands of small investors were ruined. As 
years went by commercial interests, like the protection of Ripley's water 
rights, assumed greater importance, and fierce rivalry between competing 
railways hampered progress. 

There is some doubt how great the 'Great Depression' was in Bradford, 
but a period of good trade ended in 1875, after which there was little talk 
about prosperity until the end of the century. This was clearly no time to be 
embarking upon costly speculative ventures, although in 1888 the new 
Exchange Station became fully operational, with five platforms each for the 
Great Northern and Lancashire & Yorkshire Railways. In 1911, when the 
Through Lines Act received the Royal Assent, success seemed assured, but 
the Great War dashed all hopes. Thoughts may then have turned to the 
warning uttered by the Yorkshire Observer on 19 November 1906: 

Bradford is today on a siding and there, if this scheme is allowed 
to lapse, it may remain till the crack of doom. 
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Without looking quite so far ahead, we know that Bradford, of all the large 
provincial centres - Birmingham, Leeds, Leicester, Manchester, 
Nottingham and Sheffield, for example - is still the only one deprived of 
through trains. The Exchange Station no longer exists, and the Midland 
Station provides only a few local services. One by one the large goods yards, 
which used to handle huge consignments, especially of wool, have closed 
down too. Yet far reaching alterations to the city centre, coupled with a need 
to meet the rapidly changing demands of passenger transport, have given 
Bradford a modern interchange, shared by trains, local buses and long-
distance coaches. But with only four railway platforms this is not quite the 
kind of central station 19th century planners had in mind, and for those who 
arrive in Bradford by train it is still 'All change'. 

NOTES 

1. The Bill also asked for authorization of a branch from Whitehall 
Road in Wortley (hence Whitehall Junction) to the North Midland 
at Hunslet, and for an east-to-south curve from Leeds Junction 
outside the Wellington Station to give through running towards 
Sheffield over the Hunslet branch. 

2. On the same day the Manchester company opened a short branch 
from Greetland, where the junction faced Normanton, to a station 
at Shaw Syke on the fringe of Halifax. 

3. The capital for the new venture was to be equally subscribed by the 
principal and subsidiary railways, providing 25% each, and the rail-
way was to be managed by a committee of equal numbers from 
each of the four constituents. 

4. In 1845 the thoroughfare we know as Well Street was named Leeds 
Road, being a short branch of the Leeds & Halifax Turnpike Road. 
Well Street was a narrow, curving road, later to become the south 
side of Forster Square (really a triangle in plan), after demolition 
of the decayed property in Broadstones. 

5. The 'Short Line' to Leeds, 

In June 1851 the Lancashire & Yorkshire obtained an Act for the 
abandonment of the unstarted railways inherited from the West 
Riding Union, whereupon the discontented Short Line party itself 
promoted a successful Bill for a line entitled the 'Leeds, Bradford 
& Halifax Junction Railway', which the Great Northern Railway 
had agreed to work. The line was absorbed by the Great Northern 
in 1865. 

Running Powers enabled Lancashire & Yorkshire tracks to be used 
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between Bowling and Halifax; and at the Leeds end the London & 
North Western Railway (ex-Leeds, Dewsbury & Manchester) 
afforded access to the Central Station from a junction at Wortley. 
This arrangement conveniently left only 7'/2 miles of new line to 
be built. A supplementary Act of 1853 enabled the construction of 
a mile-long branch from Laisterdyke down to a rather out-of-the-
way station at Adolphus Street in Bradford, opened on 1st June 
1855; a day of fulfilment for the 'Short Liners'. 

1864 saw the opening of a steeply graded line from Hammerton 
Street Junction, on the Bradford branch, to Mill Lane Junction on 
the Lancashire & Yorkshire, which gave the Great Northern access 
to an enlarged but still ramshackle Exchange Station. 
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BACK-TO-BACK HOUSES IN BRADFORD 

George Sheeran 

Whenever I have mentioned back-to-back houses to friends, or 
included them in lectures about architecture, the subject has aroused 
immense interest: yet little has been written about Bradford back-to-backs. 
This short article attempts to put matters right by giving a historical sketch, 
with plans, showing the development of this form of housing in the Bradford 
area. 

Before 1860 

The image that the term back-to-back conveys is perhaps one of dreary 
terraces of 19th century houses, but this form of building did not have its 
origins in the 19th century. Beresford has shown how, in Leeds, rows of back-
to-back cottages had been erected by a building club in an area east of Vicar 
Lane in 1787; and he further demonstrates how the building of cottages like 
these continued apace into the early part of the 19th century.' At 
Addingham, the Cockshotts, cotton and worsted manufacturers, had built 
sixteen back-to-back cottages in two short rows in either the late 18th or early 
19th century. These cottages, known as the Rookery, with crude squared 
detail to their windows and doorways, were built to house textile workers. At 
Low Fold, Baildon, a pair of houses were built back-to-back in perhaps the 
last quarter of the 18th century. They have a communicating garret, which 
was possibly used as a craft shop. 

In the immediate vicinity of Bradford the form had similar begin-
nings, but some of the first Bradford back-to-backs appeared as blocks of two 
or four cottages. What may possibly be an early example can be seen at 
Knight's Fold, Great Horton, where a 17th century house has been 
converted to four back-to-back cottages. The east front contains its original 
17th century doorway and windows, together with a further inserted door-
way. The west front contains 18th century doorways and windows and there 
is a rainwater head, cast with the date 1772. If this date refers to the time of 
conversion, then we have here an early example of the block form of back-
to-back. But caution must be exercised, because the rainwater head could 
have been simply re-used from another building. A more certain example, 
which is all of one build, can be found in Dracup Road, Great Horton (Fig. 1), 
where four single-cell cottages have been fitted together to form a block. 
Judging from their architectural detail the date of these cottages is perhaps 
about 1800. Like many cottages of the period they have rather thin squared 
surrounds to windows and doorways, and the groundfloor windows have a 
thin central mullion. There is a similar block in Cross Lane, Great Horton, 
not so easy to identify now, because it has been joined to a later building. 
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Further examples can be seen at Wibsey - in North Road, Upper 
George Street, High Street and Smithy Hill Fold. They are of similar date to 
the Great Horton examples, and some can be identified on a map of the area 
drawn in 1811.2 In North Road two back-to-back cottages of a single storey 
have been joined to the end of an earlier through row. In Upper George 
Street there is a block very like the Great Horton examples, but again, single 
storey. The 1908 25 inch Ordnance Survey Map shows them as two back-to-
back cottages, but there may have been four originally. At High Street/ 
Smithy Hill Fold, the sharp falling away of the land has been utilised to 
provide a row of single-storey cottages to High Street, backing on to a row of 
two-storey cottages in Smithy Hill Fold. 

It is clear from the above that blocks of two or four back-to-backs are 
among the earliest appearances of the form in the Bradford area. But short 
rows were also being built. Although few have survived, at Windhill Old 
Road, Thackley, there is a row of six cottages (three each side), which date 
from between 1820 and 1848 (Fig 2). In this row the accommodation consists 
of a single cell with a rear scullery, another common back-to-back plan, but 
the scullery was not so much a separate room as the partitioning of the main 
room. Many rows of cottages like this were being built throughout the 
Bradford area between 1820 and 1860. Some were in short rows, as at 
Thackley, while others were built in longer terraces, or enclosing a central 
courtyard reached through narrow passages at the front. In what was the old 
borough of Bradford, most if not all of the old back-to-backs built in the 
second quarter of the 19th century have disappeared .3 We know something 
of them from old photographs and from contemporary descriptions. We also 
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know from reports to the Bradford Council in the mid 19th century that they 
were built in prodigious numbers. The Building and Improvement 
Committee reported thus in 1854: 

Your committee again beg to draw the attention of the Council and 
the public to the continued practice of building houses back-to-
back. Out of 1401 sanctioned, 1070 or 76.9 per cent are laid Out UpOfl 
that objectionable principle .4 

After 1860 

Even in its day the back-to-back was condemned as an unhealthy 
house-type for reasons which will be considered in the conclusion to this 
article. The clearance of certain areas of Bradford and its early back-to-backs 
had begun in the later 19th century, a process which was resumed after the 
Great War and continues to the present day. So strong was the opposition to 
back-to-backs in Bradford that in 1860 the Council forbade the building of 
them. This was not so radical a step as at first might be imagined, because 
Manchester had outlawed them in 1844; on the other hand Leeds defied all 
opposition and continued to build them until the 1930s. But the ban in 
Bradford was short-lived. So fierce was the counter-attack from interested 
parties that the ban became an election issue. The story of how the chairman 
of the Building Committee lost his seat as a result has been told elsewhere.5 
The point is that the building of back-to-backs recommenced after 1865. 

However, these post-1865 houses were subject to new byelaws which 
were strictly applied. Briefly, they demanded a passage between houses 
which was to be 6ft. 6in. wide and 8ft. high; each house was to have its own 
privy situated in the rear yard; streets were to be open-ended and no longer 
built in closed courts; there was to be a minimum street width of42 feet. The 
new byelaws changed the appearance of the back-to-back. The dominant 
feature of its elevation became the entrance to the passage, with its weighty 
lintel. Thus the new houses became known as 'tunnel backs', the tunnel 
providing better ventilation of the rear, and easier access for refuse removal. 
The architectural detail of the working-class house generally had been 
changing in the first fifty years of the 19th century. Windows were no longer 
square, and the rectangular openings which used to be set horizontally were 
now set vertically instead. They had also lost the mullions and squared 
surrounds of the pre-industrial period, and by about 1840 had only sills and 
lintels. Doorways had also lost their surrounds, but had often gained a 
canopy supported on brackets. By the 1880s Gothic decoration was 
beginning to appear, although it usually consisted of little more than a broad 
chamfer to lintels and a drip-moulding above doorways. The effect of these 
changes on the elevation of the back-to-back is shown at Fig. 3, Gathorne 
Street, Great Horton. 
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Gathorne Street, which was the result of speculative building in 1872-
73 by William Casson, a butcher, illustrates the predominant plan of the 
back-to-back in the second half of the 19th century. Houses continued lobe 
built to the former single celled plan, but two cells became more common. 
One arrangement of the ground floor - a plan which became known as the 
side-scullery - is shown at Fig. 3b. Entry is into the main room, which served 
as a kitchen, dining and living room: to the left is a scullery with a sink. The 
term 'house', here, is a shortening of the traditional word 'housebody' - the 
principal room. At Fig. 3a we find a larger two-celled plan with a house, and a 
kitchen where the sink and stairs are located. Notice that in this example the 
house and kitchen have separate entrances, since these back-to-backs are 
fortunate in occupying an end of terrace position. One point worth 
emphasising is that in the side-scullery plan the scullery is exactly what its 
name implies - a place in which to wash up dishes and store utensils. As a 
rule there were no cooking facilities, so it could not be used ass kitchen. The 
large two-celled plan was, therefore, more desirable, not only on account of 
its size but also because it contained a proper kitchen, where cooking could 
be kept separate from the main room or house. At the same time the side-
scullery was an advance on some single-cell plans with a rear scullery, 
because in the former the scullery was not simply a partitioning of the main 
room, but completely separate. It was frequently larger, and was lit by a 
window almost the same size as that in the main room. It was also more 
compact. 
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Another variation on the two-celled plan is shown at Fig. 4, Dartmouth 
Terrace, Manningham. These and the surrounding houses were the spec-
ulation of W.H. Jackson, a Bradford joiner and builder, who erected them 
between 1892 and 1894. The house at Fig. 4a is again an end of terrace with a 
kitchen and parlour. More important, the staircase is located opposite the 
doorway to create a small entrance lobby, thus affording a measure of 
privacy which was absent where entrance was into the main room. Notice 
also that at Fig. 4b the side scullery has a set pot with an angle flue indicating 
that it was a wash-house as well. In this terrace there were small but usable 
cellars provided, or wash cellars in the large two-celled houses, some of 
which also had attics. Both these developments are a feature of late 19th 
century houses: examples before about 1880 are exceptions to the general 
run of things. 
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Conclusion 

Back-to-back houses were a phenomenon largely of the north and 
midlands. They provided a high density ofoccupation, and thus an increased 
number of rentals, together with some small economy of materials - the 
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chief reason for building them. But even in its day the form was not popular 
with health authorities, some of which prohibited them. Eventually the 1909 
Housing Act did away with them altogether, and most councils complied 
with this legislation. But was the back-to-back as unhealthy as its opponents 
contended? The answer to this question is bedevilled by two things: our 
20th century expectations about housing standards, and an inability to see 
that, despite their humanitarian intentions, the actions of health authorities 
were based on erroneous medical opinion. The problem must, therefore, be 
looked at in terms of 19th century society. 

The main reason why back-to-backs were condemned was because 
they lacked through-ventilation, to use the terminology of the day, and 
through-ventilation was considered important because medical opinion 
held that disease was spread through inhaling bad air. The theory of miasma, 
as it was known, was firmly believed in the first halfof the 19th century, and it 
was not until Pasteur's work on germs had been published in 1878 that the 
notion was dispelled. If back-to-backs lacked light and air, had poor drainage 
and bad sanitation, or were built in squalid courts, then these were problems 
they shared with other working-class houses. The spread ofdisease was not a 
fault of the architectural form, but of imperfect knowledge. - 

In assessing the accommodation provided by back-to-backs we should 
not compare them with our own standards, but those of the 19th century, and 
with the cottages built for the lower orders before 1800. The pre-industrial 
cottages of the Bradford area tended to be of two types: single-celled, two 
storey, or two-celled, single storey, either of which provided two rooms, one 
a housebody, the other a chamber or parlour used as a bedroom and also for 
storage. The usable floor area of the housebody in such cottages was about 
200 square feet, more or less the same as the side scullery and two-celled 
back-to-backs built in Bradford after 1865. These back-to-backs possessed 
not only two rooms on the ground floor but also chambers above, thus 
providing more rooms than most cottages built before 1800. Indeed, large 
two-celled back-to-backs could stand comparison with the small houses of 
lesser yeomen of the previous century. They had similar or only slightly 
inferior accommodation, but were superior to the two-celled pre-industrial 
house in their sanitary arrangements, for after 1865 each house was provided 
with its own privy. They were, however, inferior in outlook, with a view 
across the street to similar houses or, at the rear, into a yard with privies. The 
loss of an open aspect was a definite deterioration. On the other hand pre-
industrial cottages were sometimes built on to the ends of barns over-
looking farmyards, or in the yards of town houses and shops. 

While the back-to-back house may have been superior in some 
respects to the pre-industrial cottage, it was inferior even to a modest 
middle-class house. Whether terraced or semi-detached the latter had a 
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minimum of three rooms on the ground floor, together with cellars and an 
attic for a servant, but this was not a standard to which the working class 
could hope to aspire. Social differences existed which expressed themselves 
architecturally in the decoration, plan and function of the house. 
Nevertheless, back-to-backs built after 1865 were an improvement on the 
majority of those built previously, and that they were considered acceptable 
dwellings can be gauged from the number of tradesmen and better off 
working-class families who lived in them. F.E. Lumb has testified to this in 
noting that members of building clubs might erect back-to-back houses for 
their own occupation .6 William Casson, who built several short rows in 
Great Horton, had retired to one of his own houses by 1879. Furthermore, 
the form was not entirely scorned by the middle class. There are three blocks 
of four at Primrose Hill, Great Horton, built with plain detail for the lower 
middle-class tenant, perhaps a little after 1850. In the Listerhills district we 
find the splendidly Gothic St. Andrew's Villas, sixteen back-to-backs in four 
blocks of four, alternate blocks having different Gothic detail. These were 
also built for middle-class occupiers, although the example is, admittedly, 
something of an exception. 

These considerations may, perhaps, help us to modify our ideas about 
back-to-back housing in Bradford in the 19th century. Given the social 
pressures of those times, the back-to-back seems with hindsight to have 

been a reasonable answer to the need for a form of high-density housing, 
while the miasma theory and contemporary arguments about through-
ventilation and the spread of disease seem chimerical. 
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BISHOP BLUNT AND THE ABDICATION CRISIS 

Mary Lister, B.D. 

On 1 April 1982 the Blunt family grave in Calverley churchyard was 
vandalised and in its account of the incident the Bradford Telegraph & Argus 
reminded its readers that Dr Blunt 'was reported nationwide when he 
criticized King Edward VIII in a speech which sparked off the abdication 
crisis of 1936'. It is a sad fact that so long after the Abdication, Alfred Blunt is 
remembered by most people only because of a few remarks he made on that 
fateful day in December 1936. As we approach the fiftieth anniversary of a 
crisis which turned the attention of this country and indeed the whole world, 
for a time at least, upon Bradford, it seems appropriate to set the speech in its 
context and look once again at the man who made it. 

Alfred Walter Frank Blunt was born at St. Malo in France in 1879 and 
counted among his distinguished ancestors Henry Chichele, who was 
Archbishop of Canterbury from 1414 to 1443. The death of his father, the 
Chief Civil Commissioner of the Seychelles, in 1881, led to the family's 
return to St. Malo, where they lived until they came back to England in 1887. 

From Marlborough Alfred Blunt went to Exeter College, Oxford, 
where he graduated with firsts in Classical Moderations and Literae 
Humaniorea. After a short period as a master at Wellington College he 
returned to Exeter as Fellow and Tutor, astonishing everyone by his 
decision to seek ordination, which took place on 25 September 1904. In 1907 
he left Oxford to become curate at Carrington in Nottinghamshire. Eighteen 
months later he became Vicar of Carrington and his ministry there gave him 
the opportunity to put into practice the theories of the Christian Social 
Union, with which he was associated at Oxford. At this time, too, he revealed 
himself as a strict disciplinarian in matters connected with church worship 
and developed the talent which was to make him one of the outstanding 
preachers in the Church of England. 

In 1917 Blunt became Vicar of St. Werburgh's, Derby. During this 
period he moved closer to the Labour movement through his growing 
friendship with J.H. Thomas, M.P. for Derby, and joined the Labour Party 
after the General Strike of 1926. From 1920 he was also Rural Dean of Derby, 
but among all his additional duties still found time to write nine books on 
theology and biblical exegesis. 

By 1930 a number of bishops felt that the time had come for Canon 
Blunt to move on to 'higher things' and through J.H. Thomas his name was 
made known to Ramsey MacDonald, the Prime Minister. Accordingly, 
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when the Bishop of Worcester died the vacancy was offered to Blunt. After 
much soul-searching he accepted the offer, only to write two days later 
stating his refusal to live at 1-lartlebury Castle, and intimating his intention 
to sell it. Three weeks later, after visiting the castle and discussing the matter 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury, he decided to live there for a short time 
as an experiment. Within three days, however, he withdrew his acceptance, 
saying, 'My wife's doctor, a neurologist ... has absolutely and emphatically 
forbidden me to take her to an isolated place in the country like Hartlebury', 
but he asked the Prime Minister not to publish the reason.' MacDonald, 
being resolved to find Blunt a seat on the bench of bishops, resolved the 
matter by translating Perowne from Bradford to Worcester and offering the 
vacant see to Blunt. 

Before he could be consecrated and enthroned Canon Blunt suffered a 
nervous breakdown brought on by years of overwork and the mental struggle 
over Worcester. He went to Littlehampton for a period of convalescence, 
but became so depressed that he felt he must give up the bishopric. 
However, Archbishop Temple refused to let him back out and he was 
consecrated at York Minster on 25 July 1931. He then set out for a month's 
cruise to the Greek Islands, leaving a short time to prepare for his 
enthronement on 23 September, but being taken ill after leaving Marseilles 
he had to spend most of his holiday in Athens. This led to another delay, 
during which there was another attempt to resign, and his enthronement did 
not take place until 30 November 1931. 

For Bradford the change was a considerable one: the new bishop was 
very different from the old. Dr Perowne, a committed Evangelical, had 
served as his father's chaplain when he, too, was Bishop of Worcester. He 
was a traditional, orthodox, Church of England bishop - a man with charm, 
but somewhat remote from the common folk. Dr Blunt, on the other hand, 
leaned strongly to the Catholic side, and owned to 'a liking for a certain 
amount of ceremonial'. The Anglo-Catholics, who had had a difficult time 
under Perowne, hailed the new man as their champion. He was a Socialist, a 
'good mixer' in spite of his scholarship, and the kind of person who was 
known to share sandwiches at a parish function and offer to help with the 
washing-up. Peart-Binns quotes the views of two Bradford Cathedral canons 
on the differences between the old bishop and the new. One said, 'Dr 
Perowne was a much better administrator than Bishop Blunt and was 
probably more pastorally minded, but Bishop Blunt was a prophet'. The 
other said, 

• • • Blunt was a scholar with a deep knowledge of the Bible and 
Theology, and he had the true scholar's essential humbleness of 
mind, whilst Perowne was not well-versed in either Theology or 
Bible knowledge, and, as so often happens, he had something of an 
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inferiority complex which tended to make him intolerant of 
question.2 

A surprise testimonial to Dr Blunt came from Canon Guy 
Waddington, one of the chief objectors to the bishop's involvement in the 
1934 Anglo-Catholic Congress held in Bradford. In 1969 Canon Waddington 
recalled, 

Alfred Blunt was different in almost every way (i.e. from Bishop 
Perowne], in scholarship, churchmanship, and most noteworthy, I 
found, in his attitude to those who differed from him. So, after 
early disagreements and problems, I learned to appreciate not only 
his great scholarship, but his readiness to listen to other people's 
opinions. I was impressed by his humble-mindedness and I 
benefited a great deal by his kindly tolerance of one who has 
always been a bit di1ficu11'.3 

Soon the new bishop's views were being made known to his people 
through the monthly Bradford Diocesan News. He objected to the idea held 
by many people, then as now, that the Church should not concern itself with 
matters of social and international well-being. As early as March 1933 he 
wrote, 

Human society is organised on wrong principles; its guiding 
motives are self-seeking individualism and the dominance of 
money. God is a side issue in the life of very many.4 

The decline in religious observance and the pursuit of wordly comforts, so 
generally evident today, would certainly have brought much sterner 
condemnation from him. 

Bishop Blunt sanctioned the use of special services to mark the Silver 
Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary in 1935, permitting clergy to 
invite ministers of other denominations to preach or read lessons. Eighteen 
months later, by his remarks to the Diocesan Conference, he antagonized 
Free Church ministers and unwittingly, it seems, touched off the abdication 
crisis. 

It was the bishop's custom to send a copy of his address to the Yorkshire 
Post before each conference and this he did, as usual, on the afternoon of 
30 November. He regarded the Coronation as a serious act of dedication 
during a religious ceremony and was concerned about King Edward's casual 
attitude towards religion. This lay behind all that he said: 
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In this as in any other sacrament, the benefit which God's grace 
may effect is dependent on the presence of certain human 
conditions. The benefit of the King's Coronation depends, under 
God, upon two elements: firstly on the faith, prayer and self-
dedication of the King himself; and on that it would be improper 
for me to say anything except to commend him and ask you to 
commend him to God's grace, which he will so abundantly need, 
as we all need it - for the King is a man like ourselves - if he 
is to do his duty faithfully. We hope that he is aware of his need. 
Some of us wish that he gave more positive signs of such awareness. 

But let me emphasise one point which, I think, is very material 
for the proper understanding of the intention of the service. It is 
this, that on this occasion the King holds an avowedly representa-
tive position. His personal views and opinions are his own, and as 
an individual he has the right of us all to be keeper of his own 
private conscience. But in his public capacity at his Coronation he 
stands for the British people's idea of Kingship. It has for long 
centuries been, and I hope still is, an essential part of that idea, 
that the King needs the grace of God for his office.5 

The main part of the address was about the religious nature of the 
Coronation as an act whereby the King dedicated himself to the service of 
the nation, and the people's response to this act of dedication. He was 
emphatically opposed to the suggestion of Dr Barnes, the Bishop of 
Birmingham, that the Coronation should be separated from a service of 
Holy Communion, so that Free Church ministers could take part in it. When 
the first paragraph of this extract got into the local papers it caused the 
English press to break its agreement of secrecy regarding the King's affair 
with Mrs Simpson, and the whole question of Edward VIll's future was 
brought out into the open. Most people believed that Dr Blunt was giving 
positive signs of his awareness of what was happening in royal circles and 
had chosen this way of bringing it to the nation's notice. In view of the 
explanation he gave in the Diocesan News the following January nothing 
seems to have been further from the truth. 

The Telegraph & Argus on 1 December reported the speech almost 
verbatim, using the headlines: 

The Bishop of Bradford's reference to the King's 'need for grace'. 
TRUE ASPECT OF THE CORONATION. 
Why the Free Church should not take part. 

Then the text was quoted, with the by-now famous paragraph first. The rest 
of the article was devoted to the bishop's views about the Coronation 
Service. 
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On 2 December the Telegraph & Argus leader related the bishop's 
remarks to the rumours about King Edward. 

Quite another matter is his reference - vague though it be - to 
King Edward himself. After stating that the King would abundantly 
need God's grace if he were to do his duty faithfully, the bishop 
added, 'We hope that he is aware of his need. Some of us wish 
that he gave more positive sign of his awareness'. 

A wide variety of meanings may lurk beneath this remark and 
many will probably feel that, lacking any degree of direct criticism, 
it had been better if it had never been expressed. 

On the contrary, others will consider that Dr. Blunt would not 
have committed himself in this manner had he not believed 
possible some action that might tend to imperil the sacramental 
aspects of the Coronation. 

Be that as it may, the Bishop of Bradford's speech . . . will at least 
direct public attention to the dedicatory side of the Coronation, 
which most of us may too easily overlook. 

There was further comment in 'City Topics'. 

THE BISHOP'S SPEECH: 

Although the Bishop of Bradford, since his appointment in 1931, 
has generally made his diocesan conference address the vehicle for 
weighty pronouncements, there was no clue at the beginning of the 
proceedings at Church House yesterday that he was about to 
deliver a speech of national and not merely diocesan importance. 

But his audience had not long to wait; Dr. Blunt, with his custo-
mary directness, launched into the subject of his address without a 
single preambulary statement. The Bishop is a first-class speaker 
without notes, and in transcription a reporter can rarely find any 
sign of redundancy, or any non-essential phrase; but yesterday he 
read his speech from a typewritten manuscript, and made no depar-
ture from the text of it. There was no opportunity either to gauge 
the reactions of his listeners, for his address had no interruption, 
and afterwards there was no discussion. 

This piece of reporting sets the scene in a dramatic way. The fact that the 
bishop now knew at least something about the relationship between the 
King and Mrs Simpson seemed to make him all the more determined not to 
be deflected from his original purpose. Contrary to his usual custom he read 
the speech so as not to alter a single word of what he had written many weeks 
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before, and of course there were many other points the bishop wanted to 
press home besides those relating to the King. The audience listened 
quietly, and the address, which had begun without preamble, ended without 
allowing time for discussion or debate. 

The Telegraph & Argus carried a quotation from the Yorkshire Post of 
that day in which the writer referred to the splendid example set to the new 
King by his father, George V. 

Deep disappointment must necessarily result if, instead of this 
continuity of example, there should develop a dispute between the 
King and his Ministers such as must almost inevitably raise a 
constitutional issue of the gravest character. 

Reverting to the question of the King's 'need for grace', the Yorkshire Post 
also said, 

Dr. Blunt must have had good reason for so pointed a remark. 
Most people by this time are aware that a good deal of rumour 
regarding the King has been published of late in the more sensa-
tional American newspapers. It is proper to treat with contempt 
mere gossip such as is frequently associated with the names of 
European royal persons. The Bishop of Bradford would certainly 
not have condescended to recognise it. But certain statements 
which have appeared in reputable United States journals, and even 
we believe in some Dominion newspapers, cannot be treated with 
so much indifference. They are too circumstantial and plainly have 
a foundation in fact. 

For this reason an increasing number of responsible people is led 
to fear lest the King may not yet have perceived how complete in 
our day must be that self-dedication of which Dr. Blunt spoke if 
the Coronation is to bring a blessing to all the peoples and is not, 
on the contrary, to prove a stumbling block. 

The Yorkshire Observer on 2 December printed the bishop's speech in 
full. The comment mentions his views on the Coronation Service and his 
opposition to Dr Barnes, who wanted Free Church leaders to take part. The 
leader said, 

The bishop's references to the King himself raise directly the 
personal aspects of the responsibility of the occupant of the Throne 
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to give a lead according to standards which can be generally 
observed and publicly proclaimed . . . So long as that Church is a 
State institution the King's conscience and his acts cannot be dis-
associated from his responsibility as its head. 

On 3 December the Telegraph & Argus said, 

In view of all the circumstances, the Bishop of Bradford's state-
ment that his remarks in his address had no reference to these 
rumours is amazing 

On the same day the Yorkshire Observer quoted reports from other news-
papers dealing with American revelations about the King, but they were very 
vague and there is no direct reference either to the King or Mrs Simpson 
The next day the paper carried separate pictures of the King and Mrs. 
Simpson, with quotations from other sources, but there was no further 
reference to the Bishop of Bradford. 

In his biography, Blunt, Peart-Binns, quotes from the bishop's private 
notes: 

For one moment I appeared in the pages of history and became 
front page news in The Times; my part in the events leading up to 
King Edward Viii's Abdication has been absurdly exaggerated, and 
so completely misrepresented by the gossip columns of the Press 
and the current scandal-mongering of gutters and clubs alike, that 
I think it may be of interest if I set down what actually I had to do 
with the events. 

We (the Church) were all trying to key England up to approach the 
Coronation with some sense of religious education. I was planning 
to say something about it at my Diocesan Conference in December. 
Two circumstances gave me my line of treatment.6 

Here Dr Blunt mentions the Bishop of Birmingham's sermon in St. James's 
Palace Chapel, which suggested that the Coronation should be divorced 
from Holy Communion so the Nonconformists could take part. He also 
mentions Provost Mowll's report ofa businessman's remarks, 'You parsons 
are trying to make us take a religious view of the Coronation. What's the use 
when the principal actor in it has no use for that sort of thing himself'?' 

Blunt felt it would be a disaster if the King's attitude led people to 
approach the Coronation with the wrong attitude. 
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So I planned my address to deal with these two points . . . Note 
the words, for they were carefully chosen. I did not deny that the 
King showed signs of grace. Indeed I thought - and think - the 
exact reverse, for much of his quality was too good to be due to 
anything but God's grace. Nor did I say that the King was not 
aware that he needed the grace of God; that was his own business 
and I had neither right nor knowledge to speak about it. But I did 
know that, so far as public acknowledgment of God in religious 

observance was concerned, the King had gone a different way from 
his father. Nobody could know that he valued the public obser-
vance of religion and I believed that to be a real weakness in his 
public attitude as King of England. My words referred to this and 
this alone. I wrote my address in October and had it typed by my 
Secretary, and put it aside for use in December when the Con-
ference was to meet. At that time I had never heard of Mrs 
Simpson and knew nothing whatever of the King's 'affair' with her .7 

He continues by saying that he was told about Mrs Simpson by the Bishop of 
St. Albans at the Church Assembly in November. 

For a moment I wondered whether I ought to alter the words I had 
written. I decided not to for the simple reason that as the words 
had no reference to the King's love-affair they could not be twisted 
to contain such a reference. Sancta Simplicitas! Next day the storm 
broke and the heather was afire. I had no idea that so much dry 
heather was lying about waiting to be kindled; nor did I know that 
for some time the newspapers had been straining at the neck for 
the moment to break the news . 

I wrote without any reference to anybody, or hint from anybody or 
discussion with anybody. 

He says that the only people who knew what he was going to talk about were 
his Secretary and the Yorkshire Post. 

By a standing arrangement, I always let them have my Diocesan 
Conference Presidential Address the afternoon before I deliver it 
I did in this case what I usually do. They had the Address at 3 p.m. 
and I had it back at 5 p.m. Whether the Bradford office of the 
paper sent word to its Leeds office of what I was going to say . . - 

I have no means of knowing and never asked.8 

Knowing their delight in a 'scoop' he did not believe they would have 
circulated it to the Northern Press. 
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Peart-Binns tells us that Arthur Mann, editor ofthe Yorkshire Post, said 
he was in London discussing the subject of the leader with its writer, Charles 
Tower, when the Leeds office sent him the salient points of Blunt's address 
and he decided, 'Here is our subject'. He had been told that at a private 
meeting at Lambeth, presided over by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
concern had been expressed about the King's desire to marry Mrs Simpson. 

On reading the bishop's words I rather naturally assumed that he 
had been inspired by higher authority to speak as he had done . 

The proprietors and Editors of the leading London newspapers had, 
as I knew, entered into an agreement not to allude to the subject. 
I was no party to this agreement and I thought the time had come 
for the silence to be broken and the issue squarely faced.9 

Arthur Mann then says that when the leading article had been written 
extracts were sent to the Press Association for general circulation and before 
8p.m. on! December every newspaper office in the country had received the 
quotation. He continues: 

When a day or two later Bishop Blunt, in a press interview, 
declared that he had never so much as heard of Mrs Simpson 
when he wrote his address I realised that I had read into the 
Bishop's words a wider significance than he intended to convey. 

The bishop summed up the position in the Diocesan News of January 
1937. He said, 

Three facts have become clear. 

1. The issue was raised by King Edward himself and not by any-
one else. The Press revelation ended a period of silence and 
underground gossip . . . but in itself it made no difference to 
the eventual outcome. 

2. King Edward had made up his mind from the very first to abdi-
cate if he could not make the lady he wished to marry his 
Queen. The suggestion of a morganatic marriage was made to 
him but he neither pressed it nor thought it possible. 
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3. His projected course was impossible. The marriage would have 
have given bitter offence to large sections of opinion both in 
England and in the Dominions and would have immensely 
diminished the influence of the Crown. 

Most people who knew Dr Blunt respected him for his plain, straight-
forward speaking, and when he said that he had never heard of Mrs Simpson 
until after the address to the Diocesan Conference had been prepared they 
believed him. Any kind of equivocation was quite against the run of his 
character. Whether having been informed about 'the affair' he ought to have 
changed his speech is another matter. He thought that as his remarks 
referred only to the King's attitude towards the public observance of religion 
there could be no possible risk of confusion. 'Sancta Simplicitas'! The public 
and the press for the most part thought differently, and the storm broke. 

We leave the last word on the subject to Peter Holdsworth of the 
Bradford Telegraph & Argus, who said, in one of his reviews, 

• . from boyhood I knew Dr. Blunt and there never was a 
straighter, kinder or more lovable man. Years later when he told 
me that while writing that diocesan statement he was unaware of 
the Simpson affair, and was referring to Edward's need to display 
more support for the Church, I believed him totally. 

Nevertheless, he had not only bumbled into a minefield but had 
set it off. 1° 
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COMING TO GRIPS WITH SHELF 

Cyril Metcalfe 

Local history is a growth industry. More and more people, with 
time to spare, are tracing their family trees or working in groups on 
the history of their neighbourhoods. This means that more and 
more help is required, and we all know how much we have bene-
fited from an expert word of advice, or direction to an appropriate 
source. We rely a great deal on what Robert Perks, in this issue, 
calls 'history from above', but most of us toil below, and it is easy 
to become discouraged when our research seems to be floundering, 
especially when we are working alone. Cyril Metcalfe's inquiry into 
Shelf's past, highlights the problems and the rewards attached to 
research in a somewhat uncharted region. I hope that this explora-
tory article will be the first of a series and I am sure that Mr Met-
calfe would be interested to hear from any of our members, or any 
others who wish to make contributions to a 'History of Shelf'. (Ed.) 

I. Identifying Shelf 

For many people Shelf is an enigma: they are not sure whether it 
'belongs' to Bradford or to Halifax. It is situated midway between the two 
towns and has historical links with both. Nevertheless, it retains even now 
something of its individuality and sense of identity. 

lfwe consider its recent history the story goes back to the period 1805-
1829, when township meetings were held in local inns. There were twenty-
two meetings at the house of William Lister, or the 'Duke William'. To 
adopt the Local Government Act of 1858 the first Shelf Local Board was 
established in 1863, with nine elected members. Its main concerns were 
roads, water supplies, buildings and nuisances. There are gaps in the Minute 
Books between 1866 and 1877, and the Board went out of existence in 1894. It 
was succeeded in the same year by Shelf Urban District Council, a body of 
nine members chosen by 540 electors. In the following years there were 
attempts by both Bradford and Halifax to persuade Shelf to amalgamate 
with them. After friendly meetings between Shelf and Queensbury Council 
members there came in 1937 the formation ofQueensbury and ShelfU.D.C., 
which continued until 1974, when Shelf became a District within the Metro-
politan Borough of Calderdale, and Queensbury became part of Bradford. 
Its population has never been large and at the last Census in 1981 was just 
over 4,000. 

If, on the other hand, we consider Shelf's early history there is little to 
help us. Such townships probably had their origins well over a thousand 
years ago as Anglian settlements, but in this case even the place-name itself 
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is not mentioned until 1086. Spelling in old documents varied greatly, and so 
we have Seel f1086, Shelfe 1236, Self 1290, Schelphe 1514 and Chelf 1570.' Few 
names can be more transparent in meaning, for the settlement is established 
on terrain which shelves gradually from the High Cross area near the 
Queensbury boundary at 900 feet, to the lowerground in the south near High 
Bentley, Dean House and Ox Heys on the Hipperholme boundary at 500 
feet. Margaret Gelling describes it as 'one of the most striking examples of 
an area of level ground surrounded by mountainous country to the south-
west of Bradford'? 

2. Shelf from printed sources 

Little research appears to have been done on Shelf and its township, 
and there are few written records. Even the pages of the Bradford Antiqua,y 
and the Transactions of the Halifax Antiquarian Society reveal hardly 
anything, although John Lister of Shibden Hall presented a paper to the 
latter society on 'An Excursion to Shelf - the old Manor House of Shelf 
Hall, High Bentley and Dean House', and the article contains much that is 
interesting. There are also local history articles published by the Bradford 
Telegraph & Argus and the Halifax Evening Courier. 

A delightful article by Harry Hiley-Peel appeared in the Yorkshire 
Evening Post in 1929, describing the 'Last Days of a Two-man Pit - a little-
known business in clay mining near Bradford'. In 1879, Rufus Barraclough, a 
well known Shelf farmer, discovered by accident when sinking a well, a fine 
seam of 'sagger' clay, a special clay in great demand from local potteries. The 
clay pit was worked by two men, one up and one down, for 50 years, until it 
closed in 1929. In this period the pit produced 30,000 tons of valuable clay, 
and had brought to Rufus, by his 70th birthday, a 'fair bit o'cake'. 

James Parker of Great Horton, Bradford, wrote books on local history 
between 1897 and 1904, in which sections on Shelf appeared. He contributed 
Sketches of Wibsey, Bierley, Coley and Shelf(price three-pence) and Rambles 
from Hipperholme to Tong, along with photographs and sketches. Although 
the books need to be treated with care, they contain much that is interesting 
and valuable, and serve to trigger off further research. Frank Barrett, late 
Head of Shelf County Infants and Junior School, made excellent 
contributions to local history. Besides writing a History of Queensbu,y, he 
wrote a booklet called Education in Shelf, and Local Government in Shelf 
1700-1937. This last work, in two parts, consisted of papers read to the Halifax 
Antiquarian Society. John Whiteley and the Young Communicants of Shelf 
Parish Church published a useful booklet in 1970, About Shelf - an 
Anthology, but no one has put together a continuous history of Shelf. 

3. Shelf in documents 

Published documentary sources contain much useful information on 
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Shelf, particularly the volumes in the Yorkshire Archaeological Society's 
Record Series, and Halifax Parish Registers (1538-93). Also of great value is 
West Yorkshire: An Archaeological Survey to A.D. 1500. This brings together a 
large number of references to documentary material, published and 
unpublished, which throws light on the complex manorial history of Shelf. 
For example, part of it belonged to the Honour of Pontefract and part to the 
Manor of Wakefield. 

My own research into Shelf history has brought me into contact with 
documents and deeds concerning many aspects of the township story. The 
task in the near future will be to marshal these into date and topic order and 
then present a balanced account. The Township Books on local government, 
and their analysis by Frank Barrett, I have already mentioned. The Savile 
family of Thornhill, Dewsbury, were Lords of the Manor of Shelf for many 
centuries, and indeed into the present century, and these manorial records 
will be important. Between 1969 and 1970 the Yorkshire Estate Records of 
the Saviles were deposited in the Dewsbury Central Library, and I shall be 
sifting the Shelf references. Some of the Savile records are in the Estate 
Office in Thornhill, while others are in County Records in Nottingham. 
Linked with the particular references of Shelf Manor will come more 
general references in the Wakefield Manor records. For criminal offences 
Shelf was in the Graveship of Brighouse, along with nine other townships. 
Courts were held twice yearly in Brighouse and the Township Constables 
were appointed annually. Here again the Wakfield Manor Court Rolls will 
be valuable. 

Individual farmsteads are proving useful in providing records of 
agricultural economy and practices. The deeds and documents of Carr 
House Farm date back to A.D. 1600, and the owner has kindly placed these at 
my disposal. lam indebted to Mr. Sam Jagger for this and hope that other old 
farms will have similar documents. The Land Registry at Wakefield will be 
another source of information regarding the purchase and transfer of lands 
in Shelf, as will the County Record Office for Land Tax records, Quarter 
Sessions material and a variety of other source materials. 

4. In Conclusion 

Frustrating as research can be, there is nevertheless always something 
to stimulate curiosity and whet the appetite. Heckden, for example, was a 
relatively important locality in Shelf in the Middle Ages, but cannot now be 
identified. It appeared as Heckedenbanc in 1286, and Hekedeyn in 1487, 
probably deriving from an Old English word meaning 'hatch' or 'gate'. Just 
how and why the name vanished from local records remains a mystery. 

Sometimes, out of general obscurity, an individual family or locality 
emerges with great clarity. In the 17th century, when Shelf was experiencing 
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an increase in population and wealth, Samuel Wade was a thriving yeoman-
clothier, living at High Bentley. On his death in 1693 he left goods to the 
value of 1148: of this total £53 was accounted for by Kersey cloths, but more 
remarkably he was owed £400 for cloth in the hands of a London 
merchant.3 

Coal mines have been recorded in the township since the 1500s at least, 
but leases and legal papers of the 18th and 19th centuries reveal how the local 
ironfounders exploited the reserves of coal and ironstone much more 
systematically, and also how disputes developed over the mineral rights on 
the unenclosed sections of Shelf Moor. Paradoxically each discovery opens 
up new topics, inviting the researcher to follow every ramification of the 
subject. At the moment I am travelling hopefully, but! look forward to the 
day when I 'arrive' with a 'History of Shelf, whatever its shortcomings, and 
however imperfect it may be. 
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MARY LISTER B.D. 1922-1985 

The Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society suffered a sad loss 
when Mary Lister died suddenly in March 1985. 

Miss Lister, who joined the Society in 1947, became a Life Member. 
She was President from 1975 to 1977 and Excursions Secretary from 1966 to 
the time of her death. She was the moving spirit behind many of the 
Society's activities, from helping to catalogue the library to arranging 
Biennial Dinners and holding coffee mornings in aid of the Society's funds. 
It was her work as Excursions Secretary which we valued most. Many will 
remember her cheerful efficiency on the Cotswolds Week-ends and the 
careful planning which went into all the arrangements for the summer 
outings. 

For thirty years Mary Lister was on the staff of Hanson School, where 
she taught History and Religious Studies and held the post of librarian. After 
retiring in 1979 she took on the complete reorganization of the Chapter 
Library at Bradford Cathedral. In addition, as a member of the National 
Association of Decorative & Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS), she helped to 
record the total contents of the Cathedral; St. James's, Bolton; All Saints', 
Bingley; St. Oswald's, Guiseley and St. Wilfrid's, Calverley. She had a long 
connection with St. James's, Bolton but more recently devoted much time to 
her duties at the Cathedral, where she was often to be found in the library, or 
acting as Guide and Welcomer. At home she was fond of needlework and 
one of the kneelers in the Cathedral chancel was made by her. 

Mary Lister wrote several booklets: The Hanson Saga 1891-1970(1970), 
The Moravian Museum, Fulneck (1974), The Township ofBolton and the Church 
of St. Ja,nes with St. Chiysostoni 1876-1976 (1976) and The Story of Bolton 
Woods and St. Laurence's Church (1980). 

I knew Mary Lister personally as a fellow pupil at Hanson School, and 
after a friendship of over forty years I feel her loss very keenly. Such people 
are hard to replace. 

Mary Batley 

President (1983-1985) 
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JOHN THORNHILL - A Profile 

Mr & Mrs Thornhill, who although not inseparable are often together, 
joined the Society in 1964. John acted as Librarian for many years, was 
installed as President in 1981 and is still an active member of the council. I 
have known him for about forty years and some time ago when I needed 
information about Bradford's through railway schemes I approached him 
with my queries. He replied by giving me a complete set of lecture notes, 
twenty-seven pages, with an appendix of beautifully produced maps and 
diagrams. This example is typical of his methodical approach to life. He is in 
great demand as a speaker, and known far and wide for his illustrated talks, 
usually on communications - roads, railways and canals, but easily able to 
launch out into 'The Crossing of Morecambe Bay'. His preparation is 
meticulous and he rarely uses notes. Joan Thornhill, who usually acts as 
projectionist, forms part of a very efficient team. 

John was born in Morecambe, and his father, who worked for the Midland 
Railway was based at the Promenade Station. There is no evidence that 
young John ever wanted lobe a train driver, but he became interested in 
railways at a very early age. In 1945 he joined the newly formed Bradford 
Railway Circle, which met in a former cafe on the old Manningham Station. 
He made his debut with a talk on the Furness Railway and in 1985 was asked 
to repeat it as part of the Circle's fortieth birthday celebrations. 

Voluntary service has always claimed a big share of John's time. For over 
fifty years he was a member of the Parochial Church Council at St. 
Margaret's Church, Thornbury, where he also served as churchwarden and 
Sunday School Superintendent. He is still an active member of the 
congregation. Thirteen years ago he was asked to write the early history of 
the church, which he did with his usual thoroughness. But he is a reluctant 
author, as I found when I pressed him to write an article for the Antiquary. 
From my own poor attempt to grapple with the subject I knew that 
Bradford's through line schemes had never been explained in a way that 
ordinary people - we keep using that term - could understand, so I asked 
John to tackle thejob. He produced a carefully documented account, which 
was still very much a railway enthusiast's piece, so  went back to him with 
my questions, and gradually a very protracted and complicated part of 
Bradford's history was made plain, even to me. 

It will come as a surprise to many people to learn, as I did recently, that John 
Thornhill's real interest, when he has time to pursue it, is not railways, roads 

or canals, but ecclesiology. It is this which has led him and his wife to visit 
over a thousand churches - not just to 'look around', but to note 
architectural features, furnishings and the setting ofworship. Of course, they 
have taken photographs. 
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John Thornhill is an active historian. He likes to cover the ground, to see 'the 
thing itself', and that is why societies ask him to speak to them again and 
again. His name has, of course, appeared on our own lecture programme 
many times, but only once, in December 1969, has he preferred the 
perpendicular to the horizontal. He then spoke on 'Some antiquarian 
features of English churches'. I think we ought to ask him to take up the 
theme again. 

J.F. 
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EDITORIAL 

It was on Saturday morning, 8 December 1984, that 'Third Series No.1 
—1985' was successfully launched by Canon Kenneth Cook in the Cathedral 
Parish Room. Those of us not 'in the know' failed to understand why the 
proceedings opened in semi-darkness, but the surprise was complete when 
the curtains were drawn back to reveal St. Cyprian and his companions in the 
second Morris window, which had not seen the light of day for twenty years 
or more. This was a most effective way of illustrating Miss Lister's 
description of the old south chancel window in the Bradford Antiquary. After 
such a good send off the first issue of the new series, in spite of its 
imperfections, sold remarkably well, and there are only thirty or forty copies 
left. In addition the new number has gained us many friends- and several 
additional members. 

Early in October 19851 met Dr Muriel Whitaker of the University of 
Alberta when she came to Cartwright Hall to see the Tristram and Isoude 
panels. Dr Whitaker, who is writing a book on the artistic interpretation of 
Arthurian legend, heard about Mr Lawson's article in the Antiquary through 
the good offices of the William Morris Society. As she had already made 
plans to come to this country to gather material for her book she arranged to 
visit Bradford, and Mr Lawson very kindly offered to get the stained glass 
out of store so that she might examine it. When! saw Dr Whitaker she was 
busily taking notes, but had so far only dealt with four of the thirteen panels. 
We wish her every success with her research. 

For two years Mary Lister and I had been preparing the ground for a 
history of Bradford Parish Church and Cathedral. When discussing the 
bishops of Bradford we discovered that in 1986 it would be fifty years since 
the abdication crisis sparked off by Bishop Blunt in his address to the 
Diocesan Conference on I December 1936. Although we do not want to get 
into the habit of celebrating any and every anniversary we thought that this 
would be a good opportunity to set down the facts surrounding the speech, 
so that readers might form a balanced view of the bishop's motives. This 
'human interest' story is not the kind we associate with the Antiquary, but the 
rise and fall of monarchs is the very stuff of history. When the dethronement 
was laid at Bradford's door local history became world news. 

The manuscript which Miss Lister had already written covered the 
whole of Dr Blunt's time in Bradford, but I have extracted the relevant 
portions and made one or two small additions. I hope that Miss Lister would 
have approved of the final result. She was a great help during the printing of 
'Third Series No. 1' and I miss her friendly co-operation. She was most keen 
that the Bradford Antiquary should continue to be published and the present 
issue would no doubt have given her much satisfaction. 
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Equality of the sexes is a very late development, even in civilized 
countries like ours. Bradford has always been dominated by its men, and 
apart from Margaret McMillan, and perhaps Miriam Lord, her disciple, and 
Margaret Law, it is hard to think of any women who have made names for 
themselves. The Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society was formed in 
1878 by men for men, and the first women members were not enrolled until 
the turn of the century. Now there are far more women than men, and the 
Bradford Antiquary ought somehow to take note of this fact. We would, of 
course, welcome more articles by women (although they would probably be 
about men), and we are pleased to publish Catherine Thackray's researches 
into the history of Brunswick Place. Mrs Thackray, who actually mentions 
the contents of a lady's dressing room and 'a piano chiffonier and ornaments 
on top', is campaigning fora woman's view of history. Robert Perks, through 
his work at Bradford Heritage Unit, is finding that 'ordinary' people, and 
especially women, are providing lively and often amusing reminiscences. So 
in his article a girl tells how she spent her first day at the mill and we hear a 
midwife's tale - slices of life which would not normally find their way into 
history books. 

Soot, in industrial Bradford, fell on male and female alike, and many 
efforts to control smoke were made in the first half of the 19th century. In 
1844 William Scoresby, who was then Vicar of Bradford, eloquently 
complained that the town's forest of tall chimneys 

pour out their dark produce of imperfect combustion of the inferior 
coal in unrestrained plenitude. The chemical source of power and 
prosperity has ample indulgence to smoke its utmost. 

'Here', he said, 'is the region of smoke liberty'. The debate continued and at 
a council meeting in February 1849 an alderman was said to have turned 
Bradford's smoke into 'a great washing-day problem'. Almost a hundred 
years later it was no unusual thing for a line full of washing to be so badly 
marked by smuts from a nearby mill chimney that the entire lot had to be 
washed again. Successful smoke control is one of the greatest boons ever 
conferred upon Bradford, and Clement Richardson tells how this was 
achieved. 

All told there is a good spread of interest in 'Third Series No. 2' and I 
wish to thank all the authors for their contributions. 

PAPER HALL PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

PAPER HALL is now being restored and the results are plain for all to 
see. Local stone, specially quarried, has been cut on the site and the restored 
facade of the north wing now shows above the surrounding high fence. The 
roof is being thatched, as they would have said in 1643, with stone slates, and 
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the new mullions look as grand as they must have done when the hall was 
first built. Of course an immense amount of work has gone into securing the 
foundations and making way for the usual services. 

There is a danger, however, that these signs of progress may lead 
people to think that finance is no longer a problem. This is far from the case, 
because sums, large or small, are required in order to release the substantial 
grant given by English Heritage on a pound for pound basis. 

Congratulations must go to Professor R.A.J. Ord-Smith for his 
perseverance in the face of enormous difficulties throughout the whole of 
fourteen years, and to the committee which has supported him so loyally. 
Donations may be sent to Dr Norman Entwistle, 3 Collier Lane, Baildon, 
West Yorkshire. 

UNDERCLIFFE CEMETERY 

Success has also rewarded another of our good causes. Since 1976, 
when the private company which owned it went into liquidation, the 
condition of the cemetery has been the source of great public concern. Now, 
after a four-year struggle involving many disappointments and untold frus-
tration, Christine Chapple and the Friends of Undercliffe Cemetery have 
won their case. A company has been formed to run the cemetery, in which 
burials still take place, and a scheme of restoration organized with the help 
of the Manpower Services Commission has begun. Mrs Chapple, to whom 
we owe a vast debt for her initiative and perseverance, is to remain in the 
forefront. She has been appointed assistant secretary of the new company 
and burial registrar, so things are in good hands. 

Mrs Chapple points out that voluntary help is still needed, not least by 
subscription to the Friends of the Cemetery. Information may be obtained 
from her at 109 Oxford Road, Gomersal, Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire. 
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COCKFIGHTING 
Research in Progress 

At the official opening of the new premises for Bradford District 
Archives on 27 September 1985 there was a small display of documents in the 
entrance hall. One of the exhibits was a manuscript booklet from the 
Spencer-Stanhope collection, containing details of cockfights. This grisly 
sport is something to which I have never paid much attention, but I thought 
that a facsimile of a page from such an unusual document might be of 
interest to our readers, especially in view of recent court cases. Having 
obtained a photocopy I decided that a few words of explanation were 
necessary, so  sat down to examine the booklet and other documents about 
cockfighting which were in the same envelope. There was a great deal of 
material in a large cardboard box, all on the same subject, but I had only 
enough time to skim through it and take a few notes. 

Quite by chance a few days earlier I had begun to read, once again, Mrs 
Gaskell's Life of Charlotte Bront. At the outset Mrs Gaskell decides to 
acquaint readers with the wild and rough ways of the people of Haworth, 
among whom Miss Brontë spent her formative years. While the common 
folk may have been noted for their 'sour rudeness' the upper classes set a 
poor example to them, and she tells of  squire whose great amusement was 
cockfighting. He was so obsessed with this occupation that on his death-bed 
he ordered his cocks to be brought in so that he could watch their bloody 
battles.' This seems far-fetched, but the documents in the Bradford 
collection show that this savage and brutal sport was widespread in the north 
and midlands during the 18th century. It was a highly organized business and 
the 'gentlemen of England', rather as in racing, had their strings of cocks, 
which were trained and looked after by men who kept a careful eye on form 
and gave written accounts of all the battles. 

I was particularly interested in the argot used in the reports. The birds 
are described in a kind of shorthand: 

A Boxen pile 
A Ginger hr Shit w red 
A Streak br Yellow 
A Yell Dk Lt Eye Or Rt2 

The comments on the fighting make gruesome reading: 

Very good - died of a cut throat. 
Ready & good, a broken thigh. 
Dropped dead in a few blows. 

Sometimes there are details of a bird's peculiarities and deformities: 
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very stout. This cock's neck had been several times twisted about 
at his walk . . . Radcliffe tells me but so - so very hot. 

Contests took place locally at Wakefield, Halifax and Horsforth. 
Bradford, which had a cockpit, does not seem to have been one of the main 
battle grounds, but there is a report on the 'Trysts at Bradford on Feb. 6 
1754'. Inter-county contests were held— the Roses match at Manchester, and 
on April 21745 Yorkshire took on the Derbyshire cocks at Chesterfield. 

A few days after my spell of note-taking I was glancing through a scrap-
book, when I came across an article by John Hewitt in the Bradford 
Telegraph & Argus. 21 February 1984, on the subject of cockfighting, which 
has never quite died out in Yorkshire. There used to be many unofficial pits 
in and around Bradford, and he quoted two men who actually witnessed the 
fights fifty or sixty years ago. Apparently cocking was a form of enter-
tainment provided for the boys of Giggleswick School until 1826. 

So far I had seen no reference to the effects which cockfighting has had 
upon our vocabulary, but! remembered the unpleasant practice of 'counting 
out' in my schooldays: 

One, two, three, 
I'm cock ovver thee, 
Six, seven, eight, 
Thaa dardn't feight. 

I am not sure, but I think 'four and five' were left out, probably in the 
interests of scansion. Higher up the scale some schools had a 'cock house'. 
At York in 1750 'A Firey Furnice', one of Sir John Lister Kay's birds, was 
'ready enough but very bad at first & wd not fight on the blind side & sulky at 
last'. So those who go round the serum on the open side are probably 
following the example ofa Firey Furnice. We read a lot about 'cock walks', 
(and we all know 'cock of the walk') but I wasn't quite sure what they were, so 
I went to Bradford Central Library to find out. I then discovered that 
someone had got to the South Pole before me. There was a typescript 

account of 'Cockfighting in Yorkshire', by Lilian Robinson, one of our 
contributors last year, and the subject of 'Profile'. Old West Riding 
immediately came to mind, and when I got home I took Out 'Vol 2 No.1 
Spring 1982'. There it was, on page 10. I had seen the article three years ago 
and glanced through it: but memory fails. Miss Robinson had caught me on 
the blind side. Her account, based on the Spencer-Stanhope documents, is 
concise, giving all the necessary details and references, with explanations 
and a glossary of terms used. So, for example, we find: 

COCK WALK 
A place where game cocks were kept. They were usually separated 

76 



from the other birds when they started to become aggressive, and 
then kept in separate walks to recuperate after battles. 

and BATTLE ROYAL 
A number of cocks were pus into the pit at the same time, the 
survivor being the winner .3 

If no Ph.D. thesis on 'Cockfighting' has yet been written there is 
enough material in the Spencer-Stanhope manuscripts to enable someone 
to make a start. 

J.F. 
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BRADFORD DISTRICT ARCHIVES 

In July 1985 Bradford Archives moved from the Central Library to 
newly converted premises at 15 Canal Road, and on 27 September Miss 
Batley and I were invited to the official opening. Mr Jack Reynolds was the 
speaker, and after the department had been declared open the guests toured 
the building. A welcome and appetizing buffet lunch brought the 
proceedings to a pleasant close. 

The West Yorkshire Archive Joint Committee are to be congratulated 
on the very wise provision they have made for Bradford Archives because 
Mr James and his staff were working in very cramped and restricted 
conditions at the Central Library, but in this spacious building - a former 
warehouse - documents are stored where they are easily accessible. 
Researchers benefit, too, because there is no traffic through the room in 
which they are working and the whole atmosphere is conducive to study. Mr 
David James described the various collections of documents in the Bradford 
Antiquary 1985. 

LOCAL PUBLICATIONS 

VILLAGE TO MILL TOWN - Shipley and its Society 1600-1870, by George 
Sheeran (Bradford Libraries, 1984) El. 

George Sheeran's book on Shipley maintains the high standard of 
Bradford Libraries' publications: it is well written and attractively presented. 

Mr Sheeran has not been content, like some of us, to make use of 
second-hand information. His quotations are from original sources, but they 
fall naturally into the text and the explanations which go along with them are 
lucid and informative. The old families of Shipley are set neatly in context, 
with accounts of their lineage, standing, houses and business interests. I 
particularly like the simple definitions of those things which sometimes 
trouble us: the degrees in society - gentry, yeomen, husbandmen; the 
different kinds of coal mine and those often confused terms, woollen and 
worsted. The book is well illustrated and the maps and diagrams are a great 
help, especially the inset, 'In Search of Shipley'. 

This is a practical book. It can be used as a guide by those who want to 
explore the nooks and crannies, and I imagine it will be very useful in 
schools. By giving such a concise account of this particular period George 
Sheeran has filled a real need, and whether old or young, there is something 
for all to learn. 
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UNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUE! by Clarence Muff (Occasional Local Publica-
tions No. 6, City of Bradford Metropolitan Council, Libraries Division, 1984) 

95p. 

Clarence Muff's vivid account of life in the rough, tough Mount Street 
district of Bradford is appropriately free from grammatical fussiness and 
conventional restraints. On one occasion at least, the reader needs a strong 
stomach, but there is nothing new in that these days. 

This is  written form of recorded speech, and just the kind of history 
the Bradford Heritage Recording Unit is also seeking to promote, through 
the experiences of 'ordinary people', although Clarry Muff is no very 
ordinary person. He has a prodigious memory, and reminds us of many 
forgotten things - those we have loved and not loved, including visits to the 
pawnshop, which some families made every week as soon as the washing had 
been ironed; the knockers-up; the Jordon' cake (which I recall as being 
rather 'sad' stuff); the fish and chips, always served in newspaper, and 
Charlie Chaplin in 'The Kid'. 

There is much here to laugh at, but cause for tears, too, as when a 
hoarding fell down on his mother, breaking her back and killing her three-
month old baby. Mrs Muff was given up for dead, but how she came back! 
Clarry's return from Sheffield, penniless after buying two meat pies, 
tramping footsore and weary through the snow, is  remarkable tribute to the 
family spirit. 'I never knew there were so many ways of carrying a suitcase', 
he said. 

Much of the story is concerned with betting, boxing, boozing and 
borrowing, by Runyonesque characters such as Joe Race and Kid Choc 

Melgram, but there is 'real history', too. We hear about enlistment during 
the First World War and, most interesting of all, the inside story of the Low 
Moor Explosion, told by his father, who was one of the Yellow Men who 
worked there. The forty-eight pages are packed with incident of one kind or 
another, and just when we are taking a breath Clarry says, 'Now I'll go on to 
boxing'. 

I enjoyed this book. It really is unbelievable. 

SHIPLEY GLEN RAMBLE written and published by Stanley Varo (Bradford 
1984) £1.50. 

Older Bradfordians may still treasure a photograph of themselves 
taken during a Sunday School outing to Shipley Glen. For although it was 
not quite like Blackpool's South Shore, to children who rarely saw the sea 'a 
trip on to t'Glen' was an exciting event. Many a school composition 
described the walk from the tram stop at Saltaire, down Victoria Road past 
the four friendly lions, over the bridge spanning the River Aire and on to the 
Glen Tramway, where the real adventure started. 
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Stanley Varo was probably born too late to enjoy these simple 
pleasures, but his outings, in any case, were arranged with different ends in 
view. His book is in large measure a tribute to the late Sidney Jackson, a 
former curator of Cartwright Hall Museum, who did so much to stimulate an 
interest in natural history, particularly among the young. Mr Varo was one 
of those who accompanied Sidney Jackson on his rambles, learning, as he 
went along, how to observe, record information, and collect specimens. 

On this ramble we follow paths which take in, among other things, 
Hirst Wood, a stone circle known as 'Soldiers Trench', cup-and-ring stones, 
bell pits, and the site of the Toboggan Run, which closed in 1900 after a 
serious mishap. 

Unfortunately, the attractions which drew earlier generations to this 
beauty spot, such as the Japanese Gardens, the swings and roundabouts, and 
especially the Oceanwave Switchback and the Aerial Flight, have now gone. 
So, too, has Milner Field, the mansion occupied by MrTitus Salt, son of Sir 
Titus. There is an interesting chapter about Milner Field, with photographs 
and an account of two royal visits. Fine though it was, this house, perhaps 
because of the curse laid upon its inhabitants, was demolished in 1950, after 
being unoccupied for twenty years. 

People who visit Shipley Glen now usually come to enjoy its natural 
features, and this book, written, I am pleased to say, by one of our own 
members, will help them to spend their time profitably. The map is a 
particularly useful support to the text. 

INNS AND PUBS OF OLD BRADFORD, written and published by Paul 
Jennings (Bradford 1985), £1.20. 

Paul Jennings reminds us how inns once played a central role in the 
lives of communities. They provided accommodation, especially if they 
were coaching houses, and became places where all kinds of business was 
transacted, including meetings of Improvement Commissioners and 
turnpike trustees, coroners' inquests and magistrates' sessions, political 
rallies and auction sales. Of course inns were primarily drinking shops, and 
in industrial towns like Bradford drunkenness, vice and immorality were 
rife. Temperance societies undoubtedly did some good, but positive 
measures like popular education, improved housing, provision of theatres 
and recreational facilities, probably played a greater part in combating the 

evils of excessive drinking. Concern about working-class morals was shown 
by the number of reports and inquiries on the subject during the mid 19th 
century. Licensing Acts led to a reduction in the number of beer houses, 
whisht shops and dram shops, and when opening hours were restricted 
convictions for drunkenness began to decrease. 
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Much information is packed into these twenty-eight pages and the 
booklet contains two maps and photographs of inns with potted histories. 
Many of the original buildings have been pulled down, and those which 
remain have often undergone a great deal of alteration. The Talbot Inn, for 
example, was entirely rebuilt in 1878 and the old dog ('made of a log') was 
replaced by two stone ones, which were taken down from their perches when 
the inn closed. A year or two ago they made their way to Ripon and were last 
seen in the safe custody of an antique dealer. 

The map which forms an end-piece to this booklet gives enthusiasts an 
opportunity to embark on a crawl covering thirty-six sites not too far from 
the city centre, although many of the pubs and the streets in which they were 
situated have disappeared. Whatever happened in these old beerhouses 
their names had a line, romantic ring: Tichborne Arms, Chinese Temple, 
Tumbling Hill Tavern, Bishop Blaize and, one of the strangest, Yorkshire 
Divan. 

The author has confined his researches to central Bradford. I hope it 
will not need Dutch courage to make him venture into the suburbs in search 
of material for further booklets like this one. 

REPRINTS 

We are pleased to give notice of the reprinting of two valuable books 
on local history. 

THE STORY OF BAILDON, by John La Page, first published 1951, reprinted 
by M.T.D. Rigg (Publications), Guiseley, Nr Leeds. £6.50. 

John La Page, who died in 1981, at the age of 88, was one of our most 
distinguished members. He was also a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society 
and this book established his reputation as a local historian. The new issue 
has been eagerly awaited and I understand that stocks are already running 
low. 

A much older book, PEN & PENCIL PICTURES OF OLD 
BRADFORD, by William Scru ton (1889), was reprinted by Mountain Press in 
1968. The new edition, by Amethyst Press, Otley, (4.95) has a preface by 
Jack Reynolds, formerly editor of the Bradford Antiquary. The author was a 
founder member of the Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society, and his 
book is indispensable to local historians. We shall probably not throw out 
our tattered copies, but a new book, with pages intact, will be a godsend to 
many a harassed researcher. 

As we go to press I have been informed of another publication which 
will appear in the very near future: PICTURES OF OLD BAILDON, by N. 
Entwistle (Countryside Publications Ltd., Brinscall, Chorley, Lanes.) £2.50 

plus postage. This book contains 57 photographs, with brief histories 
wherever possible. 

J.F. 
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CRISIS AT SALTAIRE 

'Cease to dwell on days gone by 
And brood over past history'. (Isaiah 43,v 18) 

On Friday, 18 April 1986, in the model village of Saltaire, a company represen-
ting a wide range of interests met to discuss the future of Salt's huge, empty mill. 
The seminar, which was organized by 'SAVE Britain's Heritage', included local poli-
ticians, administrators, architects, museum officers, educationalists, representatives 
of many societies, and members of the general public. Those with plans to turn the 
mill into yet another museum were dismissed by one speaker as 'nostalgia 
merchants'. The slogan clearly was 'Forward', but time was given to Dr Derek Lin. 
strum to brood a little over the past and remind delegates of the origins of this 
palace of industry in the pleasant valley of the Aire. 

I. Dr Linstrum's Address 
The general history of Sir Titus Salt and Saltaire is so well known that I do not 

propose to deal with it in any detail. But it is worth recalling that by 1848, when 
he was installed as Mayor of Bradford, Salt was described as 'at the head of a vast 
establishment . . . as a reward for his industry, intelligence, and energy'. His deve-
lopment of alpaca from fibres previously believed unuseable had greatly increased 
his business since he set up on his own account in 1829. By the 1840s he owned 
five mills in Bradford. At the age of 45 he was at the height of his energetic career, 
shortly to become MP for Bradford. Nonconformist, Liberal, a great admirer of 
Cobden and Bright, he was the typical successful West Riding industrialist. Like his 
Halifax friends, Edward Akroyd and John Crossley, Salt showed considerable 
interest in improved workers' housing. In 1849 he was the first President of the 
Bradford Freehold Land Society which enabled 'a man in humble circumstances to 
acquire a piece of land, paying for it by monthly instalments, with the view to the 
ultimate erection of a dwelling in which to live'. Several streets of back-to-back 
housing in Bradford resulted from this activity. In 1850 Salt proposed the establish-
ment of better housing, public parks, a town mission and provision for working 
class education, and within his own factories he experimented with methods of 
smoke reduction. 

In 1847 Edward Akroyd had commissioned the design for the village around 
Copley Mill in the Calder valley, which seems to have been related to, if not directly 
inspired by,Disraeli's novel Sybil: or the Two Nations. 

Deeply had Mr Trafford pondered on the influence of the employer on the health 
and content of his workpeople. He knew well that the domestic virtues are 
dependent on the existence of a home, and one of his first efforts had been to 
build a village where every family might be well lodged - . - In every street there 
was a well; behind the factory there were the public baths. 

Above all was the vast form of the factory, with the spire of the Gothic church 
and the sparkling river forming a sylvan background. 

There were, of course, two reasons for the commissioning of such a design. There 
was the practical requirement to keep a permanent pool of labour near the mills, 
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coupled with the sensible belief that healthy and contented workers are more pro-
ductive. This is not in any way to belittle the purely philanthropic aims of Akroyd, 
Crossley and Salt - they were genuine enough - but simply common sense. The 
almost contemporary publication of Sybil, as well as Coningsby, another Disraeli 
novel, in the previous year, with the inauguration of the West Riding industrial 
villages, cannot be coincidental. But who influenced whom? As Disraeli wrote 
elsewhere, 'The restless mind creates and observes at the same time', and he, 
Akroyd, Crossley and Salt certainly possessed restless minds. 

When Disraeli wrote in Coningsby of a factory, 'formal and monotonous in its 
general character, although not without a certain beauty of proportion and an artist-
like finish in its occasional masonry', he might have been describing what he had 
already seen in the north of England. But when he went on to describe the mill as 
close to 'a village of not inconsiderable size, and remarkable from the neatness and 
even picturesque character of the architecture, and the gay gardens that surrounded 
it', was this a remarkable presage of what was to be realised, or had there already 
been talk of the idea of building such villages in the West Riding? This village in 
Coningsby was a complete community, possessing a church 'in the best style of 
Christian architecture', a parsonage, a schoolhouse, and an Institute in which are a 
library, lecture room and reading room, and this settlement was not disturbed and 
polluted by the dark vapour of industrial towns. That might have been a descrip-
tion of Saltaire, and in 1850, six years after Coningsby had been published, Salt called 
on Lockwood and Mawson in their Bradford office to tell them that he intended to 
build a new mill near Shipley. Would they design it? Later Sir William Fairbairn 
was brought in as engineer. It is not quite clear how far the total concept of the 
complete village was established at this time; but it must have been discussed in 
general terms since Salt stressed that the mill had to be first built. This was obvious, 
since without it there was no reason for the village. Speed was an essential require-
ment, and there was a thought - certainly Salt's - of making use of a part of the 
dismantled Great Exhibition building as a weaving shed. But after inspection the 
notion was dismissed, and the construction of the great T-shaped mill went ahead 
quickly enough to be completed in 1853 and opened with a grand banquet for 
3,500 in the laurel-wreathed combing shed. 

It is interesting that Salt selected Lockwood and Mawson as his architects. He 
had previously approached another Bradford architect, George Knowles, but then 
he must have been introduced to the two newly-arrived men. They had just been 
given the prestigious commission for St George's Hall, and evidently Salt recognised 
that they were bringing a new architectural quality to Bradford. They must have 
been greatly encouraged to acquire a client who first talked about spending £30,000 
or £40,000 on the mill, and then decided to increase this to £100,000 for a start. 
Lockwood was the designer in the partnership, and he had already built a number 
of sensitive neoclassical designs in Hull. He had been articled to P F Robinson, and 
perhaps it is not difficult to see the influence of Robinson's published Designs for 
Ornamental Villas (1827) in some of the smaller buildings at Saltaire; but for the 
most part the details used are loosely Italian quattrocento, bold (not to say coarse 
at times). But I suggest that the details are not of great importance. What is more 
interesting is the general character of the whole village. 
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In the Akroyd villages, first at Copley and then at Akroydon, there was a con-
scious attempt to recreate the 'old English' style, 'approximating to the character of 
many old buildings in the neighbourhood'. In the later village Akroyd specifically 
referred to the 'domestic Gothic' as 'the original of the parish of Halifax, over which 
many old houses are scattered of the date of the Commonwealth, or shortly after, 
and retaining the best features of the Elizabethan domestic architecture'. It was 
not a popular decision, and the reluctant workers in Akroyd's mills complained that 
the style was 'antiquated, inconvenient, wanting in light, and not adapted to modern 
requirements'. Interestingly, such criticism was avoided by the choice of style (or 
almost the lack of style) in which the streets of housing at Saltaire were built. 

The plan adopted for the village is axial and rigidly gridded, which might not 
have been expected to approximate in any way to a traditional Pennine community. 
But the slope on which Saltaire is built, together with the varied heights of the dif-
ferent blocks of housing, results in some perhaps unexpectedly picturesque com-
positions which are reminiscent of some in such places as Haworth and Heptonstall. 
Again, the total use of stone and the paucity of decorative details, together with the 
hipped roofs over the taller blocks, are much closer in general form and character to 
the Pennine vernacular than are the rather self-conscious "domestic Gothic" charac-
ter of the Akroyd villages. The illusion is strongest in those streets where the stone 
setts are still serving as road surfaces, as in Albert Terrace down by the railway. 
The housing was built over a period and shows certain changes. The first terraces, 
named after members of the Salt family, are the most satisfactory and characteris-
tic. Those of the late 1850s are plainer and cheaper, and the last, dating from the 
late 60s, are the most elaborate. But the universal use of stone imposes a unity on 
the whole town, which remained from first to last under the control of Salt himself 
and his chosen architects. The control extended to the banning of washing hanging 
across the streets. I have sometimes wondered what happened the day Nikolaus 
Pevsner visited Saltaire. Was it a wet and cold November afternoon? Did he have 
indigestion? Had Bradford been too much for him with its 'mean and muddled 
centre', which I am sure he would have preferred to what replaced it? Whatever the 
reason, he wrote a strangely unappreciative entry on Saltaire. The plan was grudgingly 
said to be 'not without interest', the housing 'monotonous', the architecture 
dismissed as 'Italianale trim', and the entrance to this Institute was thought to be 'a 
hideous, richly Baroque portal'. Is it? Were you aesthetically affronted after 
bravely encountering Thomas Milnes's lions called War and Peace? The only 
building which merited praise was the church, and even that praise was somehow 
diluted by reference to a 'circular tower on a stumpy base'. 

Had he perhaps been reading J S Fletcher, whose A Picturesque History of York. 
shire, published in 1899, dismissed Saltaire, of which 

it is difficult to speak with any particular enthusiasm or appreciation . . . It is 
regarded by some people as the most wonderful place in Airedale and possibly in 
the world; and it is certainly worth a careful inspection if only for the sake of 
proving how very uninteresting and featureless a model village can be. 

Thirty years later, Professor Adshead called it 'a thirty to the acre congested 
scheme of terrace houses, surrounded by a park and an extravagance of public 
buildings'. 
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What caused this lack of appreciation? Maybe the clue is in the Pevsner entry 
when he noted that 'after only one generation' the plan was 'made obsolete by such 
garden suburbs as Port Sunlight and Bourneville'. And Fletcher's history was called 
'a picturesque history'. Was Saltaire being criticised for not being something it was 
never intended to bé? For not conforming to the concept of the Englishness of 
English Art? 

It is true that it looks back to traditional Yorkshire working communities rather 
than to the garden cities such as Bourneville in which 'the undulating nature of the 
land . . . is dotted with coppices and bosky dells, and through which a pretty 
winding stream runs'. But Saltaire is a traditional Yorkshire working community, 
or rather an interpretation of one, and the grandeur of the unspoilt Airedale in 
which it was set would have made Bourneville's coppices, dells and winding stream 
seem paltry by comparison. If the one is picturesque, perhaps the other is sublime. 
As the rather unctuous Rev.Robert Balgarnie wrote in his life of Sir Titus Salt, 'the 
eye takes in an extensive landscape of hill and dale, of wood and water . . . while 
beyond the hills there is a healthy moorland, stretching away towards Wharfedale'. 
The scale and grandeur of the site were so overwhelming that it was surely correct 
to take as a model for Saltaire those tightly built stone-constructed Pennine 
communities such as Haworth and Heptonstall, in which the only internal spaces 
were the churchyards, but from which could be seen views of 360 degrees of mag-
nificent landscape. Originally there were open views in every direction from Sal-
taire. 

But there were practical, as well as visual, reasons for the choice of site. Sir 
William Fairbairn praised it for 

its fitness for the economical working of a great manufacturing establishment. 
The estate is bounded by highways and railways which penetrate the very centre 
of the buildings, and is intersected both by canal and river. Abundance of water 
is obtained for the use of the steam-engines, and for the different processes of 
manufacture. By the distance of the mills from the smoke and cloudy atmosphere 
of a large town, unobstructed and good light may be secured, whilst, both by 
land and water, direct communication is gained for the importation of coal and 
all other raw produce on the one hand, and for the exportation and delivery of 
manufactured goods on the other. 

In the total scheme, the progress of a millworker through life from the cradle to 
the grave is taken care of. As age advanced he or she moved up from the streets of 
housing into the Hospital or into the Almshouses, all completed in 1868. In the 
latter, intended for the aged and infirm of good moral character, there is much 
more decorative detail than in the houses,as well ass planted open space. Presumably 
there was more time to stand and stare in the evening of life, and besides this group 
provides the ornamental introduction to the village as approached along the main 
axis, Victoria Road. 

The boys' and girls' schools are elaborately modelled on the road frontage with 
colonnades and pediments, and there is much use of Salt symbolism in Ts and the 
family arms. Again, one can see that the intention of the village plants to illustrate 
that there is a natural movement from the schools on one side of the road to the 
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Institute, completed in 1871. This was intended I or serious self-education and re-
creation. It is the most monumental of the secular non-i idust rial buildings, with a 
central tower, the doorway which aroused Nikolaus Pevsner's dislike, and figurcs 
carved by Thomas Milnes which represent Art and Science. 

Undoubtedly the finest of all the buildings is the Congregational Church which 
faces the mill and shares the axis of the main frontage. Whether it was placed there 
as a 'Sic transit gloria mundi' reminder on emerging from the palace of industry, the 
source of prosperity, or whether it was intended ass permanent thank-offering for 
divine favours is not recorded. But Lockwood and Mawson rose grandly to the 
occasion, botlt outside and inside. It was here that Salt chose his last resting place, 
building a mausoleum at the side of the church, which he would have seen when-
ever he left the mill. The one thing that he omitted to do was to build a house here 
for himself in his lifetime. He often talked about it, but never got round to it. 

The first mill was not large enough, and the New Mill was completed in 1868, 
and three years later the 14-acre park in the valley was completed as the natural 
expansion of the village and the transition between the formal layout and the 
natural hillside and moorland which form a backdrop to the village, against which 
the tower of the church and the campanile towers of the mill stand out memorably. 
Cricket, croquet and archery,boating and bathing were encouraged but no drinking, 
and there were band performances during the summer months. Interestingly tire 
statue of Salt, disfigured by graffiti, turns his back on his village and surveys the 
park and the farther landscape. This is the most picturesque part of the whole 
layout, in which there is an asymmetrical balancing of the great mill rising out of 
the water, and the church on top of a Iiigh bank. 

************ 

Dr Linstruin then turned to the subject of conservation, through questions put 
to him by nicmbers of an international Summer School visiting Saltaire on a pleasant 
Sunday evening. They were all impressed by this unique, world-famous village, and 
asked wltat controls were placed upon it and what special benefits accrued to such a 
place. They learnt about Section 10 and Town Scheme Grants and that all the 
buildings were listed. They were relieved to hear that the threat posed by a motor-
way had now receded, and that all seemed well. 

Dr Linstrum ended his address by saying that, as a result of proposals made 
during the course of the seminar, he hoped lie would have more news when the 
next Summer School came to Saltaire. 

2. Titus Salt of Bradford 
At lunchtime delegates to the conference partook of what Victorians would 

have called a 'cold collation', but although there was no shortage of food the 
provision fell far short of 19th century celebratory standards. Those who 'dwelt 
on days gone by' may have recalled the banquet held on 20 September 1853, whrert 
upwards of 3,500 guests assembled in the hinge combing shed (winch was only half 
the tree of the weaving sired), for a triple commemoration: the opening ofSaltaire; 
Titus Salt's fiftieth birthday, and the coming of age of William, his eldest son. 
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The food mountain then consisted of: 

4 hind quarters of beef 
40 chines of beef 
120 legs of mutton 
100 dishes of Iamb 
40 hams 
40 tongues 
320 plum puddings 
100 dishes ofjellies 

This was followed by a mouth-watering array of dessert: pines, grapes, melons, 
peaches, nectarines, apricots - - etc. It is estimated that two tons of meat and 
half a ton of potatoes were consumed, after which high praise and hearty thanks 
were bestowed upon the 'Lord of Saltaire', who had proved himself to be an 
excellent employer, a generous benefactor and an outstanding public servant. 

The 2,440 workers, who had been brought from Bradford by special trains, 
were never likely to have food provided for them in such oriental profusion again. 
However, three years later there was another birthday celebration. On this occasion 
3,000 'well paid, contented and happy operatives' were taken by train to the Salt 
mansion at Crow Nest, Lighscliffe, but the meal, albeit substantial, was not on quite 
the same scale at before. Later, Salt provided other entertainments almost as 
lavishly, notably at Methley Hall in 1859 and again at Crow Nest in 1873. 

As Dr Linstrum had said in his address, the history of Sir Titus Salt and Saltaire 
is so well known that we need not go into great detail. But it is worth while re-
minding ourselves that Salt had established indissoluble connections with Bradford 
long before he moved his business away from the town into 'hamlet-dotted-Airedale'. 
He formed his own worsted manufacturing company in 1834 and his adventure 
with alpaca took practical shape two years later. 

At the Great Exhibition of 1851 Bradford was declared pre-eminent in fabrics 
made from wool and cotton, and also in those made from alpaca and from mohair. 
Titus Salt, who clearly represented an aspect of the power and prestige of 'upstart 
Bradford', was awarded two medals for excellence in spinning and worsted fabrics. 
By this time, as the owner of five mills, he was the largest manufacturer in the town 
and one of its wealthiest men. Throughout its existence Saltaire maintained this 
close connection, becoming a symbol of Bradford's textile heritage. 

In public life, too, Titus Salt was one of Bradford's foremost representatives: 
chief constable before the incorporation of the town in 1847; senior alderman for 
several years and Mayor between 1848 and 1849; a borough magistrate; Deputy 
Lieutenant for the West Riding; MP for Bradford from 1859 to 1861, and finally 
created baronet in 1869. Apart from a short residence at Methley, Titus Salt spent 
the whole of his adult life either in Bradford or within easy reach, at Crow Nest. 
His statue, now in Manningham Park, a little nearer Saltaire, was originally situated 
close to Bradford Town Hall. 

50 pigeon pies 
50 dishes of roast chicken 
20 dishes of roast duck 
30 brace of grouse 
30 brace of partridges 
50 dishes of potted meat 
100 dishes of tartlets 
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When Titus Salt died on 29 December 1876 an important chapter in the history 
of Bradford came to an end. At about this time the mixed fancy goods for which 
the town had become famous went out of fashion, and the Bradford firms who 
produced worsted pieces had to face fierce competition from overseas manufacturers 
who were turning out more acceptable goods, and whose home markets were well 
protected by tariffs. In addition, the large integrated textile mill, of which Salt's 
was the finest local example, saw its existence increasingly threatened by the volume 
of semi-manufactured goods, yarns and tops, which the specialist combers and 
spinners could provide, and which found ready customers among the worsted piece 
manufacturers' foreign rivals. 

Another factor which contributed to the decline of Salts and other firms in the 
Bradford district was that when the founder died the sons who inherited the business 
did not always inherit a full share of their father's commitment and loyalty to the 
working community he had created. Young men who had tasted public school life, 
and perhaps university education, were not likely to return easily to their roots. 
They were a different breed from Titus Salt and the self-made men ofhis generation. 
The Salt family represented an extreme example of this process of withdrawal from 
the business community to which they owed their prosperity. Indeed, by 1892, 
only one of the five sons, Edward, remained as an active member of the firm. Of 
the others, Titus had died in 1887; George was living comfortably in London; 
Herbert had been a gentleman farmer at Bell Busk for many years, and William 
Henry had retired to the life of the country gentleman in Leicestershire. The senior 
directorship was held by Charles Stead, who had first become a partner in 1856. In 
1892, only sixteen years after Titus Salt's death, the firm, which like many others 
had been experiencing trading difficulties, was wound up, and the assets were sold 
to a consortium of Bradford businessmen who revived its fortunes. 

3. Lustre Fabrics 
Saltaire, in spite of all its vicissitudes, is still world famous, and as long as its 

buildings are cared for, will continue to be so. The product on which its fame was 
largely built, however, is often forgotten. 

On 15 March 1986 the Bradford Museums mounted a display entitled 'Lustre 
Fabrics', whose manufacture from about 1840 to 1870 was almost a Bradford 
monopoly. Marketable alpaca cloth had been introduced in 1830, on a small scale, 
but it was not a success, and it was evident that fabrics made entirely from alpaca, 
or from alpaca and wool, lacked the beautiful sheen which gave the original fibre its 
peculiar quality. Furthermore alpaca was difficult to spin on existing machinery. 
Titus Salt's inventiveness solved the spinning problem, and then by using a cotton 
warp (in about 1836) he virtually started a new era in textiles. The quantity of 
alpaca exported from Peru rose from 5,700 lb in 1834 to 1,325,000 lb in 1840, 
most of is coming to West Riding mills. The major users, along with Salts, were 
G & J Turner of Great Horton, and Fosters of Queensbury. 

It has been said that great artists create the taste by which they are to be enjoyed, 
and the same is true of great manufacturers. Titus Salt showed what he could do 
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with alpaca, and others followed. When women saw what shades could be produced 
in these light, bright cloths a new fashion began. By the 1840s the new mixed 
fabrics, of which alpaca was only one, were being manufactured in a bewildering 
variety of delicate tones and deep tints. (In strange contradiction, black remained a 
firm favourite throughout the whole period.) Alpaca Orleans was the first of a 
succession of lustres, many with attractive foreign-sounding names. Mohair, from 
the angora goat, a fabric similar to alpaca, was also widely used by Salts and other 
worsted manufacturers. 

There was some doubt about the permanence of the popularity of cotton warps, 
although silk warps were used too, and this encouraged a hope that the sensible 
British public would bring the new fashion to a speedy end by returning to its old 
love for all wool cloths. But for about forty years, from 1820, cotton was cheaper 
than wool, and people rather surprisingly expressed a preference for showy but 
less durable fabrics, a trend which is very evident today. Customers did not want 
to buy 'good' clothes which, before they wore out, were not fit to wear; but it is 
difficult to believe, with John James, that 'luxury in dress, as well as living, had 
begun to prevail among all classes'. 

The wedding dress worn by Mary Ann Pickles, bride of William Edward Townend 
of Cuilingworth, was put on display at the exhibition.' This dress, made in about 
1835, was always thought to be of silk, but it was discovered that the design of the 
fabric was very similar to a pattern in one of Titus Salt's original design books, 
which was also on display. Further examination showed that the material was 
indeed made from alpaca. All wool cloths were beyond the reach of the masses, 
and Bradford was then going off 'in the direction of cheapness and lightness' - 

quantity, not quality. The fashion for crinolines increased the demand for lustre 
cloths, but towards the end of the 1860s women were turning once again to all 
wool worsteds. There is never one single reason furs boom or a slump, and this is 
no place to go into the complicated question of how the worsted industry was 
affected by what is sometimes called the 'Great Depression'. As already suggested, 
however, by the late 1860s Bradford manufacturers were faced with the prospect of 
changing from the 'old' mixed ladies' fabrics to all wool cloths, and it will come as 
no surprise to learn that Titus Salt is given the credit for introducing these new 
fabrics in 1868. Alpaca and mohair never quite fell out of favour: there was always 
likely to be a demand for umbrella alpaca cloth and linings, for example; but the 
buoyant days of the old 'Bradford trade', the cheap, bright lustres, would never 
return. 

A Brighter Future? 
As the Conference proceeded encouraging news came from speakers with 

personal knowledge of attempts to save threatened buildings. Marcus Binney, editor 
of Country Life, cited she example of Lowell in Massachusetts, America's first 
Urban National Park, where huge mills were being restored for use as housing.2 
The same kind of thing was happening to warehouses along the Thames; and on the 
waterfront at Copenhagen a large 18th century grainstore had been converted into a 
luxury hotel. Niall Philips gave an account of the redevelopment of textile mills in 
she Stroud area, with which he was personally involved, and much nearer home, 
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Ernest Hal!, chairman of Dean Clough Industrial Park Ltd., described an enterprise 
which has become nationally famous for the way in which it has breathed new life 
into a collection of old mills. But when all had had their say it was clear that no 
ready solution to Saltaire's problems had emerged, and it was decided to set up a 
working party to consider all the suggestions. 

On 13 October 1986 the Bradford Telegraph &Argus reported, 'Brighter future 
for Saltaire'. As a consequence of a report prepared by the working party, Bradford 
Council was to ask a firm of consultants to explore a proposal to turn Salt's mill 
into a multi-purpose complex designed to regenerate the whole area. On 6 Novem-
ber the paper said that the possibility of transferring the National Indian Collection 
of ethnic art from the Victoria & Albert Museum to Saltaire was being discussed. 
A housing development was also being considered and textile firms might occupy 
other units. There had even been talk about using the canal as the site for a marina. 

This is the kind of news that Dr Linstrum and all conservationists had been 
waiting for, but time is short, and all depends upon acquiring the premises from the 
present owners. The New Mill, below the river, has already suffered from vandalism, 
and as Ken Powell wrote in his introduction to the seminar, 

The future of Salt's mill looks bleak, and the prospect of its standing empty at 
the heart of the village is horrifying. 

The prospect of that mighty heart lying still,and becoming steadily decrepit, is indeed 
too sad to contemplate. JAJ 

JF 
REFERENCES 

Described as 'in ivory silk alpaca, with matching pelerine cape', in .4 handbook of costume, 
by Janet Arnold, 1973, p 253. 
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THE LOW MOOR EXPLOSION 
Bradford: Monday 21st August 1916 

Ronald Blackwell 

When the Great War broke out in August 1914 it soon became apparent that 
Britain was ill-equipped to do battle with an enemy fighting from deeply entrenched 
positions. The most effective answer to this new tactic was the high-explosive 
shell. Initially the British Army was short of shells and this threw a heavy burden 
on the manufacturers of munitions, who, in order to make good the deficiency, 
were required to maintain the highest possible level of production. 

The French were the first to use high-explosive shells, and in 1886 substituted 
picric acid for gunpowder at their bursting charge. Picric acid, when effectively 
detonated, is one of the more powerful explosives, and for this reason it was soon 
adopted by the British Army, under the name of lyddite - to called after Lydd, 
in Kent, where the initial acceptance trials were made. The acid is also a yellow 
dye which was used in the manufacture of carpets. 

The Low Moor Chemical Company began to manufacture picric acid in 1898, 
mainly as a dyestuff, but some was sold to provide the bursting charge for shells.' 
The company gained its first licence to manufacture explosives on 1st September 
1898, in the name of James & M S Sharp & Co, and it was about this time that 
it became part of the newly-formed Bradford Dyers' Association Ltd, known 
simply as the BDA. 

The firm's manufacturing capacity grew until it was one of the major producers 
of lyddite in the country. At the beginning of the war the Low Moor Chemical 
Company was renamed the Low Moor Munitions Company and given the desig-
nation 'Factory No 182, Yorkshire' by the Ministry of Munitions.2 

The situation of the company, in a triangle formed by the Low Moor Iron 
Works, Sharp's Dyeworks and Bradford Corporation's Gas Works was, as events 
turned out, far from ideal. The manufacturing process as practised by this factory 
involved treating phenol with nitric acid to produce tri.nitro.phenol, or picric acid. 
The yellow crystals of the acid thus formed were separated from the spent liquors 
by filtration, washed and transferred to the drying sheds, where they were placed 
on glass beds heated by steam pipes. Finally the dried acid was transported to the 
sifting and packing sheds, or magazines, where it was crushed and packed into 
boxes, ready for despatch by rail to the shell-filling factories. 

The works buildings at the Low Moor Munitions Company were most probably 
single storeyed, constructed of brick, with slate roofs. The buildings away from the 
picric acid were heated, surprisingly, by open coal fire S.3 The drying sheds, and the 
sifting and packing sheds, would almost certainly be lined with wood to avoid the 
formation of explosive picrates by contact of the acid with lime in the mortar. The 
picric acid-making sheds were not matchboard lined because it was considered that 
dangerous picrates could not be formed when phenol was being treated with 
sulphuric and nitric acids. There was a nitric acid plant which produced the nit-
rating acid and, like the boiler house, this probably had a chimney. The steam 

11 



generated here was used to melt the phenol, so that it could be removed conveni-
ently from the drums in which it was delivered, and it was also used to dry the 
acid in the drying sheds. The complex of buildings ( see p18 ) was surrounded 
by a barbed-wire fence and guarded by pensioner soldiers and police officers. There 
may have been two entrances, also guarded, through which the 250 employees 
(some of them Belgian refugees) gassed each day, their task being to produce 150 to 
200 tons of picric acid per week. 

Soon after the war began the Low Moor Munitions Company applied for two 
amending licences to enlarge the manufacturing plant in order to increase production. 
Since the process, as outlined above, was free from danger, and as it was in the 
national interest to increase output, the licences were duly granted on 28th October 
and 21st December 1914. A third amending licence was issued on 13th December 
1915.11 seems likely that other sections would also expand as production increased, 
but all we know is that at the time of the disaster the drying sheds had been licensed 
for 2,000lb each and the magazines for 10,0001b each, for the duration of the war 
only.5 

The company seems to have been free from serious accidents until Monday 21st 
August 1916, although a series of small fires had occurred in the magazines during 
the six months before the explosion. These danger signsIs were evidently ignored, 
perhaps because so much effort was being made to step up production. 

Monday 21st August, was a fine, sunny day. The workers - men, women and 
children - arrived as usual, but there were thirty absentees, some of whom were 
Belgians. The factory contained 30,0001b of picric acid which was awaiting sampling 
and then shipment. More was still being processed, and after the lunch break some 
of this was in transit from the drying sheds to the lower magazine, one of the two 
sifting and packing sheds. 

According to the notes of interviews conducted on 22nd August by the Chief 
Inspector of Explosives, Major A Cooper-Key, with various employees who saw 
the start of the fire (App 1), James Broughton was moving eleven uncovered 
drums from a drying shed to one of the magazines. At 2.25 pm the drums were 
being unloaded from a bogie which had pulled up close to the door of the lower 
magazine. 

There are conflicting accounts as to the exact position of the first drum when 
the fire started. One witness says it was halfway through the door: another says 
it was just inside the door. There is also doubt as to what happened next. Broughton 
said he heard a 'sizzling noise' while unloading the second drum, and on turning 
round saw some fused acid just inside the top of the first drum. The fused acid 
burst into flames with sufficient violence to knock him to the ground. Other 
witnesses say they saw a flame at the bottom of one of the drums, but the only 
certainty is that the fire started in one of the drums outside the lower magazine. 
The dust-laden air from the crushing equipment would ensure that the fire spread 
quickly into the magazine and possibly to the other drums. 

Fred Stobart saw this fire from the window of the chemical laboratory.6 Percy 
Nudds also saw the magazine ablaze from his confectionery shop at the corner of 
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Cleckheaton Road and New Works Road. He sensed that an explosion was inevitable, 
and at about a quarter-to-three his fears were realized. One eye-witness saw the 
magazine being blown into the air, and wood, bricks and iron pipes were scattered 
over a wide area, falling on houses and open ground." A large piece of metal landed 
in a field near to Branch Road,Scholes, over a mile away. 

Mrs A Hood, at work on the top floor of Cannon Mills, Great Horton, described 
the explosion. 

We felt the vibration, not knowing at first what it was. Well, we rushed into the 
centre of the room, all looking questioningly at each other, none of us knowing 
the answer. Our Coats which were hung along a wall started swaying. After a 
minute or two we saw an orange cloud coming up over the trees in Horton Park. 
'Oh!', I said, 'It looks like Chemical Works at Low Moor' - not knowing that 
I had hit the nail on the head.8 

About thirty minutes after the first explosion there was a double explosion, 
which blew up a building belonging to the Munitions Company, and a Corporation 
gasometer. Mr Hird was working in his garden at Kitson Hill Road at the time. On 
hearing the double explosion he looked towards Low Moor and saw a huge swirling 
sphere rise up into the air. The sphere suddenly turned from grey to red, before 
rushing sky-high as a mass of smoke. Flying debris had hit and fractured the nearby 
gasometer.9 

The first fires inside the plant were tackled by the works' own brigade. Firemen 
from Odsal, under the command of Station Officer Sugden, were next on the scene, 
and as they approached they were greeted by the first explosion. The alarm sounded 
at the Central Fire Station in Nelson Street, Bradford, at 233pm, and eighteen men 
led by Chief Officer Scott set off in their newly-acquired fire engine, 'Hayhurst', 
which was named after the former Chief Constable. 

'Hayhurst' was stationary about thirty yards inside the gate, and just as the crew 
were preparing to connect the hose to the hydrants the 316pm explosion occurred. 
This killed six firemen, two from Odsal and four from Nelson Street. The 'Hayhurst' 
was completely destroyed and parts of the engine were found in Heckmondwike 
railway station, many miles away. 

The wedding of Frank and Ida Clarkson had just taken place and the couple 
were emerging from the Wesleyan Chapel at about quarter-past-three when the 
second explosion occurred. The waiting horses bolted, the reception was ruined, 
and the bride's face was cut by flying glass. However, presence of mind saved the 
wedding cake, which had been quickly covered with a cloth! to 

Detonations loud and small continued and at about six o'clock the upper sifting 
and packing shed exploded. The explosions went on for two days. There were 
about twenty-two on the Monday, and the fires had not all been extinguished three 
days later. The munitions factory was extensively damaged and Sharp's Dyeworks, 
which caught fire after the first expolsion, was almost gutted. Two gasometers at 
the Corporation Gas Works on Cleckheaton Road were destroyed and there was 
also much damage at the Low Moor Iron Works. Property belonging to the Lan-
cashire & Yorkshire Railway, including a row of cottages called Railway Terrace, 
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suffered considerably, and rolling stock on the sidings was severely damaged by fire. 
According to an estimate made by the City Engineer and Surveyor's Office (App 2) 
about 2,000 dwelling houses and premises of all kinds in the neighbourhood were 
affected, about 50 houses being virtually demolished. The cost of the damage, other 
than to the Low Moor Munitions Company,the BDA and the Lancashire & Yorkshire 
Railway, was put at about £40,000. A claim was submitted for property damaged 
at Hightown Council School, which was 2Y4 miles from the site of the explosions. 

An inquest conducted by Mr J G Hutchinson, the City Coroner, was held at 
Bradford Town Hall on 13th September 1916. The writer has not been able to 
locate the records of the inquest, but an account published in the Leeds Mercury 
on 4th March 1924 is, according to its author, A J Beat, based on the evidence 
presented at the time. This, and the results of an Inquiry conducted by Major 
Cooper-Key for the Secretary of State, 'Accident 379/1916', are the only authori-
tative accounts available. It is not surprising that both sources agree on the timing 
and sequence of events, because Major Cooper-Key was at the inquest to provide 
expert opinion and cross-examine witnesses. 

There was concern at the time of the explosion that among the thousands of 
Belgian refugees in the country there might be German spies and saboteurs. The 
possibility of sabotage had to be given serious consideration by Major Cooper-Key 
and by the jury at the inquest, especially as some of the thirty or so absentees 
on that tragic Monday were Belgians. The absentees were carefully questioned to 
make sure that all could give satisfactory reasons for their absences. As a result, 
the jury accepted the explanation offered by Mr F W Richardson, the City Analyst, 
that the fire was most probably started by the ignition of iron picrate present on 
the surface of drums used to convey the explosive between the buildings. (Picric 
acid reacts with various metals, but not with tin, to produce picrates which are 
more explosive than the acid itself). The tin-plated drums were those in which the 
phenol had been delivered to the works. They were lined with wood, but had no 
external wooden hoops or strips on the sides or bottom to prevent contact with 
walls, roads and floors during transportation. With use the tin would have been 
worn away to expose the iron, which then had the opportunity to react to form 
iron picrate. This substance is sensitive to percussion and may easily have been 
ignited when the drum made contact with the Yorkshire setts of which the works' 
roadways were made. Another possibility was that a spark may have been generated 
as the drums were rolled over the setts towards the magazine.' 

The verdict of the jury was sent, by the Clerk to the Coroner, to Major Cooper-
Key on 20th September 1916. (App 3) This letter contains a list of the victims, 
and also a rider commenting on the manner by which the acid was being mani-
pulated at the time of the explosion. 

Both the inquest and the Inquiry showed that there had been serious contra-
ventions of the terms of the licence and of the Explosives Act. The following were 
the most important considerations. 

(a) It was revealed by the magazine foreman that the lower magazine, at the 
outbreak of the fire, contained over twice the quantity ofpicric acid allowed 
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by the terms of the licence. (Before the accident it was generally believed 
that in the absence of picrates or picrate-forming substances, quantities of 
up to lû,000lb would burn without explosion, providing it were not con-
fined). No explanation has been suggested for such a large excess, but some 
of the explosive may have been awaiting a release certificate before despatch 
to the shell-filling factories, thus making the excess unavoidable. Other 
manufacturers may also have exceeded their licensed amounts without 
encountering misfortunes which would have revealed their breach of the 
rules. 

(b) Containers used for conveying explosives in the open air must be covered, 
but at Low Moor it appears the covers were used in inclement weather only. 
Thus on the sunny 21st August the drums in transit were uncovered. The 
covers also served to exclude dust and hot clinker, which would ignite the 
explosive, and to delay the spread of any fire, 

(c) Comments were also made about the misuse of overshoes and the failure 
to report recent fires to the appropriate authorities. In addition it was 
pointed out that regular use had not been made of the rubber-faced un-
loading platform. The drums were unloaded directly on to the Yorkshire 
setts, an action which removed the protective tin plate. 

The firemen who lost their lives were buried on 26th August 1916 at Schole-
moor Cemetery, Lidget Green. On 4th March 1924 the Lord Mayor of Bradford 
unveiled a memorialtothem,the cost— L1,200 - beingraised bypublic subscription,12 

A J Best's account draws attention to the absence of a similar public memorial to 
the workpeople who died, in the words: 

The names of employees of the firm and of the firemen who lost their lives are 
engraved on the War Memorial of the BDA in the Convalescent Home at Silver-
dale. This, however, is not a public institution and some heart-burning has been 
caused to Low Moor and District that no local memorial has been erected to 
those who gave their lives to their country as truly as any soldier . - .There has 
also been some comment on the fact that though in the later years of the war, 
decorations were distributed with a lavish hand, no employee of the firm nor 
any relatives of those killed, received any formal recognition of their gallantry 
and devotion to duty. 

The Accident Report says there is little doubt that the catastrophe would not 
have occurred 'had the discipline in the factory been of a higher order'. It also 
points to the rapid expansion of the plant as 'a special concession towards the 
extreme urgency of the national requirements'. A J Best goes further, claiming 
that the huge increase in output, under peace time conditions, 

would have been thought neither prudent nor permissible. It was, in fact, well 
known that serious risks were being taken, though all precautions known to 
science were adopted to minimise these risks. 
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Some time after 1947 the BDA erected a handsome plaque at their Well Street 
Office, Bradford, commemorating the deaths of their employees in two world 
wars. The plaque, now in the Industrial Museum at Eccleshill, also refers to the 37 
men who lost their lives at Low Moor, but there is still no public memorial to the 
munition workers who died on 21st August 1916 in performance of their dangerous 
wartime duties. 

APPENDIX 

(1) Notes taken by Major Cooper-Key at the Munitions Factory on 22nd August 
1916. 

Low Moor Munitions Co, 39 Well St, Bradford. 

Frank Beverley, chargeman of lower mag. Fire started at 2.27 3yd outside 
the door. 10 tins of p/a were outside the door open at top as brought from 
stoves. Abt 120.1901b in each. Fire started in the farthest tin of the 10. Turned 
round to his mates and then ran alit 15yd up the road. He then ran back and 
tried to turn on the water and broke the wire fastening and pulled the lever 
but cd not say any water ran. This is attached to the fire pump and the pump 
was not working at the moment. About three weeks back there was a slight 
fire and on turning on the water only a little ran. This was at upper mag. 
There were 15001b of p/a outside on waggons, 15001b in the mag and 50001b 
grindings. The grinding machine was at work but this did not cause the fire, 
and the two men in charge escaped through the window. No one was handling 
the tins at the time the fire broke out. No shovels were being used at the 
time . . . as to waggons. Fire started a good 3yd outside the door. Two men 
passed the mag. door just as the tire started but he does not know who they 
were. They were going down the hill. There are a good many Belgians in the 
fac. (Abt. 30). 

Jas. Broughton. Took 11 tins to mag., uncovered, only use tarpaulin on a wet 
day. Wade rolled tins to edge of bogie and both let them slide gently to the 
floor. I put the 1st. tin to mag. door part in and part out and then with the 
other tins in the same way. He then noticed that 1st. tin to fuse just inside the 
top edge, heard a sizzling noise looked round and saw a yellow flame. Fire then 
burst out all over edge of tin, knocked him backwards to the floor. He then got 
up and noticed all front of mag. on fire and also tins on bogie. He then ran 
away. After 7 to 8 mins. I heard an explosion. 

Amos Illingworsh, marker and packer. On 3 occasions he had to stand by lever 
on a/c of small fires in she crusher. These were reported to Asquith. 

Detective Srgt Rd Battye sd. 24 Belgians employed. 1 killed 7 others absent on 
day for good reasons and none were near to mag. 
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Henry Virr, mag. man. The fire started 2 ft ouside mag. He tried to get to door 
but cd not do so. On a previous occasion 3 months back! tried to get drenchers 
going on a fire but cd not do so and put out the fire with our caps. 

Jas. Sharpe, Managing director. 

The drenchers were all right, acting by lever from special tank 8½ It by 30ft. 
A flood gauge. Inspd. daily. Man responsible dead. 
Crown Copyright 1987. Published with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Letter from City Engineer and Surveyor's Office, Bradford, to Joseph Farndale 
Esq., Chief Constable, Bradford. 12.9.1916. 

Dear Sir, 
Low Moor Explosion 

In reply to your letter of the 8th instant it is very difficult indeed to give you 
anything but a rough and approximate estimate of the structural damage which 
has been done to the property outside the Low Moor Munition Company's 
Works and Sharpe's Dyeworks. 

Up to the present there have been reported about 1600 houses and other 
premises which have been damaged in varying degree, but I must point out that 
there are many properties which have not been reported in detail to the Cor-
poration and, in my opinion, there will be not less than 2,000 houses and other 
premises affected. About 50 houses have been practically demolished, and the 
only thing that can be done with these is to re-build them. Mention might be 
made of the damage which the Corporation have sustained in the destruction 
of their two gasometers, the 'Hayhurst' Fire Engines, besides other damages 
to their properties belonging to the Parks and Cemeteries and Baths Committee 
in the immediate vicinity, but the Gasworks damage is by far the heavier. 

The property belonging to the Yorkshire & Lancashire Railway Co. suffered 
considerable damage, especially a row of cottages known as Railway Terrace; 
the signal-box which was destroyed and much damage by fire to their rolling 
stock stationed in the Sidings adjoining the Munition Works. 

The Low Moor Company's Iron and other works, have, I am informed been 
considerably affected and damaged besides the demolition of houses already 
referred to. 

The Bradford Dyers' Association, as such,had the branch of Messrs. Sharpe'a 
practically gutted from end to end. 

Messrs. Henry Ellison Ltd, of Cleckheaton, who work certain benrol works 
on the Low Moor Co's property, suffered some structural damage. 

Many working men had their homes practically wrecked besides being ren-
dered homeless for some time, but I am glad to report that the owners of 
property have made all possible haste with having the repairs carried out, and 
many of those who were dis-housed temporarily have now had their habitations 
restored to them, but the Housing question in the District is very acute indeed. 

It may be interesting to note that a claim has been sent in for property 
damaged at Higheown Council School, which is 23/4 miles from the site of the 
Munition Works. 
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As a very rough estimate I should think that the sum of £40,000 would 
cover the structural damage to properties belonging to other owners than the 
Low Moor Munitions Co, the Bradford Dyers' association and the Lancashire 
& Yorkshire Railway, as of course I have had to include a sum without any 
particulars for those properties which have not been reported to the Corporation. 

Yours faithfully 
(Signed) 

(3) Letter from Coroner's Office, Bradford to Major Cooper-Key, H M Chief 
Inspector of Explosives, Home Office, London. 20.9.1916. 

Dear Sir, 
re Low Moor Explosion 

In the absence of Mr. Hutchinson who is at present away on holiday, I send 
you a brief summary of the above as per your request by telegram this morning:. 

The Verdict of the Jury was:— 

"Died from . . . the result of an explosion of Picric Acid and consequent fire 
at the Low Moor Munition Works, Low Moor, Bradford aforesaid on the said 
21st day of August last such explosion and consequent fire having been caused 
by the ignition of Picric Acid probably due to the presence of iron picrate on 
the receptacle containing such Picric Acid which was immediately outside a 
Magazine at such works where Picric Acid was being manipulated and that 
there was no negligence of a culpable or criminal character on the part of any 
person or persons" 

and the Jury added as a Rider (not to be included in such verdict) "That the 
Jury are of opinion that a certain amount of carelessness or neglect had occurred 
both in respect of carrying out of Regulations and the methods of manipulation 
of so dangerous a commodity". 

The total death roll was 38 but one of these, namely Martha Briggs, of 
Kellett Buildings, Wyke, was not an employee at the works and she died from 
a fit of apoplexy brought on by shock resulting from the explosion. The bodies 
actually recovered from the debris were those of: 

Firemen Fred Normington, Joseph Edmund Binns, Knighton Pridmore, Charles 
Sugden, Edgar Shaw and Eli Buckley. 

Police Constable Harold Reve1ey. 

L & Y Railway Fireman Henry Richard Tunks. 

EMPLOYEES 

Benjamin Woodward, a male person unknown, Frank Van Derider, Thomas 
Pedley, Harry Clayton, Guy Langton Tillotson, George Sutcliffe, Frederick 
Clegg, John McHugh, Bentham Cornwell, Cecil Victor Landon, Ernest Butler, 
George Slater, William Asquith, George Field, John Dobson, Percy Hopkinson, 
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Willie Coates, Herbert Briggs, Ernest Wolfendale, William Henry Stone, Mark 
Murphy, Charles West. 

Sam Wade a Carter employed at the works was killed in Wilson Road, Wyke. 

Herbert William Broskham, and William Henry Jay, employees died at the 
Royal Infirmary. 

Squire Jagger a Carter employed at the Works died at St. Luke's Hospital. 

John Majerous the Manager died at 700 Huddersfield Road, Wyke, and 

James Wõlfenden an employee at Messrs Sharps Dyeworks adjoining died at the 
Royal Infirmary. 

I believe it is Mr Hutchinsons intention to write to you personally on his return 
to the Office. 

Yours truly, 
G. Kenyon 

Clerk to Coroner 

John Majerus, the manager, who was of French descent, had worked for the 
company since 1889 and was held in high regard by the directors. Shortly 
before the explosion he was seen attempting to deal with the fire and between 
5 and 6 o'clock he was found crawling on hands and knees among the wreckage. 
Although apparently little worse for his ordeal, during the night he became 
very ill and died. (Ed). 
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FOUNDERS OF THE WORKERS' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
IN BRADFORD 

Hilda M Snowden 

The founding meeting of the Bradford Branch of the Workers' Educational 
Association (WEA) was held in 1909 at the Church Institute. The Yorkshire 
Observer of 20 July 1909 reported: 

Mr Isaac Holmes presided and amongst those present were Mr L V Gill of 
Rochdale, Mr 3 Heighton and Mrs Arthur Priestman. The association, which has 
for its object the furthering of opportunities to the workers for higher education, 
has nearly 60 branches throughout the country and its constitution is entirely 
democratic . . . (It) came into being because of a feeling of a number of co-
operators and Trade Unionists that the best way to promote higher education 
amongst the workers was for the workers themselves to combine - . - with 
Educationalists and already (it) is working harmoniously with Education 
Authorities in all parts of the country.' 

J H Heighton was Joint Secretary of the Bradford Philosophical Society and 
President of the Mechanics' Institute. Mrs Arthur Priettman was a member of the 
Executive of the Independent Labour Party and wife of an alderman. Isaac Holmes 
became the first Secretary of the Bradford Branch of the WEA (1909-13) and 
Chairman of the Bradford Co-operative Society's Education Committee (1913-14). 
A pamphlet by him, From Hand Industry to Factory System, written for the 
Oxford University Delegacy Examination 1913, is held by Bradford Central Library. 
With this he won the Michael Sadler Scholarship in Economics and so was able to 
attend the Extension Summer Meeting in Oxford during August .2 The preface, 
which gives an account of the WEA's early years in Bradford is both interesting and 
valuable, as the Minute Books of the Bradford Branch for 1909-29 have disappeared. 
The outsider amongst this group, Mr L  Gill, was Joint Secretary of the Rochdale 
Branch, which, as it had been founded in 1905, formed an important link with the 
WEA's beginnings. 

The Bradford Branch developed a series of classes; in 1909-10 Industrial History, 
1910-li Economics, and 1911-12 History of Political Institutions, all with 
W H Pringle, MA, as tutor. In 1912-13 Arthur Greenwood, a very influential figure 
in West Yorkshire Adult Education, taught a class in Social History .3 

The WEA was the creation of Albert Mansbridge,who worked for the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society in addition to teaching at evening schools. As a result of reading 
papers to Co-operators and writing a series of articles in the University Extension 
Journal on 'Co-operation, Trade Unionism and University Extension', he had 
managed by 1903 to form a provisional committee, which organized a conference 
in Oxford. The next step was to arouse local interest, and Rochdale, home of the 
Co-operative Movement, was the first to respond. Mansbridge told them that if 
they would pledge themselves to systematic study he would find them 'the best 
tutor in England'. Almost immediately Longton in the Potteries made a similar 
demand, and under the sponsorship of Oxford, Mansbridge produced R  Tawney. 
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Each Friday morning during the winter of 1907 Tawney travelled from Glasgow, 
where he was on the staff of the University, to Longton, for his evening class. Next 
day he left for Rochdale, where forty members of the WEA gave up their Saturday 
afternoons to study - the only period not threatened by overtime. In the following 
year Tawney and Alfred Zimmern compiled a report, 'Oxford and the Working 
Class Movement', published by Oxford University, which recorded the occupations 
of the students. Here we find representatives of the more predictable groups, such 
as teachers, clerks and librarians, rubbing shoulders with an odd assortment of 
artisans and tradesmen, which included a gardener, a plumber, a potter's thrower, a 
basket maker, a miner, a mechanic, a baker, a grocer and a clothier, with an average 
age of 3Ø4 

These first tutorial classes have become a legend in the history of education, 
although Tawney used to say that too much fuss had been made of them, and that 
no one could have failed with the kind of students who crowded into them. He 
acknowledged his debt to those students in the preface to The Agrarian Problem in 
the Sixteenth Century, when he wrote, 'The friendly tmitings of weavers, potters, 
miners and engineers have taught me much about the problems of political and 
economic science, which cannot easily be read from books'. Mary Stocks, in her 
story of the WEA, wrote, 

The questions workers asked were vastly different from those asked by middle 
class students and then there were precious few answers. During the decades 
that followed, the work was done by Tawney, by G  H Cole, by the Hammonds 
and others. 

In 1959, in the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, the local Branch celebrated its 
Golden Jubilee. The Bradford President, Mr Frank Hakney,welcomed the National 
President, Professor Ass Briggs, who was the main speaker, and then read messages 
of goodwill from the Lord Mayor, the Bishop of Bradford, Sir Charles and Lady 
Morris and the Reverend Dudley Richards. 

After Professor Briggs's address the meeting was thrown open and members were 
not slow to recall their own special memories of the WEA. But it was Miss Nellie 
Scruton who delighted everyone and astonished many by revealing that she had 
actually been present at the inaugural meeting in 1909. Afterwards it was a great 
pleasure to see Ass Briggs jump down from the platform to shake hands and have a 
few words with Mist Scruton, obviously delighted to be meeting one of the pioneers 
of the movement. As I had done some research into the origins of the Bradford 
Branch for publicity purposes, I seized the opportunity to interview some of the 
old members. 

Although I had been acquainted with Nellie Scruton for many years, and took 
over the position of treasurer from her soon after I joined the branch, I really knew 
little about her. However, I found that she was born in 1880 - one of the two 
daughters (the other being Mary) of John Scruton, whose brother, William the well 
known local historian, was a founder member of the Bradford Historical & 
Antiquarian Society. Her uncle's books, suitably inscribed, took pride of place in 
Nellie's well-stocked bookcase. 
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As the following extract from 
Little Horton Green. 

60 Little Horton Lane 

Richard Scruton Head M 

Adah Wife 
George Son 
Ann Dau. 
John Son 
James Son 
William Son 

Unm 
Ursm 
Ursm 
Unm 
Unm 

the 1851 Census shows, the Scrutons lived in 

Age 54 born Alne, Yorks, Master cordwainer 
employing two men. 

46 born Bowling 
21 born Horton Cordwainer 
17 born Horton Powerloom weaver 
15 born Horton Cordwainer 
14 born Horton 
10 born Horton 

Nellie supplied some details of the brothers' early education, which indicated 
that if the boys crept unwillingly to school they did not have far to go at first, for 
they were placed in the care of the lady next door, at the end of the terrace, where 
classes were held in the washhouse. Like many children from working-class homes 
they continued their studies at the Mechanics' Institute. John Scruton was very 
musical. He played the organ at the Moravian Chapel in Little Horton, to which the 
family went, and spent his pocket money - sixpence a week - on candles, so that 
he could practise at night. Nellie said that her Uncle William worked In law' and 
became fairly prosperous in later life, when he moved to Baildon. Both John and 
William belonged to intellectual circles, and Hartley, of Yorkshire Dialect fame, was 
a great friend of theirs. 

There is one delightful story which Nellie told about her parents. For the first 
breakfast after their marriage her mother, who had been a servant, laid the table as 
beautifully at she had been taught. Husband John came into the room, sat down at 
the table, and immediately started to read his newspaper. The new Mrs Scruton, 
very much aggrieved, said, 'I think you should talk to me, not read the newspaper'. 
He replied, 'I must read my paper'. 'But', said the good wife, 'I can't read.' 'Well', 
said the husband, 'you must learn, for I can't stop'. So the learned to read! 

A description of the first meeting of the future WEA in Bradford was given by 
Miss Scruton, who said, 'it was presided over by a man who had his business over 
she Midland Bank, and was keenly interested in education for working people. He 
got down from the platform and came to ask if I would join a tutorial class'. (The 
man whose name Nellie could not remember was J H Heighton - active in all 
cultural activities at that time). She replied that she would love tojoin 'if she would be 
acceptable'. To her this was an idea 'dropped from heaven', so she joined the first 
tutorial class, under Arthur Greenwood, which turned out to be the beginning of a 
life-long membership. Afterwards she spent a few days in London, staying with the 
Greenwoods, and it was Arthur who became chairman of the Yorkshire District. 

Later Nellie Scruton paid a visit to France to meet a friend she had acquired 
through a conversation class held in the autumn of 1920, with Mist Backhouse as 
tutor. Mr Heighton gave her advice about the trip, which was obviously a great 
adventure for her. The French friend returned the visit and was introduced at the 
Scruton household to 'Feesls and Cheeps', a dish which she declared to be delicious. 
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In the autumn of 1908 Nellie Scruton attended a course of six University 
Extension Lectures on 'Shakespeare's Tragedies', given in the Mechanics' Institute 
by Mr J C Powys, MA. An account in the local press tells of 'crowded audiences, 
the Bradford centre being one of the best attended in the country', and in the 
concluding examination Mist Scruton gained first place in the city, a success which 
qualified her for entrance to the scholarship scheme under the Oxford Delegacy. 
As a result of an essay on a special subject chosen by the Delegacy - 'Wycliffe, 
Thinker and Reformer' - Nellie Scruton gained a first class scholarship entitling her 
to a month's residence at Oxford, with the privilege of attending the Summer 
Meeting lectures on 'The Italian Renaissance'. The inaugural ceremonies were to be 
presided over by Lloyd George, who was then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the 
lectures were to be given by some of the most eminent Oxford professors. 

A newspaper accounts adds: 

Only some half-dozen such awards are allotted for the whole country, so that 
this achievement is all the more distinguished, especially when it is added that 
Miss Scruton is self-taught - - .she is a voracious reader, a diligent student, and is 
possessed of a brilliant intellect combined with a remarkably retentive memory. 

Hardly less remarkable is the fact that Henry Heaton & Co., the firm which employed 
Miss Scruton, were sufficiently enlightened to grant her a holiday so that she might 
attend the course. 

Nellie Scruton was present at the first meeting of the Yorkshire District of the 
WEA in 1914 and served as clerk assistant to George Thompson, District Secretary, 
until 1921, when, in her words, 'more expert assistance was required.' She organized 
Summer Schools, first at Ingleton, where the women were accommodated in the 
village and the men slept in the dining-room of the village hail, and then at Saltburn, 
the District Office being transferred there for six weeks every year. This was a time 
when students were 'hungry for learning'. One class, taken by Mr David Stewart, a 
minister of religion, was for miners, who attended in the evenings and then stayed 
overnight for another class in the morning. 

Nellie Scruton was a mainstay of the Bradford Branch, where the held every 
office, serving as Secretary, Treasurer and President many times over. In 1930-31 
she tutored a class in 'Self Expression in Speech and Writing', and the Annual 
Report showed that 36 members attended the course, which consisted of 24 
meetings, with three extra in the summer. She died in 1968, at the age of 88, just 
one year before the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. All those who knew Nellie 
Scruton remembered her with affection, especially on account of her gentleness 
and brimming enthusiasm. 

Another early member of she WEA who calls for special attention is Miss Alice 
Wells. She became the only woman Sanitary Inspector in Bradford and one of only 
seven in the whole country. It was difficult in those days for anyone without a 
smattering of higher education to be accepted for any kind of vocational training, 
but after a number of routine jobs as gas meter reader, shop assistant and burler and 
mender, at Dr Margaret Sharp's suggestion Alice Wells trained as a nurse at St Luke's 
Hospital. By 1917 many Local Authority Departments were short staffed, so 
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Dr Buchan, Medical Officer ofHealth, gave Alice Wells facilities to train at a Sanitary 
Inspector by home study, while still working as a nurse, it being financially impos-
sible for working people to take time off to study. After qualifying in this way she 
held a post with the Local Authority for 30 years. 

Alice Wells's association with the WEA began when she was sixteen, after which 
she became a member of Norman Walker's Biology Class, attending many summer 
schools at Ingleton. She also went to Summer Schools in Liege, Lyons, Vienna and 
Elsinore, and when German students came to London, she acted as their guide. 
One of Mitt Wells't most enduring memories was the Bradford Pageant of 1931, 
when she performed, along with seventy other members of the WEA, in the episode, 
'Bradford of the Industrial Revolution'. 

Another Visit to London left an abiding impression. This was when she went 
with two other WEA students, Miss Bromley and Miss Tordoff, to stay with the 
Bromleys. John Bromley was General Secretary of the Associated Society of Loco-
motive Engineers and Firemen, and his union had bought Sir Thomas Beecham's 
house, which stood next to Pavlova's 'Ivy 1-louse' in Hampstead. There the great 
ballerina could be seen dancing in the garden, although by that time she had 
retired from the stage. There were 97 rooms in Beechani't house, now used mostly 
for union purposes. The Bromleyt occupied a flat, and the conductor's library, 
which was just as he had left it, served as an office. To girls from northern working-
class homes any kind of bathroom was something of a luxury, but among the many 
opulent suites they saw there, the one with a sunken bath in gold and mauve was a 
source of great pleasure and admiration. 

The lots of Bradford's early records deprives us of information about other 
women who were founder members of the WEA, but there must have been several 
more. The Oxford Report of 1908 does not specifically mention women, but 
another report byTawney in his 'Experiment in Democratic Education' (1913-14) 
identifies 134 women working at home (not 'housewives' as they would be called 
now) and there were presumably many women among the 80 tailors and dress-
makers, 191 textile workers, 278 teachers and 113 shop astistants.5 There were 
then 13 Universities in England and Wales providing 142 classes for between 3,500 
to 4,000 students, but many applications were turned away through lack of funds. 

Bradford had long been a male-dominated town, where women were not very 
well provided for, but the Mechanics' institute, which was founded in 1825 for 
working men, started classes for women in 1850. On the other hand the Friends' 
Adult School Movement, founded in 1875, did not admit women until 1886, and 
then only after considerable controversy. In 1857 some Bradford women established 
their own Education Institute in Little Horton Lane, but unfortunately soon lost 
control to the men, who by 1860 provided all five officers. The syllabus of the 
Bradford Ladies' Educational Institute of that year declared its object to be 'Mental 
Improvement by means of Classes, a Library, Addresses, suitable for imparting 
sound moral and secular instruction'. For twopence a week young women and 
mothers could study sewing, cookery and general subjects on four evenings a week, 
but this enterprise declined in the 1870t.6 In 1867 the North of England Council 
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for promoting the Higher Education of women was formed by a group of middle-
class ladies, who by 1873 were agitating for Oxford and Cambridge University 
Extension Courses. These started the next year in Bradford and it was here, as we 
have seen, that Nellie Scruton, by no means a middle-class lady, began to taste the 
joys of higher education. 

In recent times the majority of students in WEA classes have been women, but 
to the best of my knowledge it was not so when Ijoined in the 1930s. I can certainly 
remember being one of only two women in an Economics Class. Registers would, 
of course, provide statistics, and there is scope for research into the achievements 
of that small band of people who, after a hard day's work at home, or in office, 
mill or shop, followed their academic bents in the evening, at WEA classes, for 
example. There must be other students like Nellie Scruton and Alice Wells, who, 
without making names for themselves, rose above their circumstances to perform 
with credit, and even distinction, in higher grades of education. Perhaps, as a 
result of this article, memories will be stirred and readers will come forward with 
stories of other pioneers so far unrecorded in the history of adult education. 
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THE TRAVELLING SCOTCHMEN 

The Milligans of Dumfriesshire and Yorkshire 

Sheila Cox 

When John Milligan married in the 1760s and began to rear his young family he 
was a tenant farmer of Cowcroft, Dunnance, Parish of Balrnaghie, in the Stewarty 
of Kirkcudbright. It is unlikely that he would ever have imagined that his sons and 
descendants would travel far and become successful businessmen, and he would 

certainly have been surprised if he had known that an impressive granite memorial 
was to be erected to one of those sons in a fashionable Bradford cemetery. John 
Milligan died on 31 August 1819, aged 79, and was buried in Dumfries, having 
brought up his family in the ways of piety and industry. (See Table 1). 

Almost forty-five years later The Dumfries and Galloway Standard & Advertiser 
published details of four 'desirable' farms to let in the parish of Balmaghie, one 
of which, 'Summerhill', was described as consisting of '212 Scotch acres, partly 
arable and partly good hill pasture'. The name 'Summerisil' often occurs in records 
of Yorkshire Mihigans in connection with houses or annuities, and there are several 
places with that name in the Dumfries area. One of them is very near Dunnance, 
and may have been farmed by John or his relatives. 

John Milligan's eldest child, Agnes, born in Balmaghie on 21 April 1769, re-
mained in Scotland and married a farmer, John Thomson, on 15 June 1798, raising 
three daughters and one son. She died on 4 January 1826, in Painackie, Parish of 
Buittle. One of her daughters, Mary Thomson, followed her uncles to Yorkshire and 
married Tom Foster of Bingley. (Table 2). 

John's second child, the eldest son, also named John, was born about 1771, and 
was probably the first of the family to move south, in about 1800. He began work 
as a travelling draper or 'Scotchman', living first in Cross Hills, near Kildwick, where 
nine of his eleven children were born. (Table 3). Later he moved to Bradford and 
established his firm of stuff merchants, John Milligan, Son & Company. Agnes and 
John were born to a first wife, Susan Durham. The others - Susan, Robert, William, 
James and Walter - were born to John's second wife, Elizabeth Charters, who died 
in Dumfries on 4 June 183 1 ,aged 82. (Table I). 

Susan Milligan married James Rennie, another Scot, who is thought to have 
come from Gatehouse of Fleet or Kirkcudbright. The Death Duty registers relating 
to James Rennie's estate noted that Nathaniel Briggs was married to James's sister 
and had been appointed an executor after two others (Susan Rennie and Robert 
Milligan) had died. Nothing is known of this supposed marriage, which may have 
been a misunderstanding on the part of the Inland Revenue - Nathaniel Briggs's 
sister, Phoebe, was married to Robert Milligan, and he and Robert were business 
partners. It is believed that Nathaniel married Elizabeth, daughter ofJohn Womersley 
of Lower Yeadon, at Gutseley in 1832, but of course this may have been a second 
marriage. The Milhigans, Briggses and Rennies were all closely involved with each 
other. James Rennie's only grandchild, James Rennie Wilkinson, went to live in Dean, 
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Bedfordshire, as a pupil in the home and farm of Thomas Milligan, a member of 
another, but unrelated Dumfriesshire family, who was born in Otley. As Thomas's 
brother, Robert (of Milligan, Hunter & Co, stuff merchants), living at Beech Grove, 
Manningham, must have been well known to Susan Rennie and the other more 
famous Robert, Bradford's first mayor, the arrangement may have come about 
through business or friendship. James Rennie Wilkinson later worked his own farm 
at East Addington, Thrapstone, Northamptonshire, and remained a life-long friend 
of the Dean Milhigans. He married and became a JP but had no children. 

The career of Robert, of Acacia, Rawdon, has been well documented in news-
papers of the time and many tributes have been paid to him since. About 1802 he 
followed his brother, John, to Yorkshire, as a 'travelling Scotchman', but by 1810 
he had settled down as a draper. After much experience in the cloth trade he 
became a stuff merchant and, in partnership with a London traveller, Henry Forbes, 
founded Mulligan, Forbes & Co, whose warehouse (now the Telegraph & Argus 
building), stands next to St George's Hall.' Bradford paid Robert Milligan its 
highest honours by electing him as first mayor of the town in 1847, and as Liberal 
MP in 1851. His death in 1862 was reported in some detail by the Dumfries news-
papers and two years later The Dumfries & Galloway Standard printed a report 
about the finishing of his monument, which had been seen in the granite polishing 
yards of William Keith junior in Aberdeen. After describing it minutely and saying 
it would have a chaste and imposing appearance they commented that Robert 
began life as a penniless lad and died the master of a princely fortune. 

James joined his brothers in about 1824, but Walter had arrived earlier, marrying 
Harriet Matilda Riley in Bradford in 1815. Only William remained in Scotland, 
where he raised a family in Dumfries, and established his firm, Milligan & Cu, 
Hosiery Manufacturers, later continued by his eldest son and partner,James Berwick 
Milligan. 

Interest in the Milligans - previously unknown to us - came about through 
research into our Foster ancestry. (Table 4). 1 had an uncle, Walter Mulligan Foster, 
who emigrated to Canada in 1904 and whose descendants compiled a Foster 
family tree some years ago, beginning with Joseph Foster of Hill End, Harden, born 
about 1760. My nephew, Cohn Foster Eastwood, studied this tree when visiting my 
cousins in Redhill, and later traced and visited the farmhouse still existing in 
Harden. The fairly recent discovery of a lease on Hill End, dated 1783, named 
Joseph Foster, the father of Joseph (b. 1760), mentioned above. There was also 
a will and an inventory of animals, implements and goods belonging to him, as he 
died later in 1783. 

There is a macabre story about a great robbery at Hill End on II May 1674, 
mentioned by the preacher, Oliver Heywood, in his Diary and sold in greater detail 
by William Cudworth in Round About Bradford. The robbery took place over a 
hundred years before she Fosters lived there, at a time when Hill End belonged to 
a rich, retired woollen draper, Samuel Sunderland. The tale contains elements of 
both farce and tragedy. 
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TABLE I (Note: Many of the early dates of birth in these tables are circa). 

JOt IN M lILIGAN of ('oweroit. Dunnanee 
174(1-1819 

= (1) Susan Durham 

Agnes Jotn 
1769-1826 1771-1847 

John Thomson (I) Christiana Hartley 
(2) Ann Harrison 

= (2) Ilizabeth Charters 
1749-1831 

Susan Robert Wi! iam James Walter 
1784-1862 1786-1862 1789-1884 1790-1862 1792-1873 

James Rennie IlhocbeBriggs Jean Berwick Margaret Harriet M 
1785-1847 1797-1868 1792-1865 Alexander Riley 

1790-1849 1792-1863 

Nathaniel Briggs's sister married Robert Milligan. 
Robert Milligan and Nathaniel Briggs became business partners. 

TABLE 2 

AGNES MILLIGAN JOHN THOMSON (From Table I) 
(1769-1826) 

Susan John Mary 
(1799-1884) (1805-1862) (18117:1880) (1812-1888) 

James Ewart Tons loGer 
(See Table 4) 

Elizabeth 
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TABLE 3 

JOHN MILLIGAN of Kildwjck and Bradford (From Table I) 
1771-1847 

= (I) Christiana Hartley 

I I I I I I 
Harrison Mary Hartley John Walter Robert Susan Jane 
1810-1883 1811-1865 1812-1876 1813-1902 Johnstone 1815-1886 1817-1893 

= = = = 1814-? = 

Lydia George Mary Ann Rachel = HenryWilliam Charles 
Baines Parkinson Greenwood Babes Sarah Eliza Ripley Stanfield 

1826-1915 1808-1885 1816-1878 t815-1897 Shreeve 1813-1882 1806-1877 
1816-1880 

= (2) Ann Harrison 

I I I 
Christiana William Thomas James 
1819-1841 1821-1875 1823-1864 1824-1891 
Unmarried 

Diana Mary Anna Catherine 
Freestone 1823-? Roome 
1824-1868 Remarried 1839-1913 

Susan Milligan, wife of Henry William Ripley, was adopted by her uncle, Robert - Bradford's 
first mayor. 
George Parkinson, who married Mary Hartley Milligan, was partner of Robert Clark in the well-
known family Fm, Parkinson & Clark. 

TABLE 4 

Joseph Foster (1723-1783) 
of Hill End, Harden 

Joseph Foster (1763-1845) 

TIM FOSTER MARY THOMSON (d. of Agnes Milligan - Table 2) 
(1802-1877) J (1807-1880) 

JAMES RENNIE FOSTER = EMMA GLEDHILL 
(1843-1884) (1845-1915) 

I I I I I I I I 
Arnold Mary Walter Arthur Francis Ernest Norman Kenneth Rennie 
Rennie Rennie Milligan Thomson Ewart Wilfred Alexander Roy James 
(USA (Yorks) (Canada) (S. India (Alaska) (Canada) (Yorks) (Canada) (Yorks) 
and and 

Fanning Surrey) 
Island 

Pacific Ocean) 
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The nine thieves, who were from Collingham, apparently bribed a blacksmith 
to reverse the shoes on their horses' feet so as to mislead any pursuers in the snow. 
By this means, after tying up all the people in the house, they were able to escape 
with £2,500 in gold and silver. It is not known whether there actually was snow in 
May that year, and Oliver Heywood omits that aspect of the escape. A later version 
recounted by J Horsfall Turner in Ancient Bingley says the thieves left their dog 
shut in a room by mistake, and the pursuers, realising that the animal would lead 
them back to its owners, prudently, and callously it seems, broke one of its legs so 
that it would not outrun their horses. 

The thieves were caught and hanged at York, along with the landlord of a public 
house in Collingham to which they had gone to divide their spoils. He had seen 
them and insisted on a share of the booty. Horsfall Turner thought that the story 
might have grown somewhat in the telling! 

The Fosters were a deeply rooted Yorkshire family and we were puzzled by the 
Scottish names given to my father and his siblings. (Table 4). We began to suspect 
that their grandmother, Mary Foster, may have been the source. 

The wedding between Tom Foster, warp dresser, and Mary Thomson, servant, 
both of Bingley, took place at Keighley Independent Chapel on 28 July 1841. The 
witnesses were Susan Thomson and Walter Milligan. Later we discovered that in 
1875 Walter Mulligan and Tom Foster were trustees of Bingley Independent Chapel, 
Walter's address being given as The Cedars, Putney, Middlesex, where he died in 
1873, aged 81. Afterwards, when we had read something of Robert Milligan's 
history, we realised that he and Walter were probably related, and we wondered 
if Walter was perhaps a benevolent employer of Tom and Mary. A census return 
had shown that Mary was born in Scotland, and this led us to believe that she 
might have come from the same area as the Milligans - Dunnance. What we did not 
know was that Mary was the daughter of Agnes (Milligan) Thomson and that she 
had been living with her uncle, Walter, at Myrtle Grove, Bingley. It now seemed 
very probable that Tom Foster worked for Walter Milligan at Harden Mills. 

Walter Milligan had retired by 1861. His wife Harriet, a chronic bronchitic, was 
failing in health and the move to Putney may have been prompted by a wish to 
spend their last years near their daughter Elizabeth who had lived all her married 
life in London. Their son Robert, with his wife Helen, lived at The Cedars too and 
may have joined one of the Milligan London offices. Walter Mulligan has no living 
descendents. Robert married Helen Wilson of York, and they were childless. 
Walter's elder daughter, Elizabeth, married Helen's brother Samuel, but their three 
London-born daughters all died unmarried in their twenties. Walter's younger 
daughter, Harriet Matilda, died when she was three. 

William Cudworth, in Round About Bradford, told how Walter had bought 
Harden Mills and some acres of land in 1838, and with his son introduced steam 
power. Harden prospered as they enlarged the mill, installed spinning and combing 
machinery and employed more people. The prosperity of the village was socially 
and materially improved by all that they had done and it was said in 1876, when 

31 



the book was published, that father and son still had a name in Harden which many 
might envy. Cudworth also tells how Walter's firm was among the many hit by the 
commercial crisis of 1857, but their creditors wisely accepted a composition 
amounting to about two thirds of the debts, and the remainder was repaid in less 
than two years. His creditors were so pleased that they gave Walter a magnificent 
service of plate and a testimonial of their high esteem. It was said that this firm was 
the first to weave an alpaca piece from material supplied by Titus Salt, then only a 
spinner, and that they were noted worsted manufacturers. 

Robert Milligan's will provided the link between his family and the Fosters. 
This twenty-five page document, with numerous bequests and legacies to friends 
and relatives, opened up wide avenues for further research. It included legacies 
'to Susan Thomson, daughter of my late sister Agnes Thomson . . . '(the witness at 
Mary's wedding, thereby established as her sister) and 'to Mary Foster, wife of 
Thomas Foster, another daughter of my said late sister Agnes Thomson', with 
instructions that after both Mary and Tom had died the capital was to go absolutely 
to their son, James Rennie Foster, my grandfather.The link was complete. (Table 4). 

An early confusion was the discrepancy between the spelling of Thomson in the 
Scottish manner and Thompson, the more usual English spelling. 

Catherine Thackray's article about Brunswick Place, Bradford, in The Bradford 
Antiquary, (Third Series, No.2, 1986), mentioned that John Milligan had lived 
there in 1841. As we have seen he had eleven children, seven sons and four daughters, 
born in Yorkshire to two wives, between 1810 and 1824. (Table 3). In 1841 only 
Harrison, Robert Johnstone, William, James, Jane and Christiana were still living at 
home, and Christiana was to die later that year from phthisis. Jane married Charles 
Stanfield, bookseller and stamp distributor, less than six weeks before her father 
died in 1847. Mary Hartley Milligan, wife of George Parkinson, silk mercer and 
draper; John, doctor and surgeon in Keighley; Susan, who had been adopted by 
her uncle, Robert Milligan, and was married to Henry William Ripley; and Walter 
junior, stuff merchant, all had homes and families of their own. Thomas was starting 
his career at the Kirkgate home and shop of Robert Clark, draper, and partner of 
George Parkinson, who lived in Ivegate. 

In December 1847, Parkinson & Clark's advertisement in the Bradford Observer 
told of having received at their shop at 15 Kirkgate 

another beautiful lot of the newest shapes in Parisian CLOAKS AND MANTLES, 
including the Princess Olger (sic.). Arabella, Basquine, Florence. and a variety of 
other original designs in Damas, Moire, Satin, and fine wool PLAIDS. Likewise 
an elegant Assortment of the finest Tartan Wool SHAWLS, amongst which are 
the patterns selected by Her Majesty while on her late visit to the Highlands, 

and stated their ability to make up cloaks and mantles on the shortest notice from 
any material selected. This business was sold to them in 1834 by Walter Milligan 

before he moved to start manufacturing in Bingley. 

On 1 February 1835 John Milligan, while living in Bowling, dissolved his partner-
ship with James Rennie and George Greenwood Tetley in the firms Milligan, Rennie 
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& Co and Rennie, Tetley & Co, trading as linen and woollen drapers and stuff 
merchants, and became a stuff merchant on his own account. His sons Harrison 
and Walter junior joined him in due course, but in 1846 Walter left the partner. 
ship.2 

By 1851 Agnes and John Milligan were dead, as was James Rennie. The Rennies' 
only child Mary, born in 1819, married to silversmith Thomas Jowett Wilkinson of 
Leeds and mother of James Rennie Wilkinson, had died by 1844. Susan Rennie 
was living in Bradford at the Gate House, Melbourne Place, on the corner of Little 
Horton Lane, which appears to be the house in which tea and coffee dealer Samuel 
Corson (a possible relation) had been living in 1841. Samuel, who certainly came 
from Balmaghie, expressed in his will a desire to be buried there. However, this 
wish was revoked eleven days later, probably at the prompting of his family, and he 
then directed that his burial should take place in Undercliffe Cemetery instead. His 
executors were Robert Milligan, of Acacia, and James Monies. Samuel was born 
about 1773, four years or so after Agnes Milligan, and in the sparse birth and baptism 
records in the period before 1770 in Balmaghie there were only two relating to 
Milligant. One was Agnes's birth and the other, earlier the tame month, was that of 
a son, Alexander, to Samuel Corson and his wife, Anna Milligan, at whose baptism 
John Milligan, tenant in Cowcroft, was a witness. We think it probable that Anna 
was John's sister, and that Samuel Corson of Horton was a younger son and there-
fore Susan's cousin. 

Horton, the area in which so many Milligans lived at various times, was probably 
chosen for its closeness to their offices and warehouses, and also to be near Horton 
Independent Chapel, where many of their children were baptised. At the 1851 
Census the minister, the Reverend Jonathan Glyde, lived close to Susan Rennie. 
John Milligan's widow, Ann, and her two youngest sons, Thomas and James, lived 
next door to Susan, while several of the younger generation and their families were 
nearby. Robert was at Acacia; James, whose wife, Margaret, had died sixteen 
months earlier after a long and severe illness, was in Regent Place, Duke Street; 
Walter and Harriet were still in Myrtle Grove, Bingley, and Tom and Mary Foster, 
with their sole surviving son, James Rennie Foster, lived next to them. William and 
his wife, Jean, were still in Dumfries. 

Many Scottish people left their native country in the 19th century, following the 
example of those who had done so in earlier times, and a large number settled in 
Yorkshire. They did not all find fame and fortune, but established themselves in 
the trades and professions of their adopted land. In 1857 Kelley & Co 's Post Office 
Directory of Yorkshire noted: 

the population of Bradford has increased in a wonderful ratio, that is to say, 
whilst the increase in the whole population of the United Kingdom in the fifty 
years from 1801.1851 was 98 per cent, the increase in Bradford has been seven 
times as great, or 682 per cent. There were but few merchants resident in Brad-
ford until about twenty five years since. Since then, opulent merchants from 
Manchester, Leeds, Germany etc have flocked to it in great numbers. 

Of course, many of these merchants were Scottish. 
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By 1861, James Milligan had moved to Summer Hill House, Little Horton Lane, 
with his son William and daughter-in-law Eliza; the Parkinsons were a short distance 
away; the Stanfields and the Fosters were now living in Edmund Street, and several 
more married children had moved into Horton. Susan Rennie, still at the Gate 
House, seems to have been the focus of this family grouping. She was about 77, 
probably regarded as the family matriarch, and was to die less than eighteen months 
later, but she must have made a great impression on young James Rennie Foster, 
almost eighteen and a stuff merchant's assistant. He gave the name Rennie to three 
of his nine children either as a first or second name, and the Scottish influence was 
clear in the naming of the others. There is also an indication, from postcards 
addressed to his widow as 'Mrs Rennie Foster' that he may have been known as 
Rennie rather than James. (Table 4) 

The other main family group in 1861 was now in Rawdon. Walter and Harriet 
were at Low Royd, near Acacia, although they were to move to Putney within a 
year or so. Harrison was established at Benton Park, and others, including the 
Stanfields and the Parkinsons were to move there in subsequent years. 

Susan and her husband, Henry William Ripley, the dyeworks magnate, lived at 
Lightcliffe for many years, raising a large family which is recorded in Burke's Peerage, 
Henry Ripley being created a baronet in 1880. The couple lived at Acacia for some 
time, but both died at their estate at Bedstone, Shropshire .3 

Sir Henry and Dame Susan's descendants may constitute the strongest line from 
John of Cowcroft, as most male lines appear to be extinct. There is  good proba-
bility of male descent from William of Dumfries, however, and almost certainly lines 
in Australia, showing descent from James, son of John of Bradford. Most Milligan 
descendants are scattered throughout the United Kingdom, particularly in Scotland, 
but there are also Canadian lines, through Agnes. It is curious that while there were 
so few surviving male lines, there are strong female lines, only one of which hasbeen 
traced to present-day members, apart from my own. Many Milligans listed in current 
Yorkshire telephone directories are probably descended from families I have 
researched, but they are almost certainly from unrelated lines. 

1862 was a bad year for the Milligan family. In April James died, to be followed 
by Robert in July and Susan in August, and Agnes's only son, John Thomson, died 
a bachelor on 17 October 1862, in New Orleans, USA .4 John's date and place of 
death was noted in 1888, when his widowed Sister Elizabeth Ewart was granted 
administration of his estate in England. In the Death Duty registers relating to 
Robert Milligan's estate, three payments of duty on legacies to beneficiaries of his 
will were noted, she latest being on 29 January 1873. John's name and the amount 
paid were included each time. The reason for his presence in America is not known. 
If he was part of the Milligan enterprises, perhaps selling cloth for uniforms,it seems 
unlikely that the firm would have lost track of him for so long, despite the American 
Civil War, which had begun the previous year. He may have been a sea-faring man 
like a number of his Ewart relatives, or perhaps he became embroiled in the Civil 
War.' 
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Another family engaged my interest because they too had settled not far from 
my present home, that of Robert Johnstone Milligan. In 1841 he was with his 
parents in Brunswick Place, Bradford, near his future wife Sarah Eliza Shreeve. 
From there, apart from marriage, fatherhood and bankruptcy proceedings, he 
disappears, although his wife is recorded each Census; in Manningham in 1851/61 
and in Battersea in 1871, each time described as married and head of household. 
In 1880 the notice of her death in The Times described her as a widow. Her ton 
Duncan lived near with his wife Annie, who was for many years treasurer of the 
Women's Total Abstinence Union in London. They had no children. Duncan was 
described in 1881 as a retired worsted manufacturer - aged thirty-eight! His long 
and useful retirement included service as a member of the Wandsworth Board of 
Guardians, one of the largest Poor Law administrations in London, his name being 
given to one of the wards in the Tooting Home for the aged, and he was also a 
member of the board of a local school. In 1889 he was elected as a Fellow of the 
Royal Astronomical Society, and he died at the age of eighty-one. 

Sarah Eliza's daughter, Mary Alice, married John Lister Margerison, a Leeds-born 
wool merchant and landowner nearly thirty years her senior, and a witness at her 
marriage in London was Charles Stanfield, her uncle by marriage. 

The Margerisons lived in London and may also have lived partly in Yorkshire, 
as at least two of their adult sons died there. They had ten children, and there may 
be living descendants from this female line. Her father does not seem to have died 
in England, but he may have travelled on business to Australia, perhaps living there 
permanently. Other Milligans spent time overseas on business; indeed, Susan Rennie's 
will specified that if any executor was out of the United Kingdom for more than six 
months the rest were empowered to appoint another to act for him. We also know 
that Walter's son, Robert, had property in Duluth, Minnesota. 

It is disappointing that so little is known about James Rennie. He and his wife 
Susan must have had a strong influence on the early Yorkshire Milligans and Fosters. 
His name continues in the second name given to one of Walter Mulligan Foster's 
sons, Eric Rennie Foster, who still lives in Canada, and although we were unaware 
of the significance of the name at the time, my husband and I gave it as a second 
name to our own son in tribute to my brother, an uncle, and others in the Foster 
family. The study of Milligans and Rennies hasgiven me much interest and pleasure, 
and I am grateful to James Rennie that his influence still reaches out even after 
nearly one hundred and forty years. 

NOTES 
I. On 2 May 1833 she partnership between Robert Milligan, Robert Monies and John Douglas 

trading as Monies, Douglas & Co, linen and woollen drapers, was dissolved by mutual 
consent as regards Jobs Douglas, the remaining two partners continuing she business. 
On 15 January 1851 the partnership between Robert Milligan, Henry Forbes, Nathaniel 
Briggs and John Venimore Godwin trading as Milligan, Forbes & Co, was dissolved by 
mutual consent as regards John Venimore Godwin. 

2. Walter Mulligan junior has no descendents. His elder daughter Lucy was six when she died; 
the younger, Katharine (Kate), hoed 10 be eighty three but never married - she was a 
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governess who travelled widely and is said to have worked in Russia as governess to a family 
at the court of the Tsar at sonic time; the only son, Frederick Baines Milligan, married but 
was childless, and died in Didsbary, Manchester in 1911. For several years his home there 
was close to that of Mary Spiers Milligan,widow of the youngest son of William of Dumfries, 
the Reverend Robert Mulligan of Chalmers Free Church, Dundee, who had drowned while 
bathing at Montrose in 1888. Mary subsequently lived in Forest Hill, London, for several 
years and two of her daughters were married there before she went to Didsbury, the move 
perhaps being prompted by the family connections. 
Harrison was the most successful of John's sons. tie and his wife Lydia lived at Benton 
House, Rawdon, where he died in 1883. Of his four children only the daughters lived 
into old age. Sarah Lucy (Lucy) did not marry, but ran Bvnton Park very efficiently for 
many years, doing much charitable work, and died in Harrogate in 1928. Lydia Constance 
(Ida) married Harry Evelyn Dewhirtt, whose parents lived new Acacia in a house Robert 
Mulligan had sold to them shortly before his death. She died in 1943 and has descendents 
living in England and Scotland. 

3. There is a touching memorial to Susan and Henry William Ripley's youngest son among 
others recorded at Bedstone Church by the Bedstone Women's Institute. Burke's Peerage 
gives a bare statement of his death and its cause, but the memorial reads: 'To the memory 
of Alfred Ripley midshipman RN youngest son of Henry William Ripley of Lightcliffe Esq 
who was drowned in the 18th year of his age in HMS Captain when that ship capsized in 
the Bay of Biscay on the night of 6 September 1870. This monument is erected as an 
repression of affection and regret by the Officers of HMS Royal Oak in which he had served 
for 2Ya years and from which he had exchanged 4 days before his death.' 

4. We know John Thomson's date of birth in 1805 through the enterprise 01 the Rerrick 
Session Clerk, who kept a private record of families for the years 1783-1805, during which 
time an Act of Parliament had imposed a tax of 3d on each registration of birth, baptism, 
marriage and burial, thus ensuring many blank registers, unless a conscientious minister took 
the duty upon himself. 

S. New Orleans was the second port of the United States and the commercial centre of the 
Mississippi Valley, and as such was of prime importance to the Federal authorities, who 
seized the city in the spring of 1862 following the withdrawal of the outnumbered Con-
federate troops there. There mast have been many dangers and privations at that time and 
John Thomson, a Scot, may have been regarded with suspicion by both sides. He could 
also have been involved elsewhere in emerging stales, possibly Texas, which had a parti-
cularly turbulent period during the years in question, and where many Scots had settled, 
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"OUR PHILIP" 

The Early Career of Philip Snowden 

David James 

1987 is the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Philip Snowden, one of Yorkshire's 
most important Labour politicians. Hitherto he has been neglected by historians, 
although throughout much of his life he was deeply involved in many of the con-
troversies which beset the British Labour movement up to the Second World War.' 
By the time of his death he was an isolated and, in the eyes of most Labour voters, 
a despised figure. The reason for this was his decision to abandon the second Labour 
administration and join Ramsey MacDonald in the National Government which was 
formed in August 1931. Yet, in the 1890s Snowden and a small band of Independent 
Labour Party members helped to turn the textile districts of the north into a 
centre of working class politics. After 1898, when he was returned to the National 
Administrative Council of the Independent Labour Party (ILP), of which he was 
twice chairman, he was a figure of some national importance. Later he was MP for 
Blackburn from 1906 to 1918 and for Colne Valley from 1922 to 1931, before 
being raised to the House of Lords. 

During the Great War Snowden braved widespread unpopularity because of his 
opposition to the conflict, and in the 1920s gained a reputation as an international 
statesman. He was also Chancellor of the Exchequer in the first two Labour Govern-
ments. 

Snowden's early political career was closely linked with the ILP, which was 
founded in Bradford in 1893, and in his Autobiography he described that first 
meeting as 'the most important political event in the nineteenth century'.2 The 
story of the formation and early history of the ILP, and the significant part played 
in it by the West Riding textile districts has been recounted on a number of occasions. 
It was in towns like Bradford, Halifax and Keighley, and the smaller mill villages of 
the Colne and Calder valleys, that the vision of a new society was formulated, and 
the West Riding became an important forcing ground for Labour politics.3 

Snowden was connected with the Keighley branch of the ILP for several years 
at the turn of the century, and this period is important to any understanding of 
his subsequent political career. Many of his fundamental beliefs were formed and 
made known from platforms in Keighley; his passionate advocacy of temperance; 
his adherence to free trade, balanced budgets and financial orthodoxy; his oppo-
sition to war as being wasteful, and his acceptance of the Parliamentary road to 
socialism. These firmly held convictions remained almost unchanged throughout 
his life. 

To say that the seeds of 1931, when Snowden defected from the Labour Party, 
can be found in Snowden's years at Keighley, would be superficial, yet the faint 
outline of the Snowden of 1931 can be seen in the passionate young radical of 
1893. In addition to shaping his beliefs, it was in these years of political appren-
ticeship that Snowden discovered and sharpened those talents which were to make 
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him a major political figure. His rhetorical power was first developed as a public 
speaker addressing local gatherings, and his ability as a journalist, which was to 
provide him with much of his income throughout life, soon showed itself when he 
became editor of the Keighley Labour Journal. But the most important feature of 
these early years was Snowden's growing awareness that socialism was as much a 
moral as an economic system, and this belief made him the spokesman for many 
groups of Labour's most committed supporters. 

It is the aim of this article to show how the ethical socialism favoured by Snowden 
was particularly suited to the circumstances in Keighley and the north. Ethical 
socialism as a doctrine asserted the equality of human beings, an equality based on 
a belief in the innate and unique worth of each member of society, but there could 
be no practical application of this doctrine until capitalism was replaced by socialism. 
The restructuring of the economic system was thus a prerequisite of the new moral 
order. This particular brand of socialism, combined with a brilliant oratorical style, 
provided the basis for much of Snowden's popularity and appeal. He delighted in 
goading local manufacturers and the political élite, and the fact that he was editor 
of a crusading local newspaper made him hugely popular in Keighley. Known 
locally as our Philip', he suited the town perfectly. The local ILP gave him their 
unqualified support, acknowledging him as their champion and leading representative. 

In order to show how Philip Snowden came to be so easily accepted by the 
socialists in Keighley it will be useful to glance at the history of the branch. During 
the years he lived in the town, Keighley had one of the twelve largest ILP groups 
in the country, and in many ways its socialists were typical of the Labour Movement 
in the Yorkshire textile region. Like many branches it came into being partly as a 
reaction to the hostility shown by local Liberal leaders to the demands of working 

men for a say in politics. Like nearby Colne Valley, Keighley was a centre of 
ethical socialism and socialist culture. Like its neighbour, Bradford, it forged an 
alliance with local trade unions, although they provided no firm basis for electoral 
power, because the worsted trade, the largest local industry,was virtually ununionized. 
Indeed Keighley was possibly the weakest area of textile trade unionism in the 
region. Ben Turner commented bitterly that, 

the organising work put into Keighley has been immense. I have teen us have 
meetings there of three or four folks after tremendous publicity has been given 
to them. We have had some of the best women in the world billed but the 
workers were in a blackleg area and would not come .4 
The Keighley Labour Union was formed in 1892. In January 1893 it sent a 

delegate, Herbert Homer, to the foundation conference in Bradford. In that same 
year the Trades Council, with LIP support, successfully nominated two candidates 
for the School Board. In 1894 Herbert Horner was elected to the Keighley Town 
Council, and by 1900 four of their members were on the Town Council and three 
on the School Board, including Snowden, who was elected to both. However, 
political work was only a part of the branch's activities. It also aimed at creating 
a socialist society in miniature, and to this end started various cultural and social 
institutions, forming a Labour Church, a Clarion Vocal Union, a Woman's Labour 
Group and a Labour Club. In addition, a number of educational classes were 
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opened, some offering tuition in Shorthand and Arithmetic, and there was a book-
stall where socialist books,journals and newspapers could be obtained. 

As in other branches most members were drawn, like Snowden himself, from 
among the skilled workers and lower middle classes. The talented but quarrelsome 
Herbert Homer, and his quieter brother, Edward, both founder members, were 
teachers, though their father was a mill worker. G J Wardle, the first editor of the 
Keighley Labour Journal, and later MP for Stockport, was a railwayman, active in 
the local trade union. W S Wilkinson, conductor of the Clarion Vocal Union, was a 
popular local musician, amateur actor, poet and music teacher. Other prominent 
members were Mary Jane Dixon, a Methodist lay preacher, the Mackley brothers, 
leading members of the local Co-operative Society, and W F Hardy, President of 
the local Trades Council. The distinguishing marks of the group were a belief in 
socialism, as both a moral and an economic system, a political programme largely 
derived from the radical sector of the Liberal Party, and a commitment to political 
independence. It was a combination which matched Snowden's own views and he 
found the branch very much to his liking when he arrived in the town in 1895. 

Snowden was thirty-one when he settled in Keighley.5 He had been born in 
lckornshaw in the parish of Cowling, a few miles from Keighley, in 1864, and grew 
up a bright but by no means unusual working-class child. His early years in this 
small West Riding textile community enabled him to understand and sympathize 
with the attitudes and beliefs of the northern industrial workers. His horizons 
widened when he took up a post in the Excise service, and for seven years he 
travelled all over the country from the Orkneys to Plymouth. It was in Plymouth 
that he suffered the cycling accident which left him permanently crippled. In 1892 
he returned to Cowling to live with his mother, who was now a-widow. He was then 
a Liberal, and it was while living at Cowling that he became a socialist. This was the 
turning point in his life, a conversion he described at length in hisAutobiography. 
Shortly afterwards he made contact with Herbert Homer and the Keighley socialists, 
joined them, and, 

within two or three months he was crowding the largest public hall in the town 
by the great powers of his eloquence - powers utterly unsuspected a few months 
before either by himself or his friend S.6 

He devoted much of his time to Keighley between 1895 and 1902, although he 
soon became more than just a local celebrity. From 1895 he undertook a punishing 
schedule of lecture tours throughout the United Kingdom, spreading the ILP gospel 
mainly in the north of England, but also in Scotland, Wales and the Midlands, 
usually speaking at two meetings on a Sunday and one on each of three or four 
week nights. Writing about this period of his life Stanley Pierson said that Philip 
Snowden performed 'a missionary work unsurpassed among his contemporaries . 

in arousing the masses to self awareness'. He fought two Parliamentary campaigns, 
one in Blackburn in 1900 and the other in Wakefield in 1902. These ventures showed 
that a clever and inspiring figure had arrived on the national political stage. 

Blackburn was a Tory citadel, though with a well-established socialist group and 
a strong trade union movement. Snowden, confident of his speaking ability, set a 
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stirring example, using his rhetorical powers to the full in order to propagate his 
socialist creed. A journalist covering the election commented: 

He has touched politics with morality and morality with religion, and raised the 
whole subject to a plane above the normal littleness and screeching of party 
warfare . . . I can compare it with nothing but those tides of spiritual revivalism 
that periodically sweep the land . . . it is as though the sleepers had awakened, 
as though a new heaven and a new earth have dawned upon them, as though 
a great light had burst upon them.8 

Philip Snowden mesmerised the electors of Blackburn. In ten days he swept 
Socialism from obscurity into a position which made it a serious contender for 
power. His speeches had an extraordinary effect and his meetings were packed 
to overflowing. Although he lost the election he polled 7,095 votes, the largest 
total secured anywhere in the country by a Socialist candidate until then. 

The strategy at Wakefield was quite different. Here again the opposition was 
Tory, but the Socialists, who saw the undertaking mainly as missionary work, 
were not very active. Snowden fought a low-key campaign, rarely mentioning 
socialism. In consequence he received considerable support from the Liberals, 
who did not put up a candidate. Twenty Liberal MPs signed a letter urging Wake-
field electors to vote for him. Once again he captivated his audiences with his 
oratory, but once again he lost. Nevertheless his national reputation was enhanced 
by these campaigns, and by 1902 he had become an outstanding figure in the ILP 
heartlands of Yorkshire and Lancashire. In local contests he fared much better, 
being elected to both the Keighley School Board and the Borough Council in 1899. 
He quickly realised, however, that scope for major reforms was limited. This out-
look was well illustrated in an article he wrote in 1902, shortly before he left 
Keighley, explaining why he was not seeking re-election to the Town Council. 

The fact is that Keighley Corporation has municipalised everything that can be 
done in the present state of the law, and . . . (this) forced upon me very strongly 
the conviction that the most useful work I could do . . - was to educate and 
arouse public opinion in the country to the great and pressing need of liberating 
the slavery of public bodies from laws made by the property owners and pro-
fessional classes for the enrichment of these classes.9 

There can be no doubt that Snowden was an extremely able politician who 
enjoyed showing off his skills on the small stage ofKeighley politics. To the majority 
of people, however, the heart of his appeal lay in the skill with which he expressed 
the moral aspirations of socialism - a vital element in those early years, and Keighley 
is a good example of a place where its appeal was strongest. 

The reasons why the working-class socialists of Keighley, and of Yorkshire 
generally, were attracted to a party which emphasized the moral appeal of its 
policies are complex. Indeed this often puzzled contemporary observers. S G 
Hobson, on the subject of IL? speakers in Yorkshire, commented: 

They always spoke of the appeal to the heart; their speeches were a blend 
of religion and sentiment - sentiment which generally lapsed into sentimenta-
lism. There must be something in Yorkshire thought and habit to account for 
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it. I soon realised that the ILP had appeared at a moment when Yorkshire 
Nonconformity was in the process of disruption.'0 

Here Hobson identified a key point. In the early part of the 19th century a 
number of Nonconformist churches had been in close touch with working-class 
radicals. The Chartists, for instance, received considerable sympathy from certain 
Methodist societies, especially those recently separated from the Wesleyan Metho-
dist Connexion. These churches, which were democratically organized, tended to be 
radical in politics, but by the 18905 many Nonconformist churches steered away 
from any kind of political radicalism. In this respect they resembled the local 
Liberal Associations with which they were often closely connected, for although 
their organization was outwardly democratic, they were in effect dominated by a 
few wealthy manufacturers. In Keighley the Nonconformist churches were very 
susceptible to the influence of a few wealthy patrons, a point made by Herbert 
Horner in 1898: 

In too many cases a Nonconformist minister must preach what suits a wealthy 
manufacturer or those golden pillars of the church will find means to get some-
one who will. They are so used to subservient acquiescence in their employees in 
the shop and factory that they expect the same from their spiritual employees 
on Sunday." 

In addition allied organizations such as the Temperance Movement were strongly 
influenced by local employers and political leaders. The Keighley and District Band 
of Hope Union had William dough as its President and J J Brigg, Swire Smith and 
J W Laycock amongst its Vice-presidents. All four were major employers and 
members of the 'Keighley Liberal 300'. Thus the chapels in Keighley were unable 
to make a favourable response to the growing social and political demands of the 
working class in the 1890 s. Indeed their antagonism to the Labour Movement was 
noted at the inaugural meeting of the Keighley Labour Union, where James Holmes, 
a local radical, remarked upon the pains which the churches were taking to show 
their dislike of it.'2 

At the same time there was little evidence of a religious revival among the 
working class. Various reasons have been given for the fact that Christianity had 
lost its earlier hold on their lives, one being that urban populations when engaged in 
routine factory work become hostile to the additional discipline of devoutness. 
Besides, such organizations as co-operative and trade union movements were 
providing activities which drew people away from the churches. There were also an 
increasing number of political attractions to absorb the energies of workers. Thus 
a shift from religion to politics took place, but while this was happening many 
activists felt the lack of a moral element - a need which was filled by ethical 
socialism. 

A number of ministers in Keighley were aware that the churches were failing to 
make contact with ordinary working people. Among those who held this opinion 
were Canon F D Cremer, Rector of Keighley, whose Christian Socialism is said to 
have 'permeated his sermons'; Rev. F E Chester and Rev. I Stansfield, who called 
themselves Socialists and worked with the ILP on elected bodies, and Rev. S I C 
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Goidsack, whose sympathies led him to form a Union of Socialists among his con-
gregation, a move which eventually led to his resignation. Another Nonconformist 
who came to adopt Socialist principles was W E Wailbank, a former town councillor 
and prominent Methodist Sunday School teacher. It was said that 'he had come to 
the conclusion that socialism was the right thing, was a thing that all Christians 
should support and was bound to come in the future'. Nevertheless few people in 
similar positions spoke out like that, because in a Yorkshire mill town in those days 
for a minister or layman to espouse socialism oseisly, even in its mildest form, 
demanded a great deal of courage and conviction.1 

there is evidence that working-class leaders felt that a moral approach was needed 
to solve the ills of society. In 1890 Alfred Burrows of the Trades Council and later 
of the ILP called trade unionism 'a practical Christian Gospel', and in the same year 
the Annual Review of the Keighley Trades Council pointed to the 'moral objectives' 
of the local trade societies. Given this tendency it is hardly surprising that the 
socialist movement in Keighley found that its success lay mainly in stressing ethical 
values, for while organized religion had lost its attraction, the appeal of morality 
was still very strong. It was said of C i Wardle, for example, that 'he had been led 
to socialism from its religious standpoint'. William Bransham, too, an early member 
of the Labour Union, discovered in socialism the inspiration he could not find in 
places of worship, for 'the only attraction the chapel or the church service had for 
him was the music, but being impelled to visit the Labour Union meetings he had 
found there speakers with whom he could in the main agree and with whose objects 
he was in thorough sympathy'. W S Wilkinson, for whom the moral arguments in 
favour of socialism were compelling, referred to 'the effect on his nsirsd of reading 
the Clarion, Merrie England and Ruskin's Unto this Last, and Seasame and the 
Lilies . . . (and) . . . felt it his duty to choose sides . . . and take his place under the 
banner of Labour'. Other members of the ILP retained their connections with 
religious bodies while still responding to the moral institutions of the early Labour 
movement. Mary Jane Dixon, Labour member of the School Board, was well 
known as a Primitive Methodist local preacher, as well as a regular speaker at the 
Keighley Labour Church. Margaret Pickles, an ILP candidate for the Board of 
Guardians was also prominently connected with the Primitive Methodists, Harrison 
Wallbank, a leading Haworth Labour leader was an experienced Sunday School 
teacher. 14 

The Labour Church became the chief propagator of ethical socialism in the town. 
As early as January 1893, within three months of the establishment of the Labour 
Union the Party purchased 180 Labour Hymn Books. Later in the year a permanent 
home was found for the Labour Church, significantly in an old Primitive Methodist 
Chapel. In 1895 the branch agreed to join the Labour Church Union. 

The meetings of the Labour Church were immediately successful, and the ILP 
recognized that they were one of its best means of publicity, commenting in 1894 
that 'our most successful work has . . . been the Sunday services and the crowded 
audiences who have listened to the new gospel and drunk with avidity the teaching 
put forth by the various speakers will no doubt furnish many recruits and staunch 
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adherents.' By the end of 1896 it was claimed that 400 to 500 people attended 
these meetings 'the great majority of whom are strong believers in our principles'.' 5 

The Labour Church was not a religious organization in the accepted sense, but 
its meetings generally followed existing ecclesiastical forms. Hymns were sung and 
there would usually be a sermon, often by a visiting speaker, after which there 
would be a recital. However, these forms were retained only for as long as people 
wanted them. For example, the recitals rapidly became distinctly secular. Poems 
and songs such as 'Christmas Day in the Workhouse' or 'Home Sweet Home' were 
introduced and the tendency was for such contributions to become sentimental rather 
than religious. At the same time the speakers, who were drawn from a wide back-
ground, represented many schools of thought. Although the most popular talks were 
those with titles such as 'Did Christ Teach Socialism?, 'Religion and Social Duty', 
and, in particular, Philip Snowden's 'Religion of Socialism', other speakers concen-
trated on the political and economic aspects of the ILP programme. The moral im-
pact of the Labour Church, therefore, weakened as time went on. Snowden used the 
Labour Church as a major platform. His abilities were quickly recognized and the 
Keighley Labour Journal commented on one of his earliest speeches that 

not only was it remarkable for its impassioned eloquence, but it was full of that 
nameless power which seizes the hearts and consciences of men and carries con-
viction along with it. We believe the effect of such a speech cannot be merely 
transitory, but must result in a larger determination in the minds of those who 
heard it, not to tamely sit down content with things as they are but to work 
earnestly for the realisation of the brotherhood of man.' 6 

Snowden's speeches were usually highly emotional and full of biblical phrase-
ology. They combined a vision of the future socialist society with sympathy for the 
present plight of the workers and made bitter attacks on the capitalist class, it was 
his powerful command of language, together with an ability to appeal to his listeners' 
emotions as much as to their reason, which made him such a popular and effective 
speaker. When necessary he could discuss the economic and political problems of 
the day in a rational and unemotional manner, which forced his opponents to take 
his socialist ideas seriously. A typical lecture in Steeton in 1897 on 'Labour and 
Politics' drew a large audience, including many well known Liberals, who 

listened with great interest and keen attention to the admirable and lucid state-
ment of the Socialist position and programme and it was quite evident that the 
people of Steeton fully appreciate the point of the lecture - . . Mr William 
Clough (a local manufacturer) said before he came to the meeting he had been 
told that if he asked any questions he would get nothing but impudence, but he 
wanted to say that just the opposite was the case, and he desired to express his 
thanks to the Chairman and the speaker for the courtesy shown to him. There 
is no doubt that Mr Snowden has by his earnestness, ability and sincerity made 
an impression on Stecton and will, at another future visit be sure of a welcome 
here.' 

Nevertheless, it was Snowden's so-called 'Come to Jesus' style which remained 
the most popular of his presentations. 
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His departure from Keighley in 1902 was partly due to the need to devote more 
attention to Blackburn which had adopted him as their Parliamentary candidate 
after 1900 and for whom he was elected MP in 1906. Another factor was his in-
creasing commitment to the national ILP. After 1900 Keir Hardie and Ramsey 
MacDonald were busy organizing the Labour Representation Committee and it was 
left to Bruce Glasier and Snowden to manage the ILP. Snowden's departure left a 
gap in the Keighley ILP which was hard to fill.In 1908 Herbert Homer, commenting 
on the early years of the Keighley Party, said Our success came too soon. We were 
not really entitled to there presentation we won in the early days of the movement'.' 
Much of this early success was due to the personality and abilities of Philip Snowden, 
but the Branch did not collapse as soon as he had gone. In 1905 Keighley formed a 
Labour Representation Committee and in the 1906 election the ILP put up a can-
didate who recorded over 3,000 votes. Nevertheless, Snowden was greatly missed. 

He always seems to have regarded his early life in Keighley with affection, and as 
years which belonged to a simpler, less complicated age. In 1924 he wrote to Tom 
Mackley, a comrade of his Keighley years. 'It is good to hear in these days from an 
old friend of the early days. We never expected in the "Battle of Cowling" days 
that we should come to this'. And in 1929 he wrote again to the same friend 'I was 
down in Keighley a few weeks ago, but it is not like the old times. The fine enthu-
siasm of those days seems to have departed.' 

Looking back Philip Snowden may have reflected that the great days of the 
movement he had done so much to create were the 1890s, when he and his Keighley 
colleagues set out, in the words of G J Wardle, to create 'the kingdom of heaven on 
earth.t9 
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EDITORIAL 

On 29 April 1986 a meeting was held at 15 Canal Road, by kind permission of 
Bradford District Archives, to discuss the future of the BradJbrd Antiquary. The 
purpose of the meeting was to try to attract support from other organizations and 
from people outside the Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society who sympathize 
with our aims. 

The notice said: 

Anyone who has studied local history at all seriously will at one time or another 
have consulted the 'Bradford Antiquary', which, since 1881, has provided readers 
and researchers with an invaluable store of original articles on a wide range of 
topics. The Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society has published this journal 
on its own initiative and from its own resources ever since it was founded. At 
present the publication is subsidized by members' subscriptions and money. 
raising efforts, but this cannot continue much longer. There is an urgent need to 
promote sales and put the whole thing on a business-like footing . . . Local 
history is booming as never before, and Bradford ought to have ajournal which 
would encourage writers by giving permanent form to the results of their 
researches. 

There was an attendance of about fifty, and it was very gratifying to have offers 
of support from our friends in she archives, museums, library and education services, 
as well as from members of the general public. The main thing was to make our 
position known. After all it is unfair to blame people for not supporting the 
Bradford Antiquary if they are unaware of its existence. The Society can, with a 
little help, continue to produce the journal, but we must keep the price down. To 
do this we need to sell at least 1,000 copies, which is not too much to expect, 
surely, in a Metropolitan District the size of Bradford. We already have a valuable 
mailing list of home and overseas subscribers, but not, as yet, a ready home market 
with a quick turnover. The meeting was not all about money, however, and we 
were pleased to receive offers of editorial help and suggestions about distribution. 

From our point of view the evening was well spent. It was a very pleasant social 
occasion and we were very grateful to all those who gave up their time to come. 

As a result of more general enquiries the City Librarian, Mr Barry Smith, had 
written earlier offering help with publicity and suggesting that we apply, through 
Leisure Services, for a loss guarantee. He also very kindly said, 'Bradford's first 
Librarian (Charles G Virgo) was one of the founders of the Bradford Historical & 
Antiquarian Society and we have its interests at heart and would want to do any-
thing we could to help.' Through Mr Smith's good offices and Leisure Services a 
loss guarantee has been made available to us. 

The best piece of news came in November from Mr Robert Frost of the West 
Yorkshire Archive Service, who wrote to say that the Archive Advisory Council had 
agreed to make a grant of £400 to help to finance the Bradford Antiquary. This is 
a most generous donation and I have assured Mr Frost that the money will be well 
used. 
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With so much encouragement on all sides it is sad to have to apologize for the 
delay in publication of Third Series - No. 3'. There should have been no trouble 
this time, because I have had the assistance of Mr Tony Jowitt, Warden at the 
Bradford Centre of the Department of Adult Education, Leeds University, but 
there have been so many snags and so much waiting. We must do better. 

In Little Germany (Bradford Art Galleries & Museums), which all should read, 
John Roberts says that the systematic investigation of Robert Milligan's family and 
the histories of the numerous descendants of his brother, John, would be a most 
valuable piece of research. Without knowing anything about this, Mrs Sheila Cox of 
Wimbledon (whose great-great-grandmother was Agnes Milligan, elder sitter of 
Robert, of Acacia), has spent, as she says 'happy times' sorting out the entwined 
relationships between these families of Scottish stuff merchants. 

Mrs Cox wrote to me after reading Catherine Thackray's article on Brunswick 
Place in the Bradford Antiquary (Third Series No 2), which she came across in the 
library of the Society of Genealogists, London. Her interest was in the Rennie 
connection, James Rennie having become Agnes's brother-in-law by marriage to 
Susan Milligan. The detailed and carefully researched article by Mrs Cox is the result 
of our correspondence. She would be the first to admit that this is only the start of 
a 'systematic investigation' of the Milligan families. There is plenty of scope for 
anyone who wishes to pick up any of the trails. 

Mr Joe Wood, of Fagley, also got in touch with me after reading about Brunswick 
Place, to say that the business owned by his grandfather, Charles H Wood (Bell. 
hangers & Whitesmiths), was at 49 Coppy Quarry, and later in Rawson Road, which 
was formerly Brunswick Place. Mr Wood hastened to explain that the bells they 
hung were those in domestic use, not church bells. 

The dictionary definitions are confusing: 

'Blacksmith: a smith who works in iron, as distinguished from one who works in 
tin (a whitesmith).' 
'Whitesmith: a tinsmith - a worker in iron who finishes or polishes the work.' 

Mr Wood's job was to take the articles made in the blacksmith's shop, such 
things as brackets and locks, and fix them wherever they were required. 

A letter from Mr John Smith of Pudsey reminds me that some events and ways 
of life in the more recent past vanish without trace, while what happened long ago 
is always being brought to our notice. He worked for Wm Laycock & Sons, stuff 
merchants, from the 1920s onwards, and says, 

Telegrams were much used by us and other traders, and it was a regular sight to 
see the Telegraph Boys in their uniforms, marching smartly down Church Bank 
in fours to start their turn of duty at the GPO. Most of their deliveries were 
made on foot, but a few red pedal cycles were used for outer districts. 
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Before the Second World War these boys used to buzz about the centre of the 
town, either walking, running or riding bicycles. This is how most male employees 
at the main post offices began their apprenticeship. 

In those days the General Post Office in Forster Square was the great centre of 
communications: shades of office boys dashing with late fee letters to catch s/s 
'Almanzora Star'. 

To remember the Low Moor Explosion is immediately to give one's age away, 
but there are many who still recall exactly what they were doing when the earth 
shook on that sunny day, Monday 21 August 1916. These memories, carefully pre-
served and often repeated, are part of Bradford's folk history. Clarrie Muff's father 
gave his son an eye-witness account of the start of the fire.* He was one of the 
'Yellow Men', whose faces and clothing were indelibly stained by the chemicals 
they handled; but though he was near to the scene of the accident, and had his 
clothes blown off, he escaped injury and lived to tell the tale. 

Dr Ronald Blackwell, who is preparing a book about the explosion, kindly 
agreed to write an article for this issue, and we are very pleased to welcome him as 
a contributor. 

Recent numbers of the Antiquary have drawn attention to two of Bradford's 
'good causes': Paper Hall and Undercliffe Cemetery. As this is a crucial time for 
Saltaire it seemed appropriate to take advantage of the proceedings at last year's 
seminar to tell part of an old story whose sequel has come to an abrupt end. It is 
sad to think that only two years ago, in 'Third Series No I' we were giving thanks 
for 'a busy mill' at Saltaire, but change comes quickly these days. The building 
has outlived its original purpose and is up for sale. 

I wish to thank Tony Jowitt for his contribution to this particular article and 
for helping to edit the journal. I am also grateful to Dr Derek Linstrum for making 
his script available and to Jack Reynolds for guidance on one or two important 
points about Saltaire. 

Finally, thanks are due to all the contributors for their co-operation in what 
has been rather a long haul, and to Jeffrey Roberts for reading the proofš. 

J.F . 
* C Muff, Unbelievable, But True, Bradford Libraries Division. 1984. 

The President and Council of the Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society 
wish to express their thanks to the West Yorkshire Archive Advisory Council for 
a very generous grant of £400 to help to stabilize the finances of the Bradford 
Antiquary. 

BACK NUMBERS 

Some back numbers, from 1958 onwards are still available. Enquiries to the editor. 

If any members wish to dispose of back numbers, especially older issues, we should 
be glad to have details. 
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ROBERT MILLIGAN'S MONUMENT - UNDERCLIFFE CEMETERY 

The monument on the right is that of Henry Brown, who was Mayor 
of Bradford in three successive years, 1851-54. Pennine Heritage, Hebden Bridge 
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UNDERCLIFFE CEMETERY 

On 26 October 1986 Christine and Tony Chapple were presented with the 
Bradford Civic Society's Merit Award for the outstanding results they and the 
Friends of Underdiffe Cemetery have achieved since the organization was formed 
five years ago. It was their efforts which led to the compulsory purchase of the 
cemetery by Bradford Council after a period of disastrous neglect had extinguished 
hope of any restoration. 

During the past year a £360,000 Community Programme Scheme funded by the 
Manpower Services Commission has brought order into a place where it had become 
dangerous to walk among the graves. It is now possible to offer illustrated talks, 
guided tours and special trips for children and the disabled. Unðerdiffe Cemetery, 
where 'the quality' once promenaded on a Sunday afternoon, can once again be 
regarded as an attraction and an asset to the city. 

Voluntary help is still needed and those who wish to join the Friends of the 
Cemetery should write to Mrs Chapple at 109 Oxford Road,Gomersal,Cleckheaton, 
West Yorkshire. Information about the cemetery may be obtained from Alice Ross 
(telephone Bradford 642276). 

The cover picture of the Bradford Antiquary: Third Series No 2, is from an old 
sketch of Cemetery Terrace, and in this issue there is a photograph of Robert 

Milligan's memorial (p 51). 

PAPER HALL 

It is good to see the roof nearing completion because this means that the first 
phase of restoration is nearly over. The second phase, when the hail will be put to 
use, forms the next part of the plan. Passers-by will have noticed that the new 
Inner Ring Road comes alarmingly close, but Paper Hail is secure, and there will be 
advantages in the shape of landscaping and spacious car parks when all the work is 
finished. A section of 19th century road has been discovered at the rear of the hail and 
this will be restored as a feature of the final layout. 

A substantial part of the English Heritage grant still remains to be matched by 
contributions from other sources, but generous donations continue to arrive. Since 

our last issue £5,000 has been received from the Clothworkers' Foundation and 
£5,000 from the J Paul Getty Foundation. Local efforts, too, help to swell the 
pool and these, like the larger amounts, are matched by sums from the English 
Heritage grant. 
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Eight members of a House of Commons Select Committee on the Environment 
visited Paper Hall in July 1986 during a tour of sites in the region, and showed 
enthusiastic encouragement for the work that was going on. A party from The 
Association for Studies in the Conservation of Historic Buildings also paid a visit in 
September, when spending a day in Bradford. This kind of interest shows that 
Paper Hall is gaining both local and national recognition. 

The main concern of the Preservation Society is to provide a public amenity for 
the citizens of Bradford: a worthy use for s worthy building. If you wish to help 
this good cause please send donations and offers of help to the Treasurer: 
Dr N Entwistle, 3 Collier Lane, Baildon, Shipley BDl7 5LN (Tel 0274-581503). 

REVEREND WILLIAM SCORESBY, DD 

William Scoresby had little cause to remember his seven years in Bradford with 
affection. When he was inducted as vicar of the parish in 1839 he came, as he 
thought, to 'a noble field of Christian enterprise', but he left in 1847, a broken, 
disillusioned man. This former master whaler, with experience of handling the 
roughest crews, was pained and distressed by the gross and general rudeness of the 
people of Bradford. His less than robust health, which had survived the worst that 
arctic storms could do, gave way before a sea of troubles, and he tendered his 
resignation early in 1844. The Bishop of Ripon offered Dr Scoresby instead six 
months leave of absence, which he accepted and spent mainly in Canada and the 
United States. But the mood of despair returned and he resigned again in 1846, 
saying, 'The Lord sent me here for a great though painful work.' 

Scoresby came to Bradford with the best of intentions at the worst of times: 
years of distress and discontent had led to great unrest in the town and 'a 
propensity for riot'. His plan to reorganize the parish was not well received and the 
dissenters resolutely refused to allow him to levy church rates. The opposition was 
interminable, but in other spheres his efforts gained support, particularly when he 
took up the cause of the poor and attempted to improve the social and moral 
conditions of factory workers. He built four day schools at no small expense and 
trouble to himself and gave a lead in drawing up proposals to rid the town of at 
least some of its smoke, pollution and bad housing. Meanwhile he continued to 
write and lecture on scientific topics, keeping in touch with eminent men of the 
day, including Prince Albert, who received him and tried out some of his magnetic 
experiments. But the immense demands of parochial work affected his eyesight, 
and his departure from Bradford was delayed at the very last by a severe attack of 
erysipelas which seemed to threaten his life. He left early in 1847 without a church 
logo to. 

It is true that many of William Scoresby's troubles were of his own making, but 
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this should not blind us to his long list of achievements. Bradford could make 
amends for its neglect by providing a suitable memorial, although not necessarily a 
statue, to this remarkable man; but soundings in official places show that among 
competing interests a project of that kind would not come first. Of course, we 
already have 'Scoresby Street', but mere names do not capture the imagination. 

A spur to our intent has been given by Wilfred White, who points out that 5 
October 1989 will be the bi-centenary of William Scoresby's birth, a most appropriate 
date for some form of commemoration. I hope that the Bradford Historical & 
Antiquarian Society, perhaps along with the Friends of Bradford Cathedral, the 
Bradford Branch of the Geographical Association and the Bradford Civic Society, 
will give a lead towards the formation of a committee, with the aim of examining 
all possibilities. 

In this connection I am also grateful to Dr Kenneth Baker, the Honorary 
Archivist of Bradford Cathedral, for drawing my attention to 'William Scoresby, 
1789.1857', a contribution to Geographers: Bibliographical Studies, Vol 4, 1980, 
by Bryan Waites. This article is in three sections: 

1 Education, life and work. 
2 Scientific ideas. 
3 Influence and spread of ideas. 

There is a most useful bibliography, also in three sections: 

1 References on William Scoresby. 
2 Selective bibliography of works. 
3 Unpublished sources. 

The work is rounded off by a chronological table in which the publications are set 
alongside important dates in Scoresby's life and career. 

This is an excellent introduction to any study of William Scoresby and I hope 
that it may be possible, again with the help of others, to produce either a special 
'Scoresby Number' of the Bradford Antiquary, or a commemorative booklet, in 
which the examination of some of these sources would play a part. 

iF 
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WILFRED WHITE FRGS - A Profile 

Wilfred White is a truly local man. He was born in idle, and except for a period of 
war service, never moved far from home. When he married in 1936 he settled down 
in his old neighbourhood, brought up a family there, and continued working in 
Bradford. Through long association with Upper Chapel, Idle, he served the com-
munity in many ways, as scoutmaster in his younger days and later as secretary 
to one or more Congregational Societies. Private interests, however, were not 
entirely crowded out, and at the age of 83, Mr White recalled how, when a boy, 
he embarked upon a pursuit which was to occupy him for the rest of his life. 

Wilfred was no more than eight or nine when his father first told him stories 
of Shackleton's adventures in the south and Nansen's in the north, but these tales 
of daring and hardship took such a hold on his boyish imagination that before he 
was twenty he had read all the polar literature he could lay his hands on and had 
begun to build up his own collection, in what has become a small treasury of rare 
books, first editions and autographed copies, mention must be made of a work 
which holds a special place in Mr White's affection, a collector's piece in a way, but 
not a rarity - in fact a reprint of William Scoresby's classic, in two volumes, An 
Account of the Arctic Regions, first published in 1820. Scoresby was then a 
successful whaling captain, but three years later he decided to retire from the sea 
and take Holy Orders. In 1839 the Rev. William Scoresby DD became Vicar of 
Bradford, and so his life and works are of more than usual interest to students of 
local history in these parts. 

The Antarctic Manual in Wilfred White's library was the Chart House copy 
aboard Scott's 'Terra Nova' and made the trip southwards three times, while 
Nordenskjold's Antarctica spent a year in Graham Land in 1921. But Mr White, 
keen to dispel the impression that geography swamps all else, points to two shelves 
devoted to cricket (he is a member of Yorkshire C C), and one to J B Priestley, 
many of the books bearing the great man's signature. To complete the picture 
there is music: shelves of scores and records displaying a wide taste, especially in 
opera, from Mozart and Wagner to Benjamin Britten. 

It was undoubtedly some compensation for a land-locked career that in his 
leisure moments Mr White was able to endure the perils of the northern whaling 
run with William Scoresby and the rigours of the long trek south with Shackleton 
and Scott. In due course his studies embraced every major voyage and expedition, 
with such attention to detail that he was able to converse with scientists and ex-
plorers from a deep knowledge of their accomplishments. By the time he was 30 
he had been elected a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, whose meetings 
he attended whenever possible, and had begun to travel up and down the country 
to hear lecturers given by famous men of the day. His visits to the Scott Polar 
Research Institute in Cambridge, where he is  member of the Friends, have always 
given him special pleasure. 

Retirement at 65 brought more leisure for reading and lectures, but polar studies 
offer few opportunities for active participation, especially to the elderly. A surprise 
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was in store, however. 

On 6 May 1986 Wilfred White received a telephone call from his son, Peter, who 
is in the Ministry of Defence, telling him, to prepare for a flight to the North Pole in 
a few weeks. What at first seemed to be an obvious joke turned out to be part of a 
carefully planned operation. Peter White had heard about a flight trial to 900 North, 
and asked if his father might be included in the mission. Permission was given, 
subject to medical tests and the presence of a doctor on the flight, which it was 
decided might then become a public relations exercise. This meant an additional 
complement of reporters, television crews and local radio commentators, who 
were to flash hourly messages to earth. 

The plane, a VC 10, left Brice Norton at 09.30 on Si une, with its special guest 
aboard and was soon in total cloud over the North Atlantic. It landed for refuelling 
at Kevlafik in Iceland, and again passed quickly into the clouds. Wilfred White 
feared greatly that he night mist what he had most come to see - the north-east 
coast of Greenland, but suddenly the clouds parted, and there was Scoresby Sound. 
For the next 750 miles he looked down on fjords, mountains and glaciers - imaiìscs 
that rang like a bell: Jameson Land, Scoresby Land, King Christian Land and King 
Frederick Land. The huge glacier, Storstronsmcn ,reminded him of the explorers 
Mikkelsen and Iversen, who had sledged there in 1910, and there were others, some 
of whom he had known: Sir James Wordie and Sir Vivian Fuchs working in the 
Nordenskiold Glacier area, and further south the members of the Watkins Expedi-
tion of the 1930s. Over the pole he paid his own tribute to the isseis who first flew 
there, in 1926 - Byrd by plane and a few days later Amundsen and Lincoln Ells. Hs-
worth in the airship NORGE. After Peary Land cause Cape Morris Jesup, the 
northernmost point of land on earth, and then the Arctic pack for 400 miles. 
Finally, rising into bright sunlight, the instruments told them that they had reached 
90°North and the journey home had begun. 

Turning south - there is nowhere else to go - the cloud cleared, revealing the 
whole of the west coast of Spitsbergen, and then the route lay towards Shetland. 
In darkness the aircraft flew over patterns of light which gave shape to English towns 
and cities: the landing was as smooths and efficient as all the journey had been. 

Wilfred White received a 'hero's welcome' and became a celebrity overnight, 
much pursued by radio, television and press interviewers. The Bradford Telegraph 
& Argus carried the story of the flight on its front page, its colour, only hours after 
the plane touched down. 

To the members of the RAF crew 'Aries 86', a long-range flight trial to the 
North Pole and back in under 13 hours had been a routine operation, but to Wilfred 
White FRGS, excessively loaded with souvenirs and memorabilia of all kinds, the 
experience was the climax to a lifetime's study of the polar regions. 
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WILFRED WHITE 

Telegraph & Argus, Bradford 
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FAMILY HISTORY AND BRADFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

t.'ls'ira Willmott 

Family history is an increasingly popular subject, possibly because during a time 
of uncertainty and change it is reassuring to find out about one's roots, and possibly 
because most of us are curious to know who our ancestors were. Once started, the 
search can become an overwhelming interest, perhaps containing an element of 
the challenge of the chase. Nowadays such an interest is not confined to those 
whose blood is blue; everyone has ancestors and everyone can try to trace them. 
There is no denying that it can be easier if they owned land, left wills or were 
prominent in the local community, but, on the other hand, the poor and the law-
breakers also left records. 

The family historian can now call upon many more sources of help than were 
available in the past. Local family history societies have proliferated during she last 
fifteen years, records have been deposited in local record offices, indexes compiled 
and books on the subject published. With reasonable luck, most people of English, 
Welsh or Scottish descent can expect to trace their ancestors back to the early 
19th century. Many will get back further than that, but it can then be much harder 
to establish a pedigree, largely because it is difficult to distinguish between people 
with the same name in a period when many records were not very informative. 

More and more of those tracing their family history wish to discover not only 
when and where their ancestors were born, married and died, but also to find out 
as much as possible about their lives. What kind of houses did they live in? What 
were conditions like in the local mill? Were there schools and parks in the vicinity? 
Did the local newspapers carry advertisements for amusements, political meetings 
or quack medicines? Such information adds immediacy and value to the gradually 
emerging story. A quest of this kind can spread outwards from the family to the 
street, the neighbourhood and the town, and can be a valuable contribution to the 
history of the place concerned. But for this to happen it is essential that family 
history be carried out with as much regard for accuracy as any other form of history. 

Most people visit their local library at some stage in their research, but the en-
counter between family historian and member of the library staff is sometimes 
difficult. The enquirer ought to be aware of what may reasonably be expected 
from the library. 

There can be few librarians who have not met the person who comes into the 
library expecting to find all the information about his or her family gathered to-
gether and waiting to be asked for. 

The librarian's task is to collect, organize and make available different types 
of material to meet the needs of researchers in many fields, including genealogy, 
and to give advice about its use. Some librarians will be interested in and know-
ledgeable about family history, while others who are not will find it difficult to 
match the enthusiasm of the keen family historian. 
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Librarians should not be expected to carry out research for enquirers - a problem 
which occurs most frequently when a family historian is pursuing his enquiries 
from a distance. It is reasonable to expect a librarian to advise on sources of 
information and to look up a specific piece of information, but no more. For detailed 
research the distant enquirer should employ a genealogist or record searcher, possibly 
one belonging to The Association of Genealogists and Record Agents which produces 
a list of its members.' Alternatively, by joining a family history society2 it might 
be possible to find someone who will carry out local research, perhaps on a reciprocal 
basis. Members of such societies often undertake projects to list and index local 
records, and the Bradford Family History Society is no exception. 

Anyone interested in their ancestry can save a great deal of their time, and that of 
librarians and archivists, by reading a good book on the subject before starting upon 
research.3 They will thus be aware of the need to find out as much as possible from 
their own families before using other records, and also what kind of information 
those records are likely to contain. Advice on what to read should be available at 
the library. The more experienced researcher will also find it helpful to consult 
books and articles on specialized aspects of research, and to examine books in the 
library before deciding whether to purchase copies. 

For many people visiting the library the starting point will be the mid-19th century 
censuses. The Reference and Study Library in Bradford holds microfilm copies of 
those for 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871 and 1881 covering most of the Bradford area. 
They supply useful information, including relationships, occupation, age and birth-
place, about the people composing each household. This enables a search to be 
made later in the correct area for a birth or baptism. The census, however, is 
arranged by area and street, and not by surname, so that it is essential to know the 
address of the person sought if a potentially long search it to be avoided. 

Addresses can sometimes be obtained from the Bradford Burgess Rolls, annual 
lists of all those (women as well as men) who were registered to vote in local 
elections. After the Reform Act of 1867, which extended the franchise, the 
number of names increased considerably. Names are arranged in alphabetical order 
by ward, of which there were eight when the Rolls started in 1848, the year after 
Bradford became a borough. By 1881 each of the nine wards was divided into polling 
districts thus increasing the number of sequences to be checked, and from 1883 
onwards names were arranged in ward and street order, which removes the useful-
ness of the Rolls as a name index. It must also be realized that the Rolls only cover 
those areas which at the time were part of the borough of Bradford. 

The library also holds a number of Poll Books, lists ofvoters, frequently including 
their addresses, and the names of those for whom they voted, for some of the years 
before the secret ballot was introduced in 1872. Sometimes an address can be 
ascertained from a Directory, of which quite a number cover Bradford from 1822 
onwards. They were usually produced for commercial reasons and contain only the 
names, occupations and addresses of professional, business and commercial people, 
but besides being very useful to some families in their research they give a picture 
of Bradford at the time. The Bradford Family History Society is in process of 
indexing the 1851 census for Bradford by name; as it is completed the index will be 
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placed in the library where it will he of great value. 

Parish registers are frequently the only source of information about births, 
marriages and deaths (or, more accurately, baptisms, marriages and burials) before 
the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when the system of certificates started. 
The library has copies of a number of registers: but original registers are only to be 
found at the church or chapel, or deposited in the appropriate record office. Most 
used is  copy of Bradford parish registers up to 1837, recorded on twenty-one reels 
of microfilm of which six contain indexes of baptisms and marriages arranged by 
year and initial letter of surname. There are a few other registers on microfilm or in 
print, but most parish registers in the library are printed copies published by the 
Yorkshire Parish Register Society, since 1961 the Parish Register Section of the 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society. Unfortunately none of the YPRS volumes 
cover parishes in Bradford, although there are a number which fall within Bradford 
Metropolitan District. Bishops' Transcripts can be used in conjunction with parish 
registers, and the library has microfilm copies for all parishes, except Birstall, within 
the area covered by Bradford District. 

Very few non-parochial registers have been printed, but all those which were 
handed in to the authorities in London in 1837, and are now in the Public Record 
Office, have been microfilmed. The library has purchased copies of those in the 
Bradford area. A list of the parish and nonconformist register copies in the library 
has been produced. A number of hooks giving the locations of many original and 
copy registers throughout the country can also be consulted in the library. 

It can be very difficult to ascertain which church or chapel an ancestor attended, 
and there are few researchers who will not find it helpful from time to time to 
consult the International Genealogical Index compiled by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints, or Mormons. It is an index to baptisms and some marriages 
arranged by country, county and name. Roughly a third of Yorkshire parishes are 
covered, but there are few entries after the middle of the 19th century, as living 
persons are not included. The library has copies of the microfiches of the index 
covering England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and the Channel Islands. 

Monumental or tombstone inscriptions supplement the information which 
appears in burial registers, and the library is fortunate to have the results of work 
carried out by Arthur Blackburn around 1930. He visited about 120 local churches 
and chapels and recorded their inscriptions in notebooks, most of which are indexed 
by initial letter of the surname. The notebooks have now been bound. A complete 
index of all the names mentioned in them is being compiled by a member of the 
Bradford Family History Society, and a copy will be deposited in the library when 
it is finished. Also in the library are the inscriptions from another dozen churches, 
and a list of all the places where inscriptions are available has now been produced. 

Newspapers are full of information about people such as councillors, magistrates, 
victims of accidents, advertisers and others. The Bradford Observer (which started 
in 1834), the Bradford Daily Telegraph (1868), the Bradford Evening Argus (1892) 
and several shorter-lived newspapers can be consulted in the library. They contain 
information about people who lived in Bradford, provide accounts of specific 
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events, and give a picture of the town as it was in the past. Obituaries and death 
notices in local newspapers are especially useful to the family historian, and the 
library has started to compile an index to them. So far the Bradford Observer from 
1834 to 1894 has been indexed in this way, and the index also contains a few earlier 
and later names. For 20th century Bradfordians there is a series of cuttings from 
local newspapers which started in the early 1920s and still continues. It contains 
information about appointments, successes, retirements and deaths, for people 
prominent in all walks of life, such as businessmen, trade unionists, schoolmasters 
and actresses, and is arranged in alphabetical order of name. 

Microfilm has enabled records to be more easily copied, and thus more widely 
available. In addition to the items already mentioned the library has a copy of the 
index to the apprenticeship indentures throughout the country between 1710 and 
1774 which are at the Public Record Office. These show the names of apprentices, 
their parents until about 1752, and their masters and their occupations until 1762. 
Apprenticeships where no money was involved, such as those arranged by parish 
and township officials and those between relatives, are not included. 

A number of printed items will be of interest to some family historians. Those 
whose ancestors bore arms in the 16th or 17th centuries will no doubt examine 
some of the printed Heralds' Visitations, containing pedigrees, while those whose 
relatives were killed in the First World War may wish to consult the publications of 
the Imperial War Graves Commission. Various books such as Peerages, Clerical 
Directories, Who Was Who and Army Lists will be of use to others. Many of the 
volumes produced by such societies as the Harleian Society, the Catholic Record 
Society, the Friends' Historical Society and the British Record Society are also 
available. In addition there are the publications of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society, the Halifax Antiquarian Society, the Thoresby Society of 
Leeds and the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. 

Little known occupations appearing on a census can sometimes be identified by 
using Wright's English Dialect Dictionary, while similarly obscure place-names can 
often be found in the volumes of the English Place-name Society covering most 
counties, including Yorkshire. Another dimension can be added to family history 
by consulting a map of the area where an ancestor lived. The library has many 
maps of Bradford in the 19th and 20th centuries, together with some for other 
parts of Yorkshire. Its collection of photographs concentrates on public buildings 
rather than ordinary houses, but might include the chapel where members of the 
family were baptized or shops with which they were familiar. For more recent 
history many of the recordings made by the Bradford Heritage Recording Unit, 
described in the last issue of The Bradford Antiquary ,4 are in the library; they can 
help the researcher to build up a picture of life as it used to be. 

Some family members may have been caught up in wars or other national events, 
and it can be useful to read about them, or to consult publications of the period 
such as The Times or The Illustrated London News. Similarly, books about national, 
regional or local history will describe the periods through which ancestors lived, and 
identify movements, such as those towards urbanization and industrialization, 
which may have affected them. 
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Thus it can be seen that the local library has a great deal to offer the family 
historian. It will not be the only place which he needs to visit, because family 
history can rarely be pursued successfully without consulting other members of the 
family, record offices and churches. But by using knowledgeably the resources in 
the library it is possible to obtain much useful information and to provide a context 
in which the history of the family can be placed. 
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NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES 
Ian Mason 

The Bradford District Archives contains the raw material for the study of local 
history. Anyone seriously interested in this branch of research will at some time 
need to use these original sources. The purpose of this series of short notes is to 
acquaint readers of the Bradford Antiquary with some of the collections available 
and to encourage their use in the production of original work. ltis not rnyintention 
to provide a list of new accessions, which can be found in the annual reports of the 
West Yorkshire Archive Service, but to draw attention to potential areas of research 
opened up by new acquisitions. 

The Effects of Abolition 

Since the passing of the Local Government Act abolishing the Metropolitan 
County Councils, the West Yorkshire Archive Service has passed through an anxious 
time. There were doubts if the service would survive, as the West Yorkshire County 
Council promoted the formation of the joint service and was the main contributor 
to its budget. Since 1 April 1986, however, the Joint Archive Service and the 
former County Council Archaeology Unit have been administered by a new joint 
committee, the West Yorkshire Archive and Archaeology Joint Committee on which 
all five District Councils are represented. Wakefield District Council is the lead 
authority. The archive and archaeology services have been placed in the Wakefield 
District Education Department and the officers in charge of these two services 
report directly to the joint committee. Mrs Elizabeth Berry the West Yorkshire 
County archivist from 1974 and archivist to the joint committee from 1982 retired 
at the end of March and her successor is Robert Frost. 

West Yorkshire Archive Service Database 

Computer terminals have been installed in all offices forming part of the West 
Yorkshire Archive Service; Bradford, Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds, Wakefield and the 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society at Leeds. Each office now has access to a unified 
central database of accession entries. The database contains up-to-date information 
about all accessions received in all offices of the archive service since March 1984. 
Past accessions are being added on a class basis: work on entering group descriptions 
of parish records, the single most heavily used class of records held by the service, 
has already been completed. Over the next two years the remainder of the backlog 
will be added as quickly as possible and the database will ultimately embrace all 
accessions of archives held by all offices. Group-level entries retrieved at these 
terminals according to place and subject will guide staff and users to the location of 
archives and to any available lists. 

Bradford Corporation, Town Clerk's Papers 

The additional areas at the new premises in Canal Road have enabled us to sort 
and box a huge collection of the working papers of the Town Clerk of the Bradford 
Corporation. These papers, which came in about 300 tin trunks from the attic of 
the Town Hall, are now in 676 archive boxes. 
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Despite the dull-sounding title of the collection this is an excellent accumulation 
of official papers illustrating many aspects of the Corporation's work from about 
1848 to the 1930s. The contents of each trunk contained complete sets of docu-
ments for their respective subjects, often with duplicates, indicating that hardly 
any material has been discarded. The papers are a valuable source covering a 
variety of subjects and areas of research. 

The core of the collection relates to a series of Local Acts through which the 
Corporation acquired its powers and its control over various trading undertakings 
such as waterworks, gas and tramways. Papers have survived for most of the Local 
Acts sponsored by the Corporation. These include a whole series of boxes relating 
to various Bradford Waterworks Acts; the Bradford Corporation Gas and Improve-
ment Act, 1871, which empowered Bradford Corporation to purchase the Bradford 
Gas Light Company; the Bradford Canal Act, 1871 authorizing the sale of the 
property of the Bradford Canal Company and various other acts dealing with tram-
ways, the Conditioning House, water supply, public health etc. Some Bills sought 
to extend the boundaries of the Corporation. The most interesting of these was the 
1920 Extension Bill which, in a fiercely fought campaign, proposed to extend the 
boundaries of Bradford to incorporate Bingley, Shipley, Baildon, Clayton and Den-
holme Urban District Councils. Amongst the records compiled in evidence for 
Bradford in this battle are some interesting photograph albums of insanitary housing 
in Shipley, Windhil and Baildon. 

Another important series of records relates to civic events. Papers here include 
minutes, official programmes, invitations, tickets, guest lists, accounts and correspon-
dence. Papers for the following civic events have survived: the visit of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales to open Bradford Technical College, 1882;visitof the Colonial 
and Indian Representatives, 1886; Queen's Jubilee Celebrations, 1887; visit of 
Shah of Persia, 1889; Great Yorkshire Shows, 1891, 1914, 1925, 1934; Mayor's 
entertainments, 1891; Coronation celebrations, 1902, 1911, 1937; Royal Visit and 
Cartwright Hall Exhibition, 1904; and Bradford Centenary Celebrations, 1947. 

Bradford Corporation was also the local authority responsible for electoral 
registration. As a result, a large number of electoral papers have been retained. 
These consist of specimen election papers, posters, papers concerning appointment 
of returning officers and election agents and, perhaps most interesting of all, some 
declarations of expenses. Papers are available for most parliamentary elections 
between 1859 and 1929 and some local and School Board elections. 

There are also items of more human interest which one would not normally 
expect to find in a collection of local authority records; for example the records of 
a scheme in 1891 to help distressed Bradfordians who had emigrated to Brazil and 
wanted assistance to help them return to Bradford. 

This is an immensely important archive. Anybody interested in the development 
of Bradford from its Incorporation to the outbreak of the Second World War will 
find invaluable material here. Any one trunk or subject could form the basis for an 
article or project in a school. Although there is no itemised list, and the papers are 
often bulky and difficult to use, they have been sorted, and a summary of the contents 
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of each trunk prepared, so that the records have effectively become available for 
the first time. 

MIRIAM LORD COLLECTION 
A catalogue of the Miriam Lord Collection is now available. Miriam Lord was a 

disciple and admirer of Margaret McMillan, but she was also an important figure in 
the history of Bradford in her own right. 

Miriam Lord was also in the forefront of the campaign to establish community 
centres in slum clearance areas in the 19305. She was secretary of the Bradford 
school records, many documents which show how she attempted to build links with 
the community through partntcraft schemes and parents' clubs are included in the 
collection. Her correspondence shows how tirelessly the worked for the cause of 
nursery education. One of the highlights of the collection it a superb series of 
photographs, glass negatives and lantern slides of Lilycroft Nursery School. 

Miriam Lord was also in the forefront of the campaign to establish community 
centres in slum clearance areas in the 1930's. She was secretary of the Bradford 
Community Centre Committee, which founded a centre on the Canterbury Avenue 
Estate in 1938, and she was also instrumental in raising funds for the Margaret 
McMillan Memorial Appeal immediately after the war. These activities are reflected 
in her papers which, in addition to the records of various committees, include a 
series of programmes and tickets for fund-raising events and a large collection of 
photographs of the activities of the Community Centre and Appeal Committee. 

Miriam Lord's papers are significant for anybody who wishes to examine the 
influence of Margaret McMillan on education in Bradford. They are also important 
in themselves for the light they throw on education in the city, and in particular on 
some of the pioneer work in nursery education and community centres. 

SELECTED LIST OF NEW ACCESSIONS 

Tong Township Valuations, 1838-1839 (102D85). These include a detailed valua-
tion of the Township of Tong. Owners' and tenants' names are given and also the 
number of storeys and total floor area of each building. Valuations of coal pits 
include details on the thickness of coal seams, the number of men employed and 
their wages. The map that accompanies this valuation is also available at the 
Archives (52D79/9), and the two combined provide the basis for a fascinating study 
of Tong. 

Bardsley.Powell Estate and Family Archives, 14-20th C. (16D286). A major acquisi-
tion in recent months has been the deposit of the Rsrdsley-Powell Archives. The 
collection consists of the papers of three separate families, the Bridges, the Sharps 
(of Horton Hall) and the Powells centered on Bradford, Leeds and Wigan, whose 
estate devolved upon Sir Francis Powell, MP for Wigan in the 19th century. The 
archive contains a wealth of information about Bradford and is an estate and family 
collection of major importance. The collection is not yet listed but it is one of the 
office's highest cataloguing priorities. 
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Bradford and District Power Loom Overlookers, 1848-1980. (3D286). This is one 
of the office's largest collections of Trade Union records and consists of the records 
of the Bradford Society and of the Yorkshire Association of Power Loom Over-
lookers. Minute books of the Bradford Society have survived from 1862. There is 
also an excellent series of membership records dating from 1848 and copies of 
transcripts of the 1925 and 1930 Courts of Inquiry into the textile trade. 

Records of the Bradford Scientific Association, 1877-1981. (33D86). Includes 
minutes of the Association and a fascinating photograph album of excursions to 
local sites of geological and scientific interest 1890-1906. 

Note that a complete list of new accessions can be found in the West Yorkshire 
Archive Service annual reports and staff will be happy to provide any information 
on new acquisitions. 

THE RURAL HOUSES OF WEST YORKSHIRE 1400-1830, 
AND 

WORKERS' HOUSES OF WEST YORKSHIRE 1750-1920, 
HMSO, 1985 £12.95 each 

The trouble with many architectural histories is that they fail to analyse the 
relationship between social need and architectural expression. Some never quite 
come to grips with the effects that social rank and occupation have on the plan and 
functioning of a house. Neither of the books under review here can be accused of 
these faults. 

The Rural Houses of West Yorkshire 1400-1830 is the outcome of about six years 
fieldwork, writing and research by Colum Giles of the Royal Commission of 
Historical Monuments aided by West Yorkshire Archaeology Unit. The core of the 
book is a study of gentry and yeoman houses of the 17th and 18th centuries based 
on records of some six hundred houses throughout the county. The planning of the 
gentry house is a central theme which Mr Giles develops to show the relationships 
between the various rooms of the house, circulation within the house and the 
accommodation of servants. He goes on to show how the domestic organization of 
the 17th century gradually changed and was to be incorporated into houses of 
classical design early in the 18th century. The gentry way of life which promoted 
these changes is contrasted with that of the yeomen and the kinds of houses they 
built. But while yeomen might continue to build traditional houses, Mr Giles suggests 
that they were not immune to change, and he is able to demonstrate that yeomen 
of all stations were moving towards a more compact design of house by the early 18th 
century, and that regional differences were beginning to disappear. At the same 
time, the book illustrates a diversity of house types. 
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I have only two main criticisms. First, the book deals with rural houses, wisely 
omitting urban houses which are now difficult, if not impossible, to record. This 
does not, I feel, justify the exclusion of houses built on the outskirts of towns such 
as the merchants' houses at Woodhouse in Leeds, and at Halifax. Several such 
houses remain, and their exclusion is the only flaw in an otherwise illuminating 
account of houses connected with the clothing industry. Secondly, although the 
title suggests 1830 as the stopping place, the discussion falls off rapidly after 1750. 
While later houses are mentioned they do not receive the same attention as earlier 
houses. These criticisms apart, this is a refreshingly intelligent and well argued 
account of the development of the county's houses with good use of documentary 
evidence to back up the arguments. 

If there is little about cottages in Colum Giles's book, it is because a survey of the 
county's cottages was being undertaken at the same time. The result is Lucy Caffyn's 
companion volume Workers' Houses of West Yorkshire 1750-1920. 1 found this a 
less satisfactory book. There are quite a number of irritating mistakes - wrong 
dates, names spelt incorrectly, and so on. The study also lacks penetration in 
several important places. There is room in such a book for detailed discussion and 
analysis; instead what we get is commentary. The development of back-to-back 
houses, for instance, and the growth of model villages are presented as a recital of 
events with little consideration of the underlying social and political issues. In 
presenting a conventional view of these subjects rather than some much needed 
fresh thinking, Lucy Caffyn has missed an opportunity. In mitigation, this is 
perhaps because the book had to be completed in only a third of the time made 
available for Colum Giles's study. Broadly speaking, however, this book is a good 
introduction to the humbler types of domestic architecture, and provides a record 
of the county's working class housing. Miss Caffyn deals with a wide range of 
subjects from cottages built before 1800 to speculation in urban houses and the 
activities of early building societies, as well as some seldom considered forms of 
housing such as toll houses and railway workers' cottages. Despite my critical 
comments, improved dwellings of the 19th century and model villages are well 
represented. The last section of the book deserves to be singled out for it deals 
with council housing - still something of a dark continent to architectural 
historians - and there are early examples from Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield. 

Both books are very well illustrated with photographs and drawings, and I 
recommend them to anyone interested in the social as well as the architectural 
development of West Yorkshire houses. 

George Sheeran 

FROM MILL TO MICROCHIP 

To mark Industry Year the Bradford Heritage Recording Unit (which was 
founded in 1983 by the Council's Libraries and Museums Divisions and the Man-
power Services Commission) mounted an exhibition in the Industrial Museum, 

Eccleshill, with an opening ceremony on 29 August 1986. A booklet with the same 
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title accompanied the exhibition, its purpose being to illustrate some of the changes 
which have taken place in trade, industry and employment since the end of the 
Great War. This has been done by making shrewd selections from the Recording 
Unit's considerable stock of archives. 

The pictures of Salts' mill, the centre of one of the most famous industrial 
villages ever built, show dramatically how the mighty are fallen. In 1930 crowds 
throng the gates and jostle their way out at the end of a long day's toil. Twenty 
years later a much reduced line of workers make a more leisurely exit, and in 1986 
a mere token force - two men - indicate that the game is up. The Wool Exchange, 
too, appears as a bustling place, with over 2,000 members in 1922, and most, it 
seems, on active service. Today only a handful remain, and a new use is being 
sought for this imposing building. Nevertheless the emphasis throughout the book 
is not on the decay we see all around, but on change. 

The story begins with whole families going almost blindly 'into 'I mill' and ends 
with the spotlight on individual initiatives - the exact reverse. Of course, there 
were always boys like Maurice Levi, who had enough ambition and ability to work 
himself up from counting house to Board Room. There were also thousands of 
young men who did a full week's work and spent three of their evenings at the 
Bradford 'Tech' in order to equip themselves for better jobs. The textile trade is 
still proportionately strong in Bradford, but we need to keep our minds open to the 
possibilities offered by Tourism, and even by Tupperware parties. 

In his preface Tony Jowitt gives a brief but comprehensive review of Bradford's 
transition from the 'worsted workshop of the world' at the end of the 19th century, 
into a slow but sure decline. Some facts are startling. At John Wood's spinning 
factory, which was the largest in the town in 1830, out of 527 workers only 38 
were men, and not one was over the age of 21. Out of 489 females only 16 were 
over 21. It was a very young world. In 1851 'Bradford borough had 32% of the 
spindles, 40% of the power looms, and 32% of the labour force in the UK worsted 
industry.' Statistics like this are worth studying, and we are grateful to Mr Jowitt 
for putting them together so concisely. 

The whole project reflects great credit on Dr Perks and his team. This is not a 
mere 'nostalgic romp': more an example of well-directed initiatives. 

J.F. 

From Mill to Microchip is available from BHRU , 140/148 Manningham Lane, 
Bradford BIDS 7JL, price £1.50 plus postage. 
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RUSKIN AND BRADFORD. An Experiment in Victorian Cultural History, by 
Malcolm Hardman. (Manchester University Press, 1986). £27.50. 

This book - a work of monumental scholarship - is the fruit of wide-ranging 
and comprehensive research. Malcolm Hardman has set out to relate the thought of 
John Ruskin, one of the prime movers in the development of Victorian and, indeed, 
subsequent British cultural and political life, to the vigorous evolution of Bradford 
in the second half of the 19th century. Ruskin lectured only twice in Bradford, in 
1859 and 1864, but the influence of his ideas was widely diffused through his 
publications and his many other contacts. Malcolm Hardman traces in some detail 
the effect of this influence on the culture and politics of the varied strands of 
Bradford society. 

The industrial and commercial revolution had transformed Bradford from a 
relatively small textile and market town into a burgeoning city. The opening of the 
Bradford canal and the building of railway links, together with new technology, 
new markets, growing population, and a generation of entrepreneurs, resulted in a 
massive expansion of the textile industry and associated commercial activities. The 
town's population multiplied in the first half of the 19th century and there was a 
rapid increase in the number of industrial and domestic buildings. The result was 
the classic combination of overcrowding, unsatisfactory housing and insanitary 
conditions. After 1850, as in other industrial towns, things began to change when 
the captains of industry and commerce took the lead in implementing a civic 
gospel. The aim, in brief, was to imitate the great cities of the Italian Renaissance 
in creating a community that was not only wealthy but civilian. 

The industrialists, merchants and professional men, together with the new urban 
working class, combined to form a vibrant, politically aware, and richly cultured 
society. Grand public and commercial buildings, whose Gothic or Baroque facades 
were intended to express civilisation as well as wealth, rose rapidly from 1850 on-
wards, and continued to do so until the Great War. Popular education took huge 
strides, and at many levels of society there was a deep enthusiasm for the arts in 
all their forms. There wasgreat enthusiasm too, for politics, which were characterised 
at the higher level by intense rivalry between Tory Anglicans and Liberal Non-
conformists, and lower down by growing radicalism among the working classes. 

Malcolm Hardman has re-created the thoughts, concerns and actions of the 
people of Victorian Bradford. He brings to life a remarkable cast, including many 
of the most distinguished names, as well as many, until now, largely forgotten. He 
points out that the Bradford merchant class were among the earliest patrons of 
much that was most progressive in Victorian art and architecture, notably of the 
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, the Morris Company, and Norman Shaw. He also 
traces the history of important Bradford institutions, particularly the Design 
School. 

All this would constitute a book in its own right, but the author also brings a 
fresh eye to bear on the life and thought of John Ruskin. Ruskin's early repu-
tation had been established as a creative and imaginative critic, who had delineated 
the relationship between art and architecture and the societies which produced 
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them. He went on to develop a view of politics in which all the myriad aspects of 
life were related, and where justice and beauty were the twin bases of civilized 
society. There was a ready response to his ideas among the inhabitants of the new 
towns and cities of industrial Britain, where both artisans with a passion for edu-
cation, and businessmen with aesthetic interests, came to regard Ruskin as a sage. 
During his long life Ruskin continued to write and lecture on many subjects, but 
the very fecundity of his thought led to contradictions. 

He did not develop his theories 'in a meditated and steady order', and in the end 
there was uncertainty about what the sum of his ideas really amounted to. However, 
Malcolm Hardman's analysis of Ruskin's scheme of things points to the essential 
unity of his views, the art critic and the politician of practicalities being but parts 
of a greater whole. The book juxtaposes the politics and culture of Victorian 
Bradford with the thought of Ruskin. It seeks to demonstrate the influence of 
Ruskin on the cultural and political leaders of a particular city, and also to high-
light the interaction between these leaders and Ruskin himself. 

The author has consulted a vast number of sources and the text is copiously 
referenced and attractively presented. His approach is a brave and innovatory one, 
and the result is a striking appraisal of the relationship between one of Britain's 
great 19th century sages and one of Britain's great Victorian communities. 

Paul Lawson 

Corrections 

Page 33, last para. The Directory 
is, of course, 'Kelly's'. 

Page 55, para 4. For 'lecturers' 
please read 'lectures'. 

11 

70 



HONORARY OFFICERS 

President 3. IILLDHOUSE. M.A. Lectures Secretary: A. M. THOMAS, 
217 Spen Lane, Gomersal, 

Deputy President: J.A. LONGBOTTOM Cleckheaton BD19 4PN 

Treasurer: S. VARO, Tel: Bradford 872884 
28 Lawrence Drive, 
Bradford BD7 4FF Librarian: F. METCALFE, 
Tel: 572879 23 Wrote Road, 

Secretary: C.R. WILSON, Tel: Bradford Bradford BD2 6ILN 18138 
3 Roundhill Mount, 

Bingley BD16 IPG Editor: J. FIELDHOIJSE, M.A. 
Tel: Bradford 565775 23 Silverhill Drive, 

Membership Mrs.. M. MITCHELL, Bradford BD3 7LF 
Secretary: 79 Springroyd Terrace, Tel: Bradford 664896 

Bradford BD8 95N 
Tel: 46282 Projectionist: C.A. LODGE 

Excursions Miss A. HOPWOOD, 
Co-ordinator: 7 Sun Street, Stanningley, Auditor: M. SMITHIES, F.C.A. 

Pudsey LS28 6133 
Tel' Pudsey 554366 

The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of Bradford and 
the surrounding district. 

Activities of the Society include: 

1. Lectures which are held fortnightly during the autumn and winter on 
Wednesdays in the Central Library, Princes Way, Bradford, beginning at 
7.lsp.m. Occasional Saturday lectures at 215p.m. 

2. Excursions during the spring and summer to places of historical and 
archaeological interest. 

3. The publication of the Bradford Antiquary. 

4. The maintenance of a library of local material, which is available for 
members' use. 

Annual subscriptions are due on 1 April. 

The subscription for 1987-8 is £5.50, which is reduced to £2.50 for 
Junior Members and £3.50 for those in the family of a full member. 



TilE 
BRADFORD 
ANTIQUARY 

THIRD SERIES NUMBER 4 



THE CONTRIBUTORS 

GEORGE SHEERAN carried out a programme of research at Bradford University in 
connection with the city's vernacular architecture. He is an adult education tutor and 
has contributed to various periodicals on architectural subjects. He advised the 
National Trust on the revision of the guide book for East Riddlesden Hall and is the 
author of Village to Mill Town - Shipley 1600-1870 and Good Houses Built of Stone. 

JOHN THORNHILL was the subject of'A Profile' in 1986. For many years he acted as 
Librarian and his name has often appeared on the Society's lecture programme. Mr. 
Thornhill is a practical historian. He covers the ground and uses his camera to good 
effect, as in his tour of Bradford's western boundary. 

DAVID RAYNER is a member of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society. He is in business 
as a pharmacist but much of his leisure is devoted to genealogy. His interest in local 
history was fostered by Mr. A.E. Simpson, one of our own members, who was a long-
serving churchwarden of Bradford Cathedral, where David Rayner was formerly a 
chorister. 

ANNE BISHOP is an Oxford graduate in Modern History. From 1957 to 1977 she was 
Senior Lecturer in Education at what was then Ilkley College. When degree courses 
started there she specialized in the History of Education. On removal to 
Cambrideshire, Mrs. Bishop lectured to W.E.A. classes and wrote a village history and 
several church guides. 

KENNETH BAKER (See 'A Profile'). 

CYRIL METCALFE was born in Bradford and educated at Hanson Grammar School 
and Leeds University, where he gained a degree in History. After Army service he held 
teaching posts at Sowerby Bridge and Hanson Grammar Schools. In retirement he has 
specialized in the study of local history and his article in this issue is his second about 
Shelf, where he lives. 

STELLA CARPENTER, who has lived all her life in Bradford, was educated at Bolling 
High School for Girls. Her long career with the Halifax Building Society included 
appointments as Assistant Regional Manager and Bradford District Manager. Miss 
Carpenter, who obtained a B.A. degree after study with the Open University, is a 
Justice of the Peace for Bradford. 
PAUL JENNINGS is a lecturer in Public Administration at Bradford and Ilkley 
Community College. Although of a sober disposition, his special study is of inns and 
drinking shops, a subject dealt with in his booklet Inns and Pubs of Old Bradford and in 
an article on beerhouses in the Local Historian (vol. 17, No. 8, 1987). Mr. Jennings is at 
present working on a book which is to be called The Public House in Nineteenth Century 
Bradford. 
ELVIRA WILLMOT graduated in history at University College, London, and 
qualified as a librarian, working in London and Dorset before coming to Yorkshire in 
1970. She has been in charge of local history at Bradford Central Library since 1974. In 
1986 she obtained an M.A. degree at Huddersfield Polytechnic, and as her article 
shows, she is continuing her research into 18th century Bradford. 
IAN MASON studied at Corpus Christi College, Oxford and University College of 
Wales, Aberystwyth. He was Assistant Archivist at the West Sussex County Record 
Office from 1980 to 1985 before being appointed to a similar post at Bradford District 
Archives. 



T14E 
BRADFORD. 
NTIQUAEY 

The Journal of The Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society 



CONTENTS 

Page 

The Richardsons and their Garden at Bierley Hall   George Sheeran .... 3 

On the Bradford District's Western Boundary  John Thornhill   II 

Village Blacksmiths - The Rayners of Burley   David K. Rayner... 18 

Cartwright Hall and the Great Bradford Exhibition of l904Anne M. Bishop ... 26 

Robert Cartwright and James Boardman Cartwright  Kenneth Baker  39 

Can House Farm and its Documents  Cyril Metcalfe  44 

A Wibsey Medical Family   Stella H. Carpenter 53 

The Masons Arms  Paul Jennings   61 

Occupations in Eighteenth Century Bradford   Elvira Willmott .... 67 

West Yorkshire Archive Service News   Ian Mason   78 

Profile: Kenneth Baker   80 

Editorial   83 

Local History Publications   24 & 86 

Paper Hall   88 

ISSN No. 0955-2553 (1989) 

The picture on the cover is Cartwright Hall printed from a glass negative of about 1905 
(By permission of Bradford An Galleries and Museums) 



THE RICHARDSONS AND THEIR GARDEN AT BIERLEY HALL 
George Sheeran 

I Bierley Hall stood about a mile south of the A6036, the Bradford ring road, at its 
junction with Bierley Lane. Since the 17th century Bierley had been the seat of a gentry 
family, the Richardsons, and while a house had occupied that site early in the century, it 
had been rebuilt by perhaps 1690 in a Dutch Renaissance style by Richard Richardson. 
His son, also named Richard, had in turn remodelled the house around the middle of 
the 18th century. During the 19th century the house was tenanted, after which it 

became an isolation hospital, until finally being replaced by a modem hospital building 
in 1968. Shortly after this, Bierley Hall was demolished. However, something of the 
grounds remain, and this article is concerned with the garden created there by the 
Richardsons, father and son. 

Since they were both railed Richard Richardson, lam going to refer to the father as 
Richard Richardson the elder, and the son as Richard Richardson the younger. 

II Richard Richardson the elder (1663-1741) was one of the principal gentry of the 
Bradford region. He was well-educated, having studied at both Oxford and Leyden 
Universities. He was a physician, natural historian, botanist and antiquarian. He had a 
wide circle of friends, several of whom were celebrated intellectuals, notably William 
Sherard and Sir Hans Sloane, both eminent botanists. In his day, Richardson was the 
leading botanist working in the north. He was an authority on mosses and greatly 
increased the state of knowledge concerning native plants and their habitats. In the 
pursuit of his studies he had collected botanical specimens not only from all over 
England, but also from Wales and Scotland, which he had toured for that very purpose. 
For raising tender subjects he had constructed a glasshouse at Bierley, where he had 
also raised what were probably the first cedars of Lebanon in Yorkshire. The 
glasshouse was described by Whitaker at the beginning of the 19th century as being 

glazed like the windows of a cottage with leaded squares. It was divided 
longitudinally, and there was no flue but in the back wall, the pines [i.e. 
pineapples], and tender plants were placed nearest to that.' 

Indeed, Ralph Thoresby of Leeds had preserved as a curiosity a pineapple leaf given to 
him by Richardson the elder in the early years of the 18th century. Thoresby was a good 
friend of Richardson, and Thoresby's diary gives further evidence of Richardson's 
botanical and gardening interests. For example, on a visit to London, Thoresby 
records: 

• • took coach with Dr. Richardson and Mr. Pettiver to Mr. London's, to see her 
Majesty's royal garden, and his collection of plants, and drawings of the exotic 
plants and flowers in colours, admirably performed. Thence we walked over the 
park to Mr. to see his collection of rare birds... Thence they drilled me 
on to the Physic garden at Chelsea, where their lectures on exotic plants were 
amusing; but detained us too long, that though we returned by water, had not 
time to wash, that I appeared shamefully like a sloven at dinner at Sir Arthur 
Kaye's ... 2 

This fascination with botany did not waver even in the last years of Richardson's 
life, which seem to have been afflicted with lingering ill-health. In 1733, for instance, he 
wrote to his son who was in Leyden at the time: 

Dear Dick, 
• .1 stil continue under confinement; though I have this day with my wife's 
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assistance, walked out of my lodging room into the study, which gives me hopes 
that, as the warme weather grows upon us. I shall be fit to get abroad... 

I received your cargoe at last from Hull: viz two dozen of Tulip Roots, six 
Hyacinths, and the same number of Gladiolus all in good order... If there be 
any particulare way of managing the double-flowered Tuberose, more than is 
usual in the single one, I desire you would learn it, and send them away along 
with the seeds by the first opportunity, that they may be committed to the 
mould in time.3 

Exactly how the botanical garden was laid out and its position on the estate is not 
known. Evidently it was large and gave Richardson much pleasure, as a later letter 
testifies. When asked for some specimens by a fellow botanist, Richardson the elder 
complained that the season was rather far advanced, but that he would do his best, and 
that he had 

set about drying such choice plants as are stil in flower, and I think I can stil 
preserve for you one hundred and fifty dried specimens, that are faire and wel 
preserved; and ill live to enjoy my garden another year, I dare promise you 
double that number.4 

Traditionally, the main changes at Bierley Halt have been credited to Richard 
Richardson the younger (1708-1781). This Richard Richardson has never been given 
quite the attention he deserves, being overshadowed by his father. But it was the son 
who carried out profound alterations to the Bierley estate. The house was remodelled 
in a classical style, one wing of the old house being removed in the process, and Carr of 
York had been employed to build a chapel at the top of Bierley Lane in 1766. This much 
is known. According to William Cudworth, it was the son who also created the garden: 

Adjoining the hall Dr. Richardson (the son) did much to embellish the grounds 
by laying out artificial ponds, and by constructing a Druidical circle or temple. 
He also constructed a subterraneous cave, the entrance to which is formed by 
rocks piled on rocks.. .Most of the plantation surrounding the fish ponds was 
made by the first Dr. Richardson.5 

The study of garden history has advanced greatly since Cudworth's day. In the first 
half of the 18th century there was a transition from formal gardens composed of neat 
hedges, formal walks and parterres, to a more natural arrangement which merged with 
the landscape, and which might contain architectural features such as temples or ruins. 
However, on smaller gentry estates before 1750, it was still more common to find 
gardens influenced by the earlier formal traditions. Bierley Hall was no exception, for 
Samuel Buck's sketch of the house in about 1720 shows to the front a garden with 
pierced walls, and the suggestion that it was planted with conical shaped trees. There is 
also an indistinguishable feature (topiary? it sundial?) centre foreground. 

A walled garden with central gates, symmetrical arrangements of lawns, shrubs and 
statuary, together with elaborate parterres, seems to have been the design favoured by 
most local gentry in the early years of the 18th century. Buck shows this arrangement 
time and again in his Yorkshire sketch book. Although woodland on some gentry 
estates might be brought into the scheme, it usually provided either a hunting park or a 
series of intersecting walks and rides between avenues or clipped hedges. 

On some of the larger estates, however, things were beginning to change. At 
Temple Newsam the eastern approach to the house was fringed with naturalistic 
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plantations rather than a grand avenue, and provided with a sham bridge and ponds; at 
Ledston Hall, near Leeds, serpentine walks were provided in the generally formal 
garden arrangements; at Bramham Park uninterrupted views across the countryside 
were introduced along the western and southern bounds of the garden. These 
developments took place in the first quarter of the 18th century. But it was not until the 
middle of the century and after, that more completely natural landscapes were brought 
into being at these and other estates. At Bramham Park this never happened. 

The garden at Bierley Hall shows an important intermediary stage. While a formal 
garden existed to the front of the house, the grounds to the western side could not be so 
dealt with since they sloped sharply away into a valley running north-south which 
contained a stream. It was here that Cudworth suggested the first plantations had been 
begun by Richardson the elder. It is interesting to note that plans already seem to have 
been afoot for improving this part of the garden before 1740. It is here also that much 
remains today. The stream which runs through the valley has been dammed about half 
way down to form a pond whose overflow falls through a rustic cascade by a grotto. 
Proceeding from the foot of the cascade is  short length of canal. Next are a further two 
ponds at lower levels in the valley. Water from the canal tumbles over a flight of 
moulded steps and into the second pond, the overflow from which falls over a wriggle-
worked cascade and into the third pond. The different levels of canal and ponds give 
the effect of changes of scene within a short distance. The road which passes along the 
southern edge of the garden is screened by a length of rusticated wall, the moor and 
valley falling sharply away behind. 

There are also a number of features rustic or native in character. The most 
impressive to have survived is the grotto, which is situated on a level with the first pond. 
The entrance has now been blocked, but from what can be seen of the inside there is a 
semi-circular vault of rustic stones. At the southern edge of the path which leads to the 
grotto is a cascade composed of a wall of boulders built to a height ofabout fifteen feet. 
Water gushes through a central opening and into the canal. In this area also are the 
remains of a Druidical circle built by Richardson, but all that can now be seen is a 
jumble of stones. The stones used throughout this grotto area were either chosen for 
their rustic appearance or worked into rustic shapes afterwards. Cudworth says that 
they were brought from Wibsey Slack, an area of moorland waste or common in the 
18th century, two or three miles west of Bierley. Some stones, which weigh several tons, 
must have been immensely difficult to transport and place in position. On many, holes 
are still visible where levers and other lifting tackle had been inserted to move them. 

Most 19th century accounts of the garden dwell on the ponds and grotto, but there 
is evidence that this work may originally have been planned on a more extensive scale. 
Upstream of the first pond are the remains of two small enclosures, and much stone lies 
in and around the stream. Running east of these remains is a line of standing stones. 
Could this be further Druidical construction? The evidence is too slight to say for 
certain. Much farther up, where the stream emerges from the head of the valley, there 
is more stone. This seems to be modern in-filling, and the stream originally continued 
in a north-easterly direction. The laying-out of a golf links has now eliminated the 
course of this stream, and with it, a fourth pond at the true head of the valley. 

No documentary evidence of the construction of this garden now appears to exist. 
Cudworth maintains that Richard Richardson the elder began the planting of the wood, 
but that Richard Richardson the younger constructed the garden ponds and grotto. Yet 
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the scheme seems to have been planned and executed as a whole, and it is possible that 
both father and son conceived of the design. But what of its subject matter? While the 
canal and succession of ponds are conventional elements in the early 18th century 
garden, one would expect them to be laid Out on a more formal axis. The winding tine 
they create suggests a more natural outlook on the part of the designer. At first sight 
Druidical temples and standing stones seem decidedly odd, but given that the 
Richardsons were ofan antiquarian bent, then these features are, perhaps, not out of 
place, even if they are uncharacteristic of most 18th century gardens. What, it seems, is 
being invoked here is not the Arcadia of classical antiquity, but a wild and mystical 
nature of a kind worshipped by the Druids. We must also realize that the wood at 
Bierley Hall may be the part survival of a much larger garden. The Richardsons' 
grounds extended to the north of the house also, and as far as the present ring road. 
What occupied this area in the 18th century is not known. No early maps appear to have 
survived, the earliest being the O.S. 1852 six inch map, and this shows the area already 
ravaged by industry. It may be that what has survived was once a part ofa much more 
extensive garden containing further naturalistic scenes, similar or complementary to 
those in the valley, but this is now impossible to prove. Other vexing questions concern 
the more precise date of construction, and whether it was completely the work of the 
Richardsons. If we believe Cudworth, then work had already started in the lifetime of 
Richardson the elder. There is a further hint in a letter written to Richardson the 
younger by Thomas Knowlton in 1751, which suggests that the garden was complete by 
then: 

The only gardens in the northern parts is Orford and Bierley; they indeed 
abound with many of the wonders of creation, and rayse in me a new life of 
admiration, every visit I mak unto them; and such is your elegant taste, that few, 
nay, very few come in competition with YOU.. 

Knowlton was chief gardener to Lord Burlington from 1728. 1-Ic was friendly with 
the Richardsons and stayed with them at Bierley Hall on occasions. Knowlton was not 
well-known for his garden designs, but it is possible that a topic of conversation might 
have been the innovations in garden design being introduced by the Burlington circle, 
and hence a source of ideas. 

Whatever the exact origins of the garden, it seems to have escaped remodelling 
later in the 18th and the 19th centuries. But if later gardeners did not redesign the wood 
at Bierley Hall, it was interfered with in other ways. Of the cedars of Lebanon grown in 
the garden and planted around the house, two were cut down early in the 19th century, 
and the third, which had flourished in the clean air of the 18th century, began to die in 
the corrosive atmosphere of Low Moor and the Bierley ironworks. Richardson the 
elder's glasshouse also survived until the 19th century when it was demolished. Across 
the northern part of the estate a tramway to the ironworks was built and there is 
evidence of pits in the grounds. The 20th century was responsible for the demolition of 
the house itself. 

III The wood at Bierley Hall is a problem. Here is the garden ofa notable gentry family, 
a garden, moreover, of an early naturalistic design of which few examples have been 
recorded. But what is lobe done with it? The garden has been neglected for years and is 
now in a severe state of decline. Large sums of money would be needed to rescue it, not 
to mention a painstaking attitude on the part of whoever was in charge of restoration. 
Trees need to be thinned and replanted. There are toppled walls to mend, and the 
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grotto would have to be reconstructed. The canal and ponds are in need of remedial 
attention, particularly the first pond, which ought to be cleaned out and repuddled. 
Some features such as the Druidical circle could not in all honesty be restored. During 
the 1950s and 1960s when Bierley Hall was still standing and coming to the end of its use 
as a hospital, it might have been possible to save both house and grounds. But like so 
many similar opportunities in those two decades, it was passed over. The grounds are 
likely to remain in their present unkempt and half-forgotten state: a monument as 
much to 20th century ignorance as to its 18th century creators. 

REFERENCES 
I. Quoted in A. Hotroyd, Collectanea Bradfo,diana, Saltaire, 1873; this publication also gives a brief history of 

Richardson. 
2. The Diary of Ralph Thoresby F.R.S., 1830. 
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4. Ibid., letter CXLI V. 
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ON THE BRADFORD DISTRICT'S WESTERN BOUNDARY 
John Thornhill 

The Bradford District's western boundary (which is also the boundary of West 
Yorkshire) in a distance of less than six miles displays an interesting succession of 
marker stones. The aim of this article is to give a brief survey of this county boundary 
and the boulders and standing stones associated with it. 

Haworth 
The largest and most remote of the thirteen townships in the ancient parish of 

Bradford was Haworth, connected with the mother church and Bradford's fairs and 
markets by a rough undulating road, at times almost impassable. The River Worth 
formed Haworth's northern boundary, beyond which lay Oakworth, the most westerly 
of the townships in the parish of Keighley. 

To the south of Haworth was Wadsworth, one of the thirty-four townships in the 
great parish of Halifax, the largest in the West Riding. Between the river and its 
southern neighbour, Haworth narrowed to a neck of land rather more than a mile wide, 
leading into an indeterminate frontier around Crow Hill at the head of the Worth 
valley. 

A border dispute 
In 1614 common land in the West Riding was conveyed to four men representing 

the thirty Freeholders of Oakworth, who soon found themselves in conflict with the 
powerful Duchy of Lancaster and its tenants regarding the location of the boundary 
line between them. Of course it was a County, as well as a Duchy and Manorial issue. 
The debatable territory on the south followed the stream running down through 
Watersheddles into Old Snap Clough. The eastern line ran northwards from this 
stream to the Wolf Stones, and from there the northern limit aimed for the Laneshaw 
Brook. Finally a western line ran south from the Laneshaw Brook to an intersection 
with the stream first mentioned. This land was described as 'lying between the Great 
Law in the west to the Two Laws in the east'. 

The Oakworth freeholders claimed this land as lying on the Yorkshire side of the 
watershed, but the Duchy would have none of it. The Chancellor of the Duchy, then as 
now a member of the Government, initiated a series of four commissions who heard 
depositions from both sides as to who had repaired the road, and herded the cattle, and 
where, in times past. 

In November 1618 the fourth commission finally declared in favour of the Duchy, as 
one would expect. The matter was resolved on the grounds that the vast Lancastrian 
parish of Whalley had claimed territorial jurisdiction as far east as the Hanging Stone, 
thus the county boundary was fixed on the Watersheddles Cross. 

Keighley boundaries 
In 1882, after government by a local board for seventeen years, Keighley was 

incorporated within an arbitraly circular boundary of one mile from the town centre. 
This obtained until 1895 when parts of the town outside the circle were included. A 
second enlargement in 1938 took in the Haworth, Oakworth and Oxenhope urban 
districts, Keighley then marching with Lancashire from Wadsworth to the Wolf Stones. 

At the grouping of local authorities in 1974 Bradford amalgamated with Keighley 
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and other of its neighbours to form a Bradford District in the new county of West 
Yorkshire. The southern part of Bradford's western limit lies on the 17th century line 
from Crow Hill through Watersheddles to the Wolf Stones, from which Lancashire's 
boundary with Cowling continues as before in a north-westerly direction to the 
Laneshaw Brook. North-east of the Wolf Stones, the former division between 
Oakworth and Cowling with Sutton-in-Craven, takes on a more important status as a 
county boundary between West Yorkshire and North Yorkshire. 

The six miles of Bradford's western limit from Wadsworth to the Sutton-Goose 
Eye Road is punctuated by a line series of marker stones. 

Lad Stone 
Alan angle in Bradford's boundary with Pendle there is a stone with a pointed head 

and the incised words LAD OR SCARR ON CROW HILL. A story is told (with 
variations) about a boy (ora man) who lost his way in bad weather and died of exposure 
on Crow Hill, his remains being subsequently buried on the spot. Haworth and 
Trawden both disclaimed liability, but in the event Trawden undertook the interment 
and then claimed an adjustment in its boundary to take in the land as far as the stone. 
Although there is a kink' in the boundary, this appears lobe another apocryphal tale of 
tragic death and burial in a remote place. Excavation would settle the matter. 'Lad' isa 
word occasionally used for a standing stone, of which we have a local example in the 
Lanshaw Lad, a boundary stone on Ilkley Moor. 

Watersheddles 
A group of stones mark the county boundary at Watersheddles. To the north a 

narrow boulder with its long axis at right angles to the road probably dates from the 
1618 settlement. Alongside it is a round-topped stone of grit, a type commonly used to 
mark boundaries and indicate distances. Both the above stones are 'dumb', that is 
without inscriptions. A modern stone of concrete with a segmental top indicates 
LANCASHIRE YORKSHIRE, and at the opposite side ofthe road a concrete stone of 
similar shape indicates KEIGHLEY BORO TRAWDEN UDC, obviously a post-1938 
provision. 

In addition to the stones, a Bradford District sign stands a few feet within the 
boundary on the north side of the road. On the other side an oval sign bears the words 
BOROUGH OF PENDLE, and over this a recent sign indicates the twinning of Pendle 
with Creil in France. All told six markers are to be seen here, a lavish provision on an 
unclassified road. 

Hanging Stone 
Up on the moor at Watersheddles, a furlong north of the Blue Bell road, is the 

ancient standing stone, leaning or hanging at an angle of about 45 degrees, as it has 
done for centuries. 

On its west face at some date after the settlement of the boundary dispute in 1618 
were incised the words HANGING STONE OR WATERSHEDDLES CROSS. No 
doubt at the same time the cross couped (a plain cross with the vertical arms slightly 
longer than the horizontal ones) would be cut on the flat top. 

The stone can just be seen from the road at the head of a straight wall running up 
the hillside. 
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Wolf Stones and Maw Stones 
Beyond (bet hinging Stone the line runs due north to the Wolf Stones, it prominent 

outcrop of rock, and (lien turns north-east to the Maw Stones, a smaller outcrop. 
Beyond the slight angle at Maw Stones it straight length leads to the I litching Stone. 

Hitching Stone 
Splendid indeed is the Hitching Stone, reputed to be Yorkshire's largest boulder. 

Estimated to weigh 1,000 tons, it measures 29 feet long, 25 feet wide and 21 feet high. 

This mighty stone, undoubtedly glacier borne, almost certainly had its place of 
origin on Earl Crag, a grítstone escarpment it mile away to the north. It stands at an 
elevation of 1180 feet. Cowling, Sutton and Keighley meet here, as do the wapentakes 
of Skyrack and Staincliffe. Could this impressive flat-topped stone, it conspicuous 
object on it featureless moor, have been it meeting-place of the local Moot orThing? It 
is possible because both Anglo-Saxons and Scandinavians adopted such natural sites 
for tribal purposes. 

From the I litching Stone there is an excellent long view of two man-made 
landmarks on Earl Crag. At the west end ofthe crag, overlooking Cowling, is an obelisk, 
Wainman's Pinnacle, which was built early in the 19th century and rebuilt in its closing 
year. Exactly half-a-mile away to the east stands Lund's Tower, an excellent structure 
with an internal staircase giving access toan embattled viewing platform. Thiswas built 
late in the same century by James Lund of Malsis Hall. What these landmarks 
commemorate is still it matter for debate. 

Kid Stone 
At the hitching Stone the line turns at right angles to pass less than (0(1 yards south 

of the Kid Stone, more than half-a-mile to the east, and large enough to serve as it 
prominent boundary marker. Why wasn't it used for this purpose? 

Pole Stoop 
Over it mile east of the Kid Stone is the Pole Stoop, another 'hanging' stone, 

standing or leaning in the corner of a field it few yards in front the north side of the 
Green Sykes to Cowling Road, at the point where it begins to Fill. 

The length olthisstraighl rectangular stoop isabout 7 feet and on 
its western (narrow) flice is incised it small cross liory. A few inches 
below the cross is cut the letter T, probably the initial of the v 
landowner who erected the stone. 

A supporting wall is now built up to its foot but originally, in 
common with similar stones, it would he free standing. Sonic 500 
yards below the stools is the ferns named High Pole. 

Sutton Stoop 
A short mile from the Pole Stoop is the Sutton Stout,, located on 

the north side of the Goose Eye - Sutton Road, just where it begins 
to fell steeply to Sutton-in-Craven. The stone is about 4'/s Feel tall, 
with a weathered, rounded tots in which it cross potent is cut. 

The word SUTTON appears in the centre of the stone. 

>  

I 
16 



Conclusion 
Probably almost a thousand years separate the formation of the undivided parish of 

Bradford from the present-day Bradford District. Now as then Bradford's 'Ultima 
Thule' lies on a salient on the far side of Stanbury Bog. The wheel has gone full 
circle. 
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VILLAGE BLACKSMITHS - THE RAYNERS OF BURLEY 

David K. Rayner 

'Reyner the smith...' 
Bradford Manor Court Rolls (1344). 

BURLEY WOODHEAD FORGE My grandfather, Ernest John Rayner, trained as a 
blacksmith under his father, William, at Burley Woodhead, in the late 1880s, but 
became a coachman in Ilkley around 1900, an occupation which enabled him better to 
indulge his love of horses. William was born in 1844 at Back Lane, Burley, in one of two 
small cottages, now, alas, no longer standing. The area at that time must have been one 
of considerable cha,m and beauty, for in the tithe documents dated February 1845 we 
read: 

Land (smithy) Burley, owned by Maude William Jennet Esq., occupied by 
James Lister and others, consisting of two cottages and gardens, blacksmiths 
shop and orchard.' 

What may be the same two cottages are also mentioned in Two thousand miles in 
Wharfedale, by Edmund Bogg, who writes: 

The village is large, well built and clean, a few seventeenth century houses still 
remaining. In the back lane, south of the main street, are two of a century 
earlier. The occupier of one, having taken charge of a goat during the absence of 
its owner, was aroused by his housekeeper during the night, with the startling 
information that some person was trying to break in from the roof. 

The culprit turned out to be the goat, which, after being well soused with water, leapt 
from the thatch to terra firma.2 

It seems that William had travelled to Bradford in his journeyman days, for he 
married in 1867, at the Parish Church, the daughter of a Durham joiner, Mary Ann Bell, 
who was living in Bradford. The Rayner's first child, Thomas Henry, was born at 
Cavalry Barracks, Bradford Moor, in 1869, although William was probably only a 
civilian farrier attached to the army. Their second child, Ernest Howarth, was born at 
East View, Idle, in 1871, and baptized at Bradford Parish Church, but died in infancy. By 
1873 William had returned to Woodhead to take charge of the forge, which his father, 
Thomas, had started in about 1850. William's third child, Ernest John, was born at 
Woodhead in 1875. 

Although the work done at Woodhead forge was that of a general blacksmith and 
farrier, it specialized in quarry tools, picks and masons' chisels, and had earned a 
reputation for the tempering of tool edges, a service which was no doubt very much 
appreciated by those working the quarries around Ilkley Moor. The forge, which was 
demolished about 1911, was situated on Woodhead Green, a triangle of land at the 
junction of Moor Lane and the road skirting the edge of the moor. A photograph shows 
William, with long flowing beard and full leather apron, standing at the doorway of the 
forge. Outside there is a small donkey and cart, with two small children and a fellow 
blacksmith, possibly his eldest son, Thomas Henry. 

BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE FORGE The first reference to Rayners in the village is 
the baptism at Burley Parish Church, in 1808, of Joseph, son of William Rayner, 
'blacksmith of Burley', and Charlotte. Blacksmiths other than Rayners are also 
mentioned at this time in Burley baptismal registers: 
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Burley Woodhead Forge (c. 1911) 

Sept. 1797 Thomas son of Thomas Whitaker blacksmith of Burley 
Oct. 1811 Mary daughter of John Britten blacksmith of Burley 
Oct 1812 Henry son of David England blacksmith of Burley 

It seems reasonable to suppose, therefore, that this forge came into the actual 
possession of the Rayners between 1810 and 1820, when the above William Rayner 
(born 1781 Yeadon) was then the forgemaster. There is a possibility that he may have 
been descended from the Rev. James Rayner, who was curate of Guiseley from 1744 to 
1754, but the difference in social status makes this unlikely. (It was this clergyman who 
raised a mob of parishioners against the Wesleyans in 1747.) William had ten children, 
and two of his sons, James (baptized Burley Parish Church 1814), and Thomas 
(baptized Burley Parish Church 1817), appear to have succeeded to Burley in 
Wharfedale forge somewhere between 1840 and 1845. Thomas was certainly living in 
Back Lane, Burley, in 1844 when his son William was born. After Thomas left to start 
Woodhead forge, in about 1850, Burley forge continued under James and his 
descendants. A plan of the forge shows a single storey building about thirty feet long, 
set on the corner of a sharp bend in the road opposite the Malt Shovel Inn and St. 
Mary's Church (p.20). The forecourt contained a circle of large stones upon which the 
wooden cart wheels were placed before the heated iron hoops were hammered on to 
them, and quenched with water drawn, no doubt, from the adjoining beck. The forge 
was in operation until just before the Second World War, when modem engineering 
methods began to supersede the traditional blacksmith's craft. Burley forge eventually 
passed to James's son, William (born 1842), and then to his grandson, Samuel (born 
1871, died 1937). Samuel's son, 'Charlie', acted as striker for his father in the latter days 
of the forge, and was reputed to be quite a 'character', but he did not continue the 
business after Samuel died. 
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ILKLEY FORGE This forge came into the hands of James Rayner (son of William, 
born Burley 1842) in the closing years of the 19th century. James was born in Burley but 
spent his journeyman days in Addingham and Colne. Ilkley forge was then in Leeds 
Road, opposite the present Crescent Hotel. James, according to his granddaughter, 
Jose Wood of Birstwith, is said to have shown considerable courage, when a cloudburst 
over the town caused serious flooding in 1900. He is thought to have rescued one or 
more persons who were in danger of drowning. James's son, Samuel, continued at 
Ilkley forge after serving as an army farrier sergeant in the First World War. He retired 
and in 1960-61 sold the business, which some years earlier had moved from Leeds Road 
to premises in Little Lane. The forge still exists, although it now makes decorative 
ironwork, and is no longer in the Rayner family. 

BOLTON OUTLANES FORGE After fifteen years' research the chance of finding 
more Rayner-blacksmiths seemed remote, but when all the Burley entries in the 
registers had been checked, three baptisms did not fit into any part of the family tree. 
They were James (1815), son of Joseph Rayner, blacksmith, and his wife, Mary; and 
twins named Joseph and Mary (1817) of the same parentage, also baptized at Burley. 
Knowing that it was often a custom for parents to have their first child baptized in the 
place where the father was born, I looked further afield and found that Joseph Rayner, 
blacksmith, married Mary Birch at Bradford Parish Church in 1813 (witness John 
Brewer, wheelwright, of High Street), and that their first three children were baptized 
at Burley. Seven further children were baptized at Bradford Parish Church up to 1831, 
and of these the earlier ones are described as children of Joseph Rayner, blacksmith, 'of 
Bolton'. At this time, of course, the route to Bolton from Bradford lay up Church Bank 
(High Street), along North Wing and through Undercliffe, the present Bolton Road not 
then having been built. Bolton forge was among the cluster of old houses behind the 
Swing Gate public house in Myers Lane, formerly called Owl Lane, but renamed after 
Joseph Myers, a Bolton wheelwright and Leeds carrier, who lived there in the late 18th. 
century. The baptismal reference to Joseph Rayner's later children described him as 'of 
Bradford', at a time when Bolton was not part of the borough. The surmise is that by 
1830 he had left Bolton to further his prospects nearer the busy centre of Bradford. 

The burial of Joseph Rayner, blacksmith, is recorded in Undercliffe Cemetery 
registers in June 1855, aged 66, which gives a date of birth in 1789. Because his younger 
children were baptized at Burley it is most likely that he was the brother of William 
(1781) of Burley forge. Of Joseph's ten children, two merit special attention: Joseph 
(1817), and Thomas (1825). 

A burial in 1871 lists Joseph Rayner of Northbrook Street, aged 53, which suggests 
that he was the son of Joseph, the blacksmith, of Bolton and Bradford. Thomas is 
buried in the same plot as his father, Joseph, and he is described as 'blacksmith, age 38', 
in 1863, which also agrees with his known date of birth. The Census of 1861 also shows 
'Thomas and Joseph Rayner, general machine and tool makers, Masons Mill, Mill 
Street, Bradford', which almost certainly relates to Joseph's two sons, especially as their 
addresses were very near to the mill, as was the address of their father, who was buried 
from 10 Middle Street, off Manor Row. 

The conclusion is that Joseph, who had been drawn from Burley to Bradford, 
married at the Parish Church, and worked a forge at Bolton Outlanes. He was later 
attracted to the centre of industrial Bradford, along with two of his sons. Joseph had 
progressed from being the local blacksmith to owning a factory which made machines 
and tools, a considerable rise in the business world. 
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OTLEY FORGE Joseph Rayner, son of William (1781) of Burley forge, became a 
blacksmith at Timble Great, but by the Census of 1861 he was back in Burley. His son, 
George, then sixteen, eventually appeared at Cross Green forge, Otley (White's 
Directory 1861), and is listed in the Directory in 1881. His grandson, Thomas (1880), 
continued at Otley forge and died in 1944. 

APPERLEY BRIDGE FORGE Although there is no evident connection with the 
Rayners of Burley, the Census of 1851 includes William, born Adel 1814-15, as 
forgemaster. He is also listed in Kelly's Directory of 1881 and White's of 1894. The forge, 
which is now demolished, stood at thejunction of Harrogate Road and Parkin Lane, by 
the Leeds-Liverpool Canal. Descendants of this Rayner family were Thomas, draper, 
of Apperley Bridge and Sydney, late Postmaster at Apperley Bridge. 

ECCLESHILL FORGE Again there is no connection with the main Rayner tree, but 
we have William, blacksmith, in White's Directory of 1894. 

ALLERTON Kelly's Directory of 1889 lists James Rayner, blacksmith, of 308 Allerton 
Road. He is probably the son born 1815 to Joseph, of Bolton. James would have been 74 
in 1889. 

TABLE I 
(B) William m. Charlotte 

b. 1781 

(B&T)Joseph (B)James (8) Thomas (began Burley Woodhead forge) 
b. 1808 b. 1814 b. 1817 

(OT) George (B)William (BW)William m. Mary Ann Bell 
b. b.1844 

(OT) Thomas (ll.tian1ies (B)Samuel (BW)Thos' Henry Ernest John (Coachman) 
b. 1880 b. 1867 b. 1871 b. 1869 h. 1875 
d. 1944 1d. 1937 

(IL)Samuel 

The forges are indicated by the letters in brackets. 
(B) Burley in Wharfedale (OT) Otley 
(BW) Burley Woodhead (T) Timble 
(IL) Ilkley 

TABLE 2 
(BOL) Joseph m. Mary Birch 

b. 1789 

(A) James 
b. 1815 

(BR)Joseph and Mary 
b. 1817 

(A) Allerton 
(BOL) Bolton Outlanes 
(B) Burley in Wharfedale 

(BR)Thcmas 
b. 1825 
d. 1863 

(BR) Bradford 
(IL) Ilkley 
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My research into the history of the Rayners of Bolton continues in an endeavour to 
bring them up to date, although they will not perhaps rival the Burley branch, which 
now has 140 members. Rayners, many of whom were blacksmiths, abound in other 
places. There were family groups at Tong (mainly gentry), Crofton, Rothwell, Horbury, 
Ramsgill, Middlemoor, Brighouse, Leeds and, of course, Birstall, where, in the period 
between 1600 and 1800, at least 64 separate Rayner families were recorded. 

Along with John James, I must truly claim that most of this research has been 
carried out 'in hours stolen from recreation and sleep', in my case from a simple wish to 
know more about my own family. As the story unfolded, however, it revealed the quite 
extraordinary fidelity of generations of Rayners to the blacksmith's craft during a 
period of nearly 200 years. I shall never be able to prove that the initial skill descended 
from 'Reyner the smith', who came before the Bradford Manor Court in 1344, but the 
following entry from the Bradford Telephone Directory of 1984 brings the study to a 
probable conclusion: 

'Rayner, J. & Son, Blacksmiths, 7a Little Lane, Ilkley'. 

REFERENCES 
1. Parish Chest, Otley Parish Church. 
2. E. Bogg, Two thousand miles its Wharfedale, 1904, p.409. 
3. P. Slater, The History of the Ancient Parish of Goiseley, 1880, p. 142. 

COSY CO-OPERATION UNDER STRAIN. Industrial Relations in the Yorkshire 
Woollen Industry 1919-30, by C. Wrigley. (Borthwick Papers No. 71, 1987). 

The last twenty years have seen a remarkable resurgence of interest in textile 
history. As the mill chimneys and factories have been swept from the landscape, and as 
the number of employees has rapidly declined, the industry and its history have been 
the subject of re-evaluation accompanied by a tidal wave of nostalgia. Mill chimneys 
have been replaced by Lowry prints, almost every northern textile community has set 
up its obligatory industrial museum, and the oral testimony of countless mill workers 
now fills innumerable shelves in our bookshops. As one American scholar recently 
commented, 'everywhere dead mill towns are being reborn in late twentieth century 
minds'. 

This resurgence of interest in the textile sector of the Industrial Revolution has 
resulted in a large number of publications. In particular, attention should be drawn to 
two scholarly, general surveys of the cotton and woollen industries in D.A. Farnie, The 
English Cotton Industry and the World Market 1815-96 (Oxford, 1979) and D.T. Jenkins 
and K.G. Ponting, The British Wool Textile Industry 1770-1914 (London, 1982). However, 
there are still areas of textile industry that have been only sketchily examined. For 
instance, we still know little about employers and their organizations or about the part 
played by women and adolescent workers. It is often forgotten that the two latter 
groups provided the bulk of workers in the worsted and cotton industries, and young 
people were of vital importance in worsted mills. As late as 1873 two-thirds of the hands 
at Daniel Illingworth's Whetley Mills were under seventeen years of age. In addition, 
much more research has been devoted to the state of the textile industry up to 1914 than 
to the period of decline after the First World War. What we needed was a detailed 
analysis of the fortunes of textiles in the twentieth century, and in this respect 
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Christopher Wrigley's examination of industrial relations in the Yorkshire woollen 
industry between 1919 and 1930—a most critical period in the development of the staple 
industry of the West Riding - is most welcome. 

Before 1914 the industry was beginning to experience problems (although these 
were much more acute in worsteds) because of foreign competition, the erection of 
tariffs, obsolescent machinery and out-of-date methods. Difficult trading conditions 
after 1870 saw the development of new working practices. There was a clear attempt to 
extract concessions from labour, especially by way of increased machine speeds, the 
use of inferior raw materials, the allocation of more machines to each minder and by 
employing cheap forms of labour. In face of this there was a clear growth of trade 
unionism, although in 1914 woollen and worsted trade unions were still pitifully weak 
compared with those in the Lancashire cotton industry. In 1911 there were 274.538 
cotton trade unionists as against 23.102 in wool textiles. 

Although a whole series of reasons were advanced for this striking imbalance, 
undoubtedly the key factor, long recognized by trade union leaders in Yorkshire, was 
the deep and often bitter sectionalism that blighted the wool textile industry and its 
surrounding communities. As Ben Turner commented: 

The weaver was looked down upon by the overlooker. . . a woollen spinner and 
a wootsorter despised the average man in ordinary grades of labour . . . the 
wootsorter had his special chair in his special snug at his customary public house 
and a wool-comber or a labouring factory worker had to be above the ordinary if 
he was allowed in that place. 

Increased government intervention during the First World War provided a 
powerful stimulus for unionization, and impelled union leaders to play a more 
important part in industrial relations. This was shown at the end of the war by the 
formation of the Wool and Allied Joint Industrial Council, which was a formally 
constituted collective bargaining organization. 

Wrigley analyses in detail the working of the Council and the two disputes, the 
1925 Dispute which seriously weakened the system, and the 1930 Strike which signalled 
its demise. His analysis is lucid and interesting, but open to question on one crucial 
issue. From the formation of the Council to its abandonment the trade unions were the 
strongest supporters of the system, as the author points out. However, what is lacking is 
an analysis of the sectionalism that plagued the employers' side in the 1920s. Too often 
the employers are seen as a monolithic entity, whereas they were deeply divided over 
the strategies lobe pursued. The worsted manufacturers were adamant that only large 
wage cuts would bring a return to profitability, whereas the woollen manufacturers and 
worsted spinners were far less enthusiastic about the idea. This disunity was shown 
most clearly during the 1925 Dispute, when employers followed different strategies and 
welcomed independent arbitration with alacrity as a way of escaping wider divisions. A 
discussion of the view-points held by different types of employers would have been 
very useful. 

This single criticism does not detract, however, from an excellent monograph on a 
critical period in the historical development (or demise?) of the Yorkshire wool textile 
industry. What we now require is further study of the anarchic conditions of industrial 
relations in the 1930s. 

J.A.J. 
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CARTWRIGHT MEMORIAL HALL 
AND THE GREAT BRADFORD EXHIBITION OF 1904 

Anne Bishop 

One day in the spring of 1898 an ageing Lord Masham paid a visit to Manningham 
Park, the estate which Bradford Corporation had purchased from him in 1870 at half its 
real value. He was shocked to see the hall, which had been his home from boyhood to 
early married life, now in a shabby and delapidated condition, being used as a second-
class restaurant. The scene so disturbed him that in May he wrote to Thomas Speight, 
the Mayor, asking for an hour's conversation with him.' When this took place Lord 
Masham said he would like to do something for Bradford, and suggested that the old 
Manningham Hall be demolished and replaced by a permanent memorial to Dr. 
Edmund Cartwright, the man to whom he and Bradford owed so much. During lunch 
with the Mayor and a few friends Lord Masham offered a gift of 140,000 (the sum paid 
by the Corporation for Manningham Park) towards the cost. 

The Corporation accepted the offer most readily and proposed that the new hall 
should take the form of a technological museum. This would have been a most fitting 
tribute to Cartwright, who, by inventing the power loom and the combing machine, 
had played such a large part in Bradford's rise to fame and prosperity; but the Technical 
College, which opened in 1882, seemed a more appropriate place for exhibitions of a 
scientific nature. Instead, a proposal was made to erect an Art Gallery and Natural 
History Museum, with reception rooms for municipal functions. There was already an 
Art Gallery and Museum of sorts in Darley Street, but this was quite unworthy of a 
thriving city like Bradford. Lord Masham did not delay: as soon as he had approved the 
new scheme he sent off his promised donation to the Mayor. 

The building 
For many years public bodies had favoured competition as a means of getting the 

best design for important buildings. In 1869 a national competition for the proposed 
Bradford Town Hall produced 32 entries, the winning architects being the town's own 
firm of Lockwood & Mawson, who had also designed St. George's Hall, Saltaire and 
the Wool Exchange. For the Cartwright Memorial a similar competition resulted in a 
total of 117 entries, which were judged by Alfred Waterhouse R.A., the renowned 
architect who designed the Prudential Building at the corner of Sunbridge Road and 
Tyrrel Street. He chose a design submitted by John W. Simpson and E.J. Milner Allen 
of London, a decision which, as it turned out, went against Bradford's usual practice of 
employing local firms. Soon after this Mr. Allen left the partnership, although his name 
appears on the foundation tablet along with that of Mr. Simpson, who then became 
sole architect. Mr. Simpson clearly set out to impress, and after the opening ceremony 
admitted that he had 'gone one better' than anything he had ever done before, a 
considerable claim, since he and his partner had just completed the Glasgow Art 
Galleries, which was a much larger commission.2 

The style ofthe building has been described as 'Classical Renaissance', or'Baroque' 
('effusive neo-Baroque', according to Pevsner), and although the hall was said lobe the 
result of Mr. Simpson's French studies, a man 'thinking imperially in stone and 
marble', it was a democratic palace,3,lor the use and benefit of the people who had 
helped to make fortunes for Samuel Cunliffe Listerand others. Text-book terms would 
mean little to homely Bradfordians who were content simply to marvel at the new 
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creation. They would not spend much time deciphering the heraldic shields which 
decorated the eight pediments: City of Bradford and Lord Masham; Boiling and 
Richardson; Mountgarret and Tempest of Tong, and Sharp and de Lacy, nor would 
they be likely to join Councillor Hayhurst in deploring 'the perpetuation of ancient 
customs' represented by the feudal and territorial nature of the coats of arms.' 

John Ayers says that almost all the characteristics of Baroque style can be seen in 
the central entrance porch, with the intricate cupola above it;5 and the prospect is 
enhanced if we look at the building, framed by the beautiful gates in North Park Road, 
which were made to commemorate the visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales and, 
like the main gates, were part of the architect's plan. Eyes would certainly be drawn to 
the four large figures on the cupola, or central tower, with their emblems: Spinning 
(distaff); Commerce (ship); Fortitude (sword) - very much like Joan of Arc - and 
Abundance (horn). 

Among all the ancient grandeur, both inside and out, it is pleasing to know that the 
decorative sculpture was the work of a local man, Mr. A. Broadbent of Shipley, who 
studied at an art school in Lambeth. In a speech after the opening ceremony Mr. 
Simpson drew particular attention to the beautiful work of the sculptor, saying they 
need not hesitate to compare it with any other of its kind in the world, whether at home 
or abroad.6 

Those who marvelled at the elegant exterior were not likely to be disappointed as 
they made their way up the entrance stairs into the Sculpture Hall, paved in a check of 
black Belgian and white Sicilian marble, and supported by graceful columns. Although 
electric lighting had been installed, the Sculpture Hall was open to the domed glass 
roof, so that during the day artificial light was not normally required. The broad 
staircases were very much admired, since those who climbed them could still hold the 
statuary in view. The centrepiece of this collection was meant to be the seated figure of 
Edmund Cartwright, carved in white marble on a pedestal of green, but instead it was 
placed in its present position on the first floor, where the Mayor received his guests. 
The proposal for a statue was the result of a resolution passed by the Memorial 
Committee on 16 March 1900, which said: 

in view of Lord Masham's evident desire that Cartwright should be recognised 
by the city it was agreed that a statue or other suitable memorial shall be placed 
in the Memorial Hall.7 

The commission for the statue, which won a Royal Academy Award, was given to 
Henry Charles Fehr for a fee of 'not more than £1,000'. The sculptor also presented the 
organizers with a bust of Lord Masham which is still displayed in the hall. 

Dr. Cartwright is shown in his academic gown, but he appears as both clergyman 
and inventor, looking down at what may be a set of plans on his knee. The rooms on 
either side of the statue, the Mayor's Parlour and an area for guests, led into the large 
east and west Art Galleries, a special feature of which was the wall covering of terra 
cotta silk tapestry woven at Lister's own mill. The provision of amenities for municipal 
functions, a most important part of the plan, included a kitchen equipped with every 
modern device, where food for the public refreshment room was also prepared. 

The foundation stone was laid by Lord Masham on 24 May 1900, but this occasion 
was the beginning of a four-year struggle against the elements, workmen's strikes and 
other delays. In the following July a storm brought the most violent rainfall ever 
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recorded in Bradford. This flooded the foundations, causing the sides to cave in and 
leaving a deposit of silt over everything. It was then discovered that the subsoil was 
unsuitable for a building such as Cartwright Hall 'of utmost solidity and massive 
strength', so the foundations were dug twenty feet deeper, at an extra cost of 0,500.8 
The greatest setbacks, however, were caused by strikes, as a result of which work 
stopped for nearly a year. The joiners were out for sixteen months, the masons for ten, 
and when the plasterers, who seemed to be reluctant to do any workat all, returned, the 
building had been almost completed by non-union labour. Delay was also caused by 
the difficulty in getting the very large stones, some weighing three or four tons, for the 
lower levels. The absence of even one stone could hold up work for several months. 
This meant that the official opening, first expected in 1902, was deferred again and 
again. Even when completion was near, late delivery of the large girders to support the 
dome caused the postponement of the promised opening in the autumn of 1903. Lord 
Masham, then in his 89th year, still kept an eye on things by visiting the site on many 
occasions. He was becoming impatient because, as he said, he 'might not be able to 
weather many more winters'.9 

The hall was built of local sandstone, mainly from Idle, but supplies came from over 
twenty other quarries. The masons' work was particularly demanding because some of 
the stones, especially the large ones, had to be cut to exact measurements according to 
the architect's plans. The great stone that used to form the engine bed at Lister's old 
mill was presented by Lord Masham and cut into four pieces to serve as corner stones 
of the foundation. This was surely symbolic: the Cartwright Memorial Hall, founded 
on the prosperity of Manningham Mills. 

Because of the Boer War, building costs were rising rapidly and it soon became 
clear that the final account for Cartwright Hall would be far more than £40,000. Lord 
Masham suggested, therefore, that the architect be asked if his plans could be modified 
so as to reduce the cost without spoiling the design, and at the same time he offered to 
defray half the expenditure above £40,000. The Memorial Committee then agreed to 
ask the Council to meet half the extra cost from its gas profits. Mr. Simpson refused to 
alter the plans and Lord Masham, without more ado, kept his promise by transferring 
£7,500 to the credit of the Council.'0 Lord Masham's belief that the whole body of 
Bradford citizens might wish to join him in recognizing the immense value of 
Cartwright's work brought the following rather sly comment from the Yorkshire Daily 
Observer. 

With this purpose he has chosen to allow some portion of the cost of the 
building to be borne by public funds, and the ratepayers of Bradford, for their 
part, will doubtless be willing and happy to have that share in the work. 

The opening ceremony 
The opening of the Hall (as opposed to the opening of the Exhibition) was 

performed by Lord Masham on 13 April 1904. The preparations were impressive. He 
made his way from Bradford, accompanied by the Mayor and Corporation and many of 
the leading gentry of the area, to Lister Park, where the entrance and his own statue had 
been lavishly decorated for the occasion. In spite of heavy rain, large crowds had 
gathered along the route to cheer as the carriages passed. Unfortunately, when the 
distinguished party arrived at Cartwright Hall the formal opening was marred by one of 
those incidents that every master of ceremonies fears, 'akin to the painful difficulties 
which arise when the bridegroom forgets the wedding ring' - the key specially 
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designed by the architect for the occasion was missing." However, 'contingency plans' 
had been made, and a much plainer but much more serviceable key was produced to 
enable the ceremony to go ahead, after which Lord Masham was entertained to lunch 
at the Great Northern Hotel (The Victoria). Over two hundred guests were present - 
all men! - and after a great deal of food and drink many speeches were made. In 
replying to the toast 'The Health of Lord Masham', the speaker dwelt at length on 
inventions, picturing the Cartwright Hall as 'the place where the Asiatic of the future 
might come in search of the inventor of the power loom'. At one point his remarks were 
amazingly prophetic. He said jokingly, 

I have a very strong impression that the East will overcome the West in the 
coming years and that instead of our clothing the East they will want to clothe 
us.'2 

At the end of his speech Lord Masham left, rather overcome by emotion. 

The health of the Mayor was proposed by Mr. George Cartwright, a great-great-
grandson of the inventor, who later presented to the Memorial Hall mementoes 
consisting of several medals awarded to Dr. Cartwright for his inventions; a letter in his 
own handwriting; a miniature with a lock of his hair; a display cabinet to keep them all 
in, and an original portrait. 

In 1902, while Cartwright Hall was still being built, the Corporation made plans to 
hold an exhibition to coincide with the opening of the hall. It was meant to be the 
greatest exhibition ever held on this side of the Atlantic. A committee was set up under 
the chairmanship, first, of Mr. W.C. Lupton, a former Mayor, and next under that of 
Alderman J.S. Toothill. They decided that the exhibition was lobe in three sections, an 
Art Exhibition in the hall itself, an Industrial Exhibition in a purpose-built temporary 
hail, and musical and other entertainments in a concert hall. In the open air all kinds of 
activities were to take place, with plenty of side-shows to provide diversions and bring 
in much needed funds. 

The Art Gallery 
As the Memorial Hall was meant to hold Bradford's main public collection of art 

treasures, the opening exhibition had a high priority among the arrangements. To 
organize the Art Exhibition a committee of well-known local people was formed, 
among whom were Bradford bom Mr. (later Sir) William Rothenstein, already a 
distinguished artist, and Mr. F. Behrens, son of Sir Jacob Behrens. The exhibition 
secretary, however, a stranger in Bradford circles, was a promising young writer and art 
enthusiast called John Masefield, who owed his appointment to success in a similar 
capacity at Wolverhampton in 1902, helped, no doubt, by the recommendation of his 
friend, William Rothenstein. 

Masefield had been destined to life at sea from childhood, but after early training 
on H.M.S. Conway, he was taken ill on his first voyage and sent home to Liverpool. 
When he recovered he sailed to New York to join another ship, which he deserted 
before it left port, and as a result found himself, at sixteen, alone and destitute in a 
strange city. Accompanied by another down-and-out he led the life of a vagrant, until 
he found ajob ins bar, and then more permanent work in a carpet factory in Yonkers. 
This kind of employment was uncongenial to him, however, and after two years he 
returned to Liverpool in poor health, without means of support, but determined, at all 
costs, to become a writer. 
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His aim was to subsist until he had built up a small literary reputation. Meanwhile 
commissions, such as book reviewing, were soon coming in, and Masefield, a pleasant, 
likeable young man, was not shy about making himself known to established writers 
like Binyon and Yeats. Through his interest in art, especially modem works, he struck 
up a friendship with Rothenstein, who, along with Binyon, encouraged him to apply for 
a secretarial post at the Wolverhampton trade exhibition of 1902, which he obtained 
and entered into with great dedication. His task, to organize the art gallery, involved the 
writing of many letters —1,500 in all - conducting dozens of interviews and producing a 
catalogue.0 

The exhibition was due to close in October, but by July, Masefield's enthusiasm 
had been replaced by disillusionment and bitterness. He said many unkind things 
about Wolverhampton, that 'soul-crushing abortion of a misbegotten city', but in spite 
of all, he left with a heightened reputation. The art gallery had been a great success and 
this, as we have said, helped to gain him the Bradford appointment, which he took up in 
1903. He was then twenty-five, living in London and about to be married. 

The committee decided that the exhibition should consist of English paintings 
from Hogarth onwards, following the pattern established at Wolverhampton, without 
giving preference to any special artist or school. Masefield went about the task in his 
usual energetic way, writing letters and arranging appointments in the hope of getting 
together 'a splendid selection'. In this he was generally successful, persuading other 
galleries and some individuals to lend pictures - Turners, a Reynolds and a 
Gainsborough amongst them, but he did not succeed in borrowing any of the King's 
collection. Insurance was a major expense, but a value of £750,000 which was set upon 
the exhibits seems a paltry sum by modern standards. On this occasion the paintings 
were on the first floor, the ground floor being used for furniture, metalwork, Oriental 
art and porcelain. 

In The Jackdaw, a short-lived, gossipy periodical, which was published at about the 
time of the exhibition, a writer commented: 

for every four people who pay 6d. to see black men in the Somali village or 
brown babies in the incubator, only one will go into the free exhibition of 
pictures.'4 

He then went onto point out that the pictures were the Bradford Exhibition, and that if 
there were no art gallery to open there would be no other entertainments. Serious 
comment of the latter kind, however, was interspersed with bouts of clod-hopping 
humour, so he then complained that the pictures were slung up with 'old galluses' 
purchased from the Board of Guardians and the Salvation Army Shelter. 

Masefield earned special praise for the collection of modem paintings at 
Wolverhampton, but the Bradford public were not impressed by the Impressionists 
and made their disapproval known. As a result, he was glad to get away to London at 
the end of the first 'abominable week'. Of course, we must not read too much into this 
because Masefield had other interests at heart: his wife was expecting her first child 
and, as ever, literary commitments made enormous demands upon his time. Necessity 
was always driving him on, and in May 1904 we find him writing to Alderman Toothill 
for a testimonial in support of an application for the curatorship of Newcastle Art 
Gallery, and suggesting that the merits of the Bradford Exhibition might be 
mentioned. 
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The Bradford Exhibition 

Exhibitions such as this, which stemmed from the Great Exhibition of 1851, were 
not without precedent in Bradford. For example, there had been an exhibition to mark 
the opening of the Mechanics' Institute. Tyrrel Street, in 1873, and in 1882 for the 
opening of the Technical College. Other towns had had similar exhibitions: Glasgow in 
1901, which had been a great financial success, and Wolverhampton in 1902, which had 
not. Besides celebrating the opening of the Memorial Hall there was the additional aim 
of promoting Bradford trade and industry. The great peak of Bradford's textile 
prosperity had passed, and there were already signs the decline had begun. The 
intention now was to show that Bradford's textile goods were still among the best in the 
world and at the same time to remind visitors that the city had other strings to its bow. 

The plan was on a large scale: twenty-three acres, about two-thirds of the area of the 
park, was to be enclosed by an unclimbable fence, ten feet high. An Industrial Hall, 
three hundred feet long and about a hundred and eighty feet wide, made of corrugated 
iron and wood, with six transepts was to be built. The textile industry was to occupy the 
main hall, with demonstrations of every process of manufacture up to the finished 
garment. It was arranged that the centrepiece of this section should be a Dress Show 
put on by ten leading firms, all household names, such as Drummond's, John Foster's, 
A & S Henry's, and, of course, Titus Salt's. The Bradford Dyers' Association were also 
to have a stand where they were to show linings. It was in a sense a competitive show, 
the aim being 'to keep Bradford's name to the front'. 

At the International Exhibition held in Paris in 1900 Bradford textile goods had 
been badly displayed in comparison with those of their continental rivals, who had used 
'imaginatively made-up models' instead of simply laying out their cloth in lengths. In 
order to make sure that this mistake would not be repeated, the Memorial Committee 
issued an instruction to the effect that dresses were to be displayed on models 

representing Ladies, Gentlemen and Children under various conditions and 
including Morning, Evening, Dinner and Ball costumes to be artistically 
grouped in cases on the main portion of the central aisle of the Industrial Hall.'5 

This must have had some effect because it was reported that the exhibits of Bradford 
materials were the first objective of feminine visitors. The Princess of Wales, when she 
opened the Exhibition, was presented with the Pratts' cabinet of dress stuffs, and it was 
also said that she had ordered material from Bradford, from which at least part of her 
wardrobe would be made. 

Other industries were to be accommodated in the wings: mining, locomotion, 
engineering, machinery, sanitation, recreation and science - which was also classified 
as an industry. The Mayoress was placed in charge of a special section devoted to 
women's work, in which there were three categories: art and craft, domestic exhibits 
and education. A kitchen was also to be provided for cookery demonstrations, while at 
one end of the hall there were plans for a tea room and at the other for a bar and lounge. 

When it was finished the hall contained a hundred and forty-five individual 
displays. There were many famous names in the non-textile sections, such as 
Christopher Pratt and Fattorini & Sons, while national firms were represented by 
Chivers, Brown and PoIson, Jones's Sewing Machines, Cumberland Pencils, 
Cadbury's, and Pilkington's, renowned for their glass. The Bradford Corporation Gas 
and Electricity Companies also showed their wares. 
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The exhibitors paid 2/6d. a square foot for space in the hall, and were also charged 
for the gas and electricity they used. Al one point they complained that the charges 
were far too high and refused to pay, but there is no record of how the dispute was 
settled. A business manager, Mr. W.H. Knight, had been appointed to deal with all 
such matters and a great deal of his correspondence survives. 16 Much of it consists of 
requests for information and complaints, the latter from school parties, for example, 
who had not been granted lower entrance fees. One of the oddest requests for spaces 
was from a palmist. 

The concert hall contained a fine organ, built by Walker & Sons of London, on 
which recitals were given daily. After the exhibition it was dismantled and rebuilt in a 
London Roman Catholic Church. Entertainment was also provided by 'The Blue 
Hungarian Band', a Ladies' Orchestra, the Eastbrook Choir, the Bradford Festival and 
Old Choral Societies, and the Crosland Moor Handbell Ringers. Choirs from Bradford 
schools, some with as many as four hundred singers, also made their voices heard. 
Other forms of entertainment included conjuring and 'animated pictures'. £8,000 was 
allocated for the engagement of a good military band every week, and the best bands 
came, among them the Coldstream Guards, the Scots Guards and the Life Guards. 
Local pride and good playing were upheld by the Black Dyke Mills Band, who were 
listed with 'the best'. Other bands played on Saturday mornings, and there was a 
contest for local bands in June. 

A Model Hospital was built to demonstrate nursing skills and this also contained a 
nursery, where visitors could leave theircharges. Special interest was aroused bya Baby 
Incubator, which was used to demonstrate how the lives of premature babies could be 
saved by the latest scientific methods, a very important innovation in days of high 
infant mortality. 

Among the already existing amenities was the lake, created soon after the park was 
purchased in 1870 from Samuel Cunlifie Lister, as part ofa scheme to provide work for 
the unemployed. It was now enhanced by a rustic bridge which greatly shortened 
distances. At busy times a policeman was placed at each end to control the traffic. 

The ceremonial opening of the Exhibition was performed on 4 May 1904 by the 
Prince and Princess of Wales (the future King George Vand Queen Mary), who were in 
residence at Harewood House. They travelled by train from Arthington to Bradford, 
where they were greeted by huge crowds who lined the route to Lister Park. At 
Cartwright Hall they were welcomed by the Mayor, after which the Prince unveiled a 
tablet on the right of the entrance stairs and declared open the Art and Industrial 
Exhibitions. The Princess then opened the Exhibition buildings with a golden key. 
After touring the Exhibition the Royal Party left for Victoria Square, where the Prince 
unveiled Alfred Drury's statue of the late Queen. The visit ended with a banquet at St. 
George's Hall. Two days later the Prince and Princess returned to pay a private visit to 
Lister's Mill. 

An official report was prepared by the business manager, Mr. Knight, for 
presentation to the Exhibition Committee and printed for public circulation.'7 This 
records that all the exhibits and attractions were ready for the opening day, a fact which 
was evidently worth mentioning as something remarkable then as it would be now. 
The weather was also remarkable: May 41h was a fine day, for which the organizers of 
the royal procession, together with those who had festooned the long route, must have 
given heartfelt thanks. Mr. Knight must have been gratified, too, by an attendance of 29,000. 
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The Exhibition lasted all summer and into the autumn, closing on 29 October. The 
report contains details of receipts: 21,640 season tickets were sold at lol6d. each (half-
price after August), and there were other concessions, such as weekly tickets, and a 
'package deal' of entrance tickets with railway excursion fares, of which over 17,000 
were sold. By this means visitors were attracted from Morecambe and other Lancashire 
towns as well as from all parts of Yorkshire and further afield. On 20 July the millionth 
visitor, a farmer from the Dales, was presented with a medallion, and the two-millionth 
visitor, Thomas Lee of Otley Road, received a gold watch and chain.'8 The total 
attendance was 2,417,928. 

The most popular days were Wednesday and Saturday, with a record attendance of 
64,847 on the last day. The Exhibition was closed on Sundays. Total income from ticket 
sales amounted to £41,828 and with money raised from sale of some of the buildings 
the final profit was £14,965. This does not seem much reward for all the effort made 
but expenses were heavy, and in view of all the hazards, any profit must have been 
received with relief. Half the money went to the Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries 
Fund, chiefly towards the cost of buying a permanent art collection, and half to the Gas 
Company, which had made up the deficit on the original estimates. 

There is little evidence to show that the Industrial Exhibition brought more 
business to Bradford, but short-term benefits must have accrued. The car-a-minute 
service along Manningham Lane increased the revenue of the Tramways Department 
and railway excursions were well patronized. There was work for many hands in the 
park itself, and shops, restaurants and public houses could not have failed to increase 
their turnover. The Royal Hotel, Darley Street (Telephone 1556), offered a six-course 
Royal Luncheon at two shillings. It was, as the advertisement in the Official 
Programme said, 'First Class, fully licensed and lighted throughout by electricity', with 
reading, smoking and billiard rooms. 

The Exhibition Manager's Report and accounts in the Press all pay far more 
attention to the sideshows and entertainments (which according to the stated aims of 
the Exhibition were peripheral) than to what may be called 'serious things'. The 
evidence from similar exhibitions, however, showed that profits could onlybe expected 
from popular entertainments like those at Bradford, many of which were striking and 
original. Accurate records of attendances and entrance charges were kept and these 
show that the entertainments attracted many visitors. 

The main attraction was certainly the Somali village, although this showpiece was 
only engaged when the visit of an Ashanti village, which had appeared at other 
exhibitions, was cancelled by its managers at short notice. There were about a hundred 
Somalis, with their chief, and they included, according to the Yorkshire Daily Observer, 
'remarkably beautiful girls'. They arrived before the Exhibition opened, built their own 
huts and lived in them in the public gaze until the end, giving throughout this time daily 
demonstrations of dancing, spear throwing and arrow shooting. The official report 
says, 'they maintained their attractive character throughout, and under the trying 
conditions of the Yorkshire climate behaved in a most creditable manner'. The 
'villagers', who came on from Marseilles, were paying their first visit to England, where 
they spent much of their time huddled round oil stoves. In August one of their huts was 
destroyed by fire, and in September one of the women died and was buried in 
Scholemoor Cemetery. There were, of course, less solemn moments, when the Somali 
children defeated a ladies' cricket team, for instance, and when 

35 



On 13th September a daughter was born to the head of the Somalis, the Sultan 
Ali and his wife, Fatima. She was called Hadija Yorkshire and in honour of the 
occasion a salute of 17 guns was fired from 'Port Arthur' by Lieutenant Lot 
Morgan.'9 

The Jackdaw displayed its odd sense of humour when, in an earlier notice about the 
confinement, it said, 'Owing to the delicate state of health of the Sultana Fatima. .. The 
Bombardment of Port Arthur will be suppressed'. 

The next most popular attraction was the Water Chute from Canada, which had 
also been a feature of the Wolverhampton Exhibition in 1902. It was built on the edge 
of the lake, and under its structure there were twenty small shops representing Old 
Bradford, where souvenirs could be obtained. Although the exhibition was felt to have 
been an enormous success, there are indications that the original high expectations 
were not entirely fulfilled; yet Victor Bamberger, the general impresario responsible 
for the Somali Village and the Water Chute was offered 15 per cent on gross takings at 
the latter entertainment up to £2,000, and 30 per cent beyond that amount. As total 
receipts on the Chute amounted to £3,390 he must have been reasonably satisfied with 
his reward - a little over £700. An unusual show was the Palace of Illusions, which had 
been seen at other exhibitions, including the Paris Exhibition of 1900. It consisted of 

a many-sided chamber with mirrored walls and Gothic arches stretching on 
either hand, apparently for miles. The lights would dim, and then suddenly 
there would be simultaneous illumination of brilliant electric lights on each 
pillar, which would give the illusion of thousands of lights. Then would follow a 
mystifying dance by a beautiful lady artiste, which, reflected in hundreds of 
mirrors, would give the impression of a large ballet.2° 

There was also a Crystal Maze caused by distorting mirrors, a Gravity Railway and The 
Gigantic Glittering Thimble, 9 feet 6 inches high, 'the world's largest', made by 
Christopher Buckton of Lightcliffe, which all were urged to see, on Stand 67. 

It was intended to have a captive balloon, giving those brave members of the public 
who ascended a bird's eye view of Bradford. Unfortunately, rain and strong winds 
limited the appeal of this attraction and in the end the discouraged 'aeronaut', Mr. 
Bramhall, had to be content with making one ascent each week. Mr. Cody ('Buffalo 
Bill) appeared for a fortnight with his man-lifting kite, surely the forerunner of hang-
gliding. One flier came down to earth in a garden at Shipley, but there were no disasters. 
Firework displays were given on Wednesdays and Saturdays and, by way of 
reassurance perhaps, there were Fire Brigade displays as well. 

Among all the activity on the lake, one special event stood out, a display in which 
boats representing the Russian and Japanese fleets engaged in mock battle. This, of 
course, was a light-hearted reminder of the very real combat taking place between the 
two nations at that very time. There were also trips to be had on a Venetian gondola 
and on several launches, as well as boats for hire. Physical recreation of all kinds was 
much in evidence. Regular cricket and football matches were arranged between teams 
got up from the exhibitors, and there were swimming carnivals, Swedish drill displays 
and target practice on a rifle range. A dog show brought in almost a thousand entries. 

There was an obvious attempt to give the Exhibition an international look, and the 
Bradford Daily Telegraph allowed itself to be quite carried away. 

Looking from the bridge over the island one was apt to forget that it is 
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Manningham Park and to imagine that it was some great Venetian carnival, 
while the illusion was heightened by the gondolas plying swiftly and silently on 
the lake. Approaching the Concert Hall was a perfect avenue of lanterns: it was 
almost like a Japanese Feast of Lanterns ... No fewer than 5,000 fairy lamps and 
5,000 Chinese lanterns are employed in the illumination of the grounds.2' 

After the Exhibition 
In one respect the plan of the memorial to Dr. Cartwright was never completed. 

According to the terms of the competition, architects had to submit designs for the 
grounds adjacent to the hail, and Mr. Simpson intended to construct an elaborate 
classical bandstand in front of the hall where there are flower beds now. The whole of 
the land lying between the hail and the statue of Sir Titus Salt was to be set out for the 
purposes of the band, the position of the hail being adjusted so that the statue and the 
bandstand were in line with the central axis of the building.22 At that time the Salt 
statue, which had been removed from Market Street, stood near the Victor Road 
entrance to the park, alongside the carriage drive to the old hall. But delay in approving 
the final plans, rising costs, and fear that the new arrangements would cause congestion 
at busy times, were all factors that led to the postponement of Mr. Simpson's scheme 
and then to its abandonment. However, the revised layout, consisting of drives, 
carriageways and flower beds, has always provided a much admired setting for the hail. 

There is little in Lister Park to remind us of the 1904 Exhibition, but the levelled site 
of the Industrial Hail, now used as bowling greens, does at least give an idea of the size 
of the building; and the balustrade that stood in front of the hail is still there. The bridge 
across the lake remained until about 1930, but was then demolished because it was 
unsafe. The boathouse and the refreshment chalet, which was close to the present 
children's playground, both survived until the 1960s, when the chalet was destroyed by 
fire. Many people will remember the Roller Skating Rink on Manningham Lane, 
without perhaps knowing that it was formerly the Concert Hail, which, like the rest of 
the temporary buildings, had been sold by auction at the close of the Exhibition. 

Countless souvenirs of all kinds were sold during that summer of 1904, including 
thousands of postcards, most of which were produced locally, and many Bradford 
families, whether they are aware of it or not, may still have among their treasures a 
memento of Bradford's greatest exhibition. 

******* 

The Lister Statue 
Towards the end of 1870 it was decided to erect a statue of Samuel Cunliffe Lister 

(who became Baron Masham of Swinton in 1898) in the grounds of the park which the 
Corporation had recently purchased from him. The commission was given to Matthew 
Noble, a Yorkshire sculptor, for a fee of £1,000, which was defrayed by public 
subscription. The statue, which stands near the main entrance gates, was unveiled by 
the Rt. Hon. W.E. Forster, M.P. on 15 May 1875. 

Attention in recent years has focussed upon the bas-reliefs around the plinth, 
because one of them depicting a Nip Comb is known to have been replaced by a relief 
showing a Square Motion Comb. John Iredale suggests that the change may have been 
prompted by Lister's wish to establish himself as the author of the latter invention, a 
claim which had been long and angrily disputed by his former partner and rival 
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inventor, Isaac Holden. 23 The bitter public wrangle ended in 1886, when Sir Isaac, as he 
then was, allowed his case to rest without making any concessions. The new panel was 
probably inserted sometime between 1897, the time of his death, and 1904, when 
Cartwright Hall was opened. Lord Masham's rather late recognition of Dr. Cartwright 
as the originator of mechanical combing may have been his way ofattempting to lessen 
the effects of the controversy. 
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INCIDENTS IN THE LIVES OF 
ROBERT CARTWRIGHT AND JAMES BOARDMAN CARTWRIGHT 

Kenneth Baker 

I This sketch of the different careers of two men, father and son, who each served for 
a short period at a Bradford church early in the 19th. century, demonstrates the extent 
of movement which occurred at this time, both within Britain and further afield. Even 
more important it reveals some of the joys and tragedies which then, as now, formed 
part of human life. 

Robert Cartwright was born on 5 July 1771 at Wellington, Salop, and on 2 August 
was baptized at Christ Church. There are indications that he travelled in Eastern 
Europe before ordination as deacon in 1794, and, while living in Manchester, he 
married Mary Boardman, of Salford, on 16 May 1796 at the former Parish Church, now 
Manchester Cathedral. During the early years of the marriage, when the family lived at 
addresses in Manchester or nearby, six children were born, two of them at Shadow 
Moss, Cheshire, in 1802 and 1804, their baptisms taking place at Ringway Chapel, Hale, 
close to the site of the present Manchester Airport. In 1802 Cartwright matriculated 
at the University of Oxford and registered at St. Edmund Hall, but he did not take a 
degree. 

In 1806 Cartwright took up a curacy at the Parish Church of St. Peter, Bradford, 
arriving with his wife and young family, James Boardman, Robert, Anne, Elizabeth and 
Richard Cornelius, Mary van Zuylen having died in infancy. While in Bradford there 
were two additions to the family, Thomas and John, but Robert died on Christmas Eve, 
1807, at the age of nine. There is a detailed account of his death in a remarkable letter 
written on 25 February 1809 by his brother, James, at that time eleven years old. The 
letter appears in a pamphlet printed in 1809, which also contains an extract from the 
sermon preached by Mr. Cartwright after the death of his son.' 

There is little information about the activities of Robert Cartwright during his short 
stay in Bradford as an assistant to the Reverend John Crosse, under whose vicarship the 
Church was a vigorous evangelical centre. The registers indicate that he conducted 
more than 40 marriages, but this was only a small proportion of those at which his vicar 
officiated during the same period. In April 1809 Cartwright preached his last sermon in 
Bradford.2 

An invitation to go to New South Wales came from the Reverend Samuel Marsden, 
who, with his wife, arrived at Port Jackson, Sydney Bay, on 10 March 1794. Six years 
earlier, Captain Arthur Phillip had disembarked in the same bay with the first ship-load 
of convicts shortly after their arrival on 20 January 1788 in the nearby Botany Bay. Bom 
at Farsley, in the parish of Calverley, and baptized on 21 July 1765 at Calverley Church, 
Marsden looked in the direction of his home district when, during a visit to England in 
1807-9, he sought to recruit two additional chaplainsfor the colony.3 He secured the 
Reverend William Cowper, a curate in the parish of Rawdon, and the Reverend Robert 
Cartwright. The latter accepted the invitation apparently with some reluctance, 
understandably so, since the assignment was far from easy, given the origins of the 
colony. In the early stages the depressing and pitiable scene was dominated by prisons 
and barracks, and the problems related to the appalling social conditions continued 
well into the 19th. century. 
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( 16 ) 

AN HYMN 

Sung at BRADFORD Crnjncn, April 16th, 58o9. 

THE LAST TIME 

The Rev. ROBERT CARTWRIGHT preached, 
before he went as Chaplain to the Colony at 

New South Wales. 

With all thy power, 0 Lord, defend, 
Him whom we now to thee commend; 
Our faithful Minister secure, 
And make him to the end endure. 
Gird him with all sufficient grace; 
Give to his footsteps paths of peace; 
Thy truth and faithfulness fulfil; 
Preserve him, Lord, from every ill. 

Before his face protection send ; 
O love him, save him to the end: 
Nor let him as thy pilgrim rove, 
Without the convoy of thy love. 

Enlarge, inflame, and fill his heart; 
In him thy mighty power exert; 
That thousands yet unborn may praise 
The wonders of redeeming Grace. 

Praise God from whom all Blessings flow, &c. 

F I N I S. 

R. &dgwick, Printer, Bradford. 

From the pamphlet 'An account of the death of Master Cartwright etc.' (see P. 43 
notes I & 2) (By courtesy o/Brad/isrd Libraries and /nlisr,nalion Sen'ices) 
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Having accepted the invitation at the end of 1808, Cartwright made preparations for 
his departure. On 8 January 1809, he received from King George III a commission 
appointing him at an annual salary of240 as the third colonial chaplain in New South 
Wales. On 12 March, at Exeter, he was ordained priest. Then in April came the farewell 
service at Bradford Parish Church and finally departure with Marsden and his family 
from Cowes Road Docks on 28 August. According to a letter written by Marsden to 
Under-Secretary Cooke, Cartwright was to be accompanied by his wife, six children 
and two servants, and his baggage rpight amount to two or three tons. In fact only five 
children went out to Australia, James remaining in England. Fellow passengers on the 
Transport ship Ann included 198 convicts and a small contingent of soldiers due to 
serve in New South Wales. Voyaging via Rio de Janeiro, the ship reached Port Jackson 
on 27 February 1810, almost six months to the day after setting sail. 

II On arrival in Australia the Governor, Lachlan Macquarie, placed Cartwright as 
chaplain in the widely ranging Hawkesbury district focused on Windsor, where he 
remained until, at his own request, he was transferred at the end of 1819 to a newly 
constructed church in Liverpool. It was there that the family heard the tragic news of 
the arrest on Christmas Eve 1835 of Richard Cornelius Cartwright, who was charged 
with receiving on his farm at Windeilama, near Goulbum, 102 stolen sheep. On being 
found guilty he was sentenced, on 22 February 1836, to fourteen years transportation to 
Van Diemen's Land, now named Tasmania. The shock of this crime, for which his 
brother Thomas appears to have had, at the very least, a measure of responsibility, had 
disastrous consequences for the family. It appears to have hastened the mother's death, 
on 14 September 1837, at the age of 60, and it provided a setback to the father's career. 
After a period of uncertainty and serious ill-health, during which steps were actually 
taken for a return to the United Kingdom, Robert Cartwright finally went to the 
remoter rural areas in the southern part of the state. There, in an extended and sparsely 
populated region, he pursued the task for which, with his evangelistic talents, he was 
well equipped. Despite the earlier problems, he lived actively until his 86th year when, 
on 14 December 1856, he died at Goulburn. He was buried at Liverpool where his first 
wife, Mary, was buried in 1837. His second wife, Isabella (née Waddell), outlived him. 

People spoke well of Cartwright. Unlike Samuel Marsden, he showed a 
constructive concern for the well-being of the aborigines of Australia, whereas 
Marsden's missionary interests were confined to the Maori of New Zealand. W.J. 
Cable, at the end of his contribution on Cartwright to the Australian Dictionary of 
Biography, Vol. 1, 1788-1850, A.H., 1966, sums up his subject's characteristics: 

He retained a simple Evangelical faith, with a strong humanitarian and 
missionary sense. Since he avoided secular commitments, and ecclesiastical 
controversies, he played little part in public affairs. To him there seemed more 
important work to be done.3 

III We return now to the eldest son, James Boardman Cartwright, whom the family 
left in England. Born on 27 March 1797 at Dickinson Street, Manchester, he was 
baptized at St. Peter's, Moseley Street, a church which has now disappeared, but its 
name remains in the centrally placed St. Peter's Square. While the family was in 
Bradford, James wrote the revealing account of his brother's death in a letter to an 
uncle living in London. It described life at the beginning of the 19th. century in an 
evangelical family where frequent references to sin and hell, as well as heaven, entered 
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into conversation and into prayer; and it showed James himself to be a seriously 
minded boy with a very good command of English. Apparently William Wilberforce 
helped to persuade Robert of the educational advantages to be derived from leaving his 
son for schooling in England, and he continued to take an interest in the career of the 
young man. James was placed as a boarder in a Manchester school, and one cannot 
help but speculate whether the interest in the Jewish community, which absorbed 
more than half his life, arose from connections with a city in which there was already a 
strong Jewish element. It is evident that during his period at school, he kept in touch 
with the Bradford parish church in which his father had been a curate, for we find him 
acting as a witness at a marriage ceremony performed on 14 March 1813 by John Crosse. 

University of Cambridge records disclose that James Bordman (sic) Cartwright was 
admitted as a sizar, i.e. an undergraduate receiving a maintenance allowance from his 
college, at Queens' on 17 June 1816, and matriculation followed in the Michaelmas 
Term 1816. During his undergraduate career he had contact with the ministry of the 
Reverend Charles Simeon who, early in the 19th. century, purchased the patronage of 
the living of the Parish Church of St. Peter, Bradford, with the result that the Simeon 
Trustees remain as patrons of the Cathedral. In 1821 James Cartwright obtained the 
B.A. degree, followed by the award of the M.A. in 1824. He was ordained deacon in 1820 
and priest in 1821, in both cases in the diocese of Lincoln, and early curacies occurred in 
Butterwick and Fleet, both in Lincolnshire. 

In 1823 came Cartwright's appointment as the minister of Bierley (earlier Byerley) 
chapel, which had been erected in 1766 by Dr. Richard Richardson, of Bierley Hall, and 
opened for worship in the same year on St. John's Day, 27 December. This private 
chapel remained unconsecrated until 30 August 1824, when the ceremony was 
performed by the Most Reverend Ed. Vernon Harcourt, D.D., Archbishop of York. 
James Cartwright thus became the first minister in the newly consecrated church, but it 
was not until 1866 that the private chapel became the Parish Church of St John, 
Bierley. On 21 October 1825 James Cartwright married his cousin, Sophia Cartwright, 
at Christ Church, Wellington, Salop, returning for the ceremony to the birthplace of his 
father. While at Bierley he would be in natural contact with the Parish Church of St. 
Peter, Bradford, since the chapel was at that time in the parish of Bradford. On one 
occasion we find that he was officiating minister for a marriage at the church, and on 24 
May 1825, he conducted 15 baptisms there. In view of the next stage in his career, it is 
significant that he started at Bierley an andiiary association of the Society for 
Promoting Christianity among Jews. 

In 1826 James Cartwright was invited to become Secretary of the above-mentioned 
Society, so he resigned from Bierley in August 1826 to go to London, where he spent 
the rest of his life. He held the position in the society until 1841. From 1832 until his 
death on 8 February 1861, he was Minister of the Jewish Episcopalian Chapel at Bethnal 
Green, living at 1 Palestine Place, and from 1853 to 1859 he was Chaplain and Principal 
of the Hebrew College. While in London he paid at least two visits to Bradford Parish 
Church for we find his name twice in the Bookfor the names of strange preachers to be 
entered in. In each case, conforming to pattern, the entry is made by Cartwright himself, 
on 6 August 1843, when his licence to preach came from the Bishop of Lincoln, and on 
12 August 1849, when he was licensed by the Bishop of London. 

There is evidence that, at his succession of London homesJames Cartwright kept in 
touch with at least a few of his increasingly numerous relations in Australia. In 1826, 
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when the mother brought Mary, Robert Marsden and Jane Catherine to school in 
Britain, the two sisters went to the School for Clergymen's Daughters at Cowan Bridge, 
near Kirkby Lonsdale, Lancashire, and James, along with the elder Sister Anne, was 
named as their next of kin. The Church Missionary Society, which had made the 
arrangements for places at the school, paid the £14 per annum required for the 
education and accommodation of each girl. Cowan Bridge, of course, is the notorious 
school to which four of the Brontë children were admitted during the opening year, 
1824. In 1825, when they were all removed, a note in the register says that three 
children, including Maria and Elizabeth, 'left school in ill-health and died in a decline'.4 
There were many references to ill-health, and conditions do not seem to have 
improved much by the time Mary and Jane Cartwright were enrolled, for when Anne 
went to collect them in May 1828, after a stay of less than two years, both were affected 
by illness. Subsequently the two girls spent several months in London with James and 
Sophia while Anne arranged to resign from her post as governess with a Dutch family 
in Amsterdam. It was not until the beginning of January 1829 that Anne set out with her 
sisters on their return voyage to Australia. 

In 1842 Jane Catherine and her husband, Captain William Fowler, brought their 
seven-year-old daughter, Anne, who was a deaf mute, to London for possible 
treatment, making the home of James and Sophia the centre of activities. 
Unfortunately there were no hopes of a change in the child's physical condition, so Ann 
was enrolled as a day-pupil in a School for Deaf and Dumb Children, with 1 Palestine 
Place as her home. She responded well to this educational opportunity and proved to 
be 'a highly intelligent young lady' as shown by the letters to her parents during her 
years at school. A further source of joy during the visit to Britain was the birth of Jane 
Catherine's son, William, who was baptized in his uncle's chapel before the Fowler 
family set out for Australia on 10 June 1843, leaving 'their brave daughter' in London. 
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CARR HOUSE FARM AND ITS DOCUMENTS 

Cyril tlle(eal/e 

Further notes in the history of Shelf 
This farm, which can be seen from the Odsal-Halifax road (A6036), stands just 

beyond Shelf Parish Church. Some documents give the alternative name, Causey (or 
Causeway) Head Farm, suggested no doubt by the causeys or raised flags which still 
form the approach to it.' The boundary between Buttershaw, Bradford and Shelf is 
Blackshaw Beck, a stream mentioned in the farm's deed of 1600. 

The north side of the building, as seen from the main road, is substantial but 
undistinguished, whereas the south side has good mullioned windows and a splendid 
chimney stack. As in many 17th century buildings the corner stones are massive. A 
large barn, almost as big as the farm, stands at right angles to the main block. 

Until 1987 the farm was owned by Mr. Sam Jagger, who, like the building itself, gave 
an impression of sturdy independence. This family trait is well illustrated in a story told 
by Sam ofa contest in the early 1920s between his father and the agent of the Saviles, 
lords of the manor of Shelf for centuries. 

Sam's father bought Carr House Farm in 1921 from Michael Stocks of Upper 
Shibden Hall. A cluster of ash trees shielded the farm from the weather, as they still do, 
and for this protection Lord Savile claimed payment and sent his agent to collect the 
money. Angry words were exchanged, but Mr. Jagger refused to pay, even though, 
according to the agent, the previous owner had done so. The agent appeared a second 
time and young Sam, who was hiding in the barn, heard more threats and louder 
voices. Finally the agent played his trump card by offering to accept a flat payment of 
£25 to settle the matter once and for all. To his dismay Mr. Jagger disputed the right to 
demand a single penny and the agent retired in some confusion, threatening to have 
the ash trees cut down. Whatever kind of report the agent delivered to Lord Savile on 
his failed mission, no further action was taken, and the trees stand boldly as witnesses 
to a victory gained.2 

The farm documents 
During a conversation with Mr. Jagger, I learnt that he was the owner of a fine 

collection of deeds and indentures dating from 1600, many with seals and some in 
Latin, which I was allowed to examine. So the slow process of selection and 
transcription began. It came as no small surprise to find that an unpretentious 
farmstead like Carr House should possess a collection of records ofa kind more often 
associated with buildings such as High Bentley or Shelf Old Hall. For the purpose of 
this article I have chosen a representative selection from between (600 and 1794: there 
is  natural break in 1805, when a schedule of the previous documents was drawn up. 

5 October 1600 Forty acres of land to be enclosed 

This is an indenture made between the Rt. Hon. Gilbert, Earl of Shrewsbury,3 Sir 
George Savile of Thornhill and Edward Savile Esq., of the one part and John Midgley 
of Headley in Bradford Dale, yeoman, of the other part. It concerns 40 acres of land 

to be taken in and enclosed of the waste or common of Shelf.., in any place or 
places now lying open and not enclosed within these bounders following, that is 
to say between the water or brook dividing the township of Shelfand the parish 
of Bradford called Blackshaw Brook alias Howden Brook on the east and north 

44 



Can House Farm 

Indenture - S October 1600 

45 



part, the town or lordship of Northowram on the west part and the town or 
lordship of Hipperholme on the south part... 

Landowners were careful to guard their mineral rights and the Saviles retained the 
liberty 

for sinking, forming and making pits for digging and getting of the same, coals, 
and necessary, sufficient and reasonable ways and passages... to and from the 
said pits... 

For his part John Midgley had to make an immediate payment of L72 and an annual 
rental payment of 13s. 4d. 'by even portions' at the Feast of Pentecost and St. Martin the 
Bishop in winter.4 He also had to attend the Court Baron of Sir George Savile in the 
manor of Shelf. 

The Saviles were a powerful and wealthy family with homes at Rufford Abbey in 
Nottinghamshire and in London, although Thornhill Hall, near Dewsbury, was their 
chief residence during this period. Sir George Savile died in 1614 and there is a splendid 
monument to him, his wife Ann, and his son George, in Thornhill Parish Church. 
From 1639, at least, Shelf, as part of the huge manor of Wakefield, came under the 
jurisdiction of the Saviles, for in that year Thomas, Baron Pontefract, Viscount Savile, 
was granted office of high steward for life. In that year, too, John Midgley of Headley 
(probably the above John Midgley), was appointed deputy steward. The carving over 
the porch at Headley Hall, Thornton - JM 1604 - may also refer to him. This was the 
home of the family, who were lords of the manor of Thornton from about 1638 to 1715. 

9 April 1606 
After confirming John Midgley's title to the land this indenture describes the 

enclosures, as follows: 

acres roods perches 
Medley Field 3 1 0 
Nearer Howesclough or Rishebedd (at head of Medley 
Field) 1 2 0 
Lesser Brackonhill (or Lesser Brackonbedd) 7 0 0 
Greater Brackonbedd (on south side of Standege) 10 0 0 
The Meanfield 2 0 0 
Parcel of ground for Edmund Woodhead 2 0 0 

Robert Sunderland and others 7 0 0 
Gileshill 3 1 0 
Parcel south-west of Gileshill 1 3'/2 0 

* adjoining Coleygreen 0 0 6 
lands of Edward Slater of Wadehouse 1 0  

38 01/2 6 

Before specifying the individual parcels ofland, the deed gave the total area enclosed as 
39 acres 3 roods 6 perches, so the residue would amount to about 11/2 acres. As the map 
of Shelf shows, the two Brackenbeds were close to Blackshaw Beck, with Giles Hill not 
far away. This indicates how distant some of the enclosures were from Carr House. 

In addition to Wadehouse above, several of Shell's old halls and farmsteads, such as 
Dean House, Jaqueroyd, Low and High Bentley and Shelf Old Hall, were known to 
have been in existence at this time but Carr House Farm is not among them. It is not 
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mentioned in these documents until 8 March 1666, when John Smith became the 
tenant. A branch of the Bottomley family settled in Shelf during the early part of the 
18th century and Moses Bottomley (b. 1795) lived at Wade House. This branch of the 
family built a new part to the house and it was Moses, the worsted manufacturer, who 
also built Victoria Mills in 1839-40. 

8 March 1666 
This deed made between Robert Birkhead of Halifax and his son, John, of the one 

part, and John Smith, yeoman, of Revey, North Bierley of the other, is the first to 
mention Carrhouse, which was described as 

all that messuage or tenement with the appurtenances commonly called and 
known by the name of Carrhouse, and all and singular the houses, edifices, 
barns, buildings, folds, orchards, gardens, backsides, tofts, crofts, and thirteen 
closes of land, meadow or pasture... 

No acreage is given, but the names of the closes are: three Moor Closes, three Rough 
Closes, the Upper Swamps, the Lower Swamps, the Ing by the house, the Pitt Close, 
the Long Close, the Close before the door and the Croft above the laith, all of which 
were granted to John Smith for a payment of £360. 

The deed also mentions mines and pathways to mines. As may be seen from other 
documents in this collection, landlords and farmers, besides being concerned with 
agriculture and the management of land, also had a keen eye to what lay beneath their 
closes. The supplies of coal and ironstone mined in this area may have been small and 
not of first class quality, but the possession of mineral rights often made the owners 
self-sufficient. 

This document ends on a delightful note. John Smith, the new tenant, had to 
promise that he would 

peaceably and quietly permit and suffer Grace and Mary Birkhead, daughters of 
the said Robert Birkhead, to dwell remain and inhabit in one little house, parcel 
of the hereby granted premises now in the occupation of Susan 
Holdsworth.. for the term of seven years... under the yearly rent of one 
peppercorn yearly at the Feast of Christmas if the same be demanded. 

He also had to allow the two ladies the right to obtain all the coals they required from 
the Rough Close, 'at the pits therein now sunk', for the next seven years, the coals lobe 
loaded and delivered when needed. 

Although the tenant's name here is 'Smith', in later documents the spelling is 
'Smyth', and as scribes were not always consistent in these matters it is not 
unreasonable to assume that 'John Smith, yeoman' was a member of the Smyth family 
mentioned in the following Can House documents, perhaps John of Miryshaw, the 
father of John Smyth who bought the Heath estate. 

The Smyths of Miryshaw and Heath 
In Bradford Cathedral there is an impressive tablet to the memory ofJohn Smyth of 

Miryshaw (A), his wife and their ten children. Of these, John (B) was said by James 
Parker (Bradford Antiquary, pt. 8, 1903, p.352) to have lived at Revey Hill Top Farm, 
where he amassed a huge fortune as agriculturalist and woolstapler. In 1705 he built 
and endowed Slack End Charity School, and when it closed the endowment was 
transferred to the school founded by the Low Moor Company, later to become Holy 
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THE SMYFIIS OF MIRYSHAW AND HEATH 

Richard Smyth in. Margaret Hodgson 
d. 1656 

(A) John Smyth m. Isabel Wood 
d. 1686 

(1) (2) (3) 
(B) John Smyth in. Hannah Mary = Henrietta 

d. 1729 Harrison Wilton Metcalfe 

(C) John' Smyth (D) Richard Stmyth in. Anne Wheatley 
d. 1731 d. 1730 

(E) John Smyth m. Bridget 
d. 1771 Foxley 

(F) John Smyth in. Lady 
M.P., P.C. Georgiana 
d. 1811 Fitzroy 

Trinity Church School. In 1709 John (B) bought the Heath estate, near Wakefield, 
which eventually became the family seat. The inscription on the Smyth monument in 
Wakefield Cathedral says that he was born at Revey, near Bradford, and died in 1729, 
aged 76. 

John Smyth (C), the eldest son of John (B), witnessed the will of his brother, 
Richard, who died in 1730. John (E), who inherited the estates of his uncle John (C) 
bought, in 1768, Bradford Soke Mill, which remained in the family until 1869. John (F) 
conveyed Carr House Farm to John Stocks in 1776. (Note: Revey' is now Reevy and 
Mi,yshaw is Myra Shay.) 

10 April 1730 A precise and careful will 
This document is a copy of probate and will of Richard Smyth, gentleman, of 

Heath, near Wakefield, the Smyth family being important tenants of Carr House 
Farm.5 Richard, who died in 1730, ensured that all his debts and funeral expenses 
should be paid out of his estate, and left 'unto my dear wife an annuity of25 pounds but 
only so long as she shall continue my widow and no longer.' Further gifts to his wife 
included his chariot, a pair of mares, all the furniture in his best chamber, and 100 
pounds in cash. She was to be allowed to use half his plate and half his linen during her 
lifetime, but on her death they were to be returned to the estate, allowing for 
reasonable usage. The remainder of his possessions were bequeathed to his eldest son, 
John, when he reached the age of 21. 

Richard's executors were his brother, John, Thomas Edmunds of Wusper 
(Worsborough) and John Turner of Dewsbury. They were to supervise the 
guardianship and education of his four children, and their estates and fortunes. In a 
codicil, Richard re-emphasized that his wife should use the plate and linen only so long 
as she continued as his widow. He then relented by leaving his wife 'the gold which she 
useth' and all her rings, jewels, diamonds and attire. 
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2 May 1746 Wedding bells and a settlement 
A marriage had been arranged between John Smyth of Heath, Wakefield, and 

Bridget Foxley, only daughter of Benjamin Foxley, a London merchant. This 
document is a tripartite indenture, the three parties being John Smyth, Benjamin 
Foxley, and lawyers Harpham Green of Wakefield and Ayscough Fawkes of Lincoln's 
Inn, Middlesex. The bride brought a dowry of £4,000, part of which was to make 
provision for herself, should she survive her husband, and for any children of the 
marriage. John Smyth promised to reward his legal friends, Green and Fawkes, with 
estates and messuages, some of which were in Halifax township. Among many 
interesting items in this settlement was a sum of1,070 vested in the Aire and Calder 
Navigation, and an investment in engines and other works for supplying the town of 
Doncaster with water. 

John Smyth's grandfather, also called John, who bought the Heath estate in 1709, 
was a promoter of the Aire and Calder Navigation, with an investment of L500. He 
became a trustee of the Wakefield undertakers, with a holding of2,l40 in 1720.6 The 
investments mentioned in the above settlement were probably part of the stock 
inherited by the grandson through the estate of his uncle, inevitably called John, who 
was the eldest son of the first 'Squire of Heath'. 

2 May 1762 Of woods and underwoods, of mines and quarries and of lopping and 
manuring 

This indenture is between the foregoing John Smyth, now of Carr House Farm, 
and Moses Kellett, clothier, of Shelf, whereby the messuage, barn and outbuildings 
were leased to Moses for 21 years, on payment of an annual rent of £12. The lease 
included various closes, together with the 'intack lying in Shelf. John Smyth was to 
have access to all mines of coal, lead ore and clay, and to quarries of stone or slate, 
including passage-ways and rights of cartage. He also claimed access to 'all manner of 
timber woods and underwoods', and the right to convert into charcoal the said trees 
and woods. Moses must not 'lop, top, crop or cut any of the trees other than for 
repairing fences'. 

In those days Shelf had an abundance of woodlands, which were the envy of 
neighbouring townships. Timber was inconstant demand by farmers and builders, and 
the requirements of charcoal burners were also considerable. Close watch was kept on 
them lest they should burn more than their allocation of wood, and itinerant 'colliers' 
received short shrift when they outstayed their welcome. Licences to carry saws and 
hatchets were sparingly given by the old manor courts.7 

'Conservation' was not on everyone's lips in 1762, but landowners saw to it that the 
soil was replenished in accordance with the rules of good husbandry. Thus Moses 
Kellett was required to spread upon every acre ploughed and sown with corn or grain, 
twenty horse-loads of well-burned and unfallen lime, or twenty cart-loads of good 
manure, and, 

for the better husbandry he shall not take more than three crops for every such 
liming and manuring so it shall not be impoverished. 

This kind of stipulation was usual in many transfers of land. 

John Smyth insisted that three years before the termination of the lease, Moses 
should sow a sufficient number of hay seeds, but not clover, in all the ploughing 
ground, to lie for grass or pasture 'in a good and orderly way'. For every acre which 
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Moses should plough and sow with corn, grain or seed he must pay to John Smyth the 
yearly sum of Y5 over and above the rental. 

A final reminder to Moses was that he should yearly set and plant in the hedges and 
hedgerows young oak, ash or elm trees, and these trees should be preserved from any 
hurt or damage. 

21 September 1776 Liberties of pews and seats, and reservation of coal seams, with 
liberty to dig 

This is the conveyance of Carr House (otherwise Causey Head) Farm by the next 
John Smyth of Heath, to John Stocks, yeoman, of Shelf, in consideration of the 
payment oLf78O, whereupon John Stocks was granted 'all that messuage or farm of 
Carrhouse with barn and outbuildings and all those several closes of land, arable or 
meadow...' Compared with the 1666 document there are now fourteen closes, with 
reminders of only five ofthe old names: Laith Croft, Ing, Lower Swamp, Upper Swamp 
and Pit Field. The new ones are Carr Ing, Little two days work, Rhodes Field, Swamp 
Field, Six days work, Ridgefield, Leyfield, the rather strange 'Retchard' and Tenter 
Croft. The latter name indicates that more of the farmers' time was being devoted to 
cloth-making on a communal basis. The whole extent ofthe holding was now 37 acres 3 
roods and 39 perches. The document continues: 

together with waters and watercourses, with rights of common of pasture and 
turbary, moors, woods and underwood, and rights and liberties of pews and 
seats in Coley Chapel and in the parish church of Halifax, and reserving to John 
Smyth and his heirs all coals, mines, seams ofcoal whether opened or not in and 
under the said closes and lands with full liberty to dig or sink shafts and carry 
away the coal in carts and carriages. 

Although John Smyth reserved the right to all the coal under the closes he had no 
intention of working the seams himself, because by an indenture of the same date he 
sold the 'coals, mines, veins and seams of coal' to Edward Leedes for E280.8 As part of 
the bargain, Squire Leedes had to make 'reasonable satisfaction' to those who farmed 
the land for any damage he might do to their crops and pasture. He was also bound to 
fill in the mines and level the pit hills within a year after the coal-getting ceased. 

John Smyth owned another farm in Shelf called Upper Witchfield House, only a 
few hundred yards from Carr House. He leased this to John Sugden of Clayton in the 
same year, 1776. The closes are named and the same reference is made to liberties of 
pews in Coley and Halifax churches.9 

8 March 1794 A one year lease and a red rose 
This indenture between Jane Dyson of Wakefield, widow, only surviving sister and 

heir-at-law of Susanna Buxton, deceased, and John Stocks, collier, now of 
Northowram, provides that in consideration of the sum of five shillings being paid to 
herby Stocks, Jane Dyson has leased the farm 'commonly called or known by the name 
ofCarr house, otherwise Causeway Head, heretofore in the tenure.., of John Terry... 
but late in the occupation of John Priestley as tenant or farmer'. The lease also included 
rights of common and turbary, that is permission to cut peat and turves, but as usual 
coal-getting was forbidden. The acreage was the same as in 1776, with fourteen closes as 
before, except that 'Ridgefield' had become 'Bridgefield'. 

The document ends on a note which is strange to us, but most welcome after much 
tedious repetition. John Stocks must pay to Jane Dyson 'one Red Rose Rent only in the 
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time of Roses (only if the same shall be personally demanded)', the explanation being 
provided in the following clause, 'By force of the statute made for transferring of uses 
into possession'. The price of five shillings indicates that this was a lease for a year, and 
the token rent, a red rose (or sometimes a peppercorn), gave the purchaser immediate 
possession, although neither was ever likely to be demanded. At the same time, or 
shortly afterwards, a 'Release' would be drawn up conveying the property for ever, at 
the full purchase price. There is no document of this kind in the Carr House collection 
but it is registered at Wakefield, Registry of Deeds (Ref. DO 251-328). 

It was in 1794, too, that heavy industry invaded the quiet pastures of Shelf, for on 
March 13th and 14th the above John Stocks, and John Crawshaw of Sheffield, sold to 
Samuel Aydon of Wakefield and John Elwell of Sandal Magna 

all those four closes of land called Can House, or otherwise Causey Head in the 
township of Shelf.., commonly called by the names of 'The Two Rettard 
Closes', 'The Delf Close' and the 'Four Days Work', containing altogether 
seven acres,., in the tenure of John Terry, late in the occupation of John 
Priestley, which said lands were bought of John Smyth of Heath, near 
Wakefield, in 1776.'° 

On this land Samuel Aydon and John Elwell erected Shelf Foundry, which was bought 
out by the Low Moor Company in 1824. 

Conclusion 
The 'Schedule of Title Deeds' compiled on 14 October 1805 lists all the indentures 

linked with the holders of the estate and provides useful copies of probates and wills. 
Just before the schedule was made, on 6 July 1805, John and Michael Stocks issued a 
bond to James Baines of Halifax whereby the farm was mortgaged in the sum of 2.600. 
James Baines acknowledged receipt of the schedule and undertook to return it to the 
Stocks family on repayment of the mortgage, which was done in July 1812. 

The Can House documents continue the story which began with the first recorded 
reference to Sce!f and its single ploughland in the Domesday Book, They illustrate the 
process of winning land for arable farming and pasture from the bare moorland and 
waste, since 1600, which was the beginning of a more prosperous period. From then 
onwards there is evidence of careful farm management, with the exploitation of assets 
as diverse as coal, pasture, brushwood and church pews. 

Sadly, Sam Jagger died, aged 75, on 1 June 1987, but long before that he made all his 
documents available to me, with permission to use them for the purpose of this article. 
Can House Farm is in good hands, and unlike more famous buildings which have 
fallen into decay, it remains as a living part of the history of Shelf. 

Since my introductory article on Shelf in Third Series No.2 19861 have had a letter 
from one of our members, Mrs. Jean Booth, who told me that her family were among 
the many Scottish immigrants to Bradford. In 1910 her great-great-aunt and husband 
Robert Botterill, a coachman gardener, moved to Shelf from Bradford and rented a 
cottage with flower gardens at Berry Bottoms, Here Mrs. Botterill provided teas and 
refreshments for the weary mill-workers from Bradford, to whom a visit to Shelf and 
Judy Woods was a favourite week-end treat. I have also been contacted by descendants 
of two important Shelf families of the 18th and 19th centuries, the Sugdens and Listers. 
John Sugden, surgeon, commissioned the building of Shelf Windmill in 1789, while 
Joseph Lister was a township councillor during the period 1801-1842. 
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Finally, I wish to thank Miss Lilian Robinson for making many valuable 
suggestions during the preparation of this article. 
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A WIBSEY MEDICAL FAMILY 

Stella H. Carpenter 

Dr. James Threapland Henderson's death in 1936 brought to an end the long 
association of a family of medical men with the village of Wibsey. Indeed it is probable 
that the first doctor in the family practised in the locality before 1700, but establishing a 
direct line of ancestry is difficult because the parish registers for Holy Trinity Church, 
Low Moor (formerly known as Wibsey Chapel) are all missing for the period between 
1722 to 1744, as are the marriage registers between 1754 and 1781.' During those years 
the male line of the Threaplands appears to have died out, but in all probability the 
name was perpetuated on the female side upon a marriage into the Warburton family, 
just as, at a later date, Isabella Warburton called one of her sons - the above Dr. 
Henderson - James Threapland. 

An inscription on a gravestone in Holy Trinity churchyard reads: 

SAMUELIS THREAPLAND MD obit... 
die Aprilis Anno Domini 1707 Aetatis Suae 63 

JOSEPHI WARBURTON de WIBSEY qui nat-
urae debitum absolvit die Septembris vicesimo 
tertio A.D. 1801 Aetatis suae 80 

Also of JOHN WARBURTON the son of JAMES 
THREAPLAND AND SARAH WARBURTON who died 
August 111825 in the 9th year of his age 

ALSO of JAMES THREAPLAND WARBURTON son of 
the above who departed this life JANUARY 7 1859 
in the 44th year of his age 

While the use of one gravestone by two differently named families may not be 
accepted as proof of relationship, the introduction of 'Threapland' into the last two 
Warburton inscriptions points to a strong probability of family connections. Apart from 
the above Samuel Threapland, M.D., no other member of the family is known to have 
had a medical qualification, but James Threapland Warburton, who was baptized at 
Holy Trinity, on 28 November 1755, and whose father's name was Joseph, practised as 
an apothecary in Wibsey. Frequent use of these three names, together with the 
omission of the middle name, 'Threapland', makes it difficult to distinguish between 
the different branches of the Warburton family. In 1800, for example, four persons, at 
least, bore the three names, and more were to be christened in this way in the early part 
of the 19th century. 

It can be said with certainty, however, that James Threapland Warburton, baptized 
on 28 November 1755, became an apothecary because a notebook in which he recorded 
visits, to his patients, with accounts and prescriptions, survives. In fact the vellum 
covered book measuring about 7in. x 3m, seems first to have belonged to his elder 
brother, Edward, who wrote on the front inside cover: 

Edward Warburton Book 
Wibsey 

Near Bradford 
Yorkshire 

February 22nd. 1777 
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Edwd. Warburton 
Natus 

Aug 15 1751 

Then follows 

James Threapland Warburton 
October 14th. 1755 

When this you see 
Remember me 
and bear me in your mind 
What others say 
When I'm away 
Speak of me as you find. 

James seems to have been of a somewhat serious disposition, for on the rear cover in 
the same hand is 

James Threapland Warburton, Wibsey 

1786 Etatis Sue 30 

God is Omnipotent 
his Power no Creature 
can withstand 

T W Repent in Time 
before it be to(o) late 

What apparently happened is that Edward began to use the book in 1777 for 
'business purposes', but the entries take up only a few pages, with wide gaps between 
them. The first page (reversed) contains an account headed 'Bot. Deel for Drawers', 
below which James has written two prescriptions.2 On another page headed '1777 
Goods Sold' the writing is difficult to interpret, but 'Rosset' occurs several times, e.g., 
'Two Rossets to Pollards 29/-'and on 6 February 1777,'4 Rib' at 29/3 Brac of Plows - 
£517 0'. 'Rosset' is an unusual term, but in this instance it is likely to be 

a coarse homespun woollen cloth of reddish brown, grey or neutral colour, 
formerly used for the dress of peasants and country folk. (O.E.D.) 

The meaning is specially appropriate because Edward Warburton is recorded as a 
weaver at the time of the birth of his first child, a son, baptized James Threapland in 
1781. There are also two or three short accounts giving details of other aspects of 
Edward's activities, such as weights and measurements of warps, and one, '1777 John 
Ward, Weaver' has columns headed 'Gears' 'Slay' 'Sizing' and 'Weft'. 

One loose page headed 'Jno. Tordoff Dr. 1785' is devoted to needlework, but the 
writing here is probably James's and the date seems to bear this Out. It reads: 

Sarah working 4 days and a half 2s 3d. 
A shirt making 3d. 
A frock finishing 2s. 8d. 
Quilt, quilting and wool 6s. 2d. 
Martha slip making Is. 2d. .. .&c. 

These scattered jottings are interesting but they do not enable us to form a very 
coherent picture of the life and economy of the Warburton household. 
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One of James Warburton's entries heralds the start of a diary, but after a few 
comments on the weather and local events, the section, which begins in 1782, soon 
comes to an end. 

MEMORANDUMS 
May 4th. 1782 Mr. John Whitaker Apothecary 
of Bowling died greatly lamented and deservedly 
esteemed by all his acquaintance. 
Same year a most intense cold backwards Spring 
when the snow laid on the Southern hills at 
Old May Day and at New May Day nearly one 
half of the Oats at Wibsey were to sow - in 
about June the same year a Disorder prevailed 
in Most parts of Europe termed the Influenza 
whereof in some parts many died.. 

January 31st. 1783 
John Bolland died same year 
Malt sold at Three Pound a quarter and oat meal 
sold so high as 39 shillings per load, some as 
high as 40 shillings3 

The high price of corn was the source of much trouble, as the next entry shows. 

1783 On Whitsun Monday June 9th. 
The riot came to Wibsey and Bradford and sold 
Oat Meal at 30/- per load to the populace. 

Working people in northern parts relied greatly upon oatmeal, which they ate in a 
variety of forms, the flat oatcake (or havercake) being the most familiar to us now. John 
James refers to incidents such as the above in The History and Topography of Bradford. 

Riotous mobs, in 1783, assembled in Bradford and the neighbouring market-
towns, and demanded an immediate reduction of the high price of corn. On the 
market days, and at other times, they seized all the corn and meal on which they 
could lay their hands, and exposed it for sale at their own price.4 

It will be noticed that 'the riot' on June 9th was selling oatmeal at 9 or 10 shillings below 
the price at which it was offered previously. 

The last entry on this page is: 
On Thursday evening July 10th. 1783 a Most tremendous Storm ofThunderand 
lightning which began near Eleven o'clock at Night and Continued till near I 
o'clock next morning. 

August 16th. Two of the rioters, viz. Thomas Spencer and Mark Sattonstall were 
hanged on Beacon Hill near Halifax. 

Mr. Warburton does not say whether he attended this public spectacle, as many local 
people undoubtedly did. 

For some unknown reason, there is then an interval of five years before the next 
and final observation, which begins on a new page. 

The Autumn of 1788 was Mostly exceeding Dry Weather so that the water was 
so scarce that some people had to drive their cattle a great way to the water till 
the 15th. day of January. 

Perhaps '1788' was written by mistake for '1783'. 
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During the 18th century the population of England and Wales rose from about 5½ 
millions to 9 millions, a change due to a rather larger birth-rate and a much reduced 
death-rate. There were many reasons for this. On the whole, living conditions were 
improving: there was a general desire to help the poor and needy; and the agricultural 
revolution (in spite of riots) was making better food more widely available. Most 
important of all were the advances in medicine, about which G.M. Trevelyan says, 

The Physician, the Surgeon, the Apothecary and the unlicensed practitioner 
were all going forward apace in knowledge and in devoted service, especially to 
the poor, who had hitherto been horribly neglected.5 

So, thanks to an untidy notebook, we find Apothecary Warburton playing his part in 
the scheme of things. To us he may appear as an amateur practitioner dispensing 
homely remedies, but to the people of Wibsey he would be a person, perhaps a friend, 
to whom they could turn in times of domestic crisis, whether to set a broken arm or 
draw a tooth, and all for a relatively small charge, as the various entries show. Dates are 
not always given. 

Grace Sugden tooth 2d. 
Bleeding H. Priestley 2d. 
Febrifuge for 4 of the children at 8d. each. 
June 6th. Sowing your wife arm 6d. 
Jas. Nettleton Clystering etc. Is. 4d. 

Jas. Smith of More top. June 16th. 1788 
Setting your Son's Arm, Spirits etc. Is. 6d. 
17th. 18th. 19th. 20th. 21st. visits 2s. 7d. 

('A cow drink for Wm. Barraclough' indicates a bit of veterinary work, because the 
Bsrracloughs had a farm close to the Warburtons.) One great boon, of course, was that 
Mr. Warburton would have a supply of drugs not readily available in the village - 

things as diverse as sweating powders, worm pills and sassafras chips, for example. 

Frequent references to patients at the workhouse indicate the importance attached 
to this duty, as in 1787, when two or three pages are taken up by details of the visits. 
Elsewhere we notice that on 27 March 1788 there are prescriptions for Grace Sugden 
and Hannah Priestley, both in the workhouse, with four further visits in April; and 
against James Wilkinson's name there it 'A fumigation'. This seems to bear out 
Trevelyan's observation that the medical men of the day 'were all going forward.., in 
devoted service, especially to the poor'. 

The accounts show that Mr. Warburton treated patients in Horton, Rooley, 
Bankfoot, Clayton, Brownroyd, Slack Top and Wyke, as well as in Wibsey, so his 
practice covered a wide area. 

At least three children were born to the above James Warburton (from now on 
referred to as 'James Threapland Warburton I'), Sarah on 28 November 1792, James 
Threapland II on 17 February 1794 and William on 12 November 1798, and in all three 
baptismal entries the father's name is given as 'James Threapland Warburton of 
Wibsey, Apothecary'. The name of the mother of these children appears to be Mary, 
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who died on 7 February 1837, aged 81. She was therefore of a similar age to her 
husband, and their children were born when their parents were in their late thirties or 
early forties. 

James Threapland Warburton I died on 9 May 1820, aged 64, and was buried in 
Holy Trinity churchyard, his gravestone including the words 'of Wibsey, Surgeon'. His 
elder sister, Margaret, who was born on 10 August 1746, was buried on the same day as 
her brother, she having died on 8 May, and the joint funeral took place on 14 May. 

In due course James Threapland Warburton II followed his father's profession and 
in the 1851 Census is shown as having been a surgeon in general practice since before 
1815, that is at 21 years of age or under.6 It must be this Mr. Warburton who, in 1822, 
built the small terrace, complete with date stone, still to be seen next to the family 
house in the lower part of Wibsey village. He appears to have remained in practice until 
his death on 27 June 1856 (not 1857 as in Parker's Illustrated Ramblesfrom Hipperholme 
to Tong). Then, as Parker says, a monument to his memory was erected in Wibsey 
Congregational Chapel ground and was paid for by public subscription, such being the 
esteem in which he was held by patients, colleagues and friends. The same memorial 
stone on which details of his public life and his date of death are recorded bears the 
following further inscription: 

Henry Alfred Warburton MRCS LSA 
Eldest son of the aforesaid James Threapland Warburton 
Surgeon, Wibsey, Who died 23 January 1892 
aged 73 years. 

At first I could not find any record of the birth of Henry Alfred Warburton, and in 
addition it seemed strange that the eldest son should have been baptized without at 
least one of his father's Christian names, while, as I was to discover, a son born 5 
November 1826 was given the by now traditional names, James Threapland. Ultimately 
the baptismal entry at Bradford Parish Church was traced: '14 February 1819 Henry 
Alfred Bastow, son of Betty Bastow, spinster of Wibsey', and I found that the marriage 
of James Threapland Warburton II, Surgeon, and Betty Bastow, took place at the 
Parish Church some five years later, on 17 January 1824. Their daughter, Hannah, was 
baptized on 6 June that year and, after their son James, as mentioned above, two more 
daughters were born, Isabella (or Isobel), 11 February 1830 and Mary Ann, 12 February 
1834. 

It is difficult to account for the fact that James Threapland Warburton H did not 
marry the mother of his eldest son until some five years after the child's birth, when he 
was already 25 years of age and had been practising his profession for about five years. 
One possibility, of course, is that he was already married, but not to Betty Bastow, by 
whom he had five children. It may be that a 'first wife', if there was one, died young and 
childless, and that he was then free to marry the mother of his five-year-old son. 
Bradford Parish Church registers do indeed show two marriages of 'James Warburtons' 
around 1815. One took place on IS May 1815 to Sarah Hustler, the groom being a weaver 
who could not sign his name. The second took place on 17 April 1816, the bride's name 
being Martha Cawthra. She signed the register with a cross, but James Warburton, 
stated to be a weaver— the same occupation as the next entry on the same page on the 
same day - signed his name quite clearly. This signature is not unlike that of 'James 
Warburton, Surgeon' (n.h. 'Threapland' is not included) when he married Betty 
Bastow on 17 January 1824. I was, however, unable to trace the death of a Martha 

57 



Warburton around 1823-24, although any such death and burial may have taken place 
outside the Bradford area. 

According to the records of the Society of Apothecaries in London, neither James 
Threapland Warburton the first, nor the second, were registered as members, but their 
training may have been obtained through local experience, with a certain amount of 
self-help. Dr. Henry Alfred Warburton's qualifications, however, are in no doubt. The 
General Medical Council records state that he gained his MRCS in 1845 and the LSA 
on 15 July 1847. He was registered with the Council on 1 January 1859, immediately 
after the establishment of the Council. 

When James Threapland Warburton II died in 1856, the will he left referred to his 
son as Henry Bairstow Warburton. Some seven years later a memorial was registered at 
Wakefield, on 24 April 1863, regarding the will dated 9 January 1854. This memorial 
states that one of the devisees, 'Henry Alfred Warburton aforesaid Surgeon' was called 
in the will 'Henry Bairstow Warburton'. Note that the spelling is 'Bairstow', not 
'Bastow', the maiden name of Henry Alfred's mother. 

In Illustrated Rambles Parker writes: 

The Warburtons came of an old family, who originally came from Cambridge to 
Park House, Low Moor, early in the 17th century, and while located there 
intermarried with the Threaplands, a family who had been also connected with 
the medical profession... In 1753, the Warburtons purchased some land at 
Wibsey, and erected the house which has been occupied by members of the 
family up to their death, and it was there that they carried on the medical 
profession uninterruptedly for over 160 years.7 

The Low Moor Company's map of 1811 does not indicate distinctly the ownership 
of the particular piece of land where the Warburton house stands, but in the Land Tax 
Records of 1784, 1787 and 1788, 'Jo Warburton' is stated to be the owner-occupier, 
paying 4/- per annum. By the time of the Tithe Map of 1840, four parcels of land and the 
family house are clearly shown as owned and occupied by James Warburton. Like his 
father and his great-grandfather, Joseph, Henry Alfred Warburton continued the 
building tradition, for in his will dated 21 March 1891 he leaves to his sister, Mary Ann 
Webster, 'the house recently built by me and converted from part of... the house', and 
indeed signs of substantial alterations to the property can be discerned externally. He 
also left to Mary Ann and his other sister, Isabella Henderson, cottages in the vicinity of 
the family home and in Knights Fold, Great Horton. His nephew, Dr. James 
Threapland Henderson, was to have the use of the dwelling house and surgery 'during 
his life'. Dr. Warburton's brother, James Threapland III (bom 5 November 1826) was 
also to continue to have the use of a cottage at Wibsey plus 'an Annuity of78 during 
his life'. He is variously recorded as a farmer, a dentist and a coachman. 

Dr. H. A. Warburton's estate for probate purposes amounted to the not 
inconsiderable sum of £15,084. He left no direct heirs, though a daughter, Sarah 
Elizabeth, was bom on 28 March 1859, and was baptized on 30 March at the 
Congregational Chapel, Wibsey, but the immediacy of the baptism suggests that the 
baby did not live very long, and she does not appear on any Census returns. 
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So the name of this old medical family of Wibsey finally came to rest in James 
Threapland Henderson, who carried the baptismal names first given over a hundred 
years earlier. It is both significant and appropriate that his younger brother should be 
named Henry Alfred Warburton Henderson. Their mother was, of course, Dr. 
Warburlon's sister, Isabella, who married Christopher Henderson, a pharmacist with a 
shop just a stone's throw from the surgery. The chemist's shop was later handed over to 
their second son Henry A.W. Henderson (known as 'Harry') who, like his father, was a 
qualified M.P.S. 

When Dr. J.T. Henderson died in 1936 the following announcement appeared in 
the Bradford Telegraph & Argus: 

On October 10 1936 of Low Croft, Holroyd Hill, Wibsey, 
Dr. James Threapland Henderson MRCS, the beloved husband 
of the late Isabell Henderson, aged 76. 

from which it appears that there were no children, or at least no surviving children. No 
other relatives are mentioned, though some were known to have been living in other 
parts of the country. 

Although the available information about the Threapland Warburtons is often 
fragmentary, it provides us with an interesting glimpse of four apothecaries and doctors 
whose lives covered important years of change, from a time when Wibsey was an 
isolated village on the southern hillside of Bradford-dale, to the early part of the 20th 
century, when it had become a desirable suburb of a large city. 
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no 'parish of Wibsey'. 

2. Dee!, or deela, is a teem often used in accounts of around this period. The same as deal and described us 'a 
plank of fir at lust 7 inches wide'. 

3. It is interesting to note that although this country adopted the Gregorian calendar ('New Style') in 1752, 
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THE WARBURTONS OF WIBSEY 

(I) Joseph Warburton in Sarah 
1721 d 25 Dec. 1803 

d 23 Sept. 1801 aged 77 

aged  80 I 

Mar'garet Edvard (2) Jawed Threapland I nt Mary 
b 10 Aug. 1746 b (8 Aug. 1751 b 17 Oct. 1755 d 7 Feb. 1837 
d 8 May 1820 d tO ApI. 1820 d 9 May 1820 aged 81 
aged 74 aged 68 aged 64 

(4) James Threapland It m Betty BasLow 
h17 Feb. 1794 17 Jan b 
d 27 Jane 1856 1824 d 29 Jan. lOOt 
aged 62 t aged 88 

(6) Henry Alfred no Sarah Mitchell 
(born Bastow) b 3 Oct. 1819 
b 14 Feb. 1819 d 6 Oct. 1895 
23 Jan. 1892 aged 76 
aged 73 

Sarah Elizabeth 
28 Mar. 1859 

d 7 1059 

(5) James Threapland IH Isabella m Chnsiopher Mary Ann 
b 5 Nov. 1826 b It Feb. 1830 Henderson b 1834 

d 3 Nov. 1915 
aged 85 

Hannah 
b 6 urLe 1824 
d 25 ApI. 1875 
aged 5) (7) James Threapland Henry Alfred Warburton 

(Henderson) (Henderson) 
d (0 Oct. 1936 b 7 1865 

aged 76 d 1930 

NOTES 
I JOSEPH - probably bought land in 1753 and built the house that was occupied by members of the family 

for nearly 200 years. (p. 

2. JAMES THREAPLAND I - the apothecary and principal writer in the vellum notebook. 

3. EDWARD - elder brother of the above and probably the original owner of the notebook. Recorded as 
'weaver, woolstapter, woolcomberand coat stayman'. (Baptismal registers of Holy Trinity, Low 
Moor). 

4 JAMES THREAPLAND It - Builder of the terrace of cottages dated 1822. In practice as an apothecary 
'before 1815' and the 'surgeon' to whom the memorial was raised by public subscription. 

5. JAMES THREAPLAND III - 'farmer, dentist and coachman'. 

6. HENRY ALFRED - M.R.C.S., L.S.A. died without descendants. 

7. JAMES THREAPLAND HENDERSON - nephew of Henry Alfred. Gave the notebook to Boiling Halt 
Museum in 1928. 
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THE MASONS ARMS 
A Study of a Bradford Beerhouse 

Paul Jennings 

A hundred years ago the Masons Aims in Stott Hill closed its doors for the last time, 
to be demolished for street improvements. The photograph reproduced here, taken 
not long before the end, is a rare and evocative reminder ofan institution which was so 
essential a feature of Victorian life, the public house. However, in his discussion of 
leisure pursuits in Bradford, David Russell noted, with considerable understatement: 
'...the social history of the public house is not yet fully explored'.' This article forms 
part of a continuing endeavour to set matters right. Using the Masons Arms as a case 
study, I shall attempt to throw some light on various aspects of what is proving to be an 
extensive and fascinating project: the history of the public house in 19th. century 
Bradford. 

The Masons Arms was a beerhouse situated in Stott Hill at the top of the parish 
churchyard. It came into existence, like many others, through the Act of Parliament of 
1830 which provided that, 'for the better supplying of the public with beer in England', 
any householder assessed to the poor rate could obtain from the Excise fora fee of two 
guineas, a licence allowing him to sell beer in his own home for consumption on or off 
the premises.2 It was no longer necessary first to obtain a licence from the justices, as 
public houses selling all types of drink were still required to do. The Act aimed to curb 
the excessive working-class drinking of spirits by encouraging the consumption of beer, 
which was regarded as more wholesome and less conducive to drunkenness and 
disorder. Nationally, within six months of the Act coming into effect, over 24,000 
people took advantage of the business opportunity which it offered, and within seven 
years there were over a hundred beerhouses in Bradford.3 By 1860 there were 270, 
compared with 139 fully licensed houses, and. eight years later, just before the 
reintroduction of magistrates' control, the figure had risen to over 400, while the 
number of full licences was almost unchanged at 141.4 

Robert Feamley, one of the six children of Samuel and Elizabeth Fearnley, 
converted part of his property in Stott Hill into a beerhouse, in 1845. Elizabeth had 
inherited the property from her father, Robert Ward, who was the parish clerk. Her 
husband, Samuel, a stonemason, had built further houses on the land, making a total of 
eight and, on Elizabeth's death in 1835, the property was divided between her children-6 
Robert followed his father's trade and continued to work as a stonemason after setting 
up the beerhouse, as the 1851 Census shows. The practice of following another 
occupation seems to have been quite common among beerhouse keepers. His wife, 
Hannah, probably played a major role in running the business, which would include 
brewing the beer. The name, Masons Arms, reflects not only Robert's trade, but that of 
several residents of the district, including other members of the Feamley family. 

Robert died in November 1860, but earlier, in February 1859, the beerhouse had 
been let to a man called Shaw Deighton, a currier of leather. His wife, Jane, also 
probably shared the work of running the business, and in addition they employed a 
servant, Mary Hutton. While Deighton was still the tenant, the whole property was sold 
by the executors of Fearnley's will, partly to pay off an outstanding mortgage, to Henry 
and Richard Priestley, a woolsorter and a butcher respectively, for £855. The beerhouse 
then comprised four out of the original eight houses, and Henry took over the 
management. Deighton moved only a short distance away, to the Church Hill Tavern, 
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just around the corner from Stott Hill. (The public house of that name is now on the 
opposite side of Church Bank.) 

Within two years, in October 1866, the Priestleys sold the property for £985, to 
Anthony Mitchell, who had been the tenant since August 1865. Mitchell had been a 
brewer and ostler before taking the Masons Arms at the age of about 28, and his 
previous experience probably explains why he continued to brew his own beer when 
other landlords were obtaining their supplies from the growing number of common 
brewers in the area. In 1869, of the 255 beerhouses in the Bradford Soke (that is within 
two miles of the Queens Mill in Mill Bank, and in the Manor of Bradford), 106 were 
listed as being supplied by a specific brewery, and a further 53 as selling only, no 
supplier being mentioned.7 The beerhouse-brewer was nearing extinction, for in the 
entire Bradford Excise collection area in 1894,just four remained out of a total of 832.8 
Like the Deightons before them, and in common with most beerhouse keepers, the 
Mitchells employed a servant, according to the Census of 1871 an 18-year-old woman. 
They also had a 'nurse', aged only 12, to look after their three young children. Mitchell 
describes himself solely as a publican, probably reflecting the enhanced standing of the 
business, since by this time he was permitted to sell wine (under legislation of 1860) and 
was also licensed for music. 

The public house was far more than simply a drinking place. Food was usually 
available, and people would sometimes take their own food and have it cooked 
on the premises. Some publicans offered board and lodging, as,indeed, many ordinary 
households did in those days. Entertainment was often provided by singers and 
instrumentalists, but the traditional games of darts and dominoes were played then, as 
they are now. When meeting rooms were scarce, public houses offered a warm 
welcome to all kinds of organizations, from friendly societies and sporting clubs to 
trade unions and political groups. We know that the Masons Arms was used as a 
committee room by the supporters of Henry Ripley throughout the infamous election 
of 1868. During that campaign the charwoman, Jane Rankin, helped to draw the beer, a 
great deal of which was described as going into the committee room, and on polling 
day, which began at 5 am., ham sandwiches and coffee were also available.9 

From the beginning, beerhouses had been attacked, both nationally and locally, as 
being the haunts of thieves and prostitutes and the promoters of drunkenness. In 
response to such criticism, efforts were made, by means of further legislation, to curb 
any increase in their numbers. In Bradford the magistrates had also resisted attempts to 
extend the opening hours of beerhouses so as to bring them into line with licensed 
premises. As it was, they were allowed to open on weekdays from 4a.m. to 10 p.m., and 
all day on Sundays, except during the hours of divine service. Not until 1869, however, 
was the Act passed which reintroduced the requirement of a justices' licence, a law 
which had a dramatic effect upon beerhouses.'° At the annual Brewster Sessions for the 
general renewing and issuing of licences, in August of that year, thejustices carried out 
the Act, in the words of the local paper 'in its spirit and intent', by refusing a licence to 
some 60 beerhouses." Although the police records describe the character of Mitchell's 
house as 'indifferent' (the alternatives being simply 'good' or 'bad'), he was 
nevertheless granted a licence. The Stott Hill Tavern on the other side of the street was 
not so fortunate. Joseph Banks, the landlord, was refused on the grounds that 
prostitutes, thieves and beggars, and people from the nearby Old Hall, once a fine 
residence, but then a dubious lodging house known as 'Cadgers' Home', regularly went 
there. 12 
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Mitchell died, aged only 36, in September 1874. His wife, Isabella, later married 
James Wooller, who joined her at the Masons Arms in February 1876. He left her, 
however, after three years, for in January 1879 she obtained an order of the Borough 
Court against him under the Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857, to protect 
her earnings and property, since he had deserted her without cause. She was not left 
alone though, as the Census of 1881 reveals a sizeable household. There was Isabella 
herself, described as a publican; six children, only the eldest of whom, William, an 
accountant's apprentice, was employed; her mother; a lodger, and a servant, 17-year-
old Mary Smith from Knaresborough. 

It was Isabella and William who were soon to sell the property, because in 1873 the 
Corporation had obtained Parliamentary authorization for a number of street 
improvements, including the widening of Stott Hill.'3 Under this Act it purchased the 
whole of the Masons Anna property, that is the original eight houses, for2,350, a sum 
which included all claims for trade compensation, as well as furniture, fixtures and 
fittings. Demolition did not take place immediately however. Instead, the Corporation 
leased the public house to Isabella for £94 a year, under the usual terms for such an 
arrangement These consisted of quarterly payments, and an undertaking that the 
tenant would 'conduct the said inn in a proper manner conformable to all local and 
general laws'. If the licence were lost or endorsed for any misconduct, then that 
amounted to notice to quit. In addition to this information the tenancy agreement 
contained a most interesting inventory of contents.'4 

The beerhouse itself consisted simply of two rooms, served from a small bar. 
Entrance from the street was through double glass doors into a passage lit by a fancy gas 
bracket and globe. There was a five-pump beer engine at the bar-counter, beneath and 
behind which was shelving for glassware and other utensils, among which were: 
60 tumblers 17 wine glasses 21 pint pots 
6 quart jugs 2 gallon jugs 2 V2 gallon jugs 
6 pewter measures 1 cut glass decanter I filter 
2 funnels 2 beer cans 3 trays 

a three-stand cigar holder 

In the bar parlour, which was partitioned off, there was seating around the room 
and, in addition, eight stools, a form, five tables and nine spittoons. The walls were 
bare, apart from two pictures and a large mirror, but there were venetian blinds at the 
windows. The rooms were lit by gas. Although the parlour was usually the most 
comfortable room in a public house (the 'best room'), at the Masons Arms the tap 
room was similarly furnished. In addition to wall-seating there was a form and two 
tables. Seven pictures, a pair of buffalo horns and a dartboard adorned the walls, and in 
an age of clay pipes and cheap tobacco the tap room was supplied with twelve spittoons 
as a safeguard against 'random expectoration'. 

The Masons Arms was probably typical of the small beerhouse of its day, for as the 
clerk to the licensing justices later commented in his evidence to the Royal 
Commission on Liquor Licensing Laws, 'many of them were simply old cottages which 
never were fitted for the purpose of a public house of any kind'.'5 The drinkers on Stott 
Hill were clearly not deterred by the hazard presented by the church's overcrowded 
burial ground, which had been repeatedly condemned as a danger to public health. 

Another item in the inventory was the brewhouse, fully equipped, suggesting that 
Isabella continued to brew until the end. But brewers were gradually taking over, either 
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by leasing or buying businesses outright. By 1890, 183 Out of a total of 501 licences in 
Bradford w2re owned by brewers, the three largest being Whittaker's with 44, WaIler's 
with 40 and Hammond's with 37. The owner-publican had become so rare that only 
eight were left.'6 

Isabella's brief tenancy ended in 1888 when the Masons Arms closed and was 
demolished, a fate which has overtaken numerous old public houses. Most recently the 
construction ofan inner ring road extension has caused the loss ofthe Great Northern, 
Wakefield Road and the former Flying Dutchman in Leeds Road, which were both 
beerhouses originally. Perhaps more serious from a historical and architectural point of 
view was the demolition ofthe Junction Inn at the bottom of Leeds Road. All the more 
surprising then is the fact that amid a succession of upheavals in the city centre the 
Jacob's Well has stood its ground, being one of only three of Bradford's surviving 
beerhouses dating from 1830, the year of the Act which brought them into being.'7 

The end ofthe Masons Arms was not the end of Isabella. In October 1892 she took 
over the Church Hill Tavern, where she remained until October 1909, but she had then 
given up brewing because, in July 1891, Tordoff's Brewery of Thornton Road became 
the owners.'8 The Church Hill (after a period of confusion with Churchill, the man), 
perpetuates one former beerhouse, but a photograph is the only visible reminder ofthe 
Masons Arms. 
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OCCUPATIONS IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY BRADFORD 

Elvira Willmotf 

At the beginning of the 18th century Bradford was a small market town with a 
population ofjust over a thousand, or twice that number if the neighbouring townships 
of Bowling, Horton and Manningham were included. During much of the century it 
was a self-contained, fairly isolated place, in which nearly everyone knew everyone 
else, a fact that clearly emerges from the Examinations in the Quarter Sessions records, 
where few wrongdoers escaped identification. But Bradford also made contact with the 
wider world through wool buyers who went into Leicestershire and Lincolnshire; and 
when Ivebridge required repair in 1741 it was described as 'standing in a great high road 
between London and Kendall'.' In October 1745 the church bells rang out to welcome a 
regiment of Royal Scots as it marched through the town,2 showing that Bradford was 
not left entirely unaware that great national events were taking place. Communications 
were greatly improved by turnpike roads, by means of which Bradford had been linked 
with other Yorkshire towns since 1734, and the Bradford Canal, opened in 1774, 
brought traffic from the great waterways to its door. By the time of the first census in 
1801 the four townships combined had a population of 13,264. 

Information about male occupations during much of the century can be obtained 
from the Bradford baptism registers, which show fathers' occupations from March 1713 
until the early 1740s, starting again in March 1775.3 The details given indicate the 
general trend of employment and in almost all cases the township in which a man lived 
is recorded. References to occupations in such sources as Quarter Sessions records, 
deeds and wills, are sparse, and there are no Corporation records until 1847, when 
Bradford received its Charter. Unfortunately very few of the earlier township records 
have survived. In this survey four seven-year periods have been examined, using 
baptism registers from 1714 to 1720, 1734 to 1740, and 1775 to 1781, and marriage 
registers from 1754 to 1760. 

The rise of Nonconformity in the area during the 18th century meant that some 
children would not have been baptized at the parish church, although from 1714 to 1720 
the number was probably very low. The Presbyterian chapel in Chapel Lane was built 
in 1717, at about the same time as the first Quaker meeting house in Goodman's End, 
where ten children were baptized. Small Baptist groups met in Heaton and Rawdon, 
but it was not until 1753 that a church was officially formed in Bradford, with meetings 
at the Cockpit. In 1743 the Vicar of Bradford estimated that a sixth of the parish were 
Dissenters, that is Quakers, Presbyterians and Baptists,4 so that proportion of baptisms 
(about 17%) can be expected to be missing from the sample between 1734 to 1740. 

As we have said, for the period from 1754 to 1760 marriage registers have been used. 
Hardwicke's Marriage Act of 1753 specified that all marriages, except those of Jews or 
Quakers, should take place at the parish church of one of the parties, although in 
practice some Roman Catholics refused to be married in Anglican churches. In neither 
the Archbishop's Visitation of 1743 nor that of 17645 are there are references to the 
presence of Jews or Roman Catholics in Bradford, and although there were some 
Quakers their numbers were not large. However, some marriages must have been 
celebrated in the parish of a non-Bradford bride. Between 1754 and 1760 there were 85 
marriages of non-Bradford men to Bradford brides recorded in the Bradford marriage 
registers, so a similar number of Bradford men might be expected to have married 
outside the parish, of whom about a third may have been from Bradford, Bowling, 

67 



Horton and Manningham. Thus about 28 (8%) of marriages might be missing from the 
sample. By 1775 the number of Dissenters had increased, because at the Visitation 
eleven years earlier it was said that there were 1811 such families in the part of the parish 
not covered by the chapels-of-ease, of whom 103 were Methodists, 187 Presbyterians, 
171 Baptists, 32 Quakers and 4 Moravians. Excluding the Methodists (whose children 
may have been baptized at the parish church) 394 (22%) were unlikely to have 
conformed. By the 1770s this proportion had probably increased to at least 25°/s. 

Thus the data for 1714 to 1720 are almost complete, white those for 1734 to 1740 Omit 
about 17% of possible occupational information, those for 1754 to 1760 about 8% and 
those for 1775 to 1781 about 25%. It is not possible to establish that the occupations and 
the proportions in which they were followed were the same in the missing baptisms and 
marriages but there is no reason to suppose that they would have been different. 

Information has been collected only for men from the townships of Bradford, 
Bowling, Horton and Manningham which were to form the borough of Bradford in 
1847. All their marriages have been used as it is unlikely that many men would marry 
more than once in seven years. Men having children baptized should appear only once 
in each set of years as second and successive entries for men with the same name and 
occupation have not been taken account of. However, if the same name appears twice 
with different occupations it has been counted twice, unless the occupations are 
virtually identical, e.g. cordwainer and shoemaker. If the same name and occupation 
appears in more than one township it is counted more than once. There are very few 
occasions when no occupation is given. It is important to note that the name of the 
mother, which would help to distinguish men with the same name, is never given in the 
Bradford registers of these dates. Men whose names are taken from the marriage 
registers were more likely to have been younger than those already married and 
presenting children for baptism, and this might affect the occupations they followed. It 
should also be realized that rootless or very young men will probably not appear in 
either set of figures as they were unlikely to marry and raise families. (Baptism entries 
for children born out of wedlock nearly always give the mother's name only but not her 
occupation). Men who did not marry or have their children baptized are also missing 
from the returns. There is a small possibility that some men will appear more than 
once, perhaps having children baptized in different periods, or marrying in one period 
and having a child baptized in another. No attempt has been made to find such men 
and exclude them. 

A man's occupation does not necessarily show his place in the economy or in 
society: a tanner, for instance, might own a considerable business or be a poverty 
stricken employee. Nor do the registers throw any light on occupations followed by 
women and children, or the dual occupations of some men. Much of the spinning was 
done by women and children, and many men shown as clothiers or weavers would 
probably be engaged in subsistence farming too. 

The occupational categories are those used by May Pickles in an article on mid-
Wharfedale in the 18th century. Mrs. Pickles, who used parish registers as one of her 
major sources, covered the dale from Conistone down to Otley, giving the figures for 
Otley separately.6 Otley, like Bradford, was the centre of a large rural parish. Their 
populations were roughly the same and both towns were about nine miles from Leeds. 
The categories are land, landless labour, coalmining (replacing Otley's leadmining), 
textiles, clothing and footwear, food and drink, building, minor trades and industries, 
services, professions, gentry, servants and militia. 
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The proportion of men employed in agriculture (shown in the registers mainly as 
yeomen, farmers or husbandmen) was low, although, as might be expected, slightly 
higher outside Bradford. The figures for Bradford remain more or less constant 
between 1°/s and 3%, and those for the other townships rise from 3% to 6%. These 
percentages have been obtained from a small number of men and may be subject to 
distortion on that account, but as they are consistently low for all the townships it is 
likely that they indicate the true position. In a survey of the West Riding published in 
1794 the authors said that adjacent to the manufacturing towns most of the land was 
occupied by people 'who do not consider farming as a business, but regard it only as a 
matter of convenience'.7 Such men did little more than keep cows for milk and horses 
for carrying goods to market. 

It is impossible to say how many of those recorded as landless labour (usually 
shown in the registers as labourers) were in fact working on the land, or how many men 
shown, for example, as clothiers, were also concerned with agriculture. But even if the 
total land and landless labour categories are combined, only at the beginning of the 
century do they exceed 25% of the sample, dropping from 27°/s to 8°/s in the middle and 
later sections of the century. The figures for Bradford alone show the position of 
agriculture as an employer of labour more clearly: when combined, the two categories 
never rise above 17%. 

Most of the land in the four townships is between 300 and 600 feet above sea level, 
and because of poor soil and an unco-operative climate agriculture has always been 
difficult. From early times this must have limited the size of the population that could 
be supported. Growing specialization and improved transport, however, made it 
possible to obtain produce from other places, such as the Vale of York. 

Coalmining, which was not a large occupation, was concentrated in Bowling, where 
by the late 1770s it provided employment for 13% of the sample examined. There were 
some miners in Bradford and Horton but hardly any in Manningham. Some men with 
other occupations, especially those who owned land, had connections with mining. 
The will of Jeremy Thornton of Horton, woolcomber, for example, refers to a close in 
Bowling owned by him and including 'coals, mines, veins and quarries of coal'.8 

The presence of coal in the area was to have considerable significance when steam 
was introduced and coal became an industrial fuel, supplies of which could be cheaply 
transported by barge after the opening of the Bradford Canal in 1774. The preamble to 
the Keighley Wakefield Turnpike Act of 1753 refers to heavy carriages, laden with 
coals, using the roads in the Bowling area,° but until about 1775 coal seems to have been 
mined on fairly small scale for use mainly as a domestic fuel. 

Textiles predominate nearly all the time in Bradford and Manningham and in the 
other two townships for all periods except the first. Initially the percentages are similar: 
25% in early Hanoverian Bradford and 28% in the townships combined, but in 1734 to 
1740 Bradford has 28% and the others 50%. As the century progresses the trend 
continues, until by the final period, the late 1770s, Bradford has 47°/s and the other 
townships have 73% Bradford thus remains a town with over half its male population 
engaged in non-textile occupations at all times. Such a result, showing a more 
diversified occupational structure, is consistent with Bradford's position as a market 
town and the centre of a large and scattered parish. Of course some of its other 
occupations, such as those of carriers and tailors, were connected with textiles, and 
these figures necessarily exclude all reference to women and children, whose spinning 
must have contributed considerably to the local economy. 
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As the proportion of textile workers increases there is a change from woollen to 
worsted production, a change more marked in the other townships than in Bradford. 
This change has been identified by noting the actual occupations mentioned in the 
parish registers. Some, such as woolsorter and shuttlemaker, were common to both 
types of production, but others indicate which branch was being followed. Clothiers, 
clothmakers, feltmakers, clothdressers, a wool dresser, a cloth presser and cardmakers 
have been regarded as producing woollens, while weavers, (wool)combers, 
stuffmakers, piecemakers, worsted men, combmakers, merchants and woolstaplers 
have been treated as worsted workers. 

Omitting those occupations which could belong to either branch, the percentage of 
worsted workers in Bradford as a proportion of all wool textile workers rose from 10%at 
the beginning of the period, through 22% to 76% at the end. In the other townships the 
percentage rose from 20% through 51% to 94%. These figures show a particularly large 
increase between the periods 1734 to 1740, and 1754 to 1760, but they may well have 
been affected by the fact that the figures in the 1730s are for fathers presenting children 
for baptism, while the figures in the 1750s are for the presumably younger men who 
were marrying. It is reasonable to assume that the younger men were more likely to 
have made the change to a newer form of textile production. 

These figures agree with the finding of scattered references to worsted workers in 
the Halifax and Bradford areas from the beginning of the 18th century and with the 
steady increase in worsted production which followed. By 1741 the Yorkshire trade 
rivalled that of other places, chiefly the Norwich area, and between 1750 and 1760 
worsted production increased in the West Riding, especially in Bradford and Halifax)0 

So marked was this increase that in 1773 two merchants and seven stuffmakers, 
acting on behalf of their fellows, promoted the building of the first Piece Hall in 
Bradford, followed in a very few years by a second, associated hall. In these halls, the 
first containing 100 stands on the lower floor for subscribers as well as space on the 
upper floor for non-subscribers, and the second containing a further 158 stands, 
manufacturers could expose their goods for sale. Previously they had either used 
rooms in their own houses, or, if they lived outside Bradford, had rented stands in a 
room at the White Lion Inn." Alternatively they could have attended Wakefield where 
the Tammy Hall was opened in 1766. A Piece Hall was erected at Colne in 1775 and at 
Halifax in 1779. 

The woolstaplers who organised much of the worsted trade were unable, 
individually, to suppress the various frauds and embezzlements practised against them, 
and consequently a Worsted Committee was established in 1777 to control such 
activities. Four Bradford men were on the first committee and its first chairman, John 
Hustler, was a Bradford man who had been prominent in the fight to establish it. 

This change from woollens to worsteds must have gone hand in hand with a change 
in the status of the men working in the trade. The clothiers, whose prominence 
declined from the beginning of the period (83 in 1714 to 1720 and 4 in 1775 to 1781) 
would have been men who, with the aid of their families and possibly ajoumeyman or 
apprentice, carried out most of the necessary processes before taking the cloth to be 
sold. Such men would have had a fair degree of independence. In making worsteds it 
was usual for one man to buy wool and arrange for others to comb, spin or weave it. He 
would incur higher initial expenditure and would wish to exercise control over the 
various processes, perhaps saying how long each should take or imposing other 
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conditions over the quality of the work carried out. The combers or weavers who did 
this work were very little more than his employees. 

Moving on to clothing and footwear we find that this category consists almost 
entirely of tailors, hatters and shoemakers or cordwainers (here defined wholly as 
shoemakers, although it is possible that some of them were leather workers). 
Shoemakers and cordwainers, the providers of a basic item, were in the majority, 
especially later in the century, and they and the tailors were represented almost 
everywhere at all times; hatters only appeared in Bradford. In the first two periods a 
substantial proportion of the population was employed in this category: 19% and 20%. 
By the final period the proportion was down to 1O°/o, although the actual number ofmen 
involved was much the same. In Bradford there appears to have been a little 
specialization, with a glover appearing in 1734 and a breeches maker in 1758. There was 
a clear concentration of men in clothing and footwear in Bradford, implying that those 
living outside used the facilities provided in the central and larger township. 

This is a trend which is shown equally clearly in food and drink. Almost the only 
occupations of this kind shown in the outer townships are butchers and millers, both 
dealing in basic foods. There is one maltster in Horton but the others are all in 
Bradford. At this time most beer was brewed in small quantities, but common brewers, 
who produced large amounts of beer, began to appear in Bradford in the mid-18th 
century. Bradford's first brewery, that ofAked and Storey, was establishedjust over the 
border in Horton in 1757.12 Bradford appears to have had all the inns, but one or two are 
shown in Manningham towards the end of the century. A few innkeepers appear in 
other sources, and there may have been ale-houses, but none of those who ran them 
appear in the registers which have been examined. 

Eighteenth century inns in some towns were more than places providing food, 
drink and accommodation. They could be centres of commercial, administrative and 
social activity with trading facilities, such as storage and banking. They were often 
places where local justices and parish officials held their meetings, proving specially 
important when elections were held, as well as being convenient for lectures, concerts 
and plays.'3 It has already been seen that a Bradford inn was used to display worsted 
pieces for sale before the Piece Hall was built, and Quarter Sessions records show that 
the justices, when in Bradford, often met in local inns. 

The proportion of those engaged in building and similar activities (mostly shown as 
masons, carpenters and joiners, with a few plasterers and even fewer brickmakers and 
slate rivers) remained remarkably constant during the century. It would be difficult to 
use these figures to argue that a building boom took place, although the actual 
numbers increased throughout the period. It is unlikely that those men shown as 
joiners and carpenters were employed only in building, because wood has always been 
in very general use and articles of all kinds would have to be made and repaired. Rather 
more people were employed using stone near the beginning of the century, while more 
wood users appear towards the end. 

The contrast between Bradford and the other townships is even more marked when 
minor trades covering such occupations as blacksmiths, coopers and tanners are 
considered. Bradford, where the percentages range from 110/s to 15%, was clearly the 
centre for such occupations, while in the townships the proportion lies between 1% and 
5°/o. Because of the low numbers outside Bradford it is difficult to draw firm 
conclusions, but with the exception of blacksmiths, who provide 8 out of 32 recorded 
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miscellaneous trades of this nature, other employment is very poorly represented in 
the townships. Very few occupations, and those all in the last period, are recorded in 
the townships and not in Bradford. 

Nailmakers are, perhaps surprisingly, the most numerous of those employed in 
minor trades, with 29 occurrences throughout the century. When combined with the 13 
recorded wiredrawers, who drew metal out into wire in order to make it ready for the 
nailmakers to use, their preponderance is even more marked. The first of several 
ironworks in the Bradford area, Emmet's at Birkenshaw, was not established until 1782, 
so supplies of iron for the nails probably came from Kirkstall forge where a slitting mill 
was in operation from 1678.14 The nail trade was easily learnt and required only a small 
amount ofcapital, and in the Ecclesfield and Sheffield areas it was frequently combined 
with part time farming.'5 In 19th century Silsden it was also combined with farming.'6 
This could have been the case in eighteenth century Bradford. It would seem that such 
a large number of nailmakers was producing more nails than would have been required 
by the local carpenters, joiners, shoemakers and blacksmiths revealed by the samples, 
and that nails were being made for a wider area. 

Coopers, whitesmiths, ropemakers and tanners followed occupations which one 
would expect to find in a local centre like Bradford, where some agriculture was carried 
on, but where textiles were becoming increasingly important. Wood for the coopers 
was available locally and leather for the curriers, tanners and felimongers would come 
from local animals, but tin for the whitesmiths must have been obtained from outside 
the area. Although most of the occupations were everyday ones, the clockmakers 
introduce a measure of sophistication, as do the locksmith, two tobacconists and two 
cabinet makers first shown in Bradford only in the 1770s. Those who could afford 
luxury goods probably obtained them from Leeds which was developing into a regional 
centre; its recorded occupations up to 1779 include a goldsmith, silversmith, 
upholsterer, wine merchant and musician.'7 

It was in the fourth period that several combmakers first made an appearance, not 
combs for the woolcombers which are included in the textile category, but combs made 
of horn and ivory (respectively four and three makers). Crosby's Directory of 1807 
refers to the making in Bradford of large quantities of horn and ivory combs.'6 

Three lime burners appear for the first time in 1775 and 1780, their presence being 
almost certainly due to the formation of the Bradford Lime Kiln Company in l774,' 
whose kilns were built alongside the Bradford Canal, which was opened in that year to 
connect Bradford with the Leeds Liverpool Canal. By this means lime was brought 
down from the Craven hills into Airedale and the textile towns, where it was processed 
before being used both in building and as a fertilizer. 

In services there is once again a concentration of jobs in Bradford, principally 
connected with transport and non-specialist retailing: 80% as compared with 20% in 
Bowling and Horton, and none in Manningham. There is also a greater variety of 
occupations in Bradford, particularly by the 1770s. Everywhere the carrier and the 
carter, augmented by two waggoners, a chaise driver and a coachman, are numerically 
the most important. This reminds us, ifwe are likely to forget, that in the movement of 
raw materials, products and people, horses were indispensable. The parish registers 
thus confirm the picture of a widespread carrying trade between 18th century towns 
drawn from the evidence of national directories. 21' By the late 1770s four boatmen are 
shown in Bradford. Both they and two porters who appear first at this time were 
probably connected with the canal. 
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In 1720 the carrier living in Bowling is referred to as a London carrier, the only one 
to be so described, thus confirming the proposition that even in the early years of the 
18th century the economy of England was more than purely local and regional.2' A 
postman is shown in 1715. Occasional references to Bradford postal services appear 
from the late seventeenth century onwards. Mail for Bradford was distributed from 
Ferrybridge, a post town on the Great North Road, and the postman would have been 
responsible for bringing letters to Bradford, not for delivering them within the town. 22 
By 1787 Bradford had a daily mail service to Leeds and Halifax, while that for London 
left every day except for Fridays, and that for Keighley operated on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 23 There was provision for the local dissemination of news 
and announcements in the existence of a bellman in 1715. 

A small number of retailers appear in the services category: several mercers and 
drapers and a hardwareman in Bradford, and badgers, a chapman, hawker and huxter 
in Bradford, Bowling and Horton. The occupations are again very much those required 
by a smallish working community, with only a hairdresser and two peruke makers 
arriving in the 1770s to give a touch of luxury - although there are also a few barbers 
throughout the century. 

As with the other categories a sampling method such as that used here cannot show 
every occupation or the exact numbers of people following it, and the smaller the 
sample the more this is so. The service category in the Bradford figures examined 
ranges from 4% to 7% and in the other townships from under 10/0 to 3% Some 
occupations known to exist in the middle of the century, such as that of bookseller and 
stationer,24 do not appear in the samples, confirming the suspicion that some people 
escape the net of the parish registers. This is even more the case when considering the 
professions, where the figures obtained from the registers are too few to give a 
complete view of the professional men in the townships: from under 1°/s to 1.5% in 
Bowling and Horton. The figures which have been obtained agree exactly with those 
for the previous category with Manningham having no entries, and the others being 
divided between Bradford with 80%. and Bowling and Horton with 20% jointly. 

There was a Vicar of Bradford throughout the period under consideration, and no 
doubt a parish clerk, as well as a number of nonconformist ministers, but it is only 
between 1734101740 that two Anglican clergy appear in the sample, while a parish clerk 
only appears once and a single nonconformist minister is shown in the 1770s. A few 
schoolmasters and officers of Excise appear, spread thinly throughout the century, 
while there are two attorneys, two apothecaries and a surgeon. As Bradford grew, a few 
lesser professional men make an appearance: a book-keeper, clerk to the Court of 
Requests and a Sheriff's bailiff, as well as the master of the workhouse. 

The category covering the gentry, interpreted as those described as gentlemen and 
Mr. in the parish registers, is even smaller. Never were there more than 2% in Bradford 
and 1% in the other townships. In some cases this category is interchangeable with the 
previous one and with the top layers of some of the others. Lawyers and men 
prominent in other occupations are often shown in the parish registers its gentlemen. 

Men employed as servants are shown in the Bradford sample only, and there were 
merely four of them in the periods covered. The number of military men is also small, 
with occasional soldiers in Bradford and horton in the earlier part of the century, but 
rising to a peak of 6°/s in Bradford during the late 1750s, no doubt as a result ofthe Seven 
Years War of 1756 to 1763. 
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The occupational information which has been collected enables three main trends 
to he identified: the increasing proportion of textile workers, the change within textiles 
from woollens to worsteds, and the greater diversity of occupations within the 
township of Bradford. 

During the first period covered (1714 to 1720) the textile category was the largest by 
a small margin in Bradford and Manningham, but it shared its prominence with 
landless labour in Bowling. I lorton and Manningham, with coalmining in Bowling, and 
with clothing and footwear workers in Bradford. By the late 1730s it was noticeably pre-
eminent in Bowlingand I lorton, although less so in Bradford and Manningham. In the 
1750s and 1770s it was much the largest category in the three outer townships, never 
employing less than 5(1%, while in Bradford it was the largest single category although it 
occupied just under halt of the total workers. The balance changed from woollens to 
worsteds during the periods under consideration, especially in Bowling, Horton and 
Manningham. At first the percentages of worsted workers as a proportion of all 
definitely identified wool textile workers ranged from 10% to 26%, but by the 1770s the 
percentages were between 76°/i and 98%. Of course, these figures omit females and 
children, but presumably they would have followed the same type of textile 
employment as the adult males. 

The lower figure for textile workers in Bradford is balanced by the larger numberof 
types of occupation and of men following them which were found in that township. In 
many categories, especially clothing and footwear, food and drink, minor trades and 
industries, and services this is very marked, with up to 80°/s of the total number of 
people in those occupations located in Bradford. Very few occupations appear in a 
township and not in Bradford, and Bradford, with a more broadly based economy, was 
clearly pre-eminent as a provider of goods and services of all kinds. 

('onhinue(/ on pages 76 and 77. 
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Table I 

Bradford Occupations 
1714-1720 1734-1740 1754-1760 1775-1781 

Land 7 3% 1 - 3 2% 16 3% 
Landless Labour 37 14% 30 10°/a 5 3% 35 6% 
Coalmining 7 3% 3 l°/o 2 1% 12 2% 
Textiles 58 23% 77 27% 76 44% 267 47% 
Clothing & Footwear 49 19% 56 20°/n 22 13% 55 9°/a 
Food & Drink 13 5% 25 9°/o 5 3% 26 4% 
Building 23 9°/a 32 11°/n 11 6°/n 51 9% 
Minor Trades & Industries 31 12% 42 15% 21 12% 65 11% 
Services 18 7% 12 4% 8 5% 22 4% 
Professions 7 3% 5 2% 2 1% 6 1% 
Gentry 2 1% I - 4 2% 4 1% 
Servants - - - - I 1% 4 1% 
Militia 2 1% 2 1°/n 11 6% 9 2% 

254 286 171 572 

Table 2 

Combined Bowling, Horton and Manningham Occupations 
1714-1720 1734-1740 1754-1760 1775-1781 

Land 5 3% 8 3% 10 5% 35 6% 
Landless Labour 66 36°/a 47 19°/n 11 6°/n 15 3% 
Coalmining 25 14% It 5% 11 6% 40 7% 
Textiles 51 28% 121 50°/a 126 66% 431 73% 
Clothing & Footwear 7 4°/s 20 8% 11 6% 11 2% 
Food & Drink 8 4% 3 1% I - 7 1°/n 
Building 6 3% 11 5°/n 13 7°/n 26 4% 
Minor Trades & Industries 8 4% 11 5% 5 3°/n 9 1% 
Services 5 3% 7 3% I - 2 - 

Professions - - - - - - 5 1% 
Gentry I 1% 1 - 3 1% 3 1% 
Servants 
Militia - - 2 1% - - 3 1% 

182 242 192 587 

76 



REFERENCES 
I. Quarter Sessions Rolls July 1741 (Bradford). W(est) Y(orkshire) A(rchive) S(ervice): Headquarters. QSl. 

2. Bradford Churchwardens' Accounts 1745, p66. Bradford Cathedral 138. 
3. A microfilm copy of the Bradford parish registers at Bradford Central Library has been used. The original 

registers are at Bradford Cathedral. 
4. S.L. 011ard and P.C. Walker, edt, Archbishop Herring's Visitation Returns, 1743, Yorkshire Archaeological 

Society Record Series, 71, 1928, p.58. 
5. Archbishop Drummond's Visitation Return, 1764. Borthwick Institute. Bp.V 1764 Ret Vol.1. 

6. M.F. Pickles, 'Mid-Wharfedale 1721-1821: economic and social change in a Pennine dale', Local 
Population Studies, 16, 1976, pp.I2-44. 

7. Rennie, Braun and Shirreff, General view of the agriculture of the West Riding of Yorkshire, (1794), p. 13. 

& Will of Jeremy Thornton. Pontefract Deanery Wills, September 1749. Borlhwick Institute. 

9. 26 George II c.83, quoted in W. Cudworth, Histories of Bolton and Bowling, (189», p.196. 

10. J. James, History of the Worsted manufacture in England, (1857), pp. 201, 231, 267. 

II J.W. Turner, 'The Bradford Piece Halls', Bradford Antiquary, 1, 1884, p. 136. 

12. E.M. Sigsworth, The brewing trade during the Industrial Revolution: the case of Yorkshire, (1967), pp.3,10. 

13. A. Everill, 'The English urban inn, 1560-1760', pp.104-120 of A. Everitt, ed., Perspectives of English urban 
history, (1973). 

14. It Butter, The history of Kirkstall Forge through seven centuries 1200-1954, 2nd. ed., (1954), p.5. 

IS. D. Hey, The rural metalworkers of the Sheffield region: a study of rural industry before the Industrial 
Revolution, (1972), p.34. 

16. F.W. Moody, 'The nail and clog-iron industries of Silsden in the West Riding', Yorkshire Dialect Society 
Transactions, 9, part 51, 1951, p.46. 

17. W.G. Rimmer, 'The industrial profile of Leeds, 1740-1840', Thoresby Society, 50, 1968, p.134. 

18. W. Cudworth, Historical notes on the Bradford Corporation, (1881), p.15. 
19. G. Firth, 'The Bradford Lime Kiln Company 1774-1800', Bradford Antiquary, 12, 1982, pp. 129-t33. 

20 G.L. Turnbull, 'Provincial road carrying in England in the eighteenth century', Journal of Transport 
History, N.S.4, No.1, 1977, p.37. 

21. Ibid. p.26-27. 

22. D. Boyes, A postal history of Bradford to /884, (1977), pp.10, 16. 

23. Sheet pasted into Abraham Balme's commonplace book. WYAS. Bradford. DBI/6. 

24. W. Scrulon, 'A Bradford worthy of the last century', Bradford Antiquary, 1, 1881, p.112. 

77 



WEST YORKSHIRE ARCHIVE SERVICE NEWS 
Ian Mason 

The most important news about the West Yorkshire Archive Service is that the 
District Leaders from the Councils represented on the Joint Committee have agreed to 
extend the West Yorkshire Archive Service for a further five years. This decision will 
enable us to develop a long term programme for the service. 

Attempts have been made, through a series of working parties on cataloguing, 
security, education and photocopying, to unify and improve some of our services. The 
greatest impact on public facilities has probably occurred in the area of security, and 
readers will already have noticed some changes. Revised search room regulations have 
been introduced and visitors are now required to sign a visitors' book and place all bags 
in a locker. Further changes may include the introduction of a nationwide readers 
ticket scheme currently being discussed by the Society of Archivists and Association of 
County Archivists. It is hoped that we can maintain a friendly and efficient service, 
despite these measures, which are essential for ensuring the security of collections in 
our custody. 

Another important development this year has been the introduction of an evening 
session at the Bradford District Archives on Thursdays. This is an attempt to make the 
facilities of the office more accessible to people who work during the day. The revised 
opening hours, which came into effect on 1 June 1987, are: Mon-Wed 9.30-1.00, 2.00-
5.00; Thor 9.30-1.00, 2.00-8.00; Fri 9.30-1.00. 

SELECTED LIST OF NEW ACCESSIONS 

Salts Mill records, c.I92Os-1980s (471387). The Illingworth Mon-is Group have 
deposited a large collection of their records with the Archives. The collection includes 
records of Salts (Saltaire) Ltd. and records of Pepper Lee & Co. Ltd. of Wyke Mills, 
Ernest Gates & Co. Ltd., J. Emsley & Co. Ltd., John Wright (Ingrow) Ltd. of Prospect 
Mills, Ingrow, James Tankard and William Rennie & Co. Ltd., all of which formed part 
of the Salts and lllingworth Morris Groups. The records of Salts Mill date from c.1918 
and consist mainly of financial records and correspondence files of the 1950s and 1960s. 
Unfortunately, there are no records relating to the 19th century or to Sir Titus Salt 
himself. Nonetheless, this is still a collection of business records of major significance. 

Yorkshire Co-operatives c.I722-1983 (581386). Another outstanding acquisition this 
year came from the Bradford based Yorkshire Co-operatives, which deposited the 
records of forty Co-operative Societies covering much of the West Riding from 
Sheffield in South Yorkshire to Cowling on the Lancashire border. The collection 
consists mainly of minutes of the various Co-operative Societies dating from the mid 
19th century. Records of the City of Bradford Co-operative Society Ltd. (formerly 
Bradford Provident Industrial Society Ltd.) date from 1887. The collection is of wide 
significance and has already generated considerable interest amongst research 
students and other historians. 

Bradford Commissioners 1793-1850 (BBT 2). The early minute books of the Bradford 
Lighting and Watching Commissioners have been discovered in City Hall. The 
Bradford Commissioners were formed under 'An Act for paving, lighting, watching 
and improving the Town of Bradford and part of the Hamlet of Little Horton... and for 

78 



removing and preventing all Nuisances therein.' The area consisted of the whole of 
Bradford township but included the bottom end of Bowling Lane (Manchester Road) 
and a few houses in Great Horton Road in Horton township. New streets were added to 
the jurisdiction of the Commissioners between 1803 and 1850. The Commissioners 
were responsible for paving footpaths, placing street lamps, keeping a watering cart and 
fire engine, employing scavengers and watchmen. The minutes provide an insight into 
the life of the town during a period of rapid growth. It was a rough and primitive 
community where rural customs mixed with urban living. Typical of the entries in the 
minutes is this one for 1825: 'the hogstye in Manningham Lane... in the occupation of 
John Sugden and Thomas Thornton, and the midden or muckheap opposite Rawson 
Place..., and Thomas Broadley's permitting his pigs to run loose and be fed in the 
Market Place. .. be declared nuisances.' 

Methodist records Several important collections of Methodist Archives have been 
deposited. These include Eastbrook Hall and Methodist Circuit records (471386), Ilkley 
Methodist Circuit records, transferred from Leeds District Archives (56D86), Clayton 
and Lidget Green Wesleyan Methodist Chapels records (76D86) and Silsden 
Methodist Circuit records (551386). The records of Eastbrook Hall are particularly 
outstanding. Among them is material from Bradford East (later Eastbrook) Circuit 
(founded 1835), and Eastbrook Chapel (founded 1825) together with other Chapels. In 
1901 Eastbrook Chapel was separated from the Circuit and rebuilt as Eastbrook Hall, 
which opened in 1904. 

KEIGHLEY LIBRARY 

The Bradford staff of the West Yorkshire Archive Service have recently been 
liaising with staff at Keighley Reference Library over archives held there. A list of 
collections has been produced, available at Keighley Library and the Bradford District 
Archives, providing details of collection titles and covering dates. Details of the 
Keighley records will also be included on the West Yorkshire Archive Service data 
base. 

There are nearly 150 different archive collections at Keighley Library, not including 
the official or local authority records. Many are of superb quality. Amongst them are 
records of Keighley township c.1664-1840 including overseers' accounts, settlement 
certificates, apprentices' registers etc. (BK!), Keighley Independent Labour Party 1892-
1952 (BK!1), Keighley Industrial Co-operative Society 1864-1969 (BK12), Keighley 
Methodist Circuit and Chapels (BK!5), Keighley Baptist and Congregational Churches 
19-20th centuries (BJ!6), Sutton Baptist Church 1837-1954 (BK28), Sutton township 
1783-1858 (BK64), Keighley Liberal Association 1877-1931 (BK76). Local authority 
records include those of Keighley Local Board and Borough, Haworth Local Board and 
Urban District Council, Oakworth Local Board and Urban District Council, Oxenhope 
Local Board and Urban District Council and Keighley Rural District Council. 

The extensive collections at Keighley Library covering all aspects of Keighley's 
history, together with records at the Bradford District Archives, make Keighley one of 
the best documented towns in the area. 

79 



KENNETH BAKER - A Profile 

One of my last duties as President of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society was to introduce Kenneth Baker, who spoke to us, on 4 March 1987, about 
'Bradford: a cathedral in a multi-cultural city'. When the evening came I realised that 
although we had been good friends for five or six years I knew very little about the 
speaker. As a consequence my remarks were brief and inadequate. 

By the time I had decided to compile this profile I was little better informed, 
although I had seen a few autobiographical notes contained in an article which 
Kenneth Baker wrote about Belle Vue School on its centenary in 1977. When I first 
made my intention known to him I received only slight encouragement, and on a 
second mention he shrugged his shoulders and asked me not to make too much of it. 
Now that I have seen some of the tributes paid to him over the years, I know that 
whatever I say in such a short space will be more than ever inadequate. 

In the centenary article, Kenneth Baker set down what, in his opinion, were the 
distinguishing features of the school at which he was a pupil from 1917 to 1924, 
particularly the forward-looking curriculum, with its attention to the languages and 
literature of other nations, and - a major influence on his own studies - the reference 
library, which in a small way he helped to run. From this, he said, sprang his lifelong 
interest in books and libraries. 

Until long after the First World War not many Bradford children went to 'higher 
grade schools', let alone to university, but in 1924 Kenneth Baker left Belle Vue for 
Liverpool, attracted by the reputation and personality of Professor Percy Maude 
Roxby, under whose hand geography in the University had become a study of 
humanity ('chaps' as well as 'maps') and a training ground for international citizepship. 
In 'A Pattern of Life', written for The Franciscan in 1972, Kenneth Baker acknowledged 
Professor Roxby's greatness and the debt he owed to him. It was the kind of influence 
which led him and some friends in the Student Christian Movement to form the 
Cosmopolitan Club; and a pattern of life emerged in which, to quote from The 
Franciscan, 'religion, international relations and geography were interwoven strands'. 

After graduating with First Class Honours in 1927, Kenneth Baker was awarded a 
scholarship combined with a post as part-time tutor in the Liverpool Department of 
Geography. This led to a Master's Degree in 1931 and a lectureship on the staff of'the 
department, a position which he held until his resignation in 1946. 

A period of study leave in 1933 gave the young graduate his first sight of East Africa. 
He had already compiled a population map of Uganda and presented a paper on 
population geography to the British Association's Bristol meeting in 1930. After his 
return to this country, in 1934, the results of further studies were shown in papers read 
at meetings of the British Association in Aberdeen and the International Congress of 
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences in London. 

Kenneth Baker's researches continued throughout his career at Liverpool 
University, and after reading the Report of the Commission on Higher Education in the 
Colonies (1945), he applied for a tutorship at Makerere College, Uganda, with the result 
that 1946 saw him travelling up the Nile to take up his appointment. In 1949, as a 
significant step in the development of education in East Africa, Makerere entered into 
the special relationship with the University of London through which it became known 
as the University College of East Africa. At this stage he became the first professor of 
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geography at Makerere, and it was perhaps something more than chance which 
brought two other former pupils of Belle Vue to join him on the staff, Harold 
Holdsworth, a librarian, and Maurice Woodhead, a chemist. Kenneth Baker's 
contribution to the work at Makerere was acknowledged by his appointment as Vice-
principal of the College from 1965 to 1967, and in 1968, after a year as Adviser 
(Academic Administration), he came back to Britain. 

In 1971 a collection of essays, a Festschrift, was presented to him by former 
colleagues at Makerere, in which was an account of his work at the College and a list of 
his contributions to East African studies. It summed up Professor Baker's 
achievements in three vital areas: he had founded a genuine university department of 
geography, had promoted the training of East African staff, and had played a significant 
part in helping to run the Federal University. 

Kenneth Baker is President of the Bradford branch of the Geographical 
Association, and it is strange that after so long a time devoted to geography he should 
find himself, in retirement, also acting as honorary archivist at Bradford Cathedral, 
where he is most frequently called upon to assist those who are engaged in historical 
research. 

In July 1972 the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters was conferred on Samuel 
John Kenneth Baker by the University of Liverpool. The oration referred to the credit 
which this 'devoted son' had brought to his native Yorkshire, to the country, to Uganda 
and to the University itself. On 1 July 1983 the University of Bradford followed this 
example and awarded him the honorary degree of Doctor of Science. The orator spoke 
of Dr. Baker's work in promoting geography in two continents, and of the 
encouragement he had given to others through his dedication and enthusiasm. The 
Bradford Oration referred to Dr. Baker as 'a modest man', and Liverpool's described his 
manner as 'quiet and almost self-effacing'. This probably explains why, although he 
was honoured with the O.B.E. in 1966, very few people know about it. 

The three strands mentioned earlier: religion, international relations and 
geography, are still prominent in Kenneth Baker's life, but a fourth may now be added. 
Apart from a preoccupation with church archives, his research has taken an 
increasingly historical direction, notably through biographical studies. In addition to 
the contribution to this journal, he has written appreciations of two famous 
geographers, John Harold Wellington (1892-1981), and Paul Vidal de Ia Blache (1845-
I9l8)*. But as every schoolchild knows, history is governed by geography, so there is no 
danger that it will ever rise above its station in Kenneth Baker's scheme of things. 

* The first we, pub Ished in Geogroieen tedS. 1984. pp. 135-4)), and (he second i due to 
appear in the 1988 issue nt the publication. 
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EDITORIAL 

Thanks largely to a mention in the Dalesman and in the Yorkshire Family Historian 
I have received a number of letters from people whose memories were stirred by 
articles in Third Series No.3. 

There is no mistaking the attachment of a family in Chorley who have named their 
house 'Bruddersford', or of the strong links felt by a writer who is the direct descendant 
of Dr. Simpson (the first part of whose Diary has been published by Bradford Libraries) 
and the Horsfall family, whose mill in North Wing was attacked by Luddites in 1826. 
The Low Moor explosion is vividly remembered by an ex-Bradfordian now living in 
Taunton, U.S.A., who was then a boy of six. He also recalls how his father took him to 
hear Philip Snowden (the subject of David James's article) at St. George's Hall, but he 
was more impressed by the explosion. 

The most touching and interesting story, however, comes from Mrs. Lily 
Thompson of Meltham who, in 1916, lived in Frogmoor Terrace, Cleckheaton Road, 
opposite the gasometers which were blown up. Mrs. Thompson says, 

We had a holiday from school, so that afternoon mother let Leslie (7) and 
Vernon (5) go out to play. I was nine and I went out fora walk with my baby 
sister in the pram. I decided to go up the road and when I reached Wesley Place I 
saw a crowd at the chapel so Ijoined it. Someone said 'They are coming out', but 
just then there was a real big bang. Everyone ran and it only seemed a minute 
before they had all disappeared. 

This was almost certainly the wedding of Frank and Ida Clarkson, which Ronald 
Blackwell mentioned in his article. The story continues: 

I could see this large cloud of smoke so I ran farther up the road to get away. I 
reached the crossroads which we called the Guide Post. At the very top of the 
road the fire engine was just in sight and by the time I had crossed the road it ran 
past me. I had never seen anything go so quick before. I watched it out of sight 
and then began running up the road. I was scared. Not a soul did I see until I 
turned the bend up by the recreation ground, and that was full of people. I kept 
running past crowds of people at Odsal Top and went on towards Wibsey. All at 
once a hand shot out and stopped me. 

It must be remembered that young Lily was pushing a pram with a baby in it. The hand 
belonged to her uncle who worked at the Rates Office in the Town Hall, but that day he 
was on duty at Wibsey and he was standing outside the house where a room was used 
as a local office. 

The lady of the house, who was standing with him said, 'Come with me and I 
will make tea and we will have some buns', which we did, and then she warmed 
some milk and fed Amy. After a while I said I would go back to Odsal loser if I 
could find Mum and Dad. Dad, who worked at Low Moor Iron Works, made his 
way to Odsal. Mum and my three brothers also made for Odsal by way of 
Rooley Lane, and so we all met. 

The parents then decided to visit relatives in Oakenshaw, taking a roundabout route via 
Rooley Lane and Tong Street. 11 was a lovely summer evening and people were 
chatting out-of-doors. 
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One couple asked where we were going and said it was time the children were in 
bed. Why not spend the night at their house? They had two girls, so that night it 
was six in one bed, my three brothers at one end and us three girls at the other. 
Next day Dad and the two elder boys went to Oakenshaw and Mum took the 
rest of us down to Woodlands, where we stayed the next night. When Dad took 
us home we found that the windows were out, the doors off and all the furniture 
broken. Our house was below ground level, the bedrooms being level with the 
road. For the next fortnight people came sightseeing and they kept throwing 
pennies down to us children. We never had such money in all our lives. 

I went to St. Mark's School, New Road Side, and! was told that the dead bodies 
were taken there after the explosion. It was not opened again as a day school. 

Six months later there was another explosion, at Samson Breaks, Wyke, when 
our windows were blown in again. I mention this because my little sister, Amy, 
who was 13 months old had died the day before, on 12 February 1916. She had 
just been laid out and the sheets placed over her were covered with soot and 
broken glass. 

Mrs. Thompson's letter gives me the welcome opportunity to say a word - a rather 
late word - about Ronald Blackwell's book, The Low Moor Explosion: A Mystery 
Explained?, which was published towards the end of 1987. Dr. Blackwell's experience as 
lecturer in the Department of Applied Physical Sciences at Coventry Polytechnic 
means that he is well equipped to discuss the manufacture of explosives and to review 
all the circumstances which surrounded the Low Moor disaster. Likely causes of the 
fire and the various theories as to how it occurred are examined in two chapters, and 
there is a nice balance between the detailed sequence of events related by workers at 
the factory, those really at the scene, and the spontaneous recollections of those who 
maybe called eye-witnesses. The foregoing accounts can be Set against the background 
provided in the Appendix by the report from the Leeds Mercury of 1924 and of the 
official inquiry carried out by Major Cooper-Key, H.M. Chief Inspector of Explosions. 
If we add to all this maps, many photographs and a complete list of the casualties, we 
have a book that gives a most interesting and comprehensive study of one of Bradford's 
greatest tragedies. It reminds us of the collapse of Newland's Mill chimney in 1882 and 
inevitably of the Valley Parade fire. We are indebted to Dr. Blackwell for making the 
results of his long and patient research available to us. 

Copies of the book may be obtained from Dr. Blackwell at 17 Windmill Close, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire (4.5O + postage), or from Bradford Central Library, 
Prince's Way. The profits from the sale of the book will be given to a Bradford charity or 
used to provide a memorial to the munitions workers who lost their lives at Low Moor. 

In the potted biographies given under Contributors I said that Elvira Willmott was 
continuing her research into eighteenth century Bradford, but of course in her position 
at the Central Library she deals with demands and queries covering the whole of 
Bradford's history. The Ryburn Map of Victorian Bradford which Miss Willmott has 
produced will answer at least some of those queries. The map is Dixon & Hindle's 1871 
revision of the Borough survey, showing the incorporated townships of 1847. The text 
contains a wealth of facts under headings such as Transport, Industry, Local 
Government, Health, Religion, Education and Housing. The large sheet (which is very 
well behaved) folds neatly into 8" x 10" size, with an attractive engraving of the Wool 
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Exchange on the cover. This is a splendid way of presenting information. The text can 
be 'understanded by all' and the map is a pleasure to look at. (Price £2.50). 

SALTAIRE 

The clouds that hung over Saltaire have now lifted. The seminar held on 18 April 
1986 did little to dispel the gloom but a year later a saviour appeared in the shape of 
Jonathan Silver, former partner in the Dean dough enterprise, who bought the mill, 
and in May 1988 outlined an ambitious scheme for its development. 

The plan, which is in the hands of Rod Hackney, president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, is to convert the weaving and finishing sheds into a huge shopping 
arcade second to none in the country - a place which will 'raise the spirit'. With the 
possible addition of a marina on the Leeds-Liverpool Canal, which runs alongside the 
mill, Mr. Silver has visions of creating an international tourist attraction different from 
anything anywhere in the country. 

There is good news, too, about Salts derelict New Mill on the river side. This has 
now been bought by a West Yorkshire company for conversion into luxury flats. 

While Sir Titus would not have been altogether pleased to see his 'Palace of 
Industry' being turned into a pleasure-dome, he would surely have applauded the 
courage of a man who was prepared to stand single and risk a fortune, as he did, in order 
to fulfil a dream. 

***** 

Once again I must apologise to both contributors and subscribers for delay in 
publishing the new number, a circumstance not entirely unconnected with my change 
of address. Help has come, whenever needed, from Tony Jowitt, Warden at the 
Bradford Centre of the Department of Adult Education, Leeds University. and Hilda 
Snowden has quietly used her influence to gain a little publicity for us. I am also 
grateful to Alan Longbottom and Jeffrey Roberts for reading through the articles and 
proofs. 

J. F. 
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THE CHARTIST RISINGS IN BRADFORD, byD.G. Wright (Bradford Libraries and 
Information Service, 1987). £3.00. 

Since the publication of A.J. Peacock's Bradford Chartism 1838-40, in 1969, there has 
been a great need of a continuation of the story, particularly to include the events in the 
tumultuous year of 1848, when Bradford played a crucial part in 'the greatest mass 
movement of working class political and social protest in British history'. This opinion 
was emphasized but never elaborated upon some twenty years ago by F.C. Mather in 
his Historical Association pamphlet on Chartism, in which he stated that 'the Bradford 
District of the West Riding was perhaps the most outstanding centre of physical force 
Chartism in England in the spring of 1848'. Until now it has only been possible to follow 
the story in newspapers of the period or in doctoral theses and so the appearance of 
David Wright's booklet is to be greatly welcomed. 

Few historians are better qualified to write upon this subject than Dr. Wright, who 
for over twenty years has made a special study of the social and political history of 
nineteenth century Bradford, and the booklet does not disappoint. In particular he 
treads a judicious path between the importance of local details and the wider 
implications of regional and national events. Most important of all he gives full 
consideration to the effect Anglo-Irish relationships had upon Bradford's volatile 
population during a period of great industrial unrest. 

Almost thirty years ago Asa Briggs in Cha rtist Studies urged historians to recognize 
that the all-embracing concept of the six points of the Charter motivated different 
social groups in different times and places with differing degrees of intensity. Dr. 
Wright has produced a model essay on the Briggs pattern in which he analyses 
Chartism in Bradford, from its roots in the Great Strike of 1825 to the Anti-Poor Law 
agitation in the late 1830s and on to the first rising in January 1840. But it is in the later 
events that the author breaks new ground, looking in detail at the Plug-drawing riots of 
1842 and the more menacing threats to law and order in 1848. Of particular interest is 
the changing composition of both the Chartist leadership and its supporters during the 
whole period. At first the movement was dominated by men with English names, often 
hand-weavers from the outer townships, especially Horton, but after 1840 it took on an 
Irish tinge, being increasingly dominated by the bete-noir of the Bradford middle 
classes, the hard drinking, wife-beating George White, and his fellow-Irishman, John 
Smyth. 

In retrospect Chartism seems to have been a dismal failure, but that point of view 
fails to do justice to important and enduring aspects of the movement that were 
without violent intent, notably the Temperance Chartists and those bodies concerned 
with Adult Education, Co-operation and Social Christianity. It also forgets the 
powerful radical political heritage which Chartism bestowed on the West Riding, for 
the radical tradition was nourished by memories of the stirring events of the 1840s. It is 
no coincidence that towards the end of the century the West Riding became the most 
important centre of Independent Labour Party activity, with Bradford always to the 
fore. 

J.A.J. 
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VICTORIAN BRADFORD. THE LIVING PAST, (Ryburn Publishing 1987) £5.95. 
Photographs by Ian Beesley. Introduced by David James 

This excellent book will appeal to many people. It provides an introduction for 
those who want to learn something of nineteenth century Bradford; it is a starting point 
for those who want to study Bradford architecture and is sure to give nostalgic pleasure 
to all Bradfordians who are proud of their city's past as the worsted capital of the world. 

Mr. James's introduction and captions give a clear and succinct account of 
Bradford's rise to fame and Mr. Beesley's collection of admirably clear photographs 
include most of Bradford's great buildings of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. It may surprise those who think themselves familiar with the city to see the 
fine architectural detail of mills and warehouses so clearly illustrated, and this should 
make us all 'look up' and be more observant. The magnificent, even grandiose nature 
of some buildings, commercial as well as civic, show how proud the city was of its 
success. 

But humbler places also have a tale to tell: the Tradesmen's Homes, now 
refurbished where, in a garden suburb under the shadow of Litter's Mill, it is still 
possible to lead the quietest of lives; and Bradford's first Board School, Bowling Back 
Lane, which in 1874 proudly displayed the effects of'Mr. Gibbs's high-pressure system 
of small bore pipes', used both to heat the rooms and supply hot water to the 
washbasins. In the same neighbourhood, crowded with public houses, stood the 
Moulders Arms, like many another pub, a place of refreshment and culture, for herein 

1835 was established only the second branch of 

The Association for the Mutual Acquisition and Communication of Knowledge 
and for Asserting and Protecting the Political Rights of the Labouring Classes. 

The book also shows rows of tidy terraces and back-to-backs, shops, churches and, 
last but by no means least, Joseph Smith's lone memorial in Undercliffe Cemetery. As 
land agent for the Cemetery Company this prime site was written into his contract. 

The authors do not shrink from illustrating present scenes of decline and inner city 
dereliction but, as the title suggests, the main emphasis is on the heritage of splendid 
buildings which still survive. 

A.M.B. 
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HOUSES OF THE NORTH YORK MOORS (H.M.S.O.) £19.95 

This volume, the latest in a series of surveys carried out by the Royal Commission 
on the Historical Monuments of England, deals with domestic housing over an area 
which includes the market towns of Pickering, Helmsley and Kirkbymoorside. The 
publication is the result of work started in 1977 for an intended inventory of the county 
of North Yorkshire, which was later redefined to cover buildings in the North York 
Moors, formerly called Blackamore. The houses examined range from small cottage, to 
manor house, hall and castle. Two of the longest chapters are devoted to farm houses 
and farmsteads, the development of which, over the years, is traced with the aid of 
clear, easily understood plans and drawings. The variety of rural pursuits is shown in all 
manner of buildings: gig and trap houses, pinfolds, windmills, dovecots and kennels. 
The photograph of the circular pinfold at Hutton Buscel comes near to being a work of 
art. 

The bare bones of architectural description are given flesh by the inclusion, 
throughout the book, of information from sources such as wills, diaries and 
inventories. This approach renders the survey of use not only to those whose study is 
domestic architecture, but to social historians and readers with more general interests 
at heart. The excellent black and white photographs are supplemented by line drawings 
of a high order, and this altogether first-rate production is rounded off by a list of the 
buildings recorded, a bibliography and a comprehensive index. 

D.A.H. 

Note. Two of the earlier surveys in the series, The Rural Houses of West Yorkshire, 1400-
1830 and Workers' Houses of West Yorkshire, 1750-1920, were reviewed in the 
Bradford Antiquary, Third Series, No. 3, 1987. 

PAPER HALL 

Since our last report much progress has been made in the preservation of the hall. 
The re-roofing has been completed and also the greater part of the work of refurbishing 
the stonework of the windows. Where new stone has been required for this purpose it 
has been cut from a local quarry and is already beginning to blend in with the existing 
material. 

English Heritage have made a payment equivalent to 9Ø0/ of the remaining money 
from their original grant and this has enabled the Society to complete Phase One of the 
preservation. A grant from the now defunct West Yorkshire Metropolitan C.C. has 
financed the making of two oak doors, which have now been placed in store until 
required. 

As a beginning to Phase Two the Society is proposing to offer for sale window space 
in which interested parties will be invited to pay for stained glass depicting their coat of 
arms, logo etc. There are over 30 windows which are suitable for this purpose. 

The Society is anxious to press on with Phase Two and the Hon. Treasurer, Dr. 
Norman Entwistle, 3 Collier Lane, Baildon, Shipley BD17 5LN (Tel. 0274-581503) will 
be glad to receive any contributions or offers of help. 

D.A.H. 
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EDITORIAL 

The Society will be sorry to see Joe Fieldhouse retire as Editor of The Antiquary, after 
guiding five issues through the press and introducing the transformation to the present 
more popular format in 1985. We cannot hope to equal his energy in the meticulous 

scrutiny of every point of fact, style or grammar, or the care and taste with which he 
planned she varied and readable content of each issue. We do, however, have one 
qualification for taking on the editorship: as members of the Archive Service staff we are 
in constant contact with local history researchers and are in an excellent position to 
extract promises of articles for some time in advance. 

It is partly because we find ourselves able to plan ahead that we have decided to 
include in each issue a group of articles on a particular subject: in this issue we have three 
articles on labour history, an important theme in Bradford's industrial and political past. 

In future issues we hope to concentrate on leisure, business history and architecture. 
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Apart from this, and the introduction of a series of old photographs with commentaries, 
we have made no changes to the existing character of The Antiquary, but hope to keep a 

broad balance of subjects, both academic and popular. 
We are grateful to our colleague, David James, who is not officially part of our editorial 

team but who has contributed much time and helpful advice in the preparation of our first issue. 
Ian Mason 

Christopher Marsden 

TEXTILES AND SOCIETY IN BRADFORD AND LAWRENCE, USA, 1880-1920. 

J.A. Jowitt 

The research for this article has been funded by grants from the British Academy, the 
Pasold Research Fund and the University of Leeds. 

In January 1893 Bradford was the somewhat unlikely venue for the inaugural conference 
of the Independent Labour Party. Unlikely, in that Bradford and the surrounding West 
Riding were one of the great bastions of the Gladstonian Liberalism. It was an area 
synonymous with the self-help institutions of Victorian England - the Temperance 
Society, the Mechanic's Institute, the Building Society, and the Mutual Improvement 
Society. More importantly it was an area where trade unionism was notoriously weak, 
not least amongst the largest element in the labour force, the woollen and worsted 
workers. As the German commentator von Schulze-Gaevemitz remarked: 

Although the oldest English industry, it is still badly organised ... as a general rule 
the conditions resemble those in Lancashire fifty years ago ... Their position is 
insecure and miserable.' 

And yet out of these seemingly difficult conditions, largely through the experience of 
the Manningham Mills Strike of 1890-91, there emerged an independent working class 
party of great strength and vitality. Bradford had the largest single branch of the party up 
to the First World War; in 1906 it elected Fred Jewett to the House of Commons; it 
provided a model of municipal socialism for other cities with the introduction of council 
housing, municipal welfare service, and a progressive and dynamic educational system. 
By 1914 the party was polling more than 40% of the vote in local elections and at the 

Coming of Age Conference of the ILP in Bradford in 1914, J.H. Palm, local trade 
unionist and councillor, greeted the delegates by declaring that: 

of ordinary historical associations, Bradford has none. In Domesday Book it is 
described as a waste, and subsequent periods of capitalist exploitation have done little 
to improve it .... The history of Bradford will be very largely the history of the ILP! 
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Although Palm's remarks undoubtedly owed more to local pride than to objective 
analysis, it did reflect the authority and influence which the Labour Movement had 
acquired in Bradford.' 
On the other side of the Atlantic, in Lawrence, Massachusetts (often referred to in the 

Bradford press as 'the Bradford of America'), there erupted a labour dispute in 1912 
which not only captured the headlines of the American press but was also closely 
observed throughout Britain and Europe. This was in a city which prior to 1912 enjoyed 
a reputation for harmonious and trouble-free industrial relations. In 1880 its quiescence 
had been contrasted to the turmoil of Fall River. The massive mill building boom of the 
period 1890-1910 had been developed on the assumption of labour quiescence, and up 
to 1912 there had been no overall textile strike in Lawrence.' Yet it was in Lawrence that 
a conglomerate mass of over 20,000 poor, largely immigrant, textile workers, speaking 
some forty-five dialects, succeeded in demonstrating a remarkable class solidarity in the 
face of opposition which Bill Haywood described as 'the courts, police, detectives 
pulpit, press, soldiers and legislature." The workers' victory was the forerunner of a 
wave of industrial conflicts that swept New England; it marked the high water point of 
the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) in the Eastern USA and seemed to 
commentators in all parts of the political spectrum to herald a new era in the history of 
Labour in the United States, It utilised forms of collective action which were new to the 
Eastern cities; mass picketing, the use of women in confrontational situations, and the 
transportation of strikers' children to other areas. As Mary Vorse said: 

It was a new kind of strike. There had never been mass picketing in any New 
England town .... It was the spirit of the workers that seemed dangerous. They were 
confident, gay, released and they sang .... It was an innocent strike, yet it had an 
explosive quality.' 

From 1912 Lawrence became one of the storm centres of labour conflict in the New 
England textile industry through to the 1930s. 

The Manningham Mills strike and the emergence of independent working class 
politics in Bradford and the rise of industrial militancy in Lawrence represented in the 
starkest terms the breakdown of corporate and employer paternalism. Throughout the 
nineteenth century both cities had acquired reputations as examples of successful 
company paternalism. As a number of historians have argued, textile towns were 
strikingly successful in adopting modem factory production and creating a factory 
proletariat without accompanying radical or revolutionary movements. As Patrick Joyce 

has shown, employer hegemony was strikingly successful: 

The now unsnioking chimneys of the factory towns had dominated not only the 
physical but the mental landscape of these years to an extent that is difficult now to 

realise. What a contemporary called 'the rule of tall chimneys' had entered into 
workpeople's lives to a degree that made their acceptance of the social regime of 
capitalist industry a matter of inward emotion as much as of outward calculation.' 
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During the period 1880 to 1920 this attitude was radically transformed, and it is this 
transformation and its consequences which will be examined in this paper: how the men, 
women, and adolescents who made up the textile labour force in these two cities 
responded to the changes that were taking place in late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century capitalism. 

Bradford and Lawrence were the worsted textile capitals of Britain and the United 
States. Of Bradford it has been said that '/s of the wool consumed in the United Kingdom 
passed through its factories at some stage in production and marketing. An American 
visitor commented that: 

there are more mills, manufacturing worsted in one form or another, in and about 
Bradford, than all the textile mills of every description located in Fall River, New 
Bedford, Lawrence, Lowell, Providence and Manchester, N.H.' 

It was one of the great boom towns of the Industrial Revolution. In 1800, it was little 
more than an overblown village, with a population of 13,000. By 1851 its population had 
grown to 103,000, and it was already the worsted textile capital of the world. This 
remarkable population growth, which made it the fastest growing industrial town in 
England, was fuelled by the expansion, mechanisation, and concentration of the worsted 
textile industry. In 1800 it possessed one small solitary spinning mill; by 1851 this 
number had grown to 129. This industrial and urban growth produced in its wake social 
and political dislocations. The replacement of hand labour and the coming of the factory 
led directly to the Great Bradford Strike of 1825, a twenty-three-week long dispute 
which saw the defeat of the weavers and combers and a further twenty-five years of 
political conflict culminating in Chartism and revolutionary unrest in 1840 and 18482 
On the social front Bradford became synonymous with dirt, disease, and death. The 
public health situation was so bad that it induced one German to compare his entry into 
the town with a descent into hell: 

Every other factory town in England is a paradise in comparison to this hole. In 
Manchester the air lies like lead upon you; in Birmingham it is just as if you were 
sitting with your nose in a stove pipe; in Leeds you have to cough with the dust and 
the stink as if you had swallowed a pound of Cayenne pepper at one go - but you 
can still put up with all that. In Bradford however, you think you have been lodged 
in no other place than with the Devil incarnate .... If anyone wants to feel how a 
poor sinner is perhaps tormented in Purgatory, let him travel to Bradford.° 

In the mid 1840s Dr. Scoresby, the vicar of Bradford, wrote a book that contrasted 
social conditions in Bradford and in Lowell, very much to the advantage of the latter.' 

At the same time as he was writing this work, Lawrence was being created as yet another 
profitable planned textile community, a copy of the strikingly successful textile 
community of Lowell, a few miles further upstream on the Merrimack river. Conceived 
by the 'Boston brahmins' as an agency both of profit and of moral improvement it was 
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however conceived at a point when the parameters of the early industrial communities 
such as Lowell were already beginning to be undermined by mass immigration. 

From 1850 through to the early 1880s both Lawrence and Bradford were home to 
attempts to develop a paternalistic ethos. In Lawrence paternalism was the clearly 
expressed policy of the Essex Company which developed the town and the individual 
mill corporations. Although undoubtedly in much of the situation the rhetoric masked the 

reality, individual corporations attempted to develop a spirit of class unity. This was 
most clearly seen in the work of the Pacific Mills, which earned a special prize at the 
Paris Exposition in 1867: 

for developing a spirit of harmony among all those cooperating in the same work, and 
have provided for the material, moral and intellectual well-being of the workmen.' 

In Bradford paternalism emerged as a dominant ideology after 1850 as a direct 
response to the social, political, and environmental chaos that had engulfed the West 
Riding in the age of mechanisation. By 1850 the process of mechanisation had been 
completed and the industry entered a relatively stable period, for the period 1850 to 1873 
was the great heyday of the Bradford trade, an era of free trade when Bradford's 
industrial supremacy allowed it to dominate the world worsted trade.' During this period 
the employers attempted to inject a paternalistic ethos into developments such as the 
model industrial communities of Saltaire and Ripleyville, the development of work trips, 
dinners, and annual excursions to the rnillowners' mansions, the introduction of dining 
rooms and a whole range of factory-based leisure activities such as brass bands and 
cricket clubs. Outside the workplace it saw in the development of the Liberal Party an 
attempt to build a political organ which would encompass both masters and skilled 
working men in a party stressing civil and religious rights and class cooperation." 

After 1875 both textile centres underwent significant changes. In the case of Bradford 
the beginnings of the decline of its staple worsted industry emerged during this period. 
The Onset of decline was brought on by a number of factors. First there was a change in 
fashion which adversely affected it. From the later 1830s Bradford had concentrated 
almost entirely on the production of women's dress goods produced from mixed fibre 
cloth. This cloth invariably had a cotton warp, and with this was mixed a variety of wefts, 
including wool, silk, mohair, and alpaca, which together produced a hard lustrous 
material. In the 1870s the fashion changed towards a softer more free flowing type of 

cloth, usually made from all wool worsteds. This latter type of material had been 
virtually ceded to the French producers as early as the Great Exhibition in 1851. The 

second problem was the growth of the worsted industries elsewhere in the world, not 
least in America. The bulk of these new competitors developed behind high protectionist 
tariffs. The culmination of the development of protectionist barriers came in the 1890s 
when the McKinley and Dingley tariffs decimated the Bradford trade with the United 

States. Finally there were the general problems created by the so-called Great 
Depression, which witnessed a clear fall in profits at a time when they were urgently 
required for re-investment in plant, machinery, and new products." 
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The response of the Bradford trade was to relinquish the women's dress goods market 
in all wool worsteds to the French. To attempt to compete with the French would have 
required a total reorganisation of the trade, as well as re-equipping and modifying the 
nature of the labour force. It would have had to introduce French combing and drawing, 
but most important, it would have had to introduce the mule. Instead the industry turned 
towards new products. It successfully developed a mass market in men's suitings and 
overcoating, and furnishing fabrics. All these were produced under the existing system 
of production, using existing machinery and the existing labour force of women and 
juveniles. Further it increasingly concentrated on the domestic market and on Imperial 
markets, whose tariff policies could be controlled from Westminster. Lastly and most 
importantly it responded to the growth of foreign competition by supplying its 
competitors with the materials for textile production. The period up to the First World 
War saw a massive increase in the export of spun yam, and then as spinning capacity 
developed on the continent, a major expansion in the export of tops (combed wool). 

As important as structural changes to which the Bradford trade was being subjected 
were local developments involving the employing class. The paternalistic ethos which 
had been developed in the third quarter of the century increasingly broke down in the 
years towards the end of the century. Many of the first generation manufacturers died 
during this period and they were replaced by a generation who generally were neither 
interested in their firms nor in Bradford. The majority were educated at public schools 
and Oxford and Cambridge, and they aspired not to a career in the mill, but to more 
respectable avenues such as the armed services or the professions, or in particular the 
law, politics, or the life of a gentleman of leisure. Henry Mitchell's son was educated at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and went into the army, as did H.W. Ripley's son. Matthew 
Thompson's son became a leisured gentleman, Alfred Hutton became a Liberal 
politician, as did Percy Holden lllingworth, son of prodigious entrepreneurial forebears 

TABLE 1 

EXPORTS OF WOOLLENAND WORSTED GOODS 1850-1913 
ANNUAL A VERA GES 

Years 
Tissues Yarn Tops 

(000 yards) (000 Ibs) (000 Ibs) 

1870-74 323,970 37,744 
1875-79 252,753 30,824 
1880-84 243,803 32,158 - 

1885-89 245,592 43,457 - 

1890-94 190,253 46,092 9,543 
1895-99 174,755 60,578 22,403 
1900-04 153,900 54,511 35,163 
1905-08 172,933 53,485 36,143 
1909-13 174,345 61,854 41,851 
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in Henry lllingworth and Mary Holden. They aspired after a higher social position than 
the mill could bestow in English society. These aspirations were also reflected in the 
transference of both money and personnel from Bradford to landed estates throughout 
the United Kingdom. The Fosters of Black Dyke Mills purchased Flomby Castle; Angus 
Holden acquired the Nun Appleton Estate; Francis Willey Blyth Hall; Sir James Roberts 
bought seven thousand acres in the Scottish Highlands; and largest of all, Samuel 
Cunliffe Lister bought two North Yorkshire estates for 3/4 million pounds." 

The movement out of the town led not only to a lessening of interest in the firm and 
its workforce but also to an attitude which was more concerned with extracting as much 
profit as possible for conspicuous consumption elsewhere. The necessity for larger 
profits, the reluctance to invest capital, and the worsening economic situation all 
conspired to lead to a squeeze on labour. 

From the 1880s machinery was increased in size and speeded up. As the Bradford 

Observer noted: 

One weaver will now mind in 2 looms as much as 11,000 to 12,000 ends for 
practically less wages than were once paid for minding 2 looms with a matter of 
800 ends each." 

The number of machines per worker was markedly increased: in Mohair spinning one 
worker per frame was replaced by one operative looking after six machines. There were 
constant attempts to replace male labour by the cheaper female labour. Clearly this was 
not an easy process in an industry which was heavily female dominated." There was also 
a clear increase in half-time workers, children who spent half-a-day in the mill. 

The pressure on the labour force was increased by a change in the organisational 
structure of the trade. In the mid-nineteenth century the industry had been made up of a 
large number of small mills with a much smaller number of large vertically integrated 
mills. It was these larger vertically integrated mills, the dominant force in the 
development of paternalism, who were the worst hit by the decline of manufacturing: 
seen most symbolically by the bankruptcy of Salts in 1892.30 Increasingly there was a 

fragmentation of firms, so that by 1889 there were some 338 different mills in Bradford 
borough. An increasing number of firms worked on a commission basis, furthermore, 
and commission firms were notorious for their cheap wage policies. 

TABLE 20 

LABOUR FORCE - UNITED STATES - WOOLLENAND WORSTED 

Worsted Woollen 
1880 18,639 85,202 
1890 42,979 76,915 
1900 57,008 68,893 
1905 69,521 72,747 
1910 111,012 52,180 

8 



In Lawrence a very different situation existed. The American worsted industry, 
virtually non-existent in the mid-nineteenth century, grew rapidly in the period up to the 

First World War. 
Lawrence was at the heart of growth of the American worsted industry, so that by 

1910 it was producing around 20% of all United States worsted goods. This growth was 
in large vertically integrated mills. The Arlington Mills, created in 1865 and 
concentrating on worsted production, employed 600 workers in 1877, rising to 2400 in 
1891, and 7000 by 1925. The Pacific Mills, which in 1880 already employed 5500 
workers, remodelled and enlarged its factory to include some 23 buildings. But the 
largest single source of expansion was the establishment and growth of the American 
Woollen Company. In 1899 it was incorporated with eight mills throughout New 
England. It rapidly concentrated itself in Lawrence, where it owned the Washington 
Mills. In the first decade of the twentieth century it built the Ayer and Wood Mills, the 
latter the largest worsted mill in the world. By 1912 it was employing around 14,000 
workers in Lawrence. Unlike Bradford, with its plethora of small specialised 
interlocking firms, Lawrence was dominated by a small number of very large firms. In 
1912 five firms controlled 98% of the spindles and 90% of the looms in Lawrence. Alone 
the American Woollen Company owned 62% of the spindles and 34% of the looms. 
Lawrence mills had on average five times as many spindles and twice as many looms as 
Bradford firms, and they employed on average four to five times as many workers. 
Fosters of Black Dyke Mills, the largest spinners in Bradford, had 60,000 spindles 
compared to 215,000 in the Wood Mill. The largest weaving firm in Bradford operated 
1,400 looms compared with the 3,416 in the Pacific Mills in 1912. Although Bradford 
depended heavily on the worsted industry, which remained the biggest employer 
oflabour through to the 1960s, it was never the single industry city that Lawrence had 
become by the first decade of the 20th century. In Bradford 17% of adult males, 50.2% 
of adult women, and 63% of the children relied on the textile industry for employment, 
whereas in Lawrence the textile mills employed 75% of adult men, 93% of adult women, 
and 90% of children employed under 16." 

The massive expansion in the Lawrence textile industry also fuelled a massive influx 
of immigrants into Lawrence. The population more than doubled in thirty years between 
1880 and 1910, and the bulk of this expansion was made up of immigrants from Southern 

TABLE 3" 

MACHINERY IN LA WRENCE - WOOLLEN AND 
WORSTED INDUSTRY 

No. of No. 01 
Spindles Looms Spindles/Firm Looms/Firms 

1895 129,024 5.274 25,804 659 
1900 176,708 5,740 22,088 820 
1912/13 568,144 10,323 71,018 938 
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and Eastern Europe. By 1910 48% of the population was foreign born, many of whom 
had come between 1905 and 1910 when the population had grown by I 5,000." The new 
immigrants were concentrated in the textile mills, for as J.T. Lauck wrote: 

Only about one eighth of the woollen and worsted operatives at the present are 
native Americans. Slightly more than three fifths are foreign born, chiefly 
immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe." 

Wage levels reflected ethnic divisions. The average earnings for each week for each 
nationality are so described in Table 4. 

Different nationalities were mixed in the mills, so that in the Everett Mills the labour 
force was varied, as shown in Table 5. 

TABLE 4" 

Race Average Earnings Per Week 

Scottish $11.42 
English 11.39 
German 11.17 
French 11.07 
French Canadian 10.80 
Irish 10.21 
Hebrew, Russian 9.07 
Russian 8.59 
Polish 8.01 
Lithuanian 7.98 
Syrian 7.53 
Armenian 7.46 
North Italian 7.35 
South Italian 6.84 

TABLE 5" 

THE ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF THE EVERETT MILLS 

Americans 476 Germans 24 
Armenians 48 Hebrew 2 
Canadians 98 Irish 83 
English 35 Italians 212 
French 9 Lithuanians 258 
Greeks 6 Poles 188 
Russian 16 Welsh 2 
Scottish 31 Portuguese 63 
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Work within the mills was to some extent ethnically segregated, with spinning largely 
staffed by new immigrants like the Italian and Syrians; groups with previous textile 
experience such as the Franco-Belgians and Germans were employed in weaving. The 
English-speaking were concentrated in the higher paid jobs such as wootsorting and in 
supervisory positions. English speaking women dominated the better paid and more 
pleasant, typically female jobs of hurling and mending. 

The situation of the textile workers seriously declined in the period 1890-1912. The 
American economy was wracked by depressions throughout the period, and wage levels 
were no higher than they had been in the early 1890s. Conditions at the workplace 
deteriorated as premium systems were developed. Short time working and bouts of 
unemployment were common. Further industrial injuries were a common hazard. 
Continual speed ups and stretch outs were the order of the day. The mill owners were not 
resident in Lawrence, and within the city itself social conditions seriously deteriorated. 
How then did workers in these two cities respond to the worsening situation in the 

worsted industry? Trade unionism in both Bradford and Lawrence was seriously 
retarded, even in relation to other textile areas. In 1902 the total membership of the 
Union of Textile Workers, the craft based union affiliated to the American Federation of 
Labour, was only 10,600 throughout the whole of the United States, representing 1.49% 
of the total labour force and 0.46% of the woollen and worsted sector! Trade unionism 
was vigorously opposed by the corporations and the mill agents. As John Golden of the 
cautious and pragmatic NUTW said, 'For years every beginning we have made in 
Lawrence has been instantly stamped upon by the mill superintendents and their 
subordinates. " ' The power of the agents was considerable: in 1896 the Washington Mills 
dismissed two employees for refusing to contribute to the flag-fund of the Hanna-
McKinley presidential campaign. Following the 1894 strike at the Washington Mill, 900 
workers were dismissed, all the strike leaders were blacklisted, and the corporation 
openly stated that none of them would be reemployed at the mill.° 

Bradford trade unionism was also notoriously weak. By the 1880s there were a 
number of skilled craft unions and one general union. The general union, the Weavers 
and Textile Workers Association (renamed The General Union of Textile Workers in 
1912) had about 5000 members in the West Riding in 1892-93 but declined in the 1890s 

and early 1900s with a membership that fluctuated between 1500 and 3000. (See trade 
union membership in Table 6.) Mills were small and often internally specialised; there 
were large numbers of female and juvenile workers, and each mill paid different rates. 
As late as 1914 Cole and Mellor wrote: 

Trade Unionism is still in its infancy and none of the serious and pressing problems 
that affect it have been satisfactorily handled. Craft prejudice, narrowness of 
outlook, suspicion and benefit hunting are rampant. Indeed compared with any 
other industry or occupation it is lamentably backward.' 

Throughout the nineteenth century there had been few labour disputes in the textile 

industry, and when they did occur they tended to be short, small disputes confined to 
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individual mills or even to individual departments. 
Between December 1890 and April 1891 there occurred the Manningham Mills 

Strike, which was to have a crucial effect on local labour history." The strike symbolised 
extremely starkly the division between capital and labour. On one side there was the 
largest employer in Bradford, Samuel Cunliffe Lister, and behind him the great mass of 
local employers and local politicians of the Liberal and Tory Parties. On the other side 
were 4,000 workers, the vast majority of whom were not unionised. As the Yorkshire 
Factory Times wrote, 'The operatives have from the first been fought not only by their 
own employers at Manningham but by the whole of the monied class of Bradford. 
Although the strike ended in defeat for the workers, it was transformed during its course 
from a wages dispute at an individual mill into a major confrontation about civil liberties, 
with the intervention of the municipal authority and police on the side of management. It 
showed the weakness of trade unionism and the likelihood that this would remain so in 
the foreseeable future and that the need was for a strategy for the formation of an 
independent working class party. They would not only be able to control the police but 
would introduce fair contracts into municipal activity, thereby building a trade union 
bridgehead in the city. The events of the strike also brought to the fore the handful of 
Socialists in the city and West Riding textile trade union leaders. Unlike Lancashire, 
textile trade unionism was weak, but at the same time local leaders were much more 
politically advanced than their counterparts on the other side of the Pennines. The strike 
polarised the situation. As Fred Jowert said, 'In the Lister strike, the people of Bradford 
saw plainly, as they had never seen before, that whether their rulers are Liberal or Tory they 
are capitalists first and politicians afterwards.'" Or as Charlie Glyde put it, 'We have had 
two parties in the past - the can'ts and the won'ts and its time we had a party that wi1l.'' 

That party, the Bradford Labour Union, subsequently the Bradford ILP, was formed 
six weeks after the end of the strike. From that point it became the main vehicle for local 
working class advancement, as described by James Hinton: 

It is significant that the ILP emerged out of a defeated strike in Bradford, and that the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, where trade unionism was particularly weak, remained for 
many years its strongest area of support. The growth of socialist politics in the 1890s 
represents a search for political solutions where industrial ones had failed. Behind 
this lay the incompleteness and weakness of trade union orgnisation." 

In addition the ILP captured the local Trades Council, thereby building an alliance 
between the craft unions and labour politics. The party developed rapidly, as the vote at 

local elections shows. Very early it gained seats on the local Town Council and on the 
School Board, and it rapidly set about introducing municipal socialism. From the left it 
was attacked as a party which was only serving to prop up capitalism, but the ILP 
retaliated by arguing that it had to ameliorate the worst excesses of capitalist society 
whilst it grew in strength and educated the working class. Its electoral successes occurred 
not in the slum areas of the town but in the upper working class wards with a high 
proportion of skilled workers and craftsmen. 

13 



Bradford Trades Council 1899. (WY4S. Bradford 56D8011211 0) 

The 'red wards' were not in the slums, for as a local activist E.R. Hartley explained: 

The South Ward is a Liberal anti-Labour ward. What we have to think about the 
position is very little. It is not from people such as these are to be found in this 
locality that our emancipation will ever come. Socialism is a science of 
government. It requires intelligent men and women to grapple with its tenets and to 
look for such among the mass of unfortunate wretches who make the sum total of 
wretchedness in the South Ward is to look in vain. The very people for whom we 
are working and toiling are our worst opponents - bitter and intolerant, unsympathetic 
and insolent, prone rather to live on charity than upon the rights of manhood and 
womanhood and if ever such places are captured at all, they must be captured from 
outside, for not until the death rate, the insanitation and the horrible mode of life are 
changed shall we ever see the South Ward of Bradford taking an intelligent interest 

in the affairs mostly concerning it. This is no skit but a sorrowful admission of the 
plain facts as I see them.° 

To this end the party set about demolishing slum property and replacing it with rented 

council accommodation; the introduction of much more stringent public health 
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TABLE 75 

BRADFORD MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS /891-1913 

Total Votes Cast Percentage 

Year Liberal Tory Labour Liberal Tory Labour 

1891 11,596 11,582 1,310 47.4 47.3 5.3 

1892 6,596 6,803 2,693 41.0 42.3 16.7 

1893 6,981 6,466 3,867 38.! 39.5 22.4 
1894 6,981 6,466 3,867 40.3 37.3 22.4 

1895 11,614 11,399 3,089 44.5 43.7 11.8 

1896 14,058 14,483 2,907 44.7 46.! 9.2 

1897 12,102 13,998 4,52! 39.5 45.7 14.8 

1898 9,136 9,315 3,795 41.! 41.9 17.0 

1899 15,083 15,475 4,483 43.2 44.0 12.8 

1900 10,733 13,468 5,599 36.0 45.2 18.8 

1901 16,858 17,261 6,825 41.2 42.1 16.7 

1902 14,163 18,55! 6,60! 36.0 47.2 16.8 

1903 20,677 19,857 3,894 46.5 44.7 8.8 

1904 13,300 13,038 4,732 42.8 42.0 15.2 

1905 12,780 16,008 8,147 34.6 43.4 22.0 

1906 8,955 16,039 9,083 26.3 47.0 26.7 

1907 11,022 10,307 9,356 35.9 33.6 30.5 

1908 12,106 14,518 11,387 31.8 38.2 30.0 

1909 10,462 13,514 10,647 30.2 39.0 30.8 

1910 8,759 9,257 9,789 31.5 33.3 35.2 
1911 13,905 14,680 12,845 33.6 35.4 31.0 

1912 10,947 12,249 10,748 32.2 36.! 31.7 

1913 12,507 11,454 18,125 29.7 27.2 43.1 

measures; the development of the municipal provision of essentials such as coal and 
milk; pressure for municipal employment schemes; and a whole range of educational 
welfare reforms, including free secondary school scholarships, swimming baths, school 
medical and dental inspection, open air schools, and the provision of free school meals 
and clothing for pupils. 

There was however, another reason why the ILP was not successful in South Ward 
and other inner city wards, and this lay in the ethnic composition of the population. Many 

of these wards by this stage were predominantly Irish and up to 1914 the Irish voted 
almost solidly for the Liberal party and its call for home rule for Ireland. In addition 

Catholic hostility to the Labour Party was important. Only when the Irish question was 
partially resolved after 1918 did the Irish mm to class politics, when during the inter-war 

years it made up possibly the largest single component of the Labour Party.° 
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Ethnic and religious factors were of even greater importance in Lawrence. 
Throughout the first two decades of the twentieth century ethnic divisions very clearly 
weakened the labour movement in Lawrence. The spoils system in politics and 
wage/ethnic differentials in the mills forestalled the development ofa viable trade union 
movement, as well as an independent working class party. The 1912 and 1919 strikes 
showed very clearly that strikers and socialists were confronted by powerful forces 

within the working class which were more concerned with keeping down those below 
them in the social spectrum than with advancing the claims of all working men and 
women. The largely illiterate immigrant workers who struck twice in 1912 and again in 
1919 were confronted not only by the mill owners and agents but also by the hostility of 
the craft trade unions. In 1919 the Lawrence Central Union and the UTW condemned the 
strike as being due to the influence of 'alien Bolshevik IWW agitators' who had deceived 

the 'non-English speaking non-organised textile workers.' In 1912 John Golden had 
actively worked against the strikers. They were opposed by the civic authorities who 
blocked public meetings and demonstrations, whenever possible. They utilised the 
police, reinforced by officers from other forces, to arbitrarily assault strikers and others 
who they suspected of involvement. The assaults on Anthony Capraro and A.J Muste in 
1919 were only the public tip ofa very large iceberg of vio1ence.' They were opposed by 
the local legal establishment: Judge Mahoney declared at one point 'there is no such thing 
as legal picketing.'° They had to face the illegal provocations of their opponents, seen 
most clearly in the clumsy attempt in 1912 to plant bomb-making equipment on them. 
They had to face the growing power of the local bourgeoisie in local citizens' committees 
and in vigilante groups described by David Montgomery as 'an aroused babbitry. ' They 
had to face the hostility of the Catholic Church, a potent factor in Lawrence, particularly 
amongst the new immigrants. In Lawrence both Father O'Reilly at St. Mary's and Father 
Milanese of Holy Rosary were bitter opponents ofthe strikers. In 1919 Milanese said that 
the Italian strikers had been deceived by 'those who are sworn enemies of the Priesthood, 

of Catholicism, of your faith and of your religion.'' In both strikes the new immigrants 
were confronted by the hostility of the English speaking workers: 

Clad thus in the same mantle of opprobrium, the denizens of Lawrence's Little 
Babel have come to see one another more or less as comrades, in opposition both 
to their employers and to their English speaking unionised fellow workers. 

Anthony Capraro stated openly that in 1919 the Irish Americans had been 'the 
greatest enemies of the strikers." 

Faced by such opposition the strikers relied upon the mass involvement of workers in 
large scale picketing and demonstrations and on the support of community organisations. 
Without trade union support, except in 1919 from the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, they 
had to rum inward to their ethnic organisations, thereby utilising the strongest organisational 
aspects of the immigrant culture.' Further, although the strikes both in 1912 and 1919 
were run essentially by local workers, they were given invaluable assistance by outsiders, in 
particular from Joseph Etter, Arturo Giovannitti, Big Bill Haywood, Anthony Capraro, 

17 



and A.J. Muste. They provided an indispensible link with the labour movement elsewhere 
in the United States, often providing access to funds to sustain strikers and providing 
modes of publicity. The strikers, through ethnic bonds, could create solidarity in Lawrence, 
but in their battle with 'the Wool Trust,' they depended heavily on these outside advisors. 

Although both strikes in 1912 and 1919 were successful they opened up wide schisms 

within the Lawrence labour movement. The very ethnicity of the strikers cut off the new 
immigrants from the English speaking workers. Although there were individuals from 
both groups who were on the other side in the disputes, in particular a number of English 
trade unionists amongst the strikers, generally the ethnic hostility acted to preclude 
alliance in working class political movements or in trade unions. The new immigrants 
strove continually up to the 1930s to create industrial unions which were perceived as a 
threat by the skilled workers. Or as in 1919 they looked towards syndicalist or 
revolutionary groups which again served to divide them from the English speaking 
inhabitants entrenched in the existing political system. Without the influence that the 
skilled working classes brought into the Labour Movement in Bradford there was little 
chance of an integrated move forward. In addition corporate and city resources were 
utilised to draw a sharp distinction between the new immigrants and the English 
speaking. The Americanisation programme was deliberately intended to indoctrinate 
workers with a consensual analysis of American capitalist society. The Booster, the 
house magazine of the American Woollen Company, was little more than a crude 
propaganda sheet, attempting to attach workers to the firm by arguing that it was: 

something more than the world's greatest woollen cloth producer. It is 
endeavouring gradually to weave into the minds, hearts and emotions of the army 

of its workers, the threads of good citizenship, thrift and better material prospects." 

The radical leaders were picked off by the mills. In Bradford the blackballing of 
workers was common but generally ineffective, as there were so many firms in the city 
and surrounding districts. In Lawrence the small number of firms precluded this. In 1914 
none of the strike leaders of 1912 was still working in the mills, in 1919 the strike 
leaders were intimidated by the Palmer raids and the deportation of immigrants. In 
political terms ethnicity also worked against the creation of an alternative working class 
or Socialist party. The Democratic party was the party of the immigrant but was 

controlled locally by the English speaking immigrants who were unwilling to relinquish 
their positions. The skilled workers in the Lawrence Central Labor Union consistently 

rejected demands for independent political action at municipal elections. In local 
elections large numbers of the immigrants did not have the franchise. In 1910 with a 
population of 85,900 only 8,261 voted in the Mayoral election of that year." 

In the period 1880 to 1920 nineteenth-century textile paternalism broke down under 
the strain imposed on the labour force by the corporations and employers. The textile 
industry, however, did not undergo the classic changes expounded by Daniel Nelson in 
Managers and Workers.' Origins of the New Factory System in the United States 1880 to 
1920. Many of the managerial techniques he associated with this process were only 
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slowly and tardily introduced, and there were no major technological changes 
introduced. Rather there was a simple attempt to cut costs - in Lawrence through 
economies of scale, in Bradford through increased specialisation, basically an attempt to 
cut labour costs. Further, there remained only a small residual craft component in the 
mills to oppose these developments. The mule spinners, who have always been 
recognised as the classic group of skilled craft conscious workers in textiles, were not to 
be found at all in the Bradford trade, which used cap spinning and women and juvenile 
workers. Neither were they in Lawrence, as the large corporations basically used the 
English system of worsted production in this period. There was therefore not the 
employer/craft worker conflict, so ably described by David Brody and others in a 
number of other industries, in textiles. The deskilling process and the replacement of 
craftsmen by machine minders had already taken place in textiles in the early stages of 
mechanisation. The conflict in Bradford and Lawrence and other textile towns was therefore 
of a very different nature from other towns and cities in the United States and England. 

In Lawrence the rapid growth of large vertically integrated mills meant that it was 
possible, as in 1912 and 1919, to mobilise opposition and increase pressures on labour in 
industry wide strikes, something which was impossible in the fragmented Bradford 
textile industry. In Bradford the worker response took two forms. First textile worker 
leaders recognised the weakness of their industrial position allied with skilled workers in 
other industries, also confronted by technological change, to create an independent 
working class party to defend their rights in the political arena and to introduce at both 
the national and local level municipal and state socialism. This alliance between the 
skilled craftsmen and the great mass of semi-skilled textile workers was not possible in 
Lawrence because of the problem of ethnic divisions. In England it had been possible for 
craft, general, and industrial unions to co-exist within the trade union movement and for 
an all embracing Labour Party to emerge which incorporated a range of political 
philosophies. In Lawrence the conflict between industrial and craft unions was seen as a 

battle, because essentially it rested on the stronger foundation of ethnic differences. 
Similarly demands for independent working class political initiatives were strongly 
resisted by the organ of the skilled working classes, the Central Labour Union. 

'Americanisation' was utilised to drive a wedge between the native and older 
immigrant workers and new immigrants. The strikers were constantly stigmatised for 
being manipulated by outside agitators. In 1919 there was a whole chorus of accusations. 
Secretary of Labour, William B. Wilson said it was 'a deliberate organised attempt at a 
social and political movement to establish soviet government in the United States."' In 
retrospect it is difficult to evaluate whether this was a propaganda exercise or whether 
there existed an embryonic revolutionary movement in Lawrence. Although clearly it 
was utilised by employers to divide workers, there seems to have been a powerful radical 
movement in Lawrence, and Cole's statement that 'immigrants would follow alien 
leaders for better conditions but would never adopt un-American views' seems to be 
based on hope rather than reality. Certainly when the Strike Committee put forward its 
recommendations for the formation of the Amalgamated Textile Workers of America, 
they unequivocally defined its socialist objectives: 
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Our ultimate aim is, by whatever methods of proletarian action may be most effective, 
to help achieve the abolition of capitalism and the system of wage slavery; and to 
establish the ownership and control of industry by the workers, for the workers." 

But it only served to further divide the working classes. Yet again the different 
objectives can be clearly seen in the causes of the two strikes. Both 1912 and 1919 were 
fought on the issue of a reduction of the working week and a consequential reduction in 
take home pay. In both situations it was the skilled workers who were advocating a 
reduction in working hours, whilst for the new immigrants a reduction in hours meant a 
drastic reduction in wages. 

The other response of the Bradford textile workers was more discrete. Generally the 
low wages paid in the textile industry meant collective family work was a necessity for 
economic survival, as continued to be the case in Lawrence. However, it seems that at the 
end of the nineteenth century Bradford textile workers consciously set about limiting 
family size. In the early twentieth century Bradford had the highest proportion of one-
child families among the towns and cities of the United Kingdom. Interestingly, the 
second place was held by the neighbouring textile town of Halifax. Recognising the 
dilemma of low wages and large families, workers cut family size so that the chances of 
the individual child were markedly improved. There was the growth of the general 
distaste for textile work, and wherever possible, male children were encouraged to find 
alternative work. Increasingly the Bradford textile trade was staffed by female workers: 
after the Second World War male textile labour was made up of Central European 
refugees directed to the Bradford mills from transit camps in Europe, and from the 1950s 
by immigrants from the Asian sub-continent. 

Further it is possible to argue that this process also involved a reinforcement of 
patriarchy. Women workers were constantly blamed for the retardation of textile trade 
unionism. The 1914 Annual Report of the General Union of Textile Workers stated that 
the low levels of unionisation were because a large number of women are employed in 
the textile industry." This situation, as union activists recognised, was as much due to 
Bradford men, who Ben Turner said had 'kept their wives and daughters outside the trade 
unions." In the late nineteenth century, however, women had played an increasing role 
in parts of the labour movement. The formation of the The Weavers Union had come out 
of a female dominated strike in Dewsbury, and women had been involved as union 
officials. Women had played a crucial role in a number of disputes and shown 

themselves to be active and loyal trade unionists. In the early ILP women had been an 
important element. Yet by the start of the First World War there had been a sharp decline 
in female involvement in both the political and trade union spheres and in office-holding. 
So there was a decline in female involvement at the same time that there was an 
increasing consignment of women to undervalued and underpaid work. 

Finally, in both Bradford and Lawrence there existed a situation in which worker 

militancy could only be expressed at occasional moments. Although much more work 
needs to be done on issues such as sabotage, workers cutting back on production, and 
absenteeism, the lack of trade union activity reflected the weakness of the workers. In 
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neither place was trade unionism accepted by the mills. Disputes were generally 
unorganised and unplanned. They were generally small, usually unsuccessful, and 

confined to small groups of workers. A list of strikes in Lawrence includes disputes such 
as those of 15 dyers in 1886, 15 filing carriers in 1905, and 26 weavers in 1908." 
Occasionally however they were transformed into great collective efforts which united 
the community, or large sections of it, in mass opposition to the corporations and 
employers. Strikes took on the mantle of a great emotional crusade. The weakness of 
trade unions and the lack of collective bargaining meant that strikes were essentially 
unstructured; generally they were spasmodic and minor events, but occasionally they 
went far beyond their immediate context. Although fought on specific issues they also 
held within them the vision of fundamental change. Their strength lay in their ability to 
inspire ordinary men and women to look beyond the immediate situation and demand a 
better and more fulfilling life. On a worker banner in 1919 there was inscribed: 

As Youth We Want the Life of Beauty. 

The Manningham Mill strikers and the early members of the ILP were imbued with 
what Stephen Yen had called 'the religion of socialism,' a belief that the ordinary 
workers could create 'the New Jerusalem' and 'heaven on earth.'" Finally it is surely not 
insignificant that the 1912 Lawrence strike has come to be known as the 'Bread and 
Roses Strike' which inspired James Oppenheim's poem of the same name: 

As we come marching in the beauty of the day, 
A million darkened kitchens, a thousand mill lofts gray, 
Are touched with all the radiance that a sudden sun discloses, 
For the people hear us singing: 'Bread and Roses! Bread and Roses!' 
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'A COLLECTION OF ODDITIES': The Bradford Branch of the Social-
Democratic Federation. 

Martin Crick 

With the centenary of the Independent Labour Party only three years away the eyes of 
historians will undoubtedly turn to Bradford which, prior to 1914, 'can justifiably be 
considered the cradle of the ILP' and which in the 1890s provided much of its 
membership and financial support. The ILP's role in the formative years of the Labour 
Party has been well documented, as have the reasons for its success in Bradford? Indeed, 
it is a commonplace of Labour historiography that the ILP strategy of an alliance 
between the socialists and the trade unions was the only option open to the Labour 
movement, that a socialist party on the European model, with a Marxist philosophy, was 
impossible in this country. This is a flawed analysis, largely brought about by the lLP's 
own propagandists, for until well into the first decade of the twentieth century there were 
two distinct lines of advance open to the British socialist movement. The ILP leadership 

favoured a progressive alliance with the trade unions, in order to capture parliamentary 
seats. Many of the rank and file, however, placed the emphasis upon 'making socialists', 
which was essentially the rationale of the Social-Democratic Federation, the other major 
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socialist grouping in Britain. The debate between the protagonists of the Labour alliance 
and the supporters of socialist unity dominated the socialist milieu, in one way or 

another, until the outbreak of the First World War. 
Initially the advocates of one socialist party were in the ascendancy in the ILP, many 

of them anxious to assert rank and file democracy in the face of what they saw as a move 
towards centralisation and bureaucracy within the party. In 1897 they pressurised the 
leadership into unity negotiations with the SDF, and a referendum of the joint 
memberships voted to fuse the two parties. Yet that decision was never ratified. The ILP 
Conference refused to endorse it and consequently the possibility of a British socialist 
party, integrating the moral concerns of the ILP with the scientific Marxism of the SDF, 
was lost. In that defeat lies the clue to subsequent Labour historiography, whereby the 
SDF was relegated to the margins. Clearly the ILP leadership was largely to blame for 
the breakdown of unity negotiations, for immediately after the vote they launched an 

intensive campaign to persuade their members to think again. Bruce Glasier in particular 
was instrumental in swaying the Conference delegates to the National Administrative 

Council's position. The kernel of his case was that 

the ways of the SDF are not our ways. If I may say so, the ways of the SDF are 

more doctrinaire, more Calvinistic, more aggressively sectarian than the ILP. The 
SDF has failed to touch the hearts of the people. Its strange disregard of the 
religious, moral and aesthetic sentiments of the people is an overwhelming defect. 

This savage attack was an almost classical statement of later Labour orthodoxy with 
regards to the SDF, yet it bears little resemblance to the truth. As David Howell has 
pointed out, 'There is little evidence to suggest that in the 1890s the ILP was revealing 
itself as clearly more suited than the Federation to British conditions.' The early 
socialist movement was notable for its eclectic nature, for its regional diversity, and 
neither the ILP nor the SDF could claim to be a truly national party. Thus whilst the ILP 
predominated in West Yorkshire, in parts of London and Lancashire the Federation was 
the natural organisation for socialists to join. Often socialists moved easily between the 
two, whilst the formation of a branch could be dependent upon the arrival of an 
individual in that area, an accident of time and place. Any significant disparities in 
membership and influence between the two parties came about as a result of the eventual 
triumph of the Labour alliance and were not the causes of its formation. 

The Social-Democratic Federation was the pioneer organisation of the socialist 
revival in the 1880s, the veteran campaigner of the free speech and unemployed 
agitations, a propagandiser and populariser of Marxism. It established itself as the major 
socialist organisation in several areas, notably London and the cotton belt of North-East 
Lancashire, and was a vital presence at the founding conference of the Labour 

Representation Committee in 1900. It was a most important school for working-class 
militants and activists, exercising a disproportionately large influence in relation to its 
size. Although dwarfed by the ILP in Bradford and therefore seemingly unimportant, the 
Federation's history is worth recording. To echo Peter Stansky, 
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Little groups such as these ... have been 'justified by history', in that they are direct 
ancestors of the Labour Party, and represent a crucial strand in today's England 
which the other, older parties failed to provide.' 

Socialist organisations had existed in a limited form in Bradford in the 1870s. James 
Bartley, a later Bradford ILP stalwart, recalled an early attempt to form a socialist society 
in 1872. They were, he remembered, 'a little coterie ... Socialists in a strictly literary or 
academic sense' with some attachment to the ideas of Louis Blanc.' Until the early 1880s 
they met to debate socialist theory and occasionally to hear a guest lecturer. Then, 'about 
1883 echoes of the Democratic Federation began to be heard.' In February of the 
following year William Morris spoke at the Temperance Hall in Bradford on 'Useful 
Work versus Useless Toil'. He was disappointed with his reception, referring to the 
workers of Bradford as 'a sad set of Philistines',' but his meeting stimulated discussion 
and 'two or three "advanced" men" acquired Federation literature. At a session of the 
Bradford Parliamentary Debating Society George Minty spoke in favour of forming a 
branch of the Democratic Federation. A preliminary meeting was held in June 1884 and 
another a fortnight later, but there is no evidence to suggest that a branch was ever 
formed. The accolade of the earliest branch in Yorkshire fell to Leeds, with a visit from 
Morris again providing the stimulus. Tom Maguire organised the branch there in 
September 1884, and a Hull branch was formed in November. However, hopes of further 
expansion in Yorkshire were dashed by the secession from the Federation of William 
Morris and his adherents. The early socialists in the West Riding of Yorkshire had been 
heavily influenced by Morris, and the Leeds SDF followed him into the Socialist League. 
Minty, Paul Bland, Fred Jowett, Fred Pickles and other sympathisers in Bradford 

similarly threw in their lot with the League. 
The 1880s were a barren period for the SDF in Yorkshire, punctuated by isolated 

attempts at propaganda. Jonathan Taylor of Sheffield was a prominent member, and at 
one time sat on the SDF executive. Ben Turner of Batley, trade union organiser and later 
ILP member, joined the Federation in 1886 but he was an atypical member. Efforts were 
made to intervene in the Yorkshire miners' strike in 1885, but the miners' agent at Denaby 
Main Colliery reported that the fear of victimisation was too strong to permit the 
formation of a branch. Propaganda campaigns in Huddersfield in 1887 and 1888 were 
similarly unsuccessful. There is no great mystery about the failure of the Federation to 
make inroads into Yorkshire in these early years. Quite simply, it could not afford to send 
organisers and lecturers to the county on a regular basis. The party was perenially short of 
money and suffered from a chronic lack of speakers. In such circumstances resources had 
to be concentrated where inroads had already been made or where the outlook appeared 
most promising. Yorkshire at this time, outside the mining districts, proved a difficult area 
for trade union organisers let alone socialist agitators. Turner remembered Bradford as 
'the most heartbreaking district for Trade Union organising that ever I came across." 

The first major effort at expansion in Yorkshire came in the early 1890s, when the 
SDF held its annual conference in Sheffield in 1891. A series of open-air meetings was 
held in the city and delegates also travelled to Halifax to address a crowd of over 2,000. 
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This propaganda proved singularly unsuccessful, but the SDF executive was now 
determined to gain a foothold in Yorkshire. The party journal, Justice, had displayed 
considerable interest in the Manningham Mills strike of 1890-91 and in the subsequent 
growth of Labour Unions in Bradford and neighbouring towns. 'What is needed now', it 
said, 'is further education and most thorough organisation for there is an immense 
amount of what may be called floating socialism.'' The party's expansion in 
neighbouring Lancashire finally provided the opportunity, and A.G. Wolfe, the Burnley 
organiser, commenced a Yorkshire speaking tour in January 1893. He conducted 27 
meetings in the first six months of that year, visiting the major centres of Bradford, 
Huddersfield and Sheffield, the textile towns of the Heavy Woollen District, and 
outlying areas such as Bamoldswick and Skipton. His persistence eventually paid 
dividends, with branches being formed in Sheffield, Earby and Leeds. Yet the Federation 
struggled to survive. In Sheffield it maintained a somewhat erratic existence and the 
branch had to be re-established at the end of the decade. The problems there were 
symptomatic of the problems in the county as a whole. 

Just as in the 1880s the SDF had been pre-empted by the Socialist League so in the 

1890s it found itself confronted by the ILP. When the Federation made its first concerted 
effort to establish a Yorkshire base, in 1893, it found the ILP already in the field. The 
ILP's founding conference had been held at Bradford and Yorkshire was its major 
stronghold. Its ethical socialism had proved a powerful attraction to the remnants of the 

Socialist Leaguers, whilst its policy of an alliance with the trade unions appealed to such 
as Tom Maguire and Fred Jowett, active in the new unions which had sprung up in 
Leeds, Bradford and elsewhere. Consequently the SDF found itself with a lack of 
political space in which to operate. A further problem was its reputation as an anti-trade 
union body. Although this has been exaggerated, it certainly damaged its prospects in 
West Yorkshire, where the ILP's success was due largely to its connection with the 
unions. Essentially the Social-Democratic Federation had arrived in Yorkshire too late 
and therefore struggled to exist. The West Yorkshire ILP was the stronghold of 
opposition to the idea of socialist unity. 

The SDF achieved its strongest presence initially in precisely those areas where trade 
unionism was weaker and the ILP consequently less influential. By the end of 1895 it 
could boast three branches in Leeds and smaller ones in Hull, Bingley and Low 
Bentham. In Dewsbury the SDF first challenged and then replaced the ILP. Very often 
disillusioned ILPers, supporters of socialist unity, switched to the Federation. 
Nonetheless they were forced to relate to the ILP. Thus it was reported that a branch was 
to be formed in Halifax because the ILP needed 'a little backbone.' The Bradford 
members, upon the formation of their branch in August 1895, wished to 'Let comrades 

of the ILP of Bradford understand that this branch of the SDF has not been started 
antagonistic to the ILP." 

The Bradford branch was founded by a Coventry member, Comrade Tungate, who 

had come to Bradford seeking employment. It commenced operations with only six 
members. One of its first initiatives was to support Fred Jewett of the ILP in his election 
campaign for the Manningham Ward, where the Labour Echo reported that the SDF 
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branch was working 'with a heartiness that does credit to the members'." The branch met 
every Wednesday in the Central Coffee Tavern on Tyrrel Street, following the tradition 
of the early Bradford socialists who had similarly eschewed licensed premises. They 
aimed a shrewd barb at the ILP when they reported that 'We do not intend to start a 
drinking club for the purpose of getting members', for this was a source of much 
contention within the rival party. Nonetheless, such convictions did not make it any 
easier to gain recruits. After some six months the SDF could claim only 28 members, 
although this included Mrs. Nott, a Labour Guardian, and the branch was still entirely 
reliant on visiting speakers for propaganda. Henry Mayers Hyndman, the Federation's 
founder, came to Bradford in February 1896 and again in October whilst Chatterton, the 
national organiser, visited in July and September. It was almost a year after the branch's 
inauguration that it held its first open-air meetings, with J. Hunter Watts lecturing in the 
market place on 'How the Workers are Robbed' and 'The Duty of Revolt'. As the branch 
secretary reported, they lacked both the speakers and the funds necessary to mount an 
outdoor propaganda campaign. Their activities consisted almost entirely of indoor 
lectures and study classes, the members discussing Hyndman's Economics of Socialism 
and forming both historical and ethical sections. Not surprisingly recruitment was slow, 
and even Hunter Watts' forays produced only two new members. It was indeed 'a stiff 
fight', which bred in the Bradford members a feeling of superiority in the face of 
adversity; they regarded the struggle as 'a kind of purifier that keeps all that is worth 
keeping and throws off all that is useless'." Chatterton commented in similar vein that 

The Bradford SDF is not so strong (numerically) as some other branches, but it is 
solid to the backbone, and is composed of real live socialists who are worth any 
number of the other sort." 

Solid it may have been but a branch averaging only 15 members during its first brief 
existence and unable to publicise itself effectively could not hope to compete with an ILP 
membership of 2,000. The SDF had no figure of real stature in Bradford, although 
Charles Glyde had been a member of the Federation since 1887. Born in Leeds in 1869, 
Glyde and his family moved to Bolton in 1887. He was at that time a member of the 
Salvation Army but soon joined the SDF, where he was greatly influenced by Tom 
Mann, the the Bolton organiser for the Federation. Glyde moved to Bradford in 1890 and 
after witnessing the Manningham Mills Strike joined the Bradford Labour Union and the 
Fabion Society. He was elected councillor for the Tong Ward in 1904, became one of the 
leaders of Bradford's unemployed, and edited his own newspaper, the Bradford Socialist 
Vanguard. In spite of his SDF membership Glyde was more heavily involved with the 
ILP and as an organiser for the Gasworkers and General Labourers' Union. Tungate, the 
original driving force behind the branch, left Bradford early in 1896 and his successor as 
secretary, W.J. Simmonds, was also forced to leave the city in search of work. This 
dispersal of its most active members, coupled with increasing disillusionment in the face 
of repeated setbacks, caused the collapse of the branch at the end of 1897. Elsewhere in 
Yorkshire the outlook was similarly bleak. Of the three Leeds branches only Armley 
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maintained an active existence. Low Bentham, Skipton and Sheffield branches clung 
tenuously to life until mid-1898 and then they too collapsed. Those who were 
sympathetic to the SDF undoubtedly followed the example of W.P. Redfem of 
Huddersfield, who reported that he had joined the ILP for want of any viable alternative 
and that he hoped eventually for the unity of the two parties.' The only exception to this 
gloomy scenario was in Dewsbury, where an ILP branch which had always supported 
socialist unity and had been sceptical as to the value of trade unions was 'organised ... out 
of existence" by a capable SDFer from Burnley. Events in Dewsbury provided the 

catalyst for the re-emergence of the SDF in Bradford. 
The Bradford branch of the Social-Democratic Federation was not re-formed until 

1903, the main instigator being Edward Robertshaw Hartley. Hartley came into 
prominence in local politics in the early 1890s at a time of severe unemployment. He 
helped to form the Bradford Labour Union, and was a founder member of the ILP. 
However, the events surrounding the Dewsbury by-election of 1902 disillusioned him 
with the party's leadership and he joined the SDF shortly afterwards. He was on the SDF 
executive for seven years and fought five unsuccessful parliamentary election campaigns 
under its auspices. Hartley was also secretary of the Clarion Van Movement 1910-12. 

Dewsbury was a stronghold of Liberalism, due largely to the strength of 
Nonconformity, a pervasive temperance movement, and the support of a large Irish vote. 
The Liberal stranglehold on the constituency bred a complacency which exposed it to 
criticism and eventually outright opposition from organised labour. Thus in 1895 Hartley 
stood as an ILP candidate, polling 1,080 votes. Although the ILP branch in the town was 
thereafter superseded by the SDF, there remained a strong ILP presence at nearby 
Thornhill Lees, which was also in the parliamentary constituency. A Labour candidate 
was mooted for the 1900 general election, but negotiations between the SDF, ILP, and 
the Trades Council were scarcely advanced when the election was called and adequate 
funds were not forthcoming. It was decided to select a candidate well in advance for the 
next election but the local Labour forces could not agree on a nominee. A section of the 
ILP, with Ben Turner prominent, were prepared to compromise with the Trades Council 
and accept a Lib-Lab candidate in the hope of cementing the Socialist-Trade Union 

alliance. They were working towards a local Labour Representation Committee on the 
lines of the national body established in 1900. The SDF, however, were vehemently 

opposed to such an arrangement. They had seceded from the LRC shortly after its 
formation, objecting to the watering down of the socialist commitment, and had 

resurrected the campaign for socialist unity as an alternative. The Dewsbury branch had 
consistently suggested Harry Quelch, a prominent national figure in the party, as the 
socialist candidate for Dewsbury. Events caught both groups unawares. Mark Oldroyd, 

the Liberal M.P., resigned owing to ill-health and a by-election was called. When the 
SDF heard that Sam Woods, the Wigan Miners' agent, was being supported by Ben 
Turner and the local ILP they rushed to nominate Quelch. The ILP, both locally and 

nationally, condemned his candidature, fearing that it would damage the LRC and split 
the local Trades Council. Then the situation was still further complicated when the 
Liberals refused to nominate Woods and stood a Newcastle shipowner, Walter 
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Runciman. This blatant disregard of working-class opinion enraged the labour forces, 
and the Trades Council and the ILP now invited Hartley to be their candidate. 

Temporarily there was the possibility of two Labour candidates in Dewsbury, but 
saner counsels eventually prevailed and the National Administrative Council of the ILP 
persuaded the local branch to stand down, with the injunction that they were not to 
support Quelch. This dispute certainly demonstrated the isolation of the SDF after its 
withdrawal from the LRC, but it also demonstrated the increasing tensions within the 
ILP consequent upon its affiliation to that body. Many members were worried at a 
rumoured trend towards ILP/Liberal understanding in an attempt to achieve electoral 
success. One such member was Hartley, who had always been doubtful of the value of 
an alliance with the trade unions as a vehicle for socialist advance. Much to the chagrin 
of the ILP leaders he now announced his support for Quelch, complaining that 'The great 
work of the official section of the ILP at the present seems not so much to push socialism 
as to try and intrigue some half-a-dozen persons into Parliament." Events at Dewsbury 
disgusted him. He couldn't understand the hostility of the ILP towards the SDF and 
obviously shared the view that there had been behind the scenes manoeuvring to intrigue 
a Lib-Lab into the seat. 'This must end', he said, 'or my connection must cease with a 
movement which for the sake of getting men into positions will forget all its past and all 
its principles.' Other ILPers agreed, including the branches at Ossett and Huddersfield, 
and the Clarion movement also threw its weight behind Quelch, seizing the opportunity 
once more to campaign for socialist unity. In spite of the controversy surrounding his 
candidacy Quelch performed surprisingly well. In the heaviest poll ever recorded for a 
Dewsbury election he received 1,597 votes, and the Liberal majority was reduced by 
1,000. The election campaign was a contributory factor in the socialist revival of the 
middle part of the decade. It also persuaded Hartley to join the SDF. 

There were several reasons for the socialist revival. Disillusionment with the 
performance of the Labour Party in parliament was one; the success of Victor Grayson 
in the Colne Valley by-election of 1907 was another. Rising levels of unemployment 
and the Labour Party's failure to force its Right to Work Bill through parliament 
focused attention on the socialist alternative to the capitalist system. The SDF shared in 
the revival, and by June 1911 had 14 branches in Yorkshire. These branches 
approximated far more to the traditional stereotype of the SDF than did, say, the 

Lancashire branches. They were 'propagandist' organisations, opposed to the Labour 
alliance, in favour of socialist unity, aiming to make socialists. In Bradford the 
Federation was fortunate in that it could boast an exceptionally able organiser and 
figure of some repute within the socialist movement. Hartley re-formed the branch early 
in 1904 and, with a strong base in the Bradford Moor area, was able to build an effective 
campaigning body. 

The branch was restarted after a Hyndman visit in October 1903, part of his national 
tour in opposition to tariff reform. 'I had a packed meeting here last night', wrote 

Hyndman to Justice. 'The great towns of Yorkshire are getting far beyond mere 
"Labourism", I rejoice to say.'' Their initial meeting place was the Clarion Club at 

Whetley Hill, but they later moved to rooms above the Rawson Place entrance to the new 
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Bradford market. The emphasis was primarily upon education and propaganda, with 
discussion and industrial history classes featuring prominently in branch activities, but 
Bradford was a far more active body than some of its Yorkshire counterparts. The 
unemployed agitation was particularly to the fore. Mass rallies, deputations to the 
Guardians, sieges of the workhouse, and a 'landgrab' brought the SDF into the limelight 
in Bradford and placed it firmly in the mainstream of the SDF tradition. In November 
1904 2,000 people surrounded the workhouse demanding work, and the pressure of 
agitation persuaded the Education Committee to agree to the feeding of needy 
schoolchildren. On 24 July 1906, organised by Charlie Glyde, a group of unemployed 
workers took possession of land owned by the Midland Railway company. This was one of 
a series of 'land-grabs', the occupation of private, uncultivated land by the unemployed, 
initiated by the SDF. Some 30 men planted lettuce, celery, cauliflowers and turnips and 
even established a chip-chopping department to raise revenue. The main aim though was 
to attract public attention and to publicise Government inactivity. As a local observer 
noted, the SDF aimed 'to make the most of the opportunities afforded by the presence of 
curious onlookers of carrying on propaganda work."' Curious onlookers there certainly 
were, Glyde reporting over 100,000 visitors to the Bradford camp before its demise at the 
beginning of October. But it is clear that many of them regarded the proceedings as 
entertainment, even comedy, and the land grabs were of only minor value. 

The SDF in Bradford was typical of the national body in that it combined revolutionary 
rhetoric with reformist activity. Indeed one of the party's major problems was its inability to 
define its role, to decide whether or not to operate within the mainstream of political activity. 
Thus Hartley condemned window smashing and other illegal activities," yet these 
sentiments contrasted strongly with his violent language in the council chamber after the 
Postmaster-General's visit in 1908. Unemployment in August of that year had risen to 8.5% 
of the male population, and militancy increased. In Glasgow and in Bradford troops were 
placed on standby. Those in Bradford were to deal with any violent outbreaks arising from 
the visit to the city of Sydney Buxton, the Postmaster-General. In the event, although several 
attempts were made to rush St. George's Hall, the police were able to cope adequately. 
Nonetheless furious scenes ensued in the council chamber as both Glyde and Hartley 

attempted to move the suspension of standing orders to discuss the requisitioning of troops. 
Hartley was particularly vehement. 'I am a man of peace', he told the Mayor, 'and believe 
in proceeding in a constitutional manner but if you shelve this matter in this cowardly 
manner I wam you that I shall have to take other steps; and that is no idle threat.'" Later he 
called the Mayor a coward and, addressing the unemployed in the gallery, urged that 'For 

every one of you killed, demand a toll of two from the other class; take care that you aim 
high and hit the people who are responsible." 

Yet this revolutionary bluster co-existed with a preoccupation with municipal 
electioneering which made the Bradford branch almost unique in Yorkshire SDF circles. 
The presence of Hartley and Glyde on the council was a major boost to the SDF, 
although neither of them was elected on an SDF ticket. It gave them an invaluable 
propaganda platform, and this largely explains why they put forward candidates at every 
municipal election between 1906 and 1911. 
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TABLE I 

SDF MUNICIPAL ELECTION RESULTS 

Year Ward Con Lib SDF Other SDF% Vole 

1905 Bradford Moor 946 808 1207 40.8 

1906 E. Bowling 1074 890 634 24.4 

1907 E. Bowling 1374 - 697 - 33.7 

E. Bowling - 954 702 lnd.559 31.7 

1908 E. Bowling - 1355 799 - 37.1 

South 993 732 301 - 14.9 

1909 E. Bowling 1136 - 816 41.8 

South 800 865 230 .- 12.1 

1910 E. Bowling 742 911 560 - 25.3 

East 1268 - 350 21.6 

E. Bowling 859 910 662 - 27.2 

1911 E. Bowling 861 1022 579 - 23.5 

East 1126 1242 318 11.8 

Tong' 475 587 296 21.8 

1912-13' 

I. Hartley was elected on an ILP ticket although shortly afterwards he stood as SDF parliamentary 
candidate for Bradford East. 

2. By-elections. 
3. Tong had been held by Glyde since 1904 He had a strong personal following there. He did not stand in 

1911 but regained the seat in 1913. No other Socialist candidate whether of the ILP or SDF, could win 

the seat until Labour's successes in 1919 and 1922. 
4 Two BSP members, F.L. Liles and Glyde, were elected to the council in 1913 but owed their success to 

the fact that they were also tong-serving ILP members. These results are therefore omitted. 

The SDF also believed that municipal socialism was possible, indeed that it was a 
much more viable proposition than socialism via Parliament. Thus Hartley's answer to 
unemployment was to elect socialists to the council and D.B. Briggs, SDF candidate for 
East Bowling, showed that he had 'a thorough grasp of the possibilities of the further 
extension of municipal enterprises." These annual election campaigns, the unemployed 
agitation, the almost ritual 'free speech fight', history and economics classes, a book club 
and the whole gamut of social activities ranging from whist drives to trips to Bolton 
Abbey made Bradford something of'a stronghold of the SDF'.'t It boasted 100 members 
in 1907, although they were dwarfed by an ILP membership of over 1,000, formed a 
second branch in East Bradford in 1909, and also assisted the formation of branches in 
Shipley and Birkenshaw. A solid cadre of members was built up: George Mallon, a 
barber and Ruskin Hall corresponding student; Heywood Beaumont, a printer; D.B. 
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Briggs of Low Moor, perpetual election candidate; Doctor Dessin, close associate of 
Hyndman. Hartley, of course, towered above all, and his two parliamentary campaigns 
in East Bradford lent added stature to the branch. They also shed light on the relationship 
between the SDF and ILP, both locally and nationally, and serve to explain the growing 
urgency of the call by the SDF for socialist unity. 

Hartley had always been antipathetic towards the unions, viewing them as a 
reactionary force holding back the working-class movement. Inevitably, therefore, he 
was hostile to the idea of a socialist/trade union alliance. His opinion was forcibly 
expressed during a debate in Manchester, where he likened the Labour Party to a child: 

It was an excellent idea to lead the child, but if it was bigger than you, and refused 
to go? Nay! What if the child was so big that it not only refused to go with you but 
turned round and carried you where you never intended to go?" 

Hartley's solution to the problem was socialist unity. Innately distrustful of the 
leadership of both socialist groupings, he urged the rank and file to demonstrate their 
common sense and unite in the face of the common enemy - capitalism. And the attitude 
of this united socialist party to the Labour Party? 'Of course, they must have an alliance 
with the Labour Party, but it must not be an alliance which dominated and absorbed 
socialists.'" Each party must work on its own lines, for its own ideals, and ally for all 
objects held in common. 

Hartley's philosophy explains his later career in Bradford. He hoped, through his own 
example, to unite the socialist forces in the city and thereby inspire unity nationally. If 
the stronghold of the ILP could be brought into union with the SDF then, Hartley 
believed, the rest of the country would follow within twelve months." The ideal vehicle 
for such a strategy was a parliamentary campaign, and Bradford East was a most 
promising constituency, particularly in view of Hartley's local reputation. It was the 
most working-class constituency in Bradford. Unfortunately national developments 
militated against Hartley. At this time the ILP and the LRC were formulating a policy on 
the selection of candidates, and were very concerned that only those seats which were 
potentially winnable should be contested. Futhermore, in the aftermath of the Dewsbury 
by-election they were insistent that all local Labour organisations should be consulted 
before candidatures were given official sanction. These conditions often conflicted with 
the impulsive desire of local ILP branches and LRCs to run candidates at the earliest 
opportunity, and heated arguments resulted. What was certain was that no support would 
be given to candidates running without the LRC label, and the animosity of the ILP 
leaders towards the SDF ruled out any LRC/ILP support for Hartley in Bradford East. It 
was felt that this was simply an SDF intrigue to gain parliamentary representation, and 
by using ILP funds to boot!" Moreover, sanctioning Hartley would direct resources away 
from Bradford West and weaken Fred Jowett's chances there. 

Locally, relations were much more cordial, a reflection of Hartley's status there, and 
one is left wondering what might have been the future of British socialism if local 
initiatives had not been stifled by national bureaucracies or, conversely, if the Federation 
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Edward Robertshaw Hartley, chalking notice of an open air meeting on the pavement, 1900s 
(WYAS. Bradford 11D85/6/30) 

had remained within the LRC as a left-wing grouping. Starved of resources the SDF 
mounted what was essentially a propaganda campaign, boasting proudly that 'No 

canvassing was done and no conveyances were used." The distribution of handbills and 
the chalking of pavements were the limits of their efforts. Yet a mass meeting at St. 
George's Hall shortly before the election showed what might have transpired. Billed as 

a pro-Hartley rally, with the Countess of Warwick as the main attraction, it turned into a 
joint demonstration for Hartley and Jowett, attended by all the prominent figures of the 
Bradford ILP. From the platform Jowett wished Hartley every success and referred to the 
ILP and SDF as simply two sections of the one socialist party.'° The local ILP paper felt 
that 'The SDF friends have behaved with scrupulous fairness throughout the 
campaign ... have both tacitly and expressedly recognised priority of claim by the 
Western Division." Jowett won a famous victory, but Hartley also polled 3,090 votes. 
(Table 2 below). This was admitted by all shades of opinion to be a considerable success 
for the socialists. Like Quelch in Dewsbury, Hartley had proved that there was a sizeable 
body of support for the socialist option, certainly up to 1906. 

The SDF was impressed by the encouraging progress of its Bradford branch and the 

Federation's annual conference for 1906 was held in the city. Charlie Glyde was able to 
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report that the six Bradford delegates to the ILP conference had strict instructions to vote 
for fusion, a further tribute to Hartley's efforts in that direction. But the fact that he and 
Dessin voted on opposite sides in the debate on re-affiliation to the Labour Party 
demonstrated that the Bradford branch was as divided over the issue as the parent body. 
Hartley was elected to the provincial section of the Executive, a position he retained until 
his departure for New Zealand in 1911. His opinions were clearly expressed - the united 
socialist party must come first, and it could then decide on the question of affiliation to 
the Labour Party. To those in the ILP who argued that their strategy was, and must be, 
firmly orientated towards Labour Hartley retorted that 'A socialist is a socialist wanting 
socialism and there is as wide a difference of temperament amongst the various member 
of the ILP themselves as between them and the most extreme members of the SDF'." 

Between 1906 and 1911 the Bradford SDF seemed to be engaged in one long election 
campaign, whether at the municipal level or promoting Hartley for Parliament, and the 
message was insistent and clear - 'Socialists unite!' Success or failure was gauged in 
terms of the numbers of new members and the extent of the co-operation with the ILP. 
Thus Hartley's defeat and reduced p011 in January 1910, although disappointing, was 
viewed positively in terms of recruitment and propaganda. 'Our methods are unique!' 

they proudly announced. 'No canvassing, no posters on the wall - nothing but 
educational methods, leaflets, literature and meetings.'° The reasons for his defeat were 
correctly analysed as a switch of Labour votes to the Liberal as a response to the national 
issues of the Budget and the Lords, but that didn't matter. Socialist votes were clean 
votes, votes for principles, and the cause of socialist unity had been advanced. In view of 
the circumstances they felt that Hartley's poll was more than encouraging. 

There seemed to be some justification for this attitude. In 1911 the Railwaymen 
complained at a Trades Council meeting about the Liberal MP's vote on the Railway Bill 

and urged that a Labour man should oppose him at the next election. The ILP reaction to 
this request was that the SDF had first claim in East Bradford, and the SDF response was 
clearcut. 'We have planted the SDF flag in the division and we are going to remain." 
Hartley's departure for New Zealand shortly afterwards did not alter the SDF's direction. 

TABLE 2 

SDF PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION RESULTS IN BRADFORD 

1906. Bradford East 
W.E.B. Priestley (L) 6185 

V. Caillard (C) 4277 
E.R. Hartley (SDF) 3090 

2. 1910. Bradford East 
W .E.B. Priestley (L) 7709 

Browse (C) 5014 

E.R. Hartley (SDF) 1740 

22.8% 

12.0% 
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They were fervent proponents of socialist unity, their views encouraged by widespread 
duality of membership and co-operation between the two bodies. The SDF in Bradford 
functioned as a kind of haven for left-wing ILPers dissatisfied with their own party's 
moderation; there they could preach the pure unadulterated gospel of socialism without 
cutting their links with organised labour. Although the SDF were opposed to a formal 
Labour alliance they were never overtly hostile to the Labour Party or the trade unions in 
Bradford, unlike the Leeds branch. 

1911 was an eventful year for the British socialist movement, in many ways a 
watershed year. It saw the formation of the British Socialist Party, (BSP) which brought 
together the SDF, left-wing ILPers and large sections of the Clarion movement. Many 
hoped that the BSP would eventually unite all sections of the movement. There were a 
number of reasons for the founding of a new party in 1911. The SDF was racked by 

internal disputes, particularly over the question of international relations and foreign 
policy. Its leaders hoped to use the unity campaign as a diversion from the party's 
internal problems. They were motivated too by a financial crisis. Dismay at the Labour 
Party's performance in Parliament had produced a spirit of revolt within the ILP. Many 
on the left of the party felt that it was losing sight of the ultimate socialist vision, and they 
objected to what they saw as the increasingly oligarchic control of the party by the NAC. 
The dissidents drew closer to the SDF, sharing its platforms and co-operating in election 
campaigns. In 1910 four members of the NAC signed the so-called 'Green Manifesto', 
Let Us Reform the Labour Party, accusing the leadership of 'bartering the soul of a great 
cause for the off chance of an occasional bare bone'. However the dissidents were 
outmanoeuvred by Ramsay Macdonald and not one was re-elected to the NAC. 
Dissatisfied ILPers would have to look elsewhere! The SDF hoped to take advantage of 
this crisis within the ILP and launched a campaign for socialist unity. And then came the 
bombshell! Victor Grayson, now out of Parliament and political editor of The Clarion, 
launched his own appeal for the formation of a British Socialist Party. 

Grayson was a charismatic figure with support across the spectrum of British 
socialism. He was disillusioned with the existing parties and their leaderships and 
wanted individuals to send in their names for the formation of a completely new party. 
'For our new wine we must have new bottles', he argued.' The SDF, however, wanted 
already organised groupings to send delegates to a conference, there to discuss the 
grounds for amalgamation. Grayson suspected that this would lead to little more than an 
enlargement of the existing party, with the same leadership. There were differences of 
political outlook too. Many of Grayson's supporters were syndicalists, in favour of direct 
action, which ran directly counter to the SDF's traditional political orthodoxy and 
suggested problems ahead. Yet the Unity Conference at Manchester was a triumph of 
unity and comradeship, a resounding success. Attendance was impressive, delegates 
claiming to represent some 35,000 members. For some 12 months the BSP made 
substantial progress, winning ILP members in large numbers, but the initial euphoria 
was soon dissipated as divisions over policy re-surfaced. By the time of the 1913 
Conference membership was down to 15,000, little more than that of the SDF prior to 
1911. Indeed the party seemed to be centred on the old SDF heartlands of London and 
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Lancashire, the SDF under another name. How had it fared in West Yorkshire, and 
Bradford in particular? 

There were 27 organisations from the county represented at the Unity Conference, 
and at the height of the party's fortunes some 42 branches can be traced. ILP defections 
numbered some 1,300. In March 1912 the West Yorkshire District Council claimed to 
represent 1,000 members, and if we add to this branches not represented there and the 
membership of the Come Valley Socialist League then a figure of 2,000 members in 
West Yorkshire seems reasonable. Bradford claimed over 500 members. Yet 
significantly no prominent ILPer other than Grayson joined the BSP and leading figures 
such as Fred Jewett and Willie Leach in Bradford were severely critical of the new party. 
After March 1912 support fell away rapidly and only ten branches were represented at 
the 1913 Conference. Essentially the West Yorkshire BSP had slimmed down to its pre-

1911 SDF core. Electoral success was minimal, with only F. Lockwood Liles in 
Bradford and Alf Barton in Sheffield counting as genuine BSP victories. Bradford was 
in fact the most successful BSP centre, but even there it faded badly after 1912. In that 
year there were six branches: Central, East, West, Dudley Hill and Tong, North Bierley, 
Clayton, and West Bowling. The national executive of the party imposed John Stokes, 
secretary of the London Trades Council, upon East Bradford as its parliamentary 
candidate. The local branch was unable to gain ILP acquiescence in this and its chances 
of contesting, in the Labour interest, the constituency it regarded as its own appeared 
slim. Thus the idea of uniting the ILP and the SDF outside the Labour Party had been 
tried and found wanting. The advent of war brought about marked changes in the 
political landscape. The BSP eventually affiliated to the Labour Party, thereby signalling 
the demise of the socialist unity option, before breaking apart due to differences over the 
party's attitude to the war. Hyndman and supporters of the war effort re-formed the 
Socialist-Democratic Federation in 1916, but it was a spent force. Edward Robertshaw 
Hartley defected to the British Workers' League, an ultra-patriotic grouping which 
became avowedly critical of socialism. He had always been a staunch supporter of 
Robert Blatchford and followed him in his advocacy of the war. At a public meeting of 
the Bradford BSP in August 1915 he admitted that it seemed strange after 40 years of 
advocating peace to be advocating a crushing victory over the Germans. 'But willy-nilly 

we were at war, and to prate about peace and talk about the terms of peace before we 
knew which side was going to win was a waste of time." Hartley's attitude to the war 
cost him much of his influence in Bradford socialist circles, and his death in 1918 
removed the only prominent figure in BSP circles. Down to three branches by 1916, at 

Eccleshill, Great Horton and East Ward, by the end of the war Bradford had only one 
branch. It stood a candidate in Bradford South in the 1918 election, although without 
Labour Party endorsement. W. Hirst polled 8,291 votes, 30.9% of the total. However, as 

the BSP was now affiliated to the Labour Party he was perceived as a Labour Party 
candidate, hence the sizable vote. The branch remained in existence until 1920, when it 
followed the national body into the new Communist Party of Great Britain. 

William Morris, writing of the Social-Democratic Federation in the 1880s, called its 
members 'a collection of oddities'." In Bradford they were very much that, a small island 
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in an ILP sea. The very existence of the group was a strategy in itself— 'its increase in 
membership, its collective missionary and other activities, just its being there, however 
small, being a major part of what it is necessary to do to bring Socialism about."' Yet 
even in Bradford the SDF serves to remind us that the forward march of Labour did not 
have the inevitability that hindsight gives it, that more than one route was open. In 
Bradford relations between the ILP and the SDF were cordial, showing what might have 
been. Socialists were often members of both parties, another commonplace now often 
conveniently forgotten. Socialist unity was a viable option, which was precluded by 
events at a national level. Unfortunately the formation of the BSP came too late to offer 
a credible alternative to the Labour Party. The SDF produced a whole generation of 
working-class intellectuals and introduced many local leaders to socialism. In Bradford 
Charles Glyde was one such leader, converted by Tom Mann in Bolton," whilst Edward 
Hartley was attracted to the Federation by its refusal to compromise its socialist beliefs. 
The SDF educated, with Bradford and the other branches placing great emphasis on 
study classes and lectures. It also agitated, originating many of the tactics of mass action 
taken up in later years. Unemployed agitation was an SDF monopoly, and in Bradford 
the branch was effective in forcing the Education Committee to cater for needy 
schoolchildren. The SDF was the pioneer of the socialist revival in Britain and its 
presence in Bradford, the stonghold of the ILP, is a reminder of that fact. The eventual 
fate of the ILP proves that its alternative provided no panacea for socialist success. 
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'SUICIDE DURING A FIT OF INSANITY' OR THE DEFENCE OF 
SOCIALISM?: The secession of the Independent Labour Party from the Labour 
Party at the special conference at Bradford, July 1932. 

Keith Laybourn 

On the 30th July 1932, at Jowett Hall in Bradford, which stood on the site of the present 
Bradford Playhouse, the Independent Labour Party made its momentous decision to 
leave the Labour Party. It did so in the context of a major debate, usually referred to as 
the 'Disaffiliation Crisis', which deeply divided many members of the ILP, some of 
whom had worked together for forty years. Following its decision to disaffiliate, there 
was the hideous chimera of the ILP going into rapid decline and, as one politician 
predicted, 'the total sterility of a once great and influential party seemed assured'. 
Historians and politicians have often asked why the ILP took this course of action. R.E. 
Dowse considered it to be the product of a clash of personalities and policies whilst 
R.K. Middlemass concluded that it was 'suicide during a fit of insanity'.' Certainly, 
Fenner Brockway, a leading advocate of disaffiliation, later considered his action to be 
the most foolish one of his political career.' Quite rightly, most historians have noted the 
foolhardy nature of the ILP's action and this article largely supports such a view. But it 
is important to understand the atmosphere in which this irrational decision was taken and 
the political tensions and personal emotions which encouraged a small party to push 
forward with high aspirations which, in the cold light of day, it could never possibly 
achieve. Whilst disaffiliation was irrational it was also highly predictable, given the 
history of the ILP in the 1920s and the events which followed Ramsay MacDonald's 

desertion of the second Labour government in 1931. The fact is that the commitment to 
the development of socialist principles and actions led the ILP to follow a course of 
action which could only lead it into political obscurity. 

The immediate context of this crisis was the decision of the Parliamentary Labour Party 
to ensure that all Labour MPs pledged themselves to obey the Standing Orders of the 
party. This followed MacDonald's defection to the National Government and was 
clearly an attempt to ensure party unity within Parliament amongst the small group of 52 

Labour MPs who remained after the disastrous general election of 1931. It was a natural 
feeling within the Labour Party that some type of unity was required if any effective 
political challenge was to be made to the National Government, which commanded 
almost eleven times as many MPs as did Labour. 

Jimmy Maxton and the ILP leadership saw the matter in an entirely different light, 
regarding it as an attempt to restrict the ILP's freedom of expression - though they were 
demanding just such obedience from the rump of five ILP MPs, reduced from the 37 in 
1929 and the 45 in 1923, who remained after the 1931 general election. There was 

substantial support for Maxton's viewpoint from the Scottish ILP branches which, since 
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the 1920s, had overtaken the Yorkshire and Lancashire ILP branches in dominating the 
national movement. Consequently, Maxton and his 'Clydeside' supporters were able to 
press for the amendment of Labour's Standing Orders and disaffiliation with some 
certainty that their views had wide approval and would be accepted. In the end, their will 
did prevail, but not until there had been a serious debate and convulsions within the ILP. 

The fact is that disaffiliation was the end product of years of frustration and tension 
within the ILP. The problems had first arisen in 1918, when the Labour Party became a 
socialist party. For a number of years the ILP debated whether or not it should continue. 
In the end it did, with a high level of enthusiasm for a commitment to it acting as the 
conscience of the Labour Party. In the early 1920s it worked well with Labour, rising to 
50,000 fee-paying members, increasing parliamentary representation and developing a 
growing reputation for ideas; its summer schools spawned many innovative socialist 
ideas. But from the mid 1920s, when John Wheatley, Jimmy Maxton and the 
'Clydesiders' gained the upper hand within the ILP, tensions and conflicts began to 
divide the party. Representing a more working-class tradition within the party, the 
'Clydesiders' were critical of the middle-class leadership which had emerged to power 
in the early 1920s, under Clifford Allen, a Cambridge academic and a conscientious 
objector of the First World War. 

Allen, described as 'perhaps the most talented spokesman of the younger generation 
of middle-class intellectuals who had joined the ILP during and after the war', built up 
the funds of the party through money obtained from his friends, was able to finance a 
new paper, the New Leader, and to mount effective political campaigns as treasurer and 
then chairman of the party. He was responsible for putting forward a major policy 
campaign, 'Socialism in Our Time', with its various published offshoots such as The 
Living Wage, which advocated the need for a direct attack upon poverty by the 
redistribution of income to the mass consumers in order to create the home demand 
which would reduce unemployment. It was this group, and these policies which the more 
working-class orientated 'Clydesiders' objected to. They removed Allen from power and 
even amended the preamble to the 'Socialism in Our Time' campaign by positing the 
view that the 'old order is breaking down' when it was clear that the majority of the policy 
was designed to make capitalism work more efficiently in the interests of the workers. 

The Labour Party pointed to the contradiction within the policy and there was deep-
seated opposition to it within the ILP in the textile district of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. Harold Child, an old Bradford stalwart, responded to H.N. Brailsford's 

advocacy of this policy at St. George's Hall, Bradford, in September 1926 by suggesting 
that there should be the 'immediate nationalisation of everything' .' Others simply 
pointed to the contradictions within the campaign documents. 

Apart from the tensions which this campaign created within the ILP, confusions over 
the ILP's policies served to undermine the relations with the Labour Party, particularly 
since Ramsay MacDonald had openly criticised the programme, in Socialist Review of 
March 1926, as being a 'millstone' around the neck of the Parliamentary Labour Party. 
These relations were further tested by the ill-fated Cook-Maxton Manifesto of June 
1928, agreed between A.J. Cook, of the Miners' Federation of Great Britain, and 
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Maxton, of the ILP, which criticised the Labour Party and appeared to raise the 
possibility of establishing a new alliance of the Labour left. Labour Party opinion was, 
subsequently, suspicious of Maxton and conscious of the possibility that the ILP would 

eventually disaffiliate. 
By the late 1920s the ILP was divided and its relations with the Labour Party strained. 

In addition, it was becoming clear that the ILP branches throughout Britain were losing 
members - membership having fallen by half since the early 1920s. In this context the 

party had to look to its future. Was it to continue within the Labour Party, as its socialist 
conscience, or should it go its separate way? The decision appeared to become more 
pressing when Ramsay MacDonald's second Labour government failed to introduce 
socialist measures and vital following the collapse of that government in the fiasco of 
August 1931. 

Gradually, three factions began to emerge. Jimmy Maxton, Fenner Brockway and 
Fred Jowett led a group who, even before MacDonald's defection, were unwilling to 
accept the Labour whip on Parliament and threatened secession. Dr. Cullen led a group 

of Marxist supporters who drifted in the same direction, largely because it wished to see 
the ILP join the Communist Party. There was also a third body, led by Dr. Salter, P.J. 
Dollan and Willie Leach, of Bradford, which wanted to see the ILP remain within the 
Labour Party, and even questioned the need for the ILP's continuance as a separate body. 

In the textile district of the West Riding of Yorkshire there is no doubt that the 
majority view, generally shaped by Fred Jewett of Bradford, favoured disaffiliation and 
the continuance of the ILP as a separate political party outside the Labour Party. But, 
clearly, some leading ILPers dissented. Willie Leach opposed disaffiliation and even 
contemplated the possibility of the ILP submerging itself within the Labour Party. Yet 
the debate was largely academic until the Labour Party Conference of October 1931 
displayed a strong current of feeling that 'party discipline' was needed. It was determined 
to stand 'no nonsense from the ILP' and to show the 'rebel left that it could make no 
capital out of the present crisis'.' Despite Fenner Brockway's protestations, Arthur 
Henderson 'thundered against the organised conscience of the ILP' and won a vote, by 
2,117,000 to 193,000, against permitting the ILP to ignore the Parliamentary Party's 
Standing Orders.' The prospect of the ILP's disaffiliation suddenly became more real. 

11 

Bradford played an important part in the early history of the ILP for it was there, in St. 
George's Hall and at the Labour Institute in Peckover Street, that the national ILP had 
been formed in January 1893. It was there, also, that it held its 'Coming of Age' 

conference in April 1914 at which J.H. Palin claimed that 'Of ordinary historical 
association, Bradford has none. In Domesday Book, it is described as a waste, and the 
subsequent periods of capitalist exploitation have done little to improve it. .... The 
History of Bradford will be very largely the history of the ILP." Before the First World 
War, the Bradford ILP was generally recognised to be the most powerful body within the 
ILP, providing a substantial proportion of the funds of the national movement and 

43 



Philip Snowden and Fred Jewett at the Scarborough Conference of the Independent Labour 
Party 1916 
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organising more than 1,600 members. The First World War reduced this membership 
substantially, and organisations in other towns and regions, particularly those in 
Scotland, became more influential. But the Bradford ILP's organisation did revive 
quickly - reaching almost pre-war proportions by the early 1920s. But by the end of the 
1920s the movement was, once again, in decline, many of its members identifying more 
closely with the Labour Party and drifting out of the ILP because of its changing socialist 
policies and strategies. Thus it was at a moment of decline and frustration that the 
disaffiliation debate came to fore in a local organisation which was being reduced to its 
hardcore diehards, many of whom still looked back to the great days of the Bradford ILP. 

In Bradford the disaffiliation debate was particularly divisive since it mainly took the 
form of a personal conflict between Fred Jowett and Willie Leach, who, for forty years 
or so, had been close friends - Leach having been the one-time employer of Jowett. 
These were the great figures of the local ILP. Jowett was a founder member of the 

Bradford Labour Union/ILP in 1891, had been an ILP councillor and alderman, was 
returned as the first Labour MP for a Bradford seat in 1906 (Bradford West), being MP 
until 1918, and again, for Bradford East between 1922 until 1931. Indeed, he had been a 
member of the first Labour Cabinet in 1924, as the First Commissioner of Works. He 
was also a member of the National Executive of the Labour Party between 1916 and 

1932. Leach's political career was hardly less impressive. He was an ILP activist and 
councillor from the 1890s onwards, despite being an employer in the woollen and 
worsted trade, a Labour MP for Bradford (Central) between 1922 and 1931, and, at 
various times, editor of the Bradford Pioneer, the weekly organ of the Bradford ILP. In 
1924 he was an Undersecretary in the Treasury in the first Labour government. 

These two pillars of the Bradford ILP, so closely linked in their early careers, had begun 
to move apart in she late 1920s. Part of the reason was the fact that Jowett had deliberately 
embarrassed the Labour government in October 1930 when he moved an amendment to the 
King's Speech. He explained later that 'Socialism is the official policy of the Labour Party 
and it was not recognised in the King's Speech.' Therefore, there was nothing for it but to 
move to amend the King's Speech.'° As Leach made clear in his later writings, he felt that 
it was this type of action which contributed to Labour's temporary political demise in 1931. 
Yet it was not until the collapse of the second Labour government and the mounting 
pressure for disaffiliation that the the two lionesque figures of the Bradford ILP engaged in 
an open debate in the Bradford press and in the BradJòrd Pioneer. 

The disaffiliation debate had risen in temperature as a result of the decision of the 
Labour Party Executive to demand that all its candidates in the 1931 General Election 
should sign a document insisting that they should accept the Standing Orders of the 
Labour Party. As a result 19 ILP candidates refused to sign and were thus not endorsed 
by the Labour Party. Three of them were elected - Jimmy Maxton, R.C. Wallhead and 
John McGovern - and were joined by two successful trade unionists, David Kirkwood 
and George Buchanan, who also declined to accept Standing Orders. These five MPs 
formed the ILP Group in the new Parliament and were not admitted to the meetings of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party. As a result negotiations went on between the ILP and 

the Labour Party to arrange a compromise but matters were not helped by the Labour 
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Party Conference of October 1931 which, as already indicated, did not contemplate any 
possibility that the ILP could act as the 'organised socialist conscience' of the Labour 
Party. Negotiations faltered and the issue of disaffiliation was seriously raised at the 
ILP's Easter Conference of 1932 where, by a narrow majority [188 votes to 144] the 
delegates had rejected disaffiliation and voted in favour [by 250 votes to 3] of the 
Scottish amendment for conditional affiliation. A similar motion at the 1931 Easter 
Conference had been defeated by 173 votes to 37. There was now a serious groundswell 
in favour of disaffiliation. Nevertheless, as a result of the 1932 vote negotiations were re-
opened between J.S. Middleton, Assistant Secretary of the Labour Party, and John Paton, 
of the ILP, in the hope that some compromise could be arranged on Labour's Standing 
Orders. But it was obvious that such an arrangement was not possible and, by the 
summer of 1932, matters were coming to a head. At this stage, Fenner Brockway tided 
with Maxton and the Clydesiders, and recognised that 

The ILP must either be wholly in the Labour Party, subordinating its own policy to 
vote according to the majority decisions, or it must stay outside. He rejected 
altogether the federal conception of the Labour Party which the ILP urged, there 
could be no room for freedom within it." 

From June until the end of July, when a Special Meeting of the ILP was to be held at 
Bradford, the issue of disaffiliation dominated the Bradford ILP and took the form of a 
personal debate between Leach and Jowett, on the one hand, and between Jowett and 
Frank Betts, the editor of the Bradford Pioneer and father of Barbara Castle, on the other 
- though it was the former which raised most passions. 

From early 1932, Leach blamed the ILP for weakening the whole movement as it had 
the second Labour government, 'by its continuous assertion of Labour 
untrustworthiness, and yapping at the heels of the present leaders'.' This was a clear 
reference to Jowett's actions in October 1930. The whole thrust of Leach's argument was 
that there was a need for unity and that the ILP ought to accept the rather flexible 
Standing Orders of the Labour Party. To him, the whole idea of disaffiliation was 
unacceptable and undesirable. He was strident in his opposition to disaffiliation and, in a 
powerful polemic, he wrote that 

For some years the ILP has been unhappily losing prestige and membership due, I 
think, to two main causes. Firstly, the disposition towards the belief that its work as 
a party was finished when the Labour Party adopted a Socialist programme and 
secondly, because of the irreconcilable and foolish actions of some of its 
quarrelsome MPs. Vanities and disappointed ambitions have played their part. 
Besides all this the younger end have keenly desired quicker speed and spectacular 
action. Certain spectacular actions have, however, served to bring discredit. 
Leadership has a lot to answer for. [ .... ] 
I do not know the real will of the I.L.P. membership. I find it very difficult to 

believe that a full party plebiscite on disaffiliation would endorse the views of 
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Maxton and Co. I fear that branches may pass disaffiliation resolutions at tiny 
meetings where only the fiery element is in attendance and decisions will be taken 
which never would be taken on a proper plebiscite vote of the whole 

membership.[....] 
MacDonald and Co. have gone East, the disaffiliationists would go West. All the 

fruits of ill will, antagonism and open war are bound to follow in both cases. It would 
be the most melancholy situation that has ever arisen in British Labour politics. 

Suppose the disaffihiationists win. They will do so, as I think, on a minority vote 
of members. They will march into the wilderness with less than half the 
membership. It is all very sad and disconcerting.' 

Such views were incongruous to Fred Jewett who, by this stage, was strongly 
advocating disaffiliation unless the Labour Party gave up its insistence upon Imposing 
Standing Orders.' His main concern was that the Socialist debate could be stifled within a 
Labour Party which operated through the block vote of trade unions and in a Parliamentary 
Labour Party which expected loyalty to one viewpoint. His concern was one of ensuring 
socialist advance and, in a trenchant criticism of the Labour Party, he wrote that 

I said that what worries Socialists about the block vote is that it can, and does in 
fact, smother every new forward movement year after year and, therefore, it 
discourages all except the most energetic and confident supporters of the new 
measures and policies almost to the point of despair. However successful Socialists 
may be in their approach to individual Trades Union branches and constituency 
Labour Parties delegates at the Conference representing less than haifa dozen big 

unions, on the decision of a bare majority in each of their delegations can defeat 
every new proposal by throwing blocks of hundreds of thousands of votes each into 
the scale without regard to the size of the minorities in each of their own unions.' 

To this he added, that the exercise of Standing Orders was being used by the Labour 
Party to prevent Labour MPs from voting for policies which, in 1929 and 1931, had been 
part of its election programmes. He added that 

If the Labour Party will withdraw the arrogant and undemocratic authority it has 
given to the Parliamentary Labour Party to prohibit Labour MPs from voting in 
accordance with Labour Party Conference decision, whenever it thinks fit to do so, 
the question of disaffiliation will be settled, so far as the ILP is concemed.' 

Leach replied to these assertions by noting that Jewett, like others within the Labour 
Party, was subject to the majority attitude, and that sensitivity about the Labour whip was 
a mere pretext for the personal ambitions of some ILPers, especially in light of the fact 
that in July 1931 the 'Maxton-Jowett ILP Group in Parliament' propounded a set of 

Parliamentary Standing Orders to govern the actions of the 150 or so ILP MPs (more 
than one hundred of whom had their elections paid for through the Labour Party and 
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were therefore only individual members of the ILP and not obliged to follow its lead), 
and the 280-odd Labour members, and that they should obey the decisions of the ILP 
Conferences and the National Administrative Council of the ILP.' The implication was 
that the ILP leaders were not being consistent in their attitude and that they were being 
arrogant in their assumption that they were the protectors of socialism. 

As the Bradford Special Conference of the ILP drew closer the personal invectives 
between Jowett and Leach intensified." They reached something of a climax when a 
Special Meeting of the Bradford ILP was held on 25 July 1932 at which the matter of 
disaffiliation was discussed. At this meeting Jowett forcibly outlined the reasons for 
disaffiliation and was supported by Charles Billson, Jack Bailey, Arthur Brown, Norman 
Fortune and other acolytes. On the other hand, Leach, in countering Jowett, argued that 
there was immense flexibility within the Standing Orders of the Labour Party which 
allowed MPs some liberty of conscience. He was strongly supported by Mr. McClean 
and Councillor Ruth. Although there was a feeling that there should have been no vote, 
since many members were on holiday or unable to attend for a variety of reasons, a vote 
was held, with 112 for disaffiliation and 86 against." This decision provoked a futile 
Open Letter' in the subsequent issue of the Bradford Pioneer which implored the 
delegates attending the Special Conference not to disaffiliate for 'The rank and file of the 
ILP must work WITHIN the organisation of the Labour Party to ensure the greater 
service to the working-class movement."' It concluded upon the immensity of the 
decision that was lobe taken: 'The ILP was born in Bradford. Have you come to bury it?' 

Maxton, Brockway, Jowett, the leaders of what was dubbed the 'Suicide Squad', won 
the day despite the entreaties of Leach and the Bradford Pioneer, - the ILP disaffiliated 
from the Labour Party at its Special Conference held in Jowett Hall on Saturday and 
Sunday, 30 and 31 July 1932. The decision to disaffiliate was taken on the Saturday by 241 
to 142 votes and the Sunday meeting was held to reorganise the ILP constitution and to 
advise members and branches to resign from the Labour Party, and to get trade unionists to 
redirect their political levy from Labour to the ILP." There was an air of unreality, of 
enthusiasm and euphoria, about the whole proceedings on the Sunday which bore no 
relationship to the real prospects of the lLPs potential political success in the future. Some 
of the delegates were quite clearly carried forward by an infectious enthusiasm and belief 
that the Party with a 'clear socialist line would sweep the workers behind it'.' Jowett had 
no such illusions, for him the issue was a matter of principle. Indeed, he wrote that 

The ILP may have to go down .... There would, however, be no uncertainty as to its 
fate if it did accept this humiliating and useless position in the Labour Party, it 
would surely die. Indeed, there would, in that event, no longer be any reason to 
live .... If the ILP is to die, let it die honourably, fighting, as befits its past, and not 
perish miserably seeking to live without function, merely to wear a label.0' 

Reporting upon the decision to disaffiliate, a rather sad editorial in the Bradford 
Pioneer concurred with Jowett's fears: 
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The Independent Labour Party now joins the numerous small groups engaged in 
useless and obscure warfare against the organised Labour army. Along with the 
Communist Party, the Socialist Party of Great Britain and other eccentric groups 
quite unknown to the general public, the total sterility of a once great and 

influential party seems assured." 

The Leeds Labour Party also reflected that 'a small section of the ILP will now re-
organise itself on the basis of the "Marxian philosophy of the Class Struggle" to fight the 
Labour and Trade Union Movement with semi-Communist thunder' .' 

Ill 

The views of Leach and the Bradford Pioneer were prophetic for the ILP collapsed 
rapidly in its Yorkshire heartland, just as clearly as it did elsewhere. The Bradford ILP 
faced the immediate difficulty of continuing to meet at Jewett Hall: 'It was only able to 

meet there due to the fact that the Labour Institute which owned the Hall, had been 
prepared to wipe off £300 of its rent debts in 1931/32.'" The implication was that this 
might not happen in 1932/33. In addition, only one of the 32 members of the Labour 
Group on Bradford City Council was prepared to leave the Labour Party. The rest issued 

a statement against disaffiliation: 

No suggestion has ever been made that in our civic capacity we have betrayed any 

Socialist principles or acted at variance with the agreed Municipal Programme. 
Further, we regard our tenure of office as having been secured with the 
endorsement of the Labour Party, and as a contract between ourselves and the 
elections based upon the Municipal programme agreed by the ILP and issued 
annually by the Labour Party. Such a contract is not broken at the instance of any 
section which chooses to become disaffiliated from the main body. 

Having been elected to the Council with the official sanction and support of the 
Labour Party, and knowing no sound reasons for disowning our allegiance to the 
Labour Party, we all of us unreservedly declare our loyalty and devotion to the 
Labour Party, and our determination to service under its banner." 

The picture was similar elsewhere in the West Riding of Yorkshire. The Braniley ILP 
sent a letter to the City of Leeds Labour Party, indicating its intention to 'remain 
affiliated to the Labour Party'." Other branches followed suit and there was a brief 
attempt to organise an 'Anti-Disaffiliation' group within the ILP. A small group of 
ILPers who had disagreed with the disaffiliation decision had met at the end of the 
Special Conference in a belated effort to form a National Provincial Committee to meet 
with other similar bodies in London on 20 August. County Councillor Hyman, Alderman 
A. Pickles, Councillor J.J. Wilson and Councillor A.W. Brown, all from Bradford, called 
a meeting at Jowett Hall on 8 August to help organise an 'Anti-Disaffiliationists' group 
within the ILP and even arranged a Yorkshire Conference of Affiliated ILPers on 
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Saturday, 24 September, at which Leach was present.r But in the end these efforts 
proved futile and many ILP members simply joined the Labour Party. Some joined the 
Socialist League, a small pressure group financed by Sir Stafford Cripps. The once-
powerful Bradford ILP lost more than half of its remaining 750 members.'° Many ILP 
branches collapsed altogether as they, their members and representatives, were forced to 
decide between the ILP and the Labour Party. 
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The anger and resentment of the wider Labour movement was amplified by the 
decision of the ILP to ask its trade union members to remain within trade unions and to 
get them to use the 1927 Trades Dispute and Trade Union Act in order to get their 
political levy transferred from the Labour Party to the ILP. This was considered, by 
many trade unionists, to be an act of sabotage: 'The Maxton-Brockway group, in order 
to make their policy effective, propose to throw a monkey-wrench into the political 

machinery of the Unions."' Trade unionists were not impressed. 
The ILP expired as a political force in Bradford, the West Riding of Yorkshire, and 

throughout the nation as a whole. It returned no MPs to Parliament from the West Riding 

- even Fred Jowett failed to win Bradford East in the 1935 General Election. At the 
municipal level the ILP achieved only patchy and limited successes in Keighley and 
Bradford. W. Smith represented Keighley East Ward from 1934 until the Second World 
War. There was more success in Bradford for ILP ward groups continued to survive in 
Manningham, Thornton, Great Horton, East Bowling and Tong. A. Tetley won Tong for 
the ILP in 1932, 1935 and 1937. In 1937 he wasjoined by A.L. Brown, who was returned 
for the same ward. The ILP also won East Bowling with J. Cariss in 1934 and 1937. 

The ILP had clearly lost its political vitality and its main contribution in local politics 
seemed to be the embarrassment of the Labour Party. In 1933 Foster Sunderland, 
President of the Bradford Labour Party, just failed to defeat one of the most reactionary 
members of the City Council owing to a loss of votes to the ILP candidate. The Labour 
Party reflected bitterly that 'the ILP is able to take pride in the fact that they handed to 
Mr J.T. Waterhouse the power to cut the milk allowance at Nursery School and to repeat 
many other economies which Waterhouse has supported'." 

Such events lost the ILP both sympathy and support and even its representatives 
began to question the value of its continued existence. Tetley and Cariss joined the 
Labour Party during the Second World War and Brown, though he contested Tong for 
the ILP in 1945, followed their example soon afterwards accepting, at last, that the ILP 

could not be resuscitated. Indeed, the death of Fred Jowett in 1944 had robbed the 
movement of his personal support in the Bradford East parliamentary organisation. Once 
outside the Labour Party, the ILP could command little support in Bradford and the West 
Riding: without Jowett it had practically none. 

lv 

Labour historians have habitually agonized at some length about the reasons for the 
ILP's decision to leave the Labour Party in 1932. In the final analysis, most put the 
reason down to a combination of factors rooted in personalities, policies and political 
circumstances. In the first place, it has been argued that Jimmy Maxton could not fit into 
a Labour Party now dominated by Arthur Henderson and George Lansbury after the 
departure of MacDonald, and that his intention to ditch Labour had been evident in the 
1920s. iowett's association with the Maxton viewpoint would also account for the 
decision of the Bradford ILP to support disaffiliation - for he had been the dominating 
figure in Bradford Labour politics for more than forty years and had won much personal 
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support. ILP support for disaffiliation was, therefore, something of a foregone 
conclusion. Secondly, there was clearly some frustration at the failure of MacDonald's 
second Labour government (1929-1931) to achieve much in the way of Socialist 
measures. Indeed, several of those in attendance at the Bradford ILP meeting and the 
Special Conference expressed such concern. Jowett, indeed, made the disaffiliation 
affair an issue about the future of socialist principles. Thirdly, the fact is that the Labour 
Party was much reduced in its parliamentary representation after the 1931 general 
election and this was, perhaps, a propitious moment for change. The Labour Party's 
weakness also occurred at a time when it was also tightening up on its own parliamentary 
representatives. Was the ILP going to remain or depart? Perhaps the moment for change 
might never occur again. 

Certainly, a variety of factors were present and may have impaired judgements. R.K. 
Middlemass's comment on the lLP's decision that it was 'suicide during a fit of 
madness', does, however, seem most apposite. A small group of ILP leaders seem to 
have convinced themselves, in a period of intense conflict with the Labour Party, that 
they could offer a viable and enduring Socialist alternative to the Labour Party when it 
was obvious, to even the least astute of political observers that the Labour Party's 
support had waned due to the unusual circumstances of the 1931 general election. In the 
end, Willie Leach was correct and the 'total sterility' of the ILP was assured. Brockway, 
and other members of the ILP, if not Jewett, eventually came to recognise their mistake 
and, as a postscript, it is interesting to note that the ILP eventually ceased to exist as a 
political party in 1975 and rejoined the Labour Party as a rather small propaganda and 
discussion group. The ILP had paid the price for cutting itself off from its historical 
tradition and roots. The irony was that having been formed in Bradford in 1893 it 

effectively committed political suicide there in 1932. 
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OLD PHOTOGRAPHS OF BRADFORD, NO. 1: WAPPING 

Paul Jennings 

The Wapping district of Bradford grew from the early years of the nineteenth century. It 
was bounded on the one side by the ancient highway of North Wing and on the other by 
Bolton Road, built by the Eccleshill and Bradford Turnpike Trust and opened for traffic 
in 1827. Wapping Road itself, a branch of that trust, traversed the neighbourhood. 

From the beginning it was a poor area. The Woolcombers' Report of 1845 on the 
sanitary condition of Bradford described it as 'an ill-paved, extremely filthy 
neighbourhood'. Even into the twentieth century the night soil men continued to empty 
the privy middens there. 

Besides its houses closely packed on the hillside, the neighbourhood had a great 
variety of shops, including grocers, newsagents, butchers, confectioners and 

pawnbrokers, as well as numerous pubs; three in Wapping Road alone, the Gardeners, 
the Richmond House and the Union Cross. There were also two schools, Wapping Road 
(still in use) and the church school in Captain Street, now the Cathedral Centre. Another 
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Ligard Street, Wapping, looking towards Henry Shaw's Mill 1935 (WYAS, Bradford 4D90) 
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feature of the area was its lodging houses, one of the largest of which, accommodating 
108 lodgers in 1881, still stands in Captain Street, though put now to different uses. 
Though certainly a 'poverty-stricken area' as one former resident remembers it in the 

1920s, it was also, he recalls, one with a vibrant 'communal spirit'. In the 1930s much 
the greater part of it was demolished and is now covered, fifty years later, by a section of 

the inner ring road. 

These photographs of the Wapping clearance area were taken by Jack Rooley, Public 
Health Inspector for Bradford Borough Council in 1935. 

BUILDING CONTROL IN BRADFORD: Deposited Building Plans, their origins 

and uses with particular reference to Little Germany. 

Geoffrey Manuel 

I 

Three years after the incorporation of the Borough of Bradford in 1847 the Council 

obtained a local Act of Parliament to enable it to regulate better a wide range of activities 
within the Borough. The Bradford Improvement Act, taking effect on 25 September 
1850, included many of the clauses from the epic Public Health Act of 1848' as well as 
parts of the Towns Improvement Clauses Act' and the Town Police Clauses Act' (both 
1847). It extended the more limited powers of an earlier local Act of 1803' (which it 
repealed) and also replaced the provisions of a general Act 'to provide for the Regulation 
of Municipal Corporations in England & Wales" (1835) which the Council had adopted 
shortly after its incorporation. 

The powers of these various Acts of Parliament were needed to bring some order to 
the chaotic and uncontrolled growth of Bradford which, in common with other 
nineteenth-century industrial towns, was struggling with the social and health problems 
of rapid urbanisation. The provisions of the 1803 Act had attempted some basic 
'cleansing' of the streets, had required property owners to 'well and sufficiently pave' 
the footpaths opposite their buildings and had tried to have 'annoyances' and 'nuisances' 
removed from the streets - including wandering cattle and swine. As far as buildings 
were concerned the only provisions were for the construction of elementary sewers and 
the prevention of projections from buildings and openings in pavements which might 
cause danger to passers-by. Armed with 'one wheelbarrow, two shovels, two coal rakes, 
two besoms and one water pan' two 'proper persons' were set to work as scavengers. 
But, after various schemes were tried, little was achieved and the streets became so filthy 
that a writer of the time said they would 'disgrace a Hottentot settlement'.' 

By 1850, with the passing of the Improvement Act, more determined efforts to tackle 
some of the major urban problems, particularly those identified as health hazards, were 
being made. From the 1848 Public Health Act (as embodied in the Improvement Act) 

came the requirement that 'no new house was to be built without proper drains' ('proper' 

57 





Ordnance Survey, 1904 

59 



being undefined!), that 'sufficient watercloset or privy accommodation and ashpits, 
furnished with proper doors and coverings' must be provided and - important in the 
context of this article - 'written notice of building and rebuilding' must be offered to the 
Council for approval before building could begin. Approval was also required before any 
new street was laid out and plans had to be submitted to show the intended level and 
width. Any proposed building projecting beyond the general street line would be 
'disapproved' as would any with the familiar 'obstructions' and 'projections' from the 
earlier Acts. As far as public buildings were concerned, a notice of intent was required 
with a plan and description showing the means of supplying fresh air - that rarest of 
commodities in 1850! Streets were to be named and houses to be numbered although it 
was many years before numbering became a universal practice. 

Thus, 1850 marks the real beginning of a form of planning control at the local level 
and the 'notices' required by the Council took the form of a 'building plan' which was 
deposited with them - hence 'Deposited Building Plans'. They gave, in a manuscript 
note on the plans themselves, an indication of the type of property and a reference, often 
vague, to its location, name of owner and architect and, of course, details of the drains. 
After perusal by the Council they were countersigned as 'approved' or 'disapproved' 
and, if rejected, the reason was usually written on the plans by the Chairman of the 
delegated Committee. The plans are serially numbered in a simple chronological 
sequence. Plan No. 1, submitted by the well known local architects Andrews & Delauney 
is for seventeen houses in Lumb Lane for the Crown Building Society and is dated 15 
October 1850 (it was approved with crisp attention in this case by the full Council - 

three days later). The last plan in the series submitted to Bradford Borough Council is 
No. 100299 for a garage in Wibsey and is dated 30 January 1974. Planning control was 
taken over by the City of Bradford Metropolitan Council and plans continue to be 
submitted to the new authority. 

Regrettably, many of the plans were missing by the time they were transferred by the 
Council's Planning Division from the attics of City Hall to the care of the Archive 
Service in the years following 1974. However, the majority do survive: they have 
recently been copied on to microfilm and these copies are now available in the 
searchroom of the Bradford Archives. A bound Index (also now on microfilm) was 
maintained which simply gives the street, building type, name of the applicant and the 
date of approval. Unfortunately the name of the architect, although given on the plans 
themselves, is not shown in the index and it is not possible, therefore, to ascribe any of 
the missing plans to a specific architectural firm. By the same token it is not possible to 
obtain an overview of the work of individual architects by skimming the index. 

It has already been noted that the Bradford Improvement Act took effect from 25 
September 1850 and the Council lost no time in setting up its internal machinery to 

handle the new flow of business. A Street & Drainage Committee was established and 
among its special powers was the authority 'to approve or disapprove of the plans for the 
erection or rebuilding of houses'.' At its first meeting on 2 October 1850 it promptly 
appointed a sub-committee 'to inspect and report on notices to build': this body settled 
down to its task with vigour, approving a rebuild of a house in Great Horton Lane for a 
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Mr. Edward Theophilus Tetley, an ale and porter store in Manchester Road for Mr. 
Pollan, brewer, and a couple of shops in Stott Hill for Mr. William Reynolds. Building 
Plan No. 4, for three houses in Manningham carries the stern comment (the first of many 
such over the years) from George Rogers, Chairman of the Committee, that 'each house 
must be provided with a privy in suitable situations'. 

After a mere six months the Street & Drainage Committee decided to try to relinquish 
its special powers: they recommended that a new Building & Improvement Committee 
should be established to undertake, inter alia, the job of planning approvals. °This new 
committee was accordingly created by the Council on 15th April 1851" and, at its 
opening meeting on the following day, tackled its first batch of approvals." The 
committee was certainly kept busy. For instance, in 1852/3 there were plans put forward 
for 71 new streets and 1772 buildings, including 48 warehouses and mills:' 1854 
produced 68 new streets and 34 warehouses/mills out of a total of 1669 buildings." 
Indeed the growth of the city and its industrial core can be measured by the building plan 
activity through the years. The Building and Improvement Committee was also 
responsible for the supervision of Mr. Edward Walker Shaw, recently appointed 
Borough Surveyor from a field of 72 applicants with an impossibly exacting job 
specification and a salary off150 a year.' 

Returning now to the Building Plans themselves, some mention must be made of the 
difficulties and limitations which the earlier ones present to a researcher. Many of them 
were drawn on a tracing paper which has become brittle with age and they now have the 
texture of a crisp poppadam - vital parts of the drawings simply crumble away when they 
are opened: those drawn on linen have fared better. Hence some of the microfilm copies 
of early plans are incomplete but, at least, the need to handle the originals again should 
not often arise. Even from well-established firms the draughtsmanship and legibility is 

often poor and one has the impression that their preparation was not infrequently 
delegated to the most junior clerk: it is, perhaps, not surprising that the minimum amount 
of professional effort was expended since there was neither payment for them nor the 
need to impress a client. Furthermore, the customary reactions to a new flood of rules 
and regulations from the local bureaucracy were presumably little different than they 
tend to be today. 

It has to be understood that the Plans are not - and were never intended to be - full 
architectural drawings and the limited purpose for which they were required must be 
appreciated. There is usually a plan of each floor of the building (at a scale of 8' = I 
the ground floor plan normally giving the name of the adjoining street(s) and owners of 
neighbouring property: there are one or more sectional drawings which are useful in 
revealing the height of the building and the number of floors. Detail is limited and, 

unfortunately, elevations were not required and so are not normally provided. This lack 
not only reduces the intrinsic interest of the drawings but adds to the difficulty of 
verifying a plan against an existing building. Since the local authority was not concemed 
at this time with aesthetic considerations or the impact of a new building on the 
streetscape the Building Plans rarely show what a building actually looked like. With the 
next cholera epidemic round the comer the local authority was clearly more concerned 
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with basic matters of health and safety rather than the appropriate application of the 
Gothic or Italianate style! 

Despite the provisions of various Acts, street numbering on the earlier plans is almost 
unknown, adding a further limitation to positive identification. Certainly none of the 
surviving plans for the warehouses in the Little Germany area (to be described later) 
carry street numbers and Bradford must still have been enough of a village in the 1850s 
and 1860s for such descriptions as 'a new warehouse in Burnett Street next to Mr. 
Dunlop' to be sufficient identification. The 'seventeen houses in Lumb Lane' in Plan No. 
I already mentioned may be anywhere in a fairly long street but, on reflection, does the 
exact location really matter to the Building & Improvement Committee as long as the 
drains go somewhere? Street Directories are of little help (they will merely confirm that 
Mr. Dunlop lived in Burnett Street) and it is not until the excellent Post Office Directory 
of 1879/80 that the ground becomes firm. Very few of the warehouses in Little Germany 
are physically marked with their street numbers even to this day! 
A further problem may arise in making a positive identification from the plans. They 

often show a proposed building at the corner of a pair of intersecting streets: there are, of 
course, four such possible corners and, without any apparent conventions about 
orientation of plans - or even a helpful arrow pointing north - one is left to guess which 
one is actually intended! 

However, given the limitations described, the Building Plans are of very great interest 
and help to a researcher. For those with the time and patience to follow them thoroughly 
they give a unique picture of the development of the town and the increasing 
requirements of the local authority over the years. Since the name of the architect is 
usually given on the plans they are an important primary source for the corroboration of 
an architect's work. But in this context it is a pity that so many are missing and, 
inevitably, many of those by the most prominent local firms and those of the most 
important public buildings have vanished. 

These general observations about the Building Plans in the Bradford Archives arise 
from a research project to identity the surviving plans for the warehouses in the Little 
Germany area. The rest of this article is devoted to the findings of this exercise. Its 
purpose is not to describe the area and its buildings in detail since they have already been 
thoroughly examined:' in addition most of the buildings are Grade II listed and the 
Department of the Environment formal descriptions are also available.' However, for 
those readers who may be unfamiliar with this district of Bradford, a brief introduction 
may be useful. 

Specifically, and for the purposes of this article, Little Germany is taken to be that part 
of Bradford lying on the sloping ground south east of the Cathedral and bounded, to form 
an irregular pentagon, by Church Bank/Barkerend, Upper Park Gate, East Parade, Leeds 
Road & Well Street. It was church land until sold for development in the 1850s and the 

open aspect of this part of Bradford is evident in T. Dixon's map of Bradford surveyed 
in 1844-46. 

The area was largely developed in the twenty years from about 1853 (Field Street & 

Currer Street, for instance being laid out by approval of Building Plan No. 969 on 2 
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Law Russell, Vicar Lane, designed by Lockwood and Mawson 1873 
Photo: courtesy Ryburn Publishing/Ian Beesley 

February of that year). Although there were a few domestic properties built, most of the 
new buildings were medium to large-sized warehouses designed for the storage, display 
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and sale of finished worsted goods - mainly for export trade. Many of these 'stuff' 
warehouses were commissioned and used by German merchants who had settled in 
Bradford - hence 'Little Germany'. The buildings were usually designed by the best 
local architects of the day and most of them were in the fashion of Italian palazzi 
following the stylistic trend set by Andrews and Delauney in their 1852/3 design for the 
Milligan & Forbes Home stuff warehouse in Hall Ings (now the offices of the Bradford 
Telegraph & Argus). Only two surviving warehouses depart from this generally accepted 
style - George Corson's splendid Scottish Baronial for William Dunlop at 46 Peckover 
Street and the wildly extravagant Gothic of 51/53 Well Street, possibly by Eli Milnes, 
which cheerfully flouts the generally accepted maxim that decoration decreases with 
height! If this is, indeed, Eli Milnes (and, unhappily, there is no Building Plan to be 
found) then it is somewhat out of character to the restrained approach of most of his other 
designs. These two buildings apart, the Italianate gives a strong coherence and unity to 
the area, almost as if it had been centrally guided - as already noted, however, style was 
of no concern to the worthy gentlemen of the Building & Improvement Committee. 

Most of the warehouses survive and with the resurgence of interest and growing 
appreciation of these handsome buildings more of them are being found new uses in a 
much changed world. Some have, of course, been lost and a number of Building Plans 
still exist for those which have been demolished. For instance, the block between 
Church Bank and Currer Street, behind 39/45 Well Street (now a car park), had a 
chequered history. Lockwood & Mawson produced a plan for one warehouse for Mr. T. 
Mills and this was approved on 12 November 1858 (Plan No. 2694). Just over four years 
later the same firm (plus an additional 'Mawson') produced, for the same client, plans for 
a block of five warehouses on the site (Plan No. 3430, approved 20 January 1863). It is 
not clear whether or not these replaced the original warehouse or added to it. Finally 
there seems to have been a complete rebuild (same client, same architects) approved, as 
Plan No. 9990, on 19 December 1877. All that now remains is a grimy bricked-in 
doorway of some distinction hanging forlornly to the back of Pennine House. A 'lost' 
building on the corner of Burnett Street and Peckover Street (now Festival Square) may 
be the one referenced in Plan No. 2045 and received in the Borough Surveyor's office by 
date stamp on 30 September 1855. It seems to fit the one shown on Goad's Insurance 
Map of Bradford for 1886 (a most valuable additional source of reference). 

The searches have revealed 18 Building Plans for existing buildings in the area 
together with a further 4 which specify additions or alterations. Three plans which are 
missing can fairly certainly be associated with existing counterparts from the limited 
information in the Building Plan Index. This shows a disappointingly low survival - 

there is practically nothing for that part of Well Street lying within the Little Germany 
boundaries and all is missing for Chapel Street where it appears that Andrews, partnered 

first by Delauney and then by Pepper, made a significant architectural contribution. 
In a few cases the plans seem to indicate that architects other than those normally 

attributed were, in fact, responsible for the designs. For instance, 47 Well Street appears 
to bean early (1854) Andrews & Delauney design; 4 Currer Street (the Downs Coulter 
building) corresponds in all major respects to an Andrews & Delauney plan of 1859 with 
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its extension by Andrews, Son & Pepper in 1866 (the join is clearly visible on both the 
Vicar Lane & Field Street elevations). Both these warehouses are generally credited to 
Lockwood & Mawson. 13 Currer Street, whose architect appears to be generally unknown, 
proves to be a late work (for this area) by Hope & Jardine (1875); 4/6 Burnett Street and, 
on the opposite side, 5 Burnett Street correspond to plans submitted by Eli Milnes. 
Two minor delights surfaced during the search - a neo-Gothic Cabmans Shelter in 

Well Street (Plan No. 11025, approved 10 August 188 1) and a Circus in Peckover Street 
(Plan No. 6150, approved 6 April 1870). Two further points should be made. Firstly, for 
anyone who needs to examine any of the earlier plans, it should be noted that Church 
Street (as given in some of the plans) was re-named Peckover Street - this is likely to 
have occurred some time between 1852 and 1856. Secondly, it is sad to note that the 
Grade 11 Listed Building at 14 Peckover Street has now vanished and its replacement is 
hardly likely to win any accolade! 
A detailed list of the result of the searches is given below. All buildings mentioned are 

also described in the Department of the Environment schedule of listed buildings. 

I Burnett Street corner site with Cater Street, now Gallon House (British 
International Hotel). 
Plan No. 4465: new warehouse for Wm. Schaub by Milnes & 

France, July 1866. Plan 'disapproved' 15 Aug & 19 Sept 1866 but 
no record on plan of final date of approval. 

2 Burnett Street comer site with Cater Street and known as Cater Buildings 
(described in error as I Burnett Street in the Listed Building 
Schedule). 
Plan No. 3315: warehouse in Burnett Street & Cator (sic) Street for 
E.E. Barthelmes by Eli Milnes, approved 28 May 1862. 

4/6 Burnett Street includes 18 Peckover Street and now called Atomik House. 
Plan No. 2502: proposed warehouse in Peckover Street for E. 

Milnes, designed Eli Milnes and approved 2 Sept 1857. 

5 Burnett Street comer with Peckover Street. 
Plan No.2705 (indexed under Peckover Street): for Delius & Co. 
by Eli Milnes, approved 15 Dec 1858. 

7/9 Burnett Street Plan No. 2756: 2 warehouses for Wm. Hirst Esq. by Eli Mimes, 
approved 8 Feb 1859. 

8 Bumett Street corner site with Scoresby Street and now called Wacom House. 

Plan No. 2601: warehouse intended to be built for W.B. Addison 

Esq. in Burnett Street by Andrews & Delauney, approved 21 April 
1858. 
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Plan No. 10252: enlargement of a warehouse in Burnett Street for 
A. Hoffmann Esq. by W. & R. Mawson, approved 14 August 
1878. 

4 Currer Street 

8 Currer Street 

13 Currer Street 

26 East Parade 

61 East Parade 

53 Leeds Road 

46 Peckover Street 

62 Vicar Lane 

63 Vicar Lane 

with fronts to Field Street & Vicar Lane: the Downs Coulter 
building. 
Plan No 2762: for H.J. l-leydemann Esq. by Andrews & Delauney, 
approved 4 May 1859. (Heydemann was Bradford agent & 
manager for Nathan Reichenheim & Co. of Berlin). 
Plan No. 4374: proposed extension of warehouse at corner of 
Currer Street & Vicar Lane for Messrs Reichenheim by Andrews 
Son & Pepper, May 1866. 

corner site with Cater Street. 
Plan No. 3157 for E. Milnes, designed Eli Milnes and approved 3 
July 1861. 

Plan No. 8647 for James Rhodes by Hope & Jardine, approved 21 
April 1875. 

corner site with Peckover Street: the Behrens warehouse. 
Plan No, 7289: warehouse for S.L. Behrens & Co. by Milnes & 
France, approved 20 July 1872. 

corner site with Peckover Street and now Caspian House. 
Plan No. 7553 for Delius & Co. by Milnes & France, approved 28 
Jan 1873. 

on corner of Leeds Road and Vicar Lane. 
Plan No. 2417 (indexed under Vicar Lane): for Wm. Carver of 
Manchester by Eli Milnes, approved 13 May 1857. 
Plan No. 11447 - extra storey to 53 Leeds Road for Messrs. 
Thomas & John Carver By Horton & Bridgford, Manchester, 
approved 26 April 1882. 

Plan No. 6284: warehouse for W. Dunlop by George Corson, 

approval date not recorded. 

Dc Vere House: includes I Aked Street. 
Plan No. 5391: for Thornton, Homan & Co, by Lockwood & 

Mawson, approved 23 Sept 1868. 

Law Russell warehouse: corner site with Field Street. 
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Probably Plan No. 7615 (recorded as missing) for Law Russell & 
Co, approved 2 April 1873. 

64 Vicar Lane Albion House: includes 2/4 Hick Street. 
Plan No. 4401: for Messrs. Kessler & Co. by Milnes & France, 
approved 23 May 1866, (two warehouses - second has entrance in 

Hick Street). 

66 Vicar Lane corner site with Bumett Street. 
Plan No. 4184: for Messrs. Jacob Philipp & Co. by Milnes & 
France, approved 4 Oct 1865. 

68/70 Vicar Lane corner site with Currer Street (and known to some writers as 6 
Currer Street). 
Probably Plan No. 2293 (recorded as missing) for Leopold Reiss, 

approved 1 Oct 1856. 

39 Well Street now Pennine House. On corner of Well Street and Church Bank. 
Probably Plan No. 4158 (recorded as missing) for Hardy & Sons, 
approved 13 Sept 1866. 
Plan No. 10389 alterations by W. & R. Mawson for Hardy, Nathan 
& Sons, approved 4 Jan 1879. 

45 Well Street includes IA Currer Street. 
Probably Plan No. 3606 (recorded as missing) for Heymann & 
Alexander, approved 30 Sept 1863. 

47 Well Street includes 2 Currer Street and extends back to Field Street. 
Plan No. 1508: two warehouses for Mr. John Atkinson by Andrews 
& Delauney, approved 8 March 1854. 
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GEOFFREY MANUEL was born in Bradford, but spent his early years in Ripon. He 
was educated at Ripon Grammar School and Queen's College, Oxford. His main career 
was in BBC Radio, but he left broadcasting to take a post as training consultant with 
ICL. Since returning to Ilkley he has taken an ative interest in local history, particularly 
the development of nineteenth century Bradford. 

THE GLEDHILL FAMILY OF YORKSHIRE, NORFOLK AND KANSAS, USA. 

Sheila Cox 

In 1939 Alfred Ernest Gledhill of Gaylord, Kansas, wrote a book about his parents' 
emigration to America and their subsequent pioneer settlement. In 1990 his great-niece, 

Mrs Janet Brooks of Portis, Kansas, a distant cousin of mine, visited London and gave 
me copies of the book, photographs and other documents, including family 
correspondence. These form the basis of this account. 

Joseph Gledhill, fourth of the five children of Joseph Gledhill and his wife Hannah 
Thornton, was born on 15 June 1813 and baptised the following month at Southowram 
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Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, near Halifax. His father, a stone mason and master of stone 
quarries, died in 1816. Young Joseph Gledhill became a wool factor and commission 
salesman, working from a warehouse in Norwich, where he lived for many years. It was 
there, in 1839, that he married Maria Friar and their four sons and one daughter were 
bom. The eldest, a son bom in July 1842 and named Joseph, was to become Alfred 
Ernest's father. Joseph and Maria returned to Bradford from Norwich in about 1856 
where their young family continued their education. 

The sons followed their father into the wool trade, learning all aspects including office 
work and book keeping. Joseph was taken into the family business, Joseph Gledhill & 

ISon when he came of age. However, the American Civil War had a severe effect on 
English trade and, in particular, the textile industry. Joseph Gledhill & Son was just one 
of many firms which became bankrupt at this time, and the younger Joseph decided to go 
to America, seeing no prospect of improvement in England. 

Joseph landed in America on Christmas Day 1863, and worked as a book keeper in 
New York for several months before becoming a wool sorter at Terry's Mill, near 
Plymouth, Connecticut. Here he met Elizabeth Leigh, a young lady from Hyde whose 
family of Lancashire textile workers overtaken by similar trade misfortunes in the cotton 
mills there, had also sought work in America. Joseph and Elizabeth married in Plymouth 
in 1865; their first two children were bom in Connecticut, Alfred Ernest in February 
1867 at Meriden and Amy Maria in December 1868 at Beacon Falls. 

Joseph only saw his parents once more. In 1867 his nineteen-year-old brother died in 
Bradford and as his mother's health was failing he, Elizabeth and three-month-old 
Alfred sailed back for a four-month visit, working in Bradford to help pay the expenses 
of the trip. His mother Maria died the following spring and his father Joseph some four 
months later while on business in Glasgow. 

About 1869-70 the New Haven Company was formed in Connecticut to promote the 
formation of a colony in the west. Joseph became interested, realising that outdoor work 
would be better for his health. In March 1871 about sixty five men set out from New 

York, including Joseph and his youngest brother, Arthur Thomas, who had joined him 
shortly after the death of their parents. Most of the enthusiastic band were factory 
workers or former soldiers with little or no knowledge of farming or stock handling and 
a number of them later decided that this new life was not for them and either returned to 
Connecticut or settled near Minneapolis. The few who persisted eventually settled at 
Twelve Mile Creek in Smith County, Kansas. 

Alfred gives an interesting account of his father's early days there, and of the struggle 
to gain experience, build dugouts and, later, log houses in which to live, and to 'break out' 
a few acres of land for crops. Prairie fires, some started by Indians, blizzards, storms and 
floods, droughts, plagues of grasshoppers all made their lives difficult and left little time 
for leisure pursuits or relaxation, but they persevered until they had made a reasonable 

settlement and those who were married could look forward to their families joining them. 
In September 1872, Elizabeth and the children, Alfred and Amy, made the long 

journey to join Joseph in Twelve Mile Creek, first by rail to Waterville, Kansas, then a 
seven day journey by ox wagon. Arthur was working his own homestead but lived 
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mostly with Joseph. Gradually the pioneers began to build up their isolated community; 
by 1873 the first Sunday School was organised and soon the people of the homesteads 
were able to come together for rare social meetings such as New Year and Fourth of July 
celebrations. The community spirit grew with the establishment of a Sewing Circle in 
1874, and later that year came a great improvement in communications when the Twelve 
Mile Post Office was inaugurated, Joseph becoming its first and indeed only postmaster 
during its twenty year existence, a position he combined with farming. Formerly, the 
nearest post office was sixteen miles away at Cawker, and mail was only picked up when 
someone had occasion to go there. 

Europe must have seemed more than a world apart when Frederick Ernest Gledhill, 
who had remained in Bradford, wrote to his brother Arthur in 1874. He was working in 
Paris, to improve the French he had already learned in Bradford, in order to obtain a 
better position. He wrote amusingly about his cross Channel journey, and his first 
lodgings, recommended by a young Bradfordian who had just left Paris. He had then 
moved to a better quarter to stay in a hotel costing him 25 francs a month (the lodgings 
had cost more), but he wanted to change jobs as his employer offered him only 'a 
miserable 50 francs a month'. He worked at the warehouse from eight in the morning 
until six in the evening, with an hour allowed at noon for breakfast. 

The way of living here is quite different to in England - I have nothing to eat at 
home - of course everybody does not live in exactly the same way but the ordinary 
way of living is to have nothing to eat until II or 12 o'clock breakfast time - 

Breakfast being a meal exactly like dinner both consisting in soup, meat, 
vegetables and dessert and wine - Dinner is taken at 6 or 7—The living is not at all 
dear — I like it very well. The dishes are prepared much more nicely than in England 
and there is much greater variety from which to choose. 

Joseph and Arthur, growing most of their own food in Kansas, had much less variety, 
but although the food was plain there was always enough to eat. 

Frederick had spent much of his free time sightseeing, but was beginning to tire of it: 

One does not care to be always running about to museums, picture galleries, 
churches, triumphal arches etc - The cafe-chantants, bals etc are almost inumerable - 
I have been to a good many of all sorts - They are most magnificent places usually, 
generally there is a saloon garden - the saloon resplendent with mirrors and flowers 
and lights and gildings and in the evening the gardens are lighted with inumerable 
little lamps - almost every song at all popular has a twinge of immorality - and at 
the bals the exhibition is of the most revolting character - You know what the can-
can is I suppose - Well here no restraint whatever is put upon the dancers - it is 
very amusing to watch the young men dancing. Their only object seems to be to 
make themselves look as ridiculous as possible. 

He had not seen his young brother for several years and ended his letter with a request - 
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'If you have had a new picture taken I shall be glad to see your face as it present appears'. 
Frederick stayed in Paris for a year. His first position on returning to Bradford was 

unsatisfactory but he soon found a better one, as clerk in a stuff warehouse, although, as 
he wrote again to Arthur in 1876 'owing to the unsatisfactory state of trade it is not what 
it might have been pecuniarily but I am in hopes that it will improve in that respect.' He 
had married Caroline (Carrie) Hanson of Halifax the previous year, and enclosed her 
photograph, also announcing the birth that very day of their first child Ernest, who was 
to die eighteen months later. He asked Arthur if he was likely to marry soon - 'If so send 
us the lady's picture, we should be glad to make her acquaintance in that, failing any 
other available way.' Arthur did not marry until 1880, and Frederick died in 1881, a few 
months after his baby daughter Edith, but his widow Carrie visited the Gledhills at 
Twelve Mile in 1885-6 with their remaining child, Arthur. Carrie became a teacher near 
Alton, Kansas, before moving with Arthur to Emporia, in the same state. She is known 
to have lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado, between 1904 and 1929, and Arthur was 
there up to 1926. 

Joseph and Elizabeth died at Twelve Mile in 1920 and 1914. Their hard work over 
many years had helped to create a community which grew and prospered. Their family 
of two sons and three daughters included two who combined school teaching with 
farming; descendants still farm in the same area. Brother Arthur Thomas and Clementine 
had three sons and a daughter, and after a similar life of homesteading they retired in 
1913 to Santa Monica, California dying there in 1933 and 1930. 

Letters and photographs were important links between emigrants and their families 
before the advent of telephones and air travel. When such records pass down to later 
generations they provide insight and interest and, as in this instance, can re-unite long-
lost relatives. 

SHEILA COX, who now lives in Wimbledon, was born in Harrogate and educated at 
Harrogate College. Her interest in family research was prompted partly by a study of 
Bradford and the earlier life of her father, Norman Alexander Foster, Mayor of 
Harrogate in 1951-52, for whom she was Mayoress. Mrs Cox has travelled widely, and 
this has encouraged her to study how British people, particularly those from Yorkshire, 
contribute to acitivities throughout the world. 

ALFRED COE, POSTCARD PIONEER 

Graham Hall 

Being a fanatical postcard collector, especially of local material, aroused my curiosity 
concerning local postcard manufacturers and encouraged me to carry out some spare-
time research into them. This led me to Walter Scott, one of the most prolific and well 
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Alfred Coes shop at 2 Barkerend Road, Bradford, 1900 (Graham Hall, private collection) 
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known, and also to Alfred Coe. It was Mr Coe and his work which set me off on this trail 
of discovery 

During the early years of this century picture postcards were to some extent a fashion, 
a fad, but nevertheless an important industry employing large numbers of people in their 
production. They were also a vital means of communication - a point almost forgotten 
today. It was the age before radio and the telephone still had not grown beyond its 
adolescent stage. Postcards addressed to local destinations sent in a morning would be 
delivered during the afternoon of the same day. 

Printers and photographers alike realised the huge commercial potential and the two 
often combined to produce a staggering variety of postcards, difficult to comprehend 
today. An enormous quantity of cards dating from before the onset of the First World 
War are fortunately still with us. They give an insight into an era never before possible, 
something of a window on the past'. 

Alfred Coe was born at Undercliffe on 12 February 185 1. He was the son of Bridget 
and John Coe, whose occupation is given as clothier on Alfred's birth certificate. As yet 
we have no information about the early life of Alfred, and only one clue has come to light 
concerning his original occupation. His trade is listed on the birth certificate of his third 
child born in 1879 as warp twister. Alfred married Mary Rushforth, whose family is 
believed to have hailed from the Kendal and Carlisle regions, in about 1872. Alfred and 
Mary had four children; Clara, Albert, Violet and Emily born between 1874 and1881. 

Alfred appears to have become interested in photography through members of his wife's 
family: there were Rushforths established as photographers in Barnsley by the early 1870s. 
How early in his life this interest began is not known but he may eventually have served 
some form of apprenticeship to the trade with the well known Bradford photographers, 
Albert Sachs. Evidence is only slight on this point and far from conclusive. 

At this time the Cue family resided at 27 Walnut Street, Leeds Road but by 1885 
Alfred ventured into business as a photographer and the family moved to 10 Feamley 
Street, Otley Road. In trade directories of the period this was also given as Alfred's 
business address. The family moved several times within a very short period; in 1887 
they resided at 224 Otley Road, then 123 Peckover Street in 1888,6 Stott Hill in 1892 
and 32 Church Bank in 1895. The photographic business appears to have thrived during 
this period and eventually found a more permanent address at 2 Barkerend Road where 
it appears to have remained for almost twenty years. The family's last known home 
address seems to have been Hillside Villas where they moved in 1903. 
When Alfred Coe ventured into producing and printing postcards is not precisely 

known but he was certainly deeply involved in collotype printing by the middle 1890s. It 
seems that he formed the Coe Collotype Company during the early 1890s and ran it 
entirely separate from his photographic business. The process of collotype printing was 
extensively used on the production of view postcards around the turn of the century; it 
reproduced exactly the original photographic image on to ordinary printing paper. The 
process is derived from the application of photography to lithographic printing and was 
first developed in France around 1865. 

Alfred must have been keenly interested in this process from the start and used his 
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skills to develop it further. The discovery of two detailed patents, one dated 23 January 
1899 and the other 25 April 1902, prove this beyond doubt. Whether these patents 

resulted in financial gains is not known. 
The first postcards to appear produced by the Coe Collotype Company were probably 

from around the time of the first patent. In 1901 the company occupied premises at 13 
Chapel Street, Leeds Road and like many postcard manufacturers of the period they 
developed rapidly. By the following year they had moved to larger premises at 44 Vicar 
Lane where they employed over forty people. An extract from The Stationer & Printer 
trade journal for March 1904 gives the following information: 'Inventors of Cue 

Collotype Printing Machine. Floor space at their premises has trebled recently, and fourth 
time in four years that premises have been extended. They have also moved three times.' 

Initially their work consisted mainly of local views, one of the earliest series being 
'The Old Bradford Series'. At least sixty cards are known to have been issued, many 
untitled and they are certainly not numbered, making it extremely difficult to know 
precisely how many different cards were produced. The set first appeared in late 1902 or 
early 1903 and they show fine sepia reproductions of the well known series of water 

colour paintings by N.S. Crichton and Arthur North showing Bradford and its many 
characters during the latter part of the 19th century. 

The company does not appear to have produced cards for sale nationwide but several 
examples have come to light which demonstrate only too well that Alfred often ventured 
far from the boundary of Bradford. View cards have been discovered depicting places as 
far apart as Blaenau Festiniog and Morecambe. Even foreign views were issued which 
are believed to have come from photographs he took during at least one overseas holiday. 
An undated and untitled family album of Alfred's contains views of Gilbralter and France. 

Alfred was certainly a man of imagination and humour. He ventured into producing 
many comic cards, including a whole series issued at the time of the Boer War entitled 

'South African Fashion Plates'. There were also others which went under such titles as 
'The Continental Series' and 'The Publication Series'. Each card was a pun on words, for 
instance in the former we get 'America - A-Merry-Cur': the card shows a dog with a 
bowler hat, cane bow tie and a glass of beer! Also, 'Australia —Hos-Trail-Yur?': again 
we see a man being pulled on a rope behind a horse being dragged through a cactus! 

The Coe Collotype Company undoubtedly reached its zenith in 1904. In that year they 
were awarded a bronze medal at the International Printing, Stationery & Allied Trades 
Exhibition held in London. Wording on the medallion reads 'Awarded to the Coe 
Collotype Co. Bradford, for collotype postcards'. 

1904 also saw the opening of the Bradford Exhibition, an event of international scale 
which produced a flood of souvenir postcards. The majority, but not all, were produced 
locally and the Cue Collotype Company probably issued more than any other company. 
They ranged from pre-exhibition issues which were on sale before the event opened to 
yet again comic cards. Some of the hundreds of cards produced by Alfred's company 
were carefully numbered so we can gain some idea of the vast number they 

manufactured. Perhaps the most fascinating were a now scarce series of midget 
postcards, about the size of haIfa standard card: such novelties were popular at the time. 
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This unusual series was rarely titled, therefore making it difficult to identify today. 
Twenty one have been discovered to date, all from local sources which seems to point to 
the fact that they were probably not sold in large quantities. 

Recent evidence shows that Alfred Coe's photographic business went into liquidation 
by at least November 1905. Whether the collotype printing section suffered the same fate 
is not known. Following this there is evidence that Alfred may have gone into 
partnership for a short time, as in the 1906 Post Office Directory we find a Coe and 
Beaumont listed at 7 Little Horton Lane. It seems more than a coincidence that these 
premises were occupied from as early as 1861 by Appleton & Co., probably the most 
famous of all local Victorian photographers. 

Another strange link in our story is that Charles Judson, Emily Coe's husband, is also 

listed as a photographer at the same address. Mr Judson became head of the art 
department at the Bradford Telegraph & Argus but we know nothing of his activities as 
a photographer. The link with the Appleton concern is perhaps more than coincidental: 
the Appletons were close friends and amongst the extensive collection of Alfred's family 
photographs we find a carefully titled portrait of a small boy aged about ten. The boy was 
to gain eminence in another direction entirely, for the titling, done by Alfred's daughter 
some years after the photograph was taken, tells us that the boy is Sir Edward Appleton, the 
scientist but at the time just another member of the family, no doubt well known to Alfred. 

Facts conceming other aspects of the business elude us but two personal tragedies in 
Alfred's life perhaps give a clue to what happened. On 13 April 1901 Albert, his only 
son, died at the tragically early age of twenty five. We know little about this young man, 
he was artistically gifted like his father and spent some time at art school but whether or 
not he helped Alfred in the business is not known. Five years later Alfred's wife, Mary 
died on 25 October 1906. 

The impression gained from this is that Alfred had had enough and quite possibly his 
thriving business suffered. Not long after his wife had passed away he decided to 
emigrate to the United States with his eldest unmarried daughter, Clara. They lived in 
Florida and the Catskill Mountains regions for a time and Alfred seems to have been 
content to spend a quiet undisturbed retirement. Sadly on 5 November 1917 he was 
struck by a car whilst out walking in Mount Vernon, New York State, where he lived at 
the time - a tragic end to a gifted man. 

What became of Alfred's three surviving daughters? Clara, who had emigrated to 
America with him, spent the rest of her life there. Emily, the youngest of Alfred's 
children had no connection with the business, even though she was certainly artistically 

gifted like most the family. More is known about Violet than any of Alfred's other 
children. She became involved with Alfred's photographic business and helped with the 
developing process - she often complained about the chemicals affecting her skin. It is 
quite possible many of the photographs were actually taken by Violet; at the age of 
thirteen she won first prize in amateur photography at Sunday School in 1892. When 
Violet was married to Harry Petyt, a millinery salesman, on 9 September 1903, her 
profession on the marriage certificate was given as photographer'a assitant. Violet lived 
until she was 77 and passed away in 1956. 
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The postcard manufacturing industry from about 1898 to around 1910 was 
astoundingly successful but several entrepreneurs of the period both made and lost 

fortunes. Sadly it seems Alfred Coe suffered the latter but what influence or importance 
did he have as both a photographer and postcard manufacturer? Fortunately many of his 
personal family photographs survive and we gather from these and others that he had a 
very innovative approach to portraiture work at least. Locally he probably ranked 
amongst the top four photographers. He was not unique as a local postcard manufacturer - 
Percy Lund, Humphries & Co., M. Field, T.M. Woodhead and others all produced large 
quantities of postcards around the same period - but he does appear to have been unique 
in the scope of work he produced. We have already mentioned the comic cards and the 
Bradford Exhibition souvenirs. Local views by the Coe Company were issued in great 
profusion: it seems that none were issued in series but just simply produced as quickly 
and in as large a number as possible. They range from views of the central Bradford area 
to many of the outlying districts such as Idle, Clayton and Heaton. Quality was very good 
and it's obvious he attached great importance to this because of the patented 
improvements he made to the collotype process he used. He probably lacked sufficient 
distribution skills to rank amongst the great national and international postcard 
manufacturers such as Raphael Tuck and Valentine's, and there were others in a similar 
position throughout the country. His work is important though, and his status in the 
history of the industry has never been recognised for what it should be. To Alfred we 
owe much; he left more than just a "window on the past". 

GRAHAM HALL was born in Shipley and educated at Grange Grammar School. He is 
director of a company in the fabrication industry. He is an avid Deltiologist (postcard 
collector) and collector of local paper ephemera. He also researches the history of local 
postcard manufacturers. 

THE DEDICATION OF THE SECOND MORRIS WINDOW 

Joseph Fieldhouse 

It was an article by Mary Lister in Third Series No.1 of the Bradford Antiquary that drew 
attention to the second of the Morris windows placed in Bradford Parish Church in 1864 
as a memorial to Mary Hartley, of Fulford Grange, York. The first was the east window, 
erected in 1863 by Mrs. Tolson in memory of her husband, Richard, a Bradford solicitor. 

When the old chancel was being demolished in 1958 in preparation for the extensions 
to the Cathedral, its three windows, including the two by Morris, were removed. The 
Tolson window was earmarked for use in the new Lady Chapel but the other two were 
packed in crates and placed in a cellar. 
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On December 8th 1984, when the first number of this new series was launched by 
Canon Kenneth Cook in the Cathedral Parish Room a surprise was in store for most of us. 
The proceedings opened in semi-darkness, but when the curtains were withdrawn we saw 
for the first time, ranged around the room, figures of saints from the Mary Hartley window. 
The movement to restore the second William Moms window may be said to have begun 
on that day. When Mary Lister died suddenly in March 1985 it was suggested that a section 
of the glass might be restored and placed in the Cathedral as a memorial to her. 

In the meantime the re-ordering of the Cathedral caused all minor projects lobe held 
in abeyance, but when that was finished a scheme to restore the whole of the Mary 
Hartley window emerged. The cost, about £12,000, was to be defrayed largely by 
charitable funds and the commission was left in the able hands of Mr. Peter Gibson and 
the York Glaziers Trust. 

The Dedication Service, which took place on Sunday 9th September 1990, was 
conducted by the Provost of Bradford, the Very Reverend John Richardson, and the 
preacher was Canon Kenneth Cook. It was then seen that eight restored panels occupied the 
windows in the north and south transepts, four on each west wall, while the centre panel of 
the original window was mounted in the north ambulatory as a memorial to Mary Lister. 

The framed inscription alongside the latter reads: 

IN HAPPY MEMORY OF MARY LISTER 1923— 1985 
SCHOLAR, TEACHER, HISTORIAN FRIEND. 
THIS WILLIAM MORRIS STAINED GLASS WAS RESTORED 

AND PLACED HERE. 1990. 

Many donations in memory of Mary Lister had been received by the Treasurer, from 
members of the Society and from friends. These have been sent to the Provost, along 
with £500 from a reserve fund. Others who wish to subscribe may still do so. A small 
booklet, The William Morris Windows in Bradford Cathedral (SOp) was compiled to 

coincide with the Dedication Service. It is now on sale in the Cathedral and copies will 
be available at our meetings. 

NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Ian Mason, Senior Archivist. 

Since the News from the Archive Service in the previous issue of the Antiquary there 
have been several important developments in the office. Many of these have occurred in 
the area of microfilming of records. The saddest news was the demise of the Bradford 
History Microfilming Unit, which along with all other Manpower Service Commission 
projects, was wound up in January 1989. This unit has produced some splendid work for 
the Bradford District Archives, microfilming all the Bradford Borough building plans, 
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the Undercliffe Cemetery registers and many parish registers. The work on the building 
plans, a series of over 100,000 documents covering the period 1850-1974, was 
invaluable and has enabled access to this extremely important archive which otherwise 
would have been on closed access because of the fragility of the original plans. The 
filming of the remaining parish registers has been completed at Wakefield so that now all 
the Bradford Diocesan registers deposited at Bradford are available on microfiche. The 
archives has inherited one of the cameras from the unit and this means that some 
microfilming can be undertaken on site. 

Family historians are amongst the main beneficiaries of these microfilming 
programmes. Permission has been granted by the Provost of the Cathedral for the 
microfilming of the Bradford Parish Church registers from the earliest register up to the 
latest registers deposited in the Cathedral's muniment room. It is anticipated that this 
fiche should start becoming available to the public towards the end of 1990. This will fill 
what has been over the previous years a significant gap in the holdings of the archives. 

In addition to this the Leeds Roman Catholic Diocese approached staff at Bradford 
with a view to doing survey lists of the registers and records held at Roman Catholic 
churches in the Bradford District. So far, seven churches have been surveyed including 
Bradford St Mary the oldest Catholic church in Bradford itself with registers dating from 
1822 and also the Myddleton Lodge registers at Ilkley which date from 1759. In addition 
to this, approval has been given to a microfilming programme which is being undertaken 
on the camera in the archives. It is anticipated that the registers of St Mary's, subject to 
a 100 year closure period agreed with the Diocese of Leeds, should be available in the 
archives towards the end of 1990. This means that the public will be able to consult the 
registers of the two largest places of worship in Bradford. 

The Bradford District Archives has made efforts to improve its finding aids over the 
last few years. The most important development in this field has been the creation of an 
entirely new card index system built up almost from scratch. This is complete for 
subjects and places and has been based on the personal names, places and subjects that 
appear in our catalogues. It enables staff or members of the public to look up detailed 
references more or less instantly. The personal name index, by far the biggest task, still 
has a large backlog of work. Even so, the name index already provides much better 
access to collections and we have noticed how, since its growth, family historians have 
been finding and using a much wider variety of documents from family and estate 
collections than was formerly the case. 

Alongside this card index the West Yorkshire Archive Service is still developing its 
computer data base of collections for the whole of the service. Work on the Bradford 
collections has only started in earnest in June 1990 since it has been possible for staff 

here to input directly rather than via our Wakefield office. Our target is to catch up with 
backlog of our deposits by spring of 1991 so that the data base will be in a position to 
help us produce a published Guide for the archives, similar to those already published for 
the Kirklees and Leeds District Archives, later in 1991. 

Staff have also made a concerted attempt to catch up with the back log of cataloguing. 
It is estimated that nearly 90% of unofficial deposited collections have now been listed. 
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Much of this important work of sorting, listing and indexing goes on behind the scenes but, 
without the production of such finding aids, access to archive collections for the researcher 
and general public would be impossible. The guide to new accessions listed below provides 
examples of the kind of discoveries that can be made as a result of this vital work. 

Selected List of New Accessions. 

Bradford Borough Board of Health plan and surveyor's plans (BBD 9). An 
important collection of working plans from the Surveyor's department of the former 
Bradford Borough are being listed. Amongst this huge collection of plans and drawings 
an important discovery was made - the survival of the Board of Health plan for Bradford. 
This plan was surveyed by local surveyors and land agents, Thomas Dixon and William 
Ellison, in 1853, 1854 and 1855. The plans were awarded a first class certificate and 
stamped by the Board of Health in 1857. The plan is divided into 125 sheets covering the 
whole of the Borough, although sheets covering large parts of the townships of Horton 
and Bowling were found to be missing. The survey is on the very large scale of 10 yards 
to I inch and is extremely detailed. The plans show all churches, chapels, schools, public 
buildings, dwelling houses, mills streams, railways and quarries- Many other details are 
given, including: cow houses, wash houses, coach houses, green houses, privies, 
cisterns, dust bins, rain spouts, fire plugs, cess pools, sewer grates, sink stones, pumps, 
troughs and gas lamps. Unfortunately many of the sheets are in a very fragile condition 
and require repair before they can be produced for the public. 

In addition to the Board of Health plan the collection includes several thousand 
working plans of the surveyor from the 1850s to the mid 20th century including some for 
allotments, air raid precautions, transport, parks, recreation grounds, private estates, 
bridges and viaducts, hospitals, baths, public conveniences, public buildings, markets, 
cemeteries, sewers, waterworks, and street and road improvements. Although most are 
working plans, some are attractive and detailed coloured plans. 

Vint, Hill and Killick, Bradford solicitors (IOD76). Work on sorting the papers of the 
Bradford solicitors, Vint, Hill and Killick has been completed and several interesting 
discoveries have been made. Frank. H. Hill, one of the partners in the solicitors firm, 
acted as law clerk for the Leeds and Liverpool Canal Company around the tam of the 
century. As a result the records from the solicitors contain a large collection of material 
about the Leeds and Liverpool canal. Although the majority of the documents are in the 
period 1880-1920, there is one box of 18th-century documents including a later transcript 
of the first minute book of the Proprietors of the Canal 1764-1816. Other papers include 
director's minute books 1889-1944, letter books and original bundles of legal papers. 

The main part of this archive consists of the firm's financial records and a large 
collection of drafts of deeds, leases and wills relating to the Bradford area. Vint, Hill and 
Killick acted for a number of important families including George Baron of Woodhouse 
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in Leeds, James Atkinson Jowett of Idle and the Clockhouse estate in Manningham and 
also the Countess of Rosse who owned estates in Shipley and Heaton. Perhaps the most 
interesting documents are a series of business partnership agreements dating from 1803 
to 1900 which read like a Who's Who of the Bradford textile industry. 

Collections transferred from Bradford University (56D88— 651388). Bradford 
University Library has transferred most of its non-University archive collections to the 
Bradford District Archives. These include records of the following: The Worsted 
Committee of Yorkshire, Lancashire and Chester 1777-1951 (561388), Bradford 
Sanitary Association 1881-1923 (57D88), Cleckheaton Industrial Co-Operative Society 
1855-1963 (581388), Bradford Typographical Society 1854-1969 (591388), 
F.H. Bentham Ltd of West End Comb Works 1859-1944 (60D88), Bradford 
Engineering Society 1899-1933 (61 D88), National Union of Distributive and Allied 
Workers 1932-1935 (621388), Bradford Dyers Association 1901, 1904 (631388), 
Bradford Chemical Society 1948-1953 (64D88), title deed of lands belonging to the 
father of Frederick Delius in Great Horton 1852-1905 (65D88). 

Other collections. The Bradford District Archives gets nearly 100 deposits a year and 
some of the more outstanding collections received since the last issue of the Antiquary 
are: the papers of the historian and author of The Great Paternalist, Jack Reynolds, 
whose obituary appears in this issue (521388); a letter book of Samuel Cunliffe Lister 
1879-1883 (821388); the records of the Bradford Medico-Chirugical Society 1874-1934 

(40D89); the papers of Harry Eaddie, who was a prisoner in a Japanese Prisoner of War 
Camp 1942-1947 (161390); the records, including registers, of Baildon Parish church 
1621-1979 (3 ID90). 

A SELECTION OF LOCAL BOOKS PUBLISHED SINCE 1987 

Elvira Willmott 

Arnold, A.J. A game that would pay: a business history of 
professional football in Bradford. Duckworth, 1988. 
£19.50. 217pp 

Batty, Stephen R. Leeds/Bradford: rail centres. Ian Allan, 1989. £11.95. 
l6Opp 

Binns, Kathleen A family affair: my Bradford childhood. Bradford 

Libraries and Information Service, 1988. £2.50. Slpp 
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Bradbum, Elizabeth Margaret MacMillan, portrait of a pioneer. Routledge, 
1988. £35.00. 267pp 

Bradford Heritage Recording Unit 
Destination Bradford; a century of immigration. 
Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1987. 
£3.95. 96pp 

Bradford Heritage Recording Unit 
Textile voices; mill life this century, edited by Olive 
Howarth. Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 
1989. £3.95. 84pp 

Bradford Libraries and Information Service 
The seige of Bradford; an account of Bradford in the 
Civil War. Bradford Libraries and Information Services, 
1989. £2.95. 39pp 

Carter, Grace H. Wiche is Wyke. ASAP, 1988. £2.63. 94pp 

City of Bradford Metropolitan Council Planning Division. 
Best listed buildings of Bradford. CBMC, 1988. £1.50. 
2Opp 

Cooper, Joe 

Croft, David J. 

Dewhirst, Ian 

Dewhirst, Ian 

The case of the Cottingley fairies. Robert Hale, 1990. 
£11.95. 169pp 

The Nidd Valley Light Railway. 2nd edition. Oakwood 
Press, 1987. £4.95. 80pp 

Keighley in old picture postcards. European Library, 
1987. £6.95 

Keighley in the 1930s and 1940s. Hendon Publishing, 
1989. £4.40 

East Bowling History Workshop 
Don 't look back love, and other stories of the Second 
World War 1939-1945. EBHW (Mrs. E. Hanslip, 75, 
Brompton Road, Bradford, BD4 7JE), 1989. £1.95. 95pp 

Eccleshill Local History Group Memories of Eccle.chill. University of Leeds (Dept. of 
External Studies, Leeds, LA2 9JT), 1990. £1.75. 65pp 
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Firth, Gary Bradford and the Industrial Revolution: an economic 
history 1760-1840. Rybum Publishing, 1990. £17.50. 
221pp 

Frost, Terry Bradford City: a complete record 1903-1988. Breedon 
Books Sport, 1988. £14.95. 416pp 

Gillan, D.R. and others Of boars and bantams: the pictorial history and record 
of Bradford City AFC. Temple Printing, 1988. £12.95. 
216pp 

Girlington Local History Group 
This and That: a collection of memories of Girlington 
people. Girlington Community Centre, 1989. Out of 
print. 37pp 

Goode, C.T. The railways of Leeds and Bradford. Author, 1987. Out 
of print. 64pp 

Hartley, B.R. Roman Ilkley. Olicana Museum and Historical Society, 
1987. £2.50. 34pp 

Hartley, Malcolm and Clapham, Tim. 
The Avenue: Bradford Park Avenue pictorial history and 
club record. Temple Nostalgia, 1987. Out of print. 192pp 

Holdsworth, Peter Domes of delight: the history of the Bradford Alhambra. 
Bradford Libraries and Information and Information 
Service, 1989. £8.95. l2lpp 

James, David Bradford. Rybum Publishing, 1990. £9.95. I92pp 

Johnson, Edward H. 

Jones, Marjorie 

The Bradford Almanack: a compilation of oddities, 
ephemera, dialect stories and memorabilia of Bradford 

folk life. Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 
1990. £4.95. 78pp 

Count up to ten: an account of a Bradford childhood in 

the twenties. Bradford Libraries and Information 
Service, 1987. £3.50. I25pp 

Keighley, Mark A fabric huge: the story of Listers. James and James, 

1989. Hardback £15.95, Paperback £9.95. 9Spp 
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Kenzie, Ken A plot of irregular land. Highfield DTP, 1989. £1.00. 
22pp 

Laisterdyke Local History Group 
Remembering Laisterdyke. University of Leeds (Dept. 
of Adult and Continuing Education, Leeds, LS2 9JT), 
1988. £1.50. 63pp 

McDermott, Michael Allerton in bygone days. Author (12, Ayresome Oval, 
Allerton, Bradford, BD15 7UP), 1989. £2.99. 21pp 

McDermott, Michael Allerton village past and present. Author, 1987. Out of 
print. 21pp 

Mason, Kate M. Woolcombers worsteds and watermills: Addingham 's 
industrial revolution. Addingham Civic society, 1989. 
£2.95. 51pp 

Morton Village Society 

Ratcliffe, Roger 

Redmonds, George 

Shepherd, E.M. 

Taylor, Vera G. 

Varo, Stanley 

Warren, Denise 

Warwick, M. 

Wharton, Ronnie 

East Morton: a thousand years of history. MVS, 1990. 
£4.99. 63pp 

The Bradford book: the first-ever handbook/survival 
guide to the Bradford area. Aire Press, 1990. £4.95. 
192pp 

Yorkshire surname series. Part I: Bradford and district. 
Author (5, Knotty Lane, Lepton, Huddersfield, HD8 
OND), 1990. £2.70. 64pp 

Brooksbank, yeomen of the Dales (their times, friends 
and connections). Author, 1989. £4.95. 78pp 

Denholme: a history in words and pictures. Countryside 
Publications, 1988. £3.25. 48pp 

A mercantile meander. Author, 1989. £1.75. 36pp 

Thosefirst affections. ASAP. 1987. £2.50. 63pp 

Greenholme Mills remembered. Author (7, Endor 
Grove, Burley-in-Wharfedale), 1988. £2.25. 23pp 

The best of Bradford amateur football: a series of 
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Wharton, Ronnie 

articles on famous and legendary football teams from 
past to present. Author, 1987. £2.60. ll9pp 

A pick of the best of Bradford amateur football: a 
second series of articles on famous and legendary 
football teams from past to present. Author, 1987. 

£3.00. 106pp 

Whitworth, Alan Bradford in times past. Countryside publications, 1987. 

£2.95. 48pp 

Whitworth, Alan Thornton in times past. Countryside Publications, 1987. 

48pp 

Williams, Nigel Bradford Northern: the history 1863-1989. Author, 
1989. £9.99. 395pp 

Windhill Memories Group 

Costigan, Arthur 
Hudson, Milton 
King, Bill 
Lonsdale, Ralph 
Lonsdale, Ralph & Iris 
Moorhouse, Lillian 
Moorhouse, Lillian 
Carman, Jean 

Memories ofBriggate Windhill: people and places. £0.40. 
Briggate: the story of a road. £0.35. 
Memories of Windhill. £3.00. 
A boyhood in Woodend 1915-1929. £0.50. 
Woodend—Windhill hamlet to hive 1850— 1939. £0.50. 
A tapestry of Windhill. £0.50. 
Yesterday's Windhill. £0.50. 
Growing up in wartime Windhill. £0.60. 

North East Windhill Community Association (Church Street, Windhill, Shipley, BD 18 
2NR). 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The Siege of Bradford (Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1989), £2.95. 

The publication of this attractive booklet prompted me to look once again at the Civil 
War, and particularly at Bradford's small part in it. Dr. Newman, whose essay forms the 
core of the text, lists the engagements and deals with the period expertly. He stresses the 
importance of the Bradford men's failure, through ignorance, to respond to a captured 
Royalist officer's request for quarter. They said they would give him 'Bradford quarter' 
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and promptly killed him. The phrase was to take on an ominous meaning. After the battle 
of Adwalton Moor, when the Earl of Newcastle besieged the town, the inhabitants waited 
in terror, the rumour being that they were all to get 'Bradford quarter'. This gave rise to 
the 'Pity poor Bradford' story and the ghost of Bolling Hall. Providence plays a large part 
in these accounts, and when it became clear that the massacre was not to be carried out, as 
Joseph Lister says, 'a general joy and gladness diffused itself through every breast.' 

The booklet also contains The Rider of the White Horse, a pamphlet printed in 1643 to 
celebrate 'that famous and wonderful victory at Bradford, obtained by the Club-men 
there ... and of the taking of Leeds and Wakefield by the same men under the command 
of Sir Thomas Fairfax'. But as Dr. Newman points out Fairfax took no part in the battle 
for Bradford. Credit for the victory must go to the 'Home Guard', who were supported 
by irregulars from surrounding districts. The inclusion of a modem version of the text of 
the pamphlet makes for easy reading and history without tears. Illustrations are plentiful 
and the compilers have shown commendable restraint in not passing off the '17th 
Century Room set up as a Bedroom' as that in which the Earl of Newcastle slept on that 
fateful night. Perhaps it was another room. 
My 'further reading' was confined, through lack of time, to passages from Green's Short 

History, Holroyd's Collectanea (for Lister's 'Genuine Account' and Fairfax's 'Memoirs') 
and three excellent books from the local library. The first two years of the war are 
characterized by general lack of organization. Fairfax paints a picture of many skirmishes, 
with much marching and countermarching, not unlike a game of hide-and-seek. 

In this 'war without an enemy' issues are blurred: 'shades of grey' is how one writer 
sees it. The fight was not against the King. After a battle near Leeds, Fairfax took over 
500 prisoners, but released them on condition they promised never to fight against King 
and Parliament again, the aim of the Parliamentarians being to save King Charles from 
his friends, the 'Popish Malignants', not to depose or kill him. Some moderate Royalists 
feared the complete triumph of the King as much as his defeat. 

There was much wavering. In 1642 Sir John l-lotham, the governor of Hull, closed the 
gates to Charles. Later, however, when the governor of Scarborough joined the Royalists 
Sir John was also found preparing to defect. The Roundhead cause at Edgehill was 
jeopardized at the start of the battle when the inaptly named Sir Faithful Fortescue deserted, 
taking his whole regiment with him. Essex, with winding-sheet and coffin to hand in case 
of need, led the army, but was less than whole-hearted. He hung back from striking the first 
blow lest he be charged with starting hostilities. Cromwell's opinion of the Roundhead's 
old leaders was that they were 'afraid to conquer'. They simply wanted to force Charles 
into a position where he became a constitutional king. Loyalties were strained. A man's 
foes were often those of his own household, or his best friends. For instance it is known that 
six of the Cromwell family fought for the King. Fairfax's wife, who was held prisoner in 
Bradford after Adwalton Moor, was returned to her husband by the Earl of Newcastle 
shortly afterwards. This gesture, chivalry apart, may have been because she was a Royalist. 
Fairfax himself, we must remember, did not support the trial of the King. 

All this is not to minimise the seriousness of the fighting, once it began. Normal life 
was sadly disturbed and there was much slaughter. Litter asks his gentle reader to pause 
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and consider what all this meant to the inhabitants of Bradford. The horrors of war had 
been brought to their very doors. 'Oh, may our rising generation never feel the calamities 
of civil war', he pleads. He mentions the guns many times. Their sound, to people who 
had probably never heard anything louder than the smack of hammer upon anvil, must 
have been truly terrifying. The bark of the 'Gogs and Magogs' was worse than their bite; 
they were meant more to frighten than to kill. It was undoubtedly a lucky shot that cut the 
cords holding the wool sacks! (Does any gentle reader know if any other town protected 
its church steeple in this way?) 
I hope that The Siege of Bradford, will encourage people, as it did me, to see local 

events as part of the detailed and often puzzling pattern of the national conflict. They will 
find it an immensely rewarding exercise. 

Joseph Fieldhouse 

A Fabric Huge: The Story of Listers by M. Keighley,foreward by Lord Briggs (James 
& James, 1989), £5.95 hardback, £9.95 paperback. 

Bradford has been, in many respects, fortunate with its historians and over the last few 
years has been undoubtedly one of the most researched communities in the United 
Kingdom. In the nineteenth century, the triumvirate of James, Cudworth and Scruton, 
along with their many colleagues in the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society laid 
the basis of historical research which has served twentieth century readers and 
researchers admirably. Since the Second World War there has been an outpouring of 
articles, booklets and books. New areas such as Oral History have been pioneered in the 
locality and in total it is an inspiring collection. 
Two points need to be made about this body of recent work, which I hope do not 

detract from its quality. First it has become unbalanced, compared with the product of the 
19th century historians, with its almost total emphasis on developments since 1800. 
Bradford was undoubtedly a product of the Industrial Revolution, but the neglect of its 
pre-industrial history is something which needs to be rectified, with analyses of its 
medieval and early modem history. The second feature is the startling neglect of Samuel 
Cunliffe Lister and Manningham Mills. 

That neglect is surprising, for Manningham Mills still dominates the Bradford 
skyline, at a time when the majority of other mills and chimneys have been replaced by 
office blocks, building societies and banks. Similarly Samuel Cunliffe Lister bestrides 
nineteenth century Bradford like a colossus. Born in 1815 when the Industrial 
Revolution was still in its infancy, he did not die until 1906, when it is possible to argue 
that the Bradford textile industry was already locked into the slow inexorable decline 
which has characterised its twentieth-century history. He outlived the vast bulk of his 

contemporary pioneers of British mechanisation and he left an industrial empire which 
unlike many of its sister mills was a thriving and dynamic enterprise. 
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S.C. Lister dominated many aspects of nineteenth century textile history, being 
primarily responsible for the introduction of machine woolcombing and developing 
machinery to re-use silk, so diversifying the Bradford product into furnishing fabrics and 
new ranges of clothing. In many ways he was an odd man. He refused to conform to 
expected family aspirations for him to become a clergyman which was an expected 
pathway for a son of the landed gentry. Instead he threw himself wholeheartedly into the 
worlds of commerce and industry. So successful was he that he was raised to the peerage 
in 1891, was able to purchase huge tracts of North Yorkshire for his estates and left the 
biggest textile enterprise in Bradford. Although he was admired for his business acumen 
he was never loved in a way that Titus Salt undoubtedly was. He played virtually no part 
in local political life, indeed it was said he knew more about American politics because 
of its likely impact on his business than he did of happenings in Bradford Town Hall. He 
was the only large local entrepreneur who did not become mayor of the town. Similarly 
his personal relations with other manufacturers were often strained - his personal 
exploitation of his patent rights on the Lister Comb was deeply resented by other 
Bradford businessmen and later he was involved in a particularly bitter and acrimonious 
dispute with Isaac Holden over the parentage of machine combing. Much of this hostility 
was undoubtedly due to his success, a success which seems to have revolved around his 
own mechanical and scientific skills and his ability to recognise others' work. With 
regard to the latter he purchased 150 patents. Relations with his workforce, from both 
late nineteenth-century literary sources and oral history, would seem to have been a 
mixture of awe and hostility - the latter shown most clearly during that most bitter of 
industrial disputes, the Manningham Mills strike of 1890-91. 

Mark Keighley, the deputy editor of the Wool Record, has partly redressed this 
omission. However, the emphasis must be on partly, for of the eighty four pages of text 
only ten are devoted to Samuel Cunliffe Lister and Manningham Mills prior to Litter's 
death in 1906. By far the larger part of the book is devoted to the history of the mill in 
the twentieth century. The analysis of the business history of the firm during the 
twentieth century is excellent - well written, concise and clear it guides us through the 
vicissitudes that have beset the British textile industry over the last fifty to sixty years. It 
would indeed be extremely interesting to hear what S.C. Lister had to say about its 
present condition and particularly about foreign competition, as he was one of the 
earliest proponents of protectionism. 

The book is lavishly produced - well laid out, with a clear type face (a joy in the 
present state of much British publishing, with its hotchpotch of print faces in camera-
ready books) and the photographs and illustrations are superb. As a pictorial record of the 
history of the local textile industry it is excellent. The description of machine and product 
innovation is clear and lucid. However, it fails to address a number of issues. There is 
very little about the workforce or the community that lived under the shadow of the mill. 

One would like to know more about the re-building of the mammoth Manningham Mills. 
Did trade unions exist amongst the labour force, and ifso when did they first appear? The 

Manningham Mills strike is passed over in a handful of lines in a very bland way. The 
strike had an immense influence on Bradford and even the UK. Over the last few years 
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historians' preoccupations with social history has often been detrimental to areas such as 
business history but in this work the almost total exclusion of social history and of the 
workforce below the level of supervisors detracts from what is a very pleasing product. 

There are undoubtedly problems in getting information on Lister and his enterprise in 
the nineteenth century and until this is available we will have to wait for a definitive 
history. In the meantime this work provides a lively and interesting introduction to that 

awe-inspiring building on the Bradford skyline. 
J.A. Jowitt 

Domes of Delight: the history of the Bradford Alhambra by Peter Holdsworth 
(Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1989), £8.95. 

By the end of the nineteenth century living conditions for most Bradford people were 
noticeably better than they had been fifty years before. The town had passed the worst of 
its industrialisation, and was entering what has been called its 'Indian summer' with a 
still prosperous, though troubled, textile industry providing employment for a population 

which was eaming better wages and working shorter hours. 
More time and money meant that leisure activities assumed an increasing importance 

in people's lives, and there were various organisations who were eager to provide 
opportunities for worthwhile recreation. The church or chapel provided a range of useful 
activities, the Mechanics Institute ran courses of lectures on subjects of varying degrees 
of seriousness, the mill might have a band or choir, and the local authority supplied 
parks, libraries and museums. All these institutions were seen as worthy, however, and 
most people wanted to spend their spare time having fun. The most popular place of 
entertainment was the pub, but watching and playing cricket, football and rugby were 
popular, as was going to the music hall and the theatre. 

In Bradford the theatre meant Francis Laidler. At various times he owned the Prince's, 
the Empire, and the Theatre Royal in Bradford, as well as the Theatre Royal, Leeds and 
the Hippodrome, Keighley. His most important theatre, however, was the Alhambra, and 
this is what he and his successors retained when the other parts of his empire were 
closed, sold or otherwise disposed of. In his own world he was a figure of great regional 
and some national importance. In particular, he was renowned for his pantomimes, 
which subsidised his theatres during the rest of the year. He produced over 250 of them, 
more than any other producer before or since, and it is fitting that Bradford became a 
centre for this kind of entertainment which appeals to all kinds and classes of people, for 
the town has never been a place where birth or class counts for much. 

After Laidler's death, his widow Gwladys took over, and when the Alhambra became 
too great a financial burden for her, Bradford Council purchased it, and put Rowland 
Hill, who had been associated with the theatre since 1914, in charge. It was he who 
managed to keep the Alhambra going through the difficult years of the 1960's and 
1970's when the structural problems of the building and its general lack of facilities 
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made its future seem doubtful. Finally, Bradford Metropolitan Council made the, then 
brave, decision to refurbish the building as part of its general strategy of appealing to the 
growing tourist market. In 1986 the new Alhambra was re-opened, providing Bradford 
with one of the finest theatres in the north of England. 

Peter Holdsworth has long been associated with the performing arts, being the film 
and theatre critic of the Telegraph and Argus for thirty years. No one is better qualified 
to tell the story of the Alhambra and he tells it with great authority, and perhaps more 
important, great affection. In doing so he illustrates not just the history of one theatre, but 
also an important part of the history of Bradford. 

The book is very well produced and Bradford Libraries are to be congratulated on the 
quality of the reproductions. It is also gratifying to see a proper index. At a time when 
indexes are so often an afterthought and compiled in a hurry this is a bonus indeed. 

David James 

Brooksbank, Yeomen of the Dales (Their Times, Friends and Connections) by E.M. 
Shepherd (Author, 1989), £4.95. 

Family history is one of the country's most popular hobbies, yet few family historians 
put the story of their families into print for others to share and enjoy. It is to Mrs E.M. 
Shepherd's credit that she has taken the not inconsiderable risk of publishing this book 
on the Brooksbank family herself. 

The Brooksbanks are a local West Riding family originating from Warley near 
Halifax over 600 years ago and spreading to other parts of the West Riding including 
Elland, Ovenden, Southowram, Sowerby, Hipperholme, Northowrarn and Shelf in 
Calderdale, and to Alterton, Thornton, Denholme, Wilsden, Harden, Bingley, Great 
Horton, Shipley in Bradford dale and Airedale. 

Mrs Shepherd has assembled a fascinating range of personalities from the past. Grace 
Brooksbank married James Ellis, the founder of Thornton Grammar School in 1672 and 
installed her nephew Abraham Brooksbank as the first headleacher. Another Abraham 
Brooksbank studied at Cambridge and later became a vicar of Bradford between 1667 
and 1677 and a Governer of Bradford Grammar School. Gilbert Brooksbank built a 
house in Great Horton, now the Kings Arms Inn, which still bears the initials GB above 
the door. Edward Brooksbank had to pay a £10 fine to King Charles I for not being 
knighted! Joseph Brooksbank, a haberdasher and Citizen of London endowed a school 
for children in Elland in 1712 which later became Elland Grammar School. Stamp 
Brooksbank was a Governor of the Bank of England in the 18th century. Other 
Brooksbanks were murdered, killed in a duel and translated Dante's Inferno! 

Mrs Shepherd has done a great deal of research in documents and books to uncover 
this information. The result is a lively account ofa fascinating family. Perhaps her efforts 
can persuade more of the large number of genealogists to put pen to paper. 

Ian Mason 
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The Bradford Almanack: A compilation of oddities, ephemera, dialect stories and 
memorabilia of Bradford folk life by Edward Hotspur Johnson (Bradford Libraries 

and Information Service, 1989), £4.95. 

Some of the nineteenth-century precursors of this volume, such as Hoiroyd's Bradford 
Historical Almanack published in the 1860s, were intended as serious works of 
reference, somewhat like a local version of the indespensible Whittaker's, with lists of 

councillors and officials, a short directory and a business diary. A "Bradford historical 
calender", complete with improving monthly poems, provided a slightly less functional 
element. The emphasis in Edward Johnson's book, by contrast, is rather more on 
entertainment, and it seems unlikely to find its way into the inside pocket of the average 
Bradford businessman or local government officer. 

It ought, nonetheless, to be on the shelf of every local historian and every true 
Bradfordian, since it is a wonderfully convenient means of finding all those forgotten facts, 
improving or otherwise, which are normally so hard to track down: the names and dates of 
all the Mayors, MPs and Freemen, the population figures and coats of arms, statues and 
dates of major buildings. There are also useful historical summaries of subjects such as the 
press, transport, the textile industry, sport and literary connections of Bradford. 

The text is interspersed with reproductions of old advertisements - for E. Bush, 
Practical Optician, Cutler & Truss Maker; for the alarming Madame Zara Lee, Scientific 
Palmist and Phrenologist; for the Sunbridge Road Co-operative Cafe - and there is 
plenty more which is included purely for curiosity value. Samples of "Buxom Betty's" 
dialect stories and accounts of such Bradford heroes as Joseph Jagger who broke the 
bank at Monte Carlo and Judy Barrett, the Queen of the Humbug Makers, can hardly fail 
to amuse. Strongly recommended for birthday presents. 

Christopher Marsden 

JACK REYNOLDS (1915-1988) 

John Reynolds, always known affectionately as Jack, was one of the most highly 
respected of Bradford's twentieth-century local historians. His enthusiasm, his 
unstinting support for local research and his high level of scholarship have ensured that 
many historians, who have risen to eminence in their own right, owe him a great debt and 
his passing will be greatly regretted. 

Jack was bom in 1915 in a house in Tennyson Place, t.Jndercliffe, once owned by 
Edward Roche, a printer and one of the founder members of the Independent Labour 
Party. He was educated at Hanson School, where he was taught by Herbert Holt, the 
father of the distinguished medieval historian J.C. Holt. Jack had great respect for his 
teacher and, in the mid 1980s, was most pleased when he received a letter from J.C. 
congratulating him on his book on Sir Titus Salt. It was Herbert Holt who encouraged 

Jack's interest in cricket, an interest which took him into the Eccleshill first and second 
teams as a budding batsman. Later in his career he batted for and captained Calverley in 
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the Leeds League and the Airedale and Wharfedale League. His enduring interest in 
cricket led him to become a member of Undercliffe, where he held many seminars on 
cricket and historical themes. He was also a member of the Yorkshire County Cricket 
Club, attracted by his great respect for Sir Len Hutton. In later years, however, partly in 
frustration at the domination of the Yorkshire team by Geoffrey Boycott, he was more 
fitful in his membership. Those who knew, and were taught by, Jack will know that he 
mixed local and national history with cricket with familiar ease, and I can personally 
recall at least one Bradford University history tutorial held at Park Avenue. 

Jack read History at the University of Birmingham between 1935 and 1938, where his 
consuming passion led him to play for the University First XI. Subsequently , he took a 
teacher training course. However, once the Second World War broke out he was drafted 
into the West Yorkshire Regiment and was posted to Iceland. Whilst sailing there his 
ship was strafed by the Luftwaffe and Jack, rushing for cover, felt a thud in his back and 
a wetness. Reflecting that he 'had bought it', he was relieved when he realised that in the 
mad rush for cover someone had kicked a mug of tea into his back. After Iceland, he was 
transferred to the Intelligence Corps and North Africa in 1942. He participated in the 
landings at Anzio and Salerno and then became settled with an intelligence unit in Rome 
until 1947. It was during this time that he developed an abiding interest in the history of 
Italy and the 'Risorgimento'. 
When he returned to Britain, he obtained his first academic post at Grange High School 

for Boys in Bradford, first as an English teacher and then as second in the History 
Department. He also taught GCE evening classes and, from 1954, taught courses for the 
London University B.Sc. Econ. external degree, specialising in medieval economic 
history. Indeed, at this stage he taught Dr. M. LeLohe, a later colleague at Bradford 
University. In 1959 he was appointed Lecturer in History at the newly-designated College 
of Advanced Technology, which became the University of Bradford in 1965. Here, until 
1978, he taught European History, seventeenth-century British history and conducted 
research into the economic and social history of Bradford which he worked up into a 
third-year Special Subject. Ostensibly the subject was the Economic and Social History of 
Britain between 1870 and 1914 but at least half of it was concerned with Bradford. From 
this platform he encouraged many students to undertake research for MPhil. and Ph.D.s. 
Although the lack of a Ph.D. prevented him from officially supervising some of these 
pieces of research at least 30 students were supervised by Jack for their MAs, M.Phil.s and 
Ph.D.s. In addition, from 1961 until about 1976, he taught courses on Bradford's history 
and the European Right for the WEA and the Leeds Extra-Mural Department at 
Momington Villas. Others may remember that he was also the first secretary of the 
Bradford branch of the Historical Association and that, as with many underpaid teachers 
and academics, he paid for his summer holidays at Filey Out of his GCE '0' and 'A' Level 
marking. Members of this society may also remember that he was, for about three years 

in the early 1970s, editor of the BradJòrd Antiquary. Indeed, it was through Jack's 
editorship that I wrote an article for the journal, only the second article I had ever written. 

Jack always had a reputation as a very good and inspiring teacher. But he was also a 
fine scholar. His output was not substantial - his heavy teaching commitments ensured 
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that - but from the mid-1970s he began to produce articles, reviews and books with 
regularity. He wrote for a number of journals, including the International Review of 
Social History and History Workshop, and also wrote and part-wrote, three books. In 
1983 he produced his main work, The Great Paternalist: Titus Salt & the Growth of 
Nineteenth-Century Bradford (Temple Smith, 1983) which is easily the best book 
written on Salt and on the history of Bradford. Subsequently, he wrote Liberalism and 
the Rise of Labour 1890-1918 (Croom Helm, 1984)) and Labour Heartland (Bradford 
University Press, 1987) with Keith Layboum. Both these later books dealt with the 
Labour movement in Bradford and the West Riding of Yorkshire. The history of the 
Independent Labour Party, which was formed as a national organisation at St. George's 

Hall, Bradford in January 1893, was another of his abiding interests. 
During the last decade of his life, Jack renewed his acquaintance with Italy - regularly 

spending a month or so at Lucca, in Tuscany, in the spring or early summer of each year. 
It was here where he died in June 1988, having just enjoyed a meal out with some of his 
Italian friends. 

With his death comes the end of an era and there are many colleagues and students 
who owe a great debt to him. He worked with Professor Derek Fraser, now a Chief HMI, 
taught Dr. David Wright, and helped to educate many students who now write 
extensively on the history of Bradford and the West Riding. As a mark of their respect, 
some of them contributed towards a volume of essays entitled Victorian Bradford, which 
was edited by David Wright and Tony Jowitt and published in 1982. 
My own personal debts are those of having been a student of his at Bradford 

University in the 1960s, and of working with him on articles and books. As a tutor, he 
was always full of excellent advice and generous with his time. His enormous 
enthusiasm and extensive knowledge were always available, and it was a comfort as a 
student to know that that was so. As a writer I always found him to be meticulous, ever 
searching to get beneath the skin of a subject. 

Jack leaves Evelyn, his wife, and three daughters - Janet, Jennifer and Catherine. 
Their loss, though far more personal, is also our loss - Bradford is deprived of its greatest 
historian. It will be a long time before some of those he influenced will adjust to Jack's 
death. But I comfort myself in the thought that whilst Jack is no longer with us his spirit 

will survive amongst current and future generations, for Jack Reynolds was one of those 
rare individuals who left his impression without appearing to do so. 

Keith Laybourn 
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'AWAKING TO THE REALITY OF OUR NEW AND LOFTIER POSITION.' 
THE BRADFORD TRIENNIAL MUSIC FESTIVALS 1853-1859 

Dave Russell 

For a brief period in the 1850 Bradford attained a national reputation for artistic 
excellence never achieved before and only rarely since. The occasion was the 

establishment of the music festivals of 1853, 1856 and 1859, events which, according to 
The Times, made Bradford 'the second musical town in the provinces ... after 
Birmingham') This article seeks to examine the origins and aims of the festivals, to 
consider the contribution that they made to the construction of Bradford's self-image and 
the nation's image of the town, and to explore their role in structuring a variety of 
relationships and social attitudes. The Bradford festivals were clearly concerned with a 

great deal more than just music. 

The music festival was a well established feature of English musical life by the 1850s. 

Normally serving a charitable function, it could take a number of forms ranging from 
little more than an extended church service to an elaborate series of concerts. Amongst 
the most prestigious were the Three Choirs Festival (1716) and the Birmingham Festival 
(1768), both of which had a duration of three or four days and comprised concerts of 
sacred music in the mornings with evenings given over to secular art music. They also 
exhibited a marked social element with dress balls and formal dinners. Festivals had 
been held in the north of England from the late eighteenth century at Liverpool, 
Manchester, Newcastle and, most notably York, but all had ceased by the 1840s. That 

'upstart Bradford' could grasp the initiative and assume a place in such a lineage was a 
cause of some interest.' 

The central figure behind the Bradford festival was local industrialist Samuel Smith. 
Born in Halifax in 1804 and largely educated at Kendal Grammar School, he 
commenced work in the family textile business, before moving to Bradford to establish 
Fieldhead Dyeworks with a brother in 1839. By the late 1840s Smith had become one of 
the city's most prosperous businessmen. A Congregationalist, worshipping at the Horton 
Lane Chapel which produced five of Bradford's first eight mayors, and a liberal, he was 
clearly destined for a leading political role in the newly incorporated town, becoming 
one of the town's first aldermen in 1847 and serving as mayor from 1851-1853. 

Music, however, especially sacred music, really does appear to have been his greatest 
passion. As a young man he had joined the Halifax Choral Society, acting as treasurer 
and then secretary between 1836 and 1841. While on a visit to Germany in 1839 he and 
a group of friends met and were entertained by Mendelssohn who, on discovering that 

the Halifax Choral Society were currently rehearsing his St. Paul with full orchestral 
parts, dedicated a setting of the 114th Psalm to the society. Apart from his work with the 

festivals, Smith was the guiding hand behind the foundation of the Bradford Festival 
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Samuel Smith, Mayor of Bradford 1851-1854, the driving force behind the building of St. 

George's Hall and the music festivals. (Bradford Libraries and Information Service) 
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Choral Society in 1856, president of the Bradford Orchestral Society from 1860 and 
secretary of the Bradford Subscription Concerts from 1865. He also composed hymn 
tunes and other short sacred pieces, a number of which were included in two edited 
collections he had published, Psalms and Chants (1861) which was in its fourth edition 
by 1896 as was his The Bradford Tune Book (1863). Although there is little evidence that 
either his compositions or compilations attained any national prominence, they were 
certainly used in the immediate locality. Smith was also an expert on organ design. The 
Bradford Observer's claim that he enjoyed a national reputation as an amateur musician 
was probably more than just overblown local patriotism.' 

The festival was initially conceived as a suitable method of dignifying the opening of 
St. George's Hall in August 1853, a building which united Smith's personal and political 
interests. He first raised the idea of such a hall at the annual general meeting of the 
Bradford Infirmary in February 1849. While seeing a large public hail as an essential 

venue for the hospital's fund-raising events, it is clear that ideas of encouraging 'rational 
recreation' were uppermost in Smith's mind, hardly surprising in a period of intense 

middle class concern over the uses of popular leisure in urban areas. He had been struck 
by the popularity of the public house music explored by Paul Jennings elsewhere in this 
journal, and sought to provide a place of musical entertainment which would 

take hundreds out of the streets, and remove hundreds more from where they are 
offered music of the worst kind, at a very considerable expense, and in an 
atmosphere of a most contaminating and injurious kind.4 

His scheme clearly met with considerable approbation, a meeting to set up a company 
to build the hall taking place in December of the same year. £16,000 was raised fairly 
rapidly through the sale of 10 shares. As building progressed the theme of the moral 
elevation of the working classes was expanded. At a dinner following the foundation 
stone ceremony in December 1851 the hope that provision of improving entertainment 
would result in enhanced social stability was expressed with unusual clarity by both the 
Earl of Zetland who had performed the ceremony and the mayor of Bradford John Rand. 
The Earl claimed that he had laid 

the foundation of good feeling, and of a better system of moral conduct (cheers) 
and that it would be to the advantage of the poorer classes of Bradford, as well as 
the convenience of the higher classes. (cheers). 

Rand argued that as the working classes 'are every day becoming more influential' the 
upper classes must elevate them to prepare them for their role. 'The very safety of society 
is involved in so doing.'5 

Rational recreation was in fact to play only the most marginal role in the festival 
organisers' schema. The festival, though, rapidly became much more than just the 
occasion for a civic opening. It was soon to be a major vehicle for 'selling the city' to the 
rest of Britain. Bradford's ruling elite was only too aware of their city's national image. 
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The interior of St. George's Hall 1853. (Bradford Libraries and Information Service) 

Its rapid population growth from 13,000 in 1801 to 107,00 in 1851 and the impact of 

industrialisation had resulted in a litany of well-publicised social and political problems. 
It had the fifth highest infant mortality rate in Britain in 1844: the Health of Towns 

Commission referred to it in the following year as 'the dirtiest, worst regulated town in 

England' , while Engels described it more succinctly as 'a filthy hole'.' As a major centre 
of physical force Chartism, it had earned a reputation with the propertied classes as a 

centre of political as well as physiological disease. Culture was to be called to the rescue. 

The desire to achieve national attention and recognition is illustrated by the scope of 

the events and the quality and reputation of the performers engaged. The Bradford 
festivals, held in late August or early September, lasted three or four days and involved 
some six or seven concert performances. The repertoire was generally very much the 
standard festival fare of the period, and indeed some metropolitan critics found the 1859 

programme in particular, lacking in novelty.' In keeping with festival convention, 

however, specially commissioned pieces were unveiled each year, most notably cantatas 
by the British composers MacFarren and Hatton in 1856. The festival organisers also 
used the event as a showcase for the talent of Bradford-based composer, music teacher, 
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music dealer and festival chorus-master William Jackson, whose setting of the 103rd 
Psalm and cantata The Year, were premiered in 1856 and 1859 respectively. 
Mendelssohn was probably the most prominently featured composer, at least in the first 
two festivals. This reflects the strong contemporary interest in a composer who had died 
as recently as 1847, and who was closely associated with the English music festival, his 
Elijah, after Messiah the most popular oratorio of the nineteenth century, having been 
commissioned for the 1846 Birmingham festival. The 1853 festival opened with his 
oratorio St Paul as well as including a 'credo', presented in manuscript form to the 
committee by a member of his family, the finale to his unfinished opera Lorely, the 
music to a Midsummer Night's Dream and the A minor symphony. Handel's Messiah 
was, inevitably, performed on all three occasions, with Beethoven and Mozart receiving 
much attention in the orchestral elements of the evening concerts, Donizetti, Rossini and 
Verdi in the operatic extracts. 

All three festivals were conducted by Michael Costa (1809-1884), an Italian resident 

in England since 1829 and who had become one of the country's leading conductors, 
taking charge of the Birmingham Festivals from 1849-1882, the Handel Festivals from 
1857-1880, as well as conducting the Royal Italian Opera Company orchestra at Covent 
Garden and holding many other highly prestigious posts. His London orchestral contacts 
allowed him to build an orchestra for Bradford which the Leeds Mercury described in in 
1856 as probably the best ever gathered in the north of England.' The vocal soloists were 
equally distinguished. Both soprano Clara Novello and tenor Sims Reeves, two of the 
leading British singers of the nineteenth century, appeared at all three festivals. 

Similarly, the festivals were a showcase for new foreign talent. The soprani Marietta 
Piccolomini and Therese Titiens both made their provincial debuts at the festivals of 
1856 and 1859 respectively, following on from highly acclaimed London opera seasons. 
Occasionally, the organisers were rather too keen to parade the talent they had 
assembled, no fewer than ten soloists being used at the 1856 Messiah, which most critics, 
not surprisingly, found excessive. The chorus, numbering some 200-220 singers, was 
comprised almost exclusively of amateurs drawn from the West Riding textile district, 
testimony to the great strength of the Yorkshire choral tradition that had developed from 
the mid-eighteenth century. 

The costs involved were clearly considerable. Although there is no record of fees 
paid, evidence from the 1858 festival in neighbouring Leeds is suggestive of the high 
rates likely to have been demanded. Clara Novello, for example, charged £300 for six 
concerts,' while a party of four Italian singers including Piccolomini received £75 each 
per concert. It is hardly surprising then that the Bradford festivals made relatively small 
profits, some £1000 accruing in 1853 and 1859 while a loss of at least £500 was 
sustained in 1856. The fear of failing to meet costs was the major consideration behind 
the subsequent abandonment, 'postponement' was the word preferred at the time - of the 
festivals in the 1860s.'° 

The Bradford Observer had perceptively described St George's Hall in 1851 as 'the 
great transitional monument of Bradford', its erection symbolising the town's aspiration 
to move away from simple commercial considerations and toward learning and beauty." 
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The festival was to serve similar ends. However, this act of cultural aggrandisement was 
more than a politically neutral gesture designed to draw attention away from Bradford's 
physical and social shortcomings. It was surely an attempt to illustrate to the rest of 
Britain that the Bradford commercial and manufacturing classes were civilised 
individuals, fit to govern locally and to take their rightful political position nationally. 

Enlisting cultural activity to serve political ends was no means a novel venture. John 

Seed has noted similar uses of cultural display in Manchester earlier in the century, 
linking the work of fine arts organisations, such as the Royal Manchester Institution to 
the middle class battle to win political rights in the the era of the 1832 Reform Bill. 'If 
Manchester was to achieve parliamentary representation, if its business interests were to 
receive a respectful hearing from central government, then the town needed to proclaim 
its status as a centre not just of industry and wealth but also of culture and refinement 
worthy of entry to the genteel circles of state power."2 By 1853, of course, the battle for 
political recognition had long been won, and with the the incorporation of Bradford in 
1847, Bradford's entrepreneurial class was in the ascendant. Nevertheless, there was still 
a desire to show northern manufacturing culture at its best, and thus slay any lingering 
doubts about its fitness to share political power. 

At the same time, the festivals were also part of a local political and economic agenda. 
At a very basic level, the events were seen as a method of boosting the local economy, 
an opportunity for increased profitability for local tradesmen. Throughout the months 
preceding the festivals, the advertising pages of the local press announced a variety of 
festival goods from dress suits and opera shawls to cigars and brandy. It was not merely 
local traders who spotted the potential, Mons. Meyer of Paris, Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Harrogate, for example, opening a branch of his 'Magasin Francais' in Lower Cheapside 
for three weeks in 1853. 11 Philanthropic considerations were also raised, although given 
Smith's original conception of the linkages between St. George's and the Infirmary, this 
was a belated and limited addition to events. It was not until 1859 that the Festival 
adopted a fundraising role for the hospital, eventually raising some £65O.' 

Perhaps of greatest importance was the attempt, rarely if ever articulated, but so often 
implied, to use the festival to rebuild the sense of community that had been shattered by 

the events of the previous quarter century. With the demise of the town-wide Bishop 
Blaize Festival, last held in 1825, events which could bind together different social classes 
in public ritual, no matter how briefly, had effectively disappeared. They had little place 
in the strained political climate of the 1830s and 1840s. Now, as the political temperature 
cooled, new sites for cross-class bonding had to be manufactured. St George's Hall (and 
Peel Park) was undoubtedly viewed as a site where classes could meet physically. 
'Together they will sit in the public concert or town's gathering. Party feeling will be 
undermined, and a fresh ,,, confidence will be gradually established in the various grades 
of social and political life."3 The festival was to be a public manifestation of this intent. 

Similarly, the fierce political battles between the Tory-Anglican elite which had 
presided over Bradford's early industrialisation and the rival parvenu Liberal-Dissenters, 
over church rates, factory and poor law reform, water supplies and incorporation, had 
caused enormous divisions within the middle classes of Bradford. Moreover, as Jack 
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Reynolds has pointed out, the battle over incorporation illustrated that the very concept 
of 'Bradford' was an uncertain one. 'The borough of Bradford was as much an artificial 
creation as the metropolitan authority was many years later. It defied local sentiment and 
long-established practice. It was to be many years before natives of the district thought 
of themselves as citizens of the borough of Bradford. They remained men and women of 
Horton, Bowling and Manningham or of the township of Bradford... "I The Bradford 
music festivals were intended to belong to that first generation of local institutions, such 
as the Chamber of Commerce (185 1) and the non-denominational Bradford High School 
(1856) that began to give the new town tangible meaning to help the fusion, or at least 
the happier co-existence, of old and new elites. 

II 

The festivals undoubtedly exerted influence in a number of areas, albeit not always in 
ways which had been intended or expected. They certainly attracted most national 
newspapers to Bradford and, via their columns, probably helped to improve outsiders' 
perceptions of Bradford. Admittedly, there were some highly negative physical 
descriptions of the town. Every festival year much effort was spent on improving the 
environment immediately adjacent to St. George's Hall. Buildings in the town centre 
were cleaned and decorated, Peel's statue had a decorative railing placed around it in 
1856 and the hall itself was always cleaned, repainted and regilded. Unfortunately, all 
this was no match for the lethal marriage of Bradford's smoke pollution and damp 
climate. As the rainclouds settled on the surrounding hillsides The Times correspondent 
bemoaned that 'anything more dreary and comfortless than the aspect of this smoky 
emporium of trade just now it is hard to imagine.' The Daily Telegraph was even more 
damning. 'How people manage to exist in Bradford is, to a stranger, a mystery.' Inflated 
hotel and carriage fares were also frequent targets for journalistic abuse.'7 

The music, its location and the people of Bradford, however, received much praise. 
As has already been seen, the concerts were generally highly regarded by the enthusiastic 
London music critics, and although those critics could not agree on the number of seats 
in St George's Hall, estimates ranging from 3,100 to 3,800, and sometimes found it 
stiflingly hot, they were universal in their approval of its acoustic qualities. Indeed, the 
Illustrated London News correspondent at the 1853 festival claimed it to be the best hall 
in Europe.'8 

Significantly, the metropolitan visitors were not merely interested in the musical 
propensities of Bradfordians: a surprisingly large amount of coverage, particularly in 
1853, focusing on the general lifestyle of the local population. The effort and enterprise 

shown by the organisers, was much commented on, but it was actually the working 
classes of Bradford that received the greatest attention. In general the critics were hugely 
impressed with both their outward prosperity and their orderly manner. The Times 

describing the spectators outside the hall in 1853, claimed that 'a better dressed crowd 
almost exclusively composed of the humbler classes of society could not be imagined'. 
The Illustrated London News stated that 'the absence of the signs of poverty, and the 
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general cleanliness, were proofs of the thriving condition of the operatives, whose 
dresses, if of poor materials, were universally neat.' Statements of working class 
Bradford's prosperity became so plentiful that after The Times recited a local anecdote 
claiming the town to have no poor, Samuel Smith felt it necessary to write to the paper 
pointing out that, regrettably, it did.'9 

Praise of lower class behaviour was even more marked. 'A more orderly, good-
tempered, and well-controlled crowd was never assembled', said The Times, and most 
others agreed, only the Morning Post complaining of the stares and comments of the 
thousands of 'yokels' 20 In some papers, coverage of the festival expanded into almost a full 
scale commentary on the condition of England question. The Morning Chronicle used the 
1853 festival as an opportunity to compare the Bradford working classes, especially the 
female portion, with their London counterparts and found the Bradfordians far superior. 

That atrocious slattemism which is seen at the corners of our metropolitan streets, 
at the vomitories of our courts, and at the doors of our glittering ginshops, was 
scarcely to be found among the thousands of women who mingled in yesterday's 
scene ... in groups of threes and fours, [they] watched all that was passing, and 
delivered their unhesitating comments, without seeking, as is usual with the lower 
class of women, to attract the male bystanders into their society, but in no degree 
shunning any chance of good-humoured exchange of north-country compliments 

[there was] little of the foul ribaldry which is the euphonism of the London 
street. Men were not bawling obscenities to one another across groups of women, 
nor were small boys screeching out cold-bloodied blasphemies.2' 

Given the Victorian axiom that music was the 'sacred art' and that oratorio was its 
highest expression, it is not surprising that discussion of the moral character of the 
festival chorus became part of this debate. The chorus had praise heaped upon it at every 
event. In 1853, for example, one critic claimed that it possessed 'the best voices we have 
yet heard from any English choral body.' However, praise went beyond the musical. The 
Musical World, was expressing a commonplace when it stated that the chorus was 
comprised of the 'sons and daughters of toil, the operatives of Bradford ... in every 

particular superior to what workpeople, unfortunately, too often are, when they have no 
such innocent and elevating pursuit to occupy the few hours they can call their own.' The 
Times reinforced this view, arguing that the 'considerable portion of the Bradford 
working classes' who spent their leisure hours studying Handel, Haydn and Mendelssohn 
were 'raised in the scale of humanity.' 22 

Much of this evidence reveals more about its writers than about historical reality. 
There is much romanticising, distortion and exaggeration here, with Bradford clearly 
being pulled into a contemporary discourse on the moral state of London. There are 
some grounds for seeing nineteenth northern working class culture as rather more 

obviously tinged by a moral code flowing from Nonconformity than was the case in the 
capital, but it would be dangerous take the Chronicles's view at face value, especially as 
complaints about the foul language of working class youths was a stock in trade of the 

10 



William Jackson, the local composer and choir master whose works were premiered at the music 
festivals in 1856 and 1859. (Bradford Libraries and Information Service) 
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Bradford Observer's letter columns. Similarly, although it is not possible to analyse the 
chorus closely in social terms it almost certainly contained many more lower middle and 
middle class members than these reports assume. Furthermore, while a taste for choral 
music did penetrate quite deeply into the working class, the 'working class' singers 
present were likely to have been drawn for the most part from the better-off artisanate. 
Overall, visiting journalists took the good behaviour that they undoubtedly witnessed as 
typical of a town of which they had little knowledge, and thus made unfavourable 
comparisons with a city that they knew far better. 

The festivals were simply too brief and too short-lived an affair to have lasting impact 
on national perceptions and Bradford was to be the victim of much hostile comment in 
the century and a half that lay ahead. Nevertheless, it is likely that the festivals were 
something of a short-term public relations success Such positive description can hardly 
have worked to the disadvantage of the town, dispelling at least some of its parrenii 
image. Ironically, however, it may have been the working classes that benefited most 
directly. It is probable that this type of positive representation of the working class, 
especially in the north, played an albeit small part in the long process by which from the 
late 1840s the propertied classes altered their image of the lower orders and began to 
consider them as potential junior members of the political nation. Good order and love of 
Handel secured another step on the road to 1867. 

The festivals, perhaps not surprisingly, probably had a greater impact at local level. 
They undoubtedly helped in the restructuring and rebuilding of strained social relation-
ships, although this was admittedly decidedly limited in regard to the relationship 
between the local elite and the working classes. The minimum entry price in 1853 and 
1856 was 3s 6d, obviously far beyond the range of most working and probably many 
lower middle class music-lovers, who could only attend if they had obtained comple-
mentary tickets from their employer. A number of firms gave free tickets during all three 
festivals, with clerks rather than manual workers being the most frequent recipients, 
although two firms, John Halstead and Son and J G Horsfall, provided tickets for their 
whole workforce in 1853 and 1856 respectively. 23 

By 1859, complaints about the high price of admittance had reached sufficient level to 
make the committee rather more sensitive to the needs of popular audiences and there was 

a constant effort to refer to the event in that year as a 'peoples' festival.' Partly because of 
this and partly because the festival was in that year directed at the Infirmary, 
representatives from the town's friendly societies were placed on the organising 
committee. Possibly as a result of their influence the price of the cheapest seats was 
reduced to 3s and a transferable seven concert serial ticket for these seats introduced at 15s, 
the Obserrer recommending that the 'working classes' club together to buy these seats at 
what amounted to reduced rate of 2s 6d and decide amongst themselves which concerts to 
attend. Several newspapers noted the large attendance of the 'operative classes' at some of 

the 1859 concerts, especially the performance of Haydn's The Creation which opened the 
festival, but it is not clear whether they were admitted on purchased or complementary 
tickets. The aborted festival of 1863 was to have had a minimum admission of 2s, made 
possible by a reduction in the number of singers engaged.24 
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A separate series of 'people's concerts' was provided in 1853, starting the day after 
the festival finished, but this was very much an afterthought, owing at least something to 
the raising of a memorial - an event not recorded by the Bradford Observer - which 
accused Smith of 'providing for the rich, and passing over the poor'. 25 in general, 
working class involvement was largely restricted to external spectating, thousands lining 
the streets around the hall watching the audience come and go. Their attendance was, as 

might be expected, at its greatest for the first festival when as the Times noted 'near to 
the building the people were so closely packed, that passage to and fro was hopeless and 
even motion of the arms and legs was problematical.' 25 Significantly, in all three years 

large barriers were erected to ostensibly prevent the crowds from stopping the flow of 
traffic to and from the hail, but the presence of police, and a small detachment of soldiers 
on one occasion, suggests some concern about law and order. 

The available evidence fails to provide a working class perspective on events and, as so 
often, popular sensibilities have to be approached rather indirectly. The 1853 memorial 
was the only clear protest about exclusion of the poorer classes, although whether or not 
this originated at popular level is uncertain. The little side-show put on by the Chartist 
orator William North and his wife in 1853 - again not reported by the Observer - might 
also be interpreted as a protest of types. On the evening of the 31 August when Mozart's 
Jupiter Symphony was the main feature, North, a blacksmith and gardener from Low 

Moor, and his wife, drove up to the hail in a donkey cart. The police tried to turn them 
back at which point North remonstrated with theta asking 'why did you not stop that 
gentleman in the carriage there? Why did you single me out as an object of insult?' Only 
at the last minute did he produce two valid tickets and the couple entered the hall 'amidst 
the loud laughter and reiterated cheers of the spectators behind the barriers ... more than 
once during the performance he was a conspicuous object to the immense audience.' 27 

These events do not suggest deep levels of dissatisfaction and the spectators outside 
the hail appear to have enjoyed themselves enormously for the most part. It can hardly 
have escaped the attention of the politically alert, however, that the people's concert hail 
had opened with an event that they could not afford to attend and that their first chance 
to visit came at a hastily arranged 'people's concert', a combination of events that 
forcibly demonstrated the class-based nature of access to the arts. The future history of 

St George's Hall, at least until the 1870s, reinforced this on many occasions. Although 
the hall was the site of many concerts and recitals which did provide access for a 
'threepenny' audience, there were many that did not, most notably the subscription 
concerts which from 1865 utilised a pricing system devised to maintain a social tone via 

exclusion of many of the town's poorer music-lovers. Even the Bradford Festival Choral 
Society, which had been allowed to use the hall for rehearsals, was given notice to quit 
in 1870 because their schedule interfered with commercial bookings.2 There were clear 

limits to rational recreation in practice, clear limits to the extent to which, even at the 
cultural level, the working classes were to benefit from the great integrative ideal that 
had loomed so large in the optimistic post-chartist economic boom year of 1849. 

The process of social healing was clearly much more successful at elite level. There is 
plentiful evidence that in a number of ways the events brought sections of the town's old 
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and new elites together. The various committees established both to oversee the opening 
of the hall and to organise the festivals crossed religious and party political lines to a 
degree, as artistic and regional interests came to the fore. Although the eleven man 
committee overseeing the first festival was dominated by liberal-dissenters, there was 
nevertheless room for the Tory solicitor and patron of the arts, Edward Hailstone; Tory 
brewer-barrister Matthew Thompson was involved in 1859. 29 

Audiences were even more broadly-based. They were not, of course, simply Bradford 
audiences. Special trains brought in visitors from all over the county and the local press 
proudly listed the many celebrities, a list that in 1853 included the Earl and Countess of 
Harewood. Lady Margaret de Burgh, the Archbishop of York, the mayors of several 
local towns and such Leeds dignatories as George Goodman, Edward and Frederick 
Baines and W B Denison. Bradfordians, however, made up the largest part and, with the 
possible exception of 1856 when the Observer initially accused the middle classes of 'a 
culpable indifference' to Bradford's reputation, all sections of propertied society did 
what was clearly seen as their civic duty. In 1853 Tory squires such as Colonel Tempest 
of Tong Hall and William Busfield Ferrand of Bingley, Tory millowners such as William 
Walker, one of the most determined opponents of the rising liberal-dissenting dynasty, 
and at that very moment actively defending the Bradford Water Company against the 
threat of municipalisation, could attend quite happily alongside Salt, Forbes, Milligan 
and the other representatives of the new ruling class. 33 This is not to claim that the 
festivals played a major initiating role in the integrative process: accommodation 
between competing elites had begun in the 1840s and other institutions were playing a 
central role. Rather they provided the opportunity to display how far the process had 
gone and the beginnings of a belief in Bradford as a unified entity. 

In the final analysis, however, although the the festivals helped cement a wider elite 
culture, perhaps most striking is the extent to which they symbolised and celebrated the 

political triumph of the liberal-dissenting elite. One of 'their' men had organised it in one 
of 'their' buildings. As Theodore Koditschek has argued, the funding of St. George's 
Hall (and Peel Park) was 'the ultimate triumph of bourgeois voluntarism', tangible proof 
that the laissez-faire creed could provide for the needs of the city, and the music festival 
was perceived as a further example of this. 31 Reporting the opening concert the Bradford 
Observer could not restrain its pride in the artistic achievements made possible by the 
new wealth of Bradford, manufacturing progress begetting artistic progress. 

It is gratifying proof of the great progress which the arts are making in our country, 
and of the advancement of the "divine art" of music in particular, to find a town like 
Bradford, which hitherto had been known only as a dirty, smoky, busy, 
manufacturing, pounds, shillings and pence locality, taking the lead in an extensive 

and wealthy county like Yorkshire in providing a fine hall and fine performance 
[which] surpasses anything of the kind ever witnessed before north of the Trent .32 

The whole tenor of the festivals was coloured by the values of the new elite. One of 
the most revealing illustrations of this is actually illustrated by an absence, in this case of 
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the grand dress balls that were such a feature of the social penumbra surrounding 
festivals in other areas. The ball continued as a feature at the Three Choirs Festival until 
1874, when it was replaced by a sermon, and at Norwich until 1875. Even the festival in 
neighbouring Leeds in 1858 finished with a ball. Such an event had no place in the 
publicly self-denying culture of mid-century liberal-dissenting Bradford; the ballroom 
was too much associated with local Tory lifestyle. 33 

It might be argued that the long list of aristocratic patrons enrolled by Smith and his 
committee undermines this argument and shows exactly that lack of self-confidence and 
self-belief amongst the new elite that Igor Webb claims to have discovered in the 
architectural symbolism of the Wool Exchange, opened in 1864. 34 The patron's list was 
certainly impressive on all occasions. The Queen and Prince Albert headed the 1853 list, 
although, of course, they did not attend, followed by the Archbishop of York, the Bishop 
of Ripon, Earl FitzWilliam, the Earls of Carlisle, Zetland and Effingham, the Lords 
Whamcliffe, Feversham and Londesborough and others. The list grew longer with 

subsequent festivals. 
However, just as the symbolism of the Wool Exchange is complex and need not imply 

a bourgeois crisis of confidence, so too the subscription list. The attempt to attract such 

an array of landed wealth might just as likely have stemmed from a self-confident desire 
to show the city in the most prestigious light as from any need to win the approval of the 
landed classes. It should also be noted that the patron's list included the name of Richard 
Cobden (whose head, unremarked by Webb, also adorns the Wool Exchange) indicative 

that at least at some level, entrepreneurial culture was being celebrated. The attendance 
of the patrons was generally poor. Writing in 1859, The Times observed: "Never mind", 
say the people of Bradford, "a committee of tradesmen and our own spirit enable us 
without the aristocracy to rival Norwich and force Birmingham (the most aristocratic of 
festivals) to acknowledge us. Last meeting we had the Archbishop and a Lord. This 
meeting we have had neither one nor the other. Whose is the loss? Not ours". And so, in 
sober truth, they might claim this much for themselves.' 35 Once again, the opinions of the 
London press cannot be taken entirely at face value, The Times at this stage of its 
existence missing few opportunities to deride the aristocracy. Nevertheless it perhaps 
captures something of the mood of Bradford's entrepreneurs at this time. The aristocracy 
after all, had its uses. 

Ill 

As well as influencing class relationships the festivals reflected and reinforced the 
complex networks of local and regional patriotism that were such an important social 
dynamic in the West Riding at this time, and which indeed have powerful resonances to 
this day. As already shown, Bradford's self-pride was immense. Audiences showed 
enormous loyally to local favourites. Davidson, in The Times spoke of the 

'indiscriminate infatuation' directed at Mrs Sunderland, and he was equally irritated by 
the enthusiasm shown for Jackson's cantata The Year. 'His music was loudly and 
incessantly applauded, and three choruses were encored ... [but] we regret to add that Mr 
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Jackson, though a first-rate chorus master, can scarcely be regarded as a first rate 
composer. '16 Crucially, a sense of pride in the town's achievement spread well beyond 
the social groups that organised and patronised the festival due to the broad social mix of 

the chorus. 
It was not merely Bradfordian pride that was aroused, however, as reaction to the 

festivals in neighbouring towns demonstrates. Asa Briggs has described how the 
building of St. George's Hall stung Leeds into constructing its own Town Hall, and the 
intense rivalry between the two centres surfaced occasionally during the festivals. In 
general, many eminent Leeds citizens attended and the Leeds press was sympathetic to 
the events, especially the Leeds Intelligencer, although glimpses of a rather sarcastic 
tone sometimes surfaced in the Leeds Mercury. In 1856, the paper enraged a number of 
Bradfordians by claiming that due to the level of losses the current festival 'will be the 
last held in Bradford for many years to come.' A number of letters to the Observer 
expressed offence at what was clearly perceived as an attempt to undermine Bradford's 
artistic and commercial credibility.37 
A considerably larger controversy erupted in 1856 illustrating the depth of local and 

regional identities and leading to the only serious challenge to Smith's leadership. The 
central figure was the soprano Mrs Susan Sunderland 1819-1904, born in nearby 
Brighouse and popularly termed 'the Yorkshire Queen of Song.' She was, as one 
commentator aptly stated 'a lady of considerable provincial reputation' rather than a 
national star.38 However, as an exceptional interpreter of oratorio and especially the 
works of Handel, she was an object of enormous affection throughout the Yorkshire 
textile district. Local audiences were angry when her name was removed from the list of 
soloists at a very late stage in 1856. The root of the problem seems to have been that 
Smith, a personal friend, dealt with her in an informal manner without recourse to the 
contracts and other mechanisms used for dealings with the national and international 
celebrities. Mrs Sunderland firmly believed that she had been allotted a solo in Jackson's 
103rd Psalm and the aria 'If God be for us' from the Messiah. Costa eventually decided, 
in keeping with current usage so he argued, to cut the aria from the performance. At this 
point Smith, who disputed that the aria had anyway ever been firmly promised to her, 
offered her instead a piece of her own choice in a miscellaneous sacred concert. She 
refused to sing at all unless given her piece in Messiah, Smith refused to concede, and the 
event went ahead without her.39 
An acrimonious dispute developed as the rival camps gathered around the two 

protagonists, lasting from mid-August when the affair became public until early 
November. Interestingly, in the initial stages, the dispute received virtually no coverage 
in the Bradford Observer save for the printing of a small number of letters, a self-denying 
ordinance providing yet another neat example of news management in the interest of 
local patriotism. Papers in other towns, however, gave it extensive coverage and Mrs 

Sunderland published the full correspondence between herself and Smith in several of 
them. The depth of feeling for Sunderland was strong. At one stage, the organisers feared 
that a demonstration would take place at the moment in Messiah where her solo should 
have come. This did not materialise, although at the closing ceremony the Leeds Mercury 
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claimed' a hearty round of cheering was given' for her in absentia, whereas for Smith' a 
feeble cheer followed, mingled with a preponderance of hissing. '10 Several 'sympathetic 
addresses' expressing anger at Mrs Sunderland's treatment were raised, while supporters 
in Huddersfield, a town which had effectively adopted the singer as its own, organised a 
special one day festival in October to make good Bradford's slight. The Observer, 
belatedly acknowledging the controversy, could scarcely conceal its delight at the rather 
thin attendance at the event and at the lack of Yorkshire musicians at what was supposed 
to be a celebration of Yorkshire music.'[ 

That such an issue could generate this heat is informative. To a degree the controversy 
was fuelled by professional musicians concerned about a supposed contemporary 
preference for foreign performers. Smith clearly believed that Sunderland, whose 
behaviour was uncharacteristically stubbom, was being encouraged by others anxious to 
make professional capital. It is significant that one of her strongest supporters was the 
Wakefield tenor Henry Phillips, an active supporter of the case for British singers.42 
However, feelings were raised well beyond the narrow confines of the professional 
musical community. Sunderland's supposed ill-treatment outraged local (Huddersfield 
in particular), regional and ultimately national sentiments. Here was Yorkshire's finest 
being denied to suit the whim of a foreign conductor (Leeds went firmly for the 
Yorkshireman William Stemdale Bennett in 1858) and a committee, so it was claimed, 
which would not have dared treat Italian singers in such cavalier fashion. This apparently 
minor incident reveals in microcosm how a set of essentially small scale, local and 
regional loyalties could eventually underpin far larger ones. 'Englishness' was expressed 
first of all through a sense of loyalty to locality and region. Not surprisingly, Mrs 
Sunderland was back with a rather more generous allotment in 1859. 

The belief that the English middle classes, especially the liberal-dissenting, 
entrepreneurial sector, were 'philistines' is deeply ingrained in the popular image of the 
nineteenth century. However, as a number of recent commentators have pointed out, 
such a view amounts to little more than an uncritical acceptance of a nineteenth century 
Tory caricature of the middle classes which failed both to acknowledge its structural 
complexity and the extent of its engagement with the arts. As much of the preceding 
discussion implies, the Bradford festivals give some support to a 'revisionist' line. That 
an emerging industrial centre could mount and support such events indicates a clear 
interest in certain types of cultural activity, even if individuals' motives were sometimes 
extra-artistic, and governed to a degree by considerations of local status and collective 
self-congratulation.43 

Obviously, care must be taken not to erect another false image exaggerating the 
artistic sensitivity of the early Victorian middle classes. It is certainly striking that the 

festival was very much Samuel Smith's festival, with many other members of the elite 
providing enthusiastic, patriotic support without showing his highly developed interest 
or expertise. It is no coincidence that the postponement of the 1863 festival coincided 
with the onset of an illness which prevented Smith from taking an active organising role. 
As fear of an embarrassing financial loss dampened the prospective committee's 

enthusiasm over the spring of 1863, several influential observers implied that Smith's 
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absence was fatal to the project. The history of art music in the town in the next decade 
is also revealing, concert promoters almost abandoning the town early in the decade 
because of poor support from the middle classes, while the early years of the subscription 
concerts, founded in 1865, were dogged by limited financial success.' Sacred concerts, 
however, did tend to attract large audiences. Perhaps in this culture where the influence 
of nonconformity was so strong, something of a distrust of the concert hall, when not 
dedicated to sacred music, remained. Nevertheless, at the very least Bradford's musical 
record in the 1850s compared extremely favourably with that of most other British towns 
of equivalent size. It really is perhaps time for writers to abandon the unhelpful term 
'Philistine' altogether. 

Amongst all these wider issues it is easy to forget the sustained contribution made by 
the festivals to local life. They led directly to the founding of the Bradford Festival 
Choral Society in November 1856. Smith, inevitably, was the guiding light, fusing a 
large section of the festival chorus and other interested local singers into a permanent 
society of some 200 members. Smith was president, local novelist J H Croxall secretary 
and Jackson conductor. Most early members came from Bradford and its immediate 
environs although a small number were drawn from further afield. In a gesture redolent 
of the rational recreational philosophy of the time, the Society provided coffee and buns 
for the longer distance commuters, a substitute for what the committee saw as the 
excessive amounts of alcohol consumed by certain individuals en route to rehearsals. It's 

first public performance, not surprisingly, was Messiah on 12 December 1856. Once 
again, Smith showed his remarkable skill in using music to sell the town, organising a 
five day visit to London in the summer of 1858, which included a royal command 
performance before Queen Victoria. The society was good enough in its own right to 
provide 182 of the 211 singers used in the 1859 festival, including the whole of the tenor 
and bass sections. It remains, of course, a major English choral body to this day.45 

Samuel Smith died in 1873 and was buried at Undercliffe where the Festival Choral 
Society gave extracts from Mendelssohn's St Paul at his grave side.46 Whatever his 
motives, whatever the contemporary significance of his musical initiatives, he 
bequeathed the town both a concert hall and and a choral society, tangible fruits of his 
labours that later generations, including supposedly objective historians, have had every 
reason to be grateful for. 
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THE PUB AS A MUSIC CENTRE IN MID-VICTORIAN BRADFORD 

Paul Jennings 

This article brings together two essential features of Victorian working class leisure, 
music and the pub. The extent and vitality of popular music in the last century has been 
demonstrated by Dave Russell.' The place of the public house in the industrial city is the 
subject of my own ongoing research. My particular aim here is to portray the musical life 
of Bradford's pubs, focussing on the middle years of the century, roughly from 1840 to 
1870. In painting this picture I will also try to address some of the questions which 
historians of leisure have identified and debated. To what extent was there a distinctive 
working class recreational culture? In the face of sustained middle class disapproval of 
elements of that culture, and of attempts both at their suppression and at the provision of 
leisure of a more respectable, or 'rational', nature, how resilient was that culture? How 
did the commercialisation of leisure develop and what was its significance? 2 

Before we go off to the pub, however, I must first briefly clarify some terms and give 
an indication of numbers. There were two types of drinking establishment. On the one 
hand were those public houses licensed by the justices, which were permitted to sell all 
types of drink. Their numbers in Bradford rose from 78 in 1830, to 112 twenty years 
later, and to 143 in 1869. Between those years. 1830 and 1869, on the other hand, it was 
also possible to sell beer only without a justices' licence, only an excise licence being 
required. The numbers of these beerhouses, or beershops, as they were called, quickly 
overtook those of fully licensed premises. By 1869 there were some 460 of them. In that 
year the requirement of a justices' licence was restored for all pubs, and the period of 
growth in their numbers ended. In the mid-Victorian period we are looking at, however, 
the supply of drinking places more than matched the growth in the town's population.' 
Public and beerhouses were then a ubiquitous feature of the town's working class 

neighbourhoods, such that no one was more than a few yards from a glass of ale and 
company, or from musical entertainment, as we shall see. 

The most common form of music in pubs was no doubt spontaneous singing. Joseph 
Lawson's description of Pudsey alehouses in the early years of the century may be taken 
as typical. In them, besides gossip, jokes, dominoes and the like, the customers 'would 
be singing songs, all joining in the chorus when there was one, or in the last two lines, if 
no chorus.' The songs themselves would be 'mostly on love, drink, and war', though 
'some would now be considered indelicate and obscene, which were not thought so at the 
time. 14 More specific examples of such singing are rare; there is no reason, after all, why 
they should enter the historical record. They do so, however, if some incident or other 
merited a report, for example in the local paper. Thus in January 1852 a group of five 
Irishmen began to sing a song at the Fox and Goose beershop in Northbrook Place. We 
know because they attacked three Englishmen with pokers, tongs and fenders after one 
of the latter was felt to have whispered a disparaging comment about it.5 Much of our 
knowledge of this type of informal music must be drawn from evidence of this kind, 
which in other ways of course will tend to present a distorted picture of pub life as unduly 
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violent. In May 1842 a waiter at the Leg of Mutton beerhouse in Nelson Court was 

stabbed by a customer he had asked to stop striking a pot with a knife, interrupting 
perhaps a primitive form of musical entertainment.' 

Individual customers might possess greater musical talent than this, but there were 
also itinerant vocalists and musicians making the rounds of the pubs. One vocalist was 
accompanied by a malt who did gymnastic feats. We read of this duo at the Boy and 

Barrel in Westgate on a Saturday night in December 1852, when the vocalist was 
assaulted .7 A travelling musician from Leicester visiting his grandson played an 
unspecified instrument for the twenty customers at the Castle Howard Ox beerhouse at 

Great Horton late one afternoon in September 1838. We know, similarly, because while 
he was there a fight, resulting in a manslaughter charge, broke out over who should pay 
for a pint of ale.' Instruments elsewhere referred to include a hurdy gurdy played by a 
young woman at the House of Blazes beershop at Silsbridge Lane end in March 1845.1 
Fiddlers also entertained; customers danced to one at the New House Inn beerhouse in 

Mulgrave Street one Saturday night in October 1856; a blind fiddler was at the Reservoir 
Hotel at Daisy Hill in April 1858.10 Sad deaths befell two wandering musicians. In May 
1868 an inquest was held into the death of Francis Dominic O'Connor; a former soldier, 
with fourteen years service in India, he had latterly fallen into dissolute habits and 
subsisted by writing music for bands and playing the flute or a penny whistle at pubs. He 
had been found dead in bed at his lodgings in Longlands Street, in the poorest part of the 
town. In March 1869 Fiddler Bill too met a tragic end. Described as aged about thirty, 
'ragged, dirty and filthy', he had been in Bradford just a few weeks, playing an old violin 
in low beerhouses, when he was found dead in a privy in a yard off Thornton Road. At 
the inquest it emerged that Bill had been given a glass of ale at one beerhouse, the Royal 
Engineer in Southgate, but at the Robin Hood in Silsbridge Lane the landlord James 
Handy did not want either Bill or his music, and threw him out into the street causing him 
to hit his head, from which injury he later died after lingering for a day or two. Handy 
was subsequently acquitted of a charge of manslaughter.' 1 

Musical entertainment such as these cases reveal, whether provided by a customer or 
by a travelling musician, would not necessarily do much to increase the landlord's 
takings, as Handy's action perhaps suggests. Probably more lucrative were the meetings 
of clubs, lodges, trades unions and a variety of societies which took place in pubs. And 
when these groups held celebrations, music, vocal and instrumental, formed an integral 
part. When, for example, the 120 members of the Royal Jason Lodge Number One of the 
Independent Order of the Golden Fleece, Bradford Unity held their fifth anniversary on 
Whit Monday 1837 at the Shoulder of Mutton in Kirkgate, dinner was followed by 
entertainment from the Bowling band.'2 Many more examples could be given, but one 
more will here suffice from the close of the period I am looking at. On a Friday night 
early in 1868 the cabmen who worked from the end of Leeds Road had a dinner at the 
Granby Hotel, Union Street. Songs and glees with piano accompaniment followed, in 
which the principal vocalist was the landlord himself, Jonas Dawson, 'who sang several 
of Mr Sims Reeve's favourite airs, including 'Good-bye, Sweetheart', in a creditable 
manner.' 
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What the landlord could also do to boost his takings was organise musical 
entertainment on a regular basis. The increased competition within the trade brought 
about by the creation of beerhouses from 1830 made it all the more necessary to provide 
such added attractions.'4 When precisely landlords began to do this it is not possible to 
say. The first evidence locally comes from 1843. In that year a memorial with 243 
signatures, headed by that of the incumbent of Christ Church, Darley Street, was 
presented to the magistrates at the annual brewster sessions for the renewal and grant of 
licences. It took exception to the concerts held at three pubs, the Boy and Barrel, landlord 
Robert Ellis, and the Druids Arms, James Forrest, both in Westgate, and the Bermondsey 
Hotel, landlady Mary Dunn, in Cannon Street. According to the memorialists concerts 
were held almost every night of the week, till one and two in the morning, 'to which 
hundreds of young persons both male and female resort.' The concerts were allegedly 
sources of immorality, prostitution and drunkenness, a charge disputed by a 
correspondent to the same issue of the local paper, who saw in them, in contrast, a 'rich 
and cheap enjoyment' for decent and honest lovers of music who could not afford rich 
folks' concerts. The three publicans were cautioned by the bench to discontinue such 
practices, though their solicitor claimed to have evidence to disprove the charges and 
accused some people of signing the memorial up to seven or eight times. 15 

The landlord of the Druids was again warned by the magistrates at the 1848 brewster 
sessions about the disreputable character of his concert room, and his licence, together 
with those of two other Westgate pubs, was suspended for a year. 16 However it was the 
concerts at the Bermondsey, probably because their scale, degree of organisation and 
standard of act set them qualitatively apart from other ventures, which aroused the 
greatest interest. It was here that the term 'music hall' would seem first to have been 
applied in Bradford. It was described as such, for example, in an advertisement in April 
1849. According to this Mrs Dunn had succeeded in engaging the renowned Ceda, a 
negro dancer, melodist and banjoist, together with a Mr 3 Wrigley, 'the laughter 
provoking comic vocalist from the Bolton and Manchester concerts', plus two other 
vocalists. Performances were nightly, entrance was free, but drinking was permitted 
throughout. The following week a letter to the paper from one who signed himself 
'Viator' described a visit to one of the performances. This jaundiced account, together 
with a spirited reply from Mrs Dunn's son-in-law, Henry Pullan, who acted as manager, 
allow us to gain some impression of the Bermondsey music hall. By Viator's estimate 
some 500 persons were present in the concert room, packing the body of the room and 
the galleries, and 'a more disorderly company certainly was never seen', including boys 
of all ages, supposedly prohibited according to a placard at the entrance. He goes on to 
describe a disturbance, possibly a fight, in the centre of the room, which got people onto 
their seats shouting encouragement, before a bell was rung and comparative order 
restored. He then turns to the first act, a female vocalist whose 'delightful screaming' 
was greeted by the crowd with applause, stamping on the floor, clapping and whistling. 

Following another fight, pretend or real, order was again restored and 'there was a 
general call for the waiters to bring supplies of drink and tobacco; instantly several men, 
with their shirt sleeves turned up, after great exertions, made their way into the room, and 
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The Bermondsey Hotel, site of pub music concerts in mid-Victorian Bradford. 
(Bradford Libraries and Information Service) 

supplied the various wants of the company.' The next act, after another bell, was a man 
who gave a recitation, also to great applause, which to Viator, however, was a 'mixture 
of the foolish, lying, absurd and filthy,' and after which he left, wondering what the 
conditions of a publican's licence could be which permitted such exhibitions. 

Henry Pullan's reply, the following week, to the gentleman 'apparently troubled with 
a scribbling propensity', noted that Charles Dickens himself had written of Ceda's 
performances in America (though Viator did not mention that act) and the crowds were 
due to it being his first performance at the Bermondsey. The noise had been mainly 
caused by Pullan's brother turning out a disorderly person in the presence of the police. 
He went on to point out that the 'gods' were noted for their 'uproarious pleasantry' in any 
theatre, and that of course the customers drank, it was a pub and no charge was made for 
the performance. He concluded that the concerts did not pretend to be Italian opera or the 
entertainment of the 'fashionable' class, but were for 'that portion of society which 
cannot afford to attend concerts on a more magnificent scale', and which, moreover, kept 
people from 'dens of infamy' with the provision of 'comparatively innocent' fare, a 
means of relaxation from hard lives. Reference by Pollan in his letter to a constant police 
presence on the premises provoked a stem denial the next week from Bradford's chief 
constable, William Leveratt together with these forthright words: 'I will just state that I 
was at the concert room on the night to which Mr Pullan refers in his letter, and I there 
and then told him that if he did not discontinue to permit such disorderly conduct in the 
room, his licence would be jeopardized at the next licensing sessions.' 17 
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This is precisely what happened. At the 1849 brewster sessions the three licences 
suspended the previous year were now renewed. Whilst the mayor, as chief magistrate, 
complemented the body of publicans on the good order maintained in their houses, three 
had their cases adjourned to a later session because of complaints about their conduct. Of 
these the licence of the Bermondsey alone was refused. In vain did Mrs Dunn explain 

that she had done her best to keep the company as orderly as possible and promise to 
conduct the house in future to the satisfaction of the police. Nor did her contention that 
the humbler classes had as much right to music as the richer cut much ice. Alderman 
Samuel Smith expressed his particular disapproval of the practice of making a payment 
of 2d on entry, which then went for any kind of drink.'8 This same Alderman Smith had, 
earlier that year, made the music hall his special concern. In a speech in February to the 
subscribers to the Infirmary, he noted the crowds attracted to music halls, 'however 
offensive and contaminating' they were. He called, as an alternative, for the building of 
a 2,000 seat hall to offer working people 'relaxation and recreation in music wedded to 
instruction and of a healthy and more advantageous kind than they could obtain at 
present'.'9 In the case of the Bermondsey then we see an attack on the music hall on two 

fronts; suppression by the police and the licensing justices on the one hand, provision of 
alternative, more respectable musical fare on the other. I would like now to explore 
further the background to this 'attack'. 

Bradford experienced unprecedented growth in the first decades of the nineteenth 
century. From 13,264 at the census of 1801, the population had risen by 1851 to 103,778. 
Although the rate of growth was actually at its highest in the decade after 1821, the 1840s 
saw the greatest absolute increase in numbers; in the ten years to 1851 the population 
rose by over 37,00020 Migrants made up the great bulk of this increase, on average over 
3,000 new arrivals in the town each year.2' Bradford thus suffered to an exceptional 
degree the problems of the fast growing, unplanned, unregulated early nineteenth 
century town, such that it was described in a report of an inquiry of 1845 as the most 
filthy town visited. 22 As much as the public health of the town, however, it was the moral 
health of Bradford which excited the attention of the well-to-do. In June 1849 the mayor, 
Titus Salt called a public meeting 'to confer as to the best means to be adopted to remove 
or suppress the immorality and vice which prevails to so great an extent among our 
population'. Salt was particularly critical of the beerhouses and their connection with 
prostitution and crime, and the fact that they were outside the control of the magistrates. 
He endorsed Smith's idea of a public Music Hall as a more edifying alternative, and 
Smith himself reiterated at the meeting his call for a large concert hall like the Free Trade 
Hall in Manchester. He once again deplored the connection between places for concerts 
and places for drink, though he had no objection to the pub's legitimate role, as he put it, 
'of supplying a wholesome and pure beverage to working men.' 23 It is perhaps not 

surprising that we meet him just a month later when the licence of the Bermondsey, with 
the foremost concert room in the town, came up for renewal. 

The role of the police reflected this climate of concem. Bradford had just been created 
a municipal borough in 1847, which brought with it a borough police force under the 
supervision of a watch committee. It is clear that the new police shared a mission to try 
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and 'clean up' the town. In March 1848 two publicans and three beerhouse keepers were 
convicted of keeping disorderly houses, prompting the Bradford Observer to comment: 
'We trust that these proceedings, which we believe have been taken by the direction of 
Mr Leveratt, the superintendent of police, will prove a warning to other parties in the 
town, and have the effect of checking a nuisance which has long prevailed to a fearful 
extent.' 24 In his quarterly report to the end of June 1849 Leveratt reported that six 
publicans and twenty-five beerhouse keepers had been fined for various offences.25 It is 
not surprising either that we also meet him in connection with the Bermondsey. 

The removal of the Bermondsey's licence did not, however, herald the suppression of 
the pub concert room or the music hall. Mrs Dunn was again refused renewal of her 
licence there in 1850. 26 However, she and Henry Pullan then opened the first purpose 
built music hall in Bradford, trading with an excise licence to sell beer only, the Royal 
Colosseum in Westgate. This was obviously an important limitation on the degree of 
control which the authorities could in fact exercise over places of entertainment. Indeed 
the Bermondsey itself continued to trade in this way until its licence was restored by the 

justices in 1854 to Mary Dunn's successor, John Nunn, a former stage actor.27 Other 
music halls which followed, like the Great Eastern in Manchester Road, or the Pekin in 
Chapel Lane similarly had beer licences, having indeed begun life as beerhouses. But the 
Colosseum was built expressly as a music hall and was on a bigger scale than anything 
hitherto seen in Bradford. When, in 1857, it was offered to let, it was described as having 
room for over 2,000 people in a promenade, galleries and side boxes. It was eventually 
taken by the Bradford Protestant Association, who opened in May 1858 with a 
performance of sacred music by the Bradford Choral Sociely. 25 Mary Dunn died in 1860 
but Henry Pollan, after a period in Manchester, returned to Bradford and was to be 
closely connected with the music hall in the city for more than thirty years.29 

What of the efforts to provide a respectable concert hall to counter the attractions of such 
as the Bermondsey? Alderman Smith's dream did indeed become a physical reality as St. 
George's Hall was completed in 1853. His vision of an alternative music hall for working 
people was, however, to remain very largely unfulfilled. When the building was opened 
with the first Bradford Triennial Music Festival, the minimum cost of entry was 3s 6d 
unless an employer had provided free tickets.3° Local antiquarian William Cudworth, 
writing more than thirty years later, commented that: 'Of higher class entertainment ... not 
a very glowing report can be given as to the amount of encouragement accorded by the 
working classes.' He did draw some comfort, however, adding: 'Still the appearance of St. 
George's Hall on the occasion of a popular concert affords some indication of the refining 
influences at work.' He was, moreover, sure that 'The 'Uncle Tom's Cabins' and 'Great 
Eastems' have given place to a better type of music-hall entertainment, and there is no 
concealing the fact that it is a kind of recreation suited to the popular taste.' 91 St. George's 
itself was not averse to 'popular' entertainment. To cite just one example, Christy's 
Minstrels playing to a 'good audience' in October 1863.31 Finally, in fairness to Smith and 
others who shared his view of the uplifting potential of culture, they by no means saw it as 
a simple panacea. The Bradford Observer put this point succinctly in an editorial 
welcoming the report into the moral condition of the town and its conclusions. Music halls, 
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Programme for Pullan's Music Hall, 1873. Henry Pullan was manager of the concerts at the 

Bermondsey Hotel and later opened this Music Hall in Brunswick Place, Bradford in 1869. 

(Bradford Lib,arjes and Information Service) 
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parks and libraries would not reach everybody: 'We must begin at their homes, their dark, 
uncleansed, unwatered, uncomfortable homes. No scheme of moral reformation will ever 
succeed that overlooks the condition of the dwellings of the poor.' 11 

The pub singing room meanwhile continued to thrive. The Bermondsey was renamed 
the London Hotel and new landlord John Nunn seems, to judge both by this change and 
by the entertainment on offer, to have tried to raise the general tone. In October 1857 he 
announced in an advertisement 'select harmonic meetings or musical soirees' conducted 
on the same principles as first class London establishments, with the chair taken at seven 
every evening during the Winter season, a 'professional gentleman presiding at the 
pianoforte'. In 1862, under another new landlord, the entertainment was described as a 

'FREE and EASY'.34 In another advertisement, Mrs Sugden of the Ring o' Bells in 
Bolton Road announced the opening of a singing room, having engaged Miss Arnold, the 
celebrated pianist, admission free. 35 By the end of the decade James Burnley could write 
of such 'so-called' singing saloons having spread 'like an epidemic' in recent years. 
Burnley wrote a series of articles for the Bradford Observer, based on personal 
observation, on various aspects of life in the town, including one devoted to 'Music Hall 

Life'. In the first part of this piece he describes a visit to the new music hall which Henry 
Pollan had opened in 1869 in Brunswick Place. He also visited some pub singing rooms, 
looking both at those which engaged professionals and those conducted on the 'free and 
easy' principle. An example of the former was the Old Crown in Ivegate, which Burnley 
somewhat transparently disguised as the 'Old Hat Crown'. There he saw: 

Two neatly attired young ladies each adorned with a splendid array of back [sic] 
hair, are playing a duet on the piano. The room is low, closely packed with 
listeners, and much in need of oxygen. When the duet is finished, the 'artistes' turn 
round and enter into playful conversation with a small circle of special admirers 
gathered round them. Then a young man volunteers a song, and after a few minutes 
spent in trying to acquaint the pianist with the tune of it, he sings. His song is one 
of the Vance order, all about swells, lovely 'gells,' and so forth. Then a Wibsey 
carter, whose pronunciation is of the last century, sings a 'Cackle, Cackle, Cock-a-
doodledoo' song, which pleases immensely. 

He also visited a couple of places with a free and easy, at one of which the company 
consisted of the 'lower stamp of artizans, and a scattering of roughs', whilst at the other 
they were 'well behaved and respectable'. There, 'a young amateur with a sweet tenor 
voice' sang 'My pretty Jane', and another sang 'Simon the Cellarer'. However, he also 
described one singing room as being no more than a brothel, which brought an indignant 
denial 10 the paper from the landlady of the Station Hotel, Burnley having called it the 
'Dissipation Hotel' . 36 Burnley clearly had limited sympathy with either the 
entertainment he viewed or its audience. What he does testify to, however, is the scale 
and vitality of public house music. 

So let me return to the questions with which I began this piece. Music was an essential 
feature of pub life in mid-Victorian Bradford. Since much of that music was created by the 
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pubs' working class customers themselves, or by itinerant musicians and 'professionals' 
also from that class, and the audience too was composed of working people, be they rough 
or respectable to use the contemporary distinctions, it is possible to speak of a distinctive 
working class recreational culture in the pub. That it was resilient there seems no doubt. 
Indeed pub music was thriving even more in 1870 than it had been in 1850. This was 
partly because an improving economic climate led to increased spending on drink.37 
However, it was also due to the efforts of landlords in organising musical entertainment 
to boost their incomes. This was particularly so in this period as it was relatively easy to 
open a new beerhouse, so increasing competition within the trade. Also, behind all 
publicans there were increasingly the breweries, as the tied house system developed, 
bringing further pressure to increase sales. The Great Eastern and the Pekin music halls, 
for example, were both let from brewers. This musical life then was also very much part 
of commercial enterprise, and commercial pressures increased over this period. 

Attempts at outright suppression of pub concerts were confined to the 1840s, in 
particular to the end of that decade, when heightened concern over the debased moral 
condition of the town led to the action against the Bermondsey. Of the Bermondsey an 
example was very much being made, there seems no doubt, and once made, concern 
fairly quickly receded. At the brewster sessions of 1854, when the Bermondsey regained 
its licence, Samuel Smith, then in his third term of office as mayor, observed that 
'Bradford was second to no other town of like population in the kingdom in respect to the 
order and sobriety which generally prevailed' 38 Temperance campaigners would 
certainly have demurred, but at licensing sessions almost without exception the bench 
complemented the assembled publicans on the good conduct of their houses. Perhaps the 
example made of the Bermondsey did have an effect and the concert room's rougher 
edges were smoothed. The evidence of Burnley and Cudworth does not particularly 
support such a conclusion. But then those who disapproved of the singing room always 
saw the worst and always would. The beerhouses, in contrast, were always seen as less 
well conducted than the licensed houses, and certainly fell foul of the law more 
frequently, but were not subject to the same degree of official control until 1869, when 
the requirement of a justices' licence was restored for all houses. Some sixty beerhouses 
were then immediately refused one, effecting, according to the chief constable, an 

immediate and marked improvement. 39 
If suppression was never really a serious option, what then of the provision of 

alternative, 'rational' forms of recreation. In so far as pub music flourished then clearly 
it had little effect in weaning away its adherents. St. George's Hall was indeed built, but 
with what effect we have seen. Other elements of rational recreation such as public parks 

and libraries were also eventually provided, but while certainly alternatives, they were in 
no sense replacements. In the long run commercial pressures were to be of much greater 
significance as competition grew from the specialised music halls, theatres and 

eventually the cinema. Partly for this reason, but due also to a whole series of social and 
economic developments, the pub itself was to become increasingly less central to 
working peoples' leisure. These developments are, however, beyond the scope of this 
article. The pub certainly did not disappear, nor did pub music. We are actually in 1912, 
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but the scene could just as easily be in 1860, when police constable Hurd recorded a 
Saturday night visit, at twenty to ten, to the Bee Hive in Croft Street. There in the concert 
room were twenty men and six women (in shawls), all singing along to a piano 
accompaniment, 'Meet me tonight in dreamland'.° 
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OLD PHOTOGRAPHS OF BRADFORD, NO.2: THE CONDITIONING HOUSE 

Ian Mason 

A Conditioning House was needed because wool changes in weight according to the 
amount of moisture in the surrounding atmosphere. In the 19th century this was a source 
of frequent disputes between buyers and sellers of fabric who could not agree on the 
price of a bale of wool because its weight varied in different locations. The first 
conditioning houses were set up in France. Germany and Italy and it was felt by the 
Bradford trade that they might be at a disadvantage because of the absence of such a 
recognised authority. 

It was quickly realised that only an independent organisation would be universally 
accepted as impartial so the Bradford Chamber of Commerce invited Bradford Council 
to establish a conditioning house. This had to be done by an Act of Parliament, which 
empowered the Council to set up a conditioning house, the only municipal undertaking 
of its kind in the country. Bradford's first Conditioning House was established in 1891 
in a warehouse adjoining the Town Hall. Demand grew as the certificates issued by the 

Conditioning House soon became a condition of some business transactions. Additional 
accommodation and equipment was soon acquired and a new building, the current 
Conditioning House building in Cape Street, was opened on 23 December 1902. 

The Conditioning House building c. 1900s. 

(West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford 46D92) 
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Unloading bales of wool at the Conditioning House c.1914. 
(West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford 46D92) 
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The old conditioning ovens at the Conditioning House c. 1900s. 
(West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford 46D92) 
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THE STORY OF BEER BREWING IN BRADFORD 

David Parry 

give me a cup of best Yorkshire Stingo' - an exhortation in the Connoisseur 
magazine of 1756 to partake of a distinctive strong ale reputed to be first brewed in 
William Whitaker's Old Brewery, Bradford. Since there is a 1635 usage of the word 
'stingo' recorded in the Shorter Oxford Dictionary, it seems likely to have been a generic 
term for a potent drink to be found in more than one County of England. Nevertheless, 
Yorkshire Stingo acquired a national reputation, and certainly William Whitaker's was 
the first brewery in Yorkshire to produce that 'fine, full-bodied strong ale of most 
seductive qualities'. 

William Whitaker's Old Brewery vied with certain other companies - John Smith's, 
Tadcaster (1757); Samuel Smith's, Tadcaster (1758); and Thomas Rawson's, Sheffield 
(1758)— for the epithet, 'Yorkshire's oldest retail brewery'. The business was founded at 
a place called the Bowling Alleys on Thornton Road, close to where the road starts. Its 
first owners were Joseph Storey and Thomas Aked but by 1763 proprietorship had 
passed to John Whitaker of Milnhouse, from whom it went to William Whitaker, the son, 
whose name furnished the style of the company for the rest of its existence. 

Yet the Whitaker's were not to be decisive in the fortunes of the company. It was not 
until the Thompson's took over, following a succession of partnerships, that the brewery 
was put on to the business map. It should be explained here that the expansion of the 
brewery company is ordinarily measured by its capacity to serve an increasing number of 
outlets i.e. public houses, hotels and, later in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
off-licence premises. In Yorkshire the attitude to tied-house acquisition varied from 
company to company and hence from town to town. In Bradford from the middle of the 
nineteenth century the leading brewers were disposed to compete with each other from the 
outlets that were available, whereas in nearby Leeds it was not until very late in the century 
that this kind of competition prevailed. Leeds was extremely rich in home-breweries, that 
is, pubs that had attached to them small breweries for home production and perhaps a little 
localised trade. Tetley's Brewery did not purchase their first tied house until 1890. 

In 1846 Benjamin Thompson was sole owner of the Old Brewery. He passed control 
to his nephew, Matthew William Thompson, a barrister of the Inner Temple, London. It 
was under the guidance of Matthew William that Whitaker's began to assume a position 
of eminence in Bradford brewing. By 1890 some 42 public houses were owned, 

including, among present-day hostelries, the Adetphi Inn, Leeds Road; the City Hotel; 
the Lord Clyde, Thornton Road; and the Rose and Crown, Westgate. Matthew William 
Thompson became one of Bradford's most prominent citizens. He was three times Lord 

Mayor - in 1862-3, 1871-2, and 1872-3; and also Member of Parliament in 1867. He 
resided at Park Gate, Guiseley, and as chairman of the Midland Railway Company was 
created a baronet at the time of the opening of the Forth Bridge in 1889. 

William Whitaker's became a public company in 1897. when 73 public houses had 
been lied. Control had passed in the early 1890s10 William Brown and William Grisdale 
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WILLIAM WHITAKER& CO-. 
ALE, PORTER, and 

INDIA PALE 
ALE BREWERS 

and HLTSTERS, 

Breory St. & Thornton Rd., Bradford. 
Advertisement for William Whitaker's Brewery from a Bradford Post Office Directory 
1893 (Bradford Libraries and Information Service) 

Barker, two gentlemen who had been involved in the Springfield Brewery, Yeadon, 
although Reginald Thompson, son of Matthew William retained a family interest. 
Brewing was to continue for another 30 years or so, during which time the total of houses 
owned exceeded 120. In 1928 brewing ceased and all beers were supplied by Tetley's of 
Leeds, but it was not until 1959 that Tetley's took over completely. Therefore William 
Whitaker's saw a little over 200 years of existence and great changes in the brewing, 
transport and marketing of beer. 

For those interested in relics, there are William Whitaker engraved windows still to be 
seen in the Old House at Home, Shipley; the Plumber's Arms, Huddersfield (a pub that 
Whitaker's bought in 1922), and in the New Inn, Otley. 
No other brewery of significant size was established in Bradford after Whitaker's 

until Charles Wailer began brewing on a very modest scale, probably as a home-brewer 
in 1847. By 1863 he felt confident enough to open a larger scale establishment on 
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Trafalgar Street, which he duly named Trafalgar Brewery. Public houses began to be 
acquired, among the earliest being the Plasterer's Arms and the Robin Hood Inn, Dudley 
Hill, still in existence. In The Anti-Adulteration Review one contributor wrote - 'In 

Bradford the beers of Messrs. Wailer & Son are spoken of by our analyst as possessing 
not only the proper gravity, alcoholic strength, and freedom from acidity, but also having 
a flavour pleasing to the palate, and a brilliant sparkling appearance to please the eye of 
the consumer'. Allowing for Victorian rhetoric, that does seem an enviable 
recommendation. It is worth noting in connection with the reference to 'alcoholic 
strength' that the pint of bitter available to our great-grandfathers was considerably 
stronger than that on sale today. Alcoholic content plus wide availability - following the 
introduction of the Beer-house Act of 1830 thousands of new beer shops proliferated - 

spelled widespread drunkenness. 
Wailer's Brewery flourished and expanded to such an extent that the Trafalgar Street 

premises had to be comprehensively rebuilt in the 1880s, some years before Wailer's had 
greatly enhanced their wine and spirit department by the acquisition in 1869 of Peter 
Laycock's brewery and wine & spirit vaults to be found in ivegate. Known as the Spotted 
Ox or Laycock's Vaults, this establishment had been in existence from 1853. 

In 1872 Charles Wailer was joined by his son, Thomas William and between them 
they ran the company until 1884, when Charles retired to Morecambe. A public company 
was formed in 1887. At this time Wailer's owned around 60 outlets, most of them in 
Bradford but others were to be found in Leeds, Liversedge, Farsiey, Shipley and Otley. 

It had become increasingly obvious that the Trafalgar Brewery occupied as 
disadvantageous a situation as any industrial building could, hemmed in as it was by the 
tracks of the Midland Railway, so it was decided in 1914 to move operations elsewhere in 
Bradford. However, when the move came it was to Hipperholme, where the brewery of 
Messrs. Brear & Brown, which had been in operation for about 40 years, seemed ideal. Of 
course, Wailer's took over the bulk of Brear & Brown's tied houses, those in the Halifax 
area being sold off 10 Richard Whitaker & Company. Wailer's traded for a further 18 years 

and was then amalgamated with the up-and-coming Leeds and Wakefield Breweries, 
whose bowing courtier trademark was appearing in more and more West Riding pub 
windows. A footnote to the Wailer story concerns an episode in Bradford emigration. In 

the late 1880s a number of Bradford people emigrated to Brazil but failed to prosper there. 
Thomas William Wailer was instrumental in financing their return to England. A faded 
mural sign for Wailer's Fine Ales may still be seen on the Victoria, Bolton Woods. 

To turn from two Bradford brewery companies that did not last actively into the 
second half of the twentieth century to two which did is to be reminded of the shrinkage 
of the brewery industry nationwide. Even in 1900 there was still some 6,000 brewers 
spread evenly across Britain. By 1962 the number had massively reduced to about 180. 
Bradford's two stayers, Hammond's Brewery and Hey's Brewery eventually fell to 
much larger concerns. The principle of big fish being swallowed by bigger is nowhere 
better exemplified than in brewing. Very occasionally, as we saw with Wailer's, a 
company will seek to acquire a bigger or better plant, but predominantly a take-over 
occurs to boost the parent company's tied-house estate. 
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Hammond's Brewery encapsulated the idea of growth by merger. Founded in 1860, 
when James Hammond purchased from Joseph Pollan a 'maltkiln, brewhouse, 
warehouse, coach-house, stable and other buildings at Fountain Street (later Franklin 
Street) and Manchester Road, the Fountain Brewery showed a naturally steady progress 
through the 1860s but after the assumption of control by Ezra Waugh Hammond, son of 
the founder, around 1870, and the subsequent flotation of the public company - 

Hammond's Bradford Brewery Co. Ltd. in 1889, a rapid and spectacular series of take-
overs raised the business to a position of eminence in the North of England. These 

mergers can be summarised as follows: 

1. DanielRiddiough's Peel Park Brewery, Bradford in 1891. 17 pubs. 
2. Holmes' Brewery, Bingley in 1919. 52 pubs. 
3. Ilkley Brewing & Aerated Water Co. in 1923. 36 pubs. 
4. Springwell Brewery Company, Heckmondwike in 1929. About 90 pubs. 
5. Ogden's Brewery , Haworth in 1938. About 10 pubs. 
6. Bentley & Shaw's Lockwood Brewery, Huddersfield in 1944. Around 200 pubs. 
7. Tadcaster Tower Brewery in 1946. 247 pubs. 
8. Seth Senior's Highfield Brewery in 1947. 100 pubs. 
9. Littleborough Brewery Co., Lancashire in 1947. 

10. Robinson & Anderson, Newcastle in 1948. 

11. Richdale's Britannia Brewery, Sheffield in 1956.25 pubs. 
12. Aitchison & Co., Edinburgh in 1959. 68 pubs. 
13. Case's Brewery, Barrow in Furness in 1959. 
14. Heath's Devonshire Brewery, Barrow in Furness in 1959. 21 pubs. 
15. Westoe Breweries, South Shields in 1959. 83 pubs. 

These massive acquisitions proved to be an extensive fattening process. In 1959 a 
merger was effected with Hope & Anchor Breweries of Sheffield and Jeffrey's Brewery 
of Edinburgh to form Northern Breweries. Hammond's was swamped, closed in 1960, 
and the brewery was demolished for the widening of Manchester Road. Ezra Waugh 
Hammond was Lord Mayor of Bradford in the 1890s. Could he have imagined the 
twentieth century fate of his brewery? 
When Joseph Hey & Co. sold out to Samuel Webster's of Halifax in 1966 large-scale 

brewing in the city of Bradford had ceased. The ownership of the city's public houses 
had narrowed into fewer and fewer hands, yet looked at separately the rise of Hey's 
Brewery was something of a marvel. Coming relatively late to the trade, Joseph Hey, 
originally a beer bottler and retailer, in 1891 owned a small brewery on Captain Street 
and no tied outlets. Joined by a partner, Samuel Mitchell, he quickly realised, with 
typical Victorian enterprise that what he wanted was a bigger brewery, and in 1893 one 

came on the market. The Manningham Brewery of Clement Taylor and his son, Samuel. 
These premises, which had been in use for some thirty years, were situated in Wilson 
Square, Lumb Lane. They provided the kind of substantial base from which Hey & Co. 

were able to progress in the late 1890s and early years of this century. One of the earliest 
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of Hey's public house purchases was the Theatre Tavern on Manningham Lane. The 
Britannia Inn, Valley Road, Shipley, whose windows still carry the familiar 'House of 
Heys' slogan in gilt lettering, was another early acquisition (1898). Off-licence shops, 
which came to the fore at the end of Victoria's reign, formed an important part of Hey's 
outlets, no fewer than 33 being owned in and around Bradford. 

Between establishment and the end of the First World War Hey's had amassed some 
60 properties, which represents as rapid an expansion as any in brewery history. Adding 

to the total of outlets were the brewery and 27 pubs of Tordoff Company, taken over in 
1919, and later in 1934 the assets of Joseph Spink's Brown Royd Brewery, Rosse Street, 
Bradford. That take-over provided Hey's with 14 more public houses. When Webster's 
offer was accepted by Hey's in 1966 around 80 properties were owned. The Northbrook 
Brewery very quickly became a victim of urban redevelopment. 

After Whitaker's, WaIler's, Hammond's and Hey's other Bradford brewing com-
panies seem decidedly small scale. However, quite distinct in its own right and hardly 
negligible was the Caledonia Brewery. Frederick Greenwood and John Young 
Greenwood, grocers and provision merchants of Bradford, arrived at the Caledonia 
Brewery, which was situated just off Manchester Road, in 1887. Their stay was a short 
but quite prosperous one. In the nine years before they were bought out the Greenwood 
Brothers acquired 23 pubs and about 14 off-licence shops. All these properties passed to 
a Manchester conglomerate, Boardman's United Breweries in 1896, along with the 
brewery and houses of 3.0. and J. Wood of Denholme Gate Brewery. 

Mention has already been made of Tordoff's Brewery. This sprang from and was 
situated next to the Devonshire Arms public house in Thornton Road. Squire Tordoff 
senior built the Devonshire Arms and brewery in 1853. Growth was steady if 

unspectacular. When the business was floated publicly in 1900 the large bulk of its tied-
houses had been secured. A successful bid for the company was made in 1919 by Hey's. 
Among former Tordoff houses which are still in existence as Webster's pubs are - the 
Hare & Hounds, Horton Bank Top; the Commercial Inn, James Street, Bradford; the 
Black Horse, Lockwood Street, Low Moor; and the Churchill Hotel, Barkerend Road. 

Joseph Spink's Brown Royd Brewery on Rosse Street just of Thornton Road was not 
a purpose-built brewery. The building, before Spink acquired it in 1877, has housed 
Messrs. Cunliffe, Lister & Co., producers of grease, oil and a substance called stearine 
used in the making of tallow candles. Joseph Spink was a wine & spirit merchant 
established in Westgate from about 1860. He guided the brewing side until succeeded by 
his sons, John and William in 1880. The Boar's Head Restaurant, an early Spink 
acquisition on Market Street, has been latterly renamed Spink's Bar. It was one of 16 

properties bought by Spink's, although when take-over by Hey's occurred in 1934 only 
14 houses remained. The High Flyer Inn, Leeds Road, Thombury; the Lancaster Hotel, 
Westgate; the Malt Shovel on Northgate, Baildon; and the Willow Tree at West Morton 

near Bingley were all Spink's houses. 
Clement Taylor, who has been mentioned previously, established his brewing 

business at the Springhead Brewery in the White Abbey district of Bradford. The 
premises had been occupied by Job Wood from around 1837 but Clement Taylor was 

40 



proprietor from 1853 until he built himself the Manningham Brewery at Lumb Lane in 
1863. He seems to have been a cautious operator, for the real enterprise of the company 
was provided by Clement's son, Samuel. The latter, between 1865 and 1892, purchased 
the houses that made up the bulk of the brewery's outlets. When Samuel died his widow, 
Martha Taylor sold the company in 1892 to the fast-growing Bentley's Yorkshire 

Breweries of Woodlesford near Leeds. Joseph Hey bought the Manningham Brewery 

and promptly renamed it the Northbrook Brewery, which is what Hey called each 
brewery he owned. Among the former Manningham Brewery houses that may still be 
seen in the city of Bradford are the Cardigan Arms, Barkerend Road, and the Queen 
Hotel, Lumb Lane. 

Daniel Riddiough, described in 1850 as 'a beer seller', had turned brewer by 1858. His 
is the rare if not unique example in brewing history of the come-back. Operating from a 
brewery adjoining the Peel Park Hotel, Otley Road, Daniel Riddiough served a small 
number of his own houses, including the Bolton Hotel, Bolton Road and the Coach & 
Horses, Barkerend Road, two hostelries still with us, until 1872, when it was decided to 
turn the business into a limited company, the Peel Park Brewery Co. The new venture 
seems to have been tolerably successful. Sixteen more tied-houses were acquired, among 
which were the Roebuck, Harrogate Road, Greengates, and the Beldon Hotel, 
Undercliffe. Then in November 1882 Daniel Riddiough made his come-back, re-
acquiring some of his former properties and setting up a new company, Daniel Riddiough 
& Co. It was not to last long, being taken over with 17 houses by Hammond's in 1891. 

There remain just two or three small brewing concerns to complete the story of 
Bradford's beerage. Samuel Frederick Roberts, like Charles Wailer, began his career as 
a publican-brewer around 1870. He purchased a brewhouse, stable, joiner's shop and 
ancillary buildings at Bridge Street, Horton in 1873. He managed to acquire a handful of 
outlets, including the White Swan at Idle before naming Ferrand Swithenbank as the 
executor of his will. On the death of Ferrand Swithenbank a new company, the Horton 
Old Brewery Co. Ltd. was formed. It continued to trade till the mid 1930s, when the 

pubs, among which was the Queen Hotel, Bridge Street, were disposed of piecemeal. 
One small brewery to operate for only 14 years between 1877 and 1891 was the 

Hollingwood Lane Brewery owned by Edmund Fox. The latter gathered to himself only 
four public houses - the Shearbridge Inn, Horton; the Moorcock Inn, Wibsey Slack 
Bottom; the Boar's Head, Clayton Heights; and the Buffalo Inn, Marshall Street, Bradford. 
When Fox's ceased in 1891 all four houses were bought by William Whitaker's. 

The Eastbrook Brewery, Burnett Street, which stood until fairly recently, was owned 
by a building Contractor, Israel Thornton. During his ownership of the brewery some four 
or five houses were served, including the New White Bear, Tingley and the Sheridan 
Hotel, Wakefield Road. Control of the brewery passed to Levy Brothers in 1884, and to 
Naylor Brothers in 1890 till 1895. 
On Nesfield Street the Crown Brewery went through a number of owners between 

1890, when George Blakey had it to 1894, when William Wallace, trading as the Crown 
Brewery Co. ran it. He supplied two public houses, the Gunner Inn, North Street, and the 
Spring Row Tavern, White Abbey Road, also half a dozen off-licence shops. The 
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enterprise seemed never to flourish and was sold, along with the Caledonia Brewery in 
1896, to Boardman's United Breweries. 

Finally, one well known licensee-brewer in Bradford was John Barraclough. He 
owned the Albion Inn and brewery in Negate (now Yates' Wine Lodge) between 1853 
and 1883. 

If the above narrative tends to convey an impression of total loss and gloom, the 
situation in Bradford has been distinctly brightened Since 1981, when a new company, 
the Trough Brewery was founded in part of an old mill in Louisa Street, Idle. Richard 
Priestley and Graham Coates were its founders, and to date 6 public houses have been 
owned. Who knows but that a new era of Bradfordian stingo might not have been 
ushered in. 

Sources: 

West Yorkshire Archive Service, Headquarters, West Riding Registry of Deeds. 
Kelly's and White's Directories for the West Riding 1857-1894. 
A Centu,y of Progress (Bradford section). 
E.M. Sigsworth, The Brewing Trade During the Industrial Revolution. 
N. Barber (the Brewery History Society), Where Have All the Breweries Gone? 
C. Lackey, Quality Pays ... The Story of Joshua Tetley. 
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BRADFORD AT WAR: ENEMY AIR ACTIVITY OVER BRADFORD AND 
DISTRICT IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

Dennis Upton 

Some 50 years ago, in August 1940, the first enemy bombs to fall on Bradford in the 
Second World War exploded harmlessly in Heaton Woods. The war had reached 

Bradford at last, but it had been a long time coming 
The dramatic events of September 1939, the German invasion of Poland, the British 

and French declarations of war, the imposition of the black-out, mobilisation and the 
evacuation of children had been followed by months of little warlike activity. Bradford's 

experience had been typical. 29,900 Bradfordians, mainly children, had been offered 
evacuation in early September but only 7,484 had responded and, in the absence of air 
raids, the great majority had returned home by Christmas 1939. 

This period became known as the "Phoney War" but, although the expected bombs 
did not fall German aircraft were active over Britain. We now know that high flying 
German reconnaissance aircraft flew over many parts of Britain, including Bradford, 
from September 1939 onwards. These aircraft carried no bombs and were usually 
allowed to roam freely whilst the air raid sirens remained silent. Only one air raid 
warning had been sounded in the Bradford district in 1939 and that was a false alarm in 
the early hours of Monday 4 September. 

The winter of 1939/40 did, however, bring hardship to many. The weather was severe 
and the introduction of food rationing reinforced the gloom but enemy air activity was 
largely restricted to naval targets and shipping. On 3 February 1940 the first German 
aircraft to be shot down over England in the Second World War crashed in Yorkshire. 
The 1-leinkel 111 bomber had been seeking shipping targets off Whitby when it was 
attacked by Hurricane fighters. It lumbered inland over the rooftops of Whitby and 
crashed near Sleights. The "Phoney War" was coming to an end. 
On 8 April the Germans invaded Denmark and Norway, followed on 10 May by 

France and the Low Countries. June saw the Allied defeat in the west, the Dunkirk 
evacuation, the entry of Italy into the war and the French surrender. Britain was alone 
and beleaguered. There then followed the Battle of Britain, the first attacks on industrial 
areas, the London Blitz and the extension of heavy bombing to the regions. War had 
arrived with a vengeance. 

In Yorkshire, on the night of the 18/19 June the first high explosive bombs fell near 
the Gorple Reservoir and on Malham Moor in the West Riding and the Bradford sirens 

sounded the first genuine air raid warning of the war on that night. 
In July, intelligence sources reported that the Luftwaffe had drawn up plans for raids 

on a number of Yorkshire towns and by mid July the anti-aircraft defences of Yorkshire 

had been strengthened. Bradford lay in the Leeds Gun Zone and industrial West 
Yorkshire was defended by 20 anti-aircraft guns and by searchlight batteries. A few 
minutes flying time to the south were the defences of the Sheffield Gun Zone with 24 
anti-aircraft guns, searchlights and a balloon barrage. 
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August saw much enemy air activity over Yorkshire, frequent air raid warnings, and 
bombs. On the night of 3/4 August bombs were reported in the Bradford area but none 
fell on the city itself and there were no reports of damage or casualties in the area. The 
official war records show that regular daylight reconnaissance flights continued over 
Britain at this time and give details of one such flight on 4 August which will interest 
readers. On this day a high-flyer entered Britain over the Severn Estuary and then flew 
north to Gloucester. Cheltenham, Crewe, Warrington and Preston, then east to 
Blackburn, Bradford, Leeds, York and Pocklington and south over Scunthorpe, Lincoln, 
Stamford, Peterborough, Cambridge, Chelmsford and out over the Thames Estuary 
photographing shipping, airfields, military camps, docks, railway installations and 
numerous factories en route. The sirens below remained quiet. 

August continued with nightly alerts and occasional gunfire and watchers on high 
ground saw flashes and the glow of fires as the Germans bombed Sheffield and Rotherham. 
Then, with the passing days, the bombing moved nearer to Bradford. As already 
mentioned, the first bombs on Bradford fell harmlessly in Heaton Woods in the early hours 
of 23 August. Three high explosive bombs fell in the bed of a stream and the explosions 
were heard over a wide area. The following night bombs fell on Leeds and, three nights 
later, one on Wakefield caused extensive damage to housing and injured ten people. 

The Luftwaffe returned to Bradford on the night of the 28/29 August when two high 
explosive and two incendiary bombs were dropped on the city. Six people were slightly 
injured and there was minor damage to houses, shops and other buildings. Bombs were also 
reported on this night on or near Leeds, Skipton, Shelf and Huddersfield. The attack on the 
following night switched to Sheffield and Rotherham but then returned to West Yorkshire. 

The night of 31 August/I September saw the most damaging of the raids on Bradford. 
German aircraft were over the city for over four hours and unleashed 54 high explosive 
bombs and 62 incendiary bombs. The bombs caused extensive damage but remarkably 
few serious casualties. Lingard's store in Westgate was destroyed by fire and Rawson 
Market, the Rawson, Grosvenor and Osborne hotels, the Birkshall Gas Works and 
premises in Aldermanbury, Canal Road and Sunbridge Road suffered severely. Other 
premises which suffered serious damage included the Odeon Cinema, Waterloo and 
Caledonia Mills, the Roebuck and Rawson hotels, Kirkgate Chapel and Wapping 
School. The bombing extended eastwards to Laisterdyke where there was much damage 
to housing in Battye Street, Jewell Street, Lake Street and Lake Row. Incidentally, as a 
result of this raid, Bradford was one of only four towns with 1,000 or more people 
rendered temporarily homeless in a single raid up to the end of August 1940. the total 
casualties in the raid were two killed and 127 injured, remarkably low in view of the 

extent of the bombing. 
Members of the Royal Observer Corps at their post near Keighley clearly saw the 

exhaust flames of the bombers as the planes wheeled round and began their bombing runs 

over Bradford. Details of the raid were widely broadcast by the well known Bradfordian 

J. B. Priestley. Priestley had visited his native city soon after the raid and walked through 
the damaged streets. He described how he came across a pie shop, remembered from his 

boyhood, whose main feature was a giant, artificial meat and potato pie which emitted a 
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Bomb damage to Lingard's in Westgate, Bradford 1940. 
(Courtesy of Wood Visual Communications, Bradford) 

fine, appetising steam. The shop, Arthur Roberts' in Godwin Street, was badly damaged, 
but the pie remained intact. J. B. Priestley was delighted and so was his audience. The 
story of the Bradford pie that survived the bombing went round the world. 
Bombs also fell that night on many neighbouring communities - on Pudsey, Leeds, 

the Leeds-York arterial road, the Hemsworth and Pontefract area and near 
Knaresborough where a bus suffered bomb blast and one RAF man was killed and six 
civilians were injured. But the worst single incident of the night occurred in the hamlet 
of Hessle and Hill Top east of Wakefield, where a delayed action bomb exploded on the 
morning of 1 September. Seven people were killed and two more injured, a grim, local 
example of the random brutality of air warfare. 

September was a quieter month but there was much overflying of the district by 
bombers making for Merseyside and nearer home, bombs were dropped near Bingley 
and Keighley. There were also two surprise daylight raids in the area. On 12 September 
four high explosive bombs were dropped on Harrogate and one person was killed and 
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fifteen more injured and on the 16th ten high explosive bombs and 40 incendiaries 
caused some damage but only one serious casualty. Bombs also fell during the month on 
Osseti, Halifax near Mytholmroyd, Huddersfield and Sheffield but with little effect. 

October saw fewer alerts but bombs fell on Leeds and on Huddersfield where some 
people were injured. In November, one heavy high explosive bomb fell on Halifax in the 
early hours of the 22nd, killed eleven people, injured ten more and caused heavy damage 
to housing. Bombs were also reported in November from the Keighley area. 

December 1940 saw the first really heavy raids on Yorkshire - on Sheffield in which 
760 people were killed, hundreds more seriously injured, 37,000 people rendered 
homeless amidst widespread destruction. The first of the Sheffield blitzes was on the 
night of the 12th and bombs also fell over a wide area of the West Riding including 
Dewsbury (3 killed), Batley (I killed), the Spen Valley, Leeds, Morley, Huddersfield, 
Wakefield, Ossett and Horbury. The Germans returned to Sheffield on the 15th and, once 
again, bombs fell in other parts of the West Riding including Morley, Leeds, Todmorden 
and the Spen Valley. Two grim, noisy and dangerous nights but Bradford's luck had 
held. Bombs fell later in the month on Doncaster (2 killed), on nearby Bentley (16 killed 
and 62 injured) and on Huddersfield. 

January 1941 saw the introduction of compulsory fire watching but the onset of 
another hard winter spell kept many of the bombers grounded. There were, however, 
isolated raids on or near Sheffield, Doncaster, Halifax and Ripon. February also saw 
little activity over the West Riding but March was very different and saw West 
Yorkshire's heaviest raid of the war. 
On the night of 14 March 1941 the Luftwaffe sent some 120 bombers against the West 

Riding with Leeds as the main target. There was widespread damage in Leeds, with 65 
killed and 256 injured, and the bombing spilled over into Bradford. Twenty nine high 
explosive bombs, 556 incendiaries and ten anti-aircraft shells fell on Bradford during this 
dangerous night. Two houses were demolished in the city and eight more were damaged 
but, once again, casualties were very light with only four people slightly injured. Other 
places were less fortunate, including Sheffield (8 killed. 55 injured), Wakefield (6 killed, 
15 injured), Castleford (2 killed, 17 injured), Sheffield (8 killed, 55 injured), Wakefield 
(6 killed, 15 injured), Castleford (2 killed, 17 injured), Morley (1 killed) and bombs were 
reported from Drighlington, Pudsey, Rothwell, Batley and towns and villages in the 
Huddersfield and Barnsley areas. 

April and May saw little activity over the West Riding but Bradford suffered its worst 
single incident on the night of 5 May 1941. A Junkers 88 bomber was seen on fire over 
the city and it crashed in flames on houses in High Street, Idle. Three civilians were 

killed and five more seriously injured and the crew who had baled out were taken 
prisoner. This was the last incident in Bradford caused by enemy action in the war years 
and was, perhaps, the most grievous. There were 10 be other alarms and excursions in the 

Bradford district during the remaining war years and bombs fell within a few miles of the 
city on a number of occasions but not on Bradford itself. After a flurry of activity in 
August and September 1942, which included raids on Leeds. Pontefract and Doncaster. 
the West Riding was largely untouched until the closing months of the war. 
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Then, just before dawn on Christmas Eve 1944, the Germans launched a surprise V  
flying bomb attack on Northern England. The flying bombs were launched from Heinkel 
Ill planes positioned off Yorkshire and Lincolnshire and some 30 Vi's crossed the 
coast. Manchester was the main target but 7 fell in Yorkshire. The nearest ones to 
Bradford were at Grange Moor, near Wakefield, and at Sowerby, near Halifax. They 
caused widespread, superficial damage but, fortunately, exploded in rural areas. The 
sirens in Bradford, as elsewhere, went unheeded by many. 
On 30 December at 1.30 am the sleep of many thousands in Yorkshire was disturbed 

and beds rocked and windows rattled in the Bradford area. It was not a new German 
secret weapon, widely feared at the time, but was caused by an earth tremor on Skipton. 

March 1945 saw German attacks on returning RAF aircraft and their airfields in 
Yorkshire and led to the last air raid alert of the war in the Bradford district, but the 
enemy aircraft avoided the urban areas of the West Riding. 

The long vigil was over. Bradford, in view of its size and industrial importance, was 
fortunate to escape heavy bombing in the Second World War but some of the facts and 
figures of the Bradford raids may well surprise many readers. The air raid sirens sounded 
the public alert nearly 100 times in Bradford and there were many more preliminary 
warnings relayed to the civil defenders and to major industrial establishments. Bombs 
were dropped on the city on four occasions and on many more occasions on 
neighbouring districts. In all, 88 high explosive bombs, 618 incendiary bombs, ten anti-
aircraft shells and one enemy aircraft fell on the city. Casualties were surprisingly light 
in view of the number of bombs which fell. Five people were killed and 142 more were 

injured in varying degree. There was extensive damage to commercial property in the 
city centre and some damage to the industrial premises. Twenty four houses were 
destroyed or had to be demolished later and several hundreds more suffered damage and 

over 1,000 people had to be given temporary, alternative accommodation as a result of 
the air raids. 

DENNIS UPTON was horn and educated in Yorkshire. He was a senior manager with 
the British Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC) for 30 years. He has a wide interest 
in aviation matters but especially the impact of air warfare on the civilian population. 
He has written academic pieces and magazine, newspaper and local history articles on 
this subject. 
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NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Ian Mason, Senior Archivist 

Vint Hill and Killick, Bradford solicitors (10D76). The work of the archives during 
the second half of 1991 was dominated by the transfer of additional archives of the 
solicitors firm Vint, Hill & Killick from their offices in Piece Hall Yard, Bradford. 

Vint, Hill & Killick were one of the longest established solicitor's firms in Bradford. 
The firm originated with the Bradford lawyer William Thornton who was practising 
from about 1742 and in 1756 entered into a partnership with John Bentley. Members of 
the Bentley family were involved in a series of partnerships through the nineteenth 
century until in 1912 the firm eventually emerged as Vint, Hill & Killick. An article by 

William Cudworth entitled Old Bradford Lawyers —The Bentley Family appeared in the 
Bradford Antiquary volume 11 (1895) p.65. 

It is clear that the firm had thrown virtually no documents away, making the archive 
one of the largest and most complete collections of solicitor's records in the country. The 
scale of the task of clearing the offices to a tight deadline was enormous. Staff sorted, 
boxed and made summary listings on site so that the archive could be transferred to the 
archives with some form of finding aid, however rudimentary. The work was done under 
terrible conditions with protective clothing and face masks being essential to combat the 
decades of dust that the documents were covered in. The size of the archive is 
formidable. Approximately 4,000 archive boxes of documents were collected making 
the collection by far the largest private deposit in the office. 

The earliest document relating to the firm's history is a cash book between William 
Thornton and John Bentley dating from 1746. There are complete series' of the firm's 
financial records and correspondence from the late 18th century. The firm had many 
important clients and the archive contains large quantities of interesting family, business 
and legal papers. The most exciting discovery was the archives of the Bradford Piece 

Hall including the minute book of the proprietors 1788-1852 and rent books for stall 
holders from the 1780s. 

Walker drawings (85D90). The most exciting acquisition during the last eighteen 
months has been the purchase, with the aid of a grant from the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, of a collection of eighteenth century architectural drawings related to the 
Walker family of Bradford. 

The plans appear to have been part of a family and estate archive belonging to the 

Leatham family, formerly of Hemsworth Hall, but the particular group of papers 
acquired by the Bradford District Archives office belonged to the Walker family of 
Bradford. Joshua Walker (1713-1801) was a Bradford apothecary and Quaker, whilst his 

son, Dr Joshua Walker (1746-1817), trained as a physician in Edinburgh and practised 

for a time in Kingston upon Hull in the 1770s and 1780s. Most of the architectural 
drawings are undated, but the few that have dates, of the 1740s-17605, suggest that the 

elder Joshua Walker may have been the author of some of them. Many relate to his own 

48 



L-í i%9Ç 

2/ 

(- !í2 

46 

Account book of John Bentley from the Vint, Hill and Killick archive. This page shows 
his expenses for a visit to the York Assizes in September 1795. (West Yorkshire Archive 

Service, Bradford 10D76//13/5) 
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house, known as Sundial House, on Wakefield Road by the junction with Hall Lane. The 
most important and impressive of the series of drawings relates to Town Hill House, 
which was also on the Wakefield Road, next to Joshua Walker's house. Town Hill House 
was designed by James Paine for John Buck and built c. 1764-8. 

The collection also includes plans for: St Ives, Bingley designed by James Paine for 
Benjamin Ferrand c.1759; the Manor House, Kirkgate, Bradford, built for Jeremiah 
Rawson c.1705-7; Undercliffe House, Otley Road, Bradford, for John Hustler c.1760; 
Frizley Old Hall, Frizinghall Road, Bradford, for James Lister c.1727 and Clock House, 
Manningham Lane, Bradford. 

Business Archives. Two significant and substantial collections of business archives 
have been received. The first was the records of John Robson (Shipley) Ltd, engine 
makers of Alexandra Works, Shipley 1897-1988 (19D9 1). These records were rescued 
from the derelict works of the firm following information from a member of the public 
that there were some archives at risk. An additional deposit of records from the same 
firm was later transferred from Calderdale Museums. The archive contains a large and 
unique collection of machine plans from the firm's drawing office. Another part of the 
archive is a group of documents relating to John Robson's Egyptian subsidiary called the 
Yorkshire Engineering Company (Egypt) Limited. The second large business collection 
was deposited by Sir James Hill & Sons Ltd, topmakers, Keighley c.1897-1985 

(35D9l). The archive also contains records from absorbed firms such as the Colonial 
Combing Company, Lana Lid, Y.S.F. Convertors Ltd, Norman Wood & son Ltd, Messrs 
Robinson & Peel and Sir James Hill's subsidiaries in Australia and New Zealand. The 
first Sir James Hill was created a baronet in 1916, was an MP for Bradford between 1916 
and 1918 and was made a Freeman of the City in 1921. 
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Joshua Walker's House (Sundial House), Wakefield Road, Bradford c.1742. 
(West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford 85D90/5) 

I 

Town Hill House, Wakefield Road, Bradford c.1764-8. 

(West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford 85D90/21) 
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A SELECTION OF RECENTLY PUBLISHED LOCAL BOOKS 

Elvira Willmott 

Baildon Oral History Group Our village: loved and remembered. Author, [1990?] 
£2.00. [36]pp 

Bairstow, Martin The Keighley & Worth Valley Railway: a guide and 
history. Author, 1991. £6.95. 8Opp 

Beesley. Ian and James, David Undercliffe: Bradford's historic Victorian cemetery. 
Ryburn Publishing, 1991. £9.95. 95pp 

Bridgeland, Gina, ed. Dudley Hill: memories of a bygone age. Dudley Hill 
Local History Group, 1991. £1.75. 58pp 

Bridgeland, Gina, ed. Laisterdyke Roundabout. Laisterdyke Local History 

Group, 1992. £2.95. 196pp 

Clark, Paul and Nankivell, Edmund 
The complete Joweft history. Haynes, 1991. £29.95. 

Clinton, Tom 

Costigan, Arthur 

Dewhirst, Ian 

Eaglestone, Joyce 

Laugh, / nearly went to Bradford. Bradford Libraries 
and Information Service, 1991. £8.95. 68pp. 

Wind/ill Methodist Mission 1835-1961. North East 

Windhill Community Association, 1989. £2.00. 38pp 

Victorian Keighley characters. Hendon Publishing, 

1990. £2.95. 36pp 

The swig tellers. Bradford Libraries and Information 

Service, 1990. £4.95. 9Opp 
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Giles, Colum and Goodall, Ian H. 
Yorkshire textile mills. the buildings of the Yorkshire 
textile industry /770-1930. HMSO, 1992. £16.95. 274pp 

Hardy, Clive Images of Bradford. Breedon Books, 1992. £16.95. 

Jowitt, J.A. ed. Mechanization and misery: the Bradford lVoolcombers' 
Report of 1845. Ryburn Publishing, 1991. £6.95. l4pp 

Kenzie, Ken Gaythorne Row in Victorian times. Author, 1991/2. 4 
booklets. 

Koditschek, Theodore Class formation and urban-industrial society: Bradford 
/750-1850. Cambridge University Press. 1990. £40.00. 
611pp 

Laurence, Alistair A history of Menston and Hasrksworth. Smith Settle, 
1991.k4.95. lO3pp 

Lister, Derek 

McKinlay, Robert A. 

Patchett, John H. 

Robinson, Alfred H. 

Bradford's Rock 'n' Roll - the golden years 
(1959-1965). Bradford Libraries and Information 
Service, 1991. £9.95. 141pp 

The university of Bradford: origins and development. 
Bradford University Press, 1991. £19.00. 196pp 

The development of Queensbury:front waste to worsted. 
Author,1992. £4.00. 39pp 

Eccleshill Congregational Church, Bradford: a triple 
jubilee history. M.L. Robinson, 1991. £3.00. 5Opp 
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St.Paul's Church, Buttershaw A histo,y and guide to the parish church of St. Paul, 
Butters haw. Author, 1992. £2.50. S4pp 

Sands, Leslie Tuppence for the rainbow - the story of a Bradford lad. 
Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1990. 
£10.95. 254pp 

Sheeran, George Victorian houses of Bradford: an illustrated guide to the 
city's heritage. Bradford Libraries and Information 
Service, 1990. £6.95. 8Opp 

Smith,Vera All muck and nettles: the early life of a burler and 
mender no.57. Bradford Libraries and Information 
Service, 1990. £5.95. lT7pp 

Styles, John Titus Salt and Saltaire: industry and virtue. Salts 
Estates, 1990. £2.99. 43pp 

Taylor, Vera G. Eccleshill in times past. Countryside Publications, 

[1990]. £3.95. 48pp 

Whiting, Tony Work makes wealth: a history of Bradford and Bingley 
Building Society 1851-1989. Bradford and Bingley 
Building Society, 1989. 189pp 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Bradford by D. James (Ryburn Publishing, 1990), £9.95 paperback; Class Formation 
and Urban Industrial Society: Bradford 1750-1850 by T. Koditschek, (Cambridge 
UP, 1990) £40 hardback; Bradford and the Industrial Revolution by G. Firth, (Ryburn 

Publishing, 1990) £17.50 hardback. 

Bradford has been well served by its historians in recent years and in 1990 three 
important books were published, all of which give a different perspective on the 
economic, social and political development of Bradford, and all adding greatly to our 
understanding of its history. 

David James, the Bradford District Archivist, provides the most wide-ranging of these 
books and the reader ought to take this port of call before venturing into deeper waters. 
He traces the history of Bradford from the Viking times, when it was little more than a 
few farmsteads, to the fourteenth century when it consisted of about 30 or 40 families, 
down to the late eighteenth century when it began its almost inexorable rise to the size 
and scale of present-day Bradford. This is an ideal book to provide an outline of 
Bradford's history, examining its economy, surveying the role of local government, and 
recording the rise of the Liberal and Labour parties - Bradford was, after all, the 
birthplace of the Independent Labour Party which was formed at St. George's Hall in 
January 1893. It is also a well produced and richly illustrated book which ought to be 
read by anyone interested in the history of Bradford. Its only weakness is that it focuses 
most of its attention on the years 1750 to about 1950 and does not go into sufficient detail 
on the periods before or after these dates. 

However, the onset of the Industrial Revolution in Bradford need not fear neglect with 
the production of two, very different, books on this subject. Koditschek's book will 
certainly be the most controversial. It is a meticulous study of class development in 
Bradford from a Marxist perspective, which dismisses the work of recent historians who 
have called for the discounting of class as an historical concept in favour of the use of 
consumption, leisure and different experiences of work to define groupings in society. In 
the end, Koditschek remains faithful to Marx and argues that whilst the concept of class 
does tend to conflate varying social and occupational groups too readily it still has 
relevance as long as the flexibility which Marx noted is recognised. 

This book offers a fascinating reconstruction of the traditional elite in Bradford and 

examines the reasons for its loss of control over the town by the 1830s. It traces its 
replacement by young men, often from immigrant backgrounds, who reconstructed 
Bradford as an entrepreneurial community. These self-made men, such as Titus Salt, 
Jacob Behrens and W. E. Forster - were often Dissenters, forced by competition to adopt 
a 'regime of abstinence and austerity' in order to succeed in business. In doing so they 
fundamentally altered the economy and society of Bradford. They intermarried, focussed 

their activities on their chapels, secular associations and the politics of Liberalism. 
During this period, particularly between 1825 and 1850, the proletarianization of the 
Bradford workers occurred - forged by the Bradford woolcombers and weavers' strike 
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of 1825 and by the Chartist agitation of the 1830s and 1840s. Koditschek admits that no 
homogeneous working class emerged but argues that the coalition of working-class 
interests developed, referring to the co-existing complementary impulses that brought 
workers together from different directions at once to forge 'wider more generalized 
solidarities of class'. 

Koditschek also adds to the growing debate about the foundation of the mid-Victorian 
consensus, arguing that after the conflicts of the 1830s and 1840s the workers came to 
realise their limits and possibilities, the apparent 'futility' of trying to destroy capitalism, 
but also the practical benefits that might accrue to them even as wage earners if they 
teamed to play by its rules. At the same time the bourgeoisie, whose position and 
attitudes were constantly changing, began to introduce urban reforms to respond to the 
'June days' of 1848, when militant Chartist activity was widespread throughout 
Bradford. 

Nevertheless, despite its detailed and scholarly approach, the book has some 
shortcomings. It has the feel of a work which has been emerging over twenty years and 
into which new ideas cannot be easily fitted. Indeed, it starts from the assumption that 
there was an identifiable and unified working-class culture developing, despite the 
occasional protestations that the working class are more diversified and less 
homogeneous than previously suggested. To have admitted recent ideas on class would 
have been to undermine the whole approach adopted. Instead, as Koditschek's epilogue 
indicates, he presses forward with a more flexible type of traditional Marxism. Secondly, 
there is relatively little on the technological changes that occurred and how these affected 
class relationships. Nevertheless, this is a meticulously detailed, stimulating and 
controversial book. 

Gary Firth's book, based upon his Bradford University PhD, is altogether different. It 
is a clearly argued, if somewhat detailed, economic history of Bradford from 1760 to 
1840.. Unlike Koditschek, his interests are much less on the social developments in 
Bradford, chartism and the like. Instead, in a conventional style, he traces how 
Bradford's poor agricultural land pushed the local population into woollen and worsted 

textile production. Interestingly enough, most of the early textile manufacturers were 
relatively small and it often required only £300 or £400 to set up a mill, although in 
general fixed capital requirements increased from about £1,600 to more than £5,000 in 
the first half of the nineteenth century. Indeed, it was Bradford's nascent iron industry 
based upon the Low Moor ironworks, and other enterprises such as the Bowling 
dyeworks and the lime kilns which initially stimulated Bradford's industrial growth. 
Low Moor was in fact capitalised to the tune of £250,000 by 1818. Nevertheless, a 
coterie of textile employers, including Matthew Thompson, Richard Fawcett ('King 
Richard'), John Rand and J. G. Horsfall built up Bradford's reputations as a wool and 

worsted textile centre, focussing upon a narrow range of products. Firth also stresses the 
economic impact of technological change in a way which Koditschek does not, traces the 
pattern of booms and slumps in Bradford's economic history, and meticulously 
reconstructs the urban growth of Bradford up to 1840. As with David James' book, this 
one is richly illustrated with many maps and photographs. Its main strength is its 
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soundness, clarity of argument and its contribution to debates about the origins and 
activities of entrepreneurs, even though the book dos not always directly engage such 
debates. Its main weakness is the lack of an index. 

All three books are important additions to our understanding of the forces which 
directed and shaped the contours of Bradford's history and since they all take different 
directions they complement each other with remarkable felicity. The study of the history 

of Bradford is still alive and kicking, even if there is a lot more to do. 

Keith Laybourn 

All Muck and Nettles: the Early Life of a Burler and Mender by Vera Smith 
(Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1990), £5.95 paperback; The Story 
Tellers by Joyce Eaglestone (Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1990), £4.95 
paperback; Tuppence for the Rainbow by Leslie Sands (Bradford Libraries and 

Information Service, 1990), £10.95 hardback. 

These three books, all published by Bradford Libraries and Information Service, are a 
testament to the vitality and historical interest of published reminiscences. Although 
seen from different perspectives the dominant theme running through them is working 
class life in Bradford between the wars. 

Vera Smith was born Vera Magson and her book details her life from her birth to her 
marriage at the start of the Second World War. Her early years were spent in Pudsey, but 
the family moved 10 Bradford in 1936. When Vera left school she went to work as a 
burler and mender in a number of mills until the war, when she went to work in 
munitions. 

The scope of Joyce Eaglestone's account is somewhat broader. It covers stories 
passed down through the family from reminiscences of her great grandfather about 
Patrick Bronte in Thornton down to her own recollections of her grandmother's death in 
1943. Her father was a dentist, first in Allerton, then in Girlington, and a significant part 
of the book is about her childhood in the inter-war years. 

Leslie Sands' will be well known 10 Bradfordians for his acting career and appear-
ances on television and film. This autobiography of his childhood years is dominated by 

the backdrop of Bradford in the 1930s. He was born in 1921, brought up in the Barkerend 
and Bradford Moor area of the city, and educated at Barkerend Infants School and 

Hanson School. The book terminates with his engagement by a professional theatre 
company after the war. 

All three books paint a graphic picture of working class life between the wars. The 
mill is one theme. It was Vera Smith's working life, Joyce Eaglestone's mother was a 

"halftimer" and Leslie Sands' ambitions to become a professional actor were driven by 
a determination to avoid a life in the dreaded mill. Poverty is another. The struggle to 
make ends meet, the scrounging from relatives, the trauma of coping with ill health and 
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fear of unemployment and the Labour Exchange. Yet despite this there is a warmth and 
joy of life that runs through these books. The pleasures of a family Christmas, the thrill 
of a trip to the cinema, the comfort provided by the chapel and excitement of some 
special treat to eat all feature in these books. 

The book by Leslie Sands stands out as one composed by somebody who has written 
for a living. The memories are beautifully observed and amusingly written making this 
book an entertaining read whether one is interested in local history or not. Although the 
other two books are, inevitably, rougher at the edges they are no less interesting as social 
documents for that. 

Ian Mason and David James 

The Victorian Houses of Bradford by George Sheeran (Bradford Libraries and 
Information Service, 1990), £6.95 paperback. 

George Sheeran will be well known to readers both as a contributor to previous issues of 
this journal and as an expert on architectural history. 

This excellent book charts the development of Bradford's working and middle class 
housing through three periods: the first half of the nineteenth century, from 1860 to 1880 
and the late nineteenth century. He describes the changes in fashion of middle class 
houses from classical to Italianate and gothic styles and the influence of the Arts and 
Crafts movement at the end of the century. He shows how the quality of working class 
housing improved in the middle of the century as it became subject to the strictly 
enforced bye-laws of the Borough Council. There is also an interesting chapter on the 
materials and methods of building with examples of various decorative features used 

through the period. 
The book is very well illustrated with photographs and sketches from building plans 

including the drawing of a new bathroom and toilet by a Mr W.C. Bogg! Two walks 
around Manningham and Great Horton, a list of Bradford architects and a detailed index 
are all provided. This book is essential reading for anybody interested in Bradford's 

architectural or social history. 

Ian Mason 

Bradford's Rock 'n' Roll - the Golden Years (1959-1965) by Derek A.J. Lister. 

(Bradford Libraries and Information Service, 1991), £9.95 paperback. 

The Fifties. The first era of the teenager and the cult of youth, of 3-D cinema, Elvis, 
James Dean, jukeboxes, and rock and roll, and ... swinging Bradford. Bradford is not the 
next association that immediately springs to mind but it is in this period and context that 
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the book is set, giving an insider's view of the exciting and vigorous period between 
1959 and 1965. Compiled from memory and recollections Derek Lister has put together 
a picture of "Bradford's Rock Scene", and it reveals a period when Bradford had a 
wealth of young musical talent. 

Like so many other teenagers of the time Derek Lister - then with the alias of "Dal 
Stevens" - was inspired by his musical heroes and formed two groups "Dal Stevens and 
the Blue Jays" and "The Four Dukes". We follow their progress as they struggled and 
improvised their way around the Bradford circuit. Changed circumstances led to 'Dal" 
becoming established as "Bradford's Number One D.J." at both the old Majestic and 
Gaumont Dance Halls. Beyond these personal episodes and far more interesting are the 

insights relating to the Majestic and the Gaumont which were the centrepoints of youth 
entertainment. 

Also recounted are various meetings with major and minor stars of the pop world, for 
example his experiences with Gene Vincent, Joe Brown, the Barron Knights - the list is 
endless - as well as with local Bradford groups. He briefly touches on the fashions of the 
time and local cafes and characters - all of which add interest and flavour to his account. 
The text is enhanced by many contemporary pictures and there is an informative 
appendix detailing the local groups of the early 1960s. I felt that the book may well have 

benefited from some input from other enthusiasts on the scene, and more use could have 
been made of general contemporary sources to further evoke this Golden Age. However, 
these are relatively minor defects of style and content and the book itself is a very 
interesting read. It will be a nostalgic trip down memory lane for old swingers who had 
their heyday in this period. For those from later generations it is an insight in to a 
vanished and exhilarating era. Certainly it is a slice of music history and a very valid 
social record. 

So, if you "remember when things were really humming" and "shakin' all over", 
"c'mon everybody", read Bradford's Rock 'n' Roll! 

Rebecca Beswick 

How City Won T'Cup. The Story of Bradford City's 1911 Cup Campaign Told by 

the Newspapers of the Day by Mick Dickinson (A City Gent Publication, 1992), £2.00 
paperback. 

Bradford City had been in existence only 7 seasons and in the First Division only 3 years 
when, in 1911, they won the "Association Cup", finished in their highest ever League 
position (5th) and recorded a ground attendance which has never subsequently been 
broken. 

Bradford progressed to the final by beating New Brompton (later Gillingham) (a) 0-I, 
Norwich (h) 2-I, Grimsby (h) 1-0, Burnley (h) 1-0 and Blackburn Rovers 3-0 in the 
semi-finals. Bradford had reached the final playing defensive football which had won 
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few admirers and were considered underdogs for the final against Newcastle. The final 
was a 0-0 draw and the game was described by the Daily Mirror headline as a 
"wretchedly poor display by both teams". The replay was a much more exciting game 
and Bradford won by the single goal scored by James Spiers. 

This account of Bradford's cup victory uses extracts from reports from the Yorkshire 
Observer and Bradford Daily Telegraph interspersed with commentary from the author. 
One of the most interesting sections is the Epilogue which contains notes on the 
subsequent careers of the players in the cup winning team. Unfortunately the 
reproduction of the photographs is poor but this does not distract from an interesting 
account. The book is available from City Gent do John Watmough, 46 Ainsty Road, 
Wetherby LS22 40S. 

Ian Mason 

Laugh? I nearly went to Bradford by Tom Clinton (Bradford Libraries and 
Information Services), £8.95 paperback 

Tom Clinton was the man who organised Bradford Bounces Back in the mid 1980s. This 
was a campaign to improve the image of the city which had received a terrible battering, 
not only from the decline of the textile industry, but also from several other unhappy 
events which had almost made the town into a bad joke. In 1984 the Council's own 
District Trends appeared to confirm the picture of a town in almost terminal decline. 

The campaign was enormously successful and at the end of two years the public and 
media view of the city had dramatically improved. Instead of a town with almost 
insurmountable problems, Bradford was seen as an important cultural, indeed multi 
cultural, centre with the National Photographic Museum, the renovated Alhambra, the 
redeveloped little Germany, and its own distinct Festival. 
Tom Clinton's short book details how the campaign came about, how its successes 

were achieved and how it lay the foundation for a whole series of image boosting events. 
The book is lavishly illustrated with black and white and colour photographs. It is 
contemporary history, but recounts events just as important for our city as those of the 
more distant past. 

David James 

60 



HONORARY OFFICERS 1992-93 

President: J. Roberts 
18 Duchy Crescent 

Bradford BD9 SJN 

Tel. Bradford 542154 

Deputy President: 
C.R. Wilson 

Treasurer: S. Varo 
28 Lawrence Drive 

Bradford BD7 4PF 

Tel. Bradford 572879 

Secretary: Mrs A.C. Holmes 

The Haven 

9 Keighley Road 

Cullingworth 

Bradford BD13 SJA 

Tel. Cullingworth (0535) 273265 

Membership Secretary: 

Mrs M. Mitchell 

79 Springroyd Terrace 

Bradford BD8 9SN 

Tel. Bradford 546282 

Excursions Co-ordinator: 

Mrs D.L. Griffiths 

31 Nab Wood Drive 

Shipley BDI8 4EL 

Tel. Bradford 581780 

Excursions Treasurer: 

Mrs A.M. Roberts 

18 Duchy Crescent 
Bradford BD9 5JN 

Tel. Bradford 542154 

Lectures Secretary: 

Miss S.H. Carpenter 

36 Glendale Drive 

Buttershaw 

Bradford BD6 2LS 

Tel. Bradford 676190 

Librarian: R. Wooller 

20 Chippendale Rise 

Bradford. BD8 ONB 

Tel. Bradford 543918 

Editor: I. Mason 

38 Kirkgate 

Shipley BD18 3EL 

Tel. Bradford 586142 

Projectionist: C.A. Lodge 

Auditor: M. Smithies, F.C.A. 

The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of Bradford and the surrounding district. 

Activities of the Society include: 

I. Lectures which are held fortnightly during the autumn and winter on Wednesdays in the 
Central Library, Princes Way, Bradford, beginning at 715pm. Occasional Saturday 

lectures at 215pm. 

2. Excursions during the spring and summer to places of historical and archaeological interest. 
3. The publication of the Bradford Antiquary. 

4. The maintenance of a library of local material, which is available for members' use. 

Annual subscriptions are due on 1 April. 

The subscription for 1992-93 is £7.00, which is reduced to £3.00 for Junior Members and 
£5.00 for those in the family of a full member. 

61 



Ryburn Publishing 

A selection of current 
and forthcoming titles 

ANGLO-GREEK RELATIONS 1945-1949 
Athanasios D. Slikas £25.00 Hardback 185331048 4 

BILLY BOY The story of a Lancashire weaver's son 
William Woodruff £9.95 Paperback 185331047 6  

BLACKBURN The development via Lancashire cotton town 
Derek Beattie £9.95 Illustrated Paperback 1 85331 021 2  

BRADFORD Town and City Histories Series 
David James £9.95 Illustrated Paperback 1 85331 005 0  

BRADFORD AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 1760-1040 
Gary Firth £17.50 Illustrated Hardback 1 85331 010 7  

BRASS CASTLES C19 West Yorks New Rich & their Houses 
George Sheeran £12.95 Illus. Paperback 1 85331 022 0  

CALOERDALE: ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY 
Beesley, Caveney et al £6.95 Illus Pb 1 85331 007 7  

CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY 
Ed. James, Jowitl & Layhouro £35 Hb 185331037 9  

DOMINIONS DIARY The Letters of E.J. Harding 1913-16 
Ed. Stephen Constantine £28 Illus Hb 1853310182  

THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION 
Martin Crick £19.95 Paperback 1 85331 041 7 

LANCASHIRE QUAKERS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 1660-1730 
Nicholas Morgan £25 Hardback 185331015  8 

LEEDS: THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 
Beesley & Sheeran £10.95 Illus Pb 1 85331 040 9 

MAPS AND VIEWS OF OLD HALIFAX FROM C18 AND C19 
Ed. Alan Befleridge & Derek Bridge £9.05 1 85331 014 X  

MECHANIZATION & MISERY The 1845 Woolcombers' Report 
Ed. J.A. Jowitt £6.95 Paperback 185331012 3 

PETER BROOK: THE PENNINE LANDSCAPE PAINTER 
£20 Illus Hb 185331035 2  £10 Illus Pb 185331034 4 

RELIGION AND THE RISE OF LABOUR 
Leonard Smith £16.95 Paperback 185331043 3 

SLAVE TRADE AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF C18 LANCASTER 
Melinda Elder £25 Illustrated Hardback 1 85331 030 1 

VICTORIAN BRADFORD THE LIVING PAST 
Photographs by Ian Beesley £5.95 Illus Pb 185331003 4  

VICTORIAN MANCHESTER AND SALFORD 
Beesley & de Figoeiredo £6.05 Illus Pb 1 85331 006 9  



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF EDWARD GIBBON 
Edited by A.O.J. Cockshut 

336 pages £28.00 Bonded Leather 1 85331 039 5 
234 x 156mm £10.85 Sewn Paperback 1 85331 027 1 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JOHN STUART MILL 
Edited by A.O.J. Cockshut 

272 pages 
234 a 156mm 

£28.00 Bonded Leather 1 85331 0263 
£23.00 Library Buckram 185331017 4 
£10.00 Sewn Paperback 1 85331 032 8 

DRED: A Tale of the Great Dismal Swamp 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Edited by Judie Newman 

752 pages 
1740115mm 

£25.00 Bonded Leather 185331025 5 
£12.50 Sewn Paperback 1 85331 038 7 

FATHER AND SON Edmund Gosse 
Edited by A.O.J. Cockshut 

224 pages £25.00 Bonded Leather 1 85331 044 1 
2340 156mm £10.00 Sewn Paperback 1 85331 049 2 

MARY BARTON Elizabeth Gaskell 
Edited by Angus Easson 

432 pages £28.00 Bonded Leather 1 85331 040 9 
234 a 156mm £25.00 Hardback 1 85331 020 4 

NEW GRUB STREET George Gissing 
Edited by John Halperin 

456 pages £20.00 Bonded Leather 
234 x 156mm £25.00 Hardback 

Autumn 1993 titles include: 

1 85331 041 7 
1 85331 024 7 

THE WHITEHOUSE EDITION OF JOHN RUSKIN 
General Eds: Michael Wheeler and James S Dearden 
PRAETERITA 1 85331 045 X Hb 185331050 6  Pb 
The Whitehouse Edition will comprise a Reader 
and six reprint volumes taking first editions as the 
textual basis. As with other Ryburn literature titles, 
they will be distinguished by scrupulous attention 
to the text, a critical introduction, explanatory 
notes and exceptional production values. 

Ryburn Publishing, Tentenfields, Halifax HX2 OEJ 
Tel: 0422 884907 Fax: 0422 884633 

Ryburn Publishing 

Ci�ybur�n) 
Please write or phone 
for our latest stocklist 

and order form 



TilE 
BRADFORD 
ANTIQUARY 

THIRD SERIES NUMBER 7 
1999 



BRADFORD HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

HONORARY OFFICERS 1999-2000 

President: 
Miss S.H.CARPENTER 
36 Glendale Drive 
Buttershaw 
Bradford BD6 2LS 
Tel. 01274 676190 

Deputy President: 
Mr J.ALLISON 
366 Idle Road 
Bradford BD2 2AW 
Tel. 01274 787533 

Secretary: 
Mrs A.C.HOLMES 
9 Keigbley Road 
Cullingworth 
Bradford BD 13 SJA 
Tel. 01535 273265 

Treasurer: 
Mr S.VARO 
28 Lawrence Drive 
Bradford BD7 4PF 
Tel. 01274 572879 

Membership Secretary: 
Mr J. ALLISON 
366 Idle Road 
Bradford BD2 2AW 
Tel. 01274 787533 

Librarian: 
Mr D. SHEPHERD 
18 Tyersal Crescent 
Bradford BD4 8HA 
Tel. 01274 663468 

Excursions Co-ordinator: 
Mrs K. BONSON 
J.A.K.Travel Services 
Unit 7, Young Street 
Industrial Estate, Isles St. 
BD8 9RE 
Tel. 01274 499088 

Editor: 
Bob DUCKETT 
Central Library 
Prince's Way 
Bradford BD  INN 
Tel. 01274 753683 

The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of Bradford and the 
surrounding district. Activities of the Society include lectures, excursions 
to places of historical interest, the publication of a journal The Bradford 
Antiquary, and the maintainance of a library of local material. Anyone 
wishing to join the Society may do so at any of its lectures or by 
contacting the Membership Secretary. 



Tt!fE 
RAOIOR1) 

ANTIQUARY 
I 
-I) 

The Journal of The Bradford 

Historical and Antiquarian Society 

THIRD SERIES NUMBER 7 
1999 



CONTENTS 

The Bradford Canal - the first promoters 

Bradford's New Archivist: 
an interview with Andrew George 

The Lost Villages of Baildon Moor 

James Warburton, Apothecary of Wibsey 
Notebook 1785-1788 

Reminiscence in Bradford 

Bradford History on the Net 

Copyright: The contributors, 1999 

John Allison 

Bob Duckett 

Joyce WPercy 

Christine Alvin 

Page 
3 

16 

19 

47 

Carol Greenwood 55 

Pete Walker 58 

The Bradford Antiquary is published annually by the Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society and edited by Bob Duckett, Reference Librarian, 
Central Library, Prince's Way, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD  INN. 

ISSN 0955 - 2553 

Editorial Note. After a break of seven years - the last issue of The 
Bradford Antiquary appeared in 1992 (Third Series, Number 6) - we 
welcome a resumption of service. Enquiries concerning purchasing issues 
and subscriptions should be addressed to the Treasurer; enquiries 
concerning membership of The Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society should be addressed to the Membership Secretary; and material 
and suggestions for future issues of The Bradford Antiquary should be 
addressed to the Editor. Addresses are to be found inside the front cover. 

In addition to the contributors, I would like to thank my colleague Mick 
Birdsall for his help in producing this issue. 

The picture on the cover is of Moorside, one of the 'lost villages' of 
Baildon Moor. From a photograph courtesy of Dorothy Burrows. 

2 



THE BRADFORD CANAL: THE FIRST PROMOTERS 
by John Allison 

On the 15th of January 1771 a meeting was held in Bradford It took place in the Sun 
Inn which stood at the bottom of Ivegate where the present Prudential Assurance 
Building (the red terra-cotta faced building between Ivegate and Sunbridge road) now 
stands. The Sun Inn was a well-known place where important decisions were taken 
regarding the future of Bradford and the surrounding area. At that time Bradford was a 
very small town, little larger than a village, and there were no public buildings; 
meetings were held in the town's public houses. A few years earlier the idea of 
building the great cross-country canal, the Leeds and Liverpool, was mooted in the 
Sun Inn but, this meeting in early 1771 was to forms company and gain promises of 
the necessary capital to build the Bradford Canal to run from the bottom of Church 
Bank to Windhill, which at that time was part of the township of Idle. 
Fourteen people agreed to the building of a navigable cutS or canal to join the Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal In time, through the Industrial Revolution, this would cause the 
transformation of the pretty, rural, eighteenth-century town of Bradford into the 
thriving, but smoky, grimy and over-crowded, worstedopolis of the nineteenth century. 
The first entry in the minute book of the Bradford Canal Company states (7). 

Bradford 15th January 1771 
Whereas an Act was obtained Last Session of Parliament for making and 
maintaining a Navigable Cutt or Canal from Leeds bridge in the County of 
York to the North Lady's Walk in Liverpool in the County Palitinate of 
Lancaster and from a place in the Township there to the river Mersey Now 
we whose names are hereunto put Do hereby agree to Advance and Pay into 
the hands of Mr. John Hustler of Bradford in the County of York Merchant 
and Mr. Thomas Crosley of the same place merchant the several sums golf 
opposite to our several and respective names Towards making and 
maintaining a navigable Curt or Canal from Bradford to Adjoin to and 
communicate with the said Cult or Canal from Leeds to Liverpool at of Idle 
in the County aforesaid under the Direction of a Committee to be appointed 
by the subscribers or the major part of them. 

Abut Balm for Miss Hodgson 
Ditto for himself 

John Field 
Josa Field 
Nam Jowelt 
John Hustler 
Tho llardcastle 
Wm Hardcastle 
Joshua Walker 
Ditto for Eliza Walker 
Jn & Wm, Atkinson 
CS.B.Sharp 
John Buck 

£ 1000 
£ 600 
£400 
£ 300 
£100 
£ 200 
£100 
£100 
£100 
£100 
£100 
£ 500 
£ 200 
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These people were the first to agree to provide money - £3,800 - to build the Bradford 
Canal. More money would be required, the Act said that £6,000 must be raised, or 
promised, before the work could begin, but who were these people who offered to 
provide capital at the first meeting? 

Miss (Mary) Hodgson was a relation of Abraham Balme who acted as her steward. 
The Jowett family were also business friends of hers. She owned land at Wilsden, 
and in 1791, twenty years after she put up the largest amount, £1,000, to construct the 
Bradford Canal, she leased land at Hewenden to William Nichols of Farsley and John 
Barker. They erected a worsted spinning mill in 1792 driven by water from the 
Harden Beck. This mill,, estimated at 10 horse-power, was probably the third power 
driven (using water or steam) mill in the area.(l) The first was built at Addingham 
in1778 and was water driven The second, at Tong Park, Baildon, was built in 1787 
and converted to steam in 1796, becoming the first steam-powered spinning mill in 
West Yorkshire(1). 

Abraham Balme was born in 1706, the eldest son of a Thornton yeoman fanner. 
There was a branch of the Balme family in the TyersallTong area, but originally they 
are believed to be of French Huguenot stock, well-known as weavers, who fled from 
persecution to England. Abraham farmed and leased his estates which increased as a 
result of his two marriages. He also bought land at Bowling and Oxenhope and 
benefited from the spate of common-land enclosures which took place in the 
Eighteenth century. As a result of enclosures he gained more than 70 acres at 
Oxenhope and 24 at Thornton. By 1760 he had a large estate at Bowling and from 
1753 to 1766 he was land steward to Thomas Pigot of Bowling Hall, Lord of the 
Manor of Bowling. During this period he began to exploit the minerals of the Bowling 
estate, organising the mining atone of Pigot's pits and leasing mines to others. He was 
also interested in improving the road communications in the area. He was a trustee in 
turnpike trusts including the Leeds to Halifax Turnpike which passed close to the 
Bowling mines. In 1753 there was a reaction against turnpikes, the "Rebecca Riots" 
so called because the rioters dressed as women in an attempt to hide their identities. In 
June of 1753 mobs destroyed toll-houses and turnpike property at Bradford Moor, 
Apperley Bridge, Tyersal Moor End, Newall Hall, Wibsey Bank Foot and Bradford - 

"At last, they beset Mr Balme's house, and behaved in a very irregular and unseemly 
manner" (4). Abraham Balme had interests in the limestone and coal trade in Craven. 
He was a partner in the limekiln company at Northbrook, near to the Bradford Canal 
basin. 
Balme acted as trustee for his distant relation Mary Hodgson. He was her scrivener 
(an early type of banker) and cashed and changed bills of exchange on his own behalf. 
Leach, Pollard and Hardcastle, the first bank established in Bradford, was used for 
some banking and credit transactions but his main central bank was Smith, Payne and 
Smith of London. He stopped his money-lending business and banking activities in 
1780. This was well-timed as the recession caused by the American War of 
Independence resulted in the bankruptcy in 1781 of the Leach, Pollard and Hardcastle 
bank (16). Balme was closely involved in the building of the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal and acted for both that and the Bradford Canal as land buyer and valuer. He 
served on the first committee of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal Company and his 
descendant, Wheatley Balme, was still on the committee at the beginning of the 
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Twentieth century. 
Abraham Balme died in 1796 aged 90. He is commemorated in Bradford Cathedral by 
a white marble tablet carved by John Flaxman R.A. which shows an old man reading 
from a book to a youth and a maiden under the title Instruct the Ignorant. Baline 
Street, between Canal Road and Bolton Road, near Forster Square, which crosses the 
old route of the canal, was named after him. Abraham lived in a house he built at the 
bottom of Bolton Road, overlooking the canal basin, which is now the Ring of Bells 

public house. 

John Field lived at Heaton Hall, believed to have been built in 1660. It was 
demolished in 1939 and was on a site which is now occupied by St. Bede's School. 
(15). He came from an old Heaton family and owned much land. He was born in 1701 
and came into the estate on the death of his uncle Joseph in 1733. He manned, Mary, 
the youngest daughter of Joshua Eamondson of Seacroft. John was involved with 
Abraham Balme, John Hustler and Thomas Hardcastle in the ToIler Lane, Haworth 
and Blue Bell turnpike trust. This ran from Heaton to the Blue Bell Inn at Two Laws 
near Colne. John Field had an only son, Joshua - the next name on the Canal 
Company's first minutes - who succeeded him when he died in 1772. 

Joshua Field was born in 17-,2. He married, at Scarborough in 1774, Mary the 
youngest daughter but eventually the sole heiress of Randal Wilmer of Helmsley of 
the ancient family of Thwenge. Joshua died in 1819 leaving five children (4). 
Joshua's eldest son, John Wilmer Field BA., born in 1775, was a magistrate and had 
served in the Royal Horse Guards, Blue Regiment. He married twice, firstly in 1812, 
to Anne the daughter of Robert Wharton Middleton of Grinldepark in Cleveland who 
bore him two daughters, Mary and Delia. His second wife was Isabella Helena Salter 
daughter of a Royal Navy Captain. They had no children. 
In 1836 Delia Field married the Honourable Arthur Duncombe of the Feversham 
family who later became an admiral. 

Nathan Jowett also lived where a Bradford school is now located. He lived at 
Clockhouse in Manning.ham part of whose grounds is now the site of Bradford 
Grammar School. Nathan was the son of another Nathan and Mary Booth who 
married in 1731. Our Nathan married his cousin Mary Jowett of Knaresborough in 
1760 and inherited Clockhouse in 1774 from his uncle Samuel who had bought the 
property for £1,420 in 1743 when he was described as "of Eccleshill, gentleman". 
Nathan was an enclosure commissioner and acted during the enclosures of Idle, 
Thwaites (Keighley), and Riddlesden. He built up large land holdings which he left to 
his son, also Nathan!, who was a barrister. The estate passed through female 
descendants to George Baron of Leeds, who was a wealthy landowner in his own 
right. George Baron's heir was unmarried and when he died the estate was willed to 
the descendants of the siblings of the Samuel Jowett who originally bought 
Clockhouse. This large estate consisting of 145 farms and £8,000 per year income 
was inherited by a descendant of our Nathan's aunt, Susanna, who had married a John 
Atkinson in1725. The man who inherited this huge estate was also called Nathan, but, 
of course, his surname was Atkinson. He was a fanner and milkman living in Bolton 
(Bradford) and after he inherited he added Jowett to his surname. Nathan Atkinson-
JoweB's right to the property was disputed by a member of the Jowett family in Idle 
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in Balme Street, built and lived in a house which is now 
The Ring'o'Bells public house. Photo by Bob Duckett 
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who at least had the surname of Jowett. This was Joseph Jowett, known as "Doze". 
The Clockhouse case, as it was known, involved Doze borrowing money from friends 
to contest the will. He offered large interest and many people lent him money, some 
their life-savings. The case lasted for six years but Doze lost and his backers never 
saw their money again. 
The Atkinson-Jowett family owned vast areas of land in Bradford as well as mother 
parts of Yorkshire. They lived at Clockhouse and continued to develop their estates 
and bought land in Eccleshill, Bolton and Idle amongst other places. The land used for 
Swaine House Estate was bought by the Corporation for housing purposes from the 
Akinson-Jowetts. Nathan's son, James, built Grove House in 1860 which was reached 
by a carriage drive from Bolton Road. This is the site which was used to build another 
school - Grove House First School off Myers Lane. 
Clockhouse still stands in the present grounds of Bradford Grammar School. 

John Hustler was probably the one man whose influence changed Bradford from a 
village to a large city. A city which was to become the world centre of the wool textile 
industry. He was born in 1715. His parents were the Quakers William and Jane Jowett 
(a relation of Nathan Jowett, the previous signatory) of Apple Tree Farm, Low Fold, 
Bolton His father was a wool merchant an well as a fanner and John served an 
apprenticeship an a woolsorter and stapler . The family business flourished during the 
1740's and John must have built-up his contacts as he represented the local merchants 
in the marked-wool controversy in 1751. As a result of the Worsted Acts he helped 
found the Yorkshire Worsted Committee, becoming its first chairman. This organised 
a system of inspection and supervision to prevent malpractices, fraud and 
embezzlement. With the putting-out system it was fairly easy for short measures at 
each stage in the manufacturing process to amount to large losses for the merchants. 
The committee tried to prevent the export of raw wool and was also an early 
manufacturers' association opposed to textile workers setting up trade unions. The 
wool merchants wanted the freest conditions to allow the industry to grow and 
flourish. The committee subsidised inventors of new machinery and officially thanked 
John for his services in 1778 (1). 
Hustler proposed the building of the Bradford Piece Hall which he and a group of 
merchants built in Kirkgate opposite the bottom of Piccadilly . He was a prime-mover 
in opening out Bradford centre and suggested the building of New (now Market) 
Street. John was involved in turnpikes with Balme and Field. 
When John Stanhope died in 1770 Hustler took over the role of leading promoter of 
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, writing a pamphlet A Summary View of the Proposed 
Canal to maintain the interest of potential backers. He was instrumental with Balme 
in buying land for the Leeds and Liverpool and Bradford Canals. He owned local 
collieries and invested in collieries at Orrel and Upholland near Wigan which were to 
prosper through access to the Liverpool coal market opened up by the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal (1). He supplied coal from his local pits to the Northbrook limekilns. 
John Hustler lived at Bolton Hall, part of whose grounds became Peel Park (14). He 
built Undercliffe House, which stood where the grounds of the present Carlton-Bolling 
School are. The house was probably built just before he married, in 1763, Christiana, 
also a Quaker, the daughter of William Hird of Apperley. He formed a wool stapling 
partnership with Edmund Peckover who had a later partnership, Peckover, Harris and 
Company, which became Bradford Old Bank. He had other connections with banking 
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through his Quaker contacts in Norwich. His second son, also John (born January 31st 
1771), married, firstly, Elizabeth the sister of the Quaker Edward Pease of Darlington, 
secondly, Mary the daughter of Daniel Mildred who was a Quaker banker in London 
and this son was involved in the Peckover, Harris and Co. bank. Another of John's 
sons was a leading botanist and noted farmer in his day. It is said that he was the first 
person to use bone-meal as a fertiliser. 
John Hustler took in virtually all the Eighteenth century changes which resulted in the 
leap-forward we call the Industrial Revolution. He was a religious revolutionary, 
being a Quaker; his involvement in lime assisted the agricultural revolution; he was 
instrumental in the revolution in transport, both road, through turnpike development, 
and water, playing key roles in both the Leeds and Liverpool and Bradford Canal 
projects. He was in at the beginning of banking and his activities in coal-mining, lime 
production and wool merchanting made him a leading industrial pioneer. He was 
perhaps too old and too late to take an interest in the engineering developments in the 
area but he paved the way for Messrs. Preston, Hird, Jarret, Hardy, Dawson, Leah, 
Paley and others to make huge successes of the Low Moor and Bowling Ironworks. 
As Gary Firth says in Bradford and the Industrial Revolution, "Hustler, in the period 
1766 to 1782 had provided for the Bradford manufacturer and merchant, an 
institutional framework within which the progress of the worsted trade was developed 
and co-ordinated by its numerous entrepreneurs." (I). He died in 1790 and is buried in 
the Friends' Burial Ground in Barkerend (14). He is remembered in Hustlergate in the 
City centre and Hustler Street off Undereliffe Old Road: 

Thomas Hardcastle is more elusive and it is harder to discover much about him. A 
reference in the Jowett papers dated 27th November 1773 states a Thomas Hardcastle 
was "of Bradford, salter" (7). Horace Hird in Bradford Remembrancer says that he 
was involved in 1755 in the Blue Bell turnpike trust with Balme, Hustler, Field and 
others (2) and Firth states that a Thomas Hardcastle was active in the Worsted 
Consinittee in Bradford and Horton, and also describes Thomas as a banker when in 
1769 he was appointed one of the treasurers of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
Company (I). Maybe he was the brother of the next signatory. 

William Hardcastle was a partner in the first Bradford bank of Leach, Pollard and 
Hardcastle which used part of Hsrdcastle's warehouse in Well Street. It appears that 
William was also a wool merchant. He was married to Pollard's sister and Pollard is 
also described as a woolstapler. William is described in the Jowett papers as "of 
Bradford bankers" (7). A William Hardcastle is described by Firth as a coal merchant 
(in other words a coal-mine owner) and a shareholder in the Bradford Limekiln 
Company (I). The Leach, Pollard and Hardcastle bank appears to have been in 
existence in 1760 but it failed in1781. 

Joshua Walker was born in 1746 in one of a pair of "respectable dwellings" known 
as Sundial House and Prospect House in Wakefield Road. Sundial House** belonged 
to Joshua's father, also called Joshua, a Quaker apothecary. Joshua senior had bought 
land ml 741 to build Upper House which was on a site near to where the old Bowling 
Police Station stands. 
Joshua junior was educated at the Grammar School and then trained in medicine with 
the Quaker David Hall at Skipton. Afterwards he continued his studies in Edinburgh 
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to gain his M.D. Dr Walker began his medical practice in Hull, but moved to Leeds 
where he served for twenty-five years at Leeds Infirmary. In 1784 he wrote a paper 
On the Mineral Waters of Harrogate and Thorpearch and it was said that he had "a 
natural talent for poetry and a taste for polite literature" (13). He inherited his father's 
estate, except for Upper House which was given to his sister Elizabeth. Doctor 
Walker married Mary, only daughter of John Arthington who was a Leeds brewer. 
They had two daughters. Of his first daughter's children, two sons became M.P.s for 
Wakefield and Huddersfield respectively. A daughter, Margaret, married the Right 
Honourable John Bright, M.P. for Central Birmingham and another daughter married 
Samuel Gurney Barclay, banker, of London. 
Doctor Walker died in 1817. 

Elizabeth Walker was Doctor Joshua Walker's Sister. She married John Robinson of 
Semerdale House near Askrigg. Her only son, John, married and lived for some time 
at Eccleshill Hall but died at Semerdale House. He had several sons and daughters, 
one of whom married Greenwood Bentley, jun., of Bradford, who was a solicitor (13). 

Jn. & Wm. Atkinson were the father and son better known as Johnson Atkinson 
Busfield and William Atkinson Busfield. Johnson married Elizabeth Busfield and 
added Busfield to his surname in 1772 when his wife inherited her uncle Thomas's 
estate. 
Johnson bought land in Bingley in1767 and in1772 built Myrtle Grove which became 
the Bingley Town Hall behind the Bradford and Bingley Building Society head office. 
Because of debts he sold Myrtle Grove in 1805 to General Twiss, a veteran of the 
American War of Independence. Johnson was a trustee, with Joshua Field, of the 
Bradford to Keighley turnpike. In 1819 they completed a new section of the turnpike 
road from Cottingley Bar (named after the toll-booth which was moved there from 
Cottingley Bridge in 1823) to Shipley and Bradford. The old road going to Bradford 
from Cottingley over the hill to Haworth Road was still retained. 
Johnson was a member of a group which owned Castlefield Mill in Bingley. He paid 
for the restoration of Bingley Church and gave the bells, but he also played host to 
John Wesley who stayed at Myrtle Grove which he described as a "little paradise". 
After the disturbances in Lancashire over the use of water-powered machinery he tried 
to forms company of volunteers but the government refused his offer. Later when the 
Bradford Volunteers (known as Ready and Steady from the motto on their buttons) 
were formed in 1794 J.A.Busfleld became their Lieutenant Colonel. 
Johnson died in 1817 and his son, William, in 1851 

C. S. B. Sharp was born plain Charles Booth the son of the Reverend Charles Booth. 
His mother was the daughter of Mr William Swaine of Bradford. Charles Booth was a 
barrister-at-law. His aunt, Miss Swaine, who lived in a "good house standing at one 
time in Hall Ings" (6), died in 1759 and left her fortune to Charles and he changed his 
name to Charles Swaine Booth. In 1769 Charles married Hannah Gilpin who had 
added Sharp to her own name two years earlier when she had inherited Abraham 
Sharp's estate. Abraham Sharp was a mathematician and scientist and he lived and 
worked at Horton Old Hall which existed until the 1960's when it was demolished to 
make way for the car-park serving St. Luke's Hospital. Abraham's estate passed to his 
niece who had married Robert Stansfield of Esholt. Their daughter, Faith, married 
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Richard Gilpin Sawrey in 1722. Mrs Sawrey died in 1767 without children and left 
her estate to Hannah Gilpin who was the daughter of William Gilpin of Whitehaven 
and was probably related to Mrs Sawrey's husband. Hannah had lived with Mrs 
Sawrey. When Charles married Hannah he added the name Sharp to his own, and they 
came to live in Horton Old Hall. In its time it had been home to John Sharp, sometime 
private secretary to General Thomas Fairfax (Black Tom) the designer of The New 
Model Army. John Sharp was the employer of Joseph Lister who wrote the first-hand 
account of the Civil War in Bradford in his Autobiography ofJoseph Lister. John was 
awarded the Fairfax medal by Parliament for his services at that time. John's son, 
Abraham Sharp, friend of Flamsteed the astronomer and Sir Isaac Newton, carried out 
many experiments at the Old Hall, a tower being equipped as an observatory. Oliver 
Heywood, the preacher, stayed and held services there and there is a story that Oliver 
Cromwell stayed at the Old Hall. 
C. S. B. Sharp owned land in Hall Ings which was used when Market Street was built. 
This opened out this area of Bradford and Mr Sharp's land was sold but his names 
were commemorated in Charles Street, Swaine Street, where the town's first police 
and fire stations were located and where the first Town Council meetings were held, 
and Booth Street. Only Charles Street, bisecting Broadway, now remains. 
A misprinted comma in the middle of Sharp's name in the first Bradford Canal Act of 
Parliament has caused many researchers to conclude, incorrectly, that there was one 
more original proprietors (Twenty-eight not twenty-seven). The Act prints Sharp's 
name as: .—Charles Swain, Booth Sharpe_. . 

Charles Swathe Booth Sharp died in 1805 and his widow in 1823. 

John Buck was another prosperous woolstapler or wool merchant, although James 
mentions a list of gentry about 1719, who seem to have been subscribers to a map of 
Yorkshire, which gives the name of" Mr John Buck, attorney" (4). He was the son of 
Joseph Buck from Allerton-cum-Wilsden. It was an old established family who had 
Buck Mill on the Aire and Buck Woods at Thackley having leased it from Sir Ingram 
Clifford of Skipton Castle in 1597 (14). In 1759 John married Jenny Dawson, the 
daughter of a Leeds merchant, and a year later their only child was born. She was 
called Sarah but was known in the family as Sally and she was only six when her 
mother died (18). John's business must have been very successful because he was able 
to have an expensive house built. He took up occupation of Town Hill House in 1770 
just a few months before he agreed to back the Bradford Canal. His house was 
designed in the classical mariner by James Paine and was near the toll-booth at the 
bottom Wakefield Road near the old street called Goodmansend Abraham Balme 
supplied building materials to build Town Hill House. Sundial House was next door. 
This area was used in the nineteenth century for the site of the yards of the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway's Exchange Station. 
John Buck accompanied Hustler and Balme to Liverpool to a joint meeting of the 
Bradford and Liverpool committees of the proposed Leeds and Liverpool Canal in 
August of 1768 (1). 
Sarah Buck was educated at Crofton Old Hall, near Wakefield, which was run by the 
Reverend David Traviss and his wife, Margaret. Sarah's schooling may have helped 
introduce her father to his second wife, for on 27th February 1777 John married 
Caroline Traviss, a daughter of the school's owners. She was in her late twenties 
while her husband was around fifty. In December 1777 Caroline gave birth to a still-
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born daughter but she later bore a son, John William, who became an attorney. 
Caroline was widowed in 1780, but two years later she remarried. Her second 
husband was John's old business partner Francis Duffield. The name of the house was 
changed to Duffield House. 
Nothing now remains of Town Hill House and the estate of John Buck except Buck 
Street off Leeds Road which must have been built on land which he had at one time 
owned. That was, perhaps, where he shot the woodcock and partridge which he sent 
to Sarah at school in 1773. There is a memorial to Francis Duffield in Bradford 
Cathedral. 

Thomas Crosley, mentioned in the first Bradford Canal minutes as one of the two 
treasurers, lived at Stott Hill house near the bottom of the present Bolton Road. He 
obtained a section in the original Act of Parliament which obliged the Proprietors of 
the Bradford Canal not "to erect any Limekiln on the East Side of the canal nearer a 
dwelling house, the inheritance of Benjamen Bartlett Esq., called Stotthill, now in the 
possession of Thomas Crosley. A Thomas Crosley , a stuff manufacturer, is also given 
as a member of the eight-man committee set up to oversee the operation of the 
Bradford Banking Company when it was founded in 1827 (2). A Crosley's Yard 
existed in Kirkgate in 1837 when a Thomas Crosley was listed as living in Fountain 
Street, "gent" (19). 

These original shareholders belong to one or more of three categories: land-owners, 
businessmen, and members of professions. Some are in two categories, such as 
Abraham Balme (landowner and businessman) or C. S. B. Sharpe who was a 
landowner and professional (banister). If John Buck was an attorney then he could be 
said to belong to all three categories. None belong to the working class and none are 
in the aristocracy, although Joshua Field's grand-daughter certainly married an 
aristocrat. They were middle-class and at least well-off if not wealthy. 
William Blackstone (1723-1780), an academic, M.P., and judge, probably best 
portrays them when he coined a phrase to describe the central characteristics of mid-
eighteenth century England. He called them" a polite and commercial people" (17) 
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John Allison has lived all his life in Bradford After leaving Carlton Grammar School 
he qualified as a work study engineer. He worked in a variety of industries andfor 
Bradford Council until retiring in 1994. His interest in local history (being vice 
president and membership secretary of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society) and in the English canal system (he is part owner of "URSULA  60' 
narrow boat) naturally lead him to research the history of the Bradford Canal. 

One of the Bradford streets which is named after John Hustler. 
Photo by Bob Duckett 
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BRADFORD'S NEW ARCHIVIST 
Bob Duckett interviews Andrew George 

Easter 1999: Andrew George arrives in Bradford to be Bradford's 
archivist - a post vacated on the departure of Ian Mason who took up a 
post in Beverley. Andrew comes to us from York via Trinity College 
(Cambridge), a post-graduate course in Archives at Liverpool, and posts 
in Kingston-upon-Thames, East Sussex CC (Lewes), Derbyshire C.C. 
(Matlock) and Southampton City Council, where he had been since 1990. 

First impressions, how do archives in Bradford differ from other 
places? 

Parts of the collection are quite different. There are some large textile 
collections which take a bit getting used to, though less medievel material. 
Many things are much the same wherever you go - council documentation, 
family papers and so on. Likewise the problems of managing collections, 
though sample books are new to me! The overall political management of 
the Archive Service is also something that will take a little getting used to. 
Bradford is less parochial than I thought it would be. This is no inward-
looking mill town resentful of its lost prosperity, it is a remarkably lively 
outward-looking place. The rich mix of populations must help. The need to 
collect archives from these communities will be a challenge - one that our 
lottery-funded Cosmos project is designed to address. 

Any surprises - nice or nasty? 
I do miss not having Ordnance Survey maps here, but finding out who 

has what, and where, is all part of familiarisation. Most of the surprises are 
pleasant ones though. I was relieved not to find mountains of unlisted 
archives. I know there is still a lot of work to do, but staff do have a pretty 
good idea of what is in the collections. I'm fortunate to inherit some very 
knowledgible and long-serving staff, some of whom were in at the 
beginning of Bradford's archive service back in 1974. This is a huge bonus 
and means I start from a position of strength. That was a nice surprise? 
Though having moved between different archive services I know how 
important it is not to rely on people's personal knowledge and to get 
information recorded and catalogued. Maybe it is the strength of the 
ignorant outsider to realize what is taken for granted and what the 
newcomer needs to know. A fresh look if you like. 

Some places operate an integrated archives/local history/museums 
type service. What are your views on this? 
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There are obvious advantages in bringing things together under one 
roof, but its not all straightforward. In archives we tend to operate more of 
a one-to-one service with our users. We need to inquire quite closely into 
their needs and ask the right questions since most material is in stores, 
more so, I suspect, than in libraries. Likewise the nature of the material is 
very different, it is unique, and often requires specialist handling. We also 
need to be on hand to help, while constant supervision of the use of the 
material is needed. It is not easy for us to cope with large numbers of users 
at once, something that libraries and museums do well. And now that more 
material and information is becoming available in microform and 
electronically, the need to go to a specific place is becoming less 

necessary. 

Ah! Computers! Where are archives in the world of virtual reality? 
You've made a good start in West Yorkshire. We have printed guides 

to our collections and many of our indexes are networked electronically. 
And there is now the Heritage Lottery- funded Archive Listing Access 
Project. This is a plan to improve public access to information about our 
collections. One aspect of this is Input many of our indexes on the 
Internet, and to follow this up by providing detailed entries of selected 
collections of regional importance. The collected manuscripts of the 
Bradford Deed Boxes is our particular local archive to feature. We have 
also put in a bid with the Arts, Museums and Library service for Image 
Bank for photographs. Obviously people will still need to visit us for a 
long time yet, but the more information we can make available on Internet, 
the more people can prepare in advance and some people may be able to 
get what they need 'On the Net' without coming here at all. 

Yes, I was going to ask about your opening hours. Do you still require 
advance notice of visits? 

Yes. I'm not saying we will refuse people without an appointment, but 
it does enable us to make the best use of our limited staff resources, and to 
give a better service to the user when they come. 

Do you have any particular interests within archives? 
Not particularly. I regard myself pretty much as a generalist. I'm aware that 
one of my predecessors here, David James, contributed greatly to local 
history in his books and articles, but I expect it will take a while before I 
determine what direction, if any, my particular contribution will be. I will 
certainly be out and about giving talks ... and talking' and listening'! 

What plans do you have? 
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Well, my wife, also an archivist, has got ajob here, so that's one priority 
achieved. The next is to find a house. Looking around the area I'm pleased 
so see so many cricket grounds. My wife thought I might have to give up 
cricket but I think she may be disappointed on that score! On the work 
side, having worked under seven bosses, all with their different styles, I'm 
determined not to be too autocratic; I want staff to use their initiative. I've 
already visited the Central Library, the University and Bradford College, 
and I plan to visit many more people and places. And then there are plans 
to change the overall way that the West Yorkshire Archive Service is run. 
Nothing definite yet but I imagine I will be busy briefing councillors and 
others about what we are about and what we need. 

Any particular problems? 
Well we are not quite full up yet, but yes, car parking! Most users come by 
car and parking is a problem. A site off the motorway has been suggested, 
but one can get too far away from other amenities. We do, after all, have 
good rail links and even several trains direct from London that terminate 
barely two hundred yards away. We are looking at whether to change our 
late opening day to fall in line with the other local offices - no decision yet 
though. What do you think? 

No views, but is there anything you want from us? 
To use archives and make our work worthwhile! Seriously, I want to make 
it known that we are here, not just as a repository, but we are here to give 
advice. Advice on storing archives of course, but more than that, advice on 
how to organise records and even what to throw away! In this way, not 
only do we pass on our expertise, but we learn what there is 'out there'. 

June 1999 

Bob Duckett is Bradford's Reference Librarian and Editor of'The 
Bradford Antiquary'. 

NOTE. The hours of opening at the Bradford Archives Office are 
currently (1999): 
Monday -'Thursday 9.30- 1.00,2.00-5.00, staying open till 800 on 
alternative Thursdays. Closed on Fridays. 

From the New Year (2000), the revised opening hours are likely to be: 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9.30- 1.00,2.00-5.00 
Thursday 9.30- 1.00,2.00-8.00 Closed on Wednesdays 
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THE LOST VILLAGES OF BAILDON MOOR 
by Joyce W Percy 

TO THE NORTH OF BAILDON MOOR, where the steep ground and 
rough moorland vegetation merge into gentler green fields, lay the tiny villages 
of Moorside and Low Hill (Figure 1). There is no evidence to suggest when the 
first settlements occured there, but land near Faweather Grange, about 3/4 mile 
beyond Low Hill, belonged to Rievaulx Abbey and there are a number of stone-
flagged packhorse tracks nearby. A map of the Baildon commons by Robert 
Saxton in 1610 shows enclosures extending north and west from the site of 
Moorside and it is clear from a map of the enclosures of the moor farms 
belonging to Francis Thompson, the Lord of the Manor, in 1737 that there were 
farms on the side of the moor in the eighteenth century. However, no such 
farms were shown at Moorside or Low Hill. The Tithe Award of 1845 lists both 
arable and grass fields adjacent to Moorside. The village of Moorside lies 
immediately under the steep, quarried outcrop known as the Eaves, about 3/4 
mile from Baildon. The 23 cottages were originally known as The Row, a name 
which aptly describes their lay-out along the lower side of a narrow paved lane, 
with the moor rising steeply on the other side. At Low Hill, next to the 
Hawksworth road and about one mile from Baildon, there were fifteen cottages 
clustered together, as were the thirteèn at Sconce, another hamlet about 1/2 mile 
beyond Low Hill.(l). 

The villages were all built on or near the spring-line. There were three 
springs at Moorside of which one in particular, known as Mary Peel's well; 
provided excellent drinking water. Low Hill and Sconce obtained water from 
Crag Well, later known as Joe's Well, situated between the two. Water was 
piped to Low Hill from the stream flowing from the well. In this respect, the 
moor villages were much better served than Baildon itself. The water, flowing 
from sandstone, was soft and pure, while the springs in Baildon, though 
numerous, were hard and some were polluted by drainage and unfit for use. 
Many Baildoners from the top of the village used to fetch water for drinking 
from the moor villages, while others bought water fetched by cart 
from the Acre Well higher up on the moor. 

Immediately behind the houses of Moorside are the Low Eaves, quarried 
for sandstone, with a further quarry at High Eaves in the direction of Low Hill. 
With good building stone so accessible, all the cottages, like most others in the 
district were built entirely of stone, with stone-flagged floors, stone roofs, stone 
sinks and even stone stairs. The present church at Baildon was also built of 
stone quarried at the Eaves in 1847. A crane at Low Eaves Delph is shown on 
the 1893 Ordnance Survey map but the quarry was disused by 1934. Upright 
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stones with holes once supporting handrails to guide the quarrymen can still be 
seen on the steep track above Moorside. 

Coal is known to have been dug in the Baildon area as early as 1387, 
when John Vavasour, the Lord of the Manor, complained that several people 
had dug coal on the moor to the value of 100 shillings. Coal pits on the edge of 
the moor west of Low Hill are shown on Saxton's map of 1610, with a 
'colepithowse' on or near the site of the village. Coal was extracted by various 
methods, open workings, day holes, which were horizontal shafts into rising 
ground, bell pits and from deep mines. Bell pits were sunk where the coal was 
not far below the surface. When the coal was reached the shaft was broadened 
out, so forming the shape of a bell. On both the 1737 map of the enclosures and 
the 1845 tithe map land across the Hawksworth road from Low Hill is named 
Colepit Close. The workings here, together with those dotted along the edge of 
the hill towards and beyond Sconce, below Acrehowe Hill and all over the 
lower slopes of Baildon Moor were all described as old coal pits on the 1852 
Ordnance Survey map. The hollows left by these workings are vivid reminders 
of the extent of the mining. Although the coal dug from shallow pits was used 
for household fires it was not of good quality. The main use for coal from the 
18" thick seam worked from shafts on the higher parts of the moor in the 
nineteenth century was in the newly installed steam engines in the mills, 
particularly at Baildon and Eldwick, though it was carted as far as Burley and 
Otley. Lobley Gate Pit, the last of the three, closed down in the late nineteenth 
century. Flooding made it unworkable and when the railway to Ilkley opened 
in 1876 better coal could be delivered more cheaply to Burley and Otley. In 
supporting the purchase of Baildon Moor by Bradford Corporation in 1899, 
William Booth Woodhead, civil engineer and surveyor, stated that coal had 
been worked there until the last fifteen or twenty years but he believed there 
was no coal left of commercial value. 

It is widely believed that the cottages at Low Hill, Sconce and Moorside 
were built for miners in the eighteenth century. When the outcrops along the 
northern edge of the moor were being worked extensively the villages, with 
their good water supplies and building stone, were clearly very suitable sites. 
It seems probable that there were already farms or small holdings there and the 
earliest references to Moorside date from the mid-eighteenth century, though it 
must be remembered that Moorside village was commonly called Row and the 
term Moorside was also used for the area.. Two members of the Baildon 
Methodist Society lived there in 1763. Jenny Milner, born in 1742 (and after 
whom Jenny Lane in Baildon is named) lived in Moorside for a time after her 
wedding, and William Newall, a clogger, died there in 1779. In 1807, Joshua 
Briggs who had previously opened a Sunday school at Eldwick, moved to 
Moorside, where he again had a school before moving to Tong Park and then to 
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Figure 1. Baildon Moor (outlined) with Low Hill and Moorside on the 
northern edge. The numerous coal pits are shown. Ordnance Survey 1909 
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Figure 2. Moorcroft, the smaller of the two farms at Moorside. 

Photo courtesy of Arthur Edwick 
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Baildon village. A descendant of the Thomas Atkinson who built two cottages 
at Low Hill in the late 1830's used to hear from his grandfather and great uncle 
that Low Hill was built for miners.(2) The Land Tax records for 1781 include 
an entry for the late Mr Meyer, Esq. the Lord of the Manor, for coal mines in 
Baildon and it is tempting to think that the cottages were built for the mine 
workers on the edge of the common land. However, when the census was taken 
in 1841, the first to give such information, there were only two miners in Low 
Hill and three inMoorside. 

The building style of the cottages was typical of workers' housing in the 
area in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, but the earlier ones 
cannot be accurately dated. The smaller of the two Moorside farms at the west 
end of the village, may have been the earliest. It was inherited by John Walker 
on the death of John Walker of Hope Hill, Baildon, sometime between 1807 
and 1809. The farmhouse and five closes, then in the occupation of Thomas 
Walker, together with two cottages, one used as an outhouse, and gardens were 
conveyed to Michael Walker of Baildon, farmer in 1838 (Figure 2). The total 
acreage was 6a 3r 9p..By a separate deed of the same date, Thomas Walker 
bought the four cottages adjoining the farm and erected by John Walker, 
deceased, 'many years ago', on vacant ground inherited by him, and therefore 
prior to 1809. In 1890 when the farm was sold to the Denby family of Tong 
Park, manufacturers, it was referred to as Moorside Farm, although in more 
recent times the other farm was known by that name.It was sold again in 1920, 
together with the adjacent cottage, farm buildings, stable, poultry house, croft 
and garden, then known as 4 and 5 Moorside (Figures 3 and 4). 

Three other cottages at Moorside (numbers 9.10 and 11) presumably 
dating from the eighteenth century were sold by John Silson of Baildon, cloth 
maker, to John Naylor of Hawksworth, butcher. In 1855 they were described as 
'anciently erected' and the northernmost one was untenantable. Adjoining them 
were now six further cottages and a shop erected by the late John Naylor on 
part of the ground belonging to the three ancient cottages. All nine, together 
with two more, and 'old' cottage, once Richard Mawson's outbuilding, coal 
houses and gardens all on the opposite side of the road, and 'situated and 
adjoining upon Baildon Moor' were sold by William Midgley, coal owner (who 
worked the three mines on Baildon Moor) to Joseph Copley of Baildon in 1878. 
He also purchased the adjoining house, known as Mawson House, and the shop 
and garden formerly occupied by Richard Mawson, a plasterer who lived there 
for many years (Figures 5 and 6). 

Four other cottages with gardens, waste ground and work premises also 
said to be at Moorside, but almost certainly at Low Hill, were sold in 1803 to 
Stephen Atkinson, carpenter, by Faithy Hill and Thomas Hill. The Court Rolls 
for 1806 confirm that since the last court held in 1799, Stephen Atkinson had 
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Figure 3. Cottages at the west end of Moorside built by John Walke The 
end house on the right of the row was Moorcroft Farm. 
Photo, pre-1932, courtesy ofArthur Edwick 
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Figure 4. Moorside in 1934. Ordnance Survey 
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Figure 5. The middle row of cottages built by John Naylor at Moorside 
showing the narrow paved street with outbuildings and coal houses in the 
left foreground. Moorside was portrayed as Marsiand Gap by William 
Riley in his novel 'Windyridge', from which this photograph is taken. 

Figure 6. Another view of Moorside. The two cottages to the left of the 
street were described as 'situated and adjoining upon Baildon Moor'. They 
were probably an encroachment. Photo courtesy of Arthur Edwick 



purchased four 'cottage houses' from Thomas Hill and three more from William 
Wheelhouse, for which he had paid fealty of ls4d to the Lord of the Manor. 
Stephen Atkinson died between 1820 and 1824, devising eleven cottages to his 
wife, Ann, who in turn devised her estate to her children, Stephen, Thomas and 
Martha Atkinson, and Peter Homer and Jeremiah Booth. 

As at Moorside, deeds provide evidence of earlier farm buildings at Low 
Hill. In 1836 a fold yard was shared between three people. and Stephen 
Atkinson, carpenter, used an old house barn in the fold yard as a wood house, 
and the parlour of the adjacent cottage as a workshop. Small buildings behind 
two of the cottages were called 'Milkhouse'. Thirteen cottages and their 
occupiers were included in the deed, nearly all having gardens and pig cotes. 
One pig cote adjoined Stephen Atkinson's workshop and another the kitchen(!) 
at the back of the house occupied by Jeremiah Booth, Martha Atkinson and 
Thomas Atkinson. There was a shared croft next to the house barn and a 
building in the corner of a garden used by five of the occupiers as a wool wash 
house. They also shared a privy to which there was right of access across the 
fold yard. Occupiers of three cottages and the millthouse had the right to enter 
ground at the west end of the premises and place ladders for repairing them. 
By 1840 two further cottages had been newly erected by Thomas Atkinson, 
weaver, since deceased, on the site of a cottage lately occupied by Jonathan 
Holmes. The one on the south-west was occupied by Abraham Reynard 
together with the ancient part of the said cottage and the right of ladder room 
for its repair. There was a garden on vacant ground in front of the new cottage 
and a new pigcote. The westernmost part of the croft was now walled off and 
used as a garden by the occupier, subject to the right of access for the repair of 
Martha Atkinson's cottage.(3) The direction and gardens suggest that these 
cottages were the larger ones later numbered 6 and 7. Number 7 is shown on 
the map as adjoining and partly encroaching on number 8 on the west. In 1912, 
four of the cottages, numbers 9, 10, 11, and 15 were mortgaged by Sarah Ann 

Denby of Faweather to Ellen Exley and Hannah Exley, spinsters, of Menston. 
(Figures 7,8 and 9) 

The Court Rolls of the Manor of Baildon reveal that a Stephen Atkinson 
had purchased three cottage houses from William Wheelhouse and four more 
from Thomas Hill(possibly in Low Hill) for which he paid fealty of 1s4d to the 
Lord of the Manor in 1806. When he died he devised eleven cottages to his 
wife, Ann Atkinson, who in turn devised her estate to her children, Stephen, 
Thomas and Martha Atkinson, Peter Homer and Jeremiah Booth. 

25 



Figure 7 Low Hill in 1934 Ordnance Survey 
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Figure 8. Low Hill, showing the cottages which remain today with their 
gardens, and the chapel in the background. The two cottages on the right 
are probably those built by Thomas Atkinson between 1836 and 1840. 
Photo courtesy ofArthur Edwick 
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Population in the nineteenth century 

The census enumerators' returns which are available for every tenth year from 
1841 to 1891 give a fascinating insight into the families who lived in Moorside 
and Low Hill. No such information was gathered in earlier years and later 
censuses will only be made available one hundred years after they were 
compiled. They list only those people who were present at each address on the 
census night, a Sunday usually in April. While Low Hill was always named as 
such or, more specifically, as Baildon Moor Low Hill in 1861, Moorside was 
described variously as Row in 1841, Moor in 1851, Baildon Moor Row in 1861 
and Moorside thereafter. The houses were not numbered originally, and the 
enumerators did not necessarily list the houses in order. 

In both villages the number of inhabited houses declined markedly over 
the fifty years covered by the censuses and by 1881 several pairs of houses 
were joined together.(Table 1) It is intriguing that the total of inhabited and 
uninhabited houses did not remain constant in either village. By the late 
nineteenth century, there were plenty of empty houses in Baildon as a whole 
and Moorside and Low Hill were obviously no exception. However, from 
about 1890 two Bradford doctors, Johnson and Dunlop, promoted Baildon as a 
healthy area in which to live. Many people moved out of Bradford, particularly 
when the golf club started, while others rented the moorland cottages as holiday 
homes. It is possible that some of the houses listed as uninhabited on census 
night 1891 were already holiday homes and unoccupied on that night. While 
many of the faiiiilies remained in the villages for the decades covered by these 
censuses, there were a surprising number of changes of occupancy. Very many 
of the families only appeared in one census. 

The number of inhabitants declined even more dramatically than the 
number of inhabited houses. From a total of 225 people in the two villages in 
1841, there were only 94 fifty years later. Likewise, the average number of 
people per house decreased from nearly six in 1841 to 3.8 in 1891. In addition 
to large numbers of children in the middle years of the century, there is 
considerable evidence of extended families, with an elderly parent, widowed 
sister, married son or daughter, niece, nephew, or grandchild in many of the 
families, but remarkably few elderly people. In 1851, for example, there were 
only three men and one woman aged over 65 at Moorside and just one, Richard 
Paley aged 89, at Low Hill. The great majority of the inhabitants were born in 
Yorkshire and in what is now the Bradford Metropolitan District, but in 1851 
three had come from Norfolk, formerly the centre of the worsted industry, two 
from Bury St. Edmunds, two from County Durham, one from Liverpool and 
three from Ireland. There were also fourteen lodgers in the two villages in 1851, 
but none in 1891, presumably an indication not only of the greater availability 
of property but more particularly of increasing prosperity, more people being 
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able to afford a home, and fewer so poor that they needed lodgers to eke out 
poverty wages in spite of serious overcrowding. 

Even before Forster's Education Act of 1870 caused Local School Boards 
to provide education for all children between the ages of five and thirteen, some 
children at Low Hill and Moorside were classed as scholars, two in 1851 and 
six in 1861. A school was held at Moorside by a Mr. Robinson in the cellars of 
the first three cottages at the west end. The Wesleyan Methodist Sunday 
School, built in Baildon in 1815, was for a time attended by all denominations 
and also used as a day school. In 1849, a Church of England school opened in 
Baildon and a Moravian school about the same time. By 1871, the number of 
scholars aged five to thirteen in the two moorland villages had already 
increased to sixteen, with two four year olds and one three year old also listed. 
In the following census there were twenty-five children at school, before the 
numbers declined to nine in 1891. By no means all the eligible children 
attended school. 

Occupations of the Villagers 

The cottages at Moorside and Low Hill may have been built for miners and 
stone workers, but it is clear from the census returns of 1841 to 1891 that the 
majority were by then occupied instead by textile workers (Table 2). However, 
the censuses can only indicate the main employment and it is likely that many 
of those working from home as wool combers or weavers would also take 
casual work as miners, quarriers or labourers, as well as tending their gardens 
and pigs. In 1841, Moorside had only three miners, young brothers aged 
thirteen, eleven and nine, and Low Hill two brothers, aged fifteen and thirteen. 
Interestingly, their fathers, John Greenwood and William Robinson were both 
described as agricultural labourers and so the boys would have been unable to 
take part in the family occupation of weaving or wool combing as happened in 
so many of the families. Ten years later, in 1851, there were no miners in either 
village, but by 1861, the number had increased to twelve, seven at Moorside 
and five at Low Hill. In contrast to 1841, most were adult men. One had a son 
aged twelve who was also a miner and there were three miners aged fourteen, 
fifteen and seventeen described as boarders or lodgers where the head of the 
household was also a miner. The pattern for Moorside was much the same in 
1871, a total of eight, two of whom were sons aged twelve and thirteen, one a 
'putter' and the other a'huiyer'(4). By 1881 there were only three miners at 
Moorside and none thereafter, while at Low Hill coal mining as an occupation 
had already died out completely. Lobley Gate Pit, the last of the three to remain 
open, closed in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Stone workers, while more diversified than coal miners, being variously 
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described as quarryman, stone miner, delver, stone dresser and stone wailer, as 
well as stone carrier (quarry) and labourer for masons, were no more numerous 
in the period of the available censuses. There were none in 1841 and only two 
in 1851, both at Low Hill. One, a married man aged 46, and his wife lodged 
with the other. Of the three in 1861, two stone quarriers lived at Moorside and 
a stone breaker at Low Hill. In 1871, a period of greater prosperity and more 
building, there were six stone workers at Moorside, three at Low Hill, and two 
engine 'renters', both from outside the area. John Booth, aged 29, of Moorside 
was born at Holmfirth, and William Robinson, aged 28, of Low Hill was born 
at Bowling. It seems likely that he had worked at the Bowling Iron Works. By 
1881, numbers of stone workers had increased to nine at Moorside and four at 
Low Hill, before declining to only two.The entry for William Robinson in1881, 
originally 'engine tenter, stone' was amended to 'driver' by the enumerator. 

In sharp contrast to these low numbers of both miners and stone workers 
in the two villages by the mid-nineteenth century, were the textile workers, 
mainly weavers and wool combers. Comparisons over the five decades are 
difficult because categories and the information given vary, but it is 
nevertheless very clear that most of the families were involved in some way in 
the production of cloth, mainly worsted. There was a very marked change in 
the type of work, with a transition from home-working, both wool combing and 
hand loom weaving, to factory work, before this too declined. In 1841 trade 
was much reduced and the cost of food so great because of the Corn Laws and 
protective duties, that many suffered extreme poverty. Both wool combing and 
weaving were poorly paid. Wages in 1852 were 8s a week for handloom 
weavers, 9s for power loom weavers, lOs for wool combers and 14s or 15s for 
sorters. Women earned about 8s, children working full time 4s and those on 
halftime 2s. In the two villages in 1841 there were 33 wool combers, 
including seven wives, but by 1851 with a general improvement in trade the 
number had increased to 52, eleven of them wives. Possibly because of 
competition from woolcombing machinery, only two children were employed 
as wool combers in 1841 and in 1851 there was just one. By the 1860s 
handcombing was really out of date. Only eight handcombers were left in 
1861, all at Moorside, and there were none in the next two censuses. Five of 
the eight were aged over 50; one was 73 and Thomas Fawcett aged 83 was 
listed as a woolcomber receiving parish relief. It is not clear whether he was 
retired or not. When three woolcombers, aged eighteen and sixteen, appeared 
in 1891, it seems reasonable to assume that they were working in a factory. 

Even more numerous than the wool combers were the weavers, there 
being 61 'stuff weavers', that is weavers of worsted, including sixteen wives, in 
1841. No distinction was made between handloom and powerloom weavers at 
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that date and it seems likely that they were all handloom weavers working at 
home. This is perhaps borne out by the fact that whole families were employed 
in the same trade, excluding only the youngest children. In one family, James 
Rennard, his wife and all six children, including a girl often and a boy of 
seven, were stuff weavers. Joseph Rennard and William Rennard, presumably 
all related, and their wives and children aged fourteen and fifteen (but not those 
aged six, ten and twelve) were also stuff weavers at Moorside. From 1851, 
weavers were divided into handloom and powerloom weavers, and according to 
whether they wove worsted or woollen cloth. There were only nine handloom 
weavers in 1851, with two weaving tweed in 1871 and none thereafter. The 
number of powerloom (worsted) weavers, in contrast, increased from sixteen in 
1851 1031 in 1861, before declining to nineteen, twenty-two and three in the 
next three decades. The nearest mill to the villages was Low Mill on the 
present caravan site on Hawksworth Lane. It was a long, low building without 
much headroom, and had both a water wheel and a steam engine. When it 
burned down for the third time in 1881 it was not rebuilt, which no doubt 
accounts for the decline in the number of weavers by 1891. There were in 
addition a few powerloom (woollen) weavers, but only a maximum of seven in 
1851 and none in 1891. 

In 1841, 25 'Factory' workers were under twenty years of age, the two 
youngest being nine and all but two lived at Low Hill. The type of work was 
not specified- but from 1851, most of these young factory workers were 
described as spinners. There were only nine by 1851, five of them aged under 
thirteen of whom the youngest, Elizabeth Greenwood, was only seven. 
However, her mother Martha Greenwood, a widow aged 40, was described as a 
pauper, even though all five of her children were working, an indication of the 
very low wages earned by children. The number of spinners gradually 
increased to eleven in 1861, fifteen in 1871, and sixteen in 1881, before 
declining to only seven in 1891. By this date, they were presumably working at 
other mills in Baildon. 

After 1871, the specific occupations of the textile workers became more 
varied. There were, for instance, six warp dressers in 1871, four in 1881 and 
two in 1891, some of them working in cotton. Other workers were a burler, 
drawer, piecer, reeler, twister, rover and bobbin winder, but were very few in 
number. Most worked in worsted, but a few in woollens. 

Agricultural labourers, varying in numbers from only one in 1851 to a 
maximum of six in 1871, found employment at the two small farms at 
Moorside, and possibly elsewhere. Intriguingly, the acreage of the farms, 
which is not given for 1841 or 1891, varies for each of the other censuses. One 
can only assume that Thomas Denby, who farmed 36 acres in 1851, held some 
land elsewhere or sold only fifteen acres to Joseph Woodhead by 1861. 
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Benjamin Hutton, a widower aged 76, farmed twelve acres in 1871 when his 
son-in-law, James Royston of the same address, gave his occupation as 
agricultural labourer. Ten years later, James Royston farmed the twelve acres. 
The other smaller farm, belonging to the Walker family, was said to have either 

six or more usually seven acres. 
Small numbers of people in the two villages, usually only one or two in 

each census, were employed in a variety of trades and most appeared in only 
one or two censuses. These included a bread baker, grocer and green grocer, 
broom maker and his wife, coal dealer, shuttlemaker, reed maker and a 
gamekeeper. In 1841 there was one apprentice shoemaker and ten years later a 
family of four cloggers and pattern makers, presumably father and three sons, 
all lodging with Thomas Denby, farmer. Richard Mawson was listed as a 
plasterer aged 35 in 1841 and appeared again in each census, finally being 
described as a retired plasterer aged 76 in 1881. Another plasterer, Lewis 
Copley, had taken his place. Stephen Atkinson, a joiner or carpenter of Low 
Hill, likewise appeared in each census from 1841 to 1881, by which time he, 
too, was retired and aged 76. 

The extent to which women were employed cannot be accurately 
deduced from the census returns. In 1841 relationships were not stated, so one 
cannot distinguish wives from other female relatives with any certainty. The 
family was usually regarded as an economic unit and the same occupations 
were ascribed to the women as to the men. A few were listed as agricultural 
labourers and in one case ajoiner. In only a few instances was the column for 
occupation left blank, despite the instruction that 'the profession etc. of wives, 
or of sons and daughters living with and assisting their parents but not 
apprenticed or receiving wages, need not be inserted.' As a result we probably 
have a truer indication of the extent to which wives and children in Moorside 
and Low Hill were employed, at least partially, in 1841. From 1851 to 1881, it 
was specifically instructed that 'the occupations of women who are regularly 
employed from home, or at home, in any but domestic duties [are] to be 
distinctly recorded' and in 1891, the occupations of women and children, if any, 
were to be recorded. Eighteen wives were employed in 1851, four of them in a 
different occupation from their husbands, and only seven were not employed. 
The position had changed completely by 1891 when sixteen were not employed 
and only one was in employment as a worsted weaver. Of the other women, 
widows, sisters, and mothers-in-law, approximately three each year were 
classed as a female servant, housekeeper or charwoman. There was one nurse 
in 1851 and usually two or three dressmakers/bonnet makers. Also in 1851, 
two widows and an 89 year old male woolcomber were paupers. The entry for 
another widow, Hannah Midgley of Low Hill, probably 'retired weaver', was 
over-written with what seems to be 'W H xis. 6[d] cash'. The letters W H may 

31 



mean the workhouse and that outdoor relief of 11s 6d was paid in outdoor 
relief. Ten years later, Thomas Fawcett, a widower aged 83, was described as a 
'wool comber (Parish Relief)'. 

By the last census available, 1891, when the two villages were clearly in 
decline, there was a marked change in occupations. Not only had mining and 
quarrying practically ceased, but fewer textile workers remained in the villages 
after the closure of Low Mill. Occupations not previously recorded include a 
butcher, a night watchman, a corn miller, three men living on their own means, 
and a retired policeman. 

Life in the Moorland Villages 

While by modem standards, those cottages occupied by the larger families and 
used for weaving and woolcombing would have seemed very overcrowded, 
they had quite a large living area, were two-storeyed and sturdily built. 
Compared to the insanitary back-to-back housing, courtyards and cellar 
dwellings of Bradford, or the tiered houses in the steep streets of Baildon, they 
were desirable homes and remained so for nearly two centuries. The report on 
the township of Baildon to the General Board of Health in 1852, stated that 
because of the availability of good sandstone a cottage letting for £3 1 O [per 
year] could be built for about £40. In parts of Baildon itself 

houses will be two or three stories high on one side, and only one story 
high on the other. I should think not one tenth of the people live in floors 
one above another and where several families live under the same roof 
their houses form distinct tenements. 

Such houses had no staircases or internal passages but the steepness of the 
ground enabled each floor to have a separate entrance. Most of the Baildon 
village wells were polluted, and the water hard and ferruginous. As a result 
goitre was common. The hardness of the water at the town wash-house 
belonging to the Lord of the Manor also meant that fewer pieces could be 
washed and therefore less money earned. At the town cross 'the stream was 
unfit for anything but liquid manure; the stench was intolerable, and the steps 
covered with human ordure.' There was only about one privy to every 25 
houses, said to be comparable only to Bacup. 
In comparison, the villages of Moorside and Low Hill enjoyed plentiful pure, 
soft water, for thinking and for washing wool, privies shared between only two 
to five cottages and fresh air from the moor. In describing the moor, the 
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compiler of the report concluded, 'I do not think I have visited any place 
combining physical circumstances more favourable to health and longevity.' It 
would be interesting to know the extent to which the moor villagers enjoyed 
better health than those of Baildon itself. James Steele, surgeon, the only 
medical practitioner in Baildon, reported to the enquiry that fever in the 
township was very common and also diseases of the chest. The fever would 
usually last two or three weeks, five or six if it became typhus fever. It affected 
all classes but some operatives had to return to work before they were fit. 
There was scarlet fever in the town at that time and frequently dysentery. In 
1826 and again about twelve months before the report there were epidemics of 
typhus fever which he attributed to want of cleanliness and want of pure water. 
The latter one raged for about a month and there was no medical relief provided 
by the parish. There were sick societies in Baildon but they had no medical 

officer. 
The figures supplied by Mr. W. Holmes the district registrar showed that 

the population in the township had decreased in the past ten years, mortality 
rates having increased there as in nearly all other places visited. In 1851 the 
death rate, despite some improvement, was still 20.21 to 1.000, which was 
about 25% higher than in 1841. Infant mortality was at least double what it 
ought to have been, and only a quarter of those born in Baildon would survive 
to maturity. 

Giving evidence on the social and moral condition of the inhabitants of 
Baildon, the Rev. J Mitton stated that a large majority of the people did not 
attend any place of worship. Gambling was probably still a prevalent vice 
among young men. Illegitimate births were 'greatly beyond the average of 
places, and open adultery is a very prevalent sin here.. In the streets the 
necessities of nature are obeyed, and that even by adults.' 

As a result of the enquiry, the Public Health Act of 1848 was applied to 
Baildon. Three reservoirs were built on the moor, the first in about 1856 and 
the others in 1876/7 and 1891. However, the moor villages were not connected 
to the supply and therefore did not pay the water rate. 

In the nineteenth century, most of the cottages were not only the homes 
but also the place of work of the occupiers. A typical cottage consisted of a 
large living room with a fireplace and a kitchen or scullery. Stones stairs led up 
to a bedroom large enough for two double beds. A few of the cottages were 
rather larger. Furniture would have been very sparse and similar to that in the 
Bradford houses described by William Cudworth, - a deal table, hard-bottomed 
chairs, a cradle, a chest containing malt or meal and a bread-creel hanging from 
the ceiling and containing oatbread or havercake. A chest of drawers or a clock 
would be a luxury. There might also be 'a shut-up bed' with a flock mattress 
and blankets for the parents in the living room, as well as a further bed, possibly 
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Figure 9. Another view of Low Hill Photo courtesy of Dorothy Burrows 

Figure 10. The primitive Methodist Chapel and Sunday School at Low Hill 
as it is today. Photo courtesy of Bob Duckett 

34 



with a chaff mattress, for the children upstairs. In a weaver's cottage, the upper 
room might have one or two looms and be used as a bedroom at night. Hand 
combers used either the living room or bedroom as their workshop. In the 
middle was a pad-post, a stout pole into which was screwed an iron fitting 
called a 'pad' and the heated comb was fixed onto this. A handful of wool 
heated with hot oil was hung on the teeth of the comb and drawn out with 
another heated comb. The charcoal stove for heating the oil and combs filled 
the room with noxious fumes. A woolcomber's cottage could be recognised by 
the blackness of the ceiling and Bradford woolcombers were described as 'pale 
and cadaverous, few reaching fifty years of age.' The combers in the moor 
villages would usually receive their wool and oil from Low Mill in Hawksworth 
Lane and deliver the finished 'tops' there on a Saturday afternoon. All members 
of the family would help, the youngest making up handfuls of wool ready to be 
thrown on the comb. 

Diets were very simple, oatmeal, potatoes, bacon, milk and treacle being 
the staple ingredients. Breakfast was usually porridge, possibly with blue milk, 
dinner might be potatoes and bacon if available and supper porridge again or 
oatcakes. Only on a Sunday was there likely to be any meat. It was cooked 
together with potatoes and onions and the dish placed on the table for the 
family to help themselves. Meals gradually became more varied with a general 
improvement in economic conditions. The main meal might be a sheep's head 
broth with dumplings, rabbit stew, or potatoes and vegetables. When cast-iron 
cooking ranges were added, it became possible to bake in the oven instead of 
boiling everything in a cast iron pot or making oatcakes on the bakestone. 
Sunday meals became more varied, with a Yorkshire or seasoned pudding with 
gravy and meat, and possibly cold meats, bread and cake at tea-time. 

The cottages became more comfortable as work moved out to the factories 
and with reduced working hours, more time was available for leisure activities. 
A thriving social life developed at the Primitive Methodist chapel built at Low 
Hill in 1874. Primitive Methodism had started about 1810 when some 
Wesleyans felt that their church had lost enthusiasm for evangelistic preaching. 
Hymn singing, a strict moral code and temperance were the other main features. 
The first chapel had opened on the Bank Side in Baildon in 1824 and was 
replaced by the larger Zion chapel in 1865. Camp meetings were held annually 
on the moor, a fortnight before Baildon Feast, in an attempt to counter the 
drunkenness and licence that regularly occurred at that time. According to La 
Page, the Primitives also had a small chapel at Moorside for a time before 
building that at Low Hill beside the road to Hawksworth (Figure 10). It was 
built on land sold to Joseph Batley and twelve other trustees for £10 by the 
Lord of the Manor, Abraham Maud of Rylstone (Figure 10). The chapel cost 
£500 to build, for which a mortgage was taken out and events such as a public 
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tea and humorous lecture were held to reduce the debt. Joseph Batley, a 
distinctive figure in his frock coat and top hat, who had a farm near Sconce, 
was a great advocate of temperance, giving rise to the name Joe's Well for the 
properly called Crag Well. 

The chapel was well-supported by the two villages in its heyday and the 
register of baptisms shows that it was attended by people from Low Springs, 
Hawksworth, Sconce, Faweather Grange, Tong Park. and even Baildon itself 
Chapel minutes record the purchase of a new set of china, 'six dozen in 
number', with a stamp to be chosen by four lady members, the appointment of 
trustees, a librarian and a magazine agent, and the purchase of a new 
harmonium. Anniversary services and Harvest Festivals were held in the open 
air and were a great attraction. In 1902 there was a musical service given by the 
Shipley Primitive Methodist choir in the afternoon, followed by a sermon and 
solos in the evening and the annual tea the next day, a Monday. Special 
anthems were sung by the choir, assisted by friends from other societies and 'an 
efficient string band'. 

On 5 August 1902, a special concert, widely advertised with humorous 
posters, was given in the chapel by the Baildon Brigands, 'the notorious band 
who haunt in summer different recesses between the bounds of Baildon Moor 
and Rombalds Moor'. The chief of the Brigands for several years, 'Robert Scott 
Esq. etc. late of Nanny Goats' Rest but now of the Charming Residence known 
as "Hencote View", The Row,' had been induced to accept the office of Mayor 
of Moorside for the year. He was escorted from Baildon station, where their 
'picturesque procession' created quite a stir. The programme included classical 
and humorous items, The Moorish Maid, It Trovatore, Pinkerton's Purple Pills 
and When Father Laid the Carpet on the Stairs. Musical items were provided 
by the piccolo, mandolin and banjo and Prof. Feather was the ventriloquist. 
Refreshments were served to the Brigands, 'Joe's Well on this occasion being 
open all night.' Admission charges were 3'/2d, 6'/2d and 11 '/2d and the school 
was crowded. After the concert the Brigands marched in procession back to 
Baildon village, performing in the Fountain Square, Town Gate and down 
Browgate till after midnight, their performance much appreciated, according to 
the Shipley Times, by the villagers and summer visitors to Low Hill as well as 
by the prominent residents and trustees of the chapel. The sum of 0 15s Od 
was raised and used for cleaning, painting and renovating the chapel, after 
replacing all the schoolroom windows, re-using as much of the old glass as 
possible. 

The following year, 1903, a 'proper box ventilator' was put in, and new 
cocoa matting, carpeting, cushion covers and curtains for the rostrum, curtains 
for each doorway and a new lamp were purchased. The fourteen pews were to 
be covered with 'listcurl seating, 13'/2" wide' and the re-opening of the chapel to 
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which the Baildon Primitives and Idle Primitives were invited, was celebrated 
on two successive Sundays, with tea provided for the choir. 
Many other events took place on Baildon Moor, which the people of Low Hill 
and Moorside no doubt participated in or enjoyed watching. From the early 
nineteenth century, it was the custom on Saturday afternoons for sports such as 
knurr and spell, arrow throwing and bowling with stones to take place on the 
moor. Baildon brass band often practised out of doors in summer at the 
junction of the Hawksworth and Bingley roads where there were a number of 
seats, and bands performed on the moor on the Sunday of Baildon Feast. Prize-
fighting with bare knuckles, although illegal, took place on the slopes in earlier 
times, while gambling towards the top of Hope Hill continued into the 1920s. 
On the Saturday afternoon of Baildon Feast there were donkey, and sometimes 
horse, races on the moor, with roundabouts, sideshows, a greasy pole, a tight-
rope walker and melodramas such as 'Maria Martin or the Murder in the Red 
Barn' in Baildon. People flocked to the Feast from Shipley, Windhill and 
Saltaire, the mills being closed on the Monday and Tuesday. 

Towards the end of the nineteenth century, the moor became an 
increasingly popular resort for people from the smoky towns nearby. With 
increasing prosperity and easier access provided by the railway to Baildon 
station which opened in 1876, people came in their thousands to enjoy the 
moorland air. In 1899, the moor was purchased for £7000 by the far-sighted 
Bradford Corporation from the Lord of the Manor, Colonel William Wade 
Maude of Rylsone near Skipton. In recommending its purchase for recreation, 
to preserve the common and prevent further quarrying, William Booth 
Woodhead, civil engineer and surveyor, stated that the moor was used on Good 
Friday, Easter and Whitsuntide by as many as 30,000 - 50,000 Bradfordians at 
the same time. The moors were so frequented by the public that their value for 
sheep pasturage had deteriorated to almost nil, and the golf club was 
contemplating discontinuing because of the crowds. 

While there was now no coal left of any commercial value, there was a 
large area of unworked fire clay and ganister and sandstone was the most 
valuable mineral. The Lord of the Manor had refused permission to work it, 
being reluctant to spoil so beautiful a piece of scenery but his successors might 
not be so scrupulous. 

As well as those who came for the day to Baildon Feast, to band concerts, 
to play golf at the club founded in 1891 or to stroll on the moors, others 
considered Baildon to be a health resort and came to stay. The Shipley Times 
estimated that in the third week of August 1902 there were 300 visitors to 
Baildon, staying a week or ten days. There were also visitors who spent the 
whole summer in the area and particularly at Moorside. Shortly before Easter 
1910 it was reported that 
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The cottages at Moorside and Low Hill are being put in hasty 
repair, for now is the time when the city 'paterfamtlias', with 
his wife andfamily, comes out for a spring and summer 
sojourn into the country. Loads offurniture were early 
this week being carted over the Eaves to the selected houses 
of the visitors. And if more cottages were available greater 
would be the population which from spring time till late autumn 
adds to the total of the villagers. The country is tempting just now... 

Easter Monday was the busiest day of the holiday. Soon after 5 o'clock 
visitors on their way to the moors were knocking loudly at the door of one 
farmhouse in Moorside, asking for eggs or milk. Many thousands walked 
across the commons and golfers' games were disturbed by such large crowds. 
By late July, accommodation could not be found in 'the more secluded parts on 
the outer edge of the moorland,' but only in Baildon village itself. Many white 
tents were erected and the wooden chalets built along the hillside near Sconce 
were occupied. 

As the population of the villages declined following the closure of Low 
Mill, and the holiday makers took a less active part in village life, attendances 
at the Primitive Methodist Chapel at Low Hill also fell. At the yearly Trustees' 
Meeting in 1917 it was stated 

That in our judgement the time has come for the closing of Baildon 
Moorside Chapel, as it is not now needed Great changes have taken 
residents and their children as seen in other days have been replaced. 
Cottages are now rented as holiday homes by town dwellers who make 
only occasional use of them and give no support to the chapel and its 
services. The congregation has been reduced to an average of six persons 
and most of these living at a distance wouldfind Baildon Chapel as 
convenient for them or more convenient. A visit to the homes around the 
chapel by the minister and one of the stewards to make doubly sure of the 
facts destroyed all hope ofsaving the cause.' 

The circuit meeting was asked to sanction the sale of the building. Bradford 
Central Hall considered using it as a children's holiday home but did not make 
an offer and it was sold to Mr. Thomas Robinson for £320, with the fixtures and 
furniture included. It was run as a tea-house with trestle tables for a time during 
the 1930s, with one corner curtained off as living quarters. In 1980, it was 
again offered for sale with planning consent for conversion to a six-bedroomed 
house, for £25,000. Mains electricity was installed and land to the west was 
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available for a septic tank. 
A few cottages may have continued to be let as holiday homes beyond the 
1930s, but with the shortage of housing during and following the war, they 
were once again occupied by young couples and families. By the time they 
were demolished most of the families had lived there for years. Only one of the 
cottages at Low Hill was then a weekend cottage. Former residents speak of 
them as comfortable and roomy. Moorside had electricity by 1947, but water 
was still fetched from the wells. One former resident of Low Hill remembers 
that everything was made of stone including a stone sink and a walk-in pantry 
with stone banks - no food ever went off there. In one of the cottages was a 
little shop and a Mr. Halliday used to sell hardware, paraffin, wicks, pegs and 
clothes lines from his van. Milk was brought round from Low Springs and 
measured out from a churn. But fetching in all the water was a real chore, as 
was walking in the snow up to the school in Baildon. 

Access to Moorside was something of a problem at all times. Even in dry 
weather, the extremely narrow track was difficult for vehicles while the stone 
sets played havoc with their springs. In deep snow, corpses were said to have 
been brought Out on sledges and milk was delivered in the same way. But the 
picturesque village seems to be remembered primarily for that and for the 
delightful views across fields and woods to Hawksworth beyond. 

The Final Years 

It is somewhat ironic that the water supply, a principal factor in the siting 
of the two villages, Low Hill and Moorside, should also have been the main 
reason they were condemned as unfit and demolished in the 1960s. The report 
of the Medical Officer of Health and Senior Public Health Inspectors for 
Baildon in 1958 stated that they remained unsewered and that the pail closets 
were emptied weekly, but all subsequent reports concentrated on the water 
supply. As early as June 1961 a total of 94 houses, in five separate areas of 
Baildon including Low Hill and Moorside, were declared by the Baildon Health 
Committee to be 'unfit for human habitation and are by reason of their bad 
arrangement or the narrowness or bad arrangement of the streets, dangerous or 
injurious to the health of the inhabitants.' The most satisfactory solution would 
be the demolition of all the buildings. Alternative accommodation could be 
provided in advance and the council had sufficient resources for the purpose. 

Nineteen residents of Moorside, almost all the occupiers, wrote to the 
Council stating that if a true report had been presented the properties would not 
have been declared unfit for human habitation. Details of their petition 

39 



appeared in the Shipley Times, 6 September 1961. They had enquired of the 
Council's intentions before purchasing their properties and invested their 
finances 'hoping to live and enjoy a quiet life in these lovely old-world 
cottages.' They asked why they could not peruse the report of the recent 
inspection and were prepared to pay part of the cost of bringing their properties 
up to the required standard. If the order were carried out it would bring them 
financial ruin. It was agreed that the residents should have an opportunity to 
object before decisive action was taken, but just one month later, both Low Hill 
and Moorside were declared a clearance area to be acquired by compulsory 
purchase. There is no further reference to the residents' concerns. The 
clearance scheme did not, however, proceed smoothly. Following objections 
and public enquiries, three properties at Low Hill were excluded from the 
clearance plans. Some of the councillors argued that the money intended for 
clearance would be better spent on helping owners to bring their houses up to 
standard with improvement grants. However, the Council had to implement 
Government policy for clearing unfit houses and selecting houses would have 
made an overall scheme impossible. Most of the cottages in Moorside and Low 
Hill were purchased individually by the Urban District Council in 1964. A 
cottage with a coal house and shared garden, wash house and earth closet was 
bought for only £23, while £40 was paid for the dwelling house, formerly 
known as 'Mawson House', together with a shop, garden and other ground. 

Moorside Farm, numbers 23 and 24 Moorside, was not included in the 
Compulsory Purchase Order and received an improvement grant in 1962. 

Even when the properties had been bought and the occupants re-housed, it 
was some time before they were demolished. Tenders for the clearance of 
Moorside were accepted in September 1964, but in the following June the 
contractors were unable to complete. In August, the Council agreed to pay 
£105 for demolition to be completed at Moorside and £120 for Low Hill. Of 
the Low Hill properties the old chapel did not properly come within a clearance 
order area under the housing Act and was not then in use. No. 15 was excluded 
because the property was fit, having a piped water supply from Joe's Well; 
numbers 12/13 and 14 Low Hill were considered unfit but were given the 
opportunity to be improved because they were in the same block of buildings 
as 15 Low Hill. The Council did not wish to purchase the houses and the 
owners were prepared to carry out the recommended improvements with the 
exception of installing a piped water supply from the Rombalds Water Board 
which would cost over £1,000. The solicitor for the owner of 14 Low Hill 
wrote of the 'illogical and ludicrous' situation in which one cottage had a piped 
water supply from the well but permission was refused for other owners to 
arrange a similar supply. Unless the Council could within two weeks quote 
some binding authority preventing him from doing so, the owner would instruct 
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Figure II. All that remains of the cottages at Moorside - the back wall. 
Photo courtesy of Bob Duckett 

Figure 12. The stones which former y supported handrails on the steep 
track above the Low Eaves quarry, Moorside. Photo courtesy of Bob Duckett 
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a plumber to fit a pipe. The Medical Officer of Health, Dr. J. Battersby said 
that repeated analyses had shown the water in Joe's Well to be of remarkable 
purity, but it was a surface stream, though the council had installed tanks and a 
pipe line to guard against contamination. During the winter, the supply had 
been frozen for some weeks and the Surveyor had to send water to Low Hill, 
while in a thy summer the flow was reduced to a trickle. The Council was 
recommended to seek Ministry advice. In August 1966 it was resolved that the 
cottages be demolished but the matter was still being debated in the following 
February. However, we learn in June 1968, a septic tank was to be constructed 
on Council land and the owners of 12/13, 14 and 15 Low Hill were each to pay 
is per annum for pipes and 5s per annum for a septic tank. These cottages and 
the old chapel still survive, surrounded by gardens while Moorside Farm isnow 
an equestrian centre. Only low walls indicate where the demolished cottages 
stood at Moorside but the three wells, the stones to guide the quarrymen, and a 
section of the paved road remain (Figures 11 and 12). 
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TABLE I 

1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 

Moorside 
No. of houses inhabited 23 22 21 23 19(1) 13 

uninhabited 5 3 3 I 3 4 

No. ofinhabitants 131 105 99 116 115 64 

No. of children under 13 years 51 34 27 47 50 18 

No. of inhabitants not born in Yorks. 1 6 I 3 1 6 

No. of houses inhabited 15 14 9 II 10(2) 10 

uninhabited I - 6 4 4 3 

No. of inhabitants 94 73 43 44 39 26 

No. ofchildrenunder 13 years 29 is II 10 13 7 

No of inhabitants not born in Yorks. 0 5(3) 1 I 2 5 

(1) 6 houses now occupied as 3 

(2)4 """"2 

(3) including 3 from lrelapd 
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TABLE 2 Occupations of the villagers 

1841 1851 1868 1871 1881 1891 

Agriculture 
Fanner 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Agricultural Labourer 4 I I 5 3 2 
Gamekeeper I 

Mining and Stone Working 
Miner (Coal) 5 12 8 3 

2 2 8 13 2 

Engine Tenter (Stone) 1 2 1 

Textile Workers  
Wool combers 33 52 8 3 
Weavers ,g-... .sa.. 

(WO CO 

(Powerloom) 16 29 19 21 3 

-- * (* cm .a, 
7 2 3 
(555) (W.55 (V.&.) 

Factory (Work not specified) 25 
Spinners in factory 9 11 15 16 7 
Warp Dresser 6 4 2 

Other textile workers 5 1 6 

4 2 
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References 
1. Sconce was on the opposite side of the small beck and in the parish of 
Bingley. See 'About Sconce', by Cohn and Margaret Wilson, a booklet 
produced by the Shipley and Baildon Scout Council, 1984 
2. Telegraph & Argus, letter, 14 October 1983 
3. Martha Atkinson was a member of the Moravian church and religious 
services were held in her parents' house at Low Hill. She was originally a 
handloom weaver, but lost employment with the advent of the steam loom. She 
died in 1879. - Baildon Moravian Church, a brief history, by Winifred Warren, 
1983. Typescript 
4. putter: one who pushed the coal 'corves' or trucks from the working 
hurrier. one who conveyed the 'corves' from the coalface to the bottom of the 
shaft. O.E.D. 
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JAMES WARBURTON, APOTHECARY OF WIBSEY: 
NOTEBOOK, 1785 - 1788, by Christine Alvin. 

In the 1780's Bradford was a growing town of around 4,500 inhabitants, 
surrounded by the villages which were to be absorbed into it as industrialisation 
transformed the area. The first directory for Bradford was published in 1792, and 
among the town's principal inhabitants were listed a physician, eight surgeons, and a 
druggiss.(l) However, sources such as the accounts of local Overseers of the Poor for 
the areas surrounding Bradford show that there were several other medical 
practitioners of various kinds treating the poor of these communities as part of their 
professional duties. Such records are generally sparse and lacking in detail, but the 
notebook of James Warburton of Wibsey contains a wealth of unique material relating 
to the health and welfare of the inhabitants of that area. 

Joseph Warburton, James' father, had been an apothecary in Wibsey since the 
1750's. He had moved there from Low Moor where the family had been established 
since early in the seventeenth century, apparently marrying into the Threapland family 
who were also connected with the medical profession.(2) James Threapland 
Warburton (1755 - 1820), the author of the notebook, was the second of five 
generations of medical practitioners in Wibsey. The surviving notebook, a little 
leather-bound volume measuring 7" by 3", covers the period from mid-1785 to late-
1788, and records his day to day visits and treatments of patients in the area around 
Wibsey. 

An impression of the health of the community in and around Wibsey at this time 
can be gained from the records of Holy Trinity Church at Wibsey. From January 1787 
to December 1788 there were 98 burials recorded, including 43 children. Of these, 17 
adults were weavers, 8 of whom were classed as poor; 4 were farmers, and 6 were 
labourers. Others were from a range of occupations - mnkeeper, joiner, butcher, 
blacksmith, etc., and 20 had no occupation given; of these, 12 were paupers. There 
were 27 children under 7 years of age buried, and 16 aged over 7; 17 of these were 
the children of weavers, 6 the children of farmers, and 4 the children of colliers.(3) 

Wibsey is thus shown to have been a mixed settlement of small tenant farmers, 
weavers working in their own cramped cottages but not always earning an adequate 
living, and other people supporting the basic needs of the villagers. It was also an area 
'dotted with coal and ironstone pits ... a progressive spread of mine workings' from 
much earlier times.(4) The large number of deaths of children, especially those under 
seven, whilst not excessive for the period, suggests that it was not a prosperous and 
healthy community. 

James Warburton was not registered as a member by the Society of 
Apothecaries in London. This was a common situation for provincial practitioners, 
who saw no value in membership of an organisation so remote from their place of 
work. Nor was he listed as a member of any other medical or scientific 
organisation.(5) He was probably apprenticed to his father Joseph, whilst later he 
taught his own son, also called James, who began practising as an apothecary just 
before the Apothecaries Act of 1815, which introduced more stringent system of 
membership and education for the medical profession. The apprenticeship of sons to 
fathers was a practical and economical way of learning the trade of apothecary, which 
avoided the need to pay premiums. Although the misuse of apprentices as mere shop-
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boys and cheap labour was reputedly common, there is no reason to suppose that 
James Warburton was not as well-trained and competent as any apothecary of his time, 
treating the majority of the population who could not afford the services of the more 
highly trained surgeons and physicians. He and his family were well-established in 
their area; it is impossible to tell what competition he had, from the paucity of records, 
but his regular employment by the Overseers of the Poor is an indication of his skills, 
as is the breadth of the area which he covered to treat his private patients. Wyke, 
Horton, Clayton, and Bankfoot were among the places he visited. On more than one 
occasion, however, Warburton mentions calling in Dr Mossman, the Bradford 
physician, to take over or advise on treatment. He was aware of the limitations of his 
expertise. 

Warburton's expertise is shown by his use of a wide range of the remedies 
available at the time. He also prescribed the same drug selectively in different forms, 
to suit the patient or the illness. For example Peruvian Bark (quinine, used for fevers 
or as a tonic) was prescribed in powder form (in 'charlulas' whereby the powder was 
enclosed in a wafer to make it more palatable and easier to take), as a decoction made 
with water, or as various alcohol based tinctures mixed with other drugs. He used 
some drugs in ready-prepared form as supplied by the wholesale druggist, such as Dr 
James' Fever Powder (Pu/v . Jacobus), a popular remedy containing antimony, or 
Plumniers' Pills, which contained mercury. Where the ingredients of a prescription 
were listed by Warburton they are similar to those found in pharmacopœias in use at 
the time, such as Lewis's New Dispensatory of 1781. He also appears to have 
collected new treatments. A 'Pectoral Mixture' for cheat complaints, with six 
ingredients and aniseed flavouring, and 'Less Mixture which was a stomach remedy 
composed of caraway, turmeric, cumin, ginger and peppers, are on a page of the 
notebook facing his list of 'Druggs bought of Mr John Key' beginning 4 Jan 1786, 
suggesting that the remedies were recommended by the druggist or perhaps by one of 
Warburton's professional colleagues met whilst on a visit to Bradford. 

John Key was the only druggist listed in the 1792 Bradford directory, and was 
probably the source of drugs for all the local practitioners. (6) Records of Warburton's 
account with him cover only five months; 31 items which he bought can be 
deciphered, but several are illegible and others are simply under the heading of 'other 
druggs' On some occasions his list of purchases is specific and long, at other times he 
bought only one item, implying that he did not keep large stocks of some drugs, or that 
some did not have long 'shelf-lives'. 

Warburton's education as an apothecary included the use of Latin. He used it 
both in the traditional itemising of ingredients, where his Latin was neither consistent 
nor accurate, and in his instructions for the dosages to be taken by patients, where 
these were included. William Buchan, the author of Domestic Medicine first published 
in 1769, described his own remedies for home preparation as being 'as effectual and 
salutary as if they had been written in the jargon of apothecaries' Latin, accompanied 
with all their barbarous hieroglyphics'.(7) But Warburton's use of Latin, in a private 
notebook not designed to impress his patients but as a working aide-memoire, would 
seem to be good evidence of his thorough apprenticeship. His only 'barbarous 
hieroglyphics' are the symbols routinely used by doctors and pharmacists until recent 
times, but his writing, no doubt done quickly and under awkward conditions, suggests 
that the notorious illegibility of doctors' handwriting has a firm foundation in history. 
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Warburton's notebook appears to have been used only for his records of home 
visits. It is impossible to tell what proportion of his work that involved, but his shop 
and over-the-counter sales must also have been an important source of income. 
Strictly speaking an apothecary was only allowed to charge for his medicines, not for 
visits or advice, but his accounts show that he did in fact charge for these. Had he 
been seen as a professional threat by a local surgeon or physician he could have been 
taken to court and fined for making such charges. 

Records in the notebook are randomly arranged, other than those for the 
Workhouse, with sometimes several patients on a page, at other times a chronological 
series of entries for one patient or family. His accounting methods appear haphazard 
Some accounts were paid off in small amounts, reducing the bill until the patient's next 
illness raised the amount owed again. Smaller accounts appear to have been paid on 
the apothecary's next visit, but many are not crossed off; perhaps they were carried 
over into the next notebook (in one case this is specified), or perhaps they were in 
effect free, a common practice with many practitioners treating poor patients. There 
is an account from a later date on a separate slip of paper which shows the long delays 
which could occur between treatment and payment; the bill for David Haley of Horton 
covered the period from January 1796 to August 1798, by which time he owed 
Warburton 5s. 8d. Only the payments for his Workhouse patients, mainly listed on 
eight pages of the book, were calculated and paid quarterly. In the case of one family 
Warburton accepted hog's lard, the basis for ointments, in payment towards his bill. 

Little definite information has been published on the fees and charges of 
apothecaries. More is available on those of surgeon-apothecaries, such as William 
Can-, practising in Elland in 1788. He listed in his diary mostly fees for the surgery he 
undertook, which was far more complex than James Warburton would have attempted, 
but comparable procedures included: 

William Can- ( James Warburton 
Applying a seton or issue 2s.6d. 8d. 
Simple fracture of the arm I go. 3s.Od (including spirits etc.) 
Bleeding lOs.6d. 2d. 
Consultation /gn. minimum 2d 
Abscess 2s.6d. 6d. (including salve etc.) 

A realistic view of Warburton's fees is gained by relating them to wages and 
costs in the same period; thus woolsorters and combers earned about 12s. per week, 
weavers 8s. to 9s, a labourer slightly less, and a servant around 6d. per day. The 
accounts of AilertonlThornton workhouse in 1779 give the prices of some basic 
commodities: sugar at 8d. per lb salt at Phd. per lb, soap at 6'hd. per lb, and veal at 
2',íd.- 3d. per lb.(9) 

Warburton's fee for a visit or advice could be as low as 2d. or 3d, but these were 
rarely listed separately from the medicines prescribed at the visit, therefore it is not 
possible to work out whether he had a scale calculated on distance or patient's income. 
Many of his fees for treatment, for example bleeding, tooth drawing, or applying 
dressings, were also as low as 2d. His charges for medicines likewise began as low as 
2d; even an expensive item such as 'a large Decoct P. Cart' (Peruvian bark or quinine 
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was a new and costly remedy) was only is, although to John Peel who had six such 
decoctions during April 1788, plus other medicines, such expense must have seemed 
considerable. 

It is rarely possible to identify Warburton's private patients' status or occupation; 
nor is it easy to identify their illnesses. Though he frequently prescribed laxatives and 
purges, these were not necessarily to cure digestive problems or counteract the effects 
of a poor diet. They were a method of eliminating what were regarded at the time as 
bad humors from the body, and were the basis of most treatments, whatever the 
perceived ills. Often several drugs were combined in one treatment, their relative 
quantities determining the end result. Many drugs had several different uses, such as 
the root of Black Hellebore (Rad Hellebore, also referred to as Melampodis), which 
Warburton prescribed several times. Depending on quantity and mode of preparation 
this could be either a drastic purgative or a drug to restore menstruation; his purpose in 
using it is not clear. 

One family whose status and illnesses can be identified is that of Squire Tordoff, 
the Wibsey butcher. The first entry in his account is for Worm Powders, and a later 
entry is for 'Ind Pink', another vermifuge. Other items suggest that the family was 
prone to illness and especially stomach complaints, and shortly after the date at which 
the notebook ended a six year old son of the family died. Otherwise only a small 
number of entries in the notebook are for named disorders, such as a treatment for 
piles, for 'the gripes', and for 'a slow fever in many other cases 'afebrfuge' was 
prescribed with no details of the fever which it was intended to cure, nor of the 
constituents of the medicine. Similarly an 'Anodyne Mixture' or 'Anodyne Drops' gives 
no indication of the cause of the pain for which they were prescribed, nor again of the 
ingredients, though on other occasions Warburton did prescribe specifically 'The baic 
Gut' (opium drops), or 'Thebaic Tincture' (opium in alcohol, also known as laudanum),. 
presumably for pain relief. 

Generally Warburton's pages are filled with lists of treatments and costs, but not 
of ingredients or illnesses. The account for Jonathan Wigglesworth is a typical 
example 

1788 Oct 24th a cordial mixture ls.2d., 
a bottle of drops 4d. a bolus 2d. ls.8d. 
27th Mixt rep ls.2d. Bolus 2d. ls.4d. 
29th Mixture and Draught ls.4d. 
Nov 1 Mixture and Draught rep. ls.4d. 
Embrocations 8d. 
Draught rep 2d. 
Nov 7 Mixture repeated ls.2d 

This amount of information indicates nothing more definite than a short term 
acute illness, and is the pattern for many of his entries. Occasional pages are however 
filled with the ingredients of prescriptions, often without the cost, such as his remedy 
for 'the Gripes' (stomach pains), for William Tordoff of Low Moor, which also shows 
the complexity of some of the medicines: 

Aq Font 3Y2 oz [Spring water] 
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Sp Ntri Duic Gut 4 drops 
01 Lavend comp I drachm 
Vol Aromat 'I,, drachm 
TR Thebaic gut 30 drops 
01 Carui gut 16 drops 
Syr Spin Cervi lAoz 
Cap coch unam omni hora pro 
required]. 

[Dulcified spirit of Nitre, irritating to the stomach] 
[Oil of lavender, a sedative and painkiller] 
[Volatile ammonia compound, an alkali] 
[Tincture of opium, or Laudanum, a painkiller] 
[Caraway, for colic and griping pains] 
[Buckthorn, a powerful laxative] 

re nata [let him take one (dose) every hour when 

Apart from the few named illnesses, his patients were troubled with complaints 
requiring eye washes, skin disorders (including the very common problem of 'the itch' 
or scabies, requiring sulphur ointments and fumigations), liniments and salves for 
wounds, bruises and leg ulcers, clysters (an unpleasant, drastic, but effective form of 
enema) and a multiplicity of un-named decoctions, electuaries, pills and powders. But 
it is the use of purgatives including rhubarb, semis, jalap, and Red Pills (aloes with 
myrrh), alone or combined, which stands out from the pages of the notebook. 

Warburton does not, however, appear to have been a great believer in the 
'heroic' remedies, commonly used by physicians of the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth century, which were characterised by repeated bleeding, and immense 
quantities of drugs composed of heavy metals. Such drugs included antimony, which 
was a constituent of Dr James' Fever Powder already mentioned, but this is only 
named once in his notebook. Another was mercury, which Warburton did use in 
different forms, although infrequently. Whether it was used by him for venereal 
disease, with which it is notoriously associated, for serious skin disorders, or purely as 
yet another drastic purgative cannot be determined. He rarely practised bleeding, but 
his other surgical procedures included tooth drawing, 'Sewing' (an unspecified part of 
the body) and 'Sowing knee'. It must also be added that Warburton, like other 
practitioners, treated animals, he charged for a 'Cow drink' and for a Soap Liniment for 
a horse. Pharmacopœias routinely included treatments for animals, which were often 
the same as for humans, but on a larger scale. He also supplied Ink (which was also 
listed in the pharmacopœias, being made of many of the same ingredients as prescribed 
drugs), and a large quantity of arsenic, presumably for control of vermin. 

A final example from his private patients shows the effort Warburton made 
when treating a patient suffering from what must have been an acute illness. Grace 
Tordoff was the daughter of John Tordoff, who was probably a local farmer [See 
Appendix]. Warburton had at least three patients with this name, but other evidence, 
such as payments made with large quantities of hogs' lard, suggests that this was the 
fanning family of that name. They had sufficient money to pay for regular treatment; 
their accounts, when pieced together, cover two pages and add up to well over £2. 
Beginning on March 11th, Grace was treated with an unspecified mixture and drops, 
and three days later with an anodyne, or pain-killing, julep. The following day 
Warburton went for Dr Mossman in Bradford, charging 9d for his journey, and Grace 
received four further remedies' a stomachic mixture, a bottle of carminative drops, a 
cordial draught, and a box of opening pills. Thereafter she had until April 14th a total 
of five tinctures, five draughts of various kinds, more pills, and two doses of vitriolic 
ether, possibly to relieve pain. On April 15th she was given a large tincture of 
Peruvian Bark in addition to Hellebore Root, a combination which Lewis's 
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Dispensatory recommends, 

particularly where the juices are sluggish and tenacious, the viscera and 
abdominal glands obstructed, the bark by itself proves unsuccessful, if not 

injurious; whilst given in conjunction with corroborant stomachics and de-
obstruents (i.e. Hellebore root], it rarely fails of the due effect. 

A week passed before Grace received a further treatment of Bark and Aromatic 
Tincture, another stomach remedy. There was then a respite until May 13th when she 
had a cathartic julep to make her vomit, and a cordial mixture. There are no further 
entries relating to this period of illness, so presumably all was well. The cost of the 
treatments was £1 9s.3d, in addition to Dr Mossman's unrecorded fees. 

James Warburton's Workhouse accounts cover eight pages of the notebook for 
the period from the end of March 1787 to the end of October 1788. There are also 
separate accounts for individuals or families headed either 'Workhouse' or 'On the 
Town's accompt', which mostly pre-date this period, possibly indicating pauper 
patients who were still in their own dwellings but having rent and other essentials paid 
for by the Overseers of the Poor. Alternatively there may have been a change in the 
Overseers method of employing Warburton at this time, but the accounts in the 
Bowling Township Book (the joint owners of the Workhouse with North Bierley) are 
not normally sufficiently detailed to show individual payments; North Bierley accounts 
have not survived.(lO) During this nineteen month period Warburton's charges 
amounted to £8 12s.8',4d He visited the workhouse 192 times, and treated 52 people 
plus over 20 of their wives and children. Seven of the paupers named in the notebook 
died during this period, according to the Parish registers.(l I) 

Warburton rarely listed details of his treatments of paupers: 'A box of Pills' or 'a 
Julep & Ung't' are the normal type of entry, and it is not always clear for whom they 
were prescribed. Purgatives were again commonly used; bleeding, extracting teeth, 
and opening and dressing abscesses are mentioned several times. Frequent liniments 
and embrocations suggests high proportion of elderly rheumatic patients. In 
December 1787 there are several remedies for coughs and bronchilic conditions; three 
of the burials in the Parish Registers are listed for the middle of that month. One of his 
patients during that month, Grace Tordoff, was prescribed what appears to be 'Infusion 
Milipes & Lin Camph'. An infusion of millipedes was a traditional remedy for severe 
coughs, though by the late eighteenth century was no longer in the pharmacopœias. 
The camphor liniment was probably more effective, and Grace did not die, but the 
frequency and diversity of her treatments throughout the Workhouse accounts suggest 
that she was never very well. Another unusual treatment appears only in the 
Workhouse records. Warburton refers to setting a 'rowef for Hannah Priestley and 
'Roweling' W.P; a month later 'W.P gave over comeing with his rowef and later 
Warburton 'took Hannah Priestley Rowe! Out'. A routine procedure at this time was 
the making of an artificial ulcer or 'issue' to form an open drain to cariy off noxious 
humors or pus, or sometimes as an additional drain for the widely-occurring complaint 
of leg ulcers. A seton was similar, using threads pulled through and left in a fold of 
skin to cause suppuration. A rowel was a procedure used in farriery for the same 
purpose, so it can only be assumed that Warburton used this term in error. 

Warburton also supplied the Workhouse with 41b5 of white arsenic during a two 
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month period. Whilst arsenic had several medicinal uses, these quantities suggest that 
a serious problem with vermin was probably the reason for the supply. 

Warburton's treatment of the paupers seems to have been no less conscientious 
than that of his private patients. There are several names recurring throughout the 
accounts which suggest elderly patients suffering from chronic illness or repeated 
episodes of ill health. Others are families who perhaps had been reduced to temporary 
poverty or who failed to survive on an inadequate wage, and whose health suffered as 
a result. 

An example of the latter was James Wilkinson's family, who had 22 items of 
medicine and treatments from Warburton, costing a total of 13s.9d. Their name first 
appears prior to the continuous Workhouse account, but under the heading of 
'Workhouse', when in January 1878 they had a Fumigation &c', at a cost of 4d, 
'Plumber's [sic] Pills', and 'Cinnabar', all of which indicate a severe attack of scabies. 
Brimstone was used for fumigating clothes and rooms in both scabies and other 
infections, and mercury preparations (Plummers' Pills and Cinnabar, which was the 
name for sulphide of mercury) were used for obstinate cases of scabies. In July 1878 
James Wilkinson, his wife and child, began to appear regularly amongst the other 
Workhouse patients for a variety of treatments, including more sulphur, but with 
nothing to suggest other than minor problems. 

There is no evidence that Warburton was expected to prescribe cheaper drugs 
for his pauper patients, although this was a common method used by Overseers to 
economise. His use of various forms of Peruvian Bark was as frequent as for his 
private patients, and on the few occasions he wrote out the ingredients of a 
prescription, they were as complex as elsewhere. His Workhouse accounts also show 
that he called on Dr Mossman's help twice, just as he did for his other patients. It is 
unfortunate that nothing like this notebook appears to have been recorded elsewhere, 
whereby a comparison between his work, and the liberality of the Overseers, could be 
made with other townships. 

James Warburton died in 1820 at the age of 64, probably still working as an 
apothecary, with his son to assist and take over from him. By that time the Society of 
Apothecaries had begun the process of raising the status and training of their members 
above that of tradesmen. They began to be integrated with the rest of the medical 
profession, until, with the double qualification of apothecary and surgery, which James 
Warburton's grandson acquired, they became the nineteenth century's general 
practitioners - a role which Warburton was already fulfilling in all but title in the 
1780's. 

James Warburton's notebook is unique as a record of a short period in 
Bradford's medical history. Much of it cannot with certainty be interpreted, his 
abbreviations, alterations, scribbled 'barbarous hieroglyphics', and the fact that it was 
never intended for anything other than his own personal use, all conspire to defy 
translation, but much remains to give a picture of life, and death, in Wibsey over two 
hundred years ago. 
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Christine Alvin spent her working life as a Librarian, mostly in the Bradford area. 
This included ten years in the Postgraduate Medical Library at the Bradford Royal 
Infirmary. Since taking early retirement she has undertaken a PhD thesis at Bradford 
University on the subject of Medical Treatment and Care in Nineteenth Century 
Bradford 
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REMINISCENCE IN BRADFORD 
by Carol Greenwood 

Reminiscence is fun! 

We all enjoy sharing memories of the past, whatever our age or 
experience of life. It doesn't matter whether we are remembering a 
favourite teacher at school with an old school chum or reliving last 
month's holiday with family and friends, it's usually a pleasant social 

activity. 
Not many years ago older people were often accused of 'living in the 

past' and actively discouraged from even talking about the past. More 
recently, however, the benefits of memory sharing and reminiscence 
activities are increasingly recognised and encouraged in hospitals, 
residential homes and day care centres. Whether it takes the form of an 
informal conversation or an organised group discussion reminiscence has 
been shown to improve the quality of older people's lives and their mental 
and physical health by providing mental and emotional stimulation. It 
helps to restore and preserve self esteem and develop a feeling of self 
worth. 
Bradford is particularly fortunate in the facilities and help available to 

carers wishing to develop memory sharing activities. 
Several of the many local history groups in the district have members 

who are happy to visit residential homes and day centres in their area to 
share their discoveries and often find this is of mutual benefit and a 
wonderful way to tap into the wealth of knowledge many of the older 
residents have about the area. This knowledge can provide a rich resource 
for students of social history often developing into an oral history project 
but more importantly by recognising the older person as 'The Expert' can 
provide a much needed boost to their self esteeem. 
For groups who are more mobile and able to visit Bradford Industrial 

Museum the staff of the Museums Education Service provide excellent 
opportunities for groups of adults to enjoy memory sharing sessions using 
the wonderful backdrop of the back to back cottages, the stables of the 
working horses, the old schoolroom and the textile and transport galleries. 
As a librarian I am regularly asked by professional carets and activities 

organisers for items that can be used in reminiscence sessions but since 
the Local Studies Library is part of the Reference Library in Bradford the 
choice of items which are suitable and can be borrowed or copied is very 
limited. In response to this demands special collection of books and 
periodicals about reminiscence activities has been built up as part of the 
Oral History Collection which also includes a small selection of 
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commercially available 'Recall' tape slide packs. A reading list is available 
from the sixth floor. 

There was, however still a need for locally produced packs which could 
be borrowed. This need has now been satisfied by the series of Memory 
Packs designed by the Memory Bank. 
The Memory Bank grew out of a 'Looking Back' project set up by Age 

Concern in Bradford. It is a group of people with an interest in local 
history and reminiscence, who work together to encourage and stimulate 
interest in these subjects. It was established for the purposes of lifelong 
learning and to promote the welfare of older people in particular. 
Its aims are to develop a collection of materials suitable for use in 
reminiscence work, to encourage and support the setting up of local 
memory groups and to provide opportunities for the exchange of 
information and skills amongst those involved in local history and 
reminiscence work. 
The packs are based on the oral history cassettes produced by Bradford 

Heritage Recording Unit from the huge archive of oral history interviews 
conducted in the 1980's. Each pack includes a cassette recording of 
personal recollections plus a variety of historical items which can be 
handled, felt, touched and smelled and are designed to stir memories and 
provoke a reaction even in people whose eye sight or hearing is not too 
good. The different packs remind us of 'schooldays' with old slates and 
plimsolls, 'When we were young' courting days with lavendar water and 
pearls, 'Shopping' with old money and shop bills and 'On the home front' 
with ration books, dolly blue and donkey stones! 
The packs may be borrowed from either Age Concern, Bradford & 

District, 19-25 Sunbridge Road, Bradford, (in the C.V.S. building) or 
from the Local Studies Library, 6th. Floor, Central Library, Princes Way, 
Bradford 
Although the Memory Bank is involved in many other activities in 

support of its aims the packs are a continuing success and in constant 
demand as this selection of comments from feedback forms from carers 
who have used them illustrates: 
"Smells of carbolic and moth balls instantly revived memories. Each 

object brought forth further discussion. .. one member of the group is very 
negative so I was amazed to see her laughing and participating 
"The nit comb caused hysterical laughter and memories of'Nitty Nora' 
"Smelly objects very useful as I had a few blind clients, everybody (age 

range 64-94) enjoyed the session, all joined in and it really brought 
everybody together. 
"One of the group suffers dementia and can be awkward and withdrawn 

but on seeing the rolling pin she began to talk about how she would 
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threaten her husband with her rolling pin and the proceeded to discuss her 
three marriages and she had us all laughing. She was like a different 

person. 
"Our two sessions with the pack went extremely well so much so that we 

are now gathering our own items so that we can do this more often. 
"Stimulated good conversation within the group. They all loved looking, 

feeling, smelling the objects." 
Staff at the new stroke unit at St. Luke's Hospital and at Arden Lea, 

Marie Curie Cancer Centre in Ilkley have found that reminiscence and life 
review which the packs can encourage can help patients come to terms 
with the present. 
The Memory Bank has good liason with local history groups in the 

district and welcomes anyone with an interest in its aims to its meetings-
Donations of small everyday objects are always appreciated. We are 
currently collecting items for two new packs, one for use with Asian elders 
and one for 'young older people' based on the period immediately after the 
Second World War, 1945-59 
As a result of the work that we do in encouraging memory sharing and 

the enormous interest shown in reminiscence locally both Janet Davidson 
(Bradford Industrial Museum) and myself realised that there is a growing 
need for training in 'How to run a reminiscence group'. We were very 
fortunate to find a tutor with many years personal experience of 
reminiscence in a variety of settings. Training days are currently held on a 
regular basis at the Industrial Museum and the Central Library, where 
people can find out how to develop reminiscence activities, how to avoid 
the pitfalls and share experiences and ideas. Attended by staff working in 
health and social services, libraries and museums plus members of the 
Memory Bank, voluntary workers and freelance activities organisers, the 
courses are always booked up well in advance. 
1999 is the U.N. International Year of Older Persons. Opportunities in 

Bradford for memory sharing and enhancing the life of Bradford's older 
residents have never been better but we need to look to the future and 
build on what has already been achieved. Plans are already progressing to 
set up a Yorkshire and Humber regional reminiscence network, as part of 
the U.K. reminiscence network based at Age Exchange in London. An 
exploratory meeting held in the Central Library in September was well 
attended and demonstrated a need for further support and co-operation 
between people involved in reminiscence work in the region. In the 
meantime if you feel you would like to be involved or find out more about 
any of the above activities I'll be delighted to hear from you! 

Carol Greenwood is Bradford's Local Studies Librarian 
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BRADFORD HISTORY ON THE NET 

by Pete Walker 
Librarian 

Reference Library 
Bradford 

The Internet has arrived! It is already changing our lives and over the next 
few years, I'm afraid to tell you, no serious local historian will be able to work 
efficiently without a link to the net So what is this new research tool that we hear so 
much about and cannot do without? 

Basically, the Internet is a worldwide network of computers, all linked 
together by everyday telephone lines. It is all about people talking to each other and 
sharing information. If you have access to the Internet you can perform many tasks, 
such as sending and receiving E-Mail, joining in discussion groups and looking at 
sites and pages on the World Wide Web (WWW). 

The WWW provides easy access to the mass of information on the Internet. 
Each screen that you view is called a 'page' and is basically similar to a page in a 
book, with the added advantage that it can include videos, sounds and music. You 
can move around the site by clicking on words and graphics, some of which are 
linked to other web pages all over the world. If you have a specific page or site you 
want to visit, you simply type in its address or URL (Uniform Resource Locator). 

E-Mail allows you to keep in contact with people all over the world. It is the 
Internet version of the Royal Mail! Rather than putting a letter in a postbox, you, 
send a message from your computer down a telephone line. You can send F-Mails to 
anyone who has access to the Net. E-Mail does have tremendous benefits. It is 
cheap and quick and you only pay for the price of a local telephone call, even if you 
are contacting a fellow historian in Australia. And your message can get there in as 
little as five minutes. To be able to send E-Mails, you simply need to set up an E-
Mail address with your Internet Service Provider (ISP), or use one of the many free 
services now available on the Internet, such as Hotmail. For example, my address is: 

pwbfc@hotmail.com 

Why not drop me a line and see if it works, or if you need any internet advice. 
The Internet also allows you to join in history-related news and discussion 

groups. These are essentially chat forums where you can log in and leave remarks, 
ask questions or even 'talk' to other historians all over the world. 

One of the main problems with the Internet is actually finding the information 
that you want. There are several 'search engines', such as Lycos, Yahoo or Alta 
Vista, which constantly trawl the Net looking for new sites, which they then sort by 
subject. Any enquiry is likely to come up with hundreds of different subjects. For 
instance there are over 1500 sites devoted to genealogy and family history. To get 
the most from these search engines you need to be fairly precise in your enquiry. 

A useful way of searching is to try and find what are called 'gateway' sites. 
Gateways provide lots of links to other related sites. For example, the government 
gateway site at www.open.gov.uk allows you to gain access to hundreds of different 
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government departments and local authority sites. Give it a try and check the 
organisational index. There is also a tremendous genealogy gateway called 
GENUKI at www.genuki.org.uk which again provides hundreds of links. 

To get access to the Internet you need a modem, linked to your computer. 
This allows your computer to 'speak' down the telephone line to other computers. 
You must also sign up with an Internet Service Provider. There are lots of 
companies offering this service, many of them do not even charge nowadays. You 
merely pay for local telephone calls. 

If you are still not sure whether the Internet is for you, why not try it at 
Bradford Central Library, where terminals are available providing access the Internet 
for free. You can sign on for an initial period of half an hour and if there is no one 
else waiting for a terminal, you can stay on for longer. The terminals are for 
information seeking purposes only. There are also plans to provide other, larger 
libraries in Bradford with Internet access. For example, terminals are soon to be 
installed at Keighley, Shipley and Eccleshill libraries. 

Searching the Internet can be great fun and you can find hundreds of 
interesting things. However, it can, at times, be very slow to load the pages and 
therefore quite expensive to stay on line if you are using a computer at home. It can 
also be very addictive, so don't forget what it was that you were looking for in the 
first place as you wander around in cyberspace! 

So, are there any sites on the 't,WWW of interest to local historians? Here is a 
list of some that maybe of interest. Why .not give them a try. 

Bradford Timeline 
www.users.glohalnet.co.ukf-..dboocockl 

This covers events in Bradford and links them to those elsewhere in the 
country over the years. It is especially strong on Bradford architects and 
architecture. 

Saltaire Pages 
come.to/saltaire 

An excellent site, incredibly thorough. The site includes a section on 
the history and importance of Titus Salt and Saltaire and includes some 
useful maps and trails. 

Bradford Tourist Trails 
www.bradford.gov.ukltourism_frame.html 

Includes three historical trails, Saltaire, the Cathedral and the City 
Centre. Each trail has a map. Just click on the area and you will be 
given history and pictures. 

Bradford Council 
www.bradford.gov.uk 

The council page gives avery brief history of Bradford, including the 
legend of the boar. The 1991 census figures are there as well as some 
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useful links to local museums. 

Bradford Family History Society 
www.genuki.org.uklbig/erig/YKSfbfbs/index.html 

The site includes the history of the society, publications available, news 
and events, and a list of the research items available in Bradford Central 
Library. 

The Topographical Dictionary of Yorkshire is online at; 
www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng1YKS/yrksdictJindex.html 

There is a description of Bradford in 1822 at; 
www.genuki.org.ukfbiglenglYKSfWRYlBradford.index.html 

West Yorkshire Archive Service have their own site at 
www.archives.wyjs.org.uk 
There are plans to put the index of archive collections onto the Internet, 
meaning hundreds of thousands of entries will be available to the public, 
forming a valuable educational resource. 

Most national history related organisations will have their own websites. The 
Public Record Office (www.pro.gov.uk) runs the site which is the key to national 
archives. It includes incredibly useful research and information leaflets which can be 
downloaded or printed out. History provides access to the Institute of Historical 
Research website (ihr.sas.ac.uk/welcome.btml). This is a very large and 
comprehensive site which can take hours to 'wander' through. It contains details of 
conferences, research projects contacts and associated organisations and publications 
to name but a few. 

The Royal Commission on Historical Monuments (www.rcbme.gov.uk) is 
now part of English Heritage. Their site provides information on England's 
architectural and archaeological heritage through the National Monuments Record 
(NMR). This public archive holds over 12 million items, including old and new 
photographs, maps, reports and surveys as well as complete coverage of the country 
in aerial photographs. This Web site includes an on-line version of the publications 
catalogue, and short articles on some of the work currently being undertaken by the 
survey teams, providing new knowledge of England's heritage. 

Local History Magazine has a useful website (www.local-history.co.uk) 
including sections on how to get started in local history and a list of all the local 
history societies in the UK and links to hundreds of other historical sites. 

I hope you can try some of these sites and enjoy looking at them. Whatever 
you do think of them and the Internet in general, it is here to stay, and is likely to 
continue changing rapidly over the next few years. For Serious users, there is likely 
to be more access to research tools. Archives and libraries throughout the world are 
deciding to put their resources on the Net. Even old documents can be put on the 
Net in their original form and thus can be viewed from home. But let's all hope that 
all these new developments do not take away some of the magic of historical 
research! 
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THE BRADFORD HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

The Society is the oldest local history group in the district, having its 
formal inauguration meeting on the 12th July 1878. The founder members 
included William Cudworth, William Scuton, T.T.Empsall and James 
Horsfall Turner, amongst others famous in Bradford local history circles 

One of the aims of the Society was, and still is, to collect and examine the 
records of Bradford's past. A library was begun allowing members to 
borrow specialist books on aspects of Bradford's history which are 
unavailable elsewhere or not normally lent out. The catalogue shows an 
impressive range of books. Of course, some rare and precious items cannot 
be borrowed and are only for reference. 

Threee years after its foundation the Society launched The Bradford 
Antiquary to publish the results of members' research. Nowadays 
contributions based on original sources are accepted from non-members. 
Additionally, four volumes of a Local Records Series were published from 
1914 to 1953 where documents such as wills and deeds were reproduced. 
Copies of The Antiquary are sold at a reduced price to members and some 
back numbers are available. 

The Society is managed by a Council whose officals arrange a programme 
of lectures during the winter season and excursions in the summer. 

The Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society has survived from its 
nineteenth century beginning, right through the twentieth century with its 
two world wars, and now looks forward to the new Millenium. 

We have always been a very friendly Society and aim to continue this. We 
maintain a programme of lectures and excursions, publish The Bradford 
Antiquary, and operate our library. We are always happy to welcome new 
members, and if you wish to join you may do so at any of our meetings or 
by contacting the Membership Secretary, John Allison, 366 Idle Road, 
Eccleshill, Bradford, BD2 2AW (Tel.O 1274 787533). 
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GLOSSOP, GRAY AND GREAVES: 
THREE FOUNDING FATHERS 

By John Stanley King 

THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society on May 9t1, 1878, was attended by several eminent 
gentlemen. These included Messrs William Glossop, William Martello 
Gray and William Greaves. Two other Williams were present also - 

Messrs Cudworth and Scruton - but it is unlikely any confusion 
occurred as Victorian professional gentlemen were not in the habit of 
addressing each other by their forenames. 

Mr Greaves was a well-known Bradfordian, holding several public 
offices: Clerk to the City Magistrates (with an office in the Town Hall), 
Deputy Steward of the Manor of Bradford, and a position in the firm 
of Greaves and Greaves, Solicitors, of 5 Charles Street. His residence 
was at 'Bankfield', Toller Lane, Heaton. His legal firm existed until 
not many years ago under the title of Greaves, Hutchinson, and finally 
Hutchinson and Shackleton, of Piccadilly. 
Mr Glossop and Mr Gray were, in 1878, partners in the firm of 

Glossop, Craven and Tebbs, in Cheapside, but subsequently Mr Gray 
founded his own accounting business in the District Bank Chambers, 
Booth Street. Mr Gray possessed a taste for architecture and his 
residence at Heaton, 'Sefton Lodge', 30, Park Drive, had been designed 
and built for him. He was probably the youngest and last of the 
'founding fathers' as he survived until December 1933, passing away 
at the age of 82 at St. John's, Ilkley. 

Mr Glossop was a different character. He was one of the many 
Bradfordians who moved to a new estate at Heaton Grove to escape 
Bradford smoke and Bradford rates, though he subsequently 
complained because lower-rated Heaton could not afford the same 
level of modern amenities as Bradford, such as well-paved roads and 
abundant street lighting. Ultimately he and his fellow malcontents 
organised a public campaign which culminated in the amalgamation 
of Heaton and Bradford only four years after the Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society was founded. 

-3-



THE CIVIC PRESENTATION OF A CEREMONIAL SWORD 

TO CAPTAIN THOMAS WRIGHT MARTEN 

By Marcia Gadd 

The brave sons of Britain, they never did flinch 
From the scorching high hills or the cold flooded trench. 
They have planted their standard - who dare pull it down? - 

In conjunction with France, in Sebastopol Town. 
The most soldier-like gentleman lever did see, 
Attached to the Seventh, upon the Crimea, 
Is one Captain Martin, the pride of Yorkshire; 
He crossed the Redan when the town was on fire! 

(Extract from 'What have you seen in the Crimea?' source unkown) 

CAPTAIN (later Colonel) THOMAS MARTEN of the 71  Royal Fusiliers was 
presented with an inscribed, jewelled ceremonial sword by the town and 
people of Bradford at the St George's Hall on 23" July 1856. This was to 
commemorate his bravery in the storming of the Redan at the siege of 
Sebastopol in June 1855 during the Crimean War. After all the Regiment's 
officers had been killed or wounded, he succeeded to the command of the 
Regiment (aged 28), led it across the ramparts of the Redan and subsequently 
took it out of action. He afterwards bore a part in the duties of the trenches 
till the day Sebastopol fell. 

On the evening of 23rd July 1856 more than seventy gentlemen sat down 
to a sumptuous banquet in the St George's Hall. The Mayor, William 
Murgatroyd presided. Some of those present were Mr R. Milligan, Mr William 
Garnett, Mr George Salt, Mr J.V.Godwin and Mr Delius (father of the 
composer, Frederick). A large number of elegantly dressed ladies were present 
after the dinner. The Bramley Brass Band played a variety of music during 
the dinner and afterwards. An eight course dinner was served which included 
turtle soup, haunch of venison, saddle of lamb, chicken with truffles, 
strawberry soufflé and ices. Several speeches were given, including one by 
Capt. Marten's uncle, General Marten, who had fought at Waterloo. 

Capt. Marten had served five-and-a-half years in the Ceylon Rifles before 
transferring to the 75 Fusiliers. He received the Crimean Medal with clasp 
(for Sebastopol) and the Turkish Crimean Medal. He also served in the Indian 
North West Frontier War of 1863 for which he was awarded the Umbeyla 
Campaign Medal with clasp. After retiring from the army he farmed in 
Canada. He was the son of William Marten who was well known in Bradford's 
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wool trade. The family lived at Undercliffe House (now demolished) and 
subsequently at Summerhill, Apperley Bridge. He died at Tottenham on 
18th January 1893. 

The inscription on the sword reads:-

Presented to Captain Thomas Wright Marten, 7th Royal Fusiliers, by 
his Friends and fellow Townsmen, as a mark of their admiration for 
his dauntless bravery and good conduct during the siege of Sebastopol 
and in the final assault upon the Great Redan 

Capt. Marten had two sons who also had distinguished careers. William 
Henry Russell Elliott Marten was private secretary and ADC to the Governor 
of British Honduras. Major Ellison Thomas Charles Newton Marten served 
in the 431 Light Infantry the Madras Light Cavalry, and later served as an 
officer in the Egyptian Police Force. 

The sword is now in the possession of Capt. Marten's great grandson 
who lives in Ealing, London. 

A full account of the Presentation is to be found in the Bradford Observer for 
24th July 1856. 

Marcia Gadd is the great, great niece of Capt. Marten. 

Details of the ceremonial sword presented to Capt. Thomas Wright Marten 
Photos courtesy of Marcia Gadd 
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WHY JUDY WOODS? 

By Mary Twentyman 

ONE OF THE most popular recreational beauty spots to the south of Bradford 
must surely be Judy Woods, a narrow band of beech woodland stretching 
from Wyke to Woodside and Shelf. Yet if you consult the Landranger or 
Explorer series of the Ordnance Survey maps you will search in vain for a 
reference to Judy Woods. 

Many local history books, booklets and walk leaflets on the area will tell 
you that the woods take their name from Judy North or 'Curt Judy' who 
lived in a cottage near Judy Brig (Bridge) and in mid 1800s sold ginger beer, 
parkin pigs and spice sticks to the many visitors to the pleasure gardens at 
the bridge. When the various versions are examined and compared it soon 
becomes obvious that they have one common source, the books of James 
Parker of Great Horton published in the early 1900s. In fact it is quite 
surprising how little additional information about Judy had been added in 
the past one hundred years. 

The writings of James Parker 
James Parker published three books which are of interest when seeking the 
history of the Low Moor and Wyke area. These are: 

Wibsey, Low Moor, Shelf and Coley in Bygone Days (1900) 
2 Illustrated History of Wibsey, Low Moor, Oakenshaw, Wike, Norwood 

Green, Judy Brig, Royds Hall, Coley and Shelf (1902) 
Illustrated Rambles from Hipperholme to Tong (1904) 

There is no mention of Judy in the first volume but the second devotes three 
pages to 'Horse Close Bridge and Stick O'Judy's', 'Old Judy and the Vicar of 
Wibsey Chapel' and 'Judy's Gardens', and includes three line drawings and 
one photograph to support the 940-word narrative. Rambles from Hipperholme 
to Tong, under the heading of'Judy Brig or Horse Close Bridge', again covers 
three pages but with four photographs and one line drawing. There is not 
much text this time, just some 280 words. 

Parker also wrote a series of articles in the Illustrated Bradford Weekly Gazette 
in 1898/99, excerpts from which later appear in his books. There was a ten-
week series on Wibsey, articles on Bierley, Coley and Shelf, and in the October 
22nd 1898 edition, a short article entitled 'A Ramble to Royds Hall, North 
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Bierley'. This item doesn't mention Judy but says of the cottages at Horse 
Close Bridge that they are 'now pulled down' and were birth place of Bill or 
'Lord' North. 

The books of 1902 and 1904 seem to contradict each other about the 
parentage of William, Bill or 'Lord' North as he is variously referred to. The 
1902 book says Judy had a son called John O'Judy's and that William was 
also one of her sons. The 1904 book, however, tells us that when Judy married 
Joseph North she had one son, John O'Judy's, and Joseph had 'some children 
and amongst the most noted of them were two sons', which are later named 
as Wm or Bill North and Benjamin North. 

Parker is fond of saying things happened 'long ago' or in the instance of 
the making of the public gardens by the North family 'many long years ago'. 
He does, though, give some helpful dates: 

• John O'Judy's died in March 18692 
Judy herself died in 1870 aged over 80 years 2 

• The pleasure gardens were broken up by Amos Kellet after John's 
death in 18692 

• Bill North died at Storr Hillside on 21st November 1881 in his 65th 
year I 

• Benjamin North died in Norwood Green in March 1903 .3 He left 
two daughters, the Misses North, school mistresses at Norwood 
Green Village School. 
Numbers in superscript refer to the book titles noted earlier. 

What were the woods called? 
In his books, Parker calls the local beauty spot and 'pic-nic' place beloved 

of local inhabitants either 'Judy Brig' or 'Horse Close Bridge'. In an earlier 
reference on page 89 (2) when mentioning Royds Hall, he tells us that in the 
cottages just below the hall (Horse Close Cottages) lives Barrett Hodgson 
and his son, who are the game keepers and woodmen of Royds Hall Woods. 
He further informs us 'that visitors in summer time can have tea and 
refreshments at Mr Hodgson's'. Horse Close Cottages are just across the fields 
above Horse Close Bridge, so it would appear that in the early 1900's the 
woods were called Royds Hall Woods. This is confirmed by Johnnie Gray in 
his 1890 book One Hundred and Eighty Pleasant Walks around Bradford. Horse 
Close Bridge or Brig is mentioned in Routes 109,117 and 118 and Royds Hall 
Wood in Route 42. In the 1898 article in the Illustrated Bradford Weekly Gazette 
Parker himself calls the spot Horse Close Bridge. 

On consulting Round About Bradford by William Cudworth (1875) we find 
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that he too talks about Horse Close Bridge and Royds Hall Woods, but he 
also quotes a disconcertingly familiar story concerning the Vicar of Wibsey 
Chapel. 

What about the Vicar's visit? 
Cudworth's tale is very similar to that which Parker retells some twenty-
seven years later. 3 The gist of the story is that the vicar on one of his visits to 
the gardens at Horse Close Bridge selects a plant, but when reminded by the 
lady of the gardens that he has not paid responds that first he must see if the 
plant is to thrive or not. Later, the same lady visits his church to have a child 
baptised, and as she leaves the vestry is reminded that she has not paid the 
vicar his fees, whereupon she responds in like manner that she too will wait 
to see if the object in question thrives. 

Both stories obviously refer to the same incident and both tell us the 
baptism in question was that of Bill North. Both agree that the vicar was the 
Revd Roger Powell and Cudworth helpfully adds that he took up the post in 
1804 and died in 1833. He says the vicar was paying his usual visit to the 
gardens of Old North and both accounts recall his conversations there with 
Mrs North. However, Parker says this is a traditional story about Judy and 
the joke she played on the vicar, and the final words at the baptism are put 
onto the lips of Judy too. 

Who lived at Horse Close Cottages? 
On consulting the various census records it would appear that two families 
called North were living in the cottages near the bridge in 1841. Joseph and 
Betty North, both aged around 50 years, were living together with six children 
including a William and a Benjamin (the children referred to in Parker's 
books). Both Joseph and William North are said to be gardeners. In another 
house is John North aged 70, also a gardener, and Martha North aged 50. 
With them are four young adults surnamed Holmes. Could John North be 
the father of Joseph North? The 1841 census doesn't tell us the relationship of 
the various people in each household and the ages of adults are only given to 
the nearest five years. Often assumptions about the relationships in the 1841 
census can be confirmed by comparing households with the 1851 details, but 
at Horse Close Bridge this doesn't work as none of those in the Joseph and 
Betty North household are listed. Instead we have Judith Ellis aged 56, a 
widow and 'gardeneress' employing one man, and her son John Barraclough, 
aged 28, a gardener. Next door Martha North, now aged sixty is a widow. 
Only William Holmes from the last census is still living with her, together 
with his wife. He is identified as her son aged 30 and a coal miner. This 
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would suggest that Martha was John North's second wife and the Holmes 
children are from her first marriage. 

On the 1861 census only one house remains occupied at Horse Close Bridge 
and there we find John Barraclough aged 38, a gardener, and his mother, 
Judith Barraclough, a widow aged 66 and a dealer in sweetmeats. 

By the time of the 1871 census the cottages have been demolished. 

JudithIludy who? 
The not very common Christian name Judith, together with a son called John, 
suggests that this is Judy North and John O'Judy's. But why the different 
surname for Judy in each census and why isn't she Judith North? 

The Marriage Register of St Peter's Bradford (now the Cathedral) helps to 
explain this: 

5 October 1810 
Joseph North and Betty Hodgson 

1 November 1819 
Joseph Barraclough, Weaver of this parish, and Judith Stocks, 
Spinster of this parish 

lO' April 1833 
Isaac Jowett, Comber of this parish, and Judith Barraclough, widow 
of this parish 
(Both make their marks X) 

27th August 1847 
Joseph Ellis North, aged 57, a Widower and a Gardener of North 
Bierley, father John North, a Gardener, and Judith Jowett, aged 53, a 
Widow of Wibsey Slack, father Joshua Stocks, a Carter 
(Joseph signs the register and Judy makes her mark X) 

As Wibsey was just a chapel of ease, couples had to make the journey to the 
Parish Church of St Peter to be married, and all three of Judy's marriage took 
place there. The first to Joseph Barraclough, a weaver when she was aged 23 
in 1819. They had at least four children, but only John, born in 1823, survived 
childhood. By 1833Josephhas died and on lOAprilJudy married IsaacJowett. 
The 1841 census finds her living at Slackside, Wibsey with Isaac, a 
woolcomber, and she is described as stuff weaver. Son John Barraclough is 
15 years old and an iron miner. Isaac died aged 72 years on 5 February 1845. 
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The cause of his death was asthma. It must have been a great change for both 
Judy and John when they moved to the cottage by the pleasure gardens at 
the bridge. John changed his occupation from miner to gardener and both 
took over the running of the gardens after the death of Judy's third husband, 
Joseph North, whom she had married in 1847. 

Surprisingly, given the unusual name, there are two possible baptism 
entries for Judy. The first at Wibsey Chapel (now Holy Trinity, Low Moor) 
for the baptism of Judith Stocks, the daughter of Joseph Stocks of Royds 
Hall, husbandman, on 251  February 1795. There is also an entry at St Peter's, 
Bradford, on 281 March 1796 for Judy, the illegitimate daughter of Mary 
Stocks of Wibsey. At her marriage to Joseph North she gave her father's name 
as Joshua not Joseph, but as there is no way of knowing the name of the 
father of the illegitimate Judy North that doesn't help. 

Judy was only married to Joseph for some two and half years. He died on 
3,d April 1850 aged 61 'of old age'. His occupation was given as gardener. His 
death was registered under the name of Joseph North Ellis by John 
Barraclough. 

It seems likely that the entry as Judith Barraclough in the 1861 census was 
either a misunderstanding or a clerical error on the part of the enumerator, 
who presumed that being John's mother she would share his surname. 

The use of the surname Ellis in the 1861 census is interesting. Judy's late 
husband Joseph is usually referred to as simply Joseph North, but at the 
baptism of one of his ten children he is referred to as Joseph Ellis North. 
Interestingly, this is the only baptism performed by the assistant curate, L. 
Hind. All the others were by the Revd Roger Powell, the vicar who appears 
in the Cudworth/Parker baptism story. Instances of Joseph being called Joseph 
North Ellis or Joseph Ellis North suggests an alias or illegitimacy. As yet a 
baptism has not been found for either a Joseph Ellis or a Joseph North around 
1789/90 (the birth date as suggested by his age at marriage and death). 
However there are baptism entries at Wibsey in the 1780's for children of a 
John Ellis North and Betty Pickersgill. Betty might be the first wife of the 
John who later married Martha Holmes, but as yet this is not proven. But if 
he is one and the same person then the illegitimacy/alias could be in an earlier 
generation. 

Where is she buried? 
In Wibsey Chapel (Holy Trinity, Low Moor) there is large, flat gravestone 
with the following inscriptions: 
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In memory of Jacob the son of Joseph and Elizabeth North 
of Horse Close Bridge, North Bierley, 

who departed this life June 24, 1836 aged 22 years. 
PREPARE TO FOLLOW ME 

Also Elizabeth wife of the above Joseph North 
who departed this life July 19, 1846 aged 58 years 

SHE WAS A GOOD WIFE AND AN INDULGENT PARENT 

Also at Wibsey, but in the Burial Registers, can be found: 

22 July 1846 Elizabeth North, aged 58 years, of Horse Close Bridge 
7 April 1850 Joseph (Ellis) North, aged 61 years of Low Moor 
20 March 1870 Judy North, aged 75 years of Low Moor 

Unfortunately, the Burial Registers at Wibsey Chapel give no indication of 
which grave people are buried in, but because there is plenty of space for 
extra entries on the grave stone quoted above, it seems reasonable to assume 
that Joseph is buried with his son Jacob and first wife Elizabeth and it must 
be very likely that Judy rests in the same grave too 

Who was Old North? 
Joseph's father, John, is buried in the now disused and rather derelict, Wesley 
Place Wesleyan Methodist graveyard, a little further down Cleckheaton Road 
from Wibsey Chapel. Other entries in the Wesley Place Registers suggest 
thatJohn's second wife Martha Holmes (née Hudson) was herself a Methodist 
and buried John there rather than with the rest of his family at Wibsey Chapel. 
One of Joseph's sons, John North, a timber merchant born in 1815, was very 
committed to the Wesleyan Chapel at Wesley Place and became one of the 
Trustees. Perhaps his step-grandmother who married his grandfather John 
North at St Peter's 14th May 1827 encouraged young John to join the Wesleyans. 

John North died on 6" December 1849, aged 83 years, and his son Joseph 
the following year aged 61 years. With this evidence it would point to John 
being the Old North of whom Cudworth speaks and Betty Hodgson, the first 
Mrs North, identified as the lady whose sharp wit inspired the story of the 
Baptism by the Revd Roger Powell. 

What did Judy look like? 
Parker's books have many illustrations and the three referred to above have 
various photographs and line drawings of Judy Bridge and the North family. 
One particularly fine photograph entitled 'John O'Judy's likeness taking' has 



also appeared in two of Gary Firth's books. In addition to those in Parker's 
book there are another three photographs whose origin I have been unable 
to determine. One appeared in the Telegraph and Argus in the early 1990's and 
was submitted by Mr Derek Tordoff of Mostyn Grove, Wibsey. He has since 
died and its current whereabouts is unknown. It has also featured in Wyke 
Local History Group's book by Grace Carter Wiche is Wyke, published in 1988. 

Another two photographs came into my possession only recently as a 
result of an article in the Telegraph and Argus about the Friends of Judy Woods. 
It was given by Mr Peter Harrison who had found it amongst the effects of 
his late father. Percy Harrison had a photographer's shop at 687 Little Horton 
Lane from 1951 to 1970. The photographs had come into his possession at 
some point and he had made good copies of them. I now have the original 
glass ambrotypes complete with their gold-effect tin frames. I suspect the 
other photograph referred to above was also an ambrotype as it, too, seems 
to be in a similar oval tin frame. 

'Mrs North'. Line drawing from Parker's Illustrated History. 

This line drawing of 'Mrs North' bears a resemblance to the older woman in 
the photographs identified as Judy. The woman in the drawing looks younger 
than on the photographs and although only her head and shoulders are shown 
she does not seem plump. None of the photographs show Judy as a large 
woman and this is surprising as the name 'Gurt Judy' suggests a person of 
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Judy and Son O"Judy (Photo courtesy of Friends of Judy Woods) 

ample proportions. Judy's death certificate of 17th March 1870, when she was 
living at Salt Horn (and confirming Parker) states that she was 75 years old, 
the widow of John [sic] North, a gardener, might offer a clue. She died from 
'Paralysis 6 years, softening of the brain'. Nowadays we might have said she 
had had a stroke and suffered from Alzheimer's disease. Perhaps she had 
wasted away since the stroke, and by the time the photographs were taken 
she was no longer 'gurt'? 

This is one of the ambrotypes marked 'Judy and Son O'Judy". The lady is 
almost certainly Judy North but the man is far too thin to be her son John 
Barraclough. I think it was taken outside the house at Horse Close Bridge as 
there are similarities to the house shown in some of the photographs and 
line drawings. 

This second photograph was marked 'John Ojudy and his drinking pals'. 
None of these men in their Sunday-best collars and lies and sporting a variety 
of hat styles looks like the man indentified by Parker as Judy's son John 
Barraclough. There are obviously out enjoying themselves and most can be 
seen puffing on a clay pipe. Look carefully at the man in the middle. In one 
hand he is prominently displaying a glass of something and in the other 
holds what could be a petticoat tail of shortbread. On the table, behind the 
upturned mug, is a pile of flatten biscuit rounds, the top one with a piece 
missing. I suspect it is not a shortbread petticoat tail which the man is 

a 
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displaying for the camera but a segment of ginger bread. The various jugs, 
bottles and glasses must surely contain Judy's celebrated ginger beer! 

A legend is born 
When Parker came to write his histories in the early 1900s, John and Joseph 
North had been dead for over fifty years, and Judy for thirty. Joseph's son, 
Bill North, who died in 1881, seems to have been quite a character and a 
'physical force' chartist. No doubt stories about them were still passed on as 
part of local folk lore. Another of Joseph's sons, Benjamin, died in March 
1903, and it may be that his daughters, the school mistresses at Norwood 
Green, gave Parker some of the details about the North family. William 
Appleton was still alive and he may have provided the photographs, but it's 
a mystery where the line drawings came from, unless it was someone regularly 
used by the Gazette. 

Parker's books provided information about Judy and the Norths to a whole 
new generation. At that time the bridge already bore her name and not too 
many years would pass before Royds Hall Great Wood, Low Wood, 
Gannerthorpe Wood, Old Hanna Wood and Jagger Park Wood would 
collectively be known as Judy Woods. I suspect that without James Parker's 
writings we would be asking 'Judy who?' 

Son O'Judy and drinking pals (Photo courtesy Friends of Judy Woods) 
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SIR GEORGE SCOTT ROBERTSON 
LIBERAL MP FOR BRADFORD CENTRAL, 1906-1916 

By Dorothy Anderson 

Photo courtesy of Bradford Libraries, Archives and Museum Service 

EARLY IN DECEMBER 1902, the Executive Committee of the Bradford Liberal 
Association met to discuss the selection of a candidate to contest the Bradford 
Central Division, a seat currently held by a Liberal Unionist (the party 
supporting the Conservatives in government). It was agreed unanimously to 
invite Sir George Scott Robertson, as prospective candidate, to address the 
Association. As an introduction to Sir George, the Bradford Weekly Telegraph 
published a 'pen-portrait', which, in reflecting on Robertson's outstanding 
career in India as apolitical officer and on his national reputation as a hero of 
the siege of Chitral, was generally favourable: 'his modesty unimpaired', 'he 
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has preserved his Liberal views', 'not a typical Anglo-Indian'. On 22nd 
December Sir George addressed the Association, spoke at length, with 
substance and knowledge. He then retired, and the Association announced 
proudly that Sir George would be the Liberal candidate for Bradford Central 
at the next election.' 

If it was perhaps a surprising choice, it was a good one. Robertson was all 
that the 'pen-portrait' had revealed, but much more. His career had already 
embraced medical and military matters, scientific and ethnographical studies, 
manufacturing and commerce, and now politics. If the career had been 
unusual, so too was Robertson's background, a background that reveals much 
about his character, the diversity of his interests, and his Liberal convictions. 

Robertson was born in 1852. His parents came originally from the Orkneys 
and settled in London. By 1845 his father was an established pawnbroker in 
Southwark, and the Robertson children were brought up in reasonable 
affluence, embued with discipline, resolution and ambitions originating from 
Orkney traditions. George Scott Robertson was the second of three sons, two 
of whom became doctors, the other an accountant. There was schooling in 
Edinburgh, an apprenticeship to an apothecary in London, training at 
Westminster Medical School, and qualifying in 1876 as Licentiate of the Society 
of Apothecaries and in 1877 as a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons. 
He entered the Indian Army Medical Service, and in January 1878 sailed for 
India, to be immediately involved with preparations for war in Afghanistan. 

It was a dramatic introduction to India and the wartime rigours of his 
new profession. He served with the Kabul field force in and around Kabul 
and at Sherpur, organising and superintending ambulances (he was awarded 
the campaign medal with clasp). It had also been an introduction to the high 
mountains, and Robertson was enthralled by the landscape, inaccessible 
peaks, deep ravines, and attracted by the myths of long lost people, 
descendants of Alexander's armies. After the war came the adjustment to the 
peacetime routine of an army medical officer acting as a civil doctor, moving 
from station to station within the United Provinces districts. He married in 
1882, the daughter of a colonel, and a daughter was born. In 1886 his wife 
died and, with his daughter in family care, Robertson, looking for a career 
change, entered the Indian Foreign Department. 

Almost immediately came a major opportunity for action and 
advancement when, in 1888, he was chosen by Captain Algernon Durand as 
a companion on a mission to northern Kashmir, to investigate hostilities 
among the small independent states, to ascertain the spread of Russian 
influence, and to examine the re-establishment of the British Agency in Gilgit. 
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For four months the two men travelled throughout the region, visiting 
dignitaries, establishing allegiances, delighting in the mountains and the 
people. A close bond developed between the two; Robertson calm, quiet-
spoken; Durand clever, handsome, impulsive, with a family background of 
service in India. They visited Chitral, the small independent state north of 
Afghanistan, at the invitation of its rular, the long established Mehtar. 
Robertson was interested in Kafiristan, the buffer state between Chitral and 
Afghanistan, and queried the possibility of a visit there. The Mehtar promised 
his support. 

Durand's recommendation to re-open the Gilgit Agency was approved, 
and the appointments were made, Colonel Durand as Political Agent and 
Surgeon-Major Robertson as Medical Officer. The two men re-traced their 
route to Gilgit. But Robertson's priorities had changed - as Durand noted, he 
was now 'wild to go into Kafiristan'- and had already begun preparations 
for a scientific visit, consulting the Royal Geographical Society for advice. 
With governmental approval and some assistance from the Mehtar, he made 
a preliminary visit in October 1889, followed by an extended stay. 

For almost a year Robertson lived among the Kafirs. It was a desolate 
experience: he was overwhelmed, rejected, threatened, and though not a total 
prisoner, was rarely allowed to travel beyond one village. He made the most 
of these restricted conditions, which gave him time and opportunities to study 
their pagan society, and he was careful and disciplined in making notes. His 
description of the basic characteristics of that society was terse: 'bloodshed, 
assassination, blackmailing'. And complementing these, thieving, lying, 
avarice, quarrelling. He also disproved the myths of a long lost people. 
Throughout he remained resolute, patient, calm, listening and learning, 
developing lifetime skills in negotiating. By the end of his stay he had 
succeeded, to some extent, in gaining acceptance and respect from the Kafirs.2 

He arrived back in Gilgit in October 1891 to find extensive military 
preparations under way for a punitive expedition against Hunza-Naga, two 
mountain fortress states which were actively welcoming Russian and Chinese 
advances. Durand had planned the campaign carefully, but on the first day 
he was severely wounded, the attack faltered, and there was a possibility of 
defeat. Robertson took over as chief political officer, kept the force in position, 
and the two forts were captured. Durand acknowledged that it was 
Robertson's strength of will and determined support of the junior officers 
that had ensured success. There were various awards, including VCs, to those 
junior officers. Robertson was mentioned in despatches, made Companion 
of the Order of the Star of India, and received the medal with clasp. 

With Durand on extended recuperative leave, Robertson continued as 
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political officer in Gilgit. When uprisings threatened the Indus valley, he 
undertook an expedition against the independent forts along the river. He 
proved an energetic, skilful and successful military leader, showing 'the 
sublime disregard for odds which characterised him', Durand noted, and 
the important fort of Chilas came under British control. At the end of 1894 
Robertson became the British Agent in Gilgit.3 

At the beginning of 1895 internal rivalries in Chitral following the death 
of the old Mehtar threatened conflict throughout the region a opposing forces 
and rival leaders crossed the borders. Robertson was instructed to march 
with a small force to Chitral with the aim to approve the new Mehtar and 
keep the peace. But there were misjudgments and miscalculations. There 
was an attack on Robertson's force, an ambush, and a retreat in disarray into 
Chitral fort. For seven weeks more than five hundred people, including 137 
non-combatants, were besieged. Aid in the form of two British and Indian 
relief forces came relatively fast. 

Responsibilty during those weeks rested with Robertson as chief political 
officer, with two British officers in military command. His diary provides a 
detailed record of endurance and ingenuity in combating boredom and 
despair. There were frightening attacks, the awfulness of their conditions, 
the resilience of the British officers, the bravery of the Sikhs. On 19°' April 
their captors left and the first British force arrived. Later Robertson summed 
up his own view of the siege in the subtitle to his published account: ... the 
story of a minor siege. 

There were awards to the British officers and the Indian troops. Robertson 
was made a Knight Commander of the Star of India, with every prospect of 
continuing a splendid career in India. Instead, he returned to England on 
long furlough, and resigned. There was an immediate reason: health and 
exhaustion. He had endured so much over the past five years, 'only tiredness, 
a tiredness of brain and eyes remained'. 

There were other long term reasons. Robertson was fortunate. He could 
contemplate a life away from India and was ready to embark on new careers. 
He already had established interests as a scientist; his family background 
had prepared him for possibilities in commercial and business activities; he 
was ready to take an active part in politics as a Liberal. There were also 
personal matters: he had married again in 1894, and his new wife, Mrs Mary 
Gertrude Bell, a widow and daughter of the fashionable portrait painter 
Samuel Lawrence, was ready to introduce him to a different society and new 
friends. There was also his daughter, with whom he was barely acquainted. 

Immediately were the books he wanted to complete. His account of the 
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Chitral siege was published in 1898, and his major work, The Kafirs of the 
Hindu-Kush, published in 1896, is an impressive ethnographical study based 
on his detailed confidential report and including the equally detailed and 
graphic account taken from his diaries, of his solitary experience.' The 
following year he was in Canada as a member of the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science, travelling through the country and, at the 
Association's meeting in Toronto, presenting a paper on Kafiristan and its 
people (and receiving the honorary degree of Doctor of Civil Law from Trinity 
University). In September 1900, when the British Association met in Bradford, 
Robertson was convener of the Geographical Section. In his opening address, 
'Political geography and the British Empire', he analysed the consequences 
for trade and the Empire of advances in communications and the shrinkage 
of distances through improved facilities for travel. 

These convictions, based on his own experiences of India and travel, 
influenced his choice of business ventures. By 1904 he had become chairman 
of a company involved in the manufacture of railways, shipbuilding, electric 
lighting, the telegraph, overseas contractors to various government ministries, 
and was also vice-chairman of another company manufacturing railway 
carriages, tramways and rolling stock.' 

Robertson was also embarking on the processes which would lead to 
Parliament. In 1899 he was accepted as Liberal candidate for the constituency 
of Stirlingshire, but it was not until an election was imminent in October 
1900 (the 'khaki' election) that he became a visible candidate, making his first 
speech in Borinybridge at the end of August (and travelling to Bradford for 
the BA meeting). He campaigned energetically, speaking knowledgeably on 
national matters, but was hampered as 'a stranger'. He reduced the 
Conservative majority and lost, so the local Liberal paper judged, not because 
of his politics but because his opponent was a local man.6 

In planning his next political venture he took careful account of the Stirling 
experience. Bradford Central was a constituency more suited to his radical 
Liberal convictions: more working men in Parliament, payment of Ml's, 
women's suffrage, pensions for soldier's widows, reform of the House of 
Lords. His major handicap was his years in India with the aura of militarism 
and imperialism. He, and the local Liberal party, combated criticism by 
emphasing his connections with commerce, in his first address he stated 
boldly, 'I stand before you as a businessman'. He refuted accusations that he 
had been a military man, explaining that he had lived among soldiers for a 
long time, had gone through four campaigns, and had been severely 
wounded. 
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He also made sure he got to know Bradford, its people, interests and 
needs, intimately. He described its major - and admirable - characteristics as 
'a hard-headed sagacity' in business and commerce, and a love of art and 
music. In his constituency speeches (and he spoke at length) he continued to 
deal knowledgeably with national problems and related these to Bradford, 
providing detailed facts and figures on exports and manufacturing. In his 
opinion, Bradford and its prosperity was 'a very sensitive barometer to the 
trade of the country'. 

The election of January 1906 was held in a political atmosphere very 
different from that of 1900, and the polls reflected the country's reaction against 
the Conservatives. Bradford Central was one of many Liberal gains, with 
Robertson's majority over a thousand - 1,340 (in a total vote of nearly ten 
thousand). The next four years were to be a robust introduction to 
parliamentary life, with Campbell-Bannerman as Prime Minister and an 
inexperienced House of Commons eager for Liberal action, constantly 
frustrated by Conservatives blocking that action by using their major weapon, 
the veto of the House of Lords. The crisis came in 1909, when Lloyd George's 
budget was rejected. An election followed in January 1910. The Liberal 
government was returned and the Parliament Bill restricting the power of 
the Lords was introduced in April.7 In December 1910 another election took 
place on the death of Edward VII. Robertson kept his seat for Bradford Central 
on both occasions with majorities of 1,641 and 1,296 respectively. 

As a parliamentarian Robertson was not prominent with speeches nor in 
seeking to advance his political career, but he was consistent with questions. 
More importantly for Bradford he was a good constituency MI', shrewd in 
raising questions of relevance to Bradford's interests; and also on matters 
relating to his knowledge of India and other countries. With the outbreak of 
war his questions became pertinent, if not impertinent! In November 1915 he 
asked about the apparent problem of aged generals, pointing out that 
'inefficiency is generally the result of the age of the generals'. In another 
question to the Prime Minister he named generals, asking whether bethought 
'that officers of that age have a sufficient combined mental and physical energy 

(here the Speaker intervened). Robertson also questioned, with specific 
details at hand, the grievances arising from inequalities in the conditions for 
the Indian army forces serving outside India; the Minister's response was 
bland, that inquiries would be made.' 

In the last years of his life, Robertson lived in London, in Chelsea's Cheyne 
Walk. He was involved in more personal matters, a friendship that was so 
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important to him that, as his health faltered, he made bequests in his will 
outside of his wife and daughter, to 'his Mend', the Dowager Lady Braboume.9 
He died on the 2"1 of January, 1916, leaving an estate that was considerable, 
£59,000. Indeed, Robertson had not been 'a typical Anglo-Indian'! 

He had been - perhaps an inheritance from his Orkney background - 

tough, resolute, down-to-earth, shrewd, prepared to take action on behalf of 
others, and ambitious for himself and for others, like him, who had emerged 
from a lesser background into the ranks of the privileged. 

Footnotes 
See: Scrapbook of newspaper cuttings, 1902-04, relating to Robertson's 
political activities, Bradford Central Library. 

2 For an account of his visit see: Anderson, D., 'The last visitor to 
Kafiristan', Soldiers of the Queen, Issue 113, June 2003. 
The activities of the two men in Gilgit are recounted in: 
Durand, A., The making ofafrontier:five years' experiences and adventures 
in Gilgit, Hunza Nagar, Chitral, and the eastern Hindu-Kush, (1909), and 
Anderson, 0., 'The Mends at Gilgit, 1888-1895: Algernon Durand and 
George Scott Robertson', Journal of the Society for Army Historical 
Research, to be published in 2004. 
Robertson, G. S., Kafiristan and its people. (1895) 
The Kafirs of the Hindu-Kush. (1896, reprinted 1998) 
Chitral: the story of a minor siege. (1898, reprinted 1991) 
One of these companies is still active, now known as Bolton Copper 
Ltd. 

6 Stirling Observer, 17 October 1900. 
The Bill finally passed the Lords in August 1911, to become the 
Parliament Act. 

8 Hansard, 10 November 1915, Cols 1155, 1166. 
There are no records in the Mountbatten Archives of any association 
of Robertson with the family. 
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CLECKHEATON'S MEDICAL PROVISON - AN INQUIRY 
1850-1875 

By Alec Thomas 

MY INQUIRY INTO the medical provision in Cleckheaton covered a wide 
range of sources such as census data, trade directories, minute books, archives 
and the local newspaper. Any medical connections were noted and collated. 

The starting point of this study was to consult the Census Enumerators' 
Books for the years 1841, 1851, 1861 andl87l. The quality of the entries 
ultimately depended on the answers by householders, so occupational data 
is not always made clear. An example of this is the listing of one gentleman in 
the 1841 census as being a 'farrier and bone setter', becoming in the 1851 
census a 'surgeon'. His occupation is later more accurately described as 'cow 
doctor' in Whites Directory of 1853, although his widow had 'surgeon' inscribed 
on his gravestone. Part time occupations, especially of women, were mostly 
ignored. We suspect that some ladies were regularly engaged ma midwifery 
capacity, supplying nursing help, and offering traditional cures and advice. 

Another valuable source was the local newspaper, the Cleckheaton 
Advertiser. The newspaper contained on its pages, long and regular 
advertisements for fringe medical providers. Industrial accidents appeared 
to be accepted as an inevitable part of industrial life. Young children were 
constantly catching their clothes and persons in the machinery of the factories. 
The laconic reporting of sometimes horrific accidents to work people is useful 
in revealing how medical treatment was offered, and to where the casualty 
was conveyed (mostly to their own home). 

The Minute Book of the Bradford Dispensary 1845-1880 was examined 
for evidence of treatment to Cleckheaton patients, without success, as the 
information in them was mostly concerned with staffing matters, evidence 
of salaries paid, and the qualifications required from surgeons. These indicate 
that the standards expected were becoming higher in the period of this study. 
The only evidence pertaining to Cleckheaton concerned the employment of 
Dr. J. B. Bennett as house surgeon for three years, 1845-48. This gentleman 
was one of the two qualified practitioners who operated in Cleckheaton for 
the whole period of this study. 

The Minute Book Bradford Medico-Chirurgical Society 1863-1885 (this 
being the nearest Medical Society to Cleckheaton) was consulted for evidence 
of membership by any doctors practicing in Cleckheaton. It was found that 
the later generation of Cleckheaton doctors became members in the 1880's, 
but not the two who practiced in Cleckheaton 1850-75. 
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How did the working classes pay for qualified medical care? The minutes 
of a local friendly society states that arrangements were to be made to pay 
'Dr. Sykes to attend sick members for the sum of 2/6d per year for every 
member in the Lodge". The Doctor was paid £5.00 quarterly for this service. 
The annual subscription of £2.00, which the Lodge sent to Harrogate Bath 
Hospital, enabled further medical care to be provided if required by the 
membership. The Lodge charged two pounds for admission to membership. 
This suggests that the membership would be made up of mostly skilled 
working class. 

How did people who could not afford to join friendly societies manage to 
obtain medical care? The answer for a small proportion of the population 
may be found by examining the records of the Poor Law Union. Cleckheaton 
was part of a very large Union based at the Workhouse in Clayton, near 
Bradford. Most Cleckheaton paupers were treated on an outpatient's basis. 
The Poor Law Minutes show that medical treatment by the Poor Law doctor 
was reserved not for the sick poor, but for the destitute sick. The Poor Law 
relieving officer made the decision of who was treated on the basis firstly on 
economic grounds, then on medical needs: 

Medical Officer to be notified by relieving officer of each district, a list 
of such aged and infirm patients ... permanently sick and disabled 
in order to facilitate the obtaining of attendance and medicine from 
the Medical Officer by permanently paupers in need of such aid.' 

The Poor Law doctor Dr. Sykes was paid five pounds for his services, 
plus vaccination and extra medical fees. Thus we find that the only system of 
officially organized qualified medical provision applied only to a very small 
proportion of people. 

The question of the qualifications and circumstances of the two medical 
practitioners who, for almost the whole of the twenty five years we are 
studying and who were responsible for providing qualified medical treatment 
in Cleckheaton, may be partly answered by our sources. 

The first doctor was Benjamin Clifford Sykes, who was born in Cleckheaton 
in 1822. He is found in the 1841 census living in the household of Dr. Robson, 
to whom he was an 'app surgeon'. By 1851, Dr. Robson had died and we find 
that B. C. Sykes was 'MRCS London, Graduate University of St Andrew. He 
lived in the centre of town, having married late (aged 46) a daughter of a mill 
owner. He had no children and the practice was taken over by his nephew, 
Dr. J. Sykes. On his death in 1891 he left personal estate £8,031. 

The other practitioner was Joseph Blacker Bennett, born at Almondbury 
in 1819, the son of a surgeon. He served as house surgeon 1845-48 at the 
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Bradford Dispensary'. He also married the daughter of a Cleckheaton mill 
owner, and in the 1851 census we find his household consists of a wife, a 
one-month-old baby, and a nurse. His qualifications are listed MRCS LSAL. 
By the 1871 census he had acquired one cook and one housemaid. Dr. Bennett 
retired to Bradford where he died at the age of 78, leaving effects of £6,705. 
His body was brought back to Cleckheaton for burial.' 

It is reasonable to assume that both doctors had modest financial success, 
but the tables given below show that Cleckheaton does not appear to have 
attracted other doctors to practice there. 

Year Cleckheaton Population Doctors Ratio of Medical 
Practitioners to Population 

1851 5151 3 1:1717 
1861 6231 2 1:3115 
1871 8138 2 1:4069 

(Source: Census Enumerators' Books 1851, 1861, 1871) 

It is probable that a large proportion of this rise in the population was mostly 
in the industrial working classes, who did not consult medical practitioners 
as a general rule. 

The lack of a hospital is a significant factor in the difference of qualified 
medical provision in Cleckheaton and its larger neighbour Bradford. Hospitals 
attract ambitious medical men, giving them the opportunity to mix with their 
peers, both on medical and social levels. This encourages a sharpening of 
skills and the acquisition of a good professional reputation. In contrast, 
Cleckheaton practitioners may have become isolated professionally, and in 
this small medical backwater would lack the stimulus of their colleagues in 
Bradford. The lack of a hospital must have had a detrimental effect on patients 
involved in serious accidents, casualties having to be carried by horse 
ambulance to the railway station, then by train to Bradford, before a further 
journey to the hospital. 

Cleckheaton appears from census returns to be a raw industrial town at 
this time. It was only later, when residential areas were developed, that 
architects, solicitors and other professionals would add to the number of 
those seeking qualified medical care. 
On moving from qualified to unqualified care, we find the records 

fragmentary and in most cases non-existent. Census returns and trade 
directories show an increase in the number of chemists and druggists from 
two in 1851 to four in 1871. It is reasonable to assume that the increase in the 

-24-



Cleckheaton population over this period consisted of people who would 
obtain their medical provision from the chemist or druggist, rather from a 
doctor. 

The local newspaper contains inspiring advertising for quack medicine: 

THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS REMEDY 

IMMEDIATE RELIEF! CERTAIN CURE!! 

The Marvellous Curative property of HARPER TWELVE TREES 

VIRGINIAN GUM 1/11 / 2d per box 
GO GET SOME!! The wounded are healed. The Lame walk. 

(Cleckheaton Advertiser 1864) 

Evidence of self help medical provision is further shown when a chemist 
displays firmly in his advertisement: 

FAMILY RECIPES accurately compounded with genuine drugs 
(Cleckheaton Advertiser 1871) 

Long and regular columns of advertising for quack cures are displayed in 
this paper, suggesting a flourishing and well patronised form of medical 
provision. The names of the chemists did not alter much over many years, 
suggesting that they were patronised on a regular basis and indicating 
extensive use of self-help medical provision. 

Contemporary records are not to be relied on for occupational data as the 
example of a Mr S. Halliday shows. In 1870 he is described as a 'herbalist'7and 
five years later, the same gentleman offered free consultations: 

S. Halliday, M.D.U.S. Doctor of Medicine of the Eclectic Medical 
College of Pennsylvania, Member of the British Medical Reform Ass. 
England.' 

He was still in business as late as 1893. This appears to show the enduring 
popularity of the fringe medical provision. The largely unrecorded part played 
by folk medicine has been commented on by a number of researchers: 'The 
boundaries between fringe and core medicine was frequently vague" and 
'the great bulk of Victorians relied, in times of illness, not upon doctors or 
hospitals, but upon the practice of traditional folk medicine, and upon local 
communal expertise'.'° The traditional field of self-help medicine is still 
functioning on a huge scale today. 

-25-



In conclusion, we observe that the market-led system of medical provision 
inevitably led to wide variations of quality and range. Wealth and social 
position influenced the kind of medical need required, and how this need 
was met. There appeared to be a lack of concerted efforts by the community, 
local government and the national government to organise a better system of 
medical provision which would be based on need, regardless of wealth and 
status. 

Three aspects of medical care appear to be of significance. Firstly, in the 
qualified sector, the insular nature of the small, valley-bottom town may have 
led to the two doctors towards a complacent and self-satisfied professional 
attitude; their non-membership of the Medical Society in Bradford is an 
indication of lack of interest. Secondly, the thriving Friendly Societies in 
Cleckheaton at this time gives proof of the working classes developing self 
help in an organised manner. Thirdly the largely unrecorded part played by 
folk medicine is important. 

Local women well versed in coping with the trials and tribulations of 
life, were more important than formal doctors for much of the 
population ... particularly true in the important area of pregnancy, 
childbirth and childcare, where the wisdom (sometimes the 
foolishness) of experienced women ... provided medical care." 
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A WARTIME FIREMAN'S MEMORIES 

By Joseph Kitson as told to John Allison 

JOSEPH KITSON BOUGHT copies of 'The Antiquary' to send to relatives in 
Australia and the U.S.A. When I delivered the journals he spoke about his wartime 
experiences in the Auxiliary and National Fire Services. I arranged to spend some 
time with Joseph to record his memories on tape. This article is an edited version of 
Mr Kitson's story. As it was told verbally all names have been recorded phonetically 
and are not necessarily spelt correctly. John Allison, 2003. 

Childhood Recollections 
Joseph Kitson was born in 1905 in Cheshire. He spent his childhood in 
Bramhall in Lancashire where many Manchester businessmen lived and 
travelled daily to the city by train. In those days the area was very rural and 
Joseph remembered dewponds containing sticklebacks and fishing with 
cotton and pins from the bridge over the Bramhall brook at Hazelgrove. He 
remembers wagonettes on their way from Manchester and he saw his first 
aeroplane when one landed in a ploughed field near his home before World 
War 1. 

Life was not all games and play and Joseph had some work to do. One of 
his tasks was to take dinners to operatives at Valley Mill outside Hazeigrove. 
An old lady, called Mrs Marshall, gave him slices of bread and jam while she 
prepared the meals. He took them in two baskets covered with red 
handkerchiefs to the mill where he and twenty other children waited for 'the 
penny hole man' to let them in to the waiting workers. For this he was paid 
1/- per week. He had another chore, going to Wharfburners' Colliery coal 
yard for bags of coal and selling them for 2d. He recalls buying fruit from the 
local market for 2d per basket and as there was little traffic it was safe to pick 
blackberries from the roadsides. Children then were generally too busy to 
get into trouble but if they were caught stealing apples, they were 'down at 
the Town Hall' for a birthing. 

Move to Bradford 
Joseph did not say why he moved to Bradford but in the 1930's he was working 
for a Thornton baker as a driver; having been taught to drive by his boss. He 
learnt in a long wheel-base Jowett car with a horizontally opposed engine. 
There was no driving test but a licence (blue ticket) had to be obtained. It cost 
5/- from an office in Morley Street. He worked later as a bakery shop manager. 
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Preparing for War 
From 1938 people were encouraged to volunteer and join organizations to 
prepare for war. Joseph joined the Auxiliary Fire Service, training with the 
Bradford Fire Brigade on his half-days off on Wednesday afternoons. Joseph 
said that before the war Bradford had run down the fire service to save money. 
The Chief Constable had taken over the fire service, closed Idle and Odsal 
fire stations, reduced the number of firemen from 84 to 68, and had stopped 
recruiting. Most firemen had been in the Forces in the First World War and 
were nearing retirement, but it meant that the A.F.S. volunteers received a 
very good training from well experienced firemen. 
A few days before the Second World War began twenty-five new Auxiliary 

Fire Service stations were opened in Bradford. Joseph was allocated to the 
Thornton Station, near his home. After being trained he still went to Nelson 
Street Fire Station on his days off and attended calls with the professional 
fire-fighters. He agreed to go full-time if there was a war, and when the war 
started his wages were £3 per week, the same as he had been paid as a shop 
manager. Many were paid less. Bill Parker, who worked for a packing 
company had been paid less than £2 per week - his wife was a burler and 
mender at a Thornton Mill and probably earned more. Bill was also based at 
Thornton. 

Before the war a driver came to the shop and saw Mr. Kitson's tunic behind 
the door. He said, "You are a fool." Mr. Kitson asked, "Why?" The driver 
told Joseph that as a fireman he had to give up his half-day for training but 
the driver had joined the Army Auxiliary Reserve. He did not do any training 
and was paid £15 per quarter. Mr. Kitson had the last laugh because at the 
start of the war the driver was sent to France and had to be trained there. 
Some did not escape at Dunkirk and were made prisoners of war. 

Joseph thought that the Nazis had spies in England before the war. He 
told the story of being at the Westgate shop and a German lady of about 35 
used to come into the shop for cakes. She disappeared a few days before the 
war started when it was said she had been recalled to Germany (or perhaps 
simply returned home). 

The Bradford Blitz 
Joseph said the best account of the bombing of Bradford was in The Bradford 
Antiquary (Third Series No.6, 1992). He said the first explosive bomb was 
dropped in the Nelson Street area but missed the Fire Station hitting Waud's 
mill, blowing the walls out. Next, a bomb fell on the Odeon cinema at the 
bottom of Manchester Road. Had it fallen half-an-hour earlier many people 
would have been killed and injured but the film had finished and the audience 
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had left before the bombers arrived. Joseph thought another bomb fell in 
Tyrell Street and more fell in the Westgate area. Some of the bombs were 
incendiaries. This was on the night of 31 August/1 September 1940. 

That night the Thornton A.F.S. crew received a call and although their 
patrols were supposed to go only as far as Four Lane Ends they continued as 
they could see flames in the distance. Bill Fowler was driving the fire engine 
and went through the traffic lights at red as there was much less traffic then. 
Joseph directed Bill up Grattan Road as that seemed the way to the nearest 
fire, which happened to be Lingard's. It had been on fire for a few minutes 
when they arrived. Mr. Bailey, the Chief Fire Officer, told them to stop the 
fire spreading up Westgate. As the crew set out the hoses to a fire hydrant at 
the top of Ivegate they could see ladies' hats in the shop window disappearing 
in the flames. They surrounded the fire and controlled it. A little later the 
Balme Street A.F.S. crew turned-up to relieve them. The Thornton crew then 
went on to Godwin Street and put a hose out to Robert's Pie Shop. A part-
time fireman, called Harrison, who had been a confectionery shop manager 
in Bradford, was playing a jet on to the pie shop, with a passing policeman 
giving him a hand (until a police sergeant stopped him helping!). Robert's 
Pie Shop was saved and J.B. Priestley, in one of his famous war-time 
broadcasts, mentioned its survival and the steaming pie on display in the 
window. 

The Thornton A.F.S. crew was there until 6 o'clock the next morning. 
Later Joseph learnt of a strange coincidence. A lady had been to the Odeon 
cinema and was passing Lingard's when the bomb fell and she was killed. 
An ambulance removed her body before Joseph's fire engine arrived, but the 
lady's cousin David was part of Joseph's team. David did not learn of the 
tragedy until he returned home. 

Helping Other Yorkshire Areas 
Sheffield was one of many cities bombed much more than Bradford. It was 
bombed on the Thursday night and the wireless stated that no damage had 
been done to the industrial area. One of Joseph's fellow firemen remarked 
that that would make the bombers return! Joseph was off duty when early 
next day he was told to take a Daisy Hill crew to Sheffield, calling first at 
Barnsley for instructions. They arrived to be greeted with a pot of tea and 
orders to go straight to Sheffield. On their way they saw that fields at the 
sides of the roads were packed with people who had fled the city. The Daisy 
Hill crew picked ups guide from the Sheffield Fire Station and attended two 
or three fires during the night. At about 7 o'clock the next morning they were 
ordered to relieve a Sheffield crew fighting a roof fire at a smelting works. 

-30-



They had never had to deal with such incidents before. The works' manager 
told them not to play water on to some tanks as they were full of acid. Then 
Control recalled them to the fire station for a break. It was Monday and the 
Sheffield men had been on duty since the previous Thursday. Joseph said 
that he had never seen men as tired. They were waiting for something to eat 
and one chap was leaning against the wall, tired out, and he slid down the 
wall fast asleep. 

Hull was another heavily bombed area. Firemen from there were sent to 
Bradford for a rest break. 

Wartime Fire Service Organization 
Joseph was 34 when the war started but quite a few A.F.S. crew were younger 
and when the blitz tailed off in 1941 they were transferred to the R.A.F. After 
the Lingard's bombing Joseph had been promoted to sub-officer. The 
following year the A.F.S. became the National Fire Service (N.F.S.). Jack Downs 
was made Fire Force Commander, the only one who was not a professional 
fireman. He had been a Captain in the First World War and won an honour, 
Joseph thought, for saving guns. 

The N.F.S. was divided into Regions (which were based on the old 
telephone areas) and each Region was divided into two or three Areas. There 
were fifty-two fire stations in this Region which stretched from Castleford to 
Sedburgh. Joseph was sent to London for specialized training. He came back 
to set up the mobilization scheme and found that there were not even chairs 
to sit on! The Home Office Fire Service Department was in such a poor way, 
presumably because of the blitz on London. He also attended an officers' 
training course in Brighton. It was held in a Butlins holiday camp which had 
only just opened when it was taken over by the Fire Service. The buildings 
were white. The Alhambra theatre in Bradford was also white but it was 
painted brown so aircraft could not pick it out - in Brighton the buildings 
were left white! 

Firefighting Personnel 
Jack Downs was given an award for dealing with the Bradford bombing. He 
told the King when he received the award at Buckingham Palace that it was 
really for his men who had done such a good job. The King promised to 
come to Bradford and when he came to review the Force in Lister Park Joseph 
was made 'Gentleman-in-Waiting' to the Queen. 

Other people Joseph remembered were Benson Turner before he joined 
the R.A.F., and Mr Reynolds, a fire sergeant in the Huddersfield Police, who 
became Chief Officer of Sheffield after the war. He was assistant to Mr. Downs 
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and was sent to take charge of Southampton Docks' fire-fighters during the 
bombing. 

Women replaced the younger men taken into the R.A.F. They never fought 
fires but worked in Control. Like many men of his generation Joseph thought 
firefighting was not a woman's job. Attempts to recruit women fire-fighters 
were made but Joseph said, 'Only one was recruited in No.5 Area. She was a 
Londoner and wanted to go back, but its not a woman's job, no, not at all, is 
firefighting'. He said that the job has changed now and there is not the risk in 
Bradford that they had with all the big wool warehouse fires. He disputed 
the physical criteria proposed after the war as he was not very tall himself. 
He said the Chief in Bradford was only 5'l" tall and it was said that he could 
tell if a building was about to collapse just by standing against its wall and 
would evacuate his men minutes before it fell. Joseph thought that there was 
a place for smaller men and he quoted the case of a fire in the old G.P.O. 
building in Forster Square. Some rubbish in a chute had set alight and the 
only way in was through a small doorway. Because Joseph was small Mr. 
Proudfoot (the Officer-in-Charge) told him to go in with a hose and put out 
the fire. 

Joseph also helped set up fire-fighting training facilities. Sir George 
Armitage of Brighouse gave the training premises. A training film was made 
which Jack Downs sent to Canada. It made money for the Benefit Fund which 
they had started during the war as many firemen were killed and their families 
needed support. 

Postwar Changes 
At the end of the war Scotland retained the National Fire Service but in 
England the County Councils regained control of their own Brigades. Joseph 
stayed in the Fire Service, transferring to the West Riding County Fire Brigade, 
but he was too old to join the pension scheme and was unable to keep the 
rank he had gained in the N.F.S. 

His last job as a fire-fighter involved a rescue. Joseph was based at Keighley 
Fire Station and one Sunday evening a call was received to go to Bolton Abbey 
with a turn-table ladder. The driver was a Keighley man called, Umbleby 
and Joseph was his 'monkey', whose job was to climb the ladder. The story 
was that a boy and his fiancée, together with another girl, had taken a boat on 
the river. The younger girl wanted to bathe in the river for health reasons and 
so they were only wearing bathing costumes. About lunchtime there had 
been a storm and the party had landed on an island to shelter. Unfortunately 
they had not secured the boat properly and it had drifted away leaving them 
marooned. A passer-by swam across to the island with a rope but the current 
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was too strong and the line was slack. Skipton Fire Brigade was called and 
their Divisional Officer, Mr. Farquarson, sent for the turn-table ladder. Joseph 
was given the job of going across to the island in a harness on the line - he did 
not tell them that he could not swim! He tightened-up the line and gave one 
of the girls his tunic as she was cold after spending most of the day in just a 
swimming costume. The people were rescued and Joseph was taken back to 
Keighley by car as he was wet and cold, to be put to bed to rest, warm-up and 
recover. 

Transfer to Control Duties 
That was the end of Joseph's fire-fighting days. Next day he was sent for by 
the Leeds HQ and given a Control job. He thinks being a Company Officer 
during the war helped him secure the position. Headquarters went to 
Huddersfield for a while before being moved to Birkenshaw. Joseph and 
two others were involved in setting-up the Fire Control Centre at Birkenshaw. 
They went to London to pick the brains of the organizers of the London and 
Surrey Fire Brigades Control. An old, war-time, anti-aircraft control centre 
building at Birkenshaw was most suitable for their purpose as it already had 
things they required, such as a generator which started automatically if the 
mains power was interrupted. Joseph said there was 'a really good chap' 
who did all the electrical and telecommunications work for them. 

Joseph was in charge of the Birkenshaw Control Room until he retired in 
1970. Of course, the Control Centre has changed and been modernized, and 
another centre has been built since then. Joseph trained Control staff. He 
remembered particularly well a girl from Bolingbroke Street. After working 
at Birkenshaw she left to work in Derbyshire and Bedford where she became 
Officer-in-Charge and received an M.B.E. Joseph was very proud to have 
been asked to write a tribute when she retired. 

Retirement 
Joseph received several awards, including the Defence, Fire-brigade long-
service, Victory and Peace medals, for his duties in war and peace. He was 
honoured with a retirement presentation in front of the whole County Council 
at Wakefield County Hall. He retired to live in Thornton with his wife, until 
she died in 1991 and his son, David, a gardener. 
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THE HOUSES OF THE BOOTH FAMILIES OF WIBSEY 

By Stella H Carpenter 

THROUGHOUT THE 18th century, and for some time either side of it, a 
number of families with the surname Booth lived in the village of Wibsey 
near Bradford, building several houses which have survived into the 21" 
century. These houses may not be as old nor as impressive as the duster at 
Chapel Fold in the village, but like them they are mostly now divided. Four 
of the original houses carry datestones and initials, whilst an estate map of 
1790 ' attests to the Booth ownership of another group. Excepting only the 
Lord of the Manor, the Booths may have been the most substantial property-
owning family in the village. 

Where did the Booths originate? How did they acquire their money and 
land? What happened to them in the longer term? Establishing a coherent 
history of the families and their properties is far from easy but some 
documentary and other evidence is available. 

The 1684/34 dat estone of the earliest known Booth house. 
One of the houses has a fine datestone with the initials B over TA and a date 
of 1684 - or is it 1634 as it appears to be after recent stone cleaning? James 
Parker, the local historian, mentions this datestone as 1684 and he would 
probably have been able to inspect it when he was writing around 1900.2 He 
may, however, have been quoting from William Cudworth's book Roundabout 
Bradford.' The local conservation order of the 1970's states 1684 and the same 
date is given in The North Bierley Rate Amendment Book 1 (1891-1899). 
Additional relevant details are also given and it is reasonable to assume that 
the valuers of the time, Messrs Smith, Gotthardt & Co, Surveyors, Bradford, 
would be accurate in recording the datestone as it appears to be the main 
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identifying feature of the property, house numbering not then established in 
the area. No other property bearing a datestone 1684 is mentioned in any 
sources available to date. Consequently I shall regard 1684 as most likely to 
be correct. 

The free obscures the house bearing the 1684 datestone. 
The house is the middle one of a terrace offive. 

A possible builder of this dwelling could be Thomas Booth who, on 25 May 
1671 at Bradford Parish Church, married Ann Ellison. The relevant initials 
would agree with the datestone. Furthermore, there is a burial on 13 July 
1713 at the same church of Thomas Booth 'householder' but no details of 
abode. At that period it was not unusual for people to use the mother church 
in Bradford rather than Holy Trinity chapel of ease in Wibsey Low Moor, 
still then part of the Manor of Wibsey. 

The 1684 house is of two-storey construction with an impressive door 
lintel and a weathered string course above the ground floor windows. The 
house to the west shows a number of large quoins whilst that to the east is 
said to bear a datestone of 1704 with the 
same B over TA initials. A porch currently 
obscures this doorway. To its east side is 
another house, probably of a later date. 

Attached to the far west end of these 
four dwellings is a third house with a 
datestone, MB over 1753, ins large lintel. 
Less than a minute's walk from these five 
houses is a pair of two-storey cottages - 

which carry a datestone S  over 1753, the P A ,- - ,L — 
This is Martha Booth's house, 

same year as the house with the mitials MB. 
the west end one oyjwe. 

By the will of the Reverend John Wilton, 
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who died on 21 December 1669, a trust was set up to utilise the income from 
a piece of land and a farm near the top of Wibsey Bank. Naturally, trustees 
were appointed. A document 5 dated 3 May 1710 relating to this charity 
mentions Jonas Booth of Wibsey, yeoman, whilst another document 6, of 3 
December refers to Jonas Booth as a 'surviving' trustee of the charity. Jonas 
Booth of North Bierley (of which Wibsey was by this time a part), yeoman, is 
mentioned in a third document  dated 28 January 1719. 

The Jonas Booth mentioned above may not be the same person as the 
Jonas Booth whose will dated 15 September 1757 was proved on 3 February 
1759. This will clearly states that the house of his daughter Martha joins the 
west end of the house of Jonas himself. This firmly identifies Martha's house 
and confirms that Jonas was living in one of the 1684 group of houses. He 
had also given his daughter Sarah a house and garden. These two daughters 
may have been unmarried or widowed because the will mentions a third 
daughter, Mary, and her husband who had also received a house and garden. 

The two houses with the (modernised) small square windows 
are the houses shown on the 1790 Estate map as 'Mr Booth's property'. 

The two sons, Joseph and John, like their sisters, had each already been given 
a house and garden and from the implied relationship of these houses to 
each other, it is apparent that they are the properties shown on the 1790 Estate 
map as 'Mr Booth's property', thus identifying more of the Booth houses. A 
date and initials in the massive door lintel had, apparently, been chipped out 
in the 1960's, but fortunately James Parker, the local historian, had published 
a useful piece of information on 17 December 1898,8 In Wibsey Illustrated No 8 
is a sketch of the properties and he writes, 'in days long gone by it was a 
place of some importance, and is dated as follows:- B overland R 1749'. The 
B obviously refers to Booth, the I may be a weathered J, and the date is only 
a few years apart from those on the houses of Martha and Sarah. 

There is another son, Tonmils (sic), who is actually the eldest son. Tommis 
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and his mother, Anna, are jointly bequeathed all the remainder of Jonas's 
estate. This joint bequest seems somewhat unusual and there is reference in 
the will to the decease of Tommis. In fact, Tommis died in 1764 aged 50, the 
inscription on his tombstone in Holy Trinity Churchyard, Low Moor, being 
still easily legible. 

Almost as an afterthought in Jonas Booth's will, he bequeaths to his wife, 
Anna, 'to assist my Grandson Jonas Jowet with Thirty Pounds or [?] less the 
next two years insuing at Cambridge with her'. Jonas's eldest daughter, Ann, 
had married Joshua Jowet and she had probably died before the will was 
written as she is not mentioned in it. An interesting question is why was 
Jonas Jowet in Cambridge i, in fact, it is Cambridge the university city? In 
this connection it may be equally interesting to note that in 1798 a Mr J Booth 
of Wibsey published a book entitled Greek Primitives Grammatically Arranged 
with Copious Latin and English Interpretations.' Did Jonas Jowet take his maternal 
family name, or did another Booth study the classics? 

When Joseph Booth died in 1794, he left twelve silver coat buttons to his 
son, Joseph. 

Houses occupied byJonas, two of his sons and two of his daughters have 
been identified. By coincidence, during research on another matter, another 
pair of two-storey houses standing very close to the 1684 house turned out to 
have been owned by Sarah Waddington when she died in 1826. She was a 
granddaughter of Jonas Booth and it is probable that these two houses had, 
originally, been given to Mary Booth and her husband. These buildings show 
some fine stone dressing and it is apparent that workmanship of a high 
standard has been involved. 

Members of the Booth family continued to own properties in Wibsey 
until the middle of the 2O' century, but this was through the female line and 
the surnames Wroe and Tempest occur. 

The estate map of 1790 was prepared at the time when the Low Moor 
Company was developing its mining and other interests in the Wibsey Manor 
and it was essential for accurate details of ownership and/or lease of the land 
to be established. The names of only five individual proprietors are listed 
and these are 'Boothe, Cordingley, Kitchen, Walker, Jowett'. Sir Matthew 
Walker was a baronet, Kitchen was a fanner with other lands outside Wibsey, 
Jowet was the married name of Ann, daughter of Jonas Booth and, of course, 
her son who apparently went to Cambridge. The list may have been compiled 
more of less alphabetically or 'Boothe' may have owned the largest area of 
land. The 'Reference Plan illustrating the Open Field System of Land Tenure 
in North Bierley"°, apparently dated 1829, lists only three owners, namely T 
Beaumont, Lord of the Manor, The Low Moor Company, and J Booth. 
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Muchmore information has been discovered than can be included here. Even 
so, I cannot say where the Booths originated, nor how they acquired their 
money and land. John Booth, almost certainly the son of Jonas, left Wibsey in 
the early 191  century and moved to Northowram, most probably because he 
had allowed coal mining to be developed on his land and near his home. The 
surname Booth derives from 'bothy meaning 'a rough kind of cottage'." The 
Booths certainly built their cottages in Wibsey but they were substantial 
dwellings, probably welcoming homes, and built to last. To last 250 years or 
more is no mean feat, and it deserves to be recorded. 

Sources and References 
Borthwick Institute of Historical Research, York 
Bradford Antiquary, Bradford Central Library 
Bretton Estate Archives, Bretton Hall, Wakefield 
Cudworth, William Round About Bradford, Bradford, 1876, reprinted 1968 
North Bierley Rate Amendment Book. Private ownership 
Parker, James Historical Sketches of Wibsey, Lou, Moor & Bierley, Bradford, 1900 
West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford and Wakefield offices 
Wibsey Illustrated Bradford Central Library 

Bretton Estate map 
'Parker Wibsey, Low Moor & Bierley, p.14 
'Cudworth, p.16 
North Bierley Rate Amendment Book 
'WYAS Bradford 
'WYAS Bradford 
WYAS Bradford 

'Wibsey Illustrated No.8 
'Bradford Antiquary, v.1, p.42 
'° Bradford Central Library 
11 Cassells New English Dictionary 

Note: All photographs by Stella Carpenter. 
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IN1868 A PURPOSE-BUILT factory school was opened in Saltaire, replacing 
the one which had been held in the Dining Rooms at the bottom of Victoria 
Road since 1854. The new Salt's Schools were founded under the auspices of 
the Endowed Schools Act of 1869. Sir Titus Salt provided funds for the 
maintenance of the building, fittings and the teacher's salaries. The school 
provisions were paid from the fees of the seven hundred pupils, many of 
who attended on a half-time basis. In 1870 evening classes were introduced, 
and instruction in reading, writing and arithmetic could be acquired upon 
the payment of id. a session. The school's curriculum set a high standard in 
general subjects including the arts and sciences. 

For nearly two decades the day-to-day operation of the school was entirely 
dependent upon these attendance fees. Upon leaving elementary education 
the children were encouraged to attend classes in Higher Education, which 
were held in the Factory School and at the Institute Day School, which opened 
in 1871. Instruction in the sciences, the arts and mathematics including 
geometry could be acquired. Tuition in English and French also formed part 
of the syllabus. The classes were held on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
evening, between 7 and 9pm. A fee of one shilling was charged for tuition at 
elementary level, and two shillings for advanced level. Students who were 
not members of the Institute paid two shillings and four shillings respectively. 
In many instances these moderate fees remained beyond the means of many 
families with able children. The passing of the Elementary Education Act of 
1870 saw the establishment of School Boards throughout the country. Shipley 
School Board, under the chairmanship of Mr Titus Salt (son of Sir Titus), was 
formed in 1874. In an endeavour to provide temporary Board School 
accommodation Sir Titus allowed the use of the gymnasium in the Institute 
at a rental of £40 per annum. In October 1875, under the headship of Mr 
George Morrell and Miss Susan Watkins and two Board certified assistant 
teachers, Miss Tattersall and Mr Gunnell, a Board School for Boys and Girls 
was opened in the Institute. The prospectus proclaimed 'The objective is to 
provide at a reasonable fee a good middle class education, supplemented in 
the Boys Department by such scientific instruction as is applicable to the 
manufactures and trades of the district'. Other than the Bradford Grammar 
School this was the only school in the district where a reasonably good 
grammar school style education could be obtained. 

The Saltaire Factory School, under the headship of Mr Samuel Nadin, 
continued as a separate and independent establishment backed financially 
by Sir Titus Salt. A locally elected education committee controlled the general 
administration for the school with Mr Titus Salt junior as president and Mr 
George Morrell as honorary secretary. In February 1875 Mr Titus Salt 
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relinquished all management involvement and offered the Saltaire Schools 
to the Shipley School Board to function as a Board School. This was hesitantly 
accepted at an annual rental of £250. 

It would appear that there was a great deal of agitation between members 
of the Board. One particular disagreement was over the school fees, and the 
reluctance to purchase a site for further school development. As a result of 
several major disagreements Mr Titus Salt resigned as Chairman of the Board. 
In April 1876 exactly thirteen months after The Saltaire Schools had been 
offered to the Board, a letter was received from Mr Titus Salt stating that he 
intended to use them as Higher Schools for the district, and requested that 
the Board should vacate the village school as soon as possible. Realising the 
vacuum such a move would cause, he offered free of charge a plot of land in 
Albert Road for the building of an Elementary Board School. At the same 
time he gave notice that the Elementary School status be removed from his 
building in Victoria Road. The offer of the new site was eventually 
unanimously received. Mr Titus Salt then resumed his office as chairman of 
Shipley School Board. In the latter half of 1876 a Girls Department was opened 
in the Institute and organised on similar principles to a grammar school. The 
school governors and the Girls Public School Company jointly formulated 
the curriculum. The new 'Saltaire Girls High School' became so overwhelmed 
by parental interest that the building had difficulty in housing the growing 
number of pupils, so evening classes were transferred to the local Board 
Schools. 

Following the success of the Girls High School Mr Titus Salt instigated 
provision for a Boys High School. He re-modelled the Elementary School 
building, adapting it for High School purposes and the Boys School opened 
in 1877. The Salts High School, was generally regarded as a middle class 
school providing a secondary style of education to children from Shipley 
and district. To provide for the permanency of the schools, a Deed of 
Endowment was drawn up by which the Institute and High Schools were 
constituted a Trust, under the title 'The Salts Schools, Shipley'. The value of 
the buildings incorporated in the Trust was about £40,000. The deed was 
signed on the 11 April 1877 and presented by Dowager Lady Salt and Mr 
Titus Salt as a free gift to the township of Shipley. Saltaire Board School was 
eventually built in Albert Road and officially opened in 1878. Mr Salt had 
originally insisted that the architectural detail of the new Board School should 
be compatible with that of the village, but his request was rejected on the 
grounds of added expense. 
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The Development of Technical Education 
The increasing demands for the higher education and technical education 
provided by the day schools and evening classes put the local school board 
under pressure to provide extra accommodation, particularly in the art and 
science departments. In 1885 Mr Titus Salt proposed the setting up of an 
exhibition to raise funds for the building of anew art and science block. This 
suggestion had been encouraged by the Shipley and District Friendly and 
Trades Societies Gala Committee, expressing a desire to provide and erect a 
statue of Sir Titus Salt in Saltaire Park. Mr Salt replied by stating that if they 
wished to subscribe to a memorial to his father, the monies would be better 
channelled into an educational provision. 

November 1885 saw the commencement of work on the exhibition site. 
The building of the 'New School' was started in the following January. The 
planned area for the exhibition included the Institute, the new Memorial 
School and six acres of land on which were to be constructed flower beds, 
walkways, exhibition accommodation and other socially necessary amenities. 
This area was given the grandiose title of the 'Palace of Delight'. It was 
proposed that the displays should cover a wide and varied range of interests. 
The exhibits should not only show works of art and scientific achievement 
but also include new and interesting developments in the industrial and social 
fields. 

Notices of the forthcoming event were posted to various national and 
international bodies, and many responded with offers of loans. Queen Victoria 
and Edward the Prince of Wales promised art treasures from the royal houses 
of Sandringham and Marlborough, including pictures by Van Dyke and 
Millais. The British Museum, the Natural History Museum and the Royal 
Academy also expressed a wish to participate. 

The industrial section of the exhibition was represented by exhibits from 
several nationally recognised companies. The chocolate manufacturing 
company of Fry's were to demonstrate the production of cocoa beverages. 
Price, the renowned candlemaking company also promised to demonstrate 
one of their recently patented manufacturing processes. The Royal Mint also 
offered a machine capable of detecting bad coinage. Smaller and more local 
manufacturers were invited to display their skills. Some of the trades 
represented included demonstrations in silkloom weaving, nail and brush 
manufacture, and file and match making. 

The centrepiece in the exhibition gardens was the 'Tinworth Fountain', a 
water feature supplied by Doulton, the pottery and sanitary ware 
manufacturers and named after their chief designer. The local newspaper 
The Shipley and Saltaire Times reported, 'It was a masterpiece of accurate 
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moulding and harmonious colouring'. The centre perpendicular column was 
richly ornamented with pictorial designs, each panel representing some 
portion of the Scriptures having reference to water. International 
representation was also present with a display of several highly decorative 
Indian screens. A replica of a Japanese village was built where native trade 
skills were demonstrated. The exhibition heralded to the village a new source 
of lighting and power, namely electricity. The Trinity House Authorities 
installed lighting equipment in the lantern tower of the Institute similar to 
that operating in the lighthouses throughout the country. The light emitted 
from the arc created by the 2-inch diameter carbon rods was equivalent to 
50,000 lumens and visible over a distance of twenty-five miles. Further 
electrical equipment including nine dynamos was supplied by Woodhouse 
and Rawson, electrical contractors, of North Parade, Bradford. Six were used 
to supply lighting and power to the exhibitors' stands and their machinery; 
the grounds and the picture galleries. Each dynamo generated sufficient 
current to supply power to nine arc lamps. The three remaining dynamos 
were held in reserve in the event of a breakdown. 

By the December of 1886 the construction of the new Schools of Art and 
Science was well under way, and the promised exhibits had also begun to 
arrive, many having to be housed in temporary accommodation. The 
governors of the Saltaire Schools became aware that to prepare and organise 
the exhibition efficiently extra help was required. A deputation headed by 
Mr Titus Salt approached the Bradford Council, requesting their support, 
which was subsequently granted. At this meeting it was proposed that the 
forthcoming event might be given the title'Yorkshire Jubilee Exhibition'. This 
motion was carried in February 1887 at a meeting of the Shipley Local Board. 
The chairman Charles Stead suggested that as this was the commemorative 
year of the Queens Golden Jubilee, it was an ideal opportunity for the 
townsfolk of Shipley to amalgamate their celebrations with those already in 
progress at Saltaire. An invitation requesting the Queen to perform the 
opening ceremony was declined, but she authorised her youngest daughter, 
Princess Beatrice to act as her representative. Royal consent was granted 
permitting the exhibition the title 'The Royal Yorkshire Jubilee Exhibition'. 
On the 6 May 1887 the exhibition was officially opened. Admission was by 
season ticket, price I guinea (I-05). Anyone earning less than 31 shillings 
(0-55) a week was permitted entry on the payment of half guinea. The 
exhibition ran for twenty-five weeks, finally dosing its doors on the 29 October. 
It was recorded that the attendance figures over that period totalled 823,133. 
The monies generated from the enterprise realised only a disappointing 
£12,000. This sum was insufficient to pay the exhibitions promotional costs 
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of an estimated £15,000 and consequently the £14,000 building cost of the 
new school could not be met. In an attempt to reduce the debt, £3,000 was 
raised by public subscription. In a further effort to reduce the debt an extra 
£4,000 was raised at a bazaar held in the Victoria Hall. These various functions 
gradually reduced the debt to less than half the original sum. In 1902 an Act 
of Parliament placed the Saltaire Schools Trust under the control of the Shipley 
Urban District Council, and with it they inherited a deficit of £6,500. This 
was superseded later in the same year when a new education bill, 'The Balfour 
Act' was introduced. A section within the bill stated, 'Board Schools should 
be abolished and elementary education placed under the control of Town 
and County Councils through an Education Committee'. 

Saltaire Club and Institute 
Titus Salt would not allow a public house to be built withni the village. It is 
believed that he considered such establishments to be the source of a great 
many of the social evils of the day. He did however, recognise the need to 
provide a centre where people could socialise and enjoy mutual interests. 
The building, which was constructed at a cost of £25,000, was formally opened 
in June 1870. It was not, however, until 1872 that all the decorations were 
completed. The facilities within the building included a library, reading room, 
concert hail with a seating capacity of eight hundred, lecture hall seating two 
hundred, chess and draughts room, smoke room, bagatelle and billiard room, 
gymnasium and a small armoury for the use of the Saltaire Rifle Corps. Most 
of the basement of the building was allocated to educational facilities, 
including well equipped science laboratories and art studios. Both of these 
provisions were in accordance to requirements stipulated by the Science and 
Art department at South Kensington. 

The two reclining stone relief female figures over the principal doorway 
are holding symbols depicting the schools of Art and Science. When the Deed 
of Endowment was granted in April 1877 the factory school, the art and science 
rooms and the gymnasium became part of Salts High School. Prior to the 
building of the Albert Road Board School in 1878, the gymnasium had 
provided temporary premises as a Board School to accommodate an overspill 
of two hundred girls and boys from the Saltaire Schools. 

The Yorkshire born sculptor Thomas Miles at his London studio executed 
the four stone sculptured lions, namely War, Peace, Vigilance and 
Determination positioned at rest in front of the Institute and the High School. 
It has been said that they were originally intended for London's Trafalgar 
Square. It would appear however that they were not suitable as Edward 
Lanseer eventually undertook the commission. 
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THE COMING OF THE RAILWAY TO CULLINGWORTH 

By Angela Holmes 

AS THE EVER-GROWING rail network spidered out across the country in 
the wake of almost obsessional railway building, local industrialists 
campaigned to bring the 'new' communication to the more remote outer 
districts. Messrs Foster of Queensbury, Ackroyd and Crossley of Halifax, 
and Townend of Cuilingworth, were instrumental in promoting the Halifax, 
Thornton & Keighley Railway in 1862. Edward Townend was a particularly 
ardent supporter having five manufactories producing the finest cloth for 
London markets in the virtually isolated community of Cuilingworth. The 
firm provided employment for as many hands as the village could provide 
and was one of the largest mill concerns in the Bradford district. With 
improved transportation of raw and finished goods, opportunities for trade 
would be unlimited. 

Progress was slow due to the difficulties encountered in the construction 
with the opening of the first section from Halifax to Ovenden in August 
1874. The original scheme proposed from Bradford to Keighley and 
championed by the Great Northern in 1870 was reduced to a Bradford and 
Thornton section only, the overall cost being prohibitive. Undeterred, the 
local supporters revived the scheme to link Halifax and Keighley in October 
1872, enlisting the help of Henry Nelson, a Leeds solicitor with experience of 

The approach to the site of Cullingworth Station from the north. 
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other West Riding Railway projects, to present a plan to Parliament showing 
the increased trade and profitability of the area. Whilst the tonnage of wool 
consumed by Cullingworth and Lees alone rose by 33%, the amount of stone 
and bricks produced had risen by 180% from 11,300 to 31,700 tons in the ten 
year period to 1872. The increase in the work force at Halifax amounted to 
95% totalling 13,294 employed compared to Keighley with 11,760 hands, an 
increase of 123% in the same period. Cullingworth and Lees employed a 
further 25% rising to 1,800 hands in total.' 

The scheme received strong support and, despite last minute efforts by 
the Midland Railway to provide a similar plan, the Bill was passed on the 5" 
August 1873, sanctioning Railway No 1, 7 miles 30 chains between Thornton 
& Keighley; No 2, a 16 chain junction at Keighley with the Keighley and 
Worth Valley Railway; and No 3, 2 miles 22 chains from Queensbury to 
Holmfield. Messrs Benton & Woodiwiss had a contract for building No 3 for 
£188,000 dated 201  February 1874. The Keighley line was left in abeyance.' 

By 1877 goods traffic was operating as far as Clayton and after considerable 
difficulties encountered at High Birks embankment between Queensbury 
and Thornton the line opened for passenger trains from Bradford to Thornton 
on October 14" 1878 .3 Despite the severe financial situation of the Great 
Northern due to massive construction costs incurred on the line, a contract 
was let to the Diamond Rock Boring Co for £28,316 on 28th June 1878 to 
mine drift ways through the proposed Wellhead tunnel at Thornton, and 
Lees Moor tunnel at Cullingworth, in order not to delay works when those 
sections were reached. 

Tunnel construction required all the experience and endurance of the 
engineers, contractors and miners alike, whose combined skills created great 
engineering achievements in often appalling conditions. Throughout the 
century the success of these undertakings was entirely due to the ingenuity 
of the work force. No two tunneling operations were comparable in all 
circumstances and each had to be approached with flexibility. Initially trial 
shafts were sunk on the line of the proposed tunnel to investigate the 
underlying strata, but experience had taught the early engineers that this did 
not necessarily result in the accurate determination of conditions, and 
headings were required, either from the opposite directions of the shaft or 
sometimes excavated from end to end of the proposed tunnel to confirm the 
analysis of the ground. 

The heading for the Wellhead tunnel above Thornton was excavated 
through shale and mined by hand, whilst Lees Moor tunnel proved more 
difficult, being mostly through solid rock. Powerful boring machinery worked 
by compressed air was used together with dynamite, to pierce a heading ten 
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feet square through the entire 
seven furlongs, emerging in the 
Worth Valley. No shafts were 
sunk.' The contract for the 
Keighley line was given to 
Messrs Benton & Woodiwiss on 
the 5" November 1880. The 
engineers were Messrs  Fraser & 
Son of Leeds and it was estimated 
that the line would cost £50,000 
per mile. 

The formation of the 
partnership of Messrs Benton & 
Woodiwiss in 1861 brought 
together two ably experienced 
contractors with extensive 
knowledge of every aspect of 
construction work. George 
Benton was born 4th November 
1825, the son of a journeyman 
and stone mason, and 
apprenticed briefly to a file cutter 
at Sheffield before returning to 
join his father's trade and 
working as a journeyman stonemason on various railway contracts. He later 
became a master builder and contractor settling in Glossop. Abraham 
Woodiwiss was born 2" October 1828 at Driffield, the son of a stone merchant 
at Holbrook Moor. After serving as an improver to a stone mason and working 
in the stone quarries, he advanced to sub contractor at the age of just 21, 
having the natural ability for the organization of labour. Their first important 
contract together was for the construction of the line between Romily and 
Marple for the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Company. 
This was followed by numerous contracts around the country before they 
commenced on the Bradford to Keighley line. 

Approaches to both ends of the village of Cullingworth presented 
Herculean tasks, requiring all the skills of the construction workers in the 
monumental undertakings of the Hewenden Viaduct and Lees Moor tunnel. 
These were to test their ingenuity to the full. Even upon entrance to the village 
a nine-arched viaduct, spanning two thoroughfares, would be required to 
bring the railway line to the proposed station. No fewer than 1,500 workers 

Bridge over Whalley Lane, 
North of Denholme. 
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Evening silhouette of Hewenden viaduct. 

were employed upon the line together with an army of horses.' As the 
advancing swathe of track cut into the heart of the village, its arrival brought 
not only an end to its isolation, but also an invasion of strangers to enrich the 
community Isaac Woodiwiss, brother of Abraham and manager of the line, 
came to reside at Ellar Carr House, moving permanently to Turf House on its 
completion. Thomas Swan, sub contractor, lived in Lodgefield, and Woodfield 
Cottages at Cowhouse Bridge housed the railway workers. Whilst other 
workers found lodgings in the poorer households or rented any available 
properties, the hardened navvy relied heavily on temporary accommodation 
which mushroomed overnight at the edge of each major undertaking. 
Construction workers in the main followed the progressive rail network from 
contract to contract, hardened to the primitive conditions encountered in the 
shanty dwellings. 

Throughout the early years of railway building the term navvy was 
synonymous with lawless and disorderly conduct, and whilst there were 
incidences of unruly behavior, in general he was a much defamed character. 
One of the recurruring problems was drunkenness. The very nature of the 
work and the comparative isolation from homely comforts resulted in 
overindulgence of liquor, fostered by the unscrupulous attentions of the 
hawker of beer and spirits who was to be found near every major undertaking 
of public works. This, together with a substantial work force of Irish, often 
led to explosive incidents which received the over-zealous attentions of both 
the police and a compassionless press, leaving the public in little doubt as 
the character of the navvy. 
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By the 1870s spiritual intervention by the Bradford Town Mission on the 
Midland line, and the Navy Mission Society, founded by the Rev. Louis Moule, 
Vicar of Leathley, near Otley, brought some degree of change to most 
encampments. The establishment of mission rooms and libraries in the 
immediate vicinity of the workings went some way to bring respectability to 
the navvy, encouraging awareness of education and social responsibility. On 
the instigation of the Rev. T Melody, vicar of Cullingworth, a mission room 
was established at the Church School in Halifax Road towards the end of the 
summer of 1881.6 Likewise, Denholme also supported the Society by 
providing accommodation for a room in the village! 

During the early months of 1881 the work of assembling plant and 
equipment at the site of the proposed Hewenden Viaduct has been carried 
out and by April a tramway had been laid from near the quarry to the bottom 
of the valley. Hugh piles of materials had been collected during the winter 
months ready for the start of operations. Considerable difficulties were 
encountered with the foundations which had to be sunk 62½ feet into shifting 
sands to ensure a firm superstructure. Two block piers twenty feet in thickness 
would support the three sections 
which when completed, 
consisted of six spans either side 
and five centre spans. A network 
of scaffolding supported the 
workers as the pillars rose from 
the ground. Overhead travelling 
cranes lifted the huge blocks of 
stone into position which had to 
be transported down the 
tramway from Manuel Heights 
Quarry. Isaac Woodiwiss had 
contracted with Ellison Bailey to 
work the quarry for the duration 
of the line.' As the structure rose 
dramatically only one recorded 
fatality occurred. William 
Stotton, a labourer aged 34, died 
from injuries sustained in a fall 
whilst working with his brother 
at the travelling crane. They 
received orders to move the 
crane but failed to hear the order 

77,e southern approach to Cullingworth 
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to stop and the crane ran over the edge of the gantry falling a distance of six 
feet taking the men with it.' 

The mobile workforce employed on the undertaking were representative 
of many counties and in general lived in temporary accommodation on the 
site, others finding lodgings in Spring Row, Birchen Lee Farm and in Harecroft. 
Small semi-portable locomotive tank engines by Fower & Co of Leeds were 
used during the construction to transport workers from nearby Thornton to 
the site whilst others walked from nearer points. One of the workers, John 
Farrer of Denholme, who was deaf, met an unfortunate end being run over 
by the engine and breakvan in early morning fog whilst walking on the line 
to work)° 

Although only a few incidents of drunk and disorderly behavior were 
recorded in the village it was not though lack of opportunity to purchase 
alcoholic beverages. Thomas Ingham, stonemason of Harecroft, was 
apprehended by two plainclothes policemen selling beer on the line on 
Sundays, and the Black Bull Inn at Lane Top, Harden, was known to open 
during prohibited hours to accommodate the workers. Tales of illicit stills at 
Keighley still abound in living memory, one quiet unassuming resident of 
Screw Mill cottages was found to be distilling whisky that was carried every 
week to the navvy camp at Hewenden and distributed to the workers on the 
line. 

As work progressed, high embankments combined with deep cuttings 
were necessary to maintain the falling gradient over the hilly contours of the 
landscape. The transference of huge land masses from one portion of the line 
to the other demanded the combined labours of man and horse. Using earth 
wagons which ran down on their own weight into the cuffing, the spoil was 
loaded and the wagon pulled to the top of the incline by horsepower. Similarly 
this worked in reverse for tipping. Two hundred tipping earth wagons were 
used in this manner throughout the section of the line together with 300 tons 
of steel and iron temporary rails bedded on a wood embankment to enable 
easier movement of materials.'0 The experienced navvy was seasoned to this 
physically exhausting labour, relying upon strength, coordination and instinct 
for danger; new recruits to the work sometimes did not live long enough to 
acquire this sense. 

At the opposite end of the village the subterranean work of excavating 
the Lees Moor Tunnel presented even greater difficulties. Supported by big 
timbers or headtrees, the original heading was enlarged by excavation on a 
downward incline to the required depth and reinforced by a series of complex 
timbering prior to the construction of a lining. As the rock face yielded under 
the pick and shovel of the miner it was removed to the base of the incline and 
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loaded on ballast wagons running on the temporary rails to the entrance of 
the workings. The area to the rear of the excavations was then accessible to 
the masons who constructed the lining by a series of scaffolding to the soffit 
of the arch. As the tunnel progressed conditions worsened. The ever-present 
chilly dampness enveloped all and whilst the resounding strike of pick and 
shovel reverberated around the seam, the constant seepage of water dripped 
indiscriminately down on all beneath. Intermittent blasting shook the ground 
sending thunderous roars down the tunnel followed by clouds of dust and 
fumes. It was not uncommon for the excavator to require a new pair of boots 
nearly every week, the sole being sucked from the upper in the cloying mud 
of the bed. The rock and earth removed from the working was transported 
by cart to the northern end of the tunnel to form an embankment running 
down to New Road Side, but the success of the operation was severely 
hampered by a serious landslip in the early summer of 1882. The line had to 
be diverted higher by the bank, and a retaining wall 100 yards in length and 
24 ft high was built to prevent further subsidence. Running down on a gradient 
of 1 in 50 the line was then to enter a cutting, passing under the road and 
through Gough House gardens, under Hainworth Road and finally emerging 
at Ingrow Station. 

Between July and November 1882 the intensive tunnelling activity brought 
a spate of accidents, some fatal, to the attention of the public. Falling rocks 
from blasting operations claimed many victims, whilst unsafe scaffolding 
and planking, together with confusion of movement resulted in severe 
injuries. One of the main contributing factors to suffering was the delay 

Harecrofi's stat ionless hotel 
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experienced in transporting the injured out of the tunnel, which was of great 
concern to Mr Roberts, surgeon at the Keighley Cottage Hospital. On his 
instigation a branch of St Johns Ambulance was to give a series of five lectures 
one a week, in the Mission room as Cullingworth. The St Johns Ambulance 
Association had been established in 1877 by the Duke of Manchester, Chaplin 
of the Order of St Johns of Jerusalem in England. Fifty workmen signed their 
intention to attend the course after which a certificate was given to those 
successful in the examination.'2 

The majority of the workforce on the tunnel found accommodation around 
Cross Roads, lodging at Myrtle Terrace, Bocking and Upper and Lower Piece 
Close Farms. New Tunnel End hut provided shelter for a number of workers 
in the company of the Knight family who had been previously living in 
Glamorganshire. A miner originating from Gloucestershire, Henry Knight, 
came to Yorkshire at the commencement of the line, bringing his wife Fanny 
and young family to live at the makeshift accommodation. Henry Woodiwiss 
brother of Isaac, was the contractor for the Ingrow section, living at Crossroads, 
and William Walker, superintendent of the new railways works, lived at 
Highfield Farm overlooking the valley. 

The contract for the various stations on the line between Thornton and 
Keighley was entrusted to Messrs Crabtree Bros of Oxenhope in the early 
part of 1883. Cullingworth was to be provided with platforms on either side 
of the line with booking offices, waiting rooms and a station master's house 
on the up side of the line. Passengers on the down side were to be provided 
with a waiting shed only. Initially there was no footbridge, passengers reached 
the far platform by crossing the line and access from the road was by wooden 
steps leading to the platforms.'3 A goods warehouse was to be provided for 
the stone traffic peculiar to the neighbourhood with the facility of two cranes 
on a stone wharf, each capable of lifting five tons. Easy access to the goods 
yard was by road approach leading off the Halifax road, making the station 
and its amenities one of the most accessible on the line. 

The conclusion of ten years work was finally drawing to a close in the 
early months of 1884. Denholme station was opened for passengers travelling 
south to Bradford on January 1", causing great excitement in the village. 
Crowds of people congregated on the platforms to see the arrival of the first 
train, which was filled to capacity, and each succeeding train was witnessed 

by eager spectators throughout the day. M?ssrs Foster declared a half day 
holiday in honour of the event and two thousand passengers booked for 
Bradford, Halifax and the intermediary stations." A further three months 
was to elapse before the celebrations were extended to Cullingworth with 
the opening of the line as far as Ingrow East on April 17". As the first train 
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Close-up of The Station Hotel's sign 

steamed into the station to be greeted by crowds of excited spectators, its 
arrival marked the end of an era of isolation for the village and the beginning 
of a cheap and rapid communications system to hitherto inaccessible towns 
by direct link to the Midland system and the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
railways via Halifax. At a time of depression of trade following the cessation 
of the mills in the village a few months earlier, the celebrations would have 
brought a welcome respite from the immediate pressing problems of 
employment. The first passenger train to Ingrow allowed the villagers to 
travel free of charge and one wonders at the thoughts of the traveller plunging 
through the darkness of the Lees Moor Tunnel, six years in the making, to 
emerge on a downward race to Ingrow Station East. The age of steam had 
transformed the rural landscape by its magnificent engineering achievements 
and would continue to contribute to the lifeblood of the communities for 
years to come. 

Ironically the completion of the railway came too late to benefit its most 
ardent supporter, Edward Townend, whose refusal to follow the dictates of 
the London fashion trade precipitated the decline of the family business in 
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1884. The line was also the last of a succession of undertakings carried out by 
Messrs Benton & Woodiwiss. The partnership was dissolved upon the death 
of Abraham Woodiwiss in December 1884. According to a prior agreement 
between the partners, on the demise of either one, the firm would cease to 
continue. An auction of the equipment was advertised for March 17th and 
18°' at the Contractors Yard, at Manywells Quarry Cullingworth, and at Great 
Horton Station. Isaac Woodiwiss settled in Cullingworth and purchased a 
sizeable portion of land on January 1885, stretching from Turf Lane down to 
Halifax Road, and from the Goods Yard access across to the Cullingworth 
Board School. The building of Turf House began almost immediately at the 
furthermost part of his land on Turf Lane, commanding an elevated position 
overlooking the station and its amenities. Isaac did not long succeed his father, 
dying in June 1887 aged fifty seven; his family remained in the village 
diversifying from railway to building contractors. 
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SCHOOLDAYS IN WIBSEY 

By Muriel Shackleton 

I HAVE ONLY a vague memory of my first day at school. Mother took me to 
Buttershaw St. Paul's (Buttershaw Church School as it was usually known). 
She came into the classroom with me where we were met by Miss 
Ormondroyd, the head of the Infants' Department and a holy terror to naughty 
children. Often the threat to 'take you to Miss Ormondroyd' was enough to 
quieten an unruly child. 

Miss Ormondroyd lived with her sister on Reevy Road. When I saw her 
in later years, she always had a smiling greeting for me and asked how my 
younger brother, Allan, fared. How teachers remember all the children who 
pass through their hands is a miracle to me! Allan's Sunday School teacher 
often asked about him too. He was usually a good child with a mass of blond 
curls. Was it the curls or the character which caused teachers to remember 
him? 

On that first day at school, I sat at a long desk with three or four other 
children, probably newcomers too, as this desk was at right angles to the rest 
of the class. 

The 'Babies' class was in the same room, partially separated from our 
Second Class by a wide blackboard. Babies had a sand tray and other 
playthings and each afternoon lay down to rest on canvas beds on metal 
frames, which had to be put down and taken up again each day. There was a 
rocking horse and a pair of swinging chairs which we, Second Class children, 
were allowed to use occasionally, perhaps at wet playtimes. 

Wibsnj School, August 2003, showing little change. 
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We learned to write on individual blackboards laid on top of our desks 
and collected and given out by blackboard monitors who joyfully made a 
great clatter each time until told to make less noise. When we graduated to 
either sheets of ruled paper or exercise books, we wrote between thin and 
thick lines, the top lines being reached by tall letters and the middle ones 
containing the shorter letters. This was after we had moved up into First 
Class. 

Miss Bell was my first teacher and moved up with us into a separate 
classroom when we became First Class. She was a very pleasant young woman 
who wore a green overall, ornamented on cuffs and collar by attractive 
stitching in black, yellow and gold. She left to be married at the end of that 
school year. Married women were not allowed to teach before the war, though 
an older, widowed woman, Mrs. Midgley, taught Standard II. 

After the first day, I walked to school by myself. There were three roads to 
cross but motor vehicles were a rare sight in the early 1930s. I crossed uneven, 
potholed Harbour Road and followed a flagged path beside a garden to 
Buttershaw Lane. This was also a very quiet road then. Across Buttershaw 
Lane was a hen run and aviary where Mr. Airth kept budgerigars. I became 
friendly with his daughter Mary and we often went to and from school 
together. Mr. Airth worked at the Green Market, starting very early in a 
morning, so he was usually at home in the afternoon and often in his hen 
run. He would astound children by taking a lighted cigarette into his mouth, 
then popping out again on his tongue, apparently quite unhurt. I was sorry 
when Mary left St. Paul's to attend St. Joseph's. I couldn't understand why 
she had to go to a different school, but the family was Catholic and had had 
the good sense to send Mary to the nearest school whilst she was small. 
St Joseph's is almost in Bradford and meant both a tram ride and a longer 
walk. 

Another of my friends was Irene Horsman who lived on Ivy Terrace 
towards the bottom of Buttershaw Lane. Opposite the school entrance, across 
St. Paul's Avenue, where the occasional car was seen and we had to take care 
in crossing, was a footpath, which led across the bottom of a field into 
Buttershaw Lane. Sometimes I walked across the field with Irene rather than 
taking the more direct route home. 
I remember playing in the hay in this field, having great fun throwing it 

about and throwing ourselves onto the haycocks. I suppose the hay would 
have had to be raked up again after our antics. Pictures in children's books 
would show people walking through mowing grass and playing in the hay. 
No wonder children didn't realise what work they were causing and couldn't 
understand why they were called out of hayfields by irate adults. 
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Across Buttershaw Lane from the hayfield was a path leading over Pit 
Hills to Cold Harbour Farm, with a branch going down through the fields to 
Halifax Road. Sometimes Mother would meet me from school and we would 
walk over there with my younger brother, returning home along Harbour 
Road. 

It must have been in my last year at St. Paul's, when my brother would be 
about seven years old, that one afternoon I went with him and his friend to 
play on the Pit Hills instead of going straight home. Allan and his friend slid 
down the red shale hills in a squatting position, on the flats of their feet. I 
never could balance on the flat of my feet always being bottom heavy, so I 
slid as best I could, reddening my navy-blue knickers with each try. 

When we arrived home, Mother wanted to know where we had been and 
why had we not come straight home. Being older, I should have known better 
than to go Onto Pit Hills. I don't think Mother ever believed that I had asked 
to be allowed to go with Allan and his friend. I wanted to join in the fun. 
Allan was cross too, because now that he had been found out his fun was at 
an end. When Mother saw the state of my knickers, it was bed for both of us, 
without tea. I was in everybody's black books. 

Official outings from school were few and far between. Many men were 
out of work and money was scarce. On very wet days, the headmaster would 
come round to the various classes asking who had wet feet. In his room was 
a supply of boots given by parents whose children had outgrown them. These 
were given very discreetly to children who would benefit from them. One 
day the headmaster asked whose fathers were out of work. I put up my hand 
with some others. We were given a large block of chocolate each. When I 
took mine home, Mother wanted to know where and why I had got it. When 
I said it was for children whose fathers were out of work she was really 
angry. "Don't you go round telling people your father is out of work. He isn't. 
He will soon have another job". This was true, because in the building trade 
as soon as a job was finished, men were laid off. If they were any good, they 
were soon set on somewhere else, but in the meantime, there was no wage 
and unemployment pay didn't cover the first three workless days. With every 
penny accounted for when a man was in work, even a few days without pay 
made life very difficult for women with a family to feed. 
I remember only one school trip, to Chester on Ascension Day, after 

attendance at church. Those of us who didn't go, heard how the lucky ones 
had walked on the ancient city walls. At the time, I just couldn't visualise 
that. 

We were once taken to a cinema in Manchester Road. We walked down 
St. Paul's Avenue to the tram, not like those that ran from Wibsey to Bradford, 
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but with long wooden seats along the sides of the tram. It was my first visit to 
a cinema and I was completely bewildered. I hadn't expected the place to be 
dark and once seated could make no sense of the pictures on the screen. All 
I remember of that confused experience is being frightened by a roaring lion, 
the only thing which I recognized! 

Another occasion when we walked down to Halifax Road was when the 
new King and Queen drove along there. We lined up beside the road each 
with a Union Flag, which we had made in school. We had fixed the flag to its 
stick with a couple of coloured drawing pins. I think we were given 
Coronation mugs and a book each when King GeorgeVl and his Queen came 
to the throne. 

For the Silver Jubilee of George V in 1935, we received a block of chocolate 
in a jubilee tin, which was intended for use afterwards as a pencil box. I still 
have my tin somewhere, and a Jubilee mug. 

That year we had both a May Queen and a Jubilee Queen. As I remember 
it, the Jubilee Queen was a very pretty girl from the top class. Her crown had 
real roses on it. The May Queen was an elfin little girl from our class. She had 
real primroses on her crown. Miss Bell told us that the crowns had been put 
into the cellar, where it was cool, so that the flowers would be fresh for the 
afternoon ceremony. We were told to come to school in the afternoon with 
something to wear on our heads, as the day was very hot and sunny and we 
should be out in the open all afternoon. We processed from school to the 
Fairground, some of us wheeling decorated toy prams or tricycles, 
wheelbarrows, scooters etc. 
I think a team of boys carried the maypole on to the Fairground, though 

it may have gone on the Corporation vehicle, which took chairs and the means 
of making a platform. Arnold Kellett writes in Aspects of Bradford 2 of a pageant 
depicting the legend of the Bradford Boar. This stirs a faint memory. His 
photograph shows a girl carrying a bridal type bouquet being crowned by 
the Lady Mayoress. A smaller girl sitting with a page boy could be my 
classmate. 

May Day at St. Paul's was celebrated on May 1st. On the one occasion 
when the weather was too poor for an outdoor event, the maypole was erected 
in the infants' room with all the furniture pushed back to the walls. We had 
closing assemblies in this room too. I remember singing 'Now the Day is 
Over' with late sunlight streaming through the tall windows. 

Usually the maypole was set up in the school playground, though I 
remember at least one occasion when we were able to use the church cricket 
field. We had school sports there too and sometimes 'drill' and summer games. 
It was much better running about on grass than on the red shale of our school 
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Housewifery Department. 
The inscription on the headstone reads: 

1904 LAUNDRY & COOKERY 

playground. A fall in the playground usually meant a quantity of grit in 
wounded knees, and it hurt. 

We took part in Inter-school Sports at Horsfall Playing Fields off Halifax 
Road. Even though we had been told what to expect, when the starting gun 
went off I turned round to see what was happening. I was shouted to RUN, 
but the others were already off ahead of me and I was very much an 'also 
ran' 

After leaving Miss Bell and First Class we went to Miss Dalby in Standard 
I, and then to either Mrs. Midgley in Ha or Miss Clough in JIb. Children who 
had been at Wibsey Infants until Standard I, joined us in Standards II. 

Our teacher in ifia was Miss Harpin (Dolly Hairpin), who once took us to 
Judy Woods for nature study. In her class we drew oak leaves, beech and 
sycamore, which I never forgot. We also drew fishing boats showing their 
nets, both drifters and trawlers, also remembered to this day. I was away ill 
when the class started long division and I don't think lever mastered it until 

I moved up to Standard IV at 
Wibsey School. 

The walk to St. Paul's was 
quite pleasant. The flagged 
path between Harbour Road 
and Buttershaw Lane was 
between a triangle of mown 
grass and a garden. Mr. 
Airth's hen run was 
surrounded by an old 
drystone wall as well as wire 
netting. We could see over the 
wall where hens were 
running about on the grass 
and budgerigars flying inside 
the aviary. Between the 
beaten earth path and the 
wall was long grass and lying 
in this grass, half hidden, was 
a wooden telegraph pole. I 
am sure it lay there all the 
years I was going to 
Buttershaw (St. Paul's) 
School. Of course, we had to 
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walk along this pole. 
The end one of a row of low decker cottages on Church Lane, coming 

from Buttershaw Lane on the right, was a tiny shop kept by Mrs.Thomton. 
She was a huge woman dressed in a black overall. There was hardly room for 
her in the little shop, which must have been a part of her home. The roofs of 
those cottages sloped down to about shoulder height at the back and some 
naughty boys occasionally climbed onto them. Mrs. Thornton sold boiled 
ham and udder and sweets. The ham was delicious. 

There was a row of terrace houses further along Church Lane where it 
came to St. Paul's Avenue. These houses backed onto a field used for 
haymaking and the rough area immediately behind them was a haven for 
hedge parsley, field buttercups and dandelions. 

Older girls said hedge parsley was called 'Mother Die' because if you 
picked it your mother would die. I didn't believe this, but never did pick 
Mother Die. Here we were almost opposite the school and crossed the road 
with care. 

The grass verges alongside St. Paul's Avenue were starred with daisies 
and white clover and, in due season, we could see lady's purse (bird's foot 
trefoil) there. When I first came across lady's purse in the countryside, I didn't 
recognise it on its longer stems. All the flowers in the grass verges were short 
because they were cut down whenever the grass was mown (at regular 
intervals in those days). 

Sometimes we came home 'by train'. Two of the boys would be the engine, 
one walking backwards holding hands with one facing him. They pushed 
their arms backwards and forwards, like the cranks on a steam locomotive, 
and made fitting noises. The rest of us hung on behind and were dropped off 
at suitable stops where our ways diverged. 

The walk to Wibsey Modern School was at least twice as far. We crossed 
Reevy Road from the side with the very wide grass verges to that opposite 
where there were three hen nina to pass, then the wide entrance to the Congs 
Cricket Ground, a joiner's shop and a row of terrace houses with a shop at 
the end, gable onto St. Helena Road, which we crossed. The flagged path on 
Tennyson Road took us as far as Fair Road. Grass grew beside this path and 
in springtime, usually after the last big snow had melted, cleats (coltsfoot) 
were flowering there. Later there were dandelions. 

The Fairground lies at the angle of Tennyson Road and Fair Road. In 
winter, when snow had been shoveled from roads and footways, it was taken 
to the Fairground in horse drawn dustcarts. Here the heaps of snow looked 
like a range of mountains. Of course, we had to walk over them all and often 
arrived home wet and dirty with grey snow in our wellingtons. Before the 
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clean air act, snow very quickly became dirty 
We crossed Fair Road and instead of walking down to North Road turned 

off onto a dirt road past some gardens to Bagnall Terrace where we walked 
in front of a row of cottages to North Road and school. At the last cottage in 
the row, a little terrier was usually sitting on the doorstep. As we stopped to 
pat this friendly dog, the old lady would come out to talk to us and we trotted 
on to school warmed by the friendliness of these two. 

October 5th was Fair Day in Wibsey and was almost as important in many 
families as Christmas. At St. Paul's School Fair Day was always a holiday. I 
couldn't believe that it wouldn't be so at Wibsey School, but our headmaster, 
Mr. Mann, said we were safer in school than roaming the streets where horses 
were running. Walking to school past the Fair on Fair Day almost broke my 
heart. 

Apart from that, I was very happy at Wibsey and didn't want to leave to 
go to Secondary School, so remained a Wibsey scholar until I was fourteen 
and then started my first job at Prospect Combing Co, a subsidiary of Bulmer 
and Lunib, lower down Wibsey off Holroyd Hill. 

It was 1938 when I joined Standard IV at Wibsey Modem School, a very 
different school from Buttershaw St. Paul's. Here, to make an assembly hail, 
classroom partitions were pushed back and we stood between the desks. At 
Wibsey were two permanent halls surrounded by classrooms. 

In Standards WA and B, which were the scholarship classes, we stayed in 
our own classrooms with our own teachers, Miss Fretwell for the A class and 
Mr. Semper for the B. After Standard IV had sorted who went to Secondary, 
Central or Grammar School, the remaining pupils, with the addition of 
'staying on' scholars from Bankfoot and Bank Top, were divided into Upper, 
Middle and Lower Forms, where we moved to different teachers for different 
subjects. 

We had to walk around the edges of the halls in orderly fashion, no running 
across, in the main hall was the headmaster's desk, where he could be found 
when not visiting the classrooms. From here he conducted opening and 
closing assemblies and tried to get us to sing hymns ins satisfactory fashion. 
He taught us 'Bird Songs at Eventide' and similar songs, and often had only 
Form III or Form IV singing the last verse softly. Usually this sounded quite 
good. 

In 1939, war was declared, and our summer holiday was extended whilst 
the subterranean passages under our school were made suitable to be used 
as air raid shelters. The shed in the girls' playground was fronted by a brick 
wall to make a 'surface shelter'. This work continued into the winter, so we 
shared premises with Buttershaw Council School on Farfield Road, quite a 
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trek from Wibsey, but one or two of our scholars lived in Buttershaw and had 
the same journey to make to Wibsey School. Why they didn't attend 
Buttershaw School I don't know. 

Brick 'surface shelters' had been built in the playground at Buttershaw 
and 'air raid drill' there wasn't so frightening as at Wibsey. There we descended 
into the tunnels where there were peculiar metal contraptions that were part 
of the heating and ventilating system. Warm air was ducted into the 
classrooms via grilles at knee height. Used air was taken out through large 
openings below the ceiling. 

Another detested activity was 'gas mask drill'. J always felt I was going to 
suffocate with that rubber mask over my face and my visor always misted 
over so that I couldn't see. Some children made a game of gas mask wearing 
and produced a medley of pig-like noises. 
I walked to Buttershaw Council School via Cold Harbour, scold harbour 

indeed in winter time, especially when fighting wind-driven snow. Coming 
home, the wind was usually behind us. Cold Harbour and the fields across 
the road to the north are part of Wibsey Slack (slakki: Old Norse meaning a 
hollow on a hillside) and were often wet. When the snow had melted or after 
continuous rain, the field beside Slack Road developed large pools where 
the water couldn't drain away because of the wall and pavement and road. I 
remember boys using old doors to float as rafts on these pools. I think some 
of them might have been rather wet before they reached home. 

Sharing a school meant that we 'part-timers' attended school mornings 
only one week and afternoons the next. We also went to school on at least 
some Saturday mornings and had homework to do. I was glad when we 
returned to Wibsey and normal school hours. 

During the war we had to save paper and instead of having nice new 
exercise books often used blank sheets torn from a previous year's books. All 
books were in short supply and many became over-used and tatty. Exercise 
books used in the Science Room were hard- backed and were expected to see 
us through three years' work. We took over partially used books. When we 
were in Form III a small allocation of reading books became available. Mr. 
Mann, the headmaster, discussed with our English teacher, Miss Cundall, 
which books to order. Much to Miss Cundall's and the class's disappointment, 
Mr. Mann decided on Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens. I doubt whether 
these books ever became tatty through over use! 

Everything was in short supply and we had to get the last bit of use out of 
each pen nib, pencil and anything else, and not wastepaper. The Housewifery 
Department had a small ration of meat and fats and it was one of the tasks 
there to take the school shopping basket and ration book to a local shop. 
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Boys grew vegetables instead of doing woodwork. No new wood was 
available. 

As our younger teachers disappeared into the Forces, retired elderly men 
and married women teachers took their places. One or two young women 
came in and it seemed strange to see boys' P.T. taken by a young woman 
instead of a man. 

With one or two other careful workers, I was allowed to keep my last 
English book when I left school. This, being full, should have gone for salvage 
and was handed over secretly. 

So ended my happy years at Wibsey Modem School. 

(Photos by Muriel Shackleton.) 

-63-



BRADFORD MOOR MEMORIES 

By Cedric Wilson 

An edited version of the Presidential Address given to the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society in October 1994. 

THIS ACCOUNT RELATES to memories of life in and around Bradford Moor 
in the period 1938-1968. The idea of this as a subject first came to me during 
last winter when I visited my dentist in Killirighall Road. It was a wet and 
gloomy day and I reflected how different the area now seemed and how 
things had changed. 

When I came to seek out the history of the area I found that unlike, say, 
Bowling, Horton and other areas of the city, very little seemed to have been 
said or written about Bradford Moor. Therefore what I shall say will be about 
some of the buildings of the area and my own memories of people and events 
during this period. 

Few locals, certainly in my day, could definitively identify the precise 
location of Bradford Moor, but a look at old maps of the area show relatively 
open countryside and woodland stretching up from the town to the Moor in 
the Killinghall Road turnpike area. This presumably was the 'barren and 
extensive tract of land' referred to by James in his History and Topography of 
Bradford. James also records coal mining in the area and a gathering of Luddites 
on the Moor in 1826. It is said that in the 191  century there was horse racing 
there too. The OS map of 1867 shows the present Bradford Moor Park in 
almost the same layout as today, but known then as the Recreation Ground. 

The local landmark of the time was the Bradford Moor Barracks, sited in 
the area now occupied by the Warley Drive estate. They were built in 1841 
and demolished in the late 1920s. Latterly they were the base for the Green 
Howards, the Royal Artillery and the Service Corps. Friends of mine lived at 
2 Leeds Old Road and I well recall being shown an area of the old barrack 
square, uncovered when a new drive was being laid. Until recently the 
memory of the barracks was perpetuated by the nearby Barrack Tavern public 
house. (Now Habib's Restaurant and Sweet House. Ed.) 
My family moved to the area in early 1938, the year before war began, 

and one of my earliest memories is of being taken from my bed by my maternal 
grandmother (who lived with us) and huddling beneath the stairs during an 
air raid. I can still remember the sound of the aircraft and the bombs which 
fell in that one night in 1940. The following day I was taken into Leeds Road 
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The old Barrack Tavern 

to join the crowds of people surveying the damage caused to St Peter's Church 
(then newly-built), and to the Baptist chapel lower down the road which had 
been pretty well demolished. I suppose wartime for children was exciting 
and I well remember my father doing his ARP duties (he was in a reserved 
occupation) and my mother collecting for National Savings. The blackout, 
the rationing and eventually the victory street-bonfires all provided a certain 
excitement. I never remember going to one of the several public shelters which 
were erected, although, as they were not demolished until well after the war, 
they were a useful venue for adventurous children! 

Bradford Moor Golf Course : The golf course was nearby and a favourite open 
space for play (not approved of, of course, by the golfers!). Nine of the original 
eighteen holes had been requisitioned for cultivation for the war effort and 
this made a splendid, if illicit, playground. It became less interesting in later 
years when restored, not as a golf course, but simply as a recreation area. 
Now part of the land is occupied by the buildings of re-located Lapage 
Primary School, restricting the once open view from the houses in nearby 
Barkerend Road. Lower down the road was the Myra Shay open space, 
don-mated by its spoil heap and known to generations as the 'Black Hill'. 
This was good fun to scrabble around on but the fun element vanished when 
one arrived home dirty and disheveled! The hill is now grassed over and 
part of the area is in use as school playing fields. 

Bradford Moor Park: I spent much time in the park, then (or so it seems to me 
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now), a much pleasanter place than it is today. In those days there was a fine 
bandstand - often in use —and extensive conservatories surrounded by formal 
gardens. All are now sadly gone. The lake had paddle boats and was in great 
demand for sailing models too. When I saw it recently it was occupied by 
one solitary duck and the remains of a motorcar. In recent years there seems 
to have been a policy of opening out the parks and simply creating large 
areas of grassland. This is certainly true of Bradford Moor Park and I think a 
lot of its attraction has been lost. 

Housing: Much of the land in the area was owned by the Earl of Harewood 
and was developed for housing in the late 19th century. Some of it was laid 
out in a grid pattern and provided a variety of types and sizes of dwelling. 
One of the principal streets was named Harewood after the noble Earl. Most 
of the housing remains today, although some has certainly seen better days! 
Also in an area bounded by Barkerend Road and Chelmsford Road, was a 
enclave of much older housing known as Coach Row. These were considered 
to be much inferior to the other housing of the area. This area has been cleared 
and the only buildings remaining are the Coach & Horses and the Myra Shay 
(formerly Cardigan Arms) public houses. Bradford Moor Health Centre now 
occupies much of the site. 

The 'inferior' housing of Coach Row 

Street traders: A great feature of the 1940s and 50s was the street trader. In 
Bradford Moor we had them all: the rag and bone man with his horse and 
cart piled high with all manner of domestic castoffs (shades of Steptoe!); the 
coal merchant, first with his horse-drawn cart, later motorized; the milkman 
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selling by measure into jugs provided; Ringtons Tea, whose horse-drawn 
vans looked very much like hansom cabs, again later motorized. The post-
war years produced a crop of itinerant door-to-door salesmen who seemed 
to be around in all weathers selling their wares. It always seemed to me a 
soul-destroying job. Another feature of the period, one of which the present 
day health authorities would disapprove, was the special bin provided in 
each back street for the collection of food waste, destined to be made into 
animal feed. I never knew the official description, but they were known by 
everyone as the 'pigbin'. Many a youngster was threatened by older boys 
with having his head put in it! 

Notable houses: Unfortunately for me  often had to see the doctor, but visits to 
his house were always a source of fascination. (Much more interesting than 
having him visit one's home!) His was one of two large detached houses in 
Barkerend Road situated between the golf course and Mira Shay. It is still 
there today although no longer a medical practice. I remember well the dark 
and heavy decor of the waiting room with fixed, wooden seating around the 
wails and the spluttering gas fire in one corner. Between this room and the 
surgery was a small dispensary in which (pre-NHS) a lady dispensed 
prescriptions. The surgery itself was quite small with a massive rolltop desk 
and a bank of polished wooden filing cabinets. Dr Malcolm Sinnette was an 
elderly and kindly Scot of, I rather fancy, Presbyterian upbringing; the waiting 
room always had a hanging calendar advertising the virtues of abstention! It 
was said that he was a Rechabite, not that many knew what one was! However, 
all this said he was very good with children. After the war he was joined in 
the practice by his son, James, who continued after his father's death in 
partnership with Dr Fred Weston. Sadly, I think around 1960, James was 
killed in a local road accident, thus ending his family's connection with the 
area. 

The neighbouring house was the vicarage for St. Clement's church. Built 
in 1910 at an inconvenient distance from the church buildings, it is a very 
fine house, both externally and internally. It is said that when the church was 
built it was planned to build a house next to it for the vicar, and the site was 
promised free of charge by a benefactor. The offer was declined when the 
Church Commissioners learned that the local Co-operative Society was about 
to open a store opposite to the site. In those days it would not have done for 
the clergy to have had such a direct view of tradesmen! Strange to say, on a 
recent walk in the area, I found that a new vicarage was course of construction 
behind the church, very near to the original one offered and rejected! Of 
course, the Co-op shop is long gone. 
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This brings me to St Clement's Church. 
Built in 1894 and served then by clergy 
from the Parish Church to cater for the 
expanding population of the area, it is a 
Grade II listed building whose rather 
plain exterior belies a rich interior. Its 
external distinguishing feature is the small 
hexagonal tower at the northwest corner. 
Though still a feature of the building, it is 
less so than formerly when it was 
surmounted by a small copper-covered 
wooden spire. This was badly damaged 
at one time by storms and had to be 
removed. A pity it was never replaced. 
The building was paid for by the Hon. Mrs 
Frances Whittuck, daughter of the 13th 
Viscount Mountgarrett, and on the north 
wall inside is an interesting memorial 
tablet recording her benefaction. 
Internally the church is quite spacious but 
recently part of the nave area has been 
converted into vestries and a meeting area. 
There are two windows with glass by 
Kempe and a mosaic marble reredos by the Venetian artist Salviati. There are 
painted panels in the ceiling of the chancel reputedly by William Morris or 
one of his pupils and also paintings in the spandrels of the nave arches. The 
organ is a good three-pedal manual instrument by the local builders J. J. 
Binns. It was originally powered by a water-driven blower, a strange device 
which could be very noisy in operation and prone to emitting disconcerting 
gurgling sounds. It was eventually replaced by a modem electric blower. 

Next to the church on the rising ground to the east, was built the Sunday 
School, again substantially funded by the Hon. Mrs Whittuck. It was said (in 
the 1950's) to be the largest church hall in the Bradford diocese. At that time 
I recall that it was in great demand for all manner of church social events, 
amateur dramatics and soon. In 1955 the Sunday school had 535 pupils and 
53 teachers! Inevitably such a large building became a liability for the parish, 
needing much costly refurbishment, and so in the 1970's it was sold. It is now 
an Asian community centre and has actually been extended! 

The hexagonal tower of 
St Clernents. 

Schools: Opposite the church, in Barkerend Road and in Byron Street, stand 
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the extensive buildings of Hanson School. To generations of locals known 
simply as 'Hanson', it has since had a name change and Hanson itself has 
been relocated. (Now, September 2003, 'An exclusive development of 68 luxury 
apartments'. Ed.) 

The original Hanson School building. 

The school was named after James Hanson, chairman of the Bradford 
School Board in 1891, and was first established in Peckover Street in the city 
centre. The present building dates from 1897 and has seen much alteration 
and addition over the years, as has the curriculum! The latter was said to 
have included at one time, for the girls at least, daily breathing exercises to 
music - an early version of aerobics! During the 1914-18 war, Hansonians 
were urged to follow the example set by the King and Queen by taking a 
pledge of abstinence for the duration of the war! In the 1930s the school almost 
lost much of its playing fields when they were proposed as the site for a new 
Catholic secondary school. The war intervened and the playing fields 
remained. 

Other schools in the area were Lapage and Bradford Moor, both 
contemporary with Hanson. Lapage had the local public baths and swimming 
pool. My only contact with the buildings was an abortive attempt by three 
friends to teach me to swim. The baths complex has been demolished in 
recent years and as with Hanson, Lapage has been relocated on part of the 
former golf course. The fine buildings remain. (In September 2003 they were 
standing empty but being acquired by the Abu Hurairuh Academy - Ed.) 

Bradford Moor School was another landmark at the junction of Leeds 
Road and Killinghall Road - really on the edge of Bradford Moor proper. I 
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The ernphj buildings of Lapage School, 2003 

remember it as a grim monolithic building. It succumbed to dry rot and other 
deterioration. It was demolished some years ago. The extensive site, long 
vacant, opened up the view at this busy junction, but there was a sense of 
something missing. 

Corner shops were a great feature of local life and there were a great variety of 
them. One quite close to us was a general grocer and off-license. I have 
memories of seeing neighbours going to and fro with large jugs to collect 
their beer. The shop itself was a complete jumble, or so it seemed, but to me, 
it appeared to sell almost anything that could possibly be needed. Other 
shops in the vicinity included a confectioner, greengrocery, butcher (sawdust 
on the floor), fish and chips, shoe-repairer and chemist. This latter was always 
a source of interest because of its dim interior and all its strangely shaped 
and coloured bottles and containers of pills and potions. I recall too, that the 
local newsagent also ran a private lending library. I am sure that you will 
agree that all these sights and sounds of the past are a far cry from today's 
supermarkets! 

The Fair: Once or twice a year the Fair was held on spare land at the rear of 
Warley Drive. This was a great attraction. For children, and for adults too, it 
was a fascinating place with its rich assortment of traditional rides and slot 
machines. Certainly I enjoyed using them - usually losing the few pence I 
had 'invested'. I recall winrthig two or three small goldfish on one occasion, 
but we had at home no suitable bowl for them, so I'm afraid they did not 
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survive long. It must be a sign of age that in those days I enjoyed and eagerly 
looked forward to the fair - now I would not want to go near one! 

Public Houses: The local public houses did not at that time figure very largely 
in my life - certainly my parents never patronised any of them They preferred 
the occasional drink at home. As time went by, however, I ventured into each 
of the 'locals'. 
A Barrack Tavern (now Habib's Restaurant and Sweet House) was, I think, on 

this site in the days of the barracks. The present pseudo-Tudor building was 
built when Killinghall Road was widened in the 1930s. It belonged originally 
to Bentleys Yorkshire Brewery. Here I had my first drink locally one New 
Year's Eve with a party of friends. A recent visit revealed that it is no longer 
the pleasant baronial style place that I remember. 

The Coach and Horses public house. 

The Coach and Horses in Barkerend Road near to the junction with 
Killinghall Road was originally a Melbourne house. It now stands isolated 
following the clearance of the Coach Row cottages. It still retains internally 
the Victorian fixtures and fittings, engraved glass and so on. I am not sure, 
but it seems likely that the present pub replaced an earlier one. This was 
originally the road from Bradford to Leeds and presumably it served the 
coaching trade. 

The Cardigan Arms is now renamed the Miry Shay again, and stands isolated 
for the same reasons as the Coach and Horses. I visited it once only, and 
found it quite small, poky and undistinguished internally. It was definitely 
considered to be the social inferior of the others. 
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I 

The Miry S/my public house. 

,U "11!Ith' 

Public Transport: Prior to 1950 Barkerend Road was the preserve of the tramcar 
(trolleybuses did run in Killinghall Road). Many people will remember the 
Bradford tram, the 'boneshaker', open-ended on the top deck. I understand 
that the narrower-than-usual gauge on which they operated was a reason for 
their instability. However, instability or not, the steep gradients made the 
downhill journeys particularly exciting - especially up front on lop! These 
days this type of tram would be thought of as very old-fashioned and 
dangerous but then they were simply the accepted mode of transport for the 
great majority of the population. 

Trolleybuses: Around 1950 the Bradford Moor tram route was converted 
to trolleybus operation, and these soon became the accepted thing. They had 
not the presence - or the noise - of the trams, but they were undeniably more 
comfortable and quiet. These operated a through service to Saltaire and 
Bingley; very useful for accessing the 'top end of town'. The trams, I suppose, 
were soon forgotten. The end for the trolleybus came in the early 60s, largely, 
it was said, because of the redevelopment of the city centre. I was told that 
the City Engineer of the time, Gordon Wardley, disliked the idea of the 'new' 
city centre being disfigured by the infrastructure needed for electric traction. 
Whether true or not, over a period, all the city's trolleybus routes disappeared. 

Motor buses were introduced in the early 60s as replacements for the 
trolleybus and one of my earliest memories of using them on the Bradford 
Moor route was in the evening peak hour on the first day of operation. A bus 
(I was on it!) failed to negotiate the steepest section of Church Bank and came 
to a standstill alongside the Cathedral wall, It was not a new vehicle, a number 
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had been purchased second-hand from London Transport, and it was 
apparently not geared low enough to cope with the steep gradients of 
Bradford! This was an inauspicious beginning for the route and was seen as 
an omen, refueling the controversy caused by the removal of electric traction. 

Railways: The nearest station was at Laisterdyke on the line from Bradford 
Exchange to Leeds and Wakefield. The station itself in its deep cutting was a 
very dismal, sepulchral place: Transylvania on a wet and foggy day! It was, 
however, very useful in that most parts of Bradford Moor were an easy walk 
from it. Sadly it was closed in the 60s. 

Leeds Road Hospital was situated on the hill between Leeds Road and Barkerend 
Road. It was designed by local architects Andrews & Pepper and largely 
paid for by a local worthy, Alfred Harris, who laid the foundation stone irì1869 
(his memory is perpetuated in the naming of Harris Street in the city centre). 
The hospital was built in typical Victorian style. A small but interesting feature 
was the provision of a flight of steps and private entrance for the use of the 
hospital chaplain, the vicar of Holy Trinity, Leeds Road. The steps led directly 
into the vicarage grounds and may well still exist, although the house and 
church disappeared in 1966. 
I suppose the hospital was well used in the 30s and 40s. We children were 

constantly warned of activities that might result in catching 'the fever'. 
Diphtheria and scarlet fever were common at that time and some of my 
contemporaries must have been treated there. Most of the buildings are still 
extant although I'm told that only two wards remain open for medical cases 
and others are used for geriatric patients. 

Spooner House ('Crowtrees') was, in my day, a probation hostel. As children it 
seemed to be a shadowy place where naughty children were incarcerated (of 
course we really knew little about it!). At that time it was screened from the 
main Killinghall Road, but now it is much more in view, has had a facelift 
and is in use as a residential home for old people. 

Tewitt Hall and Mira Shay House: A map of 1887 shows Tewitt Hall as being 
behind the present doctor's house and the vicarage, between Mira Shay and 
the golf course. I remember a farmhouse-type building in approximately 
this location - presumably that was it, or the remains of it. Mira Shay house is 
shown on the same map as being on the northern limits of the Mira Shay 
playing field on, or near, the existing spoil heap. 

St Peter's Church and Presbytery: These are not strictly in Bradford Moor, but 
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are deserving of mention. I have already said that the church suffered bomb 
damage in 1940. This was fairly speedily restored. The church was built in 
1933 and its redbrick Italianate tower can be seen from many parts of the city. 
An interesting feature is that it is, I'm told, one of only two Catholic churches 
in England to display in its decor the arms of Pope John Paul I. It seems that 
at the time of the Pope's election, the church was being redecorated and the 
arms were inserted as part of the decorations in the apse. You will remember 
that the Pope died after only a few months in office, but the cost of replacing 
the armorial depiction with that for the new Pope was prohibitive, so things 
were left as they were. 

The presbytery adjoining is a fine Victorian house originally known as 
'Greenhill' and having quite extensive grounds. It was the property of one 
Willis Wood, a local mill owner. His widow sold the house and grounds to 
the Roman Catholic diocese of Leeds for the building of the church and use 
as the presbytery. The house has some fine decorative plasterwork in its 
principal rooms and on the staircase. 

St Peter's Church. 

The 1961 Census 
One of the most interesting experiences of my time in the area was of 

being an enumerator in the 1961 census. My appointed area was on the borders 
of Bradford Moor, close to Laisterdyke. The job entailed visiting every house 
in the prescribed area delivering (into the hand of the householder or his 
representative) the census papers and explaining the requirements to him. 
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The completed forms had all to be collected on Census Day itself. 
My experiences were many and varied. Many Asian families were just 

coming into the area and many of them treated the enumerator like the Man 
from the Ministry! All were most helpful and plied one with offers of food 
and drink. It was wise to decline these offers for obvious reasons! There were, 
still in 1961, some who could not read or write. Not only had the forms to be 
explained simply (rather difficult to do) but had to be filled in for them and 
witnessing their mark. One or two homes displayed appalling living 
conditions - sometimes it seemed of their own choosing - and one was glad 
to get away from those. There were inevitably one or two unpleasant 
encounters, some involving fierce dogs. 

Au Revoir My parents and I moved away from Bradford Moor in 1968.1 was 
sorry to leave the area in which I had been brought up, and the people who 
lived there. However, life moves on, and one must look to the future, without, 
of course, forgetting the past. 

(All photographs by Bob Duckett, September 2003.) 
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RECENT PROJECTS IN THE BRADFORD ARCHIVES 

By Anne George 

IN RECENT YEARS funding for special projects has been made available 
through the Heritage Lottery Fund and the New Opportunities Fund. West 
Yorkshire Archive Service has been very successful in obtaining grants in 
order to undertake special work which otherwise would not have seen the 
light of day. They focus on improving access to archives, raising awareness 
of their potential inthe fields of education and life-long learning and attracting 
new users. 

Archive Listings Access Project (ALAP) 
This was the first in a series of special projects designed to increase public 
access to information about the collections of the Archive Service through 
the enhanced use of technology. In January 1999 the Heritage Lottery Fund 
awarded £80,500 out of the total project costs of L99,490. With this, computers 
and database software were purchased for use at all five service points (in 
Bradford, Wakefield, Leeds, Calderdale and Kirklees) and at Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society. Summary descriptions of all the archive collections 
(comprising reference number, date range and resumé of the scope and 
contents) were then transferred onto the new system and the whole database 
was launched on the Internet in 2001. View it at www.archives.wyjs.org.uk, 
and click on Search Catalogue. 

As well as the comprehensive summary information, detailed catalogue 
entries for six major archive collections, one from each service point, selected 
for their particular significance, were added to the database. The collection 
selected from Bradford Archives was the well-known Deed Box Collection. 
It is a miscellaneous collection of over 240 boxes, including deeds, records 
relating to Bradford Manor and the Soke Mills, Yorkshire ballads and poems 
including those of Abraham Holroyd, political and election papers with 
pamphlets and broadsides relating to the Ten Hours Movement and children's 
employment in the 1830s and 1840s, records of parliamentary reform groups, 
theatre posters, collections of William Cudworth (first secretary of BHAS) - 
the list goes on. After the work of ALAP, people all over the world can see 
what riches are available at Bradford Archives and plan their holidays to 
take in a research visit! 
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West Yorkshire COSMOS: minority communities today and tomorrow 
Launched in 2000 and completed in December 2001, £30,000 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund enabled the creation of a travelling exhibition to mark the 
Millennium, unveiled at the Bradford Meta in July 2000. The exhibition formed 
the focal point of a year-long programme of activities designed to increase 
awareness of the Archive Service among minority ethnic groups in West 
Yorkshire, and to improve the service it provides for them. The COSMOS 
project had important results for Bradford Archives - the records of the third 
oldest Reform Synagogue in Britain were deposited for there for safe-keeping, 
directly following the awareness raised by the project. They were deposited 
via the grandson of Rabbi Joseph Strauss who had come to 'Worstedopolis' 
from Stuttgart in 1873 and who went on to serve the German Jewish 
community here for over 50 years. 

Yorkshire Signpost 
Bradford Archives was proud to accommodate the Yorkshire Signpost project 
between 2001 and early 2003. This project, led by the West Yorkshire Archive 
Service on behalf of the Yorkshire Regional Archives Council, was awarded 
£147,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to gather in and edit information 
about all publicly accessible archive collections held in repositories throughout 
the Yorkshire and Humber region, for mounting on the Internet. Yorkshire 
Signpost turned out to be a far more wide-reaching project than first envisaged 
—by the end, information had been gathered in from 152 different institutions 
in Yorkshire which hold archival material, including archive offices 
themselves, local studies libraries, museums, educational establishments and 
voluntary run institutions. 

In Bradford city centre alone there are ten different places which hold 
archive collections: Bradford Archives, Bradford Local Studies Library, 
Bradford Industrial Museum, the Colour Museum, the Peace Museum, J B 
Priestley Library at Bradford University, the Commonweal Collection, 
Bradford Cathedral Archives, Bradford Textile Archive in the Yorkshire Craft 
Centre and the National Museum of Photography, Film and Television. 
Information on all of these is now obtainable from just one website - a great 
help. If, for example, you are researching the town's textile history, you might 
need information from five of these places. 

Yorkshire Signpost forms part of the national Access to Archives (A2A) 
initiative led by the Public Record Office, the Historical Manuscripts 
Commission (now merged to form the National Archives) and the British 
Library. All the Yorkshire Signpost data is mounted on the A2A website at 
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www.a2a.pro.gov.uk. You can search and browse for information on England's 
written records, dating from 900 to the present day. There are more than 4.5 
million entries describing archives held in 322 different repositories across 
England. Once at the site, click on 'Search Catalogues' and enter a single key 
word or phrase, such as the name of a person, family, business or place, or a 
subject. There are links to contact details and opening times of the place 
holding the archives. 

Broad Acres, Big Houses, Yorkshire People 
The Yorkshire Region's second A2A project is again led by West Yorkshire 
Archive Service and hosted by Bradford Archives. Financed by a grant of 
£49,300 from the Heritage Lottery Fund, this 12-month project, begun in spring 
2003, is to add detailed catalogue information on family and estate archives 
held in WYAS and 14 other repositories in the Yorkshire region to the A2A 
database. It is adding depth and detail to the summary information already 
processed and mounted on the Internet at www.a2a.pro.gov.uk via the Yorkshire 
Signpost project. Catalogues of archive collections held at Bradford Archives 
to be included in this project will be the Tempest family of Tong and the 
Spencer Stanhope Manuscripts. 

Other projects with West Yorkshire Archive Service involvement 
making use of Bradford Archives material 

From History to Her Story: Yorkshire Women's Lives On-Line, 1100 to the 
Present www.historytoherstory.org.uk 
This is a rather different project, as actual images of the documents will be 
digitised and mounted on the Internet, to provide easy access to a diverse 
collection of documents. With a grant of £350,000 from the New Opportunities 
Fund, the project began in January 2002 and work started on selecting material, 
reflecting the lives of Yorkshire women, housed in the West Yorkshire Archive 
Service and elsewhere. Bradford Archives' collections will be represented 
by images of items from the collections relating to Miriam Lord, Florence 
White and the Forster Women's Centre. Miriam Lord (1885-1968) was a 
vigorous campaigner for nursery education in Bradford and was the driving 
force in establishing a community centre and nursery as a memorial to 
Margaret Mcmillan. Her papers reflect her tireless work and wide interests. 
Florence White, born in Bradford in 1886, ran a bakers shop in Lidget Green 
with her sister. The meeting she organised in 1935 publicised the plight of 
spinsters and this grew into the National Spinsters' Pension Association, a 
movement which campaigned for pensions for unmarried women at the age 
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of 55. The Forster Women's Centre was established in 1933 in Drewton Street, 
Bradford, to meet the needs of women suffering from unemployment. Its 
records include minute books, accounts and photographs. Other archives to 
be included in this project include the West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum 
female medical case books, the diaries of Anne Lister of Shibden Hall and 
letters of Charlotte Brontë. 

Moving Here: 200 years of migration to England 
In 2002, the Public Record Office, in partnership with the West Yorkshire 
Archive Service and some 30 other museums, archives and libraries, 
successfully won a grant from the New Opportunities Fund to undertake a 
project to provide access via the Internet to original material on 200 years of 
migration to England by Irish, Jewish, South Asian and Caribbean people. It 
builds on the work of the COSMOS project and will carry images, documents, 
sound and film - aiming to be the ultimate online database of original sources 
recording the migration experience. Its growing database is at 
http:/Iwww.niovinghere.org.ukl. Images for inclusion have been selected from 
Bradford Archive collections, and items from Leeds Archives have already 
been added in, such as a series of photographs showing slum clearance areas 
previously settled by Jewish, Caribbean, South Asian and Irish communities. 

An additional project concentrating on communities under-represented 
as users of the Archive Service, to be hosted at Bradford, is in its planning 
stages.A bid for Heritage Lottery funding has been prepared and if successful 
the project will start at the end of 2003. 

For further information on any of these projects, please contact me, Anne 
George, Project leader (ALAP, Yorkshire Signpost and Broad Acres) at West 
Yorkshire Archive Service: Bradford Office, 15 Canal Road, Bradford, BD1 
4AT (Tel 01274-731931). 
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SOME RECENT BOOKS ON BRADFORD 

By Bob Duckett 

PROPPING UP THE BAR in the historic Bradford Club a couple of years 
ago, I happened to say that what Bradford needed was a good, modem history 
of Bradford. "But who," I asked, "would possibly have the knowledge and 
nerve to write such a book?" The bait was laid. "I would!" said my drinking 
partner. Two months later it's a Mean Old Scene was written by T&A journalist, 
Jim Greenhalf. This history of modern Bradfordfrom 1974 (sub title) by'straight-
talking' scourge of the Bradford establishment focused on too many 
controversial issues for establishment publisher, Bradford Libraries, to handle, 
so Jim published it himself. This combative and provocative book looks at 
events and personalities such as the Yorkshire Ripper, the Bradford City fire, 
the Honeyford Affair, the Pickles era, the Bradford riots of 1995 and 2001, 
Islamic Fundamentalism, and Bradford's attempt to find a future through 
culture. 

More academic in style was Clem Richardson's The Bradford Region: Studies 
in its Human Geography. Published in 2002, this was a follow-up to his earlier 
work The Geography of Bradford (1976). Unlike that earlier work, this one covers 
the whole Bradford Metropolitan area, and beyond. 'Richardson's Geography' 
has long been a standard text for sixth formers and undergraduates (it was 
reprinted in 2000), much sought after in libraries. The deep knowledge and 
wide focus of retired lecturer Richardson ranges from coal seams to textile 
technology, place names to religious affinities, and certainly opened my eyes 
to the history and significance of what we see today. 
My conversation in the bar arose from the need to up-date Fieldhouse's 

Bradford. First published by Longman in 1972, Joe Fieldhouse's straightforward 
history appealed to a wide public. It was revised and re-published by Bradford 
Libraries in 1978, becoming a long-term best-seller and frequently reprinted. 
But history moves on, both temporally and in concept. The titles above fill 
some of the gaps, but a new history that will appeal to the newer multicultural 
generation and visitors to the area is needed still. 

Mention of Bradford Libraries, now Bradford Libraries, Archives and 
Information Service, brings to mind the valuable support it has given to local 
publishing. They were the publisher of Richardson's The Bradford Region, and 
two more recent local histories. The success of J. S. King's Heaton: the Best 
Place of All, a detailed history of the area by the present Lord of the Manor 
and ex Lord Mayor of Bradford, confounded the critics (such as me!) who 
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said that such a 'micro-history' would not sell, and it was reprinted. It will be 
interesting to see if the Libraries' latest publication, the excellent History of 
Riddlesden by David Bateman, launched at East Riddlesden Hall in the spring, 
will do as well. Astrid Hansen's Sharp to Blunt: the Story of Horton Hall, is 
another recent title of importance to local historians. At the time of writing 
this piece, Bradford Libraries is undergoing a major restructure and their 
publications programme has been suspended. With over forty publications 
to their credit, the library service has been an important player in local 
publishing. It is to be hoped that normal service will be resumed. Meanwhile 
the Central Library's foyer is still the best place for buying local books. 

Selling local history publications is a problem. The major bookshops such 
as Waterstone's and Smith's are reluctant to handle any books by local 
publishers since the latter cannot offer the large discounts and media 
promotion that the national publishers can. Tempus Publishing (Salt & Saltaire 
by Gary Firth, 2001) and Breedon Books (The Illustrated History of Bradford's 
Suburbs by Michael Birdsall, Gina Szekeley and Peter Walker, 2002) are two 
publishers who have succeeded. Both books are formatted into a publisher's 
brand - the 'Images of England' series in the case of Tempos, and 'The 
Illustrated History of ...' in the case of Breedon. In both cases prominence is 
given to illustrations. Another successful 'brand' or format, this time with 
more prose content, has been Wharncliffe Publishing's 'Aspects of... 'series, 
subtitled 'Discovering Local History'. Aspects of Bradford (1999) and Aspects 
of Bradford 2 (2000), edited by myself, were a golden opportunity to present a 
dozen or so contributions each on local topics with a nostalgia theme. From 
the former, it was the Bradford-made flying boats that caught the media 
attention, though featuring 'John Braine's Bradford' by one of his life-long 
friends gave me the most pleasure. Keighley, Thornton, Saltaire and the 
Broomfields were some of the places featured, while Bradford's Italians, 
pharmacy in Shipley, fires, trolleybuses and medieval law and disorder were 
other topics. Among the topics covered in Aspects 2 were mid-eighteenth 
century Bradford, Methodism, the history of Ilkley College, anti-vaccination 
protests in Keighley, Haworth's graveyard, Lister Park, the Fountain Brewery 
and the Westgate Infirmary. An Aspects of Bradford 3 was well advanced before 
the publisher cancelled it because "sales of the previous one were not good". 

The authors of many of these accounts - Arnold Kellett, Clive Woods, 
Elvira Willmott, Simon Valentine, etc. - will be known to readers of the Bradford 
Antiquary, but it is nice to report that the BirdsallfSzekelylWalker trio are 
younger historians bringing Bradford's history to the general public. The 
Illustrated History of Bradford's Suburbs mentioned above followed on from 
their earlier compilation A Century of Bradford (2000) published by Sutton 
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Publishing (another 'branded' series). This book was commissioned by 
W H Smith to be sold exclusively in their stores. (A store that asked Bradford 
Libraries to take back their unsold publications because they were no longer 
in the business of selling local histories!) 

Local publishing rarely succeeds without subsidies or grants, or deep 
pockets and large garages for self publishing (even then marketing is a 
problem). Societies such as the recently-formed J B Priestley Society (10 
booklets on Priestley published to date, plus a newsletter and annual journal) 
and the long-established Brontë Society do occasionally publish titles of 
interest to the local historian (e.g. 'Clerical Connections' by Margaret Connor, 
on the local clergy in the Rev. Brontë's time). It is to be hoped that the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society can continue to provide encouragement 
and support to local publishing through the pages of the Bradford Antiquary, 
and by its members badgering the booksellers! 

Publications featured: 
Bateman, David William, A Short History of Riddlesden in Yorkshire. Bradford Libraries, 
Archives and Information Service, 2002. 

Birdsall, Michael, Szekely, Gina, and Walker, Peter, The Illustrated History of Bradford's 
Suburbs. Breedon Books, 2002. 

Birdsall, Michael, Szekeley, Gina and Walker, Peter, A Century of Bradford: Events,People 
and Places Over the Last 100 Years. Sutton Publishing, 2000. 

Connor, Margaret, 'Clerical Connections: Further to the Fulneck Jane Eyre', Brontë 
Studies 28(1), March 2003, pp. 57-74. 

Duckett, Bob, editor, Aspects of Bradford. Whamcliffe Press, 1999. 

Duckett, Bob, editor, Aspects of Bradford 2. Whamcliffe Press, 2000. 

Fieldhouse, Joseph, Bradford. Longman, 1972; Revised edition, Watmoughs Limited 
and City of Bradford Metropolitan Council, Libraries Division, 1978. Out of Print. 

Firth, Gary, Salt & Saltaire (Images of England series) Tempus Publishing, 2001. 

Greenhalf, Jim, It's a Mean Old Scene: a history of modern Bradford. The Author, 2002. 

Hansen, Astrid, Sharp to Blunt: the Story of Horton Hall. Bradford Arts, Museums & 
Libraries Service, 2000. 

King, John Stanley, Heaton, the Best Place of All: a History of Heaton in Bradford Dale. 
Bradford Arts, Museums and Libraries, 2001. 

Richardson, Clement, The Bradford Region: Studies in its Human Geography. Bradford 
Libraries, Archive and Information Service, 2002. 

Richardson, Clement, A Geography of Bradford. University of Bradford, 1976. 
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WILLIAM CUDWORTH: 

WRITING LOCAL HISTORY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

By George Sheeran 

To anyone interested in the history of Bradford William Cudworth is a well-
known historian of the city and the district round about. Some regard him as 
a mine of information; others view him as one of those rather quaint 
nineteenth century local historians, but no one, as far as I can see, has made 
an attempt at an assessment of the work he produced. It is my intention in 
the following article to remedy this, and in doing so I want to do three things: 
outline the life of William Cudworth; examine the nature of nineteenth 
century local history writing; and, to conclude, arrive at an assessment of 
Cudworth's writing to see how far it was typical of, or differed from, the 
types of local history written by his contemporaries. There is also a 
bibliography of Cudworth's chief works at the end of this article. This is, 
then, an historiographical approach to history, and in particular of William 
Cudworth's writing. It is a study of how history is written and why. 

Cudworth's Life 
William Cudworth was born in Bradford in 1830, and was apprenticed at 
twelve years of age to the printing trade. His father was a printer and 
Cudworth junior was taken on by William Byles of Bradford, proprietor of 
The Bradford Observer. He progressed from apprentice printer to becoming 
newsroom boy, and eventually a journalist on The Observer. It was said that 
this travelling round the district gave him his curiosity about its past; he 
commenced a regular column commenting on the history of the towns and 
villages in the vicinity of Bradford, a collection that was published in 1876 as 
Round About Bradford, perhaps his best-known work. He was one of the 
founders of the Bradford Antiquarian Society in 1878, the society that 
publishes this journal, the Bradford Antiquary, which is still going strong, and 
of which Cudworth was to become editor until 1893. 

He was interested in a wide range of subjects. Starting from local histories 
of places around the district (which continued) he also became a biographer, 
something of a specialist in local dialect and, most significantly, a 
commentator on modern Bradford and its industries. He also had an interest 
in geology, and towards the end of his life he became more and more 
fascinated by archaeology; he was himself a collector of Roman lamps. 

In 1898 he retired from The Bradford Observer, although he continued to 
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contribute the odd article. However, as his health began to fail he was to 
exert himself less, and he died in March, 1906. He was a Methodist, and he 
lies buried in the nonconformist section of Undercliffe Cemetery. Cudworth 
had lived all his life in Bradford, in his early married life in the area around 
Church Bank in Undercliffe Street, then in 1894 he moved to Little Horton to 
1 Sawrey Place where he ended his days living with his daughter Lucy. She 
is described in trade directories as a 'Scientific Dress Maker' which I take it 
to mean she made scientific dress, not dresses in a scientific way. 

Local History Writing in the 19th Century 
When did people first start writing local history or urban history? County 
guides and histories of towns begin to emerge in the seventeenth century 
and there is a steady flow by the eighteenth. One example is Ralph Thoresby's 
Ducatus Leodiensis of 1715, and another is Francis Drake's Eboracum of 1736, a 
history of York. Local history as the history of towns, villages or districts as 
subjects in themselves and as histories that we would recognise as such, 
begins in this period; but very often their concerns are as much with the 
lessons that history might teach as purely local interest. 

When we look at the sorts of local histories that were published at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, we see that they tend to continue the 
traditions of the previous century. With some exceptions they are of two 
sorts. The first are what might be called conjectural history - incidents of the 
past recounted, but usually as a basis for conjecture about the nature of man 
and the lessons history can teach: to emulate its virtues and avoid its vices. 
They are very much a product of the enlightenment in their somewhat 
progressivist, optimistic and rational outlook. Typically they start with early 
peoples, mention the Romans, and comment on the interesting, yet rude and 
at times barbarous, nature of preceding centuries, especially compared with 
modem times. There are several such histories relating to Yorkshire: E. Millar's 
The History and Antiquities of Doncaster (1804); C. Clarkson's The History of 
Richmond (1821); also county or regional histories such as Thomas Grave's 
The History and Antiquities of Cleveland (1813); or T. D. Whitaker's Loidis and 
Elmet (1816). The second type of local history is antiquarianism, that is, the 
recording of little known facts, documents, charters, usually in an unrelated, 
but often scholarly way to provide a record. Sometimes we find the two 
mixed together areas of antiquarianism occurring within a more conjectural 
approach. Both types of history writing also tend to possess a further 
characteristic in common: the veneration of aristocratic families, and the 
projection of a gracious and virtuous image of that lifestyle. 

This way of writing persisted well into the nineteenth century, but with 
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some variations. Another Bradford historian, John James, illustrates the case 
well. Before the 1840s there had been no published histories of Bradford, 
other than thumbnail sketches in trade directories - Baines' Directory of 
Yorkshire of 1822-3 is a good example - but in 1841 the first history appeared: 
John James's The History and Topography of Bradford. It was heavily antiquarian 
in character: 'a local chronicle of times long gone past', but nevertheless it 
contained chapters on Bradford 'In Modem Times'. (This was hardly 
surprising since James had been supported in his publishing efforts by 
Bradford manufacturers!). 

The modifications to eighteenth century ways of treating local history in 
this and other nineteenth century works are that: 

• antiquarianism becomes not so much the scholarly recording of 
events or documents, but the recording of trivia, of often disconnected 
curiosities, of local 'characters'; there is nearly always a section on the 
oldest inhabitants of a town or village; 

the reverence shown to aristocratic families in the earlier histories 
persists, but also becomes transferred to entrepreneurial families 
especially in the local histories of manufacturing towns and regions. 

What histories of industrial areas often further record, and some authors 
make strenuous efforts to do so, is the ancient past, as if to give the new, raw 
manufacturing town a lineage. There is many a history like this. I have 
mentioned James, but almost any district in Yorkshire and certainly West 
Yorkshire produced at least one such history in the course of the nineteenth 
century. Typical examples are J. Horsfall Turner's Ancient Bingley (1897); 
Simeon Rayner's History and Antiquities ofPudsey (1887); and William Smith's 
Morley Ancient and Modern (1886). 

Where does Cudworth fit in with all this? 

Cudworth and Local History 
We can see in Cudworth's first writings the antiquarian elements that are 

so common in most nineteenth century local histories. Examples abound, 
especially in Round About Bradford. Here are summaries of a couple of sections: 

CLAYTON - The descent of the manor from medieval times to the 
present followed immediately by 'curious' jottings from 'an old Town 
Book' of the seventeenth century; this is concluded by the, extraneous 
and unusual comment that there is an absence of tasteful gardens.' 
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PUDSEY -A detailed study of its ancient history from Simeon Rayner's 
'collection of memorabilia' which was placed at Cudworth's disposal. 
There is a review of all the mills in the town, of all the churches and 
chapels, and it ends with a record of the oldest people to have lived in 
the town from the 17th century to the present.2 

Throughout this and other works there is a deference to local entrepreneurs, 
and a review of the improvements brought about in modem times. To this 
extent Cudworth is typical. In other ways he is a more complex writer. 

Cudworth was among the first local historians to lament the passing of 
the old ways of life. As a field-working empirical historian also working as a 
journalist ma manufacturing district (as opposed to the scholarly antiquarian) 
he could scarcely fail to make this observation. He was hardly alone in such 
ideas, and many other famous contemporaries had come to the same sorts of 
conclusions - William Morris, for example. His writing - and that of others - 
exhibited what sociologists and social anthropologists of the twentieth century 
would come to characterize as 'loss of community': communities are good, 
but industrialization and urbanization, which destroyed communities, were 
bad. 

However, Cudworth had what I consider a more sophisticated view of 
this situation than some of his contemporaries. Certainly one can see him at 
work constructing or imagining these older communities and the Yorkshire 
character that underpinned them. Here is one such passage from Rambles 
Round Horton of 1886: 

In summer-time the women took out their spinning wheels to the 
village green and upon the hillsides, which then were waste lands 
abounding with yellow furze and purple heather, interspersed with 
huge boulders. Here they would spin amid nature's beauty.3 

Again in Round About Bradford we find him extolling the stolid Yorkshire 
character of old: 

QUEENSBURY - Here bluff, hardy, wiry, and fresh-complexioned 
specimens are to be found among the men folk, and among the females 
are many rosy, strapping daughters of Eve.4 

WINDHILL - A sturdy race were the old Windhill clothiers ... as they 
trudged off twice a week to Leeds market, stick in hand ... 
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Indeed this character of Yorkshire folk as sturdy, canny, doughty and so on, 
is one that is still with us today. But what was the reason for the decay? The 
contaminated modern had devoured the wholesome past. Cudworth's 
metaphor for this - arising out of observation - was Bradford Beck where 
once stood the old Windhill corn mill, but converted to a dye works which 
'pours forth a stream of beck water, inky and grimy enough to invite an 
"injunction" and contrasting forcibly with the pure stream of former days'.' 
A further side to Cudworth's history writing is a certain poignancy. In 

one passage in the same piece he writes this about the passing of the hand 
cloth trade: 

in the course of our peregrinations we wandered into a three-
storeyed building in Briggate, the two upper floors of which being 
approached by stone out-steps, clearly indicated a clothier's 
establishment. Opposite a window sat a cozy, rosy-faced man leisurely 
examining a piece of flannel, which he did by drawing it over rollers 
betwixt himself and the light. The piece undergoing scrutiny was "all-
wool", and, it is needless to say, it was hand-made. There are some 
things, we were complacently informed, that steam cannot accomplish, 
- "It cannot make shoddy cloth equal to all-wool; it cannot make cloth 
at all equal to hand-made. But it's nearly all over wi' t'hand- trade at 
Windhill" Appearances certainly indicated as much. Standing about 
the room, were several old hand-looms, with dishevelled loom-tackling 
hanging about them, awaiting their doom as firewood 

It is impossible here to trace the decline of the cloth trade of 
Windhill. Suffice it to say that it flourished until the more spirited, 
better-paying trade of worsted took its place! 

This last comment about worsted is significant, for make no mistake, 
Cudworth was not a back-to-the-good-old-days historian: he is a progressive, 
a believer also in the benefits that modern industry has brought. Notice that 
last sentence: 'better-paying trade of worsted' - the implications being that 
things in the past were not all a 'bed of roses'. 

Similarly the piece about Queensbury is, despite references to the doughty 
Yorkshire character of yore, nevertheless, devoted largely to the 
improvements that the firm of John Foster of Black Dyke Mills had brought 
to the place, replacing long hours and low-paid toil with better employment, 
better housing, education, sober and intelligent leisure pursuits and so on. 
They were truly a firm of the modern age and Cudworth writes in astonished 
admiration of their scale of operations: 
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Messers. Foster pay £100,000 a year in wages, consume 15,000 tons of 
coal, and 15,000 packs of alpaca, mohair, English and other wools in 
the same period ... the staple manufacture is worsted plain and fancy 
in all the combinations and varieties possible; and in addition to the 
home consumption these goods are exported to France, Germany, 
Russia, Italy, Spain, North and South America and the Australian 
colonies.8 

Catch a present-day local historian writing like that to-day about Boots or 
Sainsbury's! 

It is similarly revealing to analyse how Cudworth treats another Foster 
family, the Fosters of Denholme. Again he displays deference towards this 
entrepreneurial family who built the mill in Denholme and owned a good 
deal of the land there; and, all in all, Cudworth was pleased with what he 
regarded as progress: 

the village presents a good illustration of the results of 
manufacturing activity under the healthful stimulus of "steam" 
especially as compared with the jog-trot pace and lethargy of the older 
era.' 

Yet while he praises the benefits that the Fosters have brought to the village, 
he is not afraid to criticise in noting that: 

In one respect, however, there is no improvement, but rather a 
retrogression on old times. There seems to be no reason why a country 
place like Denholme should not retain a country aspect, even under 
its altered condition as a manufacturing village, instead of this we 
find the inevitable rows of back-to-backs, built close up to the street 
line without any attempt at a bit of garden . 

Of course, Cudworth is not alone in his praise of modern progress. Like 
some contemporary local historians in the manufacturing districts he admired 
and used what he considered to be the best from the past, but he equally 
esteemed recent history; in other words he had no illusions about the hardship 
that was also present in pre-industrial economies. It is here that he perhaps 
went further than his contemporaries, firstly in the ways he condemned the 
hardships of the past. In the passage about Horton quoted above, for instance, 
he followed this up with the comment, 'As the processes of manufacture 
were of a most primitive kind, so were the habits of the people living in 
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those times', continuing with a description of poor dwellings and the 
barrenness of their interiors and sheer poverty. Secondly, he is different in 
the ways in which he condemned the greedy and uncaring practices of some 
of his nineteenth century contemporaries, who presided over a deteriorating 
environment in which many were consigned to lives of misery 

The work that unites these themes is the Condition of the Industrial Classes 
of Bradford and District. This was a book compiled from a series of newspaper 
articles that Cudworth had written in response to the debate initiated in 
Bradford by the banker Jacob Behrens: Was the working class of the 1880s 
better off than 50 years ago? Cudworth's method was to compare the living 
standards of the working class in 1830 with 1880, as far as he could, that is as 
far as available statistics and memory would allow him, for he used a mixture 
of quantitative and qualitative methods. He condemned alike the poverty 
inherent in handloom weaving and combing, and the results of the early 
phases of industrial production in Bradford. This, he argued, led to 'the 
huddling together of families in courts and alleys, and in houses built back-
to-back'; these were the conditions of working families in Bradford 'even at 
so late a period as 1851- the year of the Great Exhibition in Hyde Park!" The 
condemnation of the callous entrepreneur may not be stated here, but it is 
unmistakable. 

The Condition of the Industrial Classes of Bradford and District shows us 
another side of William Cudworth that was indeed different from the work 
of the majority of local historians. While he was concerned with the history 
of the Bradford district, Cudworth's career as a journalist doubtless led him 
into other spheres and wider considerations. As the preface to Condition of 
the Industrial Classes of Bradford and District makes clear, Cudworth is caught 
up in social issues of the day and has a concerned interest in the social sciences, 
although with him it unfolds within the context of the recent past. 

These inquiries, indeed, take him on almost a positivistic quest, by which 
I mean a scientific investigation of social phenomena, observing, compiling 
and analysing in an attempt to categorize and understand better the difference 
between life then and now. Significantly he states in the preface that one of 
his objects would be to initiate 'a similar inquiry ... in other industrial centres'. 
Some of his other publications are on similar themes - Worstedopolis and 
Historical Notes on the Bradford Corporation deal with contemporary themes in 
history and magnify the important role that entrepreneurs and institutions 
like the council have played in improving modern life. 

Conclusion 
How are we to assess William Cudworth as a local historian? We can say at 



least three things about him: 
Firstly, on a superficial reading, he differs little from other nineteenth 

century local historians; his antiquarianism and his deference to elites are 
typical. His somewhat periphrastic style - all those longwinded sentences, 
something we have not touched on - is also typical. Although having said 
that, there are also some strikingly vivid passages of writing. 

Secondly, there are also some differences. His output, for one, is untypical 
of many a nineteenth century local historian who, after turning out the history 
of his village, wrote little else. Cudworth wrote seventeen books and 
monographs, not to mention articles for journals and newspapers. 

Thirdly, while he made homage to the entrepreneurial elite, it was not 
just out of deference, despite some of them being subscribers to his work, 
but out of a genuine belief that social progress was to be made through 
enlightened capitalism; he was quick to condemn the unenlightened kind. 

In studying someone like William Cudworth we learn a good deal, not only 
about William Cudworth, but also about the process of local history writing 
itself: the traditions it arises from, the ways in which ideas change, as well as 
the different projects that some historians pursue. If Cudworth is hardly one 
of the great historians of the nineteenth century, he is, in my opinion, a local 
historian standing head and shoulders above many another, both in the range, 
method and, at times, the quality of his writing. In studying Cudworth in 
this historiographical manner we have much to learn about local history 
writing of the nineteenth century itself. 

Works by William Cudworth 

Fulneck and Tong, 1876 
Round About Bradford, 1876 
A Brief Account of the Progress of Methodism in Bradford, 1878 
Historical Notes on the Bradford Corporation, 1881 
Yorkshire Dialect and Character Sketches, 1884 
Musical Reminisences of Bradford, 1885 
Rambles Round Horton, 1886 
Original Poems, 1886 
Condition of the Industrial Classes of Bradford and District, 1887 
Worstedopolis: a sketch history of the town of Bradford, the metropolis of the 
worsted industry, 1888 
Life and Correspondence of Abraham Sharp, 1889 
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Histories of Bolton and Bowling, 1891 
Antique Lamps: a dissertation on antique lamps with reference to the author's 
collection, 1893 
Histories of Manningham and Heaton and Allerton, 1896 
Jubilee Album of Old Bradford Views, 1897 
Saltaire, Yorkshire, England, 1903 
Yorksher Speyks and Bradforth Dialect Sketches, 1906 

There are also many newspaper articles and articles published in the Bradford 
Antiquary. 
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Figure 1. 1852 map of the village of Queenshead, showing 'Little Moor, Knave 
Lane (now Park Lane), Sutcliffe Fold, and 'Harrow Whins'. 

Figure 2. Ordnance Survey First Edition 1893 map showing the layout of 
Harrowins. William's house is surrounded by trees, and the drive can be traced 

from the gate at the Brighouse and Denholme Gate Road. 



LIrrLEMOOR AND HARRO WINS: 
Two LOST LEGACIES OF QUEENSBURY 

By Sarah Powell 

Queensbury in the early twenty-first century is far removed from the village 
where John Foster founded his mill in 1835, succumbing as it has over the 
years to unavoidable changes and expansion. Yet at the same time, the heart 
of Queensbury remains true to its heritage. John Foster and Son may no 
longer own the mill buildings, but these remain a grand Victorian monument 
to the years of patronage given to the village by the Foster family, as well as 
to the rapid development of the area during the industrial era. Other visible 
examples include the Albert Memorial Fountain, positioned just outside the 
grounds of the mill itself; Victoria Hall; and Holy Trinity Church, which was 
partly funded by John Foster. 

By the time the old village of Queens Head became Queensbury in 1863, 
and broke away from the administration of Northowram and Clayton in 
1865, John Foster employed most of the inhabitants within the rapidly 
expanding village. The Fosters combined housing and amenities for the 
workers of Black Dyke Mill with a prosperous appearance for the village, 

Figure 3. William Foster's grand residence, built in Gothic style with elaborate 
conservatories. 
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seemingly trying to match the standard of Queensbury's public edifices, such 
as the church and Victoria Hall, to its lofty position 1,200 feet above sea level. 
Queensbury, as an extension of the mill, represented the wealth and stature 
of the Fosters, and the houses commissioned for the family became 
increasingly imposing and ornate as the mill trade flourished. Those family 
members most involved in the running of Black Dyke had residences built 
relatively close to the mill itself, as the Foster family already owned most of 
the land in that area of the village. Such proximity also served a practical 
purpose in the day-to-day management of the business. 

Prospect House, Harrowins House, and Littlemoor 'Castle' were 
constructed for three generations of the Foster family over a period of seventy 
years: John, the patriarch and founder of Black Dyke; his eldest son William; 
and grandson Herbert Anderton respectively. Although Prospect House, built 
in the 1820s, was relatively modest, Harrowins and Littlemoor, with names 
taken from land upon which they stood, were immense and decorative. 
William Foster, the 'Son' of the company title, chose Harrowins as the seat of 
his family home in 1856. The impressive lodge to this manor still stands 
where Park Lane opens Onto Brighouse Road, or 'Mill Lane' as it is known 
locally, and bears the Foster coat of arms. In 1890, William's fourth son, Herbert 
Anderton, had Littlemoor built. It was constructed of stone from one of the 
quarries in the village, and his grandfather's company paid for the talents of 

Figure 4. Harrowins Lodge marking the entrance to the grounds of the two great 
houses from the Brighouse and Denholme Gate Road, locally known as 'Mill 

Lane'. 
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Figure 5. Ordnance Survey First Edition 1893 map showing the layout of 
Littlemoor. The 'Castle' is below and to the left of Sutcliffe Fold. 

the stonemasons and labourers. Although it was not officially titled as such, 
Herbert Anderton's house earned the name of Littlemoor Castle. It was a 
building of fairytale proportions and design, with towers and turrets on the 
outside and room for forty bedrooms within. Financial freedom allowed the 
Fosters to reflect their growing social status by building increasingly elaborate 
properties. 

The Fosters' Queensbury stronghold began in 1827, when John purchased 
land from his father-in-law, Abraham Briggs, and had Prospect House built 
next to the Brighouse and Denholme Gate Turnpike. He then acquired 
Blackmires Farm, which was to make way for the gasworks that would power 
his continually developing mill. By the time Herbert Anderton was planning 
his impressive new home in 1890, John Foster and eldest son William had 
bought up most of the farming estates around the mill, including Harrowins 
and land from Littlemoor. It seemed fitting that William, as a partner in his 
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Figure 6. Herbert Anderton Foster's 'castle'. The house and grounds were given 
to the people of Queensbury in the 1930s by Foster's widow. The house, with its 

turrets, forty bedrooms and swimming pool, was demolished soon after. 

father's worsted empire, should choose Harrowins as the place where he 
and his new family should reside: from the Foster estate, he could remain 
closely involved in both business and village concerns. 

There already existed on the land a property that dated back to at least 
the 1600s, and it was against such remnants of the village's pre-industrial 
history that Harrowins House was set, with its contemporary Victorian Tudor 
- exterior and flamboyant 

conservatories. The 
Fosters were quickly 
establishing their own 
tradition within Queens-
bury, and houses such as 
Harrowins, and later 
Littlemoor and Park 
House, were built to 
represent the family's 
wealth and position for 
years to come. William's 

Figure 7. The Lodge. Now privately owned, the lodge manor, certainly to a 
is one of the few structures in the grounds to remain, greater degree than his 
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son Herbert Anderton used 
Littlemoor, also served a 
practical as well as 
symbolic purpose. William 
was widowed, married 
again, and fathered a total 
of thirteen children. Emma 
Elizabeth Anderton, whom 
he married in 1848, gave 
him five sons, including 
Herbert Anderton, and 
four daughters. Two years 

after Emma died in 1865, Figure 8. A staircase leading nowhere. For many 
William married Mary years after the main building was lost, decorative 
Ellen Homby, and they had stone stairs and balconies remained as promenades 
three sons and a daughter. and seating in the still maintained grounds for 
All of his children were people to enjoy. 
raised at Harrowins, the 
eldest being around eight years old when William first took possession of 
his new property. 

William Foster and his son Herbert Anderton chose to live in and support 
the village where their father had established the family name. They 
contributed a great deal, both in time and money, to local causes. William 

was interested in improving sanitary 
conditions for his mill workers, and in 
general. Education was another issue of 
importance, and he was active in the 
funding and management of the schools 
in Queensbury. Herbert Anderton, too, 
became chairman of the School Board in 
the 1890s, and was a member of the 
Queensbury Urban District Council. 
William, and especially Herbert 
Anderton, could have afforded to move 
away from Queensbury and employ 
somebody else to run the mills for them. 
Yet instead of retiring to an estate in the 
countryside, like a lot of businessmen 
who made their money in the late 
nineteenth century, the descendents of 

Figure 9. Yet even these balconies 
were lost by the 1990s, with only a 
low leveiflight of stairs leading up a 
grass embankment left behind to 

mark where the property once stood. 
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John Foster built their stately homes 
alongside the mill that was 
generating their wealth. 

Littlemoor was the epitome of 
what 'new money' could buy. It was 
grand, fantastically designed, 
contemporary, and extravagant. It 
had forty bedrooms, a swimming 
pool in the basement, and an elevator 
fitted. Yet only four people, plus 

Figure 10. Glazed bricks with a printed servants, ever lived there. Herbert 
border, uncovered as the basement was Anderton brought his wife, Frances 

filled in and 'made safe' during the early Edith Agnes Brudenell-Bruce, home 
1990s to Littlemoor in 1907, sixteen years 

after the mansion was completed. In 1908, Herbert Frederick was born, 
followed in 1911 by William Robert. Unlike William Foster at Harrowins 
House, Herbert Anderton and his wife only raised two children at their 
incredible property. Guests were invited to take advantage of the lavish 
surroundings and fill some of the many rooms; perhaps the most famous 
being the composer Sir Edward Elgar in 1921. 

The architects who designed Littlemoor were T.H. and F. Healey of Tyrrel 
Street in Bradford. The house was built primarily in a 'Scottish Baronial' 
style, observable in the 'stepped' gables, and features such as the tower, with 
battlements around the top. The design of Littlemoor was still quite 
fashionable at the time, with Prince Albert having rebuilt Balmoral in that 
style for Queen Victoria some forty years earlier. Herbert Anderton's 'castle' 
was set within nearly 30 acres of land, and the landscaped grounds added to 
the stylised appearance of the building's façade. As an article in the Halifax 
Courier from July of 1891 stated: 'Along the south front will be a terrace, with 
ornamental portions here and there; ... the grounds are pleasantly varied 
with plantations of fairly well grown trees and shrubberies.'Awalled garden, 
coach house, and fire station were also built within the grounds. The walled 
garden, along with the entrance lodge and gateposts, are about all that 
survives of Littlemoor today. 

Despite its 'classical' exterior, Littlemoor was ahead of its time. The house 
received gas and electricity from Black Dyke Mills, which provided power 
for heating and electric lights. There was also an elevator to run, as an 
alternative to the grand stone staircase. Plans for the basement, with its arched 
walls of white glazed bricks, reveal a generous swimming bath, dressing 
room, laundry and washroom, boiler house, and a beer cellar! There was, for 
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the gentleman of the house, a billiard room on the ground floor, with an 
organ housed in an alcove to one side. Other details of the interior of 
Littlemoor were revealed in October 1937, after Frances A. Foster offered the 
house and its grounds as a gift to the Queensbury Urban District Council. 
The house had stood abandoned since the death of Herbert Anderton, and it 
was decided, regrettably with hindsight, that it should be demolished. The 
furniture and fittings were to be sold at auction, and people came from the 
village and beyond to bid, or just to look around. The Telegraph and Argus, in 
an article from October 12, 1937, reported that a 'ten-column radiator went 
for 13s', and 'a pine floor £2'. An Italian marble mantelpiece', 'mahogany 
seats, upholstered in Utrecht velvet', and 'copper baths and lifts' all went 
under the hammer. Over 400 lots were up for auction, and most were sold as 
scrap or building material for future projects. Some of the villagers who went 
along were dismayed at the fate of Littlemoor Castle, as it obviously seemed 
to people then, as it does now, a terrible waste of a well designed and 
structurally sound building. 

True to the enchanting design of Herbert Anderton's castle, myths about 
the house were formed after its demolition. There was reported to have been 
a glass-floored ballroom within the house. Tunnels were said to run from 
the basement into the heart of the village. When the house was torn down, it 
was apparently transported to London and rebuilt there. Young children 
playing in the ruins of the house for nearly 60 years afterwards perpetuated 
the story of the tunnels, and the possibility that the house was not just lost 
after only forty years in existence is perhaps why it is suggested that the 
building was 'recycled' brick by brick. 
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THE BRADFORD ROYAL EYE AND EAR HOSPITAL 

By Alan Longbottom 

In 1856 Dr Edward Bronner, who had a small dispensary in Rawson Place, 
setup the Eye and Ear Institution in Brunswick Place. In the Bradford Observer 
for 11 1 June 1857 there was an advertisement for a respectable middle aged 
female, or man and wife, to attend patients and keep the house clean. 
Applications to Dr Bronner at 3 Park Place. 

Two days later a notice in the Observer inserted by John Darlington, 
Secretary to the Bradford Board of Guardians, requested attendance at a 
meeting of Subscribers to an Eye & Ear Institution to elect a committee of 
Management. There were only eleven present at the meeting on 161 June, 
but these included the Mayor H. Brown, W. B. Addison, C. Hastings, and 
several members of the foreign community, Solomon Barsdorf, Ernest Julius 
Barthelmes, Leopold Fulda, William Herelle, John Siltzer, Jacob Behrens and 
William D. Hertz. 

Jacob Behrens was born 1807 and came from Bad Pyrmont in Waldeck. 
He came to England in 1834, working in Leeds before moving to Bradford in 
1838. Several other members of his family also came from Germany at various 
limes and set up in business in Manchester. The Bradford business eventually 
became a firm with world-wide connections. He was knighted in 1882 for 
assistance given to Cobden at the time of the Trade treaty with France in 
1862, when he went to Paris with him in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Bradford Chamber of Commerce. He died in 1889 leaving £83,000. William 
Hertz was a merchant in Bradford who later moved to Manchester. He died 
in London in 1890 leaving £20,000. His wife Fanny was a prominent worker 
in the educational movement. 

Dr Edward Bronner 
Obituary. Bradford Observer 201 March 1886: 

Death of Dr Edward Bronner M.D. of 33 Manor Row Bradford from 
inflammation of the left lung. 

He was born in Wiebach Baden in 1823 his ancestors being 
apothecaries for several generations. He studied at the University of 
Heidelberg and later also at Vienna and Freiburg. He practised as a 
doctor in his home town. He also took a prominent part in the 
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insurrection of 1848 when he was a local Representative in the 
Provisional Government. He fled to Switzerland leaving his wife 
behind. He later moved to Paris where Mrs Bronner joined him. He 
practised medicine in Paris, but on the coming to the throne of 
Napoleon, Germans in the town came under increased surveillance 
especially those who were known to have taken part in the 1848 
insurrection. In 1852 he came to Bradford, where his brother-in-law 
was in business, along with Dr Louis Borchardt and another 
compatriot. Dr Borchardt soon moved to Manchester where he 
established the Children's Hospital. Before leaving Germany Dr 
Bronner was Assistant Surgeon at the Lying in Hospital attached to 
Heidelberg University. He leaves a widow and two sons Adolph and 
Hermann both doctors. 

When their father died the two sons came back to Bradford and continued 
their father's work. Hermann took over the General Practice, being also an 
Honorary Physician at the Bradford Royal Infirmary and Hon. Secretary of 
the Bradford Medico Chirurgical Society. Adolph took over the ocular work 
and was appointed surgeon at the Eye & Ear Hospital. Hermann died 
suddenly at Baden in Germany on 27/9/1896 aged 38, Adolph died in 1936. 

The Hospital was financed by public donations and subscribers were able to 
recommend patients. A donor of Ten guineas or an Annual Subscriber of 
One guinea could recommend an unlimited number while subscribers of 
10/6d were limited to recommending six patients per year. In 1890 it was 
stated that the names of the friends who recommended patients were to be 
included in the registers. Donations from twenty-three firms or individuals 
with foreign, mainly German, names were received in 1857 totalling £70-18-0. 
Subscriptions of one guinea were received from fifty foreign subscribers. 

The wards were named after their donors, the four original wards in the 
new building of 1865 being set up and paid for as follows: 
• Charles Semon 6 beds; 

Hermann Averdieck, as representative of his late father-in-law 
G. R. Wiechers, 6 beds; 
• Masonic Lodge of Harmony which had a large proportion of 
German Members 3 beds; 
• The Bradford Amalgamated Friendly Societies 3 beds. 

Two further wards were set up in 1885 when the hospital was enlarged, one 
in memory of Lady Behrens and the other was furnished by Hermann 
Averdieck. In 1904 Mrs Pauline Holtzmann gave a donation of £1000 to the 
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The Holtztnann Ward 

hospital provided that one of the wards was named after her late husband. 
This caused a slight problem as there was no ward at that time un-named. 
This was solved by renaming the Wiechers ward as Holtzmann after 
discussion with the Averdieck family who were the descendants of the 
Wiechers family through George H. Averdieck, the son of Hermann. 

Once a sum of money had been given to furnish and set up a ward this 
was not the end of the matter as the families and societies were then expected 
to continue to keep the ward in good order supplying, for example, new fire 
grates or carpets when needed. 

Unlike the German Hospital at Dalston in London, set up in 1845, the 
Bradford Eye & Ear does not appear to have had predominantly German 
staff. The London nurses were Protestant Sisters or Deaconesses who had 
been sent over from a German Nurse Training Centre at Kaiserswerth near 
Dusseldorf. At Bradford there seems to be only one direct reference in the 
Minutes to a German Nurse although the management and many of the 
suppliers used in the early days were German as Dr Bronner would have 
known the best firms from his work in Germany. 

In 1865 Mr Spiegeihalter, in business at 65 Northgate as a clock and 
watchmaker, provided five clocks, a kitchen dock for f2-15-O, and four clocks 
for the wards for the new building at £1-16-O each. He died in 1878, the 
business being continued by his widow Catherine who died in 1915. In 1880 
there was some dispute about her account. It was resolved, but in future 
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years the £1 per year paid for winding up clocks was to include repairs. She 
agreed to wind up for the small sum of £1 but insisted that only repairs to 
pickers were to be included. As the clocks were eight day this required a 
weekly visit. 

The predominance of textile merchants on the committee was put to good 
use as Jacob Behrens used his connections in Manchester to trade with Samson 
and Co. In 1880 Oscar Leppoc was to order and presumably provide 360 
yards of twill for use as sheeting. Connections of committee members were 
no doubt used for the Bradford Coffee Tavern to supply refreshments in the 
outpatients waiting room in 1885, although a later contract was to prove to 
be unsatisfactory in 1893 when deliveries, costing lOd per gallon, were not 
being made daily. Milk prices remained almost steady until the war. In 1913 
it was lid but by 1917 had increased to l/7d. Prices again reduced after the 
War and in 1928 it was only 1/id per gallon. Given the large number of 
German butchers in the town they do not seem to have gained the meat 
account, prices ranging from 8/2d per stone in 1885 down to 7/- in 1894, 
rising to 8/9d in 1908 and 18/7d 1n1914. Bread Prices in 1865 were 2/8d per 20 
pounds. In 1889 2/- loaves at 18 lb were supplied by John Newbould. 

In 1895 two tons of potatoes were ordered from the father of Nurse Wailer, 
a farmer near Ripon. In 1896 a cask of butter was ordered direct from Ireland 
at 90/-. The hospital considered joining the Windhill Co-op in 1919 in order 
to gain advantages of being a shareholder. In 1926 the average costs of 
foodstuffs per head per day was i/7d plus a third of a penny. In the same 
year there was also raised a question of treatment of foodstuffs with the 
sunlight apparatus. This was referred to the Medical Board. 

Premises 
The question of new buildings or renting accommodation was often 
considered by the committee as use made of the hospital grew. In the first 
year 710 patients were seen of which 487 were eye cases and 223 ear cases, 
with 65 operations being required. By 1860 one third of the patients were 
coming from outside the Bradford area: 95 from Halifax; 81 from Keighley/ 
Bingley/Shipley; 79 from the Clothing Districts; 58 from Low Moor and 41 
from other places including Ripon. In 1863 the need for new premises was 
first discussed and a fund of £200 promised. In March several sites were 
investigated including a plot in Little Horton Lane. By April the amount 
promised for a Building Fund had reached £2700 and land in Manningham 
Lane opposite Eldon Place, which had been in the hands of the Misses Rawson 
(the ladies of the manor), was under consideration. In May further sites were 
examined, including Hallfield Road. This was derided upon and Lockwood 
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& Mawson were appointed as architects. They said that the site would be 
suitable for an 18 bed Hospital with future prospects of increasing to 27 
beds. By February the total cost of the building was £5200 with £3500 already 
promised. The new building, opened on 30 June 1865, was 100 feet long and 
60 feet wide. The number of beds increased from 18 to 24 in 1867, and in 1873 
there was a proposal to enlarge the building, at a cost of £1100, from 24 to 32 
beds, but this was delayed. It was again put forward in August 1877, a tender 
of £982-6-6 being recommended from Ives and Co. In 1885 plans for an 
extension were approved at a cost of £2471-2-0. In 1898 some further extension 
work was considered at an approximate cost of £777-7-0. 

In the early years the laundry was done at the hospital. On 30 May 1897 
the matron reported that there would be savings in cost if it were sent out, so 
the laundry contract was given to the Clayton Laundry. This decision turned 
out to be the cause of much trouble over the next 27 years as prices rose and 
firms went out of business. From 1898 the Thomcliffe Laundry was used at 
£2 per week with blankets and quilts charged extra. From 1904 the Carlisle 
Road Steam Laundry was used at £1-8-0 per week. In May 1910 a change 
was made to the Horton Bank Top Laundry. In 1912 they went back to 
Thomcliffe for a short period. Asub committee was setup to consider having 
their own in-house laundry, estimated to cost £413 to set up. From 1920 this 
was again put forward and eventually, in 1924, it was set up with the 
advantage that the Laundry also supplied the hospital with hot water. 

By 1897 the total number of patients treated since 1857 was 85,296 with 
471,527 attendances and 11,267 operations. 

In 1906 the hospital began to investigate the possibility of obtaining further 
nearby premises, the matter not being resolved until 1920 when Christchurch 
Vicarage was taken for a Nurses' Home. In 1926 it was agreed to buy, at a 
cost of £6000, the Nursing Home formerly occupied by Dr Basil Hall in Eldon 
Place and use it as a home for paying patients. It was considered that the 
home would take 14 beds and would be a paying proposition if 8 were fully 
occupied. The fees were to be at the rate of a minimum fee of three guineas 
per week, advancing in stages to ten guineas for the best rooms with a 
minimum fee of two guineas for each case admitted. The Home opened in 
June 1926. Among the questions discussed prior to the opening was the 
provision of a fire escape, by means of a rope ladder costing £3, from the 
attic bedroom. This was later converted to a proper iron escape at £58 plus 
£15 for a door and barricade at the foot of the escape. The income from the 
home for 1926 was £768-18-6 and in the first quarter of 1927 was £339-14-0. 

Relations with the staff were often somewhat strained as the domestics 
were treated as of little consequence in Victorian times. In 1865 the servants 

-27-



were to be allowed to go out once each Sunday at a time to be decided by the 
nurse. In 1866 the porter was dismissed for 'borrowing' and in March 1867 
both housemaids were dismissed for stealing. The matron resigned the day 
after both servants had left so she may have had some sympathy for them. In 
1874 there was a more serious matter when an amount of £483-19-2 was 
discovered to be missing, having been covered up by forged receipts. In 
1878 the Secretary was dismissed when there was a discrepancy in the Gala 
Fund. The Hospital applied to a Guarantee society regarding the missing 
funds. In 1891 the Laundress alleged seduction by the bookkeeper. In 1912 
there was a report of the servants' incivility to the matron. In 1925 the chairman 
interviewed the domestic staff regarding unruly conduct. 

There were also some good points about management-nurse relations. 
In 1902 the nurses went on joint picnics with the nurses from the Children's 
Hospital, this practice continued for several years. In 1904 they were given 
season tickets to the Exhibition in Manningham Park. Excursions were 
arranged to Bridlington and Scarborough as well as the Wembley Exhibition 
in 1924 (which cost 25 shillings). In 1915 consideration was given to sending 
some of the nurses to the Semon Home at Ilkley for a few days of rest, however 
this turned out not to be possible. 

In 1894 the holiday entitlement for a Charge Nurse was three weeks and 
two weeks for a Staff Nurse. From 1927 Sisters were to have four weeks 
holiday as at Bradford Royal Infirmary. The matron had had four weeks for 
a considerable length of time. In January 1928 the question of a course of Sun 
Baths for nurses on night duty was referred to the House Committee. 

Patients and problems 
In 1901 a patient committed suicide by jumping through the window of 

the Lady Behrens ward. The inquest attached no blame to the hospital and 
the question of having guards placed on the windows was discussed in 
Committee but it was not thought to be necessary. In 1902 the question of 
clothing required by the poorer class of patients was discussed. Mr Cohen 
reported that he had spoken to some of the ladies of the Needlework Guild 
on the need of clothes for patients. In 1927 there was an incident when a 
patient complained of the loss of his false teeth which had been placed in his 
locker by a Sister. 

The Attitude to Ladies 
In 1877, three years after the foundation of the London School of Medicine 

for Women, clinical experience was made available for women by the London 
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Free Hospital, later the Royal Free Hospital. It was to this body that the 
Bradford Eye and Ear Hospital applied for advice when it proposed to appoint 
its first Lady House Surgeon in 1910. An advert was made for a Lady Resident 
Surgeon at £80. There were six applicants and two were short-listed: 
Dr Margaret Cameron McDonald of Embsay Sanatorium near Skipton and 
Mrs Agnes H. Nicoll of Chorlton on Medlock Dispensary near Manchester. 
Dr McDonald was appointed, but resigned in February the following year. 
In 1912 a male House Surgeon was appointed at £200. 

It may seem rather strange that the Secretary was apparently getting more 
than a surgeon by the middle of the 1920's. However this is probably explained 
by the fact that the surgeon would also be able to continue to some extent in 
private practice to earn further sums. 

In December 1926 the purchase of a duplicating machine was considered. 
However, it was thought to be more satisfactory to engage a typist to assist 
the secretary. This was agreed and at the end of December a Clerk/Typist 
was appointed at £2 per week. She was located in a small office under the 
staircase in the entrance hall and the telephone switchboard was moved there 
also. A question of the necessity for a window in the typist's office was raised, 
this being approved at a cost not to exceed £15. 

The matter of a Ladies' Committee was a long drawn out procedure. In 
May 1897 Dr Adolph Bronner first suggested it. He continued to press for 
this and finally in September 1907 there was a Special General Meeting to 
appoint a Ladies' Committee. 

In March 1925 Mrs Lassen was welcomed to the Management Committee 
and also placed on the House Committee. She proved to be an assiduous 
worker; from March 1925 to December 1930 she attended 77 meetings, 32 of 
the House Committee and 45 Management Committee giving apologies for 
48 meetings. 

Some of the Members of the Hospital Committee through the years had 
an even greater record of service. Sir Jacob Behrens attended 92 meetings 
between 1857 and 1889 and was often Chairman and Treasurer. He was also 
active in the affairs of the Bradford Chamber of Commerce and in setting up 
the Bradford High School as a competitor to the Bradford Grammar School. 
In addition he ran his international business. His son Frederick was on the 
committee from 1880 to 1911 and took over the family duty of providing the 
Christmas tree. Jacob's grandson, Harold, was Treasurer for a long period 
and served on various committees from 1920 to 1930s. In ten years he gave 
apologies from 30 meetings and attended the amazing total of 294, an average 
of almost 30 per year. Some of these were, however, joint meetings held on 
the same nights. 
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Other members of the committee were prominent members of the German 
community in Bradford. These included: 
• Adolphus Auerbach was on the committee from 1882 to 1887; 
• Bernhard Cohen was born in Altona in the Duchy of Holstein in 
1836, a native of the Kingdom of Denmark. He served on the 
Committee from 1880 until his death in 1904, being Treasurer for a 
period. In 1902 he gave the Hospital two magnificent stained glass 
windows designed by Hardman and Co. Sadly these were not saved 
when the hospital was demolished in the late 1960s. 

Victor Edelstein served on the committee from 1896 to 1918, being 
Treasurer for a period from 1904. 
• Oscar Leppoc, born 1843, was a native of Leipzig in Saxony. He 
was also active in the work of the Fever Hospital and served on the 
Eye & Ear Committee from 1875 to 1881, when he resigned on removal 
to Hamburg. He died there in October 1883 at the age of 40, leaving 
an estate of £20,000 in England. 

Moritz Rothenstein, the father of the painter, was also a member 
of the committee for a short period between 1889 and 1891. 
• Victor Sichel served on the committee from 1863 to 1891 although 
not in an unbroken run. Born in 1832 in Frankfort in Germany he 
came to England in 1847 at the age of 15. He was the father of the 
painter Ernest Sichel who did several paintings for the Hospital and 
other institutions in Bradford. Victor resigned from the committee in 
1891. He died in 1916 and left an estate of £32,407 
• Jacob Arnold Unna was Auditor for the Hospital from 1857 to 1871 
and served on the committee from 1872 to 1876. 

William Wechmar was born at Eisenach in Sax Weimar in 1822. 
He served on the committee of the Hospital from 1874 to 1895, dying 
in December of that year. The family were shareholders in the Bradford 
Coffee Tavern Company. 

Paintings 
The Hospital was proud to commemorate its doctors and Committee 
members in pictures. After the death of Dr E. Bronner in 1886, Ernest Sichel 
was commissioned to paint a portrait at a cost of 50 guineas. In 1887 Dr Bell, 
friend and co-worker with Dr Bronner, presented a portrait of himself to the 
hospital. In 1889 it was proposed to erect a memorial to Sir Jacob Behrens 
and Sichel executed a copy of the portrait which he had done for the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce, again at 50 guineas. In November 1890 the matron 
reported the gift, from Hermann Averdieck, of a framed portrait of himself 
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Windows. The gift of Bernard Cohen 
Esq.,J.P.,Hon. Trees. AD., 1901 

and Peebleshire. 

together with two valuable oil paintings; this would be at the time when he 
was moving from his large mansion at Knottfield to smaller premises back 

in Bradford. 

Change of name 
In February 1901 there had been a 
suggestion that a change be made 
in the name to include the words 
Nose and Throat. This was not 
carried as it would have made an 
unnecessarily long title. 

In 1907 representations were 
made to obtain the title 'Royal' in 
time for the 50th Anniversary Jubilee 
celebrations. This was sanctioned by 
the King and put into effect from 
July 1907. The official Telegram 
dated 20 May 1907 to W. Priestley 
M.P., Rosemount, Bradford stated: 

Your application on behalf of the 
committee of the Bradford Eye & 
Ear Hospital for permission to 
use the prefix Royal has been 
submitted to the King, and I am 
happy to inform you that His 
Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to extend to the Hospital 
the sought for privilege and to 
command that the Institution be 
henceforth known as the Royal 
Eye & Ear Hospital. Signed 
Master of Elibank, Walkerbum 

War Time Conditions 
In August 1914 an offer was made by the hospital to put 20/30 beds at the 
disposal of the Military Authorities if needed. On 3 November Mr Priestman 
reported that nineteen wounded soldiers had been admitted. In May 1915 
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Leeds asked if twenty two soldiers could be admitted urgently. In August 
1916 there had been a large number of patients from the munitions works 
and a request was made to the works for a subscription to the hospital. 
However the Bradford National Shell Factory stated that they had no funds 
available for this purpose, pointing out that their workpeople contributed 
through the Hospital Fund. It was also suggested in October 1916 that the 
soldiers sent to the hospital should be Eye, Ear, Nose, and Throat cases. The 
hospital asked for an increase in the amount paid for each soldier in November 
1916, the amount rising from 2/- to 3/- per day. 

In November 1914 Dr Heilbom, the son of a Bradford merchant and a 
partner with Moritz Rothenstein at one period, was appointed as Joint 
Anaesthetist at 25 guineas for 2 days per week. In May 1915 he changed his 
name to Hayburn as there was sensitivity about a doctor with a German 
name being involved in the treatment of soldiers. At the German Hospital in 
London an airman refused at first to be treated by a German Doctor. 

In April 1917 the matron reported having received a summons for a breach 
of the Lighting Regulations at the Nurses Home. In September 1917 the 
Committee reported having received a communication from the committee 
for Medical History of the War asking for certain particulars relating to the 
hospital. In August 1920 the Hospital received from the Army Council a 
certificate as a permanent record of thanks for the work done by the hospital 
during the War. It was agreed to have this suitably framed. 

Post War 
In December 1918 the Lord Mayor asked for representatives on a committee 
to investigate a scheme for a War Memorial which should take the form of a 
new General Hospital. The Committee agreed that a new hospital be built to 
meet the requirements of the existing medical charities. 

This idea had previously been put forward in late 1910 in the form of a 
scheme to combine all hospitals on one site at Daisy Hill as a memorial to 
King Edward VII. At the time the Chairman of the Eye & Ear was concerned 
that the infirmary building committee had not considered any plans that 
included a building for the purposes of an Eye & Ear Hospital. 

In December 1919 the old Workhouse at St Luke's Hospital was taken 
over by the Corporation and the Eye & Ear Hospital was anxious about its 
policy regarding Eye & Ear patients. 

In October 1927, when there was a vacancy for a collector at £310.0 per 
week, there were 826 applicants. Seven were short listed, two ladies and five 
men. Miss Gladys Kingston was appointed and the unsuccessful applicants 
were thanked by means of a press announcement as this was less expensive 
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than writing to them. 
The move to the new site at Daisy Hill eventually took place in 1965 after 

plans had been commenced in 1962.The old property was auctioned in 1967 
when the whole complex of Hospital, Nurses Home, Nursing Home and 
Tennis Court was offered as one lot for £35,000. There were no offers and the 
property was next offered as three lots. The Hospital, car park and tennis 
court were bought by Debenhams on 21 April 1967 for £17,000, to be used to 
extend Busby's parking area. 

The other two lots were offered at £10,000 for the Nurses Home and 
£11,750 for the Nursing Home, the latter was sold privately on the following 
day for use as offices. 

Notes 
The Minute books available at the West Yorkshire Archive Service at 
Wakefield cover the period up to 1930. These are held in part of the Bradford 
Royal Infirmary collection C500. I have not as yet managed to discover how 
long the German names were used for the wards or what happened to the 
paintings of the two doctors and Behrens and Averdieck. 

Acknowledgement 
The illustrations and copy of the Annual Report are reproduced by permission 
of Bradford Libraries, Archives and Information Service. My thanks to Carol 
Greenwood. 

-33 -



Figure l.A plan of the Bradford Canal. D
r
a
w
n
 by John Allison based on a

 
conveyance and assignment plan offreeholds and leaseholds of 1

6
1
h
 December 

1872 with the addition of details of the original 1774 terminal basin, 1999. 

-34-



THE BRADFORD CANAL: A BRIEF HISTORY 

By John Allison 

In 1771 an Act of Parliament was passed to allow the: 

• . . making of a navigable Cut or Canal from the Town of Bradford in 
the County of York, through several Townships, Parishes or Hamlets 
of Bradford, Bolton and Idle, to join and communicate with the... 
Canal Navigation from Leeds to Liverpoole at Windhill. [The Bradford 
Canal was promoted] to be of great advantage to the trade carried on 
in Bradford and other places adjacent, will also tend to the 
improvement of lands near the same, the relief of the poor and 
preservation of public roads and moreover be a great public utility. 

The Act gives the names of twenty-seven people promoting it, who had to 
agree to raise £6,000 before work could begin. The list includes John Hustler 
and Abraham Balme who had fingers in just about every Bradford pie at 
that time. In fact they were strong movers in promoting the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal which had its headquarters in Bradford until 1850, when a 
transfer to Liverpool took place. Also in the list were John and Joshua Field 
whose descendant, Sir Charles Algernon Parsons, invented the steam turbine, 
and John Longbottom, the engineer, of both the Bradford and the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canals. 

At the end of the Eighteenth century water transport was the only method 
of moving goods in bulk. The other alternative was the packhorse which 
only carried small loads and, therefore, was very costly. The promoters of 
the Bradford Canal owned land in and around Bradford which, while 
virtually useless agriculturally, held underground riches in the form of coal, 
iron, pottery clay and stone. These resources could only be realised if cheap 
transport became available. The main product, coal, could then be taken 
from the Bradford mines to Skipton and the Craven area. The return journey 
could be used to bring back limestone for use in making iron, mortar for 
building and as a sweetener for Bradford's acid soils. Extra income would 
derive from the export of stone and, eventually, carriage of the products of 
the ironworks which could be set up. 

The Company of Proprietors of the Bradford Canal as the promoters were called, 
lost no time in going to work. The canal line was surveyed by John 
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Figure 2. Longitudinal Section of the Bradford Canal 
drawn by John Allison, 1999. 

Longbottom. It is said thatJames Brindley was asked to confirm the suitability 
of the plan but whether he came himself or (more probably) sent an assistant 
(probably Robert Whitworth) is not known. Hustler and Balme were soon 
busy buying land along the route. Work started at the Windhill end on 191 
July 1771 when John Knowles (a local man) was contracted to cut the canal. 
This included digging the main channel, constructing the ten locks and 
building the bridges. It was a broad canal and the lock dimensions were 
built to a size to enable the Leeds and Liverpool canal barges, of 62 feet in 
length, 14 feet in width and with a draught of 3 feet 8 inches, to use them. 
The barges could carry up to 60 tons of goods and, naturally in those days, 
the towing power would be one horse or even a donkey. 

It is thought that the canal was finished in 1773 but there is no record of 
when it opened except that Abraham Balme's day book records that money 
was paid to the bell ringers of St. Peter's parish church (now Bradford 
Cathedral) in 1774 and the Leeds Intelligencer of 22" March1774 has a report 
of the opening of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal from "Skipton to below the 
junction with the Bradford Canal". The final cost of the canal was £9,424-14-2. 
The canal ran from Hoppy Bridge below the Cathedral to the junction at 
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Windhill with the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal. 

When the canal was first 
built Bradford was little 
more than a village. It was 
very pretty, most houses had 
orchards attached to them 
and the canal was used for 
pleasant rowing trips at 
weekends. The canal's main 
use was to transport coal, 
from Bradford's mines, 
northwards up the Aire 
Valley. Lime kilns were built 
near the Bradford canal 
basin to utilise the limestone 
brought on the return 
journey. Limestone would 
also be used in the 
ironworks at Low Moor, 
Bowling and Bierley. These 
companies would use the 
canal to transport their 
heavy products, at least at 
the start of their journey. As 
was usual at the time, the 
Canal proprietors leased the 
working of the canal to others who ran it by manning the locks, looking after 
the upkeep and, sometimes running their own barges upon it and charging 
other barge-owners to use it. 

Figure 3. The Old Canal Basin. A watercolour by 
A. Geller. Courtesy Bradford Art Galleries and 

Museums. 

For about fifty years the canal flourished. But the seeds of the canal's downfall 
were already sown. The 1771 Act allowed water to be taken from the Bowling 
Beck. The supply soon proved insufficient and the Company dammed the 
Bradford Beck near the basin and used its water to feed the canal. As 
Bradford's population grew and its wool industry thrived the beck, which 
had always been used as a sewer, became more and more polluted. From 
1815 complaints began to be made about the state of the canal. Eventually it 
became known as River Stink. It was said that a silver watch in the pocket of 
a walker along the canal would turn black from exposure to the noxious 
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gases, and if a match was thrown into the canal the surface would be set 
alight! 
A bad outbreak of cholera brought matters to a head in 1849. The new 

railway, opened in 1844, was also providing serious competition. The Canal 
Board wanted to sell the canal but a majority of shareholders with the support 
of quarry owners, iron masters and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal opposed 
this move. A hot summer in 1864 eventually drove the Corporation to law. 
The judgement in 1865 stated that taking water from the Bradford Beck was 
illegal. The Company fought back but the appeal in 1866 went against them. 
Bills were presented to Parliament to shorten the canal and pump water up 
from Shipley or to close the canal completely and sell the land. The Company 
gained time while these were heard, but the Bills were rejected and on May 
1' 1867 the canal was dosed for the first time. 

The owners of quarries along the valley at the side of the canal, whose 
turnover was £350,000 per year, were without transport. Much expense and 
trouble would be caused if they had to make alternative arrangements to 
move their products by rail. They began negotiations and became the owners 
of the lower part of the canal. The Canal Company sold the upper, half-mile 
of the canal from Northbrook Bridge to the old basin for building and the 
Corporation was given the land to widen Canal Road. The old Canal 
Company was wound up in 1870. 

The new company, called The Bradford Canal Company Limited, was formed 
by the eleven quarry owners who became its directors. It was planned that 
all the water be pumped up from Shipley by steam engines. A wharf for 43 
boats was to be built at the new basin. The Company raised share capital of 
£35,000 and obtained a Parliamentary Bill to reopen the canal. Naylor and 
Company of Cleckheaton carried out the work for £25,000 and, five years 
since the closure, the canal was reopened on 1' May 1872. 

Gordon Biddle who wrote A Short History of the Bradford Canal states: 

the horse boat William left Windhill lock at 3-30 p.m. with the 
directors and others aboard entertained by the Saltaire Band. The 
chairman drew the first dough at the lock and the voyage proceeded 
to Oliver lock where the canal was declared open. After speeches and 
the singing of Rule Britannia the boat returned to Frizinghall, where 
the directors (practical men) set to work to load the boat with its first 
cargo. 

The official opening ceremony took place on Easter Tuesday 1873. The Bradford 
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Figure 4. The Bradford Canal at Dockfleld Junction, c. 1965. 
Photo courtesy Derek Shepherd. 

Observer reported that between 15,000 and 20,000 spectators lined the canal 
to see the twin-screw, steam tug Enterprise (renamed Liverpool for the occasion) 
towing the stone barge, with the unfortunate name of Mayday. The Observer 
suggested that Bradford might now call itself a SEAPORT! The new basin at 
Northbrook was reached and the band played See the Conquering Hero while 
everyone cheered. In the evening the directors hosted a dinner at the New 
Inn at the end of Thornton Road. 

But the five years that the canal had been closed had resulted in many 
regular traders turning to rail. General merchandise was at a much lower 
volume than anticipated and wool particularly kept to rail. Pumping and 
the water bought from the Leeds and Liverpool Canal was very costly. In 
1876 the Company began negotiations with the Leeds and Liverpool and the 
Aire and Calder Canals to take over the Bradford Canal. The transfer took 
place on the first day of 1877. 

Three new warehouses were built by the new joint owners at the Bradford 
Basin with their fronts on Canal Road. The warehouses had the canal run 
into them so that loading could take place directly into the barges, undercover 
from the elements. At the time these were the best warehouses in the town. 

Traffic was still below the expected level. The Royal Commission on Inland 
Waterways in 1905 shows that 80,674 tons of goods were carried in 1888. 
This increased to an annual tonnage of 98,271, but it was not enough. A 
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Figure 5. The last barge in cargo, the Beta, making 
herfinal trip firm the city. In the background are the 

undercover wharves of the 'new' basin. 
Photocopy courtesy Telegraph & Argus. 

profit of £837 in 1888 was 
turned into a loss of £263 in 
1898 and back into a small 
profit of £334 in 1905. Most 
money came from renting 
storage space in the new 
warehouses which con-
tributed 60% of the revenue. 
The largest expense was 
pumping the water from 
Shipley. 

In the First World War 
the Government controlled 
the canal but afterwards the 
rot really set in. From 1919 
to l92l losses of about E3,000 
per year were incurred. In 
the five years up to 1922 less 
than three vessels per week 
used the canal. The toll fee 
of ten shillings (5Op) was 
offset by a pumping expense 
of £8-ID-U (8-50). Even the 

Aire and Calder Company began carrying goods between Bradford and its 
Leeds wharf by road. 

The writing was on the wall but a 1921 Parliamentary Bill to dose the canal 
was opposed by the Bradford Corporation, the Chamber of Commerce, and 
the West Riding County Council, and the bill failed. Another Bill in 1922 was 
successful as clauses were inserted to protect the interests of the Corporation, 
Leathers Chemical Company and the Bradford Dyers Association. The Bill 
became law on 291  June 1922 and the canal closed for the second and final 
time. The Yorkshire Observer Budget of Friday 21' July published a photograph 
of B. C. Wall's barge Beta leaving the basin on the final trip down the canal. 
Perhaps it would have been more fitting if its name had been Omega. 

So ended the Bradford Canal. The water was drained, the channel filled-
in and the land used for other purposes so that today very little evidence of 
the Bradford Canal remains. The Spink Well Locks were only filled-in in the 
1990's and there are still a few bridges left which once spanned the canal. 
The Finnish Redwood planks used to floor the 'new' warehouses in 1881 
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were recovered in 1981 to be used in the restoration of the Victorian warship, 
HMS Warrior, at Hartlepool. 

This small branch canal was an early canal, built well before the canal building 
mania of 1793. In fact Bradford had a fully working canal only about a decade 
after what is considered to be the first true canal, the Bridgewater Canal 
built by the Duke of Bridgewater. With the benefit of hindsight it is easy to 
say that a more secure water supply would have been ensured with the 
building of a good reservoir, but we must not forget that the canal as built 
did cost fifty percent more than the £6,000 originally estimated. Later (and 
perhaps one could say better) civil engineers, such as William Jessop, made 
sure each lock raised or lowered a canal by an even, equal amount which 
reduced water wastage, as was done on the Rochdale Canal. Replacing the 
staircase locks by more normal single ones would also have saved water, but 
staircases are cheaper to build. The construction of side ponds at each lock 
could have cut water usage up to fifty percent for each barge movement. But 
hindsight speculation is useless. The railway competition, especially during 
the canal's 'career break' of the five years from 1867 to 1872, really pre-empted 
the canal's later prosperity, and the use of road transport after the First World 
War was the final blow. 

� "- i� 7 wit W-N -�-
Figure 6. A picture of the Oliver Locks, c. 1914. 
Midland Terrace is to the right of the picture. 

Photo courtesy of Bradford Libraries, Archives and Information Service. 
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If the Bradford Canal had survived would it now have joined in the present 
success of leisure boating? What a feather in the cap of Bradford's new-found, 
present tourist trade that would have been! 
Now in 2004 there is a proposal to resurrect the Bradford Canal, but the 

estimated cost is half a billion pounds. The route is not the same as the 1774 
canal and, with the seemingly natural cost overrun of large civil engineering 
projects, I am not optimistic that the Bradford Canal, in whatever form, will 
ever be rebuilt. 

Note 
This article was originally written for a short talk on Bradford Community 
Radio's Spirit of Bradford programme, presented by Tim Moon. It was 
broadcast on lO'' December 1997. Exact references were not given but the 
following sources were consulted. 

1. John James, History & Topography of Bradford and its Parish (with 
Continuations and Additions), Longman, Brown, Green and 
Longmans (London) and Charles Stanfield (Bradford), 1840. 

2. West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford Office. 
3. Mike Clarke, The Leeds and Liverpool Canal: A History and Guide, 

Carnegie Press, 1990. 
4. Gary Firth, Bradford and the Industrial Revolution, Ryburn Publishing, 

1990. 
5. An Act for Making a Navigable Cut or Canal from Bradford to join the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal at Windhill, in the Township of Idle, in the 
county of York". 1771 

6. Dr Cohn Sidaway, 'The History of the Bradford Canal'. 
Unpublished manuscript, circa 1995. 

7. Anon, 'Bradford's Loss - Warrior's Gain', Article in issue No.1, 
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FROM DRAWING ROOM TO CONCERT HALL 
MUSIC IN BRADFORD 

By Arthur D. Walker 

During the latter part of the eighteenth-century, meetings were arranged at 
various houses in order to sing short pieces of music, in three or four parts. 
Some of those attending would be able to read musical notation or play the 
piano; others would sing part-songs and glees, with or without 
accompaniment. Copies of the music would be taken home to learn, and if a 
member of the family was able to play the piano, this would be a considerable 
help. 

These groups were formed into Musical Unions, meeting in a convenient 
room where a piano was available. Quite often this would be a room in a 
public house, and according to William Scruton's Pen and Pencil Pictures of 
Old Bradford, The Bull's Head on Westgate had a musical notoriety extending 
over agreater period than any other inn in Bradford. In the 1820's the landlady 
would even provide 'fit-bits' for the singers after the evening's practice.' The 
repertoire of these Musical Unions and Glee Clubs was often considerable. 
Music would be purchased from the local music dealer in sufficient number 
of copies for each member. They were often bound up into volumes in title 
order with a list of contents printed and bound in at the front of the volume, 
each being numbered. These volumes would then be loaned to members so 
that they could learn their parts in pieces to be included in forthcoming 
concerts. 
A bound volume formerly belonging to the Shipley Musical Union Club 

has thirty-seven pieces representing one short period in the history of the 
Club. Members of the Bradford Musical Union in its early years were singing 
glees and part-songs by John Wall Callcott, Samuel Webbe, John Stafford 
Smith, R. S. J. Stevens, and many others. The early years of the twentieth-
century were represented by the latest compositions of Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, Thomas F. Dunhill, John Ireland, and Sir Edward Elgar. Solo items 
were included in the concerts and songs were published in more than one 
key to suit the voice of the singer. Copies in each key were purchased so that 
an appropriate one was available for the singer. Examples of these can be 
seen in the volumes of the Bradford Moor Musical Union, and also of the 
Airedale Musical Union 

Churches and chapels formed their own Musical Unions, and an example 
is the Wesley Place Congregational Chapel in Great Horton. The Revd. 
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Edward Balme wrote in his diary for the 26 December 1774: 'There was the 
oratorio of the Messiah at the Piece Hall in Bradford, to which land Miss Isles 
and Mr. Hodgson went. Miss , from Hay's Chapel sang the solos, and a 
collection was made for her' .2A three-manual organ, built by Donaldson of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, was erected in the Parish Church in 1786 to be used 
in the performance of oratorios by Handel. 

On the 30 June 1802, the Bradford Musical Festival was held in the Parish 
Church, the conductor being Edward Miller (1731-1807) of Doncaster. The 
programme was mainly made up of movements from the works of Handel, 
with an aria from Haydn's Creation included. It was also announced that 
there was to be an instrumental concert in the evening at the New Room, 
and that the programme would be announced later in the day. By 1818 
concerts were also being given by the Harmonic Society. 

Although we know of the above events, William Cudworth states that 
there is no reliable information on the history of music in Bradford before 
1821. 

The Musical Friendly Society was formed in 1821 from choirs which were 
regularly performing hymns and Handel choruses at events in their chapels 
such as Sunday school and chapel anniversaries, in 1823 the first Yorkshire 
Musical Festival was held; three instrumentalists and some singers from 
Bradford were known to have taken part. 

During the period from 1831 to 1837, the Philharmonic Society was giving 
concerts in the Exchange Building. The Old Choral Society was formed from 
the chorus of the Friendly Society, to which others will have been asked to 
join, in 1843. At this time there were also other musical societies: Classical 
Harmonists, Gentleman's Glee Club, Church Choral Society and the Choral 
Union of male voices. 

In the male chorus, there were not only the tenors and basses with which 
we are familiar today, but also male altos. In the Church Times there are 
occasionally cathedral advertisements for Alto Lay Clerk (Male) & Tenor 
Lay Clerk'. This part is commonly found in nineteenth century and earlier, 
vocal compositions. 

Copies of sheet music for the performers were usually obtained from 
local music dealers who would order what was required for the season. 
Slater's Directory of Yorkshire, c.1850, lists the dealer William Howgiil Blackburn 
at 44 Market Street, who also had premises in Cheapside. White's Directory of 
Leeds and Bradford, 1853, gives 15 Market Street as the address; whilst the 
address for William and Harry in Northgate is given as 10 Cheapside. 

The organ builder at that time, Frederick Whitworth Nicholson, was at 6 
Leeds Road, with premises in Huddersfield at South Street. Slater's Directory 
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of Yorkshire also lists a John Nicholson, also at Leeds Road. These firms would 
be called upon to help with maintenance and tuning of the many church and 
chapel organs. In addition. White's Directory of Leeds and Bradford has an 
advertisement for Misdale & Co., of 10 Cheapside, pianoforte sellers, teachers 
and tuners, 'Quadrille parties Attended'. This company had pianos available 
for hire, and took old pianos in part-exchange. Pianoforte dealers would 
also attend to the Sunday School and chapel pianos. J. Leach & Co., dealers 
in pianofortes, had premises in Sun-Bridge, and provided piano tuning, 
repairs, and hiring, and also took old instruments in part exchange. 

The German immigrants in the wool trade founded a Liedertafel in 1846. 
Members would meet together over a meal, and German part-songs would 
be sung. The following year, the German community promoted a 'String 
Quartet Party' and performances of pieces by Beethoven, Haydn, Mozart 
and contemporary composers would be given. 

On 31 August 1853, St. George's Hall was opened. It had an organ. The 
first significant Bradford Musical Festival took place here conducted by Sir 
Michael Costa, with a chorus of 220 and orchestra of 85. 

The Festival Choral Society was formed in 1856, William Jackson (1815-
1866) of Masham being the conductor. The standard of singing was high, 
and in 1858 there was an invitation from the Royal Family to take part in 
concerts at the Crystal Palace and St. James's Hall in London. The same year 
Bradford had a visit from an opera company. 

The Bradford Amateur Musical Society, under its conductor Schlesinger, 
gave a concert 'for the relief of the unemployed poor of Bradford' on 28 
August 1858. The Hallé Orchestra gave its first concert in Bradford that same 
year, though the following year was to see the last of the Musical Festivals. 

In 1860 the Festival Choir took part in a two-day Handel Festival at 
Durham Cathedral. The Bradford Orchestral Society was formed in the same 
year and Cudworth gives the names of members of the orchestra .4 Following 
the visit of 1858 there was, in 1861, a further visit by an opera company from 
London. The Bradford Subscription Concerts were established in 1865, and 
the committee members included Julius Delius, father of the Bradford-born 
composer Frederick Delius. 

Meanwhile, music publishers advertised piano music suitable for presents 
and easy music for children. These albums contained popular pieces which 
were aimed at family music making round the piano or harmonium. Some 
years later, the young J. B. Priestley would frequent the music shops of 
Kirkgate and Darley Street, playing the piano at family parties to which guests 
would bring their own sheet music, and would need little persuasion to sing.' 

Notable conductors and accompanists of the various choirs and unions 
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included Frederick Cook Atkinson, organist of St. Paul's Manningham, and 
formerly of Norwich, who was appointed conductor of the newly formed 
Manningham Vocal Union in 1870. He composed anthems, services, part-
songs, pianoforte music, etc. The Festival Choir had Frederick Cliffe as 
accompanist from 1873 to 1876; and John Hall was the conductor of the 
Bradford Glee Union which was founded in 1875 and met at the Oddfellows' 
Hall, Thornton Road. A concert was given for John Hall on 7 October 1879 at 
the Church Institute, when he was about to leave Bradford for Canada. One 
C. Penningroth was appointed to succeed him, and a further concert was 
given on 8 December. 

John Broadbent Anderson was appointed in 1887, for one year, to organise 
the teaching of music in Bradford's schools. He introduced John Curwen's 
Tonic Sol-fa system. With its success, grants from the Education Department 
were increased. At the end of his term of office, a Mr Cowley was then 
appointed. After two years in the post, he was followed by William Docksey, 
during whose term standards were raised. William Docksey was followed 
by Arthur Stork. 

In 1892 the Bradford Permanent Orchestra was formed from a group of 
professional musicians, with W. B. Sewell as the first conductor. The same 
year a National Conference was held on the subject of school songs. Novello 
& Co. in their catalogues of the 1930s listed large numbers of books of school 
songs. A syllabus of vocal music was issued by the Bradford Education 
Committee in 1908 to be used in the city's schools. 

The City of Bradford Co-operative Society celebrated its golden jubilee 
in 1910. A Jubilee Celebration Committee was formed. A procession took 
place led by the mounted police and City Brass Band, and wagons represented 
the various departments of the Society. Music was provided daily by local 
bands, and the Society had its own orchestra and choir under the direction 
of Mr Hartwell Robertshaw. A concert was held on 8 October 1910 at Muff 
Field School, Bowling Old Lane. 

Samuel Midgley arranged a series of chamber music concerts: an annual 
series of six concerts, with free admission, started in 1911 and ran for thirteen 
years. 

The Church of England Men's Society held a special service inSt. George's 
Hall on 21 November 1911. The service leaflet includes the words and music 
for six hymns, from which it may be presumed, suitable ones were selected. 
The Bishop of Richmond (The Rt. Revd. John James Pulleine) presided and a 
sermon on 'The Dignity of Manhood' was preached by the Rt. Revd. Taylor 
Smith, the Chaplain General to the Forces. The conductor was John 
Popplewell; Mr. E. Whitaker of St. Oswald's was the organist. The following 
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year the Old Choral Society entered the Anglo-French competition in Paris, 
and won two prizes. 

Over the period before and during the 1914-18 war, the Bradford 
Subscription Concerts had some outstanding soloists and first performances 
in Bradford. Michael Balling became conductor of the Hallé Orchestra in 
1912, and during the 1912-13 season conducted four concerts. The concert 
on 14th February included the first performance in Bradford of Elgar's Second 
Symphony. Among the soloists that season were Melba, Busoni, Kreisler, 
Casals, and Eugen d'Albert. During the seasons which followed, there were 
visits from Elena Gerhardt, Rakhmaninov, Nikisch, Beecham, and Sir Henry 
Wood. 

During the same period, the Bradford Permanent Orchestra continued 
its annual season of concerts, conducted by Julian Clifford. The programme 
books included the words of vocal items and short notices on the orchestral 
works. In contrast, the programme of the Bradford Subscription Concerts 
included music examples, lists subscribers, and lists of the members of the 
Hallé Orchestra. One interesting point concerning the programme booklet 
is that it was printed on special 'silent' paper: the pages could be turned 
without the usual noise, especially when they were all turned at the same 
time. Additionally, the times of trains after the concerts, together with their 
destinations, were listed. 

The programme booklets included advertisements by local firms, which 
meant that they would be seen by a large number of people at the same time. 
Afterwards they would be passed on, so widening the circulation of the 
advertisements. The programme booklet for the first concert of the Bradford 
Permanent Orchestra's 1915-16 season contained twelve pages of 
advertisements by local firms. The soloist at the concert given on 
61 November 1916 was Miss Mabel Masson from New Zealand, resident at 
the time in this country and well known in opera and oratorio performances. 
The pianist was Miss Margaret Collins and works by Chopin and Liszt were 
performed. 

At the start of the 1914-18 war German residents were compelled to reduce 
their involvement in local affairs. It was owing to this change of situation 
that Samuel Midgley organised the chamber music concerts. 

Charles Hooper in 1918 became Music Adviser to the Education 
Committee. He promoted a wide view of music in schools by arranging for 
pupils to have instrumental tuition. Bradford was one of the pioneers in 
providing elementary schools with pianofortes. 

The Diocese of Bradford was formed by an Order in Council of 25 
November 1919. The Parish Church now became the Cathedral Church of 
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St. Peter. 
The British National Opera Company, founded in 1922 by some leading 

singers and instrumentalists, gave its first performance in Bradford on 6th 
February 1923. The opera was Verdi's Aida. 

St. George's Hall was converted to a cinema in 1926 and, until it was 
coverted back to a concert hall in 1952-3, concerts were held in Eastbrook 
Hall. 

Over the years, Bradford was well supplied with music-dealers. The 1927 
Kelly's Directory of Bradford lists four firms in the Market Hall (Kirkgate 
Market): Fred Power, Shuttleworth's (Music) Ltd. (who also had a shop at 33 
Darley Street), Mrs. Margaret White & Joseph Wood, and Wood & Marshall 
(later J. Wood & Sons Ltd., having shops in New Ivegate and Sunbridge 
Road). Other firms included A. Moore of Manchester Road, who dealt in 
musical instruments, and Walter Lancaster at 84 Westgate. Organ builders 
were represented by William Andrews Ltd, Driver & Haigh, and Thomas 
Hughes, who provided churches and chapels with help in maintaining their 
organs for services and concerts. 

The Bradford Music Club was formed in 1930 and held recitals in the 
ballroom of the Midland Hotel; its founder was Keith Douglas. 

During the 1930s the Bradford Permanent Orchestra ceased to exist. 
The Historical Pageant of Bradford was held in Peel Park between 13 and 

22 July 1931 and music played an important part. The Bradford City Police 
Band, bandmaster Inspector Phillip, and the Black Dyke Junior Band, 
bandmaster H. Hebworth, were in attendance. There was also a 500-strong 
choir and an orchestra of a hundred, conducted by Laurence Hirst and Wilfred 
Knight. The programme book includes the text of each of the six episodes, 
those taking the main parts, and the words of the various songs included, 
together with the authors and composers. During the 1930s there were many 
operatic societies connected with churches and chapels, members of which 
took part in the choir. Acknowledgements and thanks were made to the Great 
Horton, Otley Road Wesleyan, Idle and Thackley, St.James, St. Mark, Holme 
Lane Congregational Church, Horton Moravian, Heaton Church, and other 
operatic societies. Various committees were formed, with Ernest Halliday as 
the chairman. The Souvenir Book lists the names of members of the chorus 
and a list of the schools taking part. 

The following year, at Girlington Baptist Church, a performance of 
Mendelssohn's Elijah was given on the 20 February. It was usual to perform 
oratorios in chapels as a service, with prayers and hymn at the beginning. 
The Oratorio concluded with a hymn and a blessing, and a silver collection 
was taken. The performance was conducted by Mr. A. Chippendale, with 
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Mr. F. Milner at the organ. 
Charles Hooper was appointed organist of Bradford Cathedral in 1938. 
At the Festival Choral Society concert on 26 April 1944, a performance of 

Elgar's The Dream of Gerontius was given with soloists who had, some years 
before the composer's death, performed the work with him. Dr. Malcolm 
Sargent, who had known Elgar for many years, was the conductor. On 16th 
February 1901, Elgar had conducted the first performance of the Prelude and 
Angel's Farewell in Bradford. 

During the 1939-45 war, as people were advised not to travel, events were 
organised in parks under the designation 'Holidays at Home'. Competitions 
were held for piano, etc., and prizes were usually only awarded to the winner. 
I took part in one in Bowling Park and played the theme from the Warsaw 
Concerto which had only recently been published. My copy was purchased 
from J. Wood & Sons in New Ivegate. 

The Bradford United Choral Societies, conducted by Leslie Woodgate, 
performed Mendelssohn's Elijah on Sunday 301  July 1944 at the Park Avenue 
Football ground in aid of the Bradford Services Comforts Fund. 

The Bradford Subscription Concerts continued, and on 131  April 1946, 
the Hallé Orchestra under John Barbirolli, with Catherine Lawson and Parry 
Jones, performed Gustav Mahler's Song of the Earth for the first time in 
Bradford. Performances of Mahier's works were not very common and it 
was not until 1960, the centenary of the composer's birth, that there was 
increased interest in him. Elgar's Enigma Variations concluded the programme. 

The Festival Choral Society concert of 17th November 1948 consisted of 
Faure's Requiem and three movements from Vaughan Williams' Sea Symphony. 
At the end of the Requiem, I remember there was an announcement from the 
platform for the owner of a parked car who had most likely broken some 
regulation, and this was a surprise to the audience. 

The visit by the Hallé Orchestra on 151  October 1949 included, for only 
the third time, the Sibelius Violin Concerto, the soloist being an outstanding 
young violinist, Ginette Neveu. Little did we know that she and her brother 
would be killed in an air crash in the Azores only two weeks later. She was 
only 30. Fortunately she had recorded the Brahms and Sibelius concertos. 
Later, recordings of the Brahms and Beethoven were found in the archives of 
some European radio stations. 

Visits were made by other orchestras: the BBC Symphony orchestra with 
Sir Adrian Boult; Charles Groves and the BBC Northern Orchestra; and the 
Liverpool Philharmonic under Hugo Rignold. 

In 1955, the Old Choral Society, in its concert of 11 March, appeared to be 
going back to the old style of concerts of the Festival Choral Society and 
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Bradford Permanent Orchestra: orchestral, vocal items with piano, and short 
choral works. The concert began with Canterbury Pilgrims by Sir George 
Dyson, there were arias and songs with piano accompaniment, ending with 
Ah, moon of my delight. The orchestra and chorus closed the concert with 
what must be the best known work by Sir Hubert Parry other than Jerusalem, 
Blest pair of Sirens, a setting of Milton's At a solemn music. 

Operettas were staged by the various amateur operatic societies, including 
Waltz-dream by Oscar Straus. Arthur Sullivan was well represented and 
Allerton Congregational Operatic Society staged Ruddigore. 

The Messiah continued to be performed annually, and the Thornton United 
Choirs presented the work in two parts, afternoon and evening. At the foot 
of the cover of the programme is the note 'Please leave this Hymn Sheet for 
use at the Evening Service'. The whole work was performed as a service in 
Kipping Independent Chapel. 
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THE PEOPLE'S BISHOP AND THE LADY: 

PARSON BULL AND Miss CURRER 

By Janet C Senior 

During the first half of the 19th century Bradford was at the forefront of the 
struggle for reform in the mills and factories of Great Britain. Many 
Bradfordians are unaware of the important part played in the struggle by 
one of its own clergymen. This intrepid minister, known to his congregation 
and many of the country's mill workers as the 'People's Bishop', was the Rev. 
George Stringer Bull of Bierley Chapel. 

The Reverend George Stringer Bull was born in Essex in 1799. He had a 
rather unconventional upbringing for a future minister in the Church of 
England. His father, a minister, chose to educate George at home. This 
situation ceased in 1810 when George joined the navy hoping for rapid 
promotion and wealth. By the time he was 16 years of age George had realised 
the navy was not for him so he returned home to continue his studies. After 
a spell teaching overseas for the Church Missionary Society in Sierra Leone, 
George returned home and was ordained by the Bishop of Chester in 1823. 
The young curate began his ministry at Hessle, near Hull, where he met his 
wife Mary. Mary and George moved to Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury, in 1825. 
It was here that George first came face to face with the atrocious conditions 
for workers in factories and mills. Though he did not become involved in 
local politics George began to involve himself in bettering the conditions of 
the local mill workers. He helped with the building of the Dewsbury Church 
School, introduced the inhabitants to the Temperance Movement, and 
supported the campaign for the emancipation of slaves. In 1826 he was offered 
the curacy of the chapel at Bierley in Bradford. 

Frances Mary Richardson Currer was born at Eshton Hall, Gargrave, in 
1785. She was the only child and heiress of the Rev. Henry Richardson Currer, 
who had married Margaret Clive Wilson, the only daughter and heiress of 
Matthew Wilson of Eshton Hall. Margaret was a niece of (Jive of India. The 
Rev. Henry Richardson inherited the Currer Estates from his cousin and the 
Richardson Estates from his grandmother. The Rev. Henry Richardson Currer 
died before his daughter was born. Miss Currer, at her birth, inherited the 
estates of Eshton, Kildwick, Bierley and Oakenshaw. She grew to be an 
accomplished lady who did not allow her hearing problem to interfere with 
her life. Though she never married, Miss Currer admired a fellow bibliophile, 
Richard Heber. Miss Currer was an avid collector of books, shells, prints and 
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fossils. During her lifetime 
she was regarded as the 
'head of all female collectors 
in Europe' (T. F. Dibdin) and 
'England's earliest biblio-
phile' (S. de Ricci). This 
amazing lady was a cousin of 
the Rev. Carus Wilson and 
agreed to be patroness of the 
school for clergymen's 
daughters that he opened at 
Cowan Bridge. Four of the 
Brontë sisters attended 
Cowan Bridge School and 
Charlotte based Jane Eyre on 
her experiences there. It is 
believed that Miss Currer 
was the 'wealthy Yorkshire 
patroness' who presented the 
Rev. Patrick Brontë with £50 
when he was in financial 
trouble. As the owner of 
Bierley Estate the patronage 
of Bierley Chapel was in her 
gift. It was Miss Currer who, Figure 1. Miss Frances Mary Richardson Currer, 
hearing about the Rev. 1807, byMaquerier, 
George Bull's work amongst from a photograph in the archive collections at 
the poor of Dewsbury, the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. 
invited him to take up the 
curacy at Bierley Chapel. 

Bierley was a Chapel of Ease for the parish church in Bradford and the 
post offered was that of a perpetual curate. Richard Richardson, of Bierley 
Hall and an ancestor of Miss Currer, had built Bierley Chapel in 1766 as a 
private chapel for his family and tenants rather than attend the parish church 
every Sunday A proportion of the income at Bierley Chapel (from weddings, 
burials, etc.) had to be handed over to the vicar of Bradford. The remaining 
living was therefore much reduced and it was not long before George and 
Mary with their young family (there were eventually seven children) began 
to approach their patroness for help. George was curate at Bierley Chapel 
for 13 eventful years. During that time letters travelled between Bradford 
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Revleorqe ShinqerBtLLL 
1826-1838 

Figure 2. The Reverend George Stringer Bull, 
from A History of the Parish Church 

of St John, Bierley, 1924. 

and Eshton Hall docu-
menting the breakdown of 
the initial trust and respect 
that the two had originally 
held for each other. This 
article is based on that 
correspondence which is 
amongst the archive 
collection housed in the 
archives of the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society 
(MD335/2/2). 

In late 1828 George 
thanked Miss Currer for the 
new vicarage which 'is very 
substantial and weather-
proof ' though the 'bleakness 
of the hill' prevented them 
from growing anything 
other than vegetables. The 
chapel had been enlarged 
and George expected soon 
to fill all the seats. The 
Sunday School proved to be 
very popular and there 
were soon so many 
attending that the school 
room proved to be too 
small. The girls met in the 

schoolroom and the boys in the church. George was eventually to encourage 
Miss Currer to apply to the National Society for Educating the Poor for a 
grant of £1000 towards the cost of building a new school. George sent 
estimates for the painting and papering of the new vicarage to Miss Currer. 
However he then introduced the delicate subject of the church income, which 
was less than £120 per annum. George hinted that he could be 'under the 
necessity of accepting a situation with a more comfortable income' even 
though the family did not wish to leave Bierley. As George expected, his 
patroness did not want to lose her new curate. Miss Currer replied in January 
1829 that she hoped the vicarage 'is comfortable and that it was painted and 
papered at my expense as I wished it to be'. She agreed that £120 per annum 
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Figure 3. Eshton Hall,frorn A Catalogue of the Library of Miss Richardson 
Currer, Yorkshire Archaeological Society archives. 

was not sufficient for the family and decided £200 per annum would be 
more suitable. Miss Currer said she would make up any difference between 
actual and real income 'each year during my life'. George accepted the new 
agreement and the family settled into life at Bierley. Miss Currer provided 
money for clothes and food for the poor of the district. George was soon well 
known throughout East and West Bowling where there were no churches 
other than the meetings he organised in people's homes. He went into public 
houses to force men home to their wives. He campaigned against cock 
fighting, especially in Sticker Lane, which was 'the rendezvous of thieves, 
blackguards of all sorts and a place where cockfights and men fights were 
common'. He also supported the Temperance Movement, in 1837 the first 
Temperance Hall in England was erected in Chapel Street, Bradford (where 
the Priestley Theatre now stands). George attended meetings there. Mary 
worked amongst the poor distributing clothes and food. When she had time 
she loved to work in the church garden. 

In 1800 the widow of the Rev. Henry Richardson Currer married her 
cousin, Matthew Wilson. They had a son Matthew. This stepbrother was 
Miss Currer's heir and he took a great interest in her affairs. Matthew visited 
George in August 1829 and left him with the impression that the costs or the 
rent of the vicarage (25 per annum) would be deducted from his stipend of 
£200. A worried George wrote to Miss Currer who reassured him that the 
cost of the vicarage was not included in the £200, but this did not settle the 
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matter and the money was deducted for the next eight years. It formed the 
basis of a later legal action. Matthew and George's relationship was strained 
from then on. Matthew tried to interfere with all matters concerning George, 
who wanted to deal exclusively with Miss Currer. By April 1831 Matthew 
asked George 'not to trouble her [Miss Currer] with any further 
correspondence on the subject'. George retaliated by sending copies of any 
correspondence from Matthew to Miss Currer! 

It was late in 1831 when George became an active member of the Ten 
Hours Movement. He travelled all over the country speaking in support of 
regulating the hours worked by children in the factories and mills. Richard 
Oastler, John Wood, the Duke of Wellington and the Rev. Patrick Brontë were 
numbered amongst his admirers. But he was not as popular with the local 
mill owners, Mr Leach (tenant of Bierley Hall and employee of Miss Currer), 
Mr Heap (vicar of Bradford) and many local gentry. George was loved by 
the common people of Bradford and was known affectionately as the 'People's 
Bishop'. As his involvement with the movement increased George sometimes 
absented himself from his pastoral duties at Bierley. By 1836 Miss Currer 
was admonishing him over those 'clerical irregularities of which you have 
been guilty'. George then astonished his patroness by announcing 'I have 
accepted prospectively the charge of a new church that is now about to be 

Figure 4. Eshton Hall Library, from A Catalogue of the Library of Miss 
Richardson Currer, Yorkshire Archaeological Society archives. 
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Figure 5. St John's Church, Bierley, 1872, showing the church extension and the 
vicarage from A History of the Parish Church of St John, Bierley. 

built at Bradford by Mr Wood and to which he will legally secure a stipend 
of £300 a year'. (September 1836). Not wanting to leave the chapel at Bierley 
without a minister he recommended the Rev. James Bardsley. He added that 
Bardsley was aware of the special arrangements between Miss Currer and 
George over the ministerial income at Bierley Chapel. This recommendation 
was not greeted with automatic approval. Neither Miss Currer nor Matthew 
Wilson were interested in anyone George thought was suitable. Miss Currer 
appealed to the Archbishop of York to support her choice of the 
J. C. Boddington. Relationships between the Lady and the People's Bishop 
now completely collapsed and solicitors became involved. 

The main area of conflict was the £25 a year for the vicarage that had 
been deducted from George's stipend of £200 per annum. This had now been 
deducted for eight years, so the sum George was disputing amounted to 
£200. George asked James Bentley, a Bradford solicitor, to represent him. 
Bentley wrote to Miss Currer asking if the 'deficiency or arrears will be paid 
or not and, if not, the name of your Attorney for Mr Bull will feel himself 
driven to resort to proceedings at Law to enforce the payment of what he 
conceives to be due to him' (June 1839). There was no immediate response 
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from Eshton Hall so Bentley wrote again mentioning 'when the deduction 
was first proposed Mr Bull immediately wrote to Miss Currer' and that Miss 
Currer had then replied it had 'not been her intention to deduct the rent 
from the £200 a year' (12th July 1839). This did elicit a reply from Matthew 
Wilson on 16" July 1839 in which he said 'if Miss Currer wrote a letter that 
she should make the income £200 exclusive of the house I should, on 
production of such a document, have paid the amount but Miss Currer has 
no recollection of such a letter'. Bentley sent copies of the correspondence 
between George and Miss Currer on the subject but Matthew prevaricated 
saying 'I am unable to make out the amount exact' and added that the date 
on the letter was incomplete. He went on to say 'I am not disposed to pay 
one farthing more than the law will compel after Mr Bull's conduct' (14th 
August 1839). By the 301 August 1839 Matthew had had enough and wrote 
to Mr Bentley 'pray let us have done with Mr Bull. I want to pay the amount 
and hear no more of him'. An agreement was drawn up on 3" September 
1839 that George would accept £153.3s (George paid all the costs of the case). 
All parties signed a receipt and George accepted the cheque to discharge the 
debts. 

Rev. George Stringer Bull left Bierley Chapel to become the vicar of the 
new church of St James in Manchester Road until 1840, when he moved to 
Birmingham. His involvement with attempts to improve the social and 
working conditions of the poor continued for the rest of his life. Miss Currer 
continued to live a somewhat secluded life at Eshton Hall adding to her 
already vast library collection. She died in 1861, and was followed four years 
later by her former adversary, the People's Bishop. 
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ROOMS WITH A VIEW: SOME BRADFORD HOTELS 

By David Croft 

In 1908, when E. M. Forster's novel A room with a view was first published, 
Bradford could offer the visiting businessman a range of centrally-located 
hotels to meet his needs. Most of these had been built in the period which 
saw the transformation of the centre of the town, 1860 to 1900, and many of 
these are recognisable to this day. 

Prior to this period there were a number of smaller establishments 
providing accommodation, and Brear's Guide to Bradford published in 1873 
records that amongst the best of these were The New Inn at the end of 
Thornton Road, The Commercial on Tyrrel Street, the Market Tavern, and 
the Northgate Hotel on John Street. According to Brear, a room at one of 
these would then cost between 1/6d. and 2/- a night with breakfast costing 
around 2/-. In spite of the existence of these and other hostelries, many visitors 
complained of the inadequate facilities on offer, and Sir Henry Ripley (1814-
1882) of Bowling Dyeworks became involved in a scheme which was to result 
in the creation of the city's first large hotel, the Victoria. 

Figure 1. The Victoria Hotel. What would Lockwood and Mawson th nk of the 
modern fire escape? 
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The Victoria Hotel was built on land behind St. George's Hall in Bridge 
Street with the façade towards the newly-enlarged railway station shared by 
the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway and the Great Northern Railway who 
owned the site, and thus ideally placed for receiving visitors. The hotel opened 
in the early part of 1867, a short time after the new station opened in January 
of that year. It was designed by local architects Lockwood and Mawson who 
were also responsible for other important local buildings of the same period, 
including St. George's Hall, the Wool Exchange, the Town Hall and Rawson 
Market. It was constructed by the local building firm of Beanlands to an 
Italian style of architecture, although the Mansard roof has French overtones 
(Figure 1). It was similar in style to the Grosvenor Hotel at London's Victoria 
which had been built in 1860. The total cost of construction, including 
furnishing was £30,000. 

Occupying six storeys, it 

contained a total aO l rooms'furnished in  ain and VICTORIA HOTEL,* 
substantial, but sufficiently BR.å.DPORD, 

handsomemanner'according FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL, 

to the Bradford Observer shortly 
before the formal opening. The 
public rooms included a large & lofty Coffee, Commercial & Public Rooms 
billiard room, smoking room, FOR MEETINGS, DINNERS, &,_ 

a writing room, an 'exceed- LOFTY & WELL-VENTILATED BED-BOOsIŠ. 

ingly large coffee room' as well 
as private dining rooms and GOOD BILLIARD AND SMOKING ROOMS. 

separate lounges for the use of Figure 2. 1879 publicity for the Victoria Hotel. 
ladies. (Figure 2) 

So successful was the Victoria that in 1873 alterations and additions were 
made to the building. However, in the years that followed came a decline 
resulting in the shareholders receiving no dividend whatsoever in 1883, and 
around 1885 a new manager was appointed to reverse the trend, which 
apparently he did. At the time it was suggested that mis-management had 
caused the downturn in the hotel's success, but it may also have been 
attributed to the fact that the Victoria had competition from other, newer 
hotels being built in the city. 

However, the Victoria survived, and was re-named the Great Northern 
Hotel around 1888 and went on to a distinguished history, providing 
accommodation for Prime Ministers Clement Atlee and Margaret Thatcher, 
entertainers Wilfred Pickles and Dora Bryan, and pop groups The Beatles 
and The Rolling Stones. 
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Now restored to its original name, the Victoria has seen a reduction in 
the number of rooms in recent years, and now numbers around 60. In 1982 
the Gaiety Bar was re-named the Old Vic Bar after the famous London theatre 
thus maintaining its famous theatrical tradition. In 1995 further changes saw 
the Laidler Bar becoming a pub called the Pie-Eyed Parrot with the restaurant 
re-named Vic and Bert's Grill. 

S.,.*Ø..,..*.,...tdp.fl... fl.b.4 

jlf 

Figure 3. Description of the 
Alexandra Hotel, 1893, from The 

Centruiy's Progress. 

Next on the scene was the Alexandra Hotel 
in Great Horton Road. Opened in December 
1878 this large establishment was also built 
to an Italian style to the design of local 
architect Joseph Pepper, but was much 
grander than its predecessor, the Victoria, 
and soon became the best patronised hotel 
in the city. Initially run by a limited 
company and managed by Mr. Carlo Faro, 
it was acquired by him in 1889. The entrance 
hail occupied an area of almost two 
thousand square yards and at the time of 
its opening was reported to be sumptuously 
decorated. The upper floors consisted of up 
to 140 large rooms. (Figures 3 and 4) 

When built, the land to the rear of the 
Alexandra was occupied by a number of 
stables and coach-houses thus appealing to 
the wealthier guest, though these facilities 
were also available to the general public. In 
the late 1890s this land was cleared and the 
Empire Theatre was built on the site with 
direct access from the hotel. The theatre was 

constructed by Liverpool, Leeds and London Empire Palaces Ltd., who later 
became known as Moss Empires, and opened on 301  January 1899. It soon 
attracted many of the leading stars of the day including Charlie Chaplin, 
Stan Laurel and W. C. Fields, who no doubt stayed at the Alexandra. 
Following the opening of the Alhambra Theatre in 1914, the Empire's business 
declined, and it closed at the end of April 1916, re-opening in August that 
year as the Empire Music Hall. A fire destroyed the stage in November 1917, 
and the theatre was turned into a cinema which opened in 1919 and continued 
in business until a fire in 1952 resulted in its closure and subsequent 
demolition. 
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Figure 4. Advertisement for the 
Alexandra Hotel, 1879. 

The third of the three large city centre hotels to be built was the Midland 
Hotel in Forster Square. The railway had arrived in 1846 as the Leeds & 
Bradford Railway, the station then being known as Market Street Station. It 
became part of the Midland Railway in 1851, and in 1890 opened a new, 
larger station closer to Forster Square, and incorporated the new Midland 
Hotel. 

Designed by the Midland Railway's own architect, Charles Trubshaw, it 
was constructed in local stone by Messrs Brown & Sons of Salford. The 
building has five storeys and has distinct French overtones reflected in the 
balconies and steeply-pitched Mansard roof (Figure 5). When opened it had 
65 rooms. One benefit to passengers arriving by train was the connecting 
passageway direct from the station concourse. 

The demise of the Midland Hotel during the 1970's was largely due to the 
Exchange Station becoming the city's principal rail terminal and the opening 
of the Norfolk Gardens Hotel in 1973. The Midland closed in April 1975 and 
stood derelict until 1982 when work began on restoring it to a luxury hotel 
with the first part re-opening for business in June 1984. Sadly it dosed again 
at the end of 1989. Local businessman John Pennington re-opened the hotel 
in April 1993. The railway hotel connection is reflected in the railway theme 
in the hotel's décor. 

The Midland Hotel has also entertained the rich and famous in its time 
with Prime Ministers Harold Macmillan and Harold Wilson walking its 

The Alexandra retained its importance for 
many years, but a gradual decline in trade 
after the Second World War brought about 
its closure on 31" March 1972. For a number 
of years it was used by Bradford College until 
structural problems forced a move to 
alternative accommodation. Around 1991 
plans were drawn up to convert the building 
back into an hotel, but these came to nothing. 
Demolition men moved in during 1993 with 
the resulting plot of land becoming scar park. 

Like many of the large hotels it was used 
by local groups and businessmen for 
meetings, and one such meeting in April 1890 
saw the formation of the Barbarians Rugby 
Union team. 
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Figure 5. In 2005, the Midland Hotel is once again surrounded by the work of re-
developing Forster Square. 

corridors. During the boom years of the textile industry many merchants 
from Germany and the United States met and dined at the Midland and 
many took up residence there. One of the most notable events in the Midland's 
history took place on 131 October 1905 when the great Shakespearean actor 

Sir Henry Irving collapsed and died in the foyer after a performance of Hamlet 
at the Theatre Royal in Mzmningham Lane. The mysterious deaths of two 
hotel workers who were found dead at the bottom of a hoist in 1894 also 
made the headlines in the local papers, but later visitors from outside the 
district would probably be unaware of the incident which was the source of 
much speculation at the time. 

For the businessman or traveller arriving in Bradford with less to spend on 
accommodation, there were a number of smaller commercial hotels in the 
city centre offering adequate facilities. 

The Talbot Hotel in Kirkgate could trace its origins back to 1677 when the 
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first hostelry was built on the site. The Piece Hall was built on part of the 
grounds in 1773, and the hotel was re-constructed in 1795. In the city centre 
re-development of the 1870's, Bank Street was constructed, and a new Talbot 
Hotel was built in 1878 at the corner of Kirkgate and Bank Street. Designed 
by local architects Andrews and Pepper it was described at the time of its 
construction as 'relatively plain', but was nevertheless a sizeable three-story 
building containing sixty-two rooms 'which will be found airy, comfortable 
and well-kept... and fitted with the electric light' according to a description 
of the premises in 1901. 
A notable feature of the Talbot Hotel were the two carved stone talbot 

hunting dogs mounted above the entrance in Kirkgate. When the hotel closed 
in Mardi 1974 on the expiry of the lease, the famous dogs became the subject 
of much local talk. They were traced to a garden near Wakefield in 1978, 
then disappeared again, turning up at an auction by Sotheby's in Chester in 
1991, from where they have vanished again. 

Although the Talbot was a smaller establishment than those already 
described, it played an important part in the city's social and political life. 
The first Masonic Lodge in Bradford was established here, and for many 
years it was the headquarters of the Tory Party in Bradford. Less well-known 
perhaps is the fact that the earlier building was frequented by Branwell Brontë 
who had set up a studio in Bradford in 1838 in Fountain Street. 

Today the only evidence of the existence of the Royal Hotel in Rawson Square 
can be found by looking skywards to the roof of the building at the top of 
Darley Street where the hotel's name is carved in stone. (Figure 6) It was 
built in 1887 by local businessman James Lazenby who owned a high-class 
gentleman's outfitters in Swan Arcade. The site had become available in 1879 
following the demolition of Christ Church to provide a through route from 
Darley Street to North Parade and Manningham Lane. It was designed by 
local architect James Ledingham and in addition to having 35 bedrooms, the 
block included wool warehouses at the rear, with the ground floor being 
occupied by shops. 

During 1897, the hotel was re-modelled and re-decorated, no doubt to 
attract business being situated so far from the centre of town. Lazenby had 
other business interests and was the founder of the Bradford Chamber of 
Trade in 1903. Following his death in 1918 at the age of 73, the building was 
transformed into retail premises for the fashion house of Madame Neal & 
Company which was owned by Lazenby's wife. By 1927 the premises were 
occupied by the furriers, Marshall's, who subsequently became better-known 
as Marshall &Snelgrove's, who remained there until 1971. During its existence 
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Figure 6. Only the name carved in stone at roof level reminds us that this was 
once the Royal Hotel in Rawson Square. 

as a hotel, the Royal was used as the first meeting place of the Bradford 
Rotarians. 

Another hotel which had an interesting history was the George Hotel on 
Market Street. Dating from the early nineteenth century this had originally 
been a private house belonging to John Jarratt of Great Horton who was one 
of the founders of the Low Moor Ironworks. By 1830 it had become the George 
Hotel and became famous for its literary associations. Many Yorkshire writers 
and poets met there to read their work and to listen to others, notable among 
them being John Nicholson, the Airedale poet and Branwell Brontë. Charles 
Dickens stayed at the George in 1854 during a visit to Bradford in which he 
read his Christmas Carol at the then relatively new St. George's Hall. 

The land opposite the three-story George Hotel was later occupied by 
the Wool Exchange (1867) and the Brown & Muff store (1871). It eventually 
closed in May 1919 and was demolished to make way for the extension of 
Bank Street towards Leeds Road. 

Other less well-known commercial hotels were the Castle Hotel, The Rawson 
Hotel, The Star Hotel, The Osborne Hotel, The Trevelyan Hotel and two 
Metropole Hotels. 
The Castle Hotel, at the junction of Barry Street and Grattan Road, was built 
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in 1898 and was just one of a 
number of properties in that area 
built by Michael John Barry 
(1846-1908) after whom Barry 
Street is named. A native of 
County Monaghan in Ireland, 
Barry moved to Bradford and 
became a businessman as well as 
a man of property, and also 
became a magistrate in 1894. 
Over a century later the Castle 
Hotel remains in business. 
(Figure 7) 

The Rawson Hotel on John 
Street was built in 1899 as part 
of the Rawson Market complex 
which was begun in 1875. The 

Figure 8. The Rawson Hotel in John 
Street stands empty and forgotten in 

this view taken in October 2004. 

LJ 

Figure 7. In a rare gap in the busy city traffic, 
we can see the elaborate stonework of The 

Castle Hotel in Barry Street. 

building was designed by local 
architects Hope & Jardine and was an 
elaborate structure incorporating three 
domed towers. Much of the complex 
was destroyed during an air raid on 31 
August 1940, but the hotel survived and 
remained in business for many years, 
though it is now closed and boarded 
up. (Figure 8) 

The Star Hotel stands at the junction of 
Westgate and Providence Street, 
opposite Morrison's Supermarket, and 
was built in 1897. (Figure 9) There had 
been licensed premises in Westgate 
called The Star from around 1845, and 
during the widening of Westgate in the 
late 1890's the chance had been taken 
to build larger premises. When opened 
it was owned by Henry Pullan, the 
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Figure 10. T ieformer 
Osborne Hotel in Kirkgate 
now stands forlorn and 

empty. 

music hail impresario, who had 
been in the local entertainment 
business in Bradford for over 50 
years. In later years the Star was 
to become famous for a 
different kind of entertainment 
when it became the home of the 
Topic Folk Club. This was 
founded in 1956 and was the 
first folk club outside London 
at the time, and now reputed 
to be the oldest in the countly. 

Figure 9. The rather plain Star next to the 
Textile Hall on Westgate. 

Today there are no reminders of the Osborne 
Hotel but the premises still stand at the junction 
of Kirkgate, Negate and Upper Millergate. It 
seems to have been built in the early 1890's when 
this part of Kirkgate was built and was part of a 
triangular block of property known as Osborne 
Buildings. (Figure 10) According to local 
directories it was still in business until the 1950's 
though the upper floors appear tobe empty today. 
The Osborne could hardly claim that its rooms 
had much of a view, as most of them looked out 
across narrow, dingy Upper Millergate! 

The Trevelyan Hotel, on the level part of Godwin 
Street, close to Kirkgate Market was in existence 
by 1873, and by 1897 was described as one of the 
most comfortable commercial hotels in the United 
Kingdom. It had 50 bedrooms. It survived the 
Great War, and only just survived the Second 
World War as the Lingard's department store to 
its rear was destroyed during the same bombing 
raid in 1940 which almost claimed the nearby 
Rawson Hotel. The Trevelyan is thought to have 
remained in business until the 1950's, but was later 
demolished to make way for the new Kirkgate 
Shopping Centre. (Figure 11) 
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Fortunately, the two Metropole Hotels 
were at opposite sides of town thus helping 
to overcome any confusion. The one located 
at the junction of Sunbridge Road and 
Grattan Road is thought to have been the 
work of local architect James Ledingham 
and was built around 1886-1890. It is still 
open today as licensed premises known as 
the Pride Hotel. (Figure 12) 

The Metropole Hotel in Forster Square 
had a relatively short life, but the site on 
which it stood had an interesting history. 
Described on an Index map of a portion of the 
town of Bradford in 1876 by Mimes & France 
as 'new warehouses', the triangular block 
of property was bounded by Lower 
Kirkgate (later Forster Square), Canal Road 
and Commercial Street. Much of the block was destroyed in a huge fire in 
November 1896 and rebuilt by 1898 comprising offices, shops and 

warehouses. The portion at the corner 
of Canal Road was opened as the 
Metropole Hotel around this time, but 
by the time of the Great War it appears 
to have been in difficulties and had 
closed by around 1916. The YMCA 
purchased the property and remained 
there until another huge fire in June 1950 
forced them to move to new premises 
in Trinity Road, Little Horton. 

V1WT.FIThR WLri 
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Figure 12. The former Metropole 
Hotel, now The Pride Hotel, located 
at the junction of Sunbridge Road 
and Grattan Road, photographed in 

January 2005. 

Figure 11. This 1897 publicity 
shows how up-to-date the 

Trevelyan Hotel was - it had a 
telephone number! 

Finally, our title A room with a view came 
to prominence again in 1927 when Noel 
Coward wrote the song lyrics. In the 
years from 1908 the hotel scene in 
Bradford had changed somewhat with 
the closure of the Royal, the George and 
the Forster Square Metropole, all within 
a few years of each other. It would be 
June 1973 before the next hotel, the 
Norfolk Gardens, opened in Bradford, 
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and by then only the Victoria and the Midland remained to serve the visiting 
businessman or tourist to the once flourishing city centre. 
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are reproduced by kind permission of the Local Studies Library at Bradford 
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WORKER'S HOUSING IN KEIGHLEY 

By Pauline Barfield 

In the Knowle Park area of Keighley there are several streets of houses built 
by Sir James Lund. Plans were submitted and approved in 1876 for 33 streets 
covering a large area near to his mill, but in the end about seventeen were 
built. Around this time the Brigg and Clough families were also building 
houses for their workers.' None of these houses can be classed as model 
housing as in the style of Saltaire but they were an improvement on the 
cellar dwellings and insanitary conditions in which most of the townspeople 
were living. James Lund's scheme was larger than either Clough or Brigg. 
The housing developments were all in the proximity of the owner's mills 
and the census records of 1881 show that the majority of occupants of the 
Knowle Park area were employed in the worsted trade and there is a 
possibility, but no proof, that they worked at Lund's North Beck Mill. Part of 
this area of Keighley is virtually intact today as originally designed, only the 
back-to-back houses have been demolished. So, what were they like, why 
were they built and what of the man who built them? 

James Lund (1829 —1903) 
James Lund was descended from yeoman stock. His father, William, left 
farming and started a business as a commission weaver and spinner and in 
1819 rented, and subsequently bought, Holme House Mill. In 1838, when 
James was nine, William also bought North Beck Mill on leasehold land 
belonging to the Duke of Devonshire. He bought the freehold in 1851 and he 
is purported to have been the first mill owner to use power looms in Keighley.2 

James was educated at private schools at Cononley and Sutton and Wesley 
College, Sheffield. He started work in the mill at fifteen years old and worked 
in every department. He went into partnership with his father and took over 
the sole management of the mill in 1861, after his father died. He extended 
the mill and modernised it by adding an electric telegraph from the offices to 
his newly built home, Malsis Hall, and installed a complete system of water 
mains 'with a steam engine, specially set apart, to force water to any part of 
the works in case a fire should take place'.' He employed over 1,000 people, 

rn of whom had worked there all their working lives and he provided 
'icions for former employees until their deaths. 

'ided Temple Street Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, where he was 
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Map 1. 1908 Ordnance Survey map, 25" to I mile (Sheet CC4) showing the area 
of housing and Lund Park. Note the contrast to the crowded streets of the 

Westgate Insanitary Area in the top right hand corner. 



a Sunday school teacher, until he moved to Malsis Hall. He gave generously 
to Temple Street and then to Crosshills and Silsden Chapels, providing the 
Minister's house at Crosshills. He was a trustee and benefactor of the 
Mechanics' Institute and the Keighley and District Hospital, but it is for the 
donation of thirty-five acres of land at Knowle Park to Keighley Corporation 
for the building of a park that he is best known today. It was opened on July 
21", 1891 with great pomp and civic pride .4 

In 1874 he was appointed Justice of the Peace for the West Riding, sitting 
on the Skipton bench and made a Deputy Lieutenant of Yorkshire several 
years before his death. In 1897 he was given the Freedom of the Borough of 
Keighley alongside Henry Isaac Butterfield, Sir Isaac Holden and Sir John 
Clough. When he died his estate was valued at £606,679 15s lOd. gross 
which according to Sheeran in 'Brass Castles'6puts him in the half-millionaire 
class of richest men in the county. 

Lund Park 
It is appropriate to say a few words about the park which bears his name as 
this is how James Lund is remembered. In 1886 he originally offered the 
Town Council fifty-five acres of land between Oakworth Road, Exley Head 
and the Knowle for the sum of £15,000, but this was not accepted. In February 
1887 he withdrew the offer and instead re-offered the Council thirty-five 

Figure l.A postcard of Lund Park produced shortly after it was laid out. 
Keighley Library Archive Collection. 
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acres and the sum of £15,000 provided they accepted it at that meeting. The 
Park was laid out with wide paths alongside green areas, a lake with a 
fountain and a bandstand. (Figure 1) The aim was to provide an oasis of 
beauty and fresh air among the smoke and grime of the industrial town. 
There were, of course, byelaws to control the behaviour of the working class 
banning alcohol and smoking, unruly behaviour such as running and 
swearing, picking flowers and walking on the grass. Originally dogs were 
not allowed but this was relaxed providing the dog was kept firmly on a 
leash. The aim of the Park was to be available to all and thus improve the 
manners and morals of the working class by bringing them into contact with 
their betters, the middle class, who would show by example how to behave. 
Drinking fountains were provided (with Temperance Society approval) and 
concerts were held on the bandstand to provide intellectual stimulus.7 

The Houses 
It is highly unlikely that any of the current occupants of the houses will be 
aware that they were built by James Lund as none of the streets bear his 
name, unlike Saltaire, where Sir Titus Salt named the streets after his family. 

In 1876bu11ding plans were approved on the llthJanuaiy, Plan 711 (BMT/ 
KE 6)8 for three streets, two of / 
which were to be called Calton  
and Chelsea, to be built near to 
Knowle Gate and Plan 712 
(BMTJKE 6) for fifteen streets 
between South Street and 
Oakworth Road (Map 1)—to be 
known as Clarendon, Chandos, 
Camden, Ashfield, Tennyson, 'N - -4 

Rutland, Apsley, Kensington, 
Laburnum, Blenheim and 
Arcadia Street, Queens Road, 
Trafalgar Road, Alexandra 
Road and Knowle Gate Lane.  
The name of the surveyors on / 
the plans was Dixon, Smith. In  

September 1876 Plan 8458 was  

approved which showed / .. 

another fifteen streets which Map 2. The Board of Health map of 1878. 
were described as 'near Exley (Sheet 25) Shows how much of the original 
Head'but were to built between plans had been accomplished. 
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Calton Street and Oakworth Road. The plan shows the site of the proposed 
Holycroft Board School. It appears these streets were never built as there is 
no listing of their proposed names in the 1881 census street index and the 
1908 Ordnance Survey Map CC4 (25" to the mile) does not show those names 
although there are streets there. (Map 1) 

Disappointingly, there are no design plans of the houses and it is only by 
looking at the Board of Health maps of 1878 (Map 2) and the 1908 25" O.S. 
map (Map 1) that any idea of style can be gained. The houses were built over 
a period of time and the Board of Health map shows how much had been 
accomplished in the two years from the plans being passed. The earlier houses 
built below Victoria (Trafalgar) Road, that is Blenheim, Laburnum, Catherine, 
Chandos, Chelsea and Calton Streets are predominantly back-to-back 
houses.The passage way between each block presumably conforms to the 
Keighley Board of Health byelaws of 1864 (BMT/KE 7/1/1)1 which states that 
a space should be left 'to the full breadth thereof ... a clear width and open 
space of ten feet from the ground upwards; save and except in the case of 
privy and ash-place accommodation where, on all such open spaces, such 
conveniences may be built, but not more than eight feet high'.1° Privies are 
shown in the passage ways as one to each house. There is no way of knowing 

Figure 2. The front of Calton Street showing the width of the road. 
(© P. J. Barfield) 
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Figure 3. A remaining cobbled back street. 
(© P. J. Barfield) 

what these houses were like as 
they have all been demolished. 

Sometime after 1878 Calton 
and Chelsea Streets were 
extended up from Victoria Road 
to Malsis (Alexandra) Road in a 
similar manner to Clarendon 
Street and also below Ashfield 
Street (not named on 1878 map). 
All these houses can be seen today 
and the majority are still occupied. 
Chandos, Catherine, Tennyson, 
Rutland and Apsley Streets all 
extended up to Malsis Road, but 
why was Arcadia Street built all 
on its own at the other side of 
Queen's Road? The end block on 
Victoria Road still remains. 

The rows of terraces between 
Victoria Road and Malsis Road 
follow the same pattern; back-to-
back at each end of the through 
houses but design differences can 

be found. Each house had its own privy at the back and the front door opened 
straight on to the street; fronts faced fronts and backs faced backs. (Figure 2) 
The houses are built of stone with slate roofs and originally the streets were 
cobbled. (Figure 3) 

Road width was shown on the plans as 12 yards for the terraces with a six 
foot causeway and 15 yards for the thoroughfares. These widths conform, 
and indeed exceed, the Keighley Board of Health Byelaws1864, which state 
'or being a carriageway and a thoroughfare, not less than thirty-six feet wide; 

in all cases such streets shall be of proper full width and fully open from 
the ground upwards.' Pot pipes of 12" and 18" diameter were laid for 
drainage, 'any foul water, or liquid refuse be made to run under the dwelling 
house, but through one of the outer walls, and detached from any untrapped 
drain'." 

What of the inside? A colleague whose grandparents lived in Chelsea 
Street remembers the house from childhood visits as 'two up, two down' 
with an attic and a cellar. The stairs were in the middle with a cellar head 
and a set pot stove and fireplace going across one corner at the back. Its 
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Figure 4. Back of the lower part of Calton Street showing the privies and small 
backyards. (© P. J. Barfield) 

position can be determined from the chimney stack (Figure 4). Of course, 
today all the houses will have inside toilets and the original privies are now 
used for storage. It would be interesting to have some idea of the size of the 
rooms and one can only assume that the back room would be a kitchen for 
cooking, washing and eating and the front room a parlour for special 
occasions and entertaining visitors, as was the practice in those days. 

Context in the design of model housing 
To be classed as model housing the design has to be superior to other housing, 
solidly built of good quality materials, have no cellar dwelling and have 
some distinguished architectural feature, for example the gables on the Brigg 
houses. Back-to-back houses are not to be found in either Saltaire or 
Ackroydon, although northern towns such as Leeds and Bradford continued 
building them up to the twentieth century because it was found that some 
workers preferred them and the rents were affordable." By then, local 
regulations were in place which improved the standard of ventilation and 
building as mentioned previously. 

The Lund houses were basic workers' houses. Alterations had to be made 
to the original plans because they were rejected twice before finally being 
approved as meeting the newly introduced building regulations. They are a 
basic two up two down design in regimented rows but not crowded together. 
They were built of stone and each had their own privy but they were quite 
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and supply gas on the rates. Even so John Milligan could write in his Report 
on the United Sanitary Districts of the Keighley Union in 1874: 

of the dying evil of defective privy accommodation ...The whole 
district is ill-drained. Not only are the outlets for household slops 
everywhere deficient, but the soil is damp and sodden for want of 
escape of surface moisture ... Were these defects remedied, and a proper 
system established of acquainting me with the outbreak of infectious 
diseases, we might soon hope to reduce the amount of sickness and 
mortality in the Union.'3 

Ponden and Watersheddles reservoirs were not completed until 1876. Stone 
drains were still being replaced with pipes in 1883 according to the Medical 
Officer of Health in his second report to the newly formed Borough Council. 14 

Were the Lund houses affordable for the people for whom they were 
intended? An analysis of five of the streets taken from the 1881 census shows 
that the largest number of occupants were working in the worsted industry 
in various parts of the mill (Fig.1) and skilled workers formed the next largest 
group (Fig.2). The charts below show a breakdown of the occupations. 

Fig. 1 Worsted workers 
Twister 
Sorter 
Weaver 
Spinner 
Factory hand 
Worsted Trade 

19 Overlooker 
6 Doffer 
11 Spindlemaker 
13 Comber 
27 Washer 

Total 

1 
4 
5 
2 
4 
94 

Fig. 2 Skilled, professional, commercial and unskilled workers 
Mechanic 23 Ironmoulder 9 
Mason 7 Black/whitesmith 3 
Tailor 5 
Carpenter/Cabinetmaker 7 
Skilled Workers 
Professionals 
Commercial 
Unskilled workers 

Painter 3 
Washingmachinemaker 1 
Total 
Total 
Total 
Total 
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These statistics include everyone in the house who worked, not just the head 
of the household which accounts for the high number of factory hands who 
would be the women and children. As stated before, Lund's North Beck Mill 
was the other side of Oakworth Road whereas the nearest mill was Acres 
Mill owned by Berry Smith, so did the occupants work for Lund? If the houses 
were intended for his workers why did he build them so far away? These are 
just two of many questions that cannot be answered as I have been unable to 
trace Lund's private or business papers. An obvious answer is they were 
built there because he owned the land; remember that ten years later he was 
originally offering fifty-five acres for Lund Park and there were twenty left 
after it was laid out. 

There is no way of finding out how much rent he charged, if he set 'rules' 
for his tenants and if he 'vetted' them first. Salt certainly controlled who 
lived in Saltaire, there were few Irish for a start and known dissidents were 
not encouraged." One thing both Salt and Lund had in common - neither of 
them built a public house! 

There is twenty year's difference between Saltaire and the Lund houses, 
and during that time many social reforms had taken place, nationally and 
locally. The emphasis was on the importance of sanitation, a pure and plentiful 
water supply was becoming available and building regulations meant better 
housing conditions with Local Boards of Health and Borough Councils 
following current thinking that social reform led to moral reform. Keighley 
was not always swift to take up these reforms, the ruling mill owners often 
seeing them as a challenge to their authority - and profits. 'They also disliked 
state intervention generally, and the parochialism of the area manifested itself 
among other ways, as a deep suspicion of the London government, and its 
interference in local affairs'.'6 

James Lund, Paternalist 
David James discusses at length the complex relationship between master 
and workforce in his book Keighley 1880-1914 and by his criteria James Lund 
could be described as a paternalist. He was loved and respected by his 
workpeople, paid them a small pension when they retired and provided 
them with a park for their recreation in the same area as his houses. He was 
a Methodist and a Liberal and, although he was not prominent in local politics, 
he was a Justice of the Peace and a Deputy Lieutenant for Yorkshire. He was 
among the Keighley elite in his support for the Mechanics' Institute and 
District Hospital. The houses he built would be seen by him as part of the 
expansion of the town providing better living conditions than the older 
overcrowded areas of Westgate, Eastwood and Thwaites. 
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The houses Lund built at Knowle Park could not be described as a model 
housing project, however they did conform to the building regulations in 
force at the time. They were built away from the squalor of the centre of the 
town on what was an open area of land. 

Research has been made difficult by the lack of family and business 
records, so much is open to speculation. The biggest mystery is why he did 
not continue to build the next set of fifteen streets on Plan 845. One explanation 
could be that during the 1880s there was a slump in the worsted trade due to 
a change in fashion and the growth of the textile industries in America and 
France. England had led the way in the Industrial Revolution but by the 
1870s the rest of the world was catching up. It is possible that he could only 
afford to plough money into the business, possibly needing to buy new 
machinery to keep up with modem trends. It is interesting to note that by 
1892 Salt's mill was bankrupt. There would certainly not be spare money to 
spend on speculative housing schemes even if some of the costs could be 
recovered from the rents charged. As with Salt, James Lund's motives could 
have been to improve the living conditions of his workers so time was not 
lost through sickness, or indeed he may have just wanted to provide them 
with a roof over their heads but he would still make sure that he got a return 
on his investment. The mill owners of the nineteenth century were 
philanthropic in their attitudes and would want to be seen to be so by their 
peers but they were also hard-headed Yorkshiremen who believed that you 
did not get 'ought for nought' and a profit had to be made! 

The houses themselves were not large but each had its own privy. Drain 
pipes were set down and roads were a good width giving plenty of ventilation 
with no feeling of overcrowding. The original inhabitants appear to be the 
people for whom they were intended. The back-to-back blocks have been 
demolished and replaced by modern houses but the majority of the 
development is still there and occupied 125 years after they were built, which 
has to be a testament to the standard of workmanship and materials 
employed. 

It has been interesting to study an area of Keighley which no-one has 
looked at in detail before. James Lund was not a man who was prominent in 
Keighley's affairs and is not as well known as the Briggs, Cloughs and 
Marriners who held positions of authority on the Borough Council, but 
nevertheless, he left a lasting legacy, not only in a Park, but in an area of 
housing, both surviving into the 21" century. 
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FREDERICK WILLIAM EURICH: 

'CONQUEROR' OF WOOLSORTERS' DISEASE. 

By Stella H Carpenter 

The information in this article has been extractedfrom the book 'DrEurich of Bradford' 
written by his daughter, Margaret Bligh, and published in 1960 by James Clarke & 
Co. Ltd of London. 

On 20th February 1945, under the heading 'A Missed Opportunity', a leading 
article in the Yorkshire Observer bemoaned the fact that Dr F. W. Eurich, who 
had died on 16th February 1945, had never been given the Freedom of the 
City of Bradford. But, continued the leader writer, even if the Bradford City 

Council had failed to do what 
the people of the city wished 
them to do, 'Dr Eurich's services 
to thousands of patients in 
Bradford and the West Riding 
will have carved for him a place 
in men's hearts that time will 
never efface'. 

Three days later the Ilkley 
Gazette wrote that Dr Eurich took 
'his life in his hands that others 
might live' and 'because of the 
risks he took, thousands of wool 
workers are alive today (i.e. 
1945) who, in the normal way of 
things, had it not been for his 
discoveries, would have died'. 

Sixty years after his death 
who in Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, and the country at 
large, does remember Dr Eurich? 
Is it the case that time has effaced 
his memory from the 
descendants of the people who 
once revered his name? Have 

Dr F. W. Lunch at the time of his retirement, subsequent generations even 
1937, aged 70. 
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ever heard his name? Do they know of his dangerous and pioneering work? 
Does it matter that there is, now, apparently, no public recognition of his 
achievements for the good of mankind? 

Early life. 
The first born son of Carl Richard Eurich and Marie (née Krackher), his wife 
and also his cousin, was born on 1st September 1867 in Chemnitz, in the 
state of Saxony, later to become part of the unified Germany. Known to his 
family and friends as Fritz, this boy would later become renowned as Dr 
Eurich of Bradford, who saved the lives of an unknown number of men: 
'unknown' because, as a result of his research, those men did not succumb to 
the dreaded woolsorters' killer-disease, anthrax, and 'unknown'because there 
is no way of knowing how many men would have contacted the disease 
and, frequently, would have died. 

The Eurich family had connections with Bradford for Fritz's grandfather 
had a business in the wool trade. Fritz's father, Carl Richard, was himself an 
agent in Chenmitz for a Bradford wool firm. Carl Richard was concerned 
about the introduction of national conscription in the unified Germany and, 
like many others, decided to leave Germany. In 1875, therefore, Carl Richard, 
his wife and children, together with his wife's unmarried sister, moved to 
Bradford and established their new home at 7 Selborne Villas, which remained 
the family home for 27 years. The house stands close to North Park Road, 
along the north side of Lister Park. It was a locality where many German 
immigrants lived, both of the merchant class and of the complementary 
businesses and trades which followed them to Bradford, which also offered 
opportunities to better oneself. 

From September that year Fritz, just eight years of age, attended a private 
school for four terms. This was probably a total of twelve months for he then 
entered the Bradford Grammar School. It seems that he was not quick to 
learn the English language, for as frequently happens in similar 
circumstances, the family spoke only their native tongue in the home. The 
family also attended the German Protestant Church (established in 1877 in 
Bradford and which still exists), and participated in social activities there 
where naturally German was usually spoken. Despite this and various other 
setbacks during his time at the grammar school - he did not have a strong 
constitution and amongst other things suffered severely when he contracted 
scarlet fever in 1884/5 - his education progressed. 

After considering various options for his future career— teaching classics, 
perhaps - Fritz decided on medicine. Apparently as a boy his father had 
wished to follow a medical career but financial constraints in the family had 
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precluded such a development. This had never been mentioned by Carl 
Richard to his son but the father was naturally delighted at his son's choice 
of study. As there were other sons in the family who would also need to be 
supported whilst they completed their studies, it was decided that Fritz would 
work towards matriculation for Edinburgh University where, if successful, 
the fees for his studies would be less costly than at English universities. 

In May 1886 Fritz commenced his studies in Edinburgh. He was fortunate 
to obtain one of a very few places of living accommodation at Mornington 
College rather than live in lodgings, as he had to do after his first year at the 
university. As with his time at the grammar school, there were occasions 
when all did not go smoothly during his five years at university, but in July 
1891 he graduated with second class honours, having passed three 
examinations covering thirteen subjects. Whilst at university, as at grammar 
school, he had played cricket as a member of the third XI and was rated a 
reliable batsman, slip fielder and occasional bowler. His student life had 
been generally happy and had freed him from the over- attentiveness of his 
mother and aunt. 

In the autumn of 1891 Eurich went to Heidelberg to further his interest in 
neurology and whilst there met Dr H. T. Patrick of Chicago who was already 
a consulting neurologist. They became firm friends and together went for a 
short period to Frankfurt on Main to study the anatomy of the nervous system. 
From there Eurich moved to Berlin where he worked and studied for a further 
eight months at the university, returning to Bradford at the end of 1892. 

Early appointments, marriage and family. 
In the spring of 1893, Eurich took up the position of junior assistant to the 
Medical Superintendent of the Lancashire County Asylum at Whittingham, 
near Preston, which accommodated 2000 patients. 

After eight months he succeeded to the position of pathologist and 
commenced studying for his doctorate, submitting his thesis to the University 
of Edinburgh in July 1897 (after his return to Bradford). That year there were 
80 successful applicants for medical doctorates at Edinburgh University and 
of the four gold medals awarded, one went to Eurich. 

Some months earlier, Eurich had been advised of the death of the Bradford 
general practitioner, Dr H Bronner. Despite leaving a position with a regular 
income, Eurich returned to Bradford and 'put up his plate' at 65 Manningham 
Lane, not far from the family home. It took over three years for him to earn 
sufficient to live on but his father gave financial assistance. He was warmly 
welcomed by German speaking families, many of whom lived in the vicinity. 
His income improved somewhat when, in 1899, he was appointed the third 

-83-



physician at the Bradford Eye & Ear hospital and, later, honorary assistant 
physician at the Bradford Royal Infirmary. 

On  September 1900, after a relatively long courtship, Fritz Eurich married 
Guen Carter-Squire, the daughter of a deceased clergyman and his widow, 
who had a small private school in St Mary's Road, Manningham. Guen had 
been trained at Cheltenham Ladies College. The couple set up home at 7 
Lindum Terrace at the Oak Lane end of Manrúngham Lane. This was to 
remain his surgery for over 20 years, though in 1908 the family moved to 4 
Marlborough Road, followed by a further move in 1912 to 8 Momington 
Villas. 

Early in 1901 the Bradford Education Committee of the Society for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis was formed and Eurich was appointed Pathologist 
and Bacteriologist at anew laboratory within the Bradford Technical College 
to test samples of water, milk and other substances. The laboratory was, in 
fact, a corner of the biological studies classroom and measured eight by ten 
feet with no window. No wonder it was generally known as the rat hole! 

In March 1903 the Eurich's second child and first son, Richard, was born. 
He was later to become War Artist to the Admiralty (1941-46) and was 
appointed Royal Academician (1952). In all there were five Eurich siblings, 
three girls and two boys. 

Towards the end of 1905, Eurich was appointed Bacteriologist to the newly 
formed voluntary body, the Bradford & District Anthrax Investigation Board. 
His research and testing work now took place above a shop in Morley Street 
and from the latter part of the 1914-18 war at 18 Edmund Street. His position 
with this Board lasted until 1919. During this period, as early as 1907, his 
appointment at the Bradford Royal Infirmary had been upgraded to Honorary 
Physician, whilst in November 1907 Eurich ceased to be general practitioner 
and became a consultant physician. 

Anthrax. 
Each anthrax bacillus has the faculty, when conditions are favourable, offorming 
within itself a minute body called a spore. This spore can be likened to a seed, which 
may remain dormant for months and even years and then with warmth and moisture 
give rise to a new plant, in this case a new anthrax bacillus, which can then do its 
deadly work. It is these spores which survive, although the wool be dry and tightly 
packed and many weeks on its journey from the East; and likewise it is these spores 
which are highly resistant to treatment by heat and many disinfectants.' (p. 130) 

in 1832 Dr C. T. Thackrah of Leeds had written that woolsorters occasionally 
experienced annoyance from 'dust from the lime which in some kinds of 
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A wool-sorting room. Probably about 1905. 

wool is used for separating the fleece from the skin'. Twenty-five years later 
John James in his book History of the Worsted Manufacture in England 
commented on Thackrah's observation and then concluded' but it is certain 
that (the woolsorter's) occupation is a healthy one, if we may judge from his 
appearance and the number of old men in his class'. 

James's conclusion in 1857 seems to ignore the fact that, a decade before, 
the earliest case of woolsorters' disease had been noted. This was shortly 
after the introduction of alpaca and angora goat hair (mohair) into the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. During that ten year period, however, the symptoms of 
the disease were becoming recognised, and also the fact that the disease 
arose in woolsorters more frequently than in other wool-workers. Death could 
be, and often was, sudden, even within hours if not a few days, and recovery 
was not a general expectation. Because of the suddenness, the cause of death 
was often generalised as heart attack or 'natural causes', though some of the 
more observant or questioning doctors believed there was a connection 
between the victim's kind of work and the cause of his death. Certainly the 
sufferer himself and members of his family saw a connection and in some 
recorded cases the dying patient would comment that his work had 'killed' 
him or had 'done for him'. 

Anthrax can produce two quite different effects on the body, and in the 
earlier years of its occurrence in the West Riding (Bradford was not the only 
place to experience the illness and it also began to be experienced at ports 
dealing with wool from certain foreign places) it was mainly pulmonary 
anthrax which developed. The effects were severe chest pains, breathing 
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difficulties and coughing, followed by an agonising death. 
The other kind of the disease was known as cutaneous anthrax where a 

'malignant pustule', as it was then called, appeared on the skin. Contemporary 
textbooks described it as having, classically, a coal-black centre within a 
complete ring of white blisters upon a rosy coloured skin. There may (or 
may not) be swelling, sometimes of a whole limb. It was, apparently less 
painful than might have been expected. Eurich found that it could be mistaken 
for a vaccination pockmark, and sometimes vice versa. Cutaneous anthrax 
could be treated by excision and by injections of an Italian preparation known 
as Sclavo's anti-toxic serum, which in the early years often proved effective. 
Nevertheless, deaths from cutaneous anthrax continued to occur. 

Early attempts to establish the cause of anthrax in woolsorters. 
Dr James Henry Bell came to Bradford in 1857 and although it was over 
twenty years later, he was able to prove that woolsorters' disease was, in fact, 
pulmonary anthrax. He made certain suggestions designed to eliminate the 
causes of the infection, but though some improvement was achieved, the 
fundamental causes were not identified. Amongst the suggestions were the 
introduction of better ventilation in the woolsorters' workplace, better 
washing of the fleeces, and the use of a disinfectant. But since he had not 
been able correctly to identify the actual way in which the anthrax bacteria 
were introduced into the workplace, his ideas did not produce the desired 
result, namely the elimination of the source of infection. 

In 1880 three separate investigations were conducted to confirm, or 
otherwise, Dr Bell's results. The three groups were a commission appointed 
by the Bradford Medico-Chirurgical Society; a doctor of the Brown Institute 
on behalf of the Board of Agriculture; and an Inspector of the Local 
Government Board. All three confirmed Dr Bell's conclusion of pulmonary 
anthrax. It was hoped 'that now the cause of the disease had been firmly 
established and some preventive measures widely publicised, soon 
woolsorters' disease would be a thing of the past'. That, however, was not to 
be, for it was still unknown how the bacteria came into the workplace. Over 
the next decade it also became clear that workers handling washed wool at 
later stages of the processing cycle were contracting the disease almost as 
frequently as previously. Even the introduction of relevant national statutory 
regulations in 1897 failed to reduce the average weekly case of anthrax, of 
which approximately 30% annually proved fatal. Anthrax disease also arose 
in workers of animal hair products. 
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Bacteriologist to the Anthrax Investigation Board. 
As mentioned earlier, in August 1905 Eurich was invited to conduct 
bacteriological research for the newly formed Bradford & District Anthrax 
Investigation Board, which was supported by the Home Office and the District 
Inspector of Factories. Even knowing the risks involved and aware that there 
were no known safe means of protection, Eurich accepted the position. His 
salary for this work was to be £200 per annum. In 1907 an untrained and 
non-scientific man, Mr Walter Wiley, was appointed as his assistant. Eurich 
trained him and found him to be thorough and reliable. He remained a 
dedicated and loyal supporter of Eurich even after the successful conclusion 
of his research. It was anticipated that the research would take not less than 
three years to complete. In fact it took fifteen years. 

Eurich's first visit to a woolsorting room must have been an overwhelming 
experience for a man used to a totally different way of life and profession. 
But if he were to establish how the anthrax bacteria attacked the workers, 
Eurich had to familiarise himself with the relevant processes. 

Huge bales of fleeces from abroad were opened, unrolled, thrown into 
large baskets and then passed to the sorters working at long tables or sorting 
boards, which allowed the dust and dirt to fall through onto the floor. They 
had to pick out foreign substances, then separate the wool into up to eight 
different qualities. A certain amount of washing of the wool, known as 
willeying, took place and steeping in an alkali solution was followed by a 
drying process. More washing might take place before the wool was passed 
through carding machines. Finally the wool was combed which separated 
and straightened the longer and the shorter fibres. Eurich noted that a certain 
amount of dust was given off during many of the processes. 

Because it had so far been impossible to cultivate the anthrax bacillus 
from suspected infected material, Eurich had to find some other way of tracing 
the source so that his research could proceed. Earlier attempts had 
concentrated, but without success, on the dust which was clearly evident 
when bales were opened. The so-called 'fallen fleeces' i.e. fleeces taken from 
animals which had died, were especially suspect as they may have died 
from splenic fever. This was an inflammation of the spleen and as such could 
have an effect on the blood of the animal. Eurich was able to discount this as, 
he argued, quick decomposition would take place in hotter climates and it 
was known that decomposition killed the anthrax bacillus. Dirty wools and 
those smelling offensively were no more suspect than cleaner wools, argued 
Eurich, for it was still the case that anthrax occurred in workers who did not 
handle the wool until it had gone through many cleaning and washing 
processes. 
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It was agreed with the wool firms that when a wool worker became ill 
with woolsorters' disease, the material he had been working on immediately 
before his illness would be sent to Eurich for investigation. Eurich's protection 
whilst undertaking this dangerous procedure was to wear a 'respirator 
containing a thin layer of absorbent cotton-wool' over his mouth and nose. 
Sterilisation of instruments was as thorough as possible through the use of 
Bunsen burner flame and disinfectant, and all dust was burnt. 

An early requirement for research was how to grow the anthrax bacillus. 
Eurich discovered that the method then used resulted in the anthrax bacilli 
being 'overgrown' by numerous other organisms present in the wool samples, 
but he overcame that problem by modification of the methodology. He 
discovered that textbook illustrations of the bacilli were only correct in surface 
growths of cultures and that deeper down the bacilli were of a different 
design. To prove this Eurich had to use the inoculation process for which he 
had to go to the pathological department at Leeds University as no such 
facilities were permitted in Bradford. 

In the first two years of his research out of 312 samples sent for 
examination, only four were found to have anthrax in them. It became clear 
that Eurich would have to think again about sources. As the bacillus is in the 
blood of an infected animal, he asked at the mills and factories if blood was 
ever found on the fleeces or, at later stages, the wool. The answer seems to 
have been a categorical 'No'. Questioning this apparently firm conviction 
about a job which clearly involved using a very sharp instrument next to the 
skin of an animal, Eurich decided to go to the sorting rooms to see for himself. 

Dried blood is not red but black or dark brown, and in many cases it 
would be virtually the same colour as the wool or fleece. It would be almost 
impossible to see it but it would be more readily felt by sensitive fingers as 
hard and perhaps rough. It had never been realized, or even considered, by 
the workers, foremen and other superiors that dried blood was so easily to 
be found in the material they handled. On one occasion of testing 96 specimens 
from Persian wool, 90 were found to be infected. By the end of the third year 
of investigation and research, Eurich had proved that his 'blood stained 
theory' was correct and it was acknowledged to be so. Furthermore, this 
discovery also explained why wool workers carrying out later processes also 
contacted the disease for blood when put into water would have become 
sticky and adhesive and remained on the fibres. The anthrax spores in that 
blood could then develop into the killer bacilli. 

Eurich established that washing the wool for 15-20 minutes at a 
temperature of 16(FF killed anthrax bacilli but it did not kill the spores, though 
the water temperature did adversely affect the wool. Experimentation proved 
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that a dry heat of 3002F for three hours was required to kill the spores, but 
the wool was damaged beyond further use. Consequently a chemical 
disinfectant would be necessary. In the early stages of his research, amongst 
other substances tried, a formaldehyde solution seemed to be effective, but 
this was before Eurich had proved his 'blood stained theory' and 
formaldehyde as then used actually proved to fix the blood into the fibres 
more firmly than before. Some commercial disinfectants were tried and there 
were comments and observations from various sources and, of course, 
suggestions by well-meaning but totally 'ignorant' (as regards the scientific 
aspect) members of the public. One organisation manufacturing disinfectant 
seemed unable to accept the requirement to ensure the elimination of the 
spores as well as the bacilli. Other adverse criticisms were levelled at both 
Eurich and the Bradford Anthrax Investigation Board which was accused of 
putting profit before workers' health. 

In 1913 the Home Secretary set up the Departmental Committee of 
Enquiry into the dangers of anthrax. The Committee worked diligently and 
thoroughly and obtained evidence from a wide range of sources. They 
considered introducing further regulations, hopefully to reduce the risks to 
workers, especially as the incidence of anthrax infection was steadily 
increasing. In 1915 there had been 26 fatalities which jumped to 80 in the 
following year. Most of these were in the heavy woollen industry in the 
Dewsbury area. The Committee, however, recognised that to extend existing 
regulations was not the answer; what was desperately needed was a truly 
effective method of disinfection. It was also recognised that anthrax is 
primarily not an industrial problem but an animal disease and that it was a 
problem experienced worldwide. 

Beyond its normal powers, the Committee set up a sub committee which 
included Eurich and Mr G. Elmhurst Duckering, a Factory Inspector and 
engineer. These two assisted by Walter Willey now worked together and 
following further experimentation devised a mechanical system of repeated 
washing, steeping, disinfecting, passing through rollers and drying. 
Interestingly, the disinfectant used was, after all, a weak formaldehyde 
solution. 

The large scale experiments were carried out at the Bradford Conditioning 
House. Although it was still necessary to open the bales of fleeces before this 
procedure took place, the greater understanding about infected fleeces 
reduced the risk to the handlers. On 22 July 1919 an Act of Parliament, The 
Anthrax Prevention Act, was passed, making it mandatory for all dangerous 
materials to be disinfected at the Government Disinfecting Station at the 
port of entry. Eurich had bacterialogically examined at least 14,000 samples 
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and made thousands of cultures by the time the Act was passed. 

Life beyond anthrax. 
In 1908 Eurich was appointed to the Chair of Forensic Medicine at Leeds 
University which involved forty lectures in the autumn term and acting as 
internal examiner twice a year. He retired from this position in 1932 when he 
reached 65. During these years he was often called as an expert witness in 
Court cases, and asked to make assessments in workmen's compensation 
cases. Over the years Eurich also developed an interest in penal reform and 
subsequently joined the Howard League. 
A lifelong hobby was the collection and study of beetles. He was a good 

pianist and enjoyed literature, being able to read professional journals in 
both German and French. In later years he suffered from poor eyesight, which 
seems sad and ironic considering the very dose observations he had made 
in his years as a bacteriologist. 

In 1921 the family moved to Ilkley his wife having contracted tuberculosis 
(which recurred a number of times) though Eurich retained his Bradford 
consulting practice in rooms at 2 Belle Vue, Manningham. His interest in 
Quakerism and its pacific life-view continued to develop, as did his interest 
in social conditions and their ramifications among the daily lives of the 
ordinary working population. 

At the end of September 1937, at the age of 70, Eurich formally retired 
from his various appointments. A formal dinner in his honour was arranged 
at the Midland Hotel, Bradford when verbal as well as financial testimonials 
in recognition of his life long work in Bradford were made. Perhaps more 
tellingly, Eurich was also awarded the Textile Institute's Medal in recognition 
of his work for textile workers. He was the first person not actively involved 
in the industry to be awarded this honour. The President of the Textile Institute 
said that the 'effect of (his) research.., is practically parallel with the invention 
of the safety-lamp for miners.' 
A few months earlier, when news of Eurich's impending retirement had 

been announced, the Yorkshire Observer headline read 

MAN WHO DEFIED DEATH-DEALING ANTHRAX GERMS 

BRILLIANT BRADFORD SPECIALIST TO RETIRE 

MADE WOOL INDUSTRY SAFE FOR WORKERS 

DRAMA OF DR EURICH'S FIGHT AGAINST DREAD 

DISEASE 
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The final years of Dr Eurich's life were spent with his wife at their home in 
Dibden Purlieu in Hampshire, near to the home of their son Richard. The 
war years brought restrictions everywhere, but perhaps because of the 
isolated country location of their home those restrictions e.g. blackout, travel 
difficulties, curtailment of evening activities etc, became more onerous as 
both husband and wife grew older and their health deteriorated. For Eurich 
'doing nothing' had never been an option but now it was forced upon him 
and he was often low spirited, and in mid 1944 suffered a severe attack of 
pneumonia. Despite a happy Christmas, which he had always regarded as 
an important family festival, in the new year Eurich's failing health required 
him to be admitted to hospital. 

Frederick William Eurich died peacefully on Friday 16th February 1945 
aged 77. 
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A MILLINER'S APPRENTICE 

By Muriel Smith 

In the Edwardian era when a hat, the more elaborate the better, was an 
essential part of every woman's outdoor wear, hundreds of women and girls 
were employed in the millinery trade. I knew one of them and this is what 
she told me about her apprenticeship. 

Betty Smith began her apprenticeship in 1905 when she was 16. She was 
to work at an establishment called Garnetts in Ivegate where there was a hat 
shop on the ground floor and a workroom in the attic. The workroom staff 
consisted of the Head Milliner, four or five Improvers, and about the same 
number of apprentices. The hours of work were 8.30 am, to 8 p.m. Monday 
to Saturday, with a half-day on Wednesday when work finished at 4 p.m. 
Once a month the Improvers had to take a turn to stay till 9.30 p.m. on 
Saturday when the shop stayed open late; sometimes it could be even later if 
there was a customer in the shop, in case a trimming had to be changed or 
some other alteration made to suit a client. 
A milliner had a lot to learn. Except for the very cheapest hats which 

were bought in as straw shapes and merely trimmed, you started off with a 
wire frame, attached muslin over it to make a shape which was then covered 
with silk or velvet or chiffon or even narrow plaited straw stitched round 
and round from a big reel. The inside was lined with sarsenet, a thin silk, or 
cotton, and the brim with ruched chiffon, usually black. After that the 
trimmings were added; ribbons or bows, flowers, lace or tulle or, for the 
most expensive hats, ostrich feathers. It was all done by hand, of course, and 
the finished model could cost anything from 3/11 to a guinea or two. 

The raw apprentice began by gathering yard after yard of black silk chiffon 
for the brim facings. For the rest of her life Betty could run a gathering thread 
through a delicate fabric at a phenomenal speed, with tiny stitches so even 
they might have been measured. 

The various skills were learned one by one until, at the end of two years, 
a likely girl would be out of her apprenticeship and become an Improver. 

During apprenticeship the wage was 2/- a week and the employment 
and pay regular, though any absence had to be made up without pay. An 
Improver's pay went up to 4/- a week but then she could be put on short time 
and employed and paid for only a day or two a week. 

With luck, the pay went up by a shilling or so for every year worked. 
Betty, herself, as Head Milliner at another establishment was paid 14/- a week 
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at the age of 24. 
An hour was allowed for dinner and half-an-hour for tea. Many of the 

girls brought their dinners with them and ate them in the workroom but 
Betty's mother insisted on her going every day but one. Betty's home was in 
Manningham so she had a twenty minute walk each way. There was a train 
part of the way but she didn't waste her money on it. On the day she stayed 
in town she would usually eat with the others in the workroom. She spent a 
maximum of 3d on food; a pennyworth of potatoes from Newby's, a 
pennyworth of butter to mash them with from the Maypole dairy, and a 
pennyworth of polony from J.R.Smith's. The apprentices took it in turn to 
shop for these and other small quantities of food for themselves and the 
shop assistants and Betty hated it because the men at the Maypole used to 
ask her with mock deference if she wanted her pennyworth of butter made 
into a parcel with brown paper and string. 

There were some red-letter days when Betty went out with the older girls 
to a café for dinner. The cost was still 3d but that bought a square of Yorkshire 
pudding with onion gravy for 2d and a helping of very good rice pudding 
for Id. 

After tea, which they brought from home and made in a little kitchen 
downstairs, they sometimes contributed ½d each and sent the newest 
apprentice to the market to buy sweets which they shared between them. 

When the shop had closed all was snug in the workroom. In that room 
with its hissing gas jets where they spent so many hours they made 
entertainment for themselves as they worked. They had sing-songs and solos, 
Betty herself specialising in comic songs, no doubt learnt from an elder 
brother, a regular patron of the music hail at the Palace Theatre. At a quarter 
to eight the room had to be swept and tidied, all pins picked up and the 
yards of spent ribbon-paper burnt in the tiny grate before they went home. 

Occasionally in summer, on the Wednesday half-day, a group of the girls 
would take the tram to Saltaire and walk to Shipley Glen where, for 6d per 
head, a Mrs Sampson would provide them with a sumptuous tea of home-
baked treats, and even fruit and custard. 

Once a year, the firm gave a dance at Carlton House in Little Horton 
Lane, or Fountain Hall in Drewton Street. Each girl could invite a partner. 
This was the big event of the year, much looked forward to and planned for. 

Betty remained a deft and exquisitely neat needle-woman almost to the 
end of a long life, but she had a poor opinion of the modern hat! 
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REVIEWS 

THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. AUTHOR AND SUBJECT INDEX 

Compiled by staff of Bradford Libraries, Archives and 
Information Service. 

(Available on request in the Bradford Local Studies Library) 

In the BHAS Newsletter No. 17, mention is made of the need for a volunteer 
to index recent issues of The Bradford Antiquary. There is, indeed, but it needs 
to be done with awareness of the useful compilation by staff of the Local 
Studies Department of the Bradford Libraries, Archives and Information 
Service. Over many years, the staff in the Central Library have kept an index 
detailing the authors and subjects that have featured in The Bradford Antiquary. 
In 2001, Peter Walker, then working in the Reference & Study Library, 
transferred this index onto computer and produced a very user-friendly index 
in hard-copy, of A4sheets on a loose-leaf ring binder. The index was originally 
compiled as a staff tool, but the new version is located at the enquiry counter 
of the Local Studies Department of the Central Library, available to anyone 
who wishes to consult it. 

Starting with a listing of the journal issues from Volume 1 (1885), Part 1, 
January 1881, through to issue No. 8(2003) of the Third Series, there follow 
separate Author and Subject sequences. In the Author sequence, every author 
(or authors) of every article is listed. In the case of Cudworth this amounts to 
15, and 31 in the case of Empsall! The subject index just features the significant 
title word or words of the article rather that the more ambitious indexing of 
content that was done for the indexes for individual volumes up to 1960. 
Thus the article 'A mill and two carucates in Keighley' just has 'Keighley' as 
an entry word and does not include Haverholme, Kirkstall or Robert de Grant, 
all mentioned in the article itself. Under the index word, the full author, title 
and location details are given. 

The presentation and arrangement is clear: full 12-point type size with 
headwords in bold, though I'm sorry that the use of roman numerals was 
continued - I'm sure I'm not the only person who finds them irritating! 
However, the initiative of the library staff is to be welcomed, and the execution 
of the index commended. 

But what now the future for the content of The Bradford Antiquary? The 
indexing of the content of issues since 1960 needs doing. The combination of 
the earlier individual volume indexes into a composite one also needs doing. 
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And what about putting it all on the Internet, either on the BHAS website, or 
the Library's, or both? Not forgetting a hardcopy version as well! 

Review by Bob Duckett, Hon. Editor, Bradford Antiquary. 

BALGARNIE'S SALT, WITH COMMENTARY AND ADDITIONS 
by Barlo and Shaw 

Nemine Juvante (Saltaire) Publications, 2003 

xxvii + 371 pages. ISBN 0-9545840-0-7 £11.99 

(Available from the Saltaire Information Centre, Victoria Road) 

This is an unusual and remarkable book. Unusual, as, write the editors, 'part 
of it was written in the 191, century, and the remainder in the 21" century. 
Remarkable, as I can think of no book quite like it: it takes an original text, 
improves its appearance, and augments it with further information. 

Sir Titus Salt, Baronet: His Lije and its Lessons by the Rev. R. Balgarnie, was 
first published by Hodder and Stoughton in 1877. It was reprinted in 1970 
by Brewton Publishing of Settle, with a brief preface by David B. Ogden, 
librarian of Shipley, and an index. Like its predecessor, the book has long 
been unobtainable. To mark the bi-centenary of the birth of Salt, the 1501 
anniversary of the opening of his mill at Saltaire, and the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site award to Saltaire, Barlo and David Shaw, 'amateur historians 
with a passion for Saltaire', have produced an edited reprint with added 
commentary. 

Balgarnie did a useful job in publishing Salt's biography, but he was too 
close to Salt, both personally and in time - the book was published less than 
a year after Salt's death—for it to be little more than hagiography. Like Ogden's 
version, the complete text of Balgarnie plus its six illustrations is reproduced. 
Unlike the 1970 photographic reprint though, the text has been electronically 
scanned, checked for textual errors, and reformatted into a modem page 
presentation. Interestingly, this 2003 edition of the Balgamie runs to 248 pages 
(including extensive footnotes) to the 319 pages (without footnotes) of the 
1877/1970 text! Barlo and Shaw have also re-indexed the work using the 
structure of the Ogden version but augmenting the tiresome blocks of page 
numbers with context and some new entries, e.g. 'Liberals'. A much improved 
index is the result. 

Mention is made above of footnotes. There are 455 footnotes, 355 of them 
relating to Balgamie's text. These range from providing references to 
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quotations used by Balgarnie, through clarifications, to additional 
information. The research these footnotes must have entailed is impressive. 

There are eight appendices to Balgarnie's text. Appendix I is an account 
of the life of Robert Balgamie by Patricia McNaughton, an Elder of the church 
where Bargarnie ministered. Appendix 2 is a chronology of events, family, 
local and national from 1773 (opening of the Bradford Piece Hall) to 1935 
(death of Salt's last surviving child). Appendix 3 is an account of the Salt 
family, and Appendix 4 is an account of the nonconformist movement and 
the influential Horton Lane Chapel (the pew diagram includes the names of 
James Garnett, Joshua Brigg, Robert Milligan, William Byles, Daniel Salt and 
the Ripley and Balme families—a veritable gathering of Bradford's influential 
families!). Appendix 5 features 'Salt the Philanthropist' and includes a useful 
tabulation of his acts of giving with the sums involved. Appendix 6 is'Salt in 
London', where again there is a useful tabulation of Salt's voting record in 
the House of Commons. 'The Streets, Buildings and Builders of Saltaire' is 
Appendix 7, while Appendix 8 presents many additional photographs and 
drawings. It cannot be stressed enough how important these appendices are 
to our knowledge of Sir Titus Salt. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire has provided a Foreword in which the place of 
Salt's philanthropy is considered. Salt's 'paternalism' is balanced by his 
commercial self-interest - 'corporate capitalism' in today's language. Not least 
important are the striking cover design, the site plan of Saltaire on the 
endpapers, and the overall handsome appearance of this well crafted book. 
Barlo and Shaw are to be congratulated on their initiative and industry: we 
are indebted to them for keeping before us Salt's achievement, and for the 
new knowledge they have found. 

Review by Bob Duckett. 

BRADFORD'S OWN 

by Derek A. J. Lister 
Sutton Publishing, 2004. 160 pages. ISBN 0-7509-3826-9 £12.99 

I admit to having a personal interest in this book. When working at Bradford 
Libraries, people, mostly school children, were constantly asking for 
information about famous Bradfordians. Sometimes they asked if there were 
any! While staff kept a list of the names of notable Bradfordians, finding 
information, at least information that was suitable to the age level of the 
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enquirer, was difficult. So when Derek Lister popped in one day and asked 
if I thought it was a good idea to do a book on the topic, I begged him to do 
one, and opened up the resources of the Local Studies Library to him! Derek's 
own motivation was a little different; he was annoyed that the people of 
Bradford did not acknowledge or celebrate 'their own' -  a point he makes in 
the preface to the book he subsequently produced. 

Well, are there any famous Bradfordians? 'Famous' is not a word Derek 
uses, but the 119 people profiled here include John Braine, the Brontë sisters, 
Frederick Delius, W. E. Forster, David Hockney, Fred Hoyle, Margaret 
McMillan, J. B. Priestley and Titus Salt, who are all candidates for fame. 
Particularly impressive, though, are the large number of people that Derek 
has identified that I, and doubtless others, did not know as Bradfordians, 
especially people active today. Examples are actors Simon Rouse and Steven 
Hartley, Adrian Edmundson, Mollie Sugden and Edward Petherbridge. 
Swimmers, politicians, soldiers, scientists, explorers, singers, pianists, 
historians, writers, trade unionists, priests and cricketers all feature. These, 
and others, have all achieved eminence in their field. They are people of 
whom Bradford can be proud. 

This is not a scholarly book: most entries, even with generously-sized 
portraits, take only a page - none exceeds two - and there are no bibliographies 
or lists of sources. Much of the text is derived from the newscutting files in 
the Central Library, though the author contacted all those featured who were 
(and thankfully, still are!) living. From the latter, a number of excellent 
photographs were obtained. This is book for general interest, and for those 
youngsters doing their projects. 

Sutton Publishing have done an excellent production job and I understand 
the book is heading for a third reprinting. Well done, Derek, you've done 
Bradford proud! 

Bob Duckett 

BRONTË COUNTRY: LIVES & LANDSCAPES 

by Peggy Hewitt 

Sutton Publishing, 2004. 131 pp. ISBN 0-7509-3823-4 £12.99 

Haworth and its moors are for ever linked with the name of Brontë, but they 
also have a fascination in their own right. Peggy Hewitt tells the story of the 
moors and of the people who have lived and worked there - people who are 
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as much a product of their environment as are the drystone walls and heather. 
This rich history and these personal histories are interwoven with the stories 
and legends that influenced the Brontës and emerged in their writings; fact 
and fiction are hard to separate. This book has grown out of Peggy's earlier 
book These Lonely Mountains (1985) and the many articles she has contributed 
to local magazines. 

As well as an engaging story well told, a feature of this attractive book is 
the selection of excellent illustrations by Stanbury-based photographer, Simon 
Warner. Juliet Barker, the Bradford-born author of the outstanding biography, 
The Brontës, contributed the Foreword. 

Bob Duckett 

BRADFORD PUBS 

by Paul Jennings 

Tempus Publishing, 2004. 127 pp. ISBN 0-7524-3302-4 

(Images of England series) £12.99 

Tempus, publishers of Gary Firth's Bradford, return to Bradford to tell the 
story of Bradford's pubs over two centuries. Illustrated with over 150 old 
photographs, plans and advertisements, author Paul Jennings recalls the pubs, 
the people who ran them, the customers who frequented them, and the 
brewers who supplied them. Pubs had many guises, from coaching inns 
and public meeting venues, to gin palaces and back-street beer houses. 
Drawing on his earlier pioneering work (The Public House in Bradford, 1770-
1970), Paul Jennings takes us back to the Broomfields, Wapping White Abbey, 
and many other places from Bradford's past. 

Bob Duckett 

BRANWELL BRONTË'S BARBER'S TALE 

by Chris Firth 

East Coast Books, Whitby, 2004. 204 pp. ISBN 0-9536405-8-2 £7.99 

Although a work of fiction about the fight to establish Branwell Brontë as the 
true author of Wuthering Heights, this thoroughly entertaining thriller deserves 
to be read by all lovers of Bradford and its history. The story is written with 
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pace and panache, and it will absorb the attention of all who harbour an 
affection for this much-neglected Brontë, but it is the deep knowledge of 
Bradford's history so vividly portrayed that will excite Bradfordians. The 
time, the 1840s to 1860s, is far enough back to be a vastly different world to 
that we or our grandparents can recall, but Chris Firth has done his research 
well and has woven into his tale much that features in the newspapers and 
histories of that time. The use of fictional sources— such as George MacCraw's 
Journal - adds a spurious authenticity which is irritating to us seekers of 
knowledge and truth, but the vivid way in which the author gets inside the 
minds of his characters and brings to life the streets, the people, and the 
culture of the time more than makes up. Good fiction can be of great value to 
the historian in setting context, background and tone. The pushing of a victim 
into the path of a bolting horse and cart; the hero blundering around the 
muck-ridden unlit slums; the unsavoury characters in the police cells; and 
the pub culture of early nineteenth century towns, are all memorable reading 
and add to our appreciation of an earlier Bradford. 

Bob Duckett 

BRADFORD POOR LAW UNION: 

PAPERS AND CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE POOR LAW COMMISSION, 

OcTOBER 1834— JANUARY 1939. 

Edited by Paul Carter. 

Yorkshire Archaeological Society in association with The Boydell 

Press, 2004. xlvii + 226pp. ISBN 0-902122-95-9. £40.00 ($70.00) 
(The Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series, volume 157 

for the year 2003) 

The Vestry was the local government body which ran the local parish affairs 
at the end of the seventeenth century. The local incumbent provided spiritual 
leadership, churchwardens the church, constables the law, and the surveyors 
the roads. Large parishes were divided into townships for the purpose of the 
Poor Law and were supervised by the local magistrates who appointed 
overseers and audited the accounts. The passage of the 1834 Poor Law 
Amendment Act brought about a major change in how the Poor Law was 
administered, and resulted in an immense archive of letters, reports and 
memos. The Introduction to this smartly-produced book gives an outline 
history of the Old Poor Law and the changes brought about in Bradford - 
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one of the fastest growing urban centres in England - with the introduction 
of the New Poor Law. The administrative practice of the Poor Law Unions is 
outlined and guidance is given as to the use of the records covered by this 
volume, and other records which supplement this information. 

This transcript is one volume of the series of volumes of the Ministry of 
Health records (MH12/14720) kept in the National Archives at Kew. 16,741 
volumes of this series have survived for the Poor Law Unions of England 
and Wales. Anyone undertaking local study of Victorian England and Wales 
will also find information here on other subjects including health services 
and local politics, though the lack of an effective index or list of contents 
hinders access to this key resource. Dr Carter's transcription of the Bradford 
Poor Law Union correspondence is, in fact, the first regional collection to 
have been fully transcribed. From it can be seen the wealth of social and 
historical detail contained in the papers. Full references are given for sources 
in the 1830s. The Appendices include a transcript of the Bradford Poor Law 
riot assize documents and some facsimile pages from the volume here 
transcribed. 

Many of the letters, when a printed form was used, tend to be repetitive, 
though through the index a search can be made to specific topics and people. 

On the l7'' February 1837, a complaint was made to the Assistant Poor 
Law Commissioner, Alfred Power, that many voting papers had not been 
collected; also that those employed by the overseers of the Poor in the 
Township of Bowling, carried blank voting papers, filled them up, or had 
them filled up in favour of other candidates than those for whom the original 
papers were completed: "The Orders of the Poor Law Commissioners were 
not been complied with." On the 41  March, the Bradford Union, writing to 
the Poor Law Commissioners, said that the voting papers had, with a few 
exceptions, been collected. "The Overseers declare that not a single blank 
voting Paper was given to any individual except those taken to be distributed 
to the Rate Payer which were all directed and the Distributors of such voting 
Papers Solemnly declare that they took no blank Papers - or filled I[n] any 
other up in favour of any Candidates as is in the Protest stated." 

On reading these papers and letters, one gets a truly vivid insight into 
the life and times of 1830s Bradford, and sympathy for the besieged 
Commissioners! This volume is an important addition to our resources; it is 
a quarry to be mined by historians in the coming years. We are indebted to 
Paul Carter and the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. 

Arthur D. Walker 
Haworth 
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BRADFORD HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY WEBSITE 

<http://www.bradfordhistorical.fsnet.co.uk> 

When a gentleman from Glasgow wrote to the Local Studies Library asking 
about the history of botanical gardens in Bradford, I found a very helpful 
article on the subject in the Bradford Antiquary. In volume four of the third 
series, from 1989, George Sheeran wrote an illuminating description of the 
Richardson botanical garden at Bierley Hall. J referred to this in my reply to 
the customer, but had I known about the online resources of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society website, I could have directed him to the 
full article on the Internet. 

This, I think, is the only problem I can find with the website, which is 
otherwise easy to navigate and quite informative - nobody knows it's out 
there! It is easy to find the homepage on the Internet, through a link from 
any search engine, but then the unassuming presentation of the website means 
that some of the useful research elements available are all too easily 
overlooked. Maps of Bradford taken from historical books, for instance, can 
be found under the 'Resources' heading link on the homepage. Here, two 
Bradford maps from the early and late nineteenth century, taken from 
Cudworth's Round About Bradford and Worstedopolis (1888) respectively, can 
be viewed and printed. Each map is available in'Small', 'Medium', and 'Large' 
dimensions, to better suit different download speeds and screen sizes. 
Similarly, transcripts of local history books now out of copyright, such as 
William Scruton's Pen and Pencil Sketches of Old Bradford (1889), will soon be 
available. Currently, only the first chapter of Scruton has been added, but 
this also includes illustrations, which can be viewed at full size by clicking 
on the reduced version, or 'thumbnail'. 

The main feature of the website is the increasing accessibility of the 
archives of the Society's journal, The Bradford Antiquary. Volume one of the 
first series was issued in 1888, and a paper from this—'Bradford in the middle 
of the fourteenth century', by local historianT.T. Empsall—is now transcribed 
and available online. There are two articles from the first series, five from the 
second series (1900-1982), and over fifty from the third (including all of 
volumes three, four and five). The Society is focussing on the most recent 
contents first, but the plan is to eventually copy all back issues onto the 
Internet, rather than limiting access to hard copies. Articles can be accessed 
by series and volume, or individually, by clicking on 'Papers', 'Reviews', or 
'Others', this last miscellaneous section including transcriptions, profiles and 
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editorials. Users can also search for papers by author, including a brief 
biography of each contributor. Subjects currently covered on the site include 
'The Low Moor Explosion, Bradford 21 August 1916' by Ronald Blackwell, 
and 'Family History and the Bradford Public Library' by Elvira Wilmott, in 
volume three, 1987; and reviews of Mark Keighley's A Fabric Huge: The Story 
of Listers (1989), and Peter Holdsworth's Domes of Delight: the History of the 
Bradford Alhambra (1989), from volume 5, 1991. 

Although most of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society website 
is still under construction at the time of this review, it is already an asset for 
the Society's resources. As well as the basics of meeting times and lecture 
information for members, plus contact details, the website will soon hold a 
wealth of local information currently only available in historical books and 
Society publications held in libraries. 

Sarah Powell, Bradford Libraries, Archive and Information Service 
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THE BATTLE OF BRADFORD 1837: 

Riots Against the New Poor Law' 

By Paul Carter 

At the 1838 Yorkshire Spring Assizes five men were indicted for a riot which 
had taken place at Bradford in the West Riding of Yorkshire on 20 November 
1837. On that day a violent attack on the Bradford Court House occurred 
where the newly elected Bradford Poor Law Guardians were meeting. A 
large collection of ordinary Bradfordians were involved in the riot. At lOam 
the Bradford Guardians had met and various administrative poor law 
business kept them occupied until 2pm (the last hour or two the crowd and 
the guardians were kept apart by the military). During this time what was 
described as 'a very considerable crowd amounting to many thousands' 
gathered outside and around the courthouse. Military troops and special 
constables guarded the building. The crowd grew in number and confidence 
and at about 12noon a group of the protestors forced their way through the 
doors to the court house and this appeared to be the signal for a hail of 
stones to be targeted on the building and the military guarding it. The riot 
act was read it would appear that there was snow continuous physical clash 
between the protesters and the troops. The guardians seem to have managed 
to leave the building with no serious problem, but John Reid Wagstaff, the 
clerk to the guardians, was 'detained' for several hours. The windows of the 
court house were demolished. Wagstaff was rescued from the building by a 
troop of cavalry aided by two of the Bradford magistrates. This group then 
made for the Talbot Inn but were followed by the crowd who then closed in 
on them. The military then charged into the crowd where 'several shots were 
fired and some persons cut down.' 

The riot on 20 November had followed an earlier riot on 30 October where 
huge crowds had attended the meeting of the Bradford Guardians. Alfred 
Power, one of the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, was also in attendance 
at this earlier meeting and was assaulted on this occasion, being hit on the 
head by 

a tin can, which was given with great violence, but being without 
weight, made only a slight contusion: umbrellas, stones and mud were 
applied very freely, and after meeting many blows I extricated myself 
with great difficulty from the crowd.' 
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What was happening in Bradford in 1837 was shared to varying degrees 
across much of England and Wales. This short essay is an attempt to place 
the Bradford events into a national context while remaining focused on events 
in the town. 

The National Background 
The growth of population, urbanisation and industrialisation in modem 
Britain from the 1730s and 1740s was dramatic. A nation domestically based 
on agriculture and rural populations was becoming one of industry and town/ 
city dwellers. This in turn put great pressure on the Elizabethan legislation 
on how to 'manage' the poor. It was legislative changes to poor relief which 
prompted the events in Bradford in 1837. In 1832 the new Whig government 
appointed a Royal Commission to investigate the operation of the Old Poor 
Law,' and recommend legislative changes to deal with poverty. In 1834 the 
Commission produced its report' and within months the Poor Law 
Amendment Act was placed on the statute book.6 This was possibly the most 
important piece of social legislation ever introduced by any nineteenth 
century British parliament. Welcomed by many rate-payers in southern 
England and applauded by the political economists of an increasingly market 
orientated society the New Poor Law was seen as a scientific method to reduce 
poor rates and rescue paupers from their degraded state of pauperism. 

The Old Poor Law had essentially set out three key responsibilities for 
local communities funded through money raised by a local tax on land. Firstly, 
the setting of the able-bodied to work; secondly, purchasing of apprenticeships 
(or some other training) for poor children; and thirdly, the relieving of the 
impotent poor. The responsibility was placed on the shoulders of the 
churchwardens and overseers of the poor in every parish, although in many 
large parishes in the northern counties this would come to be based on 
townships or other divisions. This local system was overarched by the 
supervision of local magistrates who agreed nominations of local overseers, 
audited their accounts and heard appeals against the decisions of the parish 
or township officers. Subsequent legislation modified and clarified the 
Elizabethan poor law, in particular the strengthening of settlement laws that 
determined which individuals had a call on the resources of which particular 
parishes .7 However, in the main, the basic system remained very much intact 
in the early 1830s. 

As relief was provided locally there was much discretion as to how relief 
was offered. Many parishes and townships allowed paupers to live in their 
own homes and paid simple doles to regular claimants and casual payments 
to those needing more ad-hoc relief. On the other hand payments could be 
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made in kind; such as the provision of low cost or rent-free houses, food, 
clothes, fuel etc. Some authorities built or purchased workhouses or poor 
houses and offered relief on an 'in-house' basis, while others 'contracted out' 
poor relief for an agreed sum of money. Relief was also expended on medical 
aid and purchasing tools or equipment to enable people to get/return to work. 
Indeed the longevity of the system reflects the flexibility that was afforded 
to those entrusted to administer and police the management of the poor. By 
the late eighteenth century parishes and townships had devised a wide range 
of local relief practises usually designed theoretically to manage a reduction 
of costs (although it usually meant 'managing' an increase). Indeed a 
disturbing feature of the poor law, from the point of view of the ratepayers, 
was the seemingly inexorable increasing levels of expenditure illustrated by 
fig.1 below. As the poor law went into crisis in the late eighteenth century 
local initiatives took on a wider regional role that saw the widespread 
adoption of ideas outside of the specific locality. The most well known of 
these ideas was the provision of allowances from poor rates to workers who 
were unable to secure subsistence rate wages.' Most of these local schemes 
were criticised for bringing down wages and/or encouraging large families 
(and so further increasing the strain on the system). The continuation of high 
levels of expenditure saw continued parliamentary investigations of the 
operation of the poor laws, as well as continuing local experiments to reduce 
expenditure and an explosive outpouring of pamphlet literature suggesting 
various changes to the law.' 

8   
7 - - 

6-'  - 

5   
4—    - 

îrT1   

1696 1776 18 1818 1825 1833 
02-3 

Fig. 1: Poor Relief Expenditure for England and Wales (f2niillion), 1696183332 

It was the rural unrest in the south and south-east of England in 1830-31 
which precipitated the Commission of Enquiry into the poor laws in 1832.'° 
The 'Swing Riots' promoted the desire for poor law reform and acted as a 

catalyst for government action. A general impression was formed within the 
Comission that the riots, rick burning and machine breaking took place 
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principally in those areas associated with the allowance system, and that 
rural militancy had followed there when unreasonable demands for 'parish 
pay' were refused. The Commission argued that allowances in aid of wages 
was a widespread 'evil' and should be abolished. Relief should be offered in 
regimented and rule-bound workhouses. To deter applicants the conditions 
in the workhouse should be 'less eligible' (less comfortable) than the 
conditions of the lowest paid labourer outside." The object of the nineteenth 
century workhouse system was to create a feared institution that the able-
bodied would go to as a last resort. 

Administratively the New Poor Law set up a central Poor Law 
Commission (PLC) with its headquarters at Somerset House in London. Three 
commissioners were to oversee the national poor law and impose national 
uniformity. Parishes were to be joined together in Poor Law Unions offering 
relief around a central workhouse with each governed by an elected board 
of guardians. Local magistrates, the supervisors of the Old Poor Law 
overseers, were now themselves only ex-officio guardians. The guardians 
would employ a master and mistress (and other staff) for the day-to-day 
running of the workhouse and each parish/township would continue to levy 
a parish poor rate that would fund the union. The act was thus designed to 
ensure that the provisions of the law were to be implemented efficiently by 
professional officials rather than parish amateurs. Although the act did not 
specify that relief to the able-bodied was to be abolished or that the PLC was 
to have authority to order a workhouse building programme, the principles 
of the 1834 report was the philosophy, dogma and blue print of the 
commissioners and assistant commissioners which would see such ideals 
represented as the necessary pillars for the Victorian plan of poor relief 
practice. A paradigm ideal was created by which a family applying for relief 
would be interviewed by the workhouse authorities and separated; men 
would be housed in one block, women in another and children in a third; all 
paupers to wear a standard uniform and their lives in the workhouse was to 
be humiliatingly regimented, ordered and structured. 

Bradford: The Local Picture 
By the 1830s Bradford was well on the way to becoming a key industrial 
player of nineteenth century British industrial capitalism. By 1800 Bradford 
could already claim a history of various industrial concerns. The owners of 
collieries, limekilns and ironworks had begun the employment of capital 
and labour on a new and larger scale. The Bradford Lime-Kiln Company, 
The Low Moor Ironworks, the Bowling Ironworks (as well as smaller 
ironworking concerns at Birkenshaw, Bierley and Shelf) and widespread 
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eighteenth century shaft-mining across Bradford parish testify to early 
industrialisation.'2 However, it is for worsted woollens that Bradford will be 
remembered in relation to the industrial revolution, and like all industries 
this grew from the material conditions in the locality. If the concerns of the 
wool and worsted industries were already a major part of the Bradford 
experience by this time through outworking and dual occupation working; 
the early nineteenth century was to see these concerns increase with a fierce 
intensity. In 1822 there were only five worsted merchants in Bradford. This 
increased to 24 by 1830 and 54 by 1842. In 1810 there were five steam-powered 
mills across the borough. There were twenty by 1820, 31 by 1830 and 34 in 
1834 (the year of the New Poor Law). At more or less the same time (between 
1810 and 1834) the horse-power capability with these mills increased from 
120 to 1,148° 

Industrial development had brought problems of economic dislocation 

and industrial struggles. Undoubtedly worried by the Luddite disturbances 
in 1811-13 across Nottinghamshire, Lancashire and the West Riding (though 
not in Bradford), a Bradford manufacturer secretly sought to construct a 
power-loom at Shipley in 1822. Secrets were not impossible to keep but the 
fear of wage reductions, under-employment and unemployment at the hands 
of new machinery meant that employers were unable to keep news of the 
introduction of such equipment into the area quiet. Local weavers from the 
outlying villages had the machine taken apart and destroyed.14 Following 
the repeal of the Combination Acts in 1824 a branch of what would become 
the Union Association of Woolcombers and Stuff Weavers was established 
in Manningham. In June 1825 the Bradford worsted weavers and 
woolcombers embarked on a 23-week-long strike. Money was collected in 
neighbouring towns and villages, and also as far as south as Brighton and 
north into Scotland. Although unable to make any change to the terms of 
their pay and conditions the organisational links forged in the struggles of 
1825 saw the union in good enough shape to take action again in 1827. The 
union seems to have folded in either 1828 or 1829 but at this stage the 
workforce threw themselves into the Yorkshire Clothiers Union. 

By the early 1830s trade unionists and other factory reformers were 
increasingly involved in the campaigns to limit the hours worked in the still 
'new' factories. Bradford was open to a deepening politicisation of the 
population aided by the town's enfranchisement by virtue of the 1832 Reform 
Act. The parliamentary reform of 1832 gave no assistance to the Bradford 
workforce. Indeed the ascendant Liberals gained political power in the town 
and it was the Liberal textile industry employers who opposed the efforts of 
the short-time committees locally and elsewhere. Local meetings and 
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campaigns for shorter hours (a ten-hour day) were common. Party and 
religious lines supplied the division of outlook. Liberal nonconformist 
employers opposed any change or interference from central government 
while Tory Anglicans, whether factory employers likeJohn Wood or Anglican 
ministers like George Stringer Bull, insisted that market forces were an unjust 
and ungodly mechanism to decide the fate of the factory worker. Just how 
dedicated the local workforce was to reducing the hours of factory labour is 
illustrated by the York County Meeting organised to demonstrate for a 'Ten 
Hours Bill'. It was a cold and wet April in 1832 which saw people walking 
from the manufacturing towns and villages of Leeds, Bradford, Bingley, 
Huddersfield, Keighley, Dewsbury etc. to York to hear, support and 
demonstrate the case for factory reform. Banners were made with often 
religious or scriptural phrases. One showed a picture of a father carrying his 
small daughter through the rain and snow to work, another had inscribed 
the words: 

"Father, is it time", a cry which is often heard the night through in the 
crowded wretched dormitory of the factory working-people, and 
which little children, more asleep than awake (dreading the 
consequences of being late), were often heard to utter.'5 

Such then was the developing economic local world into which the New 
Poor Law was introduced. Assistant Poor Law Commissioners were 
despatched into the rural south, local meetings were called, boundaries were 
organised and guardians were elected. By the spring of 1835 the first poor 
law unions were being declared. Opposition to the New Poor Law in the 
southern counties has often been underplayed but research shows how 
unpopular the new legislation was from the beginning and how, against the 
odds, ordinary people sought to oppose it. When the PLC turned their eyes 
to the industrial midlands and northern counties in 1836-7 this opposition 
took on new, militant, and politically organised resistance.'6 

The Old Poor Law in the various townships" that would eventually form 
the Bradford Poor Law Union was practised under a variety of early 
administrative reforms.'8 Neighbouring townships had been able to introduce 
such reforms (select vestries, paid assistant overseers etc.) with no requirement 
of agreement between them. However, these changes, whenever and 
wherever within the Bradford area, characteristically relied on a small 
proportion of permanent paupers (not including children) in receipt of indoor 
relief. Between 1812 and 1815 only 9.8% of such paupers were provided 
with indoor relief and this fell to only 6.3% by 1836. Local administrators 

-10-



were also able to point to low costs per head of population. Expenditure per 
head in 1831 at Bradford was 2s 11½d; in the rest of the west Riding 5s 7½d, 
Lancashire 4s 4%d and Suffolk 18s 31/4d." 

When the Poor Law Amendment Act was passed in 1834 there was initially 
an element of a 'phoney war' opposition. The new administrative body in 
London needed to get its act together: premises needed to be made workable, 
procedures put in place, administrators employed. There was never any 
question of the whole of England and Wales being placed on a new poor law 
footing on any particular time. The greatest problems were identified in the 
southern counties and it was there that the first assistant commissioners met 
with local elites, employers and landowners to organise the first poor law 
unions. In the immediate New Poor Law period nothing really changed in 
Bradford. Nevertheless as early as 1 January 1835 the PLC received their 
first warning of the possibilities that things may not go well in Bradford. The 
following is taken from a letter to the PLC from Joshua Lupton. 

Sirs. 
A clergyman in this Parish having taken upon himself the liberty of 
inflaming the minds of the Poor against the Poor Law amendment act 
along with the Commissioners & all persons in Office hereabouts - I 
as one of the Overseers of this Township hand you a Bit of Paper by 
this post, with a report of a Lecture delivered by the Revd M' Bull last 
monday.' 

He goes on to say that the editor of the Bradford Observer would give the PLC 
a right to reply should they wish to do so. The draft response to Lupton 
thanks him for the information on events in Bradford but declines to enter 
into any local public debate on the 'controversy as to the merits of the act 
which it is their duty to carry into execution now'." Although there was no 
immediate need for action against the introduction of the New Poor Law in 
Bradford in 1834 I have already commented on the political nature of the 
town in regard to the short-time organisation; in other words there was (before 
the 1834 act) already a broad-based working class organisation in the town. 
In addition to this the Bradford Political Union, which remained in existence 
due to the disappointment of the limited reforms of the 1832 Reform Act, 
eventually split in 1835 with the more progressive element forming the 
Bradford Radical Association. Initially members of the Bradford Radical 
Association were divided on the merits of the New Poor Law although this 
may have been due to the introduction of the act but the non-immediate 
introduction of its provisions locally. One of its members, Peter Bussey, was 



in no doubts in his condemnation of the New Poor Law based on 'New 
Bastilles [which] were not intended as places of rest to the wearied and worn 
out operative, but ... were erected as places of punishment'. The two major 
political parties in the town (as nationally) complicated things for the radicals. 
The Liberals made friendly noises about extending the franchise but would 
have no truck with the short-time aspirations of the Bradford workers; the 
Tories were vocal in their condemnation of the conditions in the factories, 
the hours worked by small children and supportive of the short-time 
committee's objectives but were adamant that there should be no extension 
of the franchise. The division led Bradford radicals to favour abstaining from 
the election of Bradford Guardians in early 1837 and this left the Liberal 
forces taking control of the union. By October 1837 Assistant Poor Law 
Commissioner Alfred Power thought the New Poor Law would be relatively 
easily introduced into the town. However, the radical and working class 
opposition to the new system was very much present and Bussey had made 
sure that when the guardians were to meet with Power in attendance on 30 
October the whole of the town would be on notice. The bellman was instructed 
by Bussey 

to give Notice to the working Classes of this town that the Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner will be at the Coart [Court] house in this 
town on Monday next at 10 O'clock in the Morning when the People 
of Bradford are Invited to Attend at ½ 9 o'clock at the Coart house'.n 

The call was answered and with large numbers of working class people in 
attendance the reassurances from the guardians fell on stony ground. 
Following a short adjournment there was 'great noise and confusion'. Power 
reported back to the PLC that when he left the Bradford court house at the 
end of the meeting he was 'violently assaulted by some of the persons 
assembled outside, and by others who immediately issued from the Court 
House for that purpose.' Power stated his relief that the crowd was unarmed 
'or I believe, from the disposition shown, I should have not escaped with my 
life'.24 Power was incensed by the local police officers who he felt left him to 
the crowd. He complained they 'abstained from giving me any assistance at 
a moment when they must have inevitably have been aware that I stood in 
need of it'. The officers simply claimed that they saw no assault and would 
have expected Power to call for help if it was needed, neither being the case, 
in the words of Deputy Constable William Brigg 'I therefore remained in my 
of fice'.11 

Power was concerned to ensure the implementation of the New Poor 
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Law was not delayed in Bradford and called for the Metropolitan Police and 
the military to assist in its implementation. The Bradford magistrates were 

unhappy with the idea of using the Metropolitan Police, a force disliked by 
provincial populations and one likely to increase tensions. The use of such 
external forces divided the Bradford Guardians and Power later wrote to the 
PLC that 

On the whole I think there is far more risk of the falling off of the Guardians 
[non-attendance or resignations of guardians] on the employment of a police 
force from London, than the dread of future disturbance.a 

The result was that the contingent of one sergeant and six constables of the 
Metropolitan Police, who arrived in Bradford on 3 November, was initially 
sent to wait at Leeds, although a few days later two or three of them were 
called back to be used undercover to 'endeavour to obtain information as to 
the feelings of the people'.9ohn Reid Wagstaff was concerned that the arrival 
of the Metropolitan force was both well known and openly ridiculed. He 
wrote to Power reporting that he had heard of people asking what chance 
the PLC and half a dozen London police had to 'control a Countryside'. 
Moreover 'the fact of their [London police] being known to be armed may 
induce numbers to come prepared to meet force'.a 
How many took part in the riots on 20 November is difficult to determine. 

However, both sides claimed large numbers. Alfred Power considered it was 
'a very considerable crowd, amounting to many thousands' who attacked 
the court house while the Northern Liberator spoke of 'large companies of 
persons [who] poured into Bradford from the surrounding villages."' The 
resistance to the New Poor Law saw a major, though short lived, series of 
disturbances in the town, and this was a key political struggle that initiated 
and maintained a series of radical meetings in and around Bradford. This 
activity places the town as one of the centres of a geographically wider 
opposition to the New Poor Law and sets the scene for northern Chartism 
towards the end of the decade. This is important because much of the class 
bitterness we see in Chartism in Bradford came from in the Anti-Poor Law 
agitations of the previous years. Indeed Edward Royle points to 1838-9 as 
the period when the Anti-Poor Law Movement moved over into Chartism, 
'taking with ita legacy of organisation, leadership, experience, and hatred'.3° 
Thanks to the pages of the unstamped press and the lecture tours of radicals 
across the country it is possible to argue that by the late 1830s a radical 
working-class presence existed across industrial Britain. It was in places such 
as Bradford that mid-nineteenth century British radicalism was forged. 
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Postscript 

We return to the 1838 Yorkshire Spring Assizes where five Bradfordians were 
indicted for the anti-poor law riot at Bradford the previous year. The names 
of the men were Joseph Tillotson (who was also indicted for assault), Joseph 
Greensmith, Joseph Swain, William Brooke (sometimes Brook) and William 
Wheater; all but Wheater were convicted. Sentenced to one month in prison 
the men had also been in gaol throughout the winter of 1837-38. 11 A s part of 
the breadth and richness of Bradford history it would be nice to think that 
we do not forget those men who laid the gground for Bradford radicalism. 
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WIBSEY MANOR 

The Question of Ownership before the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries 

By Stella H. Carpenter 

Introduction 
With one sentence a late 19th century local historian both created and 
demolished a myth. The newly created myth suited the 'romantic' approach 
to history popular at the time and the myth, therefore, was not only readily 
accepted but it also became considerably embellished in the retelling. 
Unfortunately, as well as retelling the myth at least two writers in the past 
two decades have quoted it without, apparently, giving any thought or 
making any reference to the myth-maker's second act i.e. his, all-be-it 
unintended, demolition of his newly created myth. A more rigorous and less 
romantic or simplistic assessment of the information available supports the 
rebuttal of the myth. 

Myth-maker and myth 
For many years, Thomas Thornton Empsall, a local businessman, was President 
of the Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society (BHAS) of which he was a 
founder member and he may, indeed, have been the instigator of the foundation 
of the Society As President he gave the inaugural address; and 'comfortable but 
not wealthy, (and) for whom the Public Record Office was already something of 
a second home' he immersed himself in Bradford's history' 

On 161 February 1894, in an address to members, Empsall spoke on 
Ancient Monastic Properties. This was followed by a second paper on the 
subject on 1111 September 1895, but his intention to combine the two papers 
for publication did not take place due to Empsall's, apparently unexpected, 
death aged 71, in March 1896. The first article was printed in The Bradford 
Antiquary. One sentence stands out as the source of the myth. It reads: There 
is, I grant, not the slightest reference to Wibsey in the (Kirkst all) monastic inventory 
alluded to above, nor have Ifound it mentioned in any other documents at the Record 
Office in this connection, but I think there can be little room for doubt of its 
being recognised as a portion of the abbey lands at an early date' (my italics).' 

References to the ownership of the manor 
John James, author of the History and Topography of Bradford and his 
Continuations and Additions, gives very foil details of the ownership of Wibsey 
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manor, acknowledging his use of information in Brook's manuscripts, then 
at the Heralds' Office.' James records that Sir James Danby's wife, Agnes 
sole heiress of Thomas Langton, brought Wibsey manor with her at the time 
other marriage and James describes the descent of the manor until that event 
and the subsequent death of Sir James Danby in 1496. Sir James and Lady 
Agnes Danby had a son Christopher and his widow paid relief for possessions 
in Wibsey in 1514 .4 Empsall's claim of ownership by Kirkstall Abbey at an 
early date does not, therefore, seem tenable. Furthermore, in a deed dated 1st 
February 1597/8 of a sale from John Lister (see later paragraph re another 
deed in this name, though not necessarily the same person) listing land in 
Wibsey for which 'a yearly free rent of 8d' is paid to William Rookes, there is 
also an undertaking to pay 'yearly unto the heirs of Sir Thomas Danby late 
of Farriley knight deceased all such rents as it has been accustomed to pay the late 
Sir Thomas.'(my italics)' which, if correct, seems to indicate that in respect of 
this land the superior ownership was still with the Danby family. This is 
almost 60 years after the dissolution of the monasteries. 

James also states that according to Bernard's Survey of 1577, before that 
date William Rookes was already owner of the manor 'by knight's service' 
and James Parker, a local historian and near contemporary of Empsall, (see 
later paragraph) gives the date of ownership as 1538, (though it may have 
been much earlier). 

Although from 1514 to 1597/8 leaves a gap of 63 years, the dissolution of 
Kirkstall Abbey in November 1539 reduces that gap to only 25 years. In 
general terms by the early 161  century land in particular was no longer being 
given to religious houses in the way which had been commonplace in earlier 
centuries. James also states that the Rookes were already settled at Royds 
Hall in the time of Henry Vii, (died 1509), Royds Hall being the manor 
house for Wibsey which was subsumed within the manor of Royds Hall. 
This manor is not recorded in the Domesday Book but Wibsey manor in 
south Bradford is recorded, at that time as an adjunct to Bolton manor in 
north Bradford. Whilst it does not automatically follow that being settled in 
Royds Hall before 1509 involved ownership of Wibsey manor, it seems to 
add weight to the view that the Rookes owned Wibsey manor no later than 
1538. 

William Cudworth, also a founder member of the BRAS published his 
book Round About Bradford in 1876 but most of the articles had earlier been 
published in the Bradford Observer. Cudworth clearly acknowledges his use 
of James's work but additionally Cudworth states 'In an award made in the 
year 1530, when William Rookes took possession of the manor of Wibsey. . .'.1 

This may have been a tenancy but it could also have been outright purchase 
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and no mention is made of a different owner of the manor. 
Whilst the works of both James and Cudworth would have been easily 

available to Empsall - who certainly knew Cudworth personally - Empsall, 
in 1894, seems to have ploughed a lone furrow when he introduced the idea 
that Wibsey manor had been held by a monastic establishment. He also seems 
to have completely ignored the line of inheritance of the manor as set out in 
considerable detail by James. 

Empsall would not have had the benefit of being able to consult the 
professionally researched West Yorkshire: An Archaeological Survey to AD 
1500 but he certainly had opportunities to inspect many old deeds. In fact to 
support his case Empsall quotes from one particular deed dated, according 
to Empsall, 1548, where the relevant sentence reads: 'And I the said William 
Rookes will warrant the said John Lister and his heirs against John abbot of 
Crystal (Kirkstall) against all prosecutions and reprisals'.9 Eleven years earlier 
a deed dated 23" August 1537 also from William Rookes to John Lister 
mentions the same parcels of land and has a similar warranty against 'John, 
Abbot of the Monastery of Cristall'.'° The messuage is Broomhill in the 
Brownroyd locality, close to the manor's northern boundary, together with 
various closes called Kar, Kar inge, Broomhill close, Intakes and Depcar. 
Another deed, dated 246, October 1567, refers to Depecarre 'at a place called 
Wibsay Bank" which may be the present day Bank or may infer the whole 
of the escarpment area. If, additionally, Kar refers to the present day 
Carr(bottom), the area is on the boundary with, or even partially within, the 
adjacent manors of Horton and Bowling; and it is recorded that certain parts 
of Horton manor were indeed held by Kirkstall Abbey.'2 Land in the manor 
of Bowling was also held by the Abbey including Burnt/Burnet Field" only 
a little distance from the boundary with Wibsey manor. Empsall says that he 
has 'seen several other deeds of or about the same date conveying lands in 
the same neighbourhood on similar conditions"' but the whereabouts and 
ownership of such deeds and the 1548 deed are not given. 

Wibsey Fair is held by 'custom and no toll is payable by anyone', according 
to a statement by the Low Moor Company in 1836, when there was a proposal 
to move the annual fair to the bottom of Wibsey Bank and thus outside the 
manor boundary."James Parker was not adverse to imaginative writing and 
just two pages before the above statement he writes very precisely - and 
probably very presumingly - of 'the jovial monks who, three hundred and 
seventy years ago, sat in the same hostel, the same room collecting tolls at 
Wibsey Fair for the Lord Abbot of Kirkstall....'. Parker also writes about the 
supposed relationship between Wibsey manor and Kirkstall Abbey. He doss 
say 'tradition has handed down to us 'and 'If only the ancient records of 
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Kirkstall could be met with...', yet he then goes onto say 'We have been able 
from various sources of information, to confirm the aforesaid statements 
about the monks and their possessions at Wibsey" but, as with Empsall, no 
details of ownership or whereabouts of documents are provided. 

Furthermore, regarding the ownership of Wibsey, Parker writes 'Tradition 
says that Wibsey and its Common once belonged to the Monks, at Kirkstall 
Abbey, (but) very little of its history can be traced prior to 1762 '(my italics). 17 
This date refers to Counsel's Opinion apparently sought at that time and, 
says Parker, was in relation to the tradition (see above) that in 1538, before 
the actual dissolution of Kirkstall Abbey, Henry VIII granted ownership of 
Royds Hall and Wibsey to William Rookes 'for knight's service'." Later, Parker 
writes that William Rookes 'annexed or took possession of all the church 
lands in Wibsey, Revey and Odsal and also the Town of Wibsey.... and no 
attempt was made by any inhabitants of the district, so far as we have been 
able to trace, to bring the fact to the knowledge of the Authorities of King 
Henry, either at Bradford or London'." The fact that Parker could not find 
any trace of action by local people may well have been because no such 
action was necessary if, as seems most probable, the lands mentioned had, 
in fact, never been owned by the Abbey. 

Conclusion 
Both Empsall and Parker equivocate in their writings about the ownership 
of the manor and their various statements (more than mentioned here) show 
considerable inconsistencies. They are not able to prove beyond doubt that 
the manor of Wibsey was ever held by the Abbey because, along with other 
uncertainties, the surviving records of the Abbey are limited and incomplete. 
Both men have made assumptions which are not reasonable, especially at a 
later date when the romantic approach to history is no longer acceptable in 
the way that it was even for local historians of the stature and dedication of 
Empsall, or the younger man, Parker, who wrote historical sketches for the 
Bradford Observer and published a number of books which remain popular a 
century later. 

Because of the limited nature of the records of Kirkstall Abbey, it is also 
impossible to show that Wibsey manor never was recorded as in the 
ownership of the Abbey. In this connection Empsall himself admits failing to 
find any evidence to support his proposition. More rigorous assessment of 
the evidence and information which is available, however, leads, I believe, 
to the conclusion effectively reached by James in 1841 that the manor 
remained in lay, not religious, ownership from the Conquest until after the 
dissolution of the monasteries. 
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THE 1867 BRADFORD By-ELECTION 

By Janet Senior 

By the 1860s Bradford was the second strongest Nonconformist borough in 
England (after Rochdale). Most prominent amongst the nonconformists in 
Bradford were the Congregationalists and Baptists whowere especially noted 
for their radicalism and political militancy, which was greatly evident in the 
run up to the 1867 by-election and, particularly, on the voting day itself. 

The question of the disestablishment of the Church of England was at the 
heart of the political contest of 1867. Nonconformists looked upon the Church 
of England as a place of privilege and upper class dominance. Between 1830 
and 1850 there had been many disputes over church rates (at one point when 
St Peter's church wall was in danger of collapse the ratepayers withheld the 
money for its repair), sanitary improvements and the city's water supply 
with the Anglicans on one side and the dissenters on the other. Local 
nonconformist leaders were determined that Bradford would have a radical 
representative in the House of Commons who supported their hopes for 
disestablishment. Bradford saw three elections fought in three years - a by 
election in 1867, a general election in 1868 and another by election in 1868. 

The general election of 1865 had seen H. W. Wickham and W. E. Forster 
elected to represent the Borough of Bradford. A by-election was called in 
1867 due to the death of H. W. Wickham.After great deliberation the moderate 
Liberals asked Matthew Thompson to stand and the nonconformist radical 
Liberals proposed Edward Miall as their candidate. 

Matthew Thompson was born at Manningham Lodge, Bradford, in 1820. 
After studying at Trinity College Cambridge he joined the Inner Temple, 
where he practised law until 1857. Through his marriage to the daughter of 
its owner, he inherited the Old Brewery, Bradford. Whitaker's Brewery was 
the largest in Bradford. In 1858 he was elected to the Bradford Council as 
representative for the Little Horton Ward. By 1860 he was an Alderman and 
was elected mayor in 1862. Thompson was firmly against disestablishment 
and counted the Tories as well as the moderate Liberals amongst his 
supporters. He could call upon many leading Bradfordians for support. John 
Vernon Godwin, the son of Reverend Godwin (classical tutor at Horton 
Chapel and pastor of Sion Chapel), a stuff merchant and alderman of the 
borough was one of Matthew Thompson's main advocates. Godwin was 
chairman of the Street Improvement Committee (Godwin Street is named 
after him) and a member of the Bradford School Board. He was also mayor 
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in 1865-6. Another supporter was Charles Semon, a stuff and yarn merchant 
who originated from Danzig in Germany. He was also an alderman of the 
borough and was mayor in 1864-5. Semon was chairman of the Watch 
Committee, Justice of the Peace and a Deputy Lieutenant for the West Riding. 
At one time he was a governor of the Bradford Infirmary, a prime mover in 
the establishment of the Fever Hospital and opened the Eye and Ear Hospital. 
Semon provided the money and land for the erection of the Semon 
Convalescence Home in Ilkley. 

Edward Mall was the son of a merchant in Portsmouth. After leaving 
school he went into his father's business and stayed there till his father became 
bankrupt. Miall moved to Suffolk where, in 1829, he entered a theological 
college and trained as a Congregational minister. He took charge of his first 
church in 1834. It was not till 1840 that he began to publicly attack the 
established church. A member of his congregation was imprisoned for non-
payment of the church rate. Mail was incensed and, with support from 
nonconformists throughout the country, left his congregation to establish 
the Nonconformist. It was a weekly publication in which Mall wrote articles 
denouncing the state church. He also advocated manhood suffrage. In 1844 
Mall was one of the prime movers in establishing the organisation called 
the 'British Anti-State Church Association' whose main aim was the liberation 
of religion from all governmental or legislative interference. By 1853 it was 
renamed 'The Society for the Liberation of Religion from State Patronage 
and Control'. He first stood for Parliament in 1845 when he declared himself 
"consecrated to the separation of church and state" and advocated complete 
suffrage, the ballot, equal electoral districts, payment of members and annual 
parliaments. He was defeated. In 1847 he contested Halifax and was defeated 
again. At last, in 1852, he was elected to Parliament as a member for Rochdale. 
Once in the House of Commons he began introducing radical resolutions 
especially in favour of Irish disestablishment. His radicalism led to him losing 
the Rochdale seat in the 1857 election. For the next ten years he devoted his 
time to representing dissenters on the Royal Commission on Education, 
writing numerous radical pamphlets and articles and urging the Liberal Party 
in large towns to adopt a programme of disestablishment. Mall's brother 
was the minister of the Salem Congregational Church in Bradford. Mall's 
supporters were not as high profile as those supporting Thompson. Mr 
Illingworth (a mill owner) had been nominated as a candidate himself at the 
1867 by election but declined and pledged himself to work zealously with 
the Reform League to promote Mall's candidature. IlIingworth said "Mr 
Mall's presence in the House of Commons is found now to be a national 
want". Another mill owner who supported Maul was Robert Kell. It was 
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Kell who formerly proposed Mail as a candidate for Bradford. 
The Great Parliamentary Reform Act, or The Representation of the People 

Act, of 1867 gave the franchise to male householders living in a parliamentary 
borough who "during the whole of the preceding 12 calendar months had 
an Inhabitancy or Occupancy, as Owner or Tenant, of any Dwelling House 
within the Borough and had been rated as an ordinary Occupier in respect 
of the premises so occupied". That is he had to be either a lodger (paying at 
least £10 per annum for an unfurnished room) or have a household tenure 
(of at least £12 per annum). This class of men, mainly the skilled workers, 
was chosen as they were deemed to have an interest in maintaining property 
and were therefore considered to be "of serious thought and judgement". 
They were also believed to have saved their money, valued education and to 
read the popular penny press. All these points made them into a 'respectable 
elite' that had earned the franchise. Even though this was a step forward and 
many more men could now vote there was still a majority of the adult male 
population who had no say in the running of the country. It meant that out of 
an estimated population of 30 million only 2.5 million were entitled to vote. 
The 1800 Reform Act had franchised 3% of adult males, the 1832 Great Reform 
Act had raised the number of franchised males to 5% and the new franchised 
rate was 13% of all adult males. Six out of seven adult males were still excluded 
from voting. Only the male head of the household could vote. Any male 
who had accepted poor relief in previous years was exempt as well as 
criminals and bankrupts. Any candidate for parliamentary election had to 
take into account the new electorate that included many Irish and German 
immigrants into the community. 

Thompson was firmly against disestablishment and counted the Tories 
as well as the moderate Liberals amongst his supporters. It was not a cleanly 
fought contest by either of the two contenders or their supporters. Maill was 
regarded as being 'the apple of discord', an outsider brought in to create 
strife and bitterness amongst the peaceful inhabitants of the borough, whilst 
Thompson was accused of gaining support 'by the power of the barrel' and 
the support of the Licensed Victuallers. On voting day, Tuesday October 
l5, the weather was atrocious. Rain had fallen for several days and the 
roads were almost impassable with mud and dirt. A large and excited crowd 
gathered in the centre to watch the proceedings. Progress reports were given 
to the throng every half hour. Miall had an early lead but by 11.00 it was 
evident that Thompson would be the victor. The crowd, gathered in Bridge 
Street, had up to now been good humoured, throwing paper pellets and 
corks at each other, but the situation rapidly deteriorated. The missiles now 
became twisted pieces of straw dipped in mud and before long the electors 
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were covered in mire as they went to record their votes. The crowd was 
enlarged with roughs, not interested in the election, who wished to have as 
much fun as they could. A large stone was thrown through the window of 
Miall's committee rooms and this became a sign for an orgy of window 
breaking. Several people received cuts and bruises. The police had to be 
summoned and they arrived with truncheons and drawn cutlasses. Peace 
was restored when Robert Kell (Miall supporter) walked amongst the throng 
with Charles Semon (Thompson supporter). Miall graciously accepted defeat 
even though the result was not due to be announced until the next day: 

Gentlemen, in such a contest as this has been, to be defeated is to be 
honoured. I am no means disheartened by the result. I thank you all 
most heartily for what you have done. I mean to come to Bradford 
again. I hope at that time to find avery different result. My time is not 
yet come. I have nothing to do in this Parliament, but in the Reformed 
Parliament I do hope to take a part, and then I hope Bradford and I 
shall be more closely united. 

Thompson was still on the Continent and did not return till after the election. 
The result was: Thompson 2210 votes Maul 1807. 

The Steam Litho Works of Armitage and Ibbotson produced a set of cartoons 
for the election. The most striking aspect of these cartoons is the 
representations of the candidates and their supporters. Comparing 
photographs with the cartoons shows what excellent drawings they are. 
Along with Thompson and Miall are cartoons of Godwin, Semon, and Kell. 
All aspects of the election and its main participants are covered. Matthew 
Thompson was visiting his sick son in Germany when the election took place. 
The first cartoon shows him returning to England victoriously leaping across 
the Channel. His association with Whitaker's Brewery is referred to either 
by drawings of beer barrels as in cartoons 1, 2, and 3 or obliquely in speech 
balloons as in cartoon 8. A waiter says "You can't have any GO(0)DWIN(E) 
sir" to the seated gentleman (a good representation of Godwin) who replies 
"Then I'll turn to my home made BEER". The character of Charles Semon is 
very like his photograph. He is given the usual German accent in cartoons 1, 
2 and 3 and always appears with the beer barrel. Miall's smallness of stature 
is used in the cartoons depicting him (4,5, 7). Cartoon 4 shows Robert Kell as 
a lady nursing the baby Miall who he declares is "MY-ALL" The baby is 
being fed on nonconformity gruel. As the Irish vote was becoming more and 
more important an Irishman is depicted, along with his wooden cudgel, in 2 
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Cartoon 8 

of the cartoons (1, 5) plus the cover. Cartoon number 6 represents "The Fox 
and Goose", a very popular game of the period. The verse spoken by 
Thompson, the fox, to Miall, the goose, is particularly apt: 

Cackle! Goose, Cackle! 
As much as you please; 
Your bones I'll crackle; 
Your body I'll seize, 
"Your all" I'll devour 
Flesh, feathers and fleas, 
I'll have you to dinner 
With sauce and green peas. 

Matthew Thompson did not offer himself for re-election at the general election 
of 1868. The three candidates for the two parliamentary seats were W. E. 
Forster (already an MP for Bradford), H. W. Ripley (of Ripley Mills) and 
Edward Miall. This was another acrimonious election with Forster and Ripley 
triumphant. However, Ripley was unseated when found guilty of bribing 
the Irish voters and another by-election was called for 1869. The two 
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Cartoon 9 

protagonists from 1867 faced each other again but this time the result was 
reversed and Edward Mall was at last elected an Ml' for the borough of 

Bradford. (Miall 9243 votes; Thompson 7806). 
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MUNICIPAL BATHS AND WASH-HOUSES IN BRADFORD 

By Betty Longbottom 

Introduction 
This article examines the provision of municipal baths and wash-houses in 
Bradford during the period 1860 to 1914 and the part they played in the 
movement towards establishing an ideal Victorian and Edwardian society. 
Legislation at national and local level, it was hoped, would bring about the 
desired changes and the work of Select Committees and Reports of Royal 
Commissions, in addition to Parliamentary Acts and bye-law legislation, are 
included in so far as they are relevant. The implications of permissive 
legislation and also the political situation in Bradford is considered in an 
attempt to discover why it was that the local authority reacted so slowly to 
the 1846 Act to Encourage the Establishment of Public Baths and Wash-
houses.' This has involved a detailed study of the Council and Committee 
minutes of the period. 

Those responsible for the establishment of such buildings hoped that they 
would solve the problems of the 'great unwashed', at a time when baths 
were virtually unknown in working class homes, sewers and drains were 
inadequate and the water supply was poor. The types of facilities provided, 
and the use made of them, are mentioned, as also are admission charges. 
The topics of cleanliness and health dominated Victorian times because they 
were seen as a vital part of the movement towards an ideal society. Progress 
towards better bodily hygiene encountered setbacks, the most important 
being the lack of an adequate domestic supply of water. Therefore the 
construction of municipal baths helped to remedy the situation by providing 
facilities for both working and some middle class bathers.' The relevant 
legislation that was to ensue from the desire for cleanliness in the nineteenth 
century provides a background to the establishment of public washing and 
bathing facilities in areas such as Bradford. 

Legislation 
In 1840 a Select Committee on the Health of Towns heard evidence from Dr 
James Williamson.' He said that he did not know Bradford as well as he did 
Leeds, but he had noticed that in many of the streets that he had passed 
through, occupied mainly by the working classes, there was the same degree 
of uncleanliness that he had seen in Leeds. He considered it necessary for 
some legislation, conferring powers for the purpose of sanitary regulations, 
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to be applied to both Bradford and Leeds. 
In 1842 Dr Robert Baker reported on the state of Leeds and how matters 

might be improved .4 Baker's assessment of the living conditions of the 
working classes was vindicated by a report by James Smith in 1845, on the 
condition of Leeds and Bradford. About Bradford he wrote that the general 
state of the streets was respectable, but in the streets occupied by the working 
classes, the condition was quite otherwise.' The main sewerage was very 
defective and the supply of water was very limited. 

In 1842 a report by Edwin Chadwick entitled General Report on the Sanitary 
Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain was published.' This was 
followed by a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the State of Large Towns and 
Populous Districts, set up in 1843, which published reports in 1844 and 1845. 
In 1844 the First Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry said it was impossible 
for the working classes to bathe regularly at home, or launder their clothing 
in overcrowded dwellings! The Second Report, in 1845, called for measures 
that would be applicable to all towns and populous districts. In particular it 
recommended arrangements for an improved water supply.' 

The Bradford Improvement Act of 1850 gave the council new powers to 
improve public health. However, despite all this local legislation, still no 
municipal baths and wash-houses were being built in Bradford. 

The Committee for Promoting the Establishment of Baths and Wash-houses for 
the Labouring Classes, established in London in 1844, was reported to be actively 
promoting the establishment of the institutions in all parts of the country.' 
However, it has proved difficult to find any evidence of their activities in the 
Leeds/Bradford area. The work of the above Committee was obviously 
influential for, in 1846, an Act to Encourage the Establishment of Public Baths 
and Wash-houses was passed.'° Section I of the Act stated that 'it is desirable 
for the health, comfort and welfare of the inhabitants of populous towns and 
districts' that such institutions should be established, and power given to 
authorities to raise funds for that purpose. The Act intended to ensure that 
prices, usually one penny for a cold bath and two pence for a warm bath, 
were below those charged by subscription baths, bringing them within the 
reach of the working classes. However, the great vice of such legislation was 
that, to a large extent, the care of the public health was left to the discretion of 
the local authorities, and not rendered compulsory." 

Local Authority Reaction in Bradford 

Bradford obtained its Charter of Incorporation in 1847, following a struggle 
for control between the new Liberal and old Tory elite. Resistance to 
improvements was due to reluctance to undertake the cost of reforms, rather 

-31-



than denial of the need of them.'2 The Council had to fight another political 
battle in 1850, this time for the Improvement Act.'3 It knew that Bradfordians 
had no public means of washing themselves, and that the need for such 
facilities had been recognised by the passing An Act to Encourage the 
Establishment of Public Baths and Wash-houses in 1846.14 This did not compel 
but merely allowed authorities to do provide baths. The Council had to 
consider the concerns of the ratepayers, keep rates low and introduce changes 
slowly. 

The Council, in 1854/55, acquired the property of the old Waterworks 
Company at 111 Thornton Road but there was little money or enthusiasm 
for dealing with sanitary reform and the problems of the poor. The adoption 
of The Baths and Wash-houses Act by the Council in 1864 culminated in the 
adaptation of the premises in Thornton Road for the purpose of baths and 
wash-houses, In July 1883 the Corporation fitted out a house at 84 Lister 
Terrace, Great Horton Road, as ladies' Turkish baths. However expenditure 
exceeded income. In November 1896 these baths were closed.'5 

In May 1884 the Council decided to build facilities in Manchester Road. 
When opened in 1887 the Mayor, Mr Angus Holden, said that the Baths 
would be one of a number of similar buildings in other parts of the town.'6 In 
1890 the accommodation was inadequate. Two sites for baths were 
considered, Leeds Road and Carlisle Road, both in densely populated areas 
but the Council did not approve the scheme. The municipal baths in Bradford, 
opened in 1865, were out of date and permission to sell the premises was 
granted by the Treasury" Between 1887 and 1898 little was done towards 
providing the much needed district baths. 

In June 1899 the Council agreed to replace the Thornton Road premises 
with anew Central Baths, in Morley Street, and establish baths in five other 
districts of the town. It was an ambitious scheme and some councillors 
thought the Council should wait before imposing any additional burden on 
the ratepayers." A deputation of female residents urged the Committee to 
provide wash-house and laundry accommodation at the proposed new baths. 
The Committee decided that they were unable to undertake such provision." 

The Council decided that only details for the new Central Baths and those 
in Manningharn, would be submitted.2" The scheme for these two baths was 
approved by the Local Government Board in autumn 1901, but was criticised 
locally because of the expenditure involved. The plans were revised in 1902 
and this delayed the start of work. The foundation stone of the Central Baths 
was laid on 5 June 1903 and they were opened in 1905, at which time the old 
baths in Thornton Road were closed." The facilities available at the new 
Central Baths were extended in 1914. 
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In 1902 the Baths Committee finally accepted plans for three district baths, 
in Manningham, in Wakefield Road and in Leeds Road, costing £7,000 each. 
Those in Manningham were opened in July 1904, fifteen years after they had 
first been envisaged. Wakefield Road and Leeds Road Baths followed in 
July 1905 and a further baths at Undercliffe was completed in September 
1905. Facilities were also required in the Low Moor area. The Committee 
decided to lease a house and shop at School Street for seven years and the 
property was altered. This building opened in July 1904. 

Despite the problems of the 'great unwashed' Bradford was slow to react 
to the legislation of 1846 which allowed it to establish public baths and wash-
houses. They were more concerned with the effects on their ratepayers' 
pockets than with providing a public service and it was not until 1898 that 
the building programme began in earnest. By 1905 there was a Central Baths 
and five district baths. 

Facilities Provided 
Although a feature of the drive towards the improvement of public health, 
baths and wash-houses were 'the Cinderella of the public health department' 
because in the later nineteenth century they did not attract the same degree 
of support as was evident in the 1840s when the movement for their 
establishment first began. Many did not actually make any profit, some people 
were diffident about washing and bathing 'in public places' and finally, as 
society became better equipped with amenities within the home, the need 
for municipal provision gradually diminished and baths began to close due 
to lack of demand. Today baths are seen mainly as swimming pools but 
originally they provided a variety of facilities. The majority catered for the 
washing of the body in cubicle or slipper baths, and one for the washing, 
drying and ironing of laundry in a wash-house. There were also other types 
of baths at some establishments. Some premises provided first and second 
class bathing facilities. In addition there also existed segregation on the 
grounds of sex, there being separate entrances for men and women, fewer 
baths for women and access to the baths for women being restricted to a few 
hours per week. Discrimination existed between men and women as users 
of the baths, and also as employees, women being paid less than men doing 
the same job. In 1846 The Baths and Wash-houses Act stipulated that the 
maximum charges for use of public baths should not exceed one penny for a 
cold bath or two pence for a warm one, this including the use of a dean 
towel. 

Opening hours were closely related to the seasons of the year and fitted 
in with work patterns. People could call on either their way to or from work. 
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It is puzzling why there was Sunday opening in view of Victorian attitudes 
towards the Sabbath. Perhaps it was hoped that people using baths on 
Sundays would at least be physically clean when they arrived at Church,! 
Chapel. 

Baths attendants worked long hours during the summer months. In 1899 
the hours of employees at the Baths in Bradford were reduced from an average 
of 64 and a half hours per week to an average of 56 and a half. In 1889 the 
average wage of a male bath attendant appears to have been 23/- per week, 
but by 1890 this had risen to 25/.24 This compares favourably with the rates 
of pay" earned by some manual workers in the mid 1880s, e.g. The average 
weekly wage of a woolcomber was 15s. 

It was quite usual for staff to live on the premises. They were often 
accompanied by their wives and the wages reflected this, e.g. Mr. Blakey 
was appointed Engine Tenter and Caretaker at Thornton Road Baths in 1889, 
together with his wife as matron, the wages for both to be 26/- per week with 
House free of charge for rent, rates, taxes, coals, gas and cleaning materials. 
When Mr. Hudson resigned as superintendent of baths in Bradford in 1893 
his salary (his wife was matron) was £100 per annum, including house etc. 
By the time their replacements, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, left the job in 1901 the 
salary had risen to £llO.v 

With few exceptions all the municipal baths in Bradford during the period 

Figure 1: Slipper Bath, East Bowling 
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Figure 2: Vichy Douche 

1865 to 1905 had swimming pools and only Great Horton Road did not have 
slipper baths. These baths were usually white enamel and had a brush and 
soap tray, the rooms having tiled floors and glazed walls. (Figure 1) A bell 
was provided to summon the attendant. Separate waiting and dressing rooms 
were provided and people were assured that the slipper baths, on every 
occasion of use, would be filled with fresh water?s Half the establishments 
also had douche baths. The main feature of these was that a shower of warm 
or cold water could be applied, at the will of the bather, during the time that 
the bath was being taken.(Figure 2) There were also specialized facilities at 
Thornton Road and the new Central Baths in Bradford. 

At Thornton Road there were swimming pools for males and females, 
with separate entrances, the men's bath being bigger than the women's. It 
was common in the period 1890-1905 to have diving boards and a gallery 
for spectators, and dressing boxes or cubicles down each side of the pool 
with doors or curtains. It was not unknown for thefts to occur at the baths. In 
1891 a gold watch and a purse containing £3 in money were taken from a 
dressing box, and in 1899 another purse was stolen. In both cases the bathers 
failed in their claims for compensation as they had not left their valuables in 
the Ticket Office? 
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Without exception municipal baths provided more slipper and douche 
baths for male than female bathers. There were also restrictions on when 
facilities were available for the use of women. These may have applied only 
to the swimming baths as there were usually separate facilities for other 
types of baths. Bradford Council decided in 1890 that the Manchester Road 
Baths should be set aside for the use of ladies only, on Monday afternoons 
from three to five o'clock. This was later amended to Wednesdays from three 
to nine o'clock.30 

The authority in Bradford did little to provide for washing clothes. At a 
time when few people had adequate provision at home, there was only one 
public wash-house, namely in Thornton Road. There were thirteen stands in 
1865, for washerwomen and the drying room was situated above the boiler 
room.3' Other baths had laundries that dealt with the washing of towels etc. 
used by bathers. 

Those wishing to use the baths had to pay for admission and obtain a 
ticket. Bad behaviour was not tolerated, In June 1901 two boys aged 12 and 
10, appeared before the Baths Committee in Bradford to answer a complaint 
made against them of improper conduct. The boys were severely 
reprimanded and cautioned as to their future conduct.32 Mixed bathing was 
not permitted, costumes had to be worn in the swimming baths and dirty 
persons were not allowed to enter the pools. No-one was to use any bath for 
longer than thirty minutes. 

Baths were built originally to provide facilities for the masses to keep 
clean and healthy. As the desire to learn to swim increased, more pools were 
included in design plans for new baths and swimming became a leisure 
activity. In 1888, in order to encourage greater use of the swimming bath at 
Manchester Road, during the winter months it was decided that the charge 
should be reduced from 2d to 1d.1 By the time that the new Central Baths 
opened in 1905 a swimming ticket cost 4d. as did a Slipper bath. A douche 
bath was 2d., a first class Turkish bath with massage was 2/6d, a second class 
bath costing 1/6d. The charges for women were almost identical. Speciality 
baths varied between 1/6d to 2/6d each.30 Charges at the district baths were 
cheaper. At this time the average wage in the textile industry was 
approximately 23/-.30 Acharge of 6d per bath represented approximately 2% 
of these amounts. The cost of admission included the use of a towel, but the 
hire of bathing costumes or drawers involved a small additional charge of 
Id. 

When the Baths Act was passed in 1846 it mentioned charges for children, 
namely 2d for a cold, or 4d for a warm bath which included one clean towel 
per child, up to four children being allowed to share one bath. No further 
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evidence of charges for children is available. 
Details of the use made of the facilities provided can be obtained from 

the annual reports of the relevant committees to the Council. The reports 
show the number of tickets issued each year, but no details of receipts or 
expenditure. Whilst attendance figures are known, it is not possible to 
accurately determine how many individual people are represented in the 
statistics. Assuming that an individual attended the baths once a week, and 
using the Census statistics for population and the known attendance figures, 
it is possible to calculate that approximately 2 per cent of the population 
used the baths in, for example, 1902 and 1912. 

Conclusion 
Health became an important issue in a period when disease, overcrowding 
and poor sanitation were rife. The provision of public baths and wash-houses 
was one measure that was undertaken with the intention of improving the 
physical, social and moral condition of the population. However, there is 
little evidence to suggest that either social or moral behaviour was changed, 
although public health did improve. Whilst it might have been expected 
that any local authority would wish to improve conditions for its inhabitants 
the situation was by no means as simple as that. The 1846 legislation was 
permissive, authorities were not compelled to adopt it, and herein lay the 
root of subsequent problems surrounding its implementation. 

I 

1t. tt. 
Figure 3: Morley Street 
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The financial burden of providing the required buildings and facilities 
fell upon the ratepayers and the overall need to keep the rates down in order 
to satisfy them was a contributory factor to the delays in adopting the Act in 
Bradford. It is evident that the Council wanted to spend as little as possible 
and saw avoiding costs as one way of delaying spending money. It was not 
that they were refusing to spend anything, but that they were very aware of 
the political implications of embarking on a project involving cost to the 
ratepayers. 

The records of the Council meetings in Bradford, and also relevant 
committee and sub-committee minutes, show that there was an appreciation 
of the need to make the necessary improvements but action was hampered 
by limited funds and political wrangling. Changes were introduced very 
slowly, there being periods when nothing happened for several years. 

1905 saw the end of a concentrated period of building related to municipal 
baths. Despite the slow start the baths eventually constructed confirm that 
Bradford took great pride in their design and appearance, both externally 
and internally. (Figure 3) This civic pride, a strong motivating force in 
Victorian Britain, resulted in some particularly fine examples of a Victorian 
style of architecture relating to public works, well constructed buildings, 
some of which are still standing today, albeit having been adapted for other 
uses. 
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HAWORTH WOOL-COMBERS: A VILLAGE INDUSTRY. 

By Lewis Burton 

The Reverend Patrick Brontë spent his incumbency in Haworth at a rather 
peculiar time. Cottage industry was the order of the day, but not in the same 
textile processes as so many other Pennine villages of the period. In the 
Haworth of Mr Brontë's time there was an economic boom. Spinning and 
weaving had gone into the mills but wool-combing was not yet mechanised. 
The process was still a cottage industry. One is apt in Brontë studies to dwell 
on the literary achievements of the family rather than take note of the 
background and nature of the village in which they lived and the people to 
whom Parson Brontë and his curates ministered. Charlotte described 
Haworth in a letter to Smith Elder in 1848 as 'a strange, uncivilised little 
place', which it was, because of the peculiar nature of the cottage industry of 
the village, but her remark also shows a superficial understanding of what 
was going on around her, and an ignorance of how the people lived and 
gained their living. 

Haworth of the 1850s was a small village clinging to the hill and sheltered 
from the westerly winds by the rise of the hill behind the small stone cottages. 
The village itself consisted of Main Street with a gathering of cottages around 
the top surrounding the church and some at the bottom, turning the corner 
into Stubbing Lane, as it was then, the road to Oxenhope. The village then is 
recognisable in the cottage properties still remaining today, although many 
old properties have been demolished in what was Gauger's Croft, now the 
land occupied by the new medical centre. 

The life lived by ordinary folk in Haworth in 1850 was that of an industrial 
village. It was a place of unsavoury smells, unsanitary conditions, ordure in 
the streets, unwashed bodies and overcrowding, and a water system 
unimaginable today, full of all kinds of threats to health, dysentery, cholera, 
typhus. Added to all this there were the smells and noisome fumes created 
by the local cottage industry, wool-combing. This we know from the report 
of Benjamin Herschel Babbage to the Local Board of Health, which is an 
invaluable source of information on the living conditions in Haworth during 
Mr Brontë's ministry. As an insight into the conditions of the local industry 
of the day it is worth while to quote again one particular passage. 

Many of the inhabitants of Haworth pursue the occupation of wool-
combing for the factories. This business is carried on in their houses. 
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In order to obtain the proper temperature for the operation, iron stoves 
are fixed in the rooms where it is carried on, which are kept alight 
night and day, and the windows are seldom, if ever, open, except in 
the height of summer. In some cases I found their business was carried 
on in their bedrooms, which consequently became very close and 
unhealthy from the high temperature maintained by the stoves and 
the want of ventilation. The operation itself appears to be a very 
laborious one. 

Babbage has forgotten to mention the added effect of the hot oil used in the 
process, and for anyone who has smelt hot oil it is neither a fragrance to be 
desired nor an experience to be repeated. 

Haworth was a village of wool-combers, and to gain insight into how 
this trade was pursued it is interesting to pick out one or two comments 
which Babbage makes in this statement for they illustrate the nature of the 
trade. 'The business is carried on their houses'. In other words Haworth village 
is still in the stage of the cottage industry in 1850 when most processes in the 
textile trade were mechanised. The inventions which radically changed the 
manufacture of textiles had by then been in process for a whole century. The 
spinning of yam had been revolutionised by the inventions of Arkwright, 
Hargreaves and Crompton, and there were a number of mills already around 
in Haworth where such machinery had been installed. The increased output 
of the spinning side of textiles put great pressure on the other processes and 
Edmund Cartwright made an initial stab at constructing a power loom in 
1786, but the attempt was abandoned in 1791. Nevertheless the process of 
weaving became mechanised just after the turn of the century. There is no 
record of power looms in the West Riding until the 1820s, although some 
looms were working in Lancashire by 1818. The delay in establishing an 
efficient machine which could replace that which was done by human hands 
and the craft of weavers, who by touch and sense knew their craft intimately, 
was a tricky business. If this was true of weaving, which was done by a 
primitive kind of machinery anyway, it was even more difficult to mechanise 
wool-combing which was completely a hand craft carried out by the use of 
two combs only, and so the old craft lingered on in the cottages of Haworth 
until new inventions made machine combing possible. 

The other point which Babbage makes is that, 'Many of the inhabitants of 
Haworth make their living by wool-combing for the factories'. The factories 
were already there in 1850. The first one in the Keighley area was Low Mill, 
built in 1770, the first in Haworth being that of John Greenwood at 
Bridgehouse, built in 1785. Of the 37 mills in the Keighley area built between 
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1780 and 1819 originally 32 were built for the spinning of cotton and 5 for the 
spinning of worsted, but by 1820 some had closed and it seems that many 
were following the terms of trade at any given time as some went into worsted 
and came back to cotton and then reverted to worsted again. This was true 
of Haworth, for whenjames Greenwood built his second mill, Upper Mill in 
1810, he reverted to the spinning of worsted, rather than cotton yarns. 
Obviously the way that mills locally moved from cotton to worsted created 
a great economic pressure for the production of the raw material for spinning, 
the long staple wool which is the basis for spinning the yarn which can finally 
be woven into worsted cloth. The demand from local mills for the production 
of combed wool suitable for worsted manufacture, which could only be done 
by a hand process, ensured that Haworth developed a thriving cottage 
industry in the early years of the nineteenth century. 

Haworth, then, became the centre, in the first part of the nineteenth century, 
for the thriving industry of hand wool-combing. One is apt to ask, 'How did 
it get that way. When did it start?' One can only say that Haworth has always 
been a textile village. One way of finding information is to look at Parish 
records, particularly at the records for marriage where the occupations of 
bridegrooms are given. In the eighteenth century this is a chancy business, 
as incumbents didn't always keep good records. However, the registers at 
Haworth Parish Church from 1754 to 1766 are available by virtue of there 
being, over that period, a conscientious incumbent. The records for this period 
cover the old parish, not only Haworth, but Stanbury and Oxenhope as well. 
In the records for those twelve years in this early period, the bridegrooms 
coming for marriage to the parish church who were combers numbered thirty, 
eighty were weavers, three were carpenters, two were husbandmen, 
presumably farmers, and among others were a blacksmith, a glazier, a 
shoemaker, a butcher, all representatives of village trades, and one of the 
village elite, a yeoman. So in the mid eighteenth century although weaving 
was the predominate trade, and in this period hand loom weaving, combers 
were well represented. The indication is therefore that wool-combing was 
well established in Haworth and its environs in the mid-eighteenth century. 
Another factor is the way that the Parish record indicates the type of weaver. 
64 were given as shalboon weavers, four as shalboon makers, with eleven 
described as weaver only, and one as a stuff weaver. Shalboons were a light 
worsted cloth, principally used for the linings of garments, which underlines 
the fact that wool-combing, which provided the necessary combed wool for 
the process of spinning the fine yarn which the weaver needed for shalboon 
cloth, was already something of a speciality in the Haworth of the day. 

It is easy to assume that the fleeces which were the raw material of the 
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wool-combers came from the local sheep. After all they grazed on the moor 
then, as much in the same way as they do now, but perhaps in more numerous 
numbers. The sheep of today are a much improved stock than those of 
previous centuries, but it is still true, as it was then, that the staple, the length 
of the wool growth in their fleeces, was not of sufficient length for useful 
combing. It could be used in the traditional process of rough woollen cloth 
and coverings, but not for fine cloth. It would seem that the local sheep were 
destined mainly for meat consumption and that the long stapled fleeces came 
from elsewhere. This implies the existence of the Clothier, the local merchant, 
who as in the spinning and hand loom weaving of early days would provide 
the local materials and collect and market the finished product. So it must 
have been in Haworth for the wool-combers. There must have been a 
middleman who supplied the long stapled wool from other markets, and 
who also traded in the tops and the noils which were the product of combing. 
There were a few families on these hillsides, like the Heatons of Ponden, 
who were perhaps engaged in this kind of activity. 

Babbage also goes into detail about how wool-combing was carried out. 
There were the iron stoves, the fetid heat, the smells, the unhealthy conditions 
and the overcrowding in the small houses of the wool-combing families. 
How on earth had they the room to live and work in such conditions and in 
so small a space? Babbage says that even some bedrooms were employed in 
the trade. Where in such cramped quarters did they eat and sleep, and it was 
the fashion to have large families in those days? One can hardly imagine 
living in such conditions. 

The actions required by wool-combing made for laborious work, and the 
tools of the trade were simple. There were no moving parts of wooden 
machinery and the operation was simply the movement of the comb in the 
operator's hand. Two combs were used, each with steel teeth tapering from 
the base to the point. They were in an array about seven inches long, closely 
set in wood blocks to which handles were attached. There were several rows 
of these teeth and the combs were more like course brushes with steel bristles. 
Because heated teeth combed the wool more effectively, with fewer breakages 
of the fibres, the combs were kept hot by frequent heating over a stove. One 
comb was fixed on a rigid frame, with the teeth facing upwards. The woollen 
fleece, which had been washed and wrung out between rollers, was sprinkled 
with oil, taken by hand in small quantities, and thrown or 'lashed on' to the 
teeth of the upright fixed comb, leaving a fringe hanging down from the 
edges. With the fixed comb now placed so that its teeth were horizontal and 
facing the operative, the free comb was taken by the comber and brought 
down in a semi circular action into the fringe, beginning at the extreme edges. 
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This action was repeated many times, the strokes going deeper into the fringe 
until the free comb had collected most of the wool from the fixed comb. The 
combs were then changed over and the action repeated until the wool was 
again collected on what was now the free comb. This process was what was 
called "jigging" being, in fact, only a preliminary, or first combing. The wool 
was later given a second combing, using a similar technique. The combed 
lengths of staple, all now in line, were collected and joined lengthwise to 
form slivers or tops for the worsted spinner. The short fibres which were left 
embedded in the combs, called noils, were collected and sold to the woollen 
spinners. 

All this activity was tough going and demanded strength, concentration 
and endurance, but most of all it required experience and skill. What is more 
is that it put the men ina strong bargaining position for high wages since the 
spinners of worsted yarn could spin faster than wool could be combed. 
Demand was stronger than supply. Wool-combers became members of an 
affluent working class and there are stories of combers in some places going 
around with the old white five pound note stuck in their hat band to indicate 
to all and sundry just how wealthy they were. Sometimes, when the spinners 
resisted the claims for higher pay, strikes and disorder took place. 

The pressure was on, therefore, to mechanise the process. In 1790, Edmund 
Cartwright, better known for his power loom, took out patents for a wool-
combing machine. It attempted to mimic the hand action of the wool comber 
and was nick- named 'Big Ben' after a local prizefighter, since it could do the 
work of twenty men. These machines were tried in places, but the ultimate 
verdict of those who installed, and those who operated them, were that they 
were a comparative failure, the quality of the combing being much inferior 
to that of an experienced hand comber. Several attempts to make a more 
efficient machine were tried in the years which followed. Strikes and the 
demands of the combers for higher wages and the obduracy of master 
spinners became the necessity of invention. Collier, Lister and Dawson 
separately invented machines which were tried in a number of places, but 
failed. The most significant development was by Heilmann who in the 1820s 
conceived the use of 'the nip' which held the fleece at one end while it was 
combed by circular drums, and then nipped it at the other when the process 
could be reversed. 

It was not until 1851 when Lister, with his mills in Bradford, and Isaac 
Holden of Oakworth collaborated in the design of a machine which was 
known as the Square Motion. Finally James Noble, who was a working 
mechanic, took out a patent in 1853 on a machine which gave satisfactory 
results. This machine was a circular structure two feet from the ground which 
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had within it two smaller rotating drums. All rotated in one direction and an 
arrangement of pins combed the wool and the long staples were separated 
out ins long sliver to make the top, which then could be wound conveniently 
around a central core. The Noble machine was the one which was generally 
adopted in England, though the other systems were used elsewhere. 

These dates for the development of machine combing are very significant 
for the progress of the industry in Haworth. In the early years of the nineteenth 
century those engaged in the process at Haworth no doubt shared the 
prosperity which came to wool-combers elsewhere in the early part of the 
nineteenth century, but the 1850s were surely the turn of the tide with the 
emergence of machines which could comb quickly and also give tops of 
reasonable quality. There would be a time lag before mill owners could realise 
that such machinery existed and before textile machinery manufacturers 
could make the new machines in quantity so as to fulfil orders. However, 
both Lister and Holden were local, and surely would get their invention into 
their mills without much delay. How then did the cottage industry of hand 
combing fare in Haworth? It was established in the seventeenth century, but 
when did it peak, when did it die? 

Data from the national censuses of 1841,1851 and 1861 cover the important 
period when the Bronte's were in Haworth. One must note that the census 
data apply to the whole of Haworth Township, which includes not only 
Haworth village, but Stanbury and Oxenhope. The number of wool-combers 
in the census district for 1841 is 730, for 1851 1260, and for 1861 332, indicating 
that the peak year of the trade's prosperity was somewhere round 1851. After 
that the trade is dwindling with the introduction of the new combing 
machinery in local mills. The 1841 details show what appears to be a fairly 
settled pattern for the trade, and there are a number of household units where 
more than one is engaged in wool-combing. Mostly this seems to be a husband 
and wife partnership, although also there are many father/son combinations. 
The number of those who are engaged in the trade averages out at about 1.5 
per household. There are also nineteen wool-combers who are shown as 
having another occupation. Eighteen of these are farmers and one is a carter. 

The returns for 1851 show a much more turbulent situation, as if all and 
sundry are trying to leap onto the bandwagon created by demand in one 
industry. The household units engaged in wool combing are larger. For 
instance, there are the Jowetts of Grown Out, a local place name. Man and 
wife and three sons are involved in the enterprise of wool-combing. The 
average number in one household engaged in the trade in 1851 is now 1.9. 

There are also thirty eight farmers engaged in the trade, and others with 
second occupations other than wool-combing. These include four grocers, 
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one butter dealer, one clock doctor, and the sexton at Oxenhope church. The 
census also refers to various family members who are 'assistant wool-
combers'. These comprise eleven wives, four sons, two daughters one 
stepdaughter and one nephew. All the wives who are assistants are in their 
late teens and early twenties and the various children are all under the age of 
ten. One gets the impression Wall hands to the pump'. There is something 
of a downside in that there are eleven wool-combers who are paupers, one 
who is on public relief, and one who is insane. It seems that the boom also 
had its casualties, even driving someone mad. 

The returns for 1861 show a very different situation. Numbers involved 
in the trade are reduced to 332, only a quarter of what they were ten years 
before, and less than half of the numbers reported twenty years before. More 
significantly there are six machine wool-combers in the list and a whole 
tranche of people designated as hand wool-combers. The separation of the 
categories seems to indicate the awareness that the trade is changing 
drastically. Nevertheless, there are still 245 who are designated in the category 
of wool-combers, although one suspects that various enumerators have put 
down the general, traditional title without further thought as to whether 
they belonged to the old regime of hand combers or the new regime of 
machine combers. What seems to be significant is that those designated as 
hand wool-combers seem to be located in clusters, as though people in a 
certain place have decided to stick to the old methods together. There are 
still ten farmers engaged in the trade, together with one gardener and one 
gamekeeper. It would seem that the attraction of having two occupations is 
now less favoured. One suspects that in multiple occupations the order of 
things is that the principal work is now farmer, or gardener or gamekeeper, 
and that wool-combing is the subsidiary, but it is impossible to be sure. Only 
one assistant appears, and there is the category of "former wool comber" 
which gives an ominous ring to the situation. 

Another set of information about life in Haworth in the first half of the 
nineteenth century can be found in the Parish Church registers for marriages. 
After changes which followed the Reform Act of 1832, and the establishment 
of a national system for the registration of births, marriages and deaths, 
regulations were imposed upon the Church of England to keep detailed 
records. For marriages these had to be made in a standard form which 
contained not only the occupations of bridegrooms and brides, but also their 
father's occupation. Thus it is possible to trace occupational change across 
two generations. In using the data from Haworth Parish Church records 
there is the advantage that since Oxenhope parish was created in 1847, and 
the building of the church in 1849, the people married at Haworth tend to be 
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from Haworth or Stanbury, and not farther afield, as they were in the census 
returns. Another advantage is that data from the registers are more workable 
for historical analysis since one can see movement over a shorter time scale 
than the ten year intervals of the national census. Thus the analysis of those 
bridegrooms who presented themselves for marriage over a period between 
1839 and 1869 could be made using two year intervals. It was also possible to 
obtain data not only for wool-combers, but also for hand loom weavers. We 
can therefore chart the relative movements of these two textile trades. 

It is obvious that Haworth was a wool-combing village. In 1839 30% of 
bridegrooms had the occupation of wool-comber and in 1849 this had grown 
to 68%.1845 to 1849 were the boom years, and when Babbage came in 1850 
he came at the worst possible time to view the effects of the industry on 
village life. The peak year for the wool-combing trade was 1847. 

The rapid decline of the trade is indicated in the downward plunge of 
numbers of wool-comber bridegrooms coming for marriage through the 
1850s to 1861, which represents a catastrophic decline in the trade. Entries in 
the registers show that hand wool-combing lingers on for a few years, but 
peters out by the end of the 1860s. By that time the occupation of machine 
comber is making it appearance. It is also obvious that the old staple trades 
of comber, weaver, quarryman, farmer, are giving way to a wider range of 
occupations more typical of general village trades and services. The growing 
specialisation of work in the mills with the onset of the machine age has 
created differentiation of tasks in textile manufacture as the industry grows. 

It is interesting to see however, that even in the earlier period the job 
structure of Haworth was not entirely monolithic. Haworth trades even then 
displayed progressive features. In the register of 1843 there is a bridegroom 
engine fitter, which indicates that already a local mill was powered by a 
steam engine. The presence of a collier in that same year indicates that the 
seam of coal on the moor was still being worked, but its poor quality would 
indicate that perhaps this was to fuel the pots of the combers than to raise 
steam in the engine's boiler. 

Comparing the trade of weaving to that of wool-combing, it is interesting 
that the decline in hand weaving in Haworth was in the mid 1840s which 
seemingly follows what must have been the introduction of power looms 
into local factories after the improvements on the original Cartwright 
prototype. The proportion of bridegroom weavers coming for marriage in 
1839 is 30% of all bridegrooms, falling to a low of only 8% in 1847. This trade 
picks up in the 1850s, as wool-combing declines, and in 1861, when there are 
no wool-combers coming to marriage in Haworth, the proportion of 
bridegrooms who are weavers is 45%. Mills are becoming more prosperous 
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and local trade is developing, and men, once combers are now being 
employed in power loom weaving. 

From the registers we have also the details, not only of bridegroom's 
occupation but also that of the bridegroom's father. Not all of the bridegrooms 
who were wool-combers had fathers in the same occupation, but a good 
proportion had and the relationship of those who had and those who had 
not fathers in the same profession varied over the years between 1839 and 
1867. The relationship of father's and son's occupation in the registers shows 
that the older generation were also influenced by the economic circumstances 
of the 1840s when combed wool was in short supply. They changed their 
jobs and entered the trade of their sons, the trade of wool-combing. They 
seem, however, not have been as responsive to the new opportunities as 
their sons have been. You can't teach old dogs new tricks and this might 
have been the reason why they hung back. 'It's not going to last,' you can 
hear some say, 'I'd rather stick to what I know.' The older generation obviously 
had an innate conservatism. It is seen not only in the rise of the trade in 
Haworth, but also in its decline, for looking at the figures for the later years, 
1859 to 1873, fathers hung on to their old trade of hand wool-comber a number 
of years after their sons have abandoned it. Data throughout the years show 
that the older ones have been resistant to the chances and changes which the 
wool-combing trade has presented, neither getting into the trade as quickly, 
nor getting out of it, as quickly as their sons. This analysis also seems too 
confirm that the height of the trade was somewhere around 1847. 

There were also a number of bridegrooms who had fathers not in the 
same trade as themselves, but in some other occupation, farming, quarrying 
or mining. Sons have mostly been tempted to follow their father's into father's 
occupation and that is evidently what is happening in wool-combing before 
1841. 30% of sons followed their father into wool-combing. It is as if the 
father says to his son, 'It's done me all right lad throughout my life, you'll be 
all right doing the same thing'. After 1841 there are more sons and fathers 
with the matching occupation of wool-comber, and what is happening is 
that round about 1841 some son's have said to their fathers, "Dad come into 
wool-combing, you can addle much more brass than you're getting now", 
but after 1845 they seem to be going off the idea and perhaps going back to 
their old occupation. Again the indication is that sometime around the mid 
to late 1840s the trade was at its peak in Haworth and by 1855 the numbers 
of fathers still in wool-combing is much the same proportion as they were 
sixteen years before. 

The information can be done in a different way which shows that between 
1841 and 1845 fathers were going from other occupations into wool-combing 
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with this tendency at a peak in 1847, and after 1847 they were getting out of 
the trade and gaining a living by some other occupation. 

In the years that Patrick Brontë was incumbent of Haworth, from 1820 to 
his death in 1861, Haworth was and unsanitary place, but a busy, and even 
by the standards of the time, an affluent village. Wool-combing had by then 
been the one of the main occupations of the villagers. It was the last of the 
main textile processes to be mechanised which resulted in a mini boom for 
wool-combers when, between 1839 and 1860, their product was in short 
supply. Manufacturers could spin worsted yarn and weave worsted cloth 
much quicker than their raw material could be supplied. In Haworth the 
influence of this economic pressure was particularly acute, for it had long 
been a centre for hand combing in the production of shalloon cloth. The 
whole village felt the effect of the boom in the trade, many were draw into it 
who had been there before and households became organised in productive 
units with everyone taking a part. The peak year was 1847 and by 1869 it 
was gone. Wool-combing passed from a hand process to a machine one. 

If one is to assess truly the achievements of the Brontë family and especially 
the ministry which Patrick Brontë and his curates had to exercise in Haworth, 
then it must be taken against the background of how the majority of the 
people of Haworth lived, laboured, and earned their bread. 

Sources. 
English, W. The Textile Industry Longmans, 1969 
Haworth Paris Marriage Registers, 1754-1766 
Haworth Parish Marriage Registers, 1837-1900 
Lepson, E. The history of the Woollen and Worsted Industries, Frank Cass, 1965 
The National Census. Haworth Township Returns, 1841, 1851, 1861 
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JOHN WOOD: BRADFORD'S FATHER OF FACTORY REFORM 

By Astrid Hansen 

In twenty first century Bradford it seems almost irrelevant, and certainly 
unfashionable, to recall how much significant pioneering social work arose 
in the town. In the appalling living and working conditions that developed 
in industrialising centres during the nineteenth century, it should be a source 
of pride that there were some who could see beyond profit and were prepared 

1,1 

Figure 1: Plan of Bradford (1832) showing land owned by John Wood 
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to speak and act. Bradford rightly has a statue of Richard Oastler, but nothing 
to commemorate John Wood, without whom Oastler might not have taken 
up the cause for which he is remembered as the children's friend and the 
'Factory King'. 

Who, then, was this John Wood? 
He was born in Bradford in 1793, the son of John Wood, a manufacturer 

of combs and other items in the fashionable horn, ivory and tortoiseshell. 
John Wood senior prospered and moved from his original works in Roebuck 
Yard in the Market Place to larger premises at Goodman's End. John junior 
did not join his father in this business but, foreseeing the growth of the textile 
industry, asked to be apprenticed to Richard Smith, owner of a large spinning 
concern. 

By 1812 he was ready to setup on his own account ina small mill built for 
him on his father's land at Goodman's End, later to be known as the Old 
Mill. His premises included warehouses and a combing shop. This provided 
much better conditions for Wood's combers than for the majority of wool 
combers, who worked at home, filling their cramped houses with fumes 
from the charcoal stoves, in 1825 the mill was expanded to accommodate 
500 workers, of whom only 37% were over 18 years old. In just a few more 
years, Wood's had become the largest worsted spinning concern in Bradford, 
and possibly in the world, employing 3,000 workers in premises covering 
seven acres around Bridge Street, Croft Street, Manchester Road and York 
Street. (Figure 1) 

in 1825 John Wood, together with mill owner John Rand, helped to settle 
the disastrous Bradford strike of woolcombers and handloom weavers. That 
same year Wood, Rand and Matthew Thompson tried unsuccessfully to 
persuade fellow-employers to reduce the working day for children to ten 
hours. John Wood was always concerned for the welfare of his own workforce 
and was able to pioneer social reform, not only because of his inherited wealth, 
but by being quick to adopt modern inventions and techniques. He used the 
increased profitability of his mill not just to generate more profit for himself, 
but to improve conditions and, eventually, to reduce working hours without 
reducing wages. 

John Wood lived at Horton Hall, the first tenant of that fine house when it 
was no longer needed as a residence by the heirs of the Sharp family. He had 
married Anne, the third daughter of Edward Temple Booth of Norwich, but 
she died at Horton Hall on April 16th 1828, aged only 30. 

It was to Horton Hall that Richard Oastler came on 281 September 1830 
to visit his friend, a fellow Tory and Churchman. Oastler, a land steward at 

-51-



Fixby near Huddersfield, was a prominent supporter of the campaign against 
slavery. His conversation with John Wood was recorded in The History of the 
Factory Movement by Samuel Kydd (1857). Kydd was a friend of Oastler and 
it is likely that his account came directly from that source. Wood said, "You 
are very enthusiastic against slavery in the West Indies: and I assure you 
there are cruelties practised in our mills on little children which, if you knew, 
I am sure you would strive to prevent." He went on to tell Oastler about 
conditions in Bradford factories, the length of working days, and the brutal 
treatment. Early next morning, Oastler went to take his leave of his host, to 
find that John Wood had not slept, but had been reading the Bible, finding in 
it what he described as his own condemnation, even though conditions in 
his mill were better than in most. He begged Oastler to pledge that he would 
use all his influence in trying to improve conditions and remove the cruelties 
practised in the textile factories. 

This pledge, which Richard Oastler later said he believed was recorded 
in Heaven, marked the beginning of his involvement in the campaign which 
eventually led to the Ten Hours Act. Much has been written about Richard 
Oastler. Less is remembered about John Wood, not only the inspiration of 
Oastler's great campaign but one of his greatest supporters in terms of both 
financial backing and active participation. 

In November 1830, John Wood, John Rand and Matthew Thompson enlisted 
the support of twenty other spinning firms for a meeting at the Talbot Hotel 
in Kirkgate to consider shortening working hours. Children generally started 
work in the mills at age eight or nine, but the supporters of the cause for 
shorter hours also knew of children as young as five being sent to work to 
help family finances, and being taken on with little attempt at protest by the 
Masters. The meeting favoured an eleven hour day for children under 
fourteen, but other Masters opposed even this modest proposal. Supported 
by Wood, Richard Oastler began his campaign with a series of letters to the 
Leeds Mercury. At Wood's instigation, the declared aim was the reduction of 
working hours for children to ten. Oastler and his supporters never swerved 
from this aim, though there were many setbacks and compromises proposed 
by others. Wood's financial help to the movement is believed to have been 
more than £40,000. 

During 1831, Short Time Committees were formed in many industrial 
towns to agitate for the desired legislation. The first organiser of Bradford's 
committee was John Hall, one of John Wood's overseers. Michael Sadler, 
M.P. for Aldborough, agreed to bring a Ten Hours Bill before Parliament. In 
addition to all he did in Yorkshire, John Wood worked at Westminster, 
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canvassing support for Sadler. 

At a big rally in the Bradford Exchange Buildings on December 27'1831, 
John Rand and Matthew Thompson found Oastler's proposals too drastic 
and favoured the eleven hour option, but John Wood, Leeds industrialist 
Ralph Taylor, and two of Bradford's most distinguished medical men, Dr. 
William MacTurk and the surgeon William Sharp, strongly defended the 
Ten Hours Bill. John Rand was converted to their cause, but Matthew 
Thompson parted company with them. It was at this meeting that the Revd 
George Stringer Bull, curate of Bierley, first joined the movement, soon 
becoming one of its leaders. 

To generate publicity and support for the Ten Hours movement, Oastler 

organised a massive rally in York at Easter 1832. On Easter Monday, columns 
of people from the West Yorkshire towns assembled in Leeds. Then they 
marched through a night of pouring rain, the twenty two miles to York. Castle 
Yard was a traditional site for meetings of social and political importance, 
and here 12000 people heard speeches from Oastler, Sadler, Wood, Bull and 
others. The rain continued, and all these people, many ill-clad and 
undernourished, faced the journey back. Parson Bull went throughout York 
hiring as many covered vehicles as could be found, for which John Wood 
paid. 

Even in Wood's own mill in 1832, children were working from 6 a.m. to 7 
p.m. with a thirty minute break for breakfast and forty minutes for dinner, 
although conditions were much better than in most places. The premises 
were clean and there was a weekly medical inspection by William Sharp. In 
addition, overseer John Hall had authority to send sick children to Sharp's 
dispensary, at John Wood's expense. Punishment by beating was forbidden, 
although it did sometimes happen. Wood's preferred system was to reward 
good work and behaviour with small bonuses and make badly behaved 
children carry a card stating their fault. Joseph Fieldhouse, in his history of 
Bradford, describes this as a particularly humiliating punishment, but it must 
have been preferable to the beating with straps or ropes and the frequent 
blows to the head that were routine in most places. 

In October 1832, after the death of his father, who left a legacy of £500,000, 
John Wood opened a school for his factory children. The opening was attended 
by most of Bradford's clergy, Wood's friends, workpeople, children and their 
parents. They heard how he had taken on extra employees so that 500 children 
could leave their machines and attend school part time. Education was free 
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and all employees under 
eighteen were allowed to 
attend for an hour a day. A 
few poor or crippled 
children who did not work 
there were also allowed to 
attend. As well as reading 
and writing, the girls were 
taught knitting and 
sewing, for Wood apprec-
iated that girls who worked 
in the mill from an early 
age had little chance to gain 
skills they would need as 
wives and mothers. 
Records from the time 
show that although Wood 
paid above average wages 
to his adult workers, he 
paid below average to 
under twelves. Neverthe-

less the conditions and Figiire2:Jolni Wood (1793-1871) 
educational opportunities Re7, roducedfroin J.T. Ward 'Two Pioneers in 
meant that there were Industrial Report' (The Bradford Textile Society 
always more children Journal, 1963-4, p.37) 
applying to work there 
than he could employ. School was so popular that the threat to deprive 
children of their turn there was an effective means of maintaining good 
behaviour at work. Matthew Balme was appointed as schoolmaster and under 
his care it became one of the most famous factory schools in the country. 
Later he too was a leading Tory factory reformer. Even when the 1833 Act 
brought in compulsory education for factory children, many employers 
simply had them gathered in a corner of the works and 'taught' by shall-
educated labourer. At Wood's, they met at first in a large room set aside for 
schooling, but soon a school was specially built within the mill precincts. 
A visitor from the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge reported 

favourably on Wood's adult employees, finding a lack of vice and 
drunkenness and men on good terms with their master. In the Society's Penny 
Magazine of 16th November 1833, an article headed 'A Well Conducted Mill' 
describes conditions in both factory and school: 
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a mill as clean, as light and as comfortable as a drawing room. The 
children, on resuming their work after school, had not lost their 
cheerful look and set about their tasks in a manner which proved that 
they were anything but irksome to them. Seats are provided for when 
they are not actually employed." Wood escorted the visitor. "The little 
workpeople seemed quite delighted to see their employer. He 
appeared to be more like a father among them, and an affectionate 
one too, than like a Master. 

The picture is probably somewhat rosily painted, but there can be no doubt 
that a genuine effort had been made to improve conditions for the workers. 
(Figure 2) 

Introducing the second reading of his Bill in 1832, Michael Sadler referred 
to: 

Mr. Wood - to mention whose name is to kindle at once the most 
enthusiastic feelings in the bosoms of the honest operatives of the 
North, and to whom is due the honour of originating and supporting 
this attempt to regulate the labour of children, and who, while he has 
conducted his own manufacture with the greatest humanity and 
kindness, has still earnestly sought to ameliorate the general condition 
of the labouring poor. 

Sadler had only been allowed to introduce the second reading on condition 
that he agreed to the setting up of a Select Committee to investigate factory 
conditions. He knew that this was simply a delaying tactic and protested 
that enough was already known, but had no choice but to agree, or drop his 
Bill. 

The General Election later in 1832 dealt a blow to the cause. Michael 
Sadler's Aldborough seat was abolished and he failed to be elected for Leeds. 
In January 1833 Parson Bull persuaded Lord Ashley (later Earl of Shaftesbury) 
to take over parliamentary leadership and again John Wood provided 
support. The Select Committee's report, very favourable to the Ten Hours 
Bill, was followed in early 1833 by a Royal Commission concentrating on the 
employers' point of view. 
A huge amount of work and agitation followed, by supporters and 

opponents of the Bill, admirably set out in The Ten Hours Parson by J.C.Gill. 
Eventually, so many modifications to Lord Ashley's Bill were brought in, 
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that he declined to present it, but handed it over to the Government and the 
Leader of the House, Lord Althorp. Althorp's Act provided restriction of 
working hours for children between nine and thirteen years to eight hours 
plus two hours schooling. Under 18s were restricted to a twelve hour working 
day. Unfortunately this version left many loopholes and there were abuses 
of this Act, with unscrupulous manufacturers working children in relays so 
that adult workers could keep the machinery running for longer, and 
provisions for inspection and penalties were flouted. (The Ten Hour Bill as 
envisaged by its early supporters had to wait until 1847). Richard Oastler 
was so angry at evasions of the 1833 Act that he advocated sabotage in the 
mills. His position became too extreme for John Wood, who had no further 
contact with him. However, he did contribute to the Testimonial Fund set up 
in 1838 when Oastler was dismissed by his employer, and later when Oastler 
was imprisoned for debt he sent £100. 

At John Wood's mill, as well as observing the requirements for children, 
hours for all were reduced to ten with no reduction in wages. In November 
1833 he altered the children's hours so that they started at 8a.m. instead of 6 
a.m. Parents held a public meeting to thank him and to call upon other Masters 
to follow. 

Among all this activity, John Wood found time to look to his private life 
and in 1832 began paying court to Annis Elizabeth Hardy, one of the twelve 
children of John Hardy. John Hardy became one of Bradford's first two 
Members of Parliament, with John Wood working on the hustings. In 1833 
John and Annis were married. 

In December 1834, overseers at the mill asked parents to let their children 
sing carols for Mr. and Mrs. Wood at Horton Hall, and present an address, 
before attending Parson Bull's Christmas service at Bierley Chapel. 

In 1835 John Wood took his half cousin William Walker into partnership in 
the firm, which became 'Wood and Walker'. Wood gradually withdrew from 
the business and Walker became managing partner, maintaining the 
philanthropic tradition and continuing to provide the pensions Wood had 
instituted for his old workers and those who had worked for his father. 

In 1836 Wood provided a large public clock on his mill at Goodman's 
End. The same year, he made another significant contribution to the 
educational scene. In addition to the factory school, there was urgent need 
for a day school for those children whose parents were able to let them go to 
school instead of straight to work. John Wood purchased a site among the 
pleasant green fields of Manchester Road and provided St. James' School 
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and St. James' Church and vicarage, at a cost of £14,000 plus an annual 
endowment of £350. The school accommodated 40 boys, 30 girls and 60 infants 
at a charge of 2d or 3d per week (depending whether they wished to learn 
writing). The school was built first, "so that there might be prepared living 
stones by the time the material church was ready to receive them." On October 
31' 1836 a crowd of about 20,000 watched John Wood lay the foundation 
stone of the church. He said, "So connected as I have been with you all and 
with what has been called the prosperity of this town, that I feel the most 
solemn obligation to do what will promote your present and eternal interest. 
For while our town has increased in its inhabitants and its dwellings, the 
places of religious instruction are lamentably inadequate." 

He invited George Stringer Bull to become the first incumbent and he 
built up an active church life. St. James' was intended to become an 
autonomous parish, with the agreement of the Bishop of Ripon, in whose 
diocese Bradford then was, and the Vicar of Bradford, Revd Henry Heap. 
Differences with the next Vicar of Bradford, Revd Dr. William Scoresby, meant 
that Mr. Bull moved to Birmingham and St. James' was closed for several 
years from 1840. Parish status was eventually granted and lasted until the 
church was closed in 1965 due to demographic changes. 

In 1837, the Woods began their move to Alton in Hampshire where John 
bought Thedden Grange. Having determined on the life of a country 
gentleman, he applied for a grant of arms, the heraldic design of his shield 
being of three woodmen in red having on their left arms a silver shield each 
with a red flowered cross and in their right hands clubs resting on their 
shields with a gold band and a star of six wavy rays between two blue fleurs-
de-lys. Although support for factory reform cut across political and 
denominational divisions, most of the leaders in the West Riding were Tories 
and Evangelical Anglicans. The extent to which his Christian faith drove 
John Wood's actions is underlined in his choice of motto, Non Ligno Cruce, 
which translates as 'Not by Wood, by the Cross'. 

He spent some time in Bradford until 1840 but thereafter seems to have 
taken up the life of a country squire, selling his share of Wood and Walker to 
William Walker in 1854. There is nothing to indicate why he moved so far 
away, rather than look for a Yorkshire estate for his retirement. Perhaps his 
friendship with Lord Ashley took him south, perhaps proximity to all that 
London had to offer, perhaps a less than friendly relationship with northern 
textile magnates of his own social standing, perhaps something as simple as 
the climate. Perhaps he despaired of any further progress after all the effort 
and the disappointing compromise of Lord Althorp's Bill. He himself 
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destroyed his personal papers, not believing his life would be of any interest. 
In 1840 he added to his property by buying the adjoining Shalden Manor, 

an estate which pre-dated the Norman conquest. The principal house on the 
estate was an eighteenth century farmhouse which John Wood had re-roofed 
and improved and which became known as Shalden Manor. In 1854 he built 
a chapel, now demolished, close to Thadden Grange, and in 1865 he built a 
school at Shalden, restored the rectory, and replaced the tiny Norman church 
of St. Peter and St. Paul with the present building. 

After John Wood's departure, William Walker continued the fight for a Ten 
Hours Bill, joining Lord Ashley and the Lancashire textile men John and 
Thomas Fielden and John Fielden junior in a delegation to the Home Secretary 
and by June 1" 1847 the Bill had finally been passed by both Houses. Next 
day there was a meeting at the Kings Arms Hotel, New Palace Yard, London, 
where keen supporters James Mills and Lord Feversham proposed the 
movement's thanks to Wood, Walker, Oastler and Bull. There was a similar 
resolution by the Lancashire reformers at the Red Lion Inn in Manchester. 
A souvenir placard was produced, printed in gold, which bore the portraits 

of Wood, Walker, Oastler and Bull among the 'Distinguished Advocates of 
the Ten Hours Bill'. William Walker provided a huge celebration on June l7 
in the park at his home, Boiling Hall, when all 3,000 workers from Wood and 
Walker's were provided with tea, milk, ale, sandwiches and cake. 

William Walker retired in 1860. By this time the mill was less profitable, 
partly due to technological changes, partly to the long tradition of generosity 
by the owners. Walker's sons had followed different careers and were little 
interested in the family firm. Walker died in 1867 and a few years later the 
site was sold to the Yorkshire and Lancashire Railway Company. The firm 
and the factory school are listed in White's Directory of 1875, but not in the 
1881 edition. 

John Wood died at Thadden Grange on February 281 1871 and is buried in 
Shalden churchyard. Many fine men took up the cause he first urged but 
there can be no doubt that his conversation with Richard Oastler in 1830 was 
the catalyst for the Ten Hours Bill, and his support and encouragement against 
heavy odds played a major part in bringing it to fruition. Bradford should be 
proud of such a son, 
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ROBERT MILLIGAN, DRAPER AND MERCHANT, 

AND THE COMMERCIAL GROWTH OF BRADFORD (1810 - 1850s) 

By Cohn F. Eastwood 

In many ways Robert Milligan is an excellent illustration of the way in which 
Bradford developed from a small market town into a city. Robert came to 
Bradford in 1810. Before that he had come from Scotland to help his brother 
John in Crosshihhls with his drapery business. He had been a packman, as 
they were called, going round the villages and farms around Keighley and 
area. Today he might be called a door-to-door salesman. 

We do not know why he decided to go to Bradford, rather than Leeds or 
Halifax, which were at that time the major markets for the wool industry. 
Perhaps it was because Bradford had a spur from the Leeds and Liverpool 

IM! 
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Figure 1: 
I Approximate site of Robert Milligan's first shop. 
2 Approximate site of Robert Millignu's second shop. 
3 Approximate site of Robert Milligan's third shop. 

4 Approximate site of Robert Milligan's first whorehouse. 
I Approximate site of Milligan Forbes. 
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Canal, (this was before the time of the railway) and he might have seen it as 
a place ripe for development. We know that wool was coming to Bradford 
from Australia via the canal as early as 18271 and that Bradford textiles were 
being sent to Manchester and elsewhere by the canal. Brother John at 
Crosshills was very near the same canal, so Robert may have had a good 
idea of the potential value of the canal. 

Robert took a house and shop at the top of Westgate.(Figure 1) There was 
not much more to Bradford than Westgate, Kirkgate, and Ivegate in those 
days. You were soon into the fields. There were, of course, other houses and 
shops, but Kirkgate and Westgate were the main streets of business. He 
opened his draper's shop at the weekends, whilst continuing to be a travelling 
packman during the week. 'Very soon the place proved too small for the 
number of customers, and he removed to larger premises at the bottom of 
Westgate'? 

Then, in 1817, Robert moved into Kirkgate, next to the Talbot Inn, which 
was very near the Piece Hall, the place of buying and selling of cloth. Robert 
obviously had an eye for business. One thing he did at his shop in Kirkgate 
was to install shop windows, then unheard of in Bradford: 'Here he took out 
the lower portion of the building, replaced it with windows on two sides of 
the shop which attracted people from all the surrounding district who came 
to see the place 'all glass" (Figure 2).3 Most likely he would have seen glass 
fronted shops in London when he went down there on business. 

From a receipt in 1823 we 
know that he was selling 
bombazines (twilled dress 
material used for mourning), 
satins (silk fabric with a glossy 

M  19 N surface on the one side which 
B' 

) 

Figure 2: Robert Milligan's Shop on 
Kirkgate, to the right of the Talbot Hotel, the 

shop 'all of glass'. 
(Scruton, Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old 

Bradford, 1889) 
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slippers), sarsnet (a fine soft silk, 
perhaps used chiefly for linings, 



black silk and used for mourning, for example as a band round a hat), and 
pelisses (which were women's mantles with armholes or sleeves, reaching to 
the ankles).' In the advert it said that Robert Milligan had just returned from 
London with his goods for sale. It should be appreciated that Robert Milligan's 
journey to London at that date was no mean feat. There were no railways, so 
it would be a long journey by coach. And think of the transporting of all the 
goods back to Bradford, most likely by packhorse! He also sold household 
items; a receipt in 1827 was for worsted lace, a 'table cover', oil cloth, and 18 
yards of stair carpet. The whole lot came to £4 17 6d, but £4 17 Od for ready 
cash!' 

On New Year's Day, 1831, Robert Milligan officially entered into 
partnership with Henry Forbes as merchants in the firm of Milligan Forbes. 
First he needed a warehouse. This he found in Piccadilly in 1832. The 
warehouse was three stories high, with cellars underneath, and offices or 
counting house. It backed on to Dale Street, and there was a yard in Cheapside, 
which was the next street beyond Dale Street. 

The significance of being a merchant in the wool trade in Bradford needs 
to be appreciated. If a merchant came from Leeds or Halifax, bringing all his 
goods with him, and if he did not sell anything, or not very much, he had to 
cart all his goods back to his warehouse again, at his own expense. To be a 
merchant in Bradford, therefore, could be said to be a very astute move. So, 
also, from the customer's point of view; to have permanent merchants in 
Bradford made business much easier. 

It also needs to be appreciated that round about 1836 and 1837 was the 
beginning of the production of worsted (Or stuff, sometimes called worsted 
stuff). This was the mixing of wool and cotton, weaving them together, and 
producing a cheaper material than pure wool, mainly because it could be 
mass produced by machines. Titus Salt was one of the great innovators mixing 
alpaca and cotton by 1836. (Alpaca was llama wool. It had only come to 
England in 1832). The difficulty was to blend wool and cotton together. It 
was one of Robert's brothers, James, who has been credited with being the 
first to achieve this. James was the twin brother of William, who was a 
manufacturer of hosiery in Dumfries. James came to Bradford, first as a 
merchant assisting Robert, but then he became a manufacturer. It was about 
1837 that he did various experiments using a cotton warp with a wool weft. 
Also on the manufacturing side was yet another brother of Robert's, Walter, 
who also began his career in Bradford as a draper. Then in 1834 he became a 
manufacturer in Harden, near Bingley. By 1842 he was a worsted 
manufacturer, with his son in due course. 

We have noted that Robert Milligan went into partnership with Henry 
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Forbes in 1831. Henry Forbes had a dynamic personality. 'Mr Milligan and 
Mr Forbes were well qualified to make a pair; the energy and push of the 
one seconding the sound judgement and steady perseverance of the other 1.6 
The most significant saying of Henry Forbes, with relevance to the worsted 
trade, was 'Rather produce a large quantity at a small profit than a small 
quantity at a large profit'.' He was talking about selling in bulk, which was 
the merchant's job. In particular he was referring to the stuff trade. This was 
the businessman speaking, coupled with the salesman of course! He could 
see the advantage of bulk or mass production of worsted, and that of the 
wholesaler, the merchant, being able to sell large quantities - and being able 
to make large profits! John James, the chronicler of the worsted industry, 
goes so far as to say: 'It is universally admitted that the great growth of the 
merchant system here, is, in a great degree, owing to the ability and enterprise 
of Henry Forbes, Esq., and to him Bradford is much indebted'.' 

Another partner in the firm of Milligan and Forbes was Nathaniel Briggs, 
the brother of Phoebe, Robert Milligan's wife. Nathaniel apparently was an 
expert judge of a piece of cloth (as befits a good Bradford man!). A little later 
in the century it was said of Nathaniel Briggs: 

No one for many years has been better known or more universally 
respected in commercial circles in Bradford. As the head of the 
mercantile firm of Messrs Milligan Forbes and Co [this was after the 
death of Robert Milligan and Henry Forbes] he had the supervision 
of an extensive business, and his relations both with those from whom 
he bought and those to whom he sold were of the most friendly and 
generous character. No one, when he was in his prime, was a better 
judge of a piece of manufactured goods, and no-one was more ready 
to appreciate services rendered to his firm or his trade. Mr Briggs was 
not only related by marriage but was an essential factor in the history 
of the commercial establishment with which Mr Milligan's name was 
identified. For many years he was the buyer of goods in grey for the 
firm, and in this capacity won the confidence of all with whom he 
came in contact, not only for his ability to judge, but for his impartiality 
in judging.' 

At this point it is right to emphasize how vital it was that Robert Milligan 
had the right people to run his business, particularly as he was also heavily 
involved in local politics, becoming Bradford's first Mayor in 1847. 

Milligan Forbes moved from Piccadilly to Hall Ings in 1853 (Figure 3). 
They were by no means the first merchants to move to the Hall Ings area. 
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Figure 3: Mlligan Forbes Warehouse on Hall Ings 

Rennie Tetley (James Rennie, who had married Susan Milligan) had moved 
to Leeds Road, which was part of the Hall Ings complex, in 1847. The railway 
from Leeds to Bradford had arrived a year earlier. 

It is interesting to see how Milligan Forbes' warehouse functioned: 
• There was a basement which was devoted to the storage of blankets and 

flannels. 
• The ground floor was the counting house, 'a most elegant and 

commodious suite of offices' and the remainder of the floor was devoted 
half to grey goods, and the remainder to special descriptions of flannels. 
Most likely it was primarily concerned with men's trousers and suits. 

• The first floor was used for black goods. A lot of this material would be 
used for funerals and mourning clothes; at that time a very big thing was 
made of wearing black at funerals. It was said later that Milligan and 
Forbes did more trade in black goods than any other firm in the country. 

• Also on this floor, facing the Exchange Station, was a dining room and 
sitting room for the use of country customers, many of whom dined with 
the partners of the firm, and others, on market days in particular. 

• The second floor was used exclusively for fancy dress goods, both of 
Bradford make and foreign. So, as well as going in for the new materials, 
which much of the grey cloth would be, they were also catering for the 
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quality trade of the more traditional kind. 
• The third floor was entirely taken up with plain and coloured dress goods, 

cashmeres (shawls of fine soft wool of the cashmere goat), merinoes (soft 
woollen, or a mixture of wool and cotton material), and coloured lustre 
goods. 

• On the fourth floor the goods were received from the dyers, examined, 
measured, and folded, for consignment to the various floors. Every piece 
of stuff was ticketed and shelved according to a system so that the 
warehouseman could put his hand on it when it was wanted.'° 

All the goods did not all have to be humped up to the top floor and then 
brought down again - there were hoists worked by a 12 horse-power steam 
engine. One of the hoists descended from the top storey to the receiving 
yard and was used to carry goods to the top of the building, there to be 
scrutinized before being passed into stock. Another hoist lowered the goods 
from the stockrooms to the packers, and since this was a wholesale warehouse 
the quantities would be large. A third hoist supplied the stockrooms. A fourth 
hoist went between the ground floor and the basement, presumably moving 
large quantities of blankets, etc., into storage, and then out again when needed 
for dispatch. This hoist system was powered by steam and was installed in 
1853. 

In the 1861 Census Robert Milligan was shown as employing 3 women, 
41 men, and 10 boys; 54 people altogether. 

John James in his book on the wool trade states that the wool merchants 
in Leeds and in Manchester could not successfully compete with the Bradford 
merchants and therefore many of them moved to Bradford. The worsted 
trade had indeed become centred on Bradford. By 1851 there were 105 
worsted (stuff) merchants in Bradford, which is indicative of the growth of 
trade in Bradford in the 1840's. The Milligans, not only Robert, but his brothers 
and other relatives, had been in the vanguard. The story of Robert Milligan 
helps to illustrate how Bradford developed to become the worsted capital of 
the world. 
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DID ALLERTON HAVE A MEDIAEVAL MILL? 
(NOT WILSDEN OR ALLERTON-CUM-WILSDEN OR CROSSLEY HALL 

MANOR) 

By Kath Aired 

One of the difficulties in answering this question is the temptation to wander 
into the realms of feasible but fallible fantasy. Knights Templar and Knights 
of St. John could so easily start us off on this track. The other difficulty is the 
mixture of Allerton-cum-Wilsden, Allerton and Wilsden. Their relationship 
changes with time. It is not easy to know which is concerned in some of the 
references. 

According to Domesday Book, Wilsden was held directly from the King 
but Allerton was held via the Baron of Pontefract, that is, the de Lacies who 
were to become the Earls of Lincoln. The point at which the take-over occurred 
when the Thornton's, who were tenants of the de Lacies, acquired Wilsden is 
not certain. Usually, the probability is that Crown land was acquired at some 
time when the King was distracted, perhaps during the wars over the 
succession to William the Conqueror (1087-1100) or during the reign of 
Stephen (1135-1154). In 1248 land was given to Byland Abbey' and there are 
records of a dispute in 1252.2 In both of these it reads as though Allerton and 
Wilsden are still considered to be separate lordships. These two cases are 
referred to in a later dispute of 1580, and at that later time Wilsden is referred 
to as a 'vill' of Allerton. In 1316 and 1345 the Abbot of Byland was calling 
himself the Lord of the Manor of Wilsden3 though the Poll Tax of 1379 has 
the two township returns merged. There is evidence of land being granted 
to the Knights of St John and to Byland Abbey. Horsfall Turner,4 quoting 
Kenrick, says the Templars also received grants. The possessions of the 
Templars were supposed to be passed to the Hospitallers when the Templars 
Order was dissolved in 1312 but the King retained some of it and was slow 
to release the rest.' 

So here is the evidence, with some comments. The dates for the merger of 
Allerton with Wilsden may help you sort it out and weave your own story. 

Clue 1' From the Chartulary of Pontefract: 

Aireton CCCIII Carta Rogeri de Tornetona. Circa 1246 
I, Roger de Thornton, have ... confirmed ... all my right and 

claim ... in all the tenement which Robert, brother of Robert the Smith, 
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has held of mein the territory of Allerton, namely that assart [cleared 
land] which lies between Clitheroegate and Foxroyd, and between 
Murewell and Esterlick. And the aforesaid Robert and his heirs shall 
hold of the monks, &c. Paying thence yearly to the aforesaid monks 
12 pence ... warranty. Weight shillings of silver. [A second version of 
this adds:] And the aforesaid Robert and his heirs shall grind at my 
mill for the sixteenth measure! 

This early date suggests that this should be the mill at Wilsden but in 1246 
Wilsden and Allerton were still considered separately. So was this a mill in 
Allerton or a reference to a mill Roger held elsewhere? The defining place 
names in the grant have disappeared but it is likely that Clitherogate was the 
road to Clitheroe taken by the Earls of Lincoln and later by John of Gaunt 
when progressing through the Honour of Pontefract. Clitherogate possibly 
became Whalley Lane' later on after the progresses9 ceased and also after 
Whalley Abbey was built. The monks were at Whalley in April 1296 but it 
was not until 1340 that serious building began there. It was completed in 
1388.'° This does not help us decide where the mill was but it does help fix 
the area as being near the Allerton/Thornton border 

Clue 2 A charter roll relating to the possessions of the Knights, taken (copied?) 
in 1617 

Crosleia Manor. 
Adam de Bushwait gave to the same brethren his waste grounds 

of Crossland. Roger de Thornton one messuage and toft on Allreton. 
Henry, son of Alec de Wilsden, one acre of land in Wilsiden. William, 
son of Jordan de Man', attorned to Richard, son of Roger, to rend 
thirteen shillings yearly out of tenements in Allerton. Jordan, son of 
Henry de Denby," twenty acres of land in Crosleia. Agreement 
between the same brethren and John - of half the mill at Allerton. 
[These grants were, from the names of the grantors, made in the 131 
century.]'2 

(messuage: a dwelling house with outbuildings and land assigned 
to its use; toft: homestead) 

With no precise date for this grant, the name of the lord of the manor is not 
known. It may have been granted out by the de Lacies or still be retained. 

Crossley Hall belonged to the Knights of St John and had some 
discontiguous fields in Allerton that border Pitty Beck. The grants of these 
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Figure TI: A watersn TI!, based on a medieval illustration 

lands does not seem to be extant. Crossley was held separately to the 
surrounding areas by the Knights as a berewick (a dependent settlement 
within a manor) of Newland Priory at Normanton.'3 Henry VIII acquired it 
on the Dissolution of the Monasteries (1535-40). When the Crown sold it, it 
sold it as a manor. An inventory lists the property which was, or had been, 
part of the Manor of Crossley and also says that there was an agreement 
between the brothers and John - concerning a moiety (half or part) of the 
mill at Allerton. It gives no indication of the site of the mill." 

The Knights Hospitaller of St. John of Jerusalem were founded to tend 
ailing knights on the Crusades. In 1190 John de Lacy, Baron of Pontefract, 
had died at Tyre on the Third Crusade. His grandson, John, was overlord to 
the Thornton family from 1240 to 1258.15 Only a lord would have the authority 
to build or give away a mill so there may be a hint that John - who granted 
the moiety of a mill to the Knights, was a de Lacy, but even if he was not, the 
de Lacies were probably not averse to it. (Figure 1 is an illustration of the 
type of mill being built by the Knights at this time.) 

Clue 3 

Grant by Adam de Bollinges,'6 chaplain to Hugh [no other name given] 
of the manor of Leventhorp, with lands in Thornton, half share of the 
Mill in Alirton and a fourth part of the towns of Alirton and Clayton 
etc. Rent, a poir of white gloves. Witnesses, Thomas de Thornhill, 
Adam de batley, John de Pontefract Thomas de Thornton, Roger de 
Manigham.17 16ð Nov 1324. 
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Figure 2. 

'rniiîi7:n box PiI ,i'' 

Speculation can now become rife. Is this the same half of the mill as had been 
given to the Knights? Had that first gift been a life-time-only one? If it is the 
other half, is the mill now shared between the Knights and the lord of 
Leventhorp? Is this grant a reason why parts of Allerton stay with Leventhorp 
and the present day ward boundary deviates from the streambed? 

Clue 4 There is an Extent (a detailed survey and valuation) of the Crossley 
lands held by the Hospitallers, taken in 1338, published in Camden Society 
volume 65. No mill is mentioned. See the speculation above. 

Clue 5 

Also they say that a certain highway there at Jonyroides leading from 
the mill at Allerton to the moor by the tenement of William Allerton" 
by his default [is stopped up]. Therefore it is commanded to attach 
him against the next court.19 

The Rolls go on to say that William of Allerton, with others, had stopped up 
'a certain highway leading from Allerton as far as Bradford for carriages in 
winter.' (9 Henry V. íe about 1422) 
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This is the first indication of the site of a mill and it implies that the mill is 
still in existence at this time. Jenny Royds belonged, until recent times, to the 
manor of Leventhorp. The position of Jenny Royds can be seen on the map 
of sale of Crossley Hall lands 1758, Field maps 1800 WYAS (Bfd) 84D 77/1 
(Figure 2) or the sale plan of Miss Dawson's land (Lev 1850 LIS). 

The map shown below (Figure 3) is taken from the 1852 Ordnance Survey 
map, 6' to I mile. It shows a weir on Pitty Beck and though the goit to 
Leventhorp mill can no longer be followed, some of the course of it can be 
seen on the map. This does not appear on earlier maps so it is probably an 
Industrial Revolution development. Jenny Royds fields are marked '1'. 

Clue 6 In 1541, when the property of the Knights had been taken by Henry 
VIII, there was a Compute [a reckoning]" which listed and valued the Manor 
of Crossley. This compute was taken on the Dissolution of the Monasteries 

Figure 3:1852 O.S. Map, Jenny Royds area. 
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and the King was then selling Crossley as a Manor to William Whitmore 
and Jonas Verdon. They sold it to Sunderland family whose name is on the 
copies of deeds at Bradford Archives. No mills are listed in the compute but 
this is not surprising after Clue 4. 

So far all the references will link together but not necessarily correctly. 

Clue 7 In the Bradford Archives there is a deed dated 1551.21 In outline, it 
says that William Allerton de Allerton had a piece of ground in Allerton 
about 12 x 8 yards big. On it was to be a dam which William and his heirs 
were to maintain. William's land was beside 'Allerton Water' or perhaps 
'Allerton Spring.' John Lacy paid rent of ida year at St. Martin's in the winter. 
The dam served the mills (molendine) of John Lacy. On the back of the deed 
is written in English 'Allerton to Lacy: Grant of a piece of Ground in Allerton 
with Liberty to make a dam for Mills of John Lacy 20 Decr 5 Edwd 6 T'. The 
Allerton family lived at Allerton Grange. 

Clue 8 In the Preston Papers there is another version of this deed, (dated 
1551-2. 5 Edward IV 20 Dec) which states that there was a grant by William 
Allerton of Allerton to John Lacy esq. A parcel of ground in Allerton in length 
12 virgae [rods] and in width 8 virgae with a watercourse which ties in the 
south part of a parcel of land and wood belonging to the said William called 
Allerton Springs with licence to make a pond for the mills of John Lacy in 
the said parcel of ground. 

Comparing Clues 7 and 8 with Clue 5, is this the same Allerton family or 
the same area? John Lacy lived at Leventhorpe and was of the Lacies of 
Cromwellbottom, possibly descended from a side branch of the earlier Earls 
of Lincoln. 

William Allerton died in December 51 1567 and probate of his will' was 
granted March 5 1568. He left one 'cowe' to Thomas Cowden and a 'Violet 
Jerket' to Ann Barraclough. His wife was to get her rights. He left the residue 
to 'Willm his son and ... of Richard Allerton and to Willm Allerton younger 
son to James Allerton'. 

Ayear later this messuage, called Allerton Grange, is granted by his heirs, 
for the lifetime of William Allerton, to Thomas Gargrave. As part of this 
arrangement, the lands concerned are named. Allerton Springs is given as a 
wood. It is possible to compare the field names given with those on the Tithe 
Award map of 1840.24 There are two possible places which nearly match the 
description. Stubbing Wood has a spring, is on the south side of a field and 
there is a track for access, but the maps do not show a watercourse and it 
does have a specific name. It is about the right size. Later sale maps show 
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ownership changes from Allerton Grange to it being on Crossley Hall land. 
It is point '2'on the OS map. The building of Lower Grange Estate in 1920 
means that it it is now underneath the houses in the triangle bordered by 
Bell Dean Road, Thornton Road and Charteris Road. The second possible 
place for Allerton Spring is point '3'. It is unnamed, has a spring and a 
watercourse. There is no access and it remains Allerton Grange property. 
Since 1920 it has been beneath Bell Dean Road at its junction with Marmion 
Avenue. 

Clue 9 
1556 Hilary Term 3 & 4 Philip & Mary. Plaintiff: Robert Pylkington esq. 
Deforciants: Robert Ryshworth gent & Isabel his wife 
Property: Manor of Crossley and 6 messuages, 6 cottages and a watermill 
with lands in Allerton, Bradforth, Mannyngham and Little Bollyng.' 

Clue 10 
1566-7 Hilary Term. 9 Elizabeth. Plaintiff: John Clayton 
Deforciant: George Kaye & Johanna his wife 
Property: Messuage and a watermill with lands in Allerton? 

The Ryshworths, Pilkingtons and Kayes are all new to this story. 

Clue 11 
1567 Dec 20th 

1. John Lade of Leventhorp in the County of York esq. 
2. John Clayton of Crossleye Hall in the said County yeoman 
AWARD (for the settling of disputes) of Roger Appleyard of Allerton 
by which the second party is to have a croft of land with the 
appurtenances in Allerton, both parties are to repair a fulling or walk 
mill called Crossleye Mylne at Allerton, scour etc. the dams etc. 
belonging thereto and occupy it jointly until the death of the first party 
after which the second party alone is to occupy it to paying thereout 
to the first party's heirs an annuity of 20s.' 

From 'Two Ancient Families', in Bradford Antiquarian volume XI, we learn 
that the Appleyard family were originally of the Appleyard, later to be 
renamed The Oaks. They were of sufficient standing to be jurors for the local 
courts and to be appointed to supervise wills. The Oaks can be seen on the 
OS map. It was demolished when Rhodesway School was built. 

Clue 8 shows that John Lacy has reason to think that he had the right to 
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the mill (but William Allerton died. Did this right die with him?) and Clue 9 
shows that John Clayton now owns the land. So the twoJohns were in dispute 
and Roger Appleyard, a neighbour to both of them, acted as arbitrator. It 
seems that John Clayton got the croft, etc., immediately and they were both 
to share the mill and its upkeep until the death of John Lade when John 
Clayton was to buy out his heirs. So John Lacie's mill became that of John 
Clayton of Crossley Hall. 

Clue 12 In 1580, Richard Tempest, lord of the manor, sold '3 messuages 
and a water mill in Wylesdon and Allerton'3° to Richard Sheffelde of Hethe.3' 
Soon afterwards there was a dispute between Queen Elizabeth land Richard 
Tempest Esq. about the lordship of Allerton-cum-Wilsden. Part of the 
evidence was that 'the defendant had entered to and upon certain lands in 
Allerton, and also upon a water corn mill there.'32 The case is quoted by 
Fawcett with many an ellipse (omission), possibly indicating undecipherable 
parts of a text. The ruling is: 

Therefore and for divers other good reasons and confirmations it is 
ordered and decreed by the Chancellor and Council of this Court this 

55 February of the year of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth... that the 
said defendants shall be dismissed out of this court and that the 
defendant, his heirs ... may have and hould land, waste, and water 
corn milne in Allerton. 

Here, surely the Allerton must be Allerton not the Wilsden section of the 
manor to which the Queen refers in this action. And which water corn mill? 
The one at Jenny Royds, if it still existed, or its possible replacement which 
became the property of John Clayton? Does this link to Clues 1-5? Richard 
Tempest was to die later that year so had little time to 'have and hould land', 
waste or water corn mill. 

Clue 13 In Story of a Local Quarrel, William E Preston 33 uses Star Chamber 
documents as a base for his article. He states that the Clayton family owned 

a substantial estate in Allerton, which included that picturesque 
mansion known as Crosley Hall, for a considerable time the residence 
of the family. ... On the property was an ancient corn mill, which was 
in a state of decay in Elizabeth the First's reign' (1558-1603). 

The source of the information on Crossley Mill is not given nor does it say if 
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the mill was at the hall or on the land associated with it. Links to Clues 6 -10? 
The quarrel was between Richard Sheffield's son LewisM and Humphrey 
Clayton in 1616. Richard Sheffield held the thriving mill at Wilsden, but 
details are unclear. Could th power from a water wheel have fuelled 
antagonism? 

In considering the evidence; 
1. Clues 1, 12 and 13 refer to corn mills, due 11 to a fulling mill. The other 

references could be to either of them. The power from a wheel could be 
converted to match requirements. 

2. The earlier map shows that Jenny Royds is now enclosed and the name 
belongs to the two fields (1). They are on the Allerton side of Pitty Beck, 
the lordship boundary, but in Thornton. It is possible that Jenny Royds is 
derived from Joinyroidis (probable) and that 'joiny' is an anglicised from 
of a Norman-French word which has descended to us an 'jeun' i.e. 'new' 
or 'young' (possible), then Jenny Royds was a new clearing in the time of 
the Normans. Or it could be from 'jaune' which means yellow and is 
perhaps from the yellow of near-by Broom Hill. It might even be derived 
from (Knights of St.)John(ny) Royd. Either way it coincides witha clearing 
dated from the times of I(nights of St. John. A walk beside the stream as it 
passes through these fields shows that, between the two fords, the land 
still appears suitable for building a small dam. Not many of the references 
are to a water mill. 

3. Look at the position of the places involved and homes of the families 
concerned: Denby, Crossley Hall, Leventhorpe Hall, The Oaks and 
Allerton Grange. 

4. If there had been a 
mill, how large was the 
population it served? 
The Poll Tax of 1397 

- when Allerton was 
listed with Wilsden" has 
63 people taxed, 

Ç (compared with Brad-
ford having 8636). Split 

this in half to separate 
Allerton from Wilsden, 
and we have about 30 



untaxed and we have less than 300 people. Using Richardson's methods 
of calculation, there would be less people, possibly about 200 or 40 
households. As grain kept better unground and was made into flour or 
meal at a fairly even rate throughout the year, there would be need of 
only a small mill" such as the one in Figure 4. 
This other illustration is of a mill demolished in 1817 at nearby Ovenden.a 
It was made of stone but our Tudor mill by the spring may have been 
wooden. 

5. The Crossley Hall family papers are deposited at Bradford WYAS and 
date from 1616. There is no mention of a water mill in any of them though 
there is of a dye house at the Hall itself. This is 13 years after the death of 
Elizabeth so the mined mill could have disappeared or not be worth 
mentioning. 

6. If the mills are in different places, why? Why would a mill at Jenny Royds 
be replaced by one fed from a spring? One reason may be because of 
varying water levels and resultant floods. But could a spring provide 
sufficient water to service the dam? As this is now beneath a housing 
estate, we cannot look at it. 

7. Why would anyone who knew the area build a mill directly on the stream 
anyway? Is this a hint that the earliest mill was built by the Norman 
incomers? Ties in with consideration 2? 

So the possibility is a succession of mills. Jenny Royds à Crossley A 
Leventhorp. 

You have the evidence. What do you think? But please bear in mind that 
there is no local tradition of corn mills in Allerton and that the context of all 
these clues is unknown. A final 'clue' I found referred to an indenture of May 
1760 in which Nicholas Pollard of Shuttleworth Hall (on east of OS map) 
made over to his daughter property which included his water corn mill at 
that Hall. 11 In an article' about the Bradford Soke rights, there is mention of 
this mill. It was newly erected at that time and was nothing to do with the 
manor. Clues can be misleading. 
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6 Clue and number will be used to refer to information to make the references 
easier to find in the discussion to follow. 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society (Research Series) Volume 30, Cartulary of St. John 
of Pontefract. p. 383 
Known locally as Tom Whalley Lane, it is thought to be called after Tom Whalley. 
But it is possible and likely that Tom, living on the direct route to Whalley, took 
his name from the road, not the road from him. 
The route of the journey is partially described in the 1342 Extent. From Bradford 
it probably passed via the lands granted to Northrop in return for blowing the 
horn to announce the arrival of the progress of the Duke of Lancaster. The likely 
site was probably on the route taken. This was near Four lane Ends (J. Fieldhouse, 
Bradford, Longman, 1978; City of Bradford, 1981, p.37). It would then pass along 
Allerton Lane and Whalley Lane to Haworth, all on land of the Honour of 
Pontefract. 

00 www.aboutlancs.com/whal1ey.htm 
There is a Denby Hall in Allerton. See 'Three Old Allerton Homesteads' in Bradford 
Antiquary, vol. XI p219. See also OS map (Figure 3) 
JohnJames, The History & Topography of Bradford, Longman Brown, 1841; Mountain 
Press, 1967, p363. Compare this to the copies of deeds about the Manor of Crossley 
at WYAS (Bradford), ref Ferrand E44-46 

' YAS (RS), vol 61. Miscellanea, part 1. 
16 Taken from the Hailstone collection but printed in YAS (RS), vol 61. Miscellanea, 

part 1, p. 74. 
Fieldhouse, p. 27 

16 Adam de Bollinge was the brother of Robert who married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Roger de Thornton. She received Allerton and Thornton as her dower. (See S. C. 
Priest, 'A Boiling Household Book 1669-1687' in Bradford Antiquary, vol. X, 1962.) 
Adam seems to have held much of the family property with reversion to other 
family members. 

Or Scope and content as listed by the WYAS (Calderdale). Ref KM/38. A subsequent 
deed, KM/41 suggests that Hugh 'no-name' is Hugh Leuythorp. This gives 
reversion of the lands to Hugh's son, William. No mention of the mill is made in 
this second grant. 
The Allerton family lived at Allerton Grange. One of the other families, the 
Appleyard, lived at the Appleyard which was to be renamed The Oaks. See W. 
Robertshaw, 'Two Ancient Bradford families' in Bradford Antiquary, vol. XI, 1940-
50, p. 33, and also the Preston Papers at WYAS (Bradford). 
Transcripts of Bradford Court Rolls, Local Studies Department, Bradford Central 
Library, vol. 4, p 95 

20 WYAS (Bradford), ref: Ferrand Collection E49. 
21 WYAS (Bradford) ref. BP22 Cat 2342-2353 1551-1728 
22 WYAS (Bradford) ref. PP Box 7/2/222 Borthwick Institute for Historical Research, 

York University, ref. V17 F792. 
4 WYAS (Bradford) ref. 55D93/la,b. 
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3° Avirgaeis an indeterminate area corresponding to about a square yard, soAllerton 
Springs wood would be about 96 square yards or just over 3 perches. 

3° YAS (RS) Feet of Fines, volume 2, p199 
27 YAS (RS) Feet of Fines, volume 2, p 330 
3° WYAS (Bradford) ref. 30D/76/2/1 
21 Richard Tempest was Lord of Boiling and Thornton. He formed (leased) Bradford's 

Soke Mills. 
3° WYAS (Leeds), ref. WYL500/518. 
3° Possibly a contact through his mother, Beatrice Bradford of Hethe, See Tempests 

of Boiling Hall. 
32 William Cudworth, History of Manningham, Heaton and Allerton, 1896, p286 

Bradford Antiquary Vol X, pp 101-107 
3° Fawcett p. 20 
3° Fawcett p. 5 
3° Fawcett p. II and Bradford Antiquary (New Series) part xv, p407. 
3° West Yorkshire Archives Service, The Templars of Temple Newsam, 1995 
38 T. W. Hansen, Story of Old Halifax, p.238 
3° Cudwortl i, Ailerton, p. 315 
'° William Cudworth, 'The Bradford Soke' inBradfordAntiquary, Vol. 1, (1881), p'77 
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THE VICTORIAN CLUB CULTURE OF KEIGHLEY: 

AN IMPROVING SOCIETY? 

By Lynn Macgill 

From the early 1700s, to the 1800s in urban Britain, there was a rise in the 
number of clubs and associations and by the 1850s thousands of clubs and 
societies had emerged across the country.' Recruitment, usually male, was 
from all age groups and from a wide range of social backgrounds; from 
landowners and merchants to craftsmen, artisans, shopkeepers and some of 
the lower classes .2 Their themes ranged from political, religious and scientific, 
to leisure, sport and other interests. Keighley's societies and clubs included 
debating, friendly, gala, temperance, music and garden societies, a skating 
club and philosophical and literary institutes. There was also a photographic 
club and a cycling club, plus various sporting associations. Although the 
growth and spread of voluntary associations in the nineteenth century was 
evident in both town and country, it was chiefly linked to the urban 
environment. Voluntary organisations were frequently created by the upper 
and middle-classes in an attempt to promote change or in a bid to legitimise 
their own position in society as significant figures. To have club membership 
could elevate a man's status, equalizing him to others within a particular 
class and rendering him as respectable. It was essential for middle-class men 
to attend the right club or be involved in the correct chapel or hold a position 
in their local council if they 'wished to join the social elite of their town' and 
be reputable and respectable.' 

Keighley Land Society, 1844 -1861 
One of the earliest associations to have left a record of its presence in the 
town of Keighley was the Land Society. Due to enclosure and industrial 
expansion from the late 1700s and throughout the 1800s, land in the town, as 
in most industrial towns, was being taken for new buildings.' Evidence of 
this was given in 1857 in Mrs. Gaskell's The Life of Charlotte Bronte when she 
wrote that Keighley was 'in [a] process of transformation from a populous, 
old fashioned village, into a still more populous and flourishing town 
Grey stone abounds ... The air is dim and lightless with the smoke from all 
the habitations and places of business'.' Within the town centre, houses and 
industry were closely crammed together and consequently gardens were in 
short supply. They were usually thought to be the 'personal and private 
preserve of the upper dasses'or associated with a local ale house and therefore 
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not reputable places.6 The land society's object was to acquire land to be 
used by the working-man. It considered that rational recreation through the 
act of gardening could prove to be both educational and elevating. It would 
eventually result in a physically and morally clean and tidy citizen, thus 
improving the impression of the town. 

Land societies were groups of people that mutually assisted each other 
in purchasing a greater portion of freehold land than an individual could. 
Small portions of the land were then sold to members at a wholesale price! 
Urban engulfment had led to a romanticised ideal of the country and the 
need to own a piece of land for one's own use became very important. Thus, 
in a bid to become self-sufficient and at the same time to produce quality 
foods, the Keighley Land Society was created. The location of the Keighley 
Land Society is uncertain, as the minute books do not give evidence of this. 
However, as 'the only very small plain in the extensive parish [was] a 
raceground' it could be assumed that it was on the edge of, and yet within 
walking distance of, the town centre.' A small group of men were responsible 
for the setting up of the society in 1844. These men were John Farrar Pickles, 
Joseph Moor, John Vicars, James Walton, Valentine Fearnside and Thomas 
Brook.' This small party of members held the utopian belief that they could 
provide for themselves a self-sufficient livelihood. Reverend William Busfield 
was requested 'to use his influence to obtain sum [sic] land for the Society'. 
Six spades, four forks and a shovel were initially to be purchased, then a 
further five 'spades in adition to them ... and that they be privat [sic] property 
[and] Valentine Fearnside be the Gaffer'. 10 The society planned to help 
unemployed men by giving them paid work in the gardens. Furthermore, 
by selling their own grown vegetables and flowers the society sought to set 
up and achieve a programme of self-help and independence." Each member 
was required to work two days a week and if this was not done they would 
be fined two shillings and sixpence for not doing so. Unemployed men 'would 
be imployed [sic] at the rate of 10/- per week' .12 This suggests that work within 
the town was not guaranteed despite the increase in industry. However, as 
the fine was severe it could be construed that some members had some form 
of capital or perhaps it was hoped that a high rate of fining would act as 
sufficient deterrent. 

By 1848 the Land Society had swelled its membership and had also 
changed its name to become known as the New England Garden Society, 
suggesting that the gardens offered a reformed or visionary ideal of England. 
The Garden Society also had a Cottage Company in which members were 
shareholders (and thus capitalists). The Cottage Company owned a cottage, 



which was built by the members and adjoined an allotment called The 
Pleasure Garden. This became known as the Cottage Garden and was opened 
to the public on Sundays. It was accessible to all and could be visited by 
anyone willing to pay a small entrance fee". Refreshments were available 
for visitors in the form of temperance cordials, and flowers and vegetables 
grown by the society were sold. The 1856 rules assured all members that if 
they took part in the opening and running of The Pleasure Garden on Sundays 
they could have all monies taken at the gate and other profits for their labour. 
This was of course after expenses had been paid." 

Rules were a major part of club life and all clubs had a list of their 
regulations. The rules generally followed a similar format in that they stated 
the name of the society, listed its committee members and detailed the 
nomination procedure of the committee and their duties. This was usually 
followed by conditions of membership, subscription or otherwise and general 
rules for the running of the society. The Garden Society had a system of 
fining for not obeying the rules but this became difficult to implement as 
some members were against all rules. Problems within the society arose in 
July 1860 and the committee asked to have the power to obtain legal 
information on rules and how to apply them. Within the evidence of the 
minutes there is an impression that Valentine Fearnside was an anarchist 
and/or a utopian socialist, as they record that 'he would not allow either 
rules or committee to interfear [sic] with the gardens'. This created much 
debate and the Society had a ballot as to whether 'they were to have rules or 
not'. The committee discussed the possibility to 'controwl [sic] without rules' 
or as to whether they should try to reconcile the problem, or enforce rules." 
After this point the minutes stop and there is no further record of the society, 
suggesting that it dissolved. Whites Trade Directory of 1866 discloses that the 
following Land Society members were self-employed: Jeremiah Bastow as a 
gardener in North Street, Thomas Taylor a shoemaker, and John Pickles, 
William Moore and Joseph Stell were shopkeepers, thus signifying that they 
had the intellectual and financial resources to be self reliant." Furthermore, 
woolcomber, John Farrar Pickles, one of the main committee members, 
secretary and founder of the Society was involved in the Flour Society, which 
had developed from the need to provide quality food that had not been 
adulterated. During his membership, and after the Land Society disbanded, 
Pickles was occupied in a number of trades. In 1850 he 'supplied funeral 
biscuits and temperance cordials [whilst] offering weekly sailings to America, 
Australia and any of the British Colonies'. Later in 1860 he went on to be a 
founder member and Chairman of the Keighiey Co-operative Society." 



Utley Literary Institute, 1878- 1901 
A contrasting club to the Garden Society is Utley Literary Institute, which 
was located in the village of Utley approximately one mile north of the town. 
The list of rules and regulations was much the same as the rules of the Garden 
Society except that their penalty system was not only based on fines but also 
ultimately expulsion from the club. The rulebook was more sophisticated in 
the way in which it was set out, giving it the appearance of an official 
document. The rules were not handwritten but printed into a booklet and 
the language used was official and civic, speaking of officers and not 
committee members and appointments of members as though they were 
employed rather than voluntary. Furthermore, the rules empowered the 
committee to make 'bye-laws'. As a result, the rulebook could be mistaken 
for a local government document and the Institute could be viewed as official 
state-regulated premises. To see it as such would not be too fanciful as it was 
in effect a self-governing mini-government run by the local bourgeoisie. 

The Literary Institute was located in the school hall, which was rented 
from the church. However, there is nothing to suggest that the Institute was 
in any way attached to the church. It was more probable that it was the only 
hall large enough to house the Institute, as apart from the Roebuck Inn there 
were no other public buildings of great size in the village. Utley was the new 
middle-class suburb and the Institute would have brought this new 
community together providing a space in which they could meet, although 
the male only membership excluded women. Through the payment of 
subscriptions however, youths aged from fourteen to eighteen years of age 
could become junior members at the reduced price of nine pence per quarter. 
Ordinary membership was one shilling and three pence per quarter and 
Honorary members 'should pay not less than ten shillings per annum'. This 
entitled them Wall the privileges of the Institute' and also the authority to 
'nominate a youth for a further ten shillings'? This tells us that male youth 
were an important target group. Subscriptions could be paid quarterly. 
Membership cards were bound in the shape of small books suggestive of an 
educated society of people. From the evidence of minutes it is clear that the 
society provided a wide range of newspapers and magazines to suit most 
tastes. Local newspapers included: Keighley News, Keighley Herald, Leeds 
Mercury and Bradford Observer. Other papers provided were the Manchester 
Examiner, Yorkshire Post, Standard, Daily News, London News Graphic, Builder 
and Punch & Judy Fun, presumably for the younger members.'9 Moreover, 
free access to Utley library was made available for members. Unfortunately 
it does not say where the library was situated and as there are no archival 
resources or clues on the landscape, there is no way of knowing its location. 
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However, it must have been a private library as the Carnegie library, opened 
in 1904 and located on North Street was the first public library in Keighley?° 

The Literary Institute was created to fulfil a need for the perceived 
intellectual progress of the local community of Utley and also offered 
sociability in a semi-public space enabling its members to build a network of 
connections with other likeminded males. Club membership lists display 
the sections of the middling classes within the community. The membership 
list of Utley Literary institute included mill-owners Briggs and Shackleton, 
toolmaker William Smith, quarry owner and builder Abraham Smith, 
alongside skilled workmen such as John Heap joiner and builder, Joseph 
Fletcher hatter, Tom Sugden butcher, and in addition, William Wright 
shopkeeper, William Smith farmer, and John Rhodes council employee, derk 
and registrar of the cemetery." 

In the general rules of the Institute, rule number one sets out the 'object of 
the institute as being 'for the moral and intellectual improvement of its 
members by means of Classes, Lectures, News, Reading, and Conversation 
Rooms'.25 However, the dub also offered a retreat from the pressures of home 
and family, a male only semi-private space in which they could not only 
improve their intellect but also relax with friends. It was a safe masculine 
space where smoking was permitted, spittoons were provided, chess, 
draughts and billiards were played and magazines and newspapers supplied. 
Even a trapeze was 'fitted for the use of members'.25 The institute was heated 
with stoves, well furnished with tables and chairs, and offered a refuge from 
work and 'an alternative from home life, where an ethos of fraternalism 
replaced the ties of family'.24 Women were absent except in the capacity of 
cleaner or tea lady. Consequently this ensured that wives were at ease 
knowing that membership of the club assured their husbands were not in 
the company of other women and were therefore in a 'respectable' 
environment. This is not to say that women never entered the institute. 
Entertainment was offered and Open Days occurred even on Christmas Day, 
when the 'doors were open to the public for public inspection' and as a 
result women would have been able to accompany their husbands on these 
occasions.25 Single or unaccompanied women would be viewed to be not 
decent or respectable in an environment that was considered to be male only. 
Respectable women tended to stay in the private sphere of the home, and 
although women did attend women only clubs, they were usually limited to 
the temperance movement, welfare or church. In some towns in the nineteenth 
century, middle and working class women did set up their own debating 
societies and social and political movements.a But as there are no archival 
records of similar societies operating in the town, it is impossible to determine 
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if this was also the case in Keighley. 

Keighley Debating Society, 1880 - 1888 
Many associations were constructed around the ideas of mutual help, 
facilitating a supportive environment in which members could swap 
information.27 This exchange of ideas played a large part in the final club to 
be appraised, the Keighley Debating Society. Founded in December188O, the 
first 'private' meeting of the Debating Society took place in the lecture theatre 
at the Mechanics' Institute in the town. However, the main base for the Society 
became the room that housed the Scientific and Literary Society at 28, 
Lawkholme Lane, an area quite close to the centre of town.28 The meeting-
room also held 'several splendid and valuable collections of natural objects' 
and was 'christened The Museum' by its members. The title of museum 
would inevitably elevate the status of the Society in that it would link it to 
science, philosophy and education. The emergence of the Debating Society 
is revealed in an interesting statement written in the front of the society minute 
book and expressed at the first meeting. The statement corroborates the 
perceived reasons for the creation of the Society when it states that the 
members felt that the existing societies within the town could not fill their 
needs as they were: 

too narrow as regards their constitution to receive general support, 
and it was [therefore] unanimously resolved to create a Debating 
Society on a broad non-sectarian basis—one that should not be attached 
to any religious, political or other institution in the town, but should 
be thoroughly independent and comprehensive enough in its nature 
to aduct to membership all shades of opinion.30 

From this it would also seem that there was a struggle for authority status 
and recognition within the town at this time, and therefore the Society could 
have been an arena for consensus and in which to carve out a position of 
power. The report also affirms that 'a society modelled after this fashion 
would be well supported and have a beneficial effect on all who took part'." 
The Debating Society would have helped members to acquire the skills for 
public speaking and debating, two essential skills that were needed if a person 
wanted to be involved in local affairs and local government. This inevitably 
involved progression of an individual's career and, in addition, it elevated 
the importance of a town in that it was a statement that the town had an 
educated elite. Clearly these men were seeking not just improvement but 
also approval from their peers and the potential to raise their status. 
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For the first few meetings, from December 1880 until March 1881, the 
main topic of debate for the Society appeared to be the formulation of rules 
and the limiting of members, which appeared to be growing rather rapidly. 
Then in September 1884, it was decided that the Society had become so 
popular that it had 'grown without check' and needed to be limited to one 
hundred as the 'accommodation [was] inadequate'.32 The obvious popularity 
of the Society was most likely to be the fact that it was perceived as a society 
for gentlemen and as such had Benjamin Septimus Brigg as its President. A 
leading manufacturer in the town, Brigg was a Quaker, a Temperance Board 
member and a respected alderman on the town council. He was also on the 
Board of the Gasworks and the Special Drainage committee in addition to 
being a justice of the Peace and in 1882-3, the first Mayor of the Borough of 
Keighley.n As a result, to be a member of the Keighley Debating Society was 
to mix with the 'respectable' of society as a whole and anyone who wished to 
be viewed as superior or elite would have wanted to be associated with the 
club. Membership to the club was by nomination for membership after 
election and an annual subscription of 1/- as well as an entrance fee of 2/- at 
every meeting. This ensured that the club remained exclusive. Nonetheless, 
the Society congratulated itself on'its fair and impartial spirit in the admission 
of new members'. They included drapers, grocers, curriers, bank managers, 
aerated watermakers, factory and millowners and a minister. These men 
were all considered to be gentlemen, even when subscriptions had not been 
paid and were overdue. On auditing the accounts the treasurer assured the 
committee that a few [members were] in arrears, but they are gentlemen 
who are sure to pay' and therefore he took the 'liberty of making up the 
amount' in the assurance that he would be .35 

When it came to the business of debates, leaders were allowed twenty 
minutes to give their oration and afterwards speakers were allowed ten 
minutes to reply. No member was allowed to speak twice in one motion. At 
the end of the debate, a vote was held much in the same way as in Parliament 
and numbers declared 'affirmatives and negatives [then] pro and close'. Some 
of the rules were taken from the Saltaire Debating Society, but also included 
'several taken from the Magpis and Stump Debating Society of Trinity College 
Cambridge' thus validating the society rules with the technical language of 
an institution and giving an air of officialdom. The Society had the usual 
President, Treasurer and a committee of six, but to further enhance the 
bureaucratic authority of the society it chose to have not just one vice president 
but two and also two secretaries. Furthermore, debates covered subjects of 
national importance such as the democratic politics of England as juxtaposed 
with India and as to whether the house approved of the policy of Her Majesty's 
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ministers as contained in the Queen's speech. Further debates included diverse 
topics such as whether the House of Commons should be paid for its services, 
cremation or burial, belief in ghosts, free education for all, and the abolition 
of the Church of England.37 Generally speaking the voting was quite 
surprising and reveals a very radical outlook given the demographics of the 
membership. This group of men in the main did support the Church of 
England but not the Government. They voted for the abolition of the House 
of Lords, wanted free elementary education, were supportive in changing 
the Land Laws to facilitate allotments for labourers, were against paying the 
House of Commons for their services, and voted that museums and picture 
galleries should be open on Sundays. In 1888 the society appear to have lost 
their meeting room and planned to hold an open meeting on 2nd May at the 
Devonshire Hotel Church Green, to which they invited the Radical, Home 
Rule, Liberal and Conservative Club members. However, this meeting never 
took place and the minutes report on the 2" May 'that the final meeting be 
held in the Acorn Coffee Tavern and that the members of the political clubs 
be not invited'. The last meeting to be minuted was on 5th December 1888. 

Conclusion 
In considering three societies in Keighley, this paper has identified that clubs 
were a male domain, operating in the public sphere outside of the home and 
yet not quite in the world of business. The exclusiveness of the club 
environment meant that it functioned in semi-private. To assume that it had 
no influence outside of the association would be naïve for it did, in that it 
worked in the public realm by elevating members reputations and confirming 
respectability. Nonetheless, the impact that clubs had on Keighley is difficult 
to determine. However, the three societies offered good training grounds for 
members to learn the art of negotiation and group co-operation, and gave 
them a platform on which to practice communication skills, enabling 
members to become more articulate. Furthermore, these clubs all had well-
defined rules and regulations and a well-structured board. This authorised 
them to operate very much in the same way as a mini government and, 
therefore, was good preparation for local government. Club membership 
was 'represented as a badge of middle-class status'.38 Club membership 
helped to establish a new class-consciousness and identity for the 'middling 
sorts'. This made it possible for them to take part in local affairs, and further 
the progress of the town of Keighley. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Sources for Local Historians 
Paul Carter and Kate Thompson 
Phillimore, 2005 
230 pp. ISBN 1-86077-358-3 £17.99 

This is a magnificent book. While not, perhaps, a beginner's guide, anyone 
seriously interested in local history or undertaking serious research, will 
quickly find Sources for Local Historians an invaluable companion on their 
desk or in their attaché case. Paul Carter is Principal Records Specialist at 
The National Archives and will be known to local historians as editor of the 
pioneering transcription of the Bradford Poor Law (reviewed here last year). 
Kate Thompson was County Archivist of Leicestershire until 1990 and is 
now an archives and records consultant. A particular feature of the book is 
the authors' deep knowledge of The National Archives, whose massive 
resources may seem intimidating to many of us. 

The chapters are arranged thematically and it is worth itemising them to 
indicate the wide range of sources covered: Land; People; Transport, 
Communications and Trade; Working Life; Religion; Education; Poverty; 
Sickness and Health; Housing; Radicalism; Law and Order; National and 
Local Administration; Family and Social Life. Appendices include lists of 
major record offices and libraries; useful web sites; and useful short subject/ 
source guides. Again, a listing will interest: Parliamentary Papers; National 
Register of Archives and Archives Network Links; Equity Courts: State 
Papers; Home Office Correspondence; Records of Privy Council; Treasury 
Board Letters and Papers; Records of the Treasury Solicitor; and County 
Reports of the Board of Agriculture. There are detailed notes, a highly useful 
bibliography, and an index. 
A strength of this book is in the prose descriptions of the nature of the 

sources, historical background, the powers of the bodies who produced them, 
their organisation, and the value of the source to historians. It occurred to 
me that a reading of this book, even without any intention to use the sources 
covered, would provide a deeply insightful and alternative view of British 
history! The book is well illustrated with photographs and facsimilies, 
including some superb coloured ones. 

Bob Duckett 
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Bradford, history and guide 
Bob Duckett and John Waddington-Feather 
Tempus Publishing Ltd., 2005 
160 pages ISBN 0-7524-3702-X £14.99. 

This volume is a worthy addition to the expanding roster of Tempus's local 
history publications for our area, be they straight history or images. In recent 
years there have been volumes by Paul Jennings on Bradford pubs, George 
Sheeran on the buildings of Bradford, as well as ones on the far-flung parts 
of Wyke, Bingley, Saltaire, Haworth and Ilkley. 

The first part of the 130 pages of history in this book, as your Hon. Editor 
openly admits, is substantially based on John Waddington-Feather's 
typescript, originally compiled in the 1960s and 1970s, modified and 
shortened, but justifying dual authorship. The book fully meets its aim of 
providing a readable and popular history of the city. When originally 
prepared, the Council's libraries and museums had been responsible over 
previous generations for saving much of the raw material for writing 
Bradford's history. It is a personal pleasure for this reviewer to think that the 
material is now available for use through colleagues in the Bradford office of 
the West Yorkshire Archive Service, and that this volume will encourage a 
wider public to investigate aspects further. 

The guide which follows the history, a walking tour of the city centre, is 
an excellent snapshot at a time when redevelopment means that it already 
shows views that have changed and will change further in 2006 and beyond. 
The view down Hall Ings, for example, shows a 1960s distant prospect 
recently demolished, while the Forster Square former station frontage has 
already been partly taken down and rebuilt at an angle of 90 degrees from 
the view shown here. 

'Change is dynamic' as the introduction states; at the moment, it certainly 
seems speedy, even if some projects take an age and a multitude of proposals, 
modifications, rethinks and delays to achieve fruition. It is difficult to envisage 
what a similar guide in 2025 might contain, or with what prejudices the 
history might have been rewritten, but this volume stands as a picture of the 
here and now. 

Andrew George, West Yorkshire Archive Service, Leeds 
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The Buildings of Bradford: an illustrated architectural history 
George Sheeran 
Tempus Publishing, 2005 
128pp. ISBN 0-7524-3584-1 £12.99 

The work of George Sheeran needs little introduction to those interested in 
local architecture. Having dealt in his previous books with various aspects 
of housing, landscape gardening, and railway buildings, he has now turned 
his attention to the buildings of Bradford. Commencing with a scholarly 
introduction to the history of Bradford and its buildings, he then devotes a 
chapter to each of the main building periods in the city's history, with the 
chapter on the Victorian period being the most comprehensive, as one would 
expect. Within each chapter he examines housing, industrial, and public 
buildings, not only in the city centre, but also suburban examples, of which 
many are to be found in Great Horton and Little Horton. I found the chapter 
on twentieth century Bradford especially interesting as it is a period that has 
received little attention in the past. 

Although illustrated in black and white throughout, the 115 photographs, 
though small, are sharp, allowing the architectural details to be clearly seen. 
The stunning colour illustration of buildings on Vicar Lane on the front cover 
made me wonder if this really was Bradford - but yes, it is! John Ayres' book 
Architecture in Bradford was published in 1973 and has long been out of print. 
George Sheeran's new work brings the subject alive for a new generation 
wanting to discover and appreciate the wonderful buildings of our city, past 
and present, and at a realistic price. 

David Croft, Local Studies Librarian (retired) 

Bye Bye Broadway: A Pictorial History of Bradford City Centre 
Edited by staff of the Telegraph & Argus 
Breedon Books Publishing, 2005 
120 pp. ISBN 185983 4892 £16.99 

The massive re-development now going on in the centre of Bradford, 
combined with the discovery of many long-forgotten glass negatives and 
other photographs, prompted staff of the T&A to produce this outstanding 
pictorial record of the changes witnessed in Bradford in the last century. The 
present re-development is only one of many. 
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Unlike some of the earlier pictorial memories produced by the T&A, this 
has been produced by Breedon Books, who published the still much sought-
after Images of Bradford published in 1996, and is a high quality, hardback, 
production. 

There is a good introductory scene-setting account of the history of modem 
Bradford, followed by some four hundred high quality black and white 
photographs charting the physical Bradford. Grouped in six periods, the 
images range from aerial and roof-top shots and street scenes, to buildings, 
vehicles and architect's drawings. It is hard convey the richness provided by 
this photographic feast, so I will just identify my favourites. In the section 
'From the Edwardians to the Forties', I choose the impressive lecture theatre 
of the old Mechanics' Institute Library, the New Victoria Ballroom (opened 
in 1930), the photo of the bomb damage at the rear of Lingard's store in 1940, 
Peel Place, and the floods on 1947. From 'The Fifties', Swan Arcade, the old 
John Street Market and Town Hall Square are well documented. These are 
particularly useful for those of us who never knew them and find it hard to 
understand the nostalgia felt by Bradford's 'old uns'. This book helps. A 
particularly striking image is of the (present-day) Old Bank pub standing 
isolated in the rubble of a demolition site. 

The sixties was the Warley era, with the iconic NCP car park across from 
City Hall and the rash of glass and concrete boxes. A Woolcombers Limited 
lorry laden with bales of wool trundling through the city centre streets is a 
striking image. 'The Seventies' charts the dawn of Bradford Met. I arrived 
too late to witness the demolition of the old Exchange Station, but the wet 
and draughty Chester Street Bus Station became all too familiar and I 
remember the ABC cinema in Broadway. The photo of one of the two massive 
keystone headstones from the old John Street Market is an abiding image. 
'The Eighties and Nineties' feature, among many others, images of the re-
vamped Alhambra (remember what it looked liked before?), queues outside 
the Odeon Cinema, and the Bradford end of the M606, which disappeared 
into a tunnel under the Staygate roundabout, never tore-appear. Remember 
that? Finally we come to 'Looking for the Future'. The images here are 
dominated by the demolition of Forster Square (yet again!) and Will Alsop's 
designs, well represented, of a possible future prospect. 

David Barnett, Alan Megson, Jim Greenhali and Mike Priestley are to be 
congratulated on this fine and memorable book. 

Bob Duckett 
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A Portrait of Bradford 
John Morrison 
Halsgrave, 2005 
144 pp. ISBN 1-84114-470-3 £12.99 

This is a book containing over a hundred superb coloured photographs of 
buildings, statues, landscapes and vistas of Bradford. 'Bradford' here means 
the modern Metropolitan Bradford, including cherry blossom atAddingham 
Parish Church, the Twelve Apostles on Ilkley Moor, Newsholme Dean 
(Keighley), yachts on Doe Park Reservoir, fishermen on the Bingley canal 
acqueduct, the Shipley Glen tramway, Five Rise Locks, and Haworth's 
churchyard. 

Less weighty than a coffee table tome— thank goodness - it is, nevertheless, 
a book to keep out and drool over. Immaculately produced with high quality 
colour photography, John Morrison adds to his already impressive output 
of illustrated books. This includes Moods of the Yorkshire Dales, Moods of the 
Brontë Moors and A Portrait of Leeds. Clearly Morrison knows his Bradford 
well, from catching the best sunlight conditions, to seeking out the unusual 
and out-of-the-way and providing apposite captions - though it was a 
surprise to learn that Charlotte Brontë wrote Wuthering Heights! 

All the regulars are here: Salts Mill, Listers, Cow & Calf, Wool Exchange, 
Paper Hall, Alhambra, Cartwright Hall, Wool Exchange, the Mela, etc., but 
also a number of less familiar places feature - Judy Woods, Ian Randall's 
'Fibres' sculpture in Blaize Square, Leeshaw Reservoir, and 'The Doll's House' 
in Low Green. (I'd love to know where, precisely, the old milestone featured 
on page 90 is located.) 

The tourist market will be a major purchaser of this well-priced souvenir 
- 'furriners' deprived of Bradford's natural and man-made gems - but natives 
will get equal, if not more, pleasure from enjoying the best of Bradford. 

Bob Duckett 
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Sentenced to Death and Transportation: Yorkshire 1830-1839 
Jill Chambers 
(CD Database, 2005) £20.00 inc. p&p. Available from: 4 Quills, Letchworth 
Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 2R1( 

This is Jill chambers' latest family/local/social/criminal history piece of work. 
This searchable database records 2,476 names taken from various centrally 
held records (The National Archives, Archive Office of New South Wales 
and the Archive Office of Tasmania), rather than from locally held material 
such as magistrate's notebooks or quarter sessions records. The fact that these 
were noted in central records confirms that the cases dealt with here refer to 
what were regarded as serious crimes (including murder, rape, house 
breaking, burglary and highway robbery) and resulting in sentences of death 
and varying periods of transportation. In drawing the type of court (assize 
or quarter session) from the central records, Chambers then provides 
additional post conviction information. Thus an entry can supply (if all details 
are given in the variety of documents used) the name of the convict, age, 
trade/occupation, victim's name, offence, date and place of trial, details of 
the hulks and transport ship, 'native place' and a more miscellaneous 'further 
details' section. These come complete with the document references from 
which the details were taken. 

The database introduces us to several characters convicted for criminal 
activities in and around Bradford (as well of course across the whole of 
Yorkshire) and three examples will illustrate this. John Smith was originally 
from Huddersfield and was 36 years old when he was convicted at the quarter 
sessions at Bradford on 20 September 1834 for stealing 29 yards of woollen 
cloth. He was sentenced to 7 years transportation and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land (Tasmania) in May 1834. He had been sentenced to 14 years 
transportation for riot and machine breaking in 1822 at which time he served 
four years at Portsmouth (presumably on the hulks) before being pardoned. 
James Bradley, 25 years old and also convicted at Bradford, this time for 
stealing a silver watch, was sentenced to seven years transportation and sailed 
to New South Wales in March 1838. In the entry for Bradley, Chambers notes 
a petition for clemency at The National Archives (ref. HO 17/56 [ly 17]), thus 
pointing the researcher to new, and potentially un-used further sources. A 
final example here is that of Samuel Illingworth. He was 24 when he was 
convicted at the quarter sessions at Bradford, on 3 July 1833, for maiming 
and wounding a cow (usually signifying a dispute between the culprit and 
owner of the animal, rather than outright cruelty). He was sentenced to 
transportation for life and sailed for NSW in January 1834. Married with 2 
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children and having no previous convictions there is again a petition for 
clemency at TNA (HO 17/64 [La 19]). 

There are a couple of things which researchers would need to be aware 
of. Firstly, individual name searches are not straightforward; type in James 
Bradley (as above) and you get no returns - you can search for surnames 
(e.g.) Bradley and then scroll down to first names (e.g. James) to find the 
entry. Secondly, references to Bradford Quarter Sessions really refer to the 
West Yorkshire Quarter Sessions which had been held at Bradford (I suspect 
this is the case for some of the other named sessions). Bradford was granted 
quarter sessions status later in the 19°' century and it is advisable to chase 
cases from the original quarter sessions records through this CD to find later 
and additional information on them. Do not let these points take away the 
positives of this handy resource. It is easy to use, refers across Yorkshire at a 
prime stage in the period of industrialisation and makes use of sources not 
easily reached by Bradford based researchers. It is an excellent source for 
Bradford and Yorkshire historians. 

Paul Carter, The National Archives 

Chasing the Sixpence: The Lives of Bradford Mill Folk 
Rachel Bellerby 
Fort Publishing Ltd., 2005. 
192 pages ISBN 0 9547418 0 £9.99 

'Chasing sixpence' refers to those workers who moved from one mill to 
another looking for better pay. Rachel Bellerby doubtless spent a tad more 
than 6d. interviewing all those retired mill workers who responded to her 
plea for information (61 contributors are noted). While the older among us 
may be surprised for the need for a book about life in the mills, others will be 
pleased that such a delightful record has been made of what it was like in 
those days long past. It is hard to believe, perhaps, that so many people now 
have no experience of life before the Second World War ("What war?") and 
of the decade or so after. It was two generations ago, and we applaud the 
initiative of the author in having recorded these memories before they fade. 

Chapters cover topics such as 'The Job', 'The Waking Day', 'Bosses', 'The 
Overlooker', 'Home Life' and 'Holiday Spirit'. Here we have an interesting 
and lucid account, mostly in their own words, of the lives of people who 
worked in t' mill. It is a timely and welcome book for the younger generations 
to learn, visitors to the area to marvel, and for us old 'uns to reminisce. The 
cover, though, is more than a tad drab. 

Bob Duckett 
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Foul Deeds & Suspicious Deaths in and around Bradford 

Stephen Wade 
Whamcliffe Books, Barnsley, 2005 
175 pp. ISBN 1-903425-83-2 £10.99 

From a Yorkshire tragedy of 1605 (immortalised by Shakespeare), when 
Walter Calverley stabbed his two sons to death, and Nevison the 
Highwayman, who died in 1654, to the Carol Wilkinson murder of 1977 and 
the Yorkshire Ripper, this handsome book chronicles 43 foul deeds and 
suspicious deaths in the Bradford area. Some of the events, such as The 
Lozenge Poisoning Case of 1858 and the possibility that Jack the Ripper 
murdered a young boy in Bradford in 1888, are pretty well known, but most 
will be new to present day readers. 

Murder books are not to everyone's taste, but this well-written and well-
researched book could offend no one. The author has provided a well-
balanced text interspersed with maps, photos, newspaper facsimiles and line 
drawings. Apart from providing compelling accounts of human tragedies, 
readers are given a taste of times past - graphic word pictures that bring the 
Bradford of old to life. 

Bob Duckett 

Haworth: "a strange uncivilized little place" 
Steven Wood. 
Tempus, 2005 
96 pages ISBN 0 7524 3508 6 £7.99 

This book is an admirable introduction to the history of Haworth; it has no 
forerunner and will satisfy the curiosity of many. 

Steven Wood focuses on the village of Haworth but includes some 
information about other places within the township. His period runs from 
the earliest times to the twentieth century with the emphasis on the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. The book is well produced with an index, plenty 
of illustrations, and some maps and plan - although a map showing the area 
before the twentieth century, indicating boundaries, would have been helpful. 

In nearly a hundred pages are ten chapters, mostly covering separate 
subjects such as farming and textiles, road and rail, house, and church and 
chapel, with specific examples often being used to illuminate wider issues. 
For example, a case study on Springs Farm gives floor layouts and an account 
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of the process of'intaking'. Most of the expected subjects are included, and it 
was nice to see accounts of stone and coal quarrying, and the supply of water 
and coal, but education and local administration are missing, while health 
and sanitary conditions are mentioned only briefly. 

In the final two chapters the author investigates the life of Jack Kay, a 
local wise man, and William Heaton, a horse doctor, touches on the Revd. 
Patrick Brontë's involvement in local affairs, and mentions some local 
tradesmen and the writer Bill o' th' Hoylus End. 

It is clear that much source material has been well used, but local historians 
will regret the absence of any precise references. Information about the sources 
used and a much fuller bibliography would have been helpful for those 
wishing to continue investigation into Haworth's history. However, the author 
brings to the book a deep knowledge of the area clearly evident in the 
photographs and previously unrecorded examples. 

In short, a very good introduction; although without comparison with 
other similar places it is difficult to establish the accuracy of Charlotte Brontë's 
assertion in 1849 that Haworth was "a strange uncivilized little place". I 
suspect that Haworth may have been a fairly typical West Riding village of 
its time. 

Elvira Willmott, Local Studies Librarian (retired) 

British Railways Past and Present. The West Riding, Part 1: 

Lines around York, Leeds, Bradford, Huddersfield, Halifax, 

Harrogate and Skipton 
Paul Shannon and John Hillmer 
Past & Present Publishing Ltd, 2005 
128 pp. ISBN 185895 240 9  £15.99 

In this book photographs of railway locations taken several decades ago are 
compared with the same scene today. Thus on the front cover we have a 
photograph of a steam train approaching Bradford Exchange in May 31" 
1966. The second photo is of a 2004 scene of a two-coach diesel on Platform 
1 of the present-day Bradford interchange station. The high brick wall behind 
both trains is the same, if a little cleaner in the second! For the rail buffs we 
learn that the former train is the Bradford portion of an express from London 
King's Cross pulled by an Ivatt 2-6-0 No. 43070; the second train is a Class 
158 unit with a York to Blackpool North service on 24 March 2004. Unlike so 
many railway books though, you don't have to be an 'anorak' to enjoy it. The 
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pictures speak for themselves, though the captions do give some historical 
background. We learn that the "former Great Northern Railway terminus at 
Exchange was to remain a hotspot for steam until well into 1967" and that 
Bradford Interchange was opened in 1973 to allow for the redevelopment of 
the original terminus and that through trains from London were diverted to 
Bradford Forster Square in 1988. 

The book contains over 240 photographs, mostly new, and those from 
the Bradford area include St Dunstans, Laisterdyke, Low Moor, Horton 
Junction, Queensbury, Thornton, Denholme, Forster Square, Manningham, 
Shipley and Keighley. 

Our area once had a rich network of railways and it is interesting to see 
what has happened to it. Some of the scenes are virtually unchanged save 
for some electrification and newer trains, but the Manningham engine sheds 
are now an industrial estate, Bradford Valley Goods is now a retail park, the 
former Forster Square station a tax office, Denholme station a timber yard, 
Queensbury station waste ground, Thornton station is a school playing field, 
while Low Moor and Thornton junction are unrecognisable. And for those 
of us who were not here at the time, we can now see what these places once 
looked like. Hard to image Low Moor a busy rail junction! 

Bob Duckett 

Fred Hoyle's Universe 
Jane Gregory 
Oxford University Press, 2005 
x + 406pp. ISBN 0-19-850791-7 £20.00 

Fred Hoyle was a down-to-earth, argumentative Yorkshireman, born in 
Milnerfield Villas, Gilstead. Best known for his steady-state theory of 
cosmology, he described a universe with both an infinite past and infinite 
future. He coined the phrase 'big bang' to describe the main competing theory, 
and sustained a long-running, sometimes ill-tempered, and typically public 
debate with his scientific rivals. He showed how the elements are formed by 
nuclear reactions inside stars, and explained how we are all formed from 
stardust. He attacked Darwinianisrn and branded the famous fossil of the 
feathered Archaeopteryx a fake. Throughout his career, Hoyle played a major 
role in the popularisation of science. Through his radio broadcasts and his 
highly successful science fiction novels (e.g. Afar Andromeda; The Black Cloud), 
he became a household name. 
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Jane Gregory has built up a vivid picture of Hoyle's role in the ideas, the 
organisation, and the popularisation of astronomy in post-war Britain, and 
provides an absorbing examination of the relationship between a maverick 
scientist, the scientific establishment, and the public. The book is beautifully 
produced, well documented and fully indexed. 

Hoyle's local connections are well sketched in the first chapter, where it is 
fascinating to learn about the early years of this world famous Yorkshire 
tyke. A habitual truant from school, much of young Hoyle's education took 
place in the fields, canal towpaths (an early ambition was to be a bargee) and 
public library of Bingley, with scientific experiments - sometimes explosive! 
- in the kitchen of his house. One bout of truanting was precipitated when 
he found a flower with six leaves when teacher said they only had five: 
empirical evidence versus teacher didact! His parents were indulgent; mother 
played the piano for the silent movies and his father was a gunner in the 
1914-18 war. It was the discovery of the popular science books of Sir Arthur 
Eddington and Sir James Jeans in his local library that set young Fred on his 
scientific path. His culture shock on going to Cambridge University is well 
described. 

Only the first chapter of Fred Hoyle's Universe covers the Bingley episode 
of Hoyle's life; his 1986 autobiography The Small World of Fred Hoyle is 
recommended for more on the Bingley years. 

Bob Duckett 

-98-



Contents 

Third Series Number 10 2006 

The Battle of Bradford: Riots against the New Poor Law 
by Paul Carter 

The Mystery of Wibsey Manor 
by Stella Carpenter 

The 1867 Bradford By-Election 
by Janet Senior 

Bradford's Municipal Baths and Wash-Houses 
by Betty Longbottom 

Haworth Wool-Combers: A Village Industry 
by Lewis Burton 

John Wood: Bradford's Father of Factory Reform 
by Astrid Hansen 

Robert Milligan, Draper and Merchant 
by Cohn F Eastwood 

Did Allerton have a Mediaeval Mill? 
by I(ath Aired 

The Victorian Club Culture of Keighley 
by Lynn Macgill 

5 

16 

21 

30 

40 

50 

60 

67 

79 

Book Reviews 88 



The 
Brad-'-ord 
Anfi'qu�-,i iry 

The Journal of the 
Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

Third series 

2007 

Number 11 



1 

1 



THE 

BRADFORD 

ANTIQUARY 

The Journal of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society 

THIRD SERIES NUMBER 11 
2007 



BRADFORD HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

Honorary Officers 2006-2007 

President Membership Secretary 
Bob DUCKETT John ALLISON 

22 Holden Lane, Baildon, 366 Idle Road, Eccleshill, 
Shipley, BDI 76HZ Bradford BD2 2AW 
Tel. 01274 592928 Tel. 01274 787533 

Deputy President Librarian 
Astrid Hansen David CROFT 

37 Manor House Road 44 Old Road, 
Wilsden Horton Bank Top 

Bradford BDI5 OEB Bradford BD7 4PE 
Tel. 01535 275937 Tel. 02274 501847 

Secretary Lectures Secretary 
Angela HOLMES Betty W000ROW 
9 Keighleji Road, 19 CleckJieaton Road 

Cullingworth BDI3 5JA Odsal 
Tel. 01535 273265 Bradford BD6 IBG 

Tel. 01274 679959 
Treasurer 

John HAIGH 
Fieldhead, Beck Lane, 
Bingley BDI6 4EL 
Tel. 01274 564868 

Editor 
Bob DUCKETF 

22 Holden Lane, Baildon, 
Shipley, BDI 7 6H 
Tel. 01274 592928 

The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of Bradford and the 
surrounding district. Activities of the Society include lectures, excursions to places 
of historical interest, the publication of a journal, The Bradford Antiquary, and the 
maintenance of a library of local material. Anyone wishing to join the Society may 
do so at any of the lectures or by sending contacting the Membership Secretary 
www.bradfordhistorical.fsnet.co.uk 

Copyright: The Contributors and the Bradford Historical and .Antiquarian Society, 
2007 
The Bradford Antiquary is published by the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. 
For information on the journal, its availability and back issues, contact the Editor, 
whose contact details are noted inside the front cover. 
ISSN 0955 - 2553 
Typeset: Shadowline Publishing Ltd, Unit 2 Granary House, Ropery Road, 
Gainsborough, DN2I 2NS 

ii 



CONTENTS 

Third Series Number 10 2006 

Fake or Genuine? The 1722 Map of Bradford and Horton 
by Kath Aired 

Dr J. H. Bell and Woolsorters' Disease 
by Christine Alvin 

5 

11 

Wibsey Chapel: The First four Hundred Years 
(Holy Trinity, Low Moor, 1606-2006) 

by Donald F. Brown 27 

The Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens 
by Jenny Collett 35 

'Classic Cards', Bradford: The History of W. N. Sharpe Ltd. 
by Graham Hail 48 

John Wood: Bradford's Father of Factory Reform. 
Part 2: The Hampshire Years 

by Astrid Hansen 56 

A Remarkable Family: The Cravens of Cullingworth 
by Angela Holmes 65 

New Book Roundup 
by Bob Duckett 70 

Mary Batley 83 

Bradford book remainders for sale 84 

Back issues 86 

Author Notes 88 

In 



iv 



FAKE OR GENUINE? 
THE 1722 MAP OF BRADFORD AND HORTON 

By Kath Aired 

(Figure 1) 

There is an entry in the Maps and Plans card index of Local Studies 
department, Bradford Central Library that reads: 

BRA 1722 BRA 
Map of Bradford and Horton circa 1722. (reprint) 
Scale approx. 9 ins, to I ,nile. 
25 ins. x 33 ins. 

It is the earliest listed map of Horton and as it had such places as 'old mill 
dose; '3 excepted acres lye hereabouts' and 'mill race marked on it, it enabled 
me to site the oem mill bought by John Niccholls in 1609. This was part of a 
research project into the manorial mills of Bradforddale. However, I was 
told by several very able local historians that this map was probably a fake 
and advised not to use it. It was too useful to ignore so I began to assess 
whether or not any of the information in it could be valid. 

It is a copy of a map published in the Bradford Antiquary, New Series Vol.5 
1931. The original was part of the Hailstone Collection in the Dean and 
Chapter Library at York but is now missing. In that collection it is listed in 
the archival section along with notes and deeds. It was unpublished until 
the 1931 edition of the Bradford Antiquanj when it appeared alongside an 
artide, 'Notes on a map of the Lordship of Horton' by J. Hambley Rowe. In 
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Figure 2 

it, Rowe compares the layout of Horton depicted in 1722 with that of 1931, 
noting the changes but also the way in which it remained basically the same. 
He mentions omissions and an irregular scale, gives updated names for some 
places and concludes by saying further details of many of the places named 
can be found in William Cudworth's Rambles round Horton (1896). 

This map is also the subject of an article by John S. Roberts, Who faked a 
map of Old Bradford?' in the Bradford Telegraph andArgus, 21 August 1971. In 
it he sets four tests that could verify the authenticity of a published map of 
this date: 

The reason fore map being created 
The name of the surveyor/cartographer 
Does the map match the standards of its day? 
VVhat is the corroborating evidence from other sources? 

He concludes that on all these factors, the map fails. In addition, he reasons 
that there are notes on the map which should not be there, for example, 
'Where the Sough was stopt' which, he says, corresponds to the place where 
water for Bradford's supply began [but not for another 31 years) and should 
therefore have been 'started'. He is similarly unhappy with 'Pits now 
working'. The boundary between Clayton and Horton is marked too crudely 
for a lordship map. After quoting several instances of inaccuracies, omissions 
or anomalies, he suggests that the map is a fake that Samuel Hailstone, in his 
zealous collection of documents and books, had been conned into buying. 

Samuel Hailstone was largely a self-made man. He came to Bradford in 
1783 as a poor articled clerk and through his own efforts and acumen became 
one of the foremost lawyers of the area. Details of his life can be found in C. 
W. Selby's The Hailstone Papers, extracts of which can be seen at Local Studies 
department, Bradford Central Library; John James' Continuation and additions 
to the History of Bradford and in Astrid Hansen's Sharp to Blunt, the Story of 
Horton Hall, Bradford. J. W. Dicken's Bibliotheca Bradfordicnsis lists, on page 
222, some of his wllection which was bought on the sale of his library contents 
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and presented to Bradford Free Library. This now forms Deed Box I at 
Bradford Archives. Other deeds, along with his books, are in the Library of 
the Dean and Chapter at York. He was indeed an avid collector. However, as 
an astute businessman, derk to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal Company, 
etc he would know what a map ought to be. It does not seem likely that he 
would be easily fooled. 

It was at about Samuel Hailstone's time that maps came into common 
usage. Before then property being sold was usually described in words, often 
using neighbouring property owners to define boundaries. For example, in 
a deed dated 1588: 

two parcels of land in the east field of Horton called Miele Butts, lying 
there between tlx lands of Williarn Field on the south part, and one place 
called Tunnesteads on the north part; one dole in the same field called Shery 
Brigge, adjacent to the highway leading Bradford and Horton on the south, 
and the lands of Robert Boothe on the north; ... ' (Bradford Antiquarian 
Local Record Series, vol. 2, page 145, Deed 411.) 

There is an alternative scenario to that suggested by Roberts. Samuel Hailstone 
lived at Croft House, Horton, whilst making an extensive collection of deeds 
and books. He was friendly with many of the local families and knew other 
established Horton families. It is highly likely that his friends and neighbours 
would be consulted about the places named in his deeds and that, accustomed 
to using maps, he would sketch out the information given. This could well 
result in his combining the information gathered to form a sketch-map such 
as the one being considered in here. In his article, John Roberts considers this 
as he would a proper published map but it is dearly not. He notes that the 
scale and orientation are approximate, and that the edges of the fields 
resemble a child's drawing of a brick wall rather than accurate outlines. This 
scenario immediately .... .. I 

addressesthreeofthecriteria ... I  
he chose. Rowe notes that . / 
some of the fields near • . i.i / 
Howcloughs have letters 
defining them (Figure 3). He 
deduces that they may have 
been under specific t' 
consideration. A small table 
at the bottom of the page,  

headed, 'Def'ts Farme in  

Question' has the names of 
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the defined fields listed. 
(Figure 4) 

The last of the criteria 
to be addressed is that of 
corroborative evidence. If 
we consider this 'map' as 
a cross between a sketch 
and a survey as well as a 
map, there are four types 
of evidence to be con-
sidered: maps, surveys, 
plans and local history. 

Maps by Saxton (1577), 
Jefferies (1771/2), Tuke 
(1787), Greenwood (1817) 
and its update by Teesdale 
all cover the whole of 
Bradford and Horton, but 
the scales are such that 
they do not give the detail 
needed. Roberts mentions 
Warburton's map of 1720, but with a scale of 2/5 inches to the mile its details 
are also insufficient. In 1802 John Johnson drew a plan of the Town and 
Township of Bradford at a scale of 20 inches to the mile. Horton is not drawn 
but the plan, with 'new' streets and developments removed, could have 
provided a basis for the Bradford section of the 1722 sketch. However, the 
reduced scale given to Bradford suggests that the only reason it is included 
is its proximity to Horton. Only that part of Bradford which is adjacent is 
shown. 

In the Hailstone Collection in the library of the Dean and Chapter of York 
is another early map: 'The Town of Bradford in the Co. of York and the District 
of Country two miles round from the Old Mill, 1773'. It has a scale of 6 inches 
to the mile. Much of Horton is not on it and it focuses on the corn mills 
within the Soke area. We cannot tell if this map was already in Hailstone's 
possession when the 1722 sketch-map was made but as is concentrates on 
the corn mills and their sites and omits much other information, it would not 
have been much help in constructing the sketch, despite being accurately 
measured and drawn. Jefferies map would have provided a better base from 
which to sketch. None of these maps disagree with any of the information 
on Hailstone's 1722 map and ratify much of it, as far as can be told from the 
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Figure 5 

scale at which they are drawn or from the areas covered. 
I have found no surveys of Horton made before 1722 but there were two 

made during the lifetimes of the Hailstones. Bassett undertook one in 1802 
and the map drawn to go with this could be used for the 1839 Survey. There 
is a copy at Bradford Archives (Ref DB3C24/1-2). In the 80 years which elapsed 
between 1722 and this survey, changes must have occurred, but where 
comparisons can be made, such as family ownership of property, the 
information tallies. 
I have only found one plan which related to Horton of an approximately 

relevant date. There is a copy of the plan of the proposed Bradford Water 
supply system from the sough whose stoppage concerned Roberts. Dated 
1753, this was 31 years later than the 1722 'map'. Once again, any data which 
can be compared does match. 

Finally, I consulted William Cudworth's Rambles round Horton and John 
James' History and Topography of Bradford and his Continuations andAdditions. 
The latter two books were both too general to be of any use. Rambles round 
Horton, being a book devoted entirely to that lordship, did provide some 
overlap with the map. Whenever this occurred, as before, it all fits together. 

There is one point which was not considered in either of the two earlier 
articles about this sketch map. It was not all drawn at the same time. One of 
the most obvious examples of this is the South Field at the end of Southfield 
Lane. The lettering 'South Fields' (Figure 5) matches the style in the main 
part of the map as does the scale and title cartouche (Figure 2) but 'for Lancast 
Farm' does not. A second, more obvious title (Figure 1), has in an entirely 

different appearance and that seems to 
be by the same hand as the table of field 
names which relates to How Cloughs 
(Hew Clews: change of spelling) where 
the field boundaries are exactly 
depicted. Cliffe Mill was built on this 
site in 1841 and is now a Grade II listed 
building. The field names table is 
headed 'Def'ds Farme in Question'. This 
suggests that this farm was being sold 
and that, perhaps, the deed of sale 
referred back to 1722. If such a deed 
could be found, all doubts about this 
sketch map would be put to rest. 

Meanwhile, for all the reasons 
outlined above I decided that I could 
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use the information on this sketch map. I also became convinced that it was 
NOT a fake. Conjectural is a nearer description, though not quite appropriate, 
as it seems likely to be a sketch based on oral history. Today there are many 
people who could describe the site of Bradford's Rollerina, tell you about the 
Grotto in Busby's shop, who may say that the Ukrainian Club is across the 
road from where the Arcadian used to be. So even in today's fast moving 
society and quickly evolving environment, we can easily go back fifty years. 
And that is without using information from our elders such as 'That is where 
Uncle Frank was born, there is a well in the cellar called ...' or 'Old Mrs 
Spencer used to live there. She was the local mid-wife in days before 
which takes us back more than another 50 years. It is certain that two hundred 
years ago this type of knowledge would live on and be available for Samuel 
and Edward Hailstone to draw upon. 

Oral history is given its due value nowadays. We should therefore give 
similar recognition to this map. Please do not ignore it. If treated with caution, 
it is an extremely useful tool to use in conjunction with some of the early 
descriptive deeds when them sorting out. It is the only one to show those 
useful titbits of information not usually found on a map: 'pit now working', 
'where the sough was stopt', '3 acres excepted lye hereabouts'. Where else 
would you find the site of Headley Knows shown? Or the '3 excepted acres' 
or the 'Old Mill Close'? 

Details of the map are reproduced by the kind permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
York and are taken from the reprint of the map at Central Library, Bradford. 
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DR J H BELL AND WOOLSORTERS' DISEASE 

By Christine Alvin 

The career of Dr Bell might, superficially, appear to typify that of a successful 
nineteenth century general practitioner, with its mixture of private, poor law 
and honorary hospital work. But he differed from the majority of his fellow 
practitioners in his dedication to research, and particularly to the research 
for which he is best known, on anthrax or 
woolsorters' disease. His rule of life was said 
to have been 'Observe carefully, read 
thoughtfully, record correctly',1and that he 
did so is evident from his work and from 
the information that is available about him. 

John Henry Bell was born in Bradford in 
the early 1830s, of Scottish parentage. Much 
of his childhood was spent in Scotland for 
reasons of ill-health, but he returned to 
Bradford to complete his education at a 
school in Rawdon. At fourteen he became 
an apprentice for six years to Dr Corrie of 
Thornton, who apparently gave him a 
thorough training. He then became an 
assistant to a doctor in Ripon, and from there 
an assistant to a doctor in Leeds, where he 
had the opportunity to attend lectures at 
Leeds Medical College. In 1857, after only 
two years study instead of the required 
three, he obtained permission to try to pass 
the examinations of the College of Surgeons. 
He went in for the examinations the day after 
he received permission, and passed the 
examinations both for the qualification of 
Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries and A picture by John Sondon 

for Membership of the College of Surgeons. Dr. J. H. Boll and reproduced Is pernmsion at the B rod to 
Duly qualified, Dr Bell immediately Corporation. 

applied for the post of House Surgeon at Figure 1: Dr 1. H. Bell 
Bradford Infirmary, but was unsuccessful. Watercolour by John Sowden 
He set up practice in Bradford, however, at (Courtesy of Bradford Arts and 
the junction between Westgate and Lumb Museum Services) 
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Lane, staying in practice in that area until his death in 1906. Shortly after 
settling in Bradford in 1857 he obtained the post of Junior Medical Officer at 
the new Bradford Eye and Ear Institution established by Dr Edward Bronner. 
He continued in that situation until 1864 when he was appointed Honorary 
Surgeon, thereafter becoming Consultant Surgeon from 1897 until his death. 
In 1859 Dr Bell was appointed Poor Law Medical Officer to the Bradford 
West District, at a remuneration of £60 per annum, another position he 
retained until his death. 

After repeated debates amongst the medical profession in Bradford 
(including Dr Bell) and the Board governing the Infirmary, additional 
honorary posts were created there in 1875, and Dr Bell was appointed an 
Honorary Medical Officer, holding that position until 1895. He was also a 
founder member of the Bradford Medico-Chirurgical Society in 1863; the 
records of that organisation indicate the breadth of his experience and 
interests, expressed in the papers he presented. 

Dr Bell made an impression on all the institutions with which he was 
involved, either through the forthright way in which he expressed his views, 
or by his determination to make changes where he felt there was a need for 
improvement. 

His work at the Eye and Ear Hospital seems to have been free of personal 
controversy and led to him becoming a distinguished ophthalmic surgeon. 
From his experience there he recognised the condition of Miners' Nystagmus 
(an involuntary tremor of the eyeballs, due principally to working in 
inadequate lighting), first described by him in a paper read at the Medico-
Chirurgical Society in 1874.2 In the Annual Report of the Hospital in 1886 he 
contributed a section entitled Medical Notes and Cases', in which he outlined 
the conditions for aseptic surgery which made his practice of ophthalmic 
surgery so successful. It included an item on 'Purulent Ophthalmia in Infants', 
a disease which at the time was responsible for over 30% of cases of blindness, 
and at the Eye and Ear Hospital 'out of 21 cases, 24 eyes were destroyed or 
damaged when the infants were brought to the Hospital for treatment'? 
Caused by gonorrhoea, the disease was easily treated if seen in its early stages 
and Dr Bell recommended a scheme in Bradford similar to that previously 
unsuccessfully suggested to the government by the Ophthalmological Society 
of the United Kingdom, whereby registrars were to provide information to 
parents about the dangers of the disease if left unattended. He persuaded 
the Chairman of the Management Committee of the Hospital, Sir Jacob 
Behrens, to write to the Local Government Board to recommend that they 
formally adopt a scheme of parental instruction, but despite continued 
correspondence, the Local Government Board finally replied that 'They did 
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not see their way to take any steps in the matter'.' Pressure was continued 
by Dr Bell and Sir Jacob, through Members of Parliament known to the latter, 
but no legislation ever took place.' In Bradford itself, however, agreement 
had been reached with the local registrars that a slip of paper entitled 
'Instructions regarding New-born Infants' should be handed to all parents. 
Ten thousand such papers were printed and circulated, and although 'There 
is no record of the good which resulted from this charitable act, it could not 
have failed to be the means of saving many eyes which would otherwise 
have been lost'.' 

Dr Bell's employment with the Board of Guardians as Medical Officer 
was not without incident. At least three times he was censured for his lack of 
attendance on patients;7 on the last occasion the foreman of the jury at the 
inquest, who was on the Board of Guardians, 'considered that Dr Bell's 
conduct was highly censurable. The ratepayers paid him a good salary for 
doing this duty, and he should certainly report it to the Guardians.' Dr Bell 
was not alone amongst the Medical Officers in finding problems attending 
to his pauper patients, who frequently waited too long before calling the 
doctor - as in the case referred to above - or whose demands conflicted with 
those of simultaneously running a private practice. In 1862, when questioned 
by the Guardians, Dr Bell responded that he had been called out to 'a 
gentleman requiring his professional attendance on an urgent labour case' 
when called out to a child without an order from the Relieving Officer.8 For 
a young doctor building up a practice at a time when the profession was 
over-crowded, such private cases were an economic necessity, however 'good' 
the Guardians regarded his salary as Medical Officer to be. But the fact that 
he remained a Medical Officer until his death, as well as holding honorary 
appointments, demonstrates his care for those unable to afford private 
medical treatment. He was certainly not overpaid by the Guardians; when 
considering his application for an increase in salary in 1868, it was pointed 
out that his predecessor had earned an average income of £100 per annum 
when paid by case, and that Dr Bell's caseload had increased very much 
since then. Despite 'behaving disrespectfully to the Board' and 'causing them 
a good deal of expense and annoyance' he was given his increase in salary to 
£80 per annum, a figure that continued until his death.' The occasion of his 
'behaving disrespectfully' referred to above was during the cholera outbreak 
of 1866, when Dr Bell made allegations against the Council in the course of 
his daily reports on the disease and sanitary conditions relating to it. When 
eventually he appeared before the Guardians to explain his allegations, as 

requested several times by the Town Clerk, he 'dedined to give particulars 
as to the name of parties who being members of the Corporation were 
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Figure 2. 
(Telegraph and Argus 30 Sept. 1906) 

interested in the continuation of nuisances referred to in his report ... But 
that the nuisances alluded to were those of owners of property and that 
therefore the Corporation had the same means of ascertaining where those 
nuisances are as Dr Bell had'." His concern with the sanitary conditions of 
the poor people amongst whom he practised had already been voiced both 
to the Board and in the newspaper. To the Board he wrote of the prevalence 
of 'dreadful and preventable mortality' amongst his Union fever patients. 
He also criticised the conditions in the Workhouse: 'I find that the mortality 
of those removed to the house' has been fourfold above the general average';" 
these allegations cannot be verified, but were stated to be 'most sweeping 
and erroneous statements' by the Workhouse Medical Officer, Dr Leeson, 
who was supported by the Guardians on this occasion.'2 His letter to the 
Bradford Observer cites the same sanitary problems as his letter to the 
Guardians, but adds a great deal of detailed information on the different 
mortality rates in districts of Bradford, which he had analysed for the 
preceding year.'3 According to his obituaiy 'The result of his investigations 
was embodied in the annual report of the Medical Of fleer of the Privy Council, 
and this method of indicating the variations of mortality in one area has 
since been generally adopted'.'4 As a Poor Law Medical Officer treating almost 
300 cases a year from a population of 22,000 in his district," he does not 
appear to have been neglectful in his concern for his patients. 

Dr Bell's appointment as Honorary Medical Officer to the Infirmary came 
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at the end of many fierce debates over the honorary staffing of that institution. 
He does not appear to have played a public part in those arguments, which 
were mostly concerned with the changes which the profession was 
undergoing and the recognition of the status of general practitioners. The 
arguments filled many columns of correspondence in the Bradford Observer, 
but his book of cuttings shows that he was an active supporter of the plan to 
admit general practitioners to the staff." Not until 1889 did he have an idea 
which caused dissent, when he proposed that out-patients should contribute 
to the funds of the charity, by paying sixpence 'for the professional services 
of the hon. Medical staff, to include medicines, at each visit ... The staff is not 
to be paid, but their services are to be sold for the benefit of the Infirmary 
funds ...'. Dr Bell was condemned by his fellow practitioners at a special 
meeting convened to discuss his proposal, and by the Bradford Medico-
Ethical Society, who saw that it would 'deprive many of his fellow brethren 
of a large share of their incomes'.'7 In his response to this editorial Dr Bell 
replied with a different interpretation of his plan, whereby the payment 
would only be made by those patients within a restricted wage range, below 
which treatment would continue to be free." But he failed to persuade his 
colleagues who replied that 'The whole professional press in the country 
has condemned his proposal, the daily press of Bradford has condemned it, 
his medical brethren in Bradford have condemned it, would it not be best for 
him graciously to admit he is out of touch with the times, and abandon his 
objectionable proposal entirely?"' The proposal was abandoned, although 
the problem of excessive numbers of out-patients at the Infirmary, which he 
had hoped to curtail by the payment scheme, was a continuing source of 
debate during the 1890s, long after Dr Bell had retired from the institution in 
1895. 

As a member of the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Bradford, Dr Bell 
contributed more papers than any other members except Dr Rabagliati, who 
was also known for his interest in research and wide range of ideas, not 
always kindly received by his fellow members. However, although his papers 
often generated much debate, Dr Bell seems to have been greatly respected 
by his peers, to whom he often introduced his work before publication in the 
professional press. These ranged from the general, such as 'On the Omnipotence 
of Nature to Cure Disease' in 1864, the first subject upon which he spoke, to the 
specific 'Specimen of Snail Vomited  by Child', another early report in 1866. He 
drew on his experience in all aspects of his work and showed the breadth 
and depth of his knowledge and reading in discussions such as that on 'The 
Dangers of Vaccination' in 1875. Dr David Goyder wrote that Dr Bell was 'A 
man of large grasp and painstaking cultivation, who, had he devoted himself 
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to such a career, would have made as distinguished a general, as he has 
made himself a thorough ophthalmic surgeon. His papers on his special 
subject delivered before the Society were invariably practical, instructive, 
and with a view to the general good'.2° 

It was through the Medico-Chirurgical Society that Dr Bell made some of 
his earliest findings on woolsorters' disease available for discussion, and it 
was with his colleagues in the Society that he collaborated for two years to 
produce the Society's Report of the Commission on Woolsorters' Disease. 

Anthrax, still known as woolsorters' disease, and also known in the past 
as Bradford Disease, is caused by the Bacillus Anthracis which is highly virulent 
and produces spores of great vitality and indestructibility. It occurs in two 
main forms, external or 'malignant pustule' which may not be fatal, and the 
internal form which takes the form of pneumonia with haemorrhages when 
the spores of the bacillus are drawn into the lungs, or ulcers of the stomach 
and intestines with gangrene of the spleen when spores are swallowed, almost 
invariably causing death within two or three days.21 

Woolsorters' disease was first recognised clinically in 1847, ten years after 
mohair from Asia Minor and alpaca from Peru had been introduced as textile 
fibres to the Bradford worsted industry. Deaths had begun amongst 
woolsorters handling bales of these materials, and suspicion fell upon the 
new imports. In 1855 the first post-mortem examination was held on a victim 
of the disease, by Dr William Field and Samuel Lodge (at that time a medical 
student and later a general practitioner in Bradford). This showed 'most 
undeniable evidence that the mortality is attributable to the occupation of 
sorting the mohair and alpaca ... In the most inflamed parts of the air-cells of 
the lungs were found concretions (hard masses) ,..The substance of these is 
lime, acted upon for a considerable time by the blood; but it is perceptible to 
the naked eye, and palpable by the aid of a lens, that inlaid amongst the earthy 
matter are numerous minute fragments of hair'. Samuel Lodge had noted 
that mohair and alpaca sorters complained of symptoms of nausea, giddiness 
and loss of appetite, which he attributed 'to the putrid exhalations from 
damaged mohair', and suggested the use of chlorine gas as a preventative. 
The other advice on prevention was that 'Mr Lodge candidly advises "every 
workman to wear the hair on his upper lip naturally not twisted up into a 
fashionable moustache, and thus destroying the object in view, but growing 
straight downwards like that of a French workman" ... Tobacco smoking, or 
any other mild expectorant is advised'. This simple advice was ineffective 
and the deaths continued. It was not until 1867 that the public began to be 
alerted to the situation, although the woolsorters themselves were by then 
well aware of the dangerous materials. The situation was so bad that they 
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apparently drew lots to see who would have to sort certain batches of mohair.n 
A letter in the Bradford Observer from Sutcliffe Rhodes, who had been 

employed at Saltaire Mill, expressed the concern of the woolsorters: 'It has 
by these men become a deep-rooted conviction that the clouds of dust and 
keenly-penetrating hairs which arise from these wools during the time of 
sorting must seriously affect their health, and endanger life to an alarming 
extent'. He called for a scientific investigation of the problem, writing that 
When men are so impressed by the awfulness of their position as to request 
dissection of their bodies when they die for the purpose of finding out and 
making known the secret of their death, I think it is enough to call forth a 
thorough investigation of the matter'.24 A further letter from Sutcliffe Rhodes 
the following year stated that 'a philanthropic gentleman [probably Titus 
Salt jnrl and an eminent physician [W J Ellis, surgeon at Saltaire Hospital 
and Medical Officer for Shipley] are interesting themselves in trying to find 
out the lurking evd'.21 The report that resulted from this investigation, Dr 
Ellis's 'A Few Observations on so-called Sorters' Disease, published in 1874, was 
'an unhelpful pamphlet which managed to transfer most of the responsibility 
for the sickness to the sorters themselves'. 

It was another letter in 1878 which began a renewed campaign to deal 
with the disease. It referred to the deaths of three woolsorters within a month, 
all from the same shed of the same fadory , and called for the newspaper's 
help 'to induce manufacturers to remedy all that is remediable in this deadly 
trade .27 Further correspondence drew attention to other deaths, complained 
about the 'stench like a grave' of the mohair, and made suggestions for the 
treatment of mohair prior to sorting. After the inquest on the last of the three 
deaths, for which Dr Bell did the post-mortem, and at which the ventilation 
of sheds was recommended, further letters and an editorial demonstrated 
that the subject was 
now of great concern. 4/IJtJ€&4B - tia/i6sV 
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which occurred and examining the blood and fluids? Although the notes 
referred to by Dr Eurich are no longer available, Dr Bell's notebook of his 
research, probably undertaken around 1878, is preserved, and shows the 
extent of his reading into the background of woolsorters' disease; he made 
copious notes from numerous books on South America, Asia, and the 
manufacture and trade in wool. A large part of his research appears to have 
involved visits to the major firms involved in sorting specialist fibres, such 
as Salt's, Fosters, and Mitchell Bros. He questioned both owners and the men 
on many aspects of their work and the materials involved, and noted down 
their answers. The following examples of questions about the bales of suspect 
materials are from those which are most legible: 

When opened, any traces of vermin, animal parasites etc? 
Answer: fragments of skin, possibly blood, scabs, maggots, moths, goat 
lice. 
Any dung, urine or other decomposing animal products? 
Answer: some report bits of dung etc. 
Do those not engaged on these materials ever suffer similarly? 
Answer: Generally no, but Mitchell's: 'men always considered very 
healthy before alpaca and mohair'. Mitchell's men: 'not heard of any 
dying from others'. 
Has it [illness] appeared to follow sorting damaged material more 
than other? 
Answer: all answer yes, and 'decidedly'. 

He also spoke to the men about their health, learning about their difficulties 
in breathing from the dust after opening bales, especially of damaged Van 
Mohair fleeces. He questioned the manufacturers about the temperature and 
size of the rooms, about ventilation, and whether the number of deaths had 
decreased since the introduction of fans.3° 

In February 1878 Dr Bell gave his first paper on woolsorters' disease to 
the Medico-Chirurgical Society. He argued that the disease was due to the 
inhalation of some septic poison from the decomposition of animal matter, 
but was not due to the inhalation of fibre, dust or short hairs as these would 
have caused chronic, not acute, lung diseases.31 He did not yet make the 
connection with anthrax, until a colleague in Leeds who had been visiting 
Pasteur in Paris - where he was working on the anthrax bacillus in 1877 - 

suggested that splenic fever of cattle and sheep might be the origin of the 
disease. Dr Bell examined the blood of another fatal case which occurred 
and by the end of 1879 was satisfied that woolsorters' disease was anthrax. 
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At the end of December an editorial in the Bradford Observer criticised the 
town's doctors for ignoring the problem of woolsorters' disease, or dismissing 
it as nothing different from lung disease suffered by other workers. Suggesting 
that it 'appears to be high time that some of our local medical gentlemen 
brought more conscientiousness and less bias to the study of lung disease 
amongst woolsorters', the editorial added that 'The practical issue just now 
is in the hands of the doctors, who should take a special view of cases of lung 
disease amongst woolsorters, and who, where there is the least doubt - and 
there is much here - should insist on an inquest, which would set doubts at 
rest.a Dr Bell responded to this criticism by defending his fellow practitioners, 
describing the difficulty of recognising the disease, and by attacking the 
manufacturers, who had been advised of the need for washing and steam 
treating the wools, yet 'I do not know a single firm who have adopted 
sufficiently the precaution recommended'. Most importantly he asserted that 
the disease was 'produced by the inhalation of living organisms derived 
from the fleeces of animals that have died from anthrax,'n possibly the first 
public announcement of his discovery. 

Later in December an editorial in The Lancet summarised the recent 
developments, stating that 'the exact nature of the wool-sorters' disease is 
still somewhat obscure', but then describing Dr Bell's theory and calling him 
to 'take immediate steps to demonstrate so valuable a pathological discovery 
before some professional body, which is in a position to fully appreciate its 
merits'. The following February Dr Bell spoke to the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society; after a succession of cases of woolsorters' disease had been discussed, 
giving details of his research and saying that 'after great investigation he 
had come to the conclusion that the poison of woolsorters' disease was the 
same as that producing splenic fever and anthrax or malignant pustule in 
animals, and that the infective agent was a Bacterium called the Bacillus 
Anthrax'.34 The Society decided to form a Commission of its own members 
to investigate the whole subject. 

The death of Samuel Firth in May 1880 gave Dr Bell the opportunity to 
force an inquest, as the Bradford Observer had suggested the previous 
December. He had attended Samuel Firth during his illness, and added an 
appendix to the death certificate, ascribing death to 'woolsorters' disease' 
and adding that he 'died from his employers' neglect in not having the mohair 
he was sorting disinfected beforehand'.x Before the inquest could be held 
the Local Government Board announced an official investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding the recent deaths, under the chairmanship of 
Mr John Spear. It was hoped that legislation to regulate the handling of 
dangerous wools would follow. When the inquest on Samuel Firth was held 
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a verdict of accidental death was reached, and the firm exonerated from 
negligence. They had pointed out 'that Dr Bell had said the previous autumn 
that "if Van Mohair were washed it could not be injurious to the health of the 
sorters." Now he appends a remark to his certificate to the effect that the 
mohair was not disinfected. We have done exactly what he said would be 
effective.37 As the newspaper noted, praising Dr Bell's action, his 'strong 
sense of duty impelled him to take the most direct course to a desirable 
result'. He had, however, been careless in the words used on the certificate, 
perhaps because of his determination to see action taken on behalf of the 
many sufferers he had seen, and in this he was successful. The jury at the 
inquest made recommendations on the sorting of dangerous wools, and on 
their control and inspection by factory inspectors. This was forwarded to the 
Sanitary Committee of Bradford Council who met representatives of the 
sorters and the employers. Together they began working out an acceptable 
set of precautions. 

Meanwhile Dr Bell continued working hard with the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society Commission, as well as giving papers at the British Medical 
Association annual meeting and other medical gatherings, and writing 
reports for publication in medical journals. A paper in October 1880 detailed 
his work and several more recent cases which he had attended, and added 'a 
word or two on anthracæmia from mohair in heifers and sheep', describing 
how several heifers died from the disease after their fields were irrigated 
with water previously used for washing mohair in a mill near Bradford.39 

The first set of regulations agreed between the employers, men, and 
Sanitary Committee, were published later in 1880. They classified the wool 
into two categories, Van mohair, camel's hair, Persian wool, mohair locks 
and 'all damaged wools' being the most dangerous and subject to the most 
stringent measures, including steeping bales in water and washing in water 
of 100° or more. Sorting rooms were to be 'well ventilated' but fans were not 
mentioned. The Medical Officer of Health reported that 'Since the adoption 
of these regulations no case of woolsorters' disease has occurred in the 
establishments where they have been carried out',' but in 1881 Dr Bell related 
three more cases occurring in workers handling wool in the later stages of 
processing and said that 'Fatal cases have been observed in packers, washers, 
preparers, carders, overlookers, and buyers'. He found that in one case 'the 
hair had been manipulated by more than a dozen workpeople before it 
reached the deceased. At each stage its infective powers would be weakened. 
Those who handled it most, when it was most virulent, did not suffer. From 
this, and many other corroborative instances, it appears probable that the 
virus may gain access to the blood through some accidental abrasion of the 
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mucous membrane. It is important to notiœ, also, that twice washing in soap-
suds at 1300 Fahr. is not sufficient to destroy or remove all the infective 
partides'.4' 

The Local Government Board Report, published in July 1881, reinforced 
fears that relatively simple precautions would not suffice. In summary 'Mr 
Spear's report came as somewhat of a cold douche. It certainly had a sobering 
effect. No washing process which is compatible with the subsequent sorting 
of wool can give security. No chemical disinfectant has been discovered which 
will render wool innocuous without damaging it irretrievably; nor can the 
germs be destroyed except by a temperature so high as to injure the wool 
fibres'.a He recommended separation of fallen fleeces, preferably before 
export; greater cleanliness in the sorting rooms and personally amongst the 
sorters; the use of fans to extract the dust. But no legislation followed this 
long awaited report and the voluntary rules drawn up earlier in Bradford 
were therefore the only ones applied by those manufacturers who chose to 
do so. 

It was the end of 1882 before the Medico-Chirurgical Commission 
completed their report. Beginning in October 1880, twelve members of the 
Society were involved, with Dr Goyder as secretary and Dr Bell chief among 
the investigators. Their approach was exhaustive; they held over thirty 
meetings, visited mills to observe their procedures and experiment with new 
ones; they examined twenty-four cases of the disease, and examined the blood 
and fluids taken from them, until they reached a definite conclusion. Dr 
Goyder recalled later how he and Dr Bell had run extra experiments on 
rabbits, guinea pigs and mice to double check their results, though this was 
not revealed in the report because they had no license for vivisection. Another 
source reveals the practical difficulties of combining research with medical 
practice; detailed notes on culturing the bacilli from one case terminate 
abruptly with the words 'Called away - cannot examine further'.n After 
various meetings and debates with the members of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society the Commission's findings were published, although there was a 
dissenting member, Dr Tibbits, who, never a believer in germs, held the 
opinion until his death from septic pneumonia that 'the whole thing was a 
huge Bacterial Bubble, and it would not be long before it would burst and 
disappear'.a The Commission's conclusion was that the disease 'was internal 

anthrax or splenic fever, and that the cases of malignant pustule were external 
anthrax; and that the ,naterjes morbi of both was the Bacillus Anthracis';a 
thereafter the identity of woolsorters' disease and anthrax was never again 
seriously questioned. In recognition of his work Dr Bell was presented with 
a gold watch and illuminated address by the Woolsorters' Society. 
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The main recommendation of the Commission on precautionary measures 
was the separation of fallen fleeces, infected or not, prior to importation, and 
their treatment by steeping, disinfection and drying before packing them as 
a separate lot: 'such a result would amply repay the work of this 
Commission'. From this point onwards the fight against anthrax was aimed 
at developing and enforcing the precautions which would eliminate the 
danger and thus the disease. 

Following more deaths and inquests the rules drawn up in 1880 were 
revised in consultations between the Medical Officer of Health, Dr Hime, 
and the employers and sorters. The 1884 'Bradford Rules' as they were known 
were precise and specific, and placed considerable emphasis on the use of 
fans to extract the dust away from the sorters; copies of the regulations were 
to be prominently placed in all sorting rooms. It was noted however that 
compliance 'has not been universal, and in some works next to nothing has 
been done',e and complaints about non-compliance continued to be voiced 
in the Bradford Observer. In 1888 Bradford Corporation sent copies of the Rules 
to around 500 firms in the area in the hope of raising awareness and levels of 
observance.a 

Whilst the number of deaths from anthrax among woolsorters diminished 
in the years following the implementation of the Bradford Rules, the same 
was not true for those involved in the later stages of wool processing. Cases 
of external anthrax also continued, though these were only recorded and 
counted when fatal. Dr Samuel Lodge, son of the medical student who 
performed a post-mortem on a victim of anthrax in 1855, reported on seven 
cases in 1888, four of whom died. Most had arisen through an accidental 
skin abrasion.° During these years there is little to indicate that Dr Bell was 
still actively investigating anthrax, but his Notebook, described earlier, shows 
that he was still reading books and journals, including those of veterinary 
medicine, and making notes on the latest developments. Having discovered 
and proved the etiology of woolsorters' disease, the problem had 
predominantly become a public health issue; Bradford's Medical Officers of 
Health, especially Dr Hime who was as forthright and outspoken as Dr Bell 
could be, were the people to continue the work which Dr Bell had begun. 

In 1897, a Departmental Committee of the Home Office was appointed to 
inquire into the conditions of woolsorting and related trades affected by 
anthrax, as a response to the continuing deaths. Their finding were 
disappointing, making no additional recommendations of importance, and 
were criticised by many people including the former Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr Hime. Dr Bell joined in the condemnation, his letter proving that 
he had maintained his interest in anthrax. He quotes figures on epidemics of 
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anthrax amongst animals from wool exporting countries. He had dearly 
been observing and collecting information on the extent to which firms 
observed the Bradford Rules, and had been assiduously attending and 
counting cases of anthrax, noting the different kinds of material which victims 
had been handling. He also suggested that the use of fans was inadvertently 
spreading dust into the air near the mills, poisoning pastures and the cattle 
in them: 'thus we may account for the excessive number of cases of anthrax 
which are reported to the Board of Agriculture from the West Riding 
compared with the East and North Ridings of Yorkshire'. He criticised the 
proposed new regulations for still being inadequate to protect the workmen 
'from this virulent disease', and advocated the use of steam heat under 
pressure for a few hours, after which 'all bacteria and their spores would be 
destroyed, and we should have no more cases of woolsorters' disease'.° 

After great censure and adverse comment the new rules were amended 
to such an extent that they were quite different from these of 188ft and became 
enforceable by law in 1897. They continued in force until 1905 when they 
were reviewed, deaths from anthrax still being a problem. At that date the 
Anthrax Investigation Board came into existence, and Dr F W Eurich of 
Bradford was appointed their bacteriologist. He worked on the problem for 
twenty years, searching for a method of rendering the anthrax spores 
harmless. When formaldehyde was found to be effective, many more years 
were spent adapting its use to the wool trade, until in 1919 the Anthrax 
Prevention Act specified that certain categories of material could only be 
imported through the Wool Disinfection Station in Liverpool. Dr Eurich 
continued to sample and check material after the station opened in 1921, to 
show that anthrax was truly harmless after disinfection with formaldehyde. 

Dr Eurich dearly had great admiration for Dr Bell's 'keen observation 
and careful reasoning - so typical of the man'.51 In 1899, shortly after setting 
up practice in Bradford, he joined the staff of the Eye and Ear Hospital, as Dr 
Bell himself had done on first arriving in the town, and perhaps caught his 
enthusiasm for research into anthrax from working with and talking to Dr 
Bell, who was Consultant Surgeon at the Hospital. He is said to have 
introduced Dr Eurich to the first case of anthrax which he had ever seen. 

Dr Bell died suddenly aged 74, after a day spent visiting his patients, 
attending his surgery at the Eye and Ear Hospital, and travelling to 
Morecambe to join his family for a short holiday. His funeral was attended 
by mourners from the many organisations in which he had participated, 
many personal and professional friends, and included six representatives 
from the National Union Woolsorters' Association. His obituary described 
his career and achievements, particularly highlighting his work on anthrax, 
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saying that 'to him is undoubtedly due the credit for rousing attention to the 
fatal disease and for the introduction of precautions for rendering the 
manipulation of certain wools less dangerous'. An editorial item also praised 
him for 'serving the city, as Dr Bell did, without fee or reward', and described 
the immense debt under which the community labours for Dr Bell's quiet 
and efficient services to the public extending over a period of nearly fifty 
years'," which was a fitting tribute to a doctor who had contributed so much 
to the lives of the working people of the city. 
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WIBSEY CHAPEL: THE FIRST FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
(HOLY TRINITY, LOW MOOR, 1606-2006) 

By Donald E Brown 
A re-worked text of a presentation given to Wibsey Local History Group in 2006. 
Wibsey Chapel (as it was) and Holy Trinity Church, Low Moor (as it is now) 
was 400 years old last year. In 1606 William Rookes of Royds Hall and Richard 
Richardson of Bierley Hall and about twenty gentlemen and yeoman farmers 
of the area requested the Archbishop of York for permission to build a chapel 
'for their more ease, for hearing Divine Service, receiving the Sacraments 
and hearing the Word of God preached.' Permission was given and a plot of 
land 32 yards long and 32 yards wide was enclosed from the Common, and 
the Chapel was built. I call it 'Chapel' because it was a Chapel-of-Ease (so 
called because it made it easier for local folk to get to church) in days when 
you showed your loyalty by going to church or you were fined; and it was 
run, along with Thornton and Haworth, by the Vicar of Bradford Parish 
Church. 

It would have looked quite different from today's building - maybe 
something like the Puritan Chapel at Branihope that was built in 1649, a bit 
higher and a bit wider and with a thatched roof. 

Thirty years later the Archbishop was again petitioned - this time for a 
resident minister, for until then all services had been conducted by someone 
from the Parish Church - and he commissioned the Bishop of Sodor and 
Man to consecrate the building, which he did in the name of the Holy Trinity 
Church on 21" October 1636. 

The first recorded baptisms, weddings and burials were conducted in 
1661, though the register no longer exists, but two ancient registers do. One 
is of parchment dated 1674. There are records to show that in 1661 the 
churchwardens bought 150 sheets of parchment, presumably for this purpose; 
but many are missing, and it is rumoured that someone, probably a Vicar's 
wife, cut out round pieces to cover jars of jam and pickles! 

The other one, dated 1717, is made of paper and is in a very flimsy 
condition. Both of these are now in the Bradford section of the West Yorkshire 
Archives which were moved last summer from Canal Road to the Central 
Library. 

The Building 

The church was a simple rectangle with a large East Window (the stone 
work is the original but not the glass) and an interesting feature is the two 
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stone heads on either side on the outside, a bearded man on one side, and a 
lady wearing a Stuart ruff on the other. Mr and Mrs Rookes, perhaps! 

At the West End was another large window, but this was filled in and 
covered with plaster when the tower was built 130 years later. 

Below this was the Minstrels' Gallery or Quire. Stone steps led up to it, 
but these were later removed and placed in the tower to provide the first 
flight of steps to the galleries and belfry. 

The main entrance, with a small porch, was halfway down the North 
Wall faring the Chapel House Inn, which was built for refreshment about 
the same time as the church. In a later rebuild it was moved to the SW corner 
and surmounted with a sundial of 1634. 

Low Moor, or Wibsey Low Moor, grew with the development of the 
Ironworks, and galleries were built in the 1820s on the north and south sides 
to cope with a growing congregation. But even this proved inadequate, and 
in the time of Canon Joshua Fawcett, a major rebuild was undertaken. In 
1836 Wibsey Chapel had become a Parish Church, and it was felt that changes 
had to take place. In their appeal for outside help the Vicar and Wardens 
mentioned that the Chapel could fit 750 people and that for the last three 
years there had been no vacant seats; so they wanted another 500 places! So 
the East wall with its Window was taken down and moved back a few feet; 
the side walls were demolished and rebuilt further outwards and higher, 
and these alterations gave the church its present cruciform shape. 

Galleries were built within and new Lancet Windows were inserted on 
either side of the East Window. The Tower and Spire were built at the West 
End, and all this work was commemorated in the plaque high up near the 
main door. 

The next great change came in 1883 in the time of Thomas Henry Flynn, 
and mainly at the East End. Many graves were excavated to the East of the 
church, though the gravestones still remain, at first lined up against the new 
wall but later laid flat as a path. A Foundation Stone was laid by Mr Laurence 
Hardy, one of the Directors of the Low Moor Company, whose family had 
been involved in that Company from its beginning. The great East Window 
was taken down once again and moved back, and the Lancet Windows were 
moved round the side; and a large Chancel with Organ Chamber and Choir 
Vestry was added, giving the church its present shape. 

Inside, the Balconies were still in place, giving a very dosed-in look; and 
the Pulpit blocked off half the choir. At the west were the rear entrances to 
the balconies, and the font was rather in the way by the main entrance. 

The Old Vicarage had been near the top of Wibsey Bank, and so a New 
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Vicarage was built nearer the centre of the new parish in the fields to the 
north-west of the church. 

Since then the main external work has involved the Spire. The lightning 
conductor had become loose, and when the steeplejack climbed up to repair 
it, he returned with the news (and two photographs) that corrosion of the 
cast iron shaft of the cross and weather vane had split the large stone at the 
top; and this meant its removal and the rebuilding of the top eight feet of the 
Spire. A car park was also provided. 

In the early 1960s housing development was taking place in the fields 
between the church and Odsal and, as the Victorian Vicarage had developed 
dry rot, the building was demolished and the land sold. In 1964 the latest 
Vicarage was built nearer the church. 

Internally the main changes were in 1955 and 1988. In 1955 extensive dry 
rot was found, and the roof was in danger of collapsing. Everything had to 
be propped up, and then the balconies were removed, and six steel girders 
cleverly disguised as columns were inserted to hold up the roof and give the 
church its present lighter look. 

In the 1970s the nearby Scott's School, built in 1814, was dosed, and pews 
at the side were removed to provide teaching space for the Junior Church. 
The church entered the 21" century when a unisex toilet was inserted into 
the SW Porch. In the 191  century there had been a urinal just outside the 
main door! 

In 1988 pews were removed at the West End, and a Parish Centre was 
built, providing a kitchen, disabled toilet, office, a meeting room/ lounge/ 
dining room for 24, and a lift leading to an Upper Room that can hold 60, 
which is useful both on Sundays and midweek. 

Links with the Past 
'Wibsey Chapel' is now a church equipped for the 21" centuly, but it also has 
many reminders of people and times past. 

When you go through the main door, you will see the original bell dated 
1640 with the initials JF, those of the unknown first incumbent. 

Below it are six tombstones of the Rookes family of Royds Hall. These 
used to be near the Communion Rail at the East End, but were re-set here 
when the church was extended eastward in the 1880s. The oldest is that of 
Susan Rookes and dates from 1654. The one next to it is that of her husband 
William dated 1656. You may be able to pick out the 'rooks' on the crest. 

When these stones were lifted, below one of them were found two silver 
Chalices dated 1683— the gift of George Rookes. Clearly they were hidden in 
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some emergency, possibly in the 1745 Rebellian when Bonnie Prince Charlie 
was on his way south; but whoever hid them must have died with his secret 
before they were recovered. George Rookes died in that same year 1683, and 
his name is entered in the Burial Register. 

At the eastern end of the South Transept there is a Georgian Memorial to 
William Rookes and his wife Mary and their seven children, all but one of 
whom were buried in the vicinity. The only known Rookes family portrait, 
that of their son Edward Rookes Leedes, his wife Mary and three of their 
four daughters, is to be found in Cottesbrooke Hall in Northamptonshire. 

Round the corner but hidden away in a 'glory hole' there is another 
memorial - to a youth. It has the lovely words, from a book of poems by 
Robert Wilde, a clergyman who lost his parish when the monarchy was 
restored in 1660, 

Here lies a piece of Christ, 
A star in dust, 
A vein of gold, 

A china dish which must 
Be used in Heaven, 

When God shall feast the just. 
R.P. 08yt July 13 1680. 

According to Parker the initials stand for 'Richard Pollard', but the great 
man was not always right. Mrs Connie Myers, who wrote a history of the 
Church, showed that the initials are those of Richard, son of Richard 
Parkinson, for his burial was entered in the Register on 151  July. The Register 
shows that Richard died when he was 17, and his Baptism entry confirms 
that. It also shows that he was one of about 50 'wrapped in woollen only' to 
encourage the woollen industry, and this form of burial had to be sworn 
before magistrates! 

As the church grew in size, so too did the churchyard, from the 32 yards 
square of 1606, to the nearly three acres of the present day. It now contains 
about 1,500 marked graves as well as countless others that are just under 
grass. 
A lot of the oldest stones have been moved nearer to the church on the 

south side so that there is less chance of their becoming overgrown. Two of 
the oldest gravestones are in this area: one to John Sharpe, that some have 
said says 1660 (though to me it looks more like 1666!), and the other dated 
1664, commemorating Nicholas Pollard, the son of William Pollard of North 
Bireley. There are several 17th century stones nearby with very attractive 
carving and some quaint spelling. 
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In the church there is a board giving the names, wherever possible, of the 
Incumbents who were here right up to the present day, and several of them 
are buried in the yard. There is Leslie Brett (1952-66) with his first wife with 
him and his second one at the bottom of the new yard (that's what happens 
when you dig a grave only for two and don't think further ahead!). To the 
east of the church he Thomas Henry Flynn and his son George who was his 
curate and later became Vicar of Heaton. John Burnet (on the south side) 
was the son of Dr Burnet, the Vicar of Bradford. Obviously, then as now, it 
was a case of who you know, not what you know! 

Twin memorials (to the south-east) mark the graves of Joshua Fawcett 
and his family. It was during Canon Fawcett's time that the church was largely 
rebuilt to fit a growing congregation, and a plaque inside the church shows 
the high regard in which he was held. His funeral was very impressive with 
parishioners lining the street from Vicarage to church. 

Not far from the SW Porch you find a slab that states that 'In this vault lie 
the remains of Roger Powel, incumbent of this parish . . .', but the slab was 
moved there along with another to the Whetnalls in 1988. For his remains 
were discovered in a lead-lined coffin when the foundations were dug then 
for the Parish Centre, and he is still there with the remains of others who 
were found, but covered with a layer of reinforced concrete! It's difficult to 
imagine the upheaval there must have been in digging a grave inside a church, 
and there could be dozens more remains all the way down under the pews! 

Henry Lund's grave is outside below a chest tomb near the SE corner of 
the church, and his inscription reads, 'Here lyeth interred the body of Mr 
Henry Lund, who served ye cure of this place nigh 20 years, who departed 
this life the 14" day of February, in the 47th year of his age, AD 1699.' 

The previous incumbent, Samuel Crowther, had lived no longer. A few 
yards away, his memorial reads, 'Here lies interred the body of Mr Samuel 
Crowther whose soul was summoned to Heaven on the 1" day of June 1680 
in the 471  year of his age, having exercised the ministerial office in this place 
for the space of 23 years with piety towards God, loyaltye to his prince, diligent 
information to his hearers.' And a little moral is added: 

Hence, reader, 'tis a convincing argument that, 
when death summons, all things must comply, 
learning, religion, virtue, loyaltye, the Church, 

against death. 
No privileged place can be altar, 
No shrine can set its votarye free. 

Could one or all of these have but repriv'd, 
Death's prisoner here he still with us had lived. 
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In other words, he was a great fellow, but no matter what your position, no 
matter how many qualities you have, death's going to get you! 

One Methodist minister went on much longer: 'The Rev. James Holroyd, 
late of Hollin Hall, who after 54years of faithful service as a Wesleyan minister 
rested from his labours March 28' 1862, in the 83,d year of his life.' 

Martha Firth of Wike Lane was another long liver. She died in 1837 aged 
82: 

'She lived, suffered and died like a Christian. 
Her end was peace. 

She was a consistent and devoted member 
of the Wesleyan Society 57 years.' 

Other servants of Wibsey Chapel are mentioned because of their 
responsibilities. John Dalby, who died in 1861 aged 69, was 'a Verger of Wibsey 
Chapel for 34 years.' James Ackroyd of Dean House, who died in 1912, was 
'Church Warden of this Church for 34year5.' Thomas Pickard was 'abellringer 
at Holy Trinity Church, Low Moor' for 16 years, and the six bells are still 
rung, though by the carillon system. 

Isaac Bower, who died in 1853, had been 'Sexton [or gravedigger] of 
Wibsey Chapel for 30 years', and his friends erected a memorial. They may 
have had tongues in cheek when they picked a verse from Job: 'Yet shall he 
be brought to the grave and shall remain in the tomb.' No matter how many 
you've buried, you've to go the same way in the end! 

And finally there's Samuel Newby 'who diligently attended the worship 
of God here, being clerk of this place upwards of 41 years, who after having 
executed his office on Sunday the 2311 November departed this life in the 
year 1763 aged 63 years.' 

Many of the gravestones just give names and dates, though if you look 
carefully at these, you can sometimes disoem a very sad situation. For instance, 
the family of Thomas and Sarah Wroe of Wibsey: Susey, who died in 1820, 
aged 32 weeks; Edward, who died in 1822, aged 30 weeks; twins Mary, who 
died in 1824, aged 45 weeks, and Martha, who died two weeks later, and 
their mother Sarah, who died the same day as Martha, 21st May 1824. 

We had some quaint spelling earlier, but there are plenty of other 
examples. There is one to 'Rebecea, daughter of Joshua Jowet of Wibsay'. 

There's a bit of geography on the stone of Robert Liversedge (died 1701), 
and also an interesting specimen of the stone-carver's art. In this case he 
couldn't care less where anything fitted! 
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Under this tomb of stone my bo 
dy it dot!, lie. At Birkhouse 

was I borne. At Okenshaw did 
die. 

Prepare with speed to follow 
Me, for as I am, so must you be. 

That of "Agnis Liversedg" is similar: 

As you se here 
At Oakenshaw 

Borne. At Wibsey 
She did die 

The 911 Desember 
1673 

This tribute was paid to James Threapland (47) in 1697: 

A boylingfeaver snatched him hence 
And death he faced with patience. 

Firm to his Church and friends he stood 
And liked doyle to do good. 

Hence learn thy life justly to spend 
That Christ may be thine in ye end. 

Some unknown tragedy lies behind some of the lines, as on the epitaph of 
Margaret Parker (19) of Horton who died 1833: 

Young females all who knew me in my bloom, 
I did not think of being cut off so soon. 

But by Grace Elam lies my hart was broke, 
Do you not think it was a dreadful stroke? 

A bit of rough justice, or revenge from the grave? There is an Elam gravestone 
in the yard, but no trace of a Grace on it. Maybe she married Margaret's 
boyfriend and her name was changed. 

There's a tragic tale on one stone, to Ellen Kemmitt (22) of Dalby in Ayrshire 
who died 'from the effects of a severe burn, contracted whilst on a visit, 
preparatory to marriage at Shipley, Yorkshire'. 

Sadness there is in these stones, for they all mark a parting. But they are 
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also commemorations of lives, reminders of past happiness and achievement. 
So I will dose with two that speak of good relationships. Being a romantic 
soul at heart, I rather like this couplet put into the mouth of Hannah Breaks 
(49) of White Lane Top in 1829: 

I ended my life 
where I loved to be best, 

Close by my husband's side 
while he was taken his rest. 

And finally a tribute to an old couple, William and Martha Pollard of Wibsey: 

56 years this couple lived together in the fear of God 
and love towards each other. 

If good lives make saints, who but surely they, 
With good old Simeon follow him that way. 

The age of these succeeded each other, 
They are 156 years old together. 

-34-



THE WOOLSORTERS' BATHS AND GARDENS 

By Jenny Collett 

The Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens existedfor twenty-one years, along the Bradford-
Keighley road, less than two miles from the centre of Bradford. The site is now the 
Victorian housing of Heaton Grove (see Figure 3). All that remains of the Gardens is 
a small pond, much over-grown and surrounded by mature trees (see Figures 4-5), 
below afiat rectangular area which must be the filled-in swimming pool shown in 
Figure 2. However, from 1844 to 1865, the site was a place of food production, 
recreation and ablution. 

The Society of Woolsorters 
In 1844, the Amiable and Brotherly Society of Woolsorters leased nine acres 
of land in Heaton (Figure 1) from James Beanland of Firth Carr, for 14 years, 
extended to 21 years in 1846. The agreement was signed by four woolsorters 
and a beerseller who were the Trustees, President and Stewards of the Society, 
which met at the Pack Horse Inn, Westgate, Bradford.' 

The Society of Woolsorters was a 'friendly society' (not a trade union as 
Conway states 2); that is, subscriptions were used as insurance against illness, 
injury and funeral expenses.3 With wages higher than most in the mills', the 
woolsorters could be regarded as the 'aristocrats of the industry' and, thus, 
were able to afford subscriptions to such a society.' 

The Society's intention was to create an allotment to cultivate 'as a society, 
not as individuals',' employing out-of-work members to grow fruit and 
vegetables for sale. The presence of ample springs at their 'pretty Eden-spot' 
encouraged them to establish pleasure gardens with hot and cold baths and 
a swimming pool.' A newspaper report thought the 'speculation' would be 
profitable since 'something of this sort is much needed in this place; the 
only drawbacks were the high rent and termination of the lease when the 
venture would 'slip from the hands of the original owners' (which presumably 
stimulated the Society to extend the lease to 21 years).8 

Funds were raised from donations: Queen Victoria gave £100 and wealthy 
local employers and dignitaries such as Titus Salt, W.E. Forster and William 
Busfeild Ferrand gave varying amounts; thus the Gardens cannot be regarded 
as an entirely working-class enterprise.' 

The Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens were officially opened on 20th May 
1846 with a tea-party, musical accompaniment and an address by the Rev. 
William Scoresby, Vicar of Bradford. Omnibuses ran every half an hour with 
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Figure 1, The Woolsorter's Baths and Gardens, OS map 1852 (surveyed 1847) 



special low fares. At least 1,200 people, described as a 'motley multitude', 
attended, and as many again gathered outside.'° 

Description of the Gardens 
The baths were designed by the architect William Andrews of Bradford 
(though later, buildings were attributed to architect John T. Fairbank ") and 
the gardens were laid out by William Barratt, 'landscape gardener and florist 
of Wakefield';'2 The report of the opening in the Bradford Observer provides a 
detailed description of the gardens, which flashes out the diagrams in Figures 
I and 2: 

The site of the Gardens ... commands a fine view of the valley 
and not catching either the sight or the smoke of the innumerable 
factories .... The entrance to the gardens is through a rustic gateway 

After an ascent of about 100 yards, we reach the Bath House, ... a 
miniature resemblance of the seraglio at Constantinople. It is itself a 
picturesque object from the road, and from its terrace the spectator 
beholds one of the most picturesque views to be met with in the 
neighbourhood of Bradford. In this house is the residence of the 
Curator, and both hot and cold baths. Behind it is a series of ornamental 
ponds, rising one above the other as the hill ascends; from these ponds 
the water is filtered into the baths, and it is intended to stock them 
with fish. Another 100 yards brings the visitor to a pavilion, built after 
the model of the Chinese, a grotesque but pleasing object, and withal 
most commodious for the purpose it is intended to serve [the taking 
of tea] ... On the right, embowered in artificial hills, and approached 
through an artificial tunnel, are the Swimming Baths [for men only] 

completely sheltered from all observation. The Gardens are in 
excellent order ... laid out with great taste and give promise of 
becoming exceedingly fruitful. ... In different points of the Garden, 
selected with due judgment as regards the distinctive features of the 
opening landscape, and at a convenient distance apart, are a number 
of Moss Cottages, intended as places of rendezvous and refreshment 
for parties visiting the Gardens.'3 

Despite Figure 1 showing allotment-type divisions, the Gardens seem to have 
been laid out in a Loudon gardenesque style, with some curving paths, 
screening with shrubs/trees and the positioning of rustic pavilions and seats 
to view the wider, picturesque landscape." John Claudius Loudon's style 
was very influential, even after his death in 1843, and his many books were 
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Figure 2. The Woolsorter's Baths and Gardens, 1860 (Firth Carr estate) 

reference texts. Rustic work, rockwork and moss cottages (items constructed 
from unusually-fonned rocks or rough, barked branches etc.) were popular 
by 1840s and Loudon's wife, Jane, gave instructions for their design." 

Gifts of plants and ornaments came from wealthy patrons: Lord Morpeth 
sent 150 rare plants from the Royal Gardens at Kew; two rustic garden chairs 
(supposedly made from roots of yew trees buried since The Flood) came 
from the Royal Coliseum, Regent's Park, London; plants were donated by 
the 'nobility and gentry of the district'.'6 

The gardens dosed during the winter, with grand annual openings in 
March or April. Reports of events and Whitsuntide galas give descriptions 
of the gardens: 'the plants and parterres are looking well';'7 'the fruit-bearing 
trees are healthy and flowers unfolding';" 'shrubs, evergreens, fruit, forest 
and other trees, ... flower and vegetable seeds for sale';'9 in August 
strawberries were available;" the gardens 'now have a very attractive 
appearance, the flowers one after the other are coming into bloom, the fruits 
are advancing towards perfection and there is a prospect of an abundant 
crop of strawberries ... a greenhouse has just been erected and is well stocked 
with geraniums, fuchsias, calceolanas, verbenas etc'' the gardens are 'in 
excellent order and the fruit plentiful and rich' 'for sale, a quantity of 
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bedding out plants, fuchsias, greenhouse geraniums'? The nursery was not 
dealing in exotic plants, but the popular, cheaper varieties typical of the time.24 
With greenhouse facilities, plants could be over-wintered, allowing seasonal 
bedding arrangements on parterres. 25 

Comparison of Figures 1 and 2 reveals the development from an allotment-
type layout in 1847 (when the 1852 map was surveyed) to pleasure gardens 
with fewer dividing walks and more buildings by 1860. However, other than 
promenading, there were no integrated, 'rational recreation areas', such as 
bowling greens and cricket pitches, as in public parks. 
Recreations 
Pleasuregarden attractions were gradually added as 'educational' curiosities: 
'The Serpent's Bush' was a rustic architectural scene with snakes attacking a 
hawk and a polecat killing a cuckoo - admission 3d 6in 1854 Earl Fitzwilliam 
of Wentworth House donated rare birds for the Museum of Natural 
Curiosities - admission 2d; and Cudworth mentions a monkey house 
(though this has not been confirmed)? 
A dancing green was added where 'hundreds may now lightly trip on 

nature's own carpet' and on Saturdays there were skittles? Bands played on 
Saturdays and Sunday afternoons throughout the summer.' There were 
various competitive events from horticultural shows (with copper kettles as 
prizes, typical of working-class florist competitions 31) and 'Strawberiy Fairs' 
to brass band contests. Refreshments included tea, ginger beer and cakes .32 

The annual spring tea-parties and Whitsuntide galas were grand affairs 
(patronized, initially, by local dignitaries), with brass bands and fireworks. 
Leeds-Bradford trains stopped specially at nearby Fnzinghall for those 
wishing to attend. In 1856 the average weekend-day attendance was claimed 
to be 1,000-1,500 people, but galas attracted up to 6,000? The baths were 
very popular: 'as many as 200 have used them in one day, though they are 
still unfinished' in the first four weeks of operation there were 1,700 
bathers? 'crowds from our murky, smoky town are attracted now daily to 
luxuriate in their waters' and many used the swimming baths before 
breakfast.37 

An entrance fee was charged; in 1847 it was one shilling for a gala event, 
if taking tea, but six pence without refreshments? Sunday School children 
were admitted free.39 

Influences on their creation 
The creation of the Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens coincided with several 
popular movements to alleviate the circumstances of those living in dire 
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industrial conditions, as in Bradford, which were appalling even when 
business was booming, but in the 1840s, trade was very depressed.41 This, 
compounded by the decline of certain trades due to mechanization, 
stimulated industrial disputes and demands for political change such as the 
Plug Riots and Chartist activity.41By 1848, Bradford was 'the centre of physical 
force Chartism in the United Kingdom' with violent confrontations with 
militia.11 
The movement for public parks 
In 1833, the Select Committee on Public Walks highlighted the need for public 
spaces for working-class recreation in urban areas, since much of the land 
was being developed for housing and industry. Reformers from the middle 
class felt that if working-class energies could be guided from public houses 
and radical activities into 'rational' forms of recreation (promenading, playing 
cricket, bowls, gardening etc.) in the formal setting of public parks, then 
their contentment would improve along with their morals. By the 1840s, 
agitation for municipal public parks was underway, though progress was 
slow. 

The Rev. William Scoresby, in his opening address, praised the local 
worthies for their patronage of 'places of public resort and recreation for the 
benefit of the working classes', for their 'feeling of sympathy ... to those 
beneath them' and for 'assisting working men to help themselves'. He also 
suggested that those who built new houses or warehouses should contribute 
a percentage towards establishing such recreational facilities - probably not 
what the patrons wanted to hear! He hoped the Gardens would also be 'a 
fitting place of resort and recreation for the upper classes of society' as well 
as the working population. This was very much in line with moral reform 
ideas - so the lower classes could learn respectable behaviour from their 
betters.n However, as with other gardens which were open to the public at 
this time, the Woolsorters' Gardens were not free, presumably limiting the 
clientele to the better off working dasses. 
The movement for public baths 
The addition of baths to the Woolsorters' Gardens might have been influenced 
by the agitation for public baths and wash houses which began with the 
findings of the Committee on the Health of Towns 1840.45The lack of sanitation 
in industrial towns made regular ablution and clothes washing almost 
impossible. The Rev. Scoresby, in his opening address, pointed out that 'in 
the vast extent of Bradford, and with its immense population, there was but 
one warm bath [and] ... the expense ... placed them almost entirely out of 
the reach of the working population'. 
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Bathing facilities for the poor were rare in the 1840s: in 1842, Liverpool 
was the first town to have public baths financed by the corporation; Leeds 
had a swimming pool - admission 2d - but it was only open one day a week; 
however, in Edinburgh, working men raised funds to build baths and wash 
houses, the first stone being laid in August 1844-the same month the Society 
of Woolsorters' announced their plans?The Association for the Establishment 
of Baths and Wash houses was set up in London in 1844 and Queen Victoria 
donated generously. The Public Baths and Washhouse Act 1846 allowed 
parishes to use money from the poor rate and to borrow money to establish 
public ablution facilities.41 

Respectability was certainly a concern, with many feeling such facilities 
would be 'sinks of corruption', 'gossip-shops', good women would associate 
with the 'most abandoned of their sex', and also that bathing was not 'an 
article of necessity' to good health. The description of the bathing facilities 
at the Woolsorters' Gardens highlighted that they were well-screened from 
public view. The Rev. Scoresby commended the Society for the 'great decorum 
and propriety of all their arrangements' concerning the baths and 'the fitting 
recreation provided for men in the large swimming baths' -  not for women!5° 
The movement for allotments 
The revival of interest in allotments in the 1840s may well have influenced 
the Society of Woolsorters. The 1843 Select Committee on the Labouring 
Poor (Allotment of Land) regarded the allotment system as the 'natural 
remedy' for the condition of the labouring classes who had become isolated 
from 'the produce of the soil'.5' Middle-class moral reformers regarded 
gardening as a rational recreation beneficial to health and behaviour, and 
allotments as suitable self-help schemes for the working dasses.a 

In October 1844, in Bingley, Benjamin Disraeli spoke at the opening of 
allotments on the land of William Busfeild Ferrand, a patron of the 
Woolsorters' Gardens, who had tried unsuccessfully, in March 1843, to 
introduce a bill in Parliament to set aside land for allotments for the poor, on 
leases of 21 years.n 

Chartists also took an interest in allotments: in June 1847, their Leeds-
based The Northern Star gave a detailed account of the benefit of allotments; 
in August 1843 an article described allotments set up by a sick dub.' 

Closure of the Gardens 
In 1865, the lease of the land expired and was not renewed. The Woolsorters' 
Baths and Gardens finally dosed and the plants sold off in May 1865.' 
Ownership of the site had changed several times while the Gardens still 
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operated. 
It was for sale in September 1853 1 and again in June 1860 (Figure 2 is a 

plan from this sale). A deed in 1861 transferred ownership of some of the site 
from Emily Lucinda Fenwick (related to William Busfeild Ferrand) to James 
Beanland (perhaps not the James Beanland who signed the original lease 
with the woolsorters in 1844)? In April 1865, part of the site was transferred 
from Ann Beanland, widow of John, to James Beanland 1, then in May 1865 
all the land was sold by Emily Fenwick and James Beanland to Samuel 
Copeland Kell, a merchant, whose brother had built his house, Heaton Mount, 
next door to the Gardens. Kell appears to have commissioned various plans 
for the villa development Heaton Grove (Figure 3) since the plans lodged in 
Bradford Central Library are not those which were built. 
Reasons for closure 
Cudworth maintains the project was a 'miserable failure' since people used 
to sorting wool could not undertake the 'arduous toil' of gardening - 'the 
men and the method were wanting'; the swimming baths 'were obviously 
too far removed from the "throbbing crowd" of Bradford to be ever likely to 
succeed'; other attractions were 'all to no purpose' and the gardens 'were 
given up as a pronounced failure'? Cudworth was writing 30 years after the 
gardens dosed and he does not state his sources of information. The reports 
in the Bradford Observer do not back up his comments, even allowing for the 
'gloss of journalism'. 

Admittedly, the initial idea of a communal allotment cultivated by 
unemployed woolsorters to supply fresh vegetables to the town was 
abandoned (comparison of Figures 1 and 2, shows in 1847 (when the 1852 
map was surveyed) allotment "divisions of the land, which seem to have 
gone by 1860). This was probably due to woolsorters being once more fully 
employed as the worsted trade improved from the 1850s on. Prior to this, 
perhaps the original scheme was perceived as more successful than Cudworth 
allows, since a correspondent to the Bradford Observer called for similar 
allotment gardens for unemployed woolcombers.'° However, the late 1850s 
newspaper reports certainly focused on the baths and entertainments, which 
seemed to be well supported, and, other than fruit, all plants mentioned for 
sale were ornamental. 
A recent Conservation Area Assessment states that the gardens never 

recovered from a storm on New Year's Eve 1854. This is not borne out by the 
evidence, though there was damage: 'At the Woolsorters' Gardens, 
considerable damage was done. The wooden pavilion was completely blown 
down, and the glass in many of the frames shivered. The damage, it is said, 
cannot be covered for less than £30'.ol 
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Figure 4. The site of tlx swimming pool 

However, by March 1855 an announcement was made that workmen 
had been employed for landscape gardening, rock and ornamental work' 
and that various plants and seeds were for sale. The season's opening gala 
took place in April; there was a Grand Juvenile Musical Prize Contest in 
May; a Drum and Fife Band Contest with prizes amounting to £30, a 
strawberry fair and musical entertain till dusk in August. The 1856 season 
followed much the same pattern with weekend attendances averaging 1,000-
1,500 people, despite the distance from town. Even allowing for exaggeration, 
the reports do not give the impression of a collapsing enterprise, though 
there were hints of problems, both financial and social. 

In July 1846, the Society stated that money received totalled £580, but 
were expenses £3,500 62 and in November a public meeting was held at the 
Exchange Buildings, Bradford, presided over by John Rand, with other 
notables attending, to discuss the raising of fundsP In 1853, the Committee 
of the Woolsorters' Baths and Garden Society held a gala at Esholt Hall park 
'to raise funds to pay off some old liabilities', but it had to be postponed a 
week due to poor weather, which increased expenses and decreased 
attendance (though apparently still 2,000-3,000 were present), such that they 
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did little more than cover the cost. 
Attendance at opening events and galas was sometimes less than hoped 

for in 1848, the Whitsuntide crowds were smaller than usual, which was 
attributed to poor weather, but also the trade depression and the 'excited 
state of the town' with 'Bradford under siege' and 'militaly Chartists drilling '.64 

In the 1850s, the Bradford Observer began to report disreputable behaviour 
at the gardens - a youth was committed to prison for a month for using the 
baths on a Sunday morning; the manager of the gardens was accused of 
selling ginger beeron a Sunday; a man was caught bathing in the nude, with 
a dubious lady observing; there were concerns about 'alleged irregularities'.65 

For moral reformers, the entertainments in pleasure gardens contrasted 
poorly with the 'rational recreations' in public parks - which were free. 
Pleasure gardens were no longer considered respectable. The wealthy seemed 
to withdraw their support, since after about 1850 no mention is made of 
addresses by the Vicar and worthies taking tea as in previous years. In 1850, 
the campaign to construct Peel Park, Bradford's first municipal park for 
rational recreation, was initiated by the dignitaries. Also, in 1865 Bradford 
Corporation built public baths in town 67, as did Henry Ripley. 

Figure 5. The remains of the pool, below the swimming pool 
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All this was compounded by the 'increasing pressure from urban 
expansion and rising land values'.' In the 1840s the Woolsorters' Gardens 
were in the countryside (see Figure 1), quite removed from the pollution of 
the town (in Cudworth's opinion too far). Indeed Heaton was a separate 
village. By the mid-1860s, however, Bradford was much expanded and the 
site was then on the edge of suburbia and, thus, ripe for housing development. 

Conclusion 
Rather than accepting Cudworths verdict of failure, it seems more plausible 
to conclude that by 1865 the Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens had simply 
out-lived their purpose. In the prosperous 1850s and 1860s, there were no 
longer so many unemployed members of the friendly society; legislation for 
baths and parks was at last taking effect with corporation baths and those of 
Henry Ripley established in Bradford; Peel Park was free and available to 
all; and pleasure gardens had fallen out of fashion. Finally, it must be 
remembered that the site of the Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens was rented. 
In 1865, the 21-year lease expired and, due to the effects of expanding 
urbanization on land values, by the mid-1860s, the Gardens were more 
valuable for middle-class villas than pleasure gardens. 
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'CLASSIC CARDS', BRADFORD 

THE HISTORY OF W. N. SHARPE LTD 

By Graham Hall 

The title, 'A Classic Greetings Card', was printed on many millions of 
Christmas and birthday cards for over three quarters of a century from well 
before the 1914-18 war. It became synonymous with high quality printing 
and even today, despite the Sharpe name having disappeared from the 
industry, many people quote the name if you only say "Classic Cards". This 
remarkable achievement in this slick age of advertising speaks volumes for 
the highly skilled staff that the firm employed. 
How did such a company begin, and why in Bradford of all places? 

Sharpe's became renowned for their high quality printing and developed 
into overseas markets, but Bradford as a base for this activity does, perhaps, 
seem a little odd: textiles, yes, but surely not printing! In fart Bradford built 
up a major printing industry during the nineteenth century. In 1820 it is 
known that there were four printing concerns within the town. By 1900 there 
were over seventy. In 1861 around 325 people were employed in the industry, 

but within thirty years this figure had 
grown to over a thousand. The diversity 
of work was enormous and ranged from 
general stationery, bill heads, account 
books and the like, to greetings cards and, 
before the turn of the century postcards. 
Bradford had pioneers in virtually every 
aspect of the printing industry and this 
undoubtedly grew from the textile 
industry. Companies would have a 
growing requirement for printed 
stationery and as the industry grew 
through the mid-Victorian era, the 
printing industry quickly followed. 
Indeed, by the latter part of the nineteenth 
century and almost up to the First World 
War, Bradford was the principle centre in 
the UK for the production of Christmas 
cards. In this rapidly expanding local 

Figure 1. One of a series of six industry, the firm of W. N. Sharpe became 
patriotic postcards c.1916 a major player. 
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William Naylor Sharpe was the fifth of 
six children born to Joseph Nell Sharpe 
and his wife, Elizabeth. William came 
into the world at 12.30 a.m. on the 141  of 
March, 1846, the son of a farm labourer 
then living in Fenton, a small village 
about five miles north-west of Lincoln. 
He married Sarah Anne Barlow on the 
141, of July, 1870. They had four children, 
Arthur, Edith, Percy and Harold. It is not 
known when William and his wife 
moved north, although it must have 
been shortly after their marriage. 
Initially they may have moved to 
Huddersfield since their first child, 
Arthur, was born there in 1871. William 
was then 24 years old and we can only 
assume that he had served an 

QUO VAD,5? 

apprenticeship in the printing trade Figure 2. Lampooning the Kaiser - 

whilst still living in Lincolnshire. one of a series c. 1916 
There is some confusion as to when 

William began business in Bradford. The company itself celebrated its 
centenary in 1971, yet what seems a reliable Victorian industry-based journal, 
The Century's Progress, for 1893, contains a potted history of Sharpe's in which 
the date is given as 1874. Whichever date is correct it was close to the 
introduction of the first English postcard printed in October, 1870. 

William's first known home in Bradford, according to White's Trade 
Directory for 1875, was 18 Rupert Street in the Little Horton area dose to the 
present St. Luke's Hospital. White's also lists Sharpe's first business address 
as 4 and 6 Piccadilly, right in the heart of the town. Amazingly, the building 
survives to this day! 

Being a Master Printer and doing whatever work was presented to him, 
William increased his business so rapidly that within four years he had 

k opened a shop at 39 Kirkgate, just across the road from his Piccadilly works, 
selling stationery and other printed items. The shop remained in company 
hands until 1938. In 2002 the building was extensively restored, no doubt 
giving the premises an appearance much as they would have looked in 
William's time. 

Probably on the strength of the success of the business, William and his 
large family moved in the late 1870s to 15 Howard Street, near the lower end 
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Figure 3. Proof printing of a trial series, c. 1945,but never issued commercially. 

of Little Horton Lane, which would have been an upper middle-dass area at 
the time. The Sharpe family seemed to be gaining some affluence and status 
but tragedy was to strike. Sadly, William's wife, Sarah Anne, died in 1884 at 
the early age of 36. A year later William married again, this time to a widow, 
Mary Gott, who had two children of her own, William and Ida. 

Within ten years William had moved his works from Piccadilly to 19 
Thornton Road, giving him more space to expand the business, obviously 
reflecting growth in trade. He was going from strength to strength and 
undoubtedly becoming a business man of some note. But life was to deal the 
cruellest of blows, for in early 1889 he developed Bright's Disease, which 
attacks the kidneys. After a nine month fight he died in the 2nd of December 
that year. William was only 43 years of age and his young wife was left with 
six children, all of whom were too young to become involved in the business. 
By this time the company had a growing number of workers and a healthy 
order book, so a board of trustees was set up to run it. 

They obviously made an excellent job of running the firm as by 1893 a 
further move was made to 151-157 Thornton Road along with further 
premises in Eastbrook Lane and Vicar Lane. At this time the firm employed 
over sixty people. By 1895, yet further premises were added in Vicar Lane, 
where the firm began to produce greetings cards. Steady progress continued 
and in 1898, William's youngest son, Harold, took control. Why none of the 
other children became involved with the business remains a mystery, but as 
it turned out Harold provided the driving force and foresight to push the 
company forward. 

The venture into greetings card production was initially short-lived due 
to a disastrous fire which destroyed part of the Vicar Lane premises. This 
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did not deter Harold though, for in 1907 he made the firm into a wholly 
family-owned limited company and centralised all departments into one 
building situated between Longside Lane and Listerhills Road. The new site 
was given the grand title, 'Great Northern Printing Works', and very soon 
greetings card production was back in full swing. 

It is not certain when the company first began to produce postcards. Some 
information from Sharpe's themselves mentions them being issued during 
the Boer War era (1899-1902) although, so far as is known, no confirmed 
examples have come to light. A postcard exists with a printed date on it of 
1904 and the Sharpe name, having a comic advertising theme as its 
illustration. 

This side of the business also developed rapidly, especially with the 
introduction of their most famous card known as the 'Fab' Postcard. This 
was an unusual novelty first developed and patented by Joseph and Lucy 
Gaunt of Armley, Leeds, in 1905. W. N. Sharpe's seem to have produced 
them under licence from about 1906. The idea was simple but effective; a 
small satin square was attached to the front of the postcard with a 
lithographically printed design relating to a variety of subjects. A whole series 
appeared with flowers as the theme, with others covering views, portrait, 
arms and clans etc The squares could be detached from the card and sewn 
on to cushion covers, table cloths, etc, for decoration. They became a best 
seller for Sharpe's who continued production for a number of years. Vast 
numbers of picture postcards were produced by the company, particularly 
during the First World War when the majority covered patriotic themes. 

Returning to the general development of the business, we do not know 
precisely when the famous trade-name 'Classic Series' first appeared, but 

Figure 4. Superb embossed Christmas greeting's postcard, c. 1920. 
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evidence suggests that it was sometime between 1898 and 1903. A small 
trade card produced by Shape's advertising Christmas cards for December 
1903 exists which dearly mentions their name and by 1906 their telegraph 
address was 'Classic, Bradford. By 1913, Harold had ideas of expanding the 
company internationally and opened offices in the United States under the 
name 'W. N. Sharpe Inc.'. This was certainly with the intention of developing 
export markets. This got off to a good start with the 'Fab' cards being issued 
in America through a publishing company Taylor Platt & Co. of New York. 
Sadly, the onset of the First World War put paid to the whole project. By 
about 1922 Sharpe's ceased the production of postcards and concentrated 
almost exclusively on greetings cards and wedding stationery. 

Despite the Depression the company went from success to success and 
by the early 1930s they had outgrown their premises in Longside Lane. It 
was about this time that Harold suffered losing his home, 'Stephenroyd', at 
Apperley Bridge, in a serious fire. Fortunately no one was hurt and shortly 
after he purchased a large estate at Stoney Ridge in the suburb of Heaton 
which included a substantial house called 'The Grange', where Harold and 
his family lived. 

Whether or not it was Harold's intention to use part of the estate on which 
to build a factory prior to purchasing the land, is not known, although it is 
highly likely. Harold Sharpe was very much a man of vision as the factory 
which soon began to rise on part of the estate demonstrates. Designed by the 
architects Chippendale and Edmondson of Hustlergate, Bradford, the 
building was a revelation. The building had a neo-classical façade with a 
recessed portico with six free-standing fluted ionic columns. This mirrored 
perfectly Sharpe's 'Classic Series' trade name. Quality was the keynote of the 
whole structure with much of the exterior in stone, and oak-panelled offices 

Figure 5. A 'FAB'postcard from Series 'A' -  'Arms & Clans' c. 1908. 
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and reception area which were hung with original works of art by some of 
the twentieth century's greatest artists. 

Situated at the time in open countryside and looking out on to the main 
Bradford to Bingley road, even the grounds surrounding the building finished 
up as a cohesive and important part of the whole grand design. It was to be 
a 'garden factory' with beautiful lawns and a pond along with houses for the 
chief engineer and gardener. The building was finished in 1936 and the 
company moved into their new surroundings the following year, although 
they still continued to use their premises in Longside Lane. The move was, 
unfortunately, short-lived. War clouds were gathering and within eighteen 
months the Government requisitioned the factory and the company moved 
back to Longside Lane. G. E. C. moved into the new factory where they 
made radios for the military, remaining there throughout hostilities. 

When the war finished, Sharpe's moved back, and with the end of paper 
rationing in 1949, they continued their expansion. At this time they still had 
the premises in Longside Lane and a factory in Wakefield, a development 
caused by the shortage of female labour in Bradford. At the end of the war 
their turnover was around £150,000, and by the time the firm celebrated its 
centenary in 1971, it had reached £2.66 million. During the 1950s and 1960s 
two large extensions to the new factory at Stoney Ridge were added and it 
was around this period that they moved out of their Longside Lane premises. 

Harold passed away on the 261  of February, 1955, aged 73, having lived to 
see the company become a major player in the printing industry. Fortunately, 
there were three sons at the helm to carry on the family tradition. Norman 
Harold Sharpe, the eldest son, was Chairman and Managing Director; Donald 
Barlow Sharpe was Production Director; and the youngest, William Dayton 
Sharpe, was the director responsible for the wedding stationery side of the 
business. 

In the year that Harold died, W. N. Sharpe became a publicly quoted 
company on the Stock Exchange and by 1965 they had purchased Photo 
Productions Ltd., manufacturers of singly-boxed cards of the large satin 
embossed type, who were based in Kent. This was a massive expansion at 
the time as it represented 22% of production sales to the group. 

Although they had an extensive and thriving export market, and 
undoubtedly leaders in their field, omens of what was to come were already 
in place. No longer a private company, Sharpe' was vulnerable to possible 
take-overs. By the late 1970s printing was undergoing vast changes and 
despite being very successful, the company was no longer under complete 
family control. Both Norman and Donald Sharpe were in their 70s by 1980 
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Figure 6. A 'FAB' postcard from series 'V' - 'Views' c. 1908. 

and a cousin, William Arthur Sharpe, also connected with the business, had 
died in 1967. Norman Sharpe never married and Donald and his wife had 
no children. The youngest brother, William Clayton Sharpe had two children, 
but neither wished to be involved with the business. It was obvious that the 
Sharpe family connection would eventually cease. 

The huge Hallmark Corporation of America, which was founded in 1910, 
was by then the dominant manufacturer in the greeting cards industry and 
was deeply involved in global expansion, especially in Britain. In 1980 they 
purchased Valentines of Dundee, then under the control of John Waddington 
& Co. of Leeds, and by 1983 Hallmark had gained control of W. N. Sharpe. 

In theyears following both Valentines and Sharpes suffered as production 
plants. Initially some work and machinery was moved from Bradford to 
Dundee and printing was gradually reduced at the Bingley Road site. 
Eventually Hallmark decided to make the Sharpe factory their main UK 
distribution centre and many skilled workers were made redundant. 
Valentines faired little better when production was eventually moved to 
Ireland and the company was dosed in 1994. 

For a short time it appeared that the Sharpe's concern was to suffer a 
similar fate but, surprisingly, the W. N. Sharpe name continued to be used 
until 1996. Although the name has finally disappeared, the beautiful 
headquarters building survives with a new lease of life. In early 2001 
Hallmark decided to move their UK headquarters from Bath to the Bingley 
Road site and a massive redevelopment began costing over seven million 
pounds. The building was officially re-opened in November 2001 with an 
expanded staff of around six hundred. This included a number who had 
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decided to move north from the Bath site. This was rather a strange 
turnaround since only five years previously the Sharpe site had lost even 
more staff with the announcement by Hallmark that they were to centralise 
all administration work at Bath! 

Sadly, the last of the Sharpe family connected with the business have passed 
on, Norman having died in July 1986 and Donald in November 1994. A 
number of the Sharpe family are buried at the Scholernoor and Nab Wood 
Cemeteries. William Naylor has a splendid grave and headstone edifice in 
the former, whilst Donald Sharpe lies in the latter. 

And what of the various sites in Bradford where the company was once 
based? Numbers 4 and 6 Piccadilly in the centre of the town where William 
Naylor first started, still exist, and probably the façade has changed little in 
the last 130 years, although some of it is partially covered with a modem 
shop front. Number 39 Kirkgate, William's retail outlet, we have already 
mentioned looking quite smart after its restoration. Both Thornton Road sites 
have long since disappeared and Eastbrook Lane, which ran from Vicar Lane 
to Leeds Road, where W. N. Sharpe had premises for a short while, no longer 
exists, being covered in modem development. The Great Northern Printing 
Works site between Longside Lane and Listerhills Road still exists, although 
somewhat run-down. Scant evidence of W. N. Sharpe's glorious past - a 
company which served Bradford well and played such an important part in 
the industrial life of the city. Bradford should be proud. One wonders what 
William Naylor Sharpe would have made of it all. 

Sadly, the person to whom I will always be indebted to for extensive 
information about the family, passed away in 2003. This was Mrs Daphne 
Sharpe, the wife of Donald. She was generous with her time and eager to 
help, kindly loaning what is probably the only known portrait of William 
Naylor. lam also grateful for the use of information from the special centenary 
booklet produced by the company in 1971. 

It is worth mentioning that while Sharpe's ceased production of picture 
postcards in the early 1920s, they did contemplate venturing into the market 
again around the end of the Second World War. A number of colour print 
designs were produced in proof format as a trial, but they were never issued 
commercially. Whilst of rather mundane subjects, they were, thankfully, 
retained by the company, some being passed on to the writer who, along 
with many examples of their work, has preserved them as a fascinating piece 
of company history. May they help to remind people of what has been lost. 
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JOHN WOOD: BRADFORD'S FATHER OF FACTORY REFORM 

Part 2: THE HAMPSHIRE YEARS 

By Astrid Hansen 

John Wood. Photo courtesy of Hampshire Record Office, document 17M48/506 

John Wood, born in 1793, became the owner of the largest and, more 
importantly, one of the most humane of Bradford's textile factories. My article 
in The Bradford Antiquary No 10, 2006, desci-ibes John Wood's role in bringing 
about reform in conditions in the industry. It was he who first brought the 
working conditions of factory children to the attention of Richard Oastler in 
1830, and who provided a great deal of financial backing as well as personal 
participation in the campaign which followed. The date of his move from 
Bradford was hard to pinpoint, largely due to the lack of family or business 
papers left in Bradford. A brief visit to Alton in Hampshire while preparing 
the conclusion to that article revealed that there was likely to be more 
information available about his later life. Subsequent exploration of the area 
and a week at the Hampshire County Archives in Winchester not only helped 
with dates, but showed that the second half of his life was far from one of 
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retirement. He was, after all, only in his early forties when he left Bradford. 
John Wood laid the foundation stone of St. James's, the church he provided 

in Manchester Road, on 31st October 1836, which on the face of it would 
suggest that he was still living in Bradford at that date. Part of the land given 
for the church was jointly owned by John and his widowed sister, Mrs. Lydia 
Anderton of Burley Hall, and in November 1836 she sold to her brother for 
5/- her share of a dose on the south east side of Bowling Lane in the hamlet 
of Little Horton, called Ing, intended for the site of a new church and yard or 
burial ground. 

Lydia and John had another brother, who died before either of them. The 
Hampshire County Archives contain an index prepared by John Wood of 
some of his documents. It is a rather frustrating list, for most of the actual 
papers are missing, but one is summarised as referring to an agreement by 
John of a 'gift by me of £1000 to my brother's children of part of the inheritance 
bequeathed to me by my sister.' It would appear that after Lydia's death, 
John, as her heir, had chosen to share his inheiitanœ with those children. 
One of them, John's nephew George Wood, eventually joined the family firm. 

Although an article in the Forster Bulletin published in Bradford in 1971 
states that John moved to Alton in April 1837, there is some evidence for an 
earlier date for his removal. There was an auction of furniture from his home, 
Horton Hall, in June 1835, and in the Hampshire Archives an abstract of 
deeds dated 1835 refers to 'Thedden Grange formerly called Phoenix Lodge 
Estate in the County of Hampshire, the property of John Wood Esq.' Even if 
John Wood did not take up permanent residence straight away, it would 
seem that Mrs Wood left Bradford, for their first child, Annis Isabel, was 
born in 1836 and there is no record of her Baptism at Bradford Parish Church. 
A second daughter, Mary Matilda, was born in 1837, followed by a sort and 
heir, John Gathorne, in 1839, then two more sons, Charles Frederic and Arthur 
Hardy, and another daughter, Ann Gertrude. (Arthur became a first class 
cricketer, playing for Hampshire and England during the period 1870-1885). 

John Wood had taken his cousin William Walker into partnership in the 
Bradford business in 1835, finally selling his share to Walker in 1854. However, 
for many years after his move to Hampshire, John continued to take a keen 
interest in Bradford matters. There are regular letters from Mr. Glover, who 
seems to have acted as John's agent in Bradford. These deal with wool sales 
and prices and payment of an annuity to a former employee. Some contain 
newspaper cuttings about Bradford property sales or items of national or 
world news concerning the textile trade. There are letters about church 
concerns, mainly in connection with St. James's Manchester Road. 
A letter from William Walker in 1863 reports on 'Mr. Baxter's Factory Bill' 
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which attempts to interfere with a clause in the Factory Act that secures to all 
children between ages of 8 and 13 the right to half time working and half 
time education. W. E. Baxter MP had already been involved in a stormy 
debate in Parliament in 1856. The restricted hours and improved conditions 
of working were gradually being extended to cover more occupations and 
Baxter opposed a Bleaching and Dyeing Bill, taking the traditional view that 
the work depended so much on the weather that any limitation of hours 
would be a cause of loss. When Baxter made this new attack in 1863, Walker 
himself went to London to help oppose this Bill and John Wood sent him a 
contribution of £50 towards expenses. Happily, Mr. Walker was able to write 
again to say, 'The resistance proving successful, the Bill was withdrawn.' 
There is also an ongoing correspondence until 1869 with Philip Grant. He 
had long been an active worker for the Ten Hours Bill, primarily in Lancashire 
alongside John Doherty and the Fieldens and under the guidance of Lord 
Ashley. He edited an important weekly periodical, The Ten Hours Advocate. 
Letters from the Low Moor Iron Company and a report from the Bradford 
Infirmary which had opened in Westgate in 1843, are further evidence of 
continuing interest in his home town. 

There are appeals for help from private individuals, many of which met 
with a generous response, as evidenced by letters of thanks for postal orders. 
Many organisations also found him helpful. Those in Yorkshire include 
church building appeals from Burley in Wharfedale, Heaton and Greenhow 
Hill, Casterton Clergy Daughters' School and Bradford Female Refuge. 
Objects of his support elsewhere include Aldershot Female Reformatory 
Association, The British Home for Incurables, Sailors' Orphans Girls' School 
and Home, Winchester Diocesan Training School and a payment of £105 for 
the admission of one Isaac Brown to London Orphan Asylum. 

However, John was not an undiscriminating 'soft touch'. There is an 
account in his diary about a man who called one Saturday in 1845 to by to 
get a subscription so he could go to a Blind Asylum, using faked papers of 
recommendation. John promptly took him off to the police station, but then 
pleaded for leniency, asking that the man be brought before a magistrate 
(either John himself or a colleague) on Monday, and discharged, two nights 
in the cells being sufficient punishment. 

John Wood bought his Hampshire home from Sir Lawrence William Halstead. 
It was an old estate, dating back to 1203. When Halstead bought it in 1810, it 
was known as Thedden Manor, but Halstead incorporated the manor house 
into a much larger residence and changed its name to Phoenix Lodge, called 
after a ship he had captained. John turned back to the older title for inspiration, 
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Died den Grange. (Photo: John Hansen, 2006) 

so Phoenix Lodge became Thedden Grange. One of his early projects was to 
create a new drive through Thedden Woods from a lodge he built on the 
Basingstoke Road. The estate was about 800 acres but he lost no time in 
adding to it. One of the earliest and largest purchases was of the nearby 
Manor of Shalden in the parishes of Shalden, Herrisard, Lasham and Alton 
with estates in Shalden, Bentworth and Alton. This land had been in the 
possession of the Knight family since at least 1768. John Wood bought it in 
1840 from Edward Knight of Chawton, the brother of Jane Austen. Over the 
next years John continued to expand the estate, adding small doses with 
quaint old names, such as Hither Curtis Ground, Hither Crabtree, Further 
Curtis Pieæ and 'the 16 acres sown with turnips'. The Ansley estate bought 
in 1851 added another 319 acres. (By 1879, after John's death, the estate, 
occupied by his son, is recorded as being 3092 acres in size.) 

An anomaly which John did his best to alter was that a portion of his land 
at Thedden was not owned outright by him, but leased from Magdalen 
College, Oxford. There are records of Corn Rents and Old Rent Acquittances 
paid to the President and Fellows of the College. John hoped to persuade the 
College to exchange their land within his estate for an equivalent site 
elsewhere. To this end, he bought Wellhouse cottage and garden from the 
trustees of the will of William Curtis in 1855, but it was not until his son John 
Gathorne Wood was able to buy the neighbouring cottage and garden from 
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Henry Curtis in 1876 that there was a portion of sufficient value for the 
exchange to take place. 

The principles which had guided John Wood as a Bradford factory owner 
continued to influence his new life as a land owner. He was still an innovator 
and keen to use new techniques and advances. The very ground he walked 
on fascinated him, the chalk Downs being so different from the underlying 
geology of the Bradford area. He experimented with blocks of chalk as a 
novel building material. Although local people told him that the first frost 
would ruin the work, his experimental buildings at Park Farm on his estate 
were still standing after more than 100 years. An attempt to heat his home by 
burning chalk blocks on the library fire was one of his few failures. 

He was not a man to expect a good income from his tenants while offering 
little in return. Correspondence with architects and builders shows that when 
he bought farms, he frequently had improvements made to the houses. At 
Thedden, he built a chapel in 1854 ,at a cost of £1000, for the convenience of 
those who lived a considerable distance from the parish church at Alton. It 
had 115 sittings and a usual congregation of about 90 and although it was 
never a consecrated building, regular services were held there until about 
1902, when a new church at Beech was built. Thereafter, there were occasional 
services but the building was used mainly as a village hall, finally as a grain 
store before being pulled down in 1955. 

In 1865, John built a school and rebuilt the rectory at Shalden and 
substantially rebuilt Holdings Farm to become the house known as Shalden 
Manor. It was never just a matter of commissioning work and paying the 
bill. He was kept informed of the details of his various building projects, 
visited sites and sometimes suggested alterations. A generous project in the 
same year, which present day historians and conservationists would find 
controversial, was the complete demolition and replacement of Shalden 
Church. The old Norman church, with seating for thirty, was too small for 
the 19th century congregation, but instead of attempting to extend, it was 
simply demolished and most of its material used in the new building. 
Fortunately such treasures as the 15th C font, memorials and the Jacobean 
Altar Table were taken into the new church. In addition to the chapel at 
Thedden and church at Shalden, John was a benefactor of St. Lawrence's 
Church at Alton and a trustee of the National School there. In 1857, as the 
last surviving trustee, he vested the freehold of the school in the vicar and 
churchwardens of Alton. 

Other gifts of use to the whole area included the provision of a new road 
from Alton to Odiham, the route of the present B3349, which had a less steep 
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gradient than the old road, making the journey easier for carriage and cart 
horses. He was enthusiastic about the most modem form of transport available 
and was instrumental in getting the London and South Western Railway 
Company to construct the Alton, Arlesford, Winchester branch line. He even 
contributed to the salary of a Railway Chaplain for this line. 

It was not only his local railway line which aroused John's interest. He 
invested in the London and South Western Railway, London and North West 
Railway, South Western Railway, Mid Hants Railway Company, Great North 
Railway, Waterloo and Whitehall Railway, Leeds Bradford and Halifax 
Railway, and the East Indian Railway. 

The sudden appearance in the Home Counties society of an outspoken 
Yorkshire mill owner who consorted with known agitators and protesters 
must have been an unusual situation. No doubt John Wood's considerable 
fortune and his willingness to invest for local benefit would have helped 
with his integration and acceptance. He soon became a magistrate, as befitted 
a major landowner, but a greater honour awaited him. A selection of his 
diary entries best indicates both the appointment and his dutiful but modest 
response. 

Dec 28th 1847 .to see Mr. Seagrim about the office of High 
Sheriff of the County, which I am unwillingly obliged to suppose I 
shall be obliged to fill for the coming year. Interview with Seagrim led 
me to see it would be best to get Mr. Seagrim to London to make all 
the preparatory arrangements. 

Feb. 14th 1848 to tailors to purchase court dress to wear as High 
Sheriff. 

Feb. 15th Damp, walked to Thedden Farm before breakfast. By 
this morning post I received the Queen's Warrant to take upon me the 
office of Sheriff for this county. An honour truly unsought, but since it 
has been imposed upon me, my desire shall be I trust that I may 
perform the duties of office with as much propriety as I am able to 
command - but my inexperience in public I feel to be a great 
disqualification. I wrote to Mr. Walker, Mr. Seagrim, Mr. Holmes in 
Bradford and to my sister. After lunch I rode to both farms and to the 
Basingstoke Road. 

On the 22nd a covenant was signed between John Wood, appointed by Her 
Majesty for the year ensuing, and William Barber, Governor of Winchester 

Gaol. On the same day, Wood appointed Mr. Seagrim as Under Sheriff, an 
office he seems to have held under other Sheriffs, for he certainly knew the 
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procedures and had the necessary connections. 
On 26th Feb. 1848 John Wood paid Edward Andrews of Winchester for 

`A State Coach for the Sheriffalty, painting Arms, Crest Helmets and Mottoes, 
Hammer Cloth and Foolmans Holders, jobbed for the Official Year— - £30; 
Wax candles to lamps--- 1/-' There is also an account made out to 
Mr.Seagrim for the hire of four horses for Winchester Assizes at £21 a time 
for February and July. These came from Joshua East, Job and Post Master of 
Rugby Stables, London. It is an interesting little glimpse into the life of the 
times to see from his bill-head that East offered Job Horses, Post Horses, 
Glass Coaches, Broughams, Clarenoes etc. by the day, month or year. 

John Wood was no great diarist, generally being content to record the weather, 
the number of items of post received for each member of his household, 
walks to his farms and various domestic comings and goings. However, he 
was slightly more fulsome on the occasion of his first Assize: 

Feb. 28th. The morning was damp. Breakfast 8.30. Proceeded at 
time fixed, 10.15, in state with the judges to County Hall where the 
business of the Assize was regularly begun. I remained in the courts 
all day until dinner.! had to entertain the Under Sheriff, the Chaplain 
to the gaol, the Clerk of the Pleas, Superintendent of County Police. 
My dear wife dined with us. 

Feb. 29th. Morning was favourable. Breakfasted at 8 o'clock, my 
wife, chaplain and self. Went in state with the judges to the court at 9 
o'dock, where I remained all day much interested in the trials. 

In July the Hampshire Chronicle reported that for the Hampshire Summer 
Assize the judge was met at the station by John Wood, in whose state carriage 
he was conveyed to the castle. 

Other duties during the year included chairing various meetings. One 
would have been of some personal interest since it was called to protest at 
the South Western Railway Company's delays in completing the line toAlton 
and Farnham. 

Just before the end of his year of office, there was a further honour. The 
Times of February 23rd 1849 reported: 'Yesterday afternoon in St. James's 
Palace the Queen held a Levee, the first of this season.' Her Majesty and 
Prince Albert were present and among the noblemen and gentlemen who 
had the honour of being presented to the Queen is listed Mr. John Wood, 
High Sheriff of Hampshire, presented by Lord Ashley. 

After this year in the public eye, Wood seems to have settled back into the 
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life of a quietly benevolent country squire, doubtless with relief. Samuel Kydd 
in his History of the Factory Movement refers to the many times John Wood 
was pressed to stand as Member of Parliament for Bradford but uniformly 
refused. Kydd says, 'This circumstance is in keeping with his character; he 
has courted privacy, except when impelled to appear in public by a keen 
sense of duty - and has at all times preferred the unostentatious exercise of 
charity and benevolence to external, worldly distinction.' 

In 1852 the South Western Railway Company at last moved to provide 
the Alton and Farnham branch line, purchasing land from Wood for the 
purpose. The purchase price of £100 included compensation for any damage 
and inconvenience, caused by the construction work. The company were to 
make good the culverts, fences and drains, but thereafter Wood could not 
claim for the formation of a road or bridge for the benefit of his property. It 
was probably this agreement that contributed to the failure of a case brought 
by John Gathome Wood in the early 20th century. He summoned the railway 
company for obstruction when his wife's carriage was held up at Shalden 
crossing after dark, but the case was decided in favour of the company. 

Building projects for the benefit of John Wood's adopted neighbourhood 
have already been described, as well as his generosity to many causes. His 
concern for the outcome of his greatest campaign, for the betterment of 
conditions in the textile factories, continued almost to the end of his life. 
Wood's dear wife Annis died in November 1861 and is buried at Christchurch, 
Worthing. Wood himself lived on for almost another ten years. 

John Wood died at Thedden Grange on 28th February 1871. Editions of 
Burke's Landed Gentry showing the lineage of John Gathome and his son 
Ernest, give John Wood's death as 1st March 1871, and William Cudworth 
writing many years later gives it as April. However 28th February is the date 
in the announcement in the Hampshire Chronicle of 4th March 1871. An 

Iobituary in the same paper on March 18th sums up this fine man when it 
states: 

We have the sad duty of recording the passing away of a good man 
from among us. Last Tuesday week John Wood Esquire of Thedden 
Grange was interred at Shalden, in the yard adjoining the church, 
which is one of the many monuments of his liberality. We are sure it 
would be contrary to the wishes of his family, or we could record very 
many instances of his large-heartedness, his munificent but 
unostentatious liberality, his high sense of honour and probity and 
his many charities. He was an unfailing friend of the poor, and none 
ever sought his advice or assistance without the deepest feeling of 
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Wood family graves, Sheldon churchyard. (Photo: John Hansen, 2006) 

gratitude to the man and the Christian. 
Many assembled to pay the last tribute of respect to his mortal 

remains, amongst whom we noticed the Hon. Gathorne Hardy, the 
Revs. R. Bevan, Hodgson and Bickerdyke. Many more would have 
been present, had it not been understood that a wish had been 
expressed to have all conducted with the greatest privacy. 

Sources: 
B. L. Hutchins and A. Harrison, A History of Factory Legislation. Cass 1966 
Samuel H. G. Kydd, History of the Factory Movement, Vols I & 11, Simpkin, Marshall & Co. 
1857 
William Curtis, A Short History and Description of Alton 1896 
William White, Directory of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 1859 
Jean Lowry-Corry and Caroline Dixon, A Short History of Shalden in Hampshire 1982 
Hampshire Chronicle, March 4th and March 18th 1871 
Bradford Observer Budget April 21st 1906 
History of the County of Hampshire Vols 4 and 12, 1973 
Burke's History of the Landed Gentry 1886 & 1937 
Wood of Thedden Grange: family and estate papers. Hampshire Record Office 
Notes on the History of Thedden Grange, unpublished, by Sheila Carey Thomas, present 
occupant of a portion of Thedden Grange. 

I am grateful to the staff of Bradford Local Studies Library and Hampshire 
Record Office, and particularly to Mrs Carey Thomas, whom I did not know, 
and on whose doorstep I arrived 'on the off chance' at a most inconvenient 
time. 
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A REMARKABLE FAMILY - 

THE CRAVENS OF CULLINGWORTH 

By Angela Holmes 

The evolution of Cullingworth throughout the centuries has been greatly 
complemented by transitory residents who have enriched not only the fabric 
of the village but also community life. Traces of their presence are to be found 
in nooks and crannies all around by the enthusiastic amateur historian. The 
village has been home to many forward thinking, talented and enterprising 
individuals who have shaped history, not only here, but in the wider 
community. Industrialists, inventors, civil engineers, poets, composers and 
the ordinary hard working labourer who shaped the landscape have left 
their mark on the rural community that is Cullingworth. 

One such family who resided in and around Cullingworth in the late 18th 
and early 19th century were the Cravens who originated from Colne. John 
Craven and his wife Jennett were married in 1768 and had twelve children 
of whom nine survived childhood. John was a master stonemason and passed 
on these skills to his sons. His sixth son, Hiram, was born in 1780. Hiram left 
Lancashire and moved to Oakworth where he was apprenticed to a 
stonemason. His first contract was the building of a tiny mill just beyond the 
Brontë waterfall, between Stanbuiy and Top Withens. Hiram's interests soon 
extended to bridge building at a time of increased road construction. This 
brought him into contact with Joseph Nowell, another notable contractor, 
while engaged on the building of a bridge over the River Nidd at Pateley 
Bridge. This association was to continue many years with the families further 
united by marriage. Hiram's son, John, married Frances, the youngest sister 
of John Nowell, and another son Edward, married Mary the only daughter 
of John.' 

Hiram had heard of attempts to build a bridge over the River Ouse at 
York and, undeterred by the earlier failures of others, he contracted for the 
work. Contractors and engineers before him had been baffled by the swiftly 
flowing water but Hiram devised an ingenious way of slowing the current 
by dropping bales of wool at various points of the river to impede the flow. 
This enabled him to construct firm foundations to support the great three 
arched structure which rose 23ft from the river bed. The magnitude of the 
task was reflected in the ten years it took to complete the project. 

Many of Hiram's workmen lived at Hainvrth and Oakworth and walked 
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the forty miles to and from York each week. Begun in February 1810, the 
bridge was completed in December 1820 at a cost of £50,000 and Hiram was 
bestowed with the Freedom of the City. His eldest son, John, continued to 
work in York as John Craven & Sons and rebuilt most of York Castle walls, 
worked on several railway contracts, and built the docks at Sunderland. The 
foundation stone was laid on 12th February 18482 and the docks and half 
tide basin were officially opened on 26th June 1850. John lived, and died, at 
Highthorne House, Bishopsthorpe, York, 

In a tiny cemetery known as the Cholera Busying Ground dose by the 
city wall near the railway station in York, there is a large tombstone which 
marks the resting place of Hiram's third son who was an architect. 

Sacred to the memory of Abraham Craven of this City, builder, late of 
Dockroyd, Oakworth, near Keighley, in this County. Third son of 
Hiram Craven, builder and contractor for the re-erection of the Ouse 
Bridge, the drcurnural and public edifices of the Castle of this place. 
He died of the Asiatic Cholera on Saturday 23rd June, Anno Domini, 
1832 in his 28th year and was interred the same day, in this then 
appropriated cemetery. 

"He like the promising flower that perisheth under the passing 
storm, was smitten in the bloom of manhood by the unknown 
pestilence which visited this city, as it traversed its dark path over the 
earth." 

Abraham succumbed to an outbreak so violent that it claimed the lives of 
150 people who were taken outside the city walls and buried before sunset. 

During this time many contracts were completed by Hiram. He worked with 
John Nowell on the building of a bridge over the Linlithgow in Scotland'; 
with family members on the construction of aqueducts on the Union Canal, 
in Scotland, on the Fast Lancashire Canal, Whitby Docks and swing bridge, 
parts of the London and Birmingham railway, including the underbridge 
north of the great embankment and viaduct over the River Ouse in Milton 
Keynes'; the York, Midland, and Manchester and Leeds lines, including 
Todmorden tunnel'; and nearer home, the building of Wilsden and Shipley 
Parish Churches. 

The road from Oxenhope over Cockhill Moor to Hebden Bridge was the 
work of the firm, and the tiny bridge which carries the road at Oxenhope, 
whilst miniscule compared to the Ouse Bridge, is known to residents as 
'Hiram's bridge'.' The road from Eastburn to Kildwick bridge was also built 
by them. Hiram's ninth son, Edward, was killed at Whitby Docks aged 22 in 
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1833, and Jonas, the eighth son, died at Fairburn, Ferrybridge in 1839. 

Hirams's brother, Edward, born 1783, also trained as a stonemason and his 
skills were widely used as a contractor of extensive bridge, dock and public 
works in Hull. Princes Dock, built 1825-29 and still extant, is thought to be 
his work. 

As the 19th century progressed, both Hiram and Edward also became 
involved in manufacturing. Hiram had earlier moved to Dockroyd at 
Oakworth and bought Higher Providence Mill from the Haggas family, 
putting in two water wheels, one above the other to use the water twice, and 
constructed a large mill dam. He also built Ebor Mill and rebuilt Providence 
Mill where two of his sons were engaged in manufadure.8 Edward came to 
Cullingworth in 1808 and, in partnership with John Haggas, took over Ellar 
Can Mill. Joseph Harrison had constructed a three storey mill at Ellar Can 
in the late 1700's working both cotton and worsted frames, but in the wake of 
new mechanisation and diminishing trade markets abroad the mill had failed 
in 1808 and was auctioned. The manufactory housed six spinning frames, 
two for worsted, a picking engine and other equipment powered by water 
wheel and offered scope for enlargement with the addition of an engine.' 
The availability of coal nearby, sufficient hands from the villages, together 

Figure 1. The lower building adjacent to the cottages housed the warehouse with 
cottages over, built in 1820. (Photograph: Paul Holmes, 1985) 
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with a house and land, suggested a viable proposition and Edward Craven 
and John Haggas leased the mill from the new owner, John Greenwood. 
They continued to make cotton goods and yarns until 1816 when they, too, 
were bankrupt.'° Edward Craven then carried on at Ellar Can in partnership 
with John Greenwood, whose family had acquired lands at Cowhouse from 
the Stansfield family of Eshton Hall in 1769.11 John Greenwood also owned 
Vale Mill in Haworth, Cabbage Mill in Keighley, Swardiffe Mill at Ripon, 
and was in partnership with the Whittakers of Burley at Green Holme Mill. 
After the death of John Greenwood in 1846, Edward carried on alone 
constructing the reservoir above the mill, the adjoining cottages and changing 
from cotton to worsted manufacture. Edward also carried on in his capacity 
as architect and hydraulic engineer acting for Greenwoods of Keighley, 
Fosters of Denholme, and Townend of Cullingworth. 

Edward was also the architect for the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel on 
Church Street, Cullingworth, and was involved in the planning and building 
of the Baptist Chapel on Halifax Road, Cullingworth, of which he was a 
Trustee) He moved to Bradford in 1853 and died in 1861 aged 78. 

Edward's son, Benjamin, tenanted three houses, a corn mill, stable and 
reservoir on Mill Street, the croft and Church barn, farmed 26 acres and was 
listed as corn miller and farmer, continuing until his death in 1882 aged 74. 

Figure 2. Cold Spring House (Photograph: P Holmes 1985) 
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William Craven, the seventh son of Hiram born 1803, completed Cold Spring 
House at Cullingworth in 1835 for his second wife Maria and came to live in 
the village (Figure 2). He too was a railway contractor and also a worsted 
manufacturer. His second wife Maria was the sister of Jonas Sugden who 
was in partnership with William's brother Hiram as Craven & Sugden at 
Higher Providence Mill, Oakworth. Maria only enjoyed three years at Cold 
Spring, dying in 1838. William was a benefactor of the Bingley Wesleyan 
Methodist Chapel and also Cullmgworth Chapel. He died in 1847 aged 44. 

The prolific Craven family were at the very heart of civil engineering in 
the first half of the nineteenth centut contracting for Telford, Brunel, and 
Stephenson in the major road, rail and waterway undertakings which remain 
part of our infrastructure today. Their other enterprises included building 
public works and churches, soap manufacture, sweet making, rope and sail 
making, and cotton and worsted manufacturers. Some are mentioned as 
provisional directors for the making of the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway 
and others emigrated to Australia where they built Melbourne University. 

The descendants of John and Jennet Craven of Colne left lasting testaments 
to their skills in civil engineering, many of which are still very much in use 
today, and their associations in business brought them by marriage into some 
of the most influential families of the nineteenth century. 

The largest headstone in Colne Parish Chuch marks the resting place of 
John, Jennet and nine of their children. Hiram and Edward Craven are buried 
in Keighley Parish Churchyard. 
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NEW BOOK ROUNDUP 

by Bob Ducket 

PLACES 

A History of Yorkshire: 'County of the Broad Acres', by David Hey 
Carnegie Publications, Lancaster, 2005 
vii + 472 pp. Illustrated. ISBN-10: 1-85936-122-6. ISBN-13:978-1-85936-122-
1 £24.00 
Although not especially about Bradford, this outstanding book should be in 
the possession of all Yorkshire-based historians. Quite which, hitherto, have 
been the best histories of Yorkshire is a matter for debate; there are many 
contenders - Dewhirst, Singleton, Hartley/Pontefract, etc. - but now we have 
a new standard: Hey's Yorkshire! David Hey is Emeritus Professor of Local 
and Family History at the University of Sheffield, and his books on aspects 
of Yorkshire and Family History are numerous and popular. Profusely 
illustrated with some thousand coloured photographs, this comprehensive 
history is both scholarly (Ilkley is not the Roman Olicana, but Verbeia, Eslack 
is Olicana!) and popular. I read this 450-page work from cover-to-cover in 
just a week or two, and wanted morel Hey is particularly strong on the 
medieval period and! found his grasp of the arcane administrative divisions, 
the influence of local families, and architecture, excellent. Unusually for 
Yorkshire historians, Hey is a South Yorkshireman, and at last the county's 
industrial heritage gets a proper airing - the image of miners' wives drying 
their washing on field walls, lingers. Well-documented, informative, lucid, 
and profoundly interesting. 

A History of Keighley, by Ian Dewhirst. Revised edition. 
Tempus Publishing, 2006 
l6Opp. Illustrated. ISBN 0-7524-3857-3 £12.99 
This excellent history of Keighley was first published by Keighley Corporation 
in 1974, the year Keighley ceased to be an independent municipal borough 
and was swallowed up by big, bad Bradford. These words are not used but 
the sentiment is pretty dear! Long out of print, 'Dewhirst' has been re-
published by the enterprising Tenipus publishers. 'Revised edition' is a phrase 
which may mislead: the text appears unaltered from the earlier edition apart 
from a cursory three-page additional chapter entitled 'Twenty-first-century 
Keighley'. It is a pity that the opportunity to plug the thirty-two year gap 
since 1974 was not taken, but I suppose there are those, the author included 
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perhaps, that feel that Keighley is no longer Keighley since Bradford took it 
over! 

This does relate to a wider issue. When I was approached by Tempus to 
chart Bradford's history, I ventured to suggest that a history of the whole 
Bradford Metropolitan area was needed. But 'No', they said, 'Just the old 
City of Bradford.' Tempus have, indeed, published accounts of Bingley, ifidey, 
Haworth, and Wyke, maybe on the grounds that these are identifiable 
communities with a more coherent and documented history - and with better 
marketing potential. Maybe they are right. But the thirty-three years of 
Bradford Met, does need chronicling! Many Bradfordians now living have 
never known anything else but 'Bradford Met.', and a lot has happened since 
1974! 

But to return to 'Dewhirst', Tempus Publishing have done a marvellous 
job at turning what was a rather poor quality (physical) production into an 
exciting new book. The pages have been re-designed, some new photographs 
added, and the whole appearance is markedly better. There is an index and 
a (pre-1974) bibliography. 

Keighley has a proud tradition is producing historians: Herbert 
Butterfield, Asa Briggs, John Waddington-Feather and Ian Dewhirst. We 
welcome this re-issue of 'Dewhirst'. 

The Brontës' Haworth,' The Places and the People the Brontës Knew, by S. R. 
Whitehead 
Ashmount Press (6 Ashmount Mews, Mytholmes Lane, Haworth, Keighley, 
BD22 8EQ), 2006. 
152 pp. Illustrated. ISBN 0-9552835-0-7 £6.95 

Drawing on previously un-published material, The Brontës' Haworth 
explores, for the first lime in detail, the physical and social fabric of Haworth 
in the time of the Brontë family. Illustrated with over eighty early photographs, 
portraits and diagrams, this delightful little book examines many aspects of 
Haworth life: the Church, the Chapels and social life; the trades of Main 
Street and the textile industry; housing and health; agriculture and the life of 
the moors, and the Brontës' domestic environment. 

Unlike so many previous books on Haworth which concentrate of the 
Brontë family, Stephen Whitehead provides a social and industrial history 
showing that Haworth was a busy Peninne township that got on with life. 
That the Brontës lived there was a side issue. 

This book is a well-designed, self-published gem. 
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BUILDINGS 

Manorial Mills of Bradforddale, and the people connected with them, by 
Kathleen Aired and Jean K Brown. 
Privately Published, 2006.114 pp. Illustrated. (Copies in the Local Studies 
Department of the Bradford Central Libraiy, Bradford Family History Society, 
and the library of the Bradford Historical and Antïquarian Sodety)CD copies 
available from Kath Aired at £2.50 plus p & p. 
It has been a privilege to review this book. Rarely can such an informative 
and closely researched work of scholarship on Bradford history have been 
written. What the authors have done is to track down, record, and evaluate, 
every reference and source document relating to the water mills of Bradford 
- the old Bradford - Bradforddale. The development of Bradford, of any 
place indeed, is dependent on water, and it is timely that we are reminded of 
the fact. 

Starling with the question Which was the oldest mill in Bradford?' the 
authors guide us through the confused field of medieval Bradford, land 
disputes, successions of ownerships, rights of soke, rates of mulcture, soccage, 
tillage accounts, the 1311 Inquisition accounts, and conflicting authorities, to 
Centenary Square, seven centuries ago. But was the Bradford Soke Mill just 
a water mill or a fulling mill as well? Where was it, exactly? Other nearby 
mills were the East Mill and the windmill at Bakerend. Similarly detailed 
accounts follow of the other medieval mills of Bradforddale: Thornton Hall 
Mill, Allerton, Leventhorpe, Horton, Bowling, Bolton and Heaton - often a 
succession of mills. Fourteen in all. 

Not least fascinating are the accounts by the authors of their need to trace 
successive accounts to their source (the 'Chinese Whispers') changing 
terminology (three definitions of 'acre', manors/lordships), details of how 
various types of mill worked and the difficulties of using querns, the place 
of earlier historians, and the bewildering variety of sources used. An 
introductory section covers the geographical background, especially that 
relating to rivers and streams, and population increases. The work is liberally 
scattered with illustrations - photos, line drawings, diagrams, maps, has a 
full and dear contents page, includes reproduced documents, and has a full 
bibliography. 

The content is dense and closely argued, a source-book rather than a 
leisure read, but the text is lucid and dearly structured. No future historian 
of pre-Victorian Bradford can afford to ignore this work. There is a lot of 
Bradford in this work, and many Bradfordians. Congratulations to the 
authors. 
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Brass Castles: West Yorkshire New Rich and their Houses, 1800-1914. New 
edition, by George Sheeran. Tempus Publishing, 2006. 
191pp. Illustrated. ISBN: 0-7524-3806-9. £14.99 
At last! At last Brass Castles —superb title! - has been reprinted. First published 
in 1993 by the now-defunct Ryburn Press, this impressive account of the 
houses of the region's nouveau riche sold out quickly, and I know the author 
has since been badgered by people wanting to obtain a copy. At last, local 
history publisher Tempus has responded to the author's search for a publisher 
and we now have this classic back on the bookshop shelves, smarter than 

ever. 
The houses built by those who grew rich through commerce and industry 

during the Industrial Revolution were, and many still are, notable marks on 
the West Yorkshire landscape. Ninety two of them, urban as well as rural, 
are depicted here. Architectural historian George Sheeran looks at the New 
Rich, where their wealth came from, the architectural styles used, the 
workings of parts of the house, and the garden settings. From Aireville in 
Shipey, Baildon's Langley House, and Keighley's Eastwood House, to llkley's 
Heathcote, Girlington's Daisy Bank and Queensbuiy's Park House, and many 
more, this is a most pleasurable and intriguing history lesson. 

It is a moot point whether this publication is a 'corrected reprint', a 'revised 
reprint' or a new edition. The text and the illustrations selected are little 
changed from the first edition: an extra reference here and there, Linstrum 
and Sigsworth have gone from the Bibliography (though I noted at least one 
newcomer), one or two illustrations have changed, and 'Brewers and brewing' 
now has seven entries in the Index rather than only one! But the paragraphing 
and headings are unchanged, as are the ten Case Studies and Gazetteer of 
Surviving Houses. The knowledgeable local historian could, perhaps, find 
new information - Sarah Powell's article on Queensbuiy's Littlemcor in the 
2005 edition of the Bradford Antiquary, maybe - though the author does 
acknowledge that some people did contact him with further information. 
Overall though, it was wise to leave the already excellent text well alone. 

The styling of 'new edition' is warranted since the new publisher has re-
set the book in a different page size and re-modelled the contents. The large 
format has shrunk to a more bookshelf-friendly size, the double columned 
pages have gone, photographs have been re-set, and footnotes have become 
endnotes. I miss the original bright orange cover with its handsome engraving 
of Girlington's Woodlands, but must admit that Tempus have done an 
excellent job. I am pleased that now more people can enjoy this remarkable 
book. 
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly: an architectural walk through Bradford City 
Centre and Little Germany, by Christopher Hammond. 
Bradford Building Preservation Trust (Commerce Court, Challenge Way, 
Bradford, BD4 8NW), 2006. 40 pp. Illustrated. ISBN 1-870737-20-2 £3.50 
Christopher Hammond is dearly someone who knows his Bradford and his 
architecture, for in this inspirational booklet he informs and stimulates. It 
should be required reading for all of us who walk in this Bradford of ours. 
Based on walks the author gives to groups in the city centre, we learn the 
history and significance of our buildings. All the usual suspects are here, the 
Wool Exchange and City Hall for example, but the strength of this guide lies 
in the many buildings not featured in other sources, not least some of the 
less fashionable modem ones. Thus although, like most critics, the 1960/70s 
concrete and glass blocks come under censure, Hammond does caution us 
not to reject them over-hastily. There were good arguments for their 
construction and we may yet mourn their loss! 

This tour round the city centre could have done with more than a map of 
Little Germany, the photographs are a little grey, and the captions to the 
illustrations are unhelpfully hidden on the back page! The cover picture, 
though, taken from Little Germany looking across the bomb-site that is Forster 
Square to the City Hall dock tower, is memorable, as, indeed, is that of the 
now-demolished Petergate. Stimulating and informative, this is an excellent 
little guide. 

Midland Lines. Railway Stations Past and Present: Bradford Forster Square 
to Morecambe Promenade and Branches, by Donald Binns. 
Trackside Publications (50 Long Meadow, Skipton, BD23 IBW), 2005. 
80 pages. Illustrated. ISBN 1-900095-26-2 £14.95 
'The most memorable feature of LNER local services around the West Riding 
was the terrible odour which hung around their termini - this being attributed 
to the South Yorkshire coal then in use.' (p.77). Is this an LMS slur on the 
LNER, or was is true? And do you know why the old Platform One at Shipley 
was put out of use? I was told that it was because the newer carriages lacked 
bogie wheels and thus got stuck on the sharp curves (trains still screech 
terribly when using the present-day platform 5), so the lines had to be re-
aligned. The author of this book says it was 'because it was found that two 
modern multiple units could not stand side-by-side, one at each platform, 
there being insufficient clearance' (plO). The sharp curvature of the lines, 
indeed, inhibited platforms being built on the busy Leeds-Keighley lines 
until the 1980s. But of the nature of the platforms at Shipley prior to 1870, 
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however, the author writes, 'I have no information' (page 9). (Can we help? 
Ed.) 

The photographs of Donald Bums will be well known to readers of local 
railway books, and most of the 150 or more photographs here are from his 
personal collection, the compiler and publisher of this handsome and 
absorbing book. Images range from the magnificent engraving of the old 
Keighley station (1847-83), through a wealth of Victorian and post-Victorian 
black and whites, to present day colour photographs. I must remark how 
sharp most of the images are, an achievement all too rare in this type of 
compilation. Congratulations to Cleckheaton's Amadeaus Press. 

Stations on the Bradford to Morecambe line and its LMS branches are 
featured from all periods, including many no longer extant - Bell Busk, 
Elslack, Ingleton and Hornby, for example - or which have undergone many 
incarnations and re-locations such as Skipton, Keighley and Morecambe. 
This is not a social history - there is no mention of the businessman's special 
from Bradford to Morecambe, or the first Pulman service now commemorated 
by a plaque in the modem waiting room Forster Square - but the images 
themselves and the accompanying captions give a wealth of information. 
The architecture tells us a lot, too: the station master's houses, the ornate 
station buildings, the ironwork, the fabulous cathedral-like appearance of 
the second Northumberland Street station in Morecambe, not to mention 
the now-disused lines. Remember the red fire buckets and station trolleys in 
the days before suitcases had wheels! There are also the incidentals such as 
the chimney at Salt's Mill belching out soot seen from Saltaire station and the 
massive 'Railway Goods and Wool Warehouse' lettering which formed the 
backdrop to Forster Square Station (now replaced by the modernistic tax 
office, also shown). All too often the phrase 'since demolished' accompanies 
many of these fine old buildings, but some remain, even if no longer used as 
a station. The book includes many old timetables to marvel at, and 
reproductions of tickets. Details of originating railway companies and dates 
of station openings and major alterations are given, plus a few personal asides 
which give added interest. 

Yes, it is nostalgia, glorious nostalgia, but the present-day photographs 
remind us that the railways evolve, that the present, as well as the past, must 
be cherished. As a hard-up student in the 1960s, I used to get the cheap 
overnight Thames-Clyde Express from Glasgow to London St. Pancras, going 
home on university vacations. It travelled overnight on the Settle-Carlisle 
route. I never saw ought - till now, now that Donald Binns has shown me 
what I missed! 
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PEOPLE - ORAL HISTORY 

Textile Voices: A Century of Mill Life, 2nd ed. Edited by Tim Smith and 
Olive Howarth. 
Bradford Heritage Recording Unit, 2006. 128 pp. Illustrated. ISBN 0-946657-
57-2 £12.95 
During the 1980s the Bradford Heritage Recording Unit (BHRU) carried out 
an extensive programme interviewing people about their lives in the Bradford 
Metropolitan District. These included over two hundred life-story interviews 
with members of the textile communities. An outcome of this was the 
publication Textile Voices in 1989, an anthology of transcriptions of these 
interviews illustrated with many photographs showing the various places, 
practices and people relating to textile work in the district. Long unavailable, 
we are pleased to report that a much enlarged edition has been published by 
BHRU. While the selection of interviews edited by the late Olive Howarth 
remains substantially the same, the photographic element has been greatly 
enhanced. Since the original interviewing programme, a rich collection of 
photographs has been collected, often copies from the collections of the 
interviewees themselves, and many more have been taken by Bradford 
photographer, Tim Smith. The page size of the book has almost doubled to 
A4, giving the photographs much better impact. Now in hard-back, the strong 
cover design - Keighley textile workers sharing a joke - and dramatically 
improved page layouts, make this a book a joy to handle. 

Tim Smith, now a freelance photographer and writer, and Rob Perks, 
Curator of Oral History at the British Sound Archive, both former Co-
ordinators of BHRU, have written an excellent introduction explaining how 
a small market town grew into a major industrial city, and why the 
manufacturing of textiles in Bradford has virtually disappeared. The mix of 
interview extracts and photographs chart the history of the textile industry 
during the twentieth century. This is not a nostalgic reminiscence of past 
glories, for by using the words and pictures of the participants themselves, 
this book presents a vivid account of life as it was lived. The views are often 
thought-provoking and sometimes surprising. The handsome book is a 
marvellous addition to the record of Bradford's recent past. 

Asians in Britain. Photographs by Tim Smith. Introduced by Naseen Khan. 
Deed Lewis Publishing in association with Bradford Heritage Recording 
Unit, 2004. 
132 pp. Illustrated. ISBN 1-904587-09-7 £15.99 
Although not specifically about Bradford, the subject matter, and more 
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particularly, the strong Bradford presence in the photographs of Bradford-
based Tim Smith, make this powerfully visual book a strong candidate for 
the bookshelves of local historians. It is another attractively produced 
hardback with strong, dramatic photographs; a delightful record of the story 
of Asians in Britain. From insignificant beginnings the community has 
expanded and diversified beyond recognition, whilst still maintaining a 
strong sense of origin. It some ways the book reminds me of the ground-
breaking Destination Bradford: A Century of Immigration, the first publication 
by BHRU in 1987. Like that earlier volume, Asians in Britain gives the 
immigrant communities a sense of identity, and the rest of us a better 
understanding of the new Bradford changing before our eyes. It is good to 
learn that the pioneering work of BHRU continues to be published. 

Sikh elders playing cards at The Indian Worker's Association in Bradford; 
Benazir Bhutto addressing a rally at the St George's Hall; father and son at 
prayers in a Listerhills mosque (once a church); and girls learning Gurmukhi 
script at the Guru Gobind Singh Gurdawara, are just four of the images that 
will pass into Bradford's history. 

Made in Bradford. Edited by M. Y. Alam. 
Route Publications (P0 Box 167, Pontefract, WF8 4WW), 2006. 
224 pages. ISBN-10: 1-901927-32-6; ISBN-13: 978-1-901927-32-0 
£8.99 Paperback 
Made in Bradford is a compilation of edited transcripts from interviews and 
conversations with men living in Bradford of Pakistani Muslim heritage. 
The men took part in a research project conducted in Bradford and funded 
by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. The hope was to gain insight into how 
identities are experienced, shaped and function in everyday life. The project 
also shed light on the overlapping debates surrounding citizenship, 
integration, ethnicity, and how Islam is lived and perceived in a contemporary, 
northern British inner city. Following the Bradford riots of 2001, the twin 
towers tragedy of 9/11, the 7/11 London bombings and other the terrorist 
acts, it is useful to have these insights into the life of the group often the focus 
of negative media attention. The formal research project was published as 
British-Pakistani Men from Bradford: Linking Narratives to Policy and is 
available from the Joseph Rountree Foundation or as a downloadable pdf 
file (www.jrf.org.uk/bookshopi). 

The compiler has re-worked 24 of these interviews and the result is a 
highly readable paperback. The Introduction apart, the interviews are 
unadorned with any editorial comment, the men interviewed being allowed 
to speak for themselves. In these accounts we get a good feel for their side of 
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the story. And the feature that stuck me most was that these were just ordinary 
working class men talking about what any working class men talk about - 

work, home, relationships - although, obviously, the cultural differences are 
present. They talk about aapnay (their own people), biradari (the extended 
clan), goray (white people), blingers (ostentatious displayers of wealth), hoods 
(neighbourhoods), the Five-O (police, from Hawaii Five-O), and their Iman 
(faith). The use of contemporary terms is a nice feature of the book; it is not 
overdone and there is a glossary. 
I must own that this little book had quite an impact on me. Fearing to get 

an unwelcome dose of anti-White rhetoric, I was relieved to get none. I had, 
of course, succumbed to the stereotype of treating Asian men as a group! 
Instead I got a refreshingly balanced and objective view of rational, street-
wise 'ordinary' people. It is left to the editor in his introduction to draw out 
some of the broader, 'political' issues. He criticises the media for using popular 
stereotypes and he criticises the policy of 'multi-culturalism'. Of the themes 
that come through in the book, the strongest is, perhaps, the power of family 
networks. In every account there is a concern with the marriage issue, of 
pleasing parents by marrying into the extended family. One of the attractions 
of Britain is the lessening of the 'tyranny' of family and the freedom to 'be 
your own person'. The positive image of Britain was refreshing, and most of 
those interviewed had a dislike of Pakistan - although the ties are strong and 
dearly there is an identity problem; there was a constant need for these young 
men to justify their position. 
I thought the sample of men interviewed was a touch narrow: there were 

plenty of taxi drivers, corner shop and 'take-away' staff, but no bus drivers 
and very few office workers. The book is a touch over-repetitive and it started 
to drag after a while, yet overall, illuminating. It is another contribution to 
Bradford's rich local oral history archive. 

PEOPLE - REDISCOVERING PRIESTLEY 

Brig/it Day by J B Priestley. Sixtieth anniversary edition. 
Great Northern Books (P0 Box 213, Ilkley, LS29 9WS), 2006. 
32pp. Illustrated. ISBN 1-905080-18-2 £14.99. 
2006 was a good year for Bradford's famous son, J B Priestley. The highlight 
was the launch of the anniversary edition of his autobiographical novel, Bright 
Day, which took place at the House of Commons. Hosted by local MP, Ann 
Ciyer, other MPs attending were Philip Davies (Shipley), Bradford-born 
Austin Mitchell, and Tony Benn. The latter gave an excellent address in which 
he demonstrated good knowledge of Bradford's contribution to the history 
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of the Labour Party and Priestley's own political views. Others attending 
were the author's son, Tom Priestley, Stan Barstow, Ken Morrison, and 
members of the Bradford-based I B Priestley Society. 

First published in 1946, Bright Day was a critical and popular success. 
Disillusioned scriptwriter Gregory Dawson relives his early life before the 
slaughter of the First World War in a recognizably Bradford setting - family 
days on the moors, work in a wool office, first scribblings as a writer. Priestley 
is ever positive, and at the time of publication, as in our own confused times, 
his humanity and optimism is appealing. 

Great Northern Books are a relative newcomer to local publishing, but 
already their list can boast two books each by Austin Mitchell and weather 
man Paul Hudson, Colin Speakman and ex-Dalesman David Joy. The quality 
of this attractive hardback is outstanding. In this anniversary edition the 
publisher includes not only the full text of the novel, but forewords by Tom 
Priestley and Margaret Drabble; a biography by Lee Hanson and David Joy; 
a Literary Tour relating places mentioned in the novel to Priestley's Bradford 
(Smithson Square = Forster Square, Gladstone Hall = St George's Hall, Bulsden 
= Baildon); tributes to Priestley by such luminaries as Melvyn Bragg, David 
Hockney, Alan Plater, Paul Johnson, Michael Foot, Timothy West, Robert 
Robinson, Beryl Bainbridge, Dents Healy, Alan Ayckbourn; and 'A Last Word' 
by Tony Benn. There is also an impressive collection of 54 photographs, many 
from the Priestley Collection now at the University of Bradford, others by 
photographer Ian Beesley and from other archive collections. The production 
of the book was based, in part, on a subscription system, and subscriber's 
names are recorded. 

Readers of The Bradford Antiquary will be particularly interested in the 
local colour of the novel, but Bright Day goes deeper and tells us something 
about the spirit of Bradford. 

Bright Day: A 60th Birthday Celebration; edited by K E Smith. 
meJ B Priestley Society (Publications, 22 Holden Lane, Shipley, BDI7 6HZ), 
2006. 
38 pp. £5.00. 
Priestley's Bright Day is also celebrated by the J B Priestley Society in the 
latest of its occasional series of publications. Founded ten years ago, the 
Society aims to increase awareness of JB's life and works. In his introduction 
to this booklet, Ken Smith, Chairman of the Society and Senior Research 
Fellow in Literature at the University of Bradford, sets the scene for a deeper 
appreciation of this, Priestley's favourite novel. First, though, comes Priestley's 
own contribution, reprinted from the 1966 Everyman edition of Bright Day, 
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in which he reacts to the comments made by C C Jung to the novel, and to 
David Hughes, author of J.B.Priestley: An Informal Study of his Work (1958). It 
is rare to get an author's comments on his critics and admirers and it is good 
to have this account. In the chapter 'The Lady Hits Back: Priestley and Cinema 
in Bright Day', we have a useful reminder of Priestley's significant 
contribution to the film industry. Taking his cue from Gregory Dawson, Bright 
Day's narrator, Society Information Officer, Michael Nelson looks at Priestley's 
involvement in British cinema in the 1930s, during the war, and his career as 
a scriptwriter in Hollywood. Priestley's statue looks out over Bradford from 
the front of the National Media Museum - how appropriate! Ken Smith's 
essay 'Bright Day: Time, Memory and Truth', tackles the complex issue of 
Priestley's interest in time, of memory, of how we are all a product of our 
self-image. By returning to his (Bruddersford) roots, Gregory Dawson comes 
to a better realization of who he is. Priestley's interest in time is part of his 
appeal as a writer, particularly in his plays, and Ken Smith's lucid study is 
welcome. 

I B Priestley's Bradford by Gary Firth. 
Tempus Publishing, 2006 (Images of England series). 
128 pp. Illustrated. ISBN 0-7524-3865-4 £12.99. 
Tempus Publishers have done Bradford proud recently, with numerous books 
on the city and its regions, so it is niœ to report their publication of Gary 
Firth's J. B. Priestley's Bradford. Back in 1986, Dalesman Books published Bygone 
Bradford: The 'Lost World'ofJ.B. Priestley. There was also 1. B. Priestley's Yorkshire, 
an anthology of Priestley's writings about Yorkshire compiled by W. 
R.Mitchell and published by Dalesman in 1987. Both books contained many 
photographs of Bradford. Both, however, have long been out of print, so it is 
a pleasure to report a completely new work by Dr Firth. Gary's excellent 
book A History of Bradford (Philliniore, 1997) and his Bradford and the 
Industrial Revolution (Ryburn 1990) are just two more of his Bradford 
credentials. 

J. B. Priestley's Bradford is a substantially larger work than the author's 
earlier Bygone Bradford, with over 200 photographs. Remarkably, with the 
exception of some early Priestley family photographs, there is very little 
overlap. The material is arranged in eight thematic chapters: A Bradford 
Boyhood; The Swan Arcadian; Off to War; Streets and Shops of Priestley's 
Bradford; Getting Around Priestley's Bradford; Working Class Life in 
Priestley's Bradford; Leisure Time in Priestley's Bradford; and Social Welfare 
in Priestley's Bradford. There is a Foreword by Tom Priestley and an 
Introduction by the compiler. 
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The photographs come from a wide range of sources and there are some 
reproduced newspaper articles by Priestley and other memorabilia. Priestley 
buffs with find this book a work to treasure. But so will all who have an 
interest in the mills, trams, arcades and characters of Edwardian Bradford. 

J. B. Priestley: The Cambridge Years, by Alan Day. 
J. B. Priestley Society (Hon. Sales Officer, 22 Holden Lane, Baildon, Shipley, 
BD22 6HZ) 2007. 2'ipp. £3.00. 
After war service in the trenches, Bradford-born J. B. Priestley went to 
Cambridge University on an officer scholarship. The first essay in this booklet 
by Priestley bibliographer, Alan Day, is about those little-known years. 
Sophisticated Cambridge and no-nonsense Bradford tyke Priestley make an 
unlikely pairing, as the following recently-discovered letter to C. K. Ogden, 
editor of the Cambridge Review in 1919 shows: 'I have a lad, a distinct 
Yorkshireman, whom you may perhaps be able to help. He has been 
supplementing a government grant by journalistic work - or as he prefers to 
say, literary work ... He is prepared to write - and writes - on every subject 
under the sun ... His politics I will not venture to describe ... Plenty of self-
assurance, but withal an honest enough rogue ... Can you spare the time to 
see him? His name is J. B. Priestley.' 

Priestley's politics surface in Alan's second essay about the election for 
the two Cambridge parliamentary candidates in the 1945 general election. 
At this time, Oxford and Cambridge universities had the privilege of sending 
two candidates each to the Westminster Parliament. Priestley was asked to 
stand and he stood as an 'Independent Progressive' on an anti-Tory ticket. 
Comments on Priestley's manifesto are given. He polled 5,745 votes and failed 
by only 407 votes to enter Parliament. 

Alan's third essay is on an even lesser-known topic Priestley's first book. 
The Chapman of Rhymes was published in 1918. Its place in the Priestley canon 
was in doubt for a time as the author attempted to suppress it. Against the 
odds a copy surfaced but 'Even then it experienced the huge indignity of its 
author and two of his biographers misquoting its title.' It had been noticed in 
the Yorkshire Observer, 13 September 1919, a newspaper for which Priestley 
wrote. Priestly late admitted writing 'a collection of dubious verse, written 
in my teens before the First War, and sent to be published, entirely at my 
own expense, during the war when I felt, foolishly. I ought to leave something 
behind. A little later, still alive and coming to my senses, I destroyed every 
copy I could lay my hands on, now well aware of my folly.' 

We thank Alan Day for finding more about one of Bradford's famous 
sons, and commend the J. B. Priestley Society for its publishing initiatives. 



FICTION 

Ira and the Cycling Club Lion and Other Short Stories, by John Waddington-
Feather. 
Feather Books (P0 Box 438, Shrewsbury SY3 OWN) 
106 pages ISBN —10: 1-84175-240-1; ISBN -  13:978-1-84175-240-2 £5.99 
That John Waddington-Feather has a serious side is evident from his 
contribution to the recent History of Bradford published in 2005 by Tempus 
and reviewed in these pages in our last issue - most of the text of that book 
up till 1850 was his. He has also written histories of Leeds and Salt Grammar 
School. But John has a whimsical sense of humour, best shown in his verse 
plays Garlic Lane and Easy Street. In this delightful collection of stories, many 
of which feature Keighley - or 'Keighworth', John displays his formidable 
storytelling skills. Although fiction, many of the stories are based on fact, 
and if Ian Dewhurst's History of Keighley is 'proper' history (told in Ian's own 
humorous style), then John adds his own persona] touch and his own local 
experience to embellish some of the topics. The story of 'Ira and the Lion' 
features the town's Cycling Club, whose ornate building still stands in 
Cavendish Street, and the story is based on a true event. Whether the 
memorable tug-o'-war match and the Cycling Club Outing that ended in 
drunken ignominy are likewise true, I can't say, but doubtless many of the 
elements are, and we would certainly like them to be so! 

This collection of twenty-two stories began life as a series translated into 
Russian and published in the Ukrainian magazine Porto Franke. One or two 
of the stories have Ukrainian settings, but most have a Keighley background. 
Is this fiction, folklore or autobiography? Whatever it is, it is a rattling good 
read which makes one look at Keighley with fresh eyes. 

If you would like to contribute a review to the Bradford Antiquary, please do so. 
There are other new books I have not covered. Editor 
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MARY BATLEY 

It is with regret that we record the death of Mary Batley. Maly 
was a loyal and valuable member of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society, having been President (1983-1985) and 
excursions organiser and having held many other positions over 
many years. 

Mary was a respected history teacher, latterly at Belle Vue Girls 
School. Her enthusiasm for her subject spilled over to those she 
taught so that both she and her students enjoyed history in a 
different light as a result. She was an authority on various topics, 
one of her own favourites being 'Edward and Mrs Simpson' and 
the Abdication. She was an exceptional Latin scholar and translated 
many inscriptions on sight on our visits to historic houses and 
castles. 

Mary wrote and edited many articles for the Antiquary. Her 
interests were wide and varied and, being a true Yorkshire woman, 
cricket was one of her favourites; she had been a member of 
Yorkshire County Cricket Club for many years. 

The talks and walks Mary organised for groups of all ages and 
interests were anticipated with pleasure. She will be greatly missed. 

A & J. R 
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FOR SALE 

We have acquired some copies of remaindered publications from Bradford 
Libraries. These are listed below. Anyone wanting copies please contact me, 
either directly (details inside front cover) or at one of our meetings. Proceeds 
to Society funds. Bob Duckett (Editor) 

Boldness Be My Friend: Remembering Bob Cryer. Edited by Ann Cryer. 
1997. 276 pages. Illustrated. £12.95 
Tributes from over fifty friends and colleagues to the popular Bradford-born 
MP, induding MPs Dennis Skinner, Tony Berm and Tony Blair. Covers Bob's 
time as a Minister, MEP, MI' for Keighley, and Bradford South, plus his interest 
in railways, film and classic cars. Family and friends write of his early life 
and social background. 

Laugh, I Nearly Went To Bradford! By Tom Clinton. 
1991.68 pages. Illustrated. £5.00 
The author, appointed Director of Bradford's Bouncing Back campaign, tells 
how the City recovered its dignity and self-esteem with the help of a 
community-based public relations campaign and a team of bears! 

Movie Makers and Picture Palaces:A Century of Cinema in Yorkshire, 1896-
1996 
By Geoff Mellor. Foreword by Sir David Puttnam. 
1996. 320 pages. 220 photographs. £9.95 
Movie historian, Geoff Mellor, gives a comprehensive guide to a century of 
film and cinema in Yorkshire and the North of England. 

Philip Snowden: the First Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer, edited by 
Keith Laybourn and David James. 1987. 111 pages. £3.95 
Five essays which reappraise the controversial political figure born in 
Cowling, near Keighley. 
The Story Tellers: Three Generations of a Bradford Family, by Joyce Eaglestone 
1990.90 pages. Illustrated. £4.95 
From the departure of the Rev. Brontë from Thornton and the opening of its 
station in 1878, to life in the 'Chicago of the North' (Thornton Road) and 
wartime work in a bank, three generations - from Granny and Mother to 
Author - tell of the Bradford they knew. 

Such a Journey: Peace stories, poems and memories from Bradford People. Edited 
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by Frances McNeil. 1997. 135 pages, Illustrated. £5.00 
People of all ages and backgrounds contributed to this anthology to celebrate 
Bradford's centenary. The Second World War, the Partition of India and the 
Ugandan Exodus are covered, plus love and loss, friendship and struggle. 

A Tale That is Told by Martha Heaton 
1983. £2.50 
Life in Oxenhope in the early years of the 20th century. 
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THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

The Journal of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

The following back numbers of The Bradford Antiquary are available for 
purchase: 

1958 (Second series Part XXXIX): Armorial glass at Boiling Hall; A Civil War 
Hand Grenade; Two Bingley Postscripts; the West Riding Foreign Affairs 
Committee; Bingley Volunteers in the Napoleonic War; An Early Bradford 
bank note. 
1976 (Second series, Part XLVI): Wilfred Robertshaw, M.A.; the Manningham 
Mills Strike; the Bradford Protestation Return; John Nicholson, Unpublished 
Poems; Bradford Friendly Societies in the 1790s; Index to Volume IX. 
1982 (Second series, Part XLVII): Mid-Victorian Bradford; the Exley family 
of Rawdon; an 18th century magistrate, Samuel Lister; Old Bradford charities; 
the Bradford Lime Kiln Company; the Protestation of the Commons, 1641. 
1987 (Third series, no. 3): Crisis at Saltaire; the Low Moor Explosion; the 
Workers' Educational Association in Bradford; the Milligans of Dumfriesshire 
and Yorkshire; The Early Career of Philip Snowden; Family History; Reviews. 
1989 (Third series, no. 4): The Richardsons and their Garden at Bierley Hail; 
Bradford's Western Boundary; Village Blacksmiths, the Raynors of Burley; 
Cartwright Hall and the Great Bradford Exhibition of 1904; Robert and James 
B. Cartwright; Carr House Farm; A Wibsey Medical family; the Masons Arms; 
Occupations in 18th century Bradford; Reviews. 
1990 (Third series, no.5): Textiles and Society in Bradford and Lawrence 1880-
1920, USA; The Bradford Branch of the Social-Democratic Federation; The 
Secession of the Independent Labour Party from the Labour Party; Building 
Control in Bradford; The Gledhill family; Alfred Coe, Postcard Pioneer; 
Reviews. 
1992 (Third series, no.6): The Bradford Triennial Music Festivals 1853-9; The 
Pub as a Music Centre in Mid-Victorian Bradford; Old Photographs of the 
Conditioning House; Beer Brewing in Bradford; Enemy Air Activity over 
Bradford in the Second World War; Reviews. 
1999 (Third series, no. 7): The Bradford canal - the first promoters; The Lost 
Villages of Baildon Moor; James Warburton, Apothecary; Reminiscence in 
Bradford (oral history); Bradford History on the Net. 
2003 (Third series, no.8): Glossop, Gray and Greaves - Three Founding 
Fathers; Capt. Thomas Marten; Why Judy Woods?; Sir George Scott Robertson 
MP; Cleckheaton's Medical Provision; A Wartime Fireman's Memories; The 
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Houses of the Booth Family of Wibsey; Education in Saltaire; The Coming of 
the Railway to Cullingworth; Schooldays in Wibsey; Bradford Moor 
memories; Reviews. 
2005 (Third series, no.9): William Cudworth, writing history in the 19th 
century; Littlemoor and Harrowins - two lost legacies of Queensbuiy; the 
Bradford Royal Eye & Ear Hospital; the Bradford Canal - a brief history; 
From Drawing Room to Concert Hall - Music in Bradford; The People's Bishop 
and the Lady - Parson Bull and Miss Currer; Rooms with a View - Some 
Bradford Hotels; Workers' Housing in Keighley; Frederick W. Eurich - 

Conquerer of Woolsorters' Disease; A Milliner's Apprentice; Reviews. 
2006 (Third series, no.10): The Battle of Bradford: Riots against the New Poor 
Law; The Mystery of Wibsey Moor; The 1867 Bradford By-Election; Bradford's 
Municipal Baths and Wash-House; Haworth Wool-Combers; John Wood - 
Btadford's Father of Factory Reform; Robert Milligan, Draper and Merchant; 
Did Allerton haveaMediaeval Mill?; The Victorian Club Culture of Keighley; 
Reviews. 

Cost: 
Issues to 1999 inclusive - £2.00 for members, £3.00 for non-members, plus 
SOp postage. A pack of all 8 issues costs £10.00 for members, £17.00 for non-
members, post free. 

Issues for 2003, 2005, 2006, £3.00 for members, £5.00 for non-members, 
plus postage. 

Send orders to the Hon Editor (22 Holden Lane, Baildon, Shipley, BDI7 
6HZ) or purchase at meetings. 
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AUTHOR NOTES 
Kathleen Aired is a retired teacher, born and bred in Bradford. A developing 
interest in family history soon spilled over into local history. She is joint author, 
with Jean Brown, of Manorial Mills of Bradforddale. Kath can be contacted at 
41 Wilmer Drive, Heaton, Bradford BD9 4AS, or by E-mail at: 
jnikealrecW'nasuwt.net 
Christine Alvin was, for many years, a librarian in the Postgraduate Medical 
Centre at Bradford Royal Infirmary. After taking early retirement, Christine 
successfully submitted a PhD thesis on Bradford's medical history. Christine 
continues to pursue her interest in aspects of medical history and is Chairman 
of the Friends of Buck Woods. Dr Alvin can be contacted at: 1 Thackley View, 
Thaddey, Bradford IID1O ORU; or by E-mail at: christine@nca1vin.f9.co.uk 
Donald Brown was born in Knaresborough and educated at King James' 
Grammar School there. After National Service he studied theology at Durham 
and Bonn Universities. After a spell of teaching at the International School in 
Hamburg, he was ordained, and was successively curate at Bradford 
Cathedral and All Saints, Bingley, and then Vicar of Holy Trinity, Low Moor, 
retiring in 1997. Canon Brown, is currently Bishop's Officer for Retired Clergy, 
Widows and Dependents, and Chairman of Wibsey Local History Group, 
runs three allotments and can be contacted at 3 Northfield Gardens, Wibsey 
BD6 ILQ. 
Jenny Collett was born and educated in Bradford. With a science background, 
she has spent many years in academic publishing, white also being involved 
in historical research. At present she is studying for a degree in Local and 
Regional Studies at Bradford University. Jenny can be contacted by e-mail at 
mgag32@dsl.pipex.com. 
Bob Duckett was Reference Librarian at Bradford Central Library for 17 
years. He was the editor of two issues of Aspects of Bradford, and co-author, 
with John Waddington-Feather, of Bradford: History and Guide (Tempus, 2005). 
Bob is currently UK Editor of Brontë Studies and Vice-chair of the Library 
and Information History Society. Bob may be contacted at 22 Holden Lane, 
Baildon, Shipley, BD22 6HZ; E-mail: duckettbob@yahoo.co.uk 
Graham Hall was educated at Grange Grammar School and worked for a 
local company involved in steel fabrication work, eventually becoming 
director of the company. Retirement has allowed him to indulge his passion 
in collecting 'Bradfordiana', including postcards. He is a volunteer at Bradford 
Industrial Museum and is currently researching the 1904 Bradford Exhibition. 
Graham can be contacted on 01274 564518. 
Astrid Hansen is a retired pharmacist who was born and educated in 
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Bradford. She has served on many Church of England diocesan committees, 
was appointed as one of the first Lay Canons of Bradford Cathedral in 1994 
and has acted as Honorary Archivist since 1995. Recent publications are One 
Small Corner, the official history of the Bradford Diocese (1994), Sharp to Blunt 
(2000) and Wilsden (2001). Astrid may be contacted at:: 37 Manor House Road, 
Wilsden, Bradford BDI5 OEB; or by E-mail at: 
johnhansen@wilsden37.fsnet.co.uk 
Angela Holmes was born amd educated in Ilkley. She has been Hon. Secretary 
of the Bradford Historical and Anitiquanan Society since 1990 and was 
President 2001/3. Her particular interest is the history of her home village of 
Collingworth where she is actively involved in the community and is Parish 
Clerk. She has researched extensively and is compiling a history of the area. 
Angela can be contacted at The Haven, 9 Keighley Road, Cuilingworth, BD13 
SJA or by email: angela9haven@hotmail.com 

-89-





Contents 

Third Series Number 11 2007 

Fake or Genuine? The 1722 Map of Bradford and Horton 
by Kath Aired 

Dr J. H. Bell and Woolsorters' Disease 
by Christine Alvin 

5 

Ii 

Wibsey Chapel: The First four Hundred Years 
(Holy Trinity, Low Moor, 1606-2006) 
by Donald F. Brown 27 

The Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens 
by Jenny Collett 35 

'Classic Cards', Bradford: The History of W. N. Sharpe Ltd. 
by Graham Hail 48 

John Wood: Bradford's Father of Factory Reform. 
Part 2: The Hampshire Years 
by Astrid Hansen 56 

A Remarkable Family: The Cravens of Cullingworth 
by Angela l-lol;nes 65 

New Book Roundup 
by Bob Dnckelt 70 

Mary Batley 83 

Bradford book remainders for sale 84 

Back issues 86 

Author Notes 88 



The 
Bradford 
Antiquary 

The Journal of the 
Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

Third series Number 12 

2008 



1 

1 
1 

1 
1 



THE 

BRADFORD 

ANTIQUARY 

The Journal of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society 

THIRD SERIES NUMBER 12 
2008 



BRADFORD HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

Honorary Officers 2007-2008 

President Membership Secretary 
Bob DUCKETT Angela HOLMES 

22 Holden Lane, Baildon, 9 Keighley Road, 
Shipley, BDI7 6HZ Cullingworth BDI3 5JA 
Tel. 01274 592928 Tel. 01535 273265 

Deputy President Librarian 
Astrid HANSEN David CROFT 

37 Manor House Road 44 Old Road, 
Wilsden Horton Bank Top 

Bradford BDI5OEB Bradford BD74PE 
Tel. 01535 275937 Tel. 01274 501847 

Secretary Lectures Secretary 
Angela HOLMES Betty WOODROW 
9 Keighley Road, 19 Cleckheaton Road 

Cullingworth BDI3 5JA Odsal BD6 IBG 
Tel.. 01535 273265 Tel. 01274 679959 

Treasurer 
John HAIGH 

Fieldhead, Beck Lane, 
Bingley BDI6 4EL 
Tel. 01274 564868 

Editor 
Bob DUCKETT 

22 Holden Lane, Baildon, 
Shipley, BDI7 6HZ 
Tel. 01274 592928 

duckettbob@yahoo.co.uk 

The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of Bradford and the surrounding 
district. Activities of the Society include lectures, excursions to places of historical interest, 
publication of a journal, The Bradford Antiquary, and the maintenance of a library of local 
material. Anyone wishing to join the Society may do so at any of the lectures or by 
contacting the Membership Secretary. Website: www.bradtordhistorical.fsnet.co.uk 
Copyright: The Contributors and the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, 2008 
The Bradford Antiquary is published by the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. 
For information on the journal, its availability and back issues, contact the Editor, whose 

contact details are noted above. 
ISSN 0955 - 2553 
Typeset: Shadowline Publishing Ltd 
Box 101, City Business Centre, Station Rise, York, YOI 6HT 

I! 



CONTENTS 

Third Series Number 12 2008 

From the Editor iv 
A Year in the life of an 18" Century liandloom Weaver: 

Abraham Shackleton's Diary for 1794-5 
by Michael Bautnber 5 

Scar Hill Toll House and its Keepers 
by Frank Dickinson 15 

Jane Martha Forster, née Arnold (Mrs W. E. Forster) 
by Margaret and Dennis Warwick 22 

The Bradford Subscription Concerts, 1865 - 1950 
by Anne Wilkinson 38 

"This is our Library": llkley's Carnegie, 1907 —2007 
by Caroline Brown 43 

The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and Brad fordians 
by James Ogden 55 

Bradfer-Lawrence: A Rather Different Kind of Collection 
byAnne George 86 

A Bank with a High Level of Interest: The Bradford Memory Bank 
by Ken Kenzie 88 

Outward and Visible Signs: Two Plaques 
byAstridHansen 91 

The Rookes Portrait Revisited 
by Mary Twentyinan 93 

Around the Local History Groups 96 
The Contributors 101 
Book Reviews pages 14, 37,42, 54, 85,90 

Cover illustration, Fogley or Scarr Hill Toll after conversion to a private dwelling. (Courtesy 
Frank Dickenson) 

In 



FROM THE EDITOR 

My thanks to all the contributors for their articles and notes of their ongoing 
research, but apologies to all those who submitted material, sometimes at 
my prompting, yet whose work has not been included. And relief, doubtless, 
to those who promised material but have yet to do so! Be warned, though, I 
have not forgotten - work starts soon on next year's issue. Limited funds do 
not permit me to overstep the budgeted pagination and I have allowed this 
issue to be dominated by the Oxford Dictionary ofNational Biography. On receiving 
James Ogden's suggestion to focus on Bradfordians who featured, or did not 
feature, in the prestigious ODNB, it seemed an offer too good to refuse. James, 
a contributor to the ODNB himself, knows his Bradford well despite a long 
exile in Darkest Wales. He has provided us with a useful, and usefully critical, 
aide memoir to our notable citizens. lam reminded that in the preface of Derek 
Lister's best-seller, Bradford's Own, the author made a plea for better 
recognition of our famous citizens: he suggested a permanent gallery. And I 
am aware that there is a massive, yet little-known, file of newscuttings on 
'Bradford Celebrities' in the Central Library. Keyboard it onto the Web, 
anyone?! But here we are doing our bit to keep memories alive. 

My grateful thanks to Sarah Powell for her typing and editorial work 
and to John Haigh for scanning typescripts not available in electronic formats. 
My thanks also to Antony Baxter for writing in response to my review in 

the last issue of Midland Lines. Railway Stations Past and Present. Bradford Forster 
Square to Morecambe Promenade and Branches. I had asked about the history of 
the puzzling track layouts at Shipley station and Antony kindly offered 
some explanations and where to find further information. Perhaps not 
appropriate to go into details here, but thanks anyway, Antony. This issue 
also includes four 'shorts': research in progress, queries, etc., to which I hope 
readers will respond. (Sorry, Stella, couldn't squeeze yours in!) 

Finally, a welcome boost for our efforts was the winning of the prestigious 
2008 Publications Award for an outstanding article in a local history journal. 
This was awarded by the British Association for Local History for the article 
by Betty Longbottom on 'Bradford's Municipal Baths and Washhouses' in 
the 2006 issue. Congratulations to Betty. We hope for another such award 
'ere long! 

Bob Duckett 

July 2008 
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF AN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
HANDLOOM WEAVER: ABRAHAM SHACKLETON'S 

DIARY FOR 1794-5 

Edited by Michael Baumber 

The diary begins in December 1793 and ends in April 1795.1 Abraham tells 
us that he was eighteen years old at the time. For each day he meticulously 
records what he did, how long it took him, the state of the barometer and 
what the weather was like. Beyond that he rarely goes into detail. 
Nevertheless the material in the diary enables us to reconstruct what his 
life was like and, together with a short commonplace book, to get some idea 
of what he thought. 

During the diary period Abraham was living on a farm at Braithwaite 
near Keighley with his parents, though they are never mentioned directly. 
His father was a partner in the Browend cotton spinning mill at Laycock. 
His uncle, James Greenwood, who is mentioned a number of times, lived at 
the Cabbage Croft in Keighley, so he was certainly one of the Greenwood 
textile dynasty which was to build a cotton spinning mill on the site in 1800. 
In spite of these industrial connections the diary only has four references to 
the Browend mill and his attendance there was limited to two days so the 
life he led resembled that of a prosperous handloom weaver. 

Farming 
A large proportion of his time was taken up with farming pursuits. InJanuary 
1794 he helped thrash corn in the barn; in February he took part in walling, 
digging soughs (drainage ditches) and ploughing. March found him taking 
some of their cows to be put to another farmer's bull. He spent a number of 
days hacking and liming the land and then helped with the sowing. At the 
end of the month and in early April he turned his attention to the kitchen 
garden, spreading mould as a fertiliser, setting cabbage plants, two pints of 
beans and 'sallet' seeds. Later in the month he was planting potatoes. Once 
the sowing was over he was out onto the moor to cut peat for fuel. In July the 
hay harvest had to be got in and he spent a fortnight moving and stacking 
the hay. In late August and early September he was helping to shear the 
sheep. There was the inevitable walling which never seemed to stop and the 
occasional need to plant or to fell trees - Scotch firs, poplars and larches are 
mentioned by name. 
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Weaving 
When he was not required on the farm Abraham spent his time weaving on 
his handloom. During 1794 he was making worsted pieces but by early 
1795 he had begun to experiment with calico. His production rate varied 
with the farming year. The peak months were July, when he spent 24 days 
weaving, and October, when he was at his loom 22 days. At the other extreme 
not a single day was spent weaving during March. A breakdown of the part 
of the diary covering the year 1794 shows that 128 days were spent in 
various farming pursuits and 170 weaving. No work was done on Sundays 
and Abraham granted himself fifteen days holiday in the course of the year. 

The great advantage of this way of life over working in factories, which 
was to take its place, lay not so much in shorter hours as in the flexibility of 
the work pattern. If something interesting occurred Shackleton would 
abandon his loom for a couple of hours and then makeup the time by working 
later or compensating on another day. In the factories the hours were set by 
the management and the old freedom was lost even where the owner was a 
reasonable man. The diary does not say how much he was paid either for 
his work on the farm or the pieces he wove. As he was living at home one 
suspects that he did it free in return for his keep and an allowance. His 
wants seem to have been few. He has little to say about clothing for example 
beyond noting that he had two pairs of shoes during the year and that the 
tailor stayed three days at their house making clothes. 

Pastimes 
Shackleton's pleasures were mostly related to the seasons. 1793-4 and 

1794-5 were hard winters. For 15 days in succession in January 1794 he 
went skating on Keighley tarn. In February 1795 he records that there had 
been 95 days when snow lay continuously on the ground and 102 days of 
frost. Even by late eighteenth century standards this was hard weather. 
The skates came out again and be made into boards for tobogganing. In the 
summer he went down to the North Beck and if the weather was warm 
enough he bathed in it. He records how he learned to walk on stilts and how 
he fished in the beck. He went to Steeton and to Hillswood to gather herbs to 
make a diet drink. In the autumn he went nutting. 

Being young he sometimes indulged in practical joking. In February 1794 
he and some friends tied up the door of an old man called James Sharp so 
that he could not get out and had to shout for help. He had April Fool tricks 
played on him and he played them on others. He sent Jonas Crosley on an 
imaginary message to Aiden. Aiden was over the hill in Sutton so Crosley 
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must have been hot and tired when he got back. On another occasion he 
pinned up some remarks on the door of a girl called Ann Teal but what was 
in them and why she was selected he does not tell us. 

The only game which is mentioned is called 'Knell and spell'. It cannot 
have been much of a favourite because there is only one reference. Catching 
and killing mad dogs figures on a couple of occasions. He describes how he 
chased one all the way to the paper mill at Ingrow. Anything which excited 
his curiosity found its way into his diary: how he went to the mill at Goose 
Eye to see a woman who had been struck dead by lightning; 'How Sally 
Keighley who waited on T.K. wife sat the circle while Wm. Crowder conjured 
the Key'; how he took a rat out of the cream pot - 'it was alive and had just 
fall'nin'. 

Reading 
Abraham's father received the Leeds papers and Abraham sedulously read 
them week by week. There was a circulating library in Keighley. Shackleton 
borrowed magazines and books from it and interchanged them with friends. 
In the course of the year sixteen of them got together and formed a school 
which met on Mondays at Calversyke Hill and on Thursdays at Braithwaite. 
The way Shackleton wrote his diary shows that he was in no need of an 
elementary education and there is no mention of pupils so we must imagine 
them discussing the books among themselves. This was the sort of activity 
which was to lead to the Mechanics' Institute thirty years later. 

What Shackleton and his friends were reading is worth listing. There 
were magazines of different sorts: volumes of the Town and Country 
Magazine, the Critical Review, the Sentimental Magazine and the Bon Ton 
Magazine. The last was borrowed from a friend at Bottoms, not from the 
circulating library. During the year Shackleton read volumes 1, 2 and 19 of 
David Hume's History of England. The quality of flume's work was such 
that volumes 1 and 2, which dealt with Civil War England, were republished 
by Penguin in the 1980s. Perhaps more lurid was his reading about the 
shipwreck of the Antelope. Another weighty tome was the Earl of 
Chesterfield's Advice to his Son. Maybe this and the Bon Ton Magazine 
represented some sort of hankering after genteel society. Shackleton also 
read poetry: Milton's Paradise Lost, James Thomson's The Seasons and 
Harris's Hermes. The first two were so popular that Haydn chose them for 
his oratorios the Creation, which he was composing at the same time as 
Shackleton was reading Milton, and the Seasons, based on Thomson's poem, 
which was first performed in 1800. In addition the diary shows that he had 
heard of the famous actor, David Garrick, knew Shakespeare's Hamlet and 
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Merchant of Venice and had read Alexander Pope's Epistle on Man. 
Scientific works also figure in the syllabus. In June he was studying 

Moore's Navigation. This was the vade mecum of the aspiring midshipman 
who wished to pass his examinations and reach the rank of lieutenant. 
Shackleton is unlikely to have been contemplating a life at sea. His interest 
may well have been in the stars because shortly afterwards he records 
going out at night to watch the passage of a fiery meteor across the sky. This 
led him to get volume two of Leadbetter's Astronomy out of the library and 
spend some time with his friend, Thomas Waterhouse, at Whinknowle, 
looking at the stars through his perspective glass. Another aspect of this 
interest appeared when his uncle, James Greenwood, lent him a book on 
astrology. The school was probably responsible for Walker's Dictionary, 
Gibbon's study of literature and books about grammar, the arts of reading 
and rhetoric and 'the Man of Business' which presumably had sections on 
bookkeeping. Finally there was Locke's Essay on Human Understanding. 
For just over a year this is a formidable list. 

The list of books which he read does not contain any fiction, although it 
seems likely that the circulating library would have contained quite a number 
by authors like Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, Henry Fielding and Tobias 
Smollett. Reading was for improvement not entertainment so fiction was 
out. Poetry too should elevate not amuse. Those of us who venture as far as 
Alexander Pope usually start with his entertaining social satire The Rape of 
the Lock not the moralising of his Epistle on Man. Similarly Shakespeare could 
be read but not the more recent comedies of manners like Goldsmith's She 
Stoops to Conquer or Sheridan's The Rivals even though their mockery of 
'sentimentality' might have provided a critical commentary on the 
magazines he and his friends read. There was no theatre in Keighley but one 
fancies that his father would have vetoed any visit to the ones at Bradford 
or Halifax even if Abraham had been inclined to go. 

Religion 
The diary shows that Shackleton was a diligent rather than a devoted church 
goer, his inquisitiveness leading him to sample many of the varied forms of 
Christianity which were practised in the town. The Sunday entries for the 
early part of 1794 simply read 'went to Keighley Church' i.e. the parish 
church. If we allow half an hour for Shackleton to walk down from his home 
at Braithwaite, the diary shows that the service started at 2 pm and he was 
usually home by 4pm. For much of the eighteenth century Holy Communion 
was only administered once a quarter and at Easter. On other Sundays the 
usual services were Morning Prayer and Evensong. Holy Communion began 
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to be performed more often during the eighteenth century Evangelical 
Revival and it is possible to distinguish evangelical clergy from others in 
the visitation returns because they administered it once a month, a practice 
which only became the standard one after 1850.2 

Was Shackleton a confirmed member of the church? He is silent on the 
issue but it seems to have been unlikely. Perhaps it is his failure to be 
confirmed that accounts for the total absence of any but the most cursory 
references to the major festivals of the Christian year. In both 1793 and 1794 
he awarded himself a day off on Christmas Day. In 1793 he spent the evening 
convivially in John Sharp's comb shop but he does not record any special 
celebration in 1794 and he was hard at work again on Boxing Day. Neither 
of the entries for Christmas day included a visit to Keighley church. It is 
worth remembering that much of our modem celebration dates only from 
Victorian times. The churchwardens' accounts of neighbouring Kildwick 
show that it was customary to decorate the church with greens. The 
members of the choir and the bell ringers were given money to help them 
celebrate and the churchwardens awarded themselves a dinner at one of 
the local inns. There is no reference to the giving of gifts and it was not 
regarded as a children's festival. So perhaps the most striking omission is 
that Easter Sunday 1794 is not even acknowledged. 

After a few weeks the entry in the diary changes to 'went to Keighley 
Church and Meeting'. This was the Methodist class meeting. Methodism 
began as an offshoot of the Church of England and complete separation did 
not take place in Keighley until the Bradford and Halifax Methodist district 
began organising separate services in 1812. Prior to 1812 in places where 
the Anglican clergyman met with the approval of the local Methodists, it 
was usual to hold the class meeting after the service in the parish church so 
that Methodists could attend both the service and the class. The Rev. Charles 
Knowlton, the Rector of Keighley, does not seem to have been a committed 
Evangelical, but was flexible enough to accommodate himself to Methodist 
practices and he had a son, also called Charles, a surgeon, whose wife appears 
in the Methodist class lists for 1787, 1788 and as a class leader in 1789.1 Class 
meetings took place during the week as well and Shackleton records 
attending one at Whinknowle on Wednesdays which was where the school 
was planned. During the summer the Sunday entries vary. If the weather 
was wet or particularly good he skipped some of his religious observances. 
Sometimes he went to the church but not the meeting and sometimes the 
meeting and not the church. Twice during the diary period he went to 
Haworth and sampled the preaching of the Rev. James Charnock, its 
perpetual curate, and once he attended the Laycock Methodist class and 
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listened to the teaching of its leader, Thomas Tuly. 
The most interesting of the religious entries relate to his two visits to the 

Keighley New Church. This must have been the church in Devonshire Street 
where the teachings of Baron Swedenborg, were creating a considerable 
amount of dispute in Methodist circles. Among the visitors to the Shackleton 
household was William lllingworth. The lllingworths had begun as grocers 
but by the time of the diary they had acquired an interest in Castle Mill 
(cotton spinning) which was lower down the North Beck from Browend. 
William had been the Methodist circuit steward until he defected to the 
Swedenborgians, marrying the sister of their minister, the Rev. Hindmarsh.4 

Shackleton attended the New Church only twice before finding himself 
totally out of sympathy with their teachings as this piece of doggerel verse 
from the diary on Homic or 'The Devil' shows: 

His favourite Jo. t the scriptures unfolding 
And just at this juncture a Conference holding 
With Transports observed them flock to him in Clusters 
And saw how adroitly his Agents them musters. 
This Congress had coaches and chaises attending 
And Fools of all Ages Time sadly misspending, 
To hear how among other damnable matters 
The Gospel of Jesus was torn all into Tatters, 
And L_B..ve says that Redemption alone 
Must be found in their Church, from others there's none, 
That Swedenborg's Works are the best Revelation 
And without Faith in him there's no Salvation 
That the Mesiah (long look'd for) at last 
Has appeared in the World and that Judgment is past. 
From this you may judge if his Doctrine is true 
Or if 'tis not Hornic quite spick and span new. 

What young Shackleton seems to have imbibed as a result of his visits to 
the various churches is not so much a faith based on the sacraments and 
observance of the Christian year, as a system of morals drawn from the 
Bible which formed the staple of the sermons he heard and which 
undoubtedly reinforced what he had been taught at home. He was clearly 
fascinated by the art of preaching and discussing the sermons he heard 
would have provided ideal material for the classes in rhetoric at his school. 
But more than that his church going may well have been responsible for 
what is missing from his diary as much as for what is in it. 
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Drink 
Another almost complete absentee from the diary is alcohol. The Methodists 
did not espouse the temperance cause until well into the nineteenth century 
and Robert Dawson, a local wine and spirit merchant, figures in the 
Methodist class list for 1802, so there is no reason why Abraham should 
not have drunk in moderation, at least, yet there is only one direct reference 
to spirits. He and his friends who met to celebrate Christmas in Sharp's 
comb shop consumed half a bottle of rum between them. There are two 
references to meeting with friends to 'drink the hen' in Keighley which 
appears to have been the way to commemorate a marriage. The first was on 
12 May. The happy couple had married at the unearthly hour of 8-30 am 
which suggests that they had to go back to work. There is no reference to a 
church service though this may just have been a lack of interest on 
Shackleton's part. Yet it has been calculated that despite Hardwicke's 
marriage act of 1753, which made it compulsory for marriages to be 
performed in church by an Anglican priest to make them legal, it is estimated 
that 20% of the population ignored it. And that brings us to the most striking 
of the omissions. 

Women 
Shackleton does not appear to have cared much for women. Braithwaite 
may have been somewhat remote from Keighley but he could have 
encountered girls socially quite easily around his home at holiday times. 
William Grimshaw commented acidly on the companies of both sexes that 
could be found walking out in the fields of near-by Haworth on Sunday 
afternoons and there would have been similar scenes around Keighley tarn. 
Even if casual encounters of this description were not to his taste contacts 
could have been made through the church which served as the major social 
centre for the surrounding area. For many of the girls who worked outside 
the town, the jaunt to church was an important day out. One of the functions 
of the Methodist class was also to enable meetings between the sexes to take 
place under controlled conditions. Shackleton was just not interested. His 
commonplace book contains a number of derogatory sayings. The first 
epigram he notes runs 

My goods are lost, my House is burnt, 
And yet upon my life: 
I swear I no misfortune had, 
For in't was burnt my Wife! 
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Later he notes the epitaph on the scolding wife which makes one wonder 
what his mother was like. 

Here rests my wife; poor Molly let her lie: 
She finds Repose at last - and so do I. 

And there is the usual male complaint about inconstancy 

In a domestic tete a tete 
Old Gripe was sitting with his Mate, 
And cry'd in angry Whim - 

'I wish all cuckolds in the sea', 
'Be not so rash my Dear' says she, 
'Unless you've leamd to swim.' 

This does not mean that Shackleton was a killjoy or totally in thrall to 
church or chapel. The commonplace book also records verses critical of the 
rural Anglican parson. When Keighley Fair took place Abraham did no 
work and went to it on all three days despite the disapproval of his Methodist 
friends. Any festive occasion drew him from his loom whether religious or 
secular. Shackleton mentions that he went to hear Dr. Coke. This must have 
been a great Methodist occasion. John Wesley had died in 1791 and Coke, as 
President of the Conference, had succeeded him as leader of the movement. 
He also went to see the annual procession of the United Order of Freemasons 
when all the local lodges paraded to church on St.John's day, 27 November, 
'preceded by a band of music, where a most excellent and truly masonic 
discourse was delivered by the Rev. Brother Atkinson (Master of the Free 
School)' from the 2,d Chapter of the 2nd Thessalonians and a part of the 16 
and 1711 verse.' This was a favourite text about defending the tradition you 
have been taught and the service ended appropriately with the singing of 
'God save the King'.' The masons then adjourned to the Devonshire Arms 
where Mrs. Stubbs provided them with a grand dinner .7 

National Events 
The singing of the national anthem and the many loyal and constitutional 
toasts at the dinner reminds us that Britain was at war with France. The 
custom of ringing the church bells annually on the 29 May the day Charles 
II returned from exile in 1660, and on the 5 November annually to show 
political and religious loyalty had been abandoned by this time though 
children in Keighley still commemorated 'Oak Apple Day as late as 1870 
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but it was still usual to ring for the King's birthday and on other important 
occasions. Shackleton duly notes the marking of George Ill's birthday on the 
4June. 

The war must have seemed rather distant to the inhabitants of Keighley 
but the diary has a number of reminders of what was happening. On 28 
February Shackleton reports that there is a 'Fast' day when the people were 
expected to pray for success. No specific object is given but it may well have 
been for the army in Flanders commanded by the Duke of York who, as the 
old song has it, was marching his army to the top of the hill and then 
marching it down again and doing little else. There was no police force in 
1794 so if there was serious trouble the army was usually called in to deal 
with it. With the regular army committed abroad it therefore became 
necessary to raise a volunteer militia both to maintain law and order and to 
repel an invasion should it come. There were processions of the militia 
regiments and Shackleton went to see a particularly grand one in Keighley 
in early 1795 which ended at the parish church where Knowlton preached 
a special sermon. 

Consequently there was great relief when news of Admiral Howe's 
victory over the French fleet on 1 June 1794 arrived on 12 June, The bells 
were rung, fireworks were prepared and a salute fired. On an earlier occasion 
this practice had led to a nasty accident. In June 1780, during the War of 
American Independence, when Charleston was captured by General Clinton 
'one of the sons of Vulcan in Kighley turned his anvil upside down and 
stopped it with a deal plug which was to have been fired by a train but some 
particles of powder taking fire it immediately went off with aloud explosion, 
wounding the blacksmith and six other young persons, some of them 
dangerously.'8 

While things could go wrong at such events, usually to the amusement 
of the onlookers, the diary again does not contain any of the coarser pastimes, 
maybe because living out at Braithwaite Abraham did not often attend the 
market where most of them took place. Bull baiting was a well known market 
sport which the Methodists tried to suppress. In the diary year a group of 
soldiers toured the area using bull baiting as a means of attracting recruits 
and there was a notorious exhibition at Exley Head. Shackleton notes on 13 
April 1794 that his friend Joseph Tuly joined the army but he does not 
mention the bull baiting.' Frequently the object of attention was human. 
The stocks were still used and the punishment imposed for theft by the 
quarter sessions was a whipping which was to take place publicly in the 
market nearest to the place where the offence had been committed. Old 
accounts of Keighley also mention that the Market Street could be the scene 
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of mass football matches which usually ended in riots. 

Abraham never married, dying at Braithwaite in 1857, aged 80, after a life 
employed in light gardening, reading general literature and systematically 
recording the weather of his native place." 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Bradford in the Great War. Edited by Mike Woods and Tricia Platts. Sutton 
Publishing, 2007. xviii + 204 pages. ISBN: 978-0-7509-4618-6. £14.99 
New from Sutton Publishing comes Bradford in the Great War, edited by Tricia 
Platts and the late Mike Woods. This book grew out of meetings held by the 
Bradford World War 1 Group at the Bradford Mechanics' Institute Library. 
This is  marvellously well-researched and well-illustrated work. Memorials 
around the city bear witness to the many loses suffered by the men and 
women of Bradford. This book tells the story of Bradford at war, not just the 
experience in the trenches but also the impact the war had at home: the 
manufacture of khaki cloth, aircraft and machine tools; the story of St. Luke's, 
one of Britain's foremost war hospitals; the experience of J. B. Priestley in the 
trenches (partly based on some hitherto unpublished letters); the massive 
munitions explosion at Low Moor; the emergence of women in the workforce 
and as crusaders for peace; and everyday life in the home. The quality of the 
writing, illustrations and production are all excellent. 
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SCAR HILL TOLL HOUSE AND ITS KEEPERS 

By Frank Dickinson 

Just about the busiest road in the Fagley area of Bradford, rising up through 
Scarr Hill towards tindercliffe, is called Killinghall Road. Yet over a hundred 
years ago, there stood at this intersection of modem roads a monument to 
the industrial progress in trade and transport of a rapidly developing nation: 
the toll house. 

Turnpike roads and toll houses came into being during the eighteenth 
century primarily because of the need to accommodate this increasing trade 
and the need to move goods, produce and passengers along safer and better 
surfaced roads. The Highways Act of 1555 had placed responsibility for the 
maintenance of the primitive roads in the hands of those persons whose 
property bordered what were in reality rough, unsurfaced tracks or green 
bridleways, but superior to the footpaths that linked remote hamlets and 
farms. These roads were particularly important in the West Riding where 
sheep farming and the transportation of wool was vital to the textile trade, 
but they still had to be paid for. 

To levy funds and extract maintenance costs from users of the proposed 
new roads, turnpike trusts were formed from groups of wealthy landowners. 
In the Eccleshill area the Scott-Stanhopes of Eccleshill Hall were involved 
financially in some of the road building that was to take place. The trusts 
were given statutory powers that enabled them to demand legally the funds 
required. The earliest trusts were legalised in 1707 and from that year road 
improvement and road building became a routine operation, producing a 
new breed of engineers such as Thomas Telford and Jack Metcalfe of 
Knaresborough, known as 'Blind Jack'. Packhorse trains continued to use 
the remote tracks high on the moors and fells, while the new roads along the 
valley bottoms and negotiable lower levels attracted passenger stagecoaches, 
in service since 1708. Carrier wagons, carrying all manner of cargo including 
the occasional passenger, and Royal Mail coaches became a common sight. 
All were an added responsibility for the newly appointed tollhouse keepers. 

Bradford as a tiny agricultural and handloom weaving settlement sounds 
strange, yet in 1750 the small town consisted of a few houses centred on 
Kirkgate, Westgate, Ivegate and Hall Ings. Fields and gardens lay behind the 
houses, and travel on foot from the swampy area of Hall Ings was by 
meandering rural footpaths. From Paper Hall and its meadows, the road 
out of Bradford to Otley went by way of North Wing Lane, Stanacre (Stony 
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Acre) and Undercliffe Moor, before entering Eccleshill at Stonehall and leaving 
through Towngate and Eccleshill Bank. The Industrial Revolution and the 
resultant turnpike legislation were soon to alter that circuitous route. 

Sticker Lane, eventually to become a turnpike trust road, was described 
in a paper by researcher Percival Ross as 'an uneven loose surfaced track'. It 
ran from Dudley Hill through Swaine Green End and Lister's Dyke 
(Laisterdyke), then across Bradford Moor and Undercliffe Moor to Bolton 
Outlanes. Near to the modern Bolton Junction, an old track branched away 
north towards Eccleshill. This track, no more than an overgrown footpath, 
was Eccleshill Lane. In the opposite direction the lane could be followed 
through the fields to Cliffe Woods, Spinkwell and Bradford. Later, in 1825, a 
turnpike road was cut through the fields from Well Street in Bradford to 
Bolton Outlanes, and Eccleshill Lane was replaced by the new Bolton Road. 

Main routes through Eccleshill prior to the building of the turnpike roads 
followed existing tracks and lanes, byways that twisted and turned, obliged 
by law to follow the private and parish boundaries. In addition to the 
packhorse track that left Bradford from North Wing Lane and Stanacre, 
there were other routes that followed roughly the same direction but diverted 
to accommodate outlying farms and settlements. One such way climbed 
Guy's Cliffe and then along Undercliffe Old Lane to the hamlet of Bolton 
Outlanes, where the Idle and Eccleshill tracks branched off. Another diversion 
from Undercliffe Old Lane followed Pollard Lane, an overgrown path too 
narrow for carts and horses, to connect with Fagley Lane at Scarr Hill and 
then along an old bridleway to Calverley; in 1750, this was the only direct 
way from Bradford that had not been 'improved'. 

Bolton Lane is today the steep stretch of heavily urbanised roadway 
that connects Canal Road by Midland Terrace with Bolton Road at Peel Park 
gates. Two hundred and fifty years ago, Bolton Lane began at Manningham 
Lane and, following the line of the present Lister Lane and Wellington Road, 
eventually entered Eccleshill Moorside. Moorside Lane, now Moorside Road, 
crossed Eccleshill Moor from Stonehall to Fagley Lane, now Fagley Road. A 
parallel track followed along the present Victoria Road and continued on 
Fagley Lane towards Calverley via Lower Fagley and Woodhall Bottom. 
Calverley seemed well served with accommodation tracks, for yet another 
is shown as approaching along Green Lane from Bank Bottom and across 
Eccleshill Park near to the new hospital. Another Green Lane was connected 
via Haigh Fold to a track that crossed Undercliffe Moor towards Bradford. 
Short stretches of Green Lane survive to this day in idle, Eccleshill and 
Fagley, and could be fragments of an original and once complete packhorse 
route that came off Rumbold's Moor at Langley Lane, then to Buck Mill in 
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Lower Thackley. 
Much has been written about the turnpike and tollhouse systems as 

they affected Bradford generally, and Eccleshill and Fagley in particular. 
Although the first trusts were set up in 1707, the Bradford area did not 
become fully involved until about 1810. The 1736 Dudley Hill, Killinghall 
and Harrogate Trust Road bypassed the centre of Bradford and passed near 
to Fagley and Eccleshill; on that road was built the Fagley or Scarr Hill 
tollhouse. 

In 1816 the route of the 1736 turnpike road was changed to avoid the old 
way through Undercliffe and Eccleshill. A new link was cut between 
Undercliffe and Greengates that eliminated the loop around Stonehall, Town 
Street and Eccleshill Bank. In addition to the Scarr Hill tollhouse there were 
others along the Killinghall turnpike. In the Eccleshill area were the tollhouses 
at Laisterdyke and Calverley Moor End, with another one at Apperley Bridge 
by the River Aire. 

In 1841, Thomas Clifford and his wife Leah were the tollhouse keepers at 
Scarr Hill, but their duties and responsibilities covered a far wider area. 
Other tollhouses and bars on the Killinghall turnpike, at Undercliffe, 
Laisterdyke and Dudley Hill, also came under their jurisdiction. Thomas 
was born at Hightown near Liversedge in 1799. A toll keeper's job 
traditionally passed down through the family, but it is not known for certain 
if his parents, William and Sarah, were ever engaged in tollhouse work. 

Strict regulations governed the working life of the tollhouse keeper. He 
had to be fully aware of the principles and application of turnpike law. 
Rules and regulations were complicated, dealing with the varying charges 
for passage through the 'gate': different types of vehicle and animals, from 
horse rider to herd of cows, and the width of wheels and type of produce or 
merchandise. A comprehensive listing of tolls was posted on a notice board 
outside the tollhouse with the keeper's name also shown. At the approaches 
to Scarr Hill were free-standing weighing machines, their operation and 
maintenance being the responsibility of Thomas Clifford. For this varied, 
exacting and sometimes dangerous work, he was paid 1/8d. a day (about 8 
pence) and received allowances for such expenditure as repairs and 
maintenance costs, paid quarterly. Actual salary increases were rare. 

The Trust stipulated the type of person required for the position of keeper. 
An innkeeper, for example, would not be considered, nor would an appointed 
keeper be allowed to offer alcohol for sale. Turnpike keepers were drawn 
from the artisan class, such as gardeners, tailors, cobblers or shopkeepers, 
as honesty was considered an important quality. Thomas Clifford was a 
tailor by trade and he was fortunate in being allowed to continue this 
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profession at Scarr Hill. He sold postage stamps too; a duty afforded by 
reason of the Royal Mail coaches that called at the tollhouse on post office 
duty. By coincidence, a post office stands on the exact site of the little building 
where Thomas sold his Penny Blacks an age ago. 

The tiny hexagonal building at Scarr Hill would have been coloured 
white or cream, in deference to a required pattern. This colour scheme gave 
easier identification after dark, and the shape and format, including six 
windows, ensured uninterrupted viewing at all times and in any direction. 
An outside lamp inspired confidence at night, and a welcome to travellers. 
As the tollhouse was also a home, there would have been a water source 
and a garden for growing vegetables. 

The Cliffords lived relatively lonely and vulnerable lives, as tollhouse 
locations were usually isolated and Scarr Hill was no exception. Barred 
windows were an essential requirement, not just for security, but for the 
confinement of convicted or alleged criminals who were occasionally lodged 
at the tollhouse until such time as the appropriate authority could take 
them. 

Another of Thomas Clifford's duties was to meet any visiting dignitaries 
or notable persons at the parish boundary and escort them to safely to the 
next parish. It is recorded that a certain 'Jeremiah Clifford' met the King at 
Keighley in order to escort His Majesty across the wilds of Bradford-Dale. 

Old Toll Bar Houses, Apperlejt Bridge, c.1840. (Author's Collection) 
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For security reasons the King was travelling incognito as the Duke of 
Lancaster. The date precludes that this Jeremiah was Thomas, but it could 
have been William his father. 

Life at Scan Hill was mostly routine. Always unpopular, especially with 
small merchants and carriers, the keeper and his family were constantly 
the focus of public opinion and occasionally organised retaliation for what 
was thought to be unfair regulations and taxation. There are records of 
violence at Scarr Hill, though not in the Cliffords' time, and at Laisterdyke 
where damage was caused. These attacks were usually well planned and 
often organised by a group of people known as Rebeccaites, a title often 
corrupted to Rechabites. With blackened faces, hoods and other disguises, 
these armed groups chose nighttime for their attacks. 

On June 18, 1753, a mob attacked the tollgate at Bradford Moor End and 
completely destroyed it. On the same day attempts were made to destroy 
the tollhouse at Apperley Bridge. This attack failed, but an organised assault 
on the remote tollbar at Tyersal Moor was successful, with hundreds of 
people involved. A similar incident took place at Truncliffe on the Halifax 

Fagley or Scarr Hill Toll House after conversion to a private dwelling. 
(Author's collection) 
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road a few days later, when a 'riotous' mob gathered unlawfully. 
Nothing remains of the tollhouse at Scarr Hill today. A post office and a 

row of shops stand near to where an emblem of social history was once 
sited. Above the post office door is a carved stone bearing the date 1896 and 
the initials DM. These initials refer to a man named David Milner who owned 
the land. 
A photograph exists that shows accurately the Scarr Hill tollhouse as it 

appeared following conversion into a private dwelling. Clearly seen is a 
door that once was a 'viewing' window, and a matching window has replaced 
the original door. A local artist of note named Winn painted a pleasing 
watercolour of the tollhouse, capturing the lost spirit of Scarr Hill better 
than the Victorian photographer. 

The toll roads of Bradford-Dale had a short life. Their emergence within 
the Bradford area occurred later than in other areas, and they were abolished 
long before the end of the nineteenth century. The 'Golden Age' of stagecoach 
travel lasted for a decade between 1840 and 1850, a fact that can be attributed 
to the improved road surfaces that were being developed. Yet the new 
railway and canal systems were already sounding the death knell of the 
turnpikes and their attendant ancillaries. By the mid nineteenth century, 
the national railway network was complete. The stagecoach and turnpike 
age was drawing to a close, thus causing established coach drivers with an 
eye to future financial security to vie with each other for positions on the 
railways. For a while some coaches were carried on flatbogies towed behind 
the passenger carriages, in order that rail passengers could continue their 
journey on them to locations not yet reached by rail. The tollhouse at Scarr 
Hill survived the demise of horse-drawn transport reasonably well. Built 
in 1816, soon after Waterloo, it closed for business in 1852 and was finally 
demolished in 1896. 
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Appendix: 

Turnpike gates, chains and tollhouses in the Bradford area 
Manchester Road/Mill Lane junction 

2 Shelf: nr. Duke William Inn, Halifax Road 
3 Bailiffe Bridge: nr. Temperance Hall, Huddersfield Road 
4 Wyke: Red Lion Inn at junction of Griffe Road/Whitehall Road 
5 Little Horton Lane: nr. Trinity Chapel, Holme Street 
6 Great Horton Road: opposite Ashfield Place 
7 Jer Lane: Chain Bar 
8 Ambler Thorn: or. Shibden Head Brewery 
9 Wakefield Road /Hall Lane End 
10 /Dudley Hill 
11 /Holme Lane Top 
12 /Westgale Hill Top 
13 /Westgale Hill/East Bierley Road crossing 
14 /Tong Lane End 
15 /Birkenshaw/Dewsbury Road 
16 /Bierley Church, at Rooley Lane 
17 Killinghall Road: Swaine Green/Bowling Back Lane 
18 /Scarr Hill, Fagley Lane End 
19 Thornton Road: Brick Lane End 
20 /Whetley Lane End 
21 /Leaventhorpe Lane End 
22 ToIler Lane: Lilycroft Lane End (Fearnley Street) 
23 /Smith Lane End, Chain Bar 
24 Haworth Road: Leylands Lane End 
25 Keighley Road: Turf Tavern at Emm Lane 
26 Cottingley: River Bridge 

27 Shipley: River Bridge, Otley Road 
28 Windhill: Canal, Bramley (Leeds) Road 
29 Idle: George Inn, Apperley Lane 
30 Apperley Bridge: nr. River Aire 
31 Undercliffe: Idle Road End 
32 Leeds Road: Gain Lane End 
33 Bolton Road: Wapping Road End 
34 Cleckheaton Road: New Brighton at Oakenshaw 
35 Soaper Lane: Lane End 
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JANE MARTHA FORSTER, NÉE ARNOLD 
(MRS W. E. FORSTER) 

By Margaret and Dennis Warwick 

(Article based on a talk given to the Olicana Historical Society, January 
2008) 

"In all that goes to make up excellence in women, Jane Arnold is as fine an 
example as I have known" William Wordsworth. 

Jane Martha Arnold, who was to become the wife of William Edward Forster 
(MP for Bradford, 1861 —1886), was born on 11 August 1821, at Laleham in 
Surrey, the first child of Dr. Thomas and Mary Arnold. Dr. Arnold is best 
known as the liberal, reforming headmaster of Rugby School. Jane, 
nicknamed "K", was one of nine children and the oldest sister of Matthew 
Arnold, Inspector of Schools, poet and cultural critic. From letters written 
by Jane and her adopted daughters, Florence and Frances, and the 
recollections of Mary Humphry Ward, her niece', we have the impression of 
a sensitive, very intelligent, but determined woman of liberal views shared 
with her father. She was good looking, and the poet William Wordsworth, 
no less, noted her qualities. He knew the Arnold family very well. They were 
friends at least from the time when their Lake District home, Fox How, near 
Rydal Water (close to his own home at Rydal Mount) was being built. Before 
he died in 1850, Wordsworth said that "in all that went to make up excellence 
in women, Jane Arnold was as fine an example as he had known."' 

When Jane was seven years old, Dr. Arnold was appointed Head Master 
of Rugby School. By that time she was the eldest of six children. Three more 
siblings were to be born at Rugby. No doubt Jane was much involved in 
helping her mother and the nurses employed to look after the younger ones. 
She quickly learned the necessity of a disciplined life. By the time she was in 
her teens, she was probably every bit as good a scholar as many of her 
father's sixth formers. Being a woman, however, she was excluded from a 
formal university education. Writing to an aunt in September 1838, she 
includes the following description of her daily routine at Rugby. 

I get up at 6 or a little after, so as lobe down by half past and read by 
myself till 7. From that time till 81 am fully engaged in making out my 
work for Papa, either Latin, Greek or German, this generally takes me 

-22-



till past 8, till breakfast time. After breakfast I draw or paint or sew 
till 11, then I work for half an hour and am then busy all the 
morning in reading Thetford's Greece to myself, Daru's History of 
Venice with Mamma, and translating English into either French or 
Italian. After lunch I translate German or Italian into English and 
finish my work for Papa till about quarter past 3, when I go out, if it 
is a half holiday and stay in to say my work with Papa, if it is a 
whole school day. About half past 5, 1 come in to dinner, and always 
find plenty to do in the way of working, reading, drawing or writing 
for the rest of the evening. Now my dear Aunt I hope that I have not 
tired you out with this account of myself.' 

Jane's father died in 1842, after which the family moved to their house in the 
Lake District and became involved in the local community as well as 
maintaining their contacts with friends and associates across the country, 
often travelling to see them by coach and later by train. The library at Fox 
How was no doubt a room in which they often entertained visiting friends 
and family. One of these in the late 1840s was William E. Forster. As Mary 
her niece put it in her Recollections "the young Quaker manufacturer, William 
Forster, appears on the scene". As a young Quaker industrialist Forster had 
not been content merely to tend to his business. He took an interest in social, 
economic and political affairs, both domestic and international. Not only 
did he travel widely, but seems to have read voraciously. He came across the 
writings of Thomas Arnold in the 1840s, and found much in common with 
the political views expressed in the Sheffield Letters, where Arnold was very 
critical of exploitative industrial relations'. Through friends in the Lake 
District, William eventually met and then courted Jane in 1849. He courted 
Jane not with flowers but with speeches, showing how much he agreed 
with her father! 

Their marriage seems to have been based in love at first sight. Jane 
acknowledged this in one of her letters to her brother Tom in New Zealand 
on 61 March 1850. 

William Forster and I are pledged to each other heart and soul for 
ever There are not many men in the world whom I should think 
worthy to be brother to my brothers and sisters, not to speak of son 
to my mother and father, not to speak of husband to one who however 
little worth in herself has at least a heart incapable of being satisfied 
by anything less than the worthiest and the highest. 
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Jane Martha Forster 
(W[eofthe Right Hon. WE. Forster, M.P. and daughter of Dr Thomas Arnold, 

headniasterofRugby School.) 
Source: Wharfedale&Airedale Observer, 1899 

-24-



She had first met him at a friend's house over a year ago 

and from that evening he has had no thoughts but how to win me 
and I have known that he alone of everyone in the world had my 
earthly happiness in his keeping. He has been into the neighbourhood 
very often on one plea or another but in that modesty which can only 
exist in the noblest nature, he could hardly believe in the possibility 
of success. ... [In him] there is ardour and power joined with the 
most perfect tenderness and simplicity but intellectually [he] is very 
different. He is a manufacturer at Bradford - his house an old one in 
the midst of pretty country. His parents are leading Quakers but so 
devoted to him that his marriage to a woman fitted to form his 
happiness even though taking him out of the Society [of Friends], is a 
subject of universal thankfulness to them. 

They arranged their marriage to be in April 1850, but Jane was quite ill for a 
time and they postponed the wedding until 15th August. It was a quiet 
family wedding at Rydal Chapel overlooking Rydal Water and Loughrigg 
Fell. 

In the same year, 1850, Forster and his senior partner William Fison 
bought Greenholme Mills in Burley. Gradually they transferred all their 
business interests to Burley, where the Fisons had come to live. The Forsters 
lived in Rawdon at first and planned to have a house built in Burley. Jane 
wrote about her first visit to the mills in Burley in November 1850. 

We went into the Concert Room, [a] long upstairs room ... - now a 
library, concert room and classroom, bright with gas. There were 
500 people. There was a platform at one end with a piano and twenty 
musicians. There was a sea of heads. I wish I could describe to you 
how pretty the girls looked with their glossy hair so tastefully 
arranged - their high-necked merino dresses finished off with neat 
muslin collars and cuffs. One could not easily have found a prettier or 
more lady-like of set of girls.' 

She also gave an account of a speech William had made, very approvingly, 
but she was not so pleased with that made by William Fison. A tendency to 
snobbishness came out when she wrote that his speech "was not in the best 
taste, but was well meant". He hoped that the concert which they had heard 
would be one of many and that they would be able to perform sacred music 
and do Messiah at Christmas. 
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I 
We get a similar view of fellow manufacturers and their families in 

another letter she wrote to Tom in December 1850. William had gone to an 
Educational Conference in Manchester: 

In this part of the world you must know we live upon conferences 
and meetings, I believe the very babes in arms have their lectures on 
the art of squalling, but at any rate everything above a baby considers 
its chief object and purpose in life to be to speak at meetings and hear 
lectures. The children have Juvenile Missionary Meetings, the young 
men Mutual Improvement Societies with evening classes, lectures 
and annual "sworrys" which are the very Jubilees of Yorkshire - for 
there everyone speaks from the Chairman to the labourer, and for 
five or six mortal hours (as I can testify from experience), orator 
succeeds orator without wearying the patience of one among the 
hundreds of listeners. Then there are the Mechanics Institutes of course 
with their staff of lecturers and at Bradford and Leeds the population 
lives in open air meetings - Chartist and Socialist, Hungarian 
sympathizing and Peace Meetings, Education Meetings - endless - the 
Voluntaries one night, the State School advocates another, the 
Hookite  a third etc., not to speak of all the local subjects - the standing 
Anti-State Church agitation and now all the No Popery cry. There is 
an absurd side to all this of course, but also a good and hopeful one. 
The amount of vitality in these manufacturing districts is really 
astonishing. In all classes you see the same energy of life, in most 
taking perhaps the gross form of money getting but even then there is 
a force and intensity in the pursuit from which you can hardly withold 
your admiration. Two of our nearest neighbours are men who came 
to Bradford with packs on their backs and have now untold wealth. 
Society here with a good deal of vulgarity, has at least escaped that 
dead level of common place and conventionality which weighs down 
most circles in England. Almost every other man you meet is a 
character and has risen from the ranks himself and is sending his son 
perhaps to learn to spend money and become a gentleman at Oxford, 
while his wife is still in manners and appearance the servant or mill 
girl she was when they married. For the women are decidedly inferior 
to the men and they have merely been raised in station by the talent 
or energy of their husbands and are often both ignorant and airified. 
But this energy takes a more attractive form among the working 
classes; there it devotes itself to intellectual improvement not so much 
perhaps for its own sake as because they have got the idea that it is 
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the stepping stone to political power, but either way it is a blessing 
and in many the real thirst for knowledge is touching to see and also 
the devotion with which they will help one another - working men 
giving up two or three evenings a week to teach their more ignorant 
fellows in the evening classes! 

They moved from Rawdon to Wharfeside in Burley in 1852 and it became 
the family home being occupied by members of the family until the 1920s. 

Jane quickly established her household and a routine there, and true to 
her beliefs and upbringing she reached out into the community as well as 
keeping up her own disciplined life style learned and practised at Rugby 
and Fox How. Of her daily round at Wharfeside she said in a letter to a friend 
that she took breakfast at 9 o'clock and this was followed by reading letters 
and newspapers. After that a class of infants would come from the 
neighbouring cottages, whom 

I undertake to imbue with as much of morals and letters as can be got 
into half an hour's daily lesson. This is followed by my own psalms 
and lessons. At 1 o'clock I go to the village to visit some sick people 
and then for a walk by the river. Dinner is at 3 after which I read 
books, currently 'Hiawatha', and do needlework.' 

The Forster/Arnold marriage created one of the great alliances in the 
increasingly important upper Middle class of Victorian England. Noel Annan 
refers to them as part of what he termed 'the Intellectual Aristocracy'. Jane's 
family, the Amolds, had links to the Macaulays, the Penroses, Trevelyans 
and Huxleys, all families of intellectual distinction. Her husband was related 
to influential Quaker families, leading bankers and industrialists, such as 
the Gurneys, Barclays, Foxes and Frys. Wharfeside was thus not just a 
home, but at times a meeting place for some of the most illustrious and 
eminent figures of the day.' 

Jane and her husband were seen (along with the Fisons) as a pre-eminent 
family. They had tremendous influence over the lives of villagers of Burley, 
at a time when sixty percent of households had a member working in the 
Mills. They believed strongly that the wealthy and the educated should do 
all they could to allow their workers to improve their lives. The market 
relation between them should be tempered by a morality based in 
cooperation and mutual benefit. They took part in setting up a Local Board 
of Health, and with Mill finance built the Mill School and a Lecture Hall in 
the village. William had strong leanings towards a political career, and in 
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the late 1850s sought a parliamentary seat, standing unsuccessfully in Leeds 
in 1857. 

Jane and William's domestic routine was changed quite dramatically by 
the arrival in 1859 of four children aged between eight and three. They 
never had any children of their own. She had, as we have already said, a 
long unexplained illness just before she was married, and this may have 
caused infertility. Nevertheless, they brought up four children. Edward 
Penrose, Hugh Oakeley, Florence Mary and Frances Egerton Arnold were 
the orphaned children of Jane's brother, William Arnold. He had been 
working as an education officer in the Punjab, in India. His wife had died 
there in 1858, and the immediate question was the future well-being of their 
four children. Jane and her husband evidently offered to give them an English 
home, and the children were sent back by ship to England in the care of an 
Indian servant. Their father was coming back by a mainly overland route, 
intending to meet the children and accompany them to Wharfeside. Sadly 
he died at Gibraltar and never saw them again. Jane and William went to 
meet them as they landed in London. It must have been an emotional moment 
as they met, not knowing each other, and yet to be bonded so closely. Jane 
commented briefly in a letter written on 14" April 1859 to her brother Tom: 
"How remarkably have children been given to us and parents to them."1° 

William Forster's ambition to obtain a parliamentary seat was finally 
satisfied in February 1861, when he was returned unopposed as a Member 
for Bradford. He replaced Sir Titus Salt who had resigned the seat on grounds 
of ill-health after a short and undistinguished parliamentary career. Jane in 
a letter to their friend Canon Jackson, on 9" February 1861, wrote: 

I am sure you have been watching the proceedings at Bradford with 
interest and will be glad for our sakes if all goes off on Monday as 
quietly as there seems good reason to anticipate. This getting into 
Parliament has looked in my eyes such a formidable affair for these 
four years past and has been associated with so much worry - in the 
dread of disappointment for Will - that I can scarcely believe he is 
going to walk in so quietly and easily at last. 

She then worries about how hard he will have to work, and how it will 
affect the family, and ends, "Life in London certainly cannot be like life at 
Wharfeside." 

William quickly established himself as a Parliamentarian, making strong 
and well-delivered interventions on many subjects, particularly 
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parliamentary reform, education, trade and the American Civil War. Patrick 
Jackson", his recent political biographer, says that with tireless stamina he 
averaged over one intervention a week in his first five parliamentary sessions. 
He was therefore noticed by Liberal leaders and of course his connections 
with industrialists and the intellectual aristocracy gave him access to 
influential MPs, peers and government ministers. His initiative in 1862 in 
bringing over 600 mill workers from Burley to London and the Industrial 
Exhibition in South Kensington, no doubt also brought him some fame. He 
was appointed to the Colonial Office as a junior minister in 1865. 

As William's parliamentary career advanced, the family became 
increasingly drawn into London society. Jane particularly enjoyed meeting 
and conversing with politicians of Gladstone's standing. As early as 1867 
she had written to a friend from their Eccleston Square home in London, 
that at one dinner to which they had been invited, she had had a long 
conversation with Gladstone, and added somewhat sarcastically, "1 do call 
that getting up in the world to have the chance of doing that". Of course 
Gladstone, with his liberal academic background, was in much the same 
mould as her father. Their first recorded visit to the Palace took place in 
March 1866. Florence, then aged twelve, wrote to her brother Hugh at his 
prep school: 

Mother and Father are going to Court on the 23rd at Buckingham 
Palace to a drawing room held by the Queen herself. Father will have 
to go in knickerbockers and stockings and Mother has been 
courtseying to Miss Ruffey [a governess] this morning with a curtain 
fastened on for a train. 13 

Numerous guests were entertained at Eccleston Square, "during the season" 
[from February until mid-August] and in 1871, for instance, she refers to the 
180 guests who had been to their various 'State' dinner parties. Forster's 
fame had reached its height with the passing of the 1870 Education Act 
under his direction. He was appointed to the Cabinet and to the Privy Council 
in July 1870. 

It was in this period however that Jane and William did not see as much 
of each other as she would have liked. The strain of separation was revealed 
in a letter from Wharfeside to Canon Jackson in November 1871, which also 
discloses something of Jane's inner self, and her idea of the role of a wife and 
mother. 

I really see much less of him than in London. It will seem to me like 
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getting into the world when I have him to talk to again - for shut up 
here with my children I am obliged to revolve in my own thoughts 
the many public topics which interest me deeply. Not that the dear 
ones are not intelligent enough nor that I do not earnestly wish them 
to take an interest in politics in the large sense of the word but of 
course I do not wish them to become premature politicians - to receive 
passive impressions from me upon subjects they are not yet able to 
consider for themselves. I have the strongest belief that it is right to 
predispose the minds of one's children as early and as strongly as 
possible in favour of the broad principles which are the girders of 
one's own judgement and which one has felt to stand the wear and 
tear of life." 

We know, too, that she similarly influenced other members of the younger 
generation of Amolds. In particular, her niece Mary, the daughter of her 
brother Tom Arnold, came under her spell." 

During the 1870s, the Forsters became very wealthy as the Mill business 
in Burley flourished. They bought another house in the Lake District, called 
Fox Ghyll, near to Jane's mother's home. All of the four adopted children 
grew to maturity. Edward, after Rugby School and the University of Bonn, 
had come back to Burley and become a director of the mill. After marrying 
Edith Ford in 1875, they came to live in the village at a house called Cathedine, 
named after the village in Wales from which she came. The other boy, Hugh 
Oakeley, affectionately known as 'Oakel', also went to Rugby, won a 
scholarship to University College, Oxford, studied Greats and gained first 
class honours in 1877. He became a barrister in 1879. The girls were equally 
bright and interested in everything academic. They had a series of 
governesses but we assume that Jane played a major role in their education, 
and they were encouraged also to teach in Burley day and Sunday schools 
whenever they were at home. Jane summarised their educational activities 
in a letter she wrote to Canon Jackson from their London home in April 
1876. 

Our own life has been very quiet and tolerably busy. Our darling 
girls have been working very busily in many ways - attending a 
history class, working hard at their music, teaching in the Sunday 
School, and Frances in the Day School, visiting the hospital and 
enjoying a good deal of association with their friends the Hollands 
and the Buxtons. After Easter they will have to study less and go into 
society more. Oakel has been spending the first week of his vacation 

-30-



at Wharfeside but has now joined us. He is full of interest in all political 
matters and intellectually active - we have cause to be very thankful 
for him. All seems flourishing too with dear Edward.'6 

In 1880, after six years of Disraeli's government, the Liberals under Gladstone 
were returned to office. William was appointed Chief Secretary in Dublin. 
Jane was full of apprehension about what the move to Ireland would mean. 
William, as ever, approached the job with zeal, not ceasing to attempt to 
encourage the Irish people to accept Land Reforms as the way to pacify a 
rebellious Ireland. Jane and the two girls went to live in Dublin. 

By the end of 1880, some of the dilemmas of being an English statesman 
resident in Ireland at this time were even clearer. Florence felt that the family 
was leading a double life. 

The sight of Father's troubled care-worn face as he passed through 
the room once or twice, in search of mother, or looking for a 
newspaper, made one feel keenly the curious double life we are leading 
here at present - Father occupied with reports of outrages in the 
study, and we with ball invitations in the drawing room Amongst 
the packet of answers to the ball invitations which Francie and I 
were opening at tea-time was a curious, ill-written note, purporting 
to come from one who wrote 'as a woman to a woman at the risk of 
her own life,' to give warning that 'your husband will be shot before 
the end of the trials [of suspected terrorists). The men are chosen to 
do it'. Since then Mother received a second letter, this time professing 
to threaten and not to warn. Father has himself received numerous 
threatening letters; but the cruel device of adding to a wife's natural 
anxieties for her husband at a time like this is a new invention of Irish 
malice. This will certainly be a curious autumn to look back upon.'7 

Despite all the problems and warnings from the Police, they nevertheless 
had a constant flow of family visitors such as Edward and family, and 
Matthew Arnold and family. The latter stayed for about three weeks. 
Florence's friendship with Robin O'Brien, an Irish Lawyer, flourished at this 
time and they became engaged. She acted as personal secretary to "Father" 
and her reflections have been published as Florence Arnold Forster's Irish 
Journal compiled by Moody and Hawkins and published in 1988. She notes 
that William made about 30 crossings of the Irish Sea during this period in 
order to answer questions in the Commons. In 1881 Forster had been 
responsible for the imprisonment of Parnell, the leader of the Irish resistance 
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to English rule. Forster resigned his post in 1882 when he disagreed with 
Gladstone having Parnell released. 

Sorrow was mingled with relief about leaving Ireland behind. As Frances, 
the younger daughter, says in her unpublished Journal: 

This only I feel sure of. That Mother's health could never have stood 
the strain of another year of such unceasing anxiety as the last two, 
and on this ground we may well be thankful that Father is no longer 
Chief Secretary. By and by too we shall all be better able to feel the 
relief that the freedom from the responsibilities of office will bring to 
Father, and through him to Mother.18 

William, of course, remained a M.P. and the family continued their peripatetic 
life style, spending some weeks in Burley, then at Eccleston Square, or with 
family in the Lake District, but in 1882 they had a holiday in France and in 
the autumn spent eight weeks in Russia. They were back in Burley for Harvest 
Festival, and stayed at Wharfeside until December. Frances records that 
they went to hear Messiah sung in Ilkley and then they went off for a family 
Christmas at Fox How. 

In the following year, in July 1883, Florence married Robin O'Brien. They 
had the wedding at St. Peter's Eaton Square, London, rather than in Burley 
Church, which Jane knew could not seat the number of guests who were 
invited. Jane's health was causing concern and she seems to have developed 
rheumatic joints, for which she unsuccessfully sought relief in the Pump 
Room at Bath in May 1885. Meanwhile William was chairing the 
Parliamentary Committee on the Manchester Ship Canal legislation, which 
was a strenuous job because of conflicting views. Frances in her journal 
notes that the strain of this work "I think had a great deal to do with his 
illness later on"." 

After the wedding of Hugh to Mary Maskelyne in July, Jane and William 
set out with Frances for Baden Baden. The aim was probably to alleviate 
Jane's aches and pains, but it was there on 18th August that William was 
taken quite ill and had to return to London. He never completely recovered 
despite the efforts of several doctors and the ministrations of Jane. They 
tried country air in Surrey and sea air at Torquay, and there he learned that 
he had been re-elected as M.P. for Brad ford at the end of November. He never 
took his seat however, and in the Spring of 1886, having returned to Eccleston 
Square, he became seriously ill and died on 5 t April. After a funeral in 
Westminster Abbey his body was brought by train to Burley, where at his 
wish he was buried, prayers being said by a Quaker minister.20 A Memorial 
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Service was held in St. Mary's Church later. His grave is in God's Acre, 
Bradford Road, Burley. 

Thereafter, Jane returned to Burley to make her home with Frances. The 
house in Eccieston Square was emptied by the middle of May and she brought 
mementoes with her. She was ever the thrifty woman and she records in 
one letter that "A man from Pratts came to see me about adapting a carpet 
from Eccieston Square for the drawing room" .. .and  later... "The carpets 
look very well and it would have been a folly to spend £20 to £30 on new 
ones."" 

She welcomed many of her friends and family there on numerous 
occasions. Her brother Matt visited her but he died in April 1888. She 
continued to take a lively interest in all that concerned the village and in 
1889 she was responsible for organising a great exhibition in the Lecture 
Hall in Burley, inviting many of her relations and friends to act as judges. 
After it she wrote a letter to her adopted daughter Florence in Ireland: 

The prize giving yesterday went off excellently. I had been anxious 
about it thinking many of the men especially would be too shy or too 
proud to come for their prizes, but there were hardly any absentees. 
Leach Tows, and Fred Mann, the two skilled rivals were both there 
and beaming - a few old men were shy and sent their sons, but more 
than a hundred and fifty came up for their Prizes and Honour 
Cards I have been thinking what a long account I should have sent 
of it some forty years ago to your dearest papa and how he would 
have delighted in hearing of such a uniting of all classes and all ages 
- little ones of eight, old people of sixty or seventy, workmen, mill-
girls, young ladies, gentlemen - with gentility - coming to receive 
acknowledgements of their various works - it was really something 
quite unique. How dear father would have delighted in this bond of 
union and good feeling in the stirring and quarrelsome little 
community for which he had such a kindly and amused interest. 

Her references to Papa and Father would have been understood by Florence. 
'Papa' was how she referred to her real father (William Arnold) and 'Father' 
was how she had addressed William Forster. 

At Christmas that year Jane outlines the village presents that she had 
given: "gowns, shawls, petticoats, calico, orders for coal, blankets, orders 
for meat to sick people, books ... A New Year's feast of Roast Beef and Figs 
and a pair of silver table rings for Mr. Clark and his wife, to commemorate 
the exhibition".n She entertained all her own family on New Year's Day 
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1890 (twelve including Edward and his wife and children). The following 
day she held a party for fourteen servants at Wharfeside. 

In the final decade of her life Jane spent more time in Burley than in the 
past, relying particularly on Edward and Edith at Cathedine and Frances 
for support as she declined further in health. In one letter written in 1890 to 
Florence she comments that Harrogate Water is doing her no good at all. She 
always had some problems with Burley's Vicar, Revd Dr. Charles Ingham 
Black, and in a letter of 1891 she writes after attending Evensong, that: "I 
will not write much as my head, which was nearly split by Dr. Black's voice 
in his sermon, is rather tired".' 

Her interest in the fortunes of the Mill and the West Riding industry 
continued and she wrote to her adopted daughter in Ireland on one occasion 
that Edward was away in London, on a deputation to the Home Office 
because he thought some proposed legislation would be injurious to the 
trade of the West Riding. 

When a downturn in the fortunes of the Mill in 1897 meant that it could 
no longer go on funding the Mill School, it was she who went to break the 
news to Thomas Clark the long time head master. This set in train a long 
dispute about the future of Burley's schools.25 

Perhaps Jane's last official public appearance in Burley was in January 1899, 
when her niece and god daughter, Mary Humphry Ward, the novelist, came 
to open a girl's secondary school in Burley at Mount Wise in Hag Farm Road. 
It had been very much a Forster initiative with Edward and Edith playing 
leading roles in the fund raising. The Yorkshire Post reported the ceremony, 
and noted that Mary Ward recalled her own childhood visits to Burley and 
her fond memories of her aunt and uncle, Jane and William Forster. [The 
school never took off and probably closed about the time of the First World 
War. 126 

Jane died of pneumonia on 2111 October 1899 at the home of her sister 
Susan in Malvern. Her funeral was conducted in Burley by the Vicar, Rev. 
R.P. Stedman and his curate Rev. S.G.C. Ross. The headmaster of Uppingham, 
Canon F.C. Selwyn, a relative by marriage, also officiated. The coffin was 
conveyed by eight of the oldest workers at the Mill to God's Acre, and the 
Mill was closed on the afternoon of the funeral. 

In her will she left just over £90,000, from which came annuities for 
Frances, her sister living at Fox How, and Frances, her adopted daughter at 
Wharfeside. The residue was divided equally among the four adopted 
children. Later they and their children commemorated her along with her 
husband in a marble plaque in the porch of St Mary's Church in Burley. 
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The Times carried the following obituary on 231  October 1899: 

Mrs. Forster's last years were spent in complete retirement at her 
house in Burley, overhanging the beautiful Wharfe, close to the village 
inhabited by the workpeople in her husband's mill. She had never 
cared greatly for the world of London; family affection, a few warm 
friendships, a deep and practical sympathy for the Yorkshire working 
people amongst whom she lived, books and ideas - these filled up her 
later life. Dean Stanley, her father's biographer, the late Archbishop 
Tait, the saintly Canon Jackson of Leeds, to mention only those that 
are gone, were among her friends. She was an admirable 
correspondent; and if her letters were collected they would be found, 
through all their womanliness, to contain a body of singularly wise 
and just comment on the persons and events of her time. 

An obituary in The Westmoreland Gazette, 11 th November 1899, noted: 

The daughter of Dr. Arnold, the sister of Matthew Arnold and the 
wife of W.E. Forster, she was perhaps the only woman of whom it 
could be said that her father, husband and brother were all 
commemorated in Westminster Abbey.... The circle of her intimate 
thoughts was as wide as the Empire itself; the momentary centre of 
her life might be Wharfeside or Fox Ghyll..; its real bounds extended 
as far as the English speaking race. She was one of the women who, 
noble in their nature, happy in their lot without ambition for 
themselves and while keeping comparatively out of sight, help, 
sustain and inspire the workers of the World. 

Her niece and god daughter, Mary Humphry Ward, wrote in her Recollections 
in 1918, 'Doctor Arnold's eldest daughter, Jane Arnold, afterward Mrs. W.E. 
Forster, my godmother, stands out for me on the tapestry of the past, as one 
of the noblest personalities I have ever known.' 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Fabrics, Filth and Fairy Tents: The Yorkshire Textile Districts in 1849 by Angus Bethune Reach; 
edited by Chris Aspin. Royd Press (The Book Case, 29 Market Street, Hebden Bridge, 
West Yorkshire HX7 6EV), 2007. 109 pages, ISBN: 978 0 3556204 0 9. £6.95 
We welcome this reprint of a book published by Helmshore Local History Society in 1973, 
itself a reprint of'letters' which appeared in the Morning Chronicle in 1849. In October 1849, 
the paperbegan an investigation into the condition of the British working classes. Special 

correspondents visited all parts of the country, but apart from Henry Mayhew's reports on 
London, the project has been almost forgotten. Yet the observations made by the paper's 
correspondents provide valuable insights into the places visited and, in the case of Bradford, 
parallel the better-knowts Wool cornl,crs Report of 1&43.This work reprints the reports ('letters') 
of December 3,a 1849 on Huddersfield and Dewsbury; of December 6' on Halifax and 
Bradford; and those of 10' and 13' on Leeds. The editor has added a few footnotes, five 
contemporary illustrations, and an introduction. Thankfully, the type has been re-set, so we 
are spared struggling with the crabbed print of the early Victorian newspaper. The booklet 

is smartly produced. 
Correspondent Reach (pronounced Re-ach) does well on the technicalities of textile 

manufacture, of single and double twilled cloths, the processes of 'willowing', carding, 
slubbing, and so forth, but his reportage on the social scene is particularly vivid and 
perceptive. He observes that although stuff manufacturing is cleaner than woollen manufacture 
(for example the dye being applied later in the process), the condition of stuff labourers is 
worse. He talks with operatives and doctors about health hazards, watches what the workers 
eat, how they live, and how they interact. 

Of the physical environment, 'Bradford maybe described as an accumulation of mean 
streets, steep lanes, and huge mills intersected here and there by those odious patches of 
black, muddy, waste ground rooted up by pigs, and strewn with oyster-shells, cabbage 
stalks, and such garbage, which I have so often noticed as commonly existing in 
manufacturing towns.' Reach does note, however, that 'Upwards of thirty streets and lanes 
have been paved and drained', yet 'The Bradford Beck 'at present runs the colour of ink', 

We are transported back to the days of 'house-trucking' and the 'Tommy-shop', 'the 
heckling of flax and the carding of low', druggets and 'slopworkers', corpses being carried 
out of the'foulds', opium dens, 'spade husbandry', and the newly emergent local authorities 
grappling with the new legislation on housing and poor relief. It is not all bad, though, and 
examples are given of good practice in the Schools of Industry and the Mechanics' Institutes. 
Some footnotes are given by the editor to relate mills mentioned to present-day buildings 
and there are some illustrations. This delightful little book should be on the shelves of all 
local history enthusiasts. 

And lhe'fairy tents' of the book's title? The sixty-six glass ventilation cupolas of Marshall's 
flax mill in Leeds, of course! 
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BRADFORD SUBSCRIPTION CONCERTS: 
ORIGINS AND ORGANISATION 

By Anne Wilkinson 

From their inception in 1865 the Bradford Subscription Concerts were the 
city's  premier concert series, being described as attracting music lovers not 
only from Bradford but also from further afield; indeed in the second season 
special trains were arranged for concert-goers, leaving Bradford not only 
for other Yorkshire towns, but also for Manchester and all stops en route. 
The centenary booklet of the Bradford Subscription Concerts notes the early 
relationship between the concerts, the Bradford Festival Chorus, the Hallé 
Orchestra and the St George's Hall; this article reviews the origins and 
organisation of the Subscription Concerts, with particular reference to these 
three elements. 

It was at the suggestion of Samuel Smith, Mayor of Bradford, 1851-4, 
that the St. George's Hall was built by public subscription. It was opened in 
1853 with a three-day musical festival, and festivals were held again in 
1856 and 1859. But as these were not financially successful they were 
discontinued in favour of concerts to be held throughout the winter season. 
These earlier festivals had shown the suitability of the St George's Hall for 
instrumental as well as choral music, and for Bradford journalist James 
Burnley it was 'sparkling with light' and 'a place of delightful memories.'1 
The interior of the building had ornate decoration (including musical 
instruments) and galleries supported on cast iron pillars round three sides 
of the hall. Externally the style was that of a Corinthian temple; both 
internally and externally the Neo-classical style was overlaid by 'Victorian 
ornament and elaboration'2 with a marked similarity to Liverpool's St. 
George's Hall (1851). There were separate entrances for the stalls, reserved 
area and other seats, maintaining the social hierarchy by ensuring that 
wealthy patrons did not have to rub shoulders with those in the shilling 
seats. 

Samuel Midgley, a Bradford musician who had studied in Leipzig before 
returning to his native city and was reported to have been 'unremitting in 
his endeavours to educate the public taste' (for classical music), said that it 
was because of musical activity at the St. George's Hall that 'Bradford has 
become a kind of mecca for musical devotees in Yorkshire'.' By the 1870s 
classical music was seen as the epitome of high culture. The dominance of 
the concert hall continued until the turn of the twentieth century, but before 
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1 
then orchestral concerts in Bradford had not been successful. Although the 
cheaper seats were well-filled, the lack of middle class support meant there 
were few patrons in the more expensive seats. When in 1865 the earlier 
concerts were about to be discontinued, Jacob Behrens was instrumental in 
founding the Subscription Concerts; the subscription principle ensured that 
a certain amount of cash would be paid in advance by subscribers whose 
names would appear in concert programmes. 

The importance of the presence of a German community in Bradford is 
noted by Dave Russell, and J. B. Priestley said of the Germans in the city, 
'they were different and brought more the to the city than just bank drafts 
and lists of customers'.' Indeed the contribution of the Germans was 
arguably vital to the musical life of the city. As David James has noted, in 
1902, 21 out of 36 yarn merchants and 31 out of 63 piece merchants were of 
German origin.' Whereas local taste tended to favour choral music, Jacob 
Behrens and his countrymen also enjoyed orchestral and chamber music. 

This brings us to the next component of the Subscription Concerts: the 
Hallé Orchestra. Through their business interests the Behrens family had 
links with Manchester where a family member became friendly with Charles 
Hallé when he came in the office to send money home to his mother in 
Germany. When the two men found they had a shared interest in music, 
Hallé was asked to take his 'band' to Bradford and help establish the 
Subscription Concerts there.' Thus started the long association of the 1-lallé 
Orchestra with Bradford, where it was to play 'an indispensable part' in the 
musical life of the city.7 

The final part of the triumvirate of the original organisation of the 
Concerts was the Bradford Festival Chorus, whose association with the 
concerts lasted up to the First World War. But even earlier when in 1907 it 
was decided to have only one choral subscription concert, the Festival Choral 
Society arranged an additional concert of its own, with the Scottish 
Orchestra. However this was not as well patronised as the usual concerts, 
this orchestra presumably being less of an attraction to the concertgoers of 
Bradford than the Hallé.8 

So what of the concerts themselves, and the experience of the 
concertgoers? An important feature from the outset had been that they 
were entitled 'Bradford Subscription Full Dress Grand Concerts'. Evening 
dress was worn by patrons in the stalls up to the outbreak of war in 1914, 
for the concerts were said to be 'a great social occasion'.' Entrance by 
subscription gave the concerts a certain social cachet and ensured only the 
'right' sort of people would attend. Even within the subscribers there were 
lines of 'social demarcation' between those who could afford to sit in the 
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stalls and those who paid less for gallery and area tickets. In 1910 it was 
noted that the Area had been re-seated, these seats being accessed by a 
separate external entrance door, the first door in Bridge Street.'° 

At many concerts, including some at the same venue, the cheapest seats 
were 6d., but not at the Subscription Concerts, where they were a shilling 
(twice the price), meaning many music lovers had to stand outside, 'like 
hungry men sniffing at the door of a cook's shop'.1' However in the early 
years of the twentieth century the St. George's Hall was used as a cinema on 
certain nights of the week, and in 1926 it was decided to sell the hall to New 
Century Pictures. The report of the final concert of the last St. George's Hall 
season, on 12 March 1926, lamented the loss of the hail for concerts, for the 
final one of which the Bradford Festival Choral Society joined the Hallé 
Orchestra; the local press reported that 'it was singularly appropriate that 
they should both occupy the platform ... in what was the last concert in 
which either of these famous musical organisations will take part in this 
hall'." 

In January 1926 Samuel Midgley appealed in the Yorkshire Observer for a 
new municipal hail to be erected to replace what he described as having 
been the 'soul, heart and centre of the city' for so many years. He suggested 
that seating was needed for between 3000-4000 people, with room for 
orchestra and 300-strong chorus,'3 The Alhambra was offered to the various 
displaced musical societies for two separate weeks during the year, but this 
was not a suitable solution. Midgley maintained that only a proper concert 
hail would do, as he wanted to ensure the survival of what he saw as 
Bradford's best set of concerts; also anew hall could incorporate shops whose 
rent would be a further source of income. However not everyone agreed 
with this point of view. In February 1926 a letter to the Yorkshire Observer 
suggested that 'the wealthy music lovers of Bradford [should] emulate the 
example of their enthusiastic ancestors and provide it themselves', echoing 
the view of 'A Harassed Ratepayer' that such provision should be privately 
financed, for even if 'the ratepayers of other cities care to be burdened with 
such as an enterprise that is no reason why Bradford should follow their 
example'.'4 Other than the patronage of the Lord Mayor, municipal support 
for music was hard to come by, and would not benefit the Bradford 
Subscription Concerts for another thirty years or so. A committee of the 
council met in 1926 to draw up plans and look at potential sites for a new 
concert hail, but for the following season the Subscription Concerts 
committee accepted an offer made by the trustees of the Eastbrook Hall, and 
no new hall was built in the city, though new concert halls were opened 
elsewhere in Northern cities, for example in Newcastle and Sheffield, The 
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Subscription Concerts continued in their new venue; by the late 1920s there 
was no-one remaining with the drive (and resources) to initiate the building 
of a new concert hall in Bradford. 

The prospectus for the 1926-7 season of concerts stressed that there were 
uninterrupted views of the platform from nearly all the seats in the Eastbrook 
Hall (for which cushions were provided), and noted the excellence of the 
acoustics. The next season the prospectus called for continued support to 
ensure the survival of the concerts. Although many people may have thought 
the Eastbrook Hall an unsuitable venue, expert musical opinion differed, 
arguing that Bradfordians should go on supporting the concerts while at 
the same time making every effort to provide a proper concert hail in the 
city. Eastbrook Hall may not have had the same attraction as a visit to the St 
George's Hall, for of course it had been built as a Methodist Mission in 1903, 
and not as a monument to wealth accumulated in the woollen trade by the 
city's industrialists. But interestingly there was a similarity between the 
original venue, St George's Hall, and the large Nonconformist chapels of the 
same period, emphasised by the gallery seating which enabled the hall to 
accommodate the large numbers for which it was designed." The Bradford 
Subscription Concerts survived the enforced change of venue, but by the 
start of the 1926-7 season, only one of the three original elements of the 
concerts remained, and this was the Hailé Orchestra. 

The enduring cultural status of the Bradford Subscription Concerts is 
confirmed by the long involvement of some local elite families with their 
organisation, the calibre of the performers (the Hallé Orchestra and other 
musicians) and the standing of their original venue, the St. George's Hall. 
Although there were periods when they may have struggled for survival, 
the Bradford Subscription Concerts were the foremost concert series of this 
period and one of the most important musical organisations in the North of 
England, earning 'a place in the music, not only of Bradford, but of Yorkshire, 
which deserves the warmest recognition'." 
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BOOK REVIEW 

The Lord Mayoralty of Bradford, 1907-2007: A Companion by C. Neville Packelt. 
Available from the author at 20 Wells Court, Wells Promenade, Ilkley L529 9LG. 
76 pages, illustrated. Unpriced 

This is a timely and nicely constructed book, written to celebrate the centenary 
of the office of Mayor of Bradford being raised to the rank and dignity of Lord. In 
the Introduction we are introduced to the semantics and history of the post of 
Mayors and Lord Mayors, and the problems of the correct way to address holders 
of these posts. This is followed by the text of the documents confirming Bradford's 
status as a City and its right to have a Lord Mayor and a Deputy Lord Mayor, and 
the Lord Mayor's Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
A brief account of the environmental background is followed by an account of 

the battle between those who opposed the city's incorporation in the 1840s, such 
as the Board of Commissioners, Board of Surveyors, and the Lighting and Watch 
Committees, and those who supported incorporation. Twice, in 1845 and 1847, the 
Privy Council sent Major Jebb to Bradford to investigate and report back. A brief 
account is given of the Mayoralty (1847-1907), which is followed by accounts of 

some of the Lord Mayors between 1907 and 2007. In the chapter "Touch & Go", a 
number of controversies are recounted. These include moves for the abolition of 
the post; the spat over the Lord Mayor's car; and the issue of the Lord Mayor's 
casting vote. Chapter Five 'Pomp and Pageantry' covers such topics as the Arms 
of the City, the City's regalia (including the Civic Standard, the Civic Sword, and 
the Civic Pennant) and not forgetting the student who broke the mace! (It is worth 
noting here that the author and his family were responsible for the refurbishment 
of some of the Civic chains and badges.) Other chapters feature the City Hall, 
Dick Whittington (!), and some highlights of Bradford's municipal history. 
Appendices usefully list the Lord Mayors, Lady Mayoresses and Deputy and 

Assistant Lord Mayors of Bradford. The book concludes with a Select Bibliography. 

As noted, the author has been closely involved in the ceremonial aspects of 
the Lord Mayoralty, so it is no surprise that there are traces of personal views 
here and there, but this in no way detracts from this excellent little history. The 
ceremony and esoterica of civic management can confuse, but we must be 
grateful to Neville Packett for helping to clarify such matters. 
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"THIS IS OUR LIBRARY": ILKLEY'S CARNEGIE 1907-2007 

[IIkIé Libryj 

By Caroline Brown 

"This is our library, a trust in which we are all partners" declared the 
celebrated Victorian preacher, Dr Robert Collyer, on opening the public 
library in Ilkley on 2d October 1907. The grand opening was the culmination 
of over half a century of events and influences in a rapidly changing 
environment. It was the age of social reform; the whole system of local 
government was changing on a national basis. 

Locally, the fabric of the town had altered radically during the nineteenth 
century. By the end of the century, Ilkley had emerged from its origins as an 
agricultural hamlet to a thriving residential spa town and fashionable health 
resort. Public buildings, such as a library, a town hall and an assembly hail 
were potent symbols of Victorian expansion. Robert Collyer recognised 
this in his speech at the opening ceremony. He said: 

• . .when a town had grown in some eminence as Ilkley had grown in 
the previous sixty years they were almost sure to find four essential 
foundations - the church, the school, the town hall and the library' 

The opening of the public buildings was a direct result of the endeavours of 
men with vision and civic pride, town leaders conscious of the need to 
reflect status and prestige with an eye to the future. 

Much civic progress in Ilkley at that time was characterised by 
controversy. The scheme for the library was no exception. While the 
advocacy for a free library for Ilkley drew many supporters, there were also 
many who opposed the idea. Ilkley was not alone. The national movement 
to obtain a system of public libraries paid from the rates had also 
encountered considerable opposition nearly half a century earlier. 

In 1849, in the campaign for social improvement through education, the 
Liberal MP William Ewart introduced his Public Libraries Bill in parliament. 
The arguments against it focused on the prospect of increased tax rates to 
fund the service and the social implications of the measures. Although the 

Public Libraries Act became law in 1850, stringent compromises to the 
proposed legislation had been necessary in order to get the bill through 
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parliament. 1n1855 further reforms were made. The rate that boroughs could 
charge for libraries was raised to a penny in the pound. However, it remained 
virtually impossible for local authorities to fund libraries without the 
support of wealthy philanthropists. 

In Ilkley, the 'Age of Reform' was having a profound impact on local 
affairs. The first Local Board had been established in December 1864 under 
the Local Government Act of 1858. Essential services were expanding: water, 
sewage, burials, fire service, drainage, road systems and street lighting. 
Under the Local Government Act of 1894 the Local Board was replaced by 
the Ilkley Urban District Council and with it came new aspirations. 

At the end of the nineteenth century Ilkley was not without library facilities 
but they were available at a price. The Ilkley Library Company Limited 
occupied premises on Wells Road. A guide to Ilkley of 1892 described it thus: 

The pleasures of fine air and exquisite scenery, though indispensable 
features in a health resort, have nevertheless their limitations and 
need to be reinforced by literary and intellectual draughts. These are 
well supplied by the institution described by the above title. In every 
respect the institution is a first class one, ,.,and the annual rate of one 
guinea for the privileges of the library and reading-rooms, with the 
use of Mudie's books as well, can scarcely be called exorbitant.3 

At this time, John Shuttleworth, the founder and publisher of the Ilkley Gazette, 
was offering another 'circulating library' at a cost of 2d per volume or lOs 6d 
per annum from his 'fine art and fancy good repository' on Brook Street. 
However, despite these services, there was a growing consciousness of the 
need for a more generous and comprehensive approach to library provision 
defined by the Public Libraries Act. 

The extensive land sales in Ilkley of the second half of the nineteenth century 
had provided opportunities for enterprising individuals. One of these men 
was Mn. T. Jackson who was involved with the scheme for civic buildings 
throughout all stages of progress. In July 1896 Mr Jackson purchased the 
present site on Station Road of 4,180 square yards, together with land in the 
Holmes fields on the north side of the river, for £7,800 at auction. Two months 
later, the Ilkley UDC presented its case for borrowing £6,270 to buy the 
Station Road site from Mr Jackson and in March 1897 the land was purchased 
despite extensive local opposition. 

The Ilkley UDC immediately demolished the buildings and widened 
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Part of the Sedbergh House and its garaens which made wayfor the Public Library and 
Town Hall Scheme at the beginning of the century. The sale notice reads: 

'This land to be sold in building lots. I Tjackson, Elmleigh, Ilkley.' 
Station Road, but the site soon became neglected and was used for a hen run. 
Opposite the railway station it was unsightly to visitors and a constant 
reminder to commuters of the lack of progress on the project for civic 
buildings. 

By 1900, the Ilkley UDC had to fund many major purchases including 
moorland, street improvements, fire services, the museum, water supplies, 
sewage works and gas works. Although the amount of money raised via the 
rates had increased rapidly with the growth of the town, major projects 
such as the town hail complex were financed by loans. By 1900, £136,000 
was owed by Ilkley UDC. Repeated efforts were made to persuade the Council 
to sell the site. It was not until 1903 that the entire scheme for municipal 
buildings was reawakened by a grant to build a library building. 

In common with many other local authorities, Ilkley UDC approached Scots 
born American philanthropist Andrew Carnegie for a grant to provide a 
library. The letter from Mr Carnegie's private secretary was dated 12h June 
1903. 

Dear Sir, 
Responding to your appeal on behalf of Ilkley, Mr Carnegie will be 

glad to give Three Thousand Pounds Sterling to erect a Free Public 
Library Building for Ilkley if the Free Public Libraries Act be adopted 
and the maximum assessment under it levied now (so that there 
may be money to stock the library when built), producing Two 
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Hundred and Twelve Pounds a year, as stated by you. A site must 
also be given for the building, the cost not being a burden upon the 
penny Rate. 

Respectfully yours, 
Etc. 

In November 1903 the Ilkley UDC invited competitive designs for an 
integrated municipal building, which would be an architectural feature of 
the town. 

The library plans must make provision for: general reading room, 
reference and lending rooms, ladies room and museum and all 
necessary offices for librarian, bookstore and other accommodation.' 

'Economy', the design by architect William Bakewell of Leeds, was selected 
in May] 904. The anticipated cost was £13,000. The architecture, typical of 
the Edwardian style at the time shows the influence of the Arts and Crafts 
movement. Using local stone from the moors, the buildings are faced with 
sandstone. Two life-size figures carved in relief and two medallions: Minerva 
(Art) and Apollo (Wisdom) decorate the building. The figures represent 
Literature and Science. 

Still the opposition continued. In April 1905 over 600 ratepayers signed 
a petition asking for the postponement of the scheme. It was a time of recession. 
The building boom had been rapid but short lived. Many houses stood 
empty. Moreover there had been an increase in the poor and educational 
rates, and special Boer War taxes. Many people regarded a free library as a 
luxury rather than a necessity. 

Undeterred, the Clerk of Ilkley UDC, Frank Hall declared that the time 
had now arrived when the town was: " ...of sufficient value and importance 
to have its own buildings for the transaction of its public activities."5 

In June 1905 the loan for £10,000 was sanctioned, repayable in 30 years. 
Added to Mr Carnegie's grant of £3,000 for the library building, this made 
up the estimated cost of the buildings of £13,000. A further loan of £2,626 
was later sanctioned for furnishings in September 1907. The Ilkley UDC 
pledged that local contractors and craftsmen would be employed as far as 
possible. 

On 31" January 1906 the foundation stones were laid, that of the library 
by the Chairman of the Council, Cllr. John Dixon, and that of the town hail 
by Mr ). T. Jackson, (now chairman of the Town Hall committee). But tragedy 
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Building work in progress 

struck in January 1907 as the last cornice stone was manoeuvred into 
position in the Kings Hall. The six-hundredweight stone crashed through 
the scaffolding. Two men were trapped and killed: Frank Carter, bricklayer 
of Leamington Road, and William Mitchell, a mason, lodging in Ilkley. 

On 2nd October 1907 the library was officially opened with great ceremony 
by Dr Robert Collyer. From humble beginnings in West Yorkshire, Dr Collyer 
had become a preacher of international repute after emigrating to America, 
the new land of opportunity. Like Andrew Carnegie, Robert Collyer 
embodied the Victorian idea] of the self-made man. The two men had become 
acquainted and on one occasion, at a dinner in New York for Dr. Collyer's 
85th birthday, Mr Carnegie remarked that he was born nearer to Dr Collyer 
than anyone present. 

I sailed from Glasgow in 1848, he came in 1850. That was the only 
occasion, I think, in which I got ahead of him. He became a teacher of 
men; I went into business ... we both followed prophets, but I, with 
my well-known preference for simplified spelling, spelt them profits.' 

Although he had spent a relatively short period of his life in Ilkley, as a 
blacksmith's apprentice, those years had been formative ones for Collyer. 
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During the ceremony two bronze busts of Dr Collyer and Mr Carnegie were unveiled. 

The people of Ilkley had later taken him to their heart along with the values 
he represented. Over the years, in conjunction with J. l-lorsfall Turner, Collyer 
had worked on Ilkley: Ancient and Modern, published in 1885. 

The date of the opening ceremony had been planned to coincide with a 
visit of Dr Collier from America to receive an honorary degree from Leeds 
University. 

However the building work had fallen behind schedule and the library 
was not finished. The opening ceremony went ahead regardless. 
A crowd of 1,800 people, a record number for the town, was present for 

the ceremony. At 2 pm the carriages bearing Dr Collyer and civic dignitaries 
set off along the Grove arriving at the new free library to a guard of honour 
by the fire brigade. 

Mn. T. Jackson, now Chairman of the Council, presented Dr Collyer with 
a ceremonial key and he was formally invited to open the building. The 
inscription: 'Sapientia Eat Potentia'- 'Knowledge is power' decorated the 
column. Mr E. Eamshaw of Brook Street designed the key. Mr J. W. Benson, 
and Mr J. W. Dixon unveiled two bronze busts of Dr Collyer and Mr Carnegie 
respectively. The busts were the work of Frances Darlington, a local sculptor. 

The proceedings adjourned to a public gathering at the (unfinished) Kings 
Hall. After hymns and prayers, an illuminated address was presented to Dr 
Collyer. The address begins: 
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"VivitpostJiinera virtus" 
(Virtue survives the grave) 
To the Rev. Robert Collyer. 

Dear Sir, On behalf of the inhabitants of llkley we beg to offer you our 
hearty congratulations on your having successfully undertaken the 
journey from America in your eighty-fourth year, also to express 
thanks for the kindly interest you have always shown towards our 
district and in everything tending to promote its progress and welfare, 
but more especially for the services rendered us on this occasion. 

Though more than half a century has passed since you left Ilkley 
to seek your fortune in a far-off land, we know by your many acts of 
kindness that your love for the scenes of your youth and early 
manhood has never waned and that by opening our New Public 
Library today pleasant associations are revived which connect the 
present with the past through many bygone years... 
The Common Seal of the Ilkley Urban District Council was hereunto 
affixed this 2fl' day of October, 1907, by 
J. C. Barker (Chairman), 
in the presence of 
J. T. Jackson (Chairman of Town Hall Committee), 
Isaac Dean (Vice-Chairman) 

Thefrontof the new Public Library and Town Hall buildings was illuminated with 
coloured lights on the evening of the opening ceremony. 
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Mr William Graham, thefirst librarian. 

Dr Collyer then addressed the crowd. During the course of his speech, he 
reflected on how every weary moment won from his boyhood duties as a 
mill worker in Washbumdale was spent in reading. He spoke of his fond 
memories of Ilkley and of his choice of books and reading habits: 

There are books which stimulate you as the wines do, of which you 
can sip slowly, feeling the glow and glamour, to be aware in time that 
you want something which holds a fiercer fire. And books you can 
read as some take drugs, to relieve their pain or shut out the desolation, 
or afford you blissful visions for the time..., books that nourish our 
hopes, give us new courage and soothe our pain; bind together distant 
ages and faraway lands, create a new world of beauty for us, and 
bring down truths from heaven.' 

Dr Collyer was given a tremendous ovation. In reply, Mr Jackson said: "This 
Public Library vitally affects our interests and is intended as an educational 
as well as a recreational institution; therefore use and not abuse it."' 

in the evening, following dinner at Wells House, a torchlight procession, 
accompanied by the brass band, made its way down to the new free library, 
now lit by coloured lights. Dr Collyer made another speech on the front 
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Town Hall complex c.1910. 

steps 'making unmistakable sign of emotion' reported The Ilkley Gazette. This 
would be his last visit to Ilkley. 

After the opening ceremony, the library promptly closed again so that 
the building work could continue. 

The 'News and Magazine Reading Room' opened on 11th May 1908 and the 
lending department of the library opened to the public on 20th July 1908 
with a stock of some 3,250 volumes and a staff of three with Mr William 
Graham from Gateshead as Librarian. The reference department was opened 
on 8th September of the same year with a stock of 134 works. In December 
1908 The Ilkley Gazette published the first recorded statistics. In the first eight 
months 32203 loans had been recorded and almost 25% of the population of 
the town had joined the library. 

Mr Graham spent nearly 35 years with the library service until his 
death in April 1942. His obituary reads: 

The town has just lost one of its oldest and most conscientious public 
servants.. .His quiet, thoughtful and well balanced counsel was highly 
valued he never sought the limelight but many had reason to thank 
him for the tactful education they received at his hands in the running 
of this valued public service.' 
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In the illuminated address presented to Robert Collyer at the opening 
ceremony in 1907 were the words: 'connect the present with the past'. As 
the nineteenth century moved into the twentieth there was a sense of 
progress. Looking back, the library service has served Ilkley well for over a 
century. Some of the main changes in local government came in 1974 as 
Bradford Metropolitan Council took over from the Ilkley UDC and in 
December 1984, the headline in the Ilkley Gazette read: 'Ilkley Library steps 
into the computer age' as a new system of checking books in and out was 
introduced. 

Today, the new blends in with the old to accommodate the growing 
demand for electronic information, combining the needs of the computer 
age with a book stock in a historic building. Before the free library service 
was established, access to reading and information was only available to 
those who could afford it. Even in the digital age, access to information and 
communication networks may still be impeded by cost. Moreover, as the 
quantity of information available has grown, support in information 
handling and the development of new skills are necessary to enable access 
for everyone. Yet the role of the library service is just as relevant for the 

Library lnteriorc.1954. 
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twenty-first century as it was in the nineteenth century as the service adapts 
to meet changing needs. 

"Libraries are a much valued public institution built around a shared 
ideal; to make available resources that can be used by all members of 
the community to stimulate imagination and enquiry, through 
literature and reference, for culture and commerce. They are open to 
all and should benefit most those least able to afford private 
provision... If we did not have libraries we would be investing huge 
sums to create them afresh."" 

The library we have today 
in llkley is a huge asset handed 
down by generations of 
pioneers and social reformers. 
In the words of T. Binding in 
his book On Ilkley Moor: the 
story ofan English town: 

They pass now, their 
inheritors, pass without a 
thought to those men and 
the simple things they did 
that mattered, pass 
without a thought to them 
and their plans, the 
expenditure they laid out, 
the ground they injected, 
who came one day with 
their gleaming shovels and 
chains of office they L ._ 

themselves their own 
small band of admirers, 
their long overcoats buttoned tight over their self-importance, dug 
the trowel in the mixed cement, laid the stone which bears their 
mark. The river gave it cause, the moor importance, the railway 
wealth, but the Town Hall, the Kings Hall and the library have given 
it depth in stone and in exhibition and in print. It has a history now, 
a past, a present, a future on the day when Ilkley learnt to read.1' 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Bradford Chapters: Episodes in the L(feofa City. Edited by Bob Duckett. Propagator 
Press, 2008. 204 pages. ISBN: 978 196029 814 1. £12.95 

From Propagator Press of Leeds comes Bradford Chapters, a collection of 
thirteen essays on various aspects of Bradford's history, ranging from 
cockfighting and road rage (18" century style) to local film locations, 
architecture and a wartime air crash. The chapters are: 

News of Bradford, 1721-1782 (Extracts from two 18"' century 
newspapers) 
• Location Bradford: The City's Movie Heritage by Tony Earnshaw 
• The German hnmigrants: Their ittfluenceon Nineteenth Century Bradford 
by Jacquey Mackenzie. 

Forster Square. A Chequered History by David Croft 
The Stanningley Air Crash by John Allison 

• On the Dharma Trail: A7Os Bradford Experience by Trevor Carol an 
Jack Booth's Bradford: Photographing a Lost City. 
Merchants, Mansions and Morris: The Bradford Legacy ofJohn Aid/tam 

Heaton by Julia Smith 
• The Lost Mansions of Baildon by Letitia Lawson 
• Present at Birth: Shipley's First Midwife: An Interview with Nellie Whiteley, 
MBE. 
• The Rebirth of'Victor': Bradford's Own Utijflow Steam Engine by Eugene 
Nicholson (A pioneering Bradford 'prime mover' comes home.) 

The Show Must Go Ott! Seiectionsfrom the Peter Holdstt'orth Archive by 
Marilyn Rogerson 

Pilgrimage to the Golden City: The Brontës and Bradford by Bob Duckett 
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THE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY 
AND BRADFORDIANS 

By James Ogden 

An account of Bradfordians covered in the 'Oxford Dictionary of National Biography' 
with comments on errors and omissions. 

The Oxford Dictionary of Nat ional Biography is the updated Dictionary ofNat ional 
Biography (1885-1901). It was published by Oxford University Press in 2004, 
in sixty volumes with over 50,000 entries, and there is an online version 
incorporating new ones. The entries cover people who had some connection 
with the British Isles and achieved distinction, celebrity, or notoriety. 
Bradfordians, in this essay, are those connected with Bradford, and who 
either are in the dictionary or possibly should be. Only people who have 
died qualify for entry in ODNB. 

Many libraries have the dictionary online, and right now you can type 
in 'Bradford, Yorkshire' and get a list of 153 people on its database who 
experienced a 'life event' in the city, with dates and occupations. Results for 
other Yorkshire cities and towns are: York, 501; Leeds, 395; Sheffield, 255; 
Hull, 179; Halifax, 143; Wakefield, 126. However, it is better to omit 'Yorkshire' 
and increase the list for Bradford to 210, though it is still not wholly reliable. 
Some people have been included who are not Bradfordians; some have been 
excluded who are; some - the architects Lockwood and Mawson for example 
- are not in the dictionary. When subtractions and additions had been made, 
I found myself with a list of 200. To make this account easier to follow, I have 
divided the list by occupations, perhaps debatably in some cases. I have 
added the place of birth of those not bom inside the old city boundary. The 
phrase 'on the database' means the entry is only available online; 'not on the 
database' means there is no entry; an asterisk means there is a portrait. 
I have briefly summarised lives of notable Bradfordians, commented on 

their ODNB treatment as far as possible, and argued for fourteen additions 
to the database and so, eventually, to the dictionary. Many readers of this 
journal, whose knowledge of the several specialised fields is greater than 
mine, will notice mistakes of fact or faults of emphasis - for which I can only 
apologise. Others will perhaps welcome the survey as suggesting possibilities 
for further research - for which I can only hope. 
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Occupation categories 
1. Clergy 
2. Scientists and Physicians 
3. Industrialists and Businessmen 
4. Politicians and Trade Unionists 
5. Social Reformers and Educationists 
6. Scholars 
7. Writers 
8. Artists, Architects and Musicians 
9. Entertainers and Sportsmen 
10. Miscellaneous 

1. Clergy 
Blunt, Alfred Walter Frank (1870-1955), Anglican bishop, b. France 
'Brontë, Patrick (1777-1861), Anglican priest, b. Northern Ireland 
Clarkson, David (1622-86), Independent minister 
Coggan, Donald (1909-2000), Anglican archbishop, b. Middlesex 
Crowther, Jonathan (1794-1856), Methodist minister, b. Cornwall, on database 
Denton, John (c.1626-1709), Anglican priest 
Dixon, James (1788-1871), Methodist minister, b. Leicestershire 
Fairbaim, Andrew (1838-1912), Congregationalist minister, b. Scotland 
Fawcett, John (1740-1817), Baptist minister 
Fawcett, Joshua (1809-64), Anglican priest 
Green, Samuel (1822-1905), Baptist minister, b. Falmouth 
Jowett, John Henry (1863-1923), Congregationalist minister, b. Northowram 
Martindale, Miles (1756-1824), Methodist minister, b. Lancashire 
Peel, Albert (1887-1949), Congregationalist minister, b. Gomersal 
Perowne, Arthur (1867-1948), Anglican bishop, b. Worcestershire, not on 

database 
Priestley, Timothy (1734-1814), Independent minister, b. Birstall 
Purcell, William (1909-99), Anglican priest, not on database 
Ryan, Vincent (1816-88), Anglican bishop, b. Ireland 
Scott, James (1733-1814), Anglican priest, b. Leeds 
Sharp, James (1576-1630), Roman Catholic priest 
Sharp, John (1645?-1714), Anglican archbishop 
'Shaw, Hudson (1859-1944), Anglican priest 
Stamp, William (1801-77), Methodist minister 
Whittaker, John William (c.1790-1854), Anglican priest, b. Manchester 
Williams, Rhondda (1860-1959), Congregationalist minister, b. Glamorgan 
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The earliest notable Bradfordian included in the ODNB is James Sharp, who 
was born in the parish, educated at Oxford, and converted to Roman 
Catholicism. He became a Jesuit missionary in the north of England, and in 
1611 returned home, hoping to convert his parents; but they were hoping to 
convert him, and both sides failed. 

It would be nice to know how James was related to John Sharp, who 
became Archbishop of York. John was born in Ivegate, son of a puritan 
merchant and an Anglican mother. Educated at Bradford Grammar School 
and Cambridge, ordained in 1667, he became rector of St Cues-in-the-fields, 
London. He preached toleration for dissenters but not for Papists, annoying 
James II but pleasing William Ill, who made him archbishop. ODNB gives a 
good account of his ecclesiastical reforms, but does not quite confirm the 
view that he was "loved and respected, even by those who were not 
members of the Church of England";' towards the end the end of his life he 
was less tolerant of dissenters. I would have liked more about his wife, who 
bore him seven sons and seven daughters. 

Bradford did not become a bishopric till 1919, though earlier Vincent 
Ryan, who had been Bishop of Mauritius, was vicar from 1870 to 1880. The 
first bishop, Arthur Perowne, does not appear in ODNB. Son of a bishop of 
Worcester, he was educated at Haileybury and Cambridge, ordained in 
1893, and ministered to parishes in the midlands and the southwest before 
his appointment to Bradford. He is said to have been "an Evangelical 
churchman of a liberal type" who enabled the new diocese to achieve "an 
enriching spiritual fellowship",' but in 1931 he was happy to be translated 
to Worcester. His successor, A. W. E Blunt, educated at Marlborough and 
Oxford, was a high churchman who had worked in industrial parishes and 
had become a Christian socialist. He had been offered Worcester, but had 
turned it down, describing the bishop's palace there as a "white elephant". 
When Perowne accepted Worcester, Blunt accepted Bradford. In contrast 
with his predecessor, he argued that the church had too much "preached 
conversion to individuals" rather than "the Kingdom of God in society". 
But he also favoured disestablishment, and at a diocesan conference in 1936, 
on the impending coronation of Edward VIII, he said he wished the King 
was more aware of "faith, prayer and self-dedication". This speech was 
taken to refer to the King's affair with Mrs Simpson, and did more than 
anything else to prompt the King's abdication some months later. ODNB 
gives a good short account of the bishop's ideas and achievements; his 
humorous saying would have made a final flourish: "My first name's Frank, 
my second name's Blunt - and I shall be both".' 

In old age Bishop Blunt was troubled by illness and relatively inactive. 
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His successor was very vigorous. Donald Coggan was born in London, and 
educated at Merchant Taylors School, Cambridge University and Wycliffe 
Hall theological college. He was a sound scholar who held important 
academic posts before coming to Bradford in 1956. Still in his forties, and 
aided by Archdeacon Hubert Higgs, he brought better organisation and 
greater confidence to the diocese. Soon he was moved to York, and eventually 
to Canterbury, but characteristically he was never at home in the House of 
Lords. His emphasis was always on individual commitment as distinct 
from social reform. I remember his forthright preaching at a united service 
in Shipley market place, when one elderly Methodist lady said to another, 
"He might have been one of our own". 

Leading nonconformists in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
were the Independents David Clarkson and Timothy Priestley, and the 
Baptist John Fawcett. David Clarkson was born in Bradford, educated at 
Cambridge, and ordained under the Commonwealth, but was ejected from 
his living at the Restoration; he became an Independent minister after the 
1672 Declaration of Indulgence. His pastoral work was good, but he was 
also a prolific writer; his most notable book was The Practical Divinity of the 
Papists Discovered to be the Destruction of Christianity. Timothy Priestley was 
born at Birstall, younger brother of Joseph Priestley the scientist and 
philosopher. He studied for the ministry at James Scott's academy in 
Heckmondwike and was for some years pastor at Kipping chapel, Thornton. 
John Fawcett was born at Lidget Green; little is known of his family, 
education, and American honorary degrees. He was a minister in Halifax 
and Hebden Bridge, founded the Baptist Northern Educational Society, and 
is said to have been an inspired preacher and devoted pastor. Publications 
included devotional works and hymns; the well-known hymn 'Lord dismiss 
us with thy blessing' has generally been attributed to him.' 

Leading nineteenth-century nonconformists were the Methodist William 
Stamp, the Baptist Samuel Green, and the Independents Andrew Fairbairn, 
John Henry Jowett, Albert Peel and Rhondda Williams. William Stamp, 
born in Bradford, raised at the Octagon chapel in Little Horton, and educated 
at Woodhouse Grove, ministered to several northern circuits, and wrote 
the History of Wesleyan Methodism in Bradford (1841). He was President of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference in 1861. Samuel Green was born at 
Falmouth; in 1851 he became classics and mathematics tutor at Horton 
Baptist Academy, and in 1859 he moved with it to Rawdon. Three of the four 
Independents were associated with Airedale College. Andrew Fairbairn, a 
Scotsman, liberal theologian, and brilliant lecturer, came to Bradford in 
1877 as its Principal. He became Chairman of the Congregational Union and 
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in 1886 was the obvious choice for first Principal of Mansfield College, Oxford. 
John Henry Jowett was born at Northowram and educated at Airedale 
College and Edinburgh University. He was Chairman of the Congregational 
Union in 1906 and President of the National Council of Free Churches in 
1910. A forceful speaker, he became the first nonconformist since the 
Commonwealth to preach in an English cathedral - Durham, 1920. Albert 
Peel, born at Gomersal and educated at Airedale College and Leeds 
University, was a prolific scholar, publishing mainly on the history of 
Congregationalism and nonconformity in general. Rhondda Williams stood 
slightly outside this group. He trained at the Presbyterian college in 
Carmarthen and was at Bradford as minister of Greenfield Congregational 
church, 1888-1909. While there he became a socialist, a Darwinist, and an 
exponent of the higher criticism of scripture; these controversial views he 
expounded from the pulpit and to large audiences in St George's Hall. His 
"New Theology" and "Social Gospel" influenced both Congregationalism 
and the life of the city generally. The ODNB accounts of all these Independent 
ministers are amplified in Kenneth Wadsworth's lively history of Yorkshire 
United Independent College (1954). 

2. Scientists and Physicians 
'Appleton, Sir Edward (1892-1965), physicist 
Bidder, Marion (1862-1932), physiologist, b. Hull 
Brewer, Samuel (1669-1743?), botanist, b. Wiltshire 
Bridges, John Henry (1832-1906), medical inspector, b. Suffolk 
'Dyson, Sir Frank (1868-1939), astronomer, b. Leicestershire 
Eurich, Frederick William (1869-1945), physician, b. Germany, not on database 
'Fothergill, John (1712-80), physician, b. Bainbridge 
Hailstone, Edward (1818-90), botanist 
Hailstone, Samuel (1767-1851), botanist, b. London 
Harley, Robert (1828-1910), mathematician, b. Lancashire 
'Hartley, David (1705-57), physician and philosopher, b. Halifax 
Hillaiy, William (1697-1763), physician, b. Hawes 
Hurst, Sir Arthur Frederick (1879-1944), physician 
lllingworth, Ronald (1909-90), physician, b. Harrogate 
Lowry, Thomas (1874-1936), chemist 
Mossman, George (1770-1824), physician, birthplace not stated 
Nesbit, Anthony (1778-1859), mathematician, b. Newcastle 
Nesbit, John (1818-62), chemist 
Newsholme, Sir Arthur (1857-1943), epidemiologist, b. Haworth 
Plant, Thomas (1819-93), meteorologist 
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Poole, Trevor (1931-2001), zoologist, not on database 
Richardson, Richard (1663-1741), physician and botanist 
Scoresby, William, Jr., (1789-1857), scientist, b. North Yorkshire 
Seebohm, Henry (1832-95), ornithologist 
'Sharp, Abraham (1653-1742), mathematician 
Sharp, William (1805-96), physician, b. Leeds 
Stevenson, Sir Thomas (1838-1908), toxicologist, b. Rainton 
'Tuke, Daniel (1827-95), physician, b. York 
'Wilson, Charles (1869-1959), physicist, b. Scotland 
Wood, John (1825-91), surgeon 

Bradford's first men of science were the mathematician Abraham Sharp 
and the botanist Richard Richardson. Abraham Sharp was a relative of 
Archbishop Sharp and a son of John Sharp of Horton Hall. He was educated 
at the grammar school and apprenticed to a mercer at York, but soon 
abandoned trade for mathematics and somehow became acquainted with 
John Flamsteed, whom he helped to build an advanced telescope for 
Greenwich Observatory. In 1693 he returned to Horton Hall, but continued 
to work on mathematics, astronomy, and scientific instruments. He 
corresponded with the leading scientists of the time, helped Flamsteed with 
his Historia Celestis and published Geometry Improved (1717). According to ODNB 
his importance to Bradford was as patron of its first Presbyterian chapel. 
Ten years Sharp's junior, Richard Richardson was born at Bierley Hall where 
his family had lived for generations. He, too, was educated at the grammar 
school. He then studied medicine at Leyden, but came home to develop an 
interest in botany, travelling widely in search of rare plants. His garden at 
Bierley was noted for its rich variety, water features, and state-of-the-art 
hothouse. He was elected to the Royal Society, and corresponded with other 
eminent botanists: Sir Hans Sloane sent him a cedar of Lebanon, Johann 
Dillenius praised his work on mosses and lichens, and his protégé Samuel 
Brewer moved to Bierley and became an authority on horticulture. According 
to John James, both Sharp and Richardson were revered for their talents 
and generosity.' 

Scientists born in Bradford in the nineteenth century include the 
agricultural chemist John Nesbit, the meteorologist Thomas Plant, the 
chemist Thomas Lowry, and the physicist Sir Edward Appleton. John Nesbit 
was the son of Anthony Nesbit, who from 1814 to 1821 kept a private school 
in the town and wrote books on surveying, mensuration, arithmetic and 
education. With science a major part of its curriculum, the school moved to 
London and eventually became the Kennington Chemical and Agricultural 
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College, with john Nesbit as its Principal. He also practised as an analytical 
chemist and published books on Agricultural Chemistry and Varieties of Guano. 
His daughter Edith was the author of The Railway Children. Thomas Plant 
was born at Low Moor, son of an iron merchant. He was educated at Ushaw 
College, near Durham, and worked as a commission agent in Birmingham. 
He kept careful records of the weather, published Meteorology: Its Study 
Importantforour Good, and regularly contributed to newspapers on the subject. 
Thomas Lowry, also born at Low Moor, son of a Methodist minister, studied 
chemistry in London, became a Fellow of the Royal Society for work on 
optical rotatory dispersion, and was the first Professor of Physical 
Chemistry at Cambridge. His publications included books on Inorganic 
Chemistry and Optical Rotatory Power. He remained a Methodist and loved to 
preach in village chapels. Edward Appleton was born at Maperton Road, 
Bradford Moor, son of a warehouse clerk, and went to Barkerend School and 
Hanson High School, where the physics master J.A. Verity encouraged him 
to win a Cambridge scholarship and read natural sciences. During the first 
World War, as a captain in the Royal Engineers, he developed an interest in 
radio waves. Later, at the Cavendish Laboratory and as Professor of Physics 
at London University, he investigated the ionosphere and discovered the 
Appleton Layer, a reliable reflector of radio waves and hence important in 
long-range radio and radar. During the World War II he organised Britain's 
early work on radar and nuclear fission. He encouraged international co-
operation, was honoured in many countries, and was awarded a Nobel 
Prize. In his Reith Lectures on "Science and the Nation" in 1956 he argued 
for better understanding of the possibilities and dangers of scientific research. 
ODNB concentrates on explaining his research; some details in my summary 
are added from Hartley and Ingilby's Yorkshire Portraits.' 

Other scientists associated with Bradford include the botanist Samuel 
Hailstone, the oceanographer William Scoresby Jr., the physiologist Marion 
Bidder, the astronomer Sir Frank Dyson, and the physicist Charles Wilson. 
Samuel Hailstone, born in London, became a Bradford solicitor and an 
authority on Yorkshire flora. His son Edward, born in Bradford, made a 
large collection of books about Yorkshire. William Scoresby, like his father, 
was an Arctic whaler and navigator; his work on oceanography, geography 
and meteorology gained him a Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1824. 
Meanwhile he had entered the church, but his scientific work continued, 
and he published Magnetical Observations (1839-43) while Vicar of Bradford. 
He also tried to improve the town's elementary education, factory conditions, 
and public health. Marion Bidder was one of the first pupils at Bradford 
Girls' Grammar School; she won a school scholarship to Cambridge to read 
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natural sciences, and became an authority on the digestive process, but her 
scientific career virtually ended with her marriage. Frank Dyson attended 
the boys' Grammar School and went to Cambridge to read mathematics. He 
became Astronomer Royal in 1910 and made observations supporting 
Einstein's theory of the refraction of light by gravity. ODNB does not tell us 
that, though born in Derbyshire, he "regarded himself as a Yorkshireman" 
and took great pride in his old school.' Charles Wilson taught at the Grammar 
School from about 1891 to 1894; he went on to win a Nobel Prize for "the 
Wilson cloud chamber", a device widely used in the study of x-rays, 
radioactivity, and nuclear phenomena generally. 

The story of medicine in Bradford seems to begin with Benjamin Bartlet 
(1678-1759), an apothecary, bookseller and Quaker minister; his house was 
at the bottom of Westgate. Among his apprentices were his son Benjamin, 
William Hillary, and John Fothergill. Hillary and Fothergill, both from 
Quaker families in Wensleydale, became leading physicians of the eighteenth 
century. Hillary went to Barbados, and wrote a pioneering book on tropical 
diseases. Fothergill practised in London, did valuable work on the treatment 
of scarlet fever and diphtheria, and became a Fellow of the Royal Society. At 
Upton in Essex he maintained one of the finest botanical gardens in Europe; 
he assisted Benjamin Franklin's attempt to avert the American War of 
Independence; and he was a principal founder of the Quaker school at 
Ackworth. His sister Ann kept house for him, provided Yorkshire dishes for 
his table, and remarked on his calmness despite "the perpetual clamour of 
people wanting him".' 

In the next century three distinguished medical men were associated 
with Bradford Infirmary. William Sharp, though born in Leeds, was related 
to the Bradford Sharps, married a daughter of Samuel Hailstone, and became 
a surgeon at the infirmary in 1829; he encouraged the teaching of science in 
schools and revived the Bradford Philosophical Society with the aim of 
establishing a museum. John Wood, son of a Bradford woolstapler, began 
his medical training at the Infirmary, continued his studies in London, and 
soon became a leading surgeon of the time. His skill was based on a thorough 
knowledge of anatomy and a readiness to learn about pathology from his 
colleague Samuel Lister. He never lost his Yorkshire accent and the abrupt 
manner that often goes with it. John Bridges, born in Suffolk, educated at 
Rugby and Oxford, became a follower of Auguste Comte the Positivist. He 
took Comte's advice, studied medicine, and was appointed physician at 
Bradford Infirmary in 1861; he became concerned about sanitation and the 
poor health of working people, and was appointed factory inspector for 
north Yorkshire in 1869. 
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Three men whose careers began in Bradford were knighted for services 
to medicine. Sir Thomas Stevenson was a pupil of a Dr Steel in Bradford in 
1857-9 before entering the medical school of Guy's Hospital; he became a 
toxicologist and hence well known as an expert witness in poisoning cases. 
Sir Arthur Newsholme also had a medical apprenticeship in the city; he 
was Medical Officer of Health for Brighton, and wrote influential books on 
the prevention of disease. Sir Arthur Frederick Hurst was bom at 3 Oak 
Mount, Manningham, the son of William Hertz the wool merchant and 
Fanny Hertz the educationist; he attended the Grammar School. His main 
achievement in medicine was making gastroenterology a specialism. Finally 
mention must be made of Ronald Illingworth, who came from Harrogate, 
but was educated at the Grammar School and won a scholarship to read 
medicine at Leeds. He became Professor of Child Health at Sheffield, and 
wrote books on children's diseases and development. 

Possible additions to ODNB would be Frederick Eurich and Trevor Poole. 
Frederick Eurich, the son of a wool merchant, attended Bradford Grammar 
School and studied medicine at Edinburgh. He was in general practice in 
Bradford and as a member of the city's Anthrax Investigation Board 
discovered methods of protecting workers from that deadly disease; he was 
to the wool trade what Sir Humphrey Davey had been to the mining industry' 
Trevor Poole was educated at Woodhouse Grove, gained a doctorate from 
the University of Wales at Bangor, and became a zoology lecturer at 
Aberystwyth. In 1983 he joined the Universities' Federation for Animal 
Welfare, and began to argue that animals kept in poor conditions might 
become abnormal and so invalidate experiments. His work helped to change 
attitudes to laboratory animals throughout the world." 

3. Industrialists and Businessmen 
Behrens, Sir Jacob (1806-89), wool merchant, b. Germany 
Binnie, Sir Alexander (1839-1917), civil engineer, b. London 
Binnie, William (1867-1949), civil engineer, b. Northern Ireland 
Chivers, John (1857-1929), jam manufacturer, b. Cambridgeshire 
Douglas, George (1859-1947), wool and worsted dyer 
Fairburn, Charles Edward (1887-1945), railway engineer 
Fattorini, Joseph (1912-95), businessman, not on database 
Foster, William (1821-84), worsted manufacturer 
Fox, Samson (1838-1903), engineer 
Goldsbrough, Richard (1821-86), wool merchant, b. Shipley 
Heaton, Sir Frederick (1880-1949), transport manager 
Holden, Sir Issac (1807-97), engineer and businessman, b. Scotland 
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Hustler, John (1715-90), wool stapler and canal promoter 
lllingworth, Alfred (1827-1907), worsted spinner 
Jowett, Benjamin (1877-1963), car manufacturer, not on database 
Kagan, Joseph (1915-95), textile manufacturer, b. Lithuania 
Lister, Samuel Cunliffe (1815-1906), engineer and textile manufacturer, b. 

Calverley 
McEvoy, Harry (1902-84), food manufacturer 
Mensforth, Sir 1-lolberry (1871-1951), engineer 
Mitchell, Sir Henry (1824-98), textile merchant 
Mitchell, Joseph (1859-1936), banker, b. Greet] and 
Priestman, John (1805-66), worsted manufacturer, b. Pickering 
Raper, George (1909-73), engineer 
Salt, Sir Titus (1803-76), worsted manufacturer, b. Morley 
Silver, Jonathan (1949-97), businessman 
Tetley, Henry Greenwood (1851-1921), industrialist 
Thompson, Sir Matthew (1820-91), railway administrator 
Wood, John (1793-1871), worsted manufacturer 

Most of Bradford's leading industrialists and businessmen, especially its 
woolmen, have come from the town or its hinterland. First among the 
woolmen came John Hustler, born at Apple Tree Farm, Low Fold, Bolton, 
and educated at a Quaker school in Goodmansend. His father was already 
in the wool business, and he developed it, but he is remembered for schemes 
to develop Bradford as a commercial centre, especially by linking it to the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal, of which he was a principal promoter. 

Some of the nineteenth-century woolmen are remembered as much for 
philanthropy as enterprise. John Wood, the son of a manufacturer, went 
into business as a spinner, experimenting with Australian wool. As a 
Christian and humanitarian he sought to improve the lot of women workers 
and children, reducing their hours and starting a factory school. He won the 
support of Richard Oastler (see section 4 below) but disliked Oastler's 
methods and was disappointed with their results; he left Bradford in 1835/ 
6 and sold his share in the firm of Wood and Walker to Walker in1854, but 
continued to take an interest in both Bradford matters and the continuing 
progress of the Factory Acts. John Priestman, a Quaker, probably educated 
at Ackworth School, went into business with his brother-in-law at the Old 
Corn Mill in Bradford in 1824 and represented the town at meetings of the 
Anti-Corn Law League. He began worsted manufacturing in 1838 and 
followed Wood's example in the humane treatment of women and children. 
He founded the Friends' Provident Association, campaigned for temperance, 
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and denounced the Crimean War. Over a thousand workers attended his 
funeral. Titus Salt was born at Morley and received "plain Commercial 
education" at local schools. He worked at first for his father, who in 1822 
started a wool-stapling business in Bradford, but Titus soon became a cloth 
manufacturer, showing great ingenuity in using difficult and inexpensive 
types of wool such as Donskoi, Mohair and Alpacca; his new fabrics won a 
prize at the Great Exhibition of 1851. He then built a great mill for all his 
manufacturing processes, and a model factory village in the Aire valley and 
named it Saltaire. So he made more money than Wood or Priestman, and 
looked after his workers even better than they did; thousands gathered at 
Saltaire for his funeral in the Congregational church. ODNB is rather sceptical 
about his motives, but the village and its institutions remain as monuments 
not only to his wealth and power, but also to his humanity and vision. Later 
in the century Sir Henry Mitchell was knighted for services to education. 
Under his management the Bradford branch of the woolstaplers A. and S. 
Henry became the centre of their business, and as chairman of the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce he argued for trade to be fair, not necessarily free. He 
donated over £100,000 to charities, and was a founder of Bradford Technical 
College. 

The lives of the woolmen more often emphasise innovation, efficiency 
and competition. Sir Jacob Behrens, who traded in cloth with Germany, 
India and China, had his own finishing process and advocated free trade. 
Bradford recalls him as a founder of its Chamber of Commerce and its Eye 
and Ear hospital, but he was knighted for helping British governments with 
commercial treaties. Samuel Lister inherited a successful manufacturing 
firm,and devoted himself to securing patents on his own and other people's 
inventions, so that for years he dominated the woolcombing business. Some 
of his inventions and legal battles almost brought financial ruin, but he 
made a second fortune with a new process for making velvet, and built the 
enormous Manningham Mills. He is described as "a hard man of business"; 
without too much loss to himself he sold his Manningham estate to the city 
and supported the building of Cartwright Hall. In 1891 he became Baron 
Masham, and retired to his country estates. Isaac Holden also had expertise 
in engineering; he perhaps invented and certainly perfected the Square 
Motion Comb, over which he was involved in legal wrangles with Lister. He 
was more agreeably involved with the worsted spinner and politician 
Alfred Illingworth, who married his daughter, and whose firm profited 
from Holden's technical expertise. lllingworth became a Member of 
Parliament, arguing for free competition, opposing W.E. Forster's Education 
Act, and believing that working men did not need trade unions. His 
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intransigence encouraged the formation in Bradford of the Independent 
Labour Party, and annoyed fellow Liberals; he left politics an embittered 
man. William Foster, with his father, opened the Black Dyke Mills at 
Queensbury, at the time one of the largest textile mills in the country, later 
famous for its brass band. He made a fortune and held public offices in 
Bradford, but like Lord Masham, bought his way into the landed gentry. 
George Douglas formed the Bradford Dyers' Association and was its general 
manager from 1909 to 1946; if this is correct, he must have retired at eighty-
seven. Certainly he made the local dyeing industry internationally 
competitive; his plans to do the same for the whole textile industry were 
imaginative but doomed. He shunned personal publicity and little is known 
of his private life or charitable work. 

Two twentieth century businessmen who are not in ODNB, but perhaps 
should be, are Benjamin Jowett and Joseph Fattorini. Benjamin Jowett was 
born in Girlington, son of a blacksmith. At first he worked for his ill-tempered 
father but in 1901 he and his younger brother William started a motor 
business; in 1920 they moved to bigger premises in Idle, making family 
saloons and commercial vehicles. The firm had its greatest success after the 
second World War with the Jowett Javelin (an advanced but inexpensive 
saloon), thejupiter (the sports version), and the Bradford van. These vehicles 
were much loved but sadly went out of production in 1954 when the firm 
was sold to International Harvesters, who made tractors. 11 The firm of 
Fattorini was founded in 1831 by Joseph Fattorini's grandfather, with a 
stall in Leeds market. When Joseph joined it, the firm was selling clocks and 
jewellery (it had made the FA Cup which Bradford City won in 1911) and 
had a mail order side, which Joseph developed under the name Empire 
stores, until it became very big business. He lived in Bradford, where he was 
a Justice of the Peace, and retired to Ilkley. He served on the Leeds Area 
Health Authority, was never seen without a pipe, and boasted that over 
some eighty years he had smoked one and a half tons of tobacco. 12 
Surprisingly, but appropriately, Jonathan Silver is in the dictionary. He 
was born at 217 Horton Lane, son of a draper, and was educated at Bradford 
Grammar School and Leeds University, where he took a degree in textile 
management and art history. He went into business with his father and 
was highly successful, but achieved fame through his purchase of Salt's 
Mill, then closed and threatened with demolition. He developed it as a great 
centre for business and art, with a permanent exhibition of work by his 
friend David Hockney. In 2001, partly through Silver's efforts, Saltaire became 
a World Heritage site. 
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4. Politicians and Trade Unionists 
Bailey, Sir John (Jack) (1898-1969), politician, b. Glamorgan 
Balme, Matthew (1813-84), politician 
Baynes, John (1758-87), lawyer and politician, b. Middieham 
Baxter, née Young, Kathleen (1901-88), advocate of women's rights 
Bramley, Fred (1874-1925), trade unionist, b. Wharfedale 
*Castle, Barbara (1910-2002), politician, on database 
'Clay, Sir Henry (1883-1954), economic adviser 
Cryer, Robert (1934-94), politician, not on database 
Daniel, William (1806-91), law reformer, b. Derbyshire 
Feather, Victor (1908-76), trade unionist 
Ferrand, William Busfeild (1809-89), politician, b. Cottingley 
Forster, William Edward (1818-86), politician, b. Dorset 
Hardy, Gathorne (1814-1906), politician 
Jowett, Frederick William (1864-1944), politician 
McLaren, Eva (1852/3-1921), social reformer, b. Chile 
McLaren, Walter (1853-1912), politician, b. Scotland 
Oastler, Richard (1789-1861), political campaigner, b. Leeds 
Reymard, Helene (1875-1947), economist, b. Austria 
Shepherd, George Robert (1881-1954), politician, b. Lincolnshire 
Stewart, Mary (1903-84), politician 
Tewson, Sir Vincent (1898-1981), trade unionist 
Varley, Julia (1871-1952), trade unionist 
Watson, Sir Duncan (1915-99), diplomat, not on database 

Nineteenth-century Bradford was a centre of radicalism. Richard Oastler, 
Matthew Balme, William Busfeild Ferrand, W.E.Forster and Gathorne Hardy 
were prominent political figures. Richard Oastler, a Leeds man, was already 
known as a campaigner against slavery when in 1830John Wood (see section 
3 above) met him in Bradford and persuaded him that women and children 
were enslaved in Yorkshire mills. Their struggle for the Factory Acts resulted 
in some alleviation of conditions, though by modern standards they 
remained very bad. Lord Shaftesbury, who steered the Acts through 
parliament, visited Bradford in 1869 to unveil the well-known statue of 
Oastler and the factory children. Matthew Balme, a farmer's son from Tong 
who became a local government officer, was important as a link between 
the middle and working-class advocates of reform. William Busfeild Ferrand, 
a Bingley squire and the Member of Parliament for Knaresborough, made 
powerful speeches for the acts and for improvements to administration of 
the Poor Law; he joined the radical Tory 'Young England' group, who agreed 
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with Disraeli that the country had become "two nations: the rich, and the 
poor"." W.E.Forster was born in Dorset, son of a Quaker minister, but in 
1841 he became a partner in the flourishing Bradford textile concern of 
William Fison. His thinking was much influenced by Carlyle, Robert Owen, 
and other radicals, and in 1861 he was elected Liberal M.P. for Bradford. In 
1870, as a member of Gladstone's government, he masterminded the 'Forster 
Act', which established a system of publicly-funded elementary education. 
Although a southerner, he often played the part of the plain-spoken 
Yorkshireman, and his ungainly appearance earned him the nickname of 
'The Gorilla'. Unusually for a radical, as ODNB observes, he left both his 
monument in Forster Square and "a living memorial in the system of 
elementary education", Gathome Hardy, born at the Manor House, Kirkgate, 
was the son of John Hardy, owner of Low Moor Ironworks and a Bradford 
M.P. The younger Hardy failed to win his father's old seat, but was elected 
Conservative M.P. for Leominster. He could not be called a radical, but his 
early experiences disposed him towards social reform; he was a loyal 
supporter of Disraeli, and followed him into the House of Lords as Viscount 
Cranbrook. 

By the end of the century, socialism looked like the answer to the problems 
raised by the radicals; among its early leaders were F.W.Jowett and Julia 
Varley. Fred Jowett was born near the city centre, in Clayton Street; he was 
the son of a mill worker, became one himself at the age of eight, and an 
overlooker at nineteen. However, he married the daughter of a wool waste 
dealer, and went into business with her father. Meanwhile he had continued 
his education at the Mechanics' Institute and the Technical College, and 
become a socialist. He was a founder of the Independent Labour Party and 
the first Labour member of Bradford City Council; he argued for municipal 
socialism in his book, The Socialist and the City (1907). After his election to 
Parliament for Bradford West in 1906, Westminster became the focus of his 
work, but he remained involved in Bradford's problems while arguing for 
parliamentary reform, 'the living wage', 'socialism in our time and pacifism. 
At his memorial service in Horton Lane Congregational Chapel, the ILP 
leader James Maxton called him "one of the giants of the Labour movement". 
Julia Varley also came from a working-class family and went into the mill at 
an early age. At fifteen she was made secretary of the Weavers' and Textile 
Workers' Union, which she later represented on Bradford Trades Council. 
Bradford Corporation appointed her to investigate employment conditions 
and organise school meals. In 1909 the centre of her activity shifted to 
Birmingham, as Edward Cadbury invited her there to organise his women 
workers. She sought to promote women within the trade unions, achieved 
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a high position with the Transport and General Workers' Union, and with it 
a prominent place in public life. 

In the next generation came Victor Feather and Barbara Castle, whose 
careers illustrate the difficulty of taking socialism further. Vic Feather was 
born in Malvern Street, Leeds Road, now demolished, and was the son of a 
craftsman and disciple of William Morris. His education began at Hanson 
School, but on his father's death he went to work for Bradford Co-operative 
Society and joined the ILP. Eventually he threw his energies into trade 
unionism and took a post with the Trades Union Council in London; he 
acquired wide knowledge of labour relations at home and abroad which he 
expounded in The Essence of Trades Unionism (1963). In 1969 he became General 
Secretary of the TUC and used his power to reject proposals for union reform 
put forward by the Wilson and Heath governments. His warmth of manner 
and simplicity of life won him many friends, but it is doubtful if his 
stubbornness was helpful to Labour. It certainly brought him into conflict 
with Barbara Castle, whose career is vividly described by Anthony Howard 
on the ODNB database. She was born in Chesterfield, daughter of a tax 
inspector who was later posted to Bradford. She derived her socialism from 
her father, who also paid for her education at Bradford Girls' Grammar 
School and Oxford University. She married Ted Castle, assistant editor of 
The Daily Mirror, and in 1945 became Labour MP for Blackburn and the 
youngest woman in parliament. She gradually associated with the 
'Bevanites', socialist critics of the Labour leadership. In Harold Wilson's 
first government she was Minister for Transport, and introduced the 
'breathalyser' as a means of reducing drunken driving. Wilson promoted 
her Minister of Employment and encouraged her to produce the White Paper, 
In Place of Strife, and laws to control industrial disputes. Her ideas were well 
founded, but she and Wilson could convince neither the TUC nor their own 
party; their effectiveness as politicians abruptly ended, though Barbara 
Castle battled on for thirty years. Anthony Howard says she "blazed a 
trail" for Margaret Thatcher; I believe the failure of Labour's industrial 
legislation led to much misery, and hence to the success of Mrs Thatcher's 
measures against the trade unions. 
I would add Bob Cryer to the database. Robert Cryer was born in 

Shepherd Street, Great Horton, into a middle-class family. They moved to 
Saltaire, and Bob was educated at Albert Road, the Salt High School, and 
Hull University. He became a lecturer at Keighley Technical College, and in 
1974 Labour MP for the borough; he lost the seat in 1983 owing to boundary 
changes, but was elected as MP for Bradford South in 1987. He was a junior 
member of the Callaghan government, but resigned on its refusal to maintain 
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funds for a Merseyside workers' co-operative. Between 1984 and 1989 he 
was MEP for Sheffield, Chesterfield and NE Derbyshire. A socialist and man 
of principle, he favoured public ownership and never forgot the interests of 
ordinary workers; he also opposed nuclear armaments and the European 
Union. Outside politics his interests were his family, film, vintage cars, the 
Worth Valley Railway, and cricket; he was "a Yorkshireman through and 
through", according to The Times. He died prematurely in a road accident; St 
George's Hall was packed for a memorial meeting. His wife Ann carries on 
his parliamentary work. 14 

5. Social Reformers and Educationists 
Baldwyn, Edward (1754-1817), schoolmaster, b. Shropshire 
Denby, Elizabeth (1894-1965), social reformer 
Hertz, Fanny (1830-1908), educationist, b. Germany 
Higgs, Mary Ann (1854-1937), social reformer, b. Wiltshire 
Keeling, Dorothy (1881-1967), social reformer 
Keeling, William (1840-1916), headmaster, b. Manchester 
MacMillan, Margaret (1860-1931), educationist, b. United States 
Mason, Charlotte (1842-1923), educationist, b. Bangor 
Porter, Mary Elizabeth (1836/7-1905), educationist, b. Middlesex 
Rooper, Thomas (1847-1903), educationist, b. Huntingdonshire 
Waugh, Benjamin (1839-1908), social reformer, b. Settle 

Now for fields dominated by women. Fanny Hertz left Hanover for Bradford 
when she married her cousin William, a yam merchant. She then came 
under the influence of John Bridges (see section 2) and was involved in 
women's education: she promoted the Bradford Female Educational Institute 
and the Girls' Grammar School. Her ideas were progressive: women should 
learn not only reading, writing, arithmetic and needlework, but also science, 
physiology, geography, history, poetry, choral singing and drawing; 
education was to be both useful and stimulating. Mary Eliza Porter had 
been headmistress of several girls' schools before becoming the first head of 
Bradford Girls' Grammar in 1875. ODNB does not say much about her five 
years there; she campaigned for better buildings and funding, and 
"introduced Swedish drill, a remarkable innovation". Meanwhile Joseph 
Behrens, Vincent Ryan and others sought to reform the ancient boys' 
grammar school, and brought in William Keeling, who was head from 
1871 to his death in 1916. Under him the boys won hundreds of Classical 
scholarships to Oxbridge, while the study of science and modem languages 
was much improved. He was affectionately known as'Old Rusty' on account 
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of his thin covering of reddish hair. He was granted the freedom of Bradford 
for his services to education. Dorothy Keeling, the seventh of his nine 
p children, was educated at the Girls' Grammar, and in 1907 joined the 
Bradford Guild of Health which sent volunteers to help poor and distressed 
families to pull themselves together. She later joined a similar organisation 
in Liverpool, worked for the National Council of Social Service, and organised 
the Citizens' Advice Bureaux. 

The most famous of Bradford's educationists and social workers was 
Margaret MacMillan. She and her sister Rachel were born in America, 
educated in Scotland, and worked in London, deeply involved in what ODNB 
unsympathetically calls "heterodox metropolitan leftism". In 1893 F.W. 
Jowett invited them to join the Independent Labour Party in Bradford, and 
Margaret immediately realised she must fight what she called "the battle of 
the slum child". She was helped by the city's medical officer Dr James Kerr 
and its schools inspector Thomas Rooper, who was especially concerned 
with elementary education. She and Kerr insisted on higher standards in 
hygiene and nutrition: swimming baths, school meals, and nurseries were 
priorities. Meanwhile in public halls and on soapboxes Margaret argued for 
Christian socialism. Her sister, whose health was poor, returned to London 
in 1895 and Margaret joined her there in 1902; together they founded the 
Deptford Camp School, and Margaret founded the Rachel MacMillan Training 
College in her sister's memory. In fact, as the two ODNB articles make clear, 
Margaret was the driving force. She spent only nine years in Bradford, but 
it remained "the city of my heart", and she inspired it with the idea that 
ordinary children should be healthy, educated, and beautiful." 

6. Scholars 
Barraclough, Geoffrey (1908-84), historian 
Bartlet, Benjamin (1714-87), antiquarian 
Bullock, Sir Alan (1914-2004), historian, not on database 
Dawson, Abraham (1713?-89), biblical scholar 
Gibbins, Henry (1865-1907), historian, b. South Africa 
Gott, William (1866-1922), freethinker, b. Cowling 
Hammond, John Lawrence (1872-1949), historian, b. Drighlington 
Hart, Herbert L.A. (1907-92), philosopher, b. Harrogate 
Heaton, Eric (1920-96), biblical scholar 
Hunt, Norman (1920-87), historian 
James, John (1811-67), antiquary, b. Wensleydale 
Lienhardt, Godfrey (1921-93), anthropologist 
Jenkins, Daniel (1914-2002), theologian, b. Glamorgan, on database 
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Raistrick, Arthur (1896-1991), archaeologist, b. Saltaire 
'Seebohm, Frederic (1833-1912), theologian 
Smith, George Vance (1816?-1902), Unitarian scholar, b. Ireland 
Ward, Ida (1880-1949), language scholar 
*Wheeler, Sir Mortimer (1890-1976), archaeologist, b. Scotland 
Wright, Joseph (1855-1930), dialectologist 

Scholarship, once the pursuit of the gentlemanly amateur, has become the 
industry of the academic professional. Aspects of the transition may be 
observed in the careers of some distinguished scholars associated with 
Bradford: Frederic Seebohm the banker and historian, Joseph Wright the 
dialectologist, J.L.Hammond the journalist and historian, Arthur Raistrick 
the industrial archaeologist, and H.L.A.Hart the philosopher. 

Frederic Seebohm was born at Hillside House, Bradford, and was the 
younger son of Benjamin Seebohm, a wool merchant and Quaker minister; 
his elder brother Henry became a steel manufacturer and ornithologist, 
while Frederic became a highly successful banker and student of religious 
and social history. In his first book, The Oxford Reformers (1867), he argued 
that the humanists Colet, Erasmus and More advocated reforms that might 
have averted the English Reformation. In later and more important books, 
The English Village Community and The Tribal System in Wales, he showed that 
agrarian organisation supported social structures, and that these structures 
differed in Saxon and Celtic parts of the British Isles. He was self-disciplined 
and hence self-assured, yet modest and cheerful. The same might be said of 
Joseph Wright, but he had a fearful struggle for academic eminence. He was 
born at Park Hill, Thackley, the son of a handloom weaver whose 
drunkenness and early death landed his family in the workhouse. As a 
small boy Joseph worked as a doffer at Salt's mill; he became a skilled wool-
sorter and was able to support his mother and younger brothers. At fifteen, 
helped by workmates, the Bible, and Pilgrim's Progress, he taught himself to 
read and write; he then attended night schools, Bradford Mechanics' Institute, 
and the College of Science in Leeds. He in turn taught his workmates and 
made enough money to study philology at Heidelburg; in 1888 he became a 
lecturer for the Women's Education Association in Oxford, and soon 
afterwards published The Dialect of Windhill. He showed his mother All Souls 
College, which she thought would "mak a grand Co-op". Professor Walter 
Skeat offered him the honorary editorship of the English Dialect Dictionary, 
and Wright founded the Yorkshire Dialect Society to assist him in research, 
though he had to publish this great work largely at his own expense. 
Meanwhile he had succeeded Skeat as Professor of Comparative Philology 
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and played an important part in the foundation of new schools of English 
and Modem Languages at Oxford. In debates about teaching and research 
he took the side of research, and expressed himself plainly about colleagues 
who never did any; he spoke a modified Windhill dialect all his life. A beard 
and steel-rimmed spectacles gave him an alarmingly Germanic image, but 
his humour and sociability gained him many friends. The ODNB article by 
Arnold Kellett is an excellent summary of his life and character.'6 

The contrast between Seebohm and Wright appears again, in a modified 
form, in that between Hammond and Raistrick. J.L. Hammond, the son of a 
clergyman, was educated at Bradford Grammar School and Oxford 
University. His father encouraged him to read Gladstone, Mazzini, and F.D. 
Maurice, so he was considered "a fiery radical" at the school. He became a 
political journalist in the cause of Liberalism. Later, he and his wife Barbara 
took up themes from Seebohm and wrote influential books on social history: 
The Village Labourer (1911), The Town Labourer (1917) and The Skilled Labourer 
(1919). Finally Hammond wrote Gladstone and the Irish Nation, a heroic attempt 
at vindicating the Grand Old Man's Irish policy. Arthur Raistrick was born 
in Saltaire, where his mother laboured in the mill; his father was an engineer 
and a founder of the ILP. He was educated at Drummond Road (which ODNB 
mistakenly locates in Shipley) and Bradford Grammar, and studied Civil 
Engineering at Leeds University, supporting himself by teaching evening 
classes. In 1929 he became a Lecturer in Geology at Newcastle University, 
which enabled him to be a pioneer in the new, indeed nameless, field of 
industrial archaeology. He wrote many books and papers, popular and 
specialised, on life and work in the Yorkshire Dales, deriving much of his 
knowledge from tramping about them on foot. He supported organisations 
devoted to opening the countryside to the public, but ruefully remarked 
that in an average week in the summer term up to 600 or 700 schoolchildren 
might be brought to Malham, and the strain on the biological reserves of 
flora and fauna was near breaking-point. 17 He was also a Quaker: imprisoned 
for pacifism during the first World War and reluctantly sacked by Newcastle 
during the second. He believed that, as he said in an address to the Holiday 
Fellowship, exploration of the countryside on foot was the key to physical 
health and spiritual insight. 

If the career of H.L.A.Hart was academic in a narrower sense than 
those of the others discussed here, that is not necessarily a bad thing, but it 
is a sign of the times. He was born at Harrogate, son of a master tailor and 
orthodox Jew; reduced family fortunes led to him being withdrawn from 
public school and sent to Bradford Grammar. Here he was especially 
stimulated by the teaching of the Classics master H.L.Goddard, from whom 
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he derived his interest in language and his taste for generalisation. He won 
a scholarship to Oxford and became a banister. During the 1939-45 War he 
worked for M15; afterwards he became an Oxford philosopher and from 
1952 Professor of Jurisprudence. In political philosophy he was a liberal, 
questioning the state's tendency to force individuals to conform to majority 
views; in The Concept of Law (1961) he carefully distinguished law from 
coercion and morality. This book sold 150,000 copies, was translated into a 
dozen languages, and hence, according to his ODNB biographer, "revitalised 
the positivist position"; his views provoked replies from other lawyers and 
philosophers, and made jurisprudence both more debatable and more 
important. Later he took on more administrative roles, notably as Principal 
of Brasenose College. His Yorkshire origin showed, I think, in awareness 
that intellectual muddle and political oppression foster each other. 

7. Writers 
'Braine, John (1922-86), novelist 
Brontë, Anne (1820-49), novelist 
Brontë, Charlotte (1816-55), novelist 
'Brontë, Emily (1818-48), poet and novelist 
Crowther, James (1899-1983), journalist, b. Halifax, on database 
Dunbar, Andrea (1961-90), dramatist 
Hyne, Cutcliffe (1865-1944), novelist, b. Gloucestershire 
Kortright, Frances (1821-1900), author, b. London, on database 
Lister, Joseph (1627-1709), autobiographer 
Munro, Ian (1923-97), journalist 
Nicholson, John (1790-1843), poet, b. Wharfedale 
Onions, Oliver (1872-1961), novelist 
Priestley, John Boynton (1894-1984), man of letters 
Riley, William (1866-1961), novelist, not on database 
Shaw, Frederick John (1863-1939), author, b. Newcastle 
Spring, Howard (1889-1965), novelist, b. Wales 
Wharton, Michael (1913-2006), journalist, not on database 
Whitaker, Malachai (1895-1976), short story writer 
Wolfe, Humbert (1885-1959), poet, b. Italy 

An early Bradford writer was Joseph Lister, born in 1627 in a Puritan family. 
He might have entered the clothing trade, but from his wife's uncle he 
inherited the farm at Bailey Fold, Allerton. He joined the Independent chapel 
at Kipping and wrote an Autobiography, edited for publication by Abraham 
Holroyd in 1860. Like other Puritan autobiographies it emphasises the role 
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of Providence in its author's life, but it also offers a vivid description of the 
siege of Bradford in the Civil War, published separately in 1810. This extract 
was a source for John Nicholson's drama The Siege of Bradford, performed in 
1820. Its success, and that of the historical-topographical poem Airedale in 
Ancient Times, encouraged Nicholson to believe he could make a living as a 
poet. I have been unable to confirm an old assertion that Nicholson and 
Branwell Brontë moved in the same literary circle, but ODNB says Branwell 
met "poets such as William Dearden, John Nicholson and Thomas Crossley". 
The Halifax poet Crossley admired Nicholson's improvisations; if Branwell 
knew Nicholson, it seems he was neither impressed by his talent for 
impromptu verse nor horrified by his addiction to the demon drink." 

The Brontë biographies are by acknowledged experts and give excellent 
summaries of the present state of knowledge and speculation. Their father, 
the Revd Patrick Brontë, was an evangelical Irishman who held several 
curacies in the Bradford area; it was while he was at Thornton, at 74 Market 
Street, that Charlotte, Branwell, Emily and Anne were born. In 1820 he 
became vicar of Haworth, but soon the life of his family was marred by the 
deaths of his wife and two older daughters. The surviving four took refuge 
in literature and art. As a painter, Branwell had some talent but little success; 
alcohol and opium ruined his health. From 1846 to 1853 the three sisters 
published a remarkable body of poems and novels; the best of these are now 
acknowledged as major contributions to English literature. The careers of 
Emily and Anne were cut short by consumption and sudden death; Charlotte 
went on, and married her father's curate, but died of an illness probably 
associated with pregnancy. Margaret Smith tells us that Anne Brontë's novels, 
Agnes Grey and The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, met unfavourable criticism but 
sold fairly well; modem critics see them as radical expressions of feminist 
values. Christine Alexander emphasises that Charlotte Brontës novels are 
praised, not only for their feminism, but also for their "serious engagement 
with the political, religious, social and artistic controversies of the time". 
Critics admire Villette for "sophisticated narration and ambiguity", but most 
readers prefer Jane Eyre, of which there have been various film versions. 
Juliet Barker sees Wuthering Heights as "very much a continuation of Gondal" 
- Emily's lost juvenile fantasy - and "emphatically a Yorkshire novel"; an 
odd mixture, it seems to me. Again critics admire the sophisticated narrative, 
but most readers are thrilled by the metaphysical and doomed love-affair 
of Heathcliff and Catherine, which ensures the novel's popularity and inspires 
film versions. 

Bradford writers of the early twentieth century are Oliver Onions, 
Humbert Wolfe, Howard Spring, Malachi Whitaker and of course J.B. 
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Priestley. Oliver Onions was born at 37 Ripon Street, Bradford Moor; ODNB 
scarcely mentions his education - in fact he studied art in London. His earliest 
books were short stories of Yorkshire life, Tales from a Far Riding (1902) and an 
autobiographical novel, The Odd Job Man (1903). Thereafter he followed 
literary fashions and became more popular; "his work most likely to last is 
his Collected Ghost Stories (1935)". Humbert Wolfe was born in Milan, but his 
father became a partner in a Bradford wool firm, so he was educated at the 
Grammar School and Oxford University. He enjoyed a successful career in 
the civil service, and an ultimately unsuccessful one as a poet. Howard 
Spring was a journalist who from 1912 to 1915 was on the staff of The 
Yorkshire Observer; later he wrote novels, of which the best known was Fame is 
the Spur (1940), in effect a grim commentary on the political career of Ramsay 
Macdonald. Malachi Whitaker was been Marjorie Taylor at 9 Clara Road, 
Bolton Woods, daughter of a bookbinder; she married the cloth merchant 
Leonard Whitaker, and as a writer adopted the name Malachi. She published 
four books of short stories, some with Yorkshire settings, and a quirky 
autobiography And So Did 1(1939). ODNB told me less than I would have 
liked; from The Times obituary I gathered she was educated at Belle Vue 
School, where she would be a contemporary of J.B.Priestley. 
A remarkable feature of the ODNB treatment of J.B.Priestley is that there 

is no portrait - there are portraits of Howard Spring and John Braine, surely 
lesser writers. But Priestley was rarely portrayed without his pipe, and his 
ODNB biographer Judith Cook rightly argues that he was not merely "the 
bluff, pipe-smoking archetypal Yorkshireman" but also a thoughtful man 
deeply affected by his experiences in the first World War, in which he fought 
in the trenches. And he suffered from "the metropolitan literary attitude 
towards writers from the provinces", particularly successful ones. His best 
efforts include the novel Bright Day, the social commentary English Journey, 
the play An Inspector Calls, and the critical study Literature and Western Man. To 
my mind the best of the novels is Bright Day, which is inspired by memories 
of Bradford before 1914, when the city was thriving on commercial success, 
social progress, and high culture. 

John Braine and Andrea Dunbar are Bradford's recent successful writers. 
John Braine lived in Thackley, was brought up as a Roman Catholic, sent to 
Bede Grammar School, became a librarian, and seemed always a worried 
man. His first novel, Room at the Top, and its sequel Life at the Top, were his best 
books, conveying something of Bradford life in the nineteen-fifties. His ODNB 
biographer Kingsley Amis is severely critical of the rest, but concludes that 
he "showed an endearing pleasure in his prosperity, and no resentment 
when his star began to fade". Andrea Dunbar was another whose star burned 
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brightly for a time; it faded even more alarmingly. She was born at 23 Oliver 
Street, East Bowling, one of eight children of a father given to drink and 
abusive behaviour. She was educated at Buttershaw High School, and 
became a mill worker, battered wife, and heavy drinker. She also wrote 
three plays, realistic, witty and dispassionate accounts of working-class 
life, all successfully performed in London at the Royal Court. The film version 
of Rita, Sue and Bob Too seemed bad for Bradford's public image, but after her 
sudden death facilities for creative writers were established at Bradford 
Central Library as a memorial. 

Two writers who might reasonably be added to ODNB are William Riley 
and Michael Wharton. William ('Willie') Riley was born in Wellington 
Terrace, Laisterdyke, and educated at Bradford Grammar School. He worked 
with his father as a stuff merchant, and later managed a business making 
lantern slides. He wrote the novel Windyridge to amuse his family and friends, 
who urged him to seek publication; it did so well that he became a novelist, 
writer, and lecturer, chiefly on Yorkshire subjects, generally showing the 
superiority of good to evil. All his life he was a Methodist preacher.19 Michael 
Wharton was an entirely different character and writer. He was born Michael 
Nathan, son of a German Jew who had prospered in the wool business, and 
was educated at Bradford Grammar and Oxford University. He changed 
his name to Wharton, but was famous as 'Peter Simple', writing a Daily 
Telegraph column under that name for some forty years. A self-styled Tory 
anarchist, he wrote brilliant satirical fantasies on such worshippers at the 
altar of progress as the Bishop of Stretchford, Dr Spacely-Trellis, the left-
wing intellectuals the Dutt-Paukers, and the social scientist Dr Heinz Kiosk. 
Some of his ideas were so absurd as to be wholly convincing.20 

8. Artists. Architects, Musicians 
Bentley, Joseph Clayton (1809-51), artist 
Brontë, Branwell (1817-48), artist 
Coates, John (1865-1941), musician, not on database 
Cousen, John (1804-80), engraver 
Carrodus, John Tiplady (1836-95), musician, b. Keighley 
Delius, Frederick (1862-1934), composer 
Eurich, Richard Ernst (1903-92), artist 
Griffiths, Frances (1907-86), photographer 
Guevara, Alvaro (1894-1951), artist, b. Chile 
Jackson, William (1815-66), composer, b. Masham 
Lockwood, Henry Francis (1811-78), architect, b. Doncaster, not on database 
Mawson, William (1828-89), architect, b. Leeds, not on database 
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Mimes, Eli (1830-99), architect, not on database 
Newbould, Frank (1887-1951), artist, not on database 
Parsons, Mary (1813-85), photographer 
Priestman, Bertram (1868-1951), artist, not on database 
'Rothenstein, Sir William (1872-1945), artist 
Rutherston, Albert Daniel (1881-1953), artist 
Rutherston, Charles Lambert (1866-1927), artist 
Shackleton, William (1872-1935), painter, not on database 
Shaw, Watkins (1911-96), musician, not on database 
'Shaw, Norman (1831-1912), architect, b. Scotland 
Sichel, Ernest Leopold (1862-1941), artist, not on database 
Stewart, William Arnold (1882-1953), artist, b. Ilkley 
'Stocks, Lumb (1812-92), engraver, b. Lightcliffe 
'Straub, Marianne (1909-94), textile designer, b. Switzerland 
Wadsworth, Edward (1889-1949), artist, b. Cleckheaton 
Ward, Henry Snowden (1865-1911), photographer 
Wright, Elsie (1901-88), photographer 

About the origins of John Cousen more is known than ODNB allows; he 
was born at Miryshaw, Barkerend, and his father was successively draper, 
coal merchant, and mill owner. An elder brother took over the business and 
John went to London to become a leading landscape engraver. His engravings 
of Turner's pictures were especially good; his engraving of his brother 
Charles's 'South East View of Bradford' is the frontispiece to James's History 
of Bradford. He became a rich man, and one of his executors was Lumb Stocks, 
another highly successful engraver and a Royal Academician. Born in 
Lightcliffe, son of a coalminer, Stocks was educated in Bradford, probably at 
Horton House Academy; his drawing instructor was Charles Cope, father 
of the historical painter Charles West Cope.2' 

In his autobiography Willie Riley mentions among schoolfellows at 
Bradford Grammar Frederick Delius and William Rothenstein, whose 
parents "moved in a different social circle from mine". However exclusive it 
was, this circle of mostly German immigrants energised the musical and 
artistic life of Victorian Bradford. The father of Frederick Delius was a 
wealthy woolman who helped to organise visits of the Hallé Orchestra and 
entertained distinguished musicians at his house. Yet he wanted his son to 
study business rather than music; Frederick broke away, spent most of his 
life in France, and devoted himself to composition. His late Romantic style is 
not to everyone's taste, but ODNB discusses it sympathetically. I like two 
pieces which show signs of northern English influence, 'Brigg Fair' and 'North 
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Country Sketches'. A year before his death Bradford gave him the freedom 
of the city; but by his own wish he was buried in a quiet south country 
churchyard. Meanwhile the Rothenstein family were influencing art in both 
Bradford and Britain generally. Charles, William and Albert, all born in the 
city, were sons of the wool merchant Moritz Rothenstein. Charles 
Rothenstein inherited the business, used his wealth to support his brothers 
and other artists, and made an art collection which circulated among schools. 
Albert Rothenstein was a teacher and eventually Director of the Oxford 
School of Painting and Drawing. Believing there should be no distinction 
between fine and commercial art, he took commissions to design calendars, 
covers, packaging and posters. In 1916 he and Charles prudently changed 
their names to Rutherston. William Rothenstein was befriended by Ernest 
Sichel, himself son of a Bradford merchant and an artist of distinction (his 
portrait of Sir Jacob Behrens had just been commissioned by the Chamber 
of Commerce). Sichel advised William's father to send his son to the Slade 
School. Like Albert he combined art and teaching; he was for many years 
Principal of the Royal College of Art. As an artist he was well known for fine 
portraits of literary men, but he was also inspired by northern scenery and 
characters, and returned to Bradford from time to time, notably at the 
opening of the Cartwright Memorial Gallery in 1904. He gave the gallery his 
portrait of Augustus John and a set of lithographs. The ODNB accounts of 
the Rothensteins and Rutherstons are good, but I have amplified their 
Bradford assodations. 

Richard Eurich was the son of Frederick Eurich, the bacteriologist (see 
section 2). Some thirty years younger than Will Rothenstein, he also attended 
the Grammar School and the Slade School; in between, he had two years at 
the Bradford School of Arts and Crafts. He was especially interested in 
seascapes and as a war artist painted the highly successful 'Withdrawal 
from Dunkirk', 1940. After the war he painted pictures of children and 
Yorkshire landscapes. He held a retrospective exhibition at Bradford Art 
Gallery in 1989, and an exhibition of his war paintings at the Imperial War 
Museum in 1991, The ODNB account rather lacks enthusiasm compared 
with that of Derek Lister.23 

At least three more artists seem worthy of inclusion. Bertram Priestman 
came from the wealthy Bradford manufacturing family (see section 3), who 
were Quakers, and was educated at Bootham School, York, and Bradford 
Technical College. In 1888 he went to the Slade School at the same time as 
Will Rothenstein. He became primarily a naturalistic landscape painter, 
whose work was soon in demand all over Britain and abroad. He was elected 
to the Royal Academy in 1923, and considered "the finest living interpreter 
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of the spirit and beauty of our Yorkshire Dales, which he renders with a 
sympathy and insight born of an intense love for his native county"."  

William Shackleton was the son of a Bradford paper manufacturer and was 
educated at the Grammar School, the Technical College, and the Royal School 
of Art. He studied further in France and Italy, and was inspired by 
Renaissance artists and ideas. He became what he called "a painter of 
visions", and critics complained that he used "the same symbolically golden 
hazes of colour" whatever the subject. 'The Mackerel Nets' in the Tate, and 
'The Polar Star' in the Cartwright Hall, represent a more naturalistic style, 
which could have made him more popular.n Frank Newbould was born at 
174 Lumb Lane, the son of a shopkeeper. He was educated at the Grammar 
School, the School of Arts and Crafts, and the Camberwell School of Art. He 
became a highly successful commercial artist, well known for the attractive 
posters which once adorned our railway stations. 

As the capital of a commercial empire, Bradford wanted great buildings; its 
architects went especially to Renaissance Italy for models. The city centre, 
much loved by J.B. Priestley's generation, but little appreciated by a later 
one, was above all the creation of Lockwood and Mawson. Henry Lockwood 
came from a building background in Doncaster, and began practising as an 
architect in Hull where he built the fine chapel at Trinity House. His 
partnership with William Mawson in Bradford began in 1849, when they 
won the commission for St George's Hall. Other major works were the Wool 
Exchange, the Town Hall, and some palatial warehouses; they also built the 
Independent College at Heaton, and the whole of Saltaire. In 1874 Lockwood 
was made first president of the Bradford Society of Architects, but moved to 
London where he built the Civil Service stores, off the Strand, in his 
characteristic style. Second only to Lockwood and Mawson were Milnes 
and France. Eli Milnes was born in Bradford and articled to a local 
ecclesiastical architect, Walker Rawstorne. In partnership with Charles 
France he built over thirty great warehouses in the Little Germany and 
Leeds Road area, and also the attractive banks at the corners of Kirkgate and 
Market Street with Cheapside. Lockwood and Mawson's wonderful Kirkgate 
Market, Milnes and France's Swan Arcade, and many warehouses, have - 

alas - been demolished. None of these architects appears in ODNB; two who 
do, because of achievements elsewhere, are Norman Shaw, who was called 
in for the Town Hall extensions, and Alfred Waterhouse for the Prudential 
Building. These are notable buildings in a less exuberant style. Ecclesiastical 
architecture was less distinguished; it was dominated by the firm of 
Mallinson and Healey, whose best work may be seen at St Paul's 
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Manningham, and All Saints Little Horton. 27 

9. Entertainers, Sportsmen 
'Corbett, Harry (1918-89), entertainer 
Croueste, Edwin (1841-1914), circus manager, b. Kent 
'Irving, Sir Henry (1838-1905), actor, b. Somerset 
'Laker, James (1922-86), cricketer, b. Shipley 
'Millar, Gertie (1879-1952), actress 
Rice, Charles (1820-80), theatre manager, b. London 
Shackleton, Len (1922-2000) footballer 
Stephens, Sir Robert (1931-95), actor 
Studholme, Marie (1872-1930), actress 

Bradford can boast two Gaiety Girls. Marie Studholme was born at 
Stonehall, Eccleshill, daughter of Joseph Ludholme Lupton, auctioneer. She 
lived with relatives in Baildon and Shipley and went to Salt Girls' High 
School, where "school productions piqued her interest in the stage". 
Chaperoned by her mother, she made her London début in 1891, joined the 
chorus at the Gaiety Theatre, and later graduated to ingénue roles. One of the 
most often photographed beauties of the Edwardian era, she was "besieged" 
by admirers at the opening of the Alhambra in 1914. Gertie Millar was born 
in a back-to-back in Manningham; her mother was a dressmaker. As a girl 
she showed a talent for singing popular songs, appeared in concerts in 
Bradford, and in pantomime in Manchester. In 1900 she was playing in 
Bradford in The Messenger Boy when she attracted the composer Lionel 
Monckton, who had her transferred to the Gaiety and married her. She was 
not an outstanding singer or actress, but her charm and vivacity captivated 
Edwardian audiences; her most successful role was as a Yorkshire shop girl 
in Our Miss Gibbs, which ran for 636 performances. For her swansong she 
played a week at the Alhambra in 1918; afterwards she paid for holidays for 
twenty children, and endowed a bed in Bradford Infirmary. 
A great entertainer of more recent times was Harry Corbett, and the 

ODNB article on him, by John Hargreaves, is appropriately entertaining. He 
was born at 27 Edmund Street in the city centre; his father was a miner, and 
his mother the daughter of Harry Ramsden (see section 10). He attended 
Canton High School, had piano lessons, and played at the opening of his 
uncle's restaurant at White Cross, Guiseley. He became an electrical engineer 
and part-time conjuror and puppeteer. His television success with the puppet 
Sooty enabled him to give up the day job; his shows pleased both children 
and parents, and his puppet became so famous that Bradford had a Sooty 
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mascot and Shipley a Sooty museum. 
The ODNB account of James Laker could be improved. He was not born 

in Frizinghall, but in Norwood Avenue, Shipley; so perhaps he becomes a 
Bradfordian only by having achieved one of his greatest feats, eight wickets 
for two runs, on the Park Avenue cricket ground. He attended the Salt High 
School, where the headmaster, George Parkin, used to recall with rueful 
amusement how he had urged young James to become a banker. The 
legendary Alf Burgoyne signed him for Saltaire as a "fairly useful batsman". 
His mother sent him to the Yorkshire cricket school at Headingley where he 
was advised to become a spin bowler. After her sudden death in 1945 
"Yorkshire did not seem the same any more", so while he remained "a 
Yorkshireman at heart" he became a professional for Surrey.29 ODNB does 
well to quote John Arlott on his character: he was like "the old-fashioned 
bobby", upright, laconic, and reassuring. 

10. Miscellaneous 
Berry, James (1852-1913), hangman 
Bompas, Henry (1836-1909), judge, b. London 
Magennis, James (1919-86), submariner, b. Belfast 
"Pierrepoint, Albert (1905-92), hangman 
Ramsden, Harry (1888-1963), restaurateur 
Schapiro, Boris (1909-2002), bridge player 
Tempest, Pierce (1653-1717), printseller 
Wroe, John (1782-1863), founder of Christian Israelites 

Bradford's oddest character was perhaps John Wroe, who was born on his 
father's farm on Rooley Lane, Bowling, and himself took up farming till he 
began to see visions and acquired a following. He named his sect the Christian 
Israelites; he gave them rules and rituals, and they gave him an extravagant 
lifestyle. ODNB is more sympathetic than his contemporary Harry 
Fieldhouse, who says "Prophet Wroe" discovered how to make money "by 
means other than honest hard work", and held services in Bradford "assisted 
by twelve women, whom he described as virgins".' 

Bradford gave the nation two famous hangmen. James Berry was born 
at Heckmondwike, but later lived in the city. He performed at least 130 
hangings, but mistakes and the sale of ropes as souvenirs cost him his job, so 
he became first an entertainer, then an evangelist, and finally a farmer. Albert 
Pierrepoint was born at 5 Green End, Clayton; his father and an uncle were 
both hangmen, and he was trained by the uncle. He executed at least 400 
people at home and abroad, including numerous war criminals and traitors. 
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Both Berry and Pierrepoint wrote autobiographies, My Experiences (1892) 
and Executioner (1974) respectively; Pierrepoint claimed he had grown 
disillusioned about the value of the death penalty. 

Many a good ramble ends at Harry Ramsden's fish and chip Restaurant. 
Its founder, Harry Ramsden, was born at 64 Chatham Street, Wapping, son 
of a policeman, who later ran a fish and chip shop. Harry worked hard and 
borrowed money to set himself up in business, and successfully ran 'The 
Craven Heifer' in Bolton Road, which had been thought a publican's grave. 
After the 1914-18 War he went into fish and chips, first at the 'Cosy Café' in 
Westgate, which was patronised by theatre people. In 1928 he moved to 
White Cross, and in 1931 opened his splendidly refurbished restaurant 
there (see also section 9). It became a favourite venue for an evening out or a 
good supper after an excursion to the Dales. Harry dressed smartly and 
made himself known as the 'King of Fish and Chips'; ODNB rightly, if 
tautologously, observes that "his career belongs to a tradition of extrovert 
populist showmanship which also flourished in the music hall". 

Conclusions 
Just over half of these Bradfordians were born in the city, and about three-
quarters in Yorkshire. The earliest, James Sharp the Jesuit, was born in 1576. 
Nine were born in the seventeenth century, twenty-two in the eighteenth, 
and twenty-six in the first two decades of the nineteenth. The whole 
population was, of course, increasing similarly. Throughout the nineteenth 
century around twelve were born every decade, with a drop to four in the 
eighteen-forties, when Friedrich Engels found the city "upon the banks of a 
small, coal-black, foul-smelling stream ... enveloped in a grey cloud of coal 
smoke"." Twenty-five were born in the first two decades of the twentieth 
century; after that, because the dictionary deals only with the deceased, 
there are only thirteen more. The latest, Andrea Dunbar the dramatist, was 
born in 1961. Among Bradfordian occupations, clergymen - they were all 
men - seem over-represented, though that reflects the bias of the earlier 
Dictionary of National Biography; all its entries, with revisions, have been 
retained in the ODNB. Architects seem under-represented. The number of 
women is only 28, or 15%; but the number in the whole dictionary is only 
about 10%, despite editorial efforts to redress the gender balance. Finally, 
the number of portraits of Bradfordians is 47, or 26%; but the number in the 
whole dictionary is only about 20%. The point is of interest because these 
illustrations are a guide to eminence; asJ.B. Priestley's portrait is not included, 
it seems there have been 48 eminent Bradfordians altogether. 
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Possible additions to ODNB 
Bullock, Sir Alan, historian 
Coates, John, musician 
Cryer, Bob, politician 
Eurich, Frederick, physician 
Fattorini, Joseph, businessman 
Jowett, Benjamin, car manufacturer 
Lockwood, Henry, architect 
Mawson, William, architect 
Mimes, Eli, architect 
Newbould, Frank, artist 
Perowne, Arthur, bishop 
Priestman, Bertram, artist 
Purcell, William, priest 
Riley, William, novelist 
Shackleton, William, painter 
Shaw, Watkins, musician 
Sichel, Ernest, artist 
Watson, Duncan, diplomat 
Wharton, Michael, journalist 

Notes 
I am indebted to Dr Astrid Hansen for some corrections. In particular, her 
information on Bishop Blunt and John Wood the industrialist clarified the 
ODNB accounts. 
S.J.Curtis, in A History of Christianity in Yorkshire, ed. F.S.Popham (1954), P. 62. 

'Obituary, The Times, 12 April 1948, p. 6. 
'My friend Harry Bramma heard him say this. 
'"The author is very probably Dr. Fawcett": John Julian, A Dictionary of Hymnology (1892), 

p. 687. 
'Biographical Notices', in The History and Topography of Bradford (1841). 
Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby, Yorkshire Portraits (1961). 
Obituary Notices of Fellows of the Royal Society (January 1940). 
Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby, Yorkshire Portraits (1961) p. 68. 

'Derek Lister, Bradford's Own (Sutton Publishing, 2004), pp. 41-2. 
"Obituary, The Times, 9 November 2001. 
"Geoff McAuley and Edward Nankwetl, lowell, Javelin and Jupiter (2003); Obituary, The 

Times, 15 October 1963. 
"Obituary, The Times, 9 September 1995. 
"Benjamin Disraeli, Sybil; or The Two Nations (1845), book ii chapter v. 
"Ann Cryer (ed.), Baldness be my Friend (Bradford Libraries, 1996). 
"Darcy Cresswell, Margael McMillan (1948), gives further details. 
"Elizabeth Mary Wright, The Story of Joseph Wright (1934) is the main source. 

-84-



"Arthur Raistrick, Old Yorkshire Dales (1971 edition), p. 22. 
"John Nicholson, Poetical Works, ed. W.G. Hird (1876), p. xlviii. 
° William Riley's Sunset Reflections (1957) is my main source. 
"Obituary, The Tunes 25 January 2006, P. 60. 
"William Cudworth, Rambles Round Horton (1886), especially pp.146-8; William Scruton, 

For and Pencil Pictures of Old Bradford (1889), pp. 242-3. 
iS William Rothenstein, Men and Memories (1931); Robert Speaighl, William Rothenste,,, 

(1962). 
"Derek Lister, Bradford's Ow,, (Sutton Publishing, 2004), p. 43; see also The T,,,,es obituary, 

9 June 1992. 
"On Priestmar,, Cartwright Memorial Gallery, Catalogue (3rd ed., 1924) p. 33; obituary and 

review in The Times, 20 March 1951 and 28 July 1952. 
25 On Shackleton, review and obituary in The Times, 13 February 1922 and 12 January 1933. 
26 Derek Lister, Bradford's Own, pp. 101-2. 
"Derek Linstrum, West Yorkshire Architects and Architecture (1978); John Ayers, Architecture 

in Bradford (Bradford Civic Society, M.D.). 
"Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby, Yorkshire Portraits (1961), p. 197. 
O  Alan Hill, Jim Laker (2002 edition); personal knowledge. 
"Old Bradford Illustrated (1889), p. 53. 
" Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the Working-Class i,, England (Panther, 1969), p. 74. 

BOOK REVIEW 
The Best of John Hartley: an account of his life & 'The Clock Aitnattack' by John 
Waddington-Feather. Wallersgill (17 Wrenbeck Drive, Otley, West Yorkshire LS2I 
2BP), 2007. 108 pp. ISBN 9780 9556454 02 £6.99 
John Hartley was born in 1839 and, as a young man, joined one of the many 
literary clubs that were fashionable at that time among workingmen. Dialect-
writing among the Yorkshire urban classes was already well-established and 
when Hartley recited his first poem, 'Bite Bigger', it was an instant success and 
launched Hartley on a dialect-writing career. 

There was a tremendous vitality in nineteenth century Yorkshire dialect writing 
and a literary form peculiar to the working-class was the dialect almanac. They 
were written for, and often by, the urban workers - the new social classes appearing 
in the rapidly expanding towns of the West Riding. In 1866, Hartley was offered 
the editorship of The Original Illuminated Clock Altttanack (so named because of the 
illuminated clock over the shop of its first editor, auctioneer and hatter, Alfred 
Wilson). The almanac became known as Jolts Hartley's Origitta! Clock Almanack in 
1877 and at the peak of its success sold 80,000 copies annually. Hartley remained 
its editor, with small breaks, until his death in 1915. For much of his life Hartley 
lived in Bradford, but occasionally 'took off' (gout 'on I' rant) to London and America, 
finally living in Cheshire with his third wife. 

John Waddington-Feather, a Life Member of the Yorkshire Dialect Society, 
here provides a selection of the poetry and prose of Hartley and provides an 

excellent introduction to his life and work. The success of Hartley, he agues, lay in 
his wide experience of life - most other dialect writers were too parochial - and 
his continuing appeal lies in his portrayal of everyday life of ordinary people. 
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BRADFER-LAWRENCE: 

A RATHER DIFFERENT KIND OF COLLECTION 

By Anne George 

A Lottery-funded project to make more accessible one of the most important 
archive collections held at Yorkshire Archaeological Society (YAS) has now 
been completed. The manuscripts and documents amassed by antiquarian 
Harry Bradfer-Lawrence have been fully sorted and listed: the resulting 
catalogue is available both at YAS and remotely on the Access to Archives 
database at www.nationalarchives.gov.ukla2a. There is also a project website 
containing images of a selection of the documents out of the many thousands 
in the collection, with transcripts and additional background information, 
at www.bradfer.yascollections.org.uk. 

Norfolk-born Harry Brad fer-Lawrence moved to Yorkshire in 1935 to take 
up a post as land agent to Sir William Akroyd, baronet, whose estate was at 
Grantley, near Ripon. 

This involved him becoming managing director of Hammond's 
Bradford Brewery and later, chairman of United Breweries Ltd.' 

From an early age, H B-L was a keen antiquary, fascinated with the 
local history of Norfolk, and later, Yorkshire, becoming an avid collector 
of books and manuscripts. His archive collection is thus 'Rather Different' 
as it does not relate to his own family at all but to a number of Yorkshire 
families and places, acquired from friends and acquaintances who knew 
of his interest, purchased at salerooms, and saved from wartime salvage. 

The backbone of his collection is the records of the Lister family, Barons 
Ribblesdale of Gisburn, whose estate grew in line with the first Baron's 
(unfulfilled) hope of being able to ride from Pendle to Malham, all on his 
own land. There are many deeds, series of estate accounts and rentals, 
maps and fascinating series of correspondence which paint a vivid picture 
of the fortunes, interests and careers of members of this family: the 
entrepreneur who opened up calamine mines on Malham Moor, the 
would-be artist, the soldier, the coffee planter, the diplomat who rubbed 
shoulders with royalty. A further significant collection of records relate 
to the Wilson family of Eshton, and the related families of Currer of 
Kildwick and Richardson of Bierley. The last includes rentals and accounts 
of the indomitable Frances Richardson Currer, some of whose income 
derived from the coal and ironstone mines at Bowling. 
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Other groups of documents relate to the Pilkington and Nevile families 
of Chevet and their opposition to the Calder and Hebble navigation, to 
the Bolland family of Settle, the Milner family of Nun Appleton, and 
there are hundreds of odd documents relating to the Craven area in 
general. Then there is the 15h century Fountains Abbey Stock Book, whose 
damaged and dog-eared appearance has been completely transformed 
thanks to its comprehensive conservation as part of the project. This 
formal account book reveals the strength of the herds of cattle and sheep, 
pigs and horses on the abbey's granges. With other records ranging from 
medieval deeds to genealogical material on Yorkshire families, to culinary 
recipes, the scope and potential of the Brad fer-Lawrence collection is one 
which will surely be tapped in the future for all kinds of historical 
research. 

In its completion, the project has carried on the tradition upheld by 
Bradfer-Lawrence himself, whom his obituary described (as well as being 
'a man of most genial and friendly temperament') as 'always ready to 
make his collection available to interested people'. 

To make an appointment to examine the documents, contact Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society at 23 Clarendon Road, Leeds, LS2 9NZ, email: 
yas.archives@googlemail.com 

Text based on a talk to the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society in 2006. 

See 'H.L.B.L. and the Fountain Brewery' by Tony Avis in Aspects of Bradford 2, edited by 
Bob Duckett (Wharocliffe Press, 2000), pages 109-124 for more on Bradfer-Lawrence's 
professional life. 

BOOK REVIEW 
Wool City: A History of the Bradford Textile Industry in the 20" Century by Mark Keighley. 

G.Whitaker & Co. Ltd (Grove House, 12 Riddings Road, Ilkley, L529 9BF), 2007. xx + 289 
pages. ISBN 978-0-9555993-1.6 (leatherbound); 978-0-9555993-1-6 (hardback), £30.00. 
The last year has been a good one for books on Bradford, but pride of place must go to Wool 
City, Mark Keightey's impressive history of the Bradford textile industry in the twentieth 
century. We are frequently asked for a good account of the Bradford textile industry and, at 
last, it is here. The author is a former editor of the Wool Record and he has produced an 
outstanding work: well-documented with much hitherto unknown material, marvellous 

photographs, and written by someone at ease with his subject. The feature article on the 
book in the Yorkshire Post Magazine (24 November 2007) was well merited. It is difficult to 
know what to praise most about this work: the detail given from inside the industry itself; the 
large number of photographs (many never published before); the awareness of government 
policies and economic realities; the personalities; the accounts of individual mills, the 
extensive bibliography: the detailed index; the marvellous production; or the initiative and 
hard work involved to get the book written and published! Anyone interested in Bradford's 

history will be proud to own this book. Our congratulations to the author and all concerned, 
not least the subscribers who helped finance the work. 
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A BANK WITH A HIGH LEVEL OF INTEREST: 

THE BRADFORD MEMORY BANK 

By Kenneth Kenzie 

A bank sustaining a high level of interest is not easily to be found in the 
present economic world. However such a bank currently exists in the realm 
of Bradford's social history. 

Since its inception in 2000, funded by a grant from Awards for All, The 
Bradford Memory Bank Community Archive is slowly building into a unique 
collection of digital information concerning aspects of social, family and 
local history of Bradford and its more recently expanded Metropolitan Area. 

Much of the collection is formed of items usually kept in biscuit tins and 
shoeboxes. These family photographs, ephemera and treasured odds and 
ends are deemed of little value by many of the finders of such receptacles 
upon the demise of the owner. A reluctance to pass the collection on to an 
interested person or an official archive during the collector's lifetime has 
resulted in the loss of much social history material. 

The value of The Memory Bank's Community Archive is that it doesn't 
actually collect these items but simply copies them by digitally scanning 
them into its computer database; thus allowing the treasured collection to 
be put back in its usual resting place under the bed. If at some future time the 
originals end up in a dustbin or scattered on a car-boot stall the collection 
may still be viewed on the Community Archive so ensuring that the 
information and the images are available for future study. 

Located on the sixth floor at Bradford Central Library the images on the 
archive database include family photographs of parties, weddings, and even 
a half day family outing to a Japanese gardens - yes the one at Shipley Glen 
- and images of the tickets sold on the famous tramway there. 

For a touch of nostalgia there are sepia views, of events, local places and 
long demolished buildings of interest, including Bradford's two major 
railway stations and the long gone engine sheds at Manningham and the 
wooden station building at St. Dunstan's when whistles, soot and steam 
added a sense of adventure to a train journey. Horse trams and buses, steam, 
electric and trackless trams, buses, and other vehicles are represented 
amongst the transport images. Surviving rail tickets of the Great Northern 
Railway line between Bradford and Queensbury and copies of early driving 
licences and insurance certificates also feature. 

Amongst the documents included in the collection is a map, liberated 

-88-



from the Luftwaffe, showing the flight path for a bombing raid on Bradford 
marking the position of factories and hospitals. Other memories of WW2 
can be found amongst the medals, badges, ration books and identity cards 
depicted. Other regalia of civic, religious, sporting and social associations 
include Girl Guide badges, Mayoral badges, the unique Bradford Telegraph & 
Argus Nig-Nog Club as well as everyday items including forms, tanners, 
bobs, and ship ha'pennies of the pre-decimal period. 

Photographs, documents and ephemera in fact almost anything that 
can be placed on to the A4 size scanner can be copied into the database. 
Amongst the more unusual items is a box of teaspoons, a christening robe, 
and tools used in the repair of tennis nets. Drawings, maps, plans, sketches, 
letters, school reports, certificates also feature in the collection. One small 
collection of family photos came in a Brown, Muff's paper bag. That too was 
scanned into the archive joining the Maudella pattern envelope and other, 
already included unlikely to survive, items of ephemera. 

Whilst the volunteers could, and do, spend hours adding items to the 
database much of the occasion depicted in the picture may remain untold. 
One major advantage of the archive is the ability to highlight any part of an 
image and attach a written description of the image or add a narrative to 
accompany an item. A report of a wedding or an event can easily be linked 
to its image or photo. School groups, choir outings, drama groups, brass 
bands, and other uniformed organisations, many with named individuals, 
are also included. Many of the photographs with individuals highlighted 
are linked by the computer program to other images concerning the same 
individuals or named in an accompanying text. Happy memories of a 
Bradford Alhambra Sunbeam accompany her personal collection of 
photographs 

This ability to add a description or 'tell the story' about the image is a 
valuable part of the archive. How the exquisite wedding dress in the photo 
was obtained in spite of war - time rationing or that the three - tier wedding 
cake is really three upturned and iced cake tins is as much a part of social 
history as is the newspaper headlines for the day of the wedding. 

This important 'Telling the story' aspect of the archive can only be 
achieved when the owner is prepared to spend an hour or so with a volunteer 
at the Memory Bank Archive at the time their items are added to the archive. 
Anyone wishing to add their own items may do so with one of the volunteers 
who are all experienced and trained to use the community archive. Although 
the Bradford Memory Bank Community Archive is accessible at Bradford 
Central Library, an appointment to view or have items added should be 
arranged in advance to ensure that a volunteer is available. 
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The 1500 images currently held in the archive have been provided by 
some of the Local History Groups in the Bradford district and a number of 
family historians and individuals keen to share their family photos and 
documents for the benefit of interested future historians and students. 

What an ideal opportunity to blow thefluff off the shoebox or dig out the family album: 
Call me (01274 571324) to arrange an appointment with an interested Memory Bank 
volunteer and 'Tell the story'. 

BOOK REVIEW 
Brilliant Bradford by staff of the Telegraph & Argus. Published by Breedon 
Books, 2008. 192 pages. ISBN: 078-1-85983-623-I £9.99 
The Telegraph & Argus has worked hard to promote a positive image of 
Bradford; one remembers the large format compilations such as Jim 
Appleby's Bygone Bradford (1995); Memories of Bradford; and More Memories of 
Bradford, volumes 1(1997) and 2(1999); and Bye Bye Broad way:A Pictorial History 
of Bradford City Centre (2005). Now we have a truly delicious photographic 
tour of our remarkable city: Brilliant Bradford. As T&A Editor, Perry Austin-
Clarke, writes: "We lead such busy lives today that we rarely take time to 
pause and study our surroundings, which is why so many residents and 
workers fail to appreciate the glory, splendour and richness of our built 
heritage. Bradford has a stunning and varied array of buildings, many carved 
from mellow Yorkshire stone. In all, the district has more than 5,800 Listed 
buildings, including around 20 Grade I and more than 60 Grade II, 
structures." (Foreword). The paper's team of talented photographers have 
done a brilliant job photographing the city's buildings, often from angles, in 
conditions, and using magnifications to reach images not possible for the 
likes of most of us. Whether it is the City Vaults pub, the stone sentinels on 
the roof of Cartwright Hall, or the carving of Sir Francis Drake on the Wool 
Exchange, this a book to treasure. Unlike publisher Breedon Books' previous 
works such as the Appleby book and Bye Bye Broadway noted above, and the 
long out-of-print Images of Bradford 1860-1970, this book will fit the pocket. Its 
friendly-sized format and low price make this a 'must-have' buy for all, 
whether long-time residents, in-corners, or visitors. It is a book to send to 
friends and should sell by the bucket load. An added extra is that any of the 
photos featured can be ordered separately as prints. 
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OUTWARD AND VISIBLE SIGNS: TWO PLAQUES 

By Astrid Hansen 

In Bradford Cathedral there is a bronze tablet showing a bas-relief picture 
of the parish church with its tower hung with woolsacks. The wording 
below the picture reads: 

To commemorate the defence of this church during the two sieges of 
Bradford in 1642 and 1643 when the tower was hung with woolsacks 
to protect it against the cannon fire of the besieging royalist army. 

This tablet was given by the President, Alderman Horace Hird JP, 
FSA, Lord Mayor of the city 1951-52, and members of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society AD 1951, the year of the 700" 
anniversary of the granting of the first charter for a market in Bradford. 

Horace Hird, who was President of our society from 1950 to 1952, was a 
native of Bradford who held many public offices. He was first elected as a 
Councillor in 1944 and became an Alderman in 1949, serving on the Council 
until 1971. In addition to his Council work, he was an enthusiastic 
antiquarian, a Fellow of the Society of Antiquarians and a Fellow of the 
Royal Numismatic Society. Oxford University conferred on him an 
Honorary MA in recognition of his knowledge and generosity. He gave a 
collection of ancient Scottish coins and early English banknotes to the 
Ashmolean Museum and a further collection of coins and trade tokens went 
to Leeds University. Horace Hird died in 1973 and his important collection 
of John Wesley and other Methodist memorabilia was left by his widow to 
the Methodist Conference in his memory. This collection can be seen at Mount 
Zion Methodist Church and Heritage Centre at Ogden. - 

The tablet in the Cathedral is not altogether unexpected, given Alderman 
Hird's enthusiasm for the history of his native city, and the original objectives 
of the society. His publications include: How a City Grows: Historical Notes on the 
City ofBradJbrd(1966) and Bradford in History: Twenhjfour essays on life in the Broad 
Fordfrom the Cdt icAge to the Present Day (1968). What is perhaps more surprising 
is the discovery of another commemorative plaque, many miles from 

Bradford in the medieval church of St. Michael at Well near West Tanfield. In 
a back comer of the church stands a portion of a Roman mosaic floor with a 
small plate attached reading: 
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This remaining fragment of a pavement recovered from the foundation 
of a Roman villa in the Mill Garth in 1859 was restored by members 
of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society in 1929. 

Henry Cheesborough Hunt, William Arthur Wilman, Henry 
1-lahlen Morrish. 

None of these members held office as President or Secretary. 
Excursions were a popular part of the society's programme from very 

early days but it would be interesting to know what prompted this piece of 
restoration work so far from the usual sphere of activity. 

These are the only two markers of the Society's activity that we have 
found. Does anyone know of others? 

Th!5REMM\NC RMOÇ A PAVEMENT 
REMOVED FROM ITE FOUNDATiONS OF A 

ROMAN VILL..A IN ml MiLL GARTH IN 1859 
AS RESTORED Y MtMIER$ OF THE 

BRADFORD HISTORICAL.AND ANTIQUARIAi 
SOCIETY IN 1929 

$t,,n WAHUW 
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A LOCAL CONVERSATION PIECE REVISITED: THE 
ROOKES PORTRAIT 

By Mary Twentyman 

In the Bradford Antiquary, Volume 8, 1937 to 1939, Wilfrid Robertshaw 
commented on the portrait of Edward Rookes Leeds and family by Arthur 
Devis which had recently come on the market. He says that the portrait 
group shows Edward Rookes Leeds of Royds Hall with four of his daughters. 
I'm currently researching the Rookes family and the origins of the Low 
Moor Company, and when constructing a time line to check which 
individuals were alive at various periods it occurred to me that it might 
help in dating the Leeds portrait. 

To briefly re-cap on what Robertshaw wrote: Edward Rookes married, 
as his first wife Mary Leeds, the heiress of Robert Leeds of North Milford in 
1740. They had one son, Edward, who died in infancy, and four daughters: 
Mary, Jane, Elizabeth and Ann. His wife Mary died in 1758 and it was not 
until 1775, at the age of 61, that he married again, to Henrietta Hardcastle. 

The portrait shows four women, three seated and one standing, and 
there is an empty chair. If the four women are all daughters of Edward 

Edward Rookes Leeds Figures (1) (2) (3) (4) 
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Rookes Leeds, then the latest the portrait could have been painted is 1762, 
when the youngest would have been 14 and the eldest 20 years old. The 
following year, 1783, Elizabeth Leeds died. 

To my mind Figure 2 looks older than the other women. The empty chair 
to which Figure 1 is gesturing could be symbolism for a dead sister. If this is 
so, I wonder if Figure 2 could be an older relation and not one of Edwards' 
daughters. His sister Mary was unmarried and at her death in 1793 she 
lived at High Fernley Hall, a little way from Royds Hall. Following the death 
of his wife Mary in 1758 it is possible that his sister might have helped with 
the upbringing of his daughters and she may only have moved to High 
Fen-ley Hall on his second marriage, or when Royds Hall was sold. In her 
Will she mentions furniture which came from Royds Hall. 

The identification of the women as daughters Mary, Jane and Ann plus 
their aunt Mary Rookes would place the painting in the period 1763 to 1767. 
It's tempting to think it was done prior to the marriage of the first daughter. 
The first to marry was Jane in August 1765, to William SaTjeantson. In that 
year the ages of the sitters would be: Edward Leeds himself - 51, Mary 23, 
Jane 21, Ann 17 and aunt Mary Rookes 48. Jane, as either engaged or married, 
may be the figure who is standing. 

Jane is crucial to the dating of the portrait. Her son William Rookes Leeds 
Saijeantson was baptised on 31' August 1766 at Wibsey Chapel and she 
died in November of the following year. 

Mo,,,d,,, 9 6757 170 1761 1761 1763 1765 767 1719 

CO,&dR,l,kL0,d, 1714 795 43 46 47 48 49 31 59 51 

644!y 44d, 1714 1758 1749 1,h,,,d R.A. 59 6,44 d,d d,,I d44 a44 O,,d d,,d 

H6,7, 17 3803 1775 ld*,,dI,,d,, & W. 2 .,/ W. oI W & 

M,y L,,d,, 1742 1903 1770 0.,,g, W,Ik,, 13 38 39 20 21 23 25 27 

1,,, LoS,, 1744 1767 1765 W,II,,,, I) IS I? IS i9 21 23 444 

11,0,6,19 LoS,, 746 1743 II 14 IS It. 40,9 449 404 0,44 

A., L.&, 3740 7 1776 k,,kr,miaflSmitfl 9 32 33 14 13 Il 19 21 

1717 1797 u,,747609 LIIL'1,I,, 40 43 44 45 46 46 50 52 

The above grid attempts to show which dates the portrait could have been 
painted 

When Edward Rookes Leeds was declared bankrupt in 1781, an inventory 
of Royds Hall was made on 27 August 1781, prior to the furniture, china 
and plate being sold at auction on 43h February 1782. (See item below from 
the Leeds Mercury of P January 1782). This inventory tells us that in the Little 
Hall there were three prints, one picture and three ornaments on the chimney 
shelf. There were five prints in the Sitting Room and two pictures in the Best 
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Lodging Room. When the hail and the estate were later put up at auction 
they failed to sell until 1789, when they were sold by private treaty to a 
syndicate of gentlemen who later became the Low Moor Company. However 
there does not seem to be any reason to believe that the contents were not 
sold as advertised. We have no way of knowing if the picture in the Little 
Hall was this family portrait. The portrait could have been passed on into 
the safekeeping of one of his daughters when the threat of bankruptcy loomed 
and eventually made its way into the private collection at Cottesbrooke 
Hall, Northampton where it now resides. 

4: RQyd.uIall s,cr Bradford, os Mday nv Fu,,b 
Fthrurj nxt, 

'HE LIVE STOCK, Wgons, Carts, 
Farming Utenils, Huft,sndry-Ow', Hay and Straw, 

iatc the Properry of Air. LEEDES. 
on the follnoing D'ay' ii:i( the th'Lale err ðifr:frd of, 

The FIOIJSHOLD FURN1TUItE there, late 
aiío the Property of the (aid Mr. Leeds. 
PbqS-wheDay-TCpc4cUc1y.---
Aito, Lo :L& Menik ef March next, ‚will be SOLD, 

The MANOR of ROYÐ's-HiLL, nd the' 
freral Maes Lands, Tcnentetna, and Hctditsnetts, 
atc the Ethic of the (aid Mr. Leedri, with their Appurte. 
panees, nd 
chit, the Loudonand York Nrwfppra. 

Fequire in the m Time of Mr. H41o, of flc1e 
Mr. Jaweu, of Mjninhun, rar Mr. Ht4j, in HrQH!. 
At'Crr.rv, It  

Note: 1 have used the spelling 'Leeds' throughout for Edward Rookes Leedes, 
though 'Leedes' is often the form used in documents. 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 

LOCAL HISTORY IN THE BRADFORD REGION 

The Bradford Metropolitan area has a large number of local history and history-
related groups and organisations. What follows is a summary of what has been 
reported to the Editor; it is not a comprehensive list. All the Groups hold regular 
meetings with invited speakers and welcome interested people to their meetings. 
A number of Groups have websites where further information may be found. 
Further news and updates will be welcome for next year's Antiquary if people let 
me know. 

Baildon Local History Society 
Secretary, Stewart Main, 11, Acre Howe Rise, Baildon, Shipley, BDI7 6TH 
Stewart reports that the Group has installed six information boards placed in 
various locations in Baildon. These illustrate the history, plant life and ecology of 
the district. Research continues on the three Salt houses in Baildon, and a donation 
has been made of election addresses from 1950-1974. These will help re-create 
information which was lost in 1974. A full programme of talks has been maintained. 
Group meets monthly (Monday evening) in Baildon Library. 

Baildon Oral History Group 
Contact: Sylvia Spencer, 1, Langley Crescent, Baildon, Shipley, BDI7 6HX 
The exhibition launched in 2002 to mark the Queen's Golden Jubilee illustrating 
what life was like at the start of the second Elizabethan Age continues to be 
exhibited in various community centres, and also other later displays. Two of the 
booklets produced by the Society are still in print: Wartime Remembered and High 
Days & Holidays. The Group meets fortnightly on a Monday afternoon at the 
Baildon Moravian Church Institute. 

Bingley & District Local History Society 
Contact: Mrs Sheila Donaldson, Ellerkin, Beech Street, Bingley, MDI6 IEX. Tel. 01535 
272195; Email: hingleylocalhistroy@hotmnaiLco.nk Website:uww.bitigleyhistory.co.uk. DVD 
and book details on website. 

Bradford Family History Society 
Secretary: Mrs Carol Duckworth, 5 Leaventhorpe Avenue, Fairweather Green, BDS BED 
Website: www.bradfordflms.org.uk 
Two meetings monthly: First Thursday (morning) in the month at the Central 
Library; third Monday (evening) in the month at Lower Cathedral Hall; plus 
quarterly Wednesday evening meeting in Central Library. 

Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society 
Secretary: Angela Holmes, 9, Keighley Road, Cullingworth, BDI3 SJA 
Website: www.bradfordhistorical.org.uk 
Meets monthly at the Bradford Central Library, mornings in winter, evenings in 
summer. Publishes Bradford Antiquary yearly at £5.00. Maintains a library. 

-96-



Burley Local History Group 
Contact: Dr. D. Warwick, 15 The Copse, Burley-in-Wharfedale, L529 7QY 
A small group dedicated to collecting and preserving records of Burley-in-
Wharfedale history. Activities are research and publications. Several of the 
Group's publications are listed in the Village Website: www.burley-in-
wharfedale.org. Archives are located in Burley Village library for others to consult 
(Tuesday and Friday afternoons, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m.)The Group's most recent 
publication was D. & M. Warwick Independent Burley: A Village, its People and its 
Councils (2006), A4 format, 75 pages, with illustrations, £10 from the above address. 
A revised editon of Burley-in-Wharfedale in Times Past (1985) is planned for Autumn 
2008. 

Cottingley Village History Society 
Secretary: Ann Harkiss 01274 820235 
Website: hIt v://hisfory.cottinlevconnecf .or.g.uk/ 
Talks and discussions are held every two months. Work is in progress to create a 
database of local historical knowledge which is featured on the website. 

Cullingworth Local History Group 
Contact: Derek Goff, 13 Sunningdale Crescent, Cullingworth, BDI3 SBA. Tel. 01535272190 
Cullingworth LHG has published two books: Cullingworth: a glimpse of the past, 
volumes I and 2 (vol. 2. still in print at £4.95 plus £1.00 p&p). A current project is the 
transcription of the Cullingworth Parish Records for the Anglican, Methodist and 
Baptist churches. 

Eccleshill Local History Group 
Secretary: Frank Dickinson, 47 Nab Wood Crescent, Shipley, BDI8 4HY 
The ELHG meets on alternate Fridays at The Mechanics' Institute in Stonehall 
Road. A recent project was to produce a town trail: Eccleshill History Trail (contact 
Frank for copies) and work is in hand to re-print the 'Random Jottings' pamphlets 
into book form. "Simply, our aim is to preserve when we can, the old buildings and 
quiet areas of Eccleshill for future generations - and if we fail in this ambition (we 
usually do!) then to record in writing and photography these old places before 
they are gone." 

Heaton and District Local History Group 
Contact: Margaret Gray, 68 Emm Lane, Heaton, BD9 4JH; Tel.01274 545745; Email: 
gravmargaretI@aol.com 
The Group meets on the first Monday each month in the Vestry of St. Barnabas 
Church, Heaton. Group covers the old Township of Heaton, Frizinghall, 
Manningham and Sandy Lane. The publication Memories of Lister Park (2004) is still 
available priced £5.00. A major project in progress is The Heaton Graveyard 
Community Project, a Regeneration Project which is proving an interesting fact-
finding process. The Group is also producing a history trail. 
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Heaton Township Association ("To conserve, protect and promote the amenities, 
atmosphere and welfare of the Township") issue a twice yearly newsletter Heaton 
Life. Contact details as for Heaton and District Local History Group 

Idle & Thackley Heritage Group 
Not currently functioning. 

Keighley & District Family History Group 
Secretary: Mrs S Daynes, 2, The Hallows, Shann Park, Keighley 8D20 61-JY 
Website: wwu'.kd,fhs.orc The KDFHS meet Monday evenings in the Local Studies 
Library at Keighley. The Group has recorded and published Monumental 
Inscriptions (Ml) of many local cemeteries, census records and news of marriages 
and deaths from 1862 to 1901 (see the website under Publications for details). An 
ongoing project is recording the MIs at Morton Cemetery. 

Keighley and District Local History Society 
Contact: Membership Secretary, 56 Fiilhoorth Close, Hitlworth Village, Keighley, 0D21 
IQU. Tel. 01535 600713. Website: www.keighleyhistory.co.uk 
Meetings take place on the second Wednesday of every month in the Local 
Studies Library in Keighley Library. The KDHS is actively collecting memorabilia 
and archives. 

Low Moor Local History Group 
Chairman: Geoff Twentynian, 13 St. Abbs Fold, Odsal, Bradford, BDI2 OTT. Tel. 01274 
607696 
Current work includes research into the beginnings of the Low Moor Company 
and the role of Edward Rookes Leeds and his partners. Website: www.ngfl.ac.uk/ 
lmthg 

Olicana Historical Society 
Contact: Maureen Johnson, 54 King's Road, Ilkley, L529 9AT Tel. 01943 609206 

Pudsey Civic Society 
Contact: P.O,Box 146, Leeds, LS28 8WY Website: wuno.pcs-ouline.org.uk 
The Group covers Calverley, Farsley, Fulneck, Pudsey, Rodley, Stanningley. 
Swinnow and Tyersal. Activities include 2008 publication of Shiften Street, 
Stanningley, Elizabeth Naylor's account of growing up in Stanningley (64.00); liaison 
with Leeds City Council Museums and Libraries projects (including Music and 
Dance memories and producing permanent and portable display cabinets to 
feature local history); funding re-generation of Wildlife Area within Pudsey Park; 
reprinting of More Walks Booklet. 

Queensbury Local History Society 
Contact: Margaret Blundell, Swamp House, 9 Commercial Street, Queensbury, Bradford, 
BDI3 2HP 

Saltaire Village History Club 
Website: www.saltairevillage.info 
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Established in 2006, the club is open to all who are interested in Saltaire's history. 
The club meets quarterly. The first issue of The Saltnire Journal was published in 
November 2007 with a substantial article on the Salt descendents in London. It is 
hoped the journal will be a forum for publishing further research on the village. 
See the website for further details. 

Shipley & District Local History Society 
The Society is no longer active. 

Spen Valley Civic Society 
Website: svww.svetn'allevciz'icsociety.org.uk. TeLO1274 870072 
The SVCS has launched a Fame Trail to celebrate the lives of people, past and 
present, who have links with the area. With a £20,000 lottery grant, the Society 
has created 48 plaques and placed them throughout the valley. There is further 
information about the people celebrated on the website. 

Upper Wharfedale Heritage Group 
Contact: Details on website: http:/fuwhg.or'.uk 
Main work of the UWHG is landscape surveying and excavation. The Group is 
currently working in association with the Yorkshire Dales Landscape Research 
Trust and the Ingleborough Archaeology Group carrying out earthwork surveys 
and excavations in the area around Theshlield and Kilnsey in Wharfedale. 
Members have also been involved with the Skipton Community Research Project 
researching and collating information about buildings along the Skipton High 
Street. 

West Bowling Local History Archives 
Co-ordinator: Alan O'Day Scoff, 8 Stonebridge, tdlecroft Road, Idle, Bradford, BDI 0 9TW 
The 12° edition of the West Bowling Local History Journal was published in May 2008, 
in addition a bi-monthly newsletter and eight published booklets have also been 
produced. The aim of WBLHA is to chart and chronicle the social history of the 
West Bowling and Manchester Road area, making a written and photographic 
record. Booklets available are: 

The Nezvlands Mill Disaster, 1882; Bygone West Bowling (5); Up a nick i' Bowlin' 

(13); Our part of the Bowl (13); Proud to be a West Bowlingife (0); Journey along the 
old Manchester Road (13.50); West Bowling Women (CS); Christianity in West 
Bowling (ES) 

Wibsey Local History Group 
Contact: Mrs Jean Blackburn, 24 Beechwood Drive, Wibsey, Badford, BD6 3AG. Tel. 01274 
694502 
The Wibsey LUG meets monthly on a Monday morning at the Conservative 
Club, North Road. The Group mounted an exhibition in October 2007 to celebrate 
the arrival of the first tram to Wibsey. The magazines: Wibsey Miscellany No. I 
(2006); Wibsey Miscellany No. 2 (2007) and the booklet Four Walks in and around 
Wibsey (2003) are still available priced £3, £2 and £2 respectively. 
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Wyke Local History Group 
Secretary: Mrs M. Barstow, 97 Green Lane, Wyke, Bradford, BDI2 8LE. Tel.01274 678502 
The Group meets monthly in the Church Hall at St. Mary's Church, Green Lane, 
on the first Thursday of each month, in the evening. A recent publication is Images 
of Wyke & Low Moor (2006). 

Other organisations include: 

Bradford Industrial Museum 
Moorside Mills, Moorside Road, Eccleshill, Bradford BD2 3HP. Tel. 10274 435900 

Bradford Local Studies Library 
5" floor, Central Library, Prices Way, Bradford BSI INN. Tel. 01274 433661 

Bradford Memory Bank See item on pages 88-90 above. 
Contact: Ken Kenzie, Tel. 01274 571324 

Pennine and Yorkshire Studies Unit, School of Lifelong Education and Development, 
Cobden Building, University of Bradford Website: www.brad.ac.uklad,ninlcented/paysu/ 
Head of Unit: Dr George Sheeran; Co-ordinator: Dr Paul Jennings 
Address, as above, plus postcode BD7 IDP, Tel. 01274 236226, or 233224 
The Unit aims to promote knowledge and understanding of the past and present 
of the Pennines. Activities include seminars, supervision of post-graduate 
research and occasional publications. 

West Yorkshire Archives Service (Bradford Office) 
Central Library, Princes Way, Bradford 851 INN. Tel. 01274 435099; website: 
www.archives.org.wyjs.uk; entail: bradford@wyjs.org.uk 
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the Journal oftheJ B Priestley, and Brontë Studies. 

Ken Kenzie has had a life-long interest in Bradford's history. He helped found and now 
chairs the Bradford Memory Bank. 

Mary Twentyman and her husband Geoff are active in local history matters in South Bradford 
and helped secure lottery funding for an archaeological survey in Judy Woods. Mary is 
currently researching the origins of the Low Moor Iron Company. 

Margaret and Dennis Warwick Margaret Warwick is a former senior lecturer in History at 
Bradford College and joint author with Dennis of several articles and books on Burley, the 

most recent being Independent Burley: a village, its people, and its councils (2006). Dennis 
Warwick is a former lecturer in Sociology, now Life Fellow, University of Leeds. Both 
have lived in Burley-in-Wharfedale for over 45 years. 

Anne Wilkinson recently completed a doctorate at Leeds Metropolitan University on 
'Provincial Urban Culture: Art and Public Performance in Leeds and Bradford, 1900-1950'. 
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Figure!: Bowling. From James Bain 1938 map of Bradford (Geographia). Not: This is 
not the map used byBu tier Wood. 



BOWLING AND BOLLING HALL 

By Butler Wood 

Text of a talk given by Butler Wood (1854-1934), Director of the City of Bradford 
Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum, prior to the opening ofBolling Hall Museum in 
1915.2 

In view of the fact that Boiling Hall has now become the property of the 
citizens of Bradford, it appeared to me to be specially appropriate that I 
should comply with Mr Parker's request for a slight summary of its history 
for a Bowling audience, more especially as the committee which I have the 
honour to serve has been entrusted with the administration of a scheme 
devised for utilising the building for the benefit of the City. As, however, one 
cannot disassociate the Hall from the general history of the Bowling 
township, I propose to say a few words in this connection before dealing 
particularly with the building itself. 

Having, as a child, lived in Hall Lane, my eailiest associations are bound 

up with the district. Two things stand out in my childish recollections: one 
was the red glare of the Bowling ironworks, and the other the incessant 
hammering at Holdsworth's boiler works at the bottom of Croft Street. 
What a change since those stirring times! The boiler works have disappeared 
and the Ironworks are now a ghastly desert. My youthful imagination was 
also captured by the fame of a certain engine driver who rejoiced in the 
name of Hell-fire Jack and who worked a locomotive called Brassey on the 
line crossing Hall Lane. At that time it was a favourite recreation of the 
children to go up to the Hall Lane crossing to watch the passing of the 
famous locomotive at the then lightning speed of 20 miles an hour. 

It may be well to state that the township of Bowling was a separate 
entity up to 1846, when it was incorporated with Bradford, along with 
Horton and Manningham. I have here a plan published at that date (Figure 
1 opposite), showing the boundaries of the various townships, and it appears 
that those of Bowling were roughly as follows: starting at Chandos St., it 
ran along the right hand side of Wakefield Road up to this very chapel [in 
which the talk was being given], crossing to Bowling Back Lane, following it 
on the right hand side to Swaine Green, along Sticker Lane to Broad Lane, 
then following a line parallel to Sticker Lane as far as Dudley Hill Station, 
then along the south side of Rooley Lane to Wibsey Bank Foot, beyond which 
it followed a stream which ran down past Mitchell's Mill at the bottom of 
Bowling Old Lane, and thence to the end of Chandos Street. There was a Toll-
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bar close to the end of Hall Lane near the Wheat-Sheaf Inn, and another at 
Swaine Green. 
I think you will agree with me when I say that the outstanding feature in 

the history of Bowling, apart from the Flail, is the famous ironworks. It is 
these which have dominated the position ever since they were formed in 
1784. The original founders were John Sturges of Wakefield, and Richard 
Paley, an iron merchant of Leeds. The firm commenced with making small 
articles such as flat-irons, possnits, sash and clock weights, and domestic 
ovens and fireplaces. In those days the ovens and fireplaces were the property 
of the tenants, and the Company did a roaring trade in these articles. Many 
are still to be found in the old houses, and some were exceedingly beautiful 
in design. In 1788 furnaces for smelting the iron ore were set up. 

It is interesting to note that the plates for the first boiler put down at Low 
Moor Ironworks were made at Bowling, so in a sense it may be said that this 
great firm had its beginnings in Back Lane. Thus commenced the production 
of what became known as the best Yorkshire iron, which was afterwards 
famous all over the civilized world. 

Shortly after the operations commenced at Bowling, the old mansion at 
the principle entrance in Back Lane was built as a residence for Mr Paley, 
but after 1838 it was turned into the offices of the Company. I believe it is still 
standing. The firm at once entered into agreements with the neighbouring 
landowners for the mineral rights, and from that time dated the sinking of 
many of the pits which are to be found in the locality. I do not know what the 
average depth of the shafts may be, but I know that one sunk near Bowling 
Church was 190 feet deep. The coal obtained was not of the best quality, nor 
were the seams very thick. The two principle ones, the Black Bed and the 
Bitter Bed, were only 2.6 inches thick in each case, while the bands of Iron 
Ore were only a few inches. The Bitter Bed was most valuable on account of 
its freedom from sulphur, which is an undesirable element in the smelting of 
iron. It lies about 100 feet below the Black Bed seams. 
I fancy the Company during its existence practically exhausted the supply, 

and if it were possible to X-ray the ground about Bowling we should find it 
is undermined from end to end with subterranean passages. 

For the supply of the Black Bed coal for domestic purposes, a tramway 
was formerly laid along the line of the present Hammerton Street to a staithe 
near the bottom. As a boy I well remember the coal carts come creaking 
down and being possessed of a violent ambition to become a cart driver. 
Alas! it was never realised. 

The Bowling Company soon went for bigger game than frying pans and 
flat irons, for we find that as early as 1790 a large business was done with 
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the British Government in guns and shot and shell, which did splendid 
service at Trafalgar, Waterloo and the bombardment of Algiers. 

In later times of peace, boiler plates, girders, engine machinery and all 
the iron material used in building, were turned out in great quantities. As 
an instance of enterprise it may be mentioned that the two first hammers to 
be erected in England were at Bowling and Low Moor. But there came a time 
when the mineral resources became exhausted and this once flourishing 
business gradually declined. In 1896 the manufacture of iron came to an 
end. There was a rumour in 1900 that there was an intention to convert the 
old ironworks into a huge armament factory, but nothing came of it, and so 
the glory has departed from what was once the most important foundry in 
England. 

Other industrial features of Bowling history must be very briefly dealt 
with. Perhaps the most important is the dyeworks belonging to the famous 
Ripley firm. It was originally started in three cottages near the present 
railway bridge in Ripley Street by a George Ripley at the beginning of last 
century. A few years later a removal was made near the present works, but 
even then it was a very small affair. For years the goods taken in to dye 
consisted of stocking yarn, hearth rugs, and the re-dying of men's and 
women's clothes. In 1821 there were only eighteen men and boys about the 
place. 

On the death of George Ripley in 1834 the firm took its present name of 
Edward Ripley and Sons. About this time Henry Ripley came on the scene, 
and though he was barely come of age, he soon became the ruling spirit of 
the firm. 

Orders for dying piece goods now came in large quantities. Cudworth 
tells how on one occasion an order came in for five hundred pieces, and the 
senior partner was so staggered by the event that he thought the reckless 
merchant had taken leave of his senses. Henry's experiments with dye wares 
were looked upon by his father as a shocking waste of time, but they led to 
such a superior quality of work as made the firm a world wide reputation. 

In one respect the firm is greatly favoured by a supply of very soft water, 
which is essential for good dyeing. This is obtained from shafts which yield 
no less than one million and a quarter gallons per day. 

The first worsted manufactory erected in Bowling was Prospect Mill, only a 
few doors below your own chapel. It was erected by the Bowling Iron Company 
in 1819, the first occupants being Messrs. Bankart and Benson. Victoria Mill, a 
little above the railway bridge, was built in 1838, and was so called because the 
chimney was finished on Queen Victoria's coronation day. 

What is known as Tankards' Mill was built in 1845, but there were many 
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small occupiers before Mr Tankard took the entire building. Time forbids 
me to follow this subject at greater length, but further details are to be found 
in Mr Cudworth's book, which can be obtained at any of the Public Libraries. 
I should have liked to refer to the now disused brickyards where the 

famous firm of contractors, Messrs. Pearson, first began operations, and 
Bowling Tide with its reminiscences of beef and pickles, of the Rev. J. P. 
Chown's long residence in the house at the top of Hall Lane, but these and 
many other things are impossible in the time at my disposal. I will therefore 
proceed at once with my remarks on the historic mansion, which in this 
district is a household word. 

The first historical mention of Boiling is found in the Domesday Book which, 
as you are aware, is a record instituted by William the Conqueror of all the 
holders of land at the time of the Conquest. It was spelt Bollinc by the Norman 
Scribe, but there can be no doubt that the pronunciation of the name was 
then as it is now, and that it was a family name. It is an exception in this 
sense that most places named after a family have the termination 'ham' 
attached, as 'Manningham' - home of the 'Manning' family. It is doubtful 
when the change in the name from Boiling to Bowling took place, but ina 
survey made in 1757 the word Bowling appears to have been commonly 
used. At the time of the Domesday Survey a man named Sindi was in 
possession. He held four carucates of land, which was as much as team of 
eight oxen could plough. 

In accordance with the Conqueror's custom, immense tracts of land were 
granted to his followers, amongst them being Ilbert de Lacy who held 
practically the whole of the West Riding and part of East Lancashire as his 
share of the spoil, and the land would be held under him. 

The first trustworthy record of the Boiling family occurs in the year 
1296, when one William de Boiling is recorded as holding three carucates of 
land. The estate must have been fairly extensive at this time, for we find that 
the family had already granted a portion of land to the Abbey of Kirkstall. In 
1379 the Boiling estate was further increased by the then owner marrying 
the heiress of the Manors of Thornton, Allerton and Denholme. This I take it 
was the high water mark of the family's prosperity. 

During the Wars or the Roses many great families came to grief and that of 
Boiling did not escape disaster. In 1460 Robert Boiling's estates were confiscated, 
but he ultimately recovered them. Tristram Bolling, Robert's eldest son, fought 
alongside his father on the bloody field of Towton. He died atChellow, leaving the 
property to his daughter Rosamund, who by her marriage with Sir Richard 
Tempest of Bracewell, brought the estate into the possession of this family. The 
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last remnant of the Bollings died at Chellow in 1730. Another branch settled in 
Virginia, where their descendants still flourish. 

The son of the Tempests who married the Bolling heiress was also named 
Richard. He was an ardent Royalist, being made a colonel under Charles the 
First when only 23 years of age. During the siege of Bradford he took up arms 
for the King, and it was at Bolling Hall that the Earl of Newcastle fixed up his 
quarters during the second siege. 

Before the end of The Great Civil War we find that Tempest laid down his 
arms and submitted to Lord Fairfax, the Parliamentary General. He does 
not escape the consequences of his loyalty to the King, however, for he had to 
submit to a fine of £1746, which would probably mean double the amount 
today. It is likely that this proved too much for his resources for we find that 
in 1657, the estate passed into the hands of John Rushworth, the noted 
historian. 

The next change in ownership occurred in 1680 when it passed to the 
Lindley family. From them it passed by inheritance to the Lindley Woods, 
one of whom was created Viscount Halifax. The estate was purchased by 
MrJ.G. Paley in 1834, and it was from his successor that the Hall was acquired 
by the Corporation. 

Since the year 1800 the Hall has been successively tenanted by T. Mason, 
Mr Horsfall, J. Aked, Mr Illingworth, Wm. Walker, J. M. Tankard, the last 
being Mr A. D. Ellis who was manager of Bowling Ironworks. 

Of Mr Tankard, who died in 1887, Cudworth heard him relate how when 
a youth, he had looked on Boiling Hall with envious eyes, and had said that 
if he ever became a rich man he would live there. Mr Tankard was then in 
very poor circumstances, but time brought him wealth, and his ambition to 
live there was ultimately realised. I daresay some of you remember how the 
Sunday School scholars used to visit the Hall during his residency. 
I myself well remember Mr Walker of Wood's and Walker's Mill passing 

regularly down Wakefield Road on his way to the old mills, which were 
then on the site of the present Lancashire & Yorkshire railway goods 
warehouse. He was a fine stately white haired man as I recollect him. 

With many apologies for this brief and imperfect sketch of Bowling and 
Boiling Hall, Twill conclude by outlining the scheme which the City Council 
have adopted for utilising the Hall for public service. 

Thefinal part of Mr Wood's talk has not survived. 

'The typescript of Mr Wood's talk was found among papers donated to the Bradford City 
Libraries in 1998. 
'The map shown as Figure 1 is not that referred to by Mr Wood. 
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THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE, THORNTON 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

By Alan Whitworth 

THE VICTORIAN pre-occupation with self-improvement and education led 
to the establishment of a number of educational facilities. At Thornton, for 
instance, a fine Mechanics' Institute was built that was to serve the 
community for many years. 

With the object of 'the dissemination of useful knowledge and the social 
intercourse and recreation of its members', Thornton's Mechanics' Institute 
was founded in 1834, two years after one opened in Bradford. Initially sited 
in the old Kipping School on Market Street, the Thornton Mechanics' Institute 
removed after only a few months into the Athenaeum Rooms in Commercial 
Street owned by Joseph and Frank Craven, who ran Dole Mill after Messrs 
Craven and Harrop. Here rooms were rented by the week. Unfortunately, 
there are few particulars available to us about the early days of the Institute, 
but it is known that the first library consisted of 114 books and was opened 
for use by the members on 1st August 1834. By the close of 1851 the library 
had more than doubled the number of volumes to 271 and continued to 
grow until the Bradford Corporation opened a branch library in the village 
in 1903. At that time the Institute handed over to the Corporation 2,600 
books, which were accepted by Mr. Butler Wood on behalf of the Free Library 
Committee. 

From its foundation the Mechanics' Institute proved a success and 
membership continued to expand. In 1861 there were 120 members and by 
1871 this figure had reached 298. But by 1876, numbers had dwindled to 
246, the falling off of members being attributed to the establishment of night 
classes held in the Board School.' 

In 1866 a house next to the old parsonage on Market Street was rented for 
the Institute. By November 1868 the continued popularity of the Institute 
brought about the question of the necessity of a new building in which to 
establish the prospering institution. Later, at a meeting of the members held 
in the National School on 17 December it was resolved "that it is desirable to 
increase the accommodation for the members". At this meeting, Mr Joseph 
Craven of Ashlield, made a generous offer to provide a large amount of 
money toward the erection of a suitable building. A sub-committee was 
elected to take charge of finding a site. Two sites were found: a site on New 
Street was seriously considered, and another was offered by Mr. Francis 
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Craven. This was to be made available at a cost of five shillings per yard, 
with the promise to return three shillings a yard as a contribution to the 
building fund. Not long afterwards, however, the committee received a letter 
from Joseph Craven that read: 

Gentlemen, 
Understanding that you are in doubt whether any of the sites, 

which you have had up to this date before you, were just as you 
wish, I beg to say that last night I purchased a field and cottages in 
front of our wool warehouse, which has a frontage to the main street 
between Kipping Chapel and Mr. Leach's property, which will come 
into my possession in May next, and should you think the site fronting 
the main street a desirable one, I shall be glad to convey to you as 
much of it as you think for your purpose, free of cost, and 1 will also 
give a subscription amounting to one-third of any money you may 
be able to raise towards your building fund. Should you think any 
other site more suitable, my former offer of one half up to £500 will 
still be at your service. 

Trusting that the result of your deliberations in this matter will 
bring with it great and good results is the earnest desire of yours 
very truly, 

Joseph Craven 

This magnanimous offer from Mr. Craven was of course, gladly accepted, 
and steps were taken immediately by the committee to realise their desired 
object. A circular was printed and issued, signed by the President and 
Secretary (Mr. Collingwood Pollard and Mr. Joseph Craven, junior, 
respectively) stating the advantages which this new enterprise offered to 
the inhabitants. It also urged those that were not members to enrol, 
undoubtedly with the obvious intention of raising funds by raising 
membership numbers in the first instance. 

Following this, the non-sectarian character of the Mechanics' Institute 
enabled the committee to seek support from a wide selection of parties. 
Being essentially for the welfare of the labouring classes, and under the 
management of a committee elected by its own members, it was anticipated 
that the people of Thornton "would not allow the movement for a new 
building to fail for want of a hearty and generous support". 

In due course, with the preparations for the commencement of a new 
building pushed forward, the foundation stone was laid on 2"' July 1870 by 
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Mr. Joseph Craven of Ashfield, Thornton. In attendance was Mr. Alfred 
Illingworth, MP, who addressed the company. It was also an occasion for 
festivities and accordingly the day was declared a holiday with work 
stopping. A procession took place consisting of 'the Thornton Brass Band, 
the Trustees, Committee and Members of the Mechanics' Institute, the 
members of the Local Board, the children attending different Sunday Schools 
to the number of some 1500, the 3rd West Yorkshire Rifle Volunteer Brass 
Band and members of the six Friendly Societies' that existed in Thornton at 
that date. 

On the following Monday, the Bradford Observer reported: 

 The site of the new Institute is a piece of ground facing the main 
street of Thornton and immediately opposite Prospect Mills at the 
end of Kipping Independent Chapel. The Institute is to be a plain 
square building, pitch-faced in the front and devoid of much external 
show. In the interior there are to be three rooms on the ground floor, 
consisting of a coffee room, reading room and library, besides the 
curator's house, and upstairs the building is to contain two class-
rooms and a conversation room. Two of the upstairs and two of the 
ground floor rooms are to be 22 feet by 20 feet in dimensions and the 
other rooms are to be each 19 feet by 18 feet. The exterior area of the 
building will be 22 yards by 13 yards. It is intended that a lecture 
room shall afterwards be added to be built on the south end of the 
building, but at present it is not included in the estimated costs. The 
cost of the building, as at present planned, will be according to 
contracts £1127 and towards this there has been subscribed already, 
exclusive of the collection at the foundation stone laying on Saturday, 
£945. Mr George Smith is the architect... 

He [Mr. A Illingworth] remembered when he used to visit that 
village about thirty years ago, as a school boy, with a playfellow of 
his well known then and respected since, and even in the period 
intervening since then a silent revolution had been going on. It had 
been well said by the President of the Institute that although 
elementary education might be undertaken as the work of Parliament 
it could do little good unless it was supplemented by institutions 
such as this. Mr. F S Powell was the next speaker. After expressing the 
pleasure it gave him to be present, he said he regarded the assembly 
now gathered together as a declaration by the working men of 
Thornton that they were determined that their hours of leisure should 
not be hours of vacancy, but that they should be employed in healthy 
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and wholesome recreation... 
• . . Addresses were afterwards given by Mr B Priestley, the 

Reverend James Gregory and the Reverend Mr. Salt. The last named. 
also tendered the thanks of the Committee to the subscribers and to 

those gentlemen who had taken part in the proceedings. Mr J Craven, 
Mr Powell and Mr Illingworth briefly replied, and the proceedings 
were then closed by the singing of the National Anthem. 

The new building was completed in about twelve months, and was opened 
by Mr E Miall, MI', on Saturday, 151 July 1871, when it was seen that the 
building erected closely followed the proposed plan. (Figure 1) 

With a central entrance, to the left, on entering, was a room reserved for 
refreshments with a serving window communicating with the curator's 
kitchen. On the right hand side was a classroom and behind it a library 
room, while the curator's residence was to the rear of the refreshment room. 
For many years the library was tended by Mr Thomas Parker, who on his 
retirement was presented a time-piece. On the upper floor, approached by a 
staircase lighted with dome windows in the roof, were two classrooms 
divided by a partition, which when thrown back created a large single 

Figure 1: The New Mechanics' Institute, Market Street, Thornton, 1871. 
Photo: Bradford Libraries. 
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room suitable for many uses. There was a third classroom upstairs and a 
small office for the use of the secretary. 

The eventual cost of the land and buildings was £1400 of which over 
£1000 had, by then, been subscribed. It is interesting to note that of the 653 
parties that contributed toward the subscription, 450 were individual 
working men who paid a total of £405 4s Od. 

The contractors and actual costs (with estimates) were: 

Masons John Drake & Sons £620 £629 5s 9d 
Joiners IIlingworth Bros. £296 £304 16s 61/2d 
Plumbers Edwin Bairstow £69 £74 us 61/2d 
Heating Charles Nelson £50 £50 Os Od 
Plasterers John Gawthorpe £78 £80 16s 8d 
Slaters J Smithies £47 £49 2s lid 
Painters William Thomas £15 £15 Os Od 
Architect George Smith £42 £42 12s 6d 

£1256 5s lid 
Furnishings etc £191 is 4d 
Gross Total £1447 7s 3d 

In 1880 a large hall capable of seating 350 persons was added. This was 
provided at the total expense of Mr. Joseph Craven and was presented as a 
memorial to his son, Joshua, who died at the early age of twenty-five while 
President of the Mechanics' Institute. Seven years later, on 4 October 1887, a 
bust of Joshua Craven was unveiled at the institute by Mr. Swire Smith, of 
Keighley. Earlier, on 19th October 1875, a similar ceremony took place when 
a portrait in oils of the Reverend James Gregory, a former minister of the 
Kipping Chapel, was unveiled. He was one of the original founders of the 
Thornton Mechanics' Institute, who had died shortly before. A short 
testimony was later printed which read, in part: 

In every good work in Thornton he took a large and prominent part, 
and gave time and labour ungrudgingly. As the founder of the 
Mechanics' Institute, and as founder of not a few educational and 
social improvements, he proved himself a true benefactor to the 
village. He was ready on all occasions to encourage the young men in 
their praiseworthy efforts to consolidate and strengthen the Institute, 
and none rejoiced more than he when these efforts, aided by generous 
donors, resulted in the present substantial and commodious 
structure. It is right to say that the young men never omitted suitable 
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opportunities of expressing their gratitude to their old friend. Only 
two or three weeks before Mr Gregory's last illness, at the request of 
members of the Institute, he sat to an artist for a painting of himself, 
to be hung in the Institute, as first President, along with that of the 
last President, the deeply-lamented Joshua Craven, junior.' 

With the completion of the new lecture hall, the Institute entered upon a period 
of great activity and rapid development. University extension lectures were 
introduced and became so popular and well patronised that even the new large 
ball proved totally inadequate. No less than 550 crowded into the hall to hear the 
first talk. In response to the problem, the committee secured the use of the 
Congregational Chapel for the remaining five lectures, which had been arranged 
with the Gilchrist Trust, all of which attracted very large audiences. 

The main source of enlightenment was its excellent public reading room, 
with a plentiful supply of daily newspapers, illustrated weeklies and 
magazines. The Times arrived at Thornton about four o'clock in the afternoon 
and during the Crimean War the letters of the correspondents were read 
aloud to members, especially those letters from correspondents in the Crimea 
and Baltic. For scholars leaving elementary schools, night school classes 
were organised to teach shorthand, book-keeping, textiles, French, 
mathematics and chemistry, subjects of great use to those employed in the 
district, which made them very popular. 

In October 1887, Mr. Joseph Craven founded a Scholarship Trust with an 
investment of £1,000 in Bradford Corporation Debenture Stock at 3½%. The 
variety of subjects to be taught was enlarged and the scholarships were 
tenable either at the Mechanics' Institute or at the Bradford Technical College. 
Classes available especially for girls, in addition to those mentioned, included 
nursing, StJohn's Ambulance First Aid, cooking, dressmaking and millinery. 
In short, the Institute became a hive of industry and an indispensable 
community resource. 

In 1900 Thornton village was incorporated into the Borough of Bradford, 
and the Institute's educational work was taken out of its hands by the local 
Education Authority. From this date the Mechanics' Institute became purely 
a social club and community centre. A cinema was introduced in 1911 and 
proved extremely popular for many years, although at the beginning 'much 
criticism' was made of the Cinema Committee because of faulty films and 
break-downs due to poor equipment, but alterations to the projection room 
soon cured these problems. (Figure 2 overleaf) For a time it continued to 
prosper, but the First World War (1914-18) seriously depleted the 
membership numbers and the Second World War (1939-45) caused further 
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Figure2: Thornton. Kipping Chapel and movie house (previouslj Mechanics' 
Institute. Photo: Bradford Libraries. 

reductions. Following this war the changed habits of society and the advent 
of television brought the Mechanics' Institute to financial ruin. Eventually 
the Management Committee called in the Trustees and stated that they 
could no longer carry on: all its reserves had gone and they were losing 
money each week. Finally it was decided to cease operations and toward 
the mid-1950s it closed its doors for good. 

Not wishing to lose such a useful building, in 1958 it was offered to Bradford 
City Council for no cost and with the remaining Institutes finances, in the hope 
that a suitable community use could be found for the building. After deliberations, 
the City Council turned down the Trustees' offer, mostly on the grounds that the 
financial obligations of taking over a Trust Fund would hamper future plans. In 
a final twist, it was decided to put the building up for sale and approaches were 
made to a Mr. Fred Cresswell who agreed to purchase the Mechanics' Institute 
building free of any encumbrances. Not long afterwards, however, in December 
1960, Bradford City Council began negotiations to buy the building from Mr. 
Cresswell on the grounds that his proposals for the building were unsuitable for 
the Market Street site .3 
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Filially, the Mechanics' Institute was acquired by Bradford City Council, 
who demolished the building in 1961 and cleared the entire site, which was 
then later developed leaving little or no trace of the former Mechanics' Institute 
that had served the village of Thonton so well for over a century. 

Notes and References 

1. Cudworth, William Round About Bradford. 1876 
2. Memorial of the Reverend James Gregory. 
3. Bradford Daily Telegraph 21 December 1959; 28 December 1960. 

A List of Presidents of the Mechanics' Institute 

From the formation of the Mechanics' Institute in 1834 down to the year 1867, the Officers 
and Directors were elected every half-year in January and July. From 1868 to 1894 the 
elections were for a full year; the Annual General Meetings being held on the last Friday in 
March. In 1895 it was decided that the Directors should remain in office until 30 June each 
year, and since that date until its closure, the AGM and Election of Officers took place on 
the last Friday in June and the second Tuesday in July respectively. 
We have no records of the officials from the year 1835 until 1861, but from the following 
year the names below are the Presidents who served the Mechanics' Institute at Thornton 
until the outbreak of the Second World War. 

1834 Rev James Gregory 
1863-4 Jonathan Northrop 
1867-8 William Pickle 
1870-6 John Wilkinson 
1878 Rev John Stevenson 
1883 John Hey 
1885 Jonas Robertshaw 
1887-8 George Townend 
1890 Mr Collingwood Pollard 
1892-3 Edward Thewlis 
1896-7 William Pickles 
1900-5 S Hainsworth 
1917-8 Joe Bell 
1922-4 F Spencer 
1927-8 F Leach 
1931-3 J C Erinworth 
1935-61 H Craven 

1862 Mr Phineas Craven 
1865-6 Phineas Craven 
1869 Henry Hainsworth 
1877 Rev Bamford Burrows 
1879-82 Thomas Waldron, MA 
1884 Joseph Craven 
1886 Caleb Tapp 
1889 Rev E H Steel 
1891 R Mulholland 
1894-5 Dr Drake 
1898-9 W J Middleton 
1900-16 Caleb Tapp 
1919-21 James Booth 
1924-6 J Wilman 
1929-30 A Wilson 
1933-5 
1937-81 Waddington 
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BEYOND THE SUBSCRIPTION CONCERTS: 

ORCHESTRAL MUSIC PLAYED ELSEWHERE IN 

BRADFORD, 19OO5O 

By Anne Wilkinson 

Editor's note: This article follows on from 'The Bradford Subscription Concerts, 
1865-1950' which appeared in The Bradford Antiquary for 2008. 

Although the Bradford Subscription Concerts were the most prestigious 
musical events in the city during the first half of the twentieth century, 
there were other opportunities to hear orchestral music performed live in 
the city. In the summer of 1943 (out of the usual concert season) five concerts 
were performed on consecutive nights at the Prince's Theatre, Bradford, by 
the Hallé Orchestra. The orchestra's centenary festival booklet spoke of this 
as a comeback after a crisis, with the reconstructed orchestra displaying 
'cosmopolitan style, refinement of tone and fiery blaze' under the baton of 
their new conductor, John Barbirolli.' The 'old' Hallé had been disbanded on 
30 June 1943 and Barbirolli had only five weeks to audition and rehearse 
new players along with the thirty-nine who remained; a third of the players 
were women. Although the audience for the first Bradford concert, on 5 July, 
was not a large one, 'audiences and enthusiasm increased during the week' 
and the 7 July performance was a sell-out.' 

The Yorkshire Observer spoke of 'a rarer refinement than we have hitherto 
known' in the Hallé's playing, opening its review by saying 'the reconstituted 
Hallé is an orchestra, as distinct from a fortuitous concurrence of 
instrumental atoms' and noted that the queue for gallery seats had begun 
some two and a half hours before the start of the concert? There were no 
vacant seats for the concert of 8 July, for which the programme was made 
up of popular works. At the end of the week it was reported that 'the new 
orchestra has undoubtedly won its spurs; and the fact that Bradford was 
chosen for the scene of its send-off will help to perpetuate the city's ancient 
and worthy musical tradition'.' 

While the Hallé Orchestra's concerts (whether part of the Subscription 
Concerts or not) could be classed as 'high' culture, what of the programmes 
of other, smaller orchestras? A local body of musicians, the Bradford 
Permanent Orchestra, played a series of concerts in the St. George's Hall in 
the 1920s; these were also subscription concerts for which ticket prices 
ranged from 15/- for a serial stalls seat in 1921-2 to 9d. for a single in the side 
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gallery (with between two and three hundred single tickets being sold for 
each concert), at a time when the cheapest seat for a Bradford Subscription 
Concert was 1/3d. The revenue from subscribers rose from £658 in 1922-3 to 
£818 in 1925-6, with an average attendance at concerts of 2200, so that the 
seats behind the orchestra were used. This showed a substantial rise in the 
number of subscribers from the beginning of the period (when there were 
about 600 of them) and also that a significant number of people bought 
single tickets (for an individual concert - probably about 450 per concert 
based on the data above). However there were no concerts the following 
season as St. George's Hall was not available on a Saturday night. Evening 
dress was optional but ladies in the Stalls were asked to remove their hats.' 
In 1928 Sutcliffe Smith wrote of the Bradford Permanent Orchestra that it 
had 'lately become a thing of the past; its dissolution being largely due to 
differences among its members and supporters 16 - a pity when the concerts 
seem to have been so popular and well-supported. But there was another 
local orchestra, the Philharmonic. 

With its concerts performed at a different venue, the Bradford 
Philharmonic Orchestra was noted for its increasing vitality: Sutcliffe Smith 
said, 'it bids fair to uphold many of the city's highest orchestral traditions'! 
Established in 1926, the first concert season was played at the Morley Street 
picture house in the city centre. A concert on 5th December included works 
by Beethoven, Schubert and Grieg, and also Jamfeldt, Rameau, Delius and 
Grainger, ending with Party's Jerusalem. In addition the programme noted 
the result of a ballot taken by the British Music Society, 'for the choice of a 
work new to Bradford, for small orchestra, by a prominent British composer' 
to be performed later in the season. Over a thousand votes had been cast in 
all, indicating considerable enthusiasm in the city for the promotion of new 
British music. 
A programme dated 27th March 1927 said, when there were doubts as to 

whether the concerts would be allowed to continue, 'it is unbelievable that 
in a place like Bradford, there is no room for music on Sundays.' The following 
season saw the orchestra play a series of twenty-two Sunday concerts at 
the Theatre Royal, Manningham Lane. These were much more informal, for 
smoking was encouraged, evening dress discouraged and yearly birthday 
parties held. A double serial ticket for the Front Circle could be had for five 
guineas, a single for the Back Stalls cost 1/2d. The programme for the second 
birthday concert on 12th February 1928 stated that, 'owing to the temporary 
cessation of activities on the part of Bradford's only other full orchestra - the 
Bradford Permanent Orchestra - the Philharmonic Orchestra has been raised 
to full strength.' This suggests that players from the defunct orchestra had 
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joined the Philharmonic. The following season the concerts started a quarter 
of an hour later, at 8.00, rather than 7.45, so that those who had been to 
church could attend afterwards, and it was noted that the number of 
subscribers increased six-fold.' It was acknowledged that not many towns 
in the North of England were as fortunate as Bradford in having a Watch 
Committee so understanding as to allow Sunday concerts. The Bradford 
Philharmonic Orchestra provided music of a serious nature (including that 
of newer composers) but in a more relaxed atmosphere and a less prestigious 
venue, indicating a rather less exclusive social cachet than applied to the 
Subscription Concerts, and possibly a rather different (more bohemian?) 
clientele. 

In 1934J. B. Priestley, having decided 'to see what there is to do in Bradford 
on a wet Sunday night' noted the fact that while the pubs were open, no 
'obviously better places' were, for he thought, 'playgoing, listening to music' 
and other pursuits no less suitable to fill a Sunday night.' The last season for 
both these sets of concerts seems to have been 1929, with no later records 
having been found for either the Bradford Philharmonic or the Bradford 
Permanent Orchestras. 

The concerts of the Bradford Philharmonic and Permanent Orchestras 
were lower down the cultural hierarchy than the Subscription Concerts; 
although serious music was played and the concerts of both these orchestras 
were well-supported, the venues were less prestigious, the tickets were 
cheaper (and hence accessible to more people, making the events less 
exclusive) and the atmosphere was informal and more relaxed, attracting a 
different clientele than did the Subscription Concerts. In these respects the 
concerts of the two Bradford orchestras did not fulfil the criteria necessary 
for inclusion in the category of 'high' culture. This was being met by the 
Hallé at the Subscription Concerts, its association with Bradford being later 
described as disadvantageous to attempts at establishing a local 
independent professional orchestra, such as the Permanent or 
Philharmonic." Although other orchestras contributed to the concert life of 
the city during the first half of the twentieth century it was the Bradford 
Subscription Concerts which were the leading and longest-lasting concert 
series of the period. 
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WALTER SCOTT (1878 - 1947) 

AND HIS PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPANY 

By Graham Hall 

In 1990 I wrote an article about the Bradford postcard pioneer Alfred Coe 
(Bradford Antiquary Third Series Number 5) which ended with his business 
going into liquidation in late 1905. However, that was not the end of the 
story as we shall see. 

George Walter Scott was born in Barnstaple, Devon, on the 8th of February, 
1878, one of six children - four boys and two girls. In 1890 the family moved to 
Exeter when a fine arts and photographic business was purchased. Walter was 
educated at Heles School, Exeter, where he gained the school leaving certificate. 
But the family's connection with the town was relatively short for in 1895 they 
moved again, this time to London. Owen, the eldest son, was undoubtedly 
involved with the family business in Exeter and was eager to gain further 
experience. In October, 1900, he gained a position in the art department of Messrs. 
Durhams of Leeds and so moved north. 

Staff outing to Fountains Abbey, 15th May, 1946 Walter Scott is pictured 
immediately behind the pillar with his svfeMaud holding the handbag to the right. 
Many in this group have been identified. Oswimm F. Hingley, the company's main view 

photographer, is standing to the extreme right. 
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As early as 1896, aged eighteen, 
Walter had gained a photographic 
apprenticeship with the 
renowned firm of Elliott & Fry of 
55/56, Baker Street, London. This 
firm were famous for their studies 
of Royalty and Victorian 
celebrities, so a good firm to teach 
Walter the skills of his chosen 
profession. 

Owen's move to Leeds seems to 
have been an excellent decision 
because within weeks he was 
urging young Walter to join him. 
His elder brother's persuasions 
appear to have been too strong to 
resist and eventually Walter 
decided to send samples of his 
work done at Elliott & Fry to 
Messrs. Durhams. This resulted in 
Walter being engaged as an 
operator in a recently opened 
studio. Some years later in the 
journal, The Professional Photographer, Walter Scott paid generous tribute to a 
gentleman in connection with the skills he had gained: "My fledgling days 
were spent at Messrs. Elliott & Fry's, and to one of their former operators, 
Mr. Frank Hart, I must ever be grateful for most of my knowledge as an 
operator". We shall return later in our story to this fascinating journal. 

Sadly the new-found position at Messrs. Durhams was relatively short-
-lived. Sometime during 1904 the firm closed down giving all their employees 
one week's notice. In Walter's diary for that year he makes interesting, if 
rather sad, comment. Written on the evening of the 31st of January, 1904: 

Returned by 10:50 p.m. - told Mr. & Mrs. Pearson the news. Received 
note from Rosemont". It is thought he was lodging with the former whilst 
the latter were very well known Leeds based photographers who had been 
the successful bidders in gaining the position of official photographers at 
the Bradford Exhibition held that year. Durhams and Rosemonts were 
friendly rivals and the latter would know of Walter Scott's work. Were they 
offering him a job? This we may never know because there is no further 
reference to the matter in Walter's diary. 

Selfportrait of Walter Scott taken five 
months before his death in 1947. 
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One of a number ofpicture postcards produced by Walter Scott of thefamous Church 
Bank tram accident in July, 1907. 

Written in the diary for Wednesday the 31 of February, 1904, is the 
following: "Went to business. Had talk with Mr. Durham but closes business 
right away. Had to refuse to take sittings". Thursday the 4th of February: 
"On arriving at business found the blinds drawn down for the last time at 
Durhams. Bunnies of Liverpool buying the entire stock, bar photo 
department." Later in the diary, under a confusion of dates but certainly 
towards the end of Mayor the early part of June: "Called at E. & F. (Elliott & 
Fry) saw Mr. Simmond and Mr. Ernest Elliot fixed up at ten shillings per 
day". On an adjacent page with an altered date Walter wrote: "Received 
letter from Mr. Simmond asking if I cared to do odd days work for Elliott & 
Fry. Rang him up, arranged to call on Friday. Spent the day calling on 
wholesale firms re opening for a studio". Again on the next page: "Went on 
to E. & F. got camera ready for tomorrow". Over the next few days there are 
short comments in the diary about some of the outside projects he was 
involved in at Elliott & Fry - such as carrying out some work at Stanmore 
Golf Club. 

The intermittent work at Elliott &Fiy carried on for some months and reading 
the brief comments in his diary one gains the impression that it was not an 
entirely satisfactory arrangement for young Walter. Perhaps he was unhappy 
at doing what he had to do in order to earn a living rather than carry out more 
creative work. But Fate seems to have been hovering in the wings.... 
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In a diary entry marked December 11 11, 1904: "Reported myself at the 
Coe Collotype Co. offices, met by Mr. Shaw who took me to the studio in 
Church Bank: where we met Mr. Coe. The studio was in a very unfinished 
state, the masonry not having got finished. Weeks went by my time being 
occupied in outdoor work and general mucking around. The whole place I 
soon saw was in a terrible muddle, no brain to guide it. Mr. Coo a very nice 
enough little chap, but no idea of business whatever". Here the diary year 
has been changed by Walter to read 1905: "Consequently about the middle 
of October Mr. Maddocks - chief shareholder appointed a new manager (Mr. 
Scott). Mr. Coo resigns and goes out of the concern. At the end of November 
it is decided to wind up the Co. and it goes into liquidation, where it is at the 
present moment". He continues: "The studio is opened about middle of 
November, there is little chance business P.C. customers every Saturday 
afternoon. Have had to send people away owing to light failing and having 
no artificial. The studio is scheduled by the corporation to be pulled down in 
order to widen the street, so this adds a fresh complication. Mr. Maddocks in 
talking suggested if I cared to work the studio - he to back me privately but 
nothing could be decided until the affairs of company have been gone into". 

This one long passage in his diary - which continues with news from home 
and comments about his 'digs' - obviously reflects what was one of the most 

--1 
Another picture postcard illustration relating ton licensing bill demonstration held in 

Shipley, September, 1908. 
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significant periods in his life. It firmly establishes precise evidence of the 
demise of the Coe Collotype Company, the Bradford concern founded by 
Alfred Coe in 1885. We may never know all the facts surrounding the business 
affairs of Mr. Coe and no doubt there were a number of reasons why his 
company failed. Undoubtedly the tragic loss of his son Albert in April 1901, 
at the young age of 23 had a devastating effect on Alfred and perhaps it may 
have had some bearing on what followed. 

The comment about 'postcard customers' in the diary entry seems to 
point towards Walter knowing the commercial potential of such business. 
He was backed financially by Mr. Maddocks, of whom nothing is known, 
but within two years our enterprising Mr. Scott purchased his share of the 
business and so owned the company entirely. By this time both studio 
portrait work and real photographic postcards went hand in hand. The 
collotype printing process of postcards used and developed by Alfred Coe 
seems to have been totally abandoned by Walter Scott. Pure photographic 
postcards were issued by the Coe Company and it was down this road of 
commercial development that the new concern took and eventually achieved 
enormous success. 

Although Walter Scott was issuing photographic postcards from the 
inception of the company, none, so far as is known, were straightforward 
view cards in those early years. The majority were mainly anonymous 

A postcard relating to an early Independent Labour Party Bazaar in 1908. Note the 
participants depicted. 
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portraits of local people and church 
dignitaries along with a few which 
related to specific historic events in and 
around the Bradford and Leeds area. It 
seems Walter was a God-fearing man all 
his life and this was reflected in his work 
immediately before the First World War. 
The new Wesleyan Methodist head-
quarters in Bradford, Eastbrook Hall, 
which opened in 1904, is depicted on a 
number of Walter Scott cards, including 
several of the interior. 

Many national and internationally 
known stage celebrities visited his 
studios whenever a provincial tour 
brought them to Bradford during those 
halcyon Edwardian days and the likes of 
G. H. Elliott, billed as 'The Chocolate Bishop Blunt depicted oiin postcard of 
Coloured Coon', and Florrie Forde, are the late 1930's. 

depicted on a number of Walter Scott cards. However, some of these cards 
may well have been previously issued by Alfred Coe who produced 
extensive numbers and there is little doubt that Walter would have 'inherited' 
a vast amount of his negatives. 

One of the earliest local events to be depicted on Walter Scott postcards 
happened outside his studio in Church Bank when a tram's brakes failed at 
the top of this steep hill on the 31' of July, 1907. Remains of the vehicle are 
shown on many cards with some being issued within two days of the event! 
Thankfully there was no loss of life. At least six of nearly two dozen postcards 
depicting this event were produced by Walter Scott. 

By 1912 the company had outgrown its Church Bank studios and 
additional premises were purchased at 26, North Parade, which at the time 
was in one of the most select shopping areas of the city. The old studio in 
Church Bank was then sold the following year. 

Business continued to prosper and a major accolade came Walter's way 
in 1916 with a large exhibition of his work at the Kingsway premises of 
Kodak in London. The work of Walter Scott was extensively written about 
in a long article published in the January 1916, edition of The Professional 
Photographer, produced by Kodak. The article includes many illustrations 
from the exhibition and fascinating interior views of Walter Scott's studio 
on North Parade. The journal mentions Walter being, "Ably aided by Mrs. 
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Scott, who took an active part in the 
reception room and general 
management - in fact Mr. Scott 
attributes the smooth working of 
the routine of his establishment to 
her". The journal contains extensive 
information about how Walter 
worked, including methods of 
developing, although for obvious 
reasons the style of writing tends 
to advertise Kodak products! 

By the early 1920s the postcard 
side of the business seems to have 
been on a sound footing, and 
certainly by 1924 they were 
cataloguing every single view card 
produced. This enormous volume 
still exists listing all the sepia and 

- black and white postcards issued 
Market Street pictured onapostcnrd of between 1924 and 1961 -with a few 

1924. listed into the late 1970s. In many 
cases even dates are given when negatives were taken - a researchers dream! 
Only England and Wales appear to have been covered; so far as we have 
been able to discover the firm never ventured into Scotland. Each town, city 
and general area was given a series number, with Bradford being series 13. 
The catalogue, for some unknown reason, begins with series 36 and ends 
with series 60, all the details being beautifully hand written, obviously a 
labour of love on someone's part. Details include whether the negative was 
'landscape' or 'vertical' and in many instances whether the negative was 
saved, transferred to a slide, or even destroyed. To give some indication of 
the numbers involved there are over six hundred cards listed of Bradford 
up to the 1960s, therefore it is safe to say that over a forty year period they 
issued around 15,000 individual views. This, and a further catalogue which 
lists all the coloured postcards issued by the company, deserve much more 
research to enable us to fully understand what the firm produced. 

Returning to the history of the company, the 1920s and the early 1930s 
were, in commercial terms, the golden days for Walter Scott. He eventually 
employed around forty people - about twelve in the North Parade shop and 
the remainder on actual postcard production. This large expansion of the 
business began in 1920 with the acquisition of premises at 1, Manor Street, 
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close to the North Parade shop. Here we are faced with a puzzle which up to 
now has not been fully solved. The address of 1 Manor Street was at the time 
occupied by a competitor of Walter Scott and this was the firm of Albert 
Sachs. Sachs had grown up during the Victorian era becoming one of the 
largest and most respected photographers in the city. They photographed 
the great and the good of Bradford, including official portraits of all the 
Mayors and Lord Mayors. Like Scott's, by the early 1900s they ventured 
into photographic postcard production but again, so far as is known, they 
did not produce any straightforward views. All their postcard work covered 
portraits of theatrical stars or historic events, so obviously the two 
companies had many similarities. To date no firm evidence has come to 
light as to whether or not Walter Scott took over the Albert Sachs concern, 
though it seems almost certain that he did use their premises entirely for 
picture postcard production. 

In 1930 further premises were acquired in nearby Grammar School Street 
which seems to have been used for processing the actual cards. By 1936 yet 
more premises were obtained in Darfield Street situated close to the existing 
works. The additional space was used for trimming and packing the cards. 

An ex-employee of Walter Scott, Mrs. Rita Townend, well remembers 
her very happy days working at the Grammar School Street premises during 
the late 1930s. She says: "Work was always a pleasure there and we all got 
on famously together. Mr. Scott of course came in at least once a day but we 
didn't mind a bit, he always had a kindly chat". Her comments obviously 
show that Walter was greatly respected by all his staff - he had so many 

A lovely view of the old Theatre Royal Cinema pictured in 1930. 
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kindly ways towards them, too many to mention here. Most of the work-
force were women, in fact Mrs. Townend mentions that there were only two 
men at the Grammar School Street premises, one being a Mr. Harold Whiteley, 
the foreman. Her apprenticeship began at the famous Lilywhites postcards 
concern then situated in Sowerby Bridge near Halifax where her family 
lived at the time. There she learned the skills of printing and glazing, using 
such knowledge during her time with Walter Scott's. Most of the workers 
seem to have been involved in whatever task needed doing. Mrs. Townend 
says, "Ada Keighley used to mix all the developer in the morning, none were 
bought made up, and she saw to both toning baths and made tea morning 
and afternoon. Eileen Ellis was printing all day but finished about three to 
get them developed, toned and washed, then gave a hand with the laying-
out". This consisted of taking the washed prints - they were produced in 
strips of six - into the upper floor of the building where wood framed racks 
were situated. Each frame was about 71 t. long and 51t. wide with muslin tied 
across at each level of the frame (for easy removal to wash). On these the 
strips of postcards were laid face down, to dry flat. They were then placed in 
boxes the following morning and transferred to the Darfield Street premises 
for trimming, packing and final despatch. 

Interesting view of Horton Hall dat ingfrorn 1934. 
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1.1 
A nostalgic view of the Bridge Street - Sunbridge Road area datingJrom 1946. 

Mrs. Townend recollects starting at Walter Scott's at 8:30 a.m. with a 
journey of about twelve miles beforehand by train from her home in Halifax. 
They had an hour for lunch and finished at 5:30 p.m. and worked Saturdays 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 am. Her wage was thirty shillings per week (E1.50p.) - 

then very good compared with other jobs in which women were employed. 
She later returned to work for Leach's (Lilywhite's) who had by then moved 
to premises in Brighouse. 

The majority of senior staff appear to have worked for Walter Scott's for 
many years. They employed a Mr. John W. Judson as a portrait photographer 
and at one time he was manager of the North Parade shop. Mr. Judson spent 
the whole of his working life with the company, having started as an 
apprentice at the age of fourteen in 1911 - and he was still with the company 
after the death of Walter Scott in 1947. Another important member of the 
staff was Mr. Oswin F. Hingley, who appears to have produced much of the 
outside work and we can only surmise that it was this gentleman who 
produced many of the images used on Walter Scott postcards. Mr. Arthur 
Palframan started with the company as a messenger boy in the early 1930s 
and he eventually worked closely with Mr. Granville Clarkson, both of whom 
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eventually rose to be directors of the company in the 1950s. Miss Edith 
Lund, who became company secretary in the 1950s, was another long-
serving member of staff and helped to steer the firm through some difficult 
times. Miss Ethel Harris is perhaps best remembered with affection by 
members of the Scott family. Born in Barnsley, she moved to Bradford in 
1929 and began working for Walter Scott doing wages and bookkeeping in 
1932. She continued until her retirement in 1956, having been the most 
important and valued employee in the survival of the business. By the late 
1930s the company was going through a very traumatic period in its history. 
Sadly Walter suffered a coronary in 1937 and with portions of the business 
scattered around central Bradford it was obviously not as efficient as it 
could be. In late 1938 Walter drew up a detailed list of various schemes he 
devised to improve the business, one of which entailed drastic reduction of 
staff. This would have been the last thing he wanted to do though and 
thankfully his scheme to centralise the production side of the business won 
through with the purchase in 1939 of Rock House, a large Victorian dwelling 
about two miles from the centre of Bradford in Thorncliffe Road. The North 
Parade shop was kept on but all other premises were quickly disposed of as 
additional outbuildings were constructed in the grounds of Rock House to 
house studios with postcard production arranged within various rooms of 
the house. 

Although the Second World War presented Walter with a number of 
problems, especially the retention of important members of staff, it was a 
period of renaissance for him. Portrait work flourished with servicemen 
eager for photographic souvenirs either of themselves or loved ones. He 
even produced some interesting wartime postcards with two relating to 
Bradford titled, 'A.R.P. Precautions - Digging Trenches In Peel Park'. But these 
seem to exist only as samples in stock albums and may not have been issued 
commercially. His general view card business continued to flourish with 
new cards appearing throughout the war. 

Once the war ended decline again seems to have set in and sadly Walter 
died on the last day of December, 1947, less than two months before his 70th 
birthday. It was quite sudden and the firm with its employees was left in a 
perilous position. Neither of Walter Scott's two sons had anything to do 
with the business - both chose quite different careers - and the same applied 
with his daughter, Stella. The stalwart Miss Harris stepped into the breach, 
having been closely involved with the running of the business since Walter's 
illness in 1937. She, along with the executors, ran it for two years whilst a 
search went on for a buyer. In 1950 Joseph Berm & Sons Ltd., then connected 
with the textile industry in Bradford, purchased the company. A Mr. Harrison 
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Broadway and the old Ritz Cinema pictured in 1954. 
became managing director but the sale only went through on the proviso 
that Miss Harris continued to work for the company. 

Shortly after the take-over by Joseph Benn the decision was taken to 
dose the North Parade shop which had been an integral part of the Walter 
Scott business for nearly forty years. A further change took place around the 
same time when Rock House was re-named Ivanhoe Studios. This name 
continued to be used long after the firm left the premises and moved to a 
smaller location over twenty years later, but with a minor change of the 
word 'studios' to 'works'. There is no official explanation as to why this 
name was chosen but there is little doubt that its connection with Walter's 
Scottish namesake was no coincidence. 

Whilst the production of photographic postcards continued, no 
investment took place by the new owners during the 1950s and it was 
probably around this period that a decision was made to contract out some 
of the manufacturing. When the special rolls of photographic paper used to 
produce postcards were withdrawn from production by the makers 
Kentmere around the late 1960s, this was the final death-knell for the famous 
'Ivanhoe Studios'. The company was purchased from Joseph Bonn & Sons 
Ltd by Arthur Paiframan, Granville Clarkson and Miss Edith Lund - what 
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would be described today as a 'management buy-out'. The Ivanhoe Studios 
site was sold and in-house production of postcards ceased. In 1972 land was 
purchased in Canal Road, Bradford, and a new, although much smaller, 
building constructed. With all manufacturing contracted out, production 
moved to colour photogravure and eventually photo-litho. 

The company flourished in its more compact state with postcards, colour 
slides, note books and calendars amongst its range of products, but in 1985 
it suffered yet another tragic blow when both Arthur Palframan and 
Granville Clarkson died, both events being sudden and unexpected. This 
again left the company in a parlous state and really it was only the 
intervention of John Palframan, Arthur's son, along with his sister and 
Mervyn Wilde, that saved the company from closure at the time. John and 
his sister had no previous connection with the business - he was a tax officer 
at the time - so this was a brave decision on their part. The business prospered 
under the new management team and continued to issue colour postcards 
along with its other range of products. However, by the 1990s there were 
signs of technical innovations being introduced within the industry, along 

with changes in fashion, which 
would have a serious effect on 
the company. With the extensive 
use of video and DVD systems 
colour slides became 'old hat' 
with the general public. That, 
along with the growth of 
personal computers, helped to 
turn the public away from the 
range of items the company was 
selling. Postcard production was 
fiercely competitive, especially 
with the introduction of various 
computer controlled methods of 
production, and the market was 
shrinking. 

Efforts to introduce new 
products, including a specific 
range of note books and fridge 

/7 MIN magnets, seemed to be partially 

This view of the old North Parade shop dates successful, but despite the 
from about 1942 with portraits of members of spirited efforts of John 

the armed forces clearly visible in the svindow. Palframan and Mervyn Wilde, 
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who were literally running the company between them, the inevitable was 
to be faced - closure. Thankfully the company managed to struggle on to its 
centenary year of 2005 - an event which Walter would have been proud of. 
The hard decision to close the firm was taken in June of that year. What 
remained in the way of machinery and stock was sold but the company had 
a vast and historically important archive of photographs and negatives, 
not to mention the detailed catalogues covering the company's earlier work. 
A buyer had to be found who would ensure this material was carefully 
stored and preserved. Initially it was hoped the archive would remain local 
and although contact was made with the Bradford Industrial Museum, 
some of whose staff worked effortlessly in bringing initial negotiations to a 
successful conclusion, it was not to be. English Heritage had previously 
shown a deep interest in acquiring the archive and funds were immediately 
available for its purchase. 

Why the interest of English Heritage in the Walter Scott Archive, whose 
main purpose is the care of ancient buildings? English Heritage has one of 
the largest photographic archives in the country which provides a 
permanent record of towns, cities, villages and individual buildings 
throughout the land. The importance of this huge collection cannot be 
stressed enough, for a study of any surviving photographic record is essential 
before undertaking restoration work to preserve structures. The estimated 
20,000 to 30,000 images within the Walter Scott Archive include vast 
numbers of photographs depicting many of the country's important buildings 
and the majority depict them as they were almost a century ago, therefore 
giving a clear record of any subtle changes which may have been made or, of 
course, if structural weaknesses have appeared in the intervening years. 

Thankfully English Heritage has excellent facilities for preserving such 
an important archive and it is accessible to the public. Despite the Walter 
Scott Archive being lost to Bradford, at least one important part of it is 
preserved in the Bradford Office of the West Yorkshire Archives Service. In 
the early 1970s, when my research into the company was in its infancy, I 
was contacted by them shortly before their move to the Canal Road site. 
They were undertaking a 'clear-out' and I was asked if I would care to take 
some old stock albums. I was staggered to discover over eighty such albums 
containing copies of nearly every postcard they produced during the 19205 
and 1930s. Needless to say this was like discovering a gold mine! Each album 
was titled and numbered and also listed the negative numbers of the images 
it contained. Fortunately, at the time, we had a house blessed with a number 
of large attics and I was able to carefully store them - I may add that they are 
quite cumbersome and certainly do not come into the category of 'family 
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Rock House pictured shortly after its acquisition in 1939 showing the additional 
workrooms builtfor Walter Scott. 

photograph album'. This was fine, until a house move came in 1979. Sadly 
we simply did not have the room to keep them, therefore made the decision 
to pass the bulk of this mini archive to the Local Studies Department of 
Bradford Central Library, who eventually put them back in the care of 
Bradford Office of the West Yorkshire Archive Service, now relocated back 
into the Central Library. However I did hold on to nine of the albums which 
deal partially or completely with Bradford and the surrounding area - a 
must as far as I was concerned! 

What of the importance of the Walter Scott company? Certainly from the 
point of view of picture postcards they rank amongst the finest in both 
quality and subject matter. Their photographic images are crystal clear and 
in the main subject matter was chosen with great care - the 'set-up' of many 
must have taken hours. What is important, like their Bradford counterparts, 
B. Matthews, is that they played a major part in keeping the postcard 
industry going during a period when, strictly speaking, it was very much 
on the wane following the end of the First World War and the onset of the 
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depression. Their general photographic work was also excellent in quality, 
to such an extent that Walter was called upon to photograph the great and 
the good of the land from Royalty to politicians, mayors and lord mayors. 
Even today many Bradfordians of the older generation can recollect the 
occasion when they visited Walter's studio. 

It is surely a fitting epitaph that the Walter Scott Archive can be enjoyed 
by everyone and no doubt Walter would have been proud to know that it 
has been preserved in this way. 

Postscript: 
The photographic cards so carefully listed in the catalogues can all be dated 
reasonably accurately. Study of the Bradford section shows that the first 
series is numbered 5566 to 5767 and begins with a date of May, 1924. The 
second series has no starting date but is certainly either 1928 or 1929 - there 
is a date of June 18th, 1929, givenhalfway through the series. This is numbered 
from G300 to G499. The third series dates from September 1934, and is 
numbered from LLI to LL199. The fourth series did not appear until 1953 

An automatic dryer on which roll strips ofdeveloped postcards were dried. The system 
was introduced at Rock House in the 195Os and superseded the muslin drying racks. 
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numbered from MIvil to MÌvI199, although there does not appear to be any 
listed after the date of 1961 and the number MtvI75. I managed to transcribe 
all the catalogue listings for Bradford and the immediate surrounding area 
in the early 1980s, so at least we are aware of the extensive amounts of sepia 
and black and white cards issued during 1924- 1960. It even includes special 
commissions which the company undertook where postcards were 
produced for a specific organisation. 

These enormous catalogues require further detailed study to grasp fully 
the enormity of the company's postcard output but from my own limited 
research it is clear that the total amount of individual postcards issued by 
the company over about a forty year period is certainly well in excess of 
twenty thousand. 
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JOHN SPRECKLEY: BRADFORD COACHMAN 

By Frank Dickinson 

The Bradford Observer of Tuesday, October 12th, 1886 reported on page 7 various 
items or snippets of information and news that would be, in the main, of 
interest to educationalists, business men, bankers and others of a like mind 
and status. One paragraph lists successful students in line for admission to 
various teacher training colleges; another outlines submitted designs for 
new schools in the Halifax area and includes the aims and ambitions of the 
Board members. Shares, too, were in the news: page seven emphasized 
competition for shares offered by The Old Bradford Bank at that date. All 
dull stuff and perhaps only of interest to those involved. 

Highlight for me, though, in that yellowing page from yesteryear, is the 
headline: 

DEATH OF AN OLD RAILWAY GUARD 

The article continues the story: 
On Sunday last, Mr John Spreckley, better known as The Old Guard, 
died at his home 34 Cowper Place in Undercliffe's Poet's Corner. He 
was 75 years of age. The deceased had enjoyed an eventful life, firstly 
as a Mail Coach driver and later as a Railway Guard with the Great 
Northern Railway. 

Of all the varied aspects of English social history, surely the most colourful 
and exciting was the era of the stagecoach. This rip-roaring period of our 
long transport history reached its peak during the early 19th century after 
which, thanks to Robert Stephenson and other iron-road engineers, the era 
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declined rapidly and dwindled away into memory and folklore, a victim to 
the progress of the Industrial Revolution. By the middle of the century the 
Age of the Stage Coach was gone. 

Born in the village of Wavendon, Buckinghamshire, in 1811, John 
Spreckley was privileged to thrive and prosper during the glory days of the 
dashing stage-coach and experience the progressive transition to railway 
travel. By the time he was 19 years old, John Spreckley was a fully-fledged 
and self-qualified coach driver. He worked regularly between Oxford and 
the principal towns and cities of the Midlands and Southern England. His 
natural aptitude for coachmanship coupled with his growing fame as a fast 
but safe driver earned him accolades and swift promotion to a senior position 
on the main routes between London and various locations in Northern 
England. These journeys often included working visits to his adopted home-
town of Bradford. 

Following a longish period on these important trade routes, John was 
made regular driver of the coach that plied regularly between Loughborough 
and Manchester. Occasionally he drove the famous 'Cotton Coaches' that 
ran two or three times each week between Leeds, Bradford, Halifax and 
Manchester. The Bradford to Manchester coach started from the Bowling 
Green Inn near Sun Bridge, where Bradford's Mechanics' Institute once stood. 
It was while he was engaged at this work - across the dangerous Pennines 
- that he earned the reputation of being a fast, yet completely reliable driver 
with an apparent complete disregard for danger. The risks he took, however, 
were calculated and skilfully measured. During these Pennine journeys, 
John became the senior driver of the legendary Express coach. The Express 
held many national speed records and was a rival to two other famous 
coaches, The Highfiyer and The Defiance, both of which regularly worked out 
of Leeds and Bradford. Another coach of these times was The Courier, owned 
by a rival company, and many were the thrilling tussles that occurred 
between The Courier and John Spreckley's Express. On more than one occasion 
The Express ran The Courier off the road. Sometimes the position was reversed! 

Once, during thick and unexpectedly foggy conditions, The Express collided 
with a fallen tree. With injured horses and broken traces, Spreckley mounted 
an uninjured horse and galloped five miles to a nearby town, eventually to 
return with fresh horses, food and equipment. 

A good teller of tales, John Spreckley delighted in recounting episodes from 
his life to assembled throngs of appreciative cronies. In one of these tales he 
recalls a journey across Sherwood Forest as a snowstorm raged. The known 
road vanished and progress was more by luck than intent. Good fortune 
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took John to Mansfield where he and his passengers remained, snowed up, 
for four days. On another occasion The Express was snowbound at Heath 
near Chesterfield. Repairing to the nearest hostelry, John, his passengers 
and the horses ate up all the food that was available. Good ale too, would 
flow, and merrily! Such relaxation would no doubt alleviate any distress 
caused by this half-expected seasonal delay. 

It is interesting to reflect that during Spreckley's early days as a stage-
coach driver he received no wages and was expected to 'live off the land' so 
to speak. He was, in effect, licensed to beg and accept whatever gratuities the 
passengers and the innkeepers en route gave him. 

The advent of the railways sealed the fate of the dashing and flamboyant 
stage-coaches. John, along with colleagues and rivals, had no choice but to 
accept the inevitable and try to secure some sort of future within the new 
transport regime. In 1849 John Spreckley took up a position as guard on the 
old Great Northern Railway and worked daily between Bradford, Leeds 
and Halifax. He also worked local branch lines in the Bradford area, such as 
the Shipley to Stanningley and the Bradford to Queensbury and Halifax 
run, known as 'The Triangle'. Settling down quickly in this new and strange 
technical operation, 'The Old Guard' became one of the best liked employees 
of The Great Northern Railway Company. 

John Spreckley retired from the railway service in 1883 and settled in 
Bradford. He lived in a back-to-back cottage in Cowper Place in the Otley 
Road district of Undercliffe, Bradford; a Bradfordian and Yorkshireman by 
adoption. To mark the occasion of his retirement he was presented with an 
inscribed silver watch and a portrait of himself. He died three years later, 
mourned by all who knew him, not least his old rivals from The Courier and 
The Highflyer who had obtained similar positions on the railways when the 
'Iron Horse' drove the prancing ones and the rattling stagecoaches from the 
highroads for good. 
A few stage-coaches continued to operate following the introduction of 

the railways. This was to enable passengers to continue their journeys 
beyond the railheads. These coaches were carried on flat bogies towed behind 
the passenger coaches. At the end of the line the stage-coaches were 
transferred to the road and the journey continued under horse-power. Stage-
coaches were also used as a sort of shuttle-service between towns and villages 
not yet connected to the railway network. For instance, The Courier guaranteed 
to arrive in Leeds in time for the passengers to board the 7 am train to York, 
and The Alexandre carried passenger from Skipton to Leeds railway station. 
But soon this was all finished with. The ubiquitous metal rails won the day 
and a thousand crafted stage-coaches shrivelled in bonfires, the post-horns 
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given to museums or presented as keepsakes. A legendary and romantic age 
of the stage-coach vanished from the nation's dusty roads. 

Little remains to remind us of the stage-coach days. We seethe occasional 
toll-houses surviving at road junctions as adapted dwellings. There are 
place names that give tantalising hints, and fading photographs that tell old 
tales - but little else. At Laisterdyke though, on the Leeds to Bradford Road, 
the Highflyer I,m reminds one of a legend that has vanished. This hostelry 
served good ale and a carved inscription over the arched entrance invites 
the visitor to stable his horse there. The stables in the yard were long ago 
converted to garages and local horse-power is confined beneath the bonnets 
of motor vehicles speeding along the road that once struggled across Bradford 
Moor. 

John Spreckley is buries in Plot C, Grave 33, a single freehold internment 
in Undercliffe Cemetery. The burial ceremony was performed by the Revd. 
William Mitchell, who asked for a fee of £148-6d, which was paid by Arthur 
Spreckley, John's son. Arthur died in 1907. His wife Emily Jane lived to a 
good age and died in a nursing home at Bingley in 1940. 

Sources 

11! ,,strnted Ranibles, Hipperhoirne and Tong, by James Parker (1904) 
Eccieshull Local History Group, Dr Ian Strang, 1995 
The Bradford Observer, 12 October, 1886 
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EARLY MOTORING DAYS IN BRADFORD 
1896-1939 

By David Croft 

The motor car has certainly changed our lives, though some would argue 
that it has not done so for the better. Its ability to take us where we want to 
go at a time convenient to us is becoming out-weighed by the ever-increasing 
cost of owning and running a car, plus the problems it creates such as 
congestion, accidents, pollution, and now, road-rage. A century ago these 
problems existed just the same, but then they were caused by horse-drawn 
traffic, especially in places like London. There were, of course, the sceptics 
who believed that the motor car would never catch on - how wrong they 
were! 

The Jowett Motor Manufacturing Co. 
RPtCAI.ITV, , Blip. T,.IB C,IAd,,(,,.,,,4 
Oge tli ,.pI*d., SAM, £gl,.. Bp *4 lIP. 

RP.PAIRB TO ANY TYPO OF MOTOR CAR 011 11OCt11, 

Hvrtlngtoit Strut, MonnInham I.00, BRADFORD. 

A 1904 advertfor The JowettMotorManufacturing Company 

It is widely acknowledged that the first motor car to be seen in Bradford 
was in October 1896. Some sources claim that it was the first public sighting 
in the north of England, but this may have been an exaggeration as there are 
reports of a motor car being used in Leeds to advertise a brand of soap prior 
to this date! Nevertheless it was a news-worthy event, and under the heading 
of 'An Auto-car in Bradford", the Bradford Daily Telegraph for Friday 16th 
October reported that: 

considerable excitement was occasioned in Bradford by the 
appearance of a motor car. The vehicle is known as the Arnold car 
and belongs to Mr. James Edward luke of Burleigh Villa, Harrogate 
and Aldermanbury, Bradford. The car was occupied by two men and 
travelled swiftly and smoothly along the streets, a thin stream of 
smoke being emitted from the rear, smelling strongly of petroleum. 
To eyes unaccustomed to motor cars, the sight of the vehicle looked 
miraculous... 
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Although the newspaper does not 
name the occupants of the car they are 
thought to have been the driver, Mr. 
Albert House, and Mr. Joseph Dawson 
who was electioneering as a candidate in 
the forthcoming local election for 
Bradford's South Ward. 

James Edward Tuke and Albert House 
were among a number of motoring 
pioneers in the Bradford area. Tuke had 
secured an agency for Arnold-Benz cars 
and founded the Yorkshire Motor Car 
Company with premises at Albert 
Buildings, 6 Great Horton Road. The 
newspaper report of 1896, and other 
sources, quote the business being in 
Aldermanbury, but perhaps he owned 
both. It is recorded that one of his earliest 
car journeys was from Bradford to Otley 
which took one hour and twenty minutes 
due to the speed limit of 4 mph which 
was in force at that time, though this was 
removed in November 1896. In September 
1897, he began a motor omnibus service 
between the Town Hall and Four Lane 
Ends using a covered Daimler waggonette, 
though it is thought that this was 
relatively short-lived. 

Albert House, on the other hand, had 
begun his motoring associations with 
bicycles, like other pioneers. He 
established the Park Motor Engineering 
Company and in the early days he also 
sold aeroplanes as well as motor cars! This came about as a result of his 
friendship with aviation pioneer Louis Bleriot, and House later flew his 
early plane from a hangar at Apperley Bridge. hi 1900, House purchased a 6 
½ h.p. Daimler and began a regular omnibus service along Manningham 
Lane with occasional trips to Saltaire and Bingley. 

Clearly Tuke and House were the pioneers, but there were others keen to 
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WHITEHEAD LIGHT CARS. 

£475 

£500 

experiment with motor vehicles, some of 
whom would later become well-known in 
the Bradford area. Among them were 
Joseph Jefferies, Samuel Wilson, Albert 
Farnell, and of course, the Jowett Brothers. 

The Ross Motor Car and Cycle 
Company was set up by a partnership 
comprising JosephJefferies, Ernest Heaton, 
Tommy Rhodes and Percy Fox. They 
travelled to Paris to buy cars and brought 
them back to Bradford to sell at a profit, 
though anyone buying one in these early 
days was taking something of a risk in case 
anything went wrong! 

It is said that the people of Shipley 
witnessed their first motor car in 1899, and 
Samuel Wilson was one of the town's 

pioneers, but he is probably better known as the entrepreneur who built 
the Shipley Glen Tramway in 1895 and set about developing the Glen for 
visitors. 

Cyclecar Simplicity and Cost. Light Car Comfort and Appearance. 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

10 h.p. J EWE :i_, 2 & 3-nratnr 

£285 
COMPLETE,L 

JOHN E. WOOD. Boland Street, Bradford. 
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These adverts for Bradford-built cars "The Jewel" and "The Whitehead" appeared in 
the November 1920 issue of "Light Car and Cyclecar Magazine' 
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Today the motorist is faced 

THE NEW with a huge variety of motor 
cars to choose from, but even 
in the pioneering days there 

0��M'_'dvc-six were a surprising number on 
the market. Production of the 
De Dion Bouton had begun in 
1883, followed by Humber 
(1900), Rover (1904), Austin 
(1906) and Riley (1907). 

For those wishing to 
purchase something built a 
little closer to home there was 
also a choice, and the name 
Jowett is the one most 
associated with Bradford. The 
Jowett Motor Manufacturing 
Company was established by 
brothers Benjamin (1877-1963) 
and William (1880-1955) 
Jowett, Sons of a Girlington 
blacksmith in 1901 in premises 
in Church Street, Mann-
ingham. Here they made 
bicycles, but following a move 
to Back Burlington Street in 
1904, work commenced on the 
construction of their first 
motor car. The Jowetts 
concentrated on the 
mechanical side whilst a body 

was built for them by a local coachbuilder named Ryder. By February 1906 
the car was completed and took to the road with registration number AK 
494. Four years of testing then took place during which time the firm moved 
to Grosvenor Road and also took on an agency for Crossley cars. The car 
went into limited production in 1910/11 when an initial batch of twelve 
was made. A further thirty-six were built by 1916 when production ceased 
to allow the factory to be turned over to the production of armaments. 

Following the end of the First World War, the company purchased a 
worked-out quarry at Five Lane Ends for the sum of £100 and a new factory 

i,iiit C,,. io,i, Smooll, FiobI, 
e000 5,1,,,. Smog onj Gr,c,,1,i 
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This 1931 advertfor the Central Garage shows 
hosv mass production of cars had brought the price 
down when compared with the previous adverts 

for the "Jewel'and "Whitehead" 
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was built in 1919. A new 
company, Jowett Cars Ltd., 
was formed on 30th June 
1919, and by April 1920 
production of motor cars 
was once again under way. 
Once again the Jowett's 
concentrated on the 
mechanical side with 
bodywork being built by 
Humboldt's of Bradford. 
However this firm ceased 
trading towards the end of 
1920, and Jowett's 
purchased the jigs and all 
spares to build their own 
bodies. Car production 
increased dramatically from 
100 in 1920 to 1,047 in 1923 
and to 3,474 in 1927, and by 
this time a night-shift was 
employed to keep up with 
the demand for cars. Much 
of the factory was destroyed 
by fire in September 1930 
though production was soon 
resumed and cars continued G.T Cheetham & Co. were dealing in horse-drawn 
to be built there until 1953. vehicles and motorcars as this 1904 advert shows. 

Jowetts were not the only motor cars to be built in the Bradford area. The 
earliest on the scene seems to have been the "Jackson", built by the Yorkshire 
Motor Car Manufacturing Company in 1899/1900 which is thought to have 
had a De Dion engine. R.Cundall & Sons of Shipley, makers of stationary oil 
engines announced in January 1902 that they were to commence building 
cars, but it is thought that very few were built. The Bradford Motor Car 
Company was established in 1897 and in 1904 began building the "Celtic". 
The company changed its name to the Thornton Engineering Company in 
1907, but car manufacture ceased the following year as it was found to be 
too costly to produce hand-made cars. It is believed that only eight cars 
were made. Also made by the firm was the solitary "Teco" which was 
assembled in 1905 using British and French components. On the other side 
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of town, the Barkerend Engineering Company 
produced the "Gilyard" between 1912 and 1916. 

Little is known of the Elsworth Engineering 
Company which had premises at the corner of 
Manningham Lane and Snowden Street. It is believed 
that the firm imported components of "Spyker" cars 
from Holland and either modified or re-assembled 
them and sold them as their own "Elsworth" model. 

Over in Esholt, Nanson, Barker & Company 
produced the "Tiny" cyclecar between 1913 and 1915 
in three versions, the 8 hp, 10 hp, and 15 hp. In [919 
production of the "Airedale" began and in 1922 the 
company was re-named Airedale Cars Ltd., ending 
in 1924. 
A name more associated with motor-cycles than 

cars is that of Alfred Angus Scott. He began his career 
in motor engineering by building his first bike in 
1906 and later moved into motorcycle manufacture 
at a number of premises in the Manningham area. 
The firm moved to Clayton Road, Lidget Green 
around 1914, and production of his three-wheeled, 
two-seater car the "Scott Sociable" commenced in 

" 1915. It is said that some of these cars were designed 
to be fitted with machine guns for military use 
though few were so built. Scott seems to have been 
associated with the firm of Harrison, Scott & 
Company which produced the "Hariscot" sports car 
in 1920/1921. By the time of Scott's early death in 
1923 the firm had moved to premises at Hirst Wood, 

near Saltaire, and production of the "Scott Sociable", then manufactured 
under the name of the Scott Autocar Company, finally ceased in 1925. 

Whitehead Light Cars were building the "Whitehead" at premises over 
in Clayton Lane in 1920/1921. This came in two versions, a two-seater costing 
£475, and a four-seater at £500. They were unusual in having a wooden 
chassis, and only around 16 were ever built. Between 1921 and 1939, John E. 
Wood built the "Jewel" at his premises in Bowland Street, off Manningham 
Lane. 

And still there were more. The 1912 trade directory for Bradford lists 
other motor car manufacturers including Thomas Dyson of Park Road and 
Central Garage Ltd. of Town Hall Square who later became a notable car 

Extract from the 1912 
Bradford trade directory 
showing the extent of 

the local motor industry. 
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dealership in the city. Interestingly 
their Town Hall Square premises 
had an earlier "motoring" 
connection being home to carriage-
builders C. T. Cheetham & 
Company which had been 
established in Bradford back in 1831 
by Joseph Whitehead. Central 
Garage Ltd. occupied the site for 
many years, and despite being 
bombed in 1940 returned after the 
site was rebuilt. Other firms 
associated with the motor trade in 
1912 were Hewitt & Company of 
Wilton Street, Humboldt Ltd. of 
Scoresby Street and David Lister of 
Coppy Quarry, John Street, all of 
whom built bodywork for fitting to 
other makes of cars. 

Another name long associated 
with the Bradford motor trade is 
Albert Farnell. He began a motor 
agency in 1896 and the following 
year built his own car, a 1'/4 h.p. 
model which became known by his 
friends as "the orange box". 

There is also a single reference to a three-wheeled car manufactured in 
the early 1930s by Crofts (Engineers) Ltd. at their Thornbury works. (No 
family connection with the author.) 

If this selection of motor car builders was insufficient to satisfy the early 
motorist, there were equally as many in Leeds and the surrounding area, 
though woe-betide the man who bought that solitary "Teco" when it went 
wrong! 

The observant reader may have noticed the frequent mention of the 
Manningham area in the previous paragraphs, and Manningham Lane in 
particular became known in the trade as "Bradford's motoring mile" with 
many of the main dealerships including Albert Farnell, Eric S. Myers, and 
the Thornton Engineering Company well-established by the late thirties. 
Another well-known name was William Parkinson, the Ford dealer who 
established his premises at the junction of Manningham Lane and Bowland 

An ext ractfrom the 1938 trade directory 
showing how the local motor industry had 

grown since 1912. 
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Street in 1915 having negotiated a deal with Ford's to be the Bradford dealer. 
In the early 1930's the premises were extended as trade grew, but like many 
businesses it was affected by the on-set of war in 1939. However, the firm 
adapted their premises to house ambulances and also won a contract to re-
condition engines for the Ministry of Defence. 

Bradford was also at the forefront in establishing motoring and trade 
organisations. One of the earliest in Britain was the Bradford and District 
Motor Traders' Association which began in 1906. This organisation later 
became the Motor Agents' Association which was to promote high standards 
of trading. 

With such an array of motor vehicles on offer, car ownership soon became 
desirable, though still not attainable by the working classes, and before 
long thoughts turned to regulation. Primitive or faulty design coupled with 
inexperienced or negligent driving was likely to result in accidents and 
some form of vehicle identification would be needed. The Motor Car Act of 
1903 stated that every motor vehicle should carry an identifying number 
with effect from 1st January 1904. Bradford was issued with the registration 
letters AK in December 1903 and with the numbers 1-9999 this system 
lasted until March 1922 when KU was issued, followed by KW in November 
1926, and KY in March 1931. The three letter, three number series of 
registrations commenced with AAK in May 1935. 

The responsibility for implementing the new registration system fell to 
the local police force and in December 1903 a full-time officer was appointed 
to carry out the provisions of the Act. Within the first few months a total of 
23 motor cars and 9 motor cycles were registered for use locally for an 
annual fee of £1 for cars and five shillings (25p) for motor cycles. No doubt to 
the relief of the police, the responsibility for motor vehicles passed to the 
Corporation as from lt January 1921 in whose hands it remained until 
1974. 

Despite the small number of motor vehicles on the city's streets, the 
Council's Watch Committee decided in September 1905 that a fixed speed 
limit of 12 mph should be enforced within a distance of two miles from the 
Town Hall. But who was going to enforce this limit - the police didn't have 
any cars, and of course the early motorists knew it! The police were 
powerless to do anything except stand by and watch. One constable reported 
that he was passed by a car travelling down Manchester Road in July 1907 
at a speed he estimated as between 40 and 50 mph - too fast for him to 
record the registration number. Others were less fortunate. Joseph Jefferies 
was fined seven pounds ten shillings (E7.50) for driving a 9hp De Dion at 
23mph in the same year, but how did the authorities know the exact speed? 
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By July 1910 there were an estimated 1,000 motor cars on Bradford's roads, 
but still the police remained on foot, and it was not until around 1913 that 
the first police car was obtained. 

The Tramways Department was more progressive however, and in 1906 
they decided to buy motor cars to hire out to other Corporation departments. 
A deputation was sent to the "Motor Car Show" in London with a view to 
buying a Humber lO-lUp five seater for £284, a five-seater Dc Dion imp 
car at £375 and a Chenard-Walcker 16-20hp five-seater for £444. However, 
in view of the expenses incurred on the visit, only the Dc Dion and the 
Q,enard-Walcker were purchased. 

On the subject of motor shows, Bradford has been credited withholding 
what is thought to have been the first "Motor Show" in Britain, though no 
confirmation of this has been found, though it is reported that such events 
took place in 1897 and the following two years. However it is known that a 
small display of motor cars featured at the Bradford Exhibition which was 
held in Lister Park in 1904. Exhibitors included the Bradford Motor Car 
Company, Thomas Dyson - a builder of small cars whose address is given 
as 173 College Road, Bradford, and somewhat surprisingly, the Lawton 
Motor Car Company of Liverpool. 

With the growth of private motoring, numerous organisations were set 
up to cater for the motorist and his needs. The first of the two well-known 
ones was the Automobile Club of Great Britain which was established in 
1897 and was re-named the Royal Automobile Club when it received its 
Royal Charter from King Edward VII in 1907. Its rival, the Automobile 
Association was formed in 1905 by a group of motor car enthusiasts to 
combat police and magisterial persecution, and went on to become the largest 
motoring organisation in the world. 

As motoring developed and the first generation of motor cars became 
collector's items so specialist clubs were established to promote individual 
makes of cars. The Jowett Car Club was formed in Bradford in 1923 and is 
still in existence today. It claims to be the oldest one-make car club in the 
world. 

Having once obtained a motor car, the early motorist was faced with the 
task of keeping it on the road. Qualified mechanics were hard to come by, as 
was petrol. Petrol stations did not start to become widespread until 1919, 
and before that it was often a case of knowing someone who could supply it. 
In the early days it was sold in small cans and doesn't seem to have been 
considered a problem, but one can imagine the risks involved in storing it. 
Gradually motor engineers set up small filling stations as adjuncts to their 
workshops. An early example was one at Greengates who obtained his fuel 
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supplies from the goods yard atApperley 
Bridge railway station. Surprisingly, 
Busby's, on Manningham Lane had a 
petrol station as well as a car park for the 
use of its customers situated at the back 
of the store. 

Once out on the open road, the early 
motorist was able to explore his 
surroundings at his leisure. There was 
always the chance of getting lost of course, 
but before long the R.A.C. and A.A. began 
publishing road atlases and handbooks, 
and many others appeared including the 
"Handy Maps" published by the Halford 
Cycle Company, "Bacon's Motoring and 
Cycling Road Map of the Bradford 
District" and a series of local guides 
published by Throup's. Popular venues 
seem to have been Skipton, Ilkley and 
Bolton Abbey, and more locally the Goit 
Stock Waterfalls at Harden. Finding the 
way in towns and cities was aided by 
signposts giving directions and often 
mileages. The present system of road 
numbering was introduced in Britain in 

1919 creating many of the road 
numbers we are familiar with 
today. However some of these 
may have been more of a 
hindrance than a help. An 
elaborate set of road signs was 

mounted at the junction of Market Street and Cheapside which showed no 
fewer than three ways to Harrogate - the A650 via Manningham Lane and 
Shipley, the A658 via Otley Road, Underdiffe and Greengates, as well as the 
B6149 via Canal Road and Shipley. 

The popularity of motoring resulted in a whole new range of fashion. 
Most early cars were open to the elements and it became a necessity to have 
a range of warm and waterproof clothing. Many of these were in rubber or 
leather and were hardly designed to be attractive. 

Facilitiesforniotorists visiting Bradford in 1929 
takeoi from the "R.A.C. Guide and 

Handbook" 
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For those confining their 
driving to the city there were 
added distractions such as 
traffic lights. By the early .. Motor Goods 
1930's traffic in the city centre ." IN UMir.R 

needed some form of control, ' 4 
and in the early months of 
1933 four sets of traffic lights 
were installed. These were 
obviously considered a success " 

for a further eleven sets were 
recommended to be installed 
later in the year. Trams were 
another urban hazard. The , 

problem was they just 22., 211.. 3g. gg4 35 -.. 

wouldn't move out of the way, i" 

and many a motorist ended up ii' ii.r c. 
47., 65/. ,.,,d 05/, 

meeting one head on during L0 3$.. 

the hours of darkness, often Motoo 16511,10 10651,11, 76 

with serious consequences. The M,I65 L,.th. os.., 0-6 

Tramways Department soon R,b1o,r.i'ooiod OlojooCoob. 

became wise to this and a ,,,,, 

number of trams were built 
with steel panels at the ends 
which inflicted even more 
damage on the unsuspecting ' . 

motorist whilst the tram came The height offashion. VVhaf the motorist of 1904 

off relatively unscathed. and his passenger were wearing. 

One thing that wasn't a problem in those early days was parking. You 
could park more or less where you wanted as long as you didn't obstruct a 
warehouse entrance or the tram lines - no double yellow lines then! As time 
went by, proper car parks were set up in Town Hall Square, Nelson Street, 
Market Street and other locations. 

Forty years after the motor car first arrived in the city, official figures 
showed that in 1938 there were 15,996 motor vehicles registered in Bradford 
of which 9,935 were private cars. However the boom in private motoring 
was to be short-lived as in little over a year the country would be at war, 
and no-one could have foreseen the enormous post-war growth in car 
ownership. Bradford's pioneering age of motoring was well and truly over. 
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NOTES 

Some of the information on the different makes of cars was obtained from 
"The complete encyclopaedia of motor cars, 1885 to the present day", published in 
1973. 

The motor vehicle registration documents for Bradford can be consulted 
at the West Yorkshire Archive Service, Newstead Road, Wakefield, WF1 
2DE. (Telephone 01924 305980). 

Bradford Industrial Museum, Moorside Mills, Moorside Road, Eccleshill, 
Bradford BD2 31-IP has a number of Jowett cars on display as well as a "Scott 
Sociable" three-wheeler of 1922 plus a number of motorcycles. There is also a 
small display on the history of Jowett's. For further information see their 
website at www.bradfordmuseums.org/industrialmuseum, or telephone 
01274 435900. 

For further information on the Jowett Car Club, visit their website at 
www.jowett.org 
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WIBSEY DATESTONES 

AND THEIR CREATORS 

By Stella H Carpenter 

Wibsey village still has a number of 
houses bearing date and/or initial stones 
going back to the mid 171 century. Three 
in particular are of interest and of these 
three the one shown here is the most 
attractive. It has also proved to be the 
most problematic to establish its 
original owner and to decipher the 
beautifully carved symbols which have 

- "— 'N_ '' withstood over 200 years of weathering. 
The datestone is at first floor height 

over the adjacent doors of numbers 6 and 
8 Holroyd Hill which, it seems very 
likely, from the start were built as a pair. 
The adjoining houses on both sides are 
later developments' and in 1783, the year 
of construction, the pair would have 

commanded long views looking southwards towards Wibsey Low Moor 
and, in the far distance, the hills where the M62 now runs. Looking 
northwards, the occupants would see the small town of Bradford in the 
valley and, beyond, Ilkley moors and probably the hills of Wharfedale. 

Immediately to the north of the houses lies Raven Well Close, (though the 
ravens in questions are more likely to be the rooks which gave their name to 
the lords of the manor of Wibsey for around 200 years). The lord of the 
manor in 1783 was Edward Leedes, who had adopted that surname when, 
in 1740, he married the heiress Mary Leedes. 

In my booklet, The Manor of Wibsey, the Town & District' I mentioned this 
property and wondered whether the initial C indicated one or other of the 
Wibsey families of Cordingley, Crossland or Crowther; or, despite the layout 
of the three initials, was it the case that somebody named Fletcher had built 
the houses? There was, after all, in the Bretton Hall Estate archives' a map 
dated approximately 1790 which carried the phrase 'Mr James Fletcher's 
property' very near the location of these isolated houses. Having had no 
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success in trying to establish a surname with the initial C, I decided to try 
the James Fletcher possibility, even though that hardly fitted the C over E F 
format. 

At the West Yorkshire Archive Service (WYAS) Wakefield Deeds Registry 
I found numerous references to James Fletcher, a stone mason, around the 
specific date, and it seemed possible, in view of the fine detail on the datestone 
that I had 'struck gold'. That, however, was not the case as thejames Fletcher 
in the deeds was always linked with Edmund Peckover, merchant; John 
Hustler, merchant; John Aked, joiner; Joseph Priestley, gentleman; John Balme, 
stuff maker, and others. These persons were, in fact, active in the creation of 
New Street in Bradford, which we now know as Market Street. 

Less noticeable in the register of deeds as the above James Fletcher, I 
found James Fletcher of Bowling. The deed' dated 13 February 1787 related 
to the transfer of a piece of ground 'in length from east to west twenty yards 
and in breadth from north to south eight yards'. Most importantly from my 
point of view, the ground was on the south side of a close in North Bierley 
(which in those days included Wibsey) known as Raven Well Close. The 
land also included 'two new erected cottages or dwellinghouses...' which 
were then occupied by Jonathon Wigglesworth and William Fletcher. 

Whilst James Fletcher did not fit in with the datestone initials of C over E 
F, the deed described James Fletcher as the 'eldest son and heir of Edward 
Fletcher, late of Bowling, shoemaker, deceased'. Now that the E F had been 
identified, what of the C? In discussion, Muriel Shackleton has pointed out 
that the old term for a shoemaker is cordwainer. It may be unusual but 
everything points to C over E F standing for 'Cordwainer Edward Fletcher'. 
Some of the tools depicted on the datestone can be identified as an awl, a 
hammer, and a wavy length of thread. There is also a curved article crossing 
what may represent a (very small) piece of leather, and another item which 
may have something to do with the stitching of the shoe upper to the sole. 

It seems probable that Edward Fletcher, only briefly, if at all, lived in this 
property 'built in the year 1783' as is so clearly stated. At the Borthwick 
Institute for Historical Research' I did not find a will, but a bond of £150 was 
entered on 9 1  May 1785 by Katharine Fletcher, widow, James Fletcher, 
cordwainer, and Jonathon Wigglesworth, weaver, all of the parish of Bradford, 
in respect of Edward Fletcher, cordwainer, deceased. Kathrine (without the 
middle 'a') Fletcher had signed her name as had the other two named persons. 
An inventory of Edward Fletcher's effects was also available: 
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Effects of Edward Fletcher, Cordwainer of Bowling, deceased 

Purse & apparel 1.1.0 
Beds&bedding 2.0.0 
Chests 10.0 
Fire range 12.0 
Iron oven & utensils 1.1.0 
7 sitting chairs 14.0 
Tables 12.6 
Chest of drawers & corner cupboard 12.9 
Clock 1. 18.6 
Delf case, delf & pewter 10.0 
Brewing vessels 10.6 
Iron pots & pans 6.3 
1 pump 1.10.0 
1 cloth press 4.0 
1 cow 5. [0.0 
Hay & straw 1.5.6 
Husbandry tools 9.0 
Saddle & bridle 9.0 
Working tools & other materials 3. 0.0 
Milking stool, chum & other materials 9.6 
Pictures, long settle & other implements 7.6 
Warming pan & looking glass 8.6 
Frying pan & tin ware 3.0 

£33. 4.6 

Debts 
l6' May 1785 

£50.00 

The most valuable item is the cow, followed by the working tools. There 
are a saddle and a bridle, but no horse. The husbandry tools, hay and straw, 
perhaps indicate a small-holding. Whilst the possessions are relatively few, 
they do include the luxuries of pictures and a looking glass. I wonder who 
owed Edward Fletcher £50, and was there no need to include the value of the 
property? 

Edmund Widdop's house is [57 years older than Edward Fletcher's 
property. Its date and initials, EW 1626, are set in the huge, stone door lintel 
of the building which is generally regarded as the oldest property in Wibsey 
village. There is another property (see later) which in all probability dates 
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from the late 161 century, but as it has no 
datestone to show, Edmund Widdop's 

/ house is given the credit of 'seniority'. 
'EW 1626' is enclosed within a simple 

border with small squares as decoration 
at the four corners of the oblong. The 
carving is clear but uneven, and by facing 
east and avoiding the prevailing westerly 
wind in Wibsey, the letters and decoration 

e' ,T are still quite clear. 
one side of 'EW 1626' isa large letter 

C R, which is believed to refer to the Rooks 
family, lords of the manor, as a daughter 
of the Rooks is believed to have married 
Edmund Widdop. High on the east gable 
is a 'shield' which gives the same date but 
includes the letters C R. These no doubt 
refer to King Charles who had ascended 
the throne the previous year. The letters, 
however, are small in relation to the other 
letters and figures and it seems possible 
that the C R have been added as an 
afterthought. Is the shield, in fact, original 
or a later addition? 

Edmund Widdop was a clothier, as is 
stated in his will, and he must have been 
successful in his business to be able to build 

a house as substantial as this one. Although there were other houses in the 
village at this time, 116/118/120 High Street - for the original house is now 
three dwellings - is likely to have attracted admiration and perhaps envy 
when it was new and for many years to follow. 

Probate of the will of Edmund Widdop, dated 12th April 1645, was 
granted on 27" January 16466. The writing is not easy to read but the preamble 
includes his stated belief that by the precious blood shed by Christ Jesus only to be 
saved and by no other means. The will was written some nine months after the 
Battle of Marston Moor, west of York, (21  July 1644) where Charles l's army 
had been decisively defeated by the Parliamentarians. Edmund's house 
apparently openly displayed his allegiance to the king, and this statement 
in his will may have been intended to confirm his Protestant rather than 
Roman Catholic support. 
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The following details emerged: Edmund Widdop's son, Samuel, is 
bequeathed one pair of Loumes [looms] with the furniture thereto belonging; his 
daughter Kattherin [sic] is given one bedstead in the chamber with the bedding 
thereon... and one Blacke Cowe [black cow] with the Somer gyste [agreed fee for 
grazing cattle] of thirty shillings to my executores at thefeast day of Saint John the 
Baptist next coming andfour chairs svith one chiste [chest] standing next the parlour 
door; Edmund then gives hisfour daughters to wit Easther, Joyece, Katerin and 
Mercye six pounds andfive shillings being par[t] of eight pounds five shillings which 
Thomas Ballme osveth me and likewiseforty shillings which James Walton oweth me; 
the next item bequeaths unto the said Thomas Balime the remainder ofthe said debt 
of eight pounds andfive shillings; Edmund then remembers his younger family 
and bequeaths unto every one lam grandfather to two shillings each. Finally Edmund 
Widdop leaves unto Isabel my wfe all the residue my goods and chattels what so ever 
moveable and unmoveable and lordain her the sole executress of this my last svíll and 
testament... 

Although there was no inventory with the will, it is reasonable to assume 
that his widow, Isabel, would be well provided for with the residue of all his 
goods. These must have included a house, especially in view of the phrase 
'moveable and unmoveable', presumably the one with the date stone for, at 
the time of Edmund's death, it is very unlikely to have been divided as 
happened later. 

The Booth family 
provide the third main 
datestone in the village, 
and my article, 'The Houses 
of the Booth Families of 
Wibsey'7 gives much 
information about these 

Jfamilies who apparently 
lived in the village for 
around two centuries. The 
earliest datestone of this 
family - B over TA - now 
shows, at a quick glance, a 

date of 1634. On closer inspection, however, as I wrote in 2003,1 incline more 
to 1684. Apart from the 3 all the other figures, and indeed the initials, are 
quite 'chunky'. The top of the 3 is especially thin compared with the other 
figures and it is quite possible that the open part to the left side of the 3 was 
originally closed to form an 8. 

As I also wrote in 2003, the North Bierley Rate Amendment book' for 

-59-



1891-1899 clearly notes that this is an 'old property' with a'1684 datestone', 
whilst the 1970s listed buildings order also states the same 1684. William 
Cudworth and James Parker, well known Bradford local historians, both 
give 1684, Despite, therefore, the evidence of my eyes I think that within the 
last two or three decades, there has been some deliberate adjustment of the 
datestone. There may, of course, have been weathering, though this is not 
very likely, but the doorway was obscured by a porch for a number of years 
until the spring of 2000. 

It may also be relevant that the Edmund Widdop house with its 1626 
date very clear stands a few seconds walk away. We know there is nothing 
new in people improving a house front to bring it more up to date, but 
perhaps here we have an attempt to give a property more 'history' than is 
strictly true. 

Since writing the earlier article, I have been able to establish that the 
most easterly Booth house in Chapel Street does, in fact, have a datestone - B 
over TA over 1704— though this one does not have the ornate shield feature 
of the 1684 stone; nor does that house have a continuation of the drip mould 
over the 1684 doorway and windows. What it does show, however, is that 
the Christian name initial is still T after 20 years, whereas for decades in the 
18th century the owner's name began with 1 for Jonas. 

Although nothing to do with datestones but referring to the article 'The 
Houses of the Booth Families of Wibsey', I will mention that my enquiries of 
the archivist at Jesus College, Cambridge have confirmed that Jonas Jowett, 
a grandson of Jonas Booth did go to Cambridge University and is recorded 
as having matriculated (enrolled) at Jesus College at the autumn term 1757. 
He is also recorded as a sizar, which means that he received financial help 
from the college with his expenses. He is further recorded as the curate in 
charge of Harlton parish church from 1774 to 1784. This village is about five 
miles southwest of Cambridge and the rector of the church was Richard 
Oakeley 

The archivist of Jesus College also confirmed that the author of the book, 
The Principal Greek Primitives, grammaticollyarranged, published inHuddersfield 
in 1801, was the Reverend John Booth. In my booklet, The Manor of Wibsey. I 
mentioned this book and the probability that it was written by the Mr 
Booth who then lived at the Booth house in Lower George Street. I still 
cannot be more definite about the authorship, but it is interesting that there 
is the possibility of two members of the Booth family having taken Holy 
Orders. 

Two other Booth houses have modest date and initial stones. Both are 
dated 1753 and the initials are MB and SB, Martha and Sarah Booth, two 

-60-



daughters of Jonas Booth. In the mid 18th century Jonas Booth gave houses 
to five of his adult children, including his unmarried daughters, Martha and 
Sarah. 

If, as I believe, the original Booth house dates from 1684, it would have 
been in construction at the same time as a timber frame house in nearby 
Smithy Hill, already around 100 years old, was being stone clad. This house 
does have a datestone of 16841 but sometime before 1985 when I saw it, the 
modest door lintel was turned 90 degrees so that the date is now facing 
downwards in a horizontal position. It is, however, carved within a similarly 
decorated oblong as the Widdop datestone, but without any initials and it 
had been painted over. 

In North Road, at a right angle to the road, is a small terrace of five 
houses which number consecutively with the other, much newer houses in 
the road. At the most westerly end of the terrace is a house with a modest 
date and initial stone, 17 P over I A 68. Unfortunately the datestone has been 
partially obscured and probably damaged by the insertion of an outside 
light. This small terrace again shows that it was originally a pair of houses 
with later additions eastwards. The house and some of its neighbours have 
an outshot with a stone slated roof to the north. 

Researching at the WYAS Wakefield Deeds Registry I was able to locate 
an entry for James Parker of Horton, eldest son and heir of Samuel Parker of 
Wibsey, stuff maker deceased, who died intestate on 9th May 1822.'° Samuel 
had been the eldest son and heir of James Parker, carpenter, of the same 
place (Wibsey) who, on 2,,d June 1800, had also died intestate. This James 
Parker is likely, I think, to have been the builder of this property, and it 
seems probable that there had not been a need for wills to be written because 
there was in both generations only one eligible descendant to inherit. 

The above entry also states that the two cottages 'on Wibsey Slack' (as 
they would have been described at that time before the 1881 Inclosure Act) 
were then, 1800, occupied by Zephaniah Brook and Ann Parker, whom I 
take to be James Parker's widow and the 'A' of the datestone. It further 
mentions that five other dwelling-houses or tenements are in existence in 
1825, the date of registration of the deed. This gives an indication of the age 
of the attached properties which is comparable with that given in the 
Bradford MDC listed buildings order. Probably in the 20' century, some of 
the additions have been amalgamated resulting in the current five dwellings 
in all. 

There is an unusual aspect relating to this property, which has been 
discovered by Mary Twentyman in her researches at the Bretton Hall Estate 
archives. Dated 22nd March 1784 the Assignees of Edward Leedes of Royds 
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Hall, bankrupt, make an agreement with James Parker of Wibsey, carpenter, 
and in consideration of £6.10s.üd. agreed to convey, on or before 13th February 
next, to the said James Parker, his heirs or assignees all the cottage or dwelling-
house standing on Wibsey Slack and then occupied by James Parker. They 
also convey to James Parker the annual rent of three shillings issuing and 
payable out of the cottage together with the garden common right. The final 
sentence perhaps indicates the reason for this transaction for it states 'Saving 
the coals and power to get and carry away the same without entering upon 
the premises'. 

The date is probably significant because it is only two or three years 
after Edward Leedes was declared bankrupt and the Assignees were 
continuing to deal with his affairs. It is also only a few years before the 
founding of the Low Moor Company. It is also obvious that coal was already 
being mined and that commercial development was taking place in the 
area. 

James Parker, the local historian of the 1ate19th/early 20th centuries wrote 
that he came from Horton but, perhaps in view of the Deeds Registry entry, 
he may have had ancestors originating in Wibsey. 

Unfortunately Chapel Fold, perhaps the most interesting group of 
properties in Wibsey village, does noT have a datestone but the Yorkshire 
Moravian Chapels & Preaching Houses booklet of 1887 suggests 1610, whilst 
Bradford MDC listed buildings suggests c1635. 
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CROWGILL PARK AND THE CROWGHYLL PARK 

BOWLING GREEN CLUB 

Ian Watson 

Crowgill/Crowgyhill - Which Spelling? 

The origin of my interest in Crowgill Park was a query about why there 
were two different spellings associated with the Shipley park. The park is 
known as Crowgill Park. while the bowling club attached to the park is known 
as The Crowghyll ParkAmateur Bowling Club. 
A search of a range of Ordnance Survey maps showing the park, plus one 

of 1873, showing the area well before the park was created, show that the 
'gill' spelling was the standard spelling, and therefore the correct spelling 
for the park. 

The, 'ghyll' spelling, on the other hand, was used on late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century postcards of the park. Possibly because this 
variation appears more, 'touristy' than the plain, 'gill' spelling. The 'guy1!' 
spelling was also used, intermittently, by the Shipley Times and Express 
newspaper. One sample check covering 1917, shows the use of 'Crowghyll' in 
one issue, and 'Crowgill' in another. This could to be due to the opinions of 
different journalist, or simply lazy spelling. 

When the bowling club was formed, however, it was the, 'ghyll' spelling 
that was choosen for the official name of the club. An example of the two 
variations being used the wrong way round can be found in an official town 
guide published in circa 1960, in which there are references to, 'Crowghyll 
Park' and 'The Crawgill ParkAmateur Bowling Club". 

THE ORIGINS OF CROWGILL PARK 

Shipley was rather late in the creation of a public park. Most of Bradford's 
parks, like many other large cities in the country, had been set up in the 
1870s and 1880s; though Peel Park dates from as early as 1850. Even some of 
the smaller industrial towns had such facilities quite early on. Bingley, for 
example, had opened its Prince of Wales Park by 1865. The original idea 
behind such parks was to provide outdoor activities and fresh air for the 
residents of the polluted and over-crowded urban areas. 

As far as the people of Shipley were concerned, their closest park was 
Saltaire (later Robert's) Park which had been opened in 1871. But that was, 
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technically, a private park, and although associated with Saltaire, was not 
in Shipley but in Baildon. In addition, it was on the fringes of the town, and 
tended to be used mainly by the people who lived in the vicinity of the 
model village. 

Shipley people could, and did, take advantage of Shipley Glen for open-
air recreation, but there was nothing within the Shipley boundary that 
could be called a public park, until the development of Crowgill. 

The land on which Crowgill Park stands originally formed part of the 
Shipley Low Moor, one of the two areas of ancient common-land in Shipley. 
It is not known when the quarrying of the sandstone on Shipley Low Moor 
started, but it seems to pre-date the enclosure of the moors that occurred in 
1825. It is generally assumed that it was during the period when quarrying 
was active that the 'glacial boulder', one of the most prominent features of 
the park, was found. Once the quarry had been worked out, it was used as 
the town's rubbish dump. Its close proximity to the town centre, though, 
meant that the tip was a problem for many years before a solution was 
found. 

The first attempt to improve the site came in 1881.The original scheme 
involved not only the creation of a public park, but the building of new 
council offices, within the park grounds. What the Shipley Local Board of 
Health did not realise was that the Public Health Act of 1875, which provided 
for local authorities to borrow money in order to create public parks, 
specifically banned the construction of council offices within the park's 
precincts'. Anyway, in the event, a government enquiry in 1882, to 
investigate the Shipley Board's ability to pay back the loan required for the 
work, appears to have caused the cancellation of the project. 

Several other schemes for a new park were produced over the next few 
years, but it was not until the late 1880s that Shipley was finally allowed to 
borrow the £2000 required for the project. 

Work started on converting the area into a park in the latter part of 1889, 
under the direction of Samuel Barber, a one-time member of the Local Board. 
Mr. Barber appears to have been a professional gardener, or estate manager, 
as the records show that he was responsible for the grounds at both Milner 
Fields and Saltaire Park during this time. 

The original layout of the park consisted of an upper section, which had 
a series of terraced walks, with formal flower beds in the central, level section, 
and a bandstand on the northern side of the gardens. At the time of the 
opening the lower section of the park was still being used as a council tip, 
but very soon afterwards it was converted into a recreation area, specifically 
for the benefit of the younger children of the town. 

-64-



8.M.2596 

tUlltUIl ! 

Grave Yard 

IJauÏ'sC1mrëTî 

Gra lard 8U3359 

ÇI R .r fl 1 

1908 Ordnance Survey map of Crowgill Park 

Plans to provide a bandstand for the park, originally projected to cost 
£300, were opposed by some councillors on the grounds of cost, but they 
were over-ruled'. Here, Shipley can be seen to have been at the forefront of 
the current trend, as bandstands in public parks were only just coming into 
fashion at this time. 

The bandstand was designed, free of charge, by Bradford architect Samuel 
Jackson. It was completed within the space of a fortnight, by local builder, 
James Deacon, and then painted by Messers Bagnall and Quarmby, all at a 
total cost of just £100. 

In the early days there were regular weekly band concerts in the park, 
usually given by the Saltaire Band. There were also concerts on Sunday 
afternoon, but then the bands were limited to playing sacred music. One of 
the more famous of the local residents who made use of this bandstand in 
the latter part of the 1890s was the Shipley based organist and composer, 
Handel Parker, who regularly conducted local bands there. 

While finalizing the opening ceremony, the Local Board received several 
offers from various firms specialising in creating entertainment for public 
events. One was from a Benjamin Illingworth of Akam Street, Bradford, 
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Crowgill Park, showing the bandstand 

who offered his hot-air balloon. Another from a Mr Dyson of Dewsbury, 
who specialised in the construction of the 'triumphal arches' that were 
common at major events in the nineteenth century. He had created the 
orginal, wooden 'Norman Arch' in Bradford in 1882, and the implication of 
his circular was that Shipley might want something similar. However, while 
the town had constructed such arches for the visit of Princess Beatrice when 
she opened Saltaire Technical College in 1887, it was probably felt that they 
did not need such ostentation for a non-royal event'. 

Crowgill Park was officially opened on Saturday 31st May 1890 by Mrs 
Titus Salt jnr., who was accompanied by several members of her family. 
Large crowds turned out for the civic event, which was attended by Shipley's 
Member of Parliament, Joseph Craven, and representatives of all the nearby 
local authorities. The opening ceremony included a performance by the 
Saltaire Brass Band, and a 400 strong choir assembled from all the local 
churches who sang choruses from Handel's Messiah. After the ceremony 
the one hundred plus dignitaries were given a lunch at the Victoria Hall. 
The meal, provided by the Saltaire Café at 2s 6d per head, included roast 
beef, roast lamb, veal and ham pie, and a York Ham, followed by gooseberry 
tart. Mrs Salt and her family, however, excused themselves from the lunch, 
as they were still in mourning for Titus Salt jnr. who had died three years 
previously. 

The general public, who were only allowed into the park after the formal 
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opening, were entertained for the rest of the day by the Saltaire band, who 
continued to play for the crowds until late into the evening's. 

The public use of the park was governed by a set of bye-laws. These included 
regulations such as: 

The park to open at Sin theforenoon and closed at sunset every day 
Persons shall not drive or bring... into to the parkany bull, ox, cow or he ij'er, steer, 
calf; sheep, lamb, hog, pig or sow.., unless with the agreement of the Sanitary 
Authority* 
Persons shall not take any birds, birdnests oreggsfound within the park 
persons playing games, bowls etc. in places specified for such games shall not 
occupy the area for more than Iwo hours fother people want to use the area 
No person shall beat, shake or clean any carpet, drugget, rug or mat in the park 
Persons shall not hang out clothes, linen etc.for drying or bleaching 
Breaches of any of the above bye-lays shall be liablefor afine of 40 shillings 

A year after the opening, an ornamental fountain was erected in the very 
centre of the park. The design, which included a base with three 'naked angelic 
children with theirhandsfolded across their breasts, and, in place of legs, havefish tails 
curved backwards', all supporting a large fountain bowl, cause a certain amount 
of criticism from local puritans, who considered the fountain as 'immoral in its 
bearings', as it gave children a false impression of what angels looked likes. 

THE BOWLING GREEN 

Bowling can be seen to have been quite popular throughout the period when 
the large public parks, mentioned above, were being created, as most of 
them had bowling greens as part of their original designs. It can also be seen 
that the size of these parks was large enough toencompass formal planting 
with walkways, and areas of open grass and trees, while still having enough 
room left for sports such as cricket and bowls. Crowgill Park, on the other 
hand, was far too small for all these activities, and the bowling only came 
much later, and at the expense of much of the formal layout. 

Before the start of the twentieth century, the only bowling greens in the 
Shipley area appear to have been the one in Saltaire Park - an original feature 
of the layout; and the one on the raised ground opposite the Branch Hotel. 
This private club was formed in 1843, as the, 'Branch Bowling Club'. 

For the purposes of managing the park, the Shipley Local Board was operating as the 
Urban Sanitary Authority'. 
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The impetus for the construction of more bowling greens came at the 
very beginning of the twentieth century. A general reduction in working 
hours during this period allowed men, in particular, to have more spare 
time to pursue a wider variety of leisure activities. In addition, the game 
was helped by the creation of local and county leagues, and of national 
organisations who laid down the formal rules for the running of such leagues. 
All of which date from the very early 1900s. 

The evidence for the growing popularity of the game in this particular 
area can be seen from the large number of new greens that opened in the 
years prior to the Great War. The green at Cottingley Bridge, for example, 
had opened in 1903, while the greens at Sleningford and Myrtle Park in 
Bingley had been created about the same time. The greens at Idle and 
Greengates had opened only a short time before Crowgill. 

The bowling green at Windhill had opened on the 8th June 1909. It was 
constructed on some rough ground that had been left over when the 
recreational ground had been laid out several years previously. While the 
main impetus behind the provision of a green was to created additional 
leisure facilities for the working people of Windhill, part of the pressure 
behind the scheme was to provide work for some of the town's unemployed. 
[There had been a large demonstrations by the unemployed in Shipley 
Market Place the year before.] 

The Windhill green was opened by Councillor Hill, and the first match 
on the new green was played between two teams of councillors. Only then, 
when the official party had gone off to a lunch at the Carnegie Library, was 
the public allowed to play. The players were charged one penny for half an 
hour, and in the first few weeks the green was generating just over £2 a week 
from the bowlers'. 

There had been some support for a bowling green to be constructed in 
Crowgill at the same time as the campaign for the one in Windhill, but there 
was too much opposition from Shipley 

Council. The main concern was about the precise location of the green, along 
with the fear that providing such facilities close to the centre of Shipley might 
encourage other sports fans to demand tennis courts and other such services, 
which the council was reluctant to do at this time. One of the main opponents 
was the ex-councillor, and a Socialist candidate in the 1913 council elections, 
Edward Baumann, who complained both about the cost, and that more people 
would get enjoyment from the existing gardens than would do so from a bowling 
green. However, the plan was promoted by the chairman of the Cemetery and 
Parks Committee, Councillor Henry Hirst, and following the approval of the full 
council, the old gardens were removed and the new green constructed. 
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The bowling green in Crowgill Park was opened on the 23rd May 1914 
by Councillor Hirst, in the presence of the full council and invited guests. 
After the ceremony, 'The members of the council and their wives and friends were 
entertained to tea by CouncillorandMrs Hirst in the council Chamber at the Manor 
House'. No doubt at rate-payer's expense! 

For the first few years of its existence, the new bowling green in Crowgill 
Park was used simply as a public green. The public were encouraged to use 
the new facilities by the introduction of a series of open tournaments 
organised by the Cemetery and Parks Committee. In July 1917, for example, 
the council organised a handicap match to raise money for the towns comfort 
funds. i.e. raising money for items to be sent to the troops at the front. There 
were 66 entries in the competition, including, 'Mr J. Gorrel, the Windhill and 
Yorkshire County bowler, and Mr George Hampson a veteran bosuler of 75 years"'. 

THE CROWGHYLL PARK BOWLING CLUB 

OnJuly 14th 1917, a group of local men met in the house of Mr W.H.Moore at 
2 Field Street, Shipley, to set up a committee to organise a new club, that 
came to be called, 'The Crowghyll Park Bowling Green Club'. A Mr Chambers 
was appointed interim chairman, and Mr Moore was nominated as 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer". 

The initial membership consisted of Messers: H. Hudson, J.Wright, 

Playing bosuls in Crowgill Park 
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H.Chambers, G.Worsman, W.H.Moore, H.Halliday, S.R.Allgar, W.Spence, 
E.Walton, Mr. Jowett Parker and (Police?) Sergeant Thorpe. Each person paid 
a 1 shilling membership fee. 

Mr. Moore had a fried-fish shop at the corner of Field Street and Windsor 
Road; Mr Allgar was an engineer, who lived in Manor Lane: while Jowett 
Parker was a draper of Commercial Street. The occupations of the other 
members is not known at this time, though the lack of reference to them in 
local trade directories of the time suggest that some of them, at least, were 
not businessmen nor even self-employed, but ordinary working men. 

One of the first to join the new club was Councillor Henry Hirst, who 
soon became a member of the committee, and chaired several of the meetings 
- a state of affairs that must have aided the committee in their dealings with 
the council. 

On the 31st August, 'A deputation of bowlers front the Crowgill Park green 
attended the meeting of the Cemeterjt and Parks Committee to ask that body to allow the 
formation ofa clubfor Crowgill Park green so that matches could be played with clubs in 
the Bradford League'', and they asked for use of the green on seven Saturdays in the 
season from 3 to 5pm. The requisition was signed by 72 persons."'. 

Doubts were expressed by some councillors about allowing a private 
club to have use of the public green. While the petitioners argued that the 
extra income, and the increased public interest in the game, would benefit 
the park. Eventually, after several meetings, the parks committee, and the 
full council, finally agreed to the new club using the green from the start of 
the 1918 season. The agreement was conditional on the club only having 
exclusive use of the green for three hours on seven Saturdays in the season. 
This was based on the knowledge that few members of the public used the 
green on Saturdays in the summer months, as so many went to cricket 
matches. 

Even before their request to the council had been accepted, the Crowghyll 
committee was applying to join the Bradford Parks Bowling Association; 
and by the new year they were applying for membership of the Yorkshire 
Parks Bowling Association, which had been founded in 1910. 

The original subscription to the Crowghyll club was I shilling per annum, 
and by early 1918, the club had over one hundred members. In addition, 
several local businessmen paid into a special subscription fund to raise 
money for prizes. Several of these people became official patrons and were 
rewarded by being made vice-presidents of the club. These included the 

There were already at this time several local clubs playing in the Bradford Parks Bowling 
Association league. These included, Idle, Windhill, Horton Park, Peel Park and Bradford 
Moor Park. 
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Members of Crowghyll Bowling Club, September 1918 

local Liberal M.P., Oswald Partington, who gave 1 guinea, and Councillor 
Hirst, the chairman of the club, who gave 5 shillings. 

In 1918, another supporter, Thomas Whiteley, a stuff merchant, presented 
the club with a cup dedicated to Salt's Hospital. He was rewarded for his 
support by his appointment as President of the club. The competition for 
the Whiteley Cup was restricted to Shipley people, with the proceeds from 
the matches going the hospital. The winner of this competion was also to be 
given a set of woods, as a personal prize. The first time this cup was awarded 
was on 21st September 1918, when W.Spence beat F. Parker 21-17. This was 
also the day on which the large group photograph of the founder members 
was taken. As the records show, this Whiteley Cup has remained one of the 
most important of the clubs trophies right up to the present time. 

Several of the competitions that were run by the Crowghyll club at this 
time were used to raise money for charity. By the end of the first full season, 
1918, the club had donated £17 to the Salts Hostpital. While the 1920 season 
produced 8 guineas for the Salts Hospital, 5 guineas for the Bradford Hospital 
Fund and £1 12s 6d for St. Dunstan's Hospital for the Blind. 

The standard of playing by Crowghyll can be seen in the fact that in May 
1919, the Bradford Parks Amateur Bowling Association asked the club to 
nominated one of its players for a county match between Yorkshire and 
Staffordshire. The club nominated its captain, S.R. Allgar, who became the 
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first member of the Crowghyll club to play for his county. 
With regards to the club's finances, the early 1920s appear to have been 

a period of steady growth. Most of the extra monies raised during this time 
came from a series of social events, mainly whist drives, the plannning of 
which was the club's main out-of-season activity. In one year, 1924/5, the 
whist drives raised a total of £64 6s 9d, and some of the prizes were quite 
good. In December 1925, for example, a local businessman donated a prize of 
a quarter ton of coal! 

The economic problems of the later 1920s saw a decline in the club's 
finances. By the end of the 1925/26 financial year, the club only had a surplus 
of just over U. This was the equivalent of the basic member's subscriptions. 
By 1927, the surplus was down to just £4 lOs id. This was little more than 
half the total subscriptions for that year. But at least there always was some 
surplus, and the club always remained in the black. Also, regardless of the 
financial situation, the club still contributed funds to Salts Hospital each 
year. 

The decline in the income from the whist drives during the later 1920s 
would suggest that their popularity had tailed off. Nevertheless, the club 
continued to hold the occasional open-air whist drive in the park. Though 
exactly how these particular games operated is not known. 

The 6th July 1929 was a special day in the history of the park and the club. 
This was the day that the Yorkshire County Team played their first ever 
match on the Crowgill green. There was also an additional interest in the 
match, due to one of the Crowghyll players, Mr. T.L.Wood, the club's secretary, 
having been choosen to play for his county. While the Yorkshire team 
struggled against their opponents, Cheshire, they eventually won with 245 
points against 237. 

In October 1930, several local bowling clubs arranged a meeting to discuss 
the formation of a new association. Those dubs at the meeting were: Windhill 
Rec., Idle, Greengates, Crowghyll, and two Bingley clubs: Blythwick and 
Myrtle Park. 

The result of this meeting was the founding of the, 'Shipley and District 
Amateur Bowling Association'. The new association was the brainchild of 
Fred Wood, a Baildon man, who though not a bowler himself, was a great 
supporter of local sports organisations. In the event, Mr Wood became the 
association's president, and sponsered a cup in his own name". 

The introduction of a new Shipley Association led to the creation of three 
new competitions: The Wood Trophy, the Bagnall Cup and the Waddilove 
Trophy. The Wood Trophy was from the founder of the Association; the 
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Bagnall, from a Shipley firm of painters and decorators; while the Waddilove 
Trophy was donated by the Bradford businessman and Shipley councillor, 
Victor Waddilove. The financing of such trophies by local businessmen and 
public figures does not necessarily mean that they had any real interest in 
the game of bowls. Wood, Bagnall and Waddilove also gave trophies to 
other sporting organisations in the district. So such philanthropy can be 
seen as their way of giving moral support to healthy outdoor activities, as 
well as keeping their name in the public eye. 

By March 1934, the Crowghyll committee were complaining about, - - 

the low finances of the club", and it was only the subscriptions paid by the, 
presumably, non-playing patrons and vice-presidents that helped to off-set 
the losses that would have occurred if this additional support had not been 
forthcoming. 

The general economic problems of this time is reflected in the club's 
decision to pay the match fees for those members who were out of work. 
Later, this was extended to paying their travelling expenses for away games. 
This benefit was also allowed for those in part-time work as well. 

The committee meeting held on the 1st September 1939 shows something 
of the panic gripping the country in the days leading up to the war. The 
club's 21st aniversary dinner was cancelled, along with the ACM, though 
planning for next season matches went on as normal. Within a few days, 
however, things had calmed down, and the ACM was set for the end of 
September. The local games and leagues continued throughout the war, 
though it appears that the county matches were suspended; they were 
replaced by inter-city matches. 

Enquiries by the committee during the early 1940s showed that since the 
club had started their donations, they had contributed a total of £163 to 
Salts Hospital. These gifts continued to be paid throughout the war, and for 
a few years beyond it. 1948 was the last year that money was donated to the 
hospital, following the passing of the National Heath Act, which meant that 
private donations were no longer needed. The club had also been supporting 
other charities, such as the Spitfire Fund and the Shipley Comfort Fund. 
Following the end of the war, the club gave occasional grants to various 
charities, but there were no more regular gifts to any specific organisation. 

The bowling green in Crowgill Park is still a public green, and can be 
used by anyone, with the approval of the Crowghyll Bowling Club who are 
responsible for collecting the green fees. At the present time the club plays in 
the Bradford Crown Green Bowling Association League, while the club 
veterans play in the Bradford Parks Veterans Association. 

There are currently around 60 members, who play for the in-house 
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trophys. Namely: The Whiteley Cup, The Bagnall Cup, the Willison Trophy, 
the Turner Trophy, and the Joweti Parker Bowl. There are also two new 
trophies that were added in the last few years: the Redman Cup and the 
Presidents Cup. 

Crowgill Park is not now as popular as it once was, though it is still kept 
in good condition by the Parks Department. In recent years, the lower section 
has been 'improved', and now provides facilities such as a skate-boarding 
area, thereby continuing the original plan to designate this part of the park 
specifically for the use of young people. 

Sources 

I would like to thank Mr Albert Cross, the secretary of the Crowghyll 
Amateur Bowling Club, for allowing me to inspect the surviving minutes 
and account books of the club, from which most of the information on the 
activities of the club is based, and also for permission to reproduce the 
photograph of the club members. 

1 Shipley The Official Guide of the Shipley Urban District Council c.1960 
2 West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford. BMT/SH/6/21874 
3 BMT/SH/4/1/56 
4 : Shipley Times and Express 10th May 1890 
5 BMT/SH/4/4/97 
6 Shipnj Times and Express 17th May 1890 
7 BMT/SH/4/ 1/204 
8 Shipley Times and Express 13th June 1891 
9 Shipley Times and Express 16th August 1908 
10 : Shipley Times and Express 13th July 1917 
11 Unless otherwise stated, all references to the activities of the Crowghyll Bowling 
Club are taken from the minutes and accoimi books of the club. 
12 Shipley Times and Express 31st August 1917 
13 Shipley and District Amateur Bowling Association Year Book. c.1960 

Additional information has been obtained from: 
Bradford Central Library, Local Studies Department for copies of various maps and plans. 

Books 
Conway, H. (1991) Peoples Parks, Cambridge University Press 
Firth G. (2001) Salt and Sollaire. Tempus Publishing 
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BRADFORD IN PRINT 

SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

By Bob Duckett 

BRADFORD IN GENERAL 

The Story of Bradford by Alan Avery. Blackthorn Press (Blackthorn House, 
Middleton Rd., Pickering Y018 8AL), 2008.60 pp. ISBN 978 1906259 075. 
£9.95 
A smart, slim, and highly colourful booklet makes it appearance. Since 

there is not a shortage of recently-published histories of Bradford I was 
initially inclined to be a touch scornful about the need for another, and 
while there is not a great deal here that is particularly new for us Bradford 
history experts, I was more favourable impressed the more I browsed. 
Bradford's story is well told and is particularly useful for today's youth. The 
final chapter, 'Bradford in the Twentieth Century', does not shy away from 
covering such events as the Valley Parade fire, the Honeyford Affair and the 
Manningham Riots. The quality of the illustrations, mostly coloured, is 
outstanding. This is an introductory history - there neither bibliography 
nor references - but it is an excellent purchase for visitors and school 
children. 

Cassini HistoricalMaps. Leeds & Bradford. Sheet 104. 
Matching Ordnance Survey Landranger (Scale 1:50,000) Cassini Publishers Ltd. 

Old Series 1841-1859 
Cassini Publishing, 2006. £7.99 

Revised New Series 1903-1904 
Cassini Publishing, 2007. £7.99 

Popular Edition 1925 
Cassini Publishing, 2007. £6.99 

Cassini Past & Present Map,1843 to present day Bradford. 
4 maps from four periods. Cassini Publishers Ltd. 2007. £7.99 

I wonder how many readers remember the old one-inch Ordnance Survey 
Popular series of maps, the one with the cover design of a cyclist sitting on a 
hillside studying a map? Or how many now wish they had never disposed 
of them after buying the later Seventh Series, or the present day Landranger 
and Explorer series? The Popular series were published after the 1914-18 
war to cater for the new increased social mobility, prosperity and leisure 
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time. The number of cars registered in the UK rose from 53,000 in 1909 to 
over a million twenty years later. Responding to these changing times the 
Ordnance Survey re-surveyed the country. Road numbers were added and 
coloured according to their suitability, or otherwise, for motor traffic. 
Naturally, we replace our aging and battered maps with later editions that 
feature the rapidly changing landscape of motorways, new housing estates 
and provide tourist information. The new maps were clearer, too, and were 
on a larger scale which gave more detail. Better all round! 

Yet by discarding our superseded maps we were discarding history. The 
sales of the Godfrey nineteenth century map reprints showed that we had 
come to value the old landscapes and missed what had once been. Now 
Cassini Publishers, an imprint of Ordnance Survey, have joined the heritage 
industry with a series of reprints cleverly adjusted to the 1:50,000 (1¼" to 
the mile) used by the current Landranger maps and with the modem day 
National Grid lines superimposed. The area covered also corresponds with 
the modem LandrangeriO4 sheet and includes Dewsbury, Halifax, Harrogate, 
Ilkley, Keighley, Knaresborough and Wakefield, as well as Bradford and 
Leeds 

The earliest in this series of 'reprints' are the Old Series of maps based on 
the Ordnance Survey One-Inch Old Series sheets, surveyed between 1791 
and 1874 and published, with many revisions and new editions, between 
1805 and 1874. After the excellent modem maps it is a bit of a shock to 
experience these grey maps with heavy hatching to indicate hills, but one 
quickly gets used to it and can appreciate the value of hatching over the use 
of contour lines. An account is given of how these early maps were produced 
- 'Cassini' was the name given to a new system of projection - and fascinating 
it is too. The fact that we are so fortunate to have such high quality maps in 
the UK was due to the threat of invasion by French revolutionary forces in 
1791! The dates covered by the map spans a twenty year range as some of 
the constituent maps were published at different times, but Ilkley and Otley 
do not yet have their railways; the roads are clearly delineated, many of 
them probably the recently defunct toll roads; and many of the old halls and 
houses are named. 

Within a few decades of the first appearance of the Old Series, it had 
become clear that the process of surveying, revision and re-publishing maps 
in Britain was to be a never-ending task. From the 1840s surveys were 
carried out at increasingly detailed scales and were used for many purposes, 
including railway construction, geological surveys and sanitary reform. 
The revisions between 1879 and 1896 are known as the New Series. A more 
thorough revision was done in 1893 and became known as the Revised 
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New Series. In order to pay for technical improvements, including the use of 
colour, OS maps were now sold to the public. The clarity of the Revised New 
Series in this reprint is remarkable, especially with the scale enlarged from 
one inch to a mile to one centimetre to a kilometre. Roads, railways (now at 
their peak), rivers and canals, and the growth of the late Victorian urban 
society, are clear to see; heights are still indicated by hatching, but less 
obtrusively than in the Old Series. 

With the New Popular series of 1925 we come, as indicated earlier, to the 
age of the car, though the LM&SR still wends its way from Low Moor station 
to Cleckheaton and Heckmondwike. Electric tramways are shown, but there 
is still countryside between Shipley and Eccleshill, and there are still collieries 
near Hartshead and Bierley. Contour lines replace hatching to indicate 
heights, though the contour intervals remain at the pre-metric 50 feet in 
these reprints! 

Somewhat different to these three maps is the composite one consisting 
of four maps in one presentation. The area covered here is smaller, with 
Keighley, Otley, Halifax and Dewsbury excluded, but the scale of 1:50,000 
remains and maps from four different dates are displayed conjointly, making 
comparison easy. The dates are those covered in the maps already noted, 
viz. 1843-58,1903 and 1925, plus the present day Landranger map. Brief but 
informative texts are given about the history of the various revisions on all 
the maps. 

What an orgy of nostalgia and browsing we can have with these maps, 
and what useful knowledge we can rediscover! Unless one has been scouring 
the second-hand shops for years or retained old collections, this excellent 
sequence of maps will be valued by anyone with an interest in the past, 
whether of landscape, industrial history, transport, the built environment, 
or one's memories. These maps are a wonderful buy for local historians. 

The Bank House Directories. 
Grouped under this heading are three Bradford directories reprinted by Bank House 

Books in association with the Local Studies Department of Bradford Libraries and TWC 
Publishing ofEast Morton. Forfo rther information and supply contact: The Write Choice 
Publishing Consultancy, 14 Middlefield Court, East Morton, Keighley, BD2O5RN 
(E;nail:enquiries@.thewritechoice.org.uk). 

Bradford 1850. Afacsimiie copy of Ibbetson's General and Classified Directory 
of Bradford 1850. Bank House Books, 2009. xvi + 284 +20 pp. ISBN 
9781904408451 £25.00 
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Kelly's Directory of Bradford and Suburbs 1912. TWC Publishing, East Morton, 
West Yorkshire, 2009. xi + 638 + 4 pp. £20.00 
Bradford Directory 1872. A facsimile copy of Smith's Directory of Bradford & 
Neighbourhood. Bank House Books, 2009. xvi + 224 + 48 pp. £20.00 

No local historian can research long 
before having to consult local street 
and trade directories. Here are found 
descriptions of the locality, details of 
local institutions, businesses, 
residents, transport, adverts, and 
much else besides: they are basic 
documentary sources. As such they 
are heavily used, and, characterised 
by poor quality paper and large bulk, 
are frequently in very poor condition. 
Bravo for the combined initiative of 
Bradford's Local Studies Library and 
The Write Choice Publishing 
Consultancy for getting these 
essential documents of Bradford 
history reprinted and on sale! The 
proximate dates to the 1851, 1871 and 
1911 censuses adds to the importance 
of these volumes. The title page of the 
1850 directory below indicates the type of information to be found. All these 
volumes are smartly produced with coloured cover illustrations and a clear 
and sharp text - certainly nicer to use than the surviving originals. 

AROUND BRADFORD 

IBBETSONS 

GENERAL AND CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTORY, 
STRENT LIST AND HiSTORY OW SUOMW 

AN ALPHABETICAL LIST 

WRINCIPAL 5501O!0TI AND RAXYP(CTRNIR, 

IS SRADFORD, lAMING. OOISOO Sill HI000NSAD: 

YONTETASCEI BY RAILWAT, BOSS ASS WAÍKA1 
---

LIST OF YORKSHIRE BANKERS, 

S PLaN OS BIIÅDFSRD, 

Ilkley at War by Caroline Brown. Tempus Publishing, 2006.128 pages. ISBN: 
0 7524 41914 £12.99 

Sutton Publishing and Tempus Press (now combined as The History Press) 
have both featured Bradford several times in recent years. In the 2008 issue 
of The Bradford Antiquary we reviewed Bradford in the Great War, edited by Mike 
Woods and Tricia Platts (Sutton Publishing, 2007), but there was not space 
to feature Ilkley of War compiled by local librarian, Caroline Brown. This is 
another book about how a community responded to, and was affected by, 
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war, this time the 1939-45 one. Ilkley at War had its origin in an exhibition 
held at Ilkley library to commemorate VE and VJ Days, sixty years on. This 
book comprises a selection 170 photographs interspersed with a good 
quantity of text. 

The number of people who remember the 1939-45 war is dwindling, so 
it is a good service that librarian Brown does here. The War had a dramatic 
affect on all lived in Ilkley, Burley and Menston, and this book is an 'eye-
opener' for us war babies and later. 

Sometimes in Tempos/Sutton books the photographs dominate with the 
text being little more than glorified captions. Not here though; this book 
provides a quality text, lucid and interesting, carefully documented, with 
well-chosen illustrations that support the text. The photos come from a 
wide range of sources, national as well as local, and the acknowledgements 
further underline the amount of research undertaken. Noteworthy is how 
well purely local events are connected to the wider sphere such as the use of 
High Royds Hospital in Menston to accommodate 219 sick and wounded 
servicemen of the British Expeditionary Force in April 1940, and the use of 
Middleton Sanatorium to accommodate over 200 patients and staff escaping 
from the London Blitz of September that year. 

Even before the official declaration of war, many refugees were brought 
to Ilkley. These were mostly children without their parents, sent on the 
Kindertransport out of Germany, who mostly stayed at Loxleigh, run by 
the local Quaker community. They were followed by the first parties of 
evacuees in September 1939. Again, these often bewildered youngsters from 
the towns and cities such as Leeds, Sheffield, Hull, Bradford and Rotherham, 
at risk from air raids and bombing, were without their parents. Feeding this 
influx required the help of the Community Feeding Centre at the Ross 
Brothers garage in Wharfe View Road. There was also an influx of 'unofficial' 
evacuees, the friends, invalids and paying guests also escaping from the 
towns and cities under threat from bombing. 

Although it was believed unlikely that deliberate attempts would be 
made to bomb Ilkley, civil defence was a big concern and we have many 
photographs relating to the ARP (Air Raid Precautions) - First Aid Posts; 
ambulances and nursing services; the Rescue, Repair, Demolition and 
Decontamination Squads; the Auxiliary Fire Service; and the hospitals 
earmarked for casualties. Details are given of the Home Guard, not forgetting 
Mrs Heron and her band of helpers who fed them after their night watches 
and field exercises. (Feeding the much expanded population in a time of 
scarcity is a recurrent theme.) While the only bombs dropped in the area 
were near Beamsley Beacon (and some incendiaries at Nesfield), Wharfedale 
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was on the flight path to the North West and residents got used to the drone 
of aircraft. Ilkley's terrain was ideal for training and it was the base for one 
of the country's four Officer Cadet Training Units, and in this book we see 
them training to cross rivers and fight tanks. 

Paying for the conduct of the war is also a recurrent theme and Ilkley 
gained a national reputation for its part in raising funds for the various 
savings campaigns: overall $4 million was raised in Ilkley. The various 
campaigns are here well documented. The Target Indicator at the top of 
Brook Street features often, whether for the War Weapons Week, Warship 
Week, Wings for Victory Week, or Salute the Soldier Week. Local leaders 
were often photographed up a ladder marking progress to date. 

Pictures from the Home Front chapter cover such topics as food rationing 
and home food production. A massive bureaucracy was needed to control 
prices and food distribution, not to mention disputes and conflicts. Some 
19,000 ration books were issued at the start of war and the achievements 
are well documented here. The picture of sheep wandering through the 
town because railings had been requisitioned and removed for munitions, 
is delightful, though the loss of these barriers undermined the work of 
inhabitants 'digging for victory'! Pictured also is Beanlands, the grocers on 
Brook Street, who were handling up to 7,000 coupons a week; the Blue Bird 
Café, popular with the troops; the Hermitage Inn which frequently closed 
for lack of beer supplies; and Greenholme Mills which was busy producing 
uniforms with the help of female labour. The owner of Wells House was 
given 48 hours notice to clear the hotel of guests and staff, prior to its use by 
Wool Control. The gothicky Ben Rhydding Hydro (demolished in 1955) was 
another hotel to suffer the same fate. 

The developing tourism continued into the war, though food and 
accommodation were hard to find. The popular Bathing Pool ceased to be 
heated to save fuel, and while attendance at theatres and cinemas were 
initially discouraged, later they were encouraged in order to raise public 
morale. But travel was always a problem and also the steady drain of 
manpower into the war effort. The Rugby Club ceased never to rise again, 
the Lawn Tennis Courts were given over to nature for lack of fuel to mow 
them, the golf course was sown with crops and used for grazing, and part of 
the Ben Rhydding sports pavilion was used by the WVS for making 
camouflage netting. The Ilkley Players kept going, doing the rounds of the 
local villages, and the Grove Picture House and The New Cinema on Railway 
Road ('mighty orchestral organ played every performance') both kept 
functioning. 

The Home Guard was 'stood down' of 3rd December 1944, plans were 
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made for post-war development, and there were parties on VE and Vi Days. 
A'War to Peace' exhibition took place in the Winter Gardens, and the popular 
'Black Hats vs White Hats' comic cricket match took place once more, with 
Ilkley comedian, Albert Modley, commentating. There was a flurry of 
weddings. After the celebrations reality 'kicked in', and prefabs and, later, 
council houses, started to appear. The final chapter, 'Memorials', aptly 
concludes this account of the war in Ilkley with attention paid to those who 
lost their lives. Now free of censorship, there were newspaper reports of a 
Halifax bomber that crashed on the moor above Heber's Chyll, a Lancaster 
that come down near Beamsley Beacon, and the death of twenty soldiers in 
a road crash in Burley. And of those who were killed in action, there are 
photographs of the war memorials erected in their memory. 

The publishers are to be commended on the quality of the reproductions 
of the illustrations, some from newsprint, and the author Caroline Brown 
on her research and achievement. The book is more than just an 'aide 
memoire', it is a serious contribution to the history of likely and to the 
history of the war, 

Baildon. A Church History, by Philip Baxter. Sarum Script, Salisbury, 2007. 
182 pages, £8.00. ISBN: 0-9523959-5-9. (No publisher's address given. Contact 
the author by e-mail at philip.baxter@bnc.oxom.org) 

This self-published work picked up in a local post office recently is Philip 
Baxter's Baildon:A Church History. Philip was in turn a chorister, server, and 
organist and choirmaster at St. John's Parish Church, Baildon, before moving 
on to St. Margaret's at Ilkley and St. Oswald's, Guiseley. He is currently a 
Visiting Scholar in medieval liturgy at Sarum College and an honorary 
Vicar Choral of Salisbury Cathedral (and this excludes his professional career 
in education!). This history is a detailed, well-researched and illuminating 
account of Baildon's chequered ecclesiastical history. Divided between the 
parishes of Otley and Bingley for many years, the author writes confidently 
on the early church in the area, the four chapels that preceded the 1869 
church, the clergy appointments, daughter churches, liturgical issues and 
parsonages, vicarages and schools. The 182-page work concludes with 
appendices, ten of them, documenting such topics as Chaplains and Vicars, 
Memorials, Service Times and Parish records. An excellent history. 
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Eccleshill History Trail. 
The Eccleshill Local History Society has published the Eccleshill History 

Trail. This smart fold-out annotated map features nineteen of Eccieshill's 
historic sites. It is based on Ken Kenzie's A History Trail of Eccleshill in 1899. The 
thumbnail photos/sketches are well done. Copies available from the 
Secretary at 47 Nab Wood Crescent, Shipley BD1S 41-Ps' 

Esholt:A Bygone Era: a brief illustrated history of thefanious Emnierdale village, by 
Peter Riley. Published by P & D Riley (12 Bridgeway East, Cheshire, WA7 
oLD), 2008. 32 pages. ISBN: 978 1874712 80 0. Price £3.00 

Another self-published work is Esholt:A Bygone Era. The author/publisher 
is Peter Riley, and with a coloured cover photograph of The Woolpack, a 
subtitle including the name 'Emmerdale', and a back page advert for the 
author's earlier book on Holmfirth (of Last of the Summer Wine fame), we may 
deduce that the author is milking the TV Soap market. A suspicion confirmed 
in the final chapters which feature Pear Tree Cottage (photo of Marion and 
Chastity Dingle), The Woolpack, and other Esholt buildings used by 
Emmerdale's 'famous' inhabitants. But this is also a nice little history of a 
place that does not feature in anything else currently on bookshop shelves. 
And at the end of the day, Emmerdale is, like it or not, part of the history of 
Esholt. 

Here we learn of the meaning of 'Esholt' (Ash+ Holt/Wood); the coming of 
the Cistercian order of nuns in 1172; the problems of the transfer of the lands 
from Henry VIII to Henry Thompson of Dover; the indiscretion of Beatrice de 
Hawkesworth and the 'naughty nuns' - they brewed ale; of how the 
Thompsons became the Calverley family, and then the Blacketts; of when 
the land was sold to Robert Stansfield, a Bradford drysalter, in 1755, whose 
name lives on in the Stansfield Arms on Apperley Lane (once the gatehouse); of 
Esholt Hall; the work of the Overseers of the Poor; the sale of the estate to 
Bradford Corporation; the Sewage Works; The Woolpack (previously the 
Commercial Inn and before that the Cambers Arms); and thus to the Esholt of 
Emmerdale. This is not a scholarly work, but it is a nice little history to read 
in a spare moment. 

Idlethorpe by Wright Watson. Bank House Books in association with the 
Local Studies Department of Bradford Libraries, 2009. 470 + 24 pp. ISBN 
978104408468 £25.00 (Copies from TWC Publishing, 14 Middlefield Court, 
East Morton, Keighley BD2O 5RN) 

First published in 1950, this is a facsimile edition with the addition of an 

-82-



index compiled by Philip Rushworth and cover images from the Graham 
Hall archive. Idlethorpe has been a book highly valued and much sought after 
for decades. Staff in the Local Studies Department of Bradford Libraries 
have had to protect this large and detailed history of Idle with care and 
must now be relieved that it has been reprinted so as to have additional 
copies for stock and for Idle-ites to buy their own copy of this impressively 
detailed history. Chapter headings include: Lords of the Manor, Ancient 
Families, Notable People, A Religious Retrospect, Old Farmsteads, Fine 
Houses, Familiar Factories, Notable Places, Notable Events, Schools and 
Schoolmasters. The index compiled by Philip Rushworth adds to the value 
of this 'gem' of a history. 0 that there were more Wright Watsoris around! 
Ilkley. 'Mysterious Carved Rocks on Ilkley Moor: Prehistoric Rock Art on 
Yorkshire's Famous Moor', by Raymond Varley. Yorkshire History Quarterly 
Vol.13, issue no. 2, Summer 2008, pp. 6-15. 

The carved rocks on Ilkley Moor feature in many publications, but this is a 
particularly good account. Descriptions, locations, access and recent history 
are given for such as The Hanging Stone, Idol Stone and Rock, Pancake Rock, 
The Planets, Badger Stone, Swastika Stone, Overdale Stone, Anvil Rock, 
Doubler Stones, Panorama Stone (broken), The Bamishaw Stone, and Piper 
and Crag Stone. Line drawings and photos (rather grainy) are given for 
some of these. Background text includes such information as "the Panorama 
stone had to be cut in two places for transportation" and "placed in a small 
garden opposite St. Margaret's Church". (A leaflet, Walk Around Cup & Ring 
Stones, can be had from the Ilkley Tourist Information Office.) Note to author: 
Ilkley Moor is immediately south of Ilkley, not to its north! 

Keighley: 'Paper Manufacture and Conversion Around Keighley: The 
Wiggins Teape Connection', by Daven Chamberlain. Yorkshire History Quarterly, 
Vol. 13, Issue No. 2, Summer 2008, pp. 40-8 

"Keighley is a small town ... more associated with the textile industry than 
with paper. Yet for over two centuries the paper industry has had a toehold 
in and around the town, with mills, merchants and conversion facilities." 
This short article covers the background and history of the various businesses 
in which Wiggins Teape became involved during the 20th century. Starting 
with the 1822 Turkey Mill, we go on to the energetic Town family, including 
Jospeh Town & Sons Ltd., Paper Merchants, and the Keighley Paper Mills 
Ltd. Illustrated. 
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Two Centuries and More: memories of Low MoorMethodist Churches recalled 
in 2009. Compiled by Geoff and Mary Twentyman. Aldersgate Methodist 
Church and Low Moor Local History Group, April 2009. 68 pp. £3.00 plus 
£1.00 p&p. Available from the compilers at 13 StAbbs Fold, Odsal, Breadford, 
BD6 1EL. Cheques payable to Aldersgate Methodist Church. 

John Wesley first visited Low Moor in 1747 and the first Methodist chapel 
was built in 1809. This book of memories was produced as part of the 
celebrations to mark this 200th anniversary. A number of buildings have 
been used by the Methodists in Low Moor in that two hundred years and 
people's memories have been grouped according to the building remembered, 
and further broken down by subject. The compilers did well to get the 
memories of George Hodgson Higgins 1853-1927! 
The Saltaire Journal Vol. 1, no. 1, November 2007; no. 2, March 2009. Nemine 
Juvante (Saltaire) Publications. Available online at: www.saltairevillage.info/ 
saltairejournals.html 

The inaugural issue of The Saltaire Journal from Nemine Juvante (Saltaire) 
Publications, a smart, glossy production, features a substantial item on 
'Traces of Salt in London' by Philip Barlow and David Shaw, an account of 
the Salt descendents in their London environs. (It was nice to see the editor 
picked up a Salt reference in the 2007 issue of The Bradford Antiquary, injenny 
Collett's article on 'The Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens'.) Issue Number 2 
features a delightfully informative and attractively-presented 17-page 
feature article on the Saltaire Conversazione by Roger Clark. In addition 
there are two book reviews and a number of 'Snippets', such as 'Alpaca 
tasting at the Queen's Hotel, Leeds' and 'The Grave of George Salt (1833-
1913) finally found'. 

"The Saltaire Journals provide a means for historians to publish findings 
which relate to Saltaire, the UNESCO World Heritage Site in Yorkshire, 
England. The journals are freely available on a world-wide basis to non-
commercial parties such as local historians, and research and educational 
bodies." This glossy production does show up the rather 'downmarket' 
quality of most of our other LHG productions (produced on 'shoestrings'), 
but we wish it well. An online edition is also available. 
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The School in the Wooth Bradford's OpenAir School at Thackley by Christine 
Alvin. Published by the Friends of Buck Wood, 2008. ISBN 0-9520499-8-854 
pp. £3.00. Available from bookshops locally or from the Friends of Buck 

Wood (Email: fobw@ncal.f9.co.uk) 

This attractively-produced booklet celebrates the centenary of a pioneering 
initiative in the health and education of Bradford's children. Concerned by 
the poor health of many of its children caused by industrial pollution and 
low living standards, and how this damaged their education, Bradford City 
Council opened an Open Air School in Thackley in 1908. 

The Open Air School movement began in Germany, where the benefit of 
fresh air, good food and regular exercise were recognized. After a brief 
background account of the situation of Bradford at the time, the author 
describes the opening of the school and gives an account of the early years. 
The School Day is outlined and there is an account of the early pupils with 
some of their reminiscences. The growth and change into the 1920s is 
chronicled with an account of medical care and treatments. The school ran 
into some problems and an inspector was called in to find poor education 
standards and problems with the curriculum. Into the 1930s and then the 
disruption and change caused by World War II. The school was closed and 
the building used for military purposes. These were the years of decay and 
indecision. The school did open again, but the doors were finally closed in 
1958. 

In addition to a succinct and informative text, the book has many 
illustrative tables, plans and an excellent selection of photographs. The final 
chapter tells of the work of the Friends of Buck Wood, one of whose tasks 
was researching the history of the Open Air School and, with the support of 
the City of Bradford MDC, the publication of this useful and well-
documented booklet. The Friends are to be congratulated. 

Nature Not ebook:A Wharfedale Year, by jenny Dixon. Wharfedale Naturalists 
Society, 2008. 40 pages. Unpriced. Website: www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk 

For many years jenny Dixon has written a weekly column in the Ilkley Gazette 
'Nature Notes' which has drawn on her experiences and those of other 
people. In this attractive booklet she has selected a number of the articles 
published in the Gazette from the last three years. With a rich variety of 
coloured photographs and line drawings, the reader is taken through a year 
of natural history with all its variety. There are plants, mammals and 
landscapes, accounts of screaming frogs, white squirrels, seasons, and night 
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skies. The Wharfedale Naturalists Society has some 500 members and all of 
them should be proud of this delightful celebration of Wharfedale's natural 
history. 

Wibsey Miscellany, No. 2, Summer 2007 is the latest offering from the lively 
Wibsey Local History Group. The issue focuses around Enoch Priestley, the 
'Mayor of Wibsey' and the coming of trams to the area. Also featured are the 
Wibsey's Workingmen's Club; the Dialect of Wibsey (by Arnold Kellett); and 
items from the ever-active Stella Carpenter. Copies from the Secretary, 24 
Beechwood Drive, Wibsey BD6 3AG. 

West Bowling, Local History Journal, No. 15 April 2009. Compiler: Jeff 
Halmshow (Tel. 01274 821541; email: jeffh@blueyonder.co.uk) 52 pp + photos. 
£1.50 

PEOPLE 

Bradford Born and Bred: Growing up in the 1940s and 50s by Derek A.J.Lister. 
Bank House Books, 2008. 350 pages. ISBN 9781904408413 £17.99 

Having been privileged to see an early draft of this book, I was impatient to 
see it on bookshop shelves. Now it is here. And what a marvellous production 
it is! 350 pages of Bradford life in the 1940s and early 'SOs, the years of 
rationing, snow in winter, Farmer Giles coffee house, trolley buses, walking 
to school, matinée shows at the Odeon, Gaumont, Empress, Arcadian and 
Elysian cinemas, etc., etc. 

The fifties are poorly charted years, yet there are many of us who 
remember them, and remember them, not just for what happened, but as a 
time when there was a respect for authority, when we know who our 
neighbours were, when we could play in the street, when working days 
were long and when we visited grandparents for Sunday tea with the best 
china. I was going on to say when kids behaved themselves, but that is 
taking selective memory too far! Young Derek and his mates were no saints, 
even if they did sing in the Church choir and serve at the altar! And there 
was sadness too. There were children who did not recognize their fathers 
on their return from the war; others who had lost relatives in the conflict. 
There was hunger and poverty too. 

Derek was born in Listerhills, attended St. Patrick's School in Westgate, 
and got his first job in Burton's in Kirkgate. The family later moved out to 
Wyke as part of the great move out to the new housing estates. This is not a 
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chronological history, but a sequence of topical chapters such as: School Life; 
Going to the Pictures; Home Life in Wartime; Illness and Remedies; Favourite 
Films and Stars; Gangs and Games; Playing Fields and Open Spaces; Bradford 
Characters; Daytrips and Family Holidays; Wireless and Early Television. 

In amongst the accounts of everyday life as lived by this Bradford lad, I 
pick out just a few snippets. Hangman Tom Pierrpoint "who lived in Clayton, 
often chatted to us and sent us on our way with a smile and a pat on the 
head"; Derek and his friends were at Odsal when speedway ace Joe Abbott 
was killed in 1949; there is a picture of a young Pauline Matthews ('Kiki Dee') 
in Busby's Santa's grotto; watching Roy Rogers at the cinema where "It was 
always an excuse to visit the toilet when he began to sing to a girl or his 
horse Trigger"; on Wednesday half-day closing, Derek and fellow Burton 
sales assistant, John Hockney (brother of the now famous David), would go 
to the cinema; the famous Gilbert Harding on his policeman's beat in Wyke; 
skirmishes with the 'Canterbury Warriors'; the toy department at Brown 
Muff's, "when I helped Harry Corbett, of Sooty fame., to display his puppets 
for a children's matinee. I was rewarded with 2s. 6d."; hitch-hiking from 
Wyke and getting a lift to Kent in the car of Richard Todd ('Guy Gibson' in 
The Dambusters); and cheekily seeking the autographs of Laurel and Hardy at 
the Midland Hotel and being invited into their suite to meet their wives. 
These are highlights, but 'ordinary' life, such as helping Mum and Dad, 
learning at school, and 'playing out', is there as well. 

The story ends with the author's call-up for National Service (though his 
years as lead singer of'Dal Stevens and the Blue Jays' and a semi-professional 
disc jockey at the Majestic and Gaumont Ballrooms are recounted in Bradford's 
Rock'n'Roll published in 1992). The book closes on a poignant note, with a 
list of the author's school friends and playmates who have passed away. 

In this delightful book, the cover alone is worth seeing, Derek Lister has 
given us back the sights and sounds and smells of the Bradford of his, and 
our, youth. We thank him for it! 

J. B. Priestley: Early Days in London by Alan Day. The J B Priestley Society, 
2008.21 pages. £3.50. 
The Story ofJ. B. Priestley's Postscripts, by Nicolas Hawkes. TheJ B Priestley 
Society, 2008.46 pages. £5.00. 
These Stumbling Chronicles: a guide to the novels ofJ B Priestley, by Michael 
Nelson. The J B Priestley Society, 2009.91 pages. £6.00. 
(All available from The Hon. Publications Secretary, 3 B Priestley Society, 22 
Holden Lane, Baildon, Shipley, BD17 6HZ. Add £1.00 each for p&p.) 
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We are pleased to report that the J. B. Priestley Society continues to produce 
booklets on this famous Bradford son. Priestley's early days in London have, 
hitherto, been something of a mystery, or at least little-known. Now, in J. B. 
Priestley: Early Days in London, Alan Day, Priestley's bibliographer, tells of JB's 
relations with such editors and publishers as J. C. Squire, John Lane, Robert 
Lynd and Gerald Barry. 

The background to JB's morale-boosting wartime broadcasts, The 
Postscripts, particularly the second series, has long been clouded in controversy 
- was Churchill jealous of Priestley's popularity and so stopped them? In 
this well-researched study, JB's Ilkley-based son-in-law sheds light on the 
issue. 

And after being long out-of-print, Michael Nelson, a founder member 
and Information Officer of the J B Priestley Society, has produced a much 
expanded edition of his 1999 account in These Stumbling Chronicles. Lively 
accounts are given of 26 of Priestley's novels plus a personal assessment. It is 
nice to see the growing interest in'JB's' work beyond the much-performed 
plays. All these novels are available from the Local History Department of 
the Bradford Central Library. 

The Good Companions by J.B.Priestley: A special reprint edition by Great 
Northern Books, 2008. 605 pages. ISBN: 978-1-905080-9. £16.99 
Priestley's Wars edited by Neil Hanson with Tom Priestley. Great Northern 
Books, 2008. 384 pages ISBN 9781905080366 £18.99 
We also welcome the initiative of Ilkley-based Great Northern Books in 
republishing some of Priestley long out-of-print works augmented with 
biographical and critical essays. After the semi-autobiographical Bright Day 
(2006) comes The Good Companions, that phenomenal best-seller which opens 
with the iconic description of cloth-capped football crowds walking up 
Bruddersford's Manchester Road. First published in 1939 at a time of 
deepening economic gloom and worldwide political unrest, The Good 
Companions caught the public imagination and made Priestley a national 
figure. This special edition comes with forewords by Dame Judi Dench and 
Tom Priestley; essays by Barry Cryer and Alan Plater; an illustrated 
biographical background by Lee Hanson; and an exploration of the book's 
major screen and stage adaptations. 

Priestley's Wars is a compilation of Priestley's views on war from his letters 
and vast output of published writings - 269 separate pieces, augmented 
with essays giving context and evaluation, including comments from 
Margaret Drabble and Tony Berm. 
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The Hainsworth Story: Seven Generations of Textile Manufacturing, by Ruth 
Strong. Jeremy Mills Publishing, 2006.116 pages. ISBN: 1-905217-19-6. £10.00 
plus £2.25 p&p. Copies from Jenni Adams, A. W. Hainsworth & Sons Ltd., 
Spring Valley Mills, Stanningley, Pudsey, L528 6DW or direct from the Mill's 
Reception. 

Presumably financed by A. W. Hainsworth & Sons Ltd, of Stanningley, comes 
a marvellously-produced history of the firm by Ruth Strong and published 
by Jeremy Mills Publishing of Lindley, Huddersfield. The Hainsworth Story 
follows the ups and downs in the Company's 250 year history from fires, 
floods, and premature deaths of Company Directors to new markets and 
takeovers. Despite such tragedies, Hainsworths is still going strong today, 
even though so many other similar companies have closed. It is one of the 
last 'vertical' woollen textile mills remaining in the UK. The history is well-
researched, with a major source being the company's own archives. The 82 
illustrations, many in colour, are outstanding. Together with Mark Keighley's 
Wool City and The Book Case's republishing of Fabrics, Filth and Fairy Tents, two 
books reviewed in our previous issue, our region's textile heritage is now 
much better documented. 

'Childhood memories... Tribute to a Bradford Hero, Sub-Lt. Joseph McEvory 
RNVR (1914-1942)', by J, Murray. Yorkshire History Quarterly, Vol. 13, Issue No. 
2, Summer 2008, pp. 22-5 
A brief memoir and text of a letter of a Bradford school master (St. Ann's 

RC Primary School). 

(Sarah WhittakerJ Turtle at Mr. Humble's 2nd ed. By Pamela Rae. Smith Settle, 
Otley, 2008. xx + 236 pp. ISBN 978 0 9558995 0 8 £11.95 

This book of the odd title is not only an attractive and entertaining story - a 
brilliantly-told family saga of love, bankruptcy, exile, return, re-exile, etc. - 

but it is important as an insight into a Bradford before the industrial 
revolution changed the landscape for ever, socially and physically: before 
Bradford Dale became Worstedopolis. The book is sub-titled: The fortunes of a 
Bradford mercantile family in Yorkshire and South Carolina, 1758-183 7. This is a 
Bradford of landed families building mansions, cultivating 'grounds', 
attending soirees, taking the waters at Harrogate, and eating turtle at Mr 
Humble's mansion. 

The central figure is Sarah Buck, who was born in 1760 into a family of 
well-to-do Bradford entrepreneurs. Her mother was a daughter of a 
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prosperous Leeds merchant, Samuel Dawson, and her father, John Buck, 
was one of the successful woolstaplers who were key figures in the textile 
world at this time. He built his home, Townhill, at the southern end of the 
family's Goodmansend estate, near the present-day Wakefield Road. Sarah 
married William Whittaker, a Manchester merchant. William was 
bankrupted in 1794 and fled to America to escape his creditors, leaving 
Sarah and their two children to live with her father and step-mother. The 
ins-and-outs of Sarah's sad story, and the trials and tribulations of every-
day life as chronicled in these letters, tell us much about the Bradford and 
West Riding mercantile classes of the Georgian Age. 

Not the least interesting aspect of this book, an augmented re-issue, is 
the author's account of the network of scholars and relations across the 
nation and beyond, beavering away at the vast corpus of Whittaker Papers, 
sometimes revealing famous names. One would like to think all research 
into family archives was always so well documented and co-ordinated. 
And that we all keep well-documented journals and letters! 

Along Familiar Lines: the human story of railways in the Bradford area by 
Mark Neale. City Gent Publications, 2008.66 pp. ISBN 9 78095279934 £4.50 

Mark Neale, librarian for the Bradford Railway Circle, has collected the 
memories of local railway workers and train spotters. Chapter include 'Death 
on the line'; accounts by 'railway children' at Shipley (c.1960), Queensbury, 
and Great Horton (1946/7); 'The line was far from Idle'; 'A signalman's tale'; 
'The Yeadon Ghost Train'; and 'Drama at Bingley Goods'. 

Photos include Thackley station, a Deltic at Bingley, Queensbury station 
and tunnel, boys 'cabbing', time tables and tickets, an excursion train at 
Yeadon station, a steam-hauled Thames-Clyde express, Idle goods yard, 
Shipley Windhill station and Thornton viaduct under construction. Some 
of the photos are rather pale and I missed having a contents page, but 
otherwise City Gent have done a good job. 
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All the books reviewed above maybe borrowed by members of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society from the Society's library. 

Afterthought. The availability and commercial viability of local publications 
is a continuing problem. The Central Library no longer publishes or sells 
local publications, and Daley's in Little Horton Lane no longer sells books. 
Please support local research and its publication by getting your local 
bookshops and libraries to stock them. Both the Local Studies Department 
of the Central Library and the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Library 
would be pleased to receive news of any new or forthcoming books, and 
receive any newsletters and pamphlets produced to be kept for posterity. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

Stella Carpenter had a career with the Halifax Building Society and in 
retirement is having another in local history. She is an active member of 
both the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society and the Wibsey Local 
History Group, and has published many articles in local journals on Wibsey. 
David Croft was, for many years, Deputy local Studies Librarian at Bradford 
Libraries. His article on'Fires in Bradford History' appeared in Aspects of Bradford 
(1999), and on Forster Square in Bradford Chapters (200?). David has also written 
widely on transport history and his Bibliography of British and Irish Tramways, en-
authored with Adam Gordon, was published in 2009. David is currently Hon. 
Librarian of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Sodety. 
Frank Dickinson is a retired policeman who is now Secretary of the Eccleshill 
Local History Group. He has contributed many pieces to the publications of 
the Group and to various local magazines, including The Bradford Antiquary 
2008 ('Scar Hill Toll House and its Keepers'). 
Bob Duckett was Reference Librarian at Bradford Libraries for many years. In 
addition toediting The BradfordAntiquanj, heisUKEditor forBmntëStudies and joint 
author of Know It All, Find It Fast: an A-Z source guide for the enquiry desk (Facet 
Publishing), now in its third edition. Bob was recently awarded a doctorate for 
a study on the transition of reference libraries to information services. 
Graham Hall was educated at Grange Grammar School and worked for a 
local company involved in steel fabrication work, eventually becoming a 
director of the company. Retirement has allowed him to indulge his passion 
for collecting 'Bradfordiana', particularly postcards, many of which feature 
in local publications. Graham helps run a Bradford History Group at the 
Bradford Mechanics' Institute library. 
Ian Watson worked for Gratton Warehouses before retirement, after which 
he studied for a part-time degree in local and regional history. 
Alan Whitworth is an author and lecturer on local history. Publications 
includeAspects of York,Aspects of the Yorkshire Coast, both for Wharncliffe Press, 
and The Old Bell Chapel, Thornton (Culva House Press, 2005). 
Anne Wilkinson recently completed a doctorate at Leeds Metropolitan 
University on 'Provincial Urban Culture: Art and Public Performance in 
Leeds and Bradford, 1900-1950'. Her article on' The Bradford Subscription 
Concerts, 1865-1950' featured in The Bradford Antiquary 2008. 
Butler Wood (1854-1934) was Director of the City of Bradford Art Gallery 
and Museums 1885-1925, City Librarian 1884-1925, founder member of the 
Museums Association and Brontë Society, and wrote feature articles on 
local history in local newspapers in 1930s. 
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THE BRADFORD HISTORICAL & ANTIQUARIAN 

SOCIETY 

A Report for the year 2008-9 by Bob Duckett, President 

I am pleased to report presiding over a successful year of meetings and 

initiatives. 
A full programme of lectures took place with attendance usually in 

the 20s. The practice of holding winter meetings in the mornings and 
summer meetings in the evenings was continued and worked well. Our 
librarian, David Croft, was able to promote the Society's library at 
meetings and we were grateful to Betty Woodrow for providing 
refreshments. The Central Library remains an excellent venue. 

In September Eileen White gave a fascinating lecture on diet in 
Yorkshire monasteries, dispelling a number of myths in doing so. The 
AGM was held in October at which Astrid Hansen was confirmed as the 
President for 2009 - 11 and Bob Duckett, the current President, gave a 
talk on Bradford and the Brontës. In November, Patrick Clarke gave an 
illustrated talk on listed buildings in Bradford and Leeds. This was 
followed in December by 'Cruel Lives: housing and health in Victorian 
Leeds and Bradford' by John Brooke. The New Year was ushered in by 
Terry Sutton who gave accounts of places and buildings which had 
disappeared in the 1960s and 70s. In February, Trevor Moody gave a talk 
on the National Trust on the Yorkshire coast, followed in March by a 
nostalgic slide show on 'Old Bradford in Pictures' by David Croft. In 
April, Bradford's astronomer and mathematician, 'The Incomparable Mr 
Sharp', was the subject of a talk by Astrid Hansen. The final lecture of the 
season was given by John Hudson on the work of the English country 
potter. Our thanks go to Betty Woodrow, Lectures Secretary, for providing 
such an interesting programme. 

The summer excursion was a particularly well-attended tour round 
historic Halifax led by David Nortcliffe of Calder Heritage Walks. 

Membership remains steady at 59 though obviously more members 
would be welcome. 

The Newsletter was discontinued and instead we agreed to promote 
events and provide information by using the Society's website. 

The Society's Library has seen a number of developments under the 
energetic Honorary Librarian, David Croft. A stock-taking of the books was 
undertaken and a new subject catalogue prepared. (This is available to Society 
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members.) Concurrent with this was the identification and disposal of stock 
on non-Yorkshire subjects in order to reduce over-crowding and raise 
revenue. The former has allowed a more efficient service while the latter has 
enabled new stock to be purchased, though we are always grateful for 
donations. Work continues on dealing with glass negatives, transparencies 
and archive material. The issue of books has increased. 

The 2008 Bradford Antiquary was published with a variety of interesting 
articles, a list of which is given on another page. Particularly notable was an 
extended critique of the new Oxford Dictionary of National Biography by James 
Ogden. This highlighted Bradford celebrities omitted! An innovation was 
the listing of the large number of other local history societies with a note of 
their activities. There were articles by members of three of these societies, 
and with Ilkley, Keighley and Burley-in-Wharfedale subjects featured, we 
hope that The Bradford Antiquary will continue to serve as a publishing outlet 
for serious research on the wider Bradford area. 

We are pleased to report that an article by Dr Christine Alvin on Dr 
Bell and Anthrax published in the 2007 issue of The Bradford Antiquary was 
featured in the April 2009 issue of the BBC magazine Who Do You Think 
You Are? 

The Website (www.bradfordhistorical.fsnet.co.uk) continues to 
provide information about the Society to the world at large, with several 
enquiries received. A number of new features are planned and we would 
ask members and users for suggestions for improvements. An index to 
The Bradford Antiquary is to be added. Please contact the Webmaster via 
the website or through the Honorary Secretary. 

Finance. In contrast to many recent years, income is increasing, due 
largely to increased sales of The Bradford Antiquary and the sale of unwanted 
books from the library. 

Among the Society's initiatives were: 
the production of a plaque celebrating the Bradford astronomer 
and mathematician, Abraham Sharp, on the site of his home at 
Horton Hall, now the location of All Saints C of E Primary School. 
The Bishop of Bradford was due to unveil the plaque on 17th July 
2009. Financial assistance was given by the Community Chest. 
support for a grant application for Lottery funding by the Friends 
of Buck Wood to investigate a possible pro-historic enclosure in 
the wood. The bid was successful. 
presence at the local and family history fair organised by the 
Aldersgate Methodist Church and Low Moor Local History Group. 
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY 

By David Croft (Hon. Librarian) 

The following books have been added to the stock of the Society's library 
and are available for loan to members. Please see the Librarian at any of the 
lectures. 

Alvin, Christine. A title acquired without labour: Dr. George Mossman, M.D. (1763-
1824) 2006. 41 MOS 
Alvin, Christine. The school in the wood: Bradford's open air school at Thackley. 
2008. 55THA 
Billerby, Rachel. Chasing the six-pence: the lives of Bradford millfolk. 2005. 
Binding, Tim. On Ilkley Moor: the story ofan English town. 2001. 12 ILK 
Brown, Caroline. Ilkley at war. 2006. 62 ILK 
Cullingworth History Group. Cullingworth: a glimpse of the past. 2002, and 
Volume 2,2006. 12 CUL 
Ibbetson's General and Classified Directory, Street List and History of Bradford. 1850 
(2009 reprint). 05 BRA 
Kelly's Directory of Bradford and Suburbs, 1912 (2009 reprint) 05 BRA 
Lockwood, Stephen. Bradford trolleybuses. 2003. 9 BRA 
Neale, Mark. Along familiar lines: the human story of railways in the Bradford area. 
Nd. 79 BRA 
Rae, Pamela. Turtle at Mr. Humble's: the fortunes of a Bradford mercantilefamily, 
Yorkshire and South Caroline, 1758-1837.2008 40 
Shelton, Tony. Leeds'golden acres: the history of a park and its people. (The story of 
Golden Acre Park). 2000. 91 LEE 
Smith's Directory of Bradford and neighbourhood including the townships and villages 
within five miles of the exchange. 1872 (2009 reprint) 05 BRA 
Strong, Ruth. The Hainsworth story: seven generations of textile manufacturing. (A 
Stanningley textile business). 2006. 73 STA 
Thomas, Peter. Hebden Bridge: a short history of the area. 2008. 12 HEB 
Twentyman, Geoff and Mary. Two centuries and more: memories of Low Moor 
Methodist Churches. 2009. 37L0W 
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THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

Journal of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

Recent issues for sale 

2005 (Third series, no.9) 
William Cudworth: Writing History in the 19 Century by George 
Shea-is, 

• Littlemoor and Harrowins - Two Lost Legacies of Queensbiny by 
Sarah Powell 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 

Welcome to readers of this 2010 issue of the Bradford 
Antiquary. 

Interest in Bradford's history continues unabated and this year we are 
making the Bradford Antiquary available in local bookshops and other local 
outlets such as Tourist Visitor Centres and libraries. Members of the 
Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society automatically receive a copy 
as part of their subscription, but non-members have, perhaps, been unaware 
that each year the Bradford Antiquary publishes a variety of articles on Bradford 
history ... and Ilkley's, Bingley's, Keighley's and other places in the post-1974 
metropolitan district. A list of the contents of recent issues will be found at 
the end of this issue. Membership of the Society is open to all who are 
interested in local history; details of how to join will be found on the second 
page. 

We are pleased to feature a wide range of interesting topics in this issue. 
Bradford is a bit short of pre-history so it is with pleasure we feature Eileen 
White's account of the excavation of a settlement in Buck Woods, Thackley. 
The discovery of a quern, inscribed stones and other evidence of early 
settlement in the Aire Valley is exciting. Inscribed stones of a different sort 
feature in another two articles. Brick making was an important industry in 
Bradford and Derek Barker gives us an excellent account of its history in 
Bradford. Before turning to making bricks, the Manor House Pottery at 
Eccleshill made pottery and stoneware, and Frank Dickinson tells us the 
story of this important works and something about its employees. Digging 
around for bricks with maker's names on them does not, perhaps, have the 
same glamour as looking for cup-and-ring marks, but do look around, the 
evidence is disappearing faster than we realise. 

Another important trade in our area was printing. Our expert here is 
Graham Hall who has previously given us accounts of W. N. Sharpe Ltd and 
Walter Scott. Here he gives an account of Lund Humphries, a local firm with 
an international reputation. 

Two local people of note were William Scoresby, an arctic explorer and 
scientist, who was the vicar of Bradford from 1839 to 1847, and Abraham 
Sharp (1653-1742), astronomer and mathematician, who despite being 
highly regarded by national figures such as Astronomer Royals John 
Flamsteed and Edmund Halley, lived much of his life quietly at Horton Hall. 
Norman Alvin and Astrid Hansen, respectively, provide us with much that 



we will find new. Another Bradford-born scientist who gained international 
respect was Adolophus Schott, FRS. Not astronomy this time, but radiation 
and quantum physics! James Ogden, who was a lecturer at Aberystwyth, 
where Schott was Professor of Applied Mathematics, brings to our notice 
this hitherto neglected Bradfordian. Other local celebrities featured in these 
pages are Councillor Johnson, 'Hero of the Isolation Hospital', and local 
historian, the lateJoe Fieldhouse. Derek Crabtree and John Haigh pay tribute. 

Allan Stott served in the Bradford Fire Service from 1919 until 1945 and 
uses his interest and knowledge to tell us its history from its foundation in 
1806 to 1940, spiced with many surprising anecdotes. Surprising also is 
news of the Raw Nook Railway, which Alan Longbottom found tucked 
away in a 1845 newspaper while sleuthing for other nuggets of historical 
interest. 

Finally there is the contents-listing of recent issues of the Bradford Antiquary 
itself, more evidence of interest in our heritage. 

Putting together a compilation of items from a variety of contributors is 
quite a demanding task and I wish to acknowledge the help given me by 
Sarah Powell of Bradford Libraries who has helped with selection, editing, 
and matters grammatical and electronic. 

Bob Duckett 
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BUCK WOOD, THACKLEY: 

INVESTIGATING A PREHISTORIC SITE 

By Eileen White 

Introduction 
Buck Wood lies on the south side of the Aire Valley, within a distinctive 

curve of the River Aire. It was part of the fringe of manorial woodland 
marking the northern boundary of the Township of Idle, of which Thackley 
was a part. The Leeds and Liverpool Canal, following the line of the river, 
cuts through its lowest section. The wood takes its name from the Buck 
family, who operated the corn mill on the river for nearly two hundred 
years. Walter Calverley, newly installed at Esholt Hall, purchased it in 1744, 
and not long after it passed to the Stansfield family. Bradford Corporation 
bought the whole estate in 1906, in order to build a much-needed sewage 
works at Esholt. Yorkshire Water now holds the sewage works and adjacent 
land, but Bradford Council retains ownership of Buck Wood. 

The Friends of Buck Wood was established in 2004 with the 
encouragement of Bradford Council, to involve local residents and others 
interested in the management and future of the wood. The group obtained a 
Heritage Initiative Grant, which enabled various surveys to be made under 
the project A Breath of Fresh Aire. One of these was a walk-over archaeological 
survey in February 2006 by Blaise Vyner Consultancy. The two 
archaeologists involved, Philip Abramson and Stephen Sherlock, recognised 
an oval embanked enclosure, and suggested it could have prehistoric origins. 
The beginning of an orthostat wall was adjacent to the embankment on the 
north-east. In the centre was another bank, which they thought could be 
the remains of a rectangular structure. Other experts from the West Yorkshire 
Archaeological Services and Bradford University subsequently agreed that 
there could be a prehistoric site within the wood. 
A modern footpath cuts across one end of the enclosure. None of the 

Friends had previously appreciated the significance of the area, despite 
walking through it on many occasions, although they had been aware of the 
low density of trees, and even the lack of the otherwise ubiquitous holly. The 
oval enclosure is situated on a natural terrace of the valley side, and its 
lower bank marks the beginning of a steep drop down to the river. (Figure 1) 

With the encouragement and advice of the West Yorkshire Archaeological 
Service, the Friends applied for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant and were able 
to demonstrate that further investigations, involving the Friends and the 
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local community, would be of great value. Several letters from local historical 
societies and educational establishments supported the application, and 
the Friends of Buck Wood were awarded a grant of £25,000. 

This enabled the project A Breath of Ancient Aire to commission a 
Geophysical Survey from the West Yorkshire Archaeological Service, and to 
engage John Buglass, an archaeologist with experience of working with and 
training volunteers. He made a survey of the site in February 2009 and 
directed a more detailed investigation at the beginning of July. The latter 
survey was done with the help of enthusiastic volunteers from the local and 
not-so-local community and with some pupils from the nearby Immanuel 
College. Some re-allocation of funding allowed a further week's work in 
September 2009. 

For the volunteers, this was an opportunity to learn some basic 
techniques of archaeology, and it stimulated further background study into 
this early period of history. 

Prehistory 
Simply to label the enclosure site 'prehistoric' gives it a range of several 

thousand years. To bring some order into the exploration of the past, 
archaeologists have developed some rough definitions based on the materials 
and tools of early inhabitants. Modifications of the time scales inevitably 
took place as scientific techniques improved, but the now-familiar sequences 
provide a base for understanding the past. These sequences did not start 
and end at the same time throughout the world and can co-exist and overlap. 
It becomes easy to talk of thousands of years, locating an artefact in time 
'give or take a hundred years each side', but these hundreds of years 
represent lifetimes of endeavour, experiments and persistence. Stone tools 
provided the means to expand and cultivate for a longer period than the 
eventual use of bronze and iron. The Stone Age itself has to be viewed as 
three periods, and during the first phase northern Britain was slowly 
recovering from the glaciers of the Ice Age, with growth of forest from birch 
and pine to hazel, oak and elm. 

Mesolithic Middle Stone Age, c. 8,300 - c. 4,000 B.C. 
There are scattered finds from this period in the Aire and Wharfe Valleys. 

Throughout the country, clearance of forest began, and settlements increased. 

Neolithic New Stone Age, c. 4,000 - c. 2,000 B.C. 
Forest clearance continued with the development of field systems and 
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cereal cultivation. If one area became worked out there was space to move 
on elsewhere. Evidence for enclosed settlements has been found in the Wharfe 
and Aire Valleys, around Ilkley, Otley, Bingley and Baildon. 

Bronze Age c. 2,500 - c. 800 B.C. 
The new metal-working era overlapped with that of stone-working, 

and stone tools, which had proved efficient, continued to be used. There was 
renewed woodland clearance,with few trees left on the upper moors by c. 
1,200 B.C. Land boundaries were established and pasturing of animals 
complemented cereal cultivation. Over a period from c. 1,300 B.C. to c. 900 
B.C., the earlier warm and dry conditions gave way to a cooler, wetter 
climate, which meant a shorter growing period for crops. Upland areas 
became more acidic. 

Iron Age c. 800 B.C. - 43 A.D. 
Iron tools meant woodland could be cleared more effectively, and iron 

ploughs could break up the heavier clay soils of lowland Britain, altering 
settlement areas. Field systems, begun in Neolithic times, were more 
developed, and land boundaries denoted tribal areas. 

Romano-British period 43 A.D. - 410 A.D. 
Dating now becomes more precise, with the arrival of the Romans and 

recorded history. But the lifestyle of prehistory did not cease: the Iron Age 
pattern continued in rural areas, and would continue after the official 
withdrawal of Roman government. 

Placing the Buck Wood enclosure site into this prehistoric sequence 
proved more complex than originally anticipated. 

Topographical Survey (February 2009) 
Examination of the site began with a detailed measuring of the enclosure 

bank and possible inner feature. At the same time, a team from the West 
Yorkshire Archaeological Service carried out a Geophysical Survey 
(magnetometer and earth resistance) focused, as their Report said, 'around 
an enigmatic stone embankment in a relatively open part of the wood'. 
Because of the thin soil covering millstone grits which outcropped in places, 
the resistance survey could produce nothing that suggested any man-made 
structures. The magnetic survey was also hampered by the thin topsoil and 
geology of the site, and any archaeological causes of anomalies found in the 
readings could only be tentative. However, another response to this survey 
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Figure 2. Learning surveying techniques 

suggests that further archaeological investigation might be worthwhile in 
one section of the enclosure. 

During this first stage the volunteers were given an introduction to 
surveying techniques by John Buglass (Figure 2). With his professional 
experience and record of working with and training ignorant enthusiasts, 
he soon had everyone involved in one of the many tasks needed. Using 
simple tachometry with a basic surveying or dumpy level, which entailed 
one person standing with a measuring rod and another person peering 
through a lens from a fixed point and reading off the numbers, a working 
plan of the site was plotted. Meanwhile, the line of the enclosure wall was 
determined by a sequence of red flags, and the holly was cleared around the 
embankment. This served to emphasise that although the holly bushes and 
other undergrowth and trees surrounded and occasionally intruded on the 
embankment, surprisingly little grew within the enclosure itself, no doubt 
due to the shallow soil cover. A Geology Report on the site by Alison 
Armstrong defines the soil as Brown Earth soil type as found on land that 
once supported native wild wood but has been changed by Romano-British 
tree clearing and intensified farming with subsequent soil erosion. Under 
this shallow layer is a yellow sandy layer and soft clay, the base layer of the 
excavation. 

The orthostat wall, made up of a line of large stones, and which joins the 
embankment wall at a point crossed by the modem footpath, was also 
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Figure 3. Part of the orthostat wall 

recorded for a short distance (Figure 3). The stones had been set on edge to 
form a low wall along the contour where the natural level of the upper 
valley gives way to a steep slope down to the river. The stones were tracked 
further through the wood, and the undergrowth cleared, to a point where 
the wall appeared to turn north-east towards the dry stone wall boundary 
of a field within the wood christened by the original walk-over surveyors 
the 'Tear-drop Field' because of its shape. 

Orthos tat walls 
The beginning of field systems can be traced back to Neolithic times 

when woodland was cleared and cereals planted. Burning of undergrowth 
would produce ash to fertilise the ground, and once the soil was worked out 
the early farmers would move on elsewhere. Clearing the ground meant 
digging up and removing stones, which could form boundaries of primitive 
field systems. In time, these became a sign of the division of properties, as 
well as marking off cultivated areas or providing enclosures for animals. By 
the end of the Bronze Age a familiar landscape was emerging, of fields divided 
by hedges or walls. Their remains can be substantial, leading 19th century 
investigators to believe they were medieval in origin. 

'Orthostat' refers to upright stones forming a wall, and the wall leading 
off the enclosure in Buck Wood is made up of large unworked stones forming 
a boundary and retainer at the beginning of the slope down to the river. The 
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smaller stones scattered below it suggests that at one time the large stones 
provided a base for a higher dry stone wall. 

The point where the wall meets the enclosure embankment is now 
underneath the footpath, and although Bradford Council has given 
permission to excavate at this point, it was considered that time did not 
permit a proper investigation to take place during 2009. At present, it is not 
possible to say whether the wall preceded or followed the construction of 
the embankment. 

There appears to be a more complex system of these field boundaries 
going further into the wood and it is hoped that the Friends of Buck Wood, 
using the techniques acquired, will be able to map this in more detail. Such 
walls would not have been created through woodland and they indicate 
that this part of the present wood had been cleared of trees. Regeneration 
does not take long after cultivation is abandoned. Immediately south of the 
enclosure is the site of the Open Air School, built in 1908 and finally burnt 
down and dismantled in 1966. In a short time, within living memory, the 
trees began to grow where the buildings had stood, and over the open lawn 
in front fallen leaves and earth hid the evidence. The Friends, led by Norman 
Alvin, began the first archaeological dig in 2004 to reveal the foundations, 
and the kerb of the path alongside the school. The soil and humus covering 
the remains proved deeper than that covering the older site below. This 
serves to illustrate how quickly and easily a settlement can be lost to 
memory, and the orthostat wall is an indication of a different landscape. In 
time, the trees regenerated and formed the manorial woodland, managed 
for its timber and coppicing, thus preserving the enclosed site. Probably 
there were other such settlements along the same contour of the valley, as 
scattered finds in other parts of Thackley, such as Brackendale, indicate. 
These were recorded during the 1950s in the Cartwright Memorial Museum 
Archaeology Group Bulletin. 

At the end of the week of surveying an outline of the enclosure and the 
orthostat wall had been recorded and the feature in the centre, originally 
imagined to be rectangular, began to look like an oval shape reflecting that of 
the larger perimeter wall. 
A final discovery crowned the first week's work, and firmly placed Buck 

Wood on the prehistoric map. Close to the footpath cutting across the 
enclosure and near the orthostat wall, a visitor to the site, W. Swainston, 
recognised that a large earthfast boulder had a series of cup marks pecked 
across its upper surface. This kind of 'rock art', patterns of cups or cup-and-
ring marks, was already known from Ilkley and Baildon Moors, and 
immediately put the enclosure into a wider prehistoric context. Two 
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volunteers, Angie McLachlan and Liz Austin, were sent to investigate other 
rocks close by, and discovered two more examples, one of which had three 
cup marks surrounded by a groove on three sides. Further finds were made 
throughout the duration of the project and since it ended. 

Figure 4. Site Plan 

Archaeological Investigations 

July and September 2009 
Working from the February Survey, John Buglass returned in July with 

ideas of the best places to put in trenches. He brought with him two colleagues, 
Chris Scurfield and Alan Melotte, to oversee the volunteers. The enclosure 
site in Buck Wood, measured in February, is 82 metres on the north-east to 
south-west axis, and 78 metres on the north-west to south-east axis. (Figure 4) 

Enclosures 
The study of Neolithic sites has often concentrated on those in southern 

Britain, where Stonehenge, Avebury and Silbury Hill are impressive 
monuments. Large enclosures are interpreted as settlements, cattle 
compounds, trade centres, fortified defences or cult centres. Smaller 
settlements, especially from the Late Bronze Age onwards, are now being 
uncovered: small groups of houses, surrounded by ditches or embankments, 
or by palisades. In the Iron Age, an enclosure could be terraced into a hillside, 
enclosed by a stone-faced wall with wooden pallisading, or by a wall made 
completely of stone. Such settlements continued unchanged through the 
Romano-British period. 
A site could be abandoned and re-occupied, or used for different purposes. 
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Figure 5. Perimeter wall at Trench 2 

Its stone walls could be robbed for later dry stone walling, as was certainly 
the case in Buck Wood. As the work continued it became apparent how 
fortuitous it was that the site had been preserved within the manorial 
woodland. 

The Embankment 
Three main trenches-2,3 and 5—and a partial trench —6— were taken at 

points round the perimeter. A detailed description of the results is provided 
byJohn Buglass in his Report to the Friends of Buck Wood, and is summarised 
here. 

Trench 2 on the southern side measured 4 x 2 metres. As with other 
excavations, the natural geological deposit was found to be a pale sandy silt, 
on top of which the stone wall was constructed, with no indication of a 
foundation dug into this deposit. It was possible to detect the original base 
of the wall, and the spread of its later collapse. Some of the stones that fell on 
its external side were probably taken at a later time to build the dry stone 
wall of a field close by. The original wall was 2.2 metres wide, made of 
carefully laid slabs of sandstone on the inner and outer faces, with an infill 
of sandstone rubble. The remains of the wall had been covered by a sandy 
material, which had built up over and between the stones. A thin layer of 
leaf litter and organic matter had settled on top of the remains. John Buglass 
explained to the volunteers that it could have been the base of a substantial 
wall, and not just a containing fence wall of an animal enclosure (Figure 5). 
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Figure 6. Section plan of Trench 3 

Trench 3 was taken across the bank on the western side, where the edge 
of the natural terrace began to slope down to the river, and where the remains 
of the wall are most distinctive. Here, two phases of construction were 
revealed. The first was made of two parallel rows of curb-stone blocks, 1.8 
metres apart, forming a base for a dry stone wall packed with rubble, in a 
similar manner to the Trench 2 wall. This had been built at the bottom of the 
natural terrace, and it may have been that pressure from the ground above 
caused a collapse. The second phase wall was built on the crest of the slope, 
and cut into the natural base for security. Its outer face was built into the 
inner face of the first wall, and a new inner face of dry stone walling was 
built along a line of large curbing stones (Figure 6). 

Two finds were recorded here: a badly corroded coin that might be of 
Romano-British date, and a Neolithic/Bronze Age flint. The flint does not 
necessarily date the construction of the wall, as it could have been already 
deposited in soil that was used to pack the stones. A report from a flint 
specialist, S. Toase, suggested it could be of late Neolithic date. Its original 
use is uncertain, but it might be a blade reworked as a scraper. 

Trench 5 was taken across the upper eastern side of the perimeter. It 
showed the wall had a similar construction to the Trench 2 wall, and included 
a large earth-fast stone that had been incorporated into the outer face. The 
infill was again of stone rubble. 

These excavations showed that the enclosing wall had been dry-built 
from local sandstone of varying sizes, with carefully made inner and outer 
walls and a packed rubble infill. It enclosed a natural terrace on the valley 
side. There did not seem to have been a protective ditch, perhaps because 
the natural stony base was difficult to excavate. As the wall decayed, the 
fallen stones spread over a wide area, and much of this scattered material 
must have been taken to build the later dry stone field boundaries within 
the wood. The height of the wall is difficult to estimate, especially if it had a 
wooden palisade on top: a possible post hole was detected in the Trench 3 
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excavation. None of the trenches revealed where the entrance to the enclosure 
might have been. 

Another investigative trench, Trench 9, was taken at the orthostat wall, 
at a long earthfast stone. There was speculation that this was originally a 
tall standing stone, and was of interest because it was close to the three cup-
marked stones discovered earlier. Initial excavation at the lower edge hinted 
that it may have been set up and packed round with small stones. However, 
a later excavation along its length showed that the visible length was the 
upper edge of a very large boulder deeply embedded in the ground which 
could never have been moved, and as such had been incorporated into the 
line of the wall. The smaller stones at its lower side were part of a dry stone 
wall set on the base of the orthostat wall which had tumbled down. It 
serves as an example that whilst all possibilities should be examined 
archaeologically, it is wise not to let unfounded speculations colour the 
interpretation of a site. 

The central area 
The original survey had seen the remains in the centre as a rectangular 

enclosure, whilst the topographical survey had it as a horse-shoe shape. 
Trenches 1, 7 and 8, and the later Trenches 10 and 11, attempted to resolve 
this feature. There was little indication of possible stone structures in the 
lower, western half of the enclosure, and one suggestion is that it could have 
been used for livestock. 

Trench I was taken across the top wall of the central feature, stopping at 
a fallen tree trunk; it was later extended, at a slight angle, on the other side of 
the trunk, as Trench 7. A third trench was cut across the top wall just to the 
south of Trench 1, all of these with the aim of discovering the nature of the 
central building. The upper section of this wall was cut into the slight slope 
of the ground, whilst the lower section of wall in Trench 7 was, like the 
perimeter wall, laid directly on to the natural ground. There was evidence 
for a possible floor of closely laid stones. 

Fire-cracked stones or pot-boilers 
Trench I also produced a large number of small rounded stones that had 

been used as rubble infill between the outer and inner faces of the wall. 
Many showed signs of having been affected by heat, reddened and cracked 
apart. Such fire-cracked stones are often called pot-boilers and were used in 
cookery. The stones would have been brought up from the river and would 
originally have been smoothed by being rolled in the flow of water, or 
deposited along the banks by the retreating glaciers (Figure 7). 
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Meat could have been spit-
roasted over an open fire, but 
pottery techniques were too 
primitive to produce a vessel that 
could have been placed over heat. 
Instead, stones were heated in the 
fire and dropped into water 
contained in lined holes in the 
ground, or in a hollowed out 
wooden trough. Modern trials 
have shown that it is an efficient 
method of boiling water, and 
stones can be added to keep it on 
the boil. It is also possible to cook 
joints of meat by laying them, 
wrapped in herbs, on heated 

Figure 7. Fire-cracked stones, Trench I stones in a pit, and covering them 

ver. Due to constant reheating, the stones crack and would be discarded. 
One interpretation of the otherwise inconclusive geophysical survey is 

hat the site may include a burnt stone mound, but this was not examined 
luring the two investigations. Such mounds are known from other sites 
nd may not only represent prehistoric cookery methods. If a pile of stones 
was heated and then water thrown over, a satisfying steam bath could be 
njoyed. There is a temptation to call these 'ritual' saunas, but surely they 
were also a way to get clean 

Although no actual cooking hearth was discovered during the 
sxcavations, finding these fire-cracked stones as infill for the walls shows 
hat there was a period of occupation when cooking and/or saunas took 
place, and another period when rebuilding or re-occupation used the 
jiscarded stones conveniently found to hand. 

Trench 8 was taken through an adjacent part of the upper wall because 
a line of three large stones there might have indicated an entrance into the 
central feature. The stone to the west proved to have cup and ring marks, an 
important addition to the total of rock art examples coming to light in the 
wood. Just above these three stones the base of a beehive quern was 
uncovered. This brought quern expert John Cruse to the site and his 
subsequent examination suggested that stylistically it could be dated to c. 
100 B.C. to 150 A.D. Damage to the grinding surface may have been inflicted 
deliberately, and there could be some significance in its being deposited 
alongside the other stones in the wall. 
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Other broken fragments were 
retrieved from the trenches made in 
the central feature, as possible 
remains of saddle querns, but 
identification is inconclusive. 

Querns 
Saddle querns were used as an 

early method of grinding com. A large 
stone with a concave surface held the 
grain, and a smaller 'rubber stone' 
was rolled across it. The later beehive 
querns were made up of two stones, 
the upper part having a central 
funnel to feed the grain through to the lower stone. The central hole in the 
upper surface of the base stone held the pivot that allowed the top stone to 
be turned using a wooden handle inserted in the side (Figure 8). It would 
have been hard work producing coarse grain for primitive bread. The 
Romans introduced flatter rotary querns. The Buck Wood quem can be seen 
as a forerunner of the much later round, flat millstones that continued to be 
made locally: several examples of these that had broken during construction 
have been found abandoned throughout the wood. 

Other than the quem base and fire-cracked stones, there were few finds 
from the site. The flint from Trench 3 would be late Neolithic, but does not 
necessarily date the perimeter wall. The corroded coin may be Romano-
British. No pottery was found. British pottery at this period was poorly 
made and it has been suggested that containers were more likely to have 
been made from wood and skin, especially in northern Britain. 

It was possible to fund a second week of excavations and Trench 10 was 
taken at a right-angle to Trenches 1 and 7 in the central area in the hope of 
determining the interior feature. A smaller Trench 11 was taken across 
another section of the possible interior wall. 
A substantial section of wall, with five courses of flat, tabular stones, 

possibly marking an entrance, was uncovered, and there appeared to have 
been a surface of floor stones laid on each side (Figure 9). The results were 
inconclusive, but it may be that there were in fact two or more circular 
features within the upper area of the enclosure. A future detailed examination 
of a quarter of the site was recommended in order to gain a better 
understanding of the remains. 

Figure 8. Base of quern from Trench 8 
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Figure 9. Remains of building, Trench 10 

Roundhouses 
The changed perception of the central feature, from a rectangular structure 

to one or more round buildings, brings Buck Wood occupation into a long 
tradition of domestic architecture. The following relies on a talk given by 
Rachel Pope to the Prehistory Section of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society 
in March 2010, and to an article based on her research. 

Circular buildings were the dominant form of domestic architecture in 
Britain from the Late Neolithic through to the Iron Age. This shape limits 
their size: the later 'Dark Ages' and Anglo-Saxon buildings, adopting a 
rectangular plan, could in contrast be enlarged and added to. However, 
roundhouses, especially from the Bronze Age, would be capable of sleeping 
12 to 20 people. An average diameter is 8 metres, the largest being 14 metres. 

They were not mere crude huts, but solid structures, usually of wood. In 
the lower, clay lands the walls may have been infilled with wattle and 
daub, but Pope suggests that the walls could have been of continuous split 
timbers, using a slot and ring-groove method. Perhaps some had dry stone 
walls, and stone structures were more common in the Romano-British 
period, although this would limit their size as stone walls were weaker 
than timber. A dry stone wall may have been a base for a timber building. 
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The roof would have been thatched with reed and straw, and there was no 
smoke hole as this would have drawn sparks from the fire towards the roof. 
Instead the smoke would find its own way out through the thatch. With 
this picture of a settlement, the descriptive name of Thackley, signifying 
thatched buildings within a clearing, could go back further than was 
originally thought. 

The enclosure was large enough to hold animals as well as humans and 
it is possible that the livestock shared the domestic accommodation, 
especially in the winter. Stabled alongside the inner perimeter walls of the 
house they would have provided extra warmth, and the hay bedding and 
thatch of the sloping roof would have absorbed some of the smell. 

Because it would appear that timber uprights did not stand on a sill 
beam, as in later timber-framed buildings, the posts would eventually rot. 
The houses may have lasted up to 60 years, but the lifespan of a house was 
nearer 30 years. There is little evidence for repairs, and a family group would 
simply move to another newly constructed house and leave the old one to 
deteriorate and collapse naturally. Belongings would be taken to the new 
home and so it is not surprising that there are few objects found in 
excavations. Rachel Pope suggested that any finds were in fact deliberately 
deposited rather than dropped accidentally. She also suggested a kind of 
domestic ritual and had noted examples of a cup-marked stone and a 
quemstone - probably deliberately broken - used in the construction of a 
new house wall. This observation is of interest to the Buck Wood excavation 
as the quemstone and a cup-marked stone were found in close proximity in 
Trench 8, in the area of a possible entrance doorway. 

Rock Art 
'Rock Art' may be an extravagant term to describe the small indentations 

pecked into earth-fast stones and rock outcrops, but the concentrations found 
in Northumberland and the Airedale/Wharfedale area in particular, provide 
a glimpse into a prehistoric means of communication, the interpretation of 
which is lost to us. Cup marks, with or without rays, grooves and concentric 
lines, indicate a common language. 

The discovery of cup and cup-and-ring marked stones on and adjoining 
the site provided a significant element to the project, linking Buck Wood to 
known examples on Ilkley and Baildon Moors. The finds are on earth-fast 
boulders as well as on smaller stones that have been moved and incorporated 
into later dry stone walls (Figure 10). They have been authenticated by Dr 
Keith Boughey, who provided a report for the Friends of Buck Wood. By the 
end of the project in 2009, a total of 10 stones had been identified. The Buck 
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Figure 10. Revealing cup marks on a stone 

Wood stones have none of the elaborate designs found on famous examples 
on Ilkley Moor, which include the Panorama Stone and the Swastika Stone. 
They are mostly patterns of cup marks, and some possible rings or grooves. 

Rock Art is usually attributed to the Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age 
period - c. 2,500 B.C. - mainly because they are near to dateable sites, and 
also because there are links to the decorations found on Neolithic pottery. 
The best examples, such as the Ilkley Moor stones, overlook wide valley 
views, but Keith Boughey warns that this does not mean that they are a 
response to the landscape. It is significant that the decorations are found on 
the upper surfaces of stones, rather than the sides. Their meaning may have 
been lost even in later prehistoric times, but if a stone was moved the cup 
marks continued to be displayed indicating that their significance was 
appreciated. An example of a reused stone can be found in the orthostat wall 
leading off from the enclosure. 

There have been many attempts to explain the markings, from examples 
of astronomical calculations to maps (an early explanation from the 191  

century thought they were plans of Iron Age forts, because they were found 
in Northumberland close to such remains). Other explanations dismiss them 
as doodles, or more imaginatively as a showcase for the art of a tattooist. 
They may have been tribal boundary markers, or a form of signpost. With 
no true answer possible, they serve now to excite the imagination. 

In Buck Wood, they confirm a settlement presence from the late Neolithic 
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Figure 11. Digitised drawings ofrockart 

BUCK WOOD: 
some examples of Rock Art 
2009 
(Drawn and dgIthcd by 
Chris Scurfield and Man Melon.) 
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or Early Bronze Age periods onwards, and what was previously a blank 
space on the southern bend of the River Aire is now definitely on the 
prehistoric map of Yorkshire (Figure 11). 

Conclusion 
Whilst the 2009 investigations validated the suggestion of the initial 

survey in 2006, inevitably more questions were raised than could be 
answered. Further work is needed to clarify the nature of the feature in the 
centre of the enclosure, and to establish, if possible, a sequence of occupation. 
Very few finds were discovered in the trenches, although these examined 
only a small part of the site. In any case, many domestic articles would have 
been made of wood or other organic material that has not survived. The 
acidic nature of the soil was not conducive to carrying out pollen analysis. 

It was recommended that a future excavation should open up a quarter 
section of the enclosure in the area of the central feature. Another area to be 
examined is where the orthostat wall meets the enclosure wall, at present 
beneath the footpath, to determine the sequence of building. 

The Friends of Buck Wood, especially after the training they received 
during the year, will continue to look for carved rocks, and follow the line of 
the orthostat wall and other suspected walls in order to plot a possible field 
system hidden by the encroaching woodland. 
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THE INCOMPARABLE MR SHARP: 
ASTRONOMER AND MATHEMATICIAN 

By Astrid Hansen 

There can be no doubt that Bradford's mathematician and astronomer 
was highly regarded during his life time. When Abraham Sharp published 
one of his mathematical works, his editor spoke of the 'incomparable Mr. 
Sharp', adding, with perhaps more enthusiasm than accuracy, "... his tables 
are sufficient to represent the circumference of the globe of the earth so truly 
as not to err the breadth of a grain of sand in the whole." However, this un-
named man was not alone in his high regard. Sharp's work in 1699 prompted 
Dr. Edmund Halley (who later became the second Astronomer Royal) to 
write an essay 'An Easy Quadrature of the Circle' for the Royal Society. In it 
he said, "The problem had tempted the ready pen of the most incomparable 
Mr. Sharp, who had contrived to double the famous numbers of van Ceulen, 
a degree of exactness surpassing all belief." 

Abraham Sharp, the ninth child of John and Mary Sharp of Horton Hall, 
was born at Horton almost certainly in 1653. His memorial in Bradford 
parish church (now the Cathedral) records his death in 1742 'in the ninety 
first year of his life'. This has led to some sources giving his date of birth as 
1651. The year of his death is confirmed by the burial register entry, but his 
baptism is recorded in the baptism register as June 1" 1653 and it was usual 
for baptism to take place within a short time of birth. An older brother, 
William, was baptised in May 1651. 

Abraham's early education was probably at a local school in Horton, 
after which he went to Bradford Grammar School which was then situated 
near the parish church. Here he developed his love of mathematics, not 
discouraged by the mathematics text books being written in Latin. Although 
three of his older brothers went to Cambridge University, Abraham's formal 
education ended at this stage and in 1669 he was apprenticed to William 
Shaw, mercer, of York. A premium of £20 was paid for this apprenticeship, 
during which the young man was to be fed and clothed, and taught his 
master's trade. The terms and restrictions contained in the indenture, setting 
out the apprentice's obligations to his master and expected standards of 
behaviour would probably not have been particularly irksome to a studious 
boy from a pious home, but the actual business of dealing in textiles cannot 
have been satisfying to such a mind. The apprenticeship should have lasted 
for eight years, but Abraham stayed no more than three. There are two 
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theories about his departure. Bradford historian William Cudworth thought 
that John Sharp, who died in 1672, was displeased, meaning that Abraham 
left during his father's lifetime, while others suggest that it was a legacy 
from his father that enabled him to leave. Abraham did not go home to 
Horton but to Liverpool, hoping for the chance to pursue his mathematics 
and learn something about navigation. He supported himself by teaching 
writing and accounts. Little is known about his time here, but he must have 
learnt well from the navigators and makers of navigational instruments, 
for the next documented references find him in London in 1684. He was 
using the Hen and Chickens Coffee House in the Strand as a mailing address 
and was working for John Flamsteed, the first Astronomer Royal. (Figure 1) 

There is no certainty about Sharp's first contact with Flamsteed, but 
tradition has it that Flamsteed was living in the house of a London merchant; 
Sharp got to know this man when he visited Liverpool and persuaded him 
to employ him as a bookkeeper so that he could return to London with him 
and meet someone so gifted in astronomical research. Fortunately, from 
arriving in London, Sharp kept account of his expenses in detailed notebooks. 
In March 1684 he listed 'Boat hire to Greenwich 2/- and his employment at 
the Royal Observatory is born out in a later letter from Flamsteed which 
refers to various readings they took when Sharp was living with him in 
1684 and 1685. 

For the first few years, Sharp must have been working on a part time or 
occasional basis, for he was receiving financial help from his eldest brother 
Thomas and his cousin Robert Clarkson. The observatory was set up for the 
purpose of cataloguing and charting the stars as an aid for navigation, 
particularly for determining longitude at sea. John Flamsteed started his 
work there as the King's personal astronomical observator in 1676. The 
observatory was inadequately funded and it was not until Flamsteed's father 
died in 1688 that he was able to use his inheritance to have better instruments 
made. In the same year, his regular assistant, J. Stafford, also died and 
Abraham Sharp was taken on in his place. Flamsteed referred to him as, "A 
man much experienced in mechanics and equally skilled in mathematics." 
Sharp's most important achievement at Greenwich was the construction of 
a great mural arc, with a radius of over six feet. It was made and engraved 
by Sharp so accurately that after it came into use in September 1689, all 
Flamsteed's readings gave him permanent values, whereas readings with 
his earlier instruments had needed subsequent corrections. Flamsteed 
commented that Sharp "made all and each of its parts so skilfully that it 
was a source of admiration to every experienced workman who beheld it." 
(Figure 2) 
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Figure 2. Sharp's MuralArc, snadefor John Flamsteed 

In November 1690 Sharp moved from Greenwich to teach mathematics 
as the resident mathematician of William Court at the Mariner and Anchor on 
Tower Hill where mathematical books and instruments were sold. There is 
no indication of why he left, but it was not due to any falling out with his 
employer, for they remained good friends and corresponded for the rest of 
Flamsteed's life. Cudworth speculates that the long hours of night time 
observations might have taken their toll on Sharp's health. Another 
possibility is that Sharp was a better mathematician and instrument maker 
than astronomer, so perhaps now the observatory was properly equipped 
with first rate instruments, an assistant with different skills was required. 
We know the instruments were good. Oxford science historian Alan 
Chapman, in his 1995 book Dividing the Circle writes: "After enduring nearly 
15 years of frustration caused by inadequate instruments at Greenwich, 
Flamsteed acquired in Sharp's arc the finest and most exact astronomical 
instrument constructed to date, and it won the praise of all who saw it." He 
includes in his book details of the arc and data Flamsteed was enabled to 
establish. 

Many years later, the engineer John Smeaton commented on having seen 
a fine collection of mechanical tools and exquisite instruments at Little Horton. 
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It may simply be that Sharp needed to find a better paid post. He was the 
ninth child, his eldest brother Thomas had a son, so there could have been 
no thought of inheriting the family estate. A letter to Thomas early the 
following year seems to bear this out for Abraham explained that business 
was poorer than he had hoped for due to the effect of the war. He had been 
offered what he described as 'a pretty advantageous place at Portsmouth' 
as clerk in the King's shipyard. He was reluctant to go because Portsmouth 
was a notoriously unhealthy spot, but did accept the post, and while there 
supplemented his income by making astronomical instruments and teaching 
navigation. 

WORK AT HORTON 
In August 1693, Thomas Sharp died at the age of sixty. He had outlived 

five of his six brothers and now his widow, Faith, wrote asking Abraham to 
come home. His notebooks record that he sent by carrier to Bradford six 
trunks weighing forty stone (c. 250kg). Abraham was not a man who was 
likely to have accumulated much in the way of clothing and personal effects, 
so it is a reasonable assumption that the trunks contained books, instruments, 
tools and possibly supplies of wood and metal intended for future production 
of instruments. Sharp not only made instruments, but when necessary made 
the tools with which to make them. Later accounts list such items as 
ironwork for pedestal for telescope, sheets (of glass) for lenses, steel for screws, 
iron for rivets, and there are records of sums received for the sale of 'dyalls', 
telescopes and a measuring wheel. Thomas's son and heir, John, was a medical 
student, eager to continue his studies at Leyden University. Abraham 
therefore undertook to manage the Horton estate. He had not been in Horton 
long when a group of very distinguished mathematicians and scientists 
tried to tempt him back to London. The position of mathematics master at 
Christ's Hospital was about to become vacant and Abraham was urged to 
apply for it by John Parsons, John Colson, Euclid Speidell and Edmund Halley. 
Halley wrote, "You may in my opinion stand as fair for it as you are deserving 
of it, if it deserves you. Your very loving friend and servant Edmund Halley." 

The Royal Mathematical School within Christ's Hospital had been 
endowed by King Charles II. Its role was to prepare boys for apprenticeship 
at sea at a time of growing need for officers qualified in navigation. Newton 
and Fiamsteed were among the distinguished governors of the school. The 
post would have been appropriate for Sharp's interests and abilities and 
Flamsteed would almost certainly have recommended him. However Sharp 
declined this offer, being needed by the family at Horton. It seems surprising 
that, having given up employment in Portsmouth and the likelihood of a 
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Figure3. Example of Sharp's calculations 

glittering career at the heart of the London scientific establishment for the 
benefit of the family, Abraham actually paid his sister-in-law for his board 
and lodgings at Horton Hall. 

Mathematicians and students continued to write with gratitude for his 
help and expressing great keenness to have his replies. Halley, for example, 
wrote in 1695 referring to Sharp's improvement of a method of calculation 
Halley had recently published. Sharp had applied Isaac Newton's latest 
development to the problem "to so good purpose that I cannot believe that 
it can be carried further and I congratulate you on your happy discovery." 
It was in 1699 that Sharp amused himself with the mathematical problem 
mentioned at the beginning of this paper, that of the quadrature of the circle, 
determining the value of pi. Mathematicians all over Europe had worked on 
this and in 1621 a Dutchman, Ludolph van Ceulen, came up with a value to 
35 decimal places. This brought him fame and acclaim and the famous 
number was even engraved on his tomb. Abraham determined the value to 
72 decimal places and didn't even intend it for publication, only private 
circulation among friends. It was Halley who was so impressed he organised 
and paid for its publication. (Figure 3) 

Work that Sharp did publish includes tables of natural and logarithmic 
sines, tangents and secants. He contributed to Mathematical Tables published 
in 1705 by Henry Sherwin. The other contributors were Henry Briggs, John 
Wallis and Edmund Halley, all Oxford professors of geometry. (Figure 4) The 
dedication of this book to Halley includes a reference to 'Mr. Abra. Sharp, the 
wonder of the last and present age for industry of this kind.' Sharp also 
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published his own book Geometry 
Improved by AS, Philomath. This 
contains a tract on polyhedra, 
solid bodies with more than six 
plane faces. The most complex of 
Sharp's has 120 faces and he gives 
instructions for cutting them 
from cubes, giving the 
dimensions to 15-20 decimal 
places. These objects were for no 
specific mathematical use, the 
exercise was just for pleasure. 
When the book came out, 
Flamsteed compared Sharp with 
Halley, saying, "The world will 
see by your last book that you can 
both excel him in reasoning and 
abide the labour of calculation, 
whereas his talents are only 
quick talk and confidence." (Figure 
5) 

Sharp's long correspondence 
with Flamsteed dates from his 

Figure 4. Mathematical Tables return to Horton and shows that 

his practical interest in astronomy continued as well as his mathematical 
work. An early letter tells how he made observations with a telescope resting 
in the fork of an apple tree until his nephew John had the orchard cut down 
as part of his improvements to the grounds. He described the tripod he then 
had to make. He also had the tower of the house extended and added a 
balustrade so that this could become his observatory. (Figure 6) Flamsteed 
sent tables of observations and calculations from Greenwich and Sharp 
replied, verifying or correcting them. Francis Bailey, President of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, wrote a life of Flamsteed in 1835 in which many of 
Flamsteed's letters refer to the genius of Abraham Sharp. 

In 1703 Sharp and Flamsteed were working on eclipses of the satellites of 
Jupiter. There is an apology from Sharp for a lack of observations due to dark 
and stormy weather in Yorkshire and in January 1704 there is a further 
letter explaining that he was now too busy to continue with the observations, 
following the death of his young nephew, though he was still willing to help 
with the calculations. He wrote, "1 wished my strength would have 
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Figure 5. Sharp's Models of Polyhedra 

permitted me to comply with your notion of coming to Greenwich, but my 
present business links me so inseparable to Horton that I can see little 
probability of leaving it." 

On the death of John, Abraham inherited the Horton estate, but this was 
little consolation for his loss. He wrote, "It is with much trouble and 
discomposure that I now write. It has pleased God to take out of this world 
my nearest kinsman and only nephew, a young man ever hopeful, in the 
flower of his age, who had a few years ago been a student of physic at 
Leyden. A good proficient for his time, just beginning to practise, of good 
parts and solid judgements. The only son of a most disconsolate mother, 
him on whom the hopes of a family depended which has continued here in 
the name above 500 years - now likely to be extinct - the only person here 
with whom I could have any agreeable converse." He lost not only a much 
loved relative but also a scientifically educated friend. In a later letter to 
Flamsteed he responded to the suggestion that he should instruct someone 
else in the use of his instruments: "I find these matters so little understood in 
this country that I know not where to find anyone either of fit capacity for it 
or inclination that way:' 

Not all the correspondence between Flamsteed and Sharp dealt with 
mathematical and astronomical work. A couple of those from Flamsteed 
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Figure 6. Horton Hall, showing the 
observatory tower 

- contain requests for a supply 
of Yorkshire quills, which he 
believed to be of better quality 
than he could obtain in London. 
Sharp obliged, including a pen 
knife with one parcel, although 
comparing samples of their 
handwriting , it would have 
taken more than Yorkshire 
quills to bring the Astronomer 
Royal's to the same standard 
as Sharp's exceptionally small 

:.- and neat hand. Other letters tell 
of appearances of the aurora 
borealis and the reactions of 
superstitious and unscientific 
neighbours, in London and 
Yorkshire, who fancied they 
saw in the phenomena 
dreadful omens in the form of 

guns, smoke and men fighting. The depth of trust and friendship is shown 
as Flamsteed pours out his bitter account of his disagreement with Newton 
over the publication of the great catalogue of fixed stars. In a lighter vein, 
Flamsteed was one of the commissioners appointed to examine applications 
for the prize money offered for solving the Longitude problem and he kept 
Sharp entertained with accounts of some of the more ludicrous suggestions. 
For example, two young preachers offered a scheme which involved 
pumping air out of two glass vessels and timing how long they took to re-
fill, knowing the times of high water in the open sea; another involved a kind 
of milometer that would ride over the waves. Two otherwise reputable 
mathematicians had a scheme involving hearing a gun shot at midnight 
from some point on the shore. Many of the proposals are described at length 
in Dava Sobel's book Longitude and it is enjoyable to find them here in the 
Sharp/Flamsteed correspondence as these two clever men tut and chuckle 
over them. There are glimpses too of the political anxieties of the times. 
These friends had lived through exceptionally troubled times: Protectorate, 
Restoration and Glorious Revolution. The country had been ruled by two 
Lord Protectors and five sovereigns by the time Flamsteed wrote in 1714 of 
the expected arrival of the new King, George 1: "God send a happy arrival 
and reign, for the accession to the crown has dissipated much of our fears 
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and he is impatiently expected." The following year Sharp wrote about how 
alarmed and terrified people in Bradford had been by the advance of the 
rebels, with no King's soldiers to guard the district, and what a relief the 
Jacobite collapse at Preston had been. 

The correspondence continued until Flamsteed's death in 1719. Some of 
the language of the letters may seem formal and quaint to modem readers, 
but it would be a mistake to think of it only as the writings of old men. 
Flamsteed was not yet thirty when he started his work at Greenwich, only 
thirty-eight when he first made the acquaintance of thirty-one year old 
Sharp, and Edmund Halley was younger still. They met at a time when 
London was buzzing with scientific thought and discovery. After Flamsteed's 
death, Sharp, together with Flamsteed's last assistant Joseph Crosthwait, 
undertook the final corrections, revisions and proof readings of his life's 
work, the great catalogue of fixed stars, Historiae Coelestis Britannica, published 
in three volumes in 1725. Only one of the necessary maps was complete and 
it was Sharp who constructed them in accordance with Flamsteed's 
principles, using the data in the catalogue. There was a letter of 
acknowledgement and great gratitude from Mrs. Flamsteed, but neither 
Sharp nor Crosthwait received any payment or mention in the dedication. 
Perhaps this had something to do with Flamsteed's rift with Newton and 
Halley and concern not to do or say anything that might further hinder 
publication. 

Sharp's own relationship with Newton is less well documented. Frances 
Sharp Bridges (1766-1844) lived at Horton Old Hall, next door to Horton 
Hall, ancestral home of a branch of the Sharp family. He told William 
Richardson FSA, lecturer in natural philosophy, that Newton had visited 
Sharp at Horton Hall and that Sharp returned the visit and Newton 
introduced him to friends in London. Cudworth doubts the visits as there is 
no reference to them in Sharp's memorandum books. Sharp's friends in 
London scientific circles were made before his return to Horton, where he 
had not lived since boyhood. However there is at least hearsay evidence for 
correspondence. A Bradford attorney told William Cudworth that he had 
seen several letters from Newton addressed to Mr. Sharp among Mrs. Giles's 
papers. Mrs. Giles, although not a member of the Sharp family, inherited the 
estate in 1826. She died in 1854. Cudworth was not able to see the letters for 
himself. The Sharp memorial in Bradford Cathedral, erected shortly after 
Abraham's death, records in Latin, after praising his mathematical ability, 
that he enjoyed constant friendship with the very famous men of the same 
repute, notably Flamsteed and the illustrious Newton. 
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LATER YEARS 
Sharp lived for another twenty-two years after the death of his old friend. 

Once the work on the catalogue was finished there is no indication of any 
continued contact with the scientific establishment in London. Although 
Bradford was a small market town with a 'society' mainly of shopkeepers 
and small clothiers, he did develop a small circle of friends. Among them 
were Ralph Thoresby, the Leeds historian, and Dr. Swaine, an apothecary of 
Hall Ings and Dr. Richardson of Bierley. Sharp had an unusual way of receiving 
visitors. They were to rub a stone on the side of the study door. If the moment 
was convenient and he was in the mood for company, they would be 
admitted. When he was working on calculations he was not to be disturbed, 
even for meals, which his servants would leave outside a sliding panel. Food 
was often left untouched for sometime, once memorably for three days. At 
this stage, friends made the decision to open the door, only to be mildly 
rebuked for having broken the mathematician's train of thought so that he 
would have to start again. 

Another story current when Cudworth was writing further illustrates 
his single-mindedness in matters mathematical. Not being able to solve a 
problem he was intent upon, and having heard that some person in Scotland 
was clever at such studies, he made the journey thither to see him. Finding 
out the object of his search, he narrated his errand, when he was told that 
there was only one man who could help him, and that he had better seek 
him out. Sharp asked who it was, when the Scotchman, in perfect ignorance 
as to the name of his visitor, said that his name was Abraham Sharp and 
that he lived at Little Horton near Bradford. 

Other friends were the Nonconformist ministers Oliver Heywood and 
his young protégés Eli Dawson and Nathaniel Priestley. The young men 
were also interested in mathematics and Sharp's notebooks have many 
records of loans of books and instruments to Priestley. They collaborated on 
at least one project, for Cudworth describes a sundial found at Meanwood 
inscribed: 'Fugit hora : ora Labora. Nath, Priestley cakulavit, Abr. Sharp 
delineavit, Latit.55-15 1722' 

Sharp's friendship with Nonconformist ministers is not surprising. His 
parents had been staunch supporters of the Parliamentary cause, his eldest 
brother Thomas was an ordained minister, ejected from the living of Adel 
for nonconformity. When Charles II allowed premises to be licensed for 
Nonconformist preaching in 1672, Thomas had a room in Horton Hall so 
licensed. Crowds flocked to hear him preach. He was later minister at Morley, 
then Mill Hill Chapel in Leeds. Abraham attended a chapel in Horton, built 
on land given by Thomas. This congregation moved in 1719 to Chapel Lane, 
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to a Presbyterian Chapel 
provided for Bradford, again on 
land given by the family. 
Abraham was a trustee and 
generous donor to this chapel 
during his lifetime and made 
provision in his will, leaving 
them a small estate, the principal 
dwelling to be a house for the 
minister and rents from the rest 
of the property to provide bread 
every Sunday for poor regular 
attenders. He was not narrow in 
his religious affiliation, for as well 
as supporting this chapel, he 
gave money to Benjamin Kennet, 
Vicar of Bradford Parish Church 
and to his cousin Isaac to build a 
meeting place for his son-in-law, 
Matthew Smith, at Mixenden, 
even though Isaac's family had 
supported the other side during 
the Civil Wars. 

Abraham Sharp was an example of a devout man who was by no means 
a gloomy bigot. He seems not to have felt any conflict between the 
astronomical discoveries of the age and his Christian faith, accepting scientific 
advances as further evidence of the wonders of creation and the smallness 
of human knowledge. Although he lived modestly, purchases of brandy and 
cherry brandy appear in his accounts, and two quarts of sack made a suitable 
gift to his niece's husband. 

His early years were a financial struggle and careful habits persisted 
even after he inherited the estate, evidenced in such book entries as: 

Figure 7. Memorial to Abraham Sharp in 
Bradford Cathedral 

Paid for waistcoat and breeches of my brother made to fit0 - 2 - 4 
To William Gill for turning my rat-eaten coat £0 - 3 - 6 
Ben Taylor for making one coat out of my great coat0 —8-0 
To those in need he was generous, for example: 
Given to Little Horton people who had not glovesEl - 16-3 
Given a poor sick man who told me he knew navigationEl - 11 - 0 
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If he made money, either by selling instruments or from interest on loans, 
the accounts include the item 'Deo' (to God) or 'To Piety' for 10% of the profit. 
It was also his rather eccentric custom as an old man to walk to chapel 
holding a handful of coins behind his back. Anyone needy could help 
themselves and he never turned to see who it was. 

Sharp never married and after the death of his nephew his great concern 
was for the upbringing of the heiress to the estate, Faith Stansfield, daughter 
of John's sister Elizabeth. He wrote to his great niece affectionately during 
her schooldays at York. In 1722 Faith married Richard Gilpin Sawrey of 
Broughton Tower in Lancashire. They made their home at Horton Hall but 
travelled often on Richard's business. During these times, Abraham collected 
the rents from their tenants and generally looked after their affairs at Horton. 

Abraham Sharp died in 1742. His monument in the cathedral refers to 
his mathematical and scientific skills and also a life remarkable for his piety 
towards God, his kindness to the poor, and his benevolence to all men. It is a 
fine piece of work by the Belgian sculptor Peter Scheemaker. (Figure 7) 
Scheemaker worked in England for many years and is regarded as the founder 

Figure 8. Sharp's Crater on the Moon 
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Horton Hall stood on this site from the 14" century to 1965 

Among distinguished occupants were 
Abraham Sharp (1653-1742) astronomer and mathematician 

and assistant to the first Astronomer Royal 

John Wood (1793-1871) industrialist, who motivated and l9narìcec 
the campaign to improve working conditions for factory children 

the first two Bishops of Bradford 
Rt Revd Dr Arthur W T Perowne 1920-1931 

Rt Revd Dr Alfred F Blunt 1931-1955 

Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 2009 

Figure 9. The Plaque in All Saints' School 

of English monumental sculpture. His commissions included many 
important monuments including a bust of William Harvey for the Royal 
College of Physicians and the statue of Shakespeare in Poets' Corner, 
Westminster Abbey. This gives an indication of the esteem in which 
Abraham was held locally. 

He was so highly regarded by the astronomical community that he is 
commemorated alongside Flamsteed, Newton and many other distinguished 
contributors to science by having features on the moon named after him. 
Sharp's craters are to be found close to the Bay of Rainbows. (Figure 8) At the 
Royal Observatory Greenwich, his name is carved in stone on the building 
erected in 1890 to house two large telescopes. It now houses their Modem 
Astronomy galleries and an education centre. Round the outside of this 
building Sharp is in company not only with Flamsteed and Newton, but a 
long list of other distinguished men including Halley, Herschell and 
Maskelyne. 

Among those who held Sharp in such high regard, John Colson, Edmund 
Halley and John Flamsteed all became Fellows of the Royal Society. It is a 
reasonable supposition that this honour might have been bestowed on 'the 
incomparable Mr. Sharp', had he returned to London. In his home town he is 
almost a forgotten man. Horton Hall was demolished in the 1960s although 

-40-



there were many petitions and letters urging its preservation, including 
efforts by Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. A statement from 
Richard Harrison, Keeper of Boiling Hall Museum said, "Horton Hall Porch 
Tower, built in early 1670s, extended upwards by Abraham Sharp about 
1700 and used as an observatory. As such it is the only monument, apart 
from the Royal Greenwich Observatory, illustrating the advancement of 
English science during the 171 century, certainly the only observatory tower 
in the provinces." The only concession to its importance was that a plan of 
the façade was drawn and the stones numbered before demolition, with a 
view to eventual re-erection at a suitable place and time. This has not 
happened. The site of the hall remained unused until it became a car park for 
St. Luke's Hospital. Now it is occupied by All Saints' School, which moved 
from its original 191  century building in 2009. 

Education is surely a use which would win Abraham Sharp's approval 
and Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society is very pleased to have 
been able to present a plaque to the school commemorating Abraham Sharp 
and some of the other distinguished occupants of his former home. (Figure 9) 

Footnote: 
This paper is an expanded version of a talk given to the Bradford 

Historical and Antiquarian Society in 2009 . In addition to the following 
written sources, I am very grateful to Dr. Robin Catchpole and Dr. Graham 
Dolan of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich for information and 
photographs, and to Mrs.Liz Mclvor, Curator at Boiling Hall for permission 
to photograph Sharp's wooden models of polyhedra and the few instruments 
which have survived and are in the museum's keeping. 

Sources: 
William Cudworth, Life and Correspondence of Abraham Sharp, Thos. Brear & Co., 1889. 
Allan Chapman, Dividing the Circle, John Wiley & Sons in association with Praxis Publishing, 

1995. 

Astrid Hansen, Sharp to Blunt, Bradford Arts Museums 0, Libraries Service, 2000. 
Sharp Powell papers, West Yorkshire County Archives, Bradford Office. 
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WILLIAM SCORESBY: 
HIS WORK IN BRADFORD 1839 - 1847 

By Norman Alvin 

"If you are determined to have this rate you may get it if you can 
or if you dare, remember you are only a man, you may be in your 
Grave before the rate be collected, the nights are dark guns are plentiful 
powder is cheap men ARE DETERMINED not to be robed . „You may 
perhaps where you expect to Receive A Shilling, Receive A Bullet: and 
your head be the Receiver instead of your pocket. . . we will sooner 
kill you and bum your bloody old Church to Ashes." 

This quotation from an anonymous letter received by the Reverend 
William Scoresby in 1841 gives an indication of the strong feelings abroad 
in the borough of Bradford in the years prior to its incorporation in 1847. 
Scoresby, formerly an Arctic explorer and scientist, had been appointed 
Vicar to the parish in 1839 and brought with him his strong self will and 
opinions. As can be seen from the sentiments expressed in the quotation 
above, he was not welcomed with open arms. With his firm views and often 
abrasive manner when dealing with people, he was just the man to create 
friction in the town. During his eight years in Bradford he was to make 
many changes and improvements 
whilst at the same time 
antagonising both Anglicans and 
Nonconformists alike. This essay 
will examine the work of Scoresby 
in areas such as the Church, 
education, and industrial and 
social reforms, and will try to 
assess how his character helped 
or hindered progress. (Figures 1 
and 2) 

Scoresby had initially declined 
the offer of the Vicarage of 
Bradford, preferring to stay at 
Bedford Chapel, Exeter, but he was 
eventually persuaded to accept the 
position in 1839. He had something 

Figure 1. Scoresby as a young man. 
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of a shock after leaving the more refined Exeter, finding Bradfordians ill-
mannered, uncouth and hostile. For example: 

"What does thee do that for?" a man asked a woman who 
curtseyed to Mrs Scoresby, "Thee's as good as she. If it had been God 
Almighty thee couldn't have done more."' 

After spending many years as a sea captain, Scoresby was used to having 
every word of his command carried out without question and was not 
accustomed to criticism. When he became a clergyman these attributes 
could not be expected to prevail: 

especially ina place like Bradford which for decades had been 
noted for its radical leanings, and in the religious sphere far more 
favourably inclined towards Dissent rather than to the 
Establishment.' 

The nineteenth century was a period of great turmoil in Bradford due to 
it being the fastest growing industrial community in Britain. The number of 
mills had increased from just one in 1801 to 67 forty years later. This 
expansion was having an adverse effect on the social and physical 
infrastructure, leading to poor housing, sanitation and bad health problems. 
Despite the growth in trade there were also frequent recessions in the worsted 
industry which badly affected the town. The Reform Act of 1832 had given 
great hopes of improvement to working men and when these were slow to 
materialise it gave rise to unrest and a boost to such organisations as the 
Chartists who were particularly 
active in Bradford. 

CHURCH AND FINANCE 
Soon after his arrival in 

Bradford Scoresby wrote a letter ' - 

to the Bishop of Ripon in which he 
itemised what he had identified as 
the main problems facing his 
ministry: 

The deficiencies consisted in 
the inadequacy of church 
accommodation; in the number o 
clergy and in the provision of 
education for the children of the 
poor and the working classes, as Figure 2. Scoresby in his later years. 
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well as in the quality of the existing 
provision for education on Church 
principles, and the difficulties 
consisted in the unusual prostration 
of Church influence within the 
parish, in the want of church 
discipline, arrangement and regard 
to the ecclesiastical order, and the 

Figure 3. Bradford Parish Church smallness of the means at the 
command of the Vicar for enabling 

him by pecuniary aid or sacrifice to do what was at once desirable and 
needful towards the removal of existing difficulties.' 

Therefore, he faced difficult times; the Parish was disorganised and the 
voice of the Vicar ineffectual. Churches were understaffed and underfinanced, 
and the Vicar, who was responsible for paying his curates, was left with a 
total income of £39. One of his main concerns was the poor standing of the 
Anglican faith in the town and the strong hold the Nonconformists had 
over the population. The size of the Parish, which stretched almost to the 
Lancashire border, created many problems for supervision and spreading 
of the gospel. Despite the huge increase in population between 1800 and 
1840 only three new churches had been built and the opportunity to promote 
the Anglican Church had been lost. The Nonconformists had been quick to 
react and had had a continual growth in the number of chapels and places 
of prayer. The previous Anglican incumbent, the Rev. Henry Heap who had 
been Vicar since 1816, had been weak and his reaction to the Nonconformist 
threat was to ignore it and hope the problems would go away. Heap's last 
years were marked by ill health and he died in office shortly after being 
taken ill during an acrimonious meeting to discuss the imposition of the 
church rate. (Figure 3) 

One of the first steps Scoresby took to redress the problems was to 
organise a meeting with the wealthy and influential members of the Parish 
- mill owners, justices of the Peace, doctors and other professionals. He told 
them that £100 was needed annually to make up the curate's stipends and 
asked them to guarantee a sum of £5 or £6 each. They readily agreed to this 
proposal, but there were to be problems and acrimony in the future when 
Scoresby tried to hold them to their word. His next step was to propose an 
eleven-part plan which he submitted to the Bishop of Ripon, who agreed 
with its contents and encouraged Scoresby to proceed. His main proposal 
was that a District should be established for each church in the Parish, with 
a population of three thousand each. The incumbents would be allowed to 
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baptise and perform burials, but marriages would be restricted to the Parish 
Church thus preventing a loss of Church fees. He contemplated three new 
churches in the immediate future and for a further six to be eventually 
provided. This was an attempt to alleviate the problems facing the Parish 
priest in Bradford at this time. Faced with a Parish population of 78,332 
there was only one priest and four curates to minister to their spiritual 
needs. More accommodation had to be found, and quickly. This was a 
situation which was common throughout the country but was more extreme 
in the industrial north. In the north, parishes were large and badly endowed 
and so held few attractions for clergy. The Anglican Church had been slow 
to recognise the changes taking place in the population structure, although 
a Church Building Commission had been established by Parliament in 1818 
with a sum of one million pounds to spend. Another half a million had been 
added in 1824 and although twelve churches were funded by this second 
grant between 1841 and 1851 in the old Bradford parish, most of these 
would be after Scoresby's time and not in the town centre. Nationally there 
had been a practice of new churches being endowed by wealthy patrons - 
local squires in rural areas or wealthy businessmen in urban areas wishing 
to take on the role of the benevolent squire. This again did not take place in 
Bradford where the majority of the leading industrialists were 
Nonconformists. However there were two instances of endowments which 
might have served as a precedent had Scoresby not provided opposition. 
A few years before Scoresby came to Bradford St James', Bierley had been 

built by a local businessman, John Wood, who had installed Rev. C. S. Bull as 
incumbent. The Bishop of Ripon had supported Wood and his intention of 
making St James' an autonomous parish, and Bull had built up an active 
parochial life. But Scoresby opposed the licensing of St James'. He felt, on a 
matter of principle, that he could not allow a precedent that would deprive 
his successors of fees that could be vital to the running of the Parish. Bull, a 
forceful character, resisted Scoresby's plans and refused to pay dues to the 
Parish Church. Wood pointed out that there was a need for new churches in 
Bradford as the existing churches could only seat a tenth of the population. 
He accused Scoresby of interfering with the interests of the districts and 
showed him a copy of a letter from the Bishop in which he had agreed for St 
James' to register marriages. Scoresby was forced to back down but he raised 
so many difficulties that Wood closed the church on 9 September 1840, and 
Bull moved away to another parish. It was to be another two years before 
St. James' reopened, by which time Wood had also moved out of the district. 
There were also problems with St John's in Bowling. This had been built by 
Mr Hardy, the owner of Low Moor Ironworks, who was also related by 
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marriage to John Wood. He too wanted the church licensed for weddings 
and the fees to be part of the minister's income. The previous Vicar, Henry 
Heap, had raised no objections but again Scoresby insisted he must preserve 
the rights of his successors. Some of his concern must have arisen because of 
the 1836 Registration Act, which put the registration of births, marriages 
and deaths into the hands of civic officials and not the church; further 
legislation, the 1838 Dissenters Marriage Act, had ended the obligation of 
Nonconformists to marry in an Anglican church. Both these measures had 
ended the Anglican Church's monopoly and led to a reduction in the income 
for parishes, which could have a disastrous effect on the finances of places 
such as Bradford. 

These two examples did not encourage others, and no other Anglican 
manufacturer in Bradford ever again endowed a church. Many could have 
afforded to do so but they did not want to see their endowment become just 
a part of Bradford parish. One result of the lack of any dominant laypersons 
was that the authority of the vicar was enhanced. There were times when 
Scoresby wondered if he was right to make his stand for church dues and in 
doing so upsetting his curates. Did he have the support of the people? These 
doubts were resolved at a public meeting held in Exchange Buildings in 
1840 when he was presented with a Loyal Address signed by 400 people. 

Another long-standing disagreement arose with a different St John's, in 
Manchester Road. This had been built by a Mr Berthon and the incumbent, 
Charles Pearson, had been appointed by the trustees without any reference 
to Scoresby. As the church was in the parish of Bradford Scoresby felt he 
was entitled to consider the incumbent as one of his curates and under his 
command. Pearson, however, held a different opinion and visited 
parishioners and administered the Sacrament without Scoresby's 
permission or knowledge. On being requested to refrain from future activities 
unless he had received Scoresby's permission, Pearson flatly refused and 
appealed to the Bishop. Despite the Bishop deciding in Scoresby's favour 
Pearson still refused to apologise and threatened to go to law. The trouble 
was never successfully solved and continued until Pearson left Bradford in 
1842. Even then he continued to return to the town, visiting his former 
parishioners, holding meetings and writing letters to the press. 

The lack of finance was a constant problem for Scoresby. The Anglican 
Church obtained income from church fees subscribed by parishioners, and 
donations from wealthy patrons. There was also provision to raise money 
by levying a church rate which could be fixed at an annual vestry meeting. 
This had been in abeyance for many years, as it had in other parts of the 
country, because of reaction of the Nonconformists. They objected on the 
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grounds that they should not be expected to contribute towards a church to 
which they did not attend, and certainly did not support. Failure to raise a 
rate in Bradford had led to the Churchwardens being compelled to use their 
own money to meet the shortfall in funds required for the upkeep of the 
Parish Church. Scoresby and the Churchwardens were determined to effect 
changes and called a Vestry meeting in November 1839 to approve a Church 
rate. The Nonconformists were not slow to take up the challenge and the 
Bradford Observer published an article putting forward their objections. At 
the meeting the Anglicans received strong opposition and there was a move 
to adjourn the session. Refusing to accept this motion, Scoresby and Joshua 
Pollard, one of the Churchwardens, demanded a poll of the whole parish on 
the acceptance of the rate. There followed a frenzy of political activity in the 
town during the next few days with a flood of posters and handbills 
promoting the opposing causes and a Church Rate Abolition Society was 
formed. The poll eventually took place resulting in a large majority against 
the rate: the Bradford Observer claiming it as the greatest day in the history of 
Bradford and that it had settled the question forever in Bradford and given 
fresh life to all towns throughout the Kingdom. The paper maintained a 
conciliatory manner towards Scoresby saying that they thought the new 
vicar had been misled by his friends and that the mistake would be 
overlooked if it was not repeated. 

No attempt was made to raise a rate the following year, but in 1841 the 
Churchwardens sought advice from the Archdeacon of Craven. He advised 
them to obtain a legal writ, disobedience to which would be a contempt of 
court. He further advised that if it was refused again they had the legal right 
to lay a minority rate. Another vestry meeting was held in February 1841 
and was so well attended that it spilled over into the Churchyard. The 
meeting was adjourned by the motion of two Nonconformists, which led to 
the Churchwardens producing an affirmation from the Archbishop of York 
giving them authority to make a levy despite the wishes of the majority. A 
further meeting was held on 14 May 1841, and following the defeat of the 
motion to levy a rate, the Churchwardens declared their intentions to carry 
out the terms of the Archbishop's document. In the ensuing debate the 
Nonconformists offered to make voluntary contributions as a way out of 
the situation. However, the Churchwardens turned this down, being 
determined to have their way and the meeting broke up in disarray. 
According to the Halifax Guardian, Scoresby disowned all responsibility for 
the decisions taken at the meeting, but he was met with the rejoinder that he 
was responsible for nominating the wardens, and they would have had a 
different reaction if he had spoken with them.' 
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The Anglicans had finally achieved their object of levying a rate but 
their next big problem was collecting it. Leading Nonconformists led the 
resistance to payment with Titus Salt dismissing a collector from his door, 
and out of a total of four hundred ratepayers, eighty refused to pay. Several 
had goods seized in lieu of payment and a test prosecution was made on 
John Dale, a local printer. The case found its way to the High Court where it 
rested until 1847 when Dale was vindicated and a minority rate was deemed 
illegal. The attempts at setting a rate had little effect on the finances of the 
Church but caused considerable unrest in the town for most of the time of 
Scoresby's stay. It had the additional effect of causing ill feeling between the 
Nonconformists and the Anglicans and with Scoresby in particular. The 
Nonconformists now took the initiative and for the first time contested the 
elections for Churchwarden in 1842, an action they had somehow failed to 
take in the past. 

Education 
Scoresby's greatest achievement in Bradford was in educational 

provision. Education at this time relied mainly on private schools and 
institutions provided by the church. When he came to the town there was 
not a single child receiving daily education in connection with the Parish 
church but by the time he left there were 1,500 day scholars and 1,200 
Sunday scholars. His contribution has been acknowledged by all of the 
writers on the history of Bradford, and Scruton added: 

The Parochial schools, originated and carried on by Dr. Scoresby. ... was 
one of the most comprehensive and successful schemes of popular education 
ever attempted in Bradford.' 

It was not until the passing of the 1870 Education Act that greater 
improvements were to be achieved. At the end of the 1830s there were only 
three schools in Bradford, with average attendances of 560 pupils: two 
National Schools and the Quaker run British and Infant School. At the same 
time there were 23 Sunday schools with over 8,000 registered scholars, 
averaging a weekly attendance of 6,971 pupils, which appears to be a 
surprisingly large number, being over ten per cent of the total population. 
Although the Sunday schools significantly raised the number of children 
receiving some kind of education, Scoresby recognised that they alone were 
inadequate for the education of the large number of children of industrial 
workers in the town. Child labour was a major barrier to elementary 
education with children being expected, at a very early age, to supplement 
the family income by doing what jobs they could in the local mills. Although 
there was a legal obligation for mill owners to provide basic education for 
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the young children they employed, this was often met with open 
disobedience. Even by 1844 there were only 745 factory scholars in Bradford. 
The Nonconformists had been the pioneers of education in the town with 
the opening of a Quaker school in 1816, but apart from two schools associated 
with the Anglican Church no further progress had been made by 1839. In 
this year a group of Nonconformist ministers had met to consider adding 
day school instruction to their Sunday schools so that basic literacy, 
numeracy, the truths of religion, the principles of political economy and the 
values of respectability could be instilled into the ranks of working class 
children. However, they faced an insuperable gap between costs and 
resources. Scoresby on the other hand felt he could succeed. 

In March 1841 a meeting chaired by the Bishop carried a motion stressing 
the importance of religious education for the young and for society as a 
whole. There was a desire to extend the Parochial schools, especially for the 
children of working class families and the poor. This started Scoresby on his 
educational scheme, and he was determined to overcome the financial 
difficulties which had provided an insurmountable obstacle for the 
Nonconformists, despite their having numbers of wealthy mill owners 
amongst their members. Scoresby was more successful in his fund- raising 
and over the next five years nine Anglican day schools were opened. He was 
an indefatigable worker in raising money and knew where to go to raise 
funds. Although £1,418 was raised by local subscription and another £1,000 
from tuition fees levied on scholars, this was less than half of the schools' 
total budget. Thirty three per cent came from the Anglican Education Society 
and sixteen per cent from central government grants from the Education 
Committee of the Privy Council. The President of the Council, Lord 
Wharncliffe, was a supporter of Scoresby and was as helpful as possible. In 
1844 he awarded £300 for building Daisy Hill School but on Lord Wharndliffe's 
death money was not as readily available and the grant for the New Leeds 
School was not as great as hoped, delaying its opening until 1846. However, 
there were many local squabbles about finance for the new schools with the 
difficulties in obtaining funds preventing more rapid progress. The local 
committee could not agree their priorities and how much should be taken 
from Parochial Funds for these schemes. Furthermore Scoresby, never a 
committee man and used to being in sole command, could not always get 
the decisions he required. But, using his interest in science, he raised money 
by touring the country giving lectures on magnetism and contributing his 
fees towards the education funds. It is recorded that he raised £58 17s. 6d. 
from his lectures at Exeter, Torquay and Cheltenham. Mrs Scoresby also 
helped by raising subscriptions from amongst her friends. 
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Figure 4. Daisy Hill School. 

The first school to be opened was 
- the Parish Church Factory School 

held in the Church room in Stotthill, 
under Mr William Ross and one 
assistant. It soon had almost 400 
pupils, mainly from nearby factories. 
Next to be completed was a school at 
Eccleshill coatings total of £628. This 

  was built with a grant of £150 from 
the Privy Council for Education, the 
remainder coming from 

subscriptions collected by Mrs Scoresby and the Reverend J. Atlas, the curate 
of Eccleshill, and contributions from the Parochial Fund. It had an average of 
150 pupils who were charged weekly fees: 2d per week for reading, 3d for 
writing on slates and 4d for writing in copy books with arithmetic; girls 
were charged id a week for sewing. Total charges were not to exceed 4d per 
week and there were lower rates for a second or third child from the same 
family. The Model School in Manchester Road was opened in October 1842 
with 480 pupils and was later enlarged to take nearly 600, and the foundation 
stone for a school at Daisy Hill was laid in June 1843. The final church school 
at New Leeds was the most ambitious and included a Masters' house. Smaller 
schools were later built at Heaton, 
Manningham, Bowling, Sticker Lane 
and Croft Street: a total of nine 
schools through which over 20,000 
pupils passed between 1839 and 
1846. This was of great significance 
in denominationally-divided 
Bradford with an increasing - -  I 

number of pupils receiving an 
Anglican based education. (Figures 
4 and 5) Figure 5. New Leeds School. 

Social Changes 
Scoresby was concerned not only for the education of children, but was 

also aware of their social needs. He instituted a Sick Society in 1845, which 
was a form of Friendly Society, a popular and cheap form of health insurance 
for the working class. Any member of the school ... being aged eight 
upwards, of good moral character and unbroken constitution may become 
a Member of the Society if approved by the medical officers, paying a deposit 
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of one penny per week regularly every Sunday"' 
This contribution could be raised to twopence a week at the age of thirteen. 

Relief was given out on a certificate from a medical man and amounted to 
three shillings a week for up to twenty-six weeks, and then one shilling-
and-six pence for a further twenty-six weeks. A Juvenile Clothing Society 
was also formed in 1845 whereby any scholar over the age of six could pay 
one penny or more a week. The Society would add a further half penny for 
every penny subscribed. The pupils were to receive an annual ticket which 
could only be used for buying clothing.' 

One area where Scoresby did not achieve universal acclaim was in his 
support, along with other professional Bradford men, for factory reform. He 
was a staunch supporter of movements working for industrial 
improvements and presided over many 'Ten Hour' meetings in the 1840s. In 
taking this stance he made himself unpopular with the many mill owners 
in the town who took exception to anyone they felt was meddling in their 
affairs and affecting their profits. This was especially so as the majority of 
the mill owners were Nonconformists. Scoresby accepted that child labour 
was part of the existing social system and was not trying to abolish the 
practice but trying to see what he could do to help the children. He felt the 
masters should have a "kind, watchful and strictly paternal consideration 
for their workpeople. Every man and woman employed in a factory was a 
son or a daughter of the employer, so long as they were employed on his 
works."' 

He said that if mill owners would acknowledge their paternal 
responsibilities many of the social problems of industrialisation would solve 
themselves. Scoresby was not too sentimental, believing that men should 
be prepared to work hard for their living and not rely on support from 
others. In his pamphlet, Conditions and Prospects of Female Operatives, he states: 
"For men who are able to work, but refused to do so I observed I had no 
commiseration; but for the industrious and willing labourers, who suffered 
destitution from want of employment, I felt the deepest commiseration."" 

Scoresby sponsored another social reform initiative - concern over female 
mill workers and children. In 1844 he visited America and took the 
opportunity to go to Lowell, Massachusetts to examine a system where 
local mill owners recruited girls from the country and undertook to provide 
them with decent accommodation, proper moral supervision, and some 
domestic training to fit them for their future roles as housewives. When he 
returned to England he published the results of his investigation. He realised 
the system would need modification in Bradford because conditions were 
different and there was an abundance of labour; but he could see no reason 
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why decent boarding houses could not be supplied by private individuals if 
not by the employers. Forming a committee to raise funds and organise a 
few model establishments, they came up with proposals which included 
properly supervised boarding houses, a ladies' visiting committee, evening 
schools, a sick club and a savings bank to encourage thrift. The committee 
urged mill girls to" ... shun low and disorderly houses and cheerfully to 
submit to the rules of a well conducted family ... to consider such restraint 
as an advantage, and perfect freedom as unfavourable to the cultivation of 
domestic feelings and the formation of a delicate female character."1 

In this instance he was careful to include leading Nonconformists on his 
lodging house committee in an attempt to obtain more widespread 
acceptance. The movement attracted not only bourgeois men but their wives 
and daughters who "mingled familiarly with the humble mill girls as sisters 
with sisters ... for the purpose of raising them up to a higher and happier 
region of life."" One of Scoresby's last sermons in Bradford was to a 
congregation of two thousand factory workers; at which he spoke of the 
success of the scheme which was well underway. 

In the 1840s the overcrowded conditions and lack of sanitation was 
causing concern both locally and nationally. A Government Commissioner 
who visited the town in 1843 described it as the most filthy town he had 
visited. Scoresby, along with a few others, called a public meeting at which 
a 'Sanatory' Committee was formed. This Committee was to draw up a list 
of suggestions to improve conditions in the town, several of which were 
introduced in the following years. One of these suggestions was the provision 
of public walks and spaces for exercise and recreation. Scoresby was a firm 
supporter of the project of the Amicable Society of Woolsorters to provide 
gardens and baths in Heaton. He became involved with the planning and 
was widely cheered when he attended their public meetings. 

Although he found popularity with many of the poorer factory 
workers,many did not like him. One of the reasons for his unpopularity 
arose from his antagonistic attitude to the Nonconformists. When he came 
to Bradford he found the Anglican Church did not have as firm a hold on the 
people as the Nonconformists and he was to wage an unceasing war against 
them. From the first he was determined to oppose the Nonconformists and 
increase Anglican influence in the town. There are many examples of the 
way in which he seems to go out of his way to annoy them. For instance, he 
was friends with Lord Oxmanton who had a schoolroom on his land which 
was occupied by Nonconformists. Scoresby persuaded Oxmanton to evict 
them so that he could take over. Scoresby was Chaplain of the Workhouse 
and in 1843 the Guardians arranged for a Nonconformist preacher to hold 
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sermons in the Workhouse. Scoresby was incensed and quickly ensured 
that the preacher was excluded. In 1843 Scoresby founded a Church 
Institution in direct opposition to the Mechanics' Institute which was 
dominated by Nonconformists, and in particular the Baptist preacher Dr 
Acworth. The object of the Institution was "... the union of the members of 
the Church resident in the parish in association for the Support of the Church, 
and the promotion of the glory of GOD by the religious and intellectual 
instruction of her members in accordance with her scriptural principles."" 
It provided a course of lectures, performances of religious music, classes and 
a library. In the first year it had 694 members, with a branch at Low Moor 
of 150 members. But after Scoresby's resignation in 1847, and without his 
drive and enthusiasm, the subscribers rapidly began to drop off and it 
eventually closed down just twelve months later. Scoresby also thought 
that the Nonconformists were trying to undermine his education attempts. 
In September 1845 he wrote: 

There is a regular system of attack being made on our schools in various 
quarters - as it appears to me - by the dissenters, every occasion for fault is 
pushed forth and every means adopted to get the children from our schools. 
A large number of factory children have been removed by dissenting mill 

owners from the Stott Hill School, and many against the will of the children, 
who have earnestly besought the Chaplain, Mr Tomlin, to try to have them 
restored.'4 

Although he had been used to great hardships at sea, it was not long 
after his arrival in Bradford before Scoresby was troubled with illness which 
was to last for the duration of his stay in the town. In 1844 the Bishop gave 
him six months leave of absence to recuperate. He used this time to visit 
America. When he returned, in December 1844, he found that the 
Ecclesiastical Committee had approved a new District plan and submitted 
it to the Bishop without referring to him. He immediately tendered his 
resignation. In February 1845 he was asked to attend a meeting to receive 
two addresses. The first, bearing over three thousand signatures from his 
parishioners, expressed their admiration for his work and hoped he would 
reconsider. The second was signed by every teacher in the Sunday Schools, 
expressing their gratitude for his hard work in education. The Bradford 
Operative Conservative Association also gave him an address, which was 
signed by many Nonconformists. These events persuaded Scoresby to 
remain in Bradford, but he was not happy and writing to a friend on 20 
January 1846 he states: "Here at Bradford have been my only painful labours. 
Everywhere else, at Bridlington and neighbourhood - at Liverpool, at Exeter 
- I experienced complete satisfaction and all but complete peace."" 
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Scoresby tendered his resignation again and left Bradford for good in 
1847, without having a post to go to. Thus ended an acrimonious period in 
his life when dogged by ill health, which probably contributed to his 
argumentative nature, he felt he was waging an unequal war against strong 
opposition for a population which did not really appreciate him. 
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THE BRADFORD FIRE BRIGADE 1806-1940 

By Allan Stott 

There is very little information available concerning fire cover for 
Bradford until the early nineteenth century. At that time Bradford was only 
a small market town spread over an area from near the present-day 
Alhambra Theatre to the upper part of Church Bank, taking in Ivegate, 
lower Westgate and Kirkgate. According to historian William Cudworth, 
the Town Commissioners came into possession of three manual fire engines 
in 1806. There was no fire station as we might understand it today and the 
fire engines were housed in various warehouses in the town centre. The 
brigade itself consisted of six men who could be summoned from their homes 
when needed to deal with a fire. They wore no protective clothing or uniform. 

During these early years there were, in addition, a number of private fire 
brigades organised and run by insurance companies. These insurance 
brigades were considered to be efficient and reasonably well organised. The 
men were provided with helmets, tunics, leather top-boots and axes. The 
problem for the public lay in the fact that they were only there to protect 
their own insured premises for fire to limit the size of claims for fire damage. 
The services of the insurance brigades were not, in principle, available to 
the general public, nor were they set up to save lives. The Town 
Commissioners could not decide who was ultimately responsible for the 
provision of fire fighting services, so both brigades operated simultaneously 
for some years. 

The early fire engines consisted of a lead-lined wooden tank on wheels, 
with a wooden pillar at one end bearing a platform on which a man could 
stand. A screw socket on the base of the platform enabled a long nozzle (or 
'branch') to be attached and swivelled to direct a jet of water in any direction. 
A long metal bar projected from the side of the pillar to the far end of the 
appliance to which were hinged two long wooden bars, one at each side. A 
team (usually bystanders) was organised to form a bucket chain from a 
hydrant or stream. By such means the wooden tank was filled, and then a 
further team of 'pressed' men were given the job of swinging the wooden 
bars up and down like a see-saw. This pumped the water through the nozzle 
in a steady and continuous jet onto the fire (hoses were not in general use at 
that time). The idea was to project the water through a door or window, or 
onto a roof, as needed. The people who had been pressed into the job of 
carrying buckets of water or operating the pump were, by tradition, 
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rewarded with unlimited supplies of beer! Needless to say, these manual 
engines had to be dragged through the streets by human effort. Later, horses 
were used to the heavier vehicles. About the year 1836 the fire engines were 
housed on Hall Ings, in premises which had been provided for the use of the 
night watchmen who guarded the town during hours of darkness. 

In 1847 Bradford became a County Borough responsible for running its 
own affairs. The town was rapidly expanding by reason of the growing 
wool textile trade, with an increasing demand for water, both for textile 
processing and domestic use, and also for fire fighting purposes. The woollen 
manufacturers, the press and the population at large were calling for a 
properly organised and more efficient fire brigade. It was decided to put this 
responsibility into the hands of the Watch Committee. In this way the Chief 
Constable became Chief Officer of the Bradford Fire Brigade, a rather 
unsatisfactory arrangement which continued until 1896. 

In the early 1850s the Manchester Fire Brigade had undergone a radical 
re-organisation under their newly appointed chief officer, Alfred Tozer. He 
made the Brigade into a permanent professional unit of full-time firemen. In 
order to do something about Bradford's need for a better fire service for 
Bradford, a delegation was sent to Manchester to learn about their methods 
of responding to fires. The Bradford delegation was evidently much 
impressed with what they had seen in Manchester and made the following 
recommendations: 

The provision of extra horses, tail pipes and other equipment 
The brigade to be increased from six to ten firemen and the men to 

be provided with suitable clothing such as helmets, leather top-boots, 
tunics and axes 

Monthly fire drills and fire fighting practices to be inaugurated 
forthwith 

The provision of a new type of standpipe for use by the brigade 
These recommendations were put in hand without delay. In addition, a 

number of retained or auxiliary firemen were recruited as back-up, and in 
1854, 34 year-old Daniel Graham was appointed Superintendent of the fire 
brigade. 

The police station in Swain Street was extended to accommodate a new 
fire station. About this time the brigade took possession of a mobile horse-
drawn fire escape. We speak today of 'ladders' in connection with fire fighting, 
but right up to the 1940s they were normally referred to as 'escapes' in fire 
brigade circles. This was due to their original use for rescuing people from 
upper stories of burning buildings. 

By the time of the move to Swaine Street, horses were being brought into 
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use for pulling the engines along the streets. Horses were in plentiful supply 
from local horse dealers and local inn-keepers but in later years the brigade 
began to use its own team of horses. These 'fire horses' were of a special 
breed imported from the USA. They had to be capable of combining the 
pulling power of a dray horse with the speed of a race horse, and were 
expensive to import. 

In 1860 Superintendent Graham's place was taken by Joseph Hudson. It 
was during the time of Superintendent Hudson that the brigade obtained 
its first steam fire engine. The problem with the very early steam fire engines 
was that they could take up to 25 minutes to get steam up in order to work 
the pumps. By the end of the nineteenth century the steam fire engines were 
improved so that steam could be raised to the required pressure in five 
minutes. 

In the days before the telephone or the use of street fire alarms, people 
had difficulty of sending a message through to the fire brigade that they 
were urgently needed. It would be a case of either running directly to the fire 
station so as to raise the alarm, or to call a policeman - the latter being more 
widely available on the streets that at the present time. The instructions to 
the Bradford police force, given in a Special Meeting of the Watch Committee 
in December 1847, ran something like this: 

On being alerted to the outbreak of fire, the policeman must 
immediately 'spring the rattle' (this was before constables were issued 
with whistles). The policeman must then run to the fire station, all 
the while calling out 'Fire! Fire!' Other policemen in the vicinity, on 
hearing the rattle, must go at once towards the first officer, to ascertain 
the whereabouts of the fire. The second man must then 'spring his 
own rattle' and run towards the fire station, likewise calling out 'Fire! 
Fire!' to warn other police officers of the situation as he runs along. In 
this way, by a series of relays, the message will be brought to the fire 
brigade. 

This may seem comical but at that time there was no other way. The 
message on arrival at the fire station would prompt the two men on duty 
into action. The first act would be to release the mechanism which allowed 
the large external firebell to sound loudly its call to the fire crews. Then came 
the task of harnessing the horses and of lighting the steam boiler, so as to be 
ready for a quick turn-out as the crews assembled for action. The first engines 
to leave the fire station would probably be the manual ones which could go 
into action straight away on arrival, to be followed later by the steamer 
engine. 
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Figure 11.. The Bradford City Fire Station building in Alderrnanbury (1875-1902) 
photographed in 1962. (Bradford Photographic Survey) 

It soon became clear that the fire station in Swaine Street was becoming 
inadequate for the use of the fire brigade, particularly as further fire engines 
were acquired, and in 1874 plans were made to build a new fire station at a 
site on Aldermanbury. The plans were quickly put into motion and the new 
Aldermanbury fire station opened in 1875. It occupied land bordering 
Godwin Street and Thornton Road (Figure 1). A contemporary newspaper 
report describes the new fire station as 'consisting of a large and lofty engine 
room, able to hold five fire engines, which can be run out into a large yard, 
where they can be horsed and taken to wherever required.' From Census 
returns of the time it would appear that only the Superintendent and Engineer 
lived in buildings attached to the fire station. The term 'engineer' refers to 
the man responsible for maintaining the steam fire engine and other fire 
fighting equipment. The other firemen lived in houses on and around 
Alderrnanbury and Brewery Street (New Victoria Street). I believe that 
their houses were linked to the fire station by an electric bell system. 

When the fire brigade moved from its former premises in Swaine Street, 
the large bell for alerting the brigade was moved to the Town Hall tower, 
built in 1873. We have to remember that the telephone had not then come 
into use, and that when it did so it was for some time a rare item. When the 
telephonic system eventually came to Bradford, telephones were installed 
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in the local district police stations with direct lines to the Town Hall. The 
public were then able to run to the nearest police station and have a call of 
fire relayed to the Town Hall. On receipt of the message, the police officer on 
duty at police headquarters had the responsibility of releasing the mechanism 
which sounded the fire bell in the tower. In this way the brigade would be 
alerted, the engines and crew gallop to the Town hall, there to receive 
instructions as to where they were needed. Why they did not arrange for a 
direct telephone link to the Aldernianbury fire station I have no idea. 
A story goes that on one occasion some workmen were engaged inside 

the Town Hall tower on maintenance work, standing on scaffolding. One 
man sensed he was losing his balance and instinctively grabbed something 
to steady himself. That 'thing' happened to be the rope which controlled the 
fire bell, which immediately tolled out its warning to the fire brigade. 
Realising what he had done, the workman thought he could stop the fire 
bell by pulling on another nearby rope. The second rope, however, operated 
the carillion system. It was said that the fire brigade arrived to the tune of 
'The Campbells are coming, they are, they are! 

One serious fire occurred in July 1878 at 11.30 p.m. A passer-by noted 
that the Princes Theatre was on fire. She ran to the Police Headquarters at 
the Town Hall to raise the alarm, but the Sergeant in Charge found that the 
mechanism which released the fire bell had jammed. His reaction was to 
run to the theatre to satisfy himself that there really was a fire, and then he 
ran across to the fire station to alert the brigade. By then, a fire which could 
have been easily extinguished in its early stages was now a roaring inferno. 

On arrival, the Borough Fire Brigade sprang into immediate action. They 
ran an escape up in nearby St John's Street from where they played two jets 
onto the fire. Some of the men needed to climb onto the rooftops of 
neighbouring building in order to direct water onto the blaze. Despite their 
valiant efforts, much fire damage occurred that night. Yet the Princes Theatre, 
originally built around 1850, was rebuilt and continued in use as a theatre 
into the 1950s. The fire brigade had been hampered by an inadequate supply 
of water, which is just what happened some time before when the Borough 
Corn Mill had caught fire, although a newspaper report sarcastically 
reported: 'Had the corporation fire brigade been in a condition worthy of 
such a town as Bradford, the result of the fire might have been quite different.' 

During 1876, a young married man joined the fire brigade as an auxiliary 
fireman. His name was James Scott, a carpenter by trade who had been 
born in Westmoreland. As Superintendent Hudson began to fail in health, 
Scott was appointed a full time officer in the brigade. When Hudson retired 
from the service in 1886, 'Jim' Scott was chosen as his successor as 
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Superintendent of the fire brigade. As we saw above, as Superintendent he 
was responsible to the Chief Constable, the latter having overall 
responsibility for the local fire services. This system was changed in 1896 
when the fire service was taken out of the jurisdiction of the Watch Committee 
and placed under its own Fire Brigade Committee. Thus James Scott was 
appointed Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade, a position he held until he retired 
in 1926. In 1897, the Borough Fire Brigade became the Bradford City Fire 
Brigade. 

In June 1889 there occurred a fire at Lister's Mill in Manningham. During 
the fire, a floor on which several firemen were using their hoses collapsed 
and they were plunged into the burning material below. Some of them 
escaped with superficial injuries, but two young firemen, Frank Clark and 
Thomas Conway, lost their lives. Both are buried in Undercliffe Cemetery. 

By the 1890s, the Aldermanbury fire station was also becoming 
inadequate for the use of a modem fire brigade in the busy and still expanding 
city. A completely new and more up-to-date station was needed, a need 
accelerated by the incorporation into Bradford of the district of Idle and 
other townships. During the 1860s, both Great Horton and Idle had their 
own fire brigades, madeupf part-time firemen, but under the new 

Figure 2. Horses and Steamers turning out at the new Central Fire Station, Nelson 
Street, in 1903. (George Ellis History of the Bradford City Fire Brigade, 

Jubilee Souvenir, 1902-1952) 
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administrative order, Idle needed to become part of the central fire brigade. 
There was also a need for another district fire station to be built for the 
benefit of the other side of the city. Eventually, Odsal was chosen, but there 
was still the need for a site in the city centre. The location chosen was in 
Nelson Street. It was a pity that the more central location of Aldermanbury 
had to be abandoned, but there was not the space for expansion. Whenever 
I passed by the old Almanbury fire station my eye was invariably attracted 
to the two stone-carved busts of the two helmeted and bearded firemen 
fixed to the exterior wall - a typical Victorian touch. 

The Nelson Street fire station opened in 1902. It stood on the other side of 
the street from St James's Church and had five standing bays for the fire 
engines (Figure 2). At the rear there was a large drill yard on the periphery 
of which were built houses for firemen. At that time the men were on call 
twenty-four hours a day, with one day off duty each fortnight. The brigade 
was still a horse-drawn unit at the time of transfer to Nelson Street. The 
stables were located at the rear of the engine house and so arranged that 
when the bells rang for a fire, the flick of a lever caused the stable doors to 
open automatically allowing the horses which were 'on duty' to trot out to 
their respective machines to be harnessed. The other horses which were 'on 
rest' were housed in other stables at the rear of the large yard. 

During the days of the horse-drawn fire engines, the local police stations 
were provided with a cart which could carry a hose reel, stand pipes and 
other equipment, and could proceed to a fire in order to tap into a hydrant 
and play the hoses onto the flames until the brigade arrived from the town 
centre. The introduction of the petrol fire engine and the use of out-district 
fire stations put an end to the need for hose-reel carts. 

In 1908, Bradford took possession of its first petrol-driven fire engine. It 
was a Dennis machine costing £900 and was driven from the Dennis factory 
to Bradford by Tom Cousens, the first motor driver in the brigade. This 
machine had a brass plate fixed to the front bearing the name Freeman, so 
called after the Chairman of the Fire Brigade Committee. Several writers 
have claimed that the first motor fire engine for Bradford was Hayhurst, but 
this is incorrect. The Hayhurst was the machine blown to pieces at the Low 
Moor Explosion of 1916, whose bell hung for many years in the former 
Alarm Room at Nelson Street. It is now installed at the Odsal district fire 
station. 

The Freeman disgraced itself on the first occasion it was used, attending a 
fire at Shipley. The Shipley Fire Brigade were having difficulty in controlling 
a serious fire which had broken out in a large textile mill and had asked for 
help. Regrettably the Freeman failed to pump water onto the blaze! On return 
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Figure 3. 'The Freeman' (thefirstpetrol-drivenfire engine in Bradford) with 
'Captain'and 'Nelson' (the last pair of horses), February 1914. (George Ellis 

History of the Bradford City Fire Brigade, Jubilee Souvenir, 1902-1952) 

to Nelson Street the fault was corrected and before long the Bradford brigade 
sold off its horse-drawn vehicles and by 1914 had become a fully motorised 
brigade. (Figure 3) 

The worst incident experienced by the brigade was in 1916 at the 
explosion which occurred at the Low Moor munitions works. Six firemen 
lost their lives and several more were severely injured. The first fire engine 
to arrive on the scene was the Hayhurst. The explosion ripped it apart. The 
men who died were Charles Sugden, Fred Normington, Knighton Pridmore, 
Eli Buckley, Edgar Shaw and Joseph Binns. They were buried in Scholemoor 
Cemetery, where a large monument was erected in their honour in the form 
of a fireman holding a hose. It stood at Scholemoor for several decades but 
has recently been vandalised. It is now in the Fire Brigade headquarters at 
Birkenshaw. The firemen present at the Low Moor explosion were awarded 
medals for bravery in the face of great danger. Some time later, the Corporation 
purchased another fire engine, Hayhurst No 2, to replace the one lost. (Figure 4) 

During the years 1902-1940, Bradford was furnished with street fire 
alarm boxes known as the Gamewall Fire Alarm System after a firm based 
in the USA where the system is still used. Seventy-two fire alarm boxes 
were distributed throughout the city at strategic points for use by the general 
public. They took the form of a metal box painted bright red and usually 
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Figure 4. Turn-out at the Central Fire Station, Nelson Street, 1914. (George Ellis 
History of the Bradford City Fire Brigade, Jubilee Souvenir, 1902-1952) 

attached to a suitable wall. At the front of each box there protruded a black 
metal handle. On turning the handle to the right, a spring was released 
inside the box which caused a loud bell insert to alert everyone in the vicinity 
that the box had been 'turned in'. At the same time a message was being 
tapped out by means of a series of cams, which sent a signal by means of 
electric underground cable to the Alarm Room at Nelson Street central fire 
station. The fire brigade would then immediately send two machines and 
their crews to the box which had been 'turned in'. Should the call have come 
from a box on the outskirts of the city, the call could be re-directed to the 
appropriate district fire station. 

After the 1914-1918 war, it was decided to increase the size of the fire 
brigade. In previous times men had been 'on-call' twenty-four hours a day, 
as mentioned above. In 1919 steps were taken to introduce what was known 
as the 'two-platoon system', the provision of two separate shifts. One team 
was on duty 6a.m. to 6p.m. and the other team from 6p.m. to 6 am, with a 
changeover of shifts every month. Men were also granted one day's leave in 
seven and a complete weekend leave every seven weeks. They also received 
two week's paid holiday per year (people employed by private firms were 
usually given just one week's unpaid holiday each year, often to be taken at 
the 'Bowling Tide'). Another benefit for Bradford firemen was the 
introduction of a retirement pension at the end of their service. 
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Between 1919 and 1921 there was an influx of men into the brigade, 
mainly men who had been demobilised from the armed forces. As a result 
there were insufficient houses available at Nelson Street and at the out-
district fire stations. It did not matter too much where a firemen lived as 
long as each man presented himself for duty at the commencement of his 
appointed shift. Many of the men chose to live in the suburbs, away from 
the industrial pollution which surrounded the central fire station. Others 
continued to live in houses provided for them at the station. The disadvantage 
of living at a fire station was that each of the houses had been provided 
alarm bells. Should extra help be required in order to deal with some serious 
outbreak of fire, then the sounding of three distinct bursts on the bells required 
even those men who were off-duty to report for standby or for turnout on 
the engines as needed. 

In 1926 James Scott retired as Chief Officer of the City Fire Brigade, a 
position he had held for thirty years. During his time as chief officer, Scott 
brought about more changes and improvements to the brigade than occurred 
at any other time. Much could be written here of the national and 
international honours which were bestowed on this chief officer, under 
whose influence the City Fire Brigade became known and imitated in its 
organisation by many countries overseas. After a total of forty years service, 
James and his wife, herself an unofficial welfare officer to the firemen, were 
given many honours. 

In 1934 the brigade once more passed into the authority of the Watch 
Committee, whereby Thomas Rawson, Chief Constable, became also Chief 
Officer of the Fire Brigade. In the eyes of many, this appointment was a 
backward step, though Rawson left much of the day-to-day running of the 
fire brigade to the then Superintendent, Feather Bartle, a much-respected 
figure. Rawson tried to reduce the number of firemen, re-introduce the 24-
hour 'on call' system, and train a number of police officers as auxiliaries for 
back-up. The plan failed, in part because as several industrialists considered 
that the scheme would jeopardize the safety of their factories and premises. 

More successful was the introduction of breathing apparatus for men 
entering a burning building. An asbestos suit, which enabled a man to enter 
amongst flames, was another acquisition. Two new fire engines were also 
purchased. One was a saloon type fire engine which allowed men to travel 
inside the engine where previously they had stood on footboards fixed to 
the side of the engine when travelling to a fire. The engine was a Dennis 
equipped with a light ladder and all manner of tools and gadgets inside. 
This was normally the first machine to turn out to a call. The other fire 
engine was a hundred foot extending turntable escape ladder from the 
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Leyland Company, named Angus Rhodes. Strictly speaking it was not a fire 
engine as such as it did not possess its own water pump, as did its rival, the 
Merryweather turntable escape. The Leyland turntable was essentially an 
'escape' or water tower from the top of which water could be poured down 
onto a fire below. It was a great asset to the brigade. By now the out-district 
fire stations had been dispensed with Idle in 1919 and Odsal in 1922, though 
the latter was brought back into use during the 1939-45 war. 

Strictly speaking, the Bradford fire brigade was only required to deal 
with outbreak of fire within the boundaries of the city of Bradford; there 
were no countywide fire brigades as we now know them. Sometimes, when 
people living on the outskirts of Bradford called the fire brigade via the 
telephone operator, the question might be asked, "Which brigade do you 
need?" Should the caller be in doubt, the next question might be, "Which 
authority do you pay rates to?" Depending on the reply, the caller would be 
put through to the brigade responsible for that particular town or village. 
Occasionally the reply from whichever station they were put through to 
might be, "Oh, that's not our area, call such and such brigade." All this 
whilst your premises were on fire! 

Given this confusion, there were occasions when two different brigades 
turned up to deal with the same fire, when after discussion between the 
respective officers, one crew would return to their station leaving the other 
to deal with the emergency. Some local authorities did make a financial 
agreement with a larger authority to permit their fire brigade to deal with 
fires in the smaller township. Thus during the 1920s, the village of Clayton 
was independent of Bradford but paid a retaining fee in order to have Clayton 
protected by the Bradford brigade. The firemen were delighted to attend 'a 
country fire' because it meant extra pay. 

During the 1930s Baildon made an arrangement for the Bradford brigade 
to provide fire cover. The hydrants at Baildon were of a different type to 
those of Bradford so Bradford's Bolland fire engine was furnished with a 
special set of stand-pipes suitable for the Baildon hydrants and was 
consequently always the machine sent there. Quite why a machine had to 
dash all the way from Nelson Street to Baildon when there was a Shipley 
fire brigade much nearer seems strange. However most of the larger towns 
and cities did make arrangements whereby their fire brigades would send 
fire crews and engines to other places in the case of very large fires. 

During those days there was an erroneous belief that should it be 
necessary to call out a fire brigade there would be a £5 charge payable by 
the householder to whose premises they had been called. Maybe this was a 
'throw-back' to those days of the private insurance brigades, but whatever 
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the reason, the '5 to pay' deterred many people from sending for the fire 
brigade when necessary, often with unfortunate consequences. 

By 1940 Britain was at war and fire services throughout the country had 
to be re-organised to meet the needs for civil defence and fires caused by air-
raids. The Auxiliary Fire Service came into existence to supplement local fire 
services. In Bradford disused warehouses and garages were laid out as 
auxiliary fire stations, and motor lorries were fitted out as fire engines, 
some having trailer pumps attached. For a few months after the declaration 
of war, nothing much happened. Then came the Dunkirk evacuation, and 
things changed. 

In August 1940, after a brilliant sunset, enemy planes were heard in the 
sky circulating the dty. There was no sound of an alert from the air-raid 
sirens, but suddenly a swish of bombs hurtling down could be heard. 
Thankfully they were not high explosive bombs but incendiaries. The 
German planes had dropped bombs right across the city centre. One bomb 
fell on the top exit of Rawson Market and also affected the neighbouring 
Market Tavern. The next bomb hit Lingards departmental store in Westgate. 
Another bomb fell in Sunbridge Road where apiece of shrapnel went through 
the dial of an outside clock, stopping it at the exact time. The next place to be 
hit was the former Odeon Cinema which then stood near the bottom of 
Manchester Road. A bomb penetrated the inside of the foyer which, had 
people been leaving, would have resulted in many casualties. As it happened, 
cinemas closed early during the war and the Odeon was clear of patrons by 
10.30 p.m., the time of the raid. Finally, one or two bombs fell on the Caledonia 
Mills just below the fire station in Nelson Street. Fierce fires blazed all over 
Bradford, but with the help of the teams of auxiliary firemen, the fires were 
brought under control. 

In the Caledonia Mills fire, the turntable escape from the Angus Rhodes 
engine was in use, playing water down onto the burning building below 
when the entire front wall collapsed pushing the escape across the road, 
trapping the fireman on top of the escape. Despite the flames and smoke, a 
colleague climbed the hundred-foot ladder and rescued the trapped and 
semi-conscious fireman and carried him down to safety. 

After the early 1940s I lost touch with the Bradford City Fire Brigade, 
which was eventually absorbed into the larger, regional fire service. Thus 
came to an end the era of Bradford's fire service. 

Acknowledgements. I wish to thank the Bradford Telegraph & Argus 
newspaper for permission to quote, and to Bradford Libraries for the 
illustrations. 
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BRADFORD BRICK-MAKING: 

THE MUD, THE MEN, AND THE MYSTERIES 

By Derek Barker 

The makingofhousehold bricks is a rather neglected local industry when compared 
with quarrying, mining, iron-making or textile manufacture, yet material evidence of its 
extent can still befoundon many waste sites and allotment gardens throughout the City. 

In 1718 John Stanhope of Eccieshill wanted to build a new hail. He reached 
an agreement with John Brown' who promised to "dig and throw sufficient 
clay to make 100,000 good stock bricks". The bricks were large by modern 
standards, being 10 inches long, 5 inches broad, and 2.5 inches thick when 
burned. The agreement initially specified these dimensions after the bricks 
had been removed from the clamp, but the word 'clamp' had been crossed 
through and 'kiln' substituted. Mr Brown was to dig the clay at Eccleshill 
and he promised to provide tools, coals, and to build the kiln. The price 
agreed was six pence per thousand when the bricks were moulded, and an 
additional five shillings per thousand when the bricks were sufficiently 
burnt. John Brown came from Nottingham and this fact must indicate that 
no more local brick-makers could be found in the early 181  century. The 
whole of Bradford's own brick making industry presumably post-dates 
this agreement. 

The eighteenth century 
A 'brick pitt' is marked in an area of Calverley enclosures' (immediately 

south of Fagley Lane) in an undated early 18th century map (perhaps c.1720) 
drawn up as part of a dispute between Sir Walter Calverley and Mr Marsden, 
Lord of the Manor of Bradford. A generation later, in 1765, the old Thackley 
Workhouse was built. Cudworth' records that among other disbursements 
of money James Booth, the overseer, "pay'd Mary Barker for 2500 bricks at 
us per 1000". The price of bricks had clearly inflated since John Stanhope's 
day. Cudworth' also notes that when the Manor of Bradford and Allerton 
was auctioned in 1788 "Stone, Brick and Clay found there, added to the Coal 
Mines" were among the incentives offered to prospective purchasers. 

Willmott5 examined the occupations of men in Bradford by examining 
Bradford baptism records which show 'father's occupation' during some 
periods of the 181 century. During this century nine percent of men worked 
in building occupations, but these were "mostly masons, carpenters and 
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joiners". There were "few plasterers and fewer brick-makers", but some 
brick-makers there evidently were. From place name evidence we would 
guess that in the late 18th century brick-making was quite widespread in 
Bradford. The area now occupied by Frizinghall Railway Station was once 
the Ryalls or 'brick-kiln close". Cudworth' again records that: "Manningham 
Thorp ... was built by the late John Rand, Esq., upon a plot of ground called in 
the early part of the century Brick Kiln Close", and in 1793 an area of 
Manchester Road opposite the Primitive Methodist Church was known as 
'brick kiln field". Field names with brick elements, or buildings known as 
'Red Hall', are common indicators of brick production and use within West 
Yorkshire9. There may not have been permanent premises on such sites 
since in Cleveland we know that brick-fields were leased by their owners 
for short periods to itinerant brick-makers" who dug clay and fired hand-
moulded bricks in specially arranged piles or 'clamps'. 

The nineteenth century 
In this era we have better information about brick-making because of 

trade directories, newspapers, and census records. The numbers employed 
in brick-making were small, but possibly not as small as some of the 
compilers of the earliest 191  century trade directories would seem to indicate. 
James", quoting Wardle's Commercial Directory 1814-15, mentions stay 
makers, paper makers and vitriol distillers, but not colliers, quarry owners, 
or brick manufacturers. But by 1830 a trade directory" records the presence 
in Bradford of ten brick-makers. These include: Anthony Edmundson (a 
brick-maker, brick-layer and stonemason of Brick Lane), and John Hudson 
who had a famous brick-making surname. The rapidly increasing demand 
for bricks may be linked to the final repeal of the various government taxes 
levied on brick production in 1850, but in any case Bradford was undergoing 
a period of rapid population expansion at this time which demanded the 
construction of cheap dwellings. Many brick manufacturers of the next few 
decades had alternative occupations. For example Samuel Haigh of 
Undercliffe was a farmer; William Harper, New Leeds and John Grainge, 
Brick Lane were beer sellers. But Edmund Balme, Manchester Road, and the 
Hudson family of Leeds Road and Wapping appear to have been specialist 
brick makers. Indeed the Hudsons (John snr., John jnr., William, and Pharoah) 
are the first Bradford makers who can be placed in a dedicated 'brick works'. 
I think that we can also be quite confident that the Bowling Iron Company 
and Low Moor Ironworks would have had their own brick production and 
brick-laying capacity. 

By the time of the 1856 directory" we are decidedly in the modem era. 
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Among the manufacturers recorded are some familiar names: James 
Fairbank, an important coal merchant and brick maker, was established at 
the Brick Lane colliery and was 'sinking for coal' near the bottom of Whetley 
Lane". Edward Gittins had arrived from Leicester and was advertising his 
new patent-brick works at the junction of Wakefield Road and New Hey 
Road". George Stelling Hogg came from Leeds and had established the first 
of his three brick making enterprises in Shipley. Finally George Heaton had 
leased land from the Earl of Rosse to dig coal and make bricks in Heaton 
Woods. But as late as the 1881 census I can only identify 204 people in the 
Bradford area who gave a brick production occupation to the enumerators. 
This number is dwarfed by coal miners, ironstone miners, quarrymen and 
textile workers. 

Mud and the manufacture of bricks 
Brunskill16 provides a clear account of brick production. Most clays will 

make a passable common brick, but early manufacturers soon sought out 
especially suitable brick clays for visible, or 'facing', bricks. The principal 
ingredients of natural clays are: hydrated aluminium silicate, sand, and 
iron oxide, but there are many other minor constituents. Brick making clays 
and shale were formed in many geological eras. Locally, Carboniferous Coal 
Measures underlie the City as they do much of the North of England, from 
Nottingham to Baildon. These were formed in periodically flooded tropical 
swamps on the margins of a river delta. Mining down through the Coal 
Measures is like cutting through a pile of sandwiches with layers of shale, 
coal, ironstone and fire-clay. Fire-clay formed the 'seat earth' of some coal 
seams, and could be exploited to make refractory fire-bricks used to line 
chimneys or furnaces. The Coal Measures also contained commercially 
valuable deposits of brick-making shale; shale being a rock created by the 
heating and compression of mud-stones. 

Traditionally, common clay was dug in late Autumn with narrow bladed 
spades called 'grafts'. It was weathered in the winter frosts and then, in 
Spring, tempered with water and kneaded. This process was progressively 
mechanised; for example the pug-mill was a 171  century invention of 
rotating knives to cut, mix and prepare clays for use. With the resulting clay 
'paste' an experienced brick-maker, his labourer, and a boy, could make 
more than two thousand bricks daily using wet or sanded wooden moulds". 
Initially hand-made bricks were plain, but by about 1830 the mould was 
placed over a block of wood screwed to the brick-moulding table. This created 
a depression or 'frog' in the brick. By the mid-191 century many collieries 
were able to mechanically crush shale and the resulting product could also 
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be used for brick making. The extracted shale was first ground to powder, 
then screened for stones, and finally mixed with water. The 'paste' thus 
produced was used in the so-called stiff plastic process. The shale paste was 
plastic in the old sense of being able to be permanently shaped or moulded. 
It could be extruded from a die, like toothpaste being forced from a tube, 
being finally cut up into brick shapes with wires. In practice many poor 
quality early bricks are found containing large stone fragments; these 
certainly can't have been wire cut. 

The paste could also be mechanically pressed into metal moulds. Soon 
many brick making machines had been patented. The well-known Bradley 
& Craven machine, made in Wakefield, had moulds which were rectangular 
depressions in a steel horizontal circular table. A press squeezed and finally 
ejected the completed bricks automatically. There was a third process 
whereby manufacturers used machines were capable of taking portions of 
virtually dry clay, or ground shale powder, and mechanically compressing 
them into bricks. In any case bricks were often pressed a second time, when 
partially dry, the result being a denser, smooth-sided, brick with sharp 
edges (or arrises), a 'frog' on the upper surface, and perhaps a shallower 
depression on the lower surface. When the bricks were laid the bricklayer 
filled the 'frog' with mortar and placed it downwards. 

The marking and firing of bricks 
After about 1860-1870 machine-made bricks regularly carry impressed 

names or 'brick-marks'. In this article such marks are printed in capitals 
between square brackets. It would appear that brass or iron plates, cast 
with the mark, were screwed into the brick moulds. The screw-head marks 
are usually still visible on the fired bricks. Brick-marks may include the 
manufacturer's name or initials, the location of his works, or even the process 
used to make the bricks. Consequently marks can be most helpful in providing 
provenance.A mark reading [W.WOOHEAD ECCLESHILLPO lIERIES] tells 
me all I need to know. It took me much longer to appreciate that the maker of 
[D.R] must be Daniel Riddiough, a brewer, brick-maker, and quarry owner 
resident in the Otley Rd area in the late 1911 century. Some brick-marks 
remain unattributable however, and some brick-makers (the Hudson family 
for example) are yet to be recognised as having a mark. 

Traditionally new, or 'green', hand-made bricks were placed on edge to 
dry on a 'heck'. This was an ordered pile of bricks placed in an open-sided 
shed on a slightly raised timber platform with some moveable rain 
protection. By the 19" century pressed brick manufacturers had developed 
covered drying halls with heated floors. The drier the 'green' bricks were 
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* P,00leio,r51 List 51 pth,elpal 86948068 ala. brlck.mekels. aed lInde marks 

Welts Ian,. Location PdncipaIce,ner Dates Eo.rnpleofbttck mate 

Ouradale BIte & Tube Co 600flley Road, Sfl,ploy George Sloeng Hogg 1865-1875 (AIREDALE ColISHIPLEVI 
flyddle Road blobmoroe Uayd0e Road. Greel Horton WIllIam HoReenrtfll 1810-1900 (WIll 
Balm.', blOReorts 240 (245) Manaresten Road Edmund ßalme 1847-1853 0,85000 
BeanlandB. 90010.0905 IS Hams Roeet 48W eeanlalol 1872-1800 0161000 
Bel90n Road b,109100,1,s Boston Road. Great molten 6,501010 BId & tile 1875-1027 (BB&TCOL,ttl 
61,9101 S010ary Tube & L  Co EId,00u blldnoolde WIllIam Barton 1067-1947 (8516 LEO) 
Bobby Henry & Sons Ltd. Son HIll, WINe Henry Booby 1898.19S5 [BIRKBVS LIO]IWÌTOEI 

(OI1KBI] 
BAton Woods bn*eR,bs Stanley Road? 51810cm Late 9° C (OWO)? 
Boeeling bnodonot,s Manot,eoterRoad E 5091, teSd-tB84 ofll000eo 
,90%e9ngPa,bs bn0100to,60 4 Moulcdn A Sons 1800.1930 IMOULSONI[BRADFORO( 

IM0ULS0NIIPLASTICI 
temondeid CleycB&B 6100991812. Bill Lane S Pearson & Sons 1863-1619 (5 ~SON B SONlIeRAoFOmo( 
IClayton Snob & stone eloIse 68510 Lane. CÌaonoe 193-1016 unlenOenl 
TC*otocFeeday,00d,e l,gflßilkO 4.601101 1864'19605 unknolon 
IDidI Lane 6,19001,66 DIck Lane. Lalete,0861 Leeds Elteolay Co. 1612.1929 11.10 Col 
-F--Glee, T.— Road J S. Bligys 1801-1927 IBRIGGSI 
Field Head bnck.001ke PlaId Head, LelomIlIB Atthibald NAIl 1665-1074 IANEILL( 
FaIn Can Bros & lobe Onednot Road. Fnongflell James B Beanlend 1857-1813 unk400m 
Hole Bonomoodle RIme Lane. ClaIrol 40000 WhOanead 1000-1900 unk00oen 
uudearb,nOlneNdlS Wayp.ng&Leede Road Radsolrtemely 1837-1841 018,50.1 
ManotPottenee Eodesfl,li ---h.. 1037-1012 (01199 

01115Cm MalSall [ECCLESHILL1 
MANOR POTTERIES) 

Radiougris bnid,00roS Auredale Road Daniel ~~1191.1101 (ER] 
8560163 F,rebnok,eRNe Bradlota Road. Shipoy J  Fy18 1116.1831 (F'YFE( 
tS6ipien Fine Clay cR193 No,yldwte. Shipley Leeds 1,199520 LW 1666-1615 onionOen 

SNpRyHigh Moon b,idlcon,95 tee Beghton, ShIPHO 480998 1660-1605 IBRlGAS1ISRlPLE1 
Synnglleld B000&TleoiotSe AuenncOffe. Idle lcdnocEll,eon 1619.1081 unknOeun 
S~~Wflye Abbey 85. Anile Abbey Road JaB Wileoo & Sons 1053-1098 uok,eom 
TO, Miles bros M. Heaton Woods, ShIpley George Heater 850.1812 ut,k,Benl 

tTlomten Fineddy T8s,m160 mood. 1101301 ~Ph 8600009 1900-lOIS ]TBORNCLA51 
SoyrnOua S Bl19000yis Upper Seymour S Bradnotd Brick &,. 1890-1927 IB6&T Co LIle] 

ARena WoIBs Rook Lane 60001910000 1819- [BOWLING 11091 
01841918 COnyorabon -1997 BRADFORD CORPORATIONI 

Wopying Road bncicenrkSl "9. Place olkm,es& G.,. 1003-IBIS unlenyolnl 
Wapp.19 Road bnink000,03 2 0.- PI. Bradlold Blob & Tile 1070-1008 [BUT C. Lot,] 
We5irRtofl Street Bndnoo,Rs wetheglen S. La,eteodrl,e Walam P064,055 1810-1895 (WI 051 

wrerle,oa 104095 Road Bradnond 61100 & TIe 1810.1690 069100 L.]~ydbndnelrte P....Road. 0001119 J MoAlson & Sons 1693.1994 )MOULSON](BRADFORD) 

IB08JLSONIIPL6STlC( 
Wn000 BIRe Wrose B,o,e ShIpley deson & Woodnead 1880.19605 ISUTCLIFFEI 

)SIIPLEYI)BRICK( 
Wrose III CemLane.Sopley W,B,e Hill Feeday 1850.1940 (WUFCLidSSHIPLESI 

(WROSEHILLESRIPLEV( 

Meno1adWe,9 Walked solo an aobonoo lane 010,10136 deny 001n,nollybound on oradnoly, tl,08molkadenbh a 049901a18 maInly 010,01 101010-
BlADE wtdyne.daypmdoote. 

when they came from the presses, the smaller the quantity of expensive fuel 
that was needed. Naturally the less the quantity of fuel that was used, the 
cheaper the whole brick-making process became. After wages, fuel was the 
biggest single expense of the brick-maker", so many local brick-works had 
access to their own colliery and, correspondingly, many collieries developed 
their own brick-works. When finally dry the bricks were 'fired'. To transform 
clay irreversibly into ceramic requires a temperature of 950-1100 oC, this 
being bright-red heat. Bricks can be fired in a simple 'clamp' which is 
basically a stack of bricks, capped with turf, and built on some suitable fuel 
with channels left for the hot fire gases to circulate, however larger 191  

century producers would certainly have constructed a permanent kiln'9. 
Kilns are classified by the direction the heated air takes through the 

structure from fire stoke-hole to chimney. The 'Scotch' kiln was an up-draught 
kiln quite closely imitating a clamp. It was a rectangular chamber with an 
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Table 2 

Manufacturers and marks of imported bricks found in the Bradford area 

Brick manufacturer or centre Brick-marks 

Accrington 
Allied Brick Co, Leeds 
*Armitage, Wakefield 
'Brighouse Brick & Tile 
Charlestown Brickworks, Halifax 
tCinderhulls Brickworks, Siddal 
Claughlon Manor Brick Co 
Craven Brickworks, Wakefield 
tFarnley Iron Company, Leeds 
tlngham, Wortley 
tLeeds Fireclay 
Marshall & Gray Ltd, Veadon 
Norrnanton Brickworks 
Oates & Green, Halifax 
Ossetl Colliery 
'Park Brickworks, Keighley 
'Rushforths Adwallon 
Staurfoot Quarry, Barnsley 
St Johns Colliery 
B Whitaker & Sons, Leeds 
Westgate Brick Co. Wakefield 
Wilkinsons, Elland 

[ACCRINGTON]]NORI] & [REDAC] 
[ALLIED] 
[ARMITAGE] 
[B RIGH OU S El 
[GB] 
]CINDRILS] 
[CLAUGHTON MANOR][BRICK CO CATON] 
[CRAVEN] 
[FARNLEY IRON Col[LEEDS] 
[INGHAM[ 
[LFC Co Ltd] & [CLIFF] 
[M & G] & [MARSI-IALL][GUISELEY] 
[NORMANTON] 
[OGH] 
LOSS ETT] 
[PARK BRIGK][KEIGHLEY] 
[RUSHFORTH][AD WALTON] 
[STAIRFOOT] 
[ST JOHNS][COLLIERY] 
[WHITAKER][LEEDS] 
(WESTGATE] 
[WILKINSON]]ELLAND] 

In (able 2 manufacturers marked with an asterisk have products very commonly found in 
Bradford: (hose marked with a dagger are mainly known for fire-brick production. 

open top, and consequently did not require a chimney. Scotch kilns produced 
attractively coloured bricks, although they were wasteful of fuel. The 
'Newcastle' design was a covered rectangular horizontal draught kiln with 
two fire-holes and a wicket at one end, and a single chimney at the other. It 
resembled a roofed Scotch kiln but reached higher temperatures, which 
made it suitable for the production of fire-bricks. 'Beehive' kilns were circular 
domed down-draught kilns used for the best quality bricks. Within the 
chamber hot gases passed up to the roof against the walls and were then 
reflected down through the set bricks and out to the chimney through a 
perforated floor. A small Beehive kiln was operated on a 14 day cycle and 
could hold 12-35,000 bricks each time. These kilns were favoured because it 
was easy to control the internal conditions needed to obtain particular brick 
colours. If plenty of air (with its oxygen) was admitted, red iron oxides 
produced the colour 'brick red'. In reducing conditions, with little oxygen, 
the bricks were blue-grey. Beehive kilns were often found in small works 
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where several kilns could be served by the same chimney. It has been 
calculated that with two or three such kilns even a small works could 
maintain the production of 50,000 bricks per week. 

The first continuously working kiln was patented by Hoffman in the late 
1850s. Early examples were circular, but there was later an elongated oval 
version. Essentially the gallery in which the bricks were set was divided 
into twelve or more chambers, each with an external opening or 'wicket', 
and a flue with a damper leading to the main flue and chimney. A firing zone 
was advanced round the kiln by opening the flue dampers ahead of it. The 
bricks in each chamber were set, burnt, cooled and emptied in sequence, 
with the waste heat being used to preheat the freshly set bricks. Hoffman 
kilns were very fuel efficient, but required a permanent labour force. They 
are probably always associated with a fully mechanised works. As an 
approximation the production of one thousand bricks required three cubic 
yards of clay and half a ton of coal. Good Victorian bricks sold at 25/- per 
thousand. By the mid-195 century two (American) billion bricks were being 
produced annually in the UK. To give you some more figures I should say 
that a small railway bridge needed 300,000 bricks, and tunnelling employed 
two million lining bricks per mile! 

The Golden Age 
A Bradford Town Plan of 187F° shows two works on Wapping Road, 

those of Bradford Brick & Tile, and Holmes & Grainge. There is a single 
works at Whetley Hill near the modem Tile Street, and a tiny yard at the 
junction of Thornton Road and Duncan Road, which I believe was owned 
by James Fairbank. Beanland's brick-yard is mapped, but not named, on 
Harris Street. Samuel Pearson & Son's large fire-clay works at Broomfield 
occupies a large area within the curve of the Bradford-Leeds railway line 
north of Ripleyville. Pearson used the vast volume of clay dug from the 
railway cuttings, a process which kept 60 men employed for 15 years'. The 
only competing brick firm of any size was that of Pharoah Hudson, the last 
working member of a family involved in this industry for 40 years. Hudson's 
yard cannot be located on the 1871 map with certainty but an unnamed 
brick-yard near the junction of Joseph Street and Leeds Road is a possibility. 
On a later topographical drawing, accompanying William Cudworth's 
Worstedopolis, four brickworks are illustrated: the same works at Wapping 
and Whetley Hill, but also Daniel Riddiough's works on Airedale Road. 
During this period Shipley became well-known for the manufacture of fire-
bricks". 

In the second half of the 191  century Bradford possessed a number of 
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large contractors who owned their own quarries, saw mills and brick-works, 
and who would undertake virtually any construction or development 
project. The brick mark [A.NEILL] identifies the products of Archibald Neill 
(1825-1874) who was born in Scotland and whose large works at Fieldhead, 
Listerhills, employed one thousand men. He was engaged to build Westgate 
Station, Wakefield and also the Grand Hotel, Scarborough. In 1871 Neill was 
also given the work of straightening the Bradford Beck from Frizinghall to 
Bolton Bridge, and of constructing the sewage works. A press report stated 
that a good supply of clay was found during the work and "bricks were 
being extensively made on the spot"'. 

Other large contractors listed in trade directories as brick manufacturers 
include: J & W Beanland (13, Harris Street), Squire and William Holdsworth 
(Wyke), S. Pearson & Sons (Broomfields), John Moulson & Sons (Birch Lane), 
and James Wilson & Sons (Spring Row, White Abbey). Cudworth recorded 
the achievements of the Pearson and Moulson families" but life as a 
contractor was not always easy. The bankruptcy of James Wilson & Sons 
was a sensation". The grandsons of the founder, Joseph and Edwin Wilson, 
were described as timber-merchants, brick makers and builders. They had 
enormous liabilities of £130,072 and assets of only £15,181. The brick yard 
was worth a mere £7,875, but was seemingly profitable. It seems that the 
sons "followed their father's course" of erecting shop and house property, 
while borrowing on mortgages as large a portion of the cost as they could 
obtain. Their annual turnover was £50,000, but depreciation in the value of 
property, and various bad debts, led to the firm's failure. This catastrophe 
has a very modern sound. 

The last Bradford Brick-makers 
Financial and geological problems eventually reduced the number of 

local brick-makers. A relatively small number were responsible for the bricks 
in late nineteenth and early twentieth century Bradford buildings. Any 
visit to an allotment garden should reveal examples of their products. The 
Bradford Brick & Tile Company Ltd [BB&T Co Lim] had at various times 
works in Wapping Road, Beldon Road (Great Horton), Whetley Hill, and 
finally Seymour Street (Leeds Road). The company seems to have been 
founded by Halifax business men and to have been in existence from the late 
1860s until the 1920s. By 1881 (and probably a year or two earlier) J S Briggs 
were brick-makers at Crossley Hall, Allerton, producing bricks marked 
[BRIGGS]. The third generation of this family consisted of several members 
of whom the most noteworthy was Arthur Briggs (1885-1980). Arthur kept 
the Briggs, Fairweather Green brick works going into the second half of the 
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201  century, and died a wealthy man. 
Henry Birkby, the originator of the Storr Hill, Wyke, brickworks is 

mentioned by Parker2l to have been born in Worthinghead, Wyke, around 
1830. He was connected with stone and brick trade most of his life being the 
foreman of Squire Holdsworth, contractor of Wyke, for seven years until 
1863. In 1869 he opened his own works for which he is famous. I believe he 
lost a hand in a brick-making machine accident. When he retired from 
business his sons continued brick making and the family owned the last 
working brick-works in Bradford. Other 'big names' among manufacturers 
of twentieth century bricks that were imported into the City include: 
Brighouse Brick Co., Wilkinson (Elland), Armitage (Wakefield), Rushforth 
(Adwalton) and Whitaker (Leeds). 

Brick mysteries 
To feel completely certain that I have identified a brick-maker I need to 

have a name in a directory, a works on a map, and an appropriately marked 
brick, but in many instances this is not possible. Identifying the makers of 
bricks marked solely with initials is particularly challenging. [D.R] is 
probably Daniel Riddiough, as I have mentioned, but I know of two brick-
makers who could be responsible for the rare [WH] brick, one of whom was 
the contractor, and Bowling alderman, William Holdsworth. Also rare are 
[T & S] bricks which I have seen in only one place, the walled foot path that 
runs at the back of Infirmary Fields connecting Lumb Lane and White Abbey 
Road. The mark is slightly obscured with lime mortar but may identify 
Thornton & Sons, just as [P & 5) may represent Pearson & Sons, and [WP & 
S] William Pickard & Sons. 
A brick marked [BCC] is commonly found in Bradford. I have noted it at 

The Bradford Royal Infirmary Site (1937), the Odeon Cinema, Bradford 
(constructed 1930s), and scattered on demolition sites in the Leeds Road and 
Barkerend Road areas. Evidence that the brick is local to Bradford are the 
facts that no example is found in any Internet collection of brick images, and 
that it is also unknown to the Brick Society. As mentioned, collieries 
commonly possessed their own brick-works. Thus a B... Colliery Company 
giving the [BCC] brick-mark is a very definite possibility: Bradford, 
Brighouse, and Birkenshaw would all be feasible. Another theory is that the 
initials stood for Bradford City Clay or City Ceramics. An informant believes 
he remembers a company of this name operating in Bolton Woods. The 
difficulty with this theory is that such a name is not attested in any of the 
trade directories that cover its likely period of operation. A [BWB] brick 
mark, representing I assume Bolton Woods Brickworks, is already known 
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from this area. In 1901 the Bowling Brick Co Ltd seems to have had premises 
at the Victoria Works (Rook Lane). A Bradford Corporation Brickworks is 
noted at the same site in the 1927 trades directory. Brick-marks [BOWLING 
IRON BRADFORD] and [BRADFORD CORPORATION] are known. A 
hypothetical 'Bowling Clay Company' or 'Bradford Corporation Clay' are 
possibilities but again, I must stress, entirely unattested in any trade 
directory. 

What to see 
Bradford is justly famous for its sandstone & flag quarries, but most 

Victorian stone buildings constructed from such materials also had brick 
chimneys, brick privies, and bricks under plaster and render. A million 
bricks are present in Bradford Town Hall". Individual bricks can still be 
identified on allotments, old brick-work sites, and in decaying brick walls. 
There are also a very few local Victorian buildings wholly constructed of 
brick. In Frizinghall are a collection of terraces known as Bradley Street and 
South View, with associated shops having frontages on to Keighley Road. 
The bricks used are of the machine-made pressed type, and some houses 
have decorative terracotta panels. Even the half-diamond section wall 
copings are ceramic, and some of the walls most unusually consist of non-
standard size bricks. They are presumably the products of the neighbouring 
Firth Carr brickworks, active around 1857-1874. The Midland Railway 
Company certainly constructed forty terraced houses at Midland Terrace, 
Canal Road for its workforce. The polychrome brick terraces are roofed 
with Welsh slate placing them around the 1850s or later, and the brick 
laying displays strict English bond pattern, with alternate courses of'headers' 
and 'stretchers'. 

An example of a Hoffman continuous kiln of is to be found between 
Langcliffe and Stainforth in North Yorkshire. This huge construction, which 
amply repays a visit, is one of the largest and best preserved in England. It 
was used in the production of quick-lime, but generally continuous kilns 
were used for the firing of bricks. The late 191 century works of Julius 
Whitehead at Clayton were primarily concerned with the manufacture of 
glazed fire-clay products, but a range of ceramics can be seen built into the 
famous chimney and cottages, or littered on accessible ground. A small area 
of brick paving marks the Wrose Hill brickworks half-way up Carr Lane, 
Shipley. The old brickworks of Rushforth, Adwalton have been much 
modified since their purchase by a hotel and restaurant chain, but it is now 
an appropriate place to toast the memory of a once distinguished local 
industry. 
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Attached are tables of Bradford, and imported, brick-makers and their 
marks. These tables are inevitably greatly simplified. The dates given can 
only be approximations. Smaller makers are omitted, as are those known 
by name but about whom I have no further information. Many works would 
have had multiple owners over the years. Many machine pressed bricks are 
unmarked, and I would not be at all surprised if there are still marked bricks 
of which I have yet to see examples. Allotment holders, please see what you 
can find! 
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THE MANOR HOUSE POTTERY AT ECCLESHILL 

By Frank Dickinson 

In 1837 or thereabouts, Jeremiah Rawson, Lord of the Manor of Eccleshill, 
established the Manor House Pottery on waste land at the north-western 
edge of Eccleshill Moor, and adjacent to the hamlet of Bolton. There are 
unsubstantiated references in Graham Wilkinson's excellent book A History 
of Local Potteries published in 1981 by Bradford Art Galleries and Museums 
that point to the existence of a pottery on the site as early as 1813, and 
Robert Allen, in his 1927 History of Bolton in Bradford-Dale, states 
categorically that Jeremiah Rawson founded the Manor House Pottery in 
1813, though neither author produced contemporary documentary evidence 
that this was so. 

To accelerate the new project, Mr Rawson brought in potters, glaziers 
and throwers from the Staffordshire clay-fields along with their wheels, 
moulds and specialist tools. The Staffordshire men influenced design and 
method, and the glazed stoneware produced at Eccleshill does resemble the 
best of the Staffordshire work. Local men under some sort of tuition would 
be influenced by new formulas and ideas, though in the early days in 
particular, most would work as labourers and clay-diggers. 

Rawson's project proved successful though within a few years the pottery 
came under the control of a Mr William Woodhead, a forward-looking mining 
engineer and commercial chemist who acquired the valuable mineral rights 
below the ground. Local historian William Cudworth wrote in 1876 that: 

The potteries were the first to break into the common land, or 
rough moorland that covered the whole area. Excellent beds of clay 
were discovered by Mr Woodhead, who, to his advantage had 
achieved considerable repute as a geologist and mining engineer. 
Woodhead was also a man of considerable and varied practical 
knowledge. His apparatus, developed for the manufacture of 
pyroligneus arid afforded a notable illustration for the possibility of 
turning all manner of waste substances to some useful purpose. 

Under the new ownership output increased and the pottery proved to 
be a commercial success. Items of exceptional design and quality were 
produced and compared favourably with the celebrated Nottingham and 
Brampton products with which they were frequently classified, as no 
identifying mark was used at Eccleshill. Until 1867 the Manor House Pottery 
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Figure 1. John Willie Overend of Overend 
Press examines a 'Puzzle Jug'from the 
Manor House Pottery. (Courtesy of the 

produced some excellent brown 
salt-glazed stoneware that 
included a great variety of 
household utensils including 
fancy pots for garden and 
domestic use, jugs and engraved 
teapots. The gems of the output, 
though, were the ornaments 
intended for household decoration 
such as garden statuary, puzzle 
jugs (Figure 1), kettles, tobacco jars, 
candlesticks, money-boxes and 
roulette water-vessels. A statuette 
of Lord Wellington, victor of 
Waterloo, was long displayed 
behind The Wellington Hotel 
situated at the Undercliffe end of 
Pottery Lane (Figure 2). Other 
classical figures such as Horatio 
Nelson, Lord Byron and Sir Walter 
Scott were manufactured at the 

Overend Press) pottery, along with moustache-

cups, frog-pots, and chamber pots to go under the bed. A good collection of 
these can be seen at Keighley's Cliffe Castle Museum. 

Regular customers were the gypsies who came from far afield to purchase 
and later hawk and peddle the wares produced at Eccleshill. It is recorded 
that large gatherings of Romanies and other itinerants camped on the nearby 
moor in anticipation of a completed firing and an on-the-spot barter and 
sale. Once purchased, the products would be transported by pack-horse, 
horse-drawn cart or on foot throughout the surrounding areas and well 
into the northern Dales, to be offered for sale in villages and at remote farms. 
A useful and profitable by-product discovered in the quarrying process 

was 'white stone' or scouring stone. Quantities of this clay in its basic crude 
format were used in the manufacture of the ubiquitous scouring stone known 
locally as 'donkey stone'. Mostly white, as suggested by the name, some of 
the quarried clay was of a yellowish colour and hence appeared the popular 
variety beloved of house-proud wives desirous of highlighting their 
windowsills and doorsteps. A more reliable 'yellow' source was later 
quarried at Ellison's Brick and Tile Works, located near to Averingcliffe on 
the Harrogate Road within the boundaries of the old Eccleshill Park. This 
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company became a trade 
competitor of the Manor House 
Company. 

Trade declined though and in 
1867 the pottery confined its 
output to chimney-pots, drain 
and sewer pipes, and building 
bricks. A contemporary observer, 
W H Meggs, Director of The 
Bradford School of Arts and 
Crafts, when asked to comment on 
the reason for the Manor Pottery's 
decline replied, "I think much of it 
is due to lack of enterprise in 
design." Local man, Mr Oxley 
Graham, expressed the opinion 
that the Eccleshill trade was killed 
off by reason of the markets being 3 I 
supplied by better and cheaper V '°'T - 

ware from the Staffordshire and   
Midland potteries. Figure 2. Statue of the Duke of Wellington 

When the pottery was turned behind the Wellington Hotel, Leeds Road, 
over to brick and chimney-pot Eccleshill (Courtesy of the Overend Press) 
manufacture, the production of 
scouring stone was gradually discontinued, particularly when it was found 
that the crude clay used for the white stone could be more profitably 
incorporated into the manufacture of fire-back bricks. This innovation proved 
to be the end of the scouring stone trade at Manor House, though production 
continued at other potteries in the Bradford area. 

Although the title 'Manor House Pottery' continued after 1867, the 
premises became better known as the Eccleshill brick works. Much of the 
raw material was obtained from an adjacent quarry where Cudworth noted 
in detail the disposition of the strata. He described levels of formation that 
began under the surface with blue shale at a depth of fifteen yards. This 
shale - a type of stratified stone - was essential in the manufacture of bricks 
that would be strong enough to stand up to the extremes of winter weather. 
A seam of coal less than three feet thick was discovered beneath the blue 
shale. This coal seam 'sat' on a level of 'fire-clay', a natural material used in 
the manufacture of coke-ovens. Beneath this stratum lay a type of fire-clay 
ideal for puddling furnaces, flue-linings and fire-bricks. 
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A light tramway was used to 
transport the quarried material 
from the floor of the quarry. To 
contain the aggregate, baskets 
(called 'coves' by Cudworth) were 
used. An automatic process via a 
grinding pan ensured that the raw 
clay was placed into small buckets. 
These, in turn, were tipped into a 
'pug-mill' ('pug' being a word to 
describe a mixture of clay or any 
other material to be moulded). 
Tempered here by water the 
material passed into a moulding 
machine out of which emerged 
new bricks at the rate of thirty a 
minute. These were then 
deposited in pairs onto a moving 
belt that directed them into a 
Hoffman's Kiln where they were 
fired by a continuing process. We 
are indebted to Cudworth for his detailed description of the making of new 
bricks which he witnessed, and share his surprise and admiration at the 
automation used to ensure that during the whole process, from the baskets 
to the emergence of a perfect brick, nothing was touched by hand. 
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Figure 3. Map of Eccieshill and the Manor 
House Pottery, c. 1852. (Courtesy 

Ordnance Survey and Bradford Libraries) 

The Enclosure of Eccieshill Moor 
The Enclosure Acts of 1848 heralded the taming and urbanisation of 

Eccleshill's wild moorlands. (Figures 3 and 4) As land was parcelled up and 
sold to speculative builders, buildings started to appear. The landed gentry 
doubtless made fortunes from the sale of their extensive estates. As 
development of the Moor expanded, a hiatus in the profitable affairs of the 
Manor House Pottery seemed inevitable, but for a time trade ticked over as 
production of bricks, house-tiles and chimney pots increased at the expense 
of white stone and allied domestic requirements. The population census of 
1881 tells us that William Marshall, son-in-law to William Woodhead, was 
in charge of the Pottery. Soon, though, even the manufacture of the humble 
brick was phased out until the pottery on the moor was no more; maybe the 
pottery could not compete with other local brickworks. Had the pottery 
struggled on until the 1920s, then a profitable revival, commensurate with 
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Figure 4. Map showing site of Manor House Pottery, 1906. (Courtesy Ordnance 
Survey and Bradford Libraries) 
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Figure 5. Brickfrom Eccieshill's Manor House Pottery. (Courtesy Frank Dickinson) 

the red rash of post-war housing development that spread across outer 
Bradford at a rapid rate, may well have occurred. 

Little is left in situ to remind us of the intense activity that once took 
place at the edge of Eccleshill Moor. An area of ghostly land opposite the 
pottery offices survived until the 1960s when the new library was built. A 
row of red-bricked houses known as Terra-Cotta Row still stands in nearby 
Undercliffe Road. About this area can be found the occasional brick marked 
'ECCLESHILL'; indeed, the whole row was built with bricks from the Manor 
House Pottery. The area behind the Victoria Hotel at the top of Eccleshill 
Bank was also a source of ECCLESHILL- inscribed bricks. This was once the 
site of Bank Top Farm and the derelict stables there were built with Manor 
House bricks. One such proudly inscribed brick lives in peaceful retirement 
in the author's garden shed - a fragile survivor from an age of progress and 
destruction (Figure 5). The JCBs moved into Bank Top during 2007 and the 
old stables were replaced by new houses. 
A variety of marks identify bricks manufactured at the Manor House 

Pottery: 

W.WOODHEAD/ECCLESHILLPOTFERIES 
w.w 

MANOR POYI'ERIES 
ECCLESI-IILL 

ECCLESHILLPOTITERJES 
W. MARSHALL/ECCLESHILL 
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Other marks perhaps await discovery, for succeeding managers or 
owners would no doubt have inscribed bricks with their own mark. 

Another reminder for those old enough to remember is the local name of 
the old way to Fagley. Now marked on maps and in street directories as 
Leeds Road, its old name is Pottery Lane and is shown as such in 19th and 
early 20th century street directories. Today, just one old red-bricked building 
survives among the modern housing. The Manor House Inn on 'Pottery 
Lane' is also a reminder of an activity now forgotten. 

Fact and Fiction 
Speculation and conjecture usually accompanies the reasons for the 

decline of the first Eccleshill pottery and the subsequent change to the 
production of bricks, drain-pipes and chimney-pots. The dates of retirement 
or demise of the owners or managers often vary depending on which writer 
or directory is consulted. There appears to be much variance in the findings 
following the final closure - and we may surmise that perhaps a 'little fine 
pottery was manufactured for special customers or friends after the 1867 
changeover. 

Similar retrospective conjecture has long existed among local journalists 
and local historians who seek to Sort Out the legends and tales from the past 
and prove an exactness of fact that would stand up to sensible analysis and 
criticism. Whatever the case, a piece of Eccleshill salt-glazed or earthenware 
pottery is a find not to be rejected. There must be many such pieces waiting 
to be identified. Some years ago a member of the Eccleshill Local History 
Group spotted an obvious Eccleshill jug lying at the top of a dustbin awaiting 
collection. He quickly secured it! 

An unnamed contributor writing in the Telegraph & Argus of 3rd 
February 1938 was very sceptical about the ability of local men working as 
craftsmen and wrote that local 'Eccleshillites' were only interested in textile 
work and 'had no fascination for pottery'. An interesting fact aired by this 
unknown writer refers to a speciality water filter produced at Eccleshill. 
This filter was cream-coloured and found profitable sale along the Old Kent 
Road street markets in London, due, apparently, to the marketing efforts of 
an Eccleshill-born man who lived there. The T & A correspondent offered no 
more details of this enterprising ex-Eccleshillite. 

The success of the ceramic-based filter was due to the installation of a 
unique sponge fitted to the filter mechanism through which passed a flow of 
water. The system was considered highly hygienic, 'especially when one 
considers that at one time much of the drinking water in Eccleshill depended 
on local wells', as the T & A contributor emphasised. The unknown writer 

-85-



ends his article by suggesting that the failure of the pottery at Eccleshill was 
due to the departure of the Staffordshire potters. Some of his other opinions, 
and comments on management and production, are interesting and worth 
further research. 

Pot Hawkers, Dealers and Others in the Trade 
In an effort to better understand the rise and fall of the Manor House 

Pottery, let us start with the Rushton family. At the time of the 1851 census 
the only person recorded as selling pottery door-to-door in Eccleshill is 
thirty-two year old Christopher Rushton, while his thirty year old brother, 
George, is the only Pot Dealer in Eccleshill. George was living with his parents 
at Holy Acres, Moor End. Although both Christopher and George were 
Eccleshill-born, their clothier father John came from Queensbury and 
married Elizabeth Hainsworth of Horsforth at Leeds in 1809. With their 
first child, Abraham, baptised at Kirkstall, the family are found at Moorside, 
Eccleshill, in 1841. Although Christopher, like his older brother Abraham, 
are then working in the woollen industry, younger brother George is already 
a potter working at the nearby Manor House Pottery. 

In the Eccleshill and Bolton sections of the 1837 White's Commercial 
Directory, only the firm of Woodhead, Davison and Cooper at Eccleshill 
Moorside is listed as manufacturers of stone bottles, firebricks, etc. In the 
1841 census, William Woodhead is recorded as a Coal and Pottery merchant, 
but not as a manufacturer, indeed, according to Hammond's History of 
Eccleshill, his notes of the 1841 census for Eccleshill show only two references 
to residents working as a potter, thrower, glazier, brick manufacturer or 
similar occupation. However, Hammond's records appear to refer only to 
heads of household, whereas a search of the complete census reveals that 
there were six other Eccleshill residents within households employed as 
potters as is the case for the Rushton family living at Moorside in 1841. A 
further eight pottery workers and a pot hawker are recorded in the 1841 
Bolton census. Of these seventeen pottery workers, eight of the Eccleshill 
and six of the Bolton workers were bom outside Yorkshire. 

In Graham Wilkinson's A History of Local Potteries we read that 'William 
Woodhead acquired the site and the mineral rights "Under the Ground 
Enclosed". Eccleshill Moor, on which the pottery stood, was enclosed in 1848.' 
These rights would avoid the need to pay a fee to the landowner for the 
amount of coal, clay or stone extracted. Cudworth, in his book Round About 
Bradford, refers to the gathering on the moor of groups of gypsies waiting to 
re-stock their supplies, and A History of Local Potteries lists items known to 
have been made at the Manor Pottery as earthenwarejam jars, bread crocks, 
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pudding basins, jelly moulds, mixing bowls, jugs, teapots, pint pots and 
mugs, and a few items of a more decorative nature such as tobacco jars, 
money boxes, candle-sticks and painted ornaments for the mantelpiece. 

In an attempt to discover if any of the craftsmen at the Manor Pottery 
were incomers, a careful search of the 1851 census for the townships of 
Eccleshill, Idle and Bolton for throwers, moulders or pottery workers 
produced only one: Fagley-born, twelve year old Joseph Yewdall living in 
Lambert Terrace, Bolton, who is recorded as a 'Labourer at Pottery'. This 
reduction in pottery workers from seventeen in 1841 to one in 1851, suggests 
a change in output from the Manor House Pottery. Indeed, the 1851 census 
shows that William Woodhead, resident at the Pottery is described as 'Coal 
and Brick Merchant' and his twenty-one year old son as 'Manager'. However, 
the search for pottery workers in the 1851 census also disclosed a small 
number of brick workers: three living in Bolton Outlanes and Myers Lane, 
and one resident at the Pottery Works in Eccleshill. Only one of these was 
born outside the Bradford area, in Brampton, Derbyshire. 

One result of this possible change in pottery production would be the 
laying off of the incoming craftsmen encountered in the 1841 census. Whether 
they returned to their roots to seek employment in a trade in which they 
had experience, or stayed in Eccleshill and Bolton and accepted whatever 
employment opportunity arose, is partly answered by a search of the 
Eccleshill and Bolton 1851 and later censuses. Of the ten young pottery 
workers, those recorded as thirty years of age or under in the 1841 census, 
six did not appear in the later Yorkshire censuses searched. The remaining 
four appeared in the 1881 census for Yorkshire. One, born in Chesterfield, 
became a china dealer in Dewsbury; another, born in Newbold in Derbyshire, 
remained in Eccleshill as a labourer. Of the remaining two, both born in 
Staffordshire, one became a grocer in Leeds and the other a tailor in Doncaster. 
None of the four over-thirty years old workers recorded in the Eccleshill 
and Bolton 1841 census appeared in the later local censuses searched. Two 
pottery workers, twelve and fifteen years old, born locally who appeared in 
the 1841 census, are recorded in the 1851 census as stone mason and reed 
maker respectively. This is at odds with the Eccleshill section of White's 
Commercial Directory of 1853 which refers to 'Woodhead, Wm. coal owner, 
manufacturing chemist and stoneware, stone bottle & firebrick 
manufacturer, Manor Pottery', although this may be an unchecked entry 
from an earlier directory. 

That George Rushton changed his occupation from potter to pottery 
dealer sometime between 1841 and 1851, and that the search of the 1851 
census for pottery workers in the neighbourhood of the Manor House Pottery 

-87-



o 

resulted in a sole 'labourer at pottery', may be indicative of a change in the 
method of production from hand-throwing to the use of moulds. Even so, a 
large variety of moulds would be required for a teenage pottery labourer to 
be able to produce the wide range of goods singlehanded in order to meets 
the needs of both gypsy hawkers and the Rushton brothers to earn a living 
selling and dealing in pottery. 

It has already been established that William Woodhead and his family 
were resident at Manor House Pottery in 1851, and for this reason alone he 
would be included in the Eccleshill section of White's Directory, however, 
although the 1853 directory also lists business interests it does not necessarily 
follow that all these interests were conducted at Eccleshill. An entry in the 
Bradford section of White's 1853 Directory includes, under the heading of 
'Brickmakers', 'Woodhead, Wm. (Firebricks), Thornton Road; h. Eccleshill'. 
The single letter 'h' referring to his home confirms that both businesses refer 
to the one person and that he has a firebrick works in Thornton Road. He is 
likely, therefore, to have employed brickmakers living in that area rather 
than those living in Bolton Outlanes and Myers Lane. 

As production began to change at the Manor Pottery, Christopher 
Rushton and his brother George may have started to buy-in pottery from 
outside Eccleshill and so have the monopoly of pot selling in Eccleshill in the 
late 1850s. The 1861 census records Christopher as a Pot Hawker, and likewise 
his brother George. Jones' Commercial Directory of 1863 lists Enoch Varey, 
Earthenware Dealer of Undercliffe, and Edward Watson, Earthenware Dealer 
of Apperley Bridge, who would doubtless be in competition with the pot-
selling Rushton brothers, and almost on the Rushtons' doorstep was William 
Booth of Town Lane, Coal and Earthenware Dealer. However, the Rushton 
stock-in-trade pottery has expended as evidenced by the directory entry: 
Christopher Rushton, Glass, China and Earthenware Dealer, 19 Town Lane. 
A History of Local Potteries states that 'Woodhead continued to make 

high quality salt-glazed stonewares until 1867 when the pottery closed and 
the business was turned over to brick and chimney-pot manufacture.' This 
is not confirmed by an entry in the 1863 Jones' Directory where William 
Woodhead is described as 'Coal Proprietor and common Brick Manufacturer 
at Manor Potteries and at Calverley, Wakefield and Bradford'. This 1863 
directory entry makes no mention of pottery or salt-glazed ware, and 
predates by four years the change in production referred to in A History of 
Local Potteries. In fact, William Woodhead, himself, could not continue to 
produce earthenware or house bricks until 1867 since the 1861 census shows 
that the Manor House Pottery was now being run by his fifty-five year old 
widow, Hannah Woodhead! Hannah is recorded as being 'Firebrick Works 
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Figure 6. Manor House Potteries, Leeds Road, Eccleshill, c. 1920. (Courtesy of the 
Overend Press) 

and Coal Proprietor' employing 40 men and 20 boys. This figure would 
include those employed by her at Calverley, Wakefield and the Thornton 
Road firebrick works, as well as the Manor House Pottery. 

The Eccleshill and Bolton census for 1861 reveals a possible labour force 
of twenty-one workers who may have been employed at the Manor House 
Pottery: 

Three brickyard labourers including one boy 
One ten-year-old brick carrier 
Eleven brick makers including two boys 
One labourer at pottery 
Two potters and one pottery boy 
One sanitary pipe maker 
One earthenware burner 
These occupations suggest that brick manufacture was the major 

industry although some pottery was produced. Except for a seventy-six 
year old potter living in Apperley Road, all the others lived close to the 
pottery: Moorside, Terra Cotta Row, Myers Lane, Maltkiln Row, Bolton 
Junction or Outlanes and Stoney Lane. Fifteen of the employees were born 
within a ten-mile radius of Eccleshill. The remainder are from Cheshire, 
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Figure 7. Felling the Pottery Chimney ofManor House Pottery, November 12th 
1921. (Courtesy of the Overend Press) 

Derbyshire, Westmoreland and Worcestershire. 
The Woodhead/Marshall family were still involved in the Manor House 

Pottery as late as 1891 for we find living at the pottery fifty-one year old 
brick manufacturer, William Marshall (son-in-law of William Woodhead), 
his wife and son; and in a separate household, 83-year old widow Hannah 
Woodhead and two daughters aged 47 and 45. In the Pottery Yard Cottage 
lived 'Clay Quarryman' William Thompson, his wife, baby, brother-in-law 
(no occupation shown) and his nephew. Thompson Hutchinson, a thirteen-
year-old 'Brick Yard Labourer (Half Time)'. 

The change in the business from pottery to brick manufacture may have 
been the result of William Woodhead's widow becoming proprietor, at least 
from the spring of 1861. The increase in the manufacture of house-bricks, by 
then a well-mechanised process, coincided with Bradford's expanding town 
drainage scheme and house building. The 1900 Post Office Directory lists 
The Manor House Pottery but does not identify any owner or manager. 
White's Commercial Directory for 1912 lists a 'Brickworks' existing at Manor 
House Pottery with one Joseph Illingworth as manager. In 1917 the pottery 
still existed and was still managed by Joseph Illingworth. (Figure 6) 
Thereafter details are vague. We do know that sometime between 1917 and 
1921 the Manor House Pottery finally closed down. Perhaps the 1914-18 
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war had some bearing on the demise of a company that had shown gradual 
decline during the pre-war years, but lacking relevant facts we cannot be 
certain. One thing is certain, however, and that is that on the 12th November 
1921, the pottery chimney at Eccleshill was felled (Figure 7). The following 
year local trade directories noted that only six active brickworks or potteries 
remained in the Bradford area. 
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LUND HUMPHRIES: BRADFORD'S PREMIER PRINTER 

By Graham Hall 

The printing industry has been massively important to the city of 
Bradford for well over a hundred and fifty years, and despite a diminishing 
number of companies involved in the work, the area continues to employ a 
substantial amount of people within the industry. To single out a local 
company which has been at the centre of the industry, both locally and 
nationally, with a world-wide reputation, we merely have to turn to Lund 
Humphries. 

Lund Humphries became leaders in many aspects of printing - pioneers 
in fact - and were certainly looked upon by their peers as one of a handful of 
companies nationally who were at the very peak of high quality printing, 
being innovators setting standards recognised throughout the world. Their 
reputation became second to none, and the firm eventually employed over 
four hundred people. 

The firm had humble beginnings in the Victorian age, but as our story 
proceeds we soon begin to realise how rapidly they began to dominate 
many aspect of both the printing and publishing industries. With hindsight 
it is easy to criticise their sad demise, with Bradford being the poorer in 
more ways than just an increase in unemployment figures. However, we 
hope the following is not an epitaph but praise of a company we should not 
forget. I must emphasise that the story is not complete as research is a 
continuing task. There are certainly missing pieces of the historic jigsaw 
which eventually I hope to fill in, but thankfully we have made discoveries 
which have added considerably to our story, especially in relation to people 
who worked for Lund Humphries and eventually gained national 
recognition. 

Printing came late to Bradford in comparison to other towns and cities, 
arriving here about 1785. York had printed its first book as far back as 1509, 
Leeds in 1710 and Halifax in 1760. The printing trade in Bradford had 
relatively slow beginnings as by 1800 there were only two companies 
engaged in such work, these being the Nicholsons in Kirkgate— formed from 
a partnership of John Nicholson and his two sons Samuel and George - and 
Richard Sedgwick in Westgate, who was both a printer and bookseller. 
Nevertheless printing prospered in Bradford as the rapid growth of the 
textile industry took hold so that by the latter part of the Victorian age it 
ranked high amongst the most important industries in the area. 
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Turning to the founders of Lund Humphries, little is known about the 
early life of Mr Lund. Percy Lund was born in Bradford on the 31 December 
1864, and although there is evidence that his parents moved to Ilkley 
sometime during the late nineteenth century, Percy returned to Bradford 
during his early business career, since by 1901 he and his wife Annie were 
living at 43 Athol Road, Oak Lane. No evidence seems to exist as to Percy's 
assumed apprenticeship within the printing trade but he must have had 
such a period of training. He certainly became deeply involved in the subject 
of photography which was to play an important part in the foundation of 
the company. 

Fortunately the early background of the other founding father, Edward 
Walter Humphries, is better known but exactly how the two first came in 
contact remains a mystery. Coincidentally, he also was born in 1864, but in 
Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire. He was one of seven children of Jacob and Sarah 
Humphries, Sarah being Jacob's third wife. Jacob Humphries was a cheese 
factor who died at that young age of 46 in 1868, when Edward was three 
years old. The Bradford connection came early in Edward's life as by 1871 
when he was only six, two of his sisters, Selina and Anne, attended Masham 
House School for Young Ladies in Bradford, which was run by Annie E. 
Wainwright, the elder sister of his mother Sarah. 

By 1881 Edward's mother had moved to Lakenham on the southern edge 
of Norwich and seemed to be living off the interest of money left to her by 
Jacob. She had moved there with Edward to live with her mother Ann. 
Young Edward was only sixteen but he was already gaining business 
experience, being described as a bookseller and stationer. At the age of 23 he 
married Nottingham-born Elizabeth Beresford in Norwich sometime 
around the middle of 1888 and lived in Southtown, a suburb of Great 
Yarmouth. Here Edward became a manager for the famous Norwich printers 
Jarrold & Son, who had premises in King Street, Great Yarmouth. 

Sometime between 1891 and 1895, Edward, his wife and daughter Ruth, 
moved north to Bradford and though there is only circumstantial evidence 
it is almost certain that by that time he had gained extensive experience in 
both the printing and book trade. They lived at 9, Devonshire Terrace, which 
was within a stone's throw of the Athol Road home of his future partner 
Percy Lund. 

The Company 
The story so far brings us almost to the point when Percy Lund and 

Edward Walter Humphries joined forces, as it were, but we are slightly 
ahead of ourselves so far as the history of the company goes. A little over ten 
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Figure 1. The two founders and an image of early transport used by thefirm circa 
1907. 

years before their meeting we have its humble beginnings. (Figure 1) 
The firm was founded by Percy Lund, who either individually or with 

his father, a bookseller, purchased from Charles Denton, a Bradford printer, 
the Ilkley Free Press. The first indication of this was a change of the imprint 
of the newspaper dated the 16 August 1884, to 'Percy Lund, Eldermere'. This 
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was the home in Ilkley of Percy and his father. He bought the Ilkley business 
of Mr Denton and with it the newspaper. 

With the newspaper there would be a jobbing printing office and when, 
with the first issue of 1887, the Free Press was sold to William Walker & 
Sons of Otley, the jobbing business was still retained by Percy Lund. He 
transferred this to Bradford during 1887 and established Percy Lund & Co., 
The Country Press, at 20 St John's Street, close to the old Prince's Theatre. By 
this early date he was already employing around forty people, nearly half of 
who were women. They had their own bookbinding department and gold 
blocking room. 1887 also saw the firm being awarded a silver medal at the 
Royal Yorkshire Jubilee Exhibition, and they began to print and publish 
Photographer's World, classed as the only trade journal for photographers, 
of which 5, 000 copies were being distributed monthly. Then on the 8 May 
1895, it became Percy Lund & Co. Ltd., with Edward Walter Humphries 
joining the company initially, it seems, as a partner. He, along with Percy 
Lund and five others, held one share each in the business. In total there were 
three members of the Lund family involved with this arrangement. 

At this time Percy Lund is listed as a printer, publisher, stationer, 
lithographer, photographic material manufacturer, merchant and magazine 
proprietor. Strangely the company had two 'official' addresses listed at this 
time: 5 Godwin Street, Bradford and The Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, 
London. The latter being the first mention of a London base. This may have 
been because one of the seven people involved with the company lived in 
nearby Guildford but this is only a supposition. They also had a London 
receiving, forwarding and sample room at 21 Imperial Buildings, Ludgate 
Circus, E.C. 

The first meeting of Directors took place at the offices of Charles Lund, a 
partner in accountants Lund, Mitchell & Naylor of Market Street, Bradford 
on 20 May 1895, those present being Charles Lund, Percy Lund, Edward 
Walter Humphries and Percy Metcalfe. Perry Lund was appointed Chairman 
and Edward Walter Humphries took on the role of Secretary. Both gentlemen 
were appointed Managing Directors at a salary of £25 per month. 

In 1896 the firm transferred to the premises at 5 Godwin Street and on 20 
May of that year a London office was acquired at Amen Corner. Up to this 
point a good deal of the printing and publishing carried on by Percy Lund & 
Co. was in connection with the photographic industry, Mr Lund being an 
enthusiastic photographer. In addition to publishing many magazines and 
annuals, photographic equipment and materials were dealt in, including 
'props' for studios, such as: 'The Baronial Set - a complete and wonderfully 
useful set of eleven pieces, comprising a flight of steps, two pedestals with 
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removable ball tops, balustrade and sloping wall, price 84/-'. They produced 
standard posters 40'x 25' on which they would individually print 
photographer's names and addresses, with fifty costing 12/6 and a thousand 
110/-. Their comment in trying to promote these posters was that a bill 
poster should not charge more than one penny for posting each sheet based 
on 60,000 to 100,000! 

Printing for the photographic trade did not end there. When cartes-de-
visite and cabinet photo images became popular in the latter years of the 
nineteenth century, the company began producing special tissue covers 
which were attached to the back of the photographs and folded over to 
protect the image. Percy Lund & Co. Ltd. produced vast amounts of these 
tissues which were sold to individual photographers. Each generally had a 
Grecian design of a temple or flowers printed on them, but because they 
were rather delicate, many have been destroyed over the years. 

Finally on the 4 August 1896, the company name changed to 'Perry 
Lund, Humphries & Co. Ltd.' and the involvement of Edward Walter 
Humphries brought along the printing and publishing of what became an 
internationally renowned book called The Penrose Annual, which first 
appeared in 1895. The book rapidly became the 'bible' for anyone within the 
printing, graphic design and paper industries, with articles and illustrations 
promoting the development and finer qualities of work being carried out 
throughout the world. Production of The Penrose Annual soon put the 
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Figure 2. The composing room at the Country Press in Priestman Street shown in 
1907. It depicts typesetters working from trays or 'cases'picking individual lead 
type - hence 'upper case' and 'lower case'. (Courtesy West Yorkshire Archives) 



company at the head of fine quality printing and amazingly the book was 
still being produced by the firm almost up until its demise in 1994. 

On 1st September 1906, the firm transferred to Priestman Street, 
Bradford, where a textile mill was leased, initially for what appears to be a 
five year period. The owners were a Mrs Mary Alice Ellison of Baildon, Mary 
Elizabeth Muller, Momington Villas, Manningham and Fred Holmes of 
Batley House, Baildon, who was a tanner and currier. The lease, renewed in 
1911, ran out in 1921 and the building was finally purchased in September 
of that year. (Figure 2) 

Early works 
The nature of the business then tended to grow away from printing and 

publishing for the photographic industry into a wider field of letterpress 
printing, covering trade catalogues, manuals and books. The installation of 
one of the first monotype machines in 1904 helped the firm to cope with the 
composition contained in the larger books printed and published by the 
company. They had also developed a large bookbinding department by this 
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Figure 3. One of the earliest known postcards produced by thefirm. It was posted to 
Vienna in June 1898. 
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Figure 4. A postcard ofBridlington by Views Ltd of Bradford, almost certainly a 
subsidiary of Lund Humphreys. The cards dates from around 1900. 

time and in addition they produced books dealing with company and family 
histories. About the time that the firm began producing The Penrose Annual 
in 1895, they also became local pioneers in the production of picture 
postcards, which was then a rapidly growing industry. (Figures 3) A number 
of fascinating cards exist, depicting scenes in Bradford which are known to 
have been produced by the company prior to 1898, and these now rank as 
being amongst the earliest picture postcards of the city to have been 
produced. It is possible that the company was involved in setting up a 
separate business in November of 1898, purely for the production of picture 
postcards under the company name of Views Ltd. who had offices in 
Piccadilly, Bradford. This appears to have been a short-lived concern, 
although they issued some fine picture postcards in full colour of several 
Yorkshire locations around the turn of the century. (Figure 4) 

On the 25 May 1908, Edward Walter Humphries was elected sole 
Managing Director whilst Percy Lund remained a Director. It seems that the 
former was perhaps the main driving force behind the development of the 
company. He eventually became chairman on the 12 May 1930, retiring in 
that role on the 29 June 1945. 
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Some Famous Employees 
During the era of the late 1890s and the end of the First World War, the 

company rapidly gained a reputation not only for the quality of its printing 
but also for the people it employed, especially in the art department. Enter 
Alfred Ernest Walter George Aris, to give him his full name, but better known 
as simply Ernest Aris. He was born in Islington, London, on the 22 April 
1882, to parents Alfred Henry Aris, a lithographic artist, and Emily Juliet 
Aria. His parents moved to Bradford where Ernest attended the Technical 
College and School of Art, earning his diploma in 1900. During his time in 
Bradford, he produced art work for Percy Lund, Humphries & Co. Ltd. which 
ranged from magazine illustrations to picture postcards, all of which were 
cartoons similar in style to his contemporary, Tom Browne. It is possible 
that his father moved to Bradford to work for the company. Ernest moved 
back to London and studied further at the Royal College of Art. He eventually 
became an eminent portrait artist and moved onto both illustrating and 
writing children's books. He died in April 1963. 

Another employee of the company, who eventually gained national 
prominence, this time as a railway poster artist, was Frank Parkinson 
Newbould. Frank was born in Bradford on 24 September 1887 and in his 
teens lived with his parents in Lumb Lane and later, Southfield Square. He 
worked for Percy Lund, Humphries and Co. Ltd. prior to the First World 
War, and after studying at Bradford College, eventually became head of the 
company's art department. Possibly sometime towards the end of the war, 
or the very early 1920s, he moved to London where he undertook further 
study at South Kensington. His prolific poster work was commissioned by 
LNER, GWR and Belgian Railways amongst others. In 1942 he joined the 
War Office as an official war artist, producing an extensive number of posters 
over a two-year period. Amongst his commissions after the war were posters 
for the London Underground. He died aged 64 on Christmas Eve 1951. 
A third employee of note must also be mentioned, but we only have 

fragmented information about his life. This was William Frederick Briggs. 
He was Bradford born and so far as is known the whole of his working 
career was spent with Percy Lund, Humphries Co. Ltd. Around 1911, he 
studied at Bradford College of Art under John R. Trout, a local artist, and 
was a good friend of Frank Newbould. There is evidence they kept in touch 
up to Newbould's death in 1951. It seems that William Briggs succeeded 
Frank Newbould as head of the company's art department and remained in 
the post for around forty years. Although Briggs did not gain the national 
recognition of Newbould, his gifts as a graphic artist were of the highest 
quality. During his life he was a member of the Bradford Arts Club and was 
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chairman from 1949 until 1963. Although little is known about his life, 
thankfully some of his original art work and proof printings of his designs 
survive, rescued from a skip shortly after he died. 

Development 
We have already mentioned a little about the variety of printed material 

which the firm was producing in the early years of the last century, including 
prolific numbers of picture postcards. During the run of the great Bradford 
Exhibition in 1904, they were one of several local printing companies who 
produced large numbers of souvenirs, although their output was probably 
greater than many others, and included daily programmes, postcards and 
illustrated booklets. (Figure 5) This, and much of what they were involved 
with during the years prior to the First World War, had a significant influence 
on the growth of the company. 

There are some interesting turnover figures relating to the company, 
beginning in 1889 when it was £7,671. By 1900 it had grown to £13,641. 
However in 1904 it had leapt to £26,448. Although information on this period 
of the company's history is scant, we do know that in 1896 Percy Lund and 
Edward Walter Humphries were each drawing a yearly salary of £300. The 

U toIt c fltLmoIry Ñ to lb. 

Right Honourable Lord Mayor of Bradford, 1907-8. 

T 

Figure 5. Postcard produced by Percy Lund, Humphreys & Co. Ltd in the latter half 
sf1907. This is one of a series of cards produced by thefirm dealing with local 

events. Mr Fawcett was the City's second Lord Mayor. 
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Figure 6. Thefirm'sflrst motorised transport, a Ford van purchasedfor £166. 

firm suffered during the First World War, like many others, but their turnover 
continued to grow and by 1920 it was £87,164. It first touched the one 
hundred thousand pound mark in 1934 when it reached £100,008! Interesting 
turnover figures relating solely to the issue of The Penrose Annual are also 
worth noting. In 1902-1903 it was £820, rising to £2,000 in 1905-1906, but 
turnover for the annual never reached more than this for the following 28 
years. It seems sales of the annual were particularly badly hit during the 
First World War when in 1917-1918 they reached a mere £133. 

In 1912, the company purchased an Arrol-Johnston motor car which 
had both a touring car body and a van conversion body. (Figure 6) This cost 
the company a total of £295, but the following year they also purchased a 
van costing £166. In so far as investment in machinery there is evidence that 
the company purchased Wharfedale printing machines in 1903 and 1906 
and these remained in use up until the 1930s when they were eventually 
sold. 

After the First World War, a number of excellent books were printed and 
published, including a two volume set covering the history of the Sixth 
Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment, the first volume written by Captain 
E.V. Tempest and the second by Captain E.C. Gregory two years later. About 
the year 1923 the firm established an offset lithographic department, 
primarily for the reproduction of out-of-print books, using direct litho 
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machines specially converted by the inclusion of an additional cylinder to 
provide offset printing. In the late 1920s and 1930s, the firm's interests 
broadened into the field of typographic and graphic design. A feature of the 
firm's London office, which in March 1924 had transferred from Amen Corner 
to 12 Bedford Square, was the exhibitions of the work of leading designers 
and photographers. This helped spread their influence spread and did a 
good deal to raise the general standard of printing during a period when it 
is conceded it was very low. During the 1930s, colour lithography was carried 
on and continued in a limited way until the early 1950s, when the 
department was enlarged and modernised, embracing all the latest thinking 
and the firm was considered to be a dual house producing monochrome and 
colour work by both processes. 

The five year period from 1934 to 1939 saw a massive investment in 
plant. In January 1938, they purchased an American Miehle, four-roller, 
two revolution press, the basic cost of which was £1,380. This was paid for 
in four quarterly instalments, but they also purchased two more identical 
machines which were paid for in the same manner. A Victorian art auto 
platen A2 was purchased from Messrs Frank F. Pershke Ltd. of London on 17 
June 1937, at a cost of £415 12s. 6d. This was paid for over a nine month 
period and resulted in the same firm paying £6 2s 6d. interest charge! A 
further two machines of the same type were purchased at the same time. In 
January1934, the firm purchased a Heidelberg superspeed automatic platen, 
complete with motor, for £295, less five percent discount. 

Typeface stocked by the firm was staggering. Records exist covering the 
period 1894 to 1911 showing all the various font styles and how much was 
in stock, which was listed by weight. For some unknown reason vast 
amounts purchased during 1894 to 1896 were destroyed during January 
1920, which included 113 typefaces of varying qualities. The price of typeface 
in 1895 was one shilling per pound weight but this rose to one shilling and 
eight pence by 1907. Some of the quantities purchased were considerable, 
an example being Long Primer Old Style No.2 when 2,022 pounds were 
bought in July 1902 at a cost of a shilling a pound. 

Nothing is known of the work produced by the company during the 
First World War, but an interesting story came to light in recent years 
concerning a rather specialised project they were in engaged in at the 
beginning of the Second World War. It seems that a series of picture postcards 
were produced, the sale of which was intended to help a Polish relief fund 
immediately following the German invasion. Twelve cards are known to 
have been printed in a mixture of colour and black and white from a series 
of drawings by an unknown artist called Arthur Szyk. They depict Polish 
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Figure 7. One of the twelve cards produced from drawings by Arthur Szyk to help a 
Polish Relief Fund in 1939. 

soldiers in various patriotic action poses with the obvious impression that 
the invasion will be avenged. Lund Humphries produced them for the 
Minerva Publishing Co. Ltd., but the scant information which has come to 
light seems to show that the cards may never have been sold. Probably the 
worsening situation in Poland may have had an influence. Large quantities 
of the cards were stored in the cellars of James Dmmmond's Lumb Lane 
Mills, possibly with the intention of them eventually being distributed, but 
there is no evidence that the stockpile of cards could have been destroyed. 
However, two sets of the twelve known postcards exist, rescued from their 
temporary cellar storage. It is possible that others may have been produced. 
(Figure 7) Arthur Szyk was born in 1894 and died in 1951 after emigrating to 
America. 

Post-War History 
Percy Lund died on 14 February 1943, aged 78, and his funeral was held 

at Westgate Baptist Chapel three days later. Edward Walter Humphries 
retired as chairman in June 1945, and tragically committed suicide at his 
home in Ilkley at the age of 83 in 1948. We have no knowledge of what drove 
this obviously gifted man to end his life in this way. Perhaps the loss of his 
youngest son, who was killed during the First World War, may have had 
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something to do with it. Knowing that in his private life he was involved in 
a number of philanthropic activities, it seems even more of a puzzle. For 
instance he gave away a thousand books from his library to the troops 
during the Second World War. He was on the board of the Bradford Eye and 
Ear Hospital from 1910 until 1937, President of the Bradford Rotary Club for 
a number of years and a member of the Pentalpha Lodge of Freemasons. In 
business life he had served as President of the National Federation of Master 
Printers in 1920 and for seven years was Chairman of the Bradford Master 
Printers Association. 

However, the company had several family members in control, including 
Edward's son Eric Beresford Humphries, who was chairman from June 1959 
until December 1964. After the Second World War, the firm became an early 
exponent of pre-make-ready in letterpress. In lithography it was amongst 
the first companies to use the magenta contact screen, which enabled offset 
litho reproduction to match the quality of letterpress printing on coated 
papers. This advancement in litho reproduction and presentation was 
hindered by the lack of suitable coated papers to withstand the ink/water 
'pull'. Following the organisation of cooperative meetings with U.K. ink and 
paper suppliers, Lund Humphries established its own laboratory to define 
the necessary requirements for the supply of suitable materials. The company 
eventually built up a large lithographic machine room, based on Rolands, 
supported by an origination department incorporating transparency 
reproduction cameras. Platemaking was carried out by automatic processing 
and they also had Linotype-VIP film setting, making a complete lithographic 
division. 

During the 1960s and 1970s, Percy Lund, Humphries and Co. Ltd. again 
ventured into the production of picture postcards, producing extensive 
amounts for a number of stately homes and establishments such as the 
National Portrait Gallery. One major customer at this time was Paton & 
Baldwin, who were supplied with an extensive number of pattern books. 
They also produced high quality catalogues for people such as Christie's and 
Sotheby's along with company reports for many blue- chip concerns. The 
company built up an expertise in producing multilingual publications, from 
pamphlets to books, with Afrikaans, Czech, Danish Finnish, Norwegian, 
Russian, Rumanian, Malay, Hebrew and Chinese being but a few of the 
languages dealt with; they stocked over three tonnes of Chinese type in the 
composing room! 

Final Days 
By the late 1970s, the printing industry in the United Kingdom was 
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undergoing vast change, both technologically and commercially, with 
mergers and takeovers gathering pace. In March 1979, the following report 
appeared in the trade magazine Litho Printer: 

'Yorkshire Company Sign Tangent Deal'. Tangent Industries Ltd., 
the privately owned London and Manchester based printers and 
bookbinders, have taken over Percy Lund, Humphries & Co. Ltd. 
(Lund, Humphries), the long established independent Bradford firm, 
with an agreed cash offer worth £800,000. The merger followed six 
months of negotiations. Combined group turnover will amount to 
ten million pounds. Lund, Humphries becomes the largest of five 
Tangent subsidiary companies but remains autonomous. In 1978, 
Lund, Humphries sales were over three million pounds. 

The chairman of Lund, Humphries, in his statement to shareholders at 
the time of the offer, stated that the belief of the directors for the long term 
future of the company and its employees would be enhanced by the merger 
and envisaged further expansion of domestic and overseas business. Tangent 
Industries would also add strength and capacity to the business and given 
Tangent's own expertise in the printing industry and allied graphic trades, 
the group as a whole would be able to offer a comprehensive service. 

Tangent Industries was founded by the company's joint managing 
directors in 1967, achieving its growth by internal expansion and acquisition. 
Michael Green of Tangent states that one of the group's aims is to maintain 
the high standards of quality that Lund, Humphries has set in the printing 
of fine art books and in work with educational authorities and industry in 
general. Tangent Industries has maintained a management policy of having 
its companies operate autonomously, whilst ensuring that the businesses 
are in a position to ensure continued growth. 

Lund, Humphries seemed initially to benefit from this merger, although 
their apparent philosophy of concentrating on high profile customers 
eventually sounded their death knell. Their involvement with Tangent 
Industries Ltd. was far from being a success and this lasted until 1986, when 
a management buyout took place and the company purchased the well 
known Leeds printers Beck & Partridge Ltd. At this time, they began to 
venture into printing computer stationery and in 1987, Lund, Humphries 
had succeeded in establishing a long term contract with the National & 
Provincial Building Society. Three quarters of their annual print order was 
eventually carried out by Lund, Humphries, worth three million pounds 
by the early 1990s, and this amounted to twenty per cent of the company's 
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turnover. At the end of 1992 this agreement with National & Provincial was 
suddenly terminated and by this time, Lund, Humphries was in a loss 
aking situation with fierce competition. Initially this lead to 42 members of 
the 170 staff they employed being made redundant. Efforts to save the 
company seemed to be very hopeful but negotiations with a potential buyer 
eventually fell through. By the middle of 1994, the company went into 
administrative receivership and finally liquidation by the autumn of that 
year. 

Their demise was a sad event after almost 110 years of existence, during 
which they had built up unrivalled quality in the work they undertook. 
However, whilst the National & Provincial affair seemed to precipitate their 
downfall, there were other underlying reasons. Sadly, Bradford lost not 
only a major employer but an internationally renowned company. Although 
it no longer exists, Lund, Humphries is remembered by many with both 
fondness and pride. 

Notes 
The above is the result of an on-going research into the company and is 

not meant to be a definitive history. A large portion of the above information 
has been gleaned from material in the care of the West Yorkshire Archive 
Service, to whom I am grateful. The writer would welcome any further 
information which can be added, especially from past employees. I must 
also thank Dudley Chignall of Essex for supplying extensive information 
about the life of Ernest Aris, and David King of Bradford, who managed to 
discover large amounts of information about the early life of Edward Walter 
Humphries. lam also very grateful to Mr Jim Walsh of Bradford, with whom 
I had a long and fascinating conversation which resulted in the story 
concerning the Polish Relief Fund coming to light. It was through Jim that 
one of the two known sets eventually came into the care of my collection. 
Sadly our research has revealed little about Perry Lund, who was, after all, 
the founder of the company. 
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GEORGE ADOLPHUS SCHOTT: 
A BRADFORD FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY 

By James Ogden 

At the outbreak of war in 1914 there was strong anti-German feeling in 
many places. At Aberystwyth there were some ugly scenes as demagogues 
aroused a mob to demand the expulsion from the University College, and 
from the town, of two distinguished men: Hermann Ethé, the Professor of 
German, and George Adolphus Schott, the Professor of Applied Mathematics. 
Ethé, a scholar with an international reputation, said that he was, and always 
would be, a German, though the Germany he stood for was that of Goethe 
and Beethoven, not that of Bismark and the Kaiser. He was nearing retirement 
age and thought it best to leave the town immediately. The mob then turned 
its attention to Schott and assembled outside his house. He appeared at a 
window and told them firmly that he was British born, in fact a native of 
Yorkshire; he was nevertheless given twenty-four hours to leave the town. 
On the next day the mob reassembled, and Schott reappeared at the window, 
to repeat that he was a British subject. He was now accompanied by his 
friend, J.W.H.Atkins, the Professor of English. The mob's leaders confirmed 
that what he said was true, and he was given three cheers. 

Like many others, Schott's parents came to Bradford from Germany 
around the middle of the nineteenth century to work in the wool trade. 
George Adolphus was the second of three sons, born on 25 January 1868 at 
99 Little Horton Lane. By the time of the 1881 Census Gustavus Adolphus 
and Julia Schott were living at 26 Ashfield, Horton, and Gustavus was in 
business as a yam manufacturer, employing six men, twenty girls and two 
domestic servants. George Adolphus was educated privately and later at 
Bradford Grammar School. The school was then headed by William Keeling, 
under whom the boys were so well selected and educated that they won 
hundreds of scholarships to the ancient universities. Among Schott's 
contemporaries were Frank Dyson the astronomer, William Rothenstein 
the artist, Frederick William Eurich the physician, Fritz Delius the composer 
(as Frederick was then known), and the novelists William Riley and Oliver 
Onions. Throughout his life Schott remained on friendly terms with Dyson, 
who visited him in Aberystwyth in 1933. 
A scholarship took Schott to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was 

awarded firsts in both parts of the Natural Sciences tripos, 1888 and 1890, 
receiving a BA. At that time one of the college's Fellows was the theoretical 
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physicist J.J.Thompson, who inspired Schott's interest in electromagnetism. 
Schott proceeded to a BSc at London University, with firsts in Mathematics 
and Physics. In 1893 he was appointed Assistant Lecturer in the Department 
of Physics at University College, Aberystwyth. His first important paper, 
'On the Reflection and Refraction of Light', was published in the Royal 
Society's Philosophical Transactions in the following year. In 1896 Schott 
and D.E.Jones published a translation of the Miscellaneous Papers of Heinrich 
Hertz, the German physicist who had first demonstrated the existence of 
radio waves and whose name has been given to the unit of frequency. Schott 
began to concentrate on the electron theory of matter and from 1906 to 1908 
he published nine papers on this subject. From 1907 to 1908 he had leave of 
absence to work on spectroscopy with Professor Bucherer at the University 
of Bonn. Soon afterwards he was awarded a London University D.Sc for a 
thesis on the electron theory, and in 1909 won the Adams Prize at Cambridge 
for an essay on radiation from electric systems; an extended version of this 
essay was published by Cambridge University Press in 1912 with the title 
Electromagnetic Radiation. Meanwhile at Aberystwyth he was made head 
of a new Department of Applied Mathematics in 1909, and Professor of that 
subject in 1910. 

Schott's record of research and publication was extraordinary 
considering the burden of teaching he would have carried as a young lecturer 
in an understaffed department. He had two especially distinguished students, 
David Brunt and C.G.Sutton, both in due course knighted for services to 
meteorology. Brunt remembered Schott as an "excellent and inspired" 
teacher, while Sutton described him as "a methodical and painstaking 
lecturer who gave his pupils a thorough training in classical mathematical 
physics". Schott was well liked by students and colleagues generally on 
account of his contributions to college life; he read papers to its science 
societies, founded its chess club, and participated in debates, drama and 
music. He was a pianist of near professional standard, able to give illustrated 
lectures on music, to perform solos at concerts, and to form a piano duo with 
Mme. Barbier, wife of the Professor of French, to perform versions of classical 
symphonies. Later he became more involved in college administration and 
as departmental head he was obliged to attend senate and faculty meetings. 
He was rather self-effacing, but he was heard with respect, particularly on 
financial matters. As a result of one of the college's financial crises he headed 
a combined department of pure and applied maths from 1923 to 1926, when 
the two were again separated, to enable him to pursue his research. (By 
chance the head of Pure Mathematics was a fellow Yorkshireman, 
V.C.Norton.) In 1932, when the college's Principal was ill, Schott was 
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appointed Vice-Principal. That office kept him busy till December 1933, 
though he had retired as Professor at the end of the 1932-33 academic year. 

Schott's research after the publication of Electromagnetic Radiation 
proceeded against a background of radical developments in physics 
associated with H.A.Lorentz, Max Planck, Albert Einstein and Niels Bohr. 
He did not reject quantum theory or relativity, but in papers published 
mainly in the Philosophical Magazine and the Proceedings of the Royal 
Society sought to harmonise the new theories with the old. Papers on the 
Lorentz model of the electron, Bohr's hypothesis, and the electron ring theory 
of atoms preceded his election to a Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1922. In 
1925 he published 'A New Discussion of Bucherer's Experiment', essentially 
a defence of Bucherer incorporating new work by his protégé Tom Lewis, 
who eventually succeeded him as head of the department. Schott's rate of 
publication declined a little towards the end of his career but after his 
retirement he published several important papers on electromagnetism 
and quantum theory. He was still working on these subjects at the time of 
his death, and a final paper, 'A Theory of Radiation', was completed by Tom 
Lewis and published in the Royal Society's Proceedings in 1939. It had an 
introduction by E.A.Milne, a Professor of Mathematics at Oxford, who 
observed: 

This paper should be published not only as an act of piety in 
Schott's memory, but because it is done with intense care and skill 
and is throughout critical. Quantum physicists ... may despise it, but 
ultimately a rational basis must be found for what at present appears 
irrational ... . Schott's paper shows not that the classical theory cannot 
account for the radiation of atoms, but that the radiation properties 
associated with the classical theory are wrongly based. 

There is naturally an element of piety in summaries of the work of 
respected colleagues. It seems fair to say that Schott predicted what is now 
known as 'synchrotron radiation', first observed experimentally some ten 
years after his death, and later still in astrophysical magnetic fields. Hence 
his work pointed towards our present understanding of the structural basis 
of matter. 

Schott had married in 1913. Mrs Antonia Schott came from Germany, a 
circumstance not helpful when he confronted the Aberystwyth mob the 
following year. But they were happy together and a daughter, Julia Ceridwen, 
was bom in 1921. Schott believed in the doctrine of mens sana in corpora 
sano, and in later life kept himself fit by walking in the beautiful countryside 
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of mid-Wales and by playing golf with his friend Atkins. Sadly, his daughter, 
who had shown great promise, developed a severe mental illness, and Scott's 
distress may have shortened his life. He died suddenly on 15 July 1937 at the 
age of sixty-nine. Mourners at his funeral were Mrs Schott, Professor Ivor 
Evans, Norton, Atkins and many others. The Cambrian News published 
An Appreciation' by a former student, who saw him as 'a simple man, plain 
and abstemious in his tastes and habits, loyal to his friends, honest and true 
in all his ways'. 

Note on Sources 
Primary sources are the obituaries in the Cambrian News, 23 July 1937, in 

Nature, 27 November 1937 (probably by Tom Lewis), and A.W.Conway, 
'Professor G.A.Schott', Obituary Notices of Fellows of the Royal Society, vol.2 
(1936-8) pp. 4514. Conway gives a list of publications, but Cohn R. Fletcher, 
Mathematics by the Sea (Aberystwyth, 2002) remarks that Conway's obituary 
is surprisingly inaccurate and brief, and he corrects and amplifies it, especially 
in his chapter on 'Applied Mathematics, 1909-50'. I am much indebted to Dr 
Fletcher. There are further details in W.M.Jones, One Hundred Years of Physics at 
U.C.WAberystwyth (1991; unpublished; typescripts in the college' Physical 
Sciences Library and the National Library of Wales). Information on the 
Schott family in Bradford is derived mainly from census records and 
registration forms; I am much indebted to Bob Duckett for help with these. 
See also http://en.wkipedia.org/wiki/George_Adolphus_Schott 

Editorial note 
The author remarks that 'George Adolphus Schott' should have appeared 

in his essay on 'The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and Bradfordians' 
which appeared in the Bradford Antiquary 12, 2008, pp. 55-85 in the list of 
people associated with the city but unfortunately not featured in the ODNB. 
The pages of the Bradford Antiquary are open to feature any other local notables 
who people feel should be remembered for their work. 

Bob Duckett 
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COUNCILLOR JOHNSON: 

HERO OF THE ISOLATION HOSPITAL 

By Derek R. Crabtree 

We have all become accustomed to seeing hundreds of people lining the 
main street of Wootton Bassett in Wiltshire, to pay their respects to soldiers 
who had been fatally wounded in Afghanistan. Thousands of Bradford 
residents did the same in October 1893 as a tribute to Councillor John Roberts 
Johnson, who died from smallpox. 

Politicians experience unfavourable publicity, but Councillor Johnson 
was special. In an era before councillors were paid he gave his life in service 
to the community. Many regard him as the bravest councillor of all time 
and the memorial to him can still be seen in Bowling Park. Johnson was the 
Conservative member for the East Bowling Ward was held in high esteem 
before the incident which led to his untimely death at the early age of 41. He 
was a talented musician, conducted a brass band, sang in a choir and 
contributed generously to promote music at St John's Church, East Bowling. 
On the Town Council he was elected vice-chairman of the important Sanitary 
Committee which had the difficult task of controlling the spread of diseases 
such as smallpox, scarlet fever and cholera. 

Some diseases were so rife at the time that Bradford had to have four 
isolation hospitals which were administered by the Sanitary Committee. 
The Fever Hospital in Penny Oaks, off the Leeds Road, had opened in 1872 
with accommodation for 68 patients, but in the late summer of 1893 there 
was a serious outbreak of smallpox in which 995 cases were confirmed, of 
which 113 resulted in death. This was followed immediately by an epidemic 
of almost 1500 cases of scarlet fever (caused by infected milk). "The demands 
on Bradford's fever hospitals that terrible summer compelled the authorities 
to erect a large temporary wooded isolation hospital at Scholemoor in July 
1893." 

Councillor Johnson was chairing meeting of the Sanitary Committee in 
the Town Hall on the afternoon of 2 October 1893, to discuss the worsening 
smallpox crisis when a message was received by telephone, a service still in 
its infancy, that the recently opened isolation hospital at Scholemoor was 
on fire. Councillor Johnson and other members of the committee went to the 
hospital as quickly as possible and helped to carry 55 patients to safety. 

None of the patients was harmed by the fire although the building was 
completely destroyed. A fortnight later, however, Councillor Johnson found 
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that he had contracted smallpox. He died at the Leeds Road Fever Hospital, 
three weeks later, on 27 October. His funeral took place on 30 October at St 
John's Church and he was buried in the churchyard. 

The entire route of the funeral cortege from his home in Hall Lane to the 
church, half a mile away, was lined by people. Many shops closed and most 
of the houses had blinds down. The procession included many members of 
the council, a contingent of one hundred police constables, a detachment of 
firemen and many civic dignitaries. 

At the time it was suggested that Councillor Johnson succumbed to 
smallpox because his resistance was lowered by other health problems, but 
that did not diminish the appreciation which the people of Bradford had for 
his dedication to public duty. There was a prompt response to an appeal for 
subscriptions to pay for a permanent memorial. 

Only nine months later, on 19 July 1894, an impressive stone drinking 
fountain was unveiled in Bowling Park. The inscription notes that Councillor 
Johnson "lost his life at the call of public duty." The Band of Bradford Rifles 
played in the park for the ceremony and the Mayor, Councillor J. Whitley 
said Councillor Johnson was held in high esteem by all who knew him. 

The memorial, near the east gate of the park, no longer functions as a 
fountain, but the carved features of Councillor Johnson are still plain to see. 

The Leeds Road Hospital sometimes had two hundred patients with 
infectious diseases in those difficult times. It was built for £22,000 and opened 
in January 1872. When it closed in 2009 it was Bradford's oldest hospital, 
although in recent years had been used mainly as a rehabilitation unit for 
people who had broken limbs. 

Sources 
Bradford Observer 
I Gary Firth, Bradford Charity & The Public Purse: A History of Bradford Hospitals from 1780. 

Bradford Hospitals NHS Trust, 2001. p. 38 
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THE RAW NOOK RAILWAY 

A Newspaper Report contributed by Alan Longbottom 

Taken from the Halifax Guardian 25th October 1845 (page 1, column 5), 
this delightful spoof announcement makes fun of the plethora of 
railway acts of the time. Raw Nook is just north of Oakenshaw, east 
of Low Moor, and close to Junction 2 of the M606. 

Preliminary Announcement 
The Raw Nook & Cold Cragg Direct, Independent, Broad-Gauge, 

Atmospheric, North and South Union, East and West Junction, Universal 
Approximation, Central Terminus & Grand Trunk Railway. 
(Not Provisionally Registered) 

Capital Ten Million, in as many Shares as may be applied for. 

Consulting Engineer in Chief: Level Mountain, Esq. A.S.S. 
Acting Engineer: Hobbletehoy Assistant, Junr, Esq. 
Secretary : The first Bankrupt Auctioneer that applies. 
Solicitors: Messrs. Quirk, Gammon and Snap. 
Parliamentary Agent: A.N.A. Tumey Innsirchoff Praktis, Esq. 
Bankers The New Lend Cash at 50 per cent to Men of Straw Railway Banking 
Company. 

Provisional Committee (already obtained) 
A.B. - Provisional Director of the Union Stag Railway Company; 

Provisional Director of the Bear Junction Railway Company; Provisional 
Director of the Direct Bull Railway Company; Provisional Director of the 
Independent Swell Mob Railway Company; Provisional Director of the High 
Level Blackleg Railway Company; Provisional Director of the Low Flats 
Bubble Railway Company etc. etc. 

B. 
C. D. - Provisional Director of as many of the above Companies as would 

allot him any Shares; Provisional Seller of Scrip before Allotment at a 
Discount; and Unprovisional Repudiator of the Bargain on its coming out at 
a premium. 

E.F. - Provisional Director of the Lake of Killarney and Paddy Blake's 
Echo Railway Company; Provisional Director of the Kamschatka and Nootka 
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Sound Railway Company; Provisional Director of the All-Round the World 
Railway and Steam-packet with Quicksilver Engines Company etc, etc. 

Sir ........Provisional Director of all the Bubble schemes, past, present, 
and to come, that he can get into. 

Sir . .... .... Provisional Director of all the Companies patronized by Sir. 
cum multis uliis 
Together with an immense number of local and influential gentlemen, 

whose names will be announced forthwith, for whom numerous stags are 
hunting night and day. There can be no doubt the list, when complete, will 
defy all competition - for, any Rips desirous of joining will be promised 200 
shares each, with the full understanding that they need not keep them a day 
beyond the issuing of the Scrip, which is guaranteed to be at a Premium of 
£5 per Share "for the coming out" - Six Railway Editors being engaged to 
puff up the Line, and anew Railway journal being also started expressly for 
the same purpose. 

Prospectus 
This magnificent and highly important line starts at Raw Nook, a place 

as yet not so well known as it ought to be, but destined, on the completion of 
this splendid scheme, (a matter already placed beyond doubt) to become 
one of the most superb and wealthy Towns of the empire. 

The intended line of Railway immediately enters a wide gorge, and 
follows the meandering course of the River Twiddle, as nearly as the nature 
of the rocky eminences will admit: occasionally crossing the picturesque 
Valley by gigantic bridges, about every half-mile. These structures (each 
consisting of 15 laminated Timber Arches of 1,000 feet span) will alone create 
a Traffic on the Line by drawing crowds of the lovers of nature and of art to 
view their stupendous proportions. 

Having thus conquered the difficulties of this valley, the celebrated Scaw 
Fell is perforated by a Tunnel, which will be the finest work of the sort in the 
world. The length will be 15 miles and two furlongs. It will be comfortably 
ventilated throughout by the rush of wind for which the adjoining gorge is 
famous. And it is the intention of the Directors to illuminate this grand 
subterranean saloon through its whole length with Patent Camphine Lamps, 
a provisional contract for 50,000 of which is already signed. 

As this Tunnel forms a prominent feature in the scheme, some further 
details may be necessary. The Directors frankly admit that the Hills over it 
attain a considerable altitude; indeed it must be confessed that they show 
about 3,000 feet perpendicular of superincumbent earth, traversed by 
innumerable underground streams. It is also certain that the surface is for 
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some miles indubitable Bog. But it is due to the eminent Consulting Engineer 
in Chief of the Company to add, that he has sagaciously discovered that 
these streams are strongly impregnated with Lime; and this discovery has 
prompted his ready brain with a most interesting scheme for turning these 
circumstances to the pecuniary benefit of the Company. He is convinced 
this Lime Water will prove superior to Guano, in fertilizing effects. There is 
no doubt they will drip and drain plenteously into the Tunnel in natural 
course. And it is proposed that these Drippings shall be carried into an 
immense Tank, at the lower end of the Tunnel, and supplied to all the farmers 
of the county by cast-iron pipes —So much for this grand portion of the 
works. 

On leaving the Scaw Fell Tunnel the Line emerges upon a vast expanse of 
moorland, covered for the most part with luxuriant furze bushes, the 
enormous Trade in Besoms that will rise up immediately suggests itself. For 
miles the supply of grouse, black cocks and grey hens is so abundant as to 
afford fair expectation of bringing this delicious food within the reach of the 
starving population of the manufacturing towns, under the patriotic and 
benevolent arrangements contemplated by the Company. The Peat too, is 
inexhaustible, and may be profitably supplied to millions who cannot afford 
coal. It is of a rich slimy quality and very thick; in fact an old mare lately 
sunk in it and was lost. 

Further on, the Line borders upon an immense district of Rabbit Warrens. 
The Directors seeing how they may be made available have bought up the 
rights of Free Warren from the Lords of the Manor for the whole extent of 
them. The rabbits being rather wild, and difficult to catch, the Directors 
have had their attention called to a useful Patent lately taken out to supply 
this desideratum, which only wants capital to work it. The great expenditure 
in powder would also be inadvisable in the massacre of so many grouse as 
will be required for the markets. The Directors, therefore, propose the 
formation of a distinct Company to be entitled - The New Patent India 
Rubber Rabbit Spring and Put Salt on Grouse's Tail's Joint Stock Company - 
to be carried on in harmonious connexion with the parent scheme; all the 
shareholders in which will have a preference in the Allotment of Shares in 
this proposed New Company. 

After traversing these Peat Moors the Line ascends by a comparatively 
short Incline (about three miles and a half) of 1 In 24 (a gradient highly 
approved by the Board of Trade,) which may be worked by Stationary 
Engine or Pilbrow's Atmospheric system, as may hereafter be decided, and 
reaches its Eastern Terminus on a level, at the summit of the far famed 
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Mountain Cold Cragg, where there is one of the most extensive views in the 
universe. As the snow lies on these heights generally all the winter, spring, 
and autumn, there will be a magnificent Hotel erected there by the Company, 
with double doors and windows, and a plentiful supply of blankets and 
cordials for the accommodation of the Passengers. 

The Directors have refrained from enlarging on the general Traffic 
conceiving it to be superfluous. It is well known that the Tract of Country 
through which the Line runs, is even now frequented at least once a fortnight 
by a man with a Fish and Game Cart, and once a month by a Travelling 
Pedlar. It may, however, be added that Lord Live-in-Town's gamekeepers, 
and the servants at the hunting lodge, have promised to avail themselves of 
the Railway on all occasions, by the Parliamentary 4th Class Trains. Much 
also may be expected from the Peat Cutters. 

Applications for the Shares to be addressed to the Solicitors, or any Stags, of 
Share Jobbers in the Three Kingdoms. 

Dated Oct 22nd 1845. 

On the 2nd Column - Col 6, there is another advert 

(Provisionally Registered) 
The Raw Nook & Cold Cragg Direct, Independent, Broad-Gauge, 

Atmospheric, North and South Union, East and West Junction, Universal 
Approximation, Central Terminus & Grand Trunk Railway. 

Notice 
To allay all possibility of apprehensions on the part of the numerous 

supporters of this Company, as to its coming before Parliament in the ensuing 
session, it is as well to state explicitly that the Engineer in Chief, and Acting 
Engineer, with 3 Surveyors and 24 Active Assistants, started yesterday for 
Scaw Fell, and by this time the survey, no doubt is in a forward state. Indeed 
an Express has just arrived, stating that the moors are studded with Levelling 
Instruments in all directions, much to the alarm of the grouse and rabbits. 

N.B.—Thirteen Active Young Surveyor's Assistants required immediately. 
Five guineas a day, besides expenses, and occasional shooting for recreation. 
- By Order. 

Jem Scapegrace - Secretary pro.tem. 
Dated October 24th 1845 
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JOSEPH FIELDHOUSE: A TRIBUTE 

By John Haigh 

Joe Fieldhouse, who died aged ninety-seven in March 2010, was the sixth 
editor of The Bradford Antiquary, and was instrumental in ensuring the survival 
of the journal through a difficult phase of the Society's history. 

In the period before the Second World War, Joe entered the textile trade 
and in due course became company secretary of Wallace & Co. at Thornbury 
Mills. After six years of war-time military service, he decided to train as a 
teacher, and was eventually appointed Headmaster of St Oswald's School, 
Little Horton. He later transferred to Fairweather Green Primary School 
where, following local government re-organisation in 1974, he somewhat 
reluctantly oversaw its conversion to a Middle School. 

The first edition of Joe's book Bradford had already been published in 1972. 
Although the book is generally recognised as the best comprehensive history 
of the city Joe records in his preface to the second edition that it was criticised 
for not being sufficiently scholarly. That criticism reflects Joe's style and 
interests, preferring clarity and reliability to deep scholarship. He aimed to 
produce something that his pupils might be able to access, in the knowledge 
that adults often appreciate good writing for children. The book contains a 
comprehensive record of the political history as defined by the great and the 
good, but it also emphasises the social history of how such developments 
affected the lives of common people. The text reflects Joe's own special interests 
in religion and education; in spite of his own adherence to high Anglicanism, 
Joe is even-handed in his description of the influence of all the churches on 
the social life of the growing town. The book, first published by Longman, 
was reprinted many times by the Bradford Library Service. 

In 1972 Wilfrid Robertshaw resigned as editor of The Bradford Antiquary, 
having maintained a consistently high quality of publication over the 
previous forty-five years. It was increasingly difficult to find contributions 
that met his exacting standards, and the printing costs for the New (second) 
Series of the journal were becoming prohibitively high. A significant portion 
of his last issue, Part XLV of June 1971, was devoted to his article on his 
family history, and to the conclusion of an article spread over the previous 
three issues. There was a gap of over five years before his successor, Jack 
Reynolds, produced Part XLVI, which would have been a very slim issue 
without the index to the previous five parts, collated by Wilfrid Robertshaw. 
Unfortunately ill health prevented Jack from editing any further issues. 
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It was at this point that Joe Fieldhouse was persuaded to take over the 
editorship, looking to some emergency action to re-establish the sequence of 
publication. His first step was to produce the final issue of the New Series, 
Part XLVII of October 1982. Although this matched earlier issues in external 
appearance, the font size was reduced to make space for the backlog of 
articles that had accumulated during the intervening years without 
incurring exorbitantly high printing costs. He then helped to devise a format 
for the Third Series of the journal, with a less formal appearance and making 
use of standard fonts and paper sizes. 

Issue Number I of the Third Series appeared in 1985, and Joe managed to 
publish the first four issues at intervals of a little over a year, culminating 
with Number 4 early in 1989. Like the cover, the contents are less formal 
than those of the second series, concentrating less on completed research 
and giving more attention to items of general interest and work in progress. 
Although Joe's name never occurs explicitly on the contents page of any of 
the five issues that he edited, the initials 'JF' are attached to a wide variety of 
editorials, book reviews, historical portraits, profiles, and commentary. Joe's 
longest contribution is entitled 'Crisis at Saltaire', and records an address 
by Dr Derek Linstrum to a meeting aimed at securing the future of Titus 
Salt's mill. Joe adds his own comments on the life of Titus Salt, with some 
emphasis on food, which, along with education and religion, seems to have 
been of one of his special interests! As Saltaire is now acclaimed as a World 
Heritage Site, it is good to know that at least one local conservation project 
has met with unqualified success. 

Joe was elected President of the Society during the time that he served as 
editor. His presidential address for 1985 was entitled 'The Ghosts of Horton 
Hall' and that for 1986 'What the Papers say'. It is a pity that the Society 
keeps no permanent record of its proceedings, for these titles seem typical of 
their presenter, combining sound factual learning with subtle humour. 

After the publication of issue Number 4, Joe tendered his resignation, 
citing Mrs Fieldhouse's ill health as well as his own advancing years. In 
grateful recognition of his exceptional service, Joe was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Society. The Bradford Antiquary then encountered another period 
of uncertainty, before achieving its present status of regular publication 
and widespread support. There can be no doubt that that Joe's devoted 
service as editor was crucial in ensuring the survival of the journal, and 
indeed possibly of the Society itself. During the eulogy at his requiem mass, 
reference was made to Joe's generosity of spirit in all that he did. The Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society is in substantial measure a beneficiary 
of that generosity. 
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BRADFORD HISTORICAL & ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

Report for the Year 2009-2010 

As this was the year during which a change in presidents occurs, the first 
two events took place under the auspices of Bob Duckett. 

The summer excursion in August 2009 was to Kirkstall Abbey. It was 
well supported, on a beautiful day, and led by Eileen White who explained 
developments and uses of the abbey buildings at different periods. 

Meetings programme: 
At the September meeting Letitia Lawson told us about Lost Mansions 

of Baildon, no doubt inspiring some individual expeditions to look at these 
sites. 

The Biennial Dinner took place at the Bradford Club on September 2311, 
when! had the honour to be installed as the 701  President. Our guest speaker 
was Paul Jennings, who was informative and entertaining on the history of 
Bradford's public houses. The new Deputy President David Croft gave a 
vote of thanks. The Bradford Club again proved an excellent venue. After a 
very good dinner, we had the opportunity to look round other parts of their 
premises. 

In October, following a short AGM, I recalled the lighter side of pharmacy 
more than half a century ago as An Apothecary's Apprentice. In November, 
Philip Tordoff talked about Vintage Buses, including many on old Bradford 
routes. With Robin Leleux in February on Railway History: Bradford and 
the Midland Railway, then Patrick Clarke in March talking about the Leeds-
Liverpool Canal, this gave a comprehensive overview of transport during 
important stages in local history. 

In December and April we had accounts of original work by our own 
members, a very important aspect of the life of this society. The December 
speaker was Mary Twentyman telling us about the Beginnings of the Low 
Moor Company, and in April Eileen White, with her co-worker Christine 
Alvin updated us on the archaeological project to explore the Prehistoric 
Settlement in Buck Wood. 

The season concluded with Nigel Grizzard talking about Bradford's 
Jewish Heritage Trail, concluding with an offer, which will be taken up, to 
lead a walk round the areas concerned. 

January was the only meeting to have been cancelled for many years. An 
old fashioned winter of snow, and particularly ice, meant that even if any 
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members could have got to the library, our speaker, Trevor Moody, certainly 
could not. We are delighted that he has agreed to come as part of the 2010-11 
programme to tell us about the History of Hardcastle Crags and Gibson 
Mill. 

All our meetings were well supported and the mixture of daytime and 
evening meetings will be continued. We regret that dates and times make it 
difficult for some to come to all the meetings, but believe that any change 
would only make it better for some and worse for others. The Council would 
be glad to hear views on this. The Central Library continues to be a good 
venue. 

Presidents may come and go, but it is the Lectures Secretary, Betty 
Woodrow, who keeps us thriving with the splendid programmes she 
produces and the refreshments she organises. Thank you Betty. I am very 
grateful too to Bob Duckett who, in addition to all his work with The Antiquary, 
has taken on the task of acting-secretary during Angela Holmes's illness. We 
hope to have her back with us very soon. Thank you to all members of the 
Council for their support during the year and for the very helpful mix of 
experience and new ideas that have characterised our Council meetings. 

Membership has increased slightly - we are always glad to have more 
members and would very much like to see some new faces on the Council. 
Our finances are healthy and book sales have enabled our librarian David 
Croft to add new and more appropriate volumes. We are delighted that use 
of our library is increasing, thanks to David's hard work. 

The 2009 Antiquary was published, with another range of interesting 
articles. New copies and back numbers were on sale at Keighley Library 
Local and Family History Open Day. 

We had hoped to be working with the History Press to produce a book 
about Bradford street names, but although this suggestion came from them, 
the publishers have decided not to go ahead. 

Astrid Hansen, President 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Welcome to the 2011 issue of the Bradford Antiquary. 

We are pleased to present a varied mix of articles on Bradford's history, and that 
of Eccleshill, Esholt, Menston, Baildon, Haworth ,,, and Morecarribe! Yes, 
Morecambe, aka 'Bradford-by-the-Sea' which, as David Croft shows, owes much 
to Bradford enterprise. There's a lot of Bradford enterprise in this issue. The 
rapid reconstruction of the Apperley Bridge viaduct after the disaster in 1866 is 
an amazing story, recounted by Norman Alvin, while Graham Hall tells the 
remarkable story of the Esholt sewage treatment plant, demonstrating the truth 
of the Yorkshire truism that "Where There's Muck There's Brass"! As well as 
muck and brass, we have mystery. Derek Barker delves into 'A Mystery Inside 
an Enigma' and Samuel Lister's concern over the representation of the Square 
Motion Wool Comb on his statue, while Frank Dickinson gives us two mysteries: 
the spy tower at Fagley and the wart-stone at Eccleshill. Read on - history is full 
of surprises! 

Patrick Bronté might be thought of as an odd-ball for the Bradford 
Antiquary, but he was a prolific local author and a regular contributor to local 
newspapers with 34 letters so far identified. Not many people know that! Not 
many people know about Bertha Lonsdale either, but they soon will. James 
Ogden tells the story of this Baildon librarian who wrote over 300 scripts for the 
BBC and became a major player in the early days of children's broadcasting. 
Menston folk, if mostly anonymous, get the spotlight in Milton Hudson's 
analysis of the 19's century census returns, while another newcomer to our pages, 
Andrew Maguire, tells us about the role of Bradford in the story of Irish 
nationalism. Famous figures feature in some of Bradford's streets as Astrid 
Hansen looks at the origins of the names of some of our roads. In our previous 
issue we were exhorted to look at Bradford's history by looking at the bricks 
lying around. This time we must look at the origin of street names to know 
understand our history better! 

Interest in Bradford's history continues unabated and already articles for 
next year's issue are coming in. There is still room, though, for further 
contributions, either reporting new research or re-telling past events for a new 
generation. Don't let your knowledge be lost! 

Sadly, I note the demise of Reid's Bookshop in Keighley. One could 
always find new works of local history on its shelves and we will miss this rare 
outlet for local publications. In this issue we list new books added to the library 
of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, based in the Central Library 
in Bradford. These can be borrowed by members of the Society and may, in part, 
sweeten a little the bitter pill of yet another bookshop closure. Finally, there is a 
list of articles in recent back issues of the Bradford Antiquary. Most issues are 
still available for purchase and they are full of interest. 

Finally, I must acknowledge the help given me by Sarah Powell of 
Bradford Libraries who has helped with selection, editing, and matters 
grammatical and electronic. 

Read and enjoy! 
Bob Duckett 
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THE APPERLEY BRIDGE VIADUCT DISASTER, 1866 

By Norman Alvin 

So the train moVd slowly along the Bridge of Tay, 
Until it was about midway, 
Then the central girders with a crash gave way, 
And down went the train and passengers into the Tay. 

This quotation from the poem The Tay Bridge Disaster, a poem by the 
famous Scottish poet William McGonagall, describes one of Britain's worst 
rail accidents. On December 28, 1879 a terrific storm spread mayhem and 
destruction throughout central Scotland. A train was crossing the newly 
opened bridge and as it reached the centre, the high girders suddenly 
collapsed, plunging the train and its 75 passengers and crew into the icy 
water. There were no survivors. This could well have been a description of a 
railway accident that took place in Bradford thirteen years earlier in 1866, 
when a bridge collapsed and a train fell into a raging torrent. Luckily on this 
occasion there was no loss of life. 

AI'rEflLEY VIADUCT, 

Figure 1: Apperley Viaduct, 1877 

Bradford's first link with the national railway network came in 1846. At 
this time the more direct route through Pudsey to Leeds proved too 
technically challenging and so the line took a more circuitous course through 
Shipley and along the Aire Valley to Leeds. This necessitated the building of 
the three quarters of a mile long Thackley tunnel, and a viaduct across the 
River Aire at Apperley Bridge. The viaduct, which was one of the largest in 



the area, was stone built and had ten arches spanning a distance of 156 yards, 
through the centre of which ran the river. About midway the viaduct rested 
on a high embankment rising from a small island. Right from the start the 
route proved to be extremely popular with heavy passenger and freight traffic 
running from Bradford to Leeds and also westwards through Skipton, with 
an average of about 200 trains a day crossing the river. 

Figure 2: Apperley Viaduct, 1893 

November 1866 was extremely wet and the West Riding of Yorkshire 
suffered several days of violent storms and very heavy rainfall. On Friday, 
November 16, the deluge continued and in Bradford the heavy rains filled the 
Thornton and Bradford Becks, both of which began to overflow, causing 
residents to remove property from cellars to prevent damage. The situation 
was similar along the Aire Valley but to a much greater degree. The River 
Aire was swollen to an unprecedented level and the current ran with great 
speed. Within a short time the river had overflowed its low banks, flooding 
into the fields and giving the appearance of a huge lake, said to be half a mile 
wide. Many trees were uprooted, and those that survived were covered with 
water, only their tops showing through the deluge. 
A reporter for the Bradford Observer described his eventful journey as he 

attempted to take the midday train from Bradford to Otley. Passing through 
Apperley Bridge Station (the direct line through Baildon had not yet been 
built), he was informed that the route to Guiseley would be very difficult to 
pass. This prediction was to be proved correct. Steaming up the steep 
Guiseley cutting, the train was brought to a standstill and held up for an hour. 
Water was pouring down the cutting, completely covering the track and 
making progress difficult, but there was further trouble higher up where a 
land slip had completely blocked the up line. Despite several attempts to clear 
the slip the situation was declared hopeless, for as fast as the fallen earth was 
cleared more fell from the embankment. Finally it was decided to slowly back 
the carriages to Apperley Bridge where the train was switched on to the down 
line and a further attempt was made to reach Guiseley. On finally reaching 
the summit, the weather had deteriorated - rain had changed to snow and the 
hills were covered with thick clouds - but from there the journey to Otley was 
uneventful and the passengers finally reached their destination after a three 
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hour adventure. These passengers had endured a tiresome journey but they 
had been lucky to avoid a possibly worse fate, which the return passengers 
were to experience later in the day. 

Figure 3: Apperley Viaduct 2011 

As has already been stated the viaduct across the river at Apperley Bridge 
consisted of ten arches. However, the total number of arches between the 
Canal Bridge and Apperley Bridge Station was thirteen. Three of these were 
over a footpath unconnected to the other ten, being separated from them by 
an embankment about sixty yards long. Of the other ten, the river bed was 
under the second and third arches. Water seldom reached the remaining 
seven arches, except in periods of high floods. The soil on which the bridge 
was built was reported to have been of a light and soft nature. Early in the 
afternoon of Friday November 16, the water was flowing with great force 
against the buttresses and began to seep into the soft, light foundations. 

The first indications of there being a problem started around 500 pm. As 
the 4.50 passenger train from Bradford was crossing the viaduct, the guard 
felt that the structure was insecure and he immediately informed the 
Apperley Bridge stationmaster, Mr T. Masters. At about the same time, a 
platelayer was crossing the viaduct and discovered a large hole in the 
masonry of the stonework. He saved himself from almost falling into the hole 
by jumping and scrambling to safety on the other side. He ran immediately to 
the station to raise the alarm and his prompt action along with that of the 
stationmaster, guard and points man probably saved a number of lives. 
Danger signals were immediately put out, and with complete disregard for 
their own safety, the stationmaster and others ran onto the bridge waving red 
lanterns to raise the alarm and stop an approaching luggage train. This train 
from Bradford, consisting of an engine, tender, two wagons and a guard's 
van, was rapidly approaching through the Thackley tunnel. When the driver 
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saw the warning signal and the frantic waving of the stationmaster, he 
attempted emergency braking but there was not enough time and the train 
was partly across the viaduct before he could bring it to a halt. This 
additional weight of the train was too much for the viaduct, which 
immediately began to sink. Eyewitnesses reported they saw part of the bridge 
sag by at least eighteen inches and it was clear that the train could neither 
advance nor retreat. The engine driver, stoker and guard of the train leapt off 
and ran for their lives across the falling viaduct, reaching the embankment on 
the western end without a minute to spare. The stationmaster and signalman 
also retreated as fast as they could to the opposite embankment. Scarcely had 
they done so when eyewitnesses described hearing a tremendous crack and 
seeing the red lights of the guard's van disappear followed by the whole mass 
of the stonework falling into the river below with a deafening crash. The 
enormous mass of falling masonry completely blocked the raging torrent, but 
only for a few moments. The maelstrom soon forced its way through, 
sweeping the van and wagons downstream where they were smashed to 
small fragments. All that remained was the engine and tender along with the 
heavy oak frameworks and the wheels and springs. 

Thankfully there had been no serious injuries or loss of life. Matters could 
have been more serious if it had been the earlier 4.50 passenger train that had 
plunged into the river. This train was usually crowded and carried large 
numbers of businessmen. 

On the following day the weather improved and large crowds were 
attracted to the scene. The river was still flowing with great force but the only 
visible remains of the viaduct were sections of the buttresses from the first 
two arches, and these seemed likely to fall at any moment. The stonework of 
the bridge lay like a large dam across the channel and although the flood was 
now greatly reduced in size, it was still forcing its way through the wreckage. 
The engine and tender were still visible near the western side. The engine was 
completely destroyed whereas the tender appeared almost undamaged. 

Arriving at Apperley Bridge, the passengers accompanying the Bradford 
Observer correspondent on the return journey from Otley to Bradford, 
discovered that they could go no further. Some of the passengers were taken 
on to Leeds while others attempted to continue their journey by cab, where 
they encountered further difficulties in crossing the hazardous road bridge 
over the river. Water was flowing over the bridge to a depth of about three 
feet and was almost up to the threshold of the George and Dragon Inn. 
Beyond the inn there was a similar sheet of water through which the vehicles 
had to be dragged, with water pouring in and reaching up to the knees of the 
passengers. 

The collapse of the viaduct at Apperley Bridge and the consequent closure 
of the important Aire Valley route had serious implications for the finances of 
the Midland Railway Company. They had to reopen this line as soon as 
possible, so the Company employed a gang of thirty locomotive staff from 
Derby. They started by putting rails into the river under the engine wheels 
and drew it up, inch by inch, with windlasses out of the river and on to the 
bank, and from there up an incline on to the line. The same was done with the 
tender, the whole operation taking almost three days. Work then started on 
constructing a substantial temporary bridge four or five yards wide, guarded 
by a handrail and even lit at night, and within two weeks the Bradford 
Observer was able to announce the resumption of a limited service. Trains 
proceeded to one end of the bridge where the passengers dismounted and 
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walked across the temporary structure to the awaiting train on the other side. 
Although there was still a delay, the train service was the best that the 
Company could arrange in the circumstances, but only passenger traffic and 
not the lucrative commercial traffic was resumed. 

The Company lost no time in finding a permanent solution. A new iron 
bridge was ordered from local iron founders, Butler and Pitt of Stanningley. 
Fortunately, Butlers were already working on a contract to produce girders 
for a bridge in India, and since it was of a suitable size, they were able to 
make alterations and supply the Midland Company at short notice. The 
contract for the actual reconstruction of the bridge was given to the firm of 
Bentham and Woodiwiss of Derby and Glossop, under the supervision of the 
Company's engineer, J. Crossley. Within a few days, between 300 and 400 
men were hard at work clearing the wreckage and creating the coffer dam 
needed for the reconstruction. Work on the scheme continued at full speed, 
despite delays caused by further flooding in early December. New Stone piers 
were built and prepared for the iron girders. Butler and Pitts fitted sixty of 
these girders within one month, along with 150 rolled-plate stays in between. 
The iron plates from which the girders were made, each weighing 500 tons, 
were manufactured by the Monk Bridge Iron Company of Leeds within the 
space of three weeks. 

Work continued smoothly with no major accidents, although there was an 
incident just to the east of Apperley Bridge Station. Work was being carried 
out to strengthen a bridge damaged in the same storm that wrecked the 
viaduct. On Monday December 10, a twenty-three year old carpenter from 
Lincolnshire named Henry Harland was drowned while crossing a plank. He 
fell off and plunged into the river, which was still flowing strongly, and was 
swept away before anyone could try to save him. 

Many experts had predicted that it would take six months to reopen the 
line but chief engineer Crossley threw himself into the task and work 
continued so quickly that the line was open again within just seven weeks, on 
Thursday January 3, 1867. The local press was full of praise for the energy and 
efficiency of the rail company and its contractor. The first train to pass over 
the bridge was the 4.50 from Bradford to Leeds. At first only one line was 
available, but during the day both lines were brought into use. Although the 
remedial work had been carried out in record time, the disaster had severe 
financial consequences for the Midland Company. A fortnight after the 
reopening, the directors noted in the board minutes that they felt it their duty 
to offer the engineer 'their thanks for the extraordinary energy and talent he 
has manifested in the reconstruction of the Apperley viaduct'. With their 
gratitude went the not inconsiderable sum of three hundred guineas. In 
August 1867, the directors reported that their working expenses had increased 
because of the payment out of revenue for the reconstruction of the Apperley 
Viaduct, a bridge at Tamworth, and other damage caused by the floods. There 
had also been a loss of revenue because of the additional payments they had 
to make to other railway companies for running Midland trains over their 
lines. 

Traffic on this line continued to grow and eventually the Midland 
Company decided to construct a second line. This was built parallel to the 
original track and was opened in 1901. It entailed driving a second tunnel 
under the hills of Thacldey and constructing a second viaduct. There is still 
evidence of this work although only one track remains. The viaducts are still 
standing and one tunnel is still in use. There are also other reminders: many 
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brick-lined air shafts are visible, as are various large mounds of shale which 
were excavated from the tunnel and dumped around the air shafts. The 
passage of time has softened their contours but the mounds of black shale are 
still a testament to the hard manual work carried out a century or more ago. 

Figure 4: Thackley Tunnel, west entrance, c.1906 

Apperley Bridge Station was a casualty of the Beerhing cuts and closed on 
March 22, 1965, and demolished shortly afterwards. However, plans are now 
afoot to build a new Apperley Bridge Station close to the original site, and if 
the scheme survives the current Government financial cutbacks, trains could 
soon be stopping again in this suburban village. 

Sources 

Figure 1: Apperley Viaduct 1877. 
F. S. Williams, The Midland Railway: its Rise and Progress, 1888. 

Figure 2: Apperley Viaduct, 1893. 
Ordnance Survey 1:2500. Sheet 202:5. 1893. 

Figure 3: Apperley Viaduct, 2011. 
N. A. Alvin. 

Figure 4; Thackley Tunnel, west entrance, c.1906. 
D.A. Joy, A Regional History of the Railways of Great Britain: Vol.8, South 
and West Yorkshire, 2" ed., 1984. 

-6-



A MYSTERY INSIDE AN ENIGMA: S.C.LISTER'S 

STATUE AND THE SQUARE MOTION WOOL COMB 

By Derek Barker 

In 1979 the late Dr. I.A. Iredale wrote a fascinating pamphlet about the statue of 
Samuel Cunliffe Lister (later Lord Masham), which stands close to the main 
entrance of Lister Park. Additional evidence is now available which confirms 
and amplifies his explanation of the modifications made to the statue plinth after 
its erection. 

On May 15,1875, Samuel Cunliffe Lister (1815-1906), owner of the colossal 
and recently rebuilt Manningham Mills, was paid the exceptional civic honour of 
having a statue erected in his own lifetime. The site selected was Lister Park, 
immediately inside the Manningham Lane gates. The statue of white Sicilian 
marble was carved by Matthew Noble (1818-1878) and portrayed Lister as an 
inventor, with a scroll of paper and a ruler held across his chest (figure 1). The 
Mayor of Bradford, Alderman Henry Mitchell, was present at the unveiling, as 
were the sculptor and Lister himself. Lister Park was formerly known as 
Manningham Park and contained Manningham Hall, until recently the residence 
of Lister's family. Lister had sold both Hall and parkland to the City at the 
greatly reduced price of £40,000. It was presumably feelings of gratitude that 
gave the then Mayor, Mark Dawson, the idea of organising a subscription to 
meet the costs of a statue. 

Detailed descriptions of the statue and the ceremony were published in 
the Bradford Observer'. From these accounts we learn that the sculpture stood 
on a block of marble three feet high. At each side of this block lay 'emblems of 
mechanical science' resting on a pedestal of light grey polished Aberdeen 
granite. The front and back of the pedestal were square and the sides curved. 
Andrews & Pepper, the architects also responsible for Manningham Mills, were 
the designers. On each side were panels inlaid with six bronze bas-relief panels, 
also by Matthew Noble, showing various stages in textile production. One panel 
demonstrated the old trade of hand combing and another portrayed an item 
which the Bradford Observer described as 'Mr Lister's new combing machine 
with gill box on each side'. The whole creation was 25 feet from top to bottom, 
and cost £25,000. 

Surprisingly, the monument as it exists today is not exactly as originally 
erected. The changes that were made formed the basis of Dr. Iredale's pamphlet s 
and are touched on in a huge archive of letters written over a century earlier by 
the joint managing directors of Litter & Co. William Watson, Jr. (1846-1925) and 
José Reixach (1843-1918). These letters are held by the Bradford Industrial 
Museum, and when completely transcribed will considerably augment our 
knowledge of the history of the company (notably the Manningham Mills strike 
of 1890-91), and of contemporary Bradford. 
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Figure 1: Lister's statue, Manningham Park 

The technical aspects of mechanised woolcombing are difficult for the 
non-specialist to follow, but as Dr. Iredale originally observed, some 
understanding is required if the history of the statue is to be comprehensible. It 
is generally agreed that woolcombing was the last process in worsted cloth 
production to be satisfactorily mechanised. The Rev. Dr. Edmund Cartwright, 
after whom Cartwright Hall was named, made a serious but unsuccessful 
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attempt to solve the problem in 1790. When Samuel Cunliffe Lister entered into 
business with his brother John in 1838, he soon took up the problem of the 
mechanical wool comb himself. The story of Lister's involvement in wool comb 
design has been recounted by H.F. Killick and was long, complex and devious. 
He and other notable textile names, including James Noble, Josué Heilmann, 
George Donisthorpe, along with Isaac Holden, devised various partial solutions 
to the considerable technical difficulties involved. Technically minded local 
historians should consult James Burnley's nineteenth century account for 
further details. None of the early mechanical combs proved lobe the answer to 
the combing of every type of fibre; all were subsequently modified and most of 
the individual modifications were patented. Throughout the mid-nineteenth 
century, a great deal of time and legal expense was incurred as inventors and 
woolcombers sued each other for patent infringements. Lister found that he 
needed to employ his own patent solicitors, Wilson, Bristow & Carpmael, of 
Capthall Buildings, London. This firm and its successors acted for him over a 
period of sixty years. On occasion, Lister decided that the best course of action 
was simply to buy out the patents of his competitors, and this was the course he 
adopted after losing in the law courts to Josué Hellmann. 

Several wool combs are exhibited in the textile gallery at the Bradford 
Industrial Museum, together with a beautiful brass model of a Square Motion 
comb and other helpful explanatory information. It seems that the Square 
Motion comb was particularly useful for short fine wools. The Lister Nip comb 
was preferable for long wool and hairs. The Noble comb was suitable for fibres 
of all lengths, and was the most widely used comb in the Bradford trade, but 
there was still a recognised place for Heilmann's French comb. For some years, 
Lister continued to develop his Nip comb for wool, and he also developed a 
mechanised silk-comb and a self-acting silk dressing frame. Silk waste spinning, 
with plush and velvet weaving, were the principal activities that eventually 
earned him the huge fortune with which he bought Swinton Castle and other 
estates in North Yorkshire. 

Isaac Holden (1807-1897) had been Lister's partner until 1858. They had 
both worked on the Square Motion comb but they were in complete 
disagreement about which of them had conceived the original principal, 
although the machine was in fact already becoming widely known as the 
Holden comb. At the inauguration ceremony for his statue, Lister gave a lengthy 
address on the subject of this invention. Isaac Holden was not mentioned by 
name but there is no doubt at all that he was in Lister's mind when he said that 
'the machine was invented in 1848, and was now in the hands of a gentleman 
whom a great many people thought I did not like'. It is also possible that the 
remarks were intended lobe conciliatory, since Lister also stated that he 'did not 
owe him any ill will today'. Whatever Lister's intention, this speech proved to 
mark the first exchange in a further, and very public, row. Holden wrote to the 
Bradford Observer on June 10, 1875, observing that in the past Lister's comments 
had been slanderous and were now 'lacking in delicacy'. He made it very plain 
that he considered Lister had patented his (Holden's) work as his own in 1848. 
After that there was no going back and an increasingly painful and acrimonious 
debate between these two textile heavyweights was conducted in the 
correspondence columns of the local press. The 'controversy of the combs' 
continued intermittently for many years. 

As late as 1886-87, Lister (by then Lord Masham of Swinton) was 
threatening litigation based on an accusation of fraud, and he also tried to 
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influence the wording of James Burnley's publications on the history of industry 
and woolcombing. From his personal letters, Burnley seems to have been far 
more sympathetic to Holden's position. If this was indeed so he evidently 
changed his mind, or was forced by threatened litigation to reconsider. Burnley 
issued a positively grovelling apology for his comments in the History of 
Woolcombing , which Lister placed at the very beginning of Lord Masham k 
Inventions ', a work published nearly sixty years after the original conception of 
the Square Motion comb. In the event Holden (by then Sir Isaac) had long 
withdrawn from public controversy. He was a busy MP and not in good health; 
he may have also had genuine sympathy for the demons that made Lister unable 
to let the matter rest. But Lister was frankly never one to agree to differ and he 
pursued his vendetta with Holden to the brink of the grave and, some might say, 
beyond it. 

By 1898, Isaac Holden was dead and Lister decided to use the money 
obtained from the earlier sale of Manningham Park to replace the demolished 
Manningham Hall with the magnificent Cartwright Memorial Hall, which was 
to be used as a City art gallery and museum. The Cartwright Hall foundation 
stone was laid on May 24, 1900 and an inauguration ceremony was planned for 
the building in 1904, shortly before the Royal opening of the Bradford Industrial 
Exhibition to be held in Lister Park. We are fortunate that the letters of William 
Watson, Jr., joint managing director of Lister Or Co. describe this period. On the 
July 30, 1903, Watson wrote to Lister explaining that the 'change to the granite' 
would cost £200 and that he had written to Messrs Taylor, Wordsworth & Co. 
about their possession of the model combing machine of which he hoped 'to get 
some photos for-Mr Drury at the same time as the plaque'. What do his 
comments mean? 

Figure 2: The replacement bronze plaque with Alfred Drury's signature 
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As Dr. Iredale established, the has-relief on Listers statue, showing a 
Square Motion wool combing machine, is not the bronze plaque that was present 
originally. The 'Mr Drury' mentioned in Watson's letter is Alfred Drury who 
famously sculpted Bradford's statue of Queen Victoria and also produced a 
marble bust of Lister as a peer. It appears that Lister inspected his own statue in 
1903 when checking on the building of Cartwright Hall. He decided that one of 
the decorative textile related bas-relief panels, showing the mechanical wool 
comb, was unsatisfactory in some way and he wanted it replaced at his own 
expense. Alfred Drury agreed to devise a new design and his name is still clearly 
visible on the replacement panel today. William Watson's letter attests to the facts 
that the sculptor worked from photos, and also a model provided by Taylor, 
Wordsworth & Co., the famous textile machine makers of Holbeck, Leeds. 

The mystery is why all this was necessary. Dr. Iredale's entirely 
convincing explanation was that Lister wanted the panel to show the Square 
Motion comb of the type that he always claimed to have invented, against the 
claims of Holden, not the Nip comb for which his title as inventor was not in 
dispute. This explanation is confirmed by a letter from Watson to Alfred Drury, 
written on December 28,1903, which contains this remark: 'I would suggest that 
you take a clear photo when you go to Masham (Swinton) and have a talk with 
his Lordship. You will then learn something about combing and the differences 
between the Nip and the Square Motion'. 

The changes took some time, and by July 29, 1904, the new plaque was 
still not ready. Watson writes to Lister: 'I called upon him on Wednesday at the 
new War Office building and discussed the proposed plaque and also thinking 
of the necessary drawing for the Memoir, and also finding that Drury is up to 
the neck in work. Idecided to get the Model Comb back to Manningham and 
will endeavour to make arrangements to get a photo of it with a picture of a girl 
at work and then get it so enlarged and, with the help of our pattern maker, give 
Drury something that he can rely upon. He is in no way technical, and he simply 
jumped and felt relieved by the suggestion'. 

On September 30, 1904, he added: 1 called upon Mr Drury in London and 
Ihave the pleasure to inform your Lordship that he will start at once on the 
plaque as per the photo by post. You will notice that Ihave taken some of the 
gim cracks off the model and also faked it to show as working and also added a 
figure in the photo which Ileft with Drury. He was delighted with the photo and 
said it was just what he wanted. 

Finally on April 20,1905, all was prepared: 'My Lord, today lam sending 
by parcel post directed to your Lordship, a photo of the plaque which I 
inspected atMr Drury's studio, yesterday. It is in keeping with the other two in 
style and colour of metal, although I could be critical on matters of detail. I think 
it conveys the correct idea and Ihope you will approvd. We also learn from this 
letter that the cost of the plaque was £120. 

There were other proposed alterations to the statue. William Watson tells 
Lister on September 25,1903 that Mr Wright has gone down to £360 and Mr 
Edwards, the City architect, thinks this price very reasonable, Mr Wright' was 
William Wright, the head of a firm of monumental masons established in 1875 
with premises at Necropolis Road and 177 Otley Road. Later the cost of the work 
drops further to £340, but the question of exactly what was undertaken remains 
uncertain since the statue and pedestal still closely resemble their original 
appearance as described at the inauguration. By December 2,1903 Watson is 
talking about granite steps and 'raising the statue at a price of £300-400, so it is 
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reasonable to conclude that the new work involved the creation of the four 
unpolished granite steps that now surround the pedestal, and which constitute a 
popular but unofficial seat for park visitors. 

From its unveiling, the face of the statue was thought to be a rather poor 
likeness of Lister. In one of his letters, Watson likens it to 'the late Rev W 
Thompson'. I imagine the clerical gentleman referred to was the Rev. William 
Coates Thompson. This was Samuel Cunliffe Lister's cousin who had been born 
in Addingham in 1815 and served as Rector of the Church of St Peter for more 
than half a century (1840-1895). A family resemblance would thus not be 
remarkable. The final mystery is the fate of the rejected bas-reliefof the Nip 
comb. Dr. Iredale located Matthew Noble's original plaster models in the 
collection of the Museum of Science & Engineering at Newcastle, and they were 
subsequently loaned to the Bradford Industrial Museum. We now know that the 
bronze plaque itself came into the possession of William Watson since he writes 
to Lister on April 20,1905: 'Kindly telephone what Ihave to do with the rejected 
plaque'. There, at present, the trail goes cold. 

One may reasonably enquire if Lister finally approved of the changes to 
his statue, which he saw only once after the work was completed. Again, thanks 
to a letter of William Watson to Alfred Drury (February 6,1906), a definitive 
answer can be provided: 'the last time he was in Bradford was to inspect your 
work on the statue, and he felt very pleased with all except the granite 
surroundings which he said looked common, and like asphalt'. Cartwright Hall 
was officially opened on April 13,1904. On February 8 of the same year William 
Watson wrote to Lister's eldest son (the Hon. S.C. Lister) saying 'at the moment! 
am quite sure nobody cares in Bradford a brass farthing about the Square 
Motion or who invented it'. It is very hard indeed to disagree with this 
assessment. 
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'BRADFORD-BY-THE-SEA': 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORECAMBE BY 

BRADFORDIANS 

By David Croft 

Figure 1: 'Sunny Morecambe' 

To modern Bradfordians, the city would appear to have little in 
connection with the seaside town of Morecambe, situated around fifty miles 
to the north west as the crow flies, or perhaps that should be 'as the seagull 
flies'. However, mention Morecambe to older generations and their minds 
will go back to happy holidays spent at the now forgotten and neglected 
resort. But it wasn't just somewhere to go for sun, sea and sand, for the two 
places are linked through many aspects of life including business, social 
welfare, recreation and entertainment. 

To discover how this came about, we have to go back to the 1840s and 
the sleepy hamlet of Poulton-le-Sands, for Morecambe did not exist at that 
time. In 1844, plans were announced for the construction of a new 
'Morecambe Bay & Harbour Scheme', which would include a railway 
connection with nearby Lancaster. Although this plan was subsequently 
abandoned, a later scheme brought about the building of a railway which 
opened on June 12,1848. However it was not until 1850 that a through line 
was opened between Lancaster and Skipton with onward connections to 
Bradford and Leeds. Once this was in place, people from around the West 
Riding, and Bradford in particular, found the place an attractive resort to visit, 
and day trippers and later holidaymakers flooded in. A trip to Morecambe 
became popular for works outings too, and for what we would today call 
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'corporate hospitality'. In 1887, the Mayor of Bradford, Angus Holden, took 
1,200 Bradford people to Morecambe by train to thank them for entertaining 
over 40,000 of the city's residents during events in Peel Park to celebrate 
Queen Victoria's jubilee. All apparently went well at the resort's 'Summer 
Gardens', and as a result the Mayor arranged for a similar outing for 1,400 of 
his workpeople the following week. On this occasion, however, for some 
reason the carriage carrying the foremen and overlookers ended up in a 
siding at Shipley station, and the remainder of the workforce continued to 
Morecambe, where, un-shepherded, they dispersed to a variety of 
entertainment venues instead of the intended Summer Gardens! 

In 1889, the new resort finally adopted the name 'Morecambe' instead 
of the earlier 'Poulton-le-Sands'. Two examples show just how popular the 
resort had become by the 1890s. At Whitsuntide 1894, 5,505 people arrived by 
train from Bradford, which accounted for more than half the number of 
visitors. On another occasion that same year, 7,000 cyclists arrived on the 
Leeds and Bradford Cycle Rally. 

As time went on, more and more people found that Morecambe was 
also a fashionable place to set up home, and many wealthy Bradford 
businessmen soon began to take up residence beside the sea. The Midland 
Railway later introduced a special train service variously known as the 
'Leeds, Bradford and Morecambe Residential Express' or the 'Leeds, Bradford 
& Morecambe Working Man's Residential Express', which enabled 
businessmen to commute to Bradford. Leaving Morecambe at around 740am, 
it reached Bradford at 915am, and made the return journey from Bradford at 
510pm, arriving in Morecambe at 650pm. Although the service lost its name 
around 1912, it remained popular with businessmen and for a time in the 
1920s and 1930s included a special 'Club Car' carriage for privileged users. By 
the late 1950s, the train was reduced to just four carriages; presumably as the 
number of users had declined through retirement and the new breed of 
businessmen had found other places to live. 

These new Morecambe residents had time on their hands at the 
weekend and became involved in establishing better sports and recreational 
facilities in the resort. It is reported that the Heysham Golf Club was 
established following a meeting at Bradford's Midland Hotel on February 
2,1910. This meeting followed two earlier sessions held in the resort at which 
a number of wealthy Bradford merchants living in the Sandylands area of 
Morecambe had expressed their wish to see a golf course opened in the area. 
The first president of the Club was Sir James Hill of the well-known Bradford 
firm of wool merchants. The course was laid out on land parallel to Heysham 
Road, which was later acquired for housing and resulted in the Club moving 
to Heysham. At its new location at Trumacar Farm, the temporary clubhouse 
was replaced in 1936 and was sold to Bradford Health Committee. 

The resort's location on Morecambe Bay had led to the formation in 
1907 of the Morecambe Cross Bay Swim Association, and from then on it 
became an annual tradition to attempt the ten-mile crossing to Grange-over-
Sands. In 1960, the female winner of this challenge was Bradford girl Dorothy 
May Perkins, an eighteen year old from Great Horton. She went on to even 
greater things the following year by becoming Bradford's first cross-channel 
swimmer. Sadly, Dorothy died suddenly in June 2004 at the age of 62 whilst 
visiting the Morecambe area. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, long-distance walking was a popular 
sport, and the Bradford to Morecambe Road Walk Championship had the 



distinction of being the longest event in England, attracting thousands of 
spectators along the route. First held in September 1923, its 55 participants set 
off from the Turf Tavern on Manningham Lane for the gruelling 64 mile walk 
to the seaside. The winner was Frank Holt, known locally as 'Bradford's 
walking postman'. The following year the route was reversed with walkers 
leaving Morecambe's Central Pier for Bradford, and once again Frank Holt 
was the winner. The 1925 walk was the last of these lengthy events, due in 
part to increasing traffic problems! It is interesting to note that the Rotary 
Club of Bradford provided the team trophy, whilst Victor Waddilove, who 
served for many years on Shipley Council, donated a perpetual trophy 
awarded to the individual winner. 

Bradford has strong links with Morecambe in the field of children's 
charity work, and two institutions were once well known in the city - the 
Craig Convalescent Home and the Cinderella Club Home. The older of the 
two homes was the Craig Convalescent Home, which takes its name from 
Thomas Craig (1818-1904). Although born near Paisley in Scotland, Craig later 
worked for Isaac Holden in France before moving to Bradford when the firm 
of Isaac Holden & Sons was established in 1958 and further premises were 
opened in Thornton Road in 1864. Craig later became a director of the 
company and also had a home on Sandylands in Morecambe. A year before 
his death, he donated this house to the Board of the Bradford Royal Infirmary 
lobe run as a home for children recovering from accident or illness. He is 
known to have supported many Bradford charities during his time in 
Bradford but always shunned publicity, so the full extent of his generosity 
may never be known. 

By the early 1930s, the home was in need of essential maintenance, and 
being a listed building it was considered to be too expensive to pursue, so the 
decision was taken to move to new premises. A replacement home was 
opened in 1933 on Prince's Crescent at Bare, which). B. Priestley formally 
opened the following year. The home finally closed during the summer of 
1997, and it is estimated that around 18,000 Bradford children benefited from 
holidays there over the years. 

The Cinderella Home is perhaps better known than the Craig. The 
Bradford Cinderella Club was set up in January 1890 "to provide food, 
clothing and amusement for the children of the very poor". For some years its 
activities were concentrated within Bradford, but early in the twentieth 
century it was decided to expand into the provision of seaside holidays. The 
home was set up with a legacy of £150 from the late George Ambler, plus a 
donation of a further £150 from Messrs. Jeremiah Ambler & Sons, worsted 
spinners of Midland Mills, Valley Road, Bradford. Land was obtained at Hest 
Bank about three miles north east along the coast, and the premises were 
constructed out of a converted shed. The first President was Alfred James 
Boyle (1850-1907), who had moved from his native York to become a 
schoolteacher in Bradford where he taught at Listerhills, Bradford Moor and 
Lilycroft schools. The Mayor of Bradford, Sir William Priestley, opened the 
home on July 29,1905, and it was initially known as the 'Ambler Home' in 
recognition of its financial benefactors. Each week 36 children arrived at the 
home by train from Bradford, boys one week alternating with girls the next. 
On arrival, each girl was lent a print overall and a red knitted cap whilst the 
boys received a blue jersey and cap. Each child was also given a bath and was 



checked over by a doctor, which was probably not part of the holiday fun 
they were expecting! 

Figure 2: Cinderella Home, Hest Bank 

In March 1907 the home was wrecked by a storm, but was rebuilt and later 
replaced by a new building, which opened in March 1914 (Figure 2). During 
the Second World War, the home was open all the year round as a centre for 
evacuated children. Following further storm damage in November 1977, it 
was decided that the home could no longer be maintained and it was sold in 
1981 to keep the Cinderella Club solvent. Over the years it is estimated that 
more than 36,000 Bradford children visited the home thus ensuring that 
Morecambe brought back happy memories for future generations of 
Bradfordians. 

The West Riding Girls' Friendly Society also maintained a home in 
Morecambe. This was situated at Bare and had been opened in August 1900 
by the wife of the Archbishop of York. The South Bradford Branch of the 
Society provided some of the furniture, whilst a Bradford gentleman who 
preferred to remain anonymous provided furniture from a Scottish shooting 
lodge. Perhaps this was also the work of Thomas Craig. 
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Figure 3: Central Pier 

In the world of entertainment, one of the best-known names in 
Morecambe for many years was that of Ernest Binns. Born in Bradford in 
1887, Binns began his theatrical career taking part in concerts at the Salem 
Chapel School Room in Queens Road in 1908 and later as a member of the 
'Manningham Imperials'. He left Bradford in 1914 and moved to Morecambe 
where he became manager, producer and director of the 'Wavelets Concert 
Party' at the Harbour Pavilion the following year. This was only to last for a 
short while for he joined the army in 1916 and returned to Bradford when the 
war ended. Here he opened the Arcadian Pavilion at Lidget Green, which he 
developed into one of the most popular venues for light entertainment in the 
West Riding. Returning to Morecambe, he made his first stage appearance 
there at the old Queens Theatre in 1922. He also became proprietor of 
Morecambe's Arcadian Pavilion. When this closed, he moved to the Central 
Pier where he remained for almost twelve years until fire destroyed the pier 
in 1933 (Figure 3). Some years later he became manager of the new Empire 
and Arcadian complex owned by another Bradfordian, Frank Obank, whom 
we shall come across again shortly. Two of the stars discovered and promoted 
by Birms were Max Miller and Albert Medley, who both went on to become 
household names on radio and television. Binns was certainly a busy man, for 
in addition to his work in Morecambe and Bradford, he also staged summer 
shows at Skegness, Colwyn Bay, Southport, Cleveleys, St. Anne's, Fleetwood 
and Reclean He died in August 1952 at the age of 65. 

Although born in Liverpool, Albert Medley later attended school in 
Ilkley and his first job on leaving school was as a porter at Bradford's Forster 
Square Station. During the General Strike of 1926, he decided to seek his 
fortune as a comedian in the local clubs, and once established as an 
entertainer he moved to Morecambe where he lived for forty years. In 
recognition of his services to entertainment in the resort, he was made a 
Freeman of the town in 1972. He died at the age of 77 in February 1979 and 
was cremated at Morecambe Crematorium. 
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Figure 4: Winter Gardens, Morecambe 

Frank Obank's primary interest was in the actual entertainment 
venues. He was bom in 1893 though little is known about his life until middle 
age. He was certainly established in business as a builder and contractor in 
Idle by the 1920s, and is also reputed to have run a successful coal business in 
Heysham. He later became one of a number of people involved in the 
conversion of the 3,000 capacity Winter Gardens Theatre into a cinema in 1933 
(Figure 4). He then turned his attention to Morecambe's Alhambra Theatre, 
which became the Astoria Cinema for a while. His next project saw the setting 
up of 'The Obank Syndicate' to build and promote the new Empire complex 
on the Promenade, which was developed in stages: the Empire Theatre 
opened in July 1938, then came the Arcadian in 1939, and the whole scheme 
was completed with the opening of the Floral Hall and a shopping arcade in 
July 1940. It is interesting to speculate what other venues would have 
emerged in Morecambe, but sadly Obank died suddenly of a chill at the age 
of 50 in 1943. The Empire was demolished around 1993 to make way for a 
supermarket access road. 

A further Bradford connection with the Morecambe entertainment 
scene involved Henry Hibbert of 'Hibbert's Pictures of Bradford'. His firm 
was engaged in supplying films to early cinemas, one of which was 
Morecambe's Warwick Pavilion, said to have been the first purpose-built 
cinema in Britain when it opened in 1898. Walter Howson, a former resident 
of Little Horton who had moved to Morecambe in 1910, purchased the 
Warwick in 1913. He re-named it the 'Whitehall Picture House'. Following 
damage by fire in June 1922, it was re-opened by a company called 'North 
Lancashire Electric Theatres Ltd.', in which Hibbert had a financial interest. 
Three years before his death in 1924, Henry Hibbert left Bradford and moved 
to London and became the cinema industry's first millionaire. 
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Very little is known about W. Lupton Brooks, organist and musician at 
the Shipley Concert Party Pavilion who is known to have worked on 
Morecambe's West End Pier for several seasons. 

Closely linked with entertainment is the hospitality industry that is big 
business today. For many years, Morecambe's prestigious Midland Hotel 
hosted an annual dinner for around five hundred Bradfordians living in the 
town. 

Figure 5: Promenade Station 

Perhaps not surprisingly, the Bradford building trade also benefited 
from the city's association with Morecambe. The new Promenade Railway 
Station, which opened in 1907, was the work of Coates, Murgatroyd & Sons of 
Hall Ings (Figure 5). This building still stands although a new station was 
opened a little way inland some years ago, and the former station now houses 
the resort's Tourist Information Centre as well as 'The Platform Music & 
Community Arts Centre', which opened in December 1997. And in 1932, the 
Bradford Building Society financed a small private housing estate in 
Heysham. 

People in other walks of life have had a connection with Morecambe 
over the years. Former Bradford resident Elizabeth Astbury at one time held 
the distinction of being Morecambe's oldest female resident when she died in 
August 1935 at the age of 95. She had spent the last 38 years of her life in the 
resort and took her annual holiday in Bradford each year. Where else? 
In the field of education, Henry Goudie, who was headmaster at Belle Vue 
Boys' Grammar School between 1947 and 1951, moved to a similar post at 
Morecambe Grammar School where he remained until 1970. 

Whilst many Bradfordians in Morecambe were associated with good 
works, some unfortunately seemed to gain notoriety in a different way. A 
well-known Bradford man, Mr. William Stokes, was drowned just twenty 
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yards from the shore whilst taking the waters in 1875. An octogenarian 
Bradford mill-owner was involved in an unfortunate road traffic accident on 
the Promenade one day in 1908 when he accidentally ran over a perambulator 
whilst driving at a modest 2mph. When the case reached court, it was 
dismissed by the judge who told the mother she should have been more 
careful and looked where she was going! Perhaps the judge was more 
anxious not to offend the wealthy Bradfordians who were an obvious source 
of investment in the town. Ironically, it does not seem to have been reported 
what happened to the occupant of the perambulator! Also gaining press 
coverage was the case of a Mrs Trees, a Bradford prostitute who was fined £20 
for running a brothel in Morecambe in 1912. 

Over the years, events in Morecambe have always been well reported 
in Bradford newspapers. The annual switching on of the illuminations always 
received a lengthy report, and in the resort's heyday, the Telegraph & Argus 
frequently featured a 'Morecambe Diary' column which reported on all the 
latest developments in the resort. 

Bradford's civic leaders were often invited to attend functions in 
Morecambe, such as the laying of the foundation stone for the new Town Hall 
in 1931 and its subsequent opening. The city of Bradford was always keen to 
help Morecambe when the need arose and when Morecambe received 
Borough status in June 1902, the Bradford police force supplied eight officers 
to assist with the organisation of a two-mile civic procession around the town. 

Let us end on a lighter note with the apocryphal story of the elderly 
couple from Manningham who had not been able to afford a holiday for 
many years. Instead they were content to spend their afternoons in 
Manningham Park. Eventually they managed to save up enough money to 
have a week at Morecambe. Whilst on the Promenade one day they saw a 
'mystery tour' advertised by a local charabanc firm and decided to have a day 
out. They were less than pleased when they reached their destination - you've 
guessed it - Manningham Park! 
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THE SPY TOWER AT FAGLEY 

By Frank Dickinson 

Fagley Tower 

What time the glad sunbeam 
hails mom's dawning light 

or falls lengthening shadows at Even's silent hour 
through Summer's noontide and through darkening night, 

in solitude, stands a memorial tower. 

It lacks architectural beauty and style; 
alone in its crudeness and simple design, 

the careless pass by and may wonder awhile, 
but grasp not the meaning its memories entwine. 

In days long ago when the whole countryside 
of fair Fagley could boast of more prosperous days, 

then its rich verdant pastures were viewed far and wide 
Matin and Evensong echoed its praise. 

Mid those homesteads of peace, each one acting a part 
dwelt a family withholding neither good gift nor deed, 

upright in their dealing and honest of heart, 
ever holding the poor in their hours of need. 

And in memory of those held in love and esteem, 
was raised Fagley Tower by a generous hand, 

an example to all as they pass down life's stream, 
to thus bear a good name in our honoured land. 

Anon 

Local historians and others with poetic ambitions often write about 
such bygone places as Moorside, an area which many people in Eccleshill still 
remember. Many of the outlying stretches of Bradford, including Bradford 
Moor, Laisterdyke, Low Moor and Moorhead above Shipley, possess an area 
called Moorside, but the moor in Eccleshill was part of the greater tract which 
ranged from South Bradford almost to the Trough of Bowland in Lancashire. 
Now all but vanished, except for fragments within preserved parkland and 
rough areas like the space behind a row of shops in Stoney Lane, Eccleshill 
Recreation Ground is the last conserved piece of Eccleshill Moor to survive 
the enclosures. Place names can often supply relevant information to those 
who want to know where fragments of the lost moor may still be found, and 
what telltale signs to look for. 
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Figure 1: 1900 OS map of Moor Side 

The lower edges of the moor usually gave way to woodland and 
meadows, where villages, hamlets and farmsteads were settled. Lower and 
Upper Fagley, sometimes spoken of collectively as Fagley Woodbottom, were 
two such agricultural hamlets, and a mile up the hill, towards Undercliffe, 
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was the main village of Fagley. Roughly halfway between Fagley 
Woodbottom and urban Fagley was the Spy Tower. Nearby was Fagley 
House, the home of the Farrar family during the seventeenth century. 
Sometimes broken strands of history leave us with feelings of great 
frustration. All communities have their legends of people and places, the 
origins of which are obscure, yet these stories contain significances that are 
temporarily lost to us. 

Much of my life was spent in the area of Eccleshill Moor, an area of 
land much altered by the urban blanket thrown across it, yet here and there 
remained characteristics of how the area used to be. The 'moor' that I best 
remember stretched from Eccleshill Stone Hall opposite the Mechanics' 
Institute all the way to Gain Lane End at Fagley and Bradford Moor, an area 
of housing and industry. Much of this urbanised area remained green and 
sufficiently rural to provide me with lasting memories. Now even the 
fragments that remained until the 1950s have almost vanished, and today's 
children never knew Eccleshill Moor. 

Figure 2: Fagley Lane (Photo: Irene Carrington) 

Most villages, even those that are now suburbs of larger cities or 
towns, can gather together in records and folklore a number of strange or 
legendary edifices peculiar to that particular place. Eccleshill can boast the 
Monkey Bridge, the Wart Stone, Lock-Up Hill, the Holy Well, and others. 
Most intriguing of them all is the Fagley Spy Tower. As a 'Moorsider', I knew 
where the remains were. The fields around the remaining piles of stone 
rubble were known as 'Spire Fields', a title which we never questioned. Place 
name research and the study of local history was never a priority of youth, 
but it was a well-known fact that the fields around the site of the vanished 
tower were to be avoided, especially at dusk. There were no proven facts to 
go on, no recorded ghost as such, but there was something eerie about the site 
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of the tumbled stones and the flagged winding path nearby. And it was 
always Spy Tower in Spire Fields, never the other way round. We never 
wondered why the two words, though similar, were used to describe a tract 
of land that once contained a folly and a field with a paved way that gave rise 
to a legend. 

William Cudworth, an observer of times past and faithful recorder of 
historical fact, wrote in 1876: 

At the South-East corner of Eccleshill Moor is the hamlet 
of Fagley. Hereabouts is an Octagonal Tower or 
Observatory two storeys high, which bears the following 
inscription: 

NOT FOR ANY MERIT. PURE, SINCERE LOVE 
AND ESTEEM CAUSED THIS TOWER TO BE ERECTED 
TO PERPETUATE TO ENDLESS 
AGES THE MEMORY OF SUSAN, JOSEPH, 
JOHN AND SAMUEL JOBSON - UPRIGHT, 
HONEST PERSONS 

ERECTED BY BENJAMIN FARRAR, 1828 

Cudworth, a meticulous chronicler, tells us that Benjamin Farrar lived 
at Fagley House. He was a wool merchant of a remarkably 'saving turn', who 
erected the stone tower in memory of the Jobson family. This was his way of 
showing his gratitude for the 'fortune' they left him. Unfortunately, 
Cudworth, usually so precise in his research, fails to tell us who the Jobsons 
were, or why they presented Benjamin Farrar with a fortune. Ideas and 
speculations abound - skeletons in family cupboards, perhaps! - but modern 
research indicates that sometime before 1751, a Henry Farrar married 
Susannah Jobson, sister of John, yeoman of Eccleshill. So here is probably the 
clue that is required, and further research by a local history group continues. 

Benjamin Farrar died in 1838 and the estate passed to his nephew John, 
who enlarged it during the enclosure of Eccleshill Moor in 1844. Next in line 
was another Benjamin, son of John. In 1860, this second Benjamin was said to 
be 'of Smithville', but research in records, maps and gazetteers has failed to 
establish where 'Smithville' was, or whether the name indicated a dwelling, 
hamlet or an area. Rumour had it that 'Smithville' was in fact a large 
homestead to be found near to Stone Hall on Moorside Lane, Eccleshill. This 
was eventually found to be correct, and the house is thought to exist today, 
albeit with a different name. Moorside Lane was the local colloquialism for 
Moorside Road, the title by which this ancient way is usually known. 

A contemporary public announcement from the 1860s reads: 

Her Majesty has been pleased to accept the services 
of a sub-division of Rifle Volunteers for Eccleshill - the 
24' in the West Riding of Yorkshire. Benjamin Farrar of 
'Smithville' to be Lieutenant. 

Research by local military historian James Walsh records that 'The 
Eccleshill Rifles', along with other county units, eventually became part of the 
newly formed West Yorkshire Regiment. Benjamin also maintained social 
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contact with the village of Eccleshill, and on April 11, 1862, he attended the 
Annual Dinner of the Conservative Society held at the Hare and Hounds Inn 
near to Undercliffe. Later, on February 2, 1865, Benjamin Farrar - now 
described as Captain Farrar, late of Fagley House - presided at the 
Tradesman's Annual Dinner that took place at the White Hart by the 'Monkey 
Bridge' in Eccleshill. 

Captain Farrar, of the Eccleshill Rifles, died suddenly during August 
1868, while competing in the annual rifle shooting championships being held 
at Wimbledon. As a military man, it was perhaps fitting that he should pass 
away at such a function. Details of the actual circumstances concerning the 
demise of Benjamin are vague, though he is buried in Undercliffe Cemetery. 
Like the legendary Tower built by his ancestor, details of the Farrar family 
exist only fragmentarily in records and obscure documentation, or in tales 
handed down from local and family historians. 

Figure 3: Fagley House, 1923 (Kathleen Green Collection) 

Modern day descendants of the Farrars of Fagley House and Smithville 
are scattered far and wide. Contact has been made with Farrars resident in 
Australia and parts of northern England, but their knowledge is minimal. 
Enquiries were made via a Bradford newspaper dated sometime in 1989, and 
a reply was received from a Dr. Owens living in Thirsk, a great-great 
grandson of Benjamin Farrar of Fagley House who died in 1833, aged 72. This 
date is in variance with the one supplied by William Cudworth who quotes 
1838, but an interesting fact emerged from the letter written by Dr. Owens, 
naming Susannah Jobson as the mother of Benjamin senior. This seems lobe 
the Susannah named on the plate that adorned the Spy Tower, and goes 
someway to explaining why the second Benjamin showed his gratitude in 
such a unique way to the Jobson family. 
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Figure 4: Spy Tower, Fagley 1905 (Graham Hall Archive) 

Items of relevant local interest relating to Fagley Spy Tower have been 
aired occasionally in the pages of the Bradford Telegraph and Argus. The late 
Peter Holdsworth, a journalist with the newspaper, devoted himself to 
researching the history of the structure. His interest was intense, and he 
'tapped' into the memories of people who remembered the Spy Tower. A 
1979 query from a Shipley man that appeared in the feature 'Topics Tonight' 
was accompanied by an old photograph of a castellated building resembling a 
tower. The writer's mother, Mrs Woodall, remembered as a child in the 1880s 
walking past a curious old tower in fields near to Moorside Lane. This 
photograph, reproduced in the newspaper, is the only one I have seen that 
shows the tower in its original condition, the castellated 'battlement' being 
clearly obvious. Prompted by this, another reader sent memories and a 
photograph of the tower's crumbling stonework. Further responses came 
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thick and fast, one referring to a 'haunted castle' with a winding staircase, and 
more photographs were published. Eventually the 'Topics' column in the 
Telegraph and Argus printed the following information for the interest of 
their readers: 

The Tower was known locally as the "Spy Tower". 
Octagonal in shape it was two storeys high and built of 
stone and surrounded by green and verdant pastures. 
Standing on the South-East corner of Eccleshill Moor 
at the Fagley End of Moorside Road, St. Clare's Roman 
Catholic Church and playing fields now cover the site. 

Some of the fields were leased - by Benjamin Farrar - 
to Mr Thomas Milner, a nurseryman and gardener, and 
were known locally and in trade directories as Kelvin 
Grove Nurseries, "specialising particularly in lupins". 

The metal plaque formerly affixed to the lower front wall of the Tower 
was seen by local historian Mr Alfred Robinson back in the 1930s leaning 
against the wall of a stonecutting shed at the bottom of a quarry adjacent to 
Fagley Lane. Other readers added the weight of their memory to the wealth of 
interest in the mystery lower. A reader from Undercliffe, then in her eighties, 
remembered the night the tower collapsed during a severe storm. Other 
people mentioned the fear that they fell as youngsters, hurrying past a place 
they believed to be haunted. Mrs Kathleen Green, a former resident of Fagley 
House, described the Tower as she recalled it from her childhood days: 

There was a ledge about head high that ran all around 
the tower between the wider base and the upper part, 
and we would dare each other to see who would climb 
up and walk around it. I don't ever remember seeing the 
tower with a completed roof. It is a great pity that the 
tower wasn't preserved because it was a favourite picnic 
spot. A paved path began at a gale in Fagley Lane near 
to the tower and went through the fields to Cherry Tree 
Farm. 

Research and local memories indicate that the old Spy Tower collapsed 
in 1928 following a period of severe storms, but for years piles of large stones 
marked the site of the singular tower erected ' To perpetuate to endless ages'. 

-28-



Figure 5: Spy Tower, Fagley 1908 (Graham Hall Archive) 

I clearly remember the tumbled stones that lay all higgledy-piggledy in 
Spire Fields, and I knew the path mentioned by Mrs Green that snaked away 
towards the farm, passing near to the site of the tower. At dusk sometimes, 
some of us would for a 'duff' dash one by one along the path, eventually 
emerging at the stone stile opposite the farm, breathless and thankful. The 
first section of the path was stonewalled, but nearer the site of the tower and 
beyond were hawthorn bushes that probably gave rise to the local nickname 
of Bread and Cheese Lane. Another name for the ghostly path was Goose 
Lane. 

All obvious traces of the Spy Tower have vanished, along with most of 
the green fields that surrounded the monument. Yet a modern legend insists 
that a large stone from the tower is built into a boundary wall near to St. 
Clare's Church, and the metal plate that told the old story is probably deep 
beneath Radfield Quarry, the one adjacent to Fagley Lane and Radfield 
House, where the quarry manager lived. Radfield was the deepest of all the 
Fagley quarries, but was filled in and levelled long ago. Even so, we must 
keep searching - the inscribed plate may be lying in someone's back garden! 

Finally, a thought that intrigues: why did Benjamin Farrar choose that 
particular design for his mysterious tower? Alternatively known as a folly or 
observation tower, the most complete photograph available shows a sort of 
watchtower of the type so prominent on the Scottish Marches, Pele Towers to 
be exact. Norton Tower, of Mary Queen of Scots fame, is a hilltop ruin that 
overlooks the Skipton to Grassington road above Rylstone. With all its 
romanticism, this broken monument is perhaps the most southerly of the Pele 
Towers that controlled the border regions pre-1704. Maybe the first Benjamin 
had an idea in mind to copy the towers he must have seen during his 
extensive travels in the North Country - often on foot - and this prompted 
him to erect a pseudo-watchtower as a symbol of security and stability for the 
Farrar clan and their lands. 

The Farrars and their green meadows are all gone now. Cherry Tree 
Farm, a listed building, is derelict and awaits demolition. Throstle Nest Farm 
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down the lane is thankfully now a riding school. The fields that lie between 
the new housing estate and the ancient and once important packhorse route 
called Green Lane are also threatened with redevelopment. The Fagley Spy 
Tower remains as a mystery in local folklore. Many people, for over a century, 
remembered its existence, but no documentation has emerged about who 
manually built the tower. Fagley House was demolished some years ago, and 
the surrounding area is now heavily urbanised. The former home of the 
Farrar family was occupied over the years by a succession of professional 
people and their families, until finally used as a convent attached to nearby St. 
Clare's Catholic Church. 

Sources 

William Cudworth, Round About Bradford (1876) 
Bradford Telegraph and Argus, 1955 and 1979 
Joseph Fieldhouse and Dr. Ian Strang, former and current presidents of 
Eccleshill Local History Group 
The Graham Hall Archives 

THE WART-STONE BY THE POTTERY: 
AN ECCLESHILL LEGEND 

By Frank Dickinson 

Until the 1960s, a roughly triangular-shaped piece of wasteland could 
be seen at the intersection of three roads. Fully modernised now, these ancient 
trade routes evolved from poorly surfaced tracks used by packhorse trains 
and foot passengers as they made their way across the moor towards the 
township of Eccleshill. These tracks became Undercliffe Road, Leeds Road 
(Pottery Lane) and Bolton Road (Eccleshill Lane). A fourth, smaller, track, 
northerly aligned and more of a footpath, crossed Holy Acres by Gatehouse 
Farm to connect with Highfield Lane, Greenfield Lane and Crooked Lane, 
before fording the River Aire at Buck Mill near Thackley Bottom, and then 
climbing steeply onto Baildon Moor as Langley Lane. 

Within this rugged embrace, a windswept reminder of Eccleshill Moor 
survived for over a hundred years following the 1848 Enclosure Acts. 
Tumbled stone walls were its boundaries and once over these, the local lads 
could lose themselves in an untamed paradise. Nettles, heather, bramble and 
woodbine grew in abundance among the tussocks of couch-grasses. In one 
corner lay a marsh that filled up in winter. Here were toads that seemed as 
old and withered as the walls. And tranquil in deep mid-summer grew 
harebells, cranesbill and cotton grass - a Tom Tiddler's ground that was a 
micro-moor - and near to the tiny marsh stood the mysterious stone called the 
'wart-stone'. 

Reginald Baines, local historian and cycle manufacturer, includes hen-
runs in his rough map of the triangular area as it was in 1914. Adjacent, he 
shows the underground tunnel sited beneath Undercliffe Road and Pottery 
Lane in order to connect the work areas to the quarry. 

Witchcraft legends abound in hilltop villages. To visit the area around 
the 'wart-stone' was a challenge in the writer's childhood days. At dusk it 
became a dare to approach the weird stone and youngsters viewed it with 

-30-



some trepidation. An itinerant hawker of wet fish (Fish Jack), caused fear and 
consternation one gloomy autumn evening by discarding his unwanted fish 
heads and bones about the ancient stone. Fish bones apparently glow in 
certain atmospheric conditions, and the subsequent effect gave rise to 
immediate juvenile panic reaction, urging wild thoughts of witch lamps, 
marsh lights, will-o'-the-wisp and the like. 

The stone itself was dark and squat in appearance. Its upper face had 
an indentation that collected rainwater. Daisy chains were draped across it. 
Seashells, shreds of cloth and other votives were placed there, and insertion of 
a wart-afflicted finger into the rain-filled depression would guarantee a swift 
and lasting cure - or so folk believed! 

In reality, the 'wart-stone' was probably the base of a signpost or 
beacon; perhaps the remains of a Monastic Cross. Remember, here there were 
three green tracks forming a crossroads within a lonely stretch of moorland - 

what better place to put a beacon or guidepost? The Dales historian and 
writer Johnnie Gray, alias Harry Speight, comments in 'Walk Number 70' of 
his book Pleasant Walks Around Bradford, published in 1890: 

From the Mechanic's Institute we reach the Manor Pottery. In a 
field to the right is the curious 'Wart-Stone' traditionally 
believed to possess the quality of curing warts by contact with 
collected water. But the cavity that holds the magical drops of 
water has, no doubt, held a lofty flagstaff that would have acted 
as a beacon in olden times, when all around was wild 
unenclosed moorland. 

The logic of Johnnie Gray would seem to be a better argument than 
magic. A similarly named stone was located in Holywell Ash Lane, 
Manningham, a cobbled way that was part of the same packhorse route that 
passed closed by the Eccleshill stone - a trade route in fact that crossed West 
Bradford from Keighley via Toller Lane and Lillycroft. Incidentally, Holywell 
Ash Lane exists as a short steep length of narrow road running alongside 
Bradford City Football Ground at Valley Parade; the stadium itself being built 
on the site of a recorded Holy Well and three sacred ash trees. 

Eccleshill Moor reached for miles in all directions. The position of 
Manor House Pottery would be roughly central. Towards the west, the moor 
scrambled up and out across All Alone and Idle Hill to link up with 
Rombalds Moor. Eastwards the rough lands merged with Bradford, 
Undercliffe and Calverley Moors, all this being open land. At Undercliffe 
crossroads, where today urbanity, commerce and traffic predominates, stood 
a farmstead and a toll bar adjacent to an area of heather and bog land dotted 
with ponds that was part of a vast expanse of primitive wastelands. 

Enclosing modernity and progress, the old haunted triangle can yet be 
traced out and identified. On this 'pagan' land was erected - by public 
subscription - the new Eccleshill Library. Intended as a memorial to local 
soldiers, sailors and airmen who died in the Second World War, the 
meritorious and estimable project injected a new vitality into an ancient area 
of Eccleshill already important to local memory, folklore and heritage. 
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Figure 1 Portrait of Patrick Brontë (Image courtesy of Brontë Parsonage 
Museum) 
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PATRICK BRONTË AS A LOCAL AUTHOR 

By Bob Duckett 

"Go to bed now: I'm busy with a pamphlet here." 
(Charlotte Brontë, Shirley, Chapter 7) 

erelong he came to a decisive rupture with his old Tory friend the Rector. 
They quarrelled at a public meeting, and afterwards exchanged some pungent 

letters in the newspapers." (Shirley, Chapter 10) 

(Note: LI = Leeds frrtettigerrcer; LM = Leeds Mercury. Dates cited in the form 
Day/Month/Year, e.g. 10.1.1834 is it" January 1834) 

To most people the Brontës mean Charlotte, Emily and Ann Brontë; or Jane 
Lyre, Wuthering Heights, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, and maybe Agnes Grey, 
Shirley, Villette and The Professor. But the Brontë literary legacy is not just that 
of the three sisters. Their father, the Reverend Patrick Brontë, achieved a 
measure of local fame as an author in his own right. The sight of his published 
books on the shelves of their home at the Haworth parsonage would 
doubtless have provided inspiration to his children and encouraged them to 
follow his example, while his regular appearance in the local newspapers on 
matters of current interest would mark him out as a local celebrity and 
thinker of substance. (And let us not forget Branwell Brontë, who had 
eighteen poems published in local papers.) 

In his lifetime, Patrick Brontë published at least ten books and 
pamphlets. In addition, he contributed to local magazines and had, as far as 
we know, thirty-four letters published in local newspapers, although the true 
scale of his contributions to the local press has only recently become known.' 
In T. J. Wise's bibliography of the Brontë family, published in 1917, only three 
of Patrick's letters were recorded, and one of these is now regarded as 
doubtful! A few of these letters are short pieces but most are quite lengthy 
and would today be regarded as 'articles' or 'features'. Subjects ranged from 
church matters and politics to health and duelling, all 'hot' topics of the time. 
The growing awareness of the Reverend Brontë's contribution to local debate 
has led to a major re-assessment of his place in local history. Within the 
compass of this short article I will be unable to go into the detail of these 
publications - which has been done by Patrick's biographers - and attempt 
only to draw attention to Patrick's role as a local author.' Until the identity of 
Currer Bell and his 'brothers', Acton and Ellis, were revealed early in the 
1850s, the only Brontë of importance was the Reverend Patrick Brontë and, as 
his published output indicates, he was a significant player in the developing 
intellectual scene of Leeds, Bradford and Keighley. 

Patrick's books and pamphlets were generally printed by local printers 
in small quantities and are now rare. His Cottage Poems recently sold for 
£1,500 'and some of his printed tracts are now lost. Fortunately, local 
antiquarian Joseph Horsfall Turner reprinted the text of those works that 
could be found at the time in his Brontëana: The Rev. Patrick Bronté's Collected 
Works. This was printed by T. Harrison & Sons of Bingley in 1898 and is itself 
now quite scarce. 

Patrick's first work was published when he was a curate at Dewsbury Minster 
in 1810. This was Winter-Evening Thoughts: A Miscellaneous Poem, printed by E. 
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Wailer of Wakefield for Longman, Hurst, Rees & Orme of London and John 
Hurst of Wakefield. The poem was possibly a response to a Day of National 
Humiliation for the war against France, held on 28 February 1810. It was 
published anonymously but a copy given to a close friend bears Patrick's 
inscription, which concludes: 'By P. Brontè. B.A.' The 265-line poem covers 
twenty small (6"." x 33/4") pages. Patrick introduced his poem saying he 
intended it to be followed by others of a similar nature, and that his intention 
was, in the words of Saint Paul, to 'Become all things to all men, that he might 
by all means save some'. He hoped the reader would receive comfort. The 
poem described the sufferings of poor cottagers, an innocent girl seduced in 
youth and reduced to prostitution, and a ship lost at sea with all hands in 
winter storms. The poem includes patriotic references to the war against 
France and the overriding message was that sin was the root of all the 
problems affecting the country. Patrick revised the poem for his second 
publication, Cottage Poems, published the following year. 

It was fashionable at this time for clergy to regard publication as part 
of their ministry, for in this way they could reach a wider audience than just 
those who attended church. It was becoming a trademark of evangelicalism 
for which Dewsbury was a leading centre. Patrick's minister, the Rev. John 
Buckworth, regularly published collections of his sermons, as did other of 
Patrick's peers, though 'publication' is perhaps rather a grand term for what 
was essentially paying a local printer to produce and sell a small number of 
pamphlets. In passing it is worth noting that 'Patrick Brontë came not from a 
cultural desert in deep rural Ireland but from an area of intense literary 
activity which was undergoing a minor intellectual renaissance.' 

Early in 1811, Patrick moved to be curate of St Peter's Church, 
Hartshead-cum-Clifton, and in that year published Cottage Poems, a collection 
of twelve poems 'chiefly designed for the lower classes of society ... and as 
much he well could, has aimed at simplicity, plainness, and perspicuity, both 
in manner and style.' Although printed in 1811, the Irish background of many 
of these poems suggest that they may have been composed some years earlier, 
perhaps even before he left Ireland in 1802. Cottage Poems was printed and 
sold by P. K. Hoiden of Halifax 'for the Author'. Issued in blue-grey paper 
covers, 6" x 4" in size, the 136-page book was priced at 3s. 6d (Figure 2). 

The collection opens with an 'Epistle to the Rev. J. B., [Patrick's vicar, 
John Buckworth] whilst journeying for the recovery of his health'. At the 
conclusion to the poem religion: 

Brightens our prospect, proves our stay, 
December turns to smiting May; 
Conveys to us that peaceful shore, 
By raging billows Iash'd no more, 
Where endless happiness remains 
And one eternal Summer reigns. 

Another poem that had a personal motive was to a friend from Patrick's days 
in Wellington, Joshua Gilpin, who had published a new edition of Bunyan's 
Pilgrim's Progress. Also personal were 'Verses sent to a lady in her birthday', 
the lady in question being Miss Mary Border, with whom Patrick had fallen in 
love when a curate in Wethersfield in Essex. Here, Patrick's dire reminders of 
mortality were hardly what an eighteen-year-old lady would want to hear! 
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But, hark, fair maid! Whate'er they say, 
You're but a breathing mass of clay, 

Fast ripening for the grave. 

CurT tGE I'õt.Ms, 

Figure 2: 
Title page of Cottage Poems (1811) 
Photograph courtesy of 
Brontë Parsonage Museum 

Figure 3: 
Title page of The Rural Minstrel (1813) 
Photograph courtesy of 
Brontë Parsonage Museum 

The 'Winter-Night Meditation' has already been mentioned. Five poems focus 
on the honest peasants living in their humble cottages: 'The Happy 
Cottagers', 'The Irish Cabin', 'The Cottage Maid', 'The Cottager's Hymn' and 
'Epistle to the Labouring Poor', The verse on the title page sets the theme: 

All you who turn the sturdy soil, 
Or ply the loom with daily toil, 
And lowly on, through life turmoil for scanty fare: 
Attend, and gather richest spoil 
To sooth your cure. 

As Juliet Barker wryly remarks: 'The highly sanitized descriptions of cottage 
life with its cheerful but welcoming cottagers who, though poor, are 
contented with their lot because they look to a better future in heaven, 
obviously bore little relation to the misery, poverty and disease of the 
labouring poor in Patrick's parish which was about to explode in the violence 
of the Luddite riots.' It is worth recalling, though, that according the W. W. 
Yates, editor of the Dewsbury Reporter and author of The Father of the Brontës 
(1897), writing of Patrick's time in the Dewsbury area in 1810, 'He also liked 
to hold cottage meetings ... and [when] dropping in at this or that cottage the 
words from one of the dwellers to her neighbours: "Mr. Brontë inhere," 
would bring many into the kitchen, or 'house', ... and then would follow an 
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earnest prayer meeting.' Even after his move to Haworth in 1820, Patrick 
continued to hold 'Cottage Meetings'? Interesting is his 'Epistle to a Young 
Clergyman' which probably reflects Brontë's own high ideals. Finally, 'The 
Rainbow' is a sign from God that the Deluge will not return, and 'The Spider 
and the Fly' warns that pleasure-seekers should take heed of the 'silly fly'. 

Few people have found much to commend about Patrick's poetry, 
except his sincerity. '[T]hey are very bad indeed,' wrote Lock and Dixon in 
their generally supportive biography of Patrick (p.55). And while biographer 
C. K. Shorter wrote in 1908 that: '... one of the strongest lines in Jane Eyre - "To 
the finest fibre of my nature, sir." - is culled from Mr. Brontë's verse' he then 
adds, damningly, that 'It is the one line that will live.' 8But if Patrick did not 
have the talent for poetry that his daughters had, it was, as Barker remarks 
'no worse than most clerical productions of the time.' (p. 42) Yet he was able, 
as he intended, to communicate to the poorly literate - as most of his 
parishioners were. In the words of William Newsom in his The Poets of 
Yorkshire (1845), 'His poems present pious sentiments in a plain garb.' Patrick 
could, though, write humorously, as witness his poetic 'letter' of 1811 from 
'Tweed the dog to his mistress', the wife of Rev. Buckworth, his former 
landlady, or his skit on the Rev. Nicholls' attempt to stop women putting their 
washing on the gravestones in the churchyard, entitled 'Church Reform'! 
These were unpublished, but two poems that were later published (in the Leeds 
Intelligencer) are 'Ode to that Unruly Member - The Tongue', an impressive 
eleven-verse skit of six lines each on the loquacity of Daniel O'Connell, an 
opponent of church tithes, which draws on the tale of a man who arranged an 
expensive cure for his wife's dumbness, only to be driven mad by her 
continual nagging! (21.1.1837), and, more serious, 'A Christmas Hymn' 
(22.12.1849). 

It is to the printer of Cottage Poems, Holden of Halifax, that we owe the 
Brontë diaeresis, the two little dots over the letter 'e'. Patrick himself was 
quite inconsistent in how he spelt his name and often used an acute accent or 
a variety of dashes, or even left the final letter without any mark. Quite why 
the diaeresis was chosen in not known - a printer's error and limited type face 
have both been claimed - but the printed form 'Brontë' was now established, 
to be cursed by typists and keyboarders ever since! 

Cottage Poems was followed in 1813 by The Rural Minstrel: A Miscellany 
of Descriptive Poems. The collection was also printed and sold for the author by 
Holden of Halifax. It contained 108 pages, measured 7"x 4", and sold for 3s 
(Figure 3). This little book contained eleven poems, and again are didactic 
homilies, but the book has a unity the earlier one lacked; the message is clear 
and the poetry more subtle. Thus in calling us to prayer, 'The Sabbath Bell' 
gives a warning that time is on the wing: the very tombstones in the 
graveyard as we approach the church tell us there is little time to repent, and 
'Extemporary Verses' gives a description of 'chaste simplicity' and quietude 
of the old vicarage at Dewsbury. 
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Two poems are more personal: a lyrical description of 'Kirkstall 
Abbey', and 'Lines addressed to a lady on her birthday'. The 'lady' was 
Patrick's wife Maria, whom he had married the previous year. Much of their 
courting took place in the vicinity of Kirkstall Abbey. We give just one quote: 

The smile of spring, the fragrant summer's breeze, 
The fields of autumn and the naked trees, 
Hoarse, braying through the stern winter's doubling storms; 
E'en rural scenery, in all its forms, 
When pure religion rules the feeling heart, 
Compose the soul, and sweetest joys impart. 

In addition to publishing poems of a moral nature, another method of 
spreading the Christian message was through what we would now call 
'church magazines'. Patrick contributed material to two of these. One was the 
Cottage Magazine; or, Plain Christians' Library, founded by John Buckworth in 
January 1812. The magazine had a successful run for many years. The first 
volume was printed by Baines of Leeds, but the rest by Thomas lnkersley of 
Bridge Street, Bradford. In the first volume of his Cottage Magazine, Buckworth 
printed extracts from Patrick's Cottage Poems, together with a collection of 
articles under the pseudonym 'A Cottage Writer', believed lobe Patrick. 
These included 'Moses Humble', 'Abraham Faithful', 'Nathaniel Upright' and 
'A Dream'. In the following year appeared 'Hints for Cottage Writers' and 
'The Faithful Pastor'. The latter is particularly interesting as the author writes 
personally of the turning point in his own religious experiences, from 
'formalism' to 'evangelicalism'. 

The second magazine was The Pastoral Visitor, a magazine edited by 
Patrick's close friend, the Rev. William Morgan, Minister of Bradford's new 
Christ Church at the top of Darley Street. Inkersley, who was also Treasurer of 
Christ Church, was printer of this little magazine too. Issued monthly from 
January 1815, it sold for one penny in its first year with the profits used for 
distributing Common Prayer Books and selections of psalms and anthems at 
reduced prices among the poor who attended divine service at Christ Church. 
Once again we see the missionary motive at work. Wrote Morgan in the first 
issue: 

The Pastoral Visitor was first designed for the inhabitants of Bradford 
[sincel it was impossible for the Curate of the Parish to visit every one 
personally, this Tract was therefore designed as an Assistant or Substitute 
for him in that important part of his duties. It is hoped that a wider 
circulation of it will not be deemed intrusive, but that it will be calculated 
to do good wherever it may be read. 

Initially, most of the content seems to have been Morgan's. This 
included a series of homilies with the title 'On Conversion'. The first three 
were published anonymously, probably by Morgan, but the last three (in July, 
September and October 1815) were by 'P.B.'. Morgan was notoriously 
verbose: reporters, who generally gave full reports at this time, soon learnt to 
abbreviate his speeches (e.g. 'Rev. William Morgan spoke at considerable 
length', Leeds Intelligencer, 12 March 1836), and Charlotte Brontë called him 
'Windy Morgan'. Juliet Barker suggests that Patrick realised Morgan's 
verbosity was doing nobody any favours and thus offered to take on the 
series: 

-37-



To the Editor of the Pastoral Visitor. Rev. Sir, Should you judge the 
following to be a just representation of the views and feelings of any 
awakened sinner, before he has got proper notions of the all sufficiency 
of Christ; by giving it a place in your useful little work, you may 
benefit some, and will much oblige your obedient servant, P.B. 

Conversion was a key issue for the Evangelicals, yet there was much 
confusion as to the nature of conversion: was it gradual or was it sudden? 
Could it be mistaken? The topic often features in Patrick's writings. The 
contributions to the Pastoral Visitor were part of this larger debate. Morgan's 
three texts were in the nature of a checklist for the uncertain Christian: a 
guide by which one could judge the nature of his own experience and hence 
the state of his own soul. Patrick took a different approach using the 
imaginative narrative approach of a poet and novelist, rather than a didactic 
one. Patrick's pieces are written in the first person, immediately engaging the 
reader's sympathy by an acknowledgment that he, 100, is sinful, and that he, 
too, has experienced a heartfelt need of conversion. We learn that Patrick has 
coveted that which was not his own, that he has been angry with his brother, 
and even worse. The account is written with dramatic skill. 'What must I do 
to be saved?' he starts, and concludes this first instalment by asking Cod to 
'Enlighten and comfort me by thy Holy Spirit, and show me the way to 
salvation.' In the second part, 'I have been instructed and comforted by the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES ... I am blind and weak ... but ... Already my evil 
propensities and passions begin to lose much of their wicked force ... The 
conflict may be long and severe; but I hope through Christ Jesus to obtain the 
victory and the prize.' Finally, in part three, 'How delightful it is to feel that 
the dominion of sin is destroyed in my soul; that the world has lost its wonted 
power, either to disturb or delight me, and that my conversation, and my 
affection, are in heaven!' 

Unlike some of his fellow Evangelicals who tell of hell-fire and 
damnation (one thinks of the Rev. Brocklehurst of Lowood School in Jane 
Eyre, based on one of Patrick's peers, the Reverend Carus Wilson), Patrick saw 
conversion as a long struggle against sin and temptation. The Christian's life 
was one of constant vigilance, not one of a quick and easy victory and 
subsequent peace. 

The following year the size of The Pastoral Visitor increased with more 
contributions from other people. The price increased to two pence for 
'common paper' and four pence for 'fine'. It is not thought Patrick Brontë 
contributed any further, though since contributors used pseudonyms or 
initials, one cannot be certain. 'J.P.', though, is doubtless John Pennell, 
husband of Maria Brontë's aunt, who took over Morgan's duties as curate at 
the parish church. (Pooled by this penchant for anonymity, Lock and Dixon, 
in their biography of Patrick, mistakenly quoted from Morgan's text 'On 
Conversion' (pp 149.150), believing it lobe Patrick's) The magazine ceased at 
the end of 1816: '1 find it difficult to get the Number properly distributed. I 
had hoped to get some profit by the sale, and to give then for the Poor; but I 
am mistaken: I therefore cannot afford to lose by publishing.' 

Buckworth's Cottage Magazine was more successful. In November 1816, 
published anonymously, but probably from Patrick's pen, was an article on 
the 'Labouring Poor'. The magazine continued until 1832, with further 
contributions from Patrick. 
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Shortly after moving to Thornton in 1815, Patrick published The Cottage in the 
Wood; or the Art of becoming Rich and Happy. This time Patrick used 
Buckworth's Bradford printer, Thomas lnkersley. Printing came relatively late 
to Bradford and this may be why Patrick had his first works published in 
Halifax, but it was to Thomas Inkersley, printer, publisher and bookseller that 
Patrick Brontë came to have his works printed while living at Thornton. 

The Cottage in the Wood was a small octavo (5" x 3") of 68 pages in drab 
paperboards. Unlike his earlier poetical publications, The Cottage in the Wood is 
a novel, though it concludes with four poems. The story is a morality tale and 
tells the story of Mary, the pious daughter of an impoverished couple living 
in a cottage, who attracted the attention of a wealthy, drunken rake. Mary 
refused to be his mistress in return for financial assistance for her parents, or 
to marry him, because he was both immoral and an atheist. Mary's fortunes 
subsequently prospered while the young man, having survived two escapes 
from death, converted, and became the doer of good works. The two later met 
up, married, and lived a long and happy life together. Many of Patrick's 
favourite themes are present such as the value of the Bible, Sunday schools 
and the evils of drink. 

The book was reviewed in the August 1816 issue of Morgan's Pastoral 
Visitor: 

This is a very amusing and instructive tale, written in a pure and plain style. 
Parents will learn in this little Book the Advantages of Sunday Schools, while 
their Children will have an example well worthy of their closest imitation. 
Young women may here especially obtain a knowledge that the path of virtue 
leads to happiness. We would therefore most cordially recommend this Book 
for all sorts of Reasons. 

The story proved to be popular and was reprinted in Buckworth's Cottage 
Magazine in June 1817, a second edition was published by lnkersley in 1818. 
Priced at 1/6d, it was used in Sunday schools. 

In 1818, Patrick published his longest and probably his best work, The 
Maid of Killarney: or Albion and Flora. This 166-page novel was published 
anonymously in London by Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy of Paternoster Row 
(Figure 4). Patrick is known to have acknowledged being its author in 1860, 
but given its vivid Irish setting and that Bradford's Thomas lnkersley was 
noted on the title page as a bookseller and on the last page and on an erratum 
slip as its printer, one suspects it was a pretty open secret. In the book's 
preface, the author justifies anonymity on the grounds that the book will be 
judged on its merits and not by the reader's knowledge of the author; the 
same reasoning Patrick's daughters justified their adoption of the 
pseudonyms Acton, Currer and Ellis Bell for their publications. 

Set by the Lake of Killarney, with a number of lyrical descriptions of 
the countryside, the story is of the romance between Albion, a wealthy 
Englishman, and Flora, daughter of an Irish landowner. Albion encounters 
Flora dispensing food, money and bibles to the local poor in their humble 
cottages. Albion assists, but it is only after he experienced a full conversion to 
Christianity that Flora and her widowed father accept Albion's suit for Flora's 
hand in marriage. But as indicated by the subtitle - A Modern Tale; in which are 
interwoven some cursory remarks on Religion and Politics - the author hangs on 
the story a number of personal views on contemporary issues. In the preface 
Patrick writes 'that his main object throughout has been .. to correct certain 
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errors, and establish certain truths, which appeared to him to be of no small 
consequence.' The principle theme is the Evangelical one that salvation is to 
be gained through knowledge of the Bible and a rejection of Roman 
Catholicism. Other issues covered are the need to reform the jury system, the 
adequacy of the Constitution, and the genius of the Duke of Wellington. The 
British Constitution is declared 'the most perfect in the world', though there is 
some need for reform, particularly on punishments for crime. The frivolous 
pastimes of playing cards, gaming, dancing and the theatre are condemned as 
'murderers of time' (which may explain why Charlotte Brontë never learnt to 
dance until she went to Brussels!) 

Figure 4: Title page of The Maid of Killarney (1818) 
Photograph courtesy Brontë Parsonage Museum 

Apropos education, there is an interesting account of Flora's day: 

From six o'clock to eight, she generally read the Scriptures, and other 
books of a divine nature and tendency. At half past eight, she joined 
family prayer. Between that and nine, she breakfasted with her father and 
uncle. From nine to eleven, she perused history and the belles-lettres; such 
works as were calculated to refine, without sullying the mind. She walked 
or rode out between eleven and twelve, for the sake of exercise, or to 
administer to the wants of the sick and afflicted. From twelve to one, she 
superintended the preparations for dinner. The afternoon she devoted to 
fancy work, or more useful domestic employments. She gave an hour or 
two in the evening to her harp, and she concluded the day as she began 
in, with lively and spiritual exercises, full of heavenly enjoyment. 
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Earlier we learn from her father that Flora never read anything 'but what first 
passes through my hands, and meets with my approbation.' One can't help 
feeling that Patrick failed in this respect with his own daughters! Trenchant 
and traditional comments about the place of women are also given a fair 
airing: 'Her forte is softness, tenderness, and grace. And here she can not only 
solace, but conquer man.' The intellect of women is considered of little value - 
again, hardly the views of the Brontë sisters! Before leaving the Maid of 
Killarney, it is worth noting a brief foray into the dark side of Irish politics, 
with an attack by 'the Rebels, or a few Whiteboys, or Robbers'. The 'Irish 
Problem' was of great concern in Patrick's time, as it has been in ours, and 
was doubtless a reason for Patrick leaving Ireland in the first place - but it 
also had resonance in Haworth, Bradford and even, some say, in Wuthering 
Heights. Interspersed in the prose of the Maid are a number of poems or 
'songs'. Shorter claims that 'Jane Eyre owes something, we may be sure, to The 
Maid of Killarney.' (p.32) 

After 1818 Patrick Brontë wrote no more volumes of poetry or fiction. 
The birth of six children between 1814 and 1820, the move to Haworth in 
1820, the death of his wife in 1821, and the enormous challenge that his large 
parish presented, doubtless stifled any lingering muse, though a couple of his 
poems found their way into the Leeds Intelligencer later. Patrick did, however, 
cause to have printed a number of tracts and sermons. 

In 1824 a tremendous mudslide took place near Stanbury, which nearly killed 
the Brontë children. This had a profound effect on Patrick. In quick succession 
he wrote two pamphlets. One was The Phenomenon; or, An Account in Verse, of 
the Extraordinary Disruption of a Bog, which took place in the Moors of Haworth on 
the 12' day of September, 1824: intended as a Reward-book for the Higher Classes in 
Sunday-Schools. This 12-page pamphlet was printed and sold by Inkersley of 
Bradford and by F. Westley, Stationers' Court, London, price two pence. The 
second pamphlet was A Sermon preached in the Church of Haworth, on Sunday, 
the 12° day of September, 1824, in reference to an Earthquake, And extraordinary 
Eruption of Mud and Water, that had taken place ten days before, in the Moors of that 
Chapelry. This was also printed and sold by Inkersley. The Sixteen pages cost 
6d. The Sermon was reprinted in The Cottage Magazine in 1825. 

There is an interesting anecdote recorded in Lock and Dixon's A Man of 
Sorrow concerning Inkersley and it probably related to one of these 
pamphlets: 

One of Mr Thomas Inkersley's printers at Bradford would often as an old man, 
recall Patrick Brontè calling at the office in Bridge Street to correct the proofs of 
one of his printed sermons ... he clearly remembered Patrick discussing politics 
with the equally fervent Tory, Thomas Inkersley, whilst Charlotte calmly 
corrected the entire proofs unaided - and she not more than nine years of age.' 

Inkersley was also the publisher and printer of Bradford's first newspaper, 
The Bradford Courier and West Riding Advertiser, 1825-8. It was a Tory organ 
and was floated by a company of shareholders. It lasted three years but was a 
financial failure. It did, however, see off its rival Whig paper, the Bradford and 
Wakefield Chronicle, which lasted only nine months. (The 'Taxes on 
Knowledge' -  duty on paper, stamp duty on every copy, and duty on every 
advertisement - were crippling.). After the demise of the Courier it was six 
years before there was another Bradford newspaper, the Bradford Observer. 
This situation accounts, in part, why Patrick's letters appear in the Leeds 
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Intelligencer (Tory) and, less frequently, in the Leeds Mercury (Whig), rather 
than in Bradford papers. The Leeds papers were sold in Bradford and 
Keighley and featured local news. The 'Bog Burst' episode featured above, 
also found Patrick writing to the Leeds Intelligencer: 'Extraordinary 
Phenomenon' [Bogburst on Crow Hill, Stanbury] (LI 9.9.1824) and 'The Late 
Eruption of the Bog' (LI 16.9.1824), but his views on earthquakes were 
ridiculed. Inkersley's last appearance in local directories as a printer in is 
Pigot's Directory for 1828, the year that The Bradford Courier and West Riding 
Advertiser failed. He was appointed Postmaster for Bradford in 1831 and died 
in 1844.10 

During the 1830s, Patrick was closely involved in many of the controversies of 
the time. The reform of the criminal code finds no fewer than four letters from 
Patrick in the Leeds papers: (LM 10.1.1829, 14.11.1829, 8.3.1834, and LI 
6.5.1830). These letters were part of an on-going exchange of correspondence. 
Roman Catholic Emancipation was another 'hot' topic and we find letters 
from Patrick published in the Leeds Intelligencer for 15.1.1829 and 29.1.1829, 
with one from his colleague William Morgan (LI 29.1.1829). 'Churchmen and 
Dissenters' saw three letters from Patrick, two in the Leeds Intelligencer 
(18.1.and 8.2.1834) and one in the Leeds Mercury (22.2.1834). Some of these 
letters provoked responses or comments from other people that mentioned 
Patrick. Thus there are two letters from one of Patrick's neighbours in 
Haworth, the Rev, John Winterbotham [on Church Rates and Dissenters] (LM 
25.1.1834 and 8.3.1834), while Patrick's letter on Church Rates (LM 5.11.1836) 
provoked editorial comment. 

In 1835, Patrick published The Signs of the Times; or A Familiar Treatise on 
some Political Indications in the Year 1835. This time Patrick used a Keighley 
bookseller to print his work. This was R. Aked of Low Street, Keighley. 
Patrick used Aked again the following year, 1836. Patrick's concern for 
theological issues, and in particular on the issue of baptism, saw the 
publication of A Brief Treatise on the Best Time and Mode of Baptism, chiefly in 
Answer to a Tract of Peter Ponttfex, alias the Rev. M. S---, Baptist Minister. The 24 
pages were priced at 3d. Internal evidence from the latter tract that suggests 
that Patrick had written other tracts now lost to us, Thus: 

My friend, Peter Pontifex, I am glad to see you once more. But ere I 
proceed much further, I must correct a mistake, of which I was 
guilty in my first publication, entitled 'Paul Telltruth'. In that work, 
as I thought you had a coadjutor, I wrote some things which might 
seem to have reference to the Rev. W. Winterbotham. 

Later Patrick remarks: 

Did I throw the first stone in our baptismal controversy? Verily 1 
did not. 'The Strange Sight' first made its appearance, then Mr. 
Hey's tract; then Peter Pontifex, then the answer; again, 'Paul 
Telltruth's Neck Broken!'; and lastly this little tract will appear. 

Sadly, many of this series of pamphlets been lost, including Patrick's Brief 
Treatise itself." The above quotes are taken from Horsfall Turner's reprint in 
his Brontëana. 'Peter Pontifex' was the Rev, M. Saunders, Baptist minister at 
Hall Green Chapel, Haworth, who responded in kind with some sly digs at 
Patrick in his pamphlet Baptism Without Controversy, also printed by Aked in 
1836. While the interchange is mildly amusing to us today, it raised 
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considerable passion at the time, as evidenced by Charlotte's two quotes at 
the start of this article. 

A big concern for Patrick was the Church Rates issue. Haworth 
residents, even if they were non-conformists and did not attended the parish 
church, as was the case for the majority of Haworth's population, were still 
obliged to pay rates to the established church. Patrick was unhappy about this 
requirement but had no choice in the matter. 'Letter on the Church Rates' (LM 
5.11.1836); 'Church-Rates and Legal Decision' (LI 13.3.1841); 'Church Rates' 
(Bradford Observer 13.5.1841); and 'Haworth Church Rates' (Bradford Observer 
3.2.1842) were all letters from Patrick on the subject. Less serious was his letter 
on 'Brandy and Salt' [as a medicine] (LI 30.1.1841) and an 'Ode to that unruly 
member, the tongue', noted earlier (LI 21.1.1837). Patrick's concern for social 
issues saw 'Liberty or Bondage: to the Labourers, Mechanics, and Paupers or 
Slaves of England' [On social unrest] (LI 22.4.1837) and his disquiet 'On the 
late Marriage Amendment Act and that of Registration' (LI 30,9.1837) saw 
further letters to the newspapers. 

The final published pamphlet we can be sure of is A Funeral Sermon for 
the Late Rev. William Weightman, M.A. , preached in the Church of Haworth, on 
Sunday, the 2° of October, 1842. This sermon was printed as a 16-page 
pamphlet by J. U. Walker of Halifax and sold for sixpence. On the title page it 
declares that 'The profits, if any, to go in aid of the Sunday School'. 
Weightrnan was Patrick's popular assistant curate who famously sent 
valentines to the Brontë sisters. He died of cholera, probably contracted while 
visiting in the parish. 

Patrick's letters to the newspapers continued and confirmed his 
standing as a leading thinker and man with a strong social conscience, the 
latter paralleled by his active involvement in local affairs. During the 1840s 
subjects included Politics: 'Letter on political affairs' (LI 27.5.1843), 'On the 
Ominous and Dangerous Vagaries of the Times' (Halifax Guardian 29.7.1843) 
and 'A Tract for the Times' (LI 19.10.1850); Duelling (LM 15.7.1843 and LI 
2.9.1843); Education: 'The Defeat' [On state education] (LI 22.7.1843) and 'On 
National Education' (LI 27.3.1847); Baptism, burial and cremation: 'No 
Baptism: No Burial' (Bradford Observer 15.2.1844), 'Burials at Haworth' 
(Bradford Observer 25.4.1844) and 'Cremation' (LM 16.3.1844). This last letter 
did not deal with the disposal of the dead, but to call attention to 'the 
misconduct of parents in regard to the death of children in consequence of 
their clothes taking fire' and suggests that 'if women and children were, in 
general, to have their garments made of silk or wool there would be little 
danger of their losing their lives by accidental ignition.' In support of this 
suggestion he states that he 'had been at Haworth for more than twenty years, 
and during that time had performed the funeral service over ninety or a 
hundred children who had been burned to death in consequence of their 
clothes having taken fire, and on inquiry had found in every case that the 
sufferers had been clothed in either cotton or linen'. 

Ecclesiastical matters were a continuing concern: 'Church Extension' [On 
the division of parishes] (LI 17.2.1844) and 'On the Order of Subdeacon' (LI 
25.9.1847); and also medicine, of which Patrick had much sad experience: 'On 
Sulphuric Ether' (LM 5.6.1847). We see here ample evidence of Patrick's 
concern for the issues of the day and how even into his seventies - he was 
born in 1777— he was airing his views in public and engaging in debate. 

Patrick's last known letter was written to the Halifax Guardian in 1857 (22 
July). The publication of Mrs Gaskell's book The Life of Charlotte Brontë that 
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year had provoked a furious exchange of letters about the identification of the 
Clergy Daughters' School at Cowan Bridge with the Lowood School of lane 
Lyre. Patrick, now aged eighty, tried to remain aloof from the controversy, but 
was eventually provoked into asking for a truce. 

Patrick Brontë lived long enough to experience the fame of his 
daughters and to be featured in Mrs Gaskell's bestseller. Such fame resulted 
in requests for some more of his own work to be published, or re-published. 
Thus a new edition of Cottage Poems, with the concluding poems omitted, was 
published as a pamphlet by M. Nelson of Bradford in 1859, and again in 1860. 
Such was also the case with his poem 'On Halley's Comet in 1835', written in 
that year but not printed until William Holroyd printed it in The Bradfordian of 
August 1861. This issue of The Bradfordian also carried an obituary of Patrick 
and reprinted extracts from his poems. 

While accepting the valuable fact that in becoming published authors, 
the Brontë sisters were following the example of their father, we must 
acknowledge that Patrick's own motives were for the betterment of society 
and that his achievements on this score should not be overshadowed by the 
success of his daughters. 
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"WHERE THERE'S MUCK THERE'S BRASS" 

THE ESHOLT SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT 

By Graham Hall 

This is a very apt title for the subject at hand, in fact never could an old 
Yorkshire saying be truer than when applied to Bradford's main sewage 

treatment works situated at Esholt. As our story unfolds it will soon become 
clear how enterprising and forward thinking our city forefathers were in 
designing, building and developing this site. 

The very words 'Esholt' and 'sewage' are intertwined, connected 
metaphorically as meaning one and the same - certainly by Bradfordians of a 
certain age. It is of course an analogy very unfair to the delightful, tranquil 
village of Esholt, which is often overlooked by locals as a pleasant place to 

visit with many important historical details. Sadly time prevents us from 
dwelling on descriptions of the village and its attractive features but the area 

as a whole features prominently in our story. We hope to demonstrate during 
the space available that the subject of sewage and how to deal with it can 
prove to be far more interesting and fascinating than first thought. 

Figure 1: The old post office at Esholt, shown on a postcard circa 1907. 
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Figure 2: Refreshments being served in the centre of the village make this an 

idyllic rural scene of about 1908. 

It is essential to understand that it not only became Bradford's main 
sewage disposal works, it was also a major production plant for world 
renowned products, a number of which were patented by Bradford 

Corporation. In fact we can go further than that in stating that the plant was a 

highly profitable one also. Why was this, as it seems almost bizarre to state 
that sewage disposal could be a profitable operation can be summed up in 

two words - wool grease. Certainly by the 1930s Bradford was dealing with 
20 per cent of world wool production and in the processing of this the city 

had to deal with the vast quantities of grease falling into the sewer system 

from the hundreds of textile mills within its boundaries. Esholt Sewage 

Purification Works was heavily involved in production of specialised 
products even before its official opening in 1932, with research and 

development at the site being carried out as far back as the early 1920s. 

Construction involved a vast civil engineering undertaking spread over a 23 
year period and we shall soon begin to realise why it took so long, and how it 

became such a rarity in the way it dealt with a city's sewage. 
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Figure 3: The only known picture postcard of the sewage works. It probably 

dates from about 1913. 

Processing this waste was nothing new. The problem of dealing with it 

involved Bradford Council as far back as the 1870s, and by October of 1902 

the first sales of grease extracted took place. By the following March they had 
received the princely sum of £222, which may seem an almost laughable 

figure judged in modem terms, but this was the nucleus of what was to 

become an industry in itself. Within twelve years that figure had grown to a 
total of £200,000. 

Come the opening of the Esholt site and the 1930s saw Bradford 
Corporation expanding research and development into what was being 
extracted from the industrial effluent, which soon resulted in a huge 

expansion into a whole range of products manufactured. It is rather a 

misnomer to apply the term 'wool grease' to what was being produced. 
Research resulted in a huge range of sometimes very specialised products 
emanating from the Esholt site and almost a whole book could be written 

about them. We can only list a few along with their various uses, which will at 
least give some indication of how sophisticated the management of sewage 

became within the city. 

Cru Jo!, a crude soap made directly from what was termed Grade 'A' 

Recovered Wool Grease, was developed almost specifically for use by British 
Railways. By 1950 they used approximately 400 tons mixed in varying 

quantities with about 600 tons of Grade 'A' grease per year on their entire 
fleet of railway wagons as axle grease. Grade 'B' Recovered Wool Grease was 

a development from the former resulting in an almost odourless product. It 

was used in the production of leather to soften both waxes and bitumen. 
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The latter use was further developed to produce camouflage paints during 
the Second World War. One of the chief uses in the combination with wax 

was as a coating for carbon copy paper. Metal polishing blocks for polishing 
or burnishing metals were produced from a further derivative called Wool 

Grease Stearine. A similar product titled Wool Grease Oleine was used 
extensively for oiling woollen rags in the shoddy industry. Then there was 
organic fertilizer, a dried and bagged product, which was actually one of the 

first by-products produced at the Corporation's old sewage treatment works 
in Frizinghall as far back as 1901. Large quantities of a special type of 
neutralised grease were sold in 1942 for the manufacture of dubbin, which 

contained 60 per cent of the grease, mainly for greasing the army boots as an 
anti-gas protective. A point worth mentioning is that quantities of sulphuric 

acid were required in order to break down the wool grease. Initially most of 
this was brought to site from various outside manufacturing plants but 

quantities required rose rapidly during the early 1900s, which gradually 

drove up the price. By 1914 requirements amounted to 11,124 tons and with 
the onset of war acid became virtually unobtainable. Esholt was forced to use 
waste acid from munitions works along with other alternative products. By 

1925 they were using almost 19,000 tons of sulphuric arid costing some 
£60,000 per year. Eventually the Corporation gained permission from the 

Ministry of Health to construct a sulphuric arid plant that began production 

in February 1928, and although it was not able to supply all the plant's needs 

it did help to reduce costs of acid considerably. 

A sewage treatment works actually making money, seems almost 
unbelievable. How did it all come about? Well, so far we have only 
mentioned the fact that wool grease was being extracted as far back as the 

1870s. In 1871 a private company offered to treat Bradford's sewage free of 
charge, providing the Corporation built the necessary infrastructure and 
allowed them to use the facilities rent free. The works were built at Frizinghall 

and a lease granted to the company for 21 years. The company proposed to 

filter the sewage through peat and charcoal to extract a sort of manure 'soup' 
which they intended selling to local farmers and make a handsome profit. 

However, after losing £30,000 in their experiments, the company came to 
grief, so the Corporation took over the running of the works in 1874. 

The use of the Frizinghall site continued for almost twenty years, but 
the steady growth in the amount of effluent being dealt with began to create 

problems. The site was relatively small - overall a maximum of 38 acres - and 
whilst consent was given by the Local Government Board to allow the 

Corporation to extend the works, it was given reluctantly as they were aware 
that land available was not really sufficient. In preparation for this, 
improvements to the nearby Bradford Beck and adjacent roads were made. 

Its interesting to note that one of the schemes rejected was for a separate 
sewage disposal system to include additional sewers purely to serve the mills 

of Bradford, the owners of which would have to fund it separately. 

Nevertheless, certain matters in Bradford's development were to overtake the 

whole idea. 
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In November 1899 the townships of Eccleshill, Idle, North Bierley, 
Thornton and Tong were incorporated with Bradford, so compounding the 

problem of sewage disposal. By this time there had been various comments 
within the Corporation suggesting that a larger site be obtained nearer to the 
River Aire for the construction of a suitable sewage treatment works and 
Esholt then became seriously considered. This was rather ironic because as far 

back as 1868, William Rookes Crompton Stansfield, then owner of Esholt Hall 
and the surrounding estate, took legal action in the Court of Chancery against 
the Corporation to restrain them from 'causing or permitting to pass any 
sewage filth or other offensive matter either solid or liquid into the Bradford 

Beck in such a manner that the same may pass therefrom into the River Aire 
to the injury of the plaintiff, and from in any manner polluting the river in its 
course past the Esholt Hall estate'. The court was sympathetic to the 
Corporation, knowing that other such authorities had similar problems. Their 

decision was to restrict the Corporation from adding any additional sewage to 
the beck - under a possible fine of £10,000. This at least spurred them on with 
construction of the Frizinghall site three years later. 

In 1898 the Corporation decided to apply for compulsory powers for 
the purchase of the Esholt site but negotiations with the owners came to 
nought. So the Corporation applied for compulsory powers through 

Parliament. It was proposed to acquire the whole estate amounting to 1,700 
acres. After an enquiry in which the owners of the estate, two sisters of the 

Stansfield family, opposed any sale whatever, maintaining that the Frizinghall 
site could be made adequate, the Local Government Board came down on the 

side of the Corporation. However, a House of Commons select committee 
refused to sanction it, no reason being given for their decision. 

Lengthy negotiations with the two sisters dragged on with modified 
proposals going back before Parliament over the following five years. Finally 

in February 1904 the estate owners decided to sell. The price paid was agreed 
by arbitration and on the 2 February 1906 the purchase price of £239,742 was 
handed over. Other adjacent odd bits of land had already been purchased 

during the intervening years. Whilst a detailed scheme for the utilisation of 
the estate was submitted to the Corporation by the then Chairman of the 
Sewage Committee, Couricillor E.J. Smith, in December 1906 at a cost of 

£955,000 and approved by the council in March 1907, it was not until the 23 

April 1909 that the Local Government Board eventually gave permission for 
the work to proceed. The reason for the delay being partially caused by a 

Local Government Board of Enquiry having to be staged for approval of plans 
for the scheme and for the borrowing of funds to finance it. This took place in 

Bradford Mechanics' Institute and ran from Tuesday 22 October 1907 until the 

following Friday. The whole transcript of this enquiry eventually being 
published in a 548 page book. 
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Figure 4: The Avenue approach to the Esholt Estate from Apperley Bridge 
shown on a postcard of circa 1910, before the construction of filter beds 

beyond the trees to the right. These beds are now almost totally 
decommissioned following recent considerable investment by Yorkshire 

Water. 

Figure 5: The railway played an important part in the development of Esholt 
Sewage Treatment Works. The local railway station is pictured here in about 

1910. It opened in 1876 and closed in 1940, although the buildings remained 

until 1953. 

Although construction work did not officially start until 1910, 
preliminary work had already been done with a branch line taken to the site 
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from the main LMS Railway. Eventually 22 miles of rail track were 
constructed at Esholt. Further to this a dock was built on the Leeds Liverpool 

canal so that materials could be brought in by water. The Press House, 237ft. 
long and 92ft. wide, was the first real structure to be erected on the site and 
this was in operation by 1912. A basement was provided under the press 

house for the accommodation of railway trucks, which received the press cake 
from the presses. This structure, along with the adjacent grease house, had 

specially designed reinforced concrete floors, the total weight on the press 
house floor being 2,100 tons. Sludge was despatched from the Frizinghall 
works by compressed air through an 8' main, a distance of 4.12 miles, to be 
processed at Esholt. This continued until the spring of 1926 when the main 
outfall tunnel was eventually completed. The press house was quickly 

followed by the grease house, boiler house and engine house and the 

chimney, which is 8ft. square and 200ft. high. A chemical laboratory, mess 
room and toilets were then added by the early months of 1914 along with a 

blacksmiths shop, joiner's workshop and an electrician's shop. In 1909, the 
Eccleshill and Idle intercepting sewer was constructed, together with a small 
pumping station at Apperley Bridge to deal with the low lying area of 

Greengates, along with some storm water tanks in order to enable 
preliminary treatment to be given to sewage from those areas. Further to this, 
two precipitation tanks were completed in order to give temporary treatment 

to Yeadon sewage, which, although not part of Bradford, an agreement stood 

whereby the city was obliged to deal with their effluent. 
By far the most complicated and costly part of the scheme was 

construction of the main outfall tunnel running from Frizinghall under Idle 

Moor to the Esholt works allowing gravitation to be the main propellant for 

movement of sewage to the site. This stretches for 3 miles and has a total fall 
of 12 feet. Construction began in 1913, following submission by an outside 
contractor of a tender for the sum of £113, 971. Unfortunately it soon became 
clear that the contractor was in financial difficulties and he eventually became 

bankrupt. Borings had previously been sunk on the line of the tunnel but the 

Corporation decided that before they let another contract they would sink the 
two shafts - one being situated near to Wrose Road and the other close to 

Westfield Lane, Idle - this being completed in 1914. It was thought that 
contractors could then learn more about the geology of the undertaking with 

a view to submitting closer tenders. Only days before declaration of war in 

August 1914, a further contract was let in the sum of £121,616. However, this 
contractor was soon finding himself with difficulties due to restrictions on 

supply of materials and men taken from him for war service. He was 

somewhat delighted when the Corporation, in consequence of Treasury 

restrictions on borrowings, decided to shut the works in 1916. The contractor 
was then paid off and his plant and materials sold, nothing further being 

done until after the war. 
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In 1919 the Corporation decided to carry out the work by direct labour, 

much of the other construction work on the site having been carried out by 

the same method. In the autumn of that year a bottom heading of about 71t. X 
711. was started from both the Frizinghall and Eshott ends in order to open up 
the ground and for the first twelve months nothing else was done. It was 

decided to abandon the proposal to work from the bases of shafts number one 
and two, constructed in 1914, owing to the high costs of carrying materials up 
the hills to these points. In November 1920 arrangements were made to open 

up the headings to the full-size tunnel dimensions and work forward in 1211. 
sections, each being lined with a steel frame and concrete. The following 
shows the progress made in driving the main tunnel and putting in the arch 

and side walls for each of the four years or part years during which the tunnel 
was under construction: 

1920: 251 t. per week 
1921: 741t. per week 
1922: 9311. per week 

1923: 991t. per week 

The final junction in the centre of the hill was made in July 1923. 

Eventually the tunnel walls were lined entirely with blue bricks 4½" thick, 
beginning in the centre and working towards each tunnel entrance leaving an 

internal diameter of lOft. The greatest error in level after careful instrument 

work over difficult country across Idle Moor after three miles, including 

transferring the levels down the shafts and afterwards picking up the points 
underground at the various junctions, was 3/8". Work on the tunnel was 

finally completed in the autumn of 1924. During this time 21/a million bricks 

were laid to form the lining and the men working on the tunnel laid as many 
as 860 bricks per man per eight hour shift on piecework. Half myth, half truth 

seems to have grownup with regards to a story concerning a Jewett car being 

driven through the tunnel on completion. Indeed it is true to the extent that 
three Jewett cars were used. Obviously there was an eye towards the 

publicity gained but primarily there was a valid reason for the venture. The 
cars were used in this manner so that engineers could carry out a final 

inspection before officially declaring the work complete. 

Whilst work on the tunnel proceeded, the Corporation had to begin 

construction on other important structures, namely detritus and storm water 
tanks along with precipitation tanks and filter beds. Even the then Minister of 

Health was urging the Corporation to proceed with this work as rapidly as 
possible, back in 1921, when the tunnel was still in the early stages of 

construction. He stressed the importance of having at least 30 acres of filters 
in operation by the time the tunnel was complete. Work on the precipitation 

tanks began in 1921 followed by the filter beds in 1922 and the detritus tanks 

with the storm water tanks the year after. Most of this work was completed 

during 1926 and 1927, although the 53 acres of filter beds were not finally 

completed until 1931. Originally a 611. deep layer of coal was used in the 
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filtering process and 5,000 tons was required per acre of bed. The stock of coal 

being held amounted to 265,000 tons. At the time they were experimenting 
with greater depths of coal based filters but soon discovered that increasing it 
to more than 611. did not produce any greater benefit. During the coal strike of 
1926 much of the surplus was sold off, mainly to the local mills in order to try 

and keep production going. 
What were termed low level siphons had to be constructed partly in 

tunnel and partly through cuttings, the route of which took them underneath 
the Leeds Liverpool canal. Work on the tunnelling meant that they were on 
occasions within 41t. of the canal base. Other tunnels also had to be 

constructed under the canal for various service pipes and there was an 

incident of a break, which resulted in the tunnel being flooded. Fortunately all 
construction workers were able to escape. No less than four bridges had to be 
constructed across the River Aire. One being built in reinforced concrete, then 

two steel railway bridges and a further one for road traffic. The total cost of 
the site eventually amounted to £2,350,000. 

A number of superlatives can be quoted in relation to the work, which 
includes 1.33 million cubic yards of earth having to be excavated, a large 

portion of which was removal of Strangford Hill just to level the site. Six 
Steam locomotives and five steam diggers were employed. Five further 
locomotives, four petrol driven and one electric, were also used along with 

thirteen five-ton cranes. The Corporation opened up its own stone quarry, 

which supplied over 300,000 tons to the site. At the height of construction 

around one thousand men were employed on the site. 
Parts of the works were already in use by the spring of 1926 with the 

site even including workmen's dwellings, a number of which were situated in 
Esholt village itself. In total the Corporation had 146 workers' houses. Their 
foresight in providing everything that was required to run the works was 

remarkable, which included forward planning to ensure that Esholt would be 
able to serve Bradford for at least a hundred years. 

Earlier we briefly touched on the financial gains which came 
Bradford's way through the work carded out at Esholt and it is perhaps worth 

further comment. Sales of products during the years 1918, 1919 and 1920 
contributed to relieving the rates to the extent of £81,453. In the twelve year 

period following the First World War sales produced over half a million 

pounds, or two and a half times as much as in the equivalent period before 

the war. By the time Esholt was officially opened in 1932, total product value 
already amounted to one and a quarter million pounds! 

Obviously there were times of depression, especially during the 1920s 
and about the period when the plant was completed, but our city fathers did 

not let the grass grow under their feet. During 1923 for instance, the recovered 
grease was used as fuel oil for the works boilers, and quantities were sold for 
the same purpose to a number of industrial outlets, especially during the coal 

strike of 1926 and it was also used to power diesel engines. 

The decline of our local textile industry after the Second World War 
soon reduced the importance of the Esholt site from the point of view of a 
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manufacturing plant. However, it is still without doubt the most important 
sewage treatment works in the area, which is now run by Yorkshire Water, 
and in 2007 the whole site was undergoing a massive upgrading costing 

seventy five million pounds. I'm sure our city fathers of yesteryear, who had 
the drive and ambition to see it built during the early years of the last century, 
would have approved. It is surely a fitting epitaph to those people. 

Joseph Garfield was Sewage Works Engineer from 189910 1925 and 
Alderman Richard Joh nson, J.P., was Chairman of the Sewage Committee for 

over twenty years over much of the time that Esholt Sewage Treatment Works 
were constructed. 

The above information is compiled from 'City of Bradford Works of 

Sewage Disposal, Third & Revised Edition 1931', along with 'The Recovery of 
Grease From The Waste of a City's Scouring Mills', published by The City of 
Bradford By-Products Department, circa. 1951. Also, '1901-1951 Jubilee 

Exhibition of By-Products', a booklet issued by Bradford Sewage Department 
in conjunction with an exhibition they organised which ran between the 9" 

and 21" of July 1951. These and several other publications dealing with the 
subject are part of my local history archive. 

Postscript 

Whilst our little story is complete, the following extract from the official 

records of a City Council meeting held on Tuesday the 11" of December 1906 

makes interesting reading. It is just one small portion of a lengthy statement 
read by the Chairman of the Sewage Committee, Mr. E.J.Smith: 

The main outfall sewer, which goes under the canal at 
Frizinghall, and over the Midland Railway tunnel at Esholt, pierces the 

hilt at a maximum depth of 394 feet. It will be 5,124 yards long, 23/4 
miles of which will be in tunnel. This will be loft, in diameter, with a 

fall of 15ft. from the entrance at Frizinghall to the outlet at Esholt, 
allowing for a self-cleansing velocity of not less than 2ft., and not more 

than 6ft. per second. If the population were to continue the average 

increase of the last two decades, 1881 to 1901, it would meet the 

requirements of the city for a hundred years, when the inhabitants 
would number 584,460, and the wet weather flow of sewage is 

estimated at 180 million gallons per day... It is expected to cost 
£170,000 

Such forward thinking in planning this huge civil engineering project 
was astonishing but typical in the way our Victorian and Edwardian 

forefathers dealt with such a scheme. 
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WHAT'S IN A (STREET) NAME? SOME ORIGINS 

By Astrid Hansen 

Street names can provide an insight into a great deal of local history. 
Even those suburban estates of groves, avenues, crescents and drives named 
after trees, birds or flowers, in an attempt by the developer to make them 
sound more attractive, can tell us something about the fashion of the times. 
'Back of the Mill', a genuine address in Harden, sounds delightful to me, but I 
can understand how 'Goldfinch Grove' might have more appeal. 

Most towns have road names based on the eventual geographical 
destination, such as Leeds Road, Otley Road, Manchester Road, and Wakefield 
Road, but there are traps for the unwary. Bolton Road leads to the old 
township of Bolton, now well within the Bradford boundary, and will never 
guide the traveller to Bolton in Lancashire. Nelson Street and Norfolk Street are 
another misleading pair, which should perhaps be grouped with 
distinguished men, rather than destinations. Or might Norfolk be a tribute to 
the little village of Worstead, origin of the cloth that played such a part in 
Bradford's prosperity? 

Many of our street names are not specific to Bradford but do mark 
periods of growth in the history of the town, such as Blenheim, Marlborough, 
Wellington and Peel, and a clutch of aristocrats between Manchester Road and 
Bridge Street, including York, Kent, Clarence, Chandos, Bedford, and Granby. 
Many of these streets were swept away in later redevelopments. Like most 
industrial towns, Bradford had its Cobden and Bright Streets, side by side off 
Longside Lane and now swallowed up by the university campus. One of the 
most descriptive names in that area still survives as Tumbling Hill Street. 

At the heart of Bradford: place and time 

A very early record of Bradford street names can be found in the 
Inquisition on the death of Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, in 1311. His 
Bradford property comprised three roads: Kirkgate, Westgate and Negate 
(Figure U. Although there are situations in which the suffix 'gate' does 
indicate the presence of what we now mean by a gate, as an element of these 
ancient street names it is likely to derive from the old Scandinavian word 
'gata', meaning street. Kirkgate was the road leading to the church. Even 
today, if its tine is continued across the confusion that once was Forster 
Square, it leads straight to the parish church (Bradford Cathedral). Westgate is 
the street at the western edge of the former settlement. Two nineteenth 
century Bradfordians have proposed origins for Ivegate. The Reverend Joshua 
Fawcett believed 'lye' to mean steep, and it is indeed a steep street. Edward 
Hailstone preferred the idea that 'lye' was a version of 'Ave. a prayerful 
salutation, and the name arose from the presence of St.Sitha's chapel by the 
lye- or Ave-bridge. John Leland recorded the chapel in the reign of Henry VIII 
but its date of origin is unknown. 
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Figure 1: Bradford, 1722 

Ivebridge has not survived as a name, but John James, writing in 1840, 
mentioned 'Sun Bridge, called lye Bridge, about two centuries ago'. Sun 
Bridge takes its name from the Sun Hotel at the bottom of lvegate. This was a 
very old inn, rebuilt in 1745 as one of the biggest and most important in town. 
It had fallen out of use by the time the 'new' Sanbridge Road was built in the 
late nineteenth century. This new road meant demolishing the old Soke Mill, 
which gave its name to Millergate. It had still been in use as a flourmill until 
shortly before its demolition, and was one of the town's most ancient relics. It 
was described in the Inquisition of 1311 as the Earl's mill. The Earl also had a 
Hall or Manor House at Bradford, said to be in poor repair and hardly worth 
maintaining. The de Lacy family had other homes of course, including 
Pontefract Castle. 

There is no evidence of where this hall was situated. It mayor may not 
have been on the site in Kirkgate on which a much later Manor Hall was built, 
but it was the hall which gave its name to Hall legs. This Bradford name is so 
old and so familiar that we probably hardly ever pause to think how strange 
it is: The name means 'the meadows owned by the tenant of the hall', and it 
remained unchanged for centuries. It was only in 1835, as the town grew 
rapidly, that five acres of water meadow at Hall Ings were laid out for 
warehousing. Halifield Road has the same meaning, though that is at a higher 
part of town, off Manningham Lane, and would not be water meadows. 

Another strange old name is Tyrrel Street, now shortened but also 
giving name to the open space beyond Centenary Square known as The Tyris, 
in the past sometimes spelled 'Turleys'. This derives from 'tyrl', meaning beck 
in Scandinavian and 'ley', the Saxon word for field, thus 'the fields by the 
beck'. In the eighteenth century this was the town's recreation ground, with a 
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bowling green and a cock pit, so perhaps the modern slogan 'park at the 
heart' makes some sense! 

Hall Ings leads towards Church Bank, obviously named as it climbs 
beside the parish church with its graveyard and Close. Pet ergate, somewhere 
among the ongoing works at the bottom of Church Bank, also takes its name 
from the church dedicated to St. Peter. Church Bank is in the area known as 
Barkerend and leads to Barkerend Road. The name comes from the leather 
industry. Barkers stripped trees and prepared the bark for tanning leather. 
There were tan pits in this part of town and a Bark House is mentioned in 
Elizabethan court rolls. 

There was a vicarage in Church Bank, bought in 1695, the old house 
having become unfit for residence. Since the thirteenth century, vicars of 
Bradford had lived at Goodman's End, somewhere around the site of the 
present Bradford Interchange. The road was later renamed Bridge Street. There 
were Quakers in this part too, but the name pre-dates their arrival. Vicar Lane, 
which ran from the original vicarage to the church, changed its name during 
the Civil War. In 1642, Royalist forces swept down to attack the church, which 
housed local supporters of Parliament. Parliamentary reinforcements from 
Halifax arrived just in time, and fierce hand-to-hand fighting ensued. The 
road ran with blood and became known as Dead Lane from the numbers of 
bodies left there. 

Between Leeds Road and Church Bank lies the almost unchanged 
Victorian area known as Little Germany. John S. Roberts, in his 1977 book Little 
Germany refers to green fields in 1800 dissected by the Leeds turnpike. He 
states that Vicar Lane was an ownership boundary between Vicarage Trust 
lands to the east and Reverend Godfrey Wright's estate to the west. Mr. 
Wright was not a Bradford vicar, but owned much land in and around the 
town. 

Little Germany was mostly built in the decade from 1860 and already 
known in the 1870s as New Germany or Germania. The reasons usually given 
for the name are either because it housed a tight-knit enclave of German 
merchants, or because the distinctive mix of classic and gothic architecture 
among its warehouses was seen as 'foreign'. Roberts dismisses both 
explanations, but offers no other. 

Famous Names: Remembered in Stone 

In 1797 Edmund Peckover bought part of the vicarage lands to form 
the parkland of his home, called Eastbrook House from its locality. Peckover 
was a Quaker businessman, involved with the construction of Bradford canal 
and in the Worsted Acts, but his most significant contribution to the town was 
to open Bradford's first successful bank in 1803. In this venture his partner 
was his nephew Charles Harris. A footpath through his land, known as 
Peckover Walks, became Peckover Street. Harris Street was constructed in 1832. 

In 1825 Peckover sold land to the Methodists, leading to their chapel 
Eastbrook Hall and the adjoining Chapel Street. By 1856 Eastbrook House had 
been abandoned as a residence as the town continued to expand, and streets 
to the east of Vicar Lane were being laid out. Parkgate and Upper Parkgate took 
their names from Eastbrook Park, while others were named after vicars of 
Bradford. Scoresby Street is a reminder of Dr. William Scoresby, vicar from 
1839-47. This remarkable man had been a whaling captain and a 
distinguished Arctic scientist, and a Fellow of the Royal Society. He had firm 

-57-



plans for his parish and achieved good things, particularly in the field of 
education through church schools. However he also had difficulties and 
clashes with important people in the town and the wider parish of Bradford. 
His successor gives us Burnett Street. John Burnet (the incorrect double 't' was 
added to the street name in 1876 and has remained ever since) was an 
eloquent preacher and very active for the benefit of the town. Heap Lane, off 
Barkerend Road, commemorates the popular Henry Heap (1816-39). 

This same area gives us Garnett Street, from James Garnett of Paper 
Hall who is believed to have installed the first spinning mules in Bradford at 
the end of the eighteenth century. There is also a tiny Paper Hall Street, 
wrongly marked on a map of 1929 as Paper Mill Street, understandably as 
North Wing Mill behind the Paper Hall was at one time Shackleton's Paper 
Mill. 

It is strange that a town supporting Parliament should have had a King 
Charles Street and Cavalier Street. Both roads have now gone, but a memorial to 
both sides of the Civil War remains in two blocks of flats, Fairfax House and 
Newcastle House. 

Figure 2: Old Hall, Stott Hill 

Stott Hill Road, at the east end of the cathedral precinct, was once the 
site of Stott Hill House, but who was Stott? (Figure 2). The Priestley family 
lived there in the eighteenth century when Joseph Priestley (not the chemist) 
was superintendent of the Leeds Liverpool canal, of which the Bradford canal 
was a spur. There is an interesting monument to him in the cathedral. His son 
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John was known as Captain Priestley, and the family must have moved in 
appropriate social circles for Captain Priestley's two daughters married into 
the wealthy Ferrand and Busfeild families. Captain Street and Priestley Street 
serve as reminders of the two men. 

Many of Bradford's names are easily explained, such as the parallel set 
of Valley Road, Canal Road and Midland Road. Memory of the Midland Railway 
Company has faded, and it is now only the road name that gives a clue to the 
heritage of the area. 

Balme Street and Hust lergate, small roads near the centre of town, were 
also named after two figures central to the development of the canal. 
Abraham Balme was a lawyer and a man of property and business interests 
including mines, limekilns and turnpike trusts. With John Hustler he 
represented Yorkshire interests on the Leeds Liverpool Canal Company and 
was very much involved with the passage of the Canal Bill through 
Parliament. Balme was one of the chief agents of the Bradford Navigation, 
ensuring a trading link for the town with east and west coasts via the Leeds 
Liverpool Canal. He lived in a house he built at the bottom of Bolton Road, 
overlooking the canal basin, where he could keep an eye on progress. His 
house later became the Ring of Bells public house (Figure 3). Balme died in 
1796 at the age of 90 and his memorial is one of the finest pieces of sculpture 
in the cathedral. Balme Street, though short, runs between Bolton Road and 
Canal Road and must be an area he knew extremely well. 

Figure 3: The Ring o' Bells 
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John Hustler, woolstapler and manufacturer, was another driving force 
of the Canal Company. He was a Quaker, one of a small but influential group 
in Bradford, and lived at Undercliffe House near to the cemetery. There is a 
Hustler Street there, but the road by which he is best remembered is 
Hustlergate, which runs off Market Street. The perfect suitability of this 
location can be demonstrated by looking at the origin of Market Street. Hustler 
was the first person to suggest building New Street, to link the bottom of 
Kirkgate and the bottom of Ivegate along level ground. Until this time, 
coaches and carts wanting to pass through Bradford from north to south had 
to go up Kirkgate and down Ivegate, both steep hills. The new road was so 
successful that within a very short time of it opening, no less than five public 
houses were established to cater for the new trade passing that way. One of 
these was the White Swan, the name perpetuated in the very popular Swan 
Arcade until it fell to town planners in the 1960s. New Street is still one of the 
main roads in the city centre, but has had a change of name. 

Bradford's market charter was granted by Henry Ill in 1251. Markets 
were first held near the parish church, then at the junction of the three 
principal streets, Westgate, Kirkgate and Ivegate. The remains of the old 
market cross have been returned to that area. The site was too small for a 
market in a growing town, so a group headed by John Hustler built a market 
hall where the Wool Exchange now stands. The market moved into the hail in 
1801 and New Street became Market Street. In 1824 the market moved again, 
to land behind the Manor Hall. Part of the site became Kirkgate Market in 
1872, when the Manor Hall was demolished. Kirkgate Market, described 
when built as a 'noble pile', has also since fallen victim to twentieth century 
improvements. 

Figure 4: Bradford map,1912 
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The Manor Hall itself has inspired a few street names. The Rawson 
family were manorial officers from early times. In the fifteenth century, 
William Rawson built a 'fair place named Bradford Hall'. It was rebuilt in 
1705 and the estate eventually passed to a Lancashire member of the family, 
Benjamin Rawson. In 1795, Rawson bought the Lordship of the Manor of 
Bradford, which gave him control of Bradford markets and rights to income 
from them. He continued to live in Lancashire and built Darley Hall near 
Bolton. Later the family moved to Nidd Hall near Harrogate. They kept their 
rights to Bradford markets until Bradford Corporation bought them from 
Miss Elizabeth Rawson in 1870. Manor Row, Rawson Place and Darley Street 
were named in honour of the Rawson family. 

Other personal names specific to Bradford include W.E. Forster, a 
businessman with a keen social conscience. He was a native of Dorset, but 
spent most of his working life in Yorkshire. He became a Member of 
Parliament for Bradford and is best remembered for the Education Act of 
1870. His memorial in Westminster Abbey bears the tribute: 'To his wisdom 
and courage England owes the establishment throughout the land of a 
national system of elementary education'. He was honoured in Bradford not 
with a street, but a whole square, which was then one of the focal points of 
the town and dominated by a bronze statue of the great man. It is to be hoped 
that Forster Square will eventually emerge from the prolonged upheaval in this 
area in a form fitting to the remembrance of one of Bradford's important 
pioneers. 

There are four possible contenders for the naming of Godwin Street. The 
Saxon Earl Godwin, father of the unfortunate King Harold, is an unlikely 
choice. J.A. Godwin was the first Lord Mayor of Bradford in 1906, but 
Godwin Street was already named on a map of 1871. Reverend Benjamin 
Godwin was the minister at Sion Baptist Chapel in Bridge Street from 1824 to 
1836. He challenged advocates of atheism in an important series of lectures 
and was an active supporter of the abolition of slavery and parliamentary 
reform. His son, J.V. Godwin, was Mayor of Bradford in 1865 and chairman of 
the Street Improvement Committee, The Corporation named the street in 
honour of the son, but it serves too as a reminder of the father. 

Reverend Jonathan Clyde came to Bradford in 1835 as minister of the 
Independent or Congregational Chapel in Horton Lane. Among his many 
good works and philanthropic activities in the town, he was instrumental in 
obtaining land for Bradford's first public park, Peel Park, and in encouraging 
a member of his congregation, Alderman Samuel Smith, in the building of St 
George's Hall. Glydegate is a relatively new road, created in 1968, the name 
suggested by local historian and former Lord Mayor, Horace Hird. 

Mannville Terrace is close to the site of Mannville House, once home of 
Thomas Mann, a wealthy businessman worth recall for designing and 
manufacturing artificial limbs. The Marquis of Anglesey was one of his 
clients, being satisfactorily fitted with an artificial leg after the Battle of 
Waterloo. (At the same time there was a Russian officer under Mr. Mann's 
care with the remarkably apt name of Colonel Kutusoff!) 

Close to Little Horton Lane there are several streets associated with 
occupants of Horton Hall - Giles Street, Ann Street, Edmund Street and Sawrey 
Place. William Street and Sharp Street may both refer to the surgeon William 
Sharp, a relation of the Sharps of Horton Hall. However as recently as the 
twentieth century, Abram Gate was also to be found in the area, so the 
mathematician and astronomer Abraham Sharp is a possibility, Another 
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occupant of the hall, barrister and businessman Charles Swaine Booth Sharp, 
is the only one to have been given the accolade of three streets, one for each of 
his forenames. All were close to Broadway, but only Charles Street remains. 

A little oddity is the quasi-canonisation of some of our local worthies. 
St. Enoch's Road commemorates the greatly respected Wibsey Councillor 
Enoch Priestly, while St. James' Market was named after Alderman James Law, 
chairman of Bradford Corporation Markets Committee. 

Bradford is still naming streets in a way very special to the region - 
Hamm Strasse for a twin town, Senior Way for a more recent Lord Mayor, and a 
more controversial astronomer than Mr. Sharp gives his name to part of the 
Bingley by-pass, Sir Fred Hoyle Way. 

There is more to be learnt about all those whose names have been 
given to our streets, just as there are many more city centre names that could 
be quoted and explained. This article has hardly touched the suburbs. 
Perhaps readers will be prompted to carry out their own investigations and in 
so doing, unearth some fascinating bits of local and even national history. 

-62 -



NINETEENTH CENTURY MENSTON: 

A STUDY OF NATIONAL CENSUS RETURNS 

By Milton Hudson 

Menston in the early part of the nineteenth century had all the 
characteristics of being a typical quietly thriving West Riding village. There 
was, however, no parish church, Menston being part of the Parish of Otley. A 
house in Derry Hill was adapted for local worship. The Wesleyan Methodists 
also had a thriving society, thus enabling them to build their first chapel in 
the village in 1826. Bathes Directory of 1822 gives the population at 257, 
including a worsted manufacturer, victualler at the Fox and Hounds and a 
maltster, similar in number to that of the present ßrooklands estate. 

The 1820s marked a return to a pre-Napoleon way of life. In 1824, the 
Combination Acts forbidding trade unions was repealed. The year after, the 
first railway from Stockton to Darlington was opened. Another marvellous 
feat of engineering which demonstrated the rapidity of progress, the Menai 
Suspension Bridge designed by Thomas Telford, opened in 1826. Three years 
later, the Catholic Emancipation Act reached the statute books. No wonder 
Menston Wesleyans could confidently build their chapel in 1826. 

The first national census to record names took place in 1841. The 
census covers 78 houses, 67 of which were inhabited, working out at five 
people per occupied dwelling. Of the total population, 118 were recorded as 
having an occupation. 51 people were employed as farmers or agricultural 
labourers, and 41 were involved in the textile industry, including 
dressmaking and tailoring. 34 of these were wool combers, the largest 
occupation after agriculture. There were also nine female servants and six 
stone workers. 

By 1841 the Industrial Revolution was well underway. Samuel 
Crompton had invented the spinning mule in 1779, and Joseph Marie 
Jacquard had developed his self-named silk loom by 1804. Thirty years had 
passed since the formation of the Luddites in 1811 to resist its progress. The 
movement of population in Menston was still relatively modest. Out of the 
118 workers, most were from Yorkshire, with only five recorded as born 
elsewhere. 

By 1851 the national census recorded a population in Menston of 449, an 
increase of over one hundred inhabitants from ten years earlier. They lived in 
88 houses, with nine uninhabited dwellings. In contrast, those inhabitants of 
the central areas of Bradford and Leeds were victims of disease associated 
with the substantially higher density and poorer drainage of larger towns. In 
1849, an epidemic of cholera cost 426 lives in Bradford, just 23 of the entire 
population of Menston. 

Of the 449 inhabitants, over half were in recorded employment. 47 
people were farmers and agricultural labourers, and the number of textile 
workers increased to 154, coinciding with an increase in population. Domestic 
servants numbered 21, followed by seven tailors/ dressmakers and five 
stoneworkers. Two new occupations were also recorded: a repairer of roads 
and an engine tenter. 

-63 -



The Highway Act of 1555 was the first legislation to properly cover 
road maintenance. The legal requirement was that the maintenance of main 
through roads and local access ways (streets) was the responsibility of the 
parish. Disputes soon arose, in particular the perceived injustice of 
maintaining a road to be used by travellers from other parishes. The solution 
was to make the traveller pay. The first Turnpike Act was accordingly passed 
in 1663. A framework of pikes, or a gate, was placed across the road pending 
the payment of a toll, the collection of which enabled the parish to undertake 
necessary maintenance. The Highway Act of 1835, which accepted all existing 
roads for maintenance, and the Public Health Act of 1848, with a requirement 
for street cleaning, provided useful additional legislation. Mr William Lund, 
repairer of roads, may have been engaged in Menston as a consequence of 
this progress. 

The arrival of 120 new inhabitants into Menston implies a shift in terms 
of origin of birth numbers. Instead of the rather unspecific groups of 
'Yorkshire' and 'non-Yorkshire' recorded in 1841, Menston is recorded as a 
birthplace in 1851. 95 of those in employment are Menston-born, with 144 
originating from the rest of Yorkshire, and twelve from beyond the Broad 
Acres. 

After the rise in population in 1851 came a substantial fall in 1861, with the 
total number of residents dropping below the figure in 1841. The housing 
statistics from the census confirm the decrease in population, with thirty 
houses standing uninhabited and none under construction. Those in 
employment numbered 144, with 24 in agriculture, whereas textiles 
accounted for 61 workers, with 13 wool combers. 

It is worthy of note that the drop in wool combers is not far short of the 
drop in population. Since 1851 the wool combing trade had declined by over 
one hundred jobs. Wool combing by hand, especially at home, was a 
particularly unpleasant occupation. Methods of machine combing had been 
introduced in the 1820s, but were not fully efficient. Wool combing was not, 
however, to remain in this primitive state. A Bradford mill owner, Samuel 
Cunliffe Lister, had taken out several combing patents prior to introducing his 
'nip' machine in 1845. At the Great Exhibition in 1851, G.E. Donnisthorpe won 
a medal for his combing machine. Donnisthorpe, a Leeds mechanic, had 
worked for Lister. The decrease in the wool combers of Menston could well be 
attributed to the introduction of mechanisation. 1861 marked the start of the 
American civil war, but it is unlikely that Menston was greatly affected, 
unlike the cotton mills of Lancashire. 

There were also twelve labourers, eleven domestic servants and five 
tailors/ dressmakers in 1851. Those born in Menston numbered 49, while 90 
came from elsewhere in Yorkshire, and only five from beyond the county. 
Two new occupations were a police sergeant and a bobbin turner. In an Act of 
1839, counties were enabled to raise a police force, and in 1856 the Police Act 
obliged every county to raise a professional force. Sergeant Thomas P. Inman 
of Menston is likely to have been a beneficiary of these two pieces of 
legislation. 

The recording of a bobbin turner largely confirms the existence of an 
industry known to be operating in Ellar Ghyll. Middle Mill was a bobbin mill 
run by Charles Hargreaves in 1861 and Joseph Hargreaves in 1881, Higher 
Mill, formerly Murphy's Engineering, was also a bobbin mill run owned by 
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Charles Hargreaves in 1861. Gill Mill, now demolished, was a bobbin mill in 
1858 and 1908. 

The national census for 1871 recorded Menston's highest population of 455. In 
contrast to 1861, only five out of one hundred houses were uninhabited. 
Nearly half of the population were in employment, including 56 in agriculture 
and 88 in the textile industry. No wool combers are recorded, but there are 
thirteen bleachers who probably worked at the bleach works at the foot of 
Menston Glen. The works existed well into the twentieth century. The 
remaining workers numbered sixteen domestic workers, nine quarrymen, and 
seven railway workers. 

The railways provided the most significant primary employment. The 
0t1ey and Ilkley Joint Line, forming a link with Leeds, was opened on August 
1, 1865. Temporary arrangements were made to accommodate trains 
travelling from Bradford to Apperley Junction, where they were coupled to 
trains from Leeds to Otley and Ilkley. The trains were accordingly divided at 
Menston Junction, where a station was provided from 1873 to 1877. The 
present station was opened on December 1, 1875, during this interim 
arrangement. Eventually the link from Guiseley Junction in Shipley to Esholt 
Junction in Guiseley was completed on December 4, 1876. The line from Ilkley 
to Skipton completed the route to the north when it opened on October 1, 
1888. The controversial bowstring girder bridge across Brook Street, Ilkley is 
still well remembered. 

Of the 212 in work in 1871, 58 were born in Menston, Yorkshire born 
but not Menston totalled 131, and 23 were born elsewhere, including four 
from Ireland. 

In 1881 there is another growth in population, with 662 persons recorded as 
dwelling in 132 houses, and only 12 premises uninhabited. Of 239 jobs, 37 
were in agriculture, 59 in textiles, and the rest in 'other' occupations. 
Dependence on the two main sources of employment was beginning to wane 
in the village, and would continue to do so up to the present day when 
farming alone continues. Domestic servants totalled 36, with ten general 
labourers and nine railway workers. With the increase in train travel, 
Menston also became a residential area for commuters to Bradford and Leeds. 

Menston Parish Church was dedicated to St. John the Divine on April 
28, 1871. During the incumbency of the second vicar, Reverend William Ewart 
Dutton, a vicarage was built in 1878. 

Menston also supported a National School in Decry Hill from the 1860s 
to 1880s, by which time the Church of England school was well established. 
The National Schools were formed by supporters of educational innovator 
Reverend Andrew Bell (1753-1832). Reading, writing and arithmetic were 
taught to children, plus the Anglican catechism. The schools were run on the 
monitor system, using children as teachers. The 1881 census records John D. 
Hargreaves of Derry Hill Row as a pupil-teacher, most likely at the National 
School. 

It is hard to gauge the effect that Acts of Parliament such as 1847 
Factory Act and the 1870 Education Act had on Menston, where the 
population and factories were small. The repeal of the Combination Acts in 
1824 removed legislation that punished trade union conspiracies. The only 
time that Menston had an apparent industrial conflict concerned 115 wool 
combers in 1851. 
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The Parliamentary Reform Act of 1832 extended the solely male 
Parliamentary franchise to owners of houses and hereditary leased farms 
valued at £10, and leaseholders of land worth £50. The working classes, 
therefore, could not afford the male franchise, although some of Menston's 
menfolk would gain the vote. 

The repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 removed heavy duties on imports 
of corn that had sought to protect farmers, when in fact bad harvests in 
Britain left people with only costly imported corn. The debate in Menston 
must have been quite varied by virtue of its mixed agricultural and industrial 
heritage. 

The Factory Act of 1847 introduced the ten hour day for children aged 
thirteen to eighteen and for women. Due to some owners employing women 
and children on a shift system, the implementation of the ten hour legislation 
was circumvented. A further Act in 1850 limited the opening hours to twelve 
per day and women and children to sixty hours per week, thereby achieving 
the ten hour objective of the 1847 Act. Menston possessed four mills plus a 
further three down Ellar Ghyll in Otley. All seven were relatively small and 
although required to comply with the new legislation, the laws more 
obviously concerned the quickly growing large areas of population with their 
rapidly developing factories. 

Public health became an increasing concern, whether in Bradford, 
Leeds or Menston. Houses were built on cramped sites with poor and dirty 
streets. The drainage systems were inadequate or even non-existent. Child 
mortality was up to one third of those under one year. Finally cholera was 
constantly a threat. Few enactments were more needed than the Public Health 
Act of 1848. Local boards formed systems of street cleansing and refuse 
collection. House builders were required to supply a water supply and 
adequate drainage. A health rate could be levied. Menston may have thereby 
gained the services of William Lund as a repairer of roads by 1851. All new 
houses would be subject to the Act. Eventually the Public Health Act of 1875 
brought all the relevant legislation into one major Act. 

The 1870 Education Act (Forster Act) enabled ratepayers to elect school 
boards, which Menston duly did in 1887, seventeen years after the legislation 
was approved by Parliament. No doubt the adequacy of the Church of 
England School influenced its continuation before it finally closed in 1886. 
Menston Board School opened in 1894. 

Enclosures consisted of turning separate strips into holdings, each 
enclosed behind a hedge. The last enclosure of Menston took place in 1822. 
Bertie Markiand inherited the Griffith Wright enclosures, including The 
Grange, which was leased as a farm, Grange Avenue and Moorview Croft. 
Part of the enclosure was the Church of England School frontages, which 
were later donated to the Church. The church was dedicated in 1871, and the 
school was opened in 1873. Fairfax (Old) Hall was owned by Walter 
(Hawksworth) Fawkes and leased to Christopher and Edmund Jennings and 
David Popplewell. One of the frontage ownerships of Robert Exley comprised 
Lane Ends to Croft Park. From this enclosure, Exley donated the land for the 
original Methodist chapel, built in 1826. Across the road Fawkes owned the 
enclosure fronting the former Sunday school. Francis Fawkes donated land 
for the Methodist Sunday /day School from this entitlement. Christopher 
Rhodes owned the frontage enclosure including Ellicott Court and Kirklands. 
Mary Rhodes and Robert Exley followed. Initially known as Fourness House, 
it became Kirklands in recent times. 
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THE POLITICAL ORGANISATION OF THE IRISH IN 

BRADFORD DURING THE 1890s' 

By Andrew F. Maguire 

To state that Bradford is built' on the in-migration of peoples from 
across the British Isles, Europe, and indeed the Empire, is somewhat of a 
truism. The purpose of the this work will be to highlight what was arguably 
the most important immigrant group in the history of nineteenth century 
Bradford; one that made a significant contribution to the social, economic, 
religious and cultural make-up of the city - the Irish. There are myriad ways 
in which to measure and evaluate the Irish element in any given British city 
during this period, but the principal means of attaining this will be through 
the sphere of political participation and activism. Recent population flows 
into the city and surrounding districts have tended to obscure or even eclipse 
our knowledge of earlier inflows. What needs to borne in mind is that the 
overall Irish experience during the 'long nineteenth-century' was in many 
respects repeated in the more recent immigrant story of those from the Indian 
subcontinent, West Indies and elsewhere. Successive migrant groups have 
encountered similar problems, antagonisms, and general hostilities, usually in 
the shape of native/host antipathy. However, this does not imply that the 
migrant experience in Bradford lacks any positive qualities. 

Much of the writing on the Irish in Britain has tended to highlight the 
social dimension. The intention here is to examine the Irish political 
experience through migrant responses to political developments in their 
native land; namely the long and unsuccessful quest for legislative 
independence for Ireland in the form of Home Rule. The chief means of 
understanding this multifaceted dimension shall be through an examination 
of two annual 'Conventions' of the Irish National League of Great Britain 
(INLGB) held in Bradford in 1892 and 1899. Moreover, it is also the aim here 
to make some headway in redressing the imbalance of research conducted on 
the overall Yorkshire-Irish experience - particularly the realm of political 
behaviour. The study of the Irish in Britain has tended to focus on areas other 
than Yorkshire, and those conducted within the county pale in comparison to 
the voluminous body of literature that exists for the likes of Lancashire, 
London and Scotland. Taken together, those that do add to our understanding 
of the Yorkshire context say relatively little on the political outlook and 
behaviour of the Irish. 

Before proceeding any further, it is worth pausing to provide some 
explanation of Irish politics at this time and the workings of the said 
organisation. Although representing a somewhat ambiguous term, Home 
Rule in its simplest form entailed the promotion of self-government for the 
entire island of Ireland, through the establishment of an Irish parliament in 
Dublin. Loosely based on a 'federal' system, insisting upon retaining its links 
with the British monarch and Empire, it viewed the example of Canada as a 
legitimate precedence for such a bold move initiative. Emerging in the early 
1870s, though having much earlier roots, it was unceremoniously laid to rest 
in 1918; its death knell being the creation of the Irish Free State and the 
province of Northern Ireland (partition concluded by 1925). It was precisely 
this nationalist dogma that captured the political imagination of an expatriate 
community for almost half a century. The hierarchy of the INL itself 
essentially comprised of an Executive and President based in London, with 
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the lower strata made up of the local branch and its subscribing members. Its 
president for the most of the Home Rule saga, Thomas Power O'Connor, was 
the only Irish nationalist MP to hold a seat in Great Britain.' What also needs 
to be noted, is that the INL was a constitutional political body that sought 
reform via parliamentary methods and eschewed the 'physical-force' ideology 
of open military insurrection employed by extreme wings within the wider 
nationalist movement (Fenianism), opting instead for 'moral-force'. The 
raison d'être of the INL can be reduced to four main functions. Firstly, 
electoral registration of eligible members of the Irish community was a 
central component in its strategy - in the words of one contemporary, 'its 
most potent weapon'. Secondly, this was designed to create a bloc vote; one 
that was well drilled and marshalled at the elections. Thirdly, the nation-wide 
network of branches and the harnessing of an Irish electoral force contributed 
to the all-important financial aspect of the League and its parliamentary 
body - the Irish Parliamentary Party in Westminster. And finally, in addition 
to the 'official' dimension, the League 'unofficially' provided a 'hub' for social 
and ethnic cohesion, largely based on the less serious convivial goings-on in 
the pub (with some branches even owning their own premises and bar) - 

much to chagrin of the Executive? And tied to this, the local branch also 
offered a means of moving up the social ladder within the Irish community, 
or 'ethnic-sphere"; but as will be demonstrated later, it inadvertently created 
an alternative mobility by connecting with wider Bradfordian society in the 
political and social arena. Essentially, the INL and its branch structure can be 
seen as a 'fifth column' or 'special interest group' that operated in the 
'external' context of Britain - and in this instance the West Riding. It sought 
political redress for the homeland, promoted all things Irish, whilst 
simultaneously resisting any assimilatory or integrationist moves into British 
society. 

Before commencing with an assessment of the Conventions, it is worth 
bringing to light the Irish community that existed prior to the 1890s.The 
arrival and settlement and nascent political conciousness require attention.' 
To begin with, the influx of impoverished Irish migrants during the early 
Victorian era, primarily resulting from social and economic pressures in 
Ireland is but 'yesterday' when compared to the ancient Irish influences upon 
the city and wider region.'° Inquiries into Irish history also highlight many 
features of the migratory process, namely: migrant origin, socio-economic 
status and patterns of settlement, and push/pull factors. Although specific 
sanitary and social inquiries were conducted across Britain into the impact of 
the Irish on British society, Bradford appears to have received little attention. 
However, an unofficial investigation conducted by Angus Bethune Reach 
furnishes us with an invaluable insight into the condition of the 'lowly Irish' 
at the height of the 'Great Calamity' (Irish Famine, 1845-9).' This early 
account of the Bradford-Irish clearly illustrates the humble socio-economic 
position in which many found themselves. As insightful as this and other 
similar accounts are, it is nevertheless distorted by the prevalent anti-Irish 
attitudes and perceptions of the day. However flawed they may be, Reach's 
accounts can still be utilised to uncover many of the more subtle aspects of the 
migrant story at this critical point in the history of the Irish Diaspora. 
Published as a series of letters in the Morning Chronicle, entitled 'Labour and 
the Poor"', the Irish invariably came in for special attention where they 
existed in any numerical strength. In his trip to Bradford and Halifax, he 
commented that, 'We proceed first to see some of the low Irish haunts. As 
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usual, the great majority of the adults are hawkers, but a few of them are 
wool-combers'. He goes on to record that: 

The general appearance of their houses I have frequently 
sketched. They almost always consist of a single room - 

generally a cellar - a low, dark, foul-smelling place, with rough 
stools and a broken table or so lying about ... There always 
seems to exist a sort of community of dwellings among these 
people, which I never find among their English neighbours... In 
an adjacent cellar the scene was perfectly savage. The floor was 
earth, covered with splints of wood produced in match making. 
The articles of furniture were two - a rough wooden trestle, on 
which were placed a broken brown plate and some herring 
bones - and a square box, like a small coffin, in which lay an 
infant. A woman, with a skin so foul that she might have passed 
for a negress, was squatted on the ground - and a litter, I cannot 
call them a group, of children burrowed about her. The woman 
could barely talk English; yet she must have been more than a 
dozen years in the country, for the eldest boy, an urchin fully as 
old, told me that he had been born in Lincolnshire. 

What can be gleaned from this extract is that the Irish were heavily 
concentrated in the lower rungs of society, struggling to adjust to the 
transition from a rural to industrial locale. Reach also provides glimpses into 
the occupational profile of the Irish, recording that they were largely reliant 
on wool-combing - 'the only branch of manufacturing' that 'supported a fair 
proportion of adult Irish males', and women dominating the hawking trade. 
The migratory path of the Irish can be detected in what is known as 'step-
migration'. As in the case of the Irish 'negress', this family exhibits migratory 
patterns that often involved a transient existence, or more specifically, a series 
of 'steps' from one location to another, finally resulting in some form of 
permanent residence dependent upon prevailing economic conditions. In the 
case of Yorkshire, the Irish were principally attracted to the county for its 
textile industry and stable source remunerative employment. A constant 
theme in relation to Irish occupational proclivities invariably rested on the 
assumption that they lowered wages and acted as strike-breakers. Although 
this perception holds some truth, a great of deal of misunderstanding and 
gross exaggeration informed wider public perceptions. This is perfectly 
illustrated in the response of one working-class Bradfordian when asked how 
mechanisation impacted on his employment opportunities: "It didn't do us 
much good anyway. . .There's worse than the new machine for Englishmen.. 
and that's the ship loads of them Irish that's coming among us, and pulling 
down the wage". Reach also points to the origin of the migrant Irish who 
'have been bred to the employment [wool-combing] at Mount Mellick, in 
Queen's County', which is indicative of the push /pull factors involved; this is 
evident in the decline of the woollen industry in Ireland compared to that of 
Yorkshire. Also of interest here, is that the Celt was not the only group drawn 
to the region. He remarks that the 'mass of the wool-combers of Yorkshire 
includes natives of almost all the southern counties of England', which adds 
weight to the assertion that Bradford is a town of immigration and reinforces 
the idea of migration as a complex and fluid phenomenon.° 
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Apart from middle-class English perceptions of the Irish, one observer 
in particular captured a unique snapshot of the Britannic Irish, by way of a 
survey conducted in order to ascertain the political capabilities of the English 
face of Irish nationalism.'5 During the month of September in 1872, Hugh 
Heinrick investigated Bradford for the purpose of propagating the electoral 
potential of an organised Irish vote." He recorded that 'the Irish possess great 
political power. The Home Rule Association there, though established only 
since last January, numbers nearly 700 on its rolls, and the accession to its 
force goes on regularly increasing. Here is evidence of great political power, 
but up to the present the results have not been proportionate to the means.' In 
capturing the mood of the Bradford-Irish, he noted that the establishment of a 
Home Rule branch 'had given to the Irishmen of Bradford for the first time a 
true and real centre of union and cohesion'. It was precisely this union and 
cohesion that gave the movement its greatest appeal. Additionally, one vitally 
important observation relates to the perceived 'internal threat' of the Irish, 
and it is exactly this threat that goes some way in explaining the strong 
relationship that developed between Liberalism and Irish nationalism over 
the coming decades. Heinrick demonstrates this by stressing that the Irish 
population in Bradford 'is so large as to exercise a political influence sufficient 
to rule the destinies of parties.,, the power of political parties is so nearly 
balanced that, with proper organisation and preparation, the issue of an 
electoral contest would depend on the Irish vote'.' It was this very idea that 
lay at the heart of Irish nationalism in Britain. Where a small swing in votes 
could determine the outcome of elections, the Irish sought to manipulate 
these conditions in order to extract guarantees from political hopefuls on the 
'Irish Question'. This tactic rested on abstention as well as actually voting for 
either of the dominant British parties. 

Dismayed at the level of apathy and indifference among his Irish 
brethren, Heinrick repeatedly argued that organisation and direction was all 
that was required in Bradford. He went on to state that with this vital 
ingredient in place 'the full organised force of the Irish populace will be 
henceforth directed, in both local and imperial affairs, with a view of 
advancing Irish interests in the town... There is not a town in England where 
there are Irishmen better qualified to organise and direct the people 
politically, and none, I am satisfied, from which, in proportion to population, 
the national cause will receive more efficient aid.' In a similar vein to that of 
Reach, Heinrick also observes that, 'The position of the Irish people in 
Bradford are, in very few instances, above the rank of the lowest labour' and 
that the 'men are chiefly employed as builders' labourers, excavators, Icr; the 
women in the mills, in the worsted manufacture.' Much of his evidence, 
however, was reliant upon second-hand accounts supplied by local Irishmen. 
One such individual was a certain Mr. J. O'Neill, who stressed that the Irish 
were very much 'a very worthy and respectable class', being 'very attentive to 
their religious duties, and very well conducted'. The morality of the Irish 
tends to occupy much of Heinrick's writings through what he saw as the 
'debasing' of his fellow-countrymen as a result of excessive and unnecessary 
contact with the host population and resultant pernicious effects. He held the 
Irish as a 'distinct and superior' people, 'even though their one prevailing vice 
is drunkenness'. The overall evidence supplied by Heinrick is invaluable in 
relation to the political condition of the Bradford-Irish, but his accounts 
warrant caution. As with Heinrick, John Denvir, a Liverpudlian Irishman, 
visited Yorkshire for the very same reason some twenty years later. This later 
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account, though still partisan, underlines both the social and intertwined 
political dynamic of the Irish community. 

As a consequence of the more favourable condition of our 
people in Yorkshire they are better able to help the cause 
financially. Fortunately they are not only able but willing, so 
that, with the exception, perhaps, of South Wales, there is no 
place where, in proportion to the Irish population, more 
substantial aid is given to the Irish national organisation than in 
Yorkshire, as might be expected, too, they are well organised.° 

The Annual INLGB Conventions 

IPdSK NTIOYAi r.1 . GUJ. 

ANNUAL CONVENTION IN BIIADFORD. 

Following the emergence and development of Irish nationalist bodies 
in Bradford from the early 1870s, there continued to exist a notable Irish 
political presence despite the turmoil of internal division, dissent and 
realignments under different political bodies.° This is evident in the volume 
and diversity of branches, and respective delegates in attendance at the 1892 
& 1899 Conventions.' A fundamental ingredient in the annual convention lay 
in the attendance of Irish MPs, or Irish political elite. This aspect reinforces the 
idea of what might be termed a 'servicing' of the Irish community in order to 
maintain support and boost morale. Such visits were not confined to major 
events, but included countless speaking tours. The purpose and scope of the 
annual INL Convention was to assemble Ireland's political voice in Britain in 
one place, the culmination of meticulous planning, which can be seen in the 
vast and varied attendance of delegates from as far away as London and 
Edinburgh. These annual assemblies were to guide general policies and 
direction of the overall organisation. They also provided a means by which 
the leadership could keep tight reins on the movement. Crucially, this 
entailed attempts at eradicating of all forms of dissent and division amongst 
the rank and file through a constant emphasis on unity. In fact, the topic of 
'Unity' came to dominate virtually all such Conventions, yet the issues 
surrounding voting behaviour and electoral registration were an ever-
controversial topic. In certain respects, similar operations are evident in the 
many Si Patrick's festivities that took place in Bradford over the years. One 
such celebration closely resembled the purpose of the Convention in its 
evocative display of political paraphernalia and symbolism, not to mention 
public displays of Irishness.° 

The format and venue of the Conventions tell us a lot about the 
significance of these events and the prestige attached to them. Usually the 
Bradford events happened over a weekend, which opened with the major 
Convention being held in the Mechanics' Institute - closed to public and press 
alike, and only attended by nominated branch delegates. Following this chief 



affair, a smaller select delegation then attended an 'Evening Banquet" at 
which an eclectic representation was present, including the Irish delegation of 
Ml's and INL Executive, Liberal Ml's, and local members of the Bradford 
branches, as well as a clerical contingent. The following day then acted as a 
grand finale to the entire weekend being aptly labelled a 'Demonstration' due 
to its wider appeal and more open platform, as it tended not to possess the 
strictures of 'resolutions', 'movements' and 'adoptions'. 

The INLGB Convention of 1892  

TW 

flUSH NATIONAL LEA G1Th 
OF GREAT BRITAIN. - 

ANNUAL CONVENTION AT 
J3R,tDFOILE. 

The 1892 Convention followed just months after the death of its once 
charismatic leader, Charles Stewart Parnell, and the acrimonious split that 
occurred within the Irish Party (creating the opposing camps of Parnellite and 
anti-Parnellite).° The motives behind the anti-Parnellite stance did not wholly 
emanate from Ireland, as the moral imperatives of Nonconformity and the 
Catholicism played a significant role in informing opinion. It is against this 
backdrop that the Irishmen of Britain found themselves in a situation that 
required immediate consolidation in order to meet the new political terrain of 
factionalism and the upcoming general election of that year. In spite of this, 
much of the '92 gathering was concerned with the confusion and division that 
reigned over what form of political allegiance should be adopted when 
selecting the appropriate candidate at municipal and general elections. This 
topic also contained specific relevance to the social position that the vast 
majority of the Irish occupied in Britain. Given that the Irish predominantly 
belonged to the working classes, their loyalties became torn between the 
candidate that best represented their specific and immediate interests in 
Bradford, and those of 'Ould Ireland'. In addressing this dilemma, T.P. 
O'Connor reiterated the INLGB programme of placing the Irish cause at the 
top of the agenda, with other factors being a secondary consideration. 

He was bound, and his colleagues were bound, to regard their 
country as their first and supreme consideration (cheers), but at 
the same time they held that it was quite consistent with that 
policy to take a strong and deep interest in the democratic policy 
of the Liberal Party in this country (hear, hear). It was consistent 
with the policy, first, because the two millions of the Irish people 
that dwelt in Great Britain belonged almost entirely to the 
working classes (hear, hear), and he might say that a large body 
of them belonged not merely to labour, but what might be called 
unskilled labour, and therefore it was in their interest as 
guardians of their welfare to take their share in advancing every 
democratic measure the effort and the purpose of which was to 
improve the material and the moral condition of the mass of the 
people (cheers). . . it was "IRELAND FIRST, LAST, AND ALL 
OF THE TIME" (hear, hear, and cheers)." 
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The social position of the Irish therefore represented a conundrum in 
itself, as the benefits of political participation were not altogether restricted to 
an Irish agenda. Even though O'Connor stated that it did not represent a 
contradiction or conflict of interest for members of the INLGB, it does 
however point to the very real possibility of the Irish electorate drawn to the 
cause of Labour.0 It was a very potent and constant threat by the leadership. 
These alternative political 'groupings' presented a predicament for the Irish 
voter as both were means by which the Irish interest could be advanced. The 
lure of Labour representation at a municipal level offered the Irish a realistic 
means of influencing more immediate concerns, whereas 'pure' Liberalism 
largely represented the Irish interest at the level of 'high politics'. What was 
at stake here was who could best represent the needs and wishes of a 
working-class ethnic minority fixated on a national sentimentalism? This 
becomes acutely important in a Yorkshire context as Bradford was soon to 
become the birth-place of the Independent Labour Party (ILP) in 1893. What 
becomes apparent is that the INL implicitly presented itself, at least at 
Convention level, as a 'hybrid' organisation comprised of both British and 
Irish objectives. 

The issue eventually came down to 'Rule 14,r, which stipulated that 
branches should support only those candidates 'who are supporters of Mr. 
Gladstone's Irish policy, and who have been adopted by the local Liberal 
Association; and in all cases where a difference of opinion exists among 
branches, the question shall be referred for decision to the Executive.' 
During these proceedings, and in typical clerical fashion, a Reverend 
Kennedy suggested that the Rule 'be so made as to let the Irish branches, as 
such, confine their efforts to Parliamentary contests, leaving the individuals 
the right to exercise their private judgement as they thought fit. (Applause.)' 
Again, one can see a certain degree of 'divided loyalty' or a blurring of lines in 
Irish political behaviour. The Chairman emphasised that the INLGB was 
'bound' to the Liberal Party due to its policy on Irish legislative independence 
and it therefore deserved their unwavering 'support and confidence', The 
Executive maintained its position with the President stressing that, 'When he 
spoke of the Liberal party he referred to all sections of it', and emphasised 
that the '... Labour party was a very important section of the Liberal party' 
and was therefore 'entitled to their confidence and support'. Yet it was 
Bradford that supplied a pertinent example of this quandary in the form of 
double candidature, and it was something that O'Connor wished to draw 
attention to by underlining whom the Irish should be directed to support in 
such an instance. 

How, therefore, were they to know, when there were two 
Liberal candidates in the field, which was the Liberal candidate 
entitled to their support? It was a fart that in the town in which 
they were assembled (Bradford), there were, unfortunately, two 
gentlemen calling themselves Liberals, one calling himself 
Liberal solely, and the other Liberal and Labour. They must, 
under those circumstances, have some means of selection. If 
they divided they would let in the Tory. They were all members 
of the Labour party of the country. The Irish supplied a large 
portion of the labour in England. Their organisation [the 
INLGB] was essentially and almost exclusively formed of 
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labouring men; and therefore he said to their labouring friends 
LLabour party] that when they appealed to them as Irishmen, in 
the name of labour, they preached to the already converted. 
Their party was a labour party, and therefore must be in favour 
of labour reform. (Applause.) 

O'Connor went on to argue that supporting a 'Lib-Lab' candidate was 
preferential to any other form of Liberal, conditional upon not letting a Tory 
into power, but this decision was not a luxury afforded to INLGB members as 
they were ultimately bound by directives from above. The two Bradford 
candidates in question were 'Mr. lllingworth and AId. Tillett' who were both 
standing for the Bradford constituency in the general election of 1892. As both 
were assumed to be in favour of Home Rule, it was restated that some means 
of selection should be put in place in order to decide between them (Rule 14), 
on top of deciding which candidate stood the best chance of winning the seat. 
Solely relying on the local Liberal Association was deemed insufficient, as it 
might not act in accordance with the instructions of its central body. 
O'Connor finally proposed the drafting of an amendment that again 
reiterated active participation in all elections and supporting only those 
candidates in favour of the Gladstone's Irish policy, the exception being a 
League branch that wished to put forward their own Irish candidate. An 
occurrence that was only ever successful in Liverpool - yet the Yorkshire 
contingent did apparently consider such a move.n 

Overall, Labour's position on the issue of Home Rule was one that was 
conducive to Irish support and it is of little surprise that specific rules and 
amendments were drafted to tackle the issue of a divided Irish body politic. 
Labour's encroachment on Irish matters was rebuffed by a delegate who 
emphasised that the 'supreme purpose' of the INL was self-government for 
Ireland, and it was having the effect of preventing them from concentrating 
their efforts and having the effect of 'dispersing their energies'. Most telling 
however was the affirmation that the INL was '... the most truly and 
incontestable representative of Irish labour in Britain, and it was therefore 
bound to give its full support to all questions and demands of labour'. It was 
then declared, 'but what if we allow this organisation... to be transformed 
into a British Labour organisation, what would the consequence be? Why, up 
and down the country all kinds of attempts are made upon our branches and 
upon our members to get them into ACTS OF FOLLY, OF TREASON, AND 
OF DIVISION UNDER THE GUISE OF LABOUR'. What can be deduced is 
that Labour loomed large in the minds of the Irish, and far from being 
deferential, numerous branches were noted for their disobedience when 
directed to act in accordance with electoral strategies. 
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The INLGB Convention of 1899 
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Although certain certain themes were present in 
both Conventions, 1899 witnessed attempts at 
repairing the division of the Parnellite split. It was 
during this conference that the idea of changing the 
name of the INL to the United Irish League was 
first mooted, constituting a move that sought to 
reflect developments in Ireland. It was essentially 

the theme of 'Unity' which sought to put United back in the movement. 
William Sullivan of Bradford emphasised the need to tackle this over-riding 
concern as he 'was of the opinion that they could not possibly get Home Rule 
unless they had a united party in the House of Commons'. 

They should tell the people in Ireland that they in England were 
not going to keep on fighting unless they at home would assist 
them. They in England did not care to go on working against the 
stream, and kicking their feet against stone walls, unless the 
people in Ireland were prepared to assist in pulling down walls. 
The Irish people should insist upon their representatives being 
members of a pledge-bound party, and when that was done 
they would have no difficulty in securing the sinews of war 
from America and Canada.'° 

What becomes apparent in much of the debate surrounding unity is the 
awareness of 'us' and 'them', them at home and us over here. This indicates 
the extent of frustration felt by the Irish in Britain, as they remained united 
throughout the entire Parnell fiasco in the face of dissension in Ireland. The 
imperative of re-uniting the wider international organisation was advanced 
during this platform. 'What's in a Name' was the sub-title and the changing of 
INL to UIL proves insightful. It would have been expected that root and 
branch support for this modification would have been forthcoming but the 
majority rejected an alteration on the grounds that there existed great 
attachment to the title and any change was wholly unnecessary. What is 
more, the ULL in Ireland was described by one delegate as an agrarian 
movement that had little or no relevance to those who resided in the 
industrial and urban centres of Britain. The whole debate was very Yorkshire-
centric with a very vocal Mr. Sullivan supporting the resolution of change in 
name. In spite of this, the Bradford representative faced the strongest criticism 
from fellow Yorkshire Gaels. Support came from the Hunslet branch, yet 
opposition came from the Leeds contingent. The conclusion was that the 
name of the INLGB should remain. As ever, financial concerns formed an 
ever-important topic for debate in '99 and sums received in the previous year 
were a reflection of 'industrial unrest, which in turn put immense pressures 
on the INL'. 
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As noted earlier the Convention was a means of providing the much 
needed to fillip to the faithful as such crises unfolded. The very fact that the 
INLGB managed to survive at all was upheld as a testament to level of 
'efficiency in periods of depression, division, and apathy' and was seen as 
'setting an example of faith, fortitude and patriotism' the world over. 

As tradition dictated, the day was rounded off with the Evening 
Banquet, and as ever there was an eclectic congregation. One important 
feature was the lack of any Liberal representation compared to 1892 - Mr & 
Mrs. Byles sending apologies for their absence - an interesting development 
given that elections were not impending. The following day was again an 
open Demonstration with some 3,000 in attendance, which no doubt had a 
wider appeal to local Bradfordians eager to see what all the fuss was about, 
and also an opportunity to see what some their Irish neighbours were so 
preoccupied with in their respective branches. 

In conclusion, it can be argued that the INLGB represented a 'badge of 
identity' and an expression of Irishness for many within the Irish communit 
- revealing their sense of amar patriæ. It gave voice to the expatriate Iris 
who sought to find a place in their new surroundings, and demonstrated to 
those at home that they were worthy of being called Irishmen, regardless of 
their self-imposed exile, and who contributed equally to the cause. They 
insisted that the homeland could learn a lesson or two from them in the game 
of politics. The Conventions bear testament to the overall strength of Irish 
political consciousness in Bradford and provides a unique insight into wider 
communal self-perceptions. However, not all Irish men or women were 
proactive participants in the political plight of Ireland, and in reference to 
tangible political gains, the movement never attained its full potential, 
achieving far less than it ever claimed. Yet success or failure is of slight 
concern here - the sheer existence of such a movement in a northern 
industrial town speaks volumes. Some historians have asserted that man 
more Irish darkened the doors of their local Church than ever enrolled in Iris 
nationalist organisations, but this approach should not diminish the political 
element in the Bradford-Irish experience as most, if not all, acted in a political 
capacity at some point or another. When forced to fall back on their ethnicity, 
as was often the case, many migrants reacted by joining or implicitly 
supporting their local INLGB branch. The above Conventions clearly illustrate 
the existence of an Irish nationalist religio-political, or ethno-political, 
network within the West Riding; yet more importantly, this network extended 
across Britain, back to the homeland and across the Diaspora. The 
shenanigans at the annual Conventions in Bradford provide an illuminating 
insight into the operations of the organisation. What has been shown above is 
that Irish nationalism is a somewhat different commodity in its external 
context and needs to be appreciated as such. What applied to Ireland did not 
necessarily apply to Britain, and what applied to London or Liverpool did not 
apply to Bradford. The involvement of INLGB members in local politics 
demonstrates this quality and a more intimate attachment to Liberalism and 
eventually Labour, set the organisation and its community on a path of 
political assimilation and wider integration. 
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• Table 1: List of Bradford Branches! Delegates, 1892 INLGB 
Convention. 

Central Dillon-O'Brien  

Cite. M. O'Flyrrn T. Brown 

J.W. Casey F. Keegan 

T. Casey Jeremiah Tane 

R. Jackson T. McDermott 

W. Sullivan Miss Farrell (Ladies) 

Mrs Cawley (Ladies) 

Dwite 

M. Kearns 

J. Clinton 

Grattan  

W. Smith 

K. Manogue 

M.M. Millbank 

F. Kenny 

1. Kennedy 

Table 2: List of Bradford branches! delegates. 1899 INLGB 
Convention, 

Central  

John Clavin 

James Egan 

John Henry 

G.W.B. Saville 

Thomas McKee 

Dir. M. 0'Flytsn 

Wm. Sullivan 
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"A REMARKABLE YORKSHIREWOMAN": 

BERTHA LONSDALE, 1910-1977 

By James Ogden 

A prolific writer and broadcaster, Bertha Lonsdale told many tales of 
heroism, but none more inspiring than the story of her own life. She was born 
with feet so deformed that, despite operations when she was three months 
old, a consultant declared that she would never walk. She did walk, with the 
aid first of callipers and later of special boots, but for many years doctors 
maintained that nothing further could be done surgically. It was not till she 
was forty-six that surgeons developed the ability and confidence to perform 
further operations, which enabled her to wear shoes and stockings and, as she 
said, "completely transformed my life". These operations were performed by 
Mr James Wishart at the Duke of York's Hospital, Bradford. 

Bertha's parents were William (1879-1959) and Mary Jane Lonsdale 
(1879-1961). As children they were in the same class at Ingrow Board School, 
Keighley, and in 1903 they married at Wesley Place Wesleyan Chapel. Mr 
Lonsdale was a miliworker, a Methodist lay preacher, and a student of 
biblical criticism. There were two children, Alfred Hartley, born in 1906, and 
Bertha, born four years later on 11 January. The family had moved to 7 
Sydney Street, Bingley, and Bertha was baptised at 'the cathedral of 
Methodism', Mornington Road Chapel. Soon afterwards Mr Lonsdale took a 
job at Salt's Mill, the family moved to Saltaire (living first at 9 William Henry 
Street, later at 34 Titus Street), and a long association with Saltaire Wesleyans 
began. Mr Lonsdale eventually became an overlooker in the Pattern Weaving 
Department at Salt's, and in 1929 the family made its final move, across the 
river to a new semi-detached house at 9 Glenaire Drive, Coach Road, Baildon, 
with a view still dominated by the mill but within sight of fields and woods. 

Of her early years Bertha remembered mainly the love of her parents 
and brother, and her own determination to overcome her physical handicap. 
At the age of two she stood on her grandmother's kitchen table and sang the 
first verse of 'Christians Awake'. But it was with schooldays that clearer 
memories of a happy childhood began. She attended the Albert Road Infant 
and Junior Schools, from which she won a County Minor scholarship which 
enabled her to proceed to Salt Girls' High School. Teachers there wisely 
insisted that she should take part in games and gymnastics as far as possible. 
She was already a great reader, and now developed a love of English 
literature and creative writing. After doing well in her School Certificate 
examinations, she made an apparently cautious, but happily progressive 
move: she obtained a Lady Cavendish scholarship and took a course in 
shorthand and typing at the Yorkshire Secretarial College in Leeds. Her first 
employer was John Symington, Lord Brotherton's librarian; according to 
Bertha, he "knew nothing about literature but had a genius for collecting 
valuable books and manuscripts". These were sent to his house in Newlay, 
where Bertha had the rewarding task of transcribing letters by Mrs Gaskell, 
Swinbume and Watts-Dunton. Hence she acquired a taste for literary and 
historical research. 
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Librarian 

Figure 1: Portrait of Bertha Lonsdale, Baildon librarian, 1946 

In 1931 Bertha herself became a librarian, assistant-in-charge at the 
Baildon branch of the West Riding County Library. She soon made this small 
room in Towngate a great centre of village life, became known to everyone, 
and achieved a remarkable rapport with youngsters. She also thought about 
library science, and published an article, 'Why Not Abolish the Word Non-
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fiction?' (The Librarian, March 1936): its negative associations resulted in 
people borrowing only seven so-called non-fiction books for every hundred 
fiction; might not a new name or different approach make more readers 
aware of the excitement they were missing? In 1941 the library post was made 
full-time at a salary of about £120 per annum. Yet coping with the routines of 
issuing and stacking books, and the demands of borrowers, could be hard 
work; she was glad of opportunities to collect her thoughts, as she explains in 
a dialect poem; 

On a Yorkshire Moor 

Whene'er I'm stalled o' t' mouild o' men, 
I tak a walk up t' village street 

To wheer t' gurt moor comes dahn to meet 
T' houses 'at clutter round. 

A bit beyont, ower t' springy grass, 
Wheer t' bend a' t' hilt bids seet a' t' tahn, 

I mak me way and set me dahn 
To rest mysen awhile. 

Afore me moidered, aching een, 
For mile on stretching mile t' moors roll 

Until they touch t' far rim o' t' bowl 
0' 1' sky wi' misty folds. 

There's nowt at all to hearken tull 
But peewits call and bleating sheep 
And I' little whining winds 'at keep 

T' bracken and t' hog astir. 

T' slope anent me's checked wi' fields 
Like patches on me mother's twilt. 

That land were cleared and farms were built 
Long sin, and bides so still. 

Mad rush and bustle's useless here, 
Life's ruled wi' nature's steady beat 
0' sleep and wakening, dark and leet, 

T' sun's warmth and rainy cold. 

Its ageless calm sipes through me mind, 
Renews me hope; revives me brain; 
And from me native hilts I gain 
True peace and gurt content. 

When I go back to wark, this peace 
Agateards goes wi' me. Though fret 
And care and din soon smoor it, yet 

A whisper on 't abides. 

(mouild: turmoil; moideted: flustered; sipes: seeps; agateards goes wi'; 
accompanies; smoor; smother) 

Bertha spoke with a Yorkshire accent and used some dialect expressions; she 
knew the dialect well as her parents spoke nothing else. The poem perhaps 
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reflects her father's experience of work and recreation as well as her own, but 
there is no doubt that she is thinking of Baildon, Baildon Moor and the view 
from 'The Eaves'. 

Writer and Broadcaster 

In 1945 Bertha became an Associate of the Library Association, but 
three years later she left the library to become a full-time writer and 
broadcaster. Among her early works are plays for Sunday school services and 
concerts; now her aim was to write children's plays for the radio. Her first 
script for broadcasting was accepted in 1936; so well-typed, she joked later, 
that they could not refuse it. Entitled High Tide, it was a characteristic play in 
which Cavaliers escaped from Roundheads across the shifting sands of 
Morecambe Bay, and was produced for BBC 'Children's Hour' by Olive 
Shapley. "It was my first serious effort at writing," Bertha recalled, "and I felt 
it might be merely a flash in the pan", so she kept the broadcast a secret 
outside her family. Her second play was accepted in 1937; entitled Adventure 
on the Moors, it was based on an incident in the life of her great-grandfather, 
who tramped the moors from Colne to Keighley to sell a 'piece' of cloth and 
encountered Luddites. It was again produced for the 'Children's Hour' by 
Olive Shapley, with Wilfred Pickles doubling as mill owner and rioter (Figure 
2). Bertha had to ask for time off to hear the broadcast, and as her request had 
to be considered by the local council, her secret was out. The broadcast was 
previewed in local and even national newspapers: 'Village Girl's Play for 
BBC' announced The Daily Sketch, and Bertha was not amused. "Eh love, is it 
you 'al's written this 'ere play for t'wireless?" she was asked in the library. 
"You don't look as if you could do owt o' t'sort." But Baildon was soon proud 
of its librarian. 

Bertha's third play, Landslide, about an adventure on the North 
Yorkshire coast, was the first of many to be produced by the new Head of 
'Children's Hour', Nan Macdonald. Bertha boldly asked to meet her at 
Broadcasting House in Manchester, and to be present in the studio at 
productions of her work. It was wartime, many established or aspiring actors 
were based in Manchester, and 'Children's Hour' wanted many plays, short 
stories, and adaptations of novels. Wilfred Pickles, Joan Littlewood, Violet 
Carson, Billie Whitelaw, Norman Shelley and Brian Trueman all appeared in 
Bertha's plays, and inspired her to write parts suited to their talents (Figure 
3). Her first dramatised adaptation was of J.M. Scott's Snowstone, broadcast 
as a serial in four parts in 1939; her first broadcast story, 'Simon Amang 'Em', 
was read by Wilfred Pickles in 1941. After the war Nan Macdonald pioneered 
'outside broadcasting', making recordings of people where they lived, went to 
schools, and worked. She urged Bertha to write feature programmes for the 
'Know Your Region' series. Bertha herself became a regular broadcaster, with 
a series of talks on 'Books Worth Reading', genially advising youngsters on 
how to make use of their local libraries, assuming they could not buy books 
themselves. 

- 83 -



Figure 2: Bertha, with Wilfred and Mabel Pickles 

Of her original plays Bertha especially valued an occasional series of 
two-part historical dramas set in the North of England, in which, as she said, 
"the background was as factual as possible, but some characters were 
imaginary." These were written for 'Children's Hour', mainly in the fifties: 
The White Rose and the Golden Lion, about Bradford in the Civil War; The 
Young Merchant Adventurers, about York in Tudor times; Cargoes on the 
Flood Tide, about smugglers in Morecambe Bay around 1700; Princess of 
Northumbria, the story of the Saxon Princess Edda; Stronghold for the King, 
Scarborough Castle in the Civil War; The Minstrel Boy, set in Beverley in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth I; and The Drums of Towton, about the Wars of the 
Roses. Simultaneously Bertha was writing fifteen 'Lives of the Famous 
Northerners', documentary dramas about well known names, such as Sir John 
Franklin, Captain Cook, George Routledge, Tennyson, Charlotte Countess of 
Derby and Thomas Bewick. These often showed that 'the child is father to the 
man'. In the first of this series Fritz (or Frederick) Delius was seen to have 
been both helped and hindered by a father who loved music but could not 
imagine it as a career; the composer as a boy was played by David Eagles, and 
as a man by Howard Marion-Crawford. Delius retained a Yorkshire accent 
and called his wife 'lass', Eric Fenby and Sir Thomas Beecham having been 
consulted on the matter. The play was repeated for the Delius centenary in 
1964 with an introductory talk by Fenby. 

About her adaptations Bertha was more apologetic. She tackled 
everything she was asked to do, feeling that she could improve the less well-
written books, though sometimes "my literary taste and library training 
jibbed a little". She did enjoy dramatising some of "the finest contemporary 
junior novels": the 'Bunkle' books by M. Perdoe (five series, 1947-51); the 
'Biggies' books by W.E. Johns (eight series, 1948-58); and three novels by 
Violet Needham (1948-9). Bunkle was played by Billie Whitelaw, in 1947 still 
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at school in Bradford, but already developing that famous hoarse voice suited 
to a boy aged eleven. Biggies was played by Jack Watson, his antagonist Von 
Stalhein played by Laidrnan Browne, and the narrator was Norman Richley, 
with a gruff Scots accent, perhaps supposed to be like that of the author. 
Margot Swift (M. Pardue) and Violet Needham both wrote Bertha 
appreciative letters, and W.E. Johns told the producer Trevor Hill that Bertha 
knew Biggies as well as he did himself, and that he liked her occasional 
elaborations of his stories. 

Novelist 

Figure 3: Bertha working at home, 1951 

Adapting children's novels led to writing them. Bertha's first was an 
adventure story for girls and boys aged ten to fifteen, The Sanfields at 
Rockybeck, published by Routiedge in 1951. As in the 'Bunkie' books, a 
family of three middle-class children briefly escapes from parents and tackles 
villains in a rural setting, though Bertha has two girls and one boy on holiday 
in the Yorkshire dales. The boy is based partly on Bunkle and partly on my 
younger brother, whose exploit of carrying a goldfish in a bowl on a bus is 
described in the first chapter. But the story emphasises the roles of the eider 
sisters, and Bertha made sure that the frontispiece depicted all three. An 
interesting character is the Vicar's sister Miss Lavinia Longbody, first seen as 
an interfering adult, finally as a provider of tea, cakes and comfort. Other 
Rockybeck characters speak a modified Yorkshire dialect. Bertha quickly 
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wrote a sequel, The Sanfie Ida Keep a Secret, but Routledge was cutting back 
on children's fiction and her agents could not find another publisher. 

This rare disappointment was soon forgotten, as Bertha made contracts 
with the Bodley Head to write two books for their 'Career Novels for Girls' 
series: Molly Hilton, Library Assistant (1954), and Molly Qualifies as a 
Librarian (1958). Bertha drew on her own experience for the day-to-day 
difficulties of running a public library - issuing books to borrowers, 
answering specialised queries, developing the children's section - and took 
advice from Oliph Smith, County Librarian of West Yorkshire, on the likely 
experiences of a trainee in the 1950s. Perhaps Molly is successful remarkably 
quickly, but otherwise the presentation of librarianship as a career is realistic: 
it is admitted that it may involve dull routine and hard work, and that some 
librarians are dowdy and old-fashioned, but it is also suggested that there are 
opportunities for innovation and adventure, and that Molly and her friends 
have normal teenage interests in achieving independence, looking attractive, 
and acquiring boyfriends or girlfriends. From today's feminist viewpoint it 
may well be said that while the senior librarians Miss Langton and Miss 
Penny are both attractive women, they are without partners, and Molly sees 
marriage as a threat to independence, because a wife "has to go wherever her 
man is". She supposes she will do that eventually, and so become Mrs Molly 
Mayhew, ALA., not Ms Molly Hinton, F.L.A. To query such ideas, Bertha 
would have had to be ahead of her time. 

Molly is not much like Bertha herself, being a middle-class girl without 
a handicap, but she shares some of Bertha's interests, notably exploring the 
dales, local history, and ornithology. While working on the mobile library 
Molly befriends Lavinia Ponds, a girl who is confined to a wheelchair but 
loves books on Arctic exploration and Himalayan climbing, as Bertha herself 
did. Another semi-autobiographical character is Miss Claudia Blynethorne, a 
features producer for the BBC, who comes making a feature on public 
libraries. The staff at Tuncroft Regional Library prefigure her as a glamour 
girl in a limousine, but find that she is an unassuming young woman who has 
travelled by train and bus. She subtly organises them into recording lively 
interviews, much as Bertha herself had done with nervous first-time 
broadcasters. 

Working for the BBC 

Bertha knew all about outside broadcasting through her work on 
'Children's Hour' features such as 'Know Your Region' (21 programmes, 
1946-9), 'Other Children's Schools' (14 programmes, 1952-6) and 'This is My 
City' (8 programmes, 1955-9). She suggested suitable places, made necessary 
contacts, and wrote outline scripts, before on-the-spot recordings were added. 
'Know Your Region' starred Wilfred Pickles, who visited northern villages 
and towns, met the people, and was supposed to imagine historical episodes 
which Bertha dramatised. The programmes on schools and cities allowed still 
more children, teachers, and local people to hear themselves on the radio. At a 
school, a distinguished former student would be shown round by the head 
boy and/or girl, to give an idea of both its special activities and historical 
development. Arrangements for 'This is My City' were similar. Bertha's usual 
visitor and narrator was Bob Reid, who as it happened came from Bradford, 
so he had good ideas about what should be included in a programme on the 
city. Bertha contacted administrators, educationists, and businessmen, and 
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arranged where he was to go and whom he was to meet. Two sixth-formers 
met him in Forster Square and took him round the Town Hall, Brown Muff's 
and the Wool Exchange, to meet the Lord Mayor, a shop assistant selling 
gowns, and woolmen talking of tops and noils. He also visited the Tech, St. 
George's Hall, the museums, and his old school, Belle Vue. The programme 
ended with what is dear to all Bradfordians, the view of the city by night from 
one of the surrounding hills. It was broadcast on 22 March 1959, and the next 
day the Telegraph and Argus was pleased to say that Mr Reid's impression of 
Bradford was more positive than J.B. Priestley's had been when he presented 
'The Lost City' on television. The positive note was also Bertha's. 

These outside broadcasts involved creative writing, professional 
teamwork and above all making new friends. Bertha said there was never a 
dull moment. She loved telling the tale of the Darlington wheel-tapper, who 
was to be recorded at the railway station tapping wheels and explaining his 
work, but he forgot his hammer, the recording apparatus temporarily failed, 
and by the time all was ready, "they'd taken the train away". Trevor Hill, the 
producer of the schools and cities programmes, remembered Bertha as "a 
remarkable Yorkshirewoman", tirelessly tramping the whole region in her 
special boots. At Lancashire she fell into a snowdrift but did not call for help, 
not wanting to spoil his recording; at St. Bees she scrambled over rocks, 
birdwatching before breakfast. She shared her ornithological passion with my 
younger brother, and often burst into our house, calling, "John, John, there's a 
bird on our lawn!" - one she could not confidently identify. More often she 
announced herself with the words, "It's only me": by now she was a local 
celebrity, much in demand for all kinds of ceremonial occasions, but she 
remained wholly without 'side' or pretension. In Baildon and in much of the 
BBC, she was affectionately known by her Christian name, 

In the 1960s, the BBC withdrew support from 'Children's Hour' and 
renamed it 'Junior Time'. Bertha was asked to do something for the five to 
eight year olds, and had a big success with The Big Pond, a series of 32 
playlets about young Nicholas and his adventures with Gamekeeper George, 
Farmer Tuckle and Albert Fizzle. In 1963 she launched a new but short-lived 
feature series, 'The Northern Naturalist', and broadcast her final historical 
drama, The Sign of a Heron Uprising, favouring as ever the Civil War period 
and the Cavalier side. According to Trevor Hill, when 'Children's Hour' was 
'axed' by the BBC in 1964, Donald Baverstock told him it was "too middle-
class, boyo", though children from the poorer parts of northern cities were 
still asking, "When can we hear Bunlde again, with Colonel and Mrs de 
Salis?" Wisely Bertha had established a foothold elsewhere in the 'Home 
Service', as Radio 4 was formerly known. Her first broadcast in a programme 
for adults had been a talk on what country folk were reading for Christmas as 
far back as 1943. She had also contributed to such programmes as 'Going 
Your Way', 'The Northcountryman' and 'Woman's Hour', and had edited 
'The Week Ahead'. The producer of 'Woman's Hour', Gwen Pain, advised her 
that its audience was far less intelligent than that for 'Children's Hour', so a 
talk should be made "as simple in concept and in writing as you would if it 
were to be broadcast to nine year olds". (Figure 4) Bertha was often asked 
why she wrote mainly for children, and while she did not credit them with 
more intelligence than adults she did say they had more imagination, and if 
they were enjoying something, greater power of concentration. But many 
adults listened to 'Children's Hour' and protested strongly when it was 
closed down. 
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Figure 4: Gwen Pain, Bertha and a manager of a cotton mill, 1951 

Towards the end of her career, Bertha worked for the BBC mainly on 
dramatised versions and simple abridgements of novels. Perhaps her most 
successful adaptation was of Mrs Gaskell's North and South, broadcast in 
eight episodes in 1967. The abridgements were read on such programmes as 
'Storytime', 'Woman's Hour', and 'A Book at Bedtime'; one of the last was 
that of W. Riley's Wind yridge, a popular novel with a Baildon background, 
broadcast in ten episodes in 1973. My impression is that by this time Bertha 
enjoyed her BBC work less; she certainly lost track of the number of scripts 
she had written, and the dates of broadcasts. Without a trawl through the 
Radio Times it would be hard to give wholly accurate figures, but I reckon 
that between 1936 and 1973 she wrote at least 300 scripts, including over 50 
plays, 30 dramatised adaptations, 48 stories, 70 features and 36 talks. 

Soon after having the operations on her feet, Bertha had given talks on 
'Woman's Hour' on 'I've Got Shoes' and 'Never With Despair'. The first 
described her feelings of apprehension before the operations, and of joy 
afterwards. She found she could wear nylons, ordinary shoes, even no shoes 
and stockings at all. As a girl she had prayed for a miracle like those in the 
Bible; one had come from "the accumulated knowledge of many dedicated 
people" and "the skill of human hands". The second talk, broadcast at the 
time of the thalidomide tragedy, emphasised the love and care of parents, the 
value of education, and the need for a sense of humour. Bertha found that she 
could pass a driving test and run a small car, though according to my mother 
she was a nervous driver, often addressing the car as 'Minnie' and criticising 
other drivers. She used it for practical purposes, short trips up the dales, and 
birdwatching expeditions. Bertha's parents happily lived to see this 
transformation in her life, and did not themselves suffer lingering illness; her 
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father died suddenly in 1959, and her mother passed away quietly two years 
later. Bertha sold 9 Glenaire Drive and moved to 2 Moorfield Avenue, a 
bigger house near the centre of Baildon, where for a time she had students as 
lodgers. But this venture proved unsatisfactory, and she moved back to the 
Coach Road area, at 24 Fernbank Drive. She now did less BBC work and 
became a part-time lecturer in Further Education at Aireborough, giving 
classes on local history, and researching the subject with enthusiasm. 

As if she had not suffered enough, in 1972 Bertha was found to have 
breast cancer. She faced this new challenge with her usual courage, humour 
and resourcefulness; characteristically, she began to write about it: 

"I'm sorry, but the tumour is malignant." 

These are about the most fearful words that anyone can hear. They 
were said to me by a consultant almost five years ago. One cannot possibly 
describe the dread that clutches one's mind - not so much the fear of death, 
but of what one will have to endure before death brings release. Two friends 
of mine had died within a year of their mastectomies, so thinking that all was 
lost, feeling I could not face a large hospital ward, I decided to spend money 
on having the operation performed privately in the Duke of York House. 

Following the usual pattern I was rushed in & Operated on two days 
later. Afterwards I was told there had been no complications, no secondaries, 
& the cancer was a type which was very slow in developing. As an 'insurance 
policy' I was to have radiotherapy treatment (on the National Health) at 
Cookridge Hospital. For three weeks I went to the hospital for about a couple 
of minutes radiation each weekday morning. After that, I either saw the 
surgeon or attended a cancer clinic every 3 months. 

Hope began to dawn and since I was born with a buoyant spirit 
I made a quick & easy recovery and was soon living a fairly normal 
life. 

Here Bertha describes her earlier experiences: coping with club feet, the 
two operations, the exhilaration of normal life. Now again she felt the surge of 
renewal. 

This lasted for eighteen months, when I began to notice that my left 
arm was bigger than my right. But it was not until a domestic crisis - a fire in 
a bedroom - forced me into a lot of extra physical exertion that trouble really 
became obvious - the old wound opened & my arm swelled a great deal. 

The surgeon told me that treatment was available for this distressing 
condition. Within a fortnight I had been seen by Dr Turner - Professor at 
Bradford University - & was receiving his chemotherapy treatment. After a 
series of injections I was admitted to Ward 15. 

Since then I have been admitted 15 times for periods varying from 2 
days to 3 weeks and if I were a fanciful person I might say that the two words 
Ward Fifteen are engraved in gold on my heart coupled with the names of the 

The manuscript breaks off here; I think she would have added names of 
nurses and doctors. I last saw her at home, a day or two before her 67° 
birthday, when she was wearing an attractive wig and looking at least ten 
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years younger. As usual she made cups of milky coffee, and asked about my 
family and projects. She looked back to events in her early life, and forward to 
the resumption of her evening classes; it was not a farewell meeting. A week 
or two before Bertha's death my mother reported that she was still talking 
optimistically, sure she was getting the right treatment: "Oh, we're winning, 
no doubt about that". My mother commented: "She was a fighter". 

Note on Sources 

Bertha made me her literary executor, so many letters, manuscripts and books 
came to me here. They'd Taken the Train Away, her autobiographical account of 
working for the BBC, is already there; extracts from it were published in The 
Dalesman in January, February and March 1974. 'On a Yorkshire Moor' was 
published in the Transactions of the Yorkshire Dialect Society for 1987. The account of 
her last illness has not previously been published. I have occasionally quoted from 
Trevor Hill's Over the Airwaves, My Life in Broadcasting (The Book Guild, 2005), and 
made use of Wallace Grevatt's BBC Children's Hoar (The Book Guild, 1982). 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

The following books have been added to the library since the publication of the last 
edition of the catalogue in September 2010. 

12, HISTORY OF YORKSHIRE 
12 ADD Addinghant: a view from the Moorside I'ACEY, Arnold (ed), 2008. 

12 ADO Addingham: from Brigantes to bypass MASON, Kate, 1996. 

12 BIN Bingley past and present FIRTH, Gary and HIlT, Malcolm, 2009. 

12 BRA Laugh? I nearly went to Bradford! CLINTON, Tom, 1991. 

12 BRA The storytellers EAGLESTONE, Joyce, 1990. 
12 BRA Unbelievable, but true! MUFF, Clarence, 1984. 

12 EAS East Motto,,: a thousand years of history MORTON VILLAGE 
SOCIETY, 1990. 

12 MAW Street names of Haworth CRAWFORD, Jennie, 1998. 
12 ILK Ilkley revisited DIXON, Mike, 2010. 

12 ILK That place on Ilkley Moor: the history of White Wells 

HUNNEBELL Mark, 2010. 
12 KEI From Revival to Regency: a history of Keighley and Haworth, 1740-

1820. Volume I BAUMBER, M.L. 1993. 

12 KEI History trails in and around Keighley HANSON, Malcolm, 2007. 

12 KEI In the reign of the Peacemaker: Keighley and district in Edwardian 
photographs DEWFIIRST, Ian, 1993. 

12 KEI Keighley: a pictorial history CARDWELL, J. Stewart, 1997. 
12 LEE Leeds: an A to Z of local history GILLEGHAN, John, 2001. 

12 MAN Manningham: character and diversity in a Bradford suburb TAYLOR, 
Simon and GIBSON, Kathryn, 2010. 

12 OAK The Oakseorth Handbook: a decennial publication OAKWORTH 

VILLAGE SOCIETY, 2007. 

12 OTL Otley past, present and future: 25 years on MORGAN, John, 2002. 
12 OXE Oxenhope & Stanbsry through time WOOD, Steven and PALMER, Ian, 

2009. 

12 RAG Forgotten villages: Raggalds, Mountain and West Scholes LEDGARD, 

Stan, 2009. 

12 SAL Saltaire: the making of a model town JACKSON, Neil and others, 2010. 
12 SIL Discovering Silsden: twelve heritage walks LIDDLE, Cathy, 2007. 

12 SKI Skipton and the Dales ELL WOOD, Ken, 2003. 
12 THO Thornton 1751-1938: who'd 'ave thought it? THORNTON 

ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 2009. 

12, Yorkshire 

12 YOR A glimpse of Yorkshire PLO WRIGHT, Alan, 1998. 

12 YOR John Henry's journeys: two long-distance walks in the Yorkshire Dales 

in 1879 PLOWRIGHT, Alan, 2009. 

22, Historic buildings and monuments 

22 GLU Glusburn Institute: a part of our heritage PEEL, Bernard, 2008. 

23: Domestic architecture 



23 HAW Ashmount, Haworth: the biography of a Victorian villa WHITEHEAD, 
S.R. 2010. 

23 YOR Lost houses of the West Riding WATERSON, Edward and MEADOWS, 

Peter, 1998. 

34: Judaism 

34 BRA Follow Bradford's Jewish heritage trait GRIZZARD, Nigel, 2007. 

37: Church history in Yorkshire 

37 BOL Pudsays and Parsons: a history of the Church of St.Peter & St.Paul, 
Bolton-by-Bowland WINDER, John William, 1972. 

37 BUR Two centuries of change: the history of a Wharfedale parish - St.Mary's, 

Burley-in-Wharfedale WARWICK, Margaret and WARWICK, Dennis, 

2009. 

37 LIN History and description of the Church of St.Mirhael and All Angels, Linton 

in-Craven WRIGHT, C.E. 1955. 

37 LIN Parish and people of Linton-in-Craven BROOKS, Susan D. 1967. 

37 LIN Parish Church of St. Michael and All Angels, Linton-in-Craven: history 

and description WRIGHT, J.E. 1991. 
37 PUD The story of Pudsey Church STRONG, Ruth, 1974. 

37 WOO Steps along the way: a history of the church and parish of St. James the 

Great, Woodhall TINKER, Jane, 1999. 

37 YOR Outstanding churches in the Yorkshire Dales LEIGH, Vat, 1983. 

41: Biography 

41 Victorian Keighley characters DEWHIRST, Ian, 1990. 

41 SNO Philip Snowden: the first Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer 

LAYBOURN, Keith and JAMES, David (ed). 1987. 
41 WIL Maurice Wilson: a Yorkshire,nan on Everest HANSON, Ruth, 2008. 

55: Education 

55 BIN Bingley College: a centenary souvenir FRIENDS OF BINGLEY 

COLLEGE, 2009. 

61: World War I 

61 BRA Bradford in the Great War WOODS, Mike and PLATTS, Tricia, 2007. 

64: Geology 

64 LEE Geology and scenery of the countryside round Leeds and Bradford 

VERSEY, H.C. 1948. 

66: Natural History 

66 KEI Keighley's tarn: a brief history PEEL, Bernard, 2007. 

73: Textiles 

73 On tenterhooks: a compendium of textile words, terms and expressions 

NICHOLSON, Eugene, 2009. 
73 BRA A fabric huge: the story of Lister's KEIGHLEY, Mark, 1989 * 

73 KEI Marriner's Yarns: the story of the Keighley knitting wool spinners 

INGLE, George, 2004. 
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73 YOR Yorkshire Dales textile mills INGLE, George, 2009. 

79: Transport 
79 BRA Bradford transport CROFT, David J. 2010. 
79 KEI The Keighley and Worth Valley Railway experience HIGGINS, Robin, 

1990. 

89: Cinemas 
89 Movie makers and picture palaces: a century of cinema in Yorkshire, 

1896-1996 MELLOR, G.J. 1996. 

90: Inns and pubs 
90 BIN Lost pubs of Bingley from the old coaching inns to the humble 

t,eerhouscs DOWNSBOROUGH, Elizabeth, 2009. 

92: Dialects 
92 HAW Th' history o' Haworth railway: a story is Yorkshire dialect WRIGHT, 

William, 1972. 
92 YOR Yorkshire dialect classics KELLETT, Arnold, 2005. 

94: Literature and general literary works 
94 KEI Feather's miscellany 3 WADDINGTDN-FEATHER, John, 2009. 

99: Peace studies 
99 Such a journey: peace stories, poems and memories from Bradford 

people McNEIL, Frances (ed). 1997 

The library is normally open for about half an hour prior to each of the lectures for 

books to be borrowed and returned. 
Books are issued for a period of one month and are due for return on the date of the 

next lecture. 
Fines are not charged for overdue books. 

Donations are always welcome especially if they relate to the Bradford area, but 

books about the Yorkshire area are also appreciated. 

Members wishing to use the library or to donate books should speak to David Croft, 
the Librarian, at any meeting. 
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Bradford Antiquary. Recent back issues available for sale 
2005 

• William Cudworth: Writing History in the 19° Century by George Sheeran 
• Littlemoor and Harrowins - Two Lost Legacies of Queensbury by Sarah Powell 
• The Bradford Royal Eye & Ear Hospital by Alan Longboltorn 
• The Bradford Canal: A Brief History by John Allison 
• From Drawing Room to Concert Hall: Music in Bradford by Arthur Walker 
• The People's Bishop and the Lady: Parson Bull and Miss Currer by Janet Senior 
• Rooms with a View: Some Bradford Hotels by David Croft 
• Workers' Housing in Keighley by Pauline Barfield 
• Frederick William Lunch: 'Conquerer of Woolsorters' Disease by Stella Carpenter 
• A Milliner's Apprentice by Muriel Smith 
• Book Reviews. 

2006 
• The Battle of Bradford, 1837: Riots against the New Poor Law by Paul Carter 
• The Mystery of Wibsey Manor by Stella Carpenter 
• The 1867 Bradford By-Election by Janet Senior 
• Bradford's Municipal Baths and Wash-Houses by Betty Langbottont 
• Haworth Wool-Combers: A Village Industry by Lewis Burton 
• John Wood: Bradford's Father of Factory Reform by Astrid Hansen 
• Robert Milligan, Draper and Merchant by Cohn F. Eastwood 
• Did Allerton have a Mediaeval Mill? By Roth AIred 
• The Victorian Club Culture of Keighley by Lynn Macgill 
• Book Reviews 

2007 
• Fake or Genuine? The 1722 Map of Bradford and Horton by Lath Alred 
• Dr J. H. Bell and Woolsorters' Disease by Christine Alvin 
• Wibsey Chapel: The First Four Hundred Years (Holy Trinity, Low Moor, 1606-2006) by 

Donald F. Brown 
• The Woolsorters' Baths and Gardens by Jenny Collett 
• 'Classic Cards', Bradford - The History of W.N.Sharpe Ltd. by Graham Hall 
• John Wood: Bradford's Father of Factory Reform. Pact 2: The Hampshire Years by Astrid 

Hansen 
• A Remarkable Family: The Cravens of Cullingworth by Angela Holmes 
• New Book Roundup 

2008 
• A Year in the Life of an 186 Century Handloom Weaver: Abraham Shackleton's Diary 

for 1794-5 by Michael Baumber 
• Scar Hill Toll House and its Keepers by Frank Dickinson 
• Jane Martha Forster, nré Arnold (Mrs W. B. Forster) by Margaret and Dennis Warwick 
• The Bradford Subscription Concerts, 1865-1950 by Anne Wilkinson 
• "This is our Library": Ilkley's Carnegie, 1907-2007 by Caroline Brown 
• The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and its Bradfordians by James Ogden 
• Bradf er-Lawrence: A Rather Different Kind of Collection by Anne George 
• A Bank with a High Level of Interest: The Bradford Memory Bank by Ken Kenzie 
• Outward and Visible Signs: Plaques and Tablets by Astrid Hansen 
• The Rookes Portrait Revisited by Mary Twentyman 
• Around the Local Groups 
• Book Reviews 

2009 
Bowling and Bolling Hall: A rediscovered lecture of 1915 by Butler Wood 
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The Mechanics' Institute, Thornton: A Brief History by Alan Whitworth 
Beyond the Subscription Concerts: Orchestral Music Played Elsewhere in Bradford, 
1900-50 by Anne Wilkinson 
Walter Scott (1878-1947) and his Photographic Company by Grahan, Hall 
John Sprrckley: Bradford Coachman by Frank Dickinson 
Early Motoring Days in Bradford, 1096-1939 by David Croft 
Wibsey Datestones and their Creators by Stella H. Carpenter 
Crowgill Park and the Crowghyll Park Bowling Club by Ian Watson 
Bradford in Print: Some Recent Publications 

2010 
• Buck Wood, Thackley: Investigating a Prehistoric Site by Eileen White 
• The Incomparable Mr Sharp: Astronomer and Mathematician by Astrid Hansen 
• William Scoresby: His Work in Bradford. 1839-47 by Norman Alvin 
• The Bradford Hire Brigade, 1806-1940 by Allan Stott 
• Bradford Brick-Making: The Mud, the Men and the Mysteries by Derek Barker 
• The Manor House Pottery at Eccleshill by Frank Dickinson 
• Lund Humphreys: Bradford' Premier Printer by Graham Hall 
• George Adolphus Schott: A Bradford fellow of the Royal Society by James Ogden 
• Councillor Johnson: Hero of the Isolation Hospital by Derek R. Crabtree 
• The Raw Nook Railway: A Newspaper Report contributed by Alan Longbottoni 
• Joesph Fietdhouse: A Tribute by John Haigh 

Other back issues are available. Please enquire. 
£5.00 plus £1.00 for postage and packing. 
Please make cheques payable to 'Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society'. 
Send orders to Bob Duckett, Hon Editor (22 Holden Lane, Baildon, Shipley, 0017 6HZ) 
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LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES IN THE BRADFORD REGION 
Baildon Local History Society 
Contact: Stewart Main,secretary, 11, Acre Howe Rise, Baildon, Shipley, BDI7 6TH 
Group meets monthly (Monday evening) in Baildon Library. 

Baildon Oral History Group 
Contact: Sylvia Spencer, 1, Langley Crescent, Baildon, Shipley, BDI7 6HX 
The Group meets fortnightly on a Monday afternoon at the Baildon Moravian Church Institute. 

Bingley & District Local History Society 
Contact: John Croasdale, chairman, 6 Cl,ffe Avenue, Harden, Bingley, BDI6 ILN Tel: 01535 272105 
Email: bingleylocalhistroy@hotmail.co.uk Website: bmgleyhistory.co.uk 

Bradford Family History Society 
Secretary: Mrs Carol Duckworth, 5 Leaventhorpe Avenue, Fairweather Green, BPS OED 
Website: www.hrndfordjhs.org.uk www.genuki/big/eng/YKS/bfhs  
Two meetings monthly: First Thursday (morning) in the month at the Central Library; third 
Monday (evening) in the month at Lower Cathedral Halt; plus quarterly Wednesday evening 
meeting in Central Library. 

Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society 
Secretary: Angela Holmes, 9, Keighley Road, Cullingworth, BDI3 SJA 
Website: wn'n'.bradfordhistorical.org.uk 
Meets monthly at the Central Library, mornings in winter, evenings in summer. Bradford. 
Publishes Bradford Antiquary yearly at £5.00. 

Barley Local History Group 
Contact: Dr. D. Warwick, 15 The Copse, Burley-in-Wharfedale, L529 7QY 
Activities are research and publications, and several of the Groups publications are listed in the 
Village Website: srsysv.burlev-in-whartedale.org. Archives are located in Burley Village library 
for others to consult (Tuesday and Friday afternoons, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m.) 

Clayton History Group 
Mrs M. Dalgety, 17 Westminster Drive, Clayton, 9D14 6SL Tel. 01274 880522 

Cotlingley Village History Society 
Secretary: Mrs A. Harkiss Tel. 01274 820235 
Website: httv:/It,istorss.cottinrles,con,sect.org.uk/ 
Talks and discussions are held every two months. Work is in progress to create a database of 
local historical knowledge which is featured on the website. 

Cullingworth History Group 
Contact: Derek Gaff. 13 Ssnningdale Crescent, Cullingworth, BDI3 5BA. Tel. 01535 272190 
Cullingworth 

Eccleshill Local History Group 
Contact: Frank Dickinson, secretary, 47 Nab Wood Crescent, Shipley, BDI8 4HY 
The ELHG meets on alternate Fridays at The Mechanics' Institute in Stonehalt Road. 

Greengates Memories Group 
Contact: Julia Wassail, 6 Haigh Hall, Green gates, Bradford, BDIO 99B Tel: 01274 617936 
Meets at Greengatrs Parish Church on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Heaton and District Local History Group 
Contact: Margaret Sowden, secretary, 52 Park View Road, Heaton, BD9 4PW; Tel.01274 541877 
The Group meets on the first Monday each month in the Vestry of St. Barnabas Church, Heaton. 
Group covers the old Township of Heaton, Frizinghall, Manningham and Sandy Lane. 
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Heaton Township Association Contact; Elizabeth Hellmich, chair, 11 Parkside Grow, Bradford, BD9 
5LL Tel; 01274 495684 ('To conserve, protect and promote the amenities, atmosphere and welfare 
of the Township'), issue a twice yearly newsletter Heaton Life. 

Keighley & District Family History Society 
Secretary; Mrs S Daynes, 2, The Hallows, Shann Park, Keighley BD2O 6HY 
Website: tc'wze.kdfhs.orO The KDFHS meet Monday evenings in the Local Studies Library at 
Keighley. 

Keighley and District Local History Society 
Contact; Membership Secretary, Station House, Gargraee, BD23 3NE. TeLOI 756 749422. Website; 
u'o,o',kcihlevhistor.co.sk  
Meetings take place on the second Wednesday of every month in the Local Studies Library in 
Keighley Library. 

Laisteedyke Local History Group 
Gina Bridgeland, secretary, 5 Close Lea, Rastrick, Brighouse, HD6 3AR Tel; 01484 721845 
Meetings held at Laislerdyke Trinity Church, second Tuesday of every month except August. 

Low Moor Local History Group 
Chairman; Geoff Twentymon, 13 St. ,4bbs Fold, Odsal, Bradford, BDl2 077. Tel. 01274 607696 
www.nfl.ae.uk/lmlhg 

Olicana Historical Society 
Contact: John Crone, secretary,3 Ellicot Court, Park Road, Menston Ilkley, L529 6PA. Tel. 01943 
870952 

Pudsey Civic Society 
Contact; P.O.Boz 146, Leeds, LS28 8WY 
Website: uu'ze.pcs-online.org.sk The Group covers Calverley, Farsley, Fulneck, Pudsey, Rodley, 
Stanningley. Swinnow and Tyecsal. 

Sallaire Village History Club 
Website: zes:'st'.saltoirrvillare.info  
Established 102006, the club is open to all who are interested in Saltaire's history. 

Thornton Antiquarian Society 
Mrs Christine Tidswell, secretary, 12 Aberdeen Terrace, Clayton, Bradford, BD14 6LS Tel; 01274 
416891. Meetings held every Wednesday at Thornton Community Centre. 

Upper Wharfedale Heritage Group 
Web: www.uwhg.org.uk  
Meetings in Soroptomists Rooms, Otley Street, Skipton, monthly. 

West Bowling Local History Archives 
Co-ordinator: Jeff Halmshaw, compiler, 5 Lodore Road, Bradford, BD2 4FtY 01274 821541 

Wibsey Local History Group 
Web:httr)://www.sblha.com/iviblhg.html  
The Wibsey LHG meets monthly on a Monday morning at the Conservative Club, North Rood. 

Wyke Local History Group 
Contact; Mr Peter Walker, chairman, 19 Hobson Fold, Wyke, Bradford, BDI2 9BP Tel; 01274 600846 
The Group meets monthly in the Church Hall at St. Mary's Church, Green Lane, on the first 
Thursday of each month, in the evening. A recent publication is Images of Wyke & Low Moor 
(2006). 

Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group 
Membership Secretary: Jack Quarmby, Tel. 01287 636834; Email; jackv.asar:shv@t'irein.net 
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Current details of local groups and societies can be found at wwrc'.divabradford.oro.uk 

Other Organisations 
Bradford Industrial Museum 
Moorside Mills, Moorside Road, Eccteshill, Bradford BD2 3HP. Tel. 01274 435900 

Bradford Libraries, Local Studies Library 
Central Library, Prince's Way, Bradford BDI INN. Tel. 01274 433688 

Bradford Memory Bank 
Contact: Ken Kenzie, do Local Studies Library, Central Library, Princes Way, BD1 INN Tel. 
01274 571324 

West Yorkshire Archives Service (Bradford Office) 
Central Library, Prince's Way, Bradford BD1 INN. Tel. 01274 435099 
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The Society was founded in 1878 to promote the study of Bradford and the 
surrounding district. Activities of the Society include: 
• Lectures (held at the Bradford Club, Piece Hall Yard every month except 
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• Excursions to places of historical interest; 
• Publication of an annual journal, The Bradford Antiquary; 
• A library of local material available to members. 
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ELMET: WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE? 

By James Ogden 

Barwick-in-Elmet, Sherburn-in-Elmet: names to conjure with. 
Indeed, some readers of The Remains of Elmet, a collection of 
poems and photographs by Ted Hughes and Fay Goodwin, may 
have thought themselves victims of trickery, as Barwick and 
Sherburn are situated on rich farmland to the east of Leeds, while 
the poems and photographs focus on industrial decay to the west 
of Halifax. Ted Hughes explains that the upper Calder valley was 
'the last ditch of Elmet, the last British Celtic kingdom to fall to the 
Angles'. His idea is not wholly fanciful: there was such a kingdom, 
overthrown by the Angles in the seventh century AD., and some of 
the British may well have retreated towards Wales along the line of 
our M62. 

Elmet was one of many British kingdoms established after 
the collapse of Roman rule in the fifth century. Its people spoke a 
form of Celtic language widely understood in Wales, North Britain 
and Scotland, and embraced Celtic Christianity; its rulers naturally 
sought alliances with other British kingdoms in their struggles 
against the pagan Angles, who were taking over Northumbria. The 
earliest reference to Elmet appears on a fifth or early sixth century 
tombstone at Llanaelhaearn, in what was then the kingdom of 
Gwynedd in North Wales: ALIORTUS ELMETIACO HIC IACET, 
'Aliortus, man of Elmet, here lies'. Aliortus must have been a 
Christian and a man of some importance, although his name may 
simply mean 'the stranger'. And such are the rules for consonantal 
change in Welsh, he may have come from a region of West Wales 
still known as Elfed; but Welsh scholars are inclined to believe he 
came from Elmet in Yorkshire, and even that there was an alliance 
between Gwynedd and Elmet. Much of what little we know about 
the early history of Elmet comes from Welsh literary sources, 
though they are subject to more divergent interpretation than 
Aliortus' tombstone, The Book of Taliesin preserves a eulogy of 
Gwallog, a brave North British king who flourished in the second 
half of the sixth century, and was ygnad ar Eluet, 'judge' or 
perhaps more precisely 'overlord of Elmet'. He combined with other 
North British kings in fighting off the Angles, but possibly his 
absence from the great battle of Cafraeth or Catterick, around 600 
AD., was partly responsible for the British defeat. The early Welsh 



heroic poem V Gododdin laments this disaster, but incidentally 
praises the exploits of madawg Elfed, 'Madog of Elmet', who 
probably led an Elmetian contingent. The northward and eastward 
facing earthworks known as the Aberford Dykes and Grim's Ditch 
may have been built to defend Elmet against the Angles at this 
time. 

The legendary horseman Keredic ap Gwallawc, 'Ceredig 
son of Gwallog', the early seventeenth century British king Cerdic 
mentioned in Bede's Historia Ecclesiastica (Book IV, chapter 23) 
and the king Certic of Elmet in the anonymous Historia Brittonum 
(paragraph 63), seems to be one and the same. Probably after the 
defeat at Catterick, Elmet lost some of its independence to their 
increasingly powerful neighbours; Bede says the Anglian noble 
Hereric, his wife Breguswith, and their daughter Hild, who was to 
become the famous Abbess Hilda of Whitby, lived for a time in 
Ceredig's court. But Hereric was poisoned. In 616 his uncle Edwin 
became king of Northumbria, and soon afterwards he annexed 
Elmet and expelled Ceredig. Some ten years later, Edwin and 
many of his people were converted to Christianity by Paulinus, 
Augustine's missionary to the north of England. According to Bede, 
orders were given for the building of basilicas or substantial 
churches at York and Campodonum: 

In Campodonum, where there was also a royal villa, he built a 
basilica, which later the pagans by whom king Edwin was killed, 
burnt down with the whole villa; in its place later kings built 
themselves a villa in the region which is ca/led Leeds. But the altar 
escaped the fire, because it was stone, and is still preserved in the 
monastery of the most reverend abbot and priest Thrythwu/f, which 
is in the forest of Elmet. (Book II, chapter 15) 

There has been much disagreement over the whereabouts of 
Campodonum: Doncaster, Slack near Huddersfield, somewhere 
near Dewsbury, and the Leeds region have all had scholarly 
support. Bede's account favours Leeds, assuming the stone altar 
was carried no great distance. In 633, King Edwin was defeated 
and killed at the battle of Hatfield in south west Yorkshire by an 
unholy alliance of Cadwallon the Christian king of Gwynedd and 
Penda the pagan king of Mercia. Bede emphasises the professed 
Christianity and actual cruelty of Cadwallon, and a Welsh source 
describes him as o Cymru dygynnau tan yn nhir E/fed, 'from Wales 
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kindling fire in the land of Elmet'. The Welsh advanced northwards 
but before the end of the year, Cadwallon was defeated and killed 
at the so-called battle of Heavenfield, near Hexham, by the pious 
Northumbriar, prince Oswald. Meanwhile Penda and the Mercians 
apparently controlled south Yorkshire. 

Oswald now became king of Northumbria, and wanted 
missionary work to continue there, but Paulinus had fled to the 
south of England, so Irish missionaries were obtained from Iona, 
where the king himself had received Christianity. These were led 
by a man later known as St. Aidarì, who within twenty years had 
built a monastery at Lindisfarne and had re-established Christianity 
in much of northern England. His rapid success may be attributable 
to the survival of the older British Christianity and its priests. 
However, the Angles did not regain control of Elmet till Oswald's 
successor Oswiu defeated another combined Welsh and Mercian 
army in 654. This was at the battle of Winwaed, probably at 
Wentbridge on the Pontefract-Doncaster road. And probably 
afterwards the villa in the region of Leeds was rebuilt, and the 
monastery in the forest of Elmet was established. There remained 
a serious disagreement between the British and the English clergy 
over various ecclesiastical matters, which was resolved at the 
Synod of Whitby in 664. St. Wilfrid, who had been to Rome to 
study church doctrine, argued for the English or Roman as 
opposed to the British or Irish method of determining the date of 
Easter - and in my experience his success still has unfortunate 
effects on the setting of academic terms and vacations. A more 
immediate consequence was the gradual suppression of British 
Christianity in England. A new Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Theodore, did his best to make sure Roman doctrine and practice 
prevailed everywhere, and according to Bede he was the first 
archbishop whom the whole English church agreed to obey. He 
told Chad that his consecration as bishop of York had been 
irregular, owing to the presence of British bishops, and 
consecrated him again himself, but moved him to Lichfield to make 
way for Wilfrid. Churches were rebuilt in stone and reconsecrated 
to approved saints; examples of Anglo-Saxon building may be 
seen in or near Elmet at Ripon, Kirk Hammerton, Collingham, 
Ledsham, Bardsey and Monk Fryston. 

This outline history may suggest that Elmet comprised much 
of West Yorkshire, and respectable scholars say that it did, but the 
evidence is debateable. Certainly there were British settlements all 
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over the uplands between the high Pennines on the west and the 
marshy lowlands on the east. The place name elements wal, 
'Welsh', bret, 'British', cumber, 'Cumbrian British', and eccies, 
'British Church' (from the Latin ecciesia, becoming eglwys in 
modern Welsh) are all found in this area and signify a considerable 
British population, but as they are frequent enough elsewhere, they 
do not greatly help in defining the full extent of Elmet. By the early 
seventh century, Elmet seems to have been confined to the 
uplands between the Wharfe and the Aire, where we still find 
Barwick-in-Elmet and Sherburn-in-Elmet, and where in the middle 
ages other place names ending 'in Elmet' were concentrated: 
Burton Salmon, Clifford, Micklefield, Saxton and Sutton. It must 
have been necessary to distinguish this area from Northumbria to 
the east and north, the Leeds region to the west, and the area 
infiltrated by Mercia to the south. This impression is supported by 
the seventh century Anglo-Saxon 'Tribal Hidage', which begins: 

Mercian lands is thirty thousand hides where first called Mercia. 
Wrekin dwellers is seven thousand hides. Westerners also. Peak 
dwellers twelve hundred hides. Elmet dwellers six hundred hides. 
Lindsey people seven thousand hides with Hatfield land. 

Hides were households assessed for tribute. The high assessment 
for 'Mercian lands ... where first called Mercia' suggests that tribute 
was to be paid to Northumbria when Edwin was claiming 
overlordship of most of England, and that Mercia certainly did not 
include Elmet. The low assessment for Elmet as compared with the 
neighbouring regions of the Peak and Lindsey with Hatfield, is 
difficult to explain, if Elmet comprised much of West Yorkshire. 
Possibly the assessment for Elmet was as generous for that for 
Mercia was severe, but probably Elmet was by this time a 
comparatively small area, much the same as the later Skyrack and 
Barkston Ash wapentakes, which were similarly assessed in the 
Domesday Book. Elmet may have claimed a larger area in the 
sixth century, or scholars may have extended it to south west 
Yorkshire for want of any other name for those parts. 

The name Elmet itself is probably British, but the recent 
Oxford Dictionary of English Place Names by A.D. Mills says it is 
'obscure in etymology and meaning'. Mills, it seems, is 
unimpressed by scholarly speculation that it must mean a land 
where elm trees were plentiful, perhaps even an elm forest. Indeed 
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the etymology is not convincing, as the —et suffix is Old English, 
implying no more than a copse, and there is no evidence for an 
elm forest in Elmet. The West Yorkshire Archaeological Survey 
found that in Elmet and eastern West Yorkshire generally there 
was 'relatively intensive exploitation of the fertile soils here in the 
Roman period' and that 'the limestone area was largely cleared of 
woodland then or earlier'. There is evidence of early field systems 
and arable farming. So what about Elfed in Wales? Again a recent 
dictionary, The Place Names of Wales by Hywel Wyn Owen and 
Richard Morgan, suggests that name's etymology and meaning are 
obscure; it was 'originally a personal name' and is apparently not 
as old as Elmet. However, an ordinary Welsh dictionary gives elfed 
as an obsolete term for 'autumn', and puts us on a more promising 
track. The word is a regularly mutated form of elmed, which comes 
from el- (old Welsh, 'many, much') med (Latin metere, Welsh medi, 
'to reap, to harvest'). Elmet thus becomes a land providing 
relatively abundant harvests, confirming the evidence of the 
Archaeological Survey. Anglo-Saxon or Old English place names 
in Elmet include Micklefield ('great clearing'), Wheatley ('wheat 
field'), Keswick ('cheese farm') and Barwick ('corn farm'). We seem 
to have reached a satisfactory conclusion, but one scholar would 
go further, maintaining that the name should be understood 
metaphorically, as slaughtering enemies; so it originally meant a 
peculiarly fierce tribe, and was later given to their territory. He thus 
raises the difficult question of which came first, the swords and 
spears, or the ploughshares and pruning hooks. I think the reaping 
should be understood literally, in view of the archaeological 
evidence. Other scholars note that there is an old suburb of 
Durham named Elvet, but this is an entirely false trail; the name is 
Old English and means 'swan stream 'or' Swan Island', 

Readers of this journal may wonder whether the Bradford 
area can tell us more about Elmet. There is evidence of early 
settlement and Roman roads. There are the place names 
Eccleshill, Exley in Southowram, Exley Head in Keighley, and the 
field names Eccles near Haworth, Ecclesgrass Head in Horsforth, 
Great Eccles in Allerton: all likely sites of British churches. The one 
at Eccleshill may have been at Chapel Flatts, and there was a 
'Holy Well' near Eccleshill Park. Eccleshill is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book and in the middle ages paid tithes to Dewsbury, 
which is thought to have been one of the 'minsters' or 
ecclesiastical centres of the British church. Ecclesgrass Head is 
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much nearer the central part of Elmet between the Aire and the 
Wharfe, near the Roman road from Tadcaster to Ilkley, and not far 
from Yeadon, which is apparently mentioned in the early eighth 
century Life of Bishop Wilfrid by Eddius Stephanus. Eddius 
describes the dedication of Wilfrid's minster at Ripon in 678, and 
the presentation to him of estates by two Northumbrian kings: 

And so Saint Wilfrid the bishop, standing before the altar turned 
towards the people, in the presence of the kings enumerating 
regions which the kings formerly. gave him, and indeed clearly 
announced those holy places which the British clergy, fleeing the 
edge of the hostile sword in the hand of our nation, deserted 
And these are the names of the regions: around Ribble and 
Yeadon and the region of Dent and Cat/ow and in other places. 
(Chapter XVII) 

Eddius' Latin is unsatisfactory, and his knowledge of this matter 
seems limited, so there has been considerable debate over this 
passage among scholars. What seems clear enough is that at the 
time of the Northumbrian expansion some British clergy, including 
those at Yeadon or perhaps Horsforth, had deserted their 
churches, and that land at Yeadon was added to the estates south 
of Ripon already owned by Wilfrid. There is plenty of work for 
historians and archaeologists here and elsewhere in the Bradford 
area. 

My own interest was aroused by my friend Ian Thompson's 
British Christianity in the Kingdom of Elmet (2011). Thompson 
admits that the evidence for British Christian sites is circumstantial. 
There are the eccles place names, and where there are Anglo-
Saxon churches there were probably British ones. The existence of 
early monasteries may be inferred from the collections of Anglian 
stone crosses at Ripon, Ilkley, Collingham and Dewsbury. At Ilkley 
the church was built on the site of  Roman fort, 'inviting 
comparison with the Welsh monastery founded inside the Roman 
fort at Holyhead'. Dewsbury ('Dewi's fortification') was a British 
centre of some importance, and one of the region's minsters was 
there; the others were at Conisburgh, Ecclesfield, Silkstone and 
Sherburn-in-Elmet. Bede - and the same could be said of Eddius - 

was prejudiced against the British clergy, who may not have 
assisted Paulinus' mission, but must have assisted Aidan's. The 
Northumbrian St. Iwi joined a Celtic monastery in Brittany, and 
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Thompson suggests that a St. Hybald did likewise. He concludes 
that the extent of Anglo-British co-operation may never be known, 
but must have been greater than supposed. 

If obliged to give a short answer to the questions raised in 
my title, I would say Elmet was a British kingdom, created some 
time after the Roman withdrawal in the early fifth century, and 
coming to an end as a result of the Anglian and Mercian invasions 
in the early seventh century. At the height of their power, its rulers 
may have dominated much of what later became West Yorkshire, 
but its last independent king, Ceredig, seems to have been 
confined to the region east of Leeds between the rivers Wharfe 
and Aire. Its people, when not forced to fight off invaders, were 
farmers and adherents of Celtic Christianity. After the fall of 
Ceredig, many remained on the land, and intermarried with the 
Angles, who became converts to their religion. Welsh bards for 
centuries celebrated or lamented the triumphs and tragedies of 
Elmet, and many Welsh people still remember Yr Hen Gogledd 
('The Old North'), feeling more at home there than elsewhere in 
England. 

Bibliography 

Many of us share Ted Hughes' idea of invading English driving 
indigenous British into Wales, and it has not lacked support from 
serious historians. F.M. Stenton, in Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford 
1941, reissued 2001), sees the British kingdom of Elmet stretching 
across central Yorkshire, separating the Angles of Northumbria 
from those of Mercia; its conquest by Edwin is therefore a major 
part of his campaign to become overlord of England. But Leslie 
Alcock, in Arthur's Britain (Penguin 1979, reissued 1990) takes a 
rather different view: Elmet was 'a small district', its conquest was 
'no great achievement for Edwin', and apart from Ceredig and his 
warriors nobody was much affected. The common folk stayed 
where they were, under new masters. The early Welsh historians 
and bards took a very different view: the loss of Elmet came to 
symbolise their deep sense of deprivation. Welsh sources are 
effectively brought to bear by G.R.J. Jones in 'Early Territorial 
Organisation in Gwynedd and Elmet', Northern History, vol. x 
(1975), pp. 3-27; by Geraint Gruffydd in 'In Search of Elmet', 
Studia Celtica, xxviii (1994), 63-79; and by Andrew Breeze in 'The 
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Kingdom and Name of Elmet', Northern History, xxxix (2002), 157-
71. Jones argues that Elmet extended well into South Yorkshire 
and retained some British features under English rule. My former 
colleagues Gruffydd and Breeze offer comprehensive surveys of 
Elmet in English history, Welsh literature, and recent scholarship. 
Breeze disputes the etymology proposed by J.F.G Hind in 'Elmet 
and Deira - Forest Names in Yorkshire?', Bulletin of the Board of 
Celtic Studies, xxviii (1978-80), 541-52, but his own etymology is 
not wholly convincing. Breeze has also written forcefully on 'The 
Battle of Uinued' - that is, Winwaed - Northern History, xli (2004), 
377-83. 

Gruffydd and Breeze draw on West Yorkshire: an 
Archaeological Survey to 1500, edited by M.L. Faull and S.A. 
Moorhouse (West Yorkshire County Council, 4 vols., 1981). This 
mighty work is not confined to archaeology, and makes use of A.H. 
Smith's The Place Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire (8 vols., 
English Place Name Society, 1952-9) and Kenneth Cameron's 
'Eccles in English Place Names', originally published in Christianity 
in Britain, 300-700, edited by M.W. Barley and R.P.C. Hanson 
(Leicester University Press, 1968), pp. 87-92. But the Surveys 
information on Elmet must be sought through the index and is not 
easily assimilated: M.L. Faull's references to 'afforestation' and 
'less attractive land' in Elmet (p.172) completely ignore R.E. 
Yarwood's evidence of clearing and cultivation (p. 54). For its 
account of Mercian settlement (p. 182) the Survey relies on E. 
Kolb, 'Elmet: a Dialect Region in Northern England', Anglia, xci 
(1973), 285-313, and what it calls 'the Mercian Tribal Hidage'. It is 
aware that Kolb's evidence is not decisive for dating, but not that 
there has been new thinking on the 'Tribal Hidage'. N.J. Higham in 
An English Empire (Manchester University Press, 1995) argues 
that this was a Northumbrian, not a Mercian document. I quote 
from the Anglo-Saxon text in David Dumville, 'The Tribal Hidage: 
an Introduction' in The Origins of Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, edited 
by Steven Bassett (Leicester University Press, 1989), pp. 224-30. 
The similarity between the 'Tribal Hidage' and the Domesday Book 
in respect of Elmet was noted by J. Brownhill, 'The Tribal Hidage', 
English Historical Review, xxvii (1912), 625-48, and has been 
accepted by later scholars. 

Enthusiasts for what is sometimes known as 'elecinfo' may 
have noted that the main facts in my outline history may be 
gathered by Googling 'Elmet'. Several accounts will be found, of 
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which the most substantial is Tony Cox's The Ancient Kingdom of 
Elmet', originally published in The Ba,wicker, No. 39 (date not 
given, about 1995). Mr Cox would not know some relevant 
scholarship and allows himself some interpretative freedom. My 
account is more cautious, indeed I thought sceptical, till I read 
David Rollason's Northumbria, 500-1100 (Cambridge, 2003). 
Rollason reminds us that 'the association of the name Elmet with 
the putative kingdom is solely due to Nennius', the supposed 
author of the ninth century Historia Brittonum. However, I think the 
association is implicit in Bede. I quote Bede and Eddius Stephanus 
from the standard modern editions: Bede's Ecclesiastical History, 
edited by Bertram Colgrave and R.A.B. Myrrors (Oxford, 1969) and 
The Life of Bishop Wilfrid, edited by Colgrave (Cambridge, 1927). 
Translations (not difficult) from both Latin and Anglo-Saxon are my 
own, and more literal than literary, to help readers see what's what. 

Notes 

I am much obliged to Bob Duckett for a photocopy from W.E. 
Preston's 'Notes on the Early History of the Manor of Eccieshill', 
Bradford Antiquary, vii. And to Ian Thompson for British Christianity 
in the Kingdom of Elmet (Scunthorpe: Bluestone Books, 2011, £2) 
and for correspondence on various points. 
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JOHN BOOTH AND THE LOW MOOR LUDDITE CONNECTION 

By Mary Twentyman 

In this 200w anniversary year of the Luddite uprisings in our area, I 
was pleased to discover a local connection to Holy Trinity Church 
in Low Moor. 

John Booth, a young man of about eighteen, was one of 
those injured on the attack of Rawfolds Mill in Cleckheaton 
belonging to William Cartwright. Booth was apprenticed to a 
harness-maker ironmonger in Huddersfield and is supposed to 
have joined the Luddites because of his friendship with George 
Mellors, who was in charge of the gun corps. Mellors was later 
tried and hanged at York Castle. 

Along with another injured man, Samuel Hartley of Halifax, 
Booth was carried to the Star Inn at Robertown where it was later 
rumoured that they were tortured to make them confess. Booth's 
leg was so shattered in the attack that it had to be amputated. In 
agony he called across to the Reverend Hammond Roberson, the 
Anglican clergyman from Liversedge, a friend of Cartwright, and 
asked, "Can you keep a secret?" Thinking he was about to inform 
on his colleagues, Roberson affirmed that he could. "So can l!" 
said Booth, who died soon afterwards, taking his secret to the 
grave. 

A description of John Booth comes from Frank Peel's The 
Risings of the Luddites of 1880: 

Young Booth's appearance, while bespeaking a fair share of 
intelligence, was on the whole rather effeminate, his thin 
twitching lips and the general expression of his face showing 
plainly that he lacked firmness and resolution. Unfortunately 
he had fallen into evil company. His feeble will melted like 
wax before the fiery determination of Mellor, and he was 
swept along in defiance of his own better judgment. 

It has long been known that John Booth was the son of a curate at 
Wibsey Chapel, as Holy Trinity was then known. What has only 
recently come to light is the tact that he was actually baptised at 
Wibsey Chapel on 16th December 1793 as John Woodhead 
Booth, son of the Reverend John Booth, Clerk of Wibsey. 2 
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John Booth senior was originally a wool cropper himself and 
came from Huddersfield where the Vicar had seen his abilities and 
helped him in his studies .3 He had been ordained a deacon on 191h 
December 1790 at the Chapel Royal, Whitehall, by the Bishop of 
Ely and took up a post as assistant curate to the Reverend Joseph 
Hudson at Wibsey Chapel Bradford. At this time Wibsey was a 
Chapel of Ease in the Parish of Bradford. He was subsequently 
ordained a priest on 151h July 1792 at the chapel within the 
Bishopgate Palace at York by the Archbishop of York, William 
Markham.4 

A marriage took place at St Peter's, Bradford, on 
October 1791 for the Reverend John Booth and Elizabeth 
Woodhead of Huddersfield, which confirms the origin of the middle 
name of John Booth junior. A Marriage Bond uses her diminutive 
name, Betty. In the Wibsey Chapel registers are baptisms for two 
other children, Sarah on 6'' August 1795, and Hannah on 241h April 
1797. John's post at Wibsey paid him only £30 per year and it 
seems this was not enough to support his growing family, 

Mrs Constance, Myers writing in the 1960s and 70s in 
various local publications about Holy Trinity, says: 

He became a fine Greek and Latin scholar. However as the 
living at Wibsey Chapel was too poor to support a curate, he 
joined another man and started wool-cropping in Oakenshaw, 
teaching classes and compiling a Greek lexicon at night .3 

In the parish registers for Wibsey there are only four references to 
the occupation of'cropper' and these are in the period 1801 to 
1812. None of them are living in Oakenshaw, which in any case is 
part in the parish of Bradford and part in Birstall. So it has not been 
possible to identity of his cropping partner. 

The Reverend Mark Pearson, in a list of Masters at the Old 
Bell School, Northowram, quotes these two telling items from the 
Minute Book.5 

Jany 27w, 1795. At a meeting of the Trustees of Northowram 
School, held this day, for the purpose of electing a Master in 
the room of Mr Benjamin Richardson, it was unanimously 
agreed to make a choice of the Rev John Booth, Minister at 
North Bierley, or Wibsey, he was consequently chosen, and 



ordered to begin teaching the said School on Monday the 16" 
day of February, next. John Moore. 

Oct 26th, 1795. At a Meeting of Trustees of Northowram 
School, held this day for the purpose of electing a Master 
thereof in the room of Mr John Booth, (who had discontinued 
for want of sufficient ability), it was unanimously agreed to 
make choice of John Scholfield, of Barmes Hill, in 
Northowram, who was consequently chosen and ordered to 
begin teaching immediately. John Moore. 

It seems that John Booth's teaching abilities were in doubt and his 
teaching career at Northowram was very short lived, just nine 
months in 1795. 

Stella Carpenter writes that in 1798 a Mr J Booth of Wibsey 
published a book entitled Greek Primitives Grammatically arranged 
with copious Latin and English Interpretation when he was said to 
be curate of Kirby Malzeard, but the book was actually published in 
Huddersfield. She contacted Kirby Malzeard church but they had 
been unable to find any mention of Booth in their record S.6 

I found copies of the Lexicon itself on line and several 
advertisements and reviews for it, some doubting its claims to be a 
new method. My wider enquiries also failed to find a connection 
with Kirkby Malzeard despite the note on the title pages that Rev J 
Booth was Curate of Kirkby Malzeard, near Ripon, Yorkshire. The 
internet also brought up A Sermon Preached at the Chapel of 
Wibsey on the Twenty-ninth of November 1798 being the Day 
appointed for a General Thanksgiving by the Rev. J Booth 
officiating minister of the said chapel. The sermon seems very dry 
and he certainly has no love of the French with whom England was 
at war at the time.6 

The clergy database gives no other appointments for Booth. 
Mrs Myers further writes: 

His son got involved with the Luddites and was killed in the 
riots. He himself saw disgrace coming and resigned before he 
could be turned out. His circumstances grew worse and worse 
until, finally, he was given a pauper's burial in Bradford. Mr 
Hudson's [he was the curate at Wibsey Chapel] private life was not 
at all that could be desired, and also, either he or his curate 
allowed Joanna Southcott to preach in the church .3 
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It was not clear from the clergy database when Booth left Wibsey. 
He was described as clerk of the chapel when his daughters were 
baptised, the youngest in 1797, and the sermon dated 1798 places 
him there too. Books on the Luddites, chiefly quoting from Frank 
Peel's The Risings of the Luddites (1880)9 say he was the son of a 
clergyman residing at Low Moor. Yet when a death notice 
appeared for John Booth junior in the Leeds Mercury of Saturday 
May 2w 1812, it states he is the son of Rev. Mr Booth, the Curate 
of Kirkby Malhamdale and master of the Free Grammar School. 
The selfsame notice appears in the Gentleman's Magazine and 
the Monthly Magazine. 
Frank Peel writes: 

Mr. Booth was educated at Huddersfield, and when a young 
man was employed as a cloth cropper. Being a studious, well 
educated youth, he was taken in hand by the venerable vicar 
of Huddersfield, who assisted him in his ordination. He was a 
first-class scholar. The living at Lowmoor being very scanty 
he went into partnership with another person at Toad Holes, 
near Oakenshaw, as a cropper. Mr. Booth and his partner 
kept a bed on the premises, and many a night did the former 
sit up compiling - a Greek lexicon. He put his son apprentice 
to one, Wright, who lived at Huddersfield, to learn of him the 
art and mystery of saddle and harness making, and also of 
ironmongery. 

Has someone perhaps written Kirkby Mal', referring to Malham 
and it has been transcribed to Malzeard by mistake in the Lexicon? 
However enquiries at Kirkby Malham have also failed to find a 
reference to Booth and details of the masters at the school are 
missing for the crucial period. It was pointed out to me to bear in 
mind that the master would need a knowledge of Greek and Latin. 

I began to wonder where Mrs Myers had got her information 
from. I searched for other publications about Wibsey Chapel/Holy 
Trinity. There was a pamphlet published for the 300th anniversary 
of Wibsey Chapel in 1906 written by Violet M. Flinn, whom I am 
speculating was a niece of the then Vicar Rev. Henry Flynn. Her 
mention of Booth is brief: 
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Samuel Hudson is believed to have held the living from 1762 
until 1804 when he was removed on account of his irregular 
habits. It is said that he had for curate a certain "Parson 
Booth" whose exploits still linger in the district, but this brief 
shadowing of the history of the chapel was soon dissipated 
by the succeeding incumbents, men of unblemished integrity, 
learning, benevolence, and piety. 

Going further back I found what local author William Cudworth, one 
of the founders of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, 
had to say: 

Samuel Hudson next held the curacy. It appears that during 
his time much disorder prevailed in the chapelry. Mr. Hudson 
had a curate officiating for him named the Rev. John Booth. 
Mr. Booth was educated at Huddersfield, and when a young 
man was employed as a cloth-cropper. Being a studious, 
well-educated youth, he was taken in hand by the venerable 
Vicar of Huddersfield, who assisted him in his ordination. He 
was a first-class scholar. The living at Low Moor being very 
scanty, he went into partnership with another person at Toad 
Holes, near Oakenshaw, as a cropper. Mr. Booth and his 
partner kept a bed on the premises, and many a night did the 
former sit up compiling a Greek lexicon. Mr. Booth was 
unfortunate in his domestic relationships, and he took to 
drinking. His son afterwards joined the Luddist rioters at 
Rawfolds Mill, near Cleckheaton, and was shot on the 11th 
April, 1812. When Johanna Southcote came into this 
neighbourhood, propagating her New Jerusalem theory, Mr. 
Booth foolishly allowed her to preach in Wibsey Church, and 
for this and his disorderly life he had to quit, but being aware 
of the Bishop's intention he resigned in order to save his 
dignity and title. After this occurrence his reverence eked out 
a living by giving private lessons in classics, &c, and 
publishing small pamphlets. He ultimately became a pauper, 
and dying at Bradford, is interred in the Parish Churchyard. 10 

This seems to be the authority for certain facts used by Mrs Myers. 
Some of the wording is identical to Frank Peel's published book 
some four years later in 1880. In his second extended edition of 
1888, Peel comments that many of the people he had interviewed 

-14 -



some ten years before who had given him personal recollections of 
the Luddites uprisings were now dead. It seems that before he 
published his first book some of his writings had appeared in the 
Heckmondwike Herald and so it is a matter of conjecture as to who 
first compiled this information. Was it Peel or Cudworth, both of 
whom were involved in local newspapers? 

No doubt both were influenced to dig deeper by the mention 
in John James' Continuation and Additions to the history of 
Bradford and its Parish of 1866 where he writes: 

Samuel Hudson, it is stated, held the curacy from the year 
1762, until he was removed by Mr Crosse, vicar of Bradford, 
in 1804. It appears that about this time a good deal of 
disorder prevailed in this chapelry. Mr Fawcett informed me 
that one Booth, being curate, or officiating for Hudson, 
allowed a woman to preach in the chapel; that he led a 
disorderly life, and at the last either died in the workhouse, or 
received parish relief. 

The Reverend Joshua Fawcett was curate at Wibsey from 1833 to 
1864. 

When I tried to discover if it was Mr Hudson or Mr Booth 
who had invited Joanna Southcott to preach at Wibsey I drew a 
blank until I did some 'Googling' and found that Princeton 
University in New Jersey held some papers relating to Southcott 
and one of them referred to 'Mr Booth turned out of the Church of 
England'. The date of June 1804 fitted the time when it seems 
Booth (and Hudson) left Wibsey. When the copy of the 
correspondence arrived it proved to be a copy in a letter book of 
correspondence sent by Joanna Southcott to a Miss Jane Townley 
following a letter describing a 'Present' Miss Townley had given to 
the Rev. Mr Booth, following his being turned out of his church. 
Jane Townley was a wealthy middle-aged lady who was the 
daughter of Colonel Richard Townley of Belfield Hall near 
Rochdale and High Sheriff of Lancashire. Following his death she 
became a follower of Joanna Southcott and supported her 
financially. After her death she was the custodian of Southcott's 
box of prophecies for five years. 

The letter assures Miss Townley that 'after thy Trial the 
Substance will begin to follow for then thy Friends will abound, 
believers will abound and your joy will abound, as Booth's sorrow 
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will be turned into Joy, when he hears thy Letter to Turner and so 
the shadows will come to the End...' And then follows fourteen 
pages of doggerel verse and assurances that all will be well. At 
present I have not worked out who Turner was. 

None of the sources quoted earlier gives a date for the 
death of Rev. John Booth other than that he received a pauper's 
burial at Bradford St Peter's. I searched for this burial without 
success and it was not until I widened my range of years 
considerably that I discovered Booth did not die until 1847, when 
he was 81 years old. His burial at Bradford on 12th March 1847 
gives no indication that this was a pauper's or poor burial. His 
address is given simply as Bradford, but the curate, J. Bickerdike, 
has added in very small letters in brackets under Booth's name 
'(Clergyman)'. This enabled me to find a death notice in The 
Bradford & Wakefield Observer and Halifax, Huddersfield, and 
Keighley Reporter on Thursday, March 18, 1847, stating: 'On the 
8th inst aged 81, Mr John Booth, Victoria Street, Silsbridge Lane, 
for many years assistant clergyman of Low Moor'. 

This led to a death certificate confirming his age and 
address but adding that he had died of old age (not certified) and 
that his occupation was school master. The informant who had 
been present at the death was Hannah White. This could have 
been his married daughter but so far it has not been possible to 
establish if this was the case. There seems to be no sign of him on 
the 1841 census. 

At this point I thought I would lay the Reverend Booth to rest 
as far as research was concerned, but an entry in the West 
Yorkshire Archives catalogue caught my eye and had to be 
investigated. In one of the many deposits concerning William 
Cudworth amongst the press cuttings and handwritten jottings, I 
found this letter to him from the Reverend Henry Heppinstall, Vicar 
of Denshaw, Saddleworth, dated 10 October 1878, written 
following the publication of Round About Bradford: 

My dear Sir, 
Your Book 'Around About Bradford" has just come 

from Bradford Road Manchester. please accept my sincere 
thanks for the same. 

/ knew the Rev. John Booth once curate of Low Moor 
whom you mention I remember his poverty and death in a 
back street off Silsbridge Lane Bradford in Robertshaw Field. 
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I assisted to get him a decent funeral Alfred Harris Esq. and 
Mr Morgan gave me help. I got a little help from him in Latin 
he had adopted Unitarian tenets latterly he told me he 
regretted doing so / have read his essay agsf. the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity - his son on law was an Arian Minister and 
together they taught in a school near Manchester. Once he 
was curate of Bierley as well as Low Moor. 

I got him to attend a Missionary Meeting at Christ Ch. 
School where Mr Morgan called upon the Rev. John Booth to 
address the Meeting you may judge of the general surprise 
when a white headed stranger arose 80 years of age in 
tattered corduroy clothes and wooden clogs - it was a most 
pitiable sight. He had felt it to be a hard and bitter thing to 
depart from God. The sight was very overwhelming- He told 
me that Low Moor Ch was thatched with straw in his time. 

Mr Morgan gave me his Greek Lexicon which he 
picked up at a second hand book stall in Leeds It is small and 
quaint 8v0(?) 

Yours very sincerely Henry Heppinstall (as written) 

According to Cudworth's History of Manningham, Heaton and 
Al/erton Henry Heppinstall was appointed Vicar of Denshaw in 
1876. He was of very humble origins and had been a school 
master in Bradford and the slums of Manchester before being 
ordained. The Mr Morgan he refers to is the Reverend William 
Morgan of Christ Church, Bradford, mentioned in Round About 
Bradford as being Patrick Brontë's brother-in-law. Alfred Harris 
Esq. is probably the one connected to Harris's bank in Bradford. 

Mr Heppinstall's reference to a son-in-law who was a 
Unitarian Minister in Manchester has so far eluded me. 

John Booth junior was only eighteen when he died in the 
Luddite risings. His connection with them was through his 
friendship with George Mellor. The fact that his father had been a 
cropper may have influenced his decision to join them. He was a 
believer in the writings of Owen and it seems likely that, like his 
father, he was open to new ideas, and like him, he regretted some 
of the choices he had made. 

I have been pleased in this special year to claim a 
connection to the Luddite history for this part of Bradford and I am 
grateful to Dr John Hargreaves for his encouragement in this 
research. 
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Notes 

1 The Luddites by Douglas Liversidge (Franklin Watts, 1972). 
Probably taken from Frank Peel 9 below. 
2 South Bradford Local History Alliance's website: www.sblha.com. 
This website gives details of parish and other local records. 
Mrs Constance Myers. Several booklets by Mrs Myers were 

published locally in the 1960s and 70s and partly collated into Holy 
Trinity Church Low Moor 1606-2006, a booklet published to 
celebrate 400 years of the church. They contain no 
acknowledgements to previous sources. 
Clergy of the Church of England Database: 

www.theclerqydatabase.orquk 
Northowram, Its History and Antiquities by Mark Pearson (1898). 

6 Wibsey Miscellany Number 6, Wibsey Local History Group, 2011. 
Greek Primitives Grammatically Arranged with copious Latin and 

English Interpretation 
http://archive.org/details/lexiconotorimitiüübootuoft 

Sermon Preached at the Chapel of Wibsey on the Twenty-ninth 
of November 1798 being the Day appointed for a General 
Thanksgiving by Rev. J Booth (Huddersfield : Printed and sold by 
Silvester Sikes and Co. Booksellers). Sold, also, by Nicholson, 
Bradford; Edwards, Halifax; Holmes, Leeds; and Gill, Wakefield, 
htto:Ilwww.classicapoloaetics.comlspeciallthankslBooth.TP. 1798.pdf 
The Risings of the Luddites by Frank Peel (1880). 

10 Round About Bradford by William Cudworth (1876). 
n The Risings of the Luddites, Chartists and Plug Drawers by 
Frank Peel, 2nd edition (1888) 
WYAS Bradford 11 D74/214/19 - items concerning Wibsey and Low 
Moor 

Note Mrs Myers writes: 
Rev. Samuel Hudson was the incumbent at Wibsey 1762 to 
1804. His appointment had provoked bad feelings between 
the two local squires Edward (Rookes) Leeds of Royds Hall 
and Richard Richardson of Bierley Hall and accusations of 
"feasting and treating" cotta gers to obtain their votes. After all 
the furore caused by his appointment he proved to be a bad 
choice but it was not until 1804 that Mr Crosse, the blind 
Vicar of Bradford, managed to get him removed from office 
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I invoking the 21st statute of Henry VIII, chapter 13, without 
intimating the subject to the inhabitants. 
Most local books give his first name as Samuel but letters and 
other documents in Bradford Archives name him as Joseph 
Hudson. A Samuel Hudson is listed in the clergy database as 
assistant curate in 1768. 
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GOVERNING NORTH BIERLEY, 1880s STYLE 

By John Stanley King 

A selection of letters, with comments, to and from the North Bierley 

Local Board, 1st April 1883 to 31 st March 1884.1 

The once familiar local place name 'North Bierley' was used for 

several centuries to describe an area considerably more extensive 

than the small country village of Bierley, two and a half miles 

south-east of Bradford, from which it was derived. The area 

constituted a township, closely adjoining its sister settlement of 

East Bierley, which, however, was a mere hamlet in the township 

of Hunsworth and parish of Birstall - differences which are still 

perpetuated in the 21 st century, as Bierley lies within the modern 

Metropolitan City of Bradford, whereas East Bierley forms part of 

the Metropolitan Borough of Kirklees. 

In the latter years of the Elizabethan Poor Law system, i.e. 

the period between 1848 and 1930, the name North Bierley was 

also more loosely applied to the group of sixteen townships formed 

by the 1832 Reform Parliament into a Poor Law Union, whose 

workhouse lay in Clayton township and whose boundaries 

encircled the Bradford Poor Law Union from Shipley in the north to 

Calverley in the east by way of Heaton, Allerton, Wilsden, 

Thornton, Clayton, North Bierley, Wyke, Tong, Hunsworth, 

Cleckheaton, Drighlington, Pudsey, Bolton and Idle. 

The North Bierley Local Board was from 1866 to 1894 the 

elected local authority for Bierley, Wibsey, Odsal, Buttershaw, Low 

Moor, part of Oakenshaw and, from 1876, the township of Wyke in 

the parish of Birstall. Although the original (1840) North Bierley 

'Town's Office' was located in Hardy Street, Wibsey, and the late 

Urban District Council's headquarters in a more stately edifice in 

Odsal Road, Low Town End, the Local Board contented itself with 

a modest office and meeting room in Wibsey Bank. 
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This was an era in which local government was slowly and 

patchily evolving from the easy going amateurism of 'town's 
meetings', parish vestries and constables, surveyors and poor law 
overseers elected by the ratepayers from among their own 

number, towards the full time professionalism as practised in the 

new, palatial town halls of the fast-spreading Victorian 
municipalities. North Bierley Local Board was in this evolving 

stage. Whilst Charles Bower, the Board's Surveyor and 

Waterworks Manager, had his office in the Wibsey Bank building, 
the authority's principal officer, Mr Samuel Wright, Clerk, operated 

from Number 2, Manor Row, Bradford, the headquarters of his 
flourishing legal practice. As Mr Wright invariably used his 

practice's headed notepaper when transacting the Local Board's 
business, puzzled correspondents were sometimes uncertain as to 

which capacity he was acting in. Similarly, H. B. Woodcock, one of 

the Board's members, saw no conflict in acting as a spokesman for 

the Low Moor Iron Company which, as Lords of the Manor of 
Royds Hall, was currently negotiating with the Local Board on the 

vexed question of the proposed inclosure of the Common Lands at 

Low Moor and Wibsey Slack. It is possible that, in its early years at 

least, the Board did not indulge in the luxury of headed notepaper, 

as its published Estimate for a General District Rate for 1883-1884 

boasted nothing more pretentious than the imprint of a rubber 
stamp bearing the title, 'District of North Bierley Local Board, 1866', 

encircling two coats of arms, one of which had belonged to the 

Rookes family, formerly of Royds Hall. The Rate itself was issued 

on July 21'tat 2/6d in the E. 

The Board's meetings were held on the fourth Friday of 

each month and the Annual General Meeting each April, 

presumably in the evening. Its District was divided into four 

electoral wards: North, South, East and Wyke. In 1882 the 
members included Messrs. James Sharp, dyer, of Shirley Manor 

(chairman), H. B. Woodcock of Park Nook, Henry Birkby, joiner 
and mason of Wyke, J. M. Woodcock, H. Midgley, Benjamin 

Bolland, Jacob Priestley, Enoch Priestley, butter factor, and others. 
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Most of the surviving North Bierley records can be seen in 

the Bradford office of the West Yorkshire Archives Service, but the 

1883/4 General Letters Book found its way into the custody of the 
Bradford Industrial Museum. Much of its interest lies in the 

handwritten letters sent to or by disgruntled ratepayers, businesses 

and local authorities. For example: 

• To the Brighouse Industrial Society (i.e., the 'Co-op') re: the 

drainage of their cottages at Bailiffe Bridge. 

• From Mr Booth of Oakenshaw re: the 'intolerable nuisance' 

caused by residents of Woodlands discharging their sewage 

into a field used by Mr Booth's cattle. 

• From Mr Bottomley of Manorley Hall re: the Local Board's 

refusal to provide drainage for the highway, the surface 

water from which had turned his fields into a swamp. 

• From Messrs. T. F. Fifth & Co., Clifton Mills (which lay within 

the Clifton township boundary) concerning a 'nuisance' at 

the adjacent Punch Bowl Inn which occupied the 

southernmost tip of the Board's district at Bailiffe Bridge. 

• From residents of Hellewell Street, Buttershaw, complaining 

about effluent from pig sties at the rear of their dwellings. 

• From the Bowling Iron Company in respect of an 

encroachment at Greenfield Lane, Bierley. 

• From Messrs. Fifth & Blackburn, starch manufacturers of 

Spen Mills, Cleckheaton, complaining about the pollution of 

water flowing out of the Local Board's sewage works near 

Oakenshaw which was jeopardising the quality of the starch. 

• An Objection to plans submitted by Mr Benjamin Bolland (a 

Board member) for a stable and privy opposite the 

objector's house instead of the applicant's own land. 

In common with local authorities of the present day, the North 

Bierley Local Board considered it prudent to subscribe to national 

organisations. In their case the Association of Local Boards and 

other Sanitary Authorities in England and Wales, which in March, 
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1884 was due to meet in Manchester. They also received circular 
letters requesting mutual support and assistance, for example: 

• The Middleton (Lancs.) Commissioners and the Heywood 
(Lancs.) Corporation regarding water supplies and rates. 

• The Town Clerk of Southport and the Corporation of 
Manchester re: a proposal by the Crown Estates to sell 

Southport's foreshore to a private bidder in preference to 

Southport Corporation. 

• The National Refuge Harbours Society of the United 

Kingdom requesting support for a petition to Parliament. No 

reply was recorded, possibly because North Bierley was a 

wholly landlocked area whose principal waterway was the 

Blackshaw Beck, which divided the district from 

Hipperholme and Shelf. (In connection with which the Shelf 

Local Board was proposing a jointly funded bridge in the 

main highway at Scalper Lane Bottom.) 

Naturally, the Board had more formal duties to attend to than the 

problems of cow-houses, flooded fields, sanitation and other 

people's foreshores. For instance, by the period in question, most 

of the local turnpike trusts had been wound up, leaving the burden 

of highway maintenance to fall on the local authorities. Fortunately 

the Highways and Locomotives (Amendment) Act, 1878, had 

ensured that although the work of repairing and supervising the 

'main roads' should be carried out by local boards and town 

councils, the cost should be borne by the County Authority. In this 

way, no doubt to their great relief, the North Bierley Local Board 
was able to forward to the Clerk of the Peace, West Riding Offices, 

Wakefield, its account for the year ended 25 th March, 1883, in 

respect of expenditure on the section of the Leeds and Whitehall 

Main Road which lay within its boundaries. Another public 

improvement concerned street lighting which was slowly being 

introduced with the aid of coal gas purchased in bulk from the 

North Bierley Gas Company, Oakenshaw, for which purpose 
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tenders for the supply of cast-iron gas lamp columns were being 

invited. 
An 'improvement' of a more archaic nature was proposed in 

September, 1883, by one of the Board's members, Mr Enoch 

Priestley, who wished to appoint a public bellman. Not that Mr 

Priestley was in any way a backward-looking man; a butter-factor 

by trade, he later rose to fame through his endeavours on behalf of 

his fellow townsmen during the Inclosure controversies. As the 

almost perpetual Chairman of the subsequent North Bierley Urban 

District Council he was popularly acknowledged as 'the Mayor of 

Wibsey' and after incorporation with Bradford, he insisted, against 

much opposition, that the Corporation should honour its promise to 

build a new highway from Little Horton to Wibsey which, when 

completed, was very properly named 'St. Enoch's Road' in his 

honour. In addition, he also achieved his ambition for a tramway 

service to Wibsey, and, as Alderman Priestley, chaired the 

Tramways Committee until his accidental death in 1926. 

The Victorians' realisation that public health could be 

ensured only by public cleanliness and good sanitation was 

emphasised in North Bierley by detailed and sometimes graphic 

fortnightly reports from the Inspectors of Nuisances for the twin 

townships of Wyke and North Bierley which together constituted 

the Board's district. Once a year local tradesmen were invited to 

tender for the privilege of scavenging (cleansing) ashpits and 

privies, attention being drawn to the avant-garde 'water closet' at 

the Patent Hammer beerhouse which adjoined the ironworks at 

Low Moor. Fortunately, Government advice was always 

forthcoming in the form of circulars such as the Memorandum re 

Cholera (July 1883), Cleanliness in Bakehouses, the Artizans 
Dwellings Act, the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875, and 

Provisional Orders for Compulsory Powers in 1882. 

The pressing need for a regular supply of pure water in 

place of the traditional dependence on dubious water troughs and 

springs had been realised in 1864 when a North Bierley 

Waterworks Company had been formed for the purpose of 
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obtaining a bulk supply from Bradford Corporation and distributing 

it via local mains. Unfortunately, the Company had not been 

entirely systematic in their operations, so that when the waterworks 

were acquired by the Board a few years later, no one had any 
accurate knowledge of the whereabouts of the water mains, thus 

prompting the residents of Low Moor to urge the Board to protect 

their interest in the public 'Dolley Well' in their neighbourhood at 

Fiddler Hill, Hill Top. But hot summers and droughts had their 
effect on Victorian reservoirs no less severely than the old-world 

wells. On July 20th 1883, the Town Clerk of Bradford (Mr W. T. 

McGowen) was obliged to notify the Local Board that supplies from 

his Corporation's High Level supply would have to be restricted to 
fourteen hours per day, although he was optimistic that an 

uninterrupted supply would shortly be available from the new 

Thornton Moor reservoir. It was not. Five weeks later the supply 

had to be reduced to ten hours per day until the autumn rains 

returned. 

The most significant theme of the 1883/4 Correspondence 

Book was the proposal of the Low Moor Iron Company, as Lords of 

the Manor of Royds Hall, to bring about the inclosure of the 

Commons at Low Moor and Wibsey Slack, their legal advisers 

being the well-known firm of solicitors, Messrs. Mumford and 

Johnson of Yorkshire Bank Chambers, 5 Bank Street, Bradford. As 

the inclosure was bound to have a profound effect on the future 

development of the district, the local residents formed a vigorous 
and vocal committee in defence of the interests of the commoners 

(those who possessed legal 'right of common') and the inhabitants 

in general. Enoch Priestley was outspoken on their behalf, having 

been unofficially advised by Bradford's Town Clerk, whom he had 

encountered on a Sunday afternoon stroll to 'stick out for good 

wide roads' when the inclosure took place. Meanwhile, the Iron 

Company were seeking the advice of the Land Commission in 
London. 

In preparation for the inclosure, the Iron Company began to 

resolve the problem of disputed tenancies. In ApriI1883, they 
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challenged a number of longstanding unauthorised encroachments 

on the Common, offering to have them valued before offering them 
for sale to their occupants. Next, in October 4th, they forwarded a 

strong objection to the Local Board's unsanitary habit of dumping 

night soil and ashes on the Common. In default of a prompt reply, 

they followed up their letter with a threat of a writ for trespass. This 

drew a dismissive retort from the Local Board's clerk ('... you really 

must not be so impatient') as the matter was due to come before 

the Board within a few days. In fact, it was due to be raised at 

many future meetings before final agreement was reached. 

When finally implemented, the Inclosure Act conferred many 
benefits on the district. These included new wide thoroughfares, six 

public wells, a recreation ground at Odsal, Wibsey Park, Harold 

Park at Low Moor and the North Bierley Cemetery at Buttershaw. 

Victorian householders shared with their present-day 

counterparts a critical attitude towards public spending. In North 

Bierley this was demonstrated at a meeting of 'The Ratepayers' in 
the Furnace Inn, Beck Hill, on February 201h, 1883, when 'the 

curtailment of unnecessary expenses by the Local Board' was 

eagerly discussed. Also, a proposal for an increase in the Rate 

Collector's salary gave rise to a 'humble petition' containing a not-

so-humble allegation that the official in question was in fact 'very 

unsatisfactory' and 'far behind in his duties'. 

A genuine financial disagreement arose when the Local 

Board awarded to Thomas Egan of Manningham a contract for the 

laying of earthenware drainage pipes in the district. As the 

manufacturers of the pipes, Messrs. John Fyfe & Co. of Shipley 

('Manufacturers of Fire Bricks, Quarries [firebricks], Common Red 

Bricks, Flue Covers, Boiler Blocks, Chimney Tops, Flue Linings, 

Sanitary Tubes, Garden Edge Tiles, Troughs, Mangers, Smithy 

Coal and Ground and Lump Fireclay'), had doubts about Mr Egan's 

financial stability, and they requested the Board to bypass him and 

to pay the Company directly for the pipework. Then, suspecting 

that the Board had already paid a more pressing claimant, Fyfes 

protested angrily to the Clerk, Samuel Wright, who robustly 

-26-



rebuffed them, only to receive a pointed query as to whether he 

was acting as Clerk or as a solicitor in private practice. However, 

the pipework and Mr Egan's finances proved to be well founded, 

and no more was said. 

Finally, as the Board's financial year 1883-4 drew to a close, 

there were indications that the old, leisurely ways of cow houses, 

the keeping of geese on the Common, and isolation from 

neighbouring settlements were about to come to an end. On March 
11 th, 1884, the engineer and secretary of the Bradford and Shelf 

Tramway Company, which had held its first meeting earlier on the 

same day, expressed a wish to explain to the Local Board 'the 

proposed scheme of continuing the Tramway on the High Road 

through Buttershaw to Shelf from the Boundary of the Borough', at 

Wibsey Bankfoot, to which point the Bradford Corporation were 

already laying tram tracks. 

The response of the North Bierley Local Board was 

immediate. Plans and estimates were produced and agreed, and 

the tramway, steam-operated and financially very successful, 

commenced operation as far as Bankfoot on September 6th being 
extended to Buttershaw Mills on June 11th 1886, and to Shelf on 

July 27m in the same year, with a branch to Wyke (Temperance 
Hall) on January 24h, 1893. North Bierley was connected to the 

outside world at last. 

The link was strengthened shortly afterwards, in 1894, when 

the Local Board was superseded by a more effective North Bierley 
Urban District Council, whose existence, however, proved to be 

brief, since in 1899 the Council agreed to amalgamate most of its 
area with the City of Bradford. The portion of Lower Wyke south of 

the railway which straddled Huddersfield Road ('Wyke Bank') near 
the Red Lion, was ceded to Hipperholme. 

Under Bradford Corporation's administration the old district 

name survived until the 1960s in the guise of the North Bierley 

East and West Wards, and although the North Bierley Joint 
Hospital (in Cleckheaton) closed and was demolished some years 
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ago, the North Bierley Sewage Works and North Bierley Cemetery 

continue to serve the public in differing ways. 

In conclusion, it needs to be stressed that the amount of source 

material available for a future author of a comprehensive history of 

North Bierley and Wyke is immense and inviting. Fellow 

antiquarians, the archives of Bradford's Local Studies Library and 

the West Yorkshire Joint Archives at Bradford and Wakefield are 

eagerly awaiting a visit from you! Who will answer the call? 
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SEQUAH: AN AMERICAN-INDIAN MEDICINE-MAN IN 
BRADFORD 

By Christine Alvin 

This tale of Sequah begins with a quotation from a lengthy article in 
the Bradford Observer of 19 July 1889: 

A gilded chariot is to be seen every day, journeying triumphantly 
along some of Bradford's streets, conveying a number of 
gentlemen ... all attired in prairie costume, and with a 'lone, lorn' 
figure seated at the back who bears the name of Sequah. 

Most Bradfordians are now familiar with the clatter of 
horses' hoofs, accompanied by the sound of cymbals, drums and 
other instruments in the streets every afternoon and evening, and 
many of them also know of the great crowds that assemble on the 
open space opposite the Belle Vue Hotel to listen to the words of, 
and behold the deeds wrought by, the man of the mystic name. 

Be the weather wet or fine, all sorts and conditions of men, 
women, and children congregate and watch the proceedings with 
uncommon attention. 

What was this self-styled 'Great Healer' doing, to attract people in 
their thousands to his shows, not only in provincial places such as 
Bradford, or Leeds where 30,000 people came every day to the Pig 
Market to see his show', but in the capital city and throughout the 
country towards the end of the nineteenth century? 

Sequah's shows began with a session of free, fast, and 
apparently painless tooth pulling, always a popular form of 
entertainment. With a lamp fastened to his forehead, Sequah used 
his collection of patented forceps to extract as many teeth as were 
causing pain to the sufferer, working in silence, except for the loud 
raucous music of the band. 

A continuous string of human beings ascends the chariot, each 
individual of which takes a seat for a brief period. The patient's hat 
is removed, his jaws open, the light of the lamp enters his mouth, 
followed by an instrument, and speedily succeeded by the loss of a 
tooth, the quick replacing of the hat, and a bewildered hurrying off 
the vehicle with the 'ivory' in his hand. 
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Then Sequah would triumphantly hold up his fingers after each 
patient to show how many teeth had been removed. 

Next he moved on to talk about his remedies, of how 'the 
gentlemen of the medical faculty' did not welcome any 'invaders of 
their domain' such as himself, but how it was often the case that 
the best cures came from 

persons not in any way connected with the profession. In past 
generations, for instance, the knowledge of quinine came from the 
Peruvian Indian 2 

He didn't, stated the Observer, claim 'to work miracles or anything 
phenomenal', nor did he claim that his medicines would cure 
everything; but he did stress that it was through continual use of 
his remedies that effective relief from pain would be achieved. 

And so Sequah began to demonstrate his wonderful Indian 
Oil for rheumatic complaints, and his Prairie Flower medicine for 
the associated internal disorders, made from secret Indian 
ingredients, with which he really made his money. 

A spectator from the crowd was selected who testified that 
he had been unable to work, or even walk without the use of sticks. 

The great performance begins amid breathless interest. A rug is 
held before the patient, some of whose clothes are removed, and 
for a considerable time Sequah is engaged in vigorous rubbing. 
Meanwhile the band renders weird, mournful strains ... the rubbing 
over and the patient reclothed, Sequah again addresses the 
spectators ... the patient is called upon to rise. He does so. He 
stands, with amazement depicted on his features, without the aid 
of his sticks ... The crowd applauds, and enthusiasm reigns 
supreme 

And the ensuing sales of the oil, and of his Prairie Flower medicine 
for digestive and other disorders, were as frenzied as any 
salesman could desire. 

It was variously suggested that Sequah made £150 a day - 

£5000 a month —£8000 in three weeks - an enormous success, 
whatever the true sum. Profits for Sequah Ltd during the six month 
period up to June 1890 amounted to £24,788. 
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Fiqure 1: Advertisement for Sequah's products, c. 1890. Courtesy 
of the Wellcome Library, London 

Who was Sequah? 

Was Sequah a genuine 'Red Indian' as he appeared to be: 
a Medicine Man using the authentic ancient knowledge of Native 
American peoples? Or was he someone altogether less exotic? 

In an interview given to the Bradford Observer, Sequah 
admitted that he was really a Mr Hartley, born in New York State, 
who after being apprenticed to a dentist had travelled around and 
learnt the secrets of Indian medicine from members of the Apache 
tribe .4 However, over the years he related differing tales to different 
people, although all told of his initiation into the mysteries of tribal 
medicine, and his discovery and use of secret and rare herbs. 

But Sequah's accounts of his origins varied. In Brighton he 
said his grandfather had been an English stagecoach driver, 
although he himself had been born in New York and educated in 
Chicago, whereas in Dundee much later he told a reporter he was 
Scottish born and bred. Later still he was said to have been a 
coachman to a doctor in New York; the doctor gave Sequah free 
run of his medical library, from which he picked up his medical and 
dental knowledge .5 

Sequah's other tales included travelling five times across 
America selling medicines, buying a farm in Canada, speculating in 
oil, returning to the medicine business and, whilst in the Sandwich 
Islands, drawing a bad tooth for a royal princess. Speaking to a 
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reporter in Leeds a few months after his appearance in Bradford, 
he described the magnificent gold chain which he wore as 'the 
grateful gift of a Honolulu princess'. He also told the paper that the 
discarded sticks and crutches were being collected to make a six 
mile long boundary fence for his farm !6 In Oldham, shortly after his 
Bradford visit, Sequah told a more elaborate story of his origins 
and how he discovered his rare and amazing medicines. In this 
interview he claimed to have been apprenticed to a chemist on 
Broadway in New York City, but then decided to see more of the 
world, and travelled to Chicago. He met a man called Schneider, 
who was crippled with severe rheumatism and was making his way 
to the territory of the Apaches, 'who were famed for their skill in 
curing chronic rheumatism'. So impressed was Hartley by their 
treatment of his fellow-traveller (although Schneider appears in no 
other recorded accounts), that he determined to stay with the tribe 
and learn their skills. Earning their respect by employing his 'slight 
knowledge of dentistry gained in New York' to extract their 
diseased teeth, Hartley said that 

Whilst living amongst these wild people / learned the secret of the 
manner in which their oils are compounded, the principal 
ingredients being the blubber of the silver seal and river fish ... 
turned my attention to the problem of bringing the great virtues of 
the remedies - known only to the Apaches and the Cherokees, the 
Sioux and the Chippe ways [sic] - into common notoriety among 
the civilised nations of the earth .7 

But according to his own written account, it was while travelling in 
the West that Sequah happened to become simultaneously aware 
of the healing properties of some mineral springs and of the 
usefulness of 'certain roots and herbs indigenous to the prairies 
and forests of Montana and Dakota' to both Native Americans and 
early settlers. He returned to New York, observed the popularity of 
proprietary medicines, and realised that his knowledge could 
enable him to supply a remedy for America's sufferers from 
rheumatism. Obtaining supplies of both the mineral waters and 
herbs and roots, he spent several months experimenting and 
investigating the effects of combining these elements. The result 
was the two medicinal preparations for which he became famous: 
'Sequah's Indian Oil', an embrocation for rheumatism, and an 
internal medicine 'Sequah's Prairie Flower', which supplemented 

o 
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the embrocation, and which was also a treatment for stomach and 
liver disorders. The ingredients included 'substances absolutely 
unknown to medical science', a phrase with greater import, 
perhaps, than another of his statements describing his remedies as 
being 'derived from flowers of the prairie, which had been dipped in 
a mysterious well in Mexico'.8 A newspaper article towards the end 
of 1890, purporting to be a report of an academic paper by 
'Professor McNutt of San Francisco', explained how the curative 
water was made available in such quantities over here. The most 
noted of all those springs known to be efficacious as cures for 
rheumatism had been purchased by Sequah, Limited, 

But as the people cannot go to the springs, Sequah has brought 
the springs to the people. It was found that the water could be 
concentrated by careful evaporation, and still retain its curative 
virtues, and Sequah, Limited took advantage of this fact and made 
it their business to bring these waters before the public in a cheap 
and convenient form. 9 

Eventually, long after his successful heyday, the truth came 
to light about Sequah's origins, and about his medicines; neither 
was exotic or mysterious. 

Sequah was William Henry Hartley, who spent his childhood 
near Silsden, where he returned for a while later in his life. His 
mother spent most of her life there. Documents suggest that he 
had in fact spent some time in North America and in Australia too, 
before cashing in, in the late 1880s, on the popular vogue for 
showman-quacks selling cures based on exotic foreign remedies. 1° 
But even the stories that he told his own sister, who was still living 
in Silsden in the 1930s, seem to have had an element of fantasy to 
them. 

Research into his family background reveals something of 
the complexity and mobility of 19th century family life. 

William Hartley (his middle name of Henry was added later) 
was born in Toxteth, Liverpool in 1857. His parents were Richard 
Steel Hartley and Sarah Ann Hartley. 

His father Richard had been born at Brunthwaite near 
Silsden in 1826, and was the first of at least ten children born to 
William and Margaret Hartley who lived at Town Head, 
Brunthwaite, a small 20 acre farm in the hamlet. According to 
Sequah's sister in the 1930s, the family had been established at 
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the farm for 300 years. Margaret, Sequah's grandmother (born 
Steel), originally came from Liverpool, and retained strong 
connections with her many Steel cousins there. 

Ficiure 2: Portrait Card of Sequah. (Courtesy of the Wellcome 
Library, London.) 

Sequah's father, Richard Steel Hartley, left Brunthwaite for 
Liverpool as a young man, as did several of his brothers and 
sisters. In the 1851 census, Richard's father (Sequah's 
grandfather) was recorded as widowed, his wife Margaret having 
died in 1846, and only three offspring were still at the farm. 
Richard, in Liverpool by 1851, had become an outdoor official of 
the Customs Service, known as a 'Tide Waiter'. By 1857 he had 
married Sarah Ann White, from Stamford in Northants, and that 
year their first child, William (later Sequah), was born in Toxteth. In 
1860 a second child, Margaret Elizabeth, was also born in 
Liverpool. 

But the following year Sarah Ann, with three year old son 
William and her baby daughter were recorded in the 1861 census 
as resident in Brunthwaite. Richard Steel Hartley, her husband, 
was still living in Liverpool, lodging at a house in Everton. Sarah 
Ann was stated to be the head of the household in Brunthwaite and 
the farmer of the 20 acres; at the same address her father-in-law, 

-34-



62 year old William Hartley, was now described as an agricultural 
labourer. 

In 1862 Sarah gave birth to another son in Silsden, named 
Richard Steel Hartley after his father; in 1866 she had another 
daughter, Sarah Ann Steel Hartley, who was born back in 
Liverpool. Clearly at that point she still had a relationship with her 
husband. However, three years later he had become a Spirit 
Dealer in Bootle, and Sarah's fifth baby had been born back in 
Silsden. This child, her third son, was named John William 
Lambert. 

By the date of the 1871 census, Sarah, although still the 
head of the household, was recorded as married to John Lambert, 
son of Thomas Lambert who farmed the neighbouring 51 acre farm 
at Brunthwaite. The date of death of Richard Steel Hartley, her 
husband, has not yet been ascertained with certainty, but a man of 
that name was still licensed in 1876 to sell spirits and beer at a 
similar address to that of 1869; he died in 1879. Thereafter Sarah 
had two more children with John Lambert, and they continued to 
live on the smaller of the two Brunthwaite farms. 

By 1871 the future Sequah, recorded in the census as 
William H. Hartley, was thirteen, and had moved from the family 
farm to Keighley, and was boarding at a house in Brunswick Street. 
This could correspond to his sister's later recollections: she 
referred to his being apprenticed to a nail and clog maker, but said 
he had wanted to be better educated. He was, she said 

very anxious for learning, and it was one of his regrets that as a 
youngster he had not had the opportunity of obtaining a first-class 
education. 11 

An article in the Yorkshire Evening Post in 1967 elaborated 
on this suggestion, declaring that 

William was a boy of ideas. He yearned for a good education but in 
the last century learning and a life on the land were regarded as 
incompatible ... few [farmers] had the 'brass' to spare for anything 
save the strict necessities of life. 

The boy's formal education soon ended and he was 
apprenticed to George Barron, a nail-and-clog-iron maker. He 
probably also helped in the family nail-making smithy, by which 
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most Silsden farmers augmented their meagre livelihood from the 
land. 

However, within the next few years, William Henry, still a teenager, 
had set off for America seeking a more adventurous life than could 
be found around Keighley as a nail and clog maker or small-scale 
farmer. Whatever his life and opportunities in America, he would 
have undoubtedly become aware of the many flourishing 
American-Indian medicine companies doing business there. The 
best known of these was the Kickapoo company, selling a remedy 
called Kickapoo Indian Sagwa' and using techniques very similar 
to those later adopted by Sequah. William was apparently a friend 
of one of the founders of the firm, but may have worked for a rival 
company for some time. 12 

At some point William must have recognised the 
opportunities opening before him. He was clearly an enterprising 
young man, whatever his actual experiences since arriving in 
America. Having trained with one of the travelling troupes of 
medicine sellers, he set up as Sequah, making a successful life for 
himself, not only in America, but apparently also in Australia and 
the far east. He was part of a phenomenon of the period: the quack 
doctor selling medicines of which the secret was known only to 
himself, as a consequence of his adventures in remote places. 
This type of salesmanship was initially confined to North America 
and Britain, but then took hold in many other countries across the 
world. 

Yet having apparently made a great success with his 
travelling show, Sequah decided to return to England while still in 
his twenties, and to settle back home in Silsden. 

There is no explanation as to why, if he was so successful, 
William Hartley decided to leave America. The 1967 Yorkshire 
Evening Post article, quoted above, mentions no sources for its 
information, but by that date the information could not have come 
directly from one of his siblings. The article also states that, having 
returned from America, he became a member of the local Urban 
District Council, but Silsden at that time had only a Local Board, 
and he was not elected as a member at any time during the 1880s. 
As a young man of under thirty years old with little local experience 
it seems unlikely that he would have stood and been elected to 
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such a position. Nor is there any record of his ever serving in that 
role later in life. 

However, before long, William was once more on his 
travels. By the autumn of 1887 he was ready to re-launch himself 
as Sequah the Great Healer, his initial campaign beginning in 
Portsmouth, but rapidly moving out through the British Isles. 13 

To expand so swiftly William Hartley employed additional 
Sequahs, of whom the first was Hannaway Rowe. Rowe had, it 
was said, previously worked as a dentist and herbalist, and may 
already have been operating in a similar line to Sequah. In later 
times, and during the twentieth century when various Sequahs 
died, Hannaway Rowe was claimed to be the original Sequah, and 
confused tales of the two men were reported in newspapers, but 
William Hartley was undoubtedly the first. 14 

Within a short time there were twenty-three 'cloned' 
Sequahs, who were given a brief training, killed out with their 
equipment, and set on the road. In 1934 Hartley's sister, Sarah 
Ann Barker (who died in 1937 aged 74), told the Telegraph and 
Argus that 

Some of his imitators copied him very successfully, but he was not 
one to allow them to impose on his reputation, and when he 
discovered them he took them into his own business if they had 
sufficient ability, and paid them well. 

So adept were his imitators that, according to his sister, William 
Hartley's own mother was taken in by one of them, almost 
mistaking him for her own son .15 

Sequah's growing business was also aided by the 
appointment of a manager who was the proprietor of a travelling 
freak show, who knew the fairground system and could book 
places at show grounds, as well as sorting out problems that arose 
from time to time .16 

Despite a growing reputation as a quack selling medicines 
of little worth, and the revelation that there were numbers of 
'cloned' Sequahs travelling the country, the show continued to be 
received with great enthusiasm everywhere. One of the Sequahs 
was in Newcastle immediately before the Bradford visit, and 
according to the Chemist and Druggist journal had sold about 
£8000 worth of his medicines during three weeks there. After his 
final show 
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a crowd of men seized the shafts, and turning the huge machine 
containing the band, 'Sequah, his manager, and the Indians, set 
off with it into the streets, led by a workman who had regained the 
use of his limbs by 'Sequah's' treatment. Thousands followed this 
veritable triumphal car' . . .the commotion between 10 and 11 
o'clock created unwonted excitement in the principal 
thoroughfares. 17 

Shortly after his Bradford visit, one Sequah was in 
Middlesbrough, and again the Chemist and Druggist described 
surprising scenes after one of his 'Mohawks' died from pneumonia; 
Sequah's chariot carried the body, in a coffin 'covered with wreaths 
and floral tributes which had been sent by grateful patients'. At the 
church there was a full choral service, and 

The route to the cemetery ... was lined by thousands of people, 
and at the graveside ... it was estimated that over 10,000 people 
had congregated. Indeed so great was the crush that several 
women fainted. The coffin was borne to the grave by six of 
Sequah's attendants, attired in Indian costume, while Sequah 
himself, with four Indians, followed as principal mourners. 

The report noted that the funeral was said to be the biggest ever 
known in Middlesborough; 18 the scenes described are more 
reminiscent of modern day 'celebrity culture' than of our image of 
staid Victorian England. In a similar manner, local photographers 
took portraits of Sequah posing in his costume, for sale to his 
thousands of 'fans' wherever he was staying. One or two of these 
have survived, but there's no indication whether they are of the 
original Sequah, or one of his clones. 

However, the Sequah described in reports of the time was 
certainly sufficiently convincing in appearance to persuade people 
that he was an American Indian. In Leeds a local journalist 
described him as having 

long dark hair, which has an awkward habit of falling across his 
face. He is a tall man, rather slenderly yet strongly built, and with 
an exceedingly expressive face, reminding one of Fenimore 
Cooper's 'Last of the Mohicans' ... [he has] many of the distinctive 
characteristics of the wild Children of the Prairie ... the same broad 
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high forehead, the keen, penetrating, critical eyes, the aquiline 
nose, the high cheek-bones, and the firm, clean-cut chin, with a 
general expression which betokens fearlessness and courage. 

A Bradford detective inspector recalled accompanying Sequah in 
Leeds as part of his duties and told the Telegraph and Argus that 
'he was an American Indian, and I have no doubt from my memory 
of him that he was'. However, there are several errors in his 
recollections of the events, unsurprisingly after over 30 years, so 
maybe the image in his mind had become over-dramatised with the 
passing of time. 19 It had by then long been known that Sequah, 
and his imitators, had little 'Red Indian' blood in their veins. 

Why was Sequah so successful? 

Firstly, he used clever advertising, and on an 
unprecedented scale. The local press were bombarded with large, 
full page adverts, and others which changed daily. They must have 
built up expectations to a huge extent. The advertisements are 
notable for their use of repeated phrases such as 'Sequah is 
Coming' or 'Sequah's Remedies - 

Marvellous Reputation' and 
'Sequah's Remedies - Save Doctors' 
Bills'. This style of newspaper 
advertisement was in vogue at the 
time. Entire columns would be filled 
with, for example, the repeated 
words 'Beecham's Pills' or 'Kaye's 
Worsdell Pills' or 'Holloway's 
Ointment' and repetitions of short 
phrases about the medicine's 
powers. There were also columns of 
grateful testimonials to Sequah's 
skills and remedies, purporting to 
come from satisfied residents of the 
towns he had just visited .20 

The newspapers also 
produced fulsome articles covering Ficiure 3: One of 
Sequah's shows - similar to theatrical Sequah's Bradford 
reviews. Even the trade journal the Chemist Observer adverts 
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and Druggist initially seemed beguiled by his activities, reporting 
quite frequently on his appearances, and on events such as the 
funeral mentioned above, or an inquest in Hanley into the death of 
a 'patient' after drinking some 'Prairie Flower', where Sequah and 
his remedy were completely exonerated. 21 

Secondly, his showmanship was superb. The whole event 
was like a circus or music hall act, with an emphasis on the 
mysteriously exotic and secret nature of the medicines. Quack 
medicines from far-distant countries were always very popular in 
Victorian times, even without the accompaniment of performances, 
perhaps akin to the vogue for Chinese medicine nowadays. And 
although William Hartley had picked up his ideas from similar 
medicine shows operating in North America, he was also 
influenced by fairground attractions such as that of Buffalo Bill, who 
had visited England in 1887, and had been a major contributor to 
the celebrations commemorating Queen Victoria's Jubilee. Buffalo 
Bill's show had spent five months in Salford before leaving to tour 
Europe in 1890. As has been mentioned, Sequah had joined up 
with the proprietor of a freak show '22 and who must have been 
invaluable in organising the shows and venues, and putting on an 
event which, as the Bradford Observer said "... has probably 
aroused greater curiosity and excitement than anything of the 
same nature on record here." 

Apart from his medical shows of tooth-pulling and 
miraculous massages, Sequah organised other 'sideshows' to the 
main event such as the following, at Hastings in 1893: 

Paces for the restored cripples were arranged on one occasion, a 
handsomely illustrated family Bible, a beautifully-bound Pilgrim's 
Progress and a Life of Christ, being the prizes. For another 
'cripples' race' a large sheep was cut up, and the various joints 
distributed as prizes. 

Sequah was, undeniably, generous with his wealth, as the same 
article continues to describe 'A tea-party for old ladies, gifts to the 
hospitals, and contributions to bazaars' by Sequah; this was 
apparently a regular feature of his sojourns. There is, however, no 
record of any gifts or donations to Bradford's Infirmary or 
elsewhere during or following his visit in 1889. 23 
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Sequah also used clever strategies at his shows, such as 
finishing sales before demand had been met, so that people would 
always return to buy his products, so great were his persuasive 
techniques and the build-up to what the Observer called 'the 
crowning business of the day': the distribution and selling of bottles 
of oil and medicine. 

Thirdly, his cures appeared to work. The subjects from the 
crowd were clearly crippled with pain and disease, and could 
clearly walk well after their vigorous massage with Sequah's Oil. 
But of course the customers didn't suspect that those sufferers 
could be paid stooges planted in the audience, or people lifted up 
to his carriage by Sequah's assistants who the audience would 
naturally assume were worse than they actually were. 24 
Lastly, Sequah had chosen a widely-known but imprecisely 
diagnosed ailment, rheumatism, a term that covered any disability 
of the muscles or joints, or any chronic ache or pain that a hard-
working Victorian adult would be prone to. It was a problem for 
which there was then no cure or relief. No effective painkillers 
existed, other than the dangerously addictive opiates. Salol, a 
compound of salicylic acid and phenol, was available as a 
treatment for acute rheumatism, and salicylate of soda could 
provide relief. 

Coincidentally, in July 1889 whilst Sequah was performing 
his cures in the town, the regular medical column in the Bradford 
Weekly Telegraph discussed the value and shortcomings of these 
drugs. Aspirin would become available within a few years, but until 
then there was little help for the many sufferers. Short-term 
treatments such as massage or manipulation could be effective - 

at least for as long as the quack was in town. Long-term 
improvements were not recorded. 25 

Sequah's Medicines 

What was in Sequah's exotic secret nostrums? In the six months 
prior to June 1890, 856,542 bottles of oil and medicine had been 
sold. Not surprisingly, the medical profession, pharmacists and 
analysts were intent on discovering the secrets of such a 
bestseller, and of course to prove that his cures were worthless 
concoctions. A report in Chemist and Druggist, recording one of 
Sequah's earliest performances near Portsmouth, acknowledged 
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that Sequah understands the lost art of massage', but described 
an analysis of his medicines showing that they were worthless. 26 

As indeed they were: various analyses of the Prairie Flower 
internal medicine all found similar results. It was composed of: 

aloes, alkaline carbonate [potash or soda], alcohol, and 
probably extract of capsicum or pepper. 

Sequah said he used knowledge gained when travelling and living 
amongst the native tribes, using hitherto unknown ingredients and 
'natural camphors, turpentines and other products of the vast pine 
forests ...' in the composition of his external Indian Oil, but it was 
found to be, essentially "... whale, cheap fish, or cod-liver oil and 
turpentine with a small quantity of origanum [marjoram] oil." 

Sequah's response seems to have been, firstly, to interpret the 
word 'worthless' positively, as meaning 'harmless', thus having no 
ingredients that could be dangerous to the user, and secondly to 
suggest that the analysts were incapable of detecting his secret 
ingredients with their 'schoolboy' methods. In the case of the 
analysis by Edinburgh's City Analyst, there were, he declared, 
thirteen such ingredients remaining undiscovered. 27 

Figure 4: Sequah oil bottle 
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Bradford and Sequah's visit 

Sequah stayed in Bradford for about two weeks during July 
1889, curing' such sufferers as Phineas Holdsworth of Listerhills, 
whose testimony was published shortly afterwards for publicity 
purposes in a Bolton newspaper. Phineas swore that 

/ had been suffering from Rheumatics above 12 months, it being so 
bad that! had to walk with the aid of a stick. After using three 
bottles of oil / can walk as well as ever! could in my life. 

Hundreds more testimonials, it was stated, could be seen at the 
'Chemists and Patent Medicine Dealers' with whom Sequah had 
arranged future sales of his remedies. 

No doubt in amongst the crowds there would be many 
incidents of pick-pocketing and minor thefts and assaults, but they 
would rarely be reported, or the thief apprehended. But at least one 
person had reason to regret Sequah's visit: the Bradford Weekly 
Telegraph reported the theft of a purse from a young woman in the 
crowd, and the capture of the thief by another man close by. The 
offender was sentenced to pay a fine of lOs and costs.28 

But otherwise Bradford turned to other competing 
excitements. The Shah of Persia was visiting the country, and was 
due in Bradford on July 25th, when 1400 invitations were issued to 
meet him at St George's Hall. The Bradford Daily Telegraph, which 
made no mention of Sequah's visits, nor carried any of his 
advertisements, issued detailed daily reports of the Shah's 
progress en route towards Bradford, as he was led around the 
splendours of modern British industrial progress. The Shah's stay 
in Bradford eclipsed all other news, as he toured the best of 
Bradford's textile mills and displays of the town's textile goods, 
driving through streets lined with flag-waving Bradford citizens. 
Although expected at Saltaire, the Shah was too exhausted to fulfil 
his commitments there, causing great disappointment .29 

Other headline articles were following events in London, 
where Whitechapel was the location of an increasing number of 
gruesome murders by the man dubbed 'Jack the Ripper': the 
Weekly Telegraph even included attention-grabbing maps and 
dramatic drawings on its front page .30 

The papers also continued with their usual abundant 
advertisements for other patent medicines and cures for all ills. The 
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newest craze was for medical electricity: Harness' Electric Belts 
were advertised every day, and were available from an address on 
Manningham Lane, where they were to be fitted by the company's 
Chief Medical Electrician. They were a cure for all the disorders 
that Sequah had guaranteed relief from, and many more besides. 
Like the interest in exotic nostrums, electricity was new and 
strange to the public, and its therapeutic values were soon being 
promoted by a variety of quacks. Harness's Medical Battery 
Company was one of the best known, but its electropathic belts did 
not work, despite the promises and persuasive testimonials of the 
advertisements .31 

What became of Sequah? 

His business expanded rapidly - this was done by 
employing the extra Sequahs, who were trained for two weeks and 
sent out to perform their miraculous pain-free dentistry and 
rheumatism cures. 

But perhaps this rapid expansion was partly the cause of 
Sequah's downfall. There was no secure, solid base of sales; in 
fact it seems that the public may have rapidly become disillusioned 
with the long-term failure of the remedies when used at home, 
away from the dazzle of the public performances. 

The business was beset by other problems. Several local 
chemists in the towns he was visiting would be co-opted into an 
agreement to sell the remedies at a fixed price during and after 
Sequah's stay. But there was fierce competition from rivals and 
imitators, and even price-cutting battles between the shopkeepers 
who had the permits to sell Sequah's medicines. On occasion this 
led to riots and window-smashing, sometimes instigated by 
Sequah or his aides. Legal proceedings against Sequah were 
frequent. 

But the final blow came from the Inland Revenue, which 
made huge efforts to recover unpaid patent medicine stamp duty 
from Sequah, and set up legislation which made the sale of 
medicines from travelling wagons more or less illegal. 

Although the company attempted to recover by sending 
several Sequahs abroad, they had little success overall, and the 
r'.nmnanv ws wnitnd tin in 18PS I-1nwvAr the medicines 
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Lid, bought by the importer of such American quack medicines as 
Carter's Little Liver Pills and Or Williams Pink Pills for Pale People. 
32 

Quite soon after the demise of the original Sequah 
company, the second Sequah, Hannaway Rowe, had revived his 
career and revisited some of his old haunts. He re-appeared on 
stage in Bradford in 1896 at the People's Palace with his wife. He 
was advertised as Sequah, 'The Greatest in his own special line'. 
His speciality was pulling teeth for the entertainment of the music 
hall audiences, but he was also described as 'Sequah (Hannaway 
Rowe), The Greatest Orator of the Century, with his Marvellous 
Show'. His wife was a singer .33 

Other medicine sellers named themselves after the original 
Sequah, and set up stalls in Bradford's city centre markets 

selling pink liquid of wonderful properties at is a bottle and by 
way of interlude extracting teeth (gratis) from people who take their 
turns on his platform 

Unlike Sequah's great golden chariot of earlier days, this was a 
simple stall in amongst the chaos of Bradford's Horse Fair, 
surrounded by other 'cheapjacks bawling at the top of their 
voices' .34 

William Hartley, our original Yorkshire-American-Indian 
Sequah, died almost unnoticed in London in 1924, having spent an 
unsettled life moving from one place and line of work to another. 
The Yorkshire Evening Post article of 1967 described his life 'post-
Sequah': 

He was able to live a life of ease and travelled extensively in 
Europe. He married a daughter of a man who was Mayor of 
Melbourne. Although he never settled for long in Silsden, during his 
adult years there he was noted for his generosity to various 
charities. 

Was this yet more make believe, passed down through William 
Hartley's family? My research into Census records reveals an 
element of truth in this story. William did indeed marry an 
Australian girl, who he presumably met during his earlier travels in 
that country. 
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The 1891 Census records William, aged 33, living in 
Denmark Hill, London with his wife, Rosalind, an Australian aged 
22; they had two year old and four-month old daughters, Charing 
and Rose, and a nurse to look after them. Next door was his Irish 
coachman and his wife. Ten years later the family was in White 
Waltham, Berkshire, with three daughters, the youngest of whom, 
Eloise, had been born back in Silsden. They appear to have been 
in very comfortable circumstances, with a German governess and 
four servants. In 1891, William described himself as being a 
Manufacturer, and in 1901 as a Mining Engineer! 35 

Schupbach states that Hartley lived in London between 
1910 and 1924 and that his death certificate described him as a 
dealer in drugs and chemicals. He was no longer wealthy, and left 
only £734 in his will.36 Two sums were left to women who, judging 
by their given names were most probably his daughters, one 
married and living in Melbourne, the other apparently single, in 
London. There was no mention of his eldest daughter or his wife. 
As a great teller of tales, some of what he told of his later life may 
have been yet another piece of fiction, or it may have been 
embroidered upon or misremembered, as was the statement by a 
different member of his family from his sister in 1934, that he 'left a 
large fortune' when he died. The same family member also said 
that 'At the time of his death he was writing his memoirs, but they 
were unfinished', which, sadly, also seems to have been untrue. 

Figure 5: Gravestone commemorating Sequah, in the grounds of 
Silsden Parish Church 
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Long after his death many people continued to believe that 
Sequah had truly been a member of an exotic Indian tribe, though their 
reminiscences at the time were varied and largely inaccurate. And 
even now different claims about the birthplace of the original Sequah 
surface on the Internet. No doubt telling colourful tales was an 
essential quality for quack doctors and showmen! But the evidence is 
clear that, if not a Yorkshireman by birth, Sequah's lineage and early 
life qualify him to be considered one. Sequah was perhaps the last of 
his kind, the last of the great travelling quacks. Sales of quack 
medicines continued into the twentieth century, although increasingly 
curtailed by legislation. Herbalists, cancer curers, water casters and 
others still plied their trade in local shops and markets, and Bradford 
was notorious as a town where 'alternative medicine' thrived, as do 
sellers of copper bracelets, magnets and other scientifically unproven 
therapies nowadays. But the great entertainers and showmen like 
Sequah died out, and a colourful part of medical and social history 
died with them. 
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A WOMAN OF CONVICTION: COUNCILLOR MRS FRANCES 

SMITH, FIRST LADY OF KEIGHLEY 

By Frances Gilbert and Angela Speight 

The aim of this article is to rectify an omission. Although Mrs 

Frances Smith was the first contested woman Municipal Councillor 

in Keighley (1945-1950) and also the first woman member of the 
Board of Directors of the Keighley Industrial Cooperative Society 

Ltd. (about 1943-1958), there has been no recognition of this in 

her home town. This came to light when her granddaughter, 

Frances Gilbert, who had a considerable amount of material left 

by her grandmother, tried somewhat unsuccessfully to extend the 

family history by visiting West Yorkshire Archives, Bradford and 
Keighley Library Local Studies. As a consequence of this visit, 

Angela Speight of Keighley Local Studies and Frances Gilbert 

have worked together to rectify this omission and ensure that 

references to her public life are now catalogued. 

Frances Smith was born Frances Maddocks on the 1a 
August 18911 in Pennington, Leigh, Lancashire. She was one of 

nine children born to Edwin Maddocks, a coal miner from Coed 

Poeth, Flintshire, Wales and Ellen Maddocks née Dunleavy, a silk 

winder from Macclesfield, Cheshire. In 1895 her sister Priscilla 

died, aged 8 years, and in 1901, when Frances was 9 years old, 

her father died, aged 44 years, from Pulmonary Pthythis (TB )2. 
Three other siblings died in infancy. To make ends meet, her 

mother took in washing and ran a boarding house for theatrical 
professionals  and the children sold pieces of fruit to the patrons 

queuing for the theatre 4. In 1911, Frances, aged 19 was working 
as a silk weaver and living with her mother, brother Edwin and 

sister Elsie at Lord Street, Leigh. 

Sometime between 1911 and 1915, she moved to 33, Park 
Wood Street, Keighley6, presumably for work. On the loth July 

1915 she married Harry Smith, an iron moulder also of Park Wood 

Street, and set up home at 21, Kendall St, Keighley and worked as 
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a weaver 7. On 16th June 1916, she gave birth to her only child 

Edwin8, and at some time after Edwin's birth she returned to work 

as a weaver9. Her Ration Books from 1918 show that she was still 
living at 21, Kendall Street10. The family moved to 32, Florist 

Street, Stockbridge, Keighley around the early 1930s. Both 

Frances and Harry were involved in local choirs and theatrical 

groups". 

Fiqure 1: Frances Maddocks as a young woman 
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The Co-operative Movement 

It is no longer possible to find out what actually influenced 

Frances Smith's decision to get involved in the Co-operative 

movement. However, by 1943, she was actively involved with the 

movement and became the first woman to be elected to the 

General Board of Directors of Keighley Industrial Co-operative 
Society Ltd 12. In January 1944, the Keighley News reported that 

for the first time in the history of the Keighley Cooperative Society, 

a woman, Frances Smith had been elected to the Board of 

Directors 13. However, by 1948, as a result of allegations of 

improper canvassing that involved the Trade Council, she lost her 

seat on the Board of Directors along with several other Directors. 

She was unsuccessful in her bid for re-election in October 1948, 

complaining that the Saturday morning ballot disenfranchised 
women voters 14. She was successfully re-elected in October 

194915. She was also serving on the Executive of the Mid - 

Yorkshire Federation of Co-operative Parties from 1945 and the 

Minute Book of the Board of Directors, Keighley Co-operative 

Society Ltd. confirms her attendance at meetings 16. She held this 

position until 1958 when she and her husband retired to Coventry. 

Party Politics 

By 1945, Frances Smith was clearly involved in local party 

politics and had been working for the Labour Party for several 
years. She was president of the North East Ward Labour Party 

and was also a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Borough Party17. In July 1945, the Labour Party won the General 

Election and Mr Ivor Thomas was elected Labour MP for Keighley. 
The Keighley News reported the occasion and published a 

photograph of him receiving congratulations from Mr Tom 

Snowdon, former MP for Accrington 18. Alongside Mr Thomas and 

his wife is Frances Smith. Her own annotated copy of this 
photograph states ' ... after his victory, he (Mr Ivor Thomas) insisted 

that I stand with him and Mrs Thomas Bulman' 19. Clearly, she was 
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very proud of this connection, and later correspondence from him 

suggests that he had considerable respect for her. 

Ficiure 2:1945 with newly elected M.P., Ivor Thomas 

Shortly afterwards, Frances Smith was invited by Keighley 

Borough Labour party to stand as candidate for 1945 Municipal 
Elections, and was supported by Mr Ivor Thomas MP20. She was 

one of 31 candidates standing for 14 seats21. In her Candidate 

details she is described as having worked for the Labour Party for 

several years and in addition she had served for some time on the 

Board of the management of the Keighley Industrial Co-operative 

Society Ltd, and was also on the Mid-Yorkshire Federation of the 

Co-operative Party. The composition of the Town Council at that 

time was Conservative led, and following the election of a Labour 
Government in July 1945 with a clear mandate22, the local labour 

MP, Ivor Thomas urged the electorate to vote Labour to ensure 

that Parliamentary Labour mandates were carried out at local 

Council level. On Saturday 3rd November 1945, the Keighley 

News published a photograph of the election victors23; Frances 
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Smith was among them, with the biggest majority of the day - 

90224 . She received letters of congratulation from, among others, 

The Keighley Industrial Society Ltd. and Mr Ivor Thomas MP25 and 

Mr J R Chad JP26. She signed the Keighley Councillors' 
Declaration Book on 2d November 194527. 

Keighley Municipal Elections 
TIIURSIEkV, NOVEMBER lt, 1945 

NOHTIJ-EAST W.tflt) 

EJ.ECIION ÀDDRF'., OF 

Mrs. Frances Smith 
1b,,ur Cndš,th. 

Gommlti,. R,cm,  

Ikš cMIru ha, liv.lwah, ha.th F.aat W,,n! 
if lh, W;,j lab,,,, J'ny Sb,,,,,r,,a, 

S,,,,,hnth.,Ic .,,nna, a,. Ia, 15,5,1if lhasta,, 45, Kghk-
"1 ''''''°N'-"' lW. 

Figure 3:1945 election manifesto 
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Labour policy for Keighley included the important matters of 

Housing, Transport, Public Health, Education, Town Planning and 

Highways28; however it was to be in the matters of Public Health 

and Housing that Frances Smith was to play a significant part. 

Perhaps because of her success in the Keighley Municipal 

Elections, she stood as Labour candidate in the Haworth County 
Council Election on March 2nd 1946. The Labour manifesto stated 

that the West Riding County Council was one of the biggest local 

government bodies in the world, administering services to over one 

and a half million people 29. The Labour Party had never had a 

majority of the Council seats, but since 1931 had been the largest 

single party and had been successful in enforcing its own policy in 

several spheres. They now wanted the adoption of Labour policy in 

all departments of the Council. Frances Smith's personal address 

was similar to the previous municipal address, but this time she 

adds 'She is respected by friends and opponents alike for her 

outspoken straight-forwardness'. This attribute or character fault 

will become clear in the following discussions. The Keighley 

News3° reported the Election results on 919 March. The Liberal 

Party (Mr Ellis Ratcliffe) won with 779 seats, and Frances Smith 

gained 494. Overall, Labour gained a majority, although the turn 

out was low at 20%. 

Maternal and Child Welfare 

Mrs Frances Smith was Chairman of the Maternity and Child 

Welfare Committee from 171h December 1946 until probably 1950. 

A meeting of the Committee on 21st April 1948 discussed the 

appointment of a Health Visitor and School Nurse for the town, the 

appointment of a Matron at Victoria Park Day Nursery and a 

maintenance payment of 17/9d per patient day for a Keighley child 

to have removal of a facial birth mark at St Luke's Hospital, 
Bradford 31. 
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Fiqure 4: Christmas visit to nursery 

Amongst Frances Smith's personal possessions was a 
signed Christmas photograph dated 194632, from Mrs Emma 

Groves, and a Programme of the Presentation of the Freedom of 
the Borough to Mrs Emma Groves on Tuesday 15th July 1947. 

Mrs Emma Groves was the first woman to be awarded this honour 

in Keighley for her lifelong work in the Maternity and Child Welfare 

Movement and for setting up the Keighley Branch of the National 

British Women's Temperance Associated Union, the 'White 

Ribboners'. Mrs Frances Smith was called upon to make an 

address at the Presentation. In her address to Mrs Emma Groves 

she said, "It was not easy, even in this modern age, for a woman to 

get her views accepted "(laughter)34. "What must this obstinacy 

have been like years ago when Mrs Groves began her welfare 

work? She must have suffered rebuffs and it needed a woman of 

courage to stand up and fight for an ideal". It appears that these 

two women established a friendship based on their shared interest 

in child welfare. Both women were on the Maternity and Child 

Welfare Committee 35 and were ready to stand up for what they 

believed to be important. Mrs Groves was mentioned in the 

Minutes on 18 th September 1946 and congratulated on her 9O th 
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Birthday and her services of over 50 years on the Committee 36. 

She was awarded the MBE in 1948 and died on 3d October 1949, 

aged 93. 

Public Health: the siting of the Destructor Plant and 

Resignation from the Labour Party 

At the start of an ordinary Council meeting on 9th January 

1947, Councillor Frances Smith resigned from the Labour Group 

but indicated that she would continue as an Independent37. In a 

statement to the Press, Mrs Smith said that at a Council meeting 

held on 5th December 1946, a question arose regarding a suitable 

site for a destructor plant. The decision of the Labour group was 

that it should be built on the allotments in the Thwaites area. 

'As a representative of the North East Ward / objected, 

because other sites were chosen but not visited by the committee, 

and the Labour group decision meant that allotment holders would 

in the near future be turned off the land in question. There were 

about 22 greenhouses on the land, and it meant considerable 

hardship for these men. Also, the site chosen is too near the 

houses and infant's school and nursery. 

I moved the reference back, and because / did so, / was told 

at the group meeting on 1st January that in future I must learn to 

obey the group's decision. So it seems to me that I am a councillor 

in name only —just free to think but not to vote. To me this savours 

of dictatorship, and I will never submit to that. On 2,d January 1 sent 

my resignation to the Labour group secretary, Mr Tom Snowden'. 

In her letter to Mr Snowden, she wrote 'It is with deep regret that I 

pen these few lines, but after last night's meeting, I have been 
forced to a decision, and I herewith tender my resignation from the 

Labour Party. I had hoped and believed that the Labour Party 

stood for 'liberty and freedom', but where is the freedom when the 

whip is put on nearly everything of a non political issue? If other 
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Labour councillors are prepared to vote as they are told 

irrespective of whether it is right or wrong, then I am not'. Other 
newspapers also reported the resignation. The article in the 

Telegraph and Argus, Friday 10th January repeated the story under 

the heading 'Resigns from Labour Party: Councillor alleges 
Dictatorship' 38. 

Frances Smith annotated her copy of the Medical Officer of 

Health, Dr H.M. E-tolt's Report on the Disposal of Waste, to the 
Health Committee. She left this copy to her son with instructions 

that it should not be destroyed. On the back of the Report she 

wrote 'The Labour Party were never interested in any other site 
because some of them lived in those areas, so they pushed the 

Destructor Plant in my ward, only 250 yards from an Infant School 

and less than 20 yards from privately owned houses, also clearing 

away all the old age pensioner's greenhouses. They would not 

listen to anything I had to say, because they never wanted a 

woman, especially me on the Council. I really saw them in their 

true colours. So, I resigned at once and then the whole town knew 

just what a woman on the Council had to put up with and I really 
enjoyed exposing them'39. 

She certainly received some support for her action. A 
postcard from the North East Ward Ratepayers dated 10th 

January4° stated: 'Congratulations on your stand; it is better to be a 

free woman than a Snowden Slave. The sooner the other puppets 

of the Labour Party do the same the better it will be for all. Carry 
on, we are behind you.' However, the letter from the Local MP was 

more cautious. Writing from the Colonial Office, Downing Street 

SWI, Mr Ivor Thomas wrote 'I am sorry to hear from Mr Walter 

Brown that there has been trouble on the Council and that you 

have announced your intention of resigning from the Party. I am 

sure you realise what a disturbing effect this must have, and how 

gratifying it would be to the Conservatives and Liberals. May I hope 

therefore that you will defer any action until I have had the chance 

of talking it over with you? I shall be in Keighley on 1 gth and 20th 
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January'. Whether they did meet up is unknown, but Frances 

Smith did not change her position. 

In the following days the local press reported the 

perspectives of the various participants in the 'controversy'. After 

her resignation, the joint Labour group and the Borough Labour 

Party's statement was published along with observations from Mr 

F.J. Coates, a Labour County Councillor. The following week, The 
Keighley News, Saturday 25th January 194741 published her reply 

under the heading 'A Labour Party Resignation: Mrs Smith 

answers her critics'. In this strongly worded reply, she accuses 

them of dictatorial treatment from the outset of her role in 

November 1945, as a new Councillor. The same page also carries 

two letters; one from a Mr Antony Kelly and the other from 

Alderman Herman C. Shackleton and five others. Whilst Mr Kelly's 

letter is hugely critical of her action, indeed he states' It is with a 

feeling more of disgust than of regret that the resignation of Mrs 

Frances Smith is reviewed among the majority of the labour 

Party...', the other is hugely sympathetic. In support of Mrs Smith, 

they confirm that at a meeting of the Council in committee in the 

first few days of November 1945, 'the most amazing and unseemly 

scene took place that we have ever witnessed in a council 

chamber. Again Mrs Smith was the central figure, and again the 

trouble was the problem was her attempt to vote on the promptings 

of her conscience, rather than as one Labour leader loudly put it 

'she has been told'. 'Chaos reigned for a few minutes, so much so 
that the vote had to be retaken with Mrs Smith stoutly declaring 

that if she could not vote as she wished, she would not vote at all'. 

They described the event as an open attempt to coerce the vote of 

an elected Representative in the Council. They even went so far as 

to state that 'even now a movement is afoot to depose Mrs Smith 

from the chairmanship of the Labour controlled Maternity and Child 

Welfare Committee'. 

On 14 tJanuary 1947, Frances Smith wrote to the Minister 

of Health about the siting of the Refuse Destructor Plant and 

received a reply from the Ministry to the effect that the Minister is in 
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I 
communication with Keighley Borough Council on the matter 42. A 

search through the Council Minutes for subsequent years does not 

make any further reference to the siting of a Destructor Plant. 

Relations with the Keighley Borough Labour Party and Mr Ivor 

Thomas MP 

Clearly not all went smoothly all the time! It would appear 

that Frances Smith and Ivor Thomas MP generally had a good 
relationship. However, on 26th June 1946, Frances Smith received 

a written apology from Mr Ivor Thomas MF43. It appears that at a 
Labour Borough Party meeting the previous evening, he unjustly 

'hit out' at her. The letter implies that he had a great deal of 

respect for her, but on this occasion, in discussions regarding the 

division of duties and responsibilities of Aldermen and Councillors 

within the Borough Party, he let 'sentiment over come his better 

judgement'. 

At the end of October 1948, Ivor Thomas personally 

informed the Prime Minister, Mr Attlee, of his decision to resign 

from the Labour Party and remain as an Independent, due to his 

opposition to the inclusion of the Steel and Parliament Bills in the 
legislative programme for the new Session 44. The event was 

widely reported in the local and national press45. On the 2nd of 

November he wrote to Frances46 thanking her for her kind letter, 

and notes that 'I naturally thought of you a good deal in taking this 

step, and am grateful that you do not taunt me with former words of 

mine' clearly relating to his conversation with her on her 

resignation from the Labour Party. He continues that 'we have 

both been through the same things', and explained that he was 
returning to Keighley to try to arrange a Public Meeting. By 6th 

November he had accepted a Labour challenge to debate the 

issues involved with Mr Harold Gresswell47 . The press continued 
to report on the story. Meanwhile, on 2 nd December 194848, Ivor 

Thomas wrote to Frances again to invite her to join him on the 

platform and propose a Vote of Thanks to Canon Treacy, saying 'I 
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think there would be a certain piquancy in your doing it, and I 

should certainly be glad to see you there 49 '. The local press 
reported the lively debate in full, and referred to it as 'an event 

which will prove outstanding in Keighley's political history'. Around 

more than 1200 people paid is for a ticket, and many were denied 

seats; a situation of 'forged tickets' later investigated by the 

police50. Perhaps what most binds Ivor Thomas and Frances Smith 

together is their belief that in the right to speak freely rather than 

toe the Party line. Frances accused the Keighley Labour 

Councillors of 'dictatorship'5, whilst Ivor Thomas stated 'If I am 

asked to say in a single sentence why I have left the Labour Party, 

I would say it is because the Labour Party has taken the totalitarian 
turning 52. 

In 1950 Frances Smith stood as an Independent Candidate 
in the Keighley Municipal Elections, 1 11May, and was nominated 

by the Keighley Parent's Organisation. Her slogan was that 'Party 

Politics should have no part in Local Government'53. In it she put 

forward her own policy and priorities, in particular, education, 

housing, playing fields, bus services, maternity and child welfare, 

allotments and highways. She strongly spelt out that she had been 

reviled and ostracised for deciding to vote as she considered in the 

best interests of the people rather then obey Party Instructions, 

and for helping to elect a gentleman to the Aldermanic bench for 

serving the labouring classes. In particular she refers to her 

resignation in 1947 regarding the siting of the Refuse Destructor 

and for protesting 'rather too vigorously against the niggardly help 

offered to those who suffered so severely in the floods of 1946'. 

She reasserted that in her opinion, Party Politics is fundamentally 

wrong, and party prejudice has now been allowed to become more 

important in many instances than the merits or demerits of a case. 

On Saturday 22 'd April, the Keighley News54 reported the election 

results; Labour won with 1,084 votes, Frances Smith was the 

runner up with 757 votes, whilst the Conservative candidate gained 

408 votes. This was the last time that she participated in local 
elections. 
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Discussion: Women's role in local society 

Dr Keith Dredge 55 believes that in the 1940s it was quite 

unusual for a woman to forge a position in local politics, and even 

more so in this case since her husband was not actively involved. 

In her letter to the electors, as part of her 1945 manifesto56, 
Frances Smith states 'I consider it is quite time that women should 

shoulder their responsibilities and take part in the general 

administration of the town's affairs'. This article has shown that 

she certainly did that! Not only was she very active and involved in 

the both political and Co-operative movements, her own actions 

and writings, both published and private, show that she was willing 

to fight for what she believed was right, even when this brought her 

into conflict with others in clearly what was a truly male dominated 

world. The final section of her letter to the Editor of the Keigh/ey 

News57 sums up her position: 

'So, I shall dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone, 

Dare to have a purpose firm and 

Dare to make it known'. 

Later Life 

In 1958, Frances and her husband Harry retired to 

Fillorigley, near Coventry, West Midlands, to be nearer to their son 

Edwin and his family. Frances received a letter thanking her for her 

long involvement with the Keighley Industrial Co-operative Society 

Ltd 58, especially for her contribution from the 'angle of the 

housewife'. Another letter from the Ministry of Labour and National 

Service 59, thanked her for her work as a member of the Ke!ghley 

and District Disablement Advisory Committee. As far as is known, 

she did not resume any further involvement with the Cooperative 

Movement or engage in any local politics. She died, aged 93 years 
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in Royal Leamington Spa. Today, her activities would probably not 

seem unique in any way: women's roles in society have changed, 
but for a while, she played a significant part in public life in 

Keighley. 
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THE ROYAL YORKSHIRE JUBILEE EXHIBITION, 

MAY-OCTOBER 1887 

By Letitia Lawson 

After the death of Sir Titus Salt in 1876, the inhabitants of Saltaire 

'desired to show their appreciation of the many noble actions for 

the public good of the Founder of Saltaire by the creation of a 

statue of Sir Titus Salt Bad in some public place.'1 However, Sir 

Titus Salt's family thought it would be more in accord with his life's 

work and their wishes if the proposed memorial could be embodied 

in the erection of new technical schools .2 This would replace the 

existing accommodation for teaching science and art which was no 

longer adequate for the growing needs of the district. In 

accordance with this 

'representation', the Governors 

of the Salt Schools (who were 

elected by the Shipley School 

Board and were responsible for 

the administration of the High 

Schools, Institute and 

Almshouses) agreed to build a 

Memorial Technical School. 

They decided to build a new 

School of Science and Art on 

what is now Exhibition Road; 

the estimated cost of which 

was to be between five and ten 

thousand pounds. 

Fig. 1: Cover of the Catalogue 

of the Exhibition (Courtesy 

Shipley Library) 

DAILY ?RODRM,E 
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To help defray the costs of the buildings the Governors 

appealed for public subscriptions. They also planned to hold a 

small exhibition of art treasures and scientific, educational, 

industrial and social appliances, including oil paintings, sculpture, 

and food exhibits. It was to be called a Pa/ace of Delight and was 

to be 'opened' in the new Technical School in June 1886. Severe 

bad weather delayed the building of the new Art and Science 

Schools by nearly two months so the opening of the exhibition was 

postponed until May 1887. According to an article in the Leeds 

Mercury (Feb. 13h, 1886) about the postponement of the exhibition 

the Governors did not find this a cause of regret as 'circumstances 

beyond control have ... brought additional time for work 

beforehand.' They also felt that the delay would add 'to the 

completeness, usefulness and success of the exhibition.' Indeed, 

at a meeting of the Governors on July 14th 1886 it was decided to 

use the extra time to plan a larger International Exhibition of Art 

Treasures and of Scientific, Educational, Industrial and Social 

Appliances - a Royal Yorkshire Jubilee Exhibition - which would 

be held, not only in the Technical School and the Institute, but also 

on land behind them. It was felt that this larger exhibition would 

ensure the best financial results and would also be a means of 

honouring Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee. This decision was not 
unanimous; in a letter dated October 51h 1886, William Exley 

confirmed his resignation from the Governors, stating that he would 

'not like any part in it [the exhibition] whatever' and expressed his 

doubts about 'the exhibition on the larger scale.' The tone of his 

letter indicates that he felt the Governors were being too ambitious. 

Nevertheless, the remaining Governors continued with their 

plans and William Fry, the Secretary to the Governors, was 

appointed as General Manager of the Exhibition. He had the 

mammoth task of finding exhibitors, amusements, entertainment, a 

manager and other staff, and of making all the arrangements for 

the exhibition. He travelled to other exhibitions, including 

Edinburgh, the Colonial Exhibition in London, the Folkestone and 

Liverpool Exhibitions, to gain advice and to sign up exhibitors. At 
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first these visits led him 'to feel assured we have only to go on 

boldly to score a great success, pay for our buildings and have a 

nest egg .,4 Indeed, according to a letter he wrote to the Governors, 

the unanimous advice from the superintendents of the exhibitions 

he visited was 'to go beyond the bounds of the permanent 

buildings if we would have an Exhibition likely to attract the 

masses' and to use the grounds. Unfortunately a great many 

exhibitions had already been planned to mark the Queen's Jubilee 

in 1887 which meant it was difficult to attract exhibitors and staff to 

run the exhibition. This is evident from surviving correspondence 

between William Fry and S. P. Unwin, one of the Governors, which 

mentions visits to possible exhibitors in the Leicester, Nottingham 

and London areas, refusals to exhibit, possible Yorkshire trophies 

(exhibits of goods produced in specific Yorkshire cities) and 

exhibitions in Manchester and at the Imperial Institute.6 An idea of 

the problems the Governors faced can be gained from a letter 
dated October 27 th 1886 in which Fry wrote: 

Primarily my hurried object was to suggest getting Bradford 

identified with our position in the world of latitude and longitude. 

The idea has suggested itself to me most forcibly from the 

numerous enquiries - Where is this place? Messrs. Chappel and 

Co were very severe on the little obscure village which only a few 

years ago did not exist'. Obscurity, too small an affair, are 
prominent ideas to be contested. Everybody tires of exhibitions. I 
am sickened and disheartened .7 

Some of the other Governors were also involved in seeking 

support for the exhibition. In March 1887, Mr Titus Salt, the 

Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Governors, Mr W. H. 

Ellis, and Mr S. Philip Unwin, attended a meeting in Sheffield at 
which both the Mayor of Sheffield and also the Master Cutler were 

present. Mr Unwin explained that he had asked the cutlery 

manufacturers in Sheffield to exhibit examples of their handicrafts, 

but had been snubbed. However, a German cutlery firm had 
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offered to exhibit, so Sheffield workmen would be able to go to 

Saltaire and see rival artwork. These comments had the desired 

effect as the Master Cutler expressed the hope that an armour-

plated screw propeller and shafting could be obtained as 

Sheffield's share of the exhibition.8 

Indeed more exhibitors were beginning to come forward. In 

April 1887, at a dinner given in the dining rooms of the Exhibition 
Buildings, at which the press were present, Titus Salt mentioned 

that he had received a telegram form Marlborough House in which 

the Prince of Wales (who had been a guest of Titus Salt at Milner 
Field when he visited Bradford in 1882) invited the Governors to 

make a selection from his works of art. According to an article in 

the Newcastle Courant in the same month, Indian screens, which 

had been shown at the Colonial Exhibition of 1886, had been lent 

to the people of Saltaire by the Colonial Institute, and a magnificent 

show of fur (yet another exhibit from the same exhibition) was 

presented to the people of Shipley by the Canadian Government. 

This was probably as a result of William Fry's suggestion to the 

Colonial and Indian Commissioners when they visited Bradford in 

1886, 'that our best effort be made to get the Colonial and Indian 

Commissioners to visit Saltaire ... It may even be necessary to 

entertain them in some way, but if by doing so we can more than 

half fill our place with the best exhibits from the Colonies, our 

success would be doubly assured.' 

The Governors received further royal support when Princess 

Beatrice, supported by her husband Prince Henry of Battenburg, 

agreed to open the Royal Yorkshire Jubilee Exhibition in the name 

of the Queen and by Her Majesty's Command. Indeed, an article in 
the Leeds Mercury (April 201h 1887) reported that 'there is every 

indication that the unwearied efforts of the promoters will be 

rewarded with rare success. Aided by the Queen, honoured in 

anticipation by the personal presence of Royalty ... it could not well 

be otherwise.' 

On the staffing side there was also good news as Mr J. H. 

Hubbard was appointed as General Manager; he had been 
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involved in the management of exhibitions in Antwerp, Paris, and 
elsewhere. 1° A great deal of work, however, was still required to 

have the temporary exhibitions (a series of wooden arcades and 

courts) ready for opening day. 'Hundreds of men are constantly 

employed day by day and the scantily furnished courts resound 

with the clang of hammers and the bustle of ceaseless work.' 
The exhibits had to be unpacked and arranged, machinery put in 

place, pleasure gardens had to be planted out, and the 

refreshment rooms equipped. 

Fig. 2 : Ground works on the Exhibition site (Courtesy Bradford 
Libraries) 

All this effort was successful and everything was ready in 

time for the opening ceremony, mainly due to the efforts of Mr Salt, 
Mr Unwin and Mr William Fry, who was praised for the 'politeness 

and unruffled courtesy with which he meets the claims upon his 
time and services.' 12 The Exhibition was held in the Technical 

- 69 -



Schools which were used to display art works lent by local people 

(including members of the Salt family), the Institute (which housed 

a representation of an ostrich farm and a 'Hermit's Haunted Cell'), 

and in arcades and courts covering 150,000 square feet. It 

included trophies representing other towns in Yorkshire and a 

powerful railway engine supplied by the Midland Railway 

Company, named Beatrice in honour of Princess Beatrice. Other 

attractions included a concert hall which could seat three thousand 

people, a bandstand, cafe, an aviary, a working dairy, a lighthouse, 

a camera obscure, pleasure grounds, a toboggan slide, and a 

wooden switchback railway. There was even a reception room for 

Princess Beatrice to use which had been specially designed by 

John Aldam Heaton, who also designed the commemorative 

medals for the Exhibition. At the far end of the grounds there was 

Japanese village provided by Tannaker Buhicrosan, who had also 

staged Japanese villages in London, Berlin and Paris. Here visitors 

could see Japanese 'artisans' producing craft works, watch 

Japanese entertainers, visit a Buddhist temple, and even take tea 

á /a Japanese in an authentic tea house. 

'l,N')F 155 ROYAl. VUltKSflhllE Ji'lltl,Rlc SXIIIIIITIOX, 

Fig. 3 : Plan of Exhibition from the Catalogue of the Royal 

Yorkshire Jubilee Exhibition (Courtesy Bradford Libraries) 
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I 
As one reviewer wrote, 'The Exhibition contains a budget of 

items by which alike thought may be stimulated and curiosity 
gratified. The contemplation of objects of enduring, and substantial 

interest may be agreeably varied too, by entertainment of a holiday 
character.' 13 

Fig. 4: Interior view of the Exhibition (Courtesy Bradford Museums 

& Galleries) 
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Princess Beatrice and her husband arrived at Shipley 

Station on May 5 th 1887 and were escorted from there to Milner 

Field where they stayed overnight. On the following day they 

travelled to the Exhibition where they entered the new Schools and 

made a complete tour of the Fine Art Department. After this, 

Princess Beatrice started an engine which propelled the 

machinery in motion'. The royal visitors then proceeded to look 

round the remainder of the exhibition. According to the Wharfedale 

and Airedale Observer (May 13, 1887), 'The magnificent 'Tropical 

Aviary' is one of the most interesting displays in the Exhibition 

Her Royal Highness Princess Beatrice, as she walked round the 

Exhibition on the arm of Mr Titus Salt, seemed specially struck with 

this 'Tropical Aviary' and devoted great attention to it.' It had been 

created by Mr Edward Bairstow of Bradford and covered more than 

a thousand square feet. It contained rocks, grottoes, mimic 
waterfalls, and miniature lakes; there were also living and 

preserved specimens of birds and animals, including thirty parrots 

from India and three hundred live salamanders, lizards and green 

tree-frogs from Italy. A visit was also made to the Japanese village, 

the toboggan slide and to the concert hall where a grand choir 

sang the National Anthem. An address was presented to Princess 

Beatrice and a key (fitted for the opening of the Exhibition) was 

presented to Prince Henry of Battenberg as a very appropriate and 

artistic memento of the Royal visit.' 

The Exhibition was now officially open to the public with the 

cost of admission set at one shilling, or one guinea for a season 

ticket. There were also charges for entry to the various 

entertainments, concerts and recitals. A ride on the toboggan slide 

cost 2d as did a visit to the Hermit's Haunted Cell. The Exhibition 
was open for 25 weeks until October 3l' 1887. The closure was 

not marked by any demonstration apart from the cheering which 

greeted the General Manager who appeared on stage during the 

last performance of a drama called 'Episodes in a Soldier's Life'. 

There had been 823,133 visitors, 398,135 season ticket holders, 

and 317,820 railway ticket holders. By comparison, the Manchester 

- 72 -



Jubilee Exhibition attracted over four million visitors and the 

Newcastle Jubilee Exhibition over two million. 

Unfortunately 'such a measure of success has not attended 

the venture as the promoters hoped for, and for that, amongst 
other cases, the gigantic attractions at Manchester and other 

places of a similar character will in some degree account.' 14 The 
Governors found the Trust saddled with a debt of £13,000 of which 

sum £11,000 was borrowed from the Bradford Third Equitable 
Building Society. This led to various recriminations and to the 

resignation of Mr S. Philip Unwin from the Governors; he felt 'The 

Board of the Saltaire Schools is a public body responsible to the 

public and it has long been apparent to a good many people that a 

public explanation of the history of the Exhibition with its terrible 

financial results might become unavoidable.' 15 Sadly too, Titus 

Salt, who had been one of the foremost promoters of the 
Exhibition, died just a month after the Exhibition closed. 

The wooden Exhibition buildings were dismantled and some 

money was raised by selling off the Japanese Tea House and 

some other items such as the tea urns, champagne and hock 
glasses, and the incubator house. The popular Ocean Wave 

Switchback was also put up for sale and bought by a group of local 

speculators who moved it to Shipley Glen where it was erected 

next to the barn at Brackenhall Farm. It is probable that the camera 
obscura and some of the 'toast rack' cars were also purchased for 

use at Shipley Glen. 16 

Today, the only reminders of the Royal Yorkshire Jubilee 

Exhibition are the Exhibition Building, now used by Shipley 

College, and the street name, Exhibition Road. The site of the 

wooden buildings, Japanese Village and toboggan slide have all 

been built over. 
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'MR JACKSON AT CARTWIGHT': A GENTLEMAN AND SCHOLAR 

By Derek Barker 

Today few people in Bradford appreciate what a cultural debt is owed 
to Sidney Jackson. Although not without his faults, during his years at 
Cartwright Hall Museum he proved to be a most able scholar, and a 
unique and irreplaceable man. 

Recently the Bradford Antiquary contained a most interesting 
article by James 
Ogden, 1 describing those eminent Bradfordians who had been 
included in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. In addition to 
sportsmen, entertainers, writers, and indeed hangmen, there was a 
section for scholars which included two archaeologists. The first of 
these was Sir Mortimer Wheeler, who certainly spent a few years of his 
boyhood in the city while his father edited a local newspaper. The 
second was Dr. Arthur Raistrick who was born in Saltaire and was, like 
Wheeler, educated at the Bradford Boys Grammar School. Dr. 
Raistrick possessed an extraordinarily wide knowledge and among his 
many publications was a most influential textbook on industrial 
archaeology. Although undeniably a most gifted man he was very 
much associated with the archaeology and geology of the Yorkshire 
Dales, where he lived for many years, rather than his native city. Was 
there, I wondered, a Bradford archaeologist who was both eminent and 
resident? 

To answer this question I have moved outside the pages of the 
DNB and wish to propose the name of Sidney Jackson. He was once 
widely recognised both as a natural historian and an immensely 
influential local figure in the study of archaeology. He always took 
much pleasure in the presentation of both subjects to the public. 
Sidney Jackson's reputation, having been somewhat in eclipse for 
decades, was enhanced in 2009 by a splendid exhibition at the 
Bracken Hall Countryside Centre arranged by Gavin Edwards, 
Bradford's museum officer (archaeology). A great deal of information 
can be extracted from Jackson's professional correspondence, which is 
held by the Bradford Industrial Museum. I have personally read 8,000 
of these letters, which indicate clearly that, at one time or another, 
Sidney Jackson was in communication with almost every amateur and 
professional archaeologist of note in the north of England. 
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Most of the areas of his life not covered in this correspondence 
can be examined in his very honest, sometimes painfully honest, 
personal diaries, which are held by the West Yorkshire Archives. A 
thirty years restriction on access to this material was lifted in 2008. 
Both letters and diaries give us a flavour of the type of intellectual life 
that Sidney Jackson enjoyed, although evidently this life was not 
always academic, reflective, or harmonious. For one thing I have 
learned that he found many of his museum colleagues less than 
completely satisfactory, and for another he had to correspond with the 
misguided and the confused, as well as the observant and the 
knowledgeable. Sidney Jackson's diaries form an almost complete 
record of his life, a record which almost verges on the obsessive, 
containing typed text, letters, theatre programmes, postcards, hotel 
bills, and even train tickets! But it is these very same personal diaries 
that evoke a living figure, rather than a dimly remembered name. 
Consequently in this paper I am able to look at Sidney Jackson the 
man, not simply Sidney Jackson the scholar. 

Although I have lived in Bradford for more than three decades, I 
have never met personally any of the individuals mentioned. Sidney 
Jackson's pen portraits of friends, relatives and colleagues are 
invariably vivid and compelling, but I cannot claim that they are 
necessarily impartial or accurate. I hope that with the passage of time 
nobody described, nor their descendants, will be offended. Certainly if 
any of his observations, or my interpretations of his observations, still 
have the power to wound after all these years please let me apologise 
in advance. In his private diaries Sidney Jackson's descriptions could 
undoubtedly be brusque: 'an uncouth type, drunk with power ... makes 
life a misery' was his judgement on the councillor heading the 
museums committee of a neighbouring city. People who departed from 
his high, but somewhat conventional, standards of conversation, dress, 
or deportment tend to be labelled as 'odd types'. But I must also record 
that Sidney Jackson was as critical of himself as he was of others, and 
some of this self-criticism will find a place here. Set against this are his 
many positive achievements, including a total commitment to his 
museum collection, the many stimulating lectures and outings he 
arranged, and the number of his young students that ultimately 
attained very distinguished positions in archaeology or the natural 
sciences. 

Although there are still some gaps in my knowledge of his basic 
biography I am certain that Sidney Jackson, or 'Jacko' as he was 
known by his museum colleagues, lived from 1902 to 1978. Sidney 
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Jackson's early childhood had been spent in Eccleshill. For the rest of 
his life, he was proud of its people, its buildings and its history. He 
records playing with his brother in the yard of Manor Potteries, which 
sadly is the only connection with bricks (which are my own personal 
obsession) throughout his long career. As a boy he considered that his 
family thought him 'odd and uncommunicative'. Sidney Jackson 
attended Hutton School and later the Bradford School of Art in what we 
should now call a foundation (pre-apprenticeship) course in drawing, 
lettering and model making. Years later he was justly famous for the 
quality of both his models and his archaeological drawings. Between 
the 1920s and 1930s he worked for William Denby & Sons at Tong 
Park Mills, Baildon, and then in the costing department of Salt's Mill, 
Saltaire. In textiles he accumulated, in his own words, 'a moderately 
wide experience in different branches of the trade'. 

Sidney Jackson's father, Harry Jackson, was born in 1880, the 
son of Leeming Jackson, an Eccleshill blacksmith. Harry's sister Annie 
Jackson married into another notable Eccleshill family, the Hartleys. 
Harry Jackson and his wife Sarah Jane married in 1902 and later in life 
moved to Hallas Bridge where 'the people were queer', according to a 
Jackson diary entry. Harry moved again to Thackley after his wife's 
death, and lived there until December 11, 1964 when he died in a local 
nursing home. The relationship between Sidney Jackson and his rather 
independent father seems to have been dutiful rather than loving. The 
diary entries covering Harry Jackson's death are practical but do not 
express any great sense of personal loss. One explanation for this 
reticence is the surprising possibility that Harry was not actually 
Sidney's biological father. 

A close friend and associate of Sidney Jackson heard such an 
account from his own lips. Sidney knew that he had been born on Sept 
30, 1902. He explained that he believed his mother conceived him 
while she was in service at Wentworth Woodhouse near Rotherham. 
His biological father, according to this account, was a young scion of 
the Wentworth-Fitzwilliams. A very readable account of this immensely 
wealthy, but highly dysfunctional, family was published recently 2 Now 
it is difficult to see why Sidney Jackson, or his mother, would have 
invented such a story if it were not true. On the other hand in the 1901 
census returns, while the house and 'the scion' are easily identifiable, 
there is no resident female servant who could plausibly be Sidney 
Jackson's mother. In fact Sarah Jane Jackson cannot be located 
anywhere at all in the 1901 census, although his father Harry may be 
recorded, as an engine fitter then at Barrow in Furness. When Harry 
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Jackson later lived at 1247 Bolton Road he certainly gave his 
occupation as an engine fitter. No similar account of Sidney Jackson's 
parentage has been included in any portion of the diaries that I have 
read, and Sidney invariably refers to Harry and Sarah Jane jointly as 
'his parents'. On the other hand, he often expresses how different he 
was from the rest of his family who, aside from his tram-loving cousin 
Frank Hartley, were in his view a 'dull crowd' and had the same outlook 
'based mainly on pride of possession'. Since all the twentieth century 
documents of the rather secretive Wentworth-Fitzwilliam family were 
burned in the 1970s it is unlikely that any further evidence touching this 
point will be forthcoming. 

Whatever the circumstances of his birth, Sidney Jackson was 
certainly very fond of his mother. Both he and his brother always write 
of her as 'mother dear'. But in the early 1950s it became evident that 
Sarah Jane Jackson's physical and mental health was deteriorating 
and she died in 1953 at the age of 75. None of her own relatives seem 
to have attended her funeral, and she may well have been the last of 
her generation. Her maiden name is not recorded, but on the basis that 
Sidney Jackson calls one Arthur Skirrow 'my uncle' I deduce that she 
was born Sarah Jane Skirrow in 1878. Her family can be identified in 
the 1891 census when they also lived in Eccleshill. The marriages of 
Arthur Skirrow and Sarah Jane Skirrow were registered in 1900 and 
1902 respectively. As explained I cannot find her, or any of her close 
relatives, in the 1901 census so I cannot yet suggest how, nor even 
where, Sidney Jackson's parents originally met. 

Sidney Jackson had a brother, or perhaps half-brother, Alfred 
Edison 'Eddie' Jackson, who emigrated to Canada with his wife Evelyn 
(and children Winston and Gordon) to work in a mill at Magog, Quebec. 
A visit from his brother and sister in law in December 1963 was 
described as a 'dislocation of my affairs' which was a little harsh since 
they had flown the Atlantic at short notice when their father had 
suffered a stroke. There was also a sister, Kitty Jackson, who married 
Frank Fawcett and had two children Elizabeth and John. At one time 
there was a coolness between Sidney and Kitty, which he says was the 
result of Kitty and her husband becoming significantly rich. They owned 
Low House Farm in Burley in Wharfedale where Sidney felt they had 
adopted rather too ostentatiously affluent a lifestyle. Significantly his 
relationship with Kitty improved during their father's illness, a 
reconciliation which pleased them both. I'm not sure that he ever cared 
for his brother in law, whom he regarded as 'a classic example of a 
Bradford wool merchant bloated with money' (Diary: 31/8/53). 
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Sidney Jackson himself married in 1929. His wife Marie Jackson 
had been born Mary Gill on Sept 18, 1902. Her parents were George 
and Miriam Gill of Shipley. George manufactured 'fibrous plaster' and 
Miriam was to live in the same house in Manor Lane for sixty years. 
Marie Jackson is regularly mentioned in letters from his friends and is 
still warmly remembered by all those that knew her. She was noted for 
her great kindness and perfect organisational ability, but she remains a 
slightly mysterious figure even in the diaries. Marie had an elder 
brother George, who lived with his mother, and who died suddenly at 
Exchange Station in January 1953.The Jacksons themselves were 
childless, which clearly later came to be the cause of much regret, but 
they were absolutely devoted to each other. Sidney often mentions 
how unlike Marie was from the rest of her family and how much he 
enjoyed being with her, if only in companionable silence. Until well after 
the Second World War, the Jacksons lived at 28, Mount Terrace, 
Eccleshill but after George Gill's death they were forced to live for long 
periods at 45 Manor Lane looking after Marie's rather gloomy mother. 
Although Miriam Gill may not have been easy to cherish, the Jacksons 
loved her town of Shipley because it was so near to beautiful 
countryside. Eventually they purchased their own house there, at 13 
Lindisfarne Road. The Jacksons seldom took holidays without a link to 
archaeology. Their one trip to my hometown of Eastbourne, where they 
stayed at the York House Hotel, was not a success. Sadly I missed 
them by just two years, since the same hotel was later a temporary 
work place of mine in the school holidays. 

At the relatively late age of 37, Sidney Jackson entered the 
service of Bradford Museums. The date was May 1939, although at 
present I'm not sure what precipitated this dramatic change of career. 
Cartwright Hall Museum was very different in those days. The art 
gallery was on the upper floor and the ground floor was filled with 
model railway engines, cases of stuffed birds and butterflies, and small 
animals. There were always jars of carefully labelled wayside plants on 
display. The post he took was entitled 'assistant in the natural history 
and archaeological museum', which became available when Maurice 
Longbottom was given the post of curator at Keighley Museum. By 
1941 Sidney Jackson was temporary assistant in charge at Boiling 
Hall, while the full-time incumbent was away on war service. Sidney 
was called-up for military service himself towards the end of 1942. 
After preliminary training at Nostell Priory and then Watford, he served 
in Egypt as a gunner-signaller with the Royal Artillery until demobilised 
in 1943. After that, as a civilian working for the Ministry of Economic 
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Warfare, he spent three years in the British embassy at Baghdad. He 
recollected that there he had a Latvian landlady, one Madam Zelma 
Krumins, and characteristically he spent much time studying and 
drawing birds. 

In 1946 Sidney Jackson returned to Bradford and resumed his 
career at the Cartwright Hall Museum. Soon after he must have 
introduced the famous indoor hive into which bees flew down a glass 
tunnel, and which everybody seems to remember. In view of the 
amazing breadth of his knowledge it is surprising to learn that Sidney 
Jackson was entirely self-taught in both natural science and 
archaeology. This state of affairs would be extremely unusual today, 
but then so well known a figure as Basil Brown, the first excavator of 
the Sutton Hoo ship burial in 1938 was a kindred spirit who had taken 
to full-time archaeological excavation only when his small-holding 
failed. I am told that, as recently as the early 1960s, a successful 
career path could be obtained by entering a museum with or without a 
degree, becoming an associate, then taking fellowship of the Museums 
Association prior to a keepership or directorship. Sidney Jackson did 
seek preferment on at least two occasions. In 1951 or 1952 he applied 
for the post of Curator at the Yorkshire Museum, but the job went to 
George Willmot. In 1958 he hoped to be Wilfrid Robertshaw's 
successor as Museum Director in Bradford, but disappointingly he was 
not even short-listed for the post. Peter Bird was the successful 
candidate. After the mid-1 960s Sidney Jackson's job title was changed 
to 'Keeper of the Museum'. 

Sidney Jackson was a member of the Bradford Naturalists' 
Society but felt obliged to resign in the early 1960s because of the 
pressure of his archaeological work, or perhaps because he found the 
behaviour of one of his fellow members, Ernest Hird, intolerable. They 
seem to have fallen out over procedural matters. It is an example of 
Marie Jackson's devotion that she also considered herself unable to 
attend meetings until after her husband's death. Sidney Jackson 
helped found, and was chairman of, the Shipley and District Geology 
Society, but he once declined the chance to lecture the Halifax 
Scientific Society on geology because he felt his knowledge 
insufficient. He was the author of just two books as far as I know: 
Nature Rambles in Mid-Airedale (1952) and Celtic Carved Heads 
(1973), which he published himself after his retirement. He wrote a 
third book entitled I saw Baghdad, which he sent to publisher Rupert 
Hart-Davies in 1953, but I do not believe it was ever actually published. 
There was a late flowering of his archaeological interests in the decade 
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following his retirement. For the rest of his life he, with a group of like-
minded friends, ran an Airedale Archaeological Society. 

Sidney Jackson's letters and diaries give a very clear picture of 
the life he led during the 1950s and 1960s: arranging exhibitions, 
undertaking field work, writing, participating in nature walks for children 
in Roberts Park, Saltaire, or conducting school parties round his 
cherished museum. An informant who participated in a nature walk 
recalls how charming and gracious Sidney Jackson was with young 
people: he ensured that every child had five or ten minutes of his 
uninterrupted attention. Other participants of those walks remember 
insectivorous plants at Shipley Glen, identifying birds in flight, scale 
tree fossils, ancient millstones and, inevitably, cup and ring marked 
stones. Strangely he writes on many occasions that he had no car. A 
vehicle, I imagine, would have proved very useful for a man with so 
many lecturing commitments. The only explanation he ever gave was a 
diary comment that he had 'done all the driving that he wanted to in the 
Royal Artillery during the last war'. As late as 1967, he admitted to not 
having a television although he appeared on BBC 2 himself in the 
same year. He valued the precise use of language and objected when 
'hello' replaced 'good-morning' and 'loaned' replaced 'lent'. He was 
afraid of heights and, curiously for a naturalist, loathed spiders. Sidney 
Jackson was a devout Christian and regularly worshipped at Shipley 
Congregational Church. He frequently refused to lecture on Sundays, 
and diary entries regularly comment on the quality, or otherwise, of the 
sermons that he heard. Strangely, for a man at the centre of such a 
wide circle, he and his wife didn't send Christmas cards. Perhaps they 
simply had too many friends. Sidney Jackson collected coins and early 
books, but the only other hobby I can identify is mentioned in a letter 
where two men are identified as his 'bowling associates'. He had a 
very strong sense of public duty: he was a special constable, he 
undertook voluntary work with Sedbergh School Boys' Club in 
Bradford, and with the patients at the Friendship Club based at High 
Royds (Menston) psychiatric hospital. He was notable for his very high 
standards of personal behaviour, and no one I have spoken to can 
ever recall him committing even the smallest dishonest or 
dishonourable act. 

Sidney Jackson inhabited a totally different world to that of 
present day archaeologists. A world in which boy scouts could 
excavate caves, and amateur collectors amassed large numbers of 
ancient objects. A world where cruck-built barns, querns, and lengths 
of Iron Age walling would occupy the thoughts of museum curators for 
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months on end, yet industrial archaeology or archaeological theory 
hardly rated a mention. I have been constantly surprised that the City 
of Bradford Museums would actually spend good money to identify the 
rocks, potsherds, clay pipe bowls, and coins brought back by its 
citizens from their summer holidays, or rescued from their allotments. It 
is really hard not to feel nostalgia for this world. Perhaps modern 
archaeology, with its greater reliance on archaeological theory and 
science, does in the end offer a more fruitful approach, but we have 
surely lost something precious in the exchange. What were Sidney 
Jackson's other achievements within the museum? He certainly 
lectured on bee keeping and on one occasion he even collected a 
swarm of bees that had found a new home on a Saltaire bicycle! He 
founded a notable Archaeology Group of fellow enthusiasts in May 
1949, arranging excursions and serious fieldwork. His excellent 
Archaeology Group Bulletin was first published in May 1954 and 
appeared three monthly until 1967, with a print run of 250 (later 300) 
copies initially at three pence per copy. He submitted articles to the 
Yorkshire Observer and after retirement wrote a column for the 
Bradford Telegraph & Argus. For reasons not entirely clear, it doesn't 
look as if the Archaeology Group Bulletin survived his departure from 
the Museum. The May 1967 issue was not produced and it would 
appear, from the puzzled letters of subscribers, that no prior warning 
had been given. From his diaries it seems certain that John Morley (at 
that time the museum director) offered Sidney Jackson a post-
retirement honorary editorship, but their relationship was poor at this 
time and he must have declined. Sidney Jackson apparently intended 
that the Archaeology Group Bulletin would be transformed into The 
Airedale Archaeologist, which would be the house journal of his new 
Airedale Archaeological Society. Sidney Jackson chaired this society, 
and it even survived his death by a few years. His other main activity 
was to help organise the meetings of the British Summer School of 
Archaeology after the death of its founder, Dr. F.T. Wainwright, in 
1961. 

Sidney Jackson held a Wednesday evening class in 
archaeology and was also always in great demand as a lecturer. I 
think it would be difficult today to find anyone who could match his 
knowledge in the combined fields of natural history, archaeology and 
geology. Public enquiries to the museum were frequently answered on 
the spot, or by return of post. Fossils in sandstone, spiders from 
bananas, slag fragments from Low Moor, Roman coins, or exotic 
caterpillars, Sidney was familiar with them all. He was also an expert in 
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the making of plaster and papier-mâché replicas, and darkroom 
photography. Enthusiastic supporters were keen to report their 
individual finds, although it sometimes took time to extract enough 
information for a proper report. Some of his field workers showed 
remarkable reluctance to give the exact location of their most 
productive sites, and this was in the days before metal detectors! 

Having mentioned carved heads earlier perhaps now is an 
appropriate time to describe Sidney Jackson's great interest in more 
detail He collated a card index of stone heads, listing over 650 from all 
over the country, but particularly from West Yorkshire, which were 
eventually given to the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. He believed 
that the finding of 'Celtic' heads indicated continuity of farming sites 
from prehistoric times to the seventeenth century. One example was 
the head found in Heaton Woods in 1965 by Carol and Christine Lister. 
Another head was affectionately known as 'Old Harry' and appears on 
the front cover of his book. Accounts of this work appeared in the Daily 
Telegraph on January 11, 1967, and on Blue Peter and BBC 2's 
Chronicle programme in February 1967, which I remember well. But 
despite a foreward from his Edinburgh friend Dr. Anne Ross, his book 
when it finally appeared proved controversial. Critics felt that most of 
the heads were surface finds, few had provenance, and any link with 
the 'Celts' was tenuous at best. Dr. Ross and Sidney Jackson shared a 
belief in the mystical or supernatural properties of these and other 
carvings. Such views sat rather uneasily with the more scientific type of 
archaeology becoming prevalent in the 1970s. Local historian Wade 
Hustwick proposed that many of the heads had in fact been carved by 
local quarrymen, and other reservations had already been expressed 
in a letter from Sidney Jackson's friend Rosa Hartley. Despite these 
warnings I think he must have been greatly saddened by the way his 
magnum opus was received. Sidney Jackson's second love was for 
Iron Age quern stones. A great number turn up in his correspondence 
although, as we are constantly reminded in his letters, Stuart Piggott 
wrote in his book Roman & Native that only thirteen had been found in 
Yorkshire. The extent to which archaeological inferences can be 
securely drawn from surface finds, rather than finds discovered in 
context by excavation, was an important question for Sidney Jackson 
and his friends. I think myself that he placed far too much weight on the 
significance of these objects but, to be fair, important studies of 
Yorkshire querns and rock-art continue to the present day. Among 
Sidney Jackson's correspondents were many well-known figures, 
including Frank Atkinson, creator of the Beamish Open Air Museum, 
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former Bradford Mayor Horace Hird, and Tot Lord, custodian of the Pig 
Yard Club Museum, Settle. 

Relationships with local archaeologists were not always 
harmonious. Maurice Greaves lived in Clayton. It seems that he was 
always interested in archaeology. He first met Sidney Jackson in 1947 
and received help from him. Obviously Maurice Greaves' knowledge 
rapidly increased but there are also comments in the diaries for 1958-
59 that he had become 'very secretive' and had withheld valuable 
information. The matter seems to have come to a head over some 
broken urns found on Harden Moor in an unofficial dig by two brothers 
called iliingworth. An official excavation was planned but Sidney 
Jackson gained the impression (rightly or wrongly) that Maurice 
Greaves was claiming that Jackson's Archaeology Group would be 
involved. It is impossible to know now who had the right of the 
argument, but archaeological disagreements of this type do not seem 
to have been uncommon. More positive was the influence that Sidney 
Jackson had on the early careers of many young students. 

Sidney Jackson worked for three museum directors, Wilfrid 
Robertshaw, Peter Bird, and John Morley, but his relationships with 
none of these men proved to be easy. For example Peter Bird wished 
to promote fine art and the collections at Boiling Hail, which Sidney 
Jackson found very hard indeed to accept. It would appear that, in the 
period described, the director was in overall charge of the collections 
and, in the case of Peter Bird and John Morley at least, also had the 
direct management of the City's fine art. After the early 1960s there 
were two subordinate keepers of the museums at Boiling Hall and at 
Cartwright Hail. In the case of Cartwright Hail we know that eventually 
an assistant keeper was also appointed in 1964. This was the famous 
Stuart Feather who was a great expert on cup and ring marks, and who 
was largely responsible for establishing the Bradford Industrial 
Museum at Moorside Mill. Other Cartwright Hail staff members seem 
more obscure. There was Hilda M. Macdonald who served as 
secretary for forty years. Patrick Campbell was the deputy foreman at 
the Museum and Sam Brook was Head Gardener at Cartwright Hall 
whose work is praised on several occasions. An Arthur Mounsey is 
simply mentioned as 'a member of our staff', and it was he who drove 
Sidney Jackson home on the day of his retirement. While relations with 
Boiling Hall were usually friendly it is obvious from his personal diaries 
that in the mid-19605 his relationships with two successive schools' 
museum officers, Joyce Cutler and Marjorie Dawson, were difficult. 
Sidney Jackson's account of this period does not make comfortable 
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reading even today. He certainly objected to their appointments without 
his involvement and felt slighted by the fact that, despite their lack of 
experience in archaeology, they were on the same pay-scale as him. 

What were Sidney Jackson's greatest achievements? 
Unquestionably for 25 years after the end of the War he gave 
archaeology and natural history higher profiles in Bradford than they 
ever enjoyed before or since. Members of his Archaeology Group were 
given informative lectures, performed valuable field-work, and had 
access to an extremely worthwhile bulletin. Although Sidney Jackson 
had fellow lecturers and authors he undertook personally all the 
organisational and editorial work, all the art work, and the bulk of the 
scholarship. The Archaeology Group Bulletin had a wide circulation 
among antiquarians and libraries in the North of England. Sidney 
Jackson also assembled file card indexes on every conceivable topic, 
and thousands of these cards are now held by the Manor House 
Museum, Ilkley. They are an important resource on the local 
archaeology of the period, although their sheer number makes them 
difficult to survey. 

Was Sidney Jackson a happy man? I rather suspect not. He 
admits to finding that growing old was 'very disturbing'. He had a 
devoted wife but no children or grand-children, and admitted that 'the 
thought of having no children of my own troubles me very much' (Diary: 
4.9.67). He was also devoted to the education of young people, many 
of whom remember him with affection, but he only found it easy to 
relate to those youngsters who were quiet, studious, articulate and 
well-dressed, rather than those who were intellectually ordinary, or 
emotionally troubled. A comment in a letter from one of his friends 
Joyce Wickman describes this exactly: 'you did more for me than my 
parents when a child ... you must try to make allowances for young 
people of that age' (Diary: 20.6.58). Although he managed to teach 
himself geology, natural history, and archaeology, it seems that the big 
prizes went to those with university degrees. I don't know why he did 
not study for an external degree himself; simply a lack of free time 
perhaps. Sidney Jackson spent half a lifetime working in a museum he 
loved, but found a subordinate roll hard to accept, and saw a new order 
sweep away the arrangements he had cherished. He had many faithful 
friends but could not rid himself of the memories of Joyce Wickman, 
whose unexpected suicide in 1959 he felt he could have prevented by 
a timely letter, or Marion Wilson, who he had loved as a young man 
and who he was to meet again at his museum after an interval of forty 
years. He was politically of the right wing and must have felt out of step 
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in Harold Wilson's Britain. 
In his more reflective moments Sidney Jackson appreciated that 

he had sufficient income, an enjoyable job, a loving wife and good 
health, but much of his enjoyment of life was vitiated by disagreements 
with colleagues whom he found increasingly hard to respect. After 
1964 his resignation was seemingly always on the cards, although in 
the event he finally left the Museum at the retirement age of 65 on 
September 18,1967, which was by coincidence his wife's birthday. He 
enjoyed a long retirement sunset with the Airedale Archaeological 
Society but tragically, at the very end of his life, Sidney Jackson's 
extraordinary retentive mind seems to have been clouded by 
Alzheimer's disease. He died on April 10, 1978, aged 75, at Thornton 
View Hospital, Bradford, and his funeral service was held at the 
Unitarian Church, Shipley. Marie survived him by many years, living 
into the 1990s. After Sidney Jackson left Bradford Museums no one 
ever again even attempted to do what he did, unaided and with such 
facility. His post as museum keeper was split up. Stuart Feather was 
made assistant keeper (archaeology), and Margaret Hartley was 
recruited to the new post of assistant keeper (natural history and 
geology). 

I am conscious that many people in Bradford must have 
memories of Sidney and Marie, and I would welcome the opportunity to 
hear the recollections of those who were acquainted with them in real 
life and not, like myself, simply through written words and the accounts 
of their friends. I wonder if it would be timely to re-issue some of his 
choicest entries in the Archaeology Group Bulletin together with a brief 
biography. I feel that Sidney Jackson certainly deserves a permanent 
memorial in the museum that he loved so much and served so long. 
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FIELDS OF BRADFORD, PRINTERS: A HISTORY. 

By Graham Hall 

Over the years spent researching aspects of the printing 
industry in Bradford, the huge scope of work carried out within the 
city has never failed to surprise me. From the latter half of the 19th 
century into the 21st, the variety of printing has been staggering, yet 
little seems to have been written about it as an important historic 
aspect of local industry. 

The firm we are about to delve into is certainly no exception 
and although the title name disappeared at the start of the 21st 
century, thankfully it still survives in another format. Their history is 
long and distinguished - and not without its hiccups and 
unsuccessful periods. Like several other local concerns within the 
printing industry, the firm had very modest beginnings, along with 
the fact that the founder was not a Bradfordian by birth. 

Fig 1: Martin Field, founder of Fields Printers 
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Martin Field was born in Kidderminster in 1831, where his 
father, also called Martin, worked as a wool-comber having served 
his apprenticeship at Buckfastleigh in Devon. Due to a depression 
in the trade, the Field family moved to Bradford in 1837, possibly 
initially residing at 73 Birk Street in the Birksland area of Leeds 
Road. They certainly resided at this address by the time of the 
1851 census. Young Martin junior was working in his father's trade 
by the time he was ten in 1841 and sent to a Quaker day school in 
the Eastbrook district of the town, where he remained until the age 
of eleven. Wool-combing did not seem to suit him and by the time 
he was fourteen he began an apprenticeship as a master printer. 

To supplement his education, Martin attended evening 
classes at the Bradford Mechanics' Institute, which was founded in 
1832. Martin continued to improve his education in this manner for 
a number of years and following his apprenticeship he was not 
long in establishing himself in the local printing trade. Still within 
the company archives is a deed of partnership formed between 
Martin Field and William Keighley Firth to form Firth & Field. This is 
a very long eleven page legal document beautifully hand written 
and although not signed (it appears to be a draft) it does bear the 
date 1852. The document states that the partners have 'lately 
purchased the printing effects and utensils of Samuel Wharton 
Scarlett'. He was a letterpress printer and had premises at 70 
King's Court situated between Northgate and Lumb Lane at the 
time. In William White's Clothing District Directory of Leeds and 
Bradford for 1853 they are listed as (William) Frith & (Martin) 
Fieldhouse, 68 Northgate, with the surnames being an obvious 
mistake. It is however the earliest mention of the firm and lists the 
first address from where they operated. Nothing is known of the 
type of work carried out by them during the early years but it 
seems more than likely they were general printers accepting orders 
for whatever they were capable of doing. 

The partnership between William Firth and Martin Field 
turned out to be relatively short-lived, due to the death of the 
former on the 10th of July, 1859, at the tragically young age of 39— 
the sad event being recorded in the Leeds Mercury at the time, 
which mentions him being a letterpress printer. In a document 
which exists in the company archives dated the 22nd of August, 
1859, and signed by a John Stephenson and William Whitehead, 
who, apparently, were acting as arbitrators, it clearly refers to 'Mrs 
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Firth, widow of the late Mr William Firth'. Stephenson and 
Whitehead may have been accountants but cannot, at the moment, 
be traced as such. However, the document they drew up details 
figures concerning both debts owed to and owed by the 
partnership of Firth and Field, resulting in a figure supposedly 
having to be paid to Mrs Firth by Martin Field. The four-column list 
of debtors to the partnership makes interesting reading. The whole 
list is far too long to quote here but the following not only gives an 
indication of who the extensive number of customers were, but 
also something of the character and background of Martin Field 
and possibly his late partner, with a hint perhaps of the work they 
were producing: 

Thornton Mechanics' Institute - Three Shillings. 
Lady Royd School - Fifteen Shillings. 
Eceleshill Temperance Society - Ten Shillings. 
Great Horton Temperance Society - Five Pounds one shilling and 

sixpence. 
Park Lane School - Six shillings and three pence. 
Band of Hope Union - Two pounds fourteen shillings and 

sixpence. 
Salem Chapel - Three pounds fourteen shillings. 
Bradford Temperance Society - One pound nine shillings. 

The above and the rest of the list shows us that the bulk of work 
carried out related to schools, religious organisations and 
undoubtedly temperance groups. As we shall see later, the latter in 
particular played an important part in Martin Field's personal life. 
The document finally lists the firm being in credit to the sum of 
£140. 9s. lOd, which resulted in the arbitrators stating that half the 
sum had to be paid to Mrs Firth. A further document dated the 13th 
of March, 1860, is evidence that Martin Field did not agree with this 
judgement and an 'umpire', as the document states, was brought in 
to settle the matter. He arrives at a figure of forty five pounds 
stating that, 'Should you press for a little time by you giving her a 
promissory note payable on the 1S1 of July next ensuring with intent 
and sincerity (it) would be satisfactory'. One assumes that this is 
what Martin did but there are no further documents of that period 
which tell us for sure. 

From this point, Martin Field carried on the business alone 
and obviously began to make a success of it. In William White's 
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Clothing District Directory for 1866 he is listed as 'Martin Field, 
Stationer & Steam Printer, 64, Northgate'. The slight address 
change in Northgate from number 68 to 64 may indicate that he 
had moved to larger premises but trade directories, particularly of 
that era, were not infallible and this could be a mistake in the 
numbering - or even a change. 

By the 1861 census Martin junior was married, seemingly 
sometime during that year, to his Bradford born wife, Emma Jane. 
They lived at 37 Victoria Street, which ran from North Parade into 
Lumb Lane. Martin's father died sometime during 1862 at the age 
of 74. Over the following eight years Martin and his wife had five 
children: William Taylor Field (1862), Annie Field (1863), Clara 
Field (1864), Edgar Martin Field (1867) and Ida Field (1869). 
Martin was a deeply religious man with strong connections to 
temperance groups - especially the Band of Hope movement, 
which formed its first 'union' in Bradford during 1851, this being the 
first in the United Kingdom. He acted as Secretary to the Bradford 
Band of Hope Union for well over thirty years and also became a 
member of the Bradford School Board from 1882 to 1888. 

Martin's two sons, William and Edgar, eventually joined him 
in the printing business. However, Edgar, the younger son, is 
known to have initially been indentured to a lithographic artist 
called Benson Hilton on the 15 tof December, 1883, for a period of 
four years. This was to cost Martin thirty pounds, paid at a rate of 
ten pounds per year. Edgar did not earn anything for the first six 
months, and then over the following eighteen months he was paid 
five shillings per week, the highest his wage was to rise to being 
ten shillings per week. This detailed indenture still exists within the 
company archive, which shows us that by August 1885, it had 
been cancelled by mutual agreement. Further to this, the document 
informs us that a similar agreement was arranged with a Fred 
Parsons who was manager of the Lithographic Artists Department 
at Mr Alf Cooke's works in Leeds. This 'new' indenture being drawn 
up on the 3rd of April, 1886 and was to run until the 3rd of 
November the following year. Edgar's wages between November 
1886, and November 1887, were to be twelve shillings per week. 
Unfortunately there seems to be no existing evidence which tells 
us anything about the early education of the eldest son, William, 
within the printing industry. 

The Field family moved house a number of times over a 
relatively short period, as by 1875 they had moved from Victoria 
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Street to 23 Southfield Square and within five years were living at 
22 Blenheim Road. Then by 1883, the family were living at 14 
Springmount, Heaton, which obviously shows a growing affluence 
as no doubt Martin's printing business expanded. There is 
evidence of steady growth as by 1875 the firm was occupying 
premises at 64 Godwin Street and six years later he was 
employing eleven people. 

The 1891 census shows us that the eldest son, William, who 
was then 29 years old, had become a master printer, whilst his 
younger brother Edgar at 24 was a lithographic artist. On the 181h 
of July that year, the firm celebrated a change of name to M. Field 
& Sons. This obviously records the fact that Martin had taken his 
two sons into the business as partners or directors, and was 
celebrated by a trip to Morecambe for all the employees. On arrival 
a substantial breakfast was provided at the Imperial Hotel. The 
train taking everyone departed from the Midland Station at 6:55am, 
and they arrived at the hotel at 9:30 am. No doubt after the Field's 
staff had enjoyed themselves seeing the sites and pleasures of 
Morecambe, they were then treated to dinner, again at the Imperial 
Hotel, at 5:30pm. They left the resort to return to Bradford at 7:30 
pm. Details of this celebratory excursion are given in a tiny printed 
booklet, copies of which were undoubtedly given out to each 
member of staff. The booklet also gives further information of not 
only what took place on that eventful day but who attended - and 
here is where we find an interesting connection with another well 
known Bradford printing concern, Percy Lund, Humphries & Co. 
Ltd. The little booklet tells us that Percy Lund joined the group as a 
guest and as we shall see he eventually became closely involved 
with the company. 

The business continued to thrive into the late 1890s, when 
Martin appears to have retired, with possibly only a very short 
period of enjoying a more leisurely life. He died on the 28th of 
February, 1898, at the age of 67, leaving effects to the value of 
£7,379.11s. 6d. - a figure which amounts to over £850,000 in 
values of just over a century later. An interesting point here is that 
probate was granted to not only his wife and two sons but also 
'Percy Lund, Printers', which again points towards the two firms 
having close connections. 

After Martin's death the company continued as M. Field & 
Sons until May of 1905, when it became a limited company. We 
then reach an interesting stage in its development. Articles of 
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association exist regarding this change not only in name, to M. 
Field & Sons Ltd., but also in those who became directors of the 
company and others who were at the very least investors. The 
sons William and Edgar, along with Percy Lund, were directors. 
However, subscribers', who must have been investors in the 
concern, included the three above plus a Mr. Frank Marlor of Close 
House, Settle, who is listed as a yam agent; Hannah Field, who 
was the wife of William Taylor Field; Ida Elizabeth Field, the 
younger sister of William and Edgar, along with Arthur Wilson Hall 
who is listed as a stuff merchant and lived almost next door to Ida. 
Some of the 'subscribers' appear to be an odd mixture involved 
with a printing company, but reading through the articles of 
association it appears to have been a method of raising more 
capital and, probably more importantly, expanding the scope of 
work carried out by the company - and this may have been the 
main reason why Percy Lund became a director. The objects of the 
business included 'to carry on the business of proprietors and 
publishers of newspapers, journals, magazines, books and other 
literary works and undertakings'. There is lots more to this, with a 
long paragraph in the articles of association which clearly indicates 
their desire to develop markets in publishing, advertising and 
packaging - the latter being something they eventually became 
internationally famous for. 

Before continuing further with the history of the company, an 
attempt to examine what type of work the company was producing 
during the latter years of the Victorian era and the early 1900s has 
proved almost fruitless. Nothing exists in the company archives in 
the way of firm evidence and the writer's own extensive collection 
of 'Bradford iana' contains only two or three examples. One is a 
pristine public notice poster clearly dated October 1886 and 
produced for Bradford Council in relation to a Parliamentary Bill 
they intended applying for to extend their powers in certain 
matters. A further example being two finely printed bill heads for 
Christopher Pratt & Sons, one of which is dated October 1890. 
Literally thousands of such items were printed for local companies 
each year, but examining existing copies today to try and identify 
who printed them proves very frustrating as only a small number 
include the printer's name. The Christopher Pratt examples are 
quite ornate which included lots of detail about what the Pratt 
concern did. Comparing such known examples of printing with 
unidentified ephemera can be a risky undertaking for a researcher 
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and inevitably leads only to supposition and not definite evidence 
as to what Field's were producing. 

However, despite the lack of evidence as regards precisely 
what the company was producing at that time, their early records 
do contain a significant item which clearly informs us who their 
customers were. This is a small note book titled on the front 'Xmas 
Box Book', which contains hand written lists covering the period 
from December 1896 to the end of 1915. The listing includes their 
own office boy, the local postman and dustbin men, along with 
customers ranging from the local police department to the Great 
Northern Railway Company, The Midland Railway Company, The 
Canal Company and many more. The book makes fascinating 
reading, not only to discover who some of the firm's customers 
were, but also to see what the Field concern were giving in the way 
of gifts. This ranged from a few pennies in the case of an office boy 
to a silver cigarette case, turkeys and a box of cigars - a 
surprisingly long list for each year 

It seems that shortly after Martin brought his two sons into 
running the business, a further move to what were undoubtedly 
huger premises took place. This was from Godwin Street to 
Southgate, situated just around the corner with the firm's new base 
becoming Southgate Printing Works', and there they stayed until 
1930. The May 1905 arrangements did not last long. On the 191h of 
October, 1908, an extraordinary general meeting was held at the 
firm's premises in Southgate. This brought a further little twist to 
our story when the firm's name changed to Field, Sons & Ibbetson 
Ltd. M. Field & Sons Ltd. entered into an agreement with Mr 
Joseph Ibbetson, who joined the company as Managing Director. 
Mr Ibbetson was a director in the firm of Armitage & Ibbetson, who 
were at the time one of the largest lithographic printers in Europe 
and situated in large premises at the junction of Bolton Road and 
Stott Hill. Founded in 1848, the firm employed over 400 people by 
1893 and they had branches in London, Manchester and Belfast. 
Joseph lbbetson was one of three brothers running the concern by 
the time he was appointed Managing Director of Field's. The 
agreement with the firm included a clause whereby Joseph 
Ibbetson could still retain his shares within the firm of Armitage & 
Ibbelson. This further name change for the Field concern and the 
involvement of Mr Ibbetson in particular was undoubtedly a good 
move. 
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I 
Armitage & Ibbetson were known nation-wide and there is little 
doubt their expertise was second to none. Thankfully there are 
many existing examples of their work which highlight this, including 
a large number of printed souvenirs they produced at the time of 
the Bradford Exhibition in 1904, such as programmes, tickets and 
wonderful giant coloured posters to advertise the event. A 
particular speciality was the production of packaging, with one of 
their major customers being the firm of Heinz, therefore Joseph 
Ibbetson would most certainly have brought his experience within 
this area of printing to Field's. It is difficult to assess how the firm's 
work developed during the period of Joseph Ibbetson's 
involvement - which was relatively short-lived - with lack of firm 
evidence, but it seems more than likely that the packaging side of 
the business began to flourish. 

In August 1911, Joseph Ibbetson resigned from the board 
and the company name changed yet again, the new title being 
Field, Sons & Co. Ltd. There appears to be no evidence as to why 
Joseph Ibbetson ceased his involvement with the business after 
such a short time. Perhaps it was his intention to leave it to others 
following its firm establishment within the packaging manufacturing 
industry or possibly he may not have been able to work amicably 
with the two brothers, William and Edgar Field. This is pure 
supposition and there may well have been some other reason. The 
three year period of Joseph's stint as Managing Director did result 
in at least one new field of production and that was in postcards. It 
is probably the one area in which we have solid evidence, enabling 
us also to date at least some of the postcards the firm produced 
very accurately - rarely achieved generally. During the three years 
in which Joseph Ibbetson was involved, a series of advertising 
postcards were produced for the Shipley based Fletcher's Sauce 
Company. Fig.2, depicting a view of Fletcher's Sauce works on the 
front whilst the back has some interesting information within the 
stamp box. This has the Field, Sons & Ibbetson Ltd. name giving 
us clear evidence that the card, if not the subsequent series which 
appeared, were first printed between 1908 and 1911. Looking at 
fig.3, the cartoon on the front was very typical of several others 
known in this series, whilst the back has the name change in the 
stamp box, Field, Sons & Co. Ltd, obviously telling us the card was 
printed after August 1911. 
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Fig 2: Fletcher's Sauce Works, Shipley 

Fig 3: Postcard publicising Fletcher's Tomato Sauce. 
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Fig 4: A cartoon postcard featuring Fletcher's Gravy Salt 

The Fletchers' Sauce advertising cards appear to be part of 
a long series but it is difficult to tell as the cards were not 
numbered - however, you could class the humour as being bang 
up to date! Whether the art work was done in-house is not known. 
Another fascinating postcard produced about the same period is a 
giant card which measures 140mm x 220mm, a type of novelty 
produced in large numbers between about 1908 and 1912. It does 
not have any information about the Field Company on the back, 
but their name appears in minute font size in one corner of the 
front. The card depicts a number of different views of the Bingley 
area. It is probably unlikely that the firm developed much of a 
postcard market. 

When Joseph Ibbetson left the Field concern he appears to 
have formed his own company, as the 1912 Post Office Directory 
tells us of J. lbbetson & Co., printers, lithographers, folding box 
makers and show card manufacturers. His original company, 
Armitage & Ibbetson, may either have gone out of business or 
changed direction in what they were producing as the 1917 Kelly's 
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Directory has the name, Armitage & Ibbetson Syndicate Ltd, 
Christmas card manufacturers. In the first edition of the Master 
Printers Annual, published in 1920, the firm appears as Armitage & 
Ibbetson, Pattern Card Co., based in East Parade. 

No information seems to exist regarding the work carried out 
by Field's during the First World War. The company archive only 
includes a number of special resolutions voted on at board 
meetings between 1913 and 1920, with the most important relating 
to raising the level of capital by the issue of additional shares The 
resolutions in question raised the capital level from £15,000 to 
£75,000 between September, 1919, and May, 1920. 

Whilst previously the story of Field's has shown that they 
may have intended expanding into book production, little evidence 
exists of this having happened; the only known example within the 
writer's personal collection being Recollections of Henry Brady 
Priestman, written by his wife Alice. H. B. Priestman was a 
prominent figure in the local textile industry and became an 
important member of Bradford Council. He refused to be put 
forward as Lord Mayor on more than one occasion, but did serve 
as Deputy Lord Mayor during 1911. It appears that the only reason 
why this superbly printed book was produced by Field's was 
because Edgar Field became a close family friend of the 
Priestmans. The book is also the only evidence so far regarding 
what the firm produced during the First World War, as the 
publication date appears to be 1918. 

A slight digression from our story is perhaps worth noting 
here which refers to wages paid to employees within the printing 
industry of Bradford by the end of the First World War. This is a 
complicated subject too involved to go into detail here. Basically 
the whole nation was split into 'grades', with 'grade one' being the 
highest paid and 'grade three' the lowest for master lithographic 
printers - typographical printers were divided into six 'grades'. In 
1920 Bradford was in 'grade one' for lithographic printers, who 
were paid eighty two shillings and sixpence per week for about 44 
hours work. Back in Martin Field's day, he seems to have become 
a thorn in the side of the local typographical society for not 
agreeing to pay workers a rise to twenty eight shillings on the 
grounds that this was not yet general in the town. His workers had 
to accept twenty-seven shillings instead - this being during 1871 - 

after having gone on strike for the higher pay. Workers then did 
well over 50 hours per week. The typographical society clashed 
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with Martin Field again in 1888 when they opposed his election to 
the local school board as he was looked on as an 'unfair' employer. 

On the 141h of August, 1921, William Taylor Field died at the 
age of 59 in Bournemouth. Whether he had retired by then or 
suffered some illness is not known. He left the not inconsiderable 
sum of £5,566. is. 2d., which almost a century later is the 
equivalent of almost a quarter of a million pounds. Edgar, the 
younger son of Martin, passed away sometime during the latter 
half of 1946 at the age of 79. The death of Edgar appears to have 
ended the family's connection with the company. During that 25 
year period between the deaths of the two brothers Field's gained 
a national reputation in the production of packaging, particularly 
within the tobacco and confectionery industries. This growth was 
mainly through the efforts of Edgar who had the drive to expand 
the company and open up new markets. 

Fig 5: Scott Works at Lidget Green 

By far the most important development during that period 
was in 1930 with a move to much larger premises from Southgate 
to Lidget Green when they took over premises previously occupied 
by the Scott Autocar Co. Ltd., at the junction of Clayton Road and 
Hollingwood Lane. There is evidence that the site was actually 
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purchased in 1926 but not occupied until four years later. Even 
when Field's established themselves in the premises the site 
continued to be known as Scott Works. Prior to the move the 
Southgate site was not the only premises occupied by the 
company as further sites were operated at 64 Thornton Road - 

literally next door to their then headquarters - and also in Broom 
Street close to Wakefield Road. Obviously the move meant that all 
their processes were brought under one roof. A further significant 
development was in 1929, when the company was floated on the 
stock exchange. 

Again nothing is known about the firm's work during the 
Second World War, apart from their engineering department which 
was by then quite substantial. Originally created in 1918, by the 
1940s the department employed around thirty men. During the war 
they produced small gun parts, 97 lb. shells, 500 lb. bomb tails, 
bren gun hubs, aircraft control parts and special parts for radar 
systems. Just as important was the development by this 
department of a number of very sophisticated printing machines 
specific to the production of cartons and packaging generally. 

In 1950, the company produced a 34 page booklet 
celebrating their centenary, which was slightly incorrect as the 
firm's own records show that it did not start until the Firth & Field 
Partnership in 1852. However, although short on text with no 
information about their history, it does contain a large number of 
images depicting most of the departments within the printing and 
manufacturing processes. The company continued to expand into 
a number of different markets to add to their well established areas 
of the confectionery and tobacco industries. This was to include 
cosmetics and whisky - with the latter involving the eventual 
opening of manufacturing sites at Broxburn to the west of 
Edinburgh and East Kilbride to the south of Glasgow. Further 
production plants opened in Newcastle upon Tyne, Nottingham, 
Portsmouth and Thatcham in Berkshire, plus offices in London. 
With the growth of the company its registered office moved from 
the Lidget Green site to Old Amersham in Buckinghamshire. 

Prior to much of the above happening the company 
continued to expand throughout the 1950s and early 1960s, but 
with their long established stock exchange listing they became a 
target for take over by bigger players within the printing industry. 
The huge Reed International eventually made a successful take 
over bid during 1964, but strangely enough they retained the Field, 
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Sons & Co. Ltd. name. Generally speaking this appears to have 
been good for Field's as by 1975 a large investment resulted in the 
construction of a huge warehouse on the opposite side of 
Hollingwood Lane to their Scott Works, It housed 10,000 racking 
spaces along with special products such as Cadbury's Drinking 
Chocolate packaging and whisky bottle tubes, with movement 
between the main works through a tunnel beneath Hollingwood 
Lane. 

The involvement of Reed International continued until 1988, 
when a management buyout took place under the general title of 
Reedpack. This arrangement lasted a mere two years when the 
Swedish group SCA took control, which was a very short lived 
period of only a year - the take over raised SCA debt burden to 
around a billion pounds. A private management buyout then took 
place, involving around 600 of the staff - which amounted to about 
a third of the workforce - investing money into the buyout from the 
Swedish group. Much of this was occurring during a general 
downturn in the package printing industry and it did not bode well 
for Field's. Nevertheless, the arrangement brought some success 
and lasted until April 1993. The Field Group as a whole was then 
floated on the stock exchange with a market price of £150 million 
attached to it. At that time they were judged to have nearly 15% of 
the carton production market in this country. They were also joint 
market leader in packaging production for the tobacco and 
confectionery industries. By the 1980s and 1990s the output at the 
main Lidget Green manufacturing site was vast, with machines 
capable of producing seven million cigarette packets per day. Raw 
material to finished product ready for delivery being about sixty 
seconds for a cigarette packet! That plus the thousands upon 
thousands of toothpaste packets, chocolate boxes, and a 
bewildering array of other packaging meant that they were certainly 
leaders in their field - although they had something like two 
hundred competitors barking at their heels. 

Market floatation in 1993 brought further suitors eager to 
take over the group. In January 1999, two offers came their way, 
beginning with the United States rival Chesapeake offering a 
market price of £194 million. There followed a battle with 
Shorewood Packaging, another giant American concern, coming 
up with a bid of £212 million. However by the middle of February, 
Chesapeake won the day with a bid of 360p per share - topping 
Shorewood's bid of 350p. Sadly, this relatively long ownership of 
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the Field Group by the American concern appears not to have 
been a wild success. Chesapeake had actually formed a joint 
venture with Weidenhammer Packaging in order to gain control of 
the Field Group. Soon after the 1999 takeover, the Field Group 
name disappeared and it simply became re-titled as Chesapeake. 
The name change did little for them and in fact the Chesapeake 
parent company got into financial difficulties, resulting in the 
Weidenhammer Group taking total control in 2008. 

This group has its roots in Hockenheim, Germany, but has 
sites based throughout Europe. With the help of Bradford Council 
they decided to invest in a new 26,000 square metre factory at 
Buttershaw, close to Field's Scott Works at Lidget Green. The 
factory is a state of the art manufacturing plant for the production of 
composite cans, whose customers include Cadbury, United 
Biscuits and Nestle. Production began in August 2011, but almost 
at the same time it appears that the old Scott Works, headquarters 
of Field's for so many years, was in the process of being run down, 
although the Hollingwood Lane warehouse site is still very much 
part of the business. It is to be hoped that this new development in 
the company's history proves to be successful and we can only 
wish it well. 
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ALEX KEIGHLEY, HON. F.R.P.S. (1861.1947) 
A PIONEER OF THE PICTORIAL MOVEMENT IN 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

By Ray Vintner 

Ever since the early days of photography, the relationship between 
photography and art has been turbulent, with artists proclaiming 
their dominance over photography and dismissing it as mere 
scientific dabbling. At the same time they were conscious of an 
underlying trend that could threaten their living. Thus within 
photography there developed an aesthetic movement known as 
Pictorialism. 

This developed as the retouching of photographs became 
acceptable. Being able to remove spots and scars in portraits 
provided enhanced beauty and dignity, making the portrait 
photographer popular, especially with the upper middle classes, 
and hence making such a business financially viable. However, 
retouching landscapes was frowned upon as false depictions of the 
truth. 

Lantern slide glass positives played a crucial part in the 
retouching process: the daubing or painting of lantern slides to 
enhance the visual appeal of a landscape provided the pictorial 
photographer with the link needed to progress towards 
Impressionism, thereby giving the retouching process acceptability 
within landscapes as well as portraits. Pictorialism could now 
encompass the two, and lantern slide evenings became very 
popular through the depictions of the idyllic, almost veering 
towards High Art composition. 

The Early Years 
Alexander Keighley (1861-1947), from the industrial town of 
Keighley, was determined to achieve pictorial recognition by 
applying these new techniques to his own romantic notions. Such 
notions were linked to his genuine feelings for nature: the geology, 
botany and the tranquil landscape within the Aire Valley. As he 
roamed the hills and dales he had a strong desire to capture the 
idyllic and harmonious in nature through photography. 

To spread the gospel of Pictorialism throughout Yorkshire, 
Alexander Keighley (known by his close friends as AK.) had to 
operate from a dominant position. He achieved this by gathering 
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together an intimate circle of friends such as Thomas Heaps, Ellis 
Myers, John Gill and Arthur Haggas. In January 1889, this group 
motivated by similar artistic intentions, founded the Keighley and 
District Photographic Association (KDPA). Its formation acted as a 
springboard for Alex Keighley's aesthetic inclinations, and from 
here the inspiration for his romantic masterpieces began to 
materialise. 

To create a fine art photograph, A.K. introduced every 
method and technique possible. From a standard whole-plate 
positive he rubbed on various dyes to give depth to the work and 
used white paint, chalk and pencil to enhance aerial perspective 
and tonal quality. From this positive a 16" x 20" glass negative was 
made and again 'worked up' to give further atmospheric effect. 
This method of working served to highlight the symbolism and his 
subjective feelings through the photographic medium. Many 
photographs were enlarged for exhibition purposes to resemble the 
overpowering effect of large paintings and to give an air of 
authenticity. 

Whereas A.K. mainly used sky negatives in a combined 
print, another pioneer, H.P. Robinson worked on a multitude of 
negatives, incorporating up to nine in some prints. Robinson used 
this technique mainly because he usually sketched his landscapes 
or interiors as the initial blueprint for the final photograph; he 
therefore had to use various costumed models and a variety of 
landscapes and skies to re-create his initial sketch. He therefore 
became a master technician in combination printing. 

Although the Whitby photographer Frank Meadow Sutcliffe 
(1853-1941) also worked on large prints, he was much more of a 
purist than AK., preferring to capture the atmosphere of the 
moment: the prowling sea mists, early morning calm, and the sun 
drenched cobbles after an evening shower. Through an alert 
disposition his concepts were to portray the truth and not to rely on 
contrived methods. 

A.K.'s thoughts on pictorial photography lie somewhere 
between naturalism and expressionism. His early works dating 
from 1886 to 1896 are certainly classically inspired, yet in terms of 
photographic technique they conform to the naturalist rule-book. 
Popular fascination with rusticity and piety prevailed, which 
enhanced the mythical ideal of tranquil nature. The genre had to 
comply with a composite dress code, with peasantry garb 
somehow linked to the Pictorial rulebook. 
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The notion that peasants were in some way connected with 
an aesthetically pleasing result lies deep in Victorian values 
relating to the pathetic narrative, where woe and sorrow helped to 
portray an image of sombre majesty. Such practices can be seen 
in Children of the City (1889), where A.K. uses the local peasantry 
to create an allegorical masterpiece.(Figure 1) 

Fig 1: Children of the City (1889) Platinum. Alexander Keighley 

The two young boys huddled together against a wall are 
typically stage managed, even down to their ripped trousers and 
torn shirt, nevertheless they represent a neat harmonious unit, 
placed slightly off centre to promote an aesthetic realization. The 
unsold matches represent degradation while the broom leaning by 
the doorway symbolises the work ethic; the moral being that hard 
work brings just rewards. The broom also serves in an aesthetic 
way by breaking the line of perspective and stopping the eye from 
veering to the right. Overall, the photograph portrays peace and 
repose as well as neglect. 

Of course neglect and depravity were rife in Yorkshire 
woollen towns; in the 19th century the failings of a society 
embedded within an industrial strife were beginning to take a 
heavy toll. The gap between the wealthy upper-middle classes and 
the working classes was indeed wide. Airedale and Calderdale in 
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particular had been thrown into purgatory; if beauty existed on the 
silent blissful hillsides in Yorkshire there was a dramatic contrast to 
the hell found in the towns and cities. 

Certainly, Bradford, the wool capital of Britain, languished 
under semi-permanent yellow smog caused by the incessant 
smoke from hundreds of mill chimneys. Obviously the pollution was 
the result of a large labour force concentrated in one specific area, 
increasing productivity leading to the mass-produced article. 

However, education for the underprivileged was a policy not 
to be ignored. The Keighley Trade and Grammar School, later 
known as the Mechanics' Institute, maintained a policy of equality, 
efficiency and discipline throughout. Furthermore, local people 
were encouraged to use the facilities within the Mechanics' 
Institute for recreational purposes, such as photography and the 
yearly conversaziones or general meetings. The instigator 
responsible for such philanthropic ideas was Sir Swire Smith of 
Keighley, a man keen to promote Bradford and Keighley Institutes 
in his quest for diligence and excellence in local training. Swire 
Smith put into action new and revolutionary ideas relating to trade 
and industry learnt from his travels in Europe and America. He 
believed in a utopian ideal of synchronised harmony, similar to the 
one adopted by the Ecole des Beaux Art in Paris, and held staunch 
democratic values on equality whereby students could progress to 
higher levels regardless of class distinction, and the 
underprivileged, if progressing satisfactorily, had certain monetary 
incentives. 

By 1870, the Keighley Trade and Grammar School, situated 
on the corner of North Street and Cavendish Street, had been 
extensively altered, due entirely to Swire Smith's influence in local 
council matters. This enabled the South Kensington authorities to 
recognise it as a properly constituted School of Art; students from 
the Institute could therefore be sent to South Kensington for a 
period of further study. 

A.K. had first enrolled at the Trade and Grammar School in 
1874, at thirteen years of age, and passed many exams. He often 
accompanied his father, Joseph, on his weekly trips to the Bradford 
Wool Exchange, gaining valuable knowledge and insight, not only 
in city trading and dealing, but also in art knowledge, by paying 
regular visits to the Bradford Library in Darley Street. He became 
acquainted with Mr Butler Wood, the chief librarian, who regularly 
exhibited works by local artists. This gave A.K. the impetus to 
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begin drawing and painting, prior to his thoughts on photography. 
The weekly trips with his father to the Wool Exchange enabled A.K. 
to make frequent visits to the Bradford Photographic Society 
headquarters, and it therefore seemed a logical step for him to 
become a member, since at that time, 1883, the Society proved to 
be the only one available within a ten mile radius of Keighley. 

A.K. had succumbed to the laws of artistic interpretation and 
therefore pursued the rules of photography to enhance pastorality. 
These rules were fraught with danger; many governed by 
possession and wealth: the owner surveying his property, the 
ideology of a prescribed landscape, and the solemnity relating to 
poverty. The regulations laid down had to be adhered to otherwise 
the rendering of aesthetic appeal would become redundant. In 
artistic terms A K. was set to follow such rules and become a 
painter; however he lacked skills of a true art academician. 
Therefore his sole purpose was to promote High Art Photography 
to the dizzy heights of a painterly masterpiece. To this aim he 
worked with undiminished enthusiasm for most of his life. However, 
to achieve this, A.K. had to swing the general photographing 
populace away from the clinical and the bland into the realms of 
impressionism. 

In 1889, A.K. formed the Keighley and District Photographic 
Association (KDPA), keen to pursue his quest to highlight 
impressionism within photography, thereby bringing Yorkshire into 
favourable contention with the London Pictorial workers. The 
driving force behind the KDPA was the wish to extol nature and the 
depiction of life within such rural surroundings. The spark needed 
to trigger these ideals lay in weekly rambles in the spring and 
summer months of each year. Their first photographic excursion 
took place in May 1889, and consisted of a trek from Keighley to 
Beck Foot, Bingley, via the Druids Altar. Owing to bad weather only 
three members turned up. Ellis Myers print of Beck Foot Bridge 
was thought to be worthy of inclusion into the first KDPA album of 
best prints. The eagerly awaited longer daylight hours prompted 
various members to organise local rambles. E-lolmehouse Wood, 
leading to Newsholm Dean was a favourite. This is a pleasant 
wooded valley where the rapid waters of Worth Beck meander 
through the hamlet of Goose Eye, once dominated by a single 
paper mill, eventually reaching Keighley at Dam Side. 
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Because of the tension within the Photographic Society of 
Great Britain, the Northern societies had felt it necessary to take 
stock and to counteract the mounting uncertainty escalating in 
certain photographic circles around 1891. Leeds Museum and Art 
Gallery in particular brought photography into its programme of 
events by announcing an International Photographic Exhibition to 
run from December 1891 until January 1892 in collaboration with 
the Fine Art Committee and members of the Leeds Photographic 
Society. 

At Leeds, A.K. submitted fifteen platinum prints and one 
bromide enlargement, but most failed to reach the expectations of 
the new school of thought. 

The High Hall and Pictorial Fulfillment 
Increased wealth enabled the family to move from Flosh 

House in Spring Gardens Lane, Keighley, to larger premises in the 
nearby countryside, and from 1897 onwards all activities were to 
be coordinated from his new residence, the High Hall at Steeton. 
The hall and gardens were to become an inner sanctum where 
escapes to far off lands could be mapped out, and from here the 
final developments of A.K.'s exhibition prints would be worked up' 
in his studio. 

In the summer of 1897 about one hundred members 
gathered at the High Hall, Steeton, for their annual summer outing 
at the invitation of AK., who was the acting President of both the 
Bradford and Keighley Photographic Societies. The group 
eventually arrived at the High Hall where tea was served under the 
beeches in the evening light. Before leaving, the guests posed for 
a group photograph. The Rev. W.H. Eastlake and Mr. J.W. 
Laycock thanked AK., Mr. Keighley (senior) and the misses 
Keighley for their hospitality; this was followed by a rendition of For 
he's a jolly good fellow.' 

After the move from Keighley to Steeton, A.K.'s Pictorial 
renditions seemed to acquire a new urgency, this in turn 
transformed his renewed outlook in Pictorial Impressionism, which 
finally began to materialise in 1898 at a major exhibition. The 
Yorkshire Photographic Exhibition, held at the Bradford Library and 
Art Gallery in Darley Street between November 1898 and January 
1899, eventually led to the formation of the Yorkshire Photographic 
Union. It began with the idea of an affiliated body of Northerners 
dedicated to forming an amalgamated union which would hopefully 
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link exhibitions and lectures throughout Yorkshire to a common 
ideal; that of upholding a standard of excellence, strength in 
numbers, and a recognition for the Yorkshire photographic 
societies. 

The print My Lady's Garden (1898) in exhibited at the Royal 
Photographic Society, could be considered one of A.K.'s first major 
successes, along with The Passing Bell (1900).(Figure 2) 

Fig 2: The Passing Bell (1900) Carbon. Alexander Keighley 

This composite print uses two negatives, the foreground 
depicting the tableau-vivant awkwardness of a staged grouping 
and the background negative highlights the steeple at St. 
Stephen's Church through the trees. The setting for the photograph 
is the High Hall gardens at Steeton known as the Old World 
Garden and was taken within the second inner walled enclosure 
close to the Hall itself; behind the posed grouping stands the old 
yew tree, which is said to be over five hundred years old. It is 

- 109-



rumoured that the eight men of Steeton who fought at the Battle of 
Flodden Field in 1513 cut their bows from this very tree. 

This print is based on the sombre Victorian narrative of the 
bell which tolled in a slow rhythmic beat to salute the passing away 
of a local inhabitant, hence the significance of the Passing Bell; the 
old lady who points towards the church steeple has obviously been 
well rehearsed. 

These garden prints were a stepping stone to greater things: A.K. 
was simultaneously preparing exhibition prints to be shown in 
London and in various salons throughout Europe and America, and 
from 1901 to 1910 he produced the most pictorially rewarding 
photographs of his career. By 1900 he had become a fully fledged 
member of the Linked Ring Brotherhood, a group of dedicated 
Pictorialists. 

Fig 3: The White Sail (1901) platinum. Alexander Keighley 
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Indeed, The White Sail (1901) and Grace Before Meat 
(1901) are two of his finest prints. The White Sail (Figure 3), 
resplendent in its warm brown carbon finish appears to radiate the 
magnificence of a large oil painting. Furthermore, the print is 
heightened by the harmonious curve of the harbour wall and the 
curious winched sail: the mast of the keeled lugger leans to the 
centre forming a cross in the process, thus, the impressionist 
image encapsulates the timeless restraint of a Holy Land port in 
the time of Christ. The White Sail is a success simply because the 
dewed sail entices the viewer into the picture, acting as an open 
curtain to the vista beyond; without this small item the print would 
have failed to leave a lasting impression. 

The Victorian sentimentality of Grace Before Meat (Figure 
4), exhibited in 1901, is instilled by a dark sombre representation of 
devout piety in a humble setting and captures the stillness and 
remorsefulness that can be witnessed in many of Joseph Israel's 
paintings. The girl sits in a darkened room, clutching a bowl in 
silence, with only the daylight to enhance her wilted form within the 
shadows. She waits for deliverance. 

Fig 4: Grace Before Meat (1901) platinum. Alexander Keighley 

In April 1904, the new Museum and Art Gallery, which had 
previously been housed in Darley Street, was officially opened in 
Lister Park, Bradford, and known as the Cartwright Memorial Hall. 
Named after Edmund Cartwright, the inventor of the power loom, it 



was purposely built to house Bradford's treasures and to highlight 
the city's growing prosperity brought about by the expansion of the 
worsted woollen industry. It is interesting to note that the 
foundation stone came from Bolton Woods quarry, situated to the 
west of Bradford. There are four large stone figures round the base 
of the tower at the Hall, representing Abundance, Commerce, 
Spinning and Fortitude. 

Spinning is particularly interesting: the angelic woman 
clutching a distaff and web at an acute angle stands tall, her body 
draped in flowing garb. This statue could have been the inspiration 
for AK's carbon print The Shepherdess (1905) (Figure 5). Taken 
on the hillside near Malham Cove, it depicts the figure of a woman 
on a lonely hillside. The distaff is portrayed as a triumphal banner 
held at arms length at an angle from the waist. 

Fig 5: The Shepherdess (1905) Carbon. Alexander Keighley 
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After the demise of the Linked Ring, A.K. had the freedom to 
indulge in both the quasi-documentary and the Pictorial within the 
Photographic Salon and the Royal Photographic Society, adopting 
a more relaxed stance. For instance, The Village Fair (1912) was 
taken in a field close to the River Aire bridge at Steeton. A.K. loved 
local gatherings on home territory, photographing the villagers he 
knew. The Village Fair captured in sunlit tranquility, was a decisive 
image that served as a dual pictorial document. 

In a discussion I had with the late Miss Carrie Holmes of 
Steeton, she gave an interesting account of High Hall: 

My dad took me to the High Hall in 1930, it was one of his 
[AK's] open garden days and we saw some of his paintings 
and photographs. His darkroom was by the old stables and 
up stone steps near the kitchen door was his small studio, 
where he sold some of his photographs and paintings. I can 
remember being frightened because it was rather dark and 
mysterious in that room. There was a big enlarger in the 
stables and an opening in the roof with a cap on. 

We then walked down to the village show near the 
River Aire Bridge; there were home-made cakes and jams 
and a fair. Alex used to hang his prints in the exhibition tent 
but they kept peeling off the boards; this is where The 
Village Fair (1912), was taken, the photograph is really a 
document of village life in Steeton and the good times we 
spent on our days off. 

Another local print, Sunshine and Shadow (1937), also 
served a dual purpose, in representing a tranquil summer's day 
with sunlight cascading through the beeches and children at 
contented play, A.K.'s favourite Pictorial subject matter. Besides 
depicting rural bliss, however, the photograph was also intended to 
be viewed as a document. The print focuses on a German seventy-
seven millimetre First World War field gun placed on a concrete 
plinth in the village park at Steeton, close to St. Stephen's Church. 
The gun was positioned in the newly created park to serve as a 
captured trophy, but the local folk disliked it. 

A.K.'s continuing superiority as a Pictorial Impressionist is 
evident in Narcissus, also known as The Sun Bath (1927) (Figure 
6). This dark brooding carbon print is an epitaph to solitude and 
was exhibited at the London Salon. The light flickers through a 
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shaded glade casting ominous shadows across a wooded outcrop 
hidden in some lonely dell. In this eerie stillness, a stooping figure 
gazes into a cavernous .001 half hidden by flecked sunli.ht 

Fig 6: Narcissus (1927) Carbon. Alexander Keighley 

The Pictorialists quest for print satisfaction was to treat each 
photograph as a craft-orientated formula of experiments and 
doctrines. This was an essential link with the finished product and 
generated a fierce workshop pride relating to various tested 
methods in mastering perfection. The photography rulebook 
adhered to the artistic arrangement of a picture and had to conform 
to the aesthetically pleasing view arranged almost graphically; for 
instance, a person or a village church had to be asymmetrical 
within the composition, placed slightly off the centre of vision, 
horizontally, and slightly above or below the eye level vertically, 
even a tree had to conform and lean in or bow towards the centre. 

These perspective rules were thought to be a recipe for the 
Picturesque; a photograph could therefore be mathematically 
drawn and designed beforehand by adopting the Renaissance 
ideals of the golden mean or golden section, whereby objects 
within a painting were thought to possess divinity if placed on the 
ideal mathematical grid. By traversing the fields of classical 
ideology the Pictorialists could express artistically Platonic 
idealism. 

These powerful photographs could be very large and 
created an air of dark foreboding, tinged with sadness. Even their 
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cityscapes were drowned in dank mist to create a sombre 
mysticism; this approach to promote the expressionist image 
enabled the Pictorialists to achieve a powerful majestic image 
relating to the Victorian passion for doomed melancholia, and 
indeed they wallowed in such delusions which, to them, reflected 
the grand order of romantic magnificence; it therefore 
encompassed genre and landscape in a pietistic mystical embrace. 

But the principle attitude towards Pictorial photography in 
Yorkshire had to incorporate purity and grandeur in strict 
accordance with religious doctrines. Bradford artists James Lobley 
(1828-1888) and Bertram Priestman (1868-1952) typified the 
religious poetic approach practiced by artists in the nineteenth 
century. Lobley, in particular, often captured the feeling of 
sympathy and over-powering remorse in his oils. 

After 1927, A.K. began to take a less demanding role in the 
affairs of the KDPA. After steering the embryonic society towards 
Pictorial acceptance he was to spend more time observing from 
afar whilst travelling in Europe and the Far East. Although still 
continuing to exhibit with the KDPA, his main concerns would be 
the two annual exhibitions in London, the Royal Photographic 
Society and the London Salon. 

The farewells 
In June, 1933, A.K. celebrated his Golden Jubilee, commemorating 
fifty years of photography at the Bradford Photographic Society. In 
his honour the society held a whist drive and dance at Bradford Art 
College, where A.K. accepted a framed photograph of himself, 
presented by Mr. Walter Scott who came to Bradford in 1905 from 
the London photographic firm of Elliot and Fry, and started his own 
business in the city. 

Ten years later A.K. celebrated his Diamond Jubilee in 
recognition of sixty years in photography: a one-man exhibition at 
Cartwright Hall, Bradford, was organized by the Yorkshire 
Photographic Union (YPU) and, at the age of eighty-three, this was 
to be the culmination of his pictorial career. The official opening 
took place on Saturday, 17th July, 1943. Mr F. J. Mortimer was 
present on behalf of the London School of Photography and a 
large contingent of the YPU paid tribute to their long -tanding 
president of twenty-two years. 

In August 1947, AK., although very weak, managed to 
acknowledge the rapturous strains of the Steeton Glee Union who 
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sang under his window at High Hall. Later that year, at the age of 
eighty-six, he passed away peacefully after a long battle with 
influenza. 

A.K. and his wife Lily are buried together in Steeton 
Cemetery, situated to the west of the High Hall grounds and 
providing a sense of stillness and quietude broken only by the 
westerly breeze. Within the grounds there are still glimpses of his 
beloved Old World Garden' to be seen: the gaunt beeches still 
guard the east gate, and to the south of High Hall, near St. 
Stephen's Church, the rhododendrons are growing in abundance. 
Alas, the orchard and the lines of poplars to the west have 
disappeared, and the sundial has vanished. However, the five-
hundred year old yew tree and the old dovecot still remain. They 
stand as a memorial to an era long gone; a fitting epitaph for a man 
who pioneered photographic Pictorialism. 

Although A.K. belonged to an idealised age of stern and 
didactic photographic principles and truths, his photographs 
reflected an atmosphere of poetic enchantment; although vague 
and remote they possessed a certain mystical characteristic that 
seemed to transcend everyday thought. 

Today, aesthetic values are more relaxed, but the 
bewildered public still prefer 'safe art'; the manufactured landscape 
is now mass-produced for those who haven't the time to 'see'. 
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This piece of work is related to ongoing research into the life and 
works of Alex Keighley, with the forthcoming release of a book 
incorporating the Pictorial movement in photography. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Thornton Through Time by Alan Whitworth 

Stroud: Amberley Publishing, 2011. 96pp. ISBN: 978 1 4456 0628 

6. £14.99 

Egypt, The Walls of Jerico, Moscow, Paris, World's End, and 
the Maggotorium! Welcome to Thornton! This book by local historian 

Alan Whitworth is an addition to Amberley Publishing's popular 
'Through Time' series. 180 photographs with informative captions 

trace some of the many ways in which Thornton has changed and 

developed over the last century. A one-time resident and author of 

three books on Thornton, Alan even opened a local village museum. 

After a brief historical introduction, the book consists of a series of 

photographs with informative captions. Generally, the photographs 

are paired, with an early sepia photograph followed by a recent one 

in colour, often of the same location. Without exception the images 

are of excellent quality and the captions give good historical detail 

(although I think the author could have supplied more dates). A 

scattering of personal comments add value: 'I was saddened to see 

the Sun Inn in now closed, as I drank here regularly'; and the Annual 

Whit Walk 'in which I took part annually'. 

A good range of places and topics are covered. The role of 

Patrick Brontë is given (the Bell Chapel and the Brontë birthplace at 

74 Market Street), the coal and fireclay industry, the quarries, the 

graveyards, the viaduct, the Mechanics' Institute, schools, even the 

maggot trade! 

Excellent though the Through Time series is, I do have 

reservations. The book has no bibliography or suggestions for 

further reading; there are no maps to help newcomers and visitors to 

the area (residents as well, I suspect); and no sources or credits or 

dates for the photographs are given. I don't blame the author for this 

since I believe it to be the publisher's style, but it does mean that the 
value of the book to a historian is thereby limited. Review by 

Bob Duckett 
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Waste Matters: Faces from a Yorkshire Textile Mill, by Roger 

Davy. 

Published by Caroline Brannigen (1 Atkinson Avenue, Richmond, 

North Yorkshire; www.carolinebrannigan.com) 175 pages. ISBN: 

978-0-9562965-6-6. £12.00 

The full sub-title of this book is: Faces from a Yorkshire 

Textile Mill still run by one family after more than a century. The mill 

is the Bradford Waste Pulling Company and the family is the Davy 

family. The author's grandfather and his two brothers set up the 

company in 1895 and over the last century all kinds of fascinating 

characters have been on t'waste pullin'. And in case anyone is 

misled in thinking that 'waste' refers to shoddy, reclaimed used 

clothing etc., the 'waste' referred to in this book is the unused by-

products of textile manufacture. These are collected and re-

processed into, for example, cloth for covering tennis balls, felt for 

piano keys, surgical felts, even for packing into the axle boxes of the 

Flying Scotsman! 

Davy captures the story not only of a family business but of 

the workers and their stories. There are also accounts of customers, 

many of whose names have disappeared into the history of Britain's 

textile industry: Reinhard 1-lensal of Bradford; William Playne & Co 

Ltd. of Stroud; Ely Garnett & Sons Ltd. of Elland, and E V Naish Ltd. 

of Wilton, Salisbury. Also some of the firm's Bradford competitors 

are covered such as the City Waste Pulling Co.; A S Whitehead 

Co.; Frank Monkman Ltd.; and Kessler & Co. on Canal Road. 
Bradford itself is vividly brought back to life: 

It is difficult now to realise just how different Bradford was only half  

century or so ago. Even in my teenage years in the 1950s, a few 

horse-drawn wagons still carried jute wool bales through the busy, 

grubby streets. In every season there was always the lingering smell 

of smoky sulphur fumes in the air from the many high mill chimneys 

and of comforting wool grease from the scouring and spinning mills. 
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Experience the physical mill culture; the 'Dickensian scenes of noise 

and steam, real industry and practical skills': 

The warm comforting smell of the wash-house comes back to me, 

as does the sight of the solid lumps of grease on the floor which 

accumulated over many months until they were scraped away. 
Before this annual chore, the wooden boxes would bump and jolt 

along as John Knight wheeled away another load of scoured wool 

from the dryer. 

The high-pitched bubbling noise and the steam from the 

separate tanks which boiled up soapflakes and alkali before the 

brown liquid was pumped into the scouring bowls. The metal 

harrows of the bowls which creaked and vibrated as they pushed the 

sodden wool through the hot soapy water and on to the mighty 

sliver-covered squeeze rollers... 

For machine buffs there are photos of Garnett machines, a French 

'Laroche' pre-opening machine, and an Italian FOR carding machine. 

For the textile illiterate there is an excellent Glossary where we learn 

about 'doffers', 'flights', 'garneting' and 'thrums'. We learn of the 

difficulty of reclaiming highly flammable synthetic fibres such as 

viscose; of how the Tiananmen Square massacre and heaters in cars 

both resulted in a loss of trade; of the complacency of Bradford 

manufacturers during the good years; the effects of trade slumps; and 
how a customer's cat shed grey hairs on an otherwise pristine white 

product! 

The Davy Group continues, however, even if 'the natural fibre 

trade with which I was most familiar is virtually at an end and now 

my nephews Andrew and Mark are processing and merchanting 

synthetic fibres such as para-aramids and meta-aramids for use in 

motor clutches, brake linings, protective fireman's uniforms and the 

sails of ocean-going yachts'. 

This is a warming account of a successful Bradford textile 

firm, of a family-run business, and a slice of industrial Bradford 

history. A most enjoyable read. Review by Bob Duckett 
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The Land Acquisitions of Titus Salt in Shipley and Baildon, by 

Ian Watson (68 Wycliffe Gardens, Shipley BD18 3NH) 

Published by the Author, 2011. 42 pp. £2.00 

The author lives in Shipley and was a founder member of the 

Shipley History Society in 1983, so has long been interested in 

Shipley and Saltaire. Retirement has allowed him to spend more 

time on historical research, and this is reflected in the detail of the 

work and the travelling Ian has undertaken in the pursuit of relevant 

sources. 

In 1850 Titus Salt, with architects Lockwood and Mawson, 

started planning the new Community of Saltaire. It was envisaged 

that land would be bought on both sides of the River Aire. The most 

surprising feature is how much land Salt purchased in Saltaire and 

Baildon, well beyond that needed for Saltaire village. Clearly the 

land could have been an investment, or part of a plan for an 

extended village. Titus Salt continued to buy and sell land to the end 

of his life. 

This is a very readable book, with good illustrations and 

should be of interest to many people. Review by Stuart Main 

(Baildon Local History Group) 

When Bradford Rocked: The Who's Who of Bradford's Rock & 

Roll Years, 1954-1966, by Derek A. J. Lister. Bankhouse Books, 

2012. xxviii + 397 pp. £30.00 ISBN 978 1 904408 994. 

Thank goodness for Derek Lister? Compared with what's on 

offer in the bookshops in Halifax, Huddersfield and Leeds, Bradford 

does poorly on local history publishing, but without Derek's 

contribution, it would be very poor indeed. When Bradford Rocked is 

Derek's fourth book, and here he returns to his first love, the 

Bradford music scene of the late fifties and early sixties. Bradford's 

Rock n Roll, his first book, was published in 1991. This was 

followed by Bradford's Own in 2004 in which 119 Bradford 

celebrities were profiled, and then, four years later, an account of 
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Derek's own Bradford childhood, growing up in the 1940s and '50s: 

Bradford Born and Bred. 
Whereas Bradford's Rock 'n' Roll chronicled Derek's 

colourful life as a disc jockey in Bradford, meeting a wide variety of 

internationally famous rock stars and celebrities, this book, When 
Bradford Rocked, is a definitive account of all the local rock groups 

who were part of the 'Bradford sound' and the Bradford background 

in which they operated. The book starts with chapters on the 

Bradford of 50s and 60s, covering the shops and coffee bars, the 

dance halls, the teen fashions and the teddy boys. The developing 

music scene is covered, with good detail on the radio and TV 

programmes that featured popular music (remember listening to 

Radio Luxembourg?), shops where music and instruments could be 

bought, and personalities such as the dance hall managers, the 

newspaper reporters, and the doormen. Two guest-authored 

chapters are worth mentioning: Linda Wilkinson's on her memories 

of growing up and taking part in the music scene, and Geoff Chew's 

account of 'the kit', of the guitars, amplifiers and sound systems of 

the time - many home made! 

The major part of the book is biographical directory of 

seventy-four groups and personalities of the decade. From the 789 

Skiffle Group, Alan Knight and the Chessmen, and The Beat Squad, 

to The Tuxedos, Vince Wayne and The Falcons, and The 

Wingbeats, we are treated to a exuberant celebration of the 

'Bradford Sound'. Dates of formation and dissolution of the groups 

are noted, changes of name, members of the group with brief 

profiles, and their distinctive character. Many achieved national 

recognition, appearing on television, playing at Butlins, and even 

venturing to Germany. Interspersed with the groups are several 
individuals who merit special attention, such as guitarist Richard 

Harding, impresario Garth Cawood, vocalist Sandra Day, songwriter 
Sammy King, and, of course, Pauline Matthews, better known as 

Kiki Dee (who also wrote the book's Foreword). The book is 

profusely illustrated, well indexed, and beautifully produced. 
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In the author's Epilogue, there is obviously much nostalgia, 

and regret that Bradford's vibrant music scene of the decade never 

took off as did the Mersey Sound, although some individual 

Bradfordians did make the big time and many records were made. 
Whether or not members of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 

Society were 'rockers' half a century ago, I don't know, but judging 

from the packed book launch held in June this year, it's quite likely! 

From the Battle of Bankfoof (riot) and the Battle of the Bands 

competition at Keighley, to Branwell and the Bronte Beats, Solo Bop 

Champion Radar, and D.J.s Dal and Dadío. This is a marvellous 

work of love and dedication, excellently executed, and of permanent 

value. Review by Bob Duckett 

Cats Can Fly, and other reminiscences: an autobiography of 

childhood during World War II, by Robin Green. 2011. 

(Available from the author at: Selva', Hurstbourne Tarrant, Andover, 

SF11 OAN; Tel. 01264 736340). 77 pp. £5.00 plus £2.00 p. & p. 

Reminiscences and autobiographies are hard to make 

interesting - especially to other people! But Robin Green has 

succeeded in producing a delightful account of his childhood from 

1936 to 1947 in the Haworth Road area of Bradford and other parts 

of the West Riding. Here we read of domestic life during the war, 

playing on waste ground, attending Daisy Hill School, 'naddying' 

(collecting turnips), cinema-going, Cottingley Woods, holidays in 

Cayton Bay and 'Brid', misadventures and highlights. 

What particularly attracted me about this book was the quality 

of the numerous photographs, adverts, and cartoons: all tastefully 

done and many in high quality colour. Illustrations include an early 

Canadian washing machine, baby gas masks that covered the entire 

body, instructions for erecting an Anderson shelter, a bright yellow 

Hebble charabanc, Yorkshire clogs, and the bombed-out Lingards 

departmental store. 
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'These'notes', writes the author, 'were inspired by my younger 

sister, Jill, born post-war, who felt that, since our elder brother and 

sister were now sadly gone, the personal experiences of the time 

could be lost forever to our children and grandchildren. It was heart-
warming to learn how the book was very much a family affair. A 

reminder to us all to get cracking, and a good model to emulate! 

Thank you Robin. Review by Bob Duckett 

NOTE Author Robin Green asks if any of our members have 
any information on the firm of Arthur Batty, Removers and Storers of 

Bradford. They were based in Bradford in the 1930s until 1945. 

Robin's father helped found the company. 

Milner Field: The Lost Country House of Titus Salt Jnr., by 
Richard Lee-Van den Dale and R David Beale. Barleybrook 

Publications, 2011. I86pp., ISBN: 9780956938008 £12.99. 

An interesting and well-researched history of Milner Field, Baildon, 

one of the many 'brass castles built by wealthy Victorian 

industrialists but lost to the community a century later. Titus Salt 

Jnr's father built the West Yorkshire mill village of Saltaire, now a 

world heritage site, but his sons could afford to commission and fund 

magnificent country houses like Milner Field, The Knoll and 

Ferniehurst. Titus Jnr. was a hardworking man, who enjoyed 

gardening and woodwork, but preferred to keep busy - unfortunately 

for his beautiful wife Catherine and their children, Titus died 

relatively young, aged forty-four, in the billiard room of his grand 

home. Catherine eventually had to let Miner Field go, and other 

families took over, but the new owners always seemed dogged by 

tragedy. 

I found this a fascinating account of a house, a family and the 

Industrial heyday of the north. Illustrated with many jaw-dropping 

photographs of the house and its opulent interior - contrasted with 

images of ruined masonry and overgrown grounds - Richard Lee-
Van den Daele's history of Milner Field is a poignant look at the 

gilded past. Locals and country-house enthusiasts alike will love this 
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brief but detailed account of a mill owner's mansion. Review by 

Sarah Powell 

ALSO RECEIVED 

British Christianity in the Kingdom of Elmet: An Investigation, 
by Ian Thompson. 

Bluestone Books (259 Ashby Road, Scunthorpe, DN16 2AB). 22 pp. 

£2.00. 

Bradford through Time, by Mark Davis. Amberley Publishing, 

2011.96 pp. 180 illustrations. ISBN: 978-1-4456-0330-8. £14.99 

Children's History of Bradford, by Maggie Wilson. Hometown 

World (7 Northumberland Buildings, Bath BA1 2JB), 2010. ISBN 978 

1 84993 145 8 (paperback) £4.99; 978 1 84993 074 1 (hardback) 

Manningham: Character and Diversity in a Bradford Suburb. 

English Heritage Publishing, 2010. 

A volume in the Informed Conservation series, a series which 

aims to provide detailed and well-illustrated accounts of an area's 

buildings and their importance in a physical and historical context. 

Covers Manningham's early history as a sparsely populated outlying 

village, through its transition into Bradford's premier Victorian 

suburb, to the vibrant multi-cultural community it is today. The book 

is accompanied by a DVD (Tales and Trails of Manningham) which 

contains interviews with Manningham residents of varying age and 

background about their memories and experiences of the area. 

A Penny for Going: a history of Saltaire and its regeneration 

told through its shops, by Roger Clark. (Bracknell: Nemine 

Juvante, (Saltaire) Publications), 2011. 102 pp., £8.95. 

West Bowling Local History Journal Issues 19,20 and 21. May 

2011, November 2011, May 2012. Twice yearly A4 publication by 

the West Bowling Local History Archives featuring anecdotes, 
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research, letters, photos and news. Compiled by Jeff Halmshaw 

(Email: jeffhìbluevonder.couk) £2.00. 

The Descendants of the Sea gods: The Manningham/Glover 

Clan, by R. Glover. (R. Glover: 90 Kingsway, Ossett, WF5 8DF) 34 

pp. (A4). Detailed history of the Glover and Manningham famíies 

from medieval times. 

Bradford Transport, by David J. Croft. (Stroud: Amberley 

Publishing), 2010. 128pp. ISBN 978 1 4456 0158 8. £12.99 

A history of trams and buses in Bradford, profusely illustrated. 

Organised transport services commenced in Bradford in 1882 and 

since then the streets have witnessed the passage of horse trams, 

steam trams, electric trams, trolleybuses and motor buses. For many 

years the services were under municipal control but numerous other 

operators have come and gone. This selection of some 200 

photographs range from the earliest years of public transport to the 

present day. Besides traditional Bradford vehicles, less well-known 

vehicles are depicted, plus those preserved in museum collections. 

(Cover description abridged.) 

The Invisible Village: Small World, Big Society. Edited by M Y 
Alam. Rpute Publisher, 2011 (P0 Bpx 167, Pontefract, WF8 4WW), 

2010. ISBN 978 1901927 467. £8.99 paperback. 

Feather's Miscellany 4, by John Waddington-Feather. Feather 

Books (P0 Box 438, Shrewsbury SY3 OWN), 2010. ISBN 978 1 

84175 364. 170pp. £9.99 
Feather's Miscellany 5, by John Waddington-Feather. Feather 

Books, 2011. 170 pp. ISBN: 978-1-84175-323-2. £6.99 
Stories and essays based on life in the Keíghley area. 

Penny Arcade; or, What did you do in the 'Sixties, Daddy? By 

Sammy King. 
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Bank House Books, 2010. 314 pp. ISBN 978-1-9044-0859-8 £15.00 

Memoirs of song-writer and musician. 

100 Years at Shipley Glen: The Story of the Glen Tramway, 3rd 

ed. By M J Leak. S. G. T. Publications, 2003. 44pp £2.00 

How the Copper Kettle Got its Dent, and other stories of Home 

and Service Life, 1939-1945. Being an Omnibus of Anecdotes by 

members of the Eccleshill Local History Group, 1995 (4th reprint 

2005). 78 pp. 

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

The Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society maintains a library 

of local publications for the use of its members. This is housed in 

Bradford's Central Library, but owing to the current safety 

restrictions in place at the Central Library we are unable to provide 

our members with access to this collection. However, we continue to 

add books, including those featured above, and hope the situation 

will improve soon. In meantime, it you have any queries or requests, 

please contact David Croft, the Society's Librarian. 
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JOHN STANLEY KING (1932-2012) 
An appreciation 

By David Croft 

The death of Stanley King on 71h October 2012 at the age of 80 
came as a shock to many in Bradford and beyond. Stanley was 
known to many in local government circles for he had served as a 
councillor for the Heaton Ward of Bradford from 1970 to 2008, and 
had the honour of being the city's Lord Mayor in 2000-2001. He 
also served on the West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Authority 
(Metro) between 1986 and 2007, being its Chairman for a period of 
two years. He retired from politics in 2008. 

The Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society also felt 
Stanley's death deeply as he had been a long-standing member of 
the Society, and its President in 1967-1969. Stanley was a keen 
local historian and held the title of Lord of the Manor of Heaton for 
many years. His commitment to the Heaton area, where he lived 
throughout his life, was shown by his research. He contributed 
several articles to The Bradford Antiquary notably 'The Heaton 
Local Board: a Victorian local authority' in 1985, and his 
endeavours culminated in Heaton: the best place of all, a book 
published by Bradford Libraries in 2001. His writings were not 
limited to the Heaton area however, for he compiled a short history 
and guide to Salt's Mill where he worked for many years, as well 
as a history of Bradford Corporation's Milk Department. In addition 
to his writing he was also active in promoting his local area and 
was the founder of the Heaton Township Association as well as 
being involved with Heaton Woods. 

But above all, Stanley was known as a transport historian, 
in particular trams and trolleybuses. Perhaps this stems from the 
fact that his grandfather was a Bradford tram driver. His first book 
Keighley Corporation Transport was published way back in 1964 
and has become the standard work on Keighley's transport. In 
more recent years he wrote a trilogy of books on Bradford's 
transport covering trolleybuses (1994), motor buses (1995) and 
trams (1999). A particular interest of Stanley's was the history and 
development of the Thornton tramway which he researched and 
documented. He was also interested in other aspects of transport, 
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and he was working on research into local turnpikes at the time of 
his death. 

However, Stanley was not just involved in writing about 
transport. He was only eighteen years of age when Bradford's last 
tram ran in May 1950, but thoughts were already turning to 
preserving a Bradford tram for posterity. In 1953 he and a group of 
other local enthusiasts persuaded the Transport Department's 
General Manager to allow the city's last tram (number 104) to be 
returned to Thornbury Works from its resting place at Odsal 
Stadium to allow restoration to begin. That work took until 1958 
and it was completed in time to take part in the Transport 
Department's Diamond Jubilee. It remained at Thornbury Works 
until 1975 when it was moved to Bradford's new Industrial 
Museum at Moorside Mills where it can be seen to this day. 
Stanley was also instrumental in saving for posterity an early 
Keighley trolleybus which had languished in a field near 
Grassington for almost forty years, and this too is now preserved. 
An early Bradford trolleybus also owes its survival to Stanley's 
efforts. 

During my career with the Bradford library service I came 
into contact with Stanley on numerous occasions whilst he was 
doing his research. When I became a volunteer worker at the 
Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft in North Lincolnshire in 2007 I was 
able to maintain my contact with him for he was the Museum's 
President, and he had agreed to stand for a further period of five 
years not long before his death. Consideration is being given to 
naming a proposed new exhibition hall at the museum after him in 
recognition of the work he did towards trolleybus preservation. 

At his funeral at St. Barnabas Church in Heaton, where he 
had sung in the choir throughout his life, it was a case of 'standing 
room only' as over four hundred friends, colleagues and fellow 
enthusiasts gathered to say farewell to this man of many talents. 

Stanley King was a quiet man, though a very intelligent and 
thoughtful one with a quick wit, but above all he was a gentleman 
- one who will be sadly missed by a lot of people. 
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THE BRADFORD HAND-LOOM WEAVERS' RIOTS OF 1826 

By George Ingle 

For several weeks in the spring of 1826 Bradford and the 
surrounding textile area was convulsed by riots, but more often by 
fear of riots. Widespread starvation as a result of the national trade 
depression prompted the disturbances. Locally, the hand loom 
weavers blamed the introduction of power looms into the existing 
spinning mills for their plight. 

Mechanised spinning had started about forty years 
previously in the towns and villages around Bradford where there 
were good water-powered sites.The supply of machine-spun 
cotton and worsted yarn had expanded tremendously and in good 
times the hand loom weavers had been able to make an adequate 
living. The trade was easy to learn, had attracted many after the 
end of the French wars, and could be combined with small-scale 
farming and other activities. The inhabitants of the hill villages 
round Bradford, such as Baildon, Wilsden and Queensbury, 
depended on this cottage industry for their livelihood. 

Cotton was the first fibre to be spun on the new machines. 
Thomas White had been spinning cotton at premises in Brick Lane 
in Bradford before 1792. A mill at Idle was spinning cotton in 1803 
and John Knight was still spinning cotton yarn at Great Horton in 
1826. However, the domestic worsted trade was well established 
in West Yorkshire and the new spinning machines were soon 
adapted to spin worsted. Low Mill, near Addingham, was the first 
worsted spinning mill to be built in Yorkshire in 1787 and gradually 
more were built, particularly as steam power became readily 
available after 1800. 

The first combined worsted and cotton spinning mill in 
Bradford wasn't built until 1800, but easy access to coal supplies 
and the development of steam power meant that the town was on 
the way to becoming 'Worstedopolis' by the end of the eighteenth 
century. By 1820 Bradford had outstripped the older worsted 
producing areas in England and the first experiments with power 
loom weaving took place in 1822. The weaving of cotton by power 
looms was already well established in parts of Lancashire and the 
looms were then adapted to weave worsted cloth. The first 
worsted looms for a Bradford mill were destroyed before they 
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could be installed, but in 1824 the firm of J. G. Horsfall designed, 
built, and set to work worsted power looms at their mill at North 
Wing, near Wapping Road, Bradford. However, the introduction of 
power looms elsewhere to weave worsted was slow for a number 
of reasons and surprisingly, worsted power looms were not 
introduced into the mills in Keighley until the mid 1830s. 

As demand for cotton and worsted cloth grew, both at home 
and abroad, the two trades of hand loom weaving and hand 
combing attracted more and more men with the disbanding of the 
armed forces after 1815 and the movement away from agriculture. 
Woolcombers separated the long fibres from the short with heavy 
combs which had to be heated with charcoal. Working conditions 
were very unpleasant. Apprenticeship restrictions had gone, but 
thousands had been attracted into the trade. While some combers 
worked in large workshops, others worked in small numbers, 
sharing an independent combing shop. Certainly the riots in 
Yorkshire in 1826 were supported by hand combers, as they 
feared for their jobs in the same way as the worsted weavers. 

The weavers working on hand looms could be divided into 
three groups. There was the self-employed weaver who took yarn 
from a manufacturer and returned a piece of cloth. A journeyman 
weaver worked either in a loom-shop with perhaps twenty others 
or in his own home for one manufacturer. The third category was 
the smallholder who worked part-time at weaving. As the number 
of weavers expanded, prices for weaving declined as they all 
competed for work. Manufacturers, who employed the weavers or 
gave them work, exploited this and the price paid for weaving a 
piece of cloth fell steadily. In areas of West Yorkshire weavers 
wove worsted or cotton depending on the price paid, but for both 
fabrics prices went down. 

The 1825 Strike 

Two events greatly influenced workers and employers in the area 
in 1825 and 1826. The first was a twenty-three week strike by wool 
combers and hand loom weavers for higher pay. About 20,000 
men stopped work on the 141h June 1825 under the leadership of a 
wool comber called John Tester. The strike turned into a struggle 
for union recognition as the Combination Acts had been repealed 
the previous year. Relations became ugly when the employers 
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dismissed all children working in their spinning mills whose parents 
refused to sign a document saying they were not in the union. At 
the beginning of September meetings were held in Halifax and 
Keighley by the worsted manufacturers from the surrounding 
areas. Most of those who attended agreed to sack any worker 
associated with the union. It was said that weavers were earning 
25% less than before the start of the French revolutionary wars. 
The strikers were helped with donations from many parts of the 
country and these kept them going until the subscriptions to their 
funds started to diminish. Huge meetings were held at Fairweather 
Green, which was outside Bradford at that time. The strike for 
union recognition was seen as crucial throughout the country and 
up to £20,000 was contributed to the strike funds. Eventually 
financial support declined and on the 7 th November the union was 
dissolved. Those who could went back to work on the old terms, 
but many could not obtain employment. 

Local Trade and Industry 

Over the winter of 1825/26, as a trade depression and company 
failures swept the country, two local businesses collapsed and 
ruined many of their customers and in turn their workers. 
Butterworth Brothers, a large firm of textile merchant at Shelf, 
between Bradford and Halifax, who also had a warehouse in 
London, sold the output of many local cotton and worsted 
manufacturers. This company stopped payments in December 
1825 and ruined many local firms. In addition, the stock market 
crash in 1825 led to the collapse of sixty country banks, which 
affected the whole economy. One of these, Wentworth & Co., had 
branches in Yorkshire and its collapse brought down many other 
firms and tradesmen. 

The slow introduction of power looms did mean that over 
the years thousands of hand loom weavers lost their livelihood, but 
this process did not start until there was a serious downturn in 
trade at the end of 1825. A few months later this led to the riots for 
four days in Lancashire, followed by those which are the subject of 
this study. 

One important fact to bear in mind is that the processes of 
specialisation and concentration of the cotton and worsted 
industries, where we associate cotton with Lancashire and worsted 
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with Yorkshire, were still developing. The division never became 
as rigid as generally thought. Cotton spinning mills had been built 
in the West Riding since 1780 and many, particularly in the 
Skipton and Craven area, continued until after the Second World 
War. The first steam powered mill in Bradford, Holme Mill, was 
one-third cotton and two-thirds worsted. In 1826 there were still 
large numbers of hand loom weavers engaged in weaving calicos 
around the town. Hand loom weavers in the area could easily 
change from weaving one type of yarn to the other and did so 
depending on the relative price difference. 

The hand loom weavers' riots in Lancashire were far more 
extensive than those in Yorkshire, and started earlier because 
more mill owners had already installed power looms. The riots 
appeared to be a desperate and final reaction to an unbearable 
situation by starving people. Certainly two forays into Yorkshire 
were initiated by Lancashire men, and they gathered considerable 
support along the way. Both forays were to Low Mill in Addingham, 
which was first attacked on Wednesday the 26th of April. This 
aback was thwarted by armed defenders within the mill. Rioters 
again approached Low Mill the following day, but the presence of 
mounted Hussars made them retreat. Instead they marched to 
Gargrave where they smashed looms in High Mill, which was not 
defended. 

The Horsfall and Garnett Families 

The mill in Addirigham had been leased by Jeremiah Horsfall for 
cotton spinning in 1822 and he had recently added power loom 
weaving. His cousin's mill in Clitheroe had been attacked on the 
Monday and soon his brother's mill in Bradford was to be attacked. 
The Horsfalls were a textile family. Their father, Timothy Horsfall, 
had rented Goit Stock Mill near Bingley in 1791. He married Sarah 
Garnett in 1785, the sister of Jeremiah Garnett from Otley, who 
ran the paper mill on the River Wharfe. Timothy and Sarah Horsfall 
had several children and with their combined wealth were able to 
expand the textile interests of both families, the Horsfalls and the 
Garnetts. In 1799 Timothy and his brother-in-law, Jeremiah 
Garnett, took Low Moor Mill near Clitheroe for cotton spinning. 
Timothy Horsfall died in 1811, but his young sons took over the 
running of Goit Stock Mill. By the 1820s the six brothers wished to 

6-



expand, following the example of their uncle and cousin. Jeremiah 
Horsfall took Low Mill near Addingham on a twenty-year lease. 

Jeremiah's younger brother, John Garnett Horsfall, together 
with William, Michael, Timothy and Thomas, took North Wing Mill 
in Bradford in 1823. Thomas acted as mill manager while William 
bought the raw wool. John James, writing in 1857, explained that 
John Horsfall '... having a bent of mind towards mechanical 
pursuits, devoted much time, with the aid of an ingenious 
mechanist, to surmount the difficulties which obstructed the 
successful manufacture of worsted by these (power) looms, and in 
consequence several of them were set up in the mill..'. The 
company traded as John Garnett Horsfall & Co and installed the 
power-looms they had developed in 1824. North Wing Mill was a 
large five-storey steam powered mill used for both spinning and 
weaving worsted. 

Thomas Horsfall, the manager at North Wing Mill, had been 
aware for several days that there was a strong intention to attack 
his mill following the attacks in Lancashire and at his brother's mill 
in Addingham. He had spoken to the local magistrates about this 
and they had promised to assist him should the mill be attacked. 
He also acquired what arms he could, but these were largely pikes 
rather than firearms. Special constables had been sworn in, and 
military aid was made available, though not initially posted at the 
mill. 

Monday. The First Attack 
During the morning of Monday, the first of May, rumours of a 
meeting to be held on Fairweather Green, near Bradford, swept 
through the district and about two hundred and fifty people met 
there in the afternoon. There were no leaders and no common 
agreement as to what action to take to relieve their desperate 
poverty, despite a general feeling of excitement and anticipation 
among the crowd. In the end they decided to move to Horsfall's 
mill at the other side of Bradford. At about five o'clock they arrived 
at North Wing Mill and started throwing stones at the windows. 
They then went to Bradford Moor where they were joined by about 
two hundred more. With this reinforcement to their numbers they 
started to move again towards North Wing Mill. Between eight and 
nine o'clock they arrived at the mill and started to throw stones. 
Colonel Plumbe Tempest and the Reverend Lamplugh Hird, 
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accompanied by special constables, went to the mill and Colonel 
Tempest immediately started talking to the mob about the danger 
of their actions. He explained that breaking the looms would 
damage the economy of the country and harm the workers in the 
mill. He asked them to disperse, but they refused and started to 
stone the windows of the mill again. The two magistrates then read 
the Riot Act at which point the crowd began to move away and 
there was no further trouble that night. About 240 panes of glass 
had been broken, but were replaced the following day together 
with iron bars to strengthen the frames and some reinforcement 
was added to the mill doors. 

John Plumbe Tempest lived at Tong Hall outside Bradford 
and the Reverend Lamplugh Hird lived at Low Moor House not far 
away. Low Moor, to the south of Bradford, was the site of the large 
iron works and Rev. Mr Hird had married into the Hird family who 
were partners there. He was a wealthy landowner with another 
living in the East Riding. He also served as deputy-lieutenant of 
the West Riding. 

About three o'clock that morning a bugle had been sounded 
in the streets of Knaresborough and an hour later part of the 
Knaresborough Troop of the Yorkshire Hussars left for Otley. 
Lieutenant Colonel Yorke marched from Otley at five o'clock in the 
morning to Ilkley to protect Low Mill at Addingham where an attack 
was anticipated. As it did not take place the troop set off at three 
o'clock for Bingley and then over to Baildon where they left a 
sergeant and twenty men to defend Gill Mill at Tong Park where 
combing machines had recently been installed. These were seen 
as creating unemployment for the hand combers of worsted in the 
same way as power looms made hand loom weavers redundant. 
The main body then marched to Bradford, which they reached at 
eleven at night. The town was in an uproar after the violence that 
had taken place that day. 

The following day, Tuesday, this anonymous notice was 
circulated in Bradford: 

Public Meeting on Fair Weather Green 

At the suggestion of some of our employers, we, the woolcombers 
and stuff weavers of Bradford and its vicinity, hereby convene a 
meeting on Fairweather Green, on Wednesday, the 3,d of May 

-8-



1826, at one o'clock, to fake into consideration the present 
unparalleled distress and famishing state of the operatives, and if 
possible, to devise some prompt and effectual means to afford 
them relief. 

A numerous attendance is particularly requested. 

Wednesday. The Second Attack. 
According to the local paper it was well known in the town that a 
second attack on North Wing Mill was imminent. At three o'clock 
on Wednesday afternoon the Yorkshire Hussars were ordered to 
defend John Horsfall's mill. Ten men took up positions in the mill 
together with about twenty soldiers from the recruiting service in 
Leeds under Lieutenant Richard Fry from the 63rd Regiment. 

Initially, the meeting at Fairweather Green advertised the 
previous day was sparsely attended, and again there were no 
leaders and no agreement as to what to do and there were no 
speeches. Eventually, just after three o'clock, the people moved 
towards Bradford and then in separate groups walked to North 
Wing Mill on the other side of the town. The editor of the Bradford 
& Huddersfield Courier, Henry David Inglis, who saw them march 
past his office, followed them. In his estimation there were about 
1,500 men, many of them armed with bludgeons. They arrived 
about 3.45 pm and assembled on the north side, but found it 
easier to attack the mill from the east side which gave them the 
advantage of rising ground on a level with the windows. John 
Ingham, a special constable, had just enough time to lock the mill 
gates and run into the mill before the attack began. The mob 
immediately started throwing stones at the windows. Some of the 
crowd were digging up stones whilst others threw them. One of 
those digging for stones and then breaking them for others to 
throw was John Holdsworth, a calico weaver. He was encouraging 
men to break in through the broken windows from which many of 
the iron stanchions were wrenched to provide a way into the 
building. Ingham also estimated that there had been at least 1,500 
people in the crowd round the mill, but only about 200 to 300 were 
throwing stones. 

The men inside the mill had been given defensive positions 
and Thomas Horsfall went round checking on the situation as the 
barrage of stones continued. Some men were hit, but none 
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seriously. When Horsfall was asked later if he was frightened, he 
said he was not, as he was confident that they would repel any 
attack, though if entry had been gained there probably would have 
been loss of life. The attackers made no demands and he had no 
chance to reason with them. Colonel Tempest and Thomas 
Horsfall ordered the defenders not to fire unless there was an 
attempt to enter the mill. 

Inglis, who had followed the mob to North Wing Mill, stood 
on a wall to get a better view and saw the rioters attack both sides 
of the mill with stones. Eventually one man tried to remove the 
stanchions at a lower window. Firing then started without warning, 
much to his surprise, so he hid behind the wall he had been 
standing on. At that point the magistrates had not arrived at the 
mill and the Riot Act had not been read. In all, the attack lasted 
about twenty minutes and many of the rioters were driven off 
before the magistrates came. 

Jonas Bairstow from Queen's Head (Queensbury), who was 
eighteen, was the rioter attempting to enter the mill through a 
window opening. He saw one of the soldiers inside the mill raise 
his gun to shoot at him and turned to run, but was shot in the back. 
The shot went through his lungs and out of his chest and as a 
result he died that night. Henry Fearnley, from Bradford, who was 
thirteen years old and also shot, died on the Thursday night. 
Others wounded and taken to the dispensary were William Walker, 
aged 22 from Baildon, who was shot through the right arm from 
one of the upper storeys of the mill, the ball entering his right side, 
Charles Wilson from Halifax who was shot in the chest with the 
ball remaining in his body, John Milner from Great Horton, 
wounded in the thigh, William Briggs aged 17, from Bingley, shot 
in the arm, John Barker, a weaver from Clayton, aged 16, shot 
through the wrist and John Taylor aged seven, wounded in the 
groin. This boy had gone to see what was happening on his way 
home from school to the workhouse in which his mother was an 
inmate. Thirteen year old Henry Fearnley from Church Bank, 
Bradford, the son of a joiner was shot, but went home 

At half past four Colonel Tempest with the Rev Lamplugh 
Hird, Ellis Cunliffe Lister and Timothy Horsfall, again accompanied 
by special constables, arrived at the mill. At that point some rioters 
started to run away, but Colonel Tempest held up his staff to get 
attention and standing on ground nearby read the Riot Act. This 
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had little effect on the reduced crowd who continued throwing 
stones. John Holdsworth, a calico weaver, who was later arrested, 
told Colonel Tempest how little he could earn and asked, "Should! 
go home and starve?" The colonel replied that he was sorry for his 
condition and that if he would see him tomorrow he would help 
him, but if the riot continued it would lead to very serious 
consequences. Eventually the stone throwing slowed, but the 
people did not disperse so two troops of the Yorkshire Hussars 
from the 73rd Regiment, led by Lord Grantham and Colonel York, 
were requested from Leeds. The soldiers, together with the special 
constables, scattered the crowd, but not before James Crawley 
from Bradford was arrested for throwing a stone at Captain Smith. 
The military within the mill were ordered by the magistrates to 
return to their quarters. They were replaced by the 73rd Regiment 
and within a few days returned to the peaceful environment of 
Harewood Park. 

The Following Days 

Later that evening William Bolton from Mill Hill in Bradford and 
John Holdsworth from Clayton were arrested, taken to the Talbot 
Inn, and questioned by the three magistrates, Colonel Tempest, 
the Reverend Lamplugh Hird and E. C. Lister. Lister owned Low 
Mill in Addingham, which had been attacked the previous week. 
The two prisoners were charged with attempting to destroy North 
Wing Mill and machinery. Holdsworth's statement was that "if the 
Almighty were to strike me dead at this moment, I did not throw a 
single stone nor was I there with that intent' James Gledhill, a 
labourer from Bradford, said that he saw Holdsworth throw stones 
and that he was very active in the riotous assembly. 

Samuel Ingham, a labourer and special constable, said that 
the mob had been trying to destroy the mill and the machinery in it. 
He had seen William Bolton with a stick in his left hand and throw 
stones with his left hand. When he was near the mill he threw the 
stick away and "began encouraging the mob in acts of violence' 
Bolton and Holdsworth were sent to York Castle with a military 
escort that night. Two others who were arrested were dismissed 
for lack of evidence. 

During the night the town was patrolled by special 
constables and when they reported to the magistrates after 



midnight, they were able to inform them that the town was quiet 
including the area round Horsfall's Mill. They met again the 
following morning at the Talbot Inn. James Crawley, a woolcomber 
from Bradford, was sent to York Castle escorted by a detachment 
of Hussars. 

Also that morning, the coroner's inquest into the death of 
James Bairstow was held at the White Horse Inn. After visiting the 
scene of the riot and seeing the two bodies, the twelve men on the 
jury heard evidence from the apothecary at the dispensary and 
witnesses. Thomas Horsfall, the mill manager, explained that he 
had been alerted to the likelihood of an attack and had been 
entrusted with its defence. The local magistrates had promised 
assistance and he had collected some arms for the defence of the 
mill. When he saw the mob approaching the mill he ordered the 
defenders to their previously assigned positions. He admitted that 
he didn't see any of the rioters carrying arms or sticks, but that a 
furious attack by stone throwing began as soon as the mob 
approached the mill. The rioters didn't ask to enter the mill and 
nothing was said to them as the stone throwing was so violent. He 
couldn't have spoken to them without risking his life. When there 
was a shout that men were breaking into the mill firing commenced 
as arranged. Horsfall thought that about thirty shots were fired and 
that the guns were loaded with ball. He admitted that the Riot Act 
had not been read before the firing started, as there was no 
magistrate at the mill. 

Another witness, Mary Blakey, who lived near the mill 
passed by when she was going home from work. She saw 
Bairstow shot when he was a short distance from her. He wasn't 
doing anything and didn't have anything in his hands. After he was 
shot Bairstow did not fall, but was able to walk to the house of 
John Rhodes. The next witness, Henry David Inglis, the editor of 
the Bradford Courier, had been about thirty yards from the mill. He 
outlined what he had seen until the firing started, which he did not 
expect as no warning was given. He then hid behind the wall he 
had been standing on. 

John Ingham, a special constable, had seen Bairstow 
wrenching the stanchion of one of the windows from its fastening 
which would have made it easy to enter the mill. He added that the 
soldiers were not willing to be murdered, which seemed likely. 
When asked the names of those who fired on the rioters, he said 
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that he was not prepared to say and the question was not asked 
again. Ingham repeated that they had strict orders not to throw a 
stone or fire on the assailants unless they were attempting to 
actually break into the mill. 

One of the jury, Jeremiah Haley from Great Horton, said 
that the firing had been too indiscriminate and had gone on too 
long.The Jury's verdict was that James Bairstow "... had been shot 
by some persons to the jurors unknown, in the mill of Messrs. John 
Garnett Hors fall& Co. in the preservation of the lives of the 
persons and property therein." A similar verdict, on similar 
evidence, was returned in the case of Edward Fearnley, the 
thirteen year old boy, who was shot on the same occasion. 

On Saturday May 61h, Henry Heap, the Vicar of Bradford, 
wrote to Sir Robert Peel for financial help for his starving 
parishioners. He mentions hundreds of strangers coming from 
Lancashire to incite the local textile workers to riot. This was also 
mentioned in the Leeds Mercury published that morning, but is 
difficult to substantiate. All the men arrested, wounded or killed 
were local and the reports of the meetings before the attacks 
suggested that there were no leaders and no-one was planning 
violence. The vicar added that most of the rioters were not from 
Bradford. This was probably true if we think of him meaning the 
small town of Bradford. The inhabitants of the villages round 
Bradford were the ones who were going to lose their livelihoods. 
Hand loom weaving and hand combing were the principal 
occupations there and they were the ones who demonstrated their 
anger. 

Henry Heap explained to the Home Secretary that local 
subscriptions of nearly £2,000 had been raised and at the end of 
March, 2,300 families had been given a weekly supply of oatmeal. 
However, those funds were now nearly spent and the Rev. Heap 
asked if the town's plea for help could be passed to " ...our beloved 
and Revered Sovereign, whose Condescension and Munificence 
are already so superlatively manifest." 

The following week the Leeds troop of the Yorkshire 
Hussars arrived in Bradford with their colonel, Lord Grantham. The 
next day they moved to Halifax, but before they left Lord Grantham 
deposited £100 with a local bank to be distributed amongst the 
poor. 
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On the 2w of May the Lord Mayor of London chaired a 
meeting to raise money to help ease the suffering of " ... the 
manufacturing classes of the north". Alongside the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Home Secretary and leading politicians and 
bankers was Dr. George Birkbeck from Settle who was a leader in 
establishing Mechanics' Institutes. This committee set about 
raising money and allocating it to towns and villages in the north. 
Henry Heap was soon writing again to the Home Secretary for 
help to be provided for the starving in Bradford and the 
surrounding areas. 

At the end of May three Bradford magistrates wrote to Sir 
Robert Peel to say that they felt that until full employment was 
found for the lower classes of people, troops should remain. The 
mills could be attacked at very short notice and they needed to be 
defended, but only those where the owners had prepared their 
own basic defenses. They added that mills with combing machines 
also needed to be protected. 

York Assizes 

On the 8 th of July the York Herald printed the names of the rioters 
to be tried at the Assizes the following week. John Holdsworth, 
William Bolton and James Crowley from Bradford were to appear, 
together with those involved in the riots at Low Mill, Addingham. 
The prosecution outlined the events of the attack on North Wing 
Mill and a number of witnesses were called. The prisoners were 
said to be of 'decent appearance', but it was a pity they thought 
that destroying machinery, which the country depended on, would 
help them. 

Holdsworth and Bolton were allowed to call witnesses. One 
was Sarah Crowther, a power loom weaver at the mill, who said 
she had walked to the mill with Holdsworth and he had not taken 
part in the riot. The jury was out for six hours. Holdsworth was 
found guilty with a recommendation for mercy and Bolton not 
guilty. No evidence was put forward against Crowley so he and 
Bolton were discharged. Holdsworth was sentenced to death. His 
sentence appears to have been commuted, not to transportation, 
but to a period of imprisonment. 

The committee, set up in Bradford to distribute money to the 
starving under the chairmanship of the vicar, continued with its 
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work. William Rand, one of the secretaries explained on the 24u1 
July that funds were running out. Matthew Thompson from 
Westbrook Mill suggested that the poor be employed mending the 
roads and this was agreed. The vicar had received £250 for the 
relief of the poor in Shipley, Clayton and Wilsden. In Shipley the 
work provided for the unemployed was to be the enclosing of the 
churchyard. Additional grants were received in August, but the 
London Committee gave advice on how the money should be 
spent. They felt that it should be spent on mending roads, 
drainage or cutting peat and not producing more cloth, which 
would add to the problem. The Bradford Committee agreed to set 
up a sub-group of 'gentlemen' to explore the possibility of clearing 
out Bradford Beck. 

The Aftermath 

So what was the outcome of this riot? As no machinery was 
damaged John Horsfall & Co. could not claim for any damage from 
the local authority, the Hundred, as Joseph Mason from High Mill 
in Gargrave did when his twenty-five looms were destroyed. North 
Wing Mill became one of hundreds in the city playing its part in the 
growing worsted industry, but with nothing special to distinguish it. 
Horsfalls continued to occupy the mill until the 1850s and had 
suffered in 1826 for being one of the leading firms in employing 
new technology. 

The plight of the hand loom weavers did not improve in the 
following decades, but survived as an activity, though a declining 
one, for another thirty years or so. In 1838 there were still 10,000 
hand loom weavers in Bradford Parish. New types of cloth with a 
complicated weave did provide employment at times, but it tended 
to be an occupation for the elderly or seasonal workers. Further 
trade depressions made them subject of enquiry for dozens of 
Parliamentary Committees, Poor Law and Factory Commissioners 
as factory production expanded bringing urban growth and social 
problems. 

Many hand loom weavers tried to cling to their 
independence, but suffered for it. Fortunately the growth of the 
steam powered industry as well as the expansion of local mining 
and engineering companies provided alternative work. The coming 
of the railways and building of steam powered mills in the villages 
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round Bradford also helped to provide alternative work in places 
like Baildon, Queensbury and Wibsey where the rioters had lived. 
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CASH FROM THE COAL MEASURES: 
MINING AND BRICKMAKING IN HEATON WOODS AND NORTHCLIFFE 

1846-1924 

By Derek Barker & Tony Woods 

Those who today tire of walking the stately streets of Shipley have 
access to delightful woodlands in Northcliffe and Heaton. The prospect was 
very different in the mid-nineteenth century when visitors would have 
witnessed coal mining, spoil tips and plumes of smoke issuing from brick and 
fireclay works. Extractive industries such as quarrying, coal mining, iron 
smelting, and brickmaking contributed substantially to the wealth of Bradford.' 
Bradford's population had exploded from 13,264 in 1801 to 216,361 in 1891.2 
This expansion placed great stress on housing, waste disposal and transport. 
Masonry, bricks, tiles, and drainage pipes were produced in vast quantities, 
with coal being needed for iron smelting and to power the ever more 
numerous steam engines. Little physical evidence of these once great 
industries remains, but subtle signs are still visible to the enquiring eye. An 
archaeological survey has already been undertaken in Heaton Woods, and 
the Friends of Northcliffe Woods have investigated its history. Reports of both 
are available online.3 Here we propose to note the surviving evidence of late 
nineteenth century industries in and around these woodlands. The sites are 
described as they would appear during a walk starting near Lister Park's 
'Norman Arch' and ending at the bowling green in Northcliffe Park. Directions 
for the walk are given in italics and a sketch map is provided as Figure 1. 
Numbers in the text refer to those on the map. A street map may also prove 
useful. Stout footware is recommended. The route includes some steps. We 
hope that readers will actually follow this route and make their own 
observations. 

The Earls of Rosse owned most of the land mined in this area in 
the latter half of the nineteenth century, which they had obtained by marriage 
from the Field family of Heaton Hall. The Jowett, Dixon and Beanland families 
also possessed significant acreages. The Beanland family were unusual since 
at one stage they operated a clay pit and brick works themselves. Generally 
at this time landowners did not exploit their minerals personally but would 
lease extraction opportunities to pit operators. The Beanland family also 
leased their clay pit and brick works, but mainly ran these themselves. Mineral 
rights provided the landowner with a fixed sum agreed annually with the 
lessee, called the dead, fixed, or mineral rent. A further royalty was paid by 
actual tonnage raised or acreage worked over the agreed quantity. This 
depended on the quality and ease of exploitation of the mineral. Several of the 
lessees involved in mining in the area moved easily to and from other 
industries so they presumably employed, or were partnered by, professional 
mining specialists. 
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Figure I: Sketch Map 
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Figure 1: Sketch map showing the walk route and the described sites. 
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Coal Measures Geology 

The presence of extractive industries throughout the Bradford area was 
entirely dictated by local geology.4 The city is built on a series of rocks called, 
from their most famous constituent, the Coal Measures. Shipley, and the 
Baildon Moor outlier, are at the north western edge of the Yorkshire & East 
Midlands coal field. Coal forming plants grew in tropical Carboniferous 'forests' 
300 million years ago, long before the age of the dinosaurs. Coal is present in 
thin seams rather like cream in a sponge cake. The 'sponge' consists of 
layers of sandstone, mudstone, and shale. Miners gave the various coal 
seams names such as Hard Bed or Soft Bed. In other coal mining regions 
alternative names were used, thus Hard Bed became the Halifax Bed, and 
Soft Bed the Low Bed. The valleys in Heaton and Northcliffe Woods were 
formed at the end of the last Ice Age by torrents of water escaping from 
glacial lakes; they are now occupied by 'misfit' streams which could never 
have cut the ravines. In both places the Hard Bed could be reached by driving 
in horizontal tunnels, called drifts or day holes, from the valley bottom. The 
Soft Bed Coal is deeper and was accessed by vertical shafts. Not all coal 
seams were thick enough to be exploited commercially but other Coal 
Measure constituents were of economic value. Elland Flags sandstone was 
quarried for paving and roofing material. Shale could be ground up and used 
to supply machine-presses for making house bricks. Fireclay and ganister 
were the valuable seat-earths, or seat-clays, of several coal seams. Ganister 
(calliard) is virtually pure silica, whereas fireclay is a combination of silica and 
alumina; both could be employed to make refractory firebricks for lining 
furnaces and fireplaces. Fireclay was also used in the manufacture of sewer 
pipes and sanitary wares. 

The nature of the evidence 

Ordnance Survey (OS) maps of Shipley exist for 1852 and the 1890s. The 
1852 map shows the sites of Heaton Colliery and North Cliff Colliery as well 
as widespread evidence of earlier coal mining mapped as 'old pits'. These 
collieries had vanished by the 1890s but Shipley Fire Brick Works, with an 
adjacent quarry, was by then well-established. This business continued 
successfully into the twentieth century, as did brick works at Wrose Hill and 
Wrose Brow. Fireclay workings in the Shipley area were most numerous in the 
years between the publication of the first two editions of OS maps, c.1852-91. 
The Bradford Local Studies Library and the West Yorkshire Archive Service 
have collections of nineteenth century estate, sale, lease and litigation maps 
and documents. After 1872 collieries were obliged to submit abandonment 
plans when they closed .5 These plans are now lodged with the Coal Authority 
and give information concerning location, extent, ownership and dates. 
Nineteenth century trade directories give the names and addresses of 
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contemporary brick manufacturers and colliery owners. The census reports 
between 1851 and 1891 are often helpful, and the Bradford Observer, Leeds 
Mercury and London Gazette provide newspaper evidence. The final primary 
sources are local authority documents such as Rate Books. With the 
exception of William Cudworth and George Sheeran the extractive industries 
of Shipley have largely escaped the notice of historians .6 

It is hardly possible to undertake extractive processes without altering 
the landscape. In Shipley and Heaton there is plentiful physical evidence of 
mining such as collapsed drifts and residual piles of grey mine waste. Fired 
clay products are almost indestructable; bricks, firebricks, drainage pipes and 
sanitary ware frequently survive when the kilns that once produced them hav 
long vanished. After 1850-60 machine-pressed bricks regularly carry 
impressed 'brick marks'. These may incorporate the manufacturer's name, 
initials, or even the location of the works .7 

Start the walk at the Norman Arch at the north eastern corner of 
Manningham (Lister) Park. Cross Keighley Road and walk along it in th 
direction of Saltaire. On the left is The Turf (recently called The Park) 
public house. Further along note the brick buildings before the corner 
of Paddock and turn right to view a collection of brick dwellings in 
Paddock, Bradley Street, and South View. (1) 

Firth Carr Brick & Tube Works and the Beanland family 

The bricks used in these dwellings are of the machine-pressed type, and 
some houses have decorative terracotta panels. Even the half-diamond wall 
copings are ceramic. The buildings are plausibly associated with the 
Beanland family of Firth Carr Farm. 

Return to and re-cross Keighley Road and continue. Just past Heaton 
Grove, turn left on a track named Firth Carr. This leads up towards 
Heaton village. A right turn a little way up shows the track that once led 
to Firth Carr Farm (2), which was just ahead and to the left, and to brick 
works and a clay pit on the edge of Heaton Woods. This track now ends 
blindly and the route is mostly buried under post-war housing. 

Coal mining by James Beanland and others predated the main brick 
works but there are now no physical traces of this activity in the area .8 A draft 
lease of 1851 from Beanland to John Heaps stated that coal, common brick 
clay and fireclay were to be mined under parts of Beanland's lands.9 This 
followed clay extraction on a neighbouring site by George Heaton. James 
Beanland's daughter, Ann, had an illegitimate son, also called James. He 
became his grandfather's heir and was known as James Bradley Beanland, or 
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sometimes James Beanland Bradley, his mother having married the son of a 
Shipley farming family called John Bradley. In the 1871 census, John Bradley 
and James Bradley Beanland lived in the brick cottages on what is now 
Keighley Road. They owned Firth Carr farm, the cottages in what were then 
known as Grove View, Park Field Terrace, Bradley Street and Paddock, and 
land including two of the three fields which together were called Taffey 
Mi res. lO Firth Carr farmhouse survived un til at least 1958. 11 It is likely that the 

Keighley Road dwellings were built with Firth Carr bricks. Figure 2 is an 
advertisement in an 1863 trade directory for J.B. Bradley, Firth Carr Firebrick 
Works. These works are described as 'adjoining the Woolsorters Gardens', 
which were in existence between 1846 and 1866 occupying the land on which 
Keaton Grove was subsequently built. Access to the brick works was via the 
track from Firth Carr to Taffey Mires on the edge of Heaton Woods, although 
there may have been earlier brrckmaking sites nearby of which no traces 
remain. 

Return to Keighley Road and continue along it to turn left along Ash field 
Avenue. At the end of the road, cross the footpath coming down from 
Heaton to continue forwards along a footpath into the Red Beck Vale 
Estate. (3) 

Red Beck Vale Estate is built on what were formerly two fields known as 
Great and Little Taffey Mires. The Heaton Tithe Award confirms that James 
Beanland was the owner of these fields. A large clay pit and a brick works 
were marked here on the Keaton Township map of 1886.12 As recently as 
1988 the land was still a patch of disturbed ground with a standing brick 
chimney. We believe this was the main site of Firth Carr brick works. In 1855-
57 John Bradley was briefly in partnership with a Mr Hall, possibly his brother 

B. BRADLEY; 

FIRTH CARR FIREBRICK WORKS, 
(ADJOINING THE WOOLSORTERS GARDENS), 

HEATON, NEAR SHIPL,EY 

YORKSHIRE. 

Figure 2: An advertisement in Jones' Mercantile 1863 Directory of Bradford for 
J. B. Bradley, Firth Carr Firebrick Works. 
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in law, as brick makers. However it is not known if this site was in operation at 
that time. 13 Heaton Rate Books (surviving for 1864-74 and 1881) named 
James Bradley Beanland and John Bradley (interchangeably) as owner and 
occupier of the site other than for 1873-74 when John Ives, a Shipley 
contractor, occupied it. Finally in 1881 the Rate Book comment was 'no 
occupier, machine and engine shop - rates not recoverable' 14 

Turn right along the estate road and go downhill to Redburn Road. Turn 
left and go along the track which leads into Heaton Woods. Notice the 
remnants of a once substantial roadway. At various places the track is 
metalled with stone setts and firebricks; even the decaying sleepers for 
a tramway are visible. Go left through the metal gate over Red Beck and 
follow the path until it bends right, leading away from the Leylandii 
hedge. (4) 

Heaton Colliery and George Heaton 

The land to the left of the beck was once a field, also called Taffey Mires, 
rather than woodland. One of two mineshafts is still visible towards the 
hillside to the left of the path. Further along signs of quarrying can be seen. 
George Heaton, a colliery agent from Lancashire, took over the established 
'Taffy Myers Pit' in 1846-47 and was credited by William Cudworth and 
others with pioneering the making of firebricks in the area. 15 Initially, Heaton 
was in partnership with coal merchant and miner, John Heaps, who was to 
work full-time at the mine, while Heaton supplied the finance .16 This 
partnership was dissolved in September 1848 and Heaton carried on the 
business alone. 17 The initial lease 
required that existing shafts were to 
be used to access the lower Soft 
Bed coal. 18 The Hard Bed coal was 
to be accessed by a 'day level'. The 
lease allowed for the construction of 
a reservoir 'to carry their water wheel 
to pump the water off the lower bed 
coal and grind their clay.' 
Correspondence in 1855 showed 
that George Heaton had made an 
'upper reservoir' and a weir across 
the stream 'to dam up the water so 
as to take it by a goit to his engine 
and for the use of his brick 
manufacturing .' 19 Later draft leases 
extended the mined area up the hill George Heaton and J.R. Fyfe. 

towards Ashwell Farm and Heaton. 

Figure 3: Bricks made by 
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In 1869, the Rosse estate records showed that the site included a 
brickmaking shed boiler, engine shed, grinding mill house, three kilns, a 
weigh house, six cinder ovens, two engines of 8 h.p. and 22 h.p., a boiler 
and a 6 h.p. pit engine. The shaft to the Soft Bed coal was 55 ft. 6 in. 
deep.2° The 1871 lease required George Heaton to wall the sides of certain 
parts of the watercourse .21 There are quite extensive sections of walling 
remaining especially on the north side of the beck owned by the Dixon 
family, but these may have been built at a later date by Shipley Fire Brick 
Works. Access to the works was via a track along the beck and then to the 
north of what is now Redburn Road. It was thus entirely separate from the 
access to Beanland's Taffey Mires. Figure 3 illustrates one of George 
Keaton's bricks marked [G HEATON SHIPLEY). 22 

By 1851 George Heaton was living in Manningham, although he still 
had mining interests in Lancashire. He faced bankruptcy proceedings in the 
early 1860s for irregularities at the Brynn Moss Coal Company of which he 
and his father, Thomas, were 'almost the only shareholders .,23 This may 
account for the Heaton Rate Books, 1864-65, listing a man called Milligan 
as occupier of Taffey Mires .24 This was Duncan Milligan, George Heaton's 
future son in law. He had been apprenticed to a firm of worsted spinners 
and stuff manufacturers and the indenture was due to end in January 
1864.25 In the 1871 census, he was living with his wife, now Ann Milligan, 
and George Keaton in North Meols, Southport, Lancashire, being described 
as a stuff merchant. George Heaton was described as a firebrick 
manufacturer employing 31 men and 23 boys .26 

Continue along the footpath. Note the dry stone retaining walls on the 
far side of the beck. Regular interruptions on the left hand side 
represent collapsed drifts or adits (mine entrances). Continue for about 
ten minutes, crossing two small bridges over a wiggle in the beck. Stop 
at a confluence where an orange coloured side stream joins if. 

Coal in this area may contain non-commercial quantities of pyrites. The 
percolation of water through this material in the presence of oxygen produces 
sulphuric acid and orange iron oxide. This ochre water' indicates that the 
stream is exiting a collapsed drift and a hint of this can be seen in the bank. 
The visible old workings do not feature on any map and presumably represent 
earlier exploitation of the Hard Bed. It is hard to say now which are drifts, 
which drainage soughs (channels), and which were constructed for 
ventilation. It seems most likely that these workings have an eighteenth or 
early nineteenth century date. A lease and Land Tax records suggest that 
there were workings on the Dixon family's Heaton Royds Estate, north of the 
beck, at least between 17971815.27 
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Walk back along the path. Sometime after crossing the two bridges 
over the wiggle in the beck, cross the beck by the next footbridge. 
Follow the path going gently up from the beck towards Redburn Road. 
At the metal barrier note the old school gates into the site of Heaton 
Royds School. The overgrown track through the gates shows the 
access route into what was the upper part of John Rhodes Fyfe's 
Shipley Fire Brick Works which extended down to the beck. 

On the top path, and some way before the barrier, heaps of iron-making 
slag are visible to the left and in the path itself. This appears to be nineteenth 
or twentieth century blast furnace slag and was presumably brought here for 
ground making and road building purposes. It does not indicate that actual 
iron making occurred in the woods. The boundary between Shipley and 
Heaton, is essentially that between land owned by the Dixon family on the 
north side and the Rosse and Jowett families on the south side. It follows Red 
Beck through the woods, with only minor diversions away from the 
watercourse. While the Shipley Rate Books have no entries at all for George 
Heaton and no record of occupation for mining on Dixon land until after 
Heaton died in 1874, he did obtain a lease from the Reverend John Dixon to 
work the Soft Bed coal in the woods and fields north of the beck in 1868. This 
allowed for some coal to be taken out of the Taffey Mires pit without payment, 
for a pit to be dug in Long Wood (north of the beck), and for '1000 yards of 
land' to be used for surface workings and a pit hill (for waste ).28 The 
abandonment plan for the Soft Bed coal workings shows that his works 
extended across the beck and under Heaton Royds Lane, although the 
amounts dug were often less than those stipulated in the lease. The plan also 
records that a small amount was dug in 1857 and seven acres in 1863, so 
earlier leases may have been agreed 29 

Walk down the track back to Redburn Road, turn left up Wilmer Drive, 
left into Redburn Drive and up through Low Wood past the school 
entrance and stop outside the two brick cottages. The school below is 
built on the site of the Shipley Fire Brick Works. (5) Ahead, the footpath 
continues as Heaton Royds Lane to Heaton Royds, known as Six Days 
Only. Looking back down the road, which was only built in the 1930s, 
the footpath to its left now meets it again lower down, but once ran via a 
farm to Bradford Road. 

John Rhodes Fyfe's Shipley Fire Brick Works 

In December 1874, after George Heaton's death, Annie and Duncan 
Milligan sold the business to John Rhodes Fyfe. 3° Fyfe signed a new 
fifteen-year lease with Dixon to get the Soft Bed, Hard Bed and other coal, 
as well as the surface clay and fireclay. The works continued in operation 
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until 1924 when Fyfe died. Heaton Colliery and the Dixon site were often 
treated as one in contemporary documents, and it remains unclear how 
much, if anything, George Heaton had already built on the latter. Fyfe 
certainly transformed the operation .31 By 1877 a building plan showed a pit 
for coal and clay, a pit engine house, a second, larger engine house and 
boiler house, drying sheds for bricks and sanitary tubes, three pipe kilns 
and seven brick kilns. There were also two chimneys, a smoke purifier, 
colliers' smithy, joiners' shop and smithy, stables, cabins and an office .32 
The Heaton Colliery works was demolished in the course of which a kiln 
roof collapsed killing John Moorhouse and injuring others .33 

By 1890, there were three engines, including one of 30 h.p. 34os 
maps showed subsequent changes as kilns were replaced and a quarry 
opened. The business perhaps reached a peak between 1906 and 1910 
when the rateable value was £41 By 1908, there were six circular down-
draught kilns, two additional rectangular kilns and a tramway running from 
the west of the buildings to a drift mine at the edge of the woods. By the 
time of the 1922 OS map, this had disappeared, and there seems to have 
been a second drift with an entrance in the quarry, see Figure 4. The 1934 
05 map shows only the brick houses still standing, the remainder of the 
site being rough pasture. The 1897 abandonment plan showed how Fyfe 
extended the area George Heaton had worked for Soft Bed coal under 
nearly all of the Dixon estate, as well as intermittently under Rosse land, 
south of Red Beck .36 The 1924 abandonment plan for Hard Bed coal and 
fireclay showed a '14 

network of 
tunnels 
surrounding the 
brick works and 
houses. The 
workings 
extended all the 
way to Heaton 
Royds. A section 
showed Hard Bed 
coal of about 1 ft. 
6 in. thickness 
and the fireclay 
beneath at a 
thickness of 6 ft. 37 

Figure 4: Extract from the 1922 OS Map showing J.R. 
Fyfe's Shipley Fire Brick Works. 
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Figure 5 shows the very substantial Fyfe works at some point in the period 
1908-1924; the layout resembles most closely that of the 1922 OS map.38 
Taken from somewhere above the site of the Beanland clay pit at Taffey 
Mires, the photograph illustrates the substantial walling along Red Beck 
and higher up, the road into the works from the end of Redburn Road, and 
stacks of sanitary tubes and bricks. The extent of the works and the height 
of the buildings are dramatic. The same view today is filled with trees 
through which the houses are only just visible even in winter. The building 
at the left of the photograph matches the stables and joiners' smithy on the 
1877 plan. The two adjacent chimneys are the smoke purifier and boiler 
chimney; the kiln chimney stands to the right. Rectangular kilns stand 
between them and in front of the brick drying sheds. The three storey 
buildings on the left are on the site of the drying shed for pipes; that behind 
the chimneys was labelled machinery room in 1877. The engine house and 
boiler house were part of these structures, on the far side. We have found 
no documentary evidence of substantial rebuilding on this part of the site, 
so the upper floors may also date from 1875-77 and the building plan may 
have only alluded to the ground floor use. An explanation is required for the 
height of these buildings. It is probable that the rock-like raw clay was 
transported to the highest floor and dropped into the grinding or rolling 
machines using gravity to help break it up into smaller and smaller 
particles, which were mixed with water and then shaped into products by 
machine or hand before drying and firing. The upper storeys would not 
necessarily have been fully floored in this case. 39 

Figure 5: Photograph of J. R. Fyfe's Shipley Fire Brick Works, C. 1908-1924. 
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Behind the buildings visible in the photograph, according to the 1877 
plan, were the pit engine house, shaft and colliers' smithy and cabin. 
Excavations in 2009 to investigate possible subsidence revealed a circle of 
bricks marking the top of a shaft just below the current surface level. A 
sandstone flagged floor with one thick stone wall and one wall five bricks 
thick pushed over onto the floor appeared to mark the site of the engine 
house. Narrow gauge rails were also found less than a metre below the 
road outside the school .40 Earlier photographs published in Shipley 
Through the Camera showed a similar view of the site from the track by the 
houses and the interior of a building with men holding sanitary tubes .41 An 
illustration accompanying the recollections of a Fyfe employee showed two 
kiln entrances and 26 workers, some of whom are described as 'hand 
moulders' .42 

The best firebricks were often hand moulded even after the 
production of household bricks was mechanised. Surviving brick marks 
include [FYFE] with [SHIPLEY] on the reverse side and [J R FYFE & Co 
SHIPLEY]. The latter is pictured in Figure 3. As well as refractory firebricks 
for furnaces and drainpipes, the works made salt-glazed sinks, animal 
troughs, chimney pots and many other products. At the Royal Yorkshire 
Exhibition held at Salta ire in 1887, the firm gave demonstrations of 
manufacturing sanitary ware by hand and brickmaking by hand and 
machine. Fyfe was given a first class medal for his products.43 

Fyfe's father and mother put capital into the business, but John 
Rhodes Fyfe saw himself as sole proprietor. He described working fifteen 
hours a day in the early days of running the brick works. For two or three 
years he also managed his father's coal and lime business, being paid only 
£150 per year in total. From this he saved £60 to reinvest in the 
business .44 He lived in various houses in Shipley. Oakroyd in Staveley 
Road has his and his wife's initials on the wall and he also built Red House 
opposite. The two brick houses by the brick works were built for some of 
the workers. They are shown on the 1877 building plan as single story 
cottages, each with two main rooms and a back kitchen with sink. The 
census records from 1881 show that one family lived in each house. In the 
censuses from 1881 to 1911 one or more members had jobs related to clay 
working, such as carter, labourer, stationary engine driver, or clay pit 
banksman. The cottages were usually described as Fyfe's Cottages or 
Brick Works Cottages but one of the census returns for 1911 gave the 
address as Throstle Hall. The name plaque is still on the front of the 
houses, and the second storey must surely have been added by then. 
When the brick works closed, the houses became the property of the Dixon 
family and were rented out until sold in the 1960s. 

Walk back down Royds Wood/Heaton Royds Lane, following the 
footpath rather than the surfaced road, and turn left through the gap 

-27-



in the wall. This is Low Wood, which previously extended across the 
brick works site and down to Red Beck and which is still owned by 
the Dixon family. Follow the path up over the hill and then round to 
the left to go down some wooden steps high above the south side of 
Northcliffe valley.45 

Northcliffe Colliery & the workings in Northcliffe Woods 

A rough track leads alongside the wall to the left; to the right it winds 
steeply downwards to the valley bottom. While not shown on the 1837 map 
of Shipley by G T Dixon, this track appeared in the tithe award of 1848 as 
Coal Pit Lane .46 The 1852 05 map showed it leading to a sandstone quarry 
and, further along, to North Clift (sic) Colliery on what is now the golf 
course. Sheeran has documented earlier mining further west in Northcliffe 
Woods and along High Bank Lane .47 The extent of the original Northcliffe 
Colliery is unknown, but subsequent galleries in Northcliffe extended under 
the Woods and through several fields to the north and south, possibly 
cutting through earlier workings. 

There are no visible traces of the workings on the golf course. (6) 
Descend to the grassed area on the valley floor. (7) 

We have evidence for at least three operators at Northcliffe: Edmund 
& John Cockshott (c1847-55), Joseph Wright (1855-1863), and the Shipley 
Fire Clay Company of Joseph Cliff and Sons (1863-1881). In 1853, the 
Leeds Mercury recorded the death of one Reuben Craven, aged 14, who 
was buried by shale and earth while working at the pit.46 The 'bottom 
steward', who lived at Coal Pitts House where the track from the mine met 
Bradford Road, was judged incompetent in not ensuring that pit props were 
used. The Cockshott brothers were textile manufacturers; in 1858 they 
were bankrupted although in 1869 Edmund built seamsley House on the 
Bradford & Keighley Road. 

In the 1861 census Joseph Wright, a 45-year-old coal merchant, 
occupied Coal Pit House. Ten years later, he described himself as a 'retired 
brick manufacturer' living at Northowram. An advertisement in 1856 added 
'clay works' to the colliery title, offering 'fireclay of the best quality' for 'glass 
works, steel manufacturies, potteries, and foundries grinding their own slip, 
and making their own fire bricks.., delivered at Shipley Station.' The 
fireclay was said to contain 58% silica, 29.6% alumina, 8.4% iron and 4.0% 
lime, indicating its quality.49 A plan of Wright's workings (c.1865) showed a 
Soft Bed pit shaft, near to where the track bends to the right onto the grass. 
Looked at from the grass, there is a slightly raised platform on the spot, 
although this may be unrelated. A further Soft Bed pit was shown further 
up the valley and shaded areas denoted old workings under two fields on 
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the north side of the wood and one on the south. Thin lines presumably 
denoted existing workings under the woods and fields. Two thick lines 
along the valley bottom were labelled 'Breach', perhaps indicating a fault 
line. 50 There were some buildings on the site of the original colliery, but no 
workings connected to that site. Wright also leased rights to the Hard Bed 
coal. 51 The annual value of the site given in the Rate Books nearly tripled in 
the years of Wright's occupancy, suggesting both expansion and a degree 
of success.52 

Joseph Cliff and Sons, and then the Shipley Fireclay Company with 
whom he is associated, took over as ratepayers from 1863. Joseph Cliff 
was a major name in the Leeds fireclay industry and had several other 
works in West Yorkshire. The London Gazette recorded his proven patent 
for the invention of 'an improvement in the construction of hot air stoves for 
blast furnaces .,53 The annual value of the site given in the Rate Books 
fluctuated somewhat. The last reference to a colliery and brick works was in 
1876, although rates continued to be paid for land and fireclay until 1881, 
latterly paid (or not) by Cliffs son, William. 54 We have found no evidence 
which explains the changing fortunes of the site: changes in management, 
exhaustion of the coal and clay, and general economic depression are all 
possible contributory factors. 

The Abandonment Plan of 1881 was labelled 'North Cliff Day Hole 
worked by Joseph Cliff and Sons (Wortley, Leeds)' but the shaft and 
workings indicate a more extensive mine. The galleries were mostly under 
two fields either side of the track across what is now the golf course. They 
extended into the woods further up the valley, where a circle on the plan 
appears to denote a shaft. The section on the plan showed measurements 
of 1 ft. 6 in. for Upper Halifax [Hard] Bed Coal and 6 ft. for fireclay. 55 Draft 
leases showed that the company also purchased rights to mine fireclay, 
common clay and Soft Bed coal, as well as to manufacture common bricks. 
By 1876 only fireclay is mentioned.56 

Usually fireclay products were fired near the site of the mine. The 
abandonment plan of 1881 showed one large and some small buildings 
plus two circles on what is now the grassed area. It is possible that the 
kilns mentioned in some of the Rate Books were sited here, although there 
are no kiln remnants known. Measurement by weight and the keeping of 
accounts at the station as in the 1876 draft lease perhaps suggest that the 
business transported much of its fireclay in a raw state, as well as making 
its own fireclay products. We have found no record of sales of fireclay, but 
Yeadon and Guiseley Gas Light and Coke Company bought coal and 
goods from Shipley Fireclay Company in 1865. 57 

Follow the tarmac footpath to the right, away from the model railway, 
to the wooden gate before the car park. Look towards keighley Road. 
(8) 
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Cliff Cottage was on the opposite corner to the existing houses on 
this side of the main road (OS 1893). Shipley Fireclay's manager was one 
Squire Brook, whose residence was described as Clyffe Cottage in an 1871 
directory and Cliff Cottage in the census of that year. It is probably also the 
site of 'Coal Pitt House' where the Cockshotts' bottom steward had lived. 

It is possible that there was later clay extraction in Northcliffe. The 
Alderson family lived in a cottage near to Cliffe Cottage from 1882. 
Subsequent Rate Books show that they took on land and clay workings. An 
engine was added by 1896 and after Thomas Alderson died, Elizabeth Ann 
Alderson, his widow, took over until at least 1901. The business was 
described as a clay and ganister works from 1896.58 The rateable value for 
the works and engine reached £30, but we have found no other evidence of 
commercial activity in directories or newspapers. It seems likely that this 
was a small concern, perhaps selling off previously mined clay and 
ganister. 

Go up the steps on your left and straight on past the allotments across 
Northcliffe playing fields, keeping parallel to Keighley Road. Continue to 
the bowling green above the tennis courts where our walk will end. (9) 
Return to the start of the walk either by bus or on foot along Bradford 
Road, or by retracing one's steps. 

Airedale Brick & Tube Company 

The Shipley tithe map showed a field called 'Coal Pit Close' just south of what 
is now Rae Road and 'Coal Hill & Waste' a little further back along the path 
on which we have just walked.59 A 1909 annotated OS map showed 
'abandoned non-coal mines' on the east of the path, on Rae Road, at the 
northern end of the Shipley Club car park, on the grass to the left of our path, 
and on what is now the bowling green.6° This area is the location of another 
vanished brick works, once the premises of George Stelling Hogg and 
associates. Hogg was formerly a stonemason in Leeds, and in a newspaper 
article announcing his death, he was described as Clerk of Works for both the 
construction of Salt's Mill and for the Shipley Waterworks. He was also an 
active member of the Shipley Local Board .61 The Shipley Rate Books provide 
an outline of the development of Hogg's business. 62 In the first surviving Rate 
Book from 1855, he was listed as having brick kilns near The Branch inn. By 
1861 the site also included an engine, colliery and stable, although he was in 
arrears with the rates. Later in the year Thomas Bedford, with whom Hogg 
went into partnership, was listed as occupier. 

In 1863 an advertisement described the business as both 'Airedale Brick 
& Tube Works' and 'Bedford & Co.' with stores in Tetley Street, Thornton 
Road, Bradford and Albion Place, Leeds. The partners were 'Manufacturers of 
Fire Bricks, Sanitary Tubes, Chimney Tops, Gas Retorts, Quarries, Lump and 
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Ground Fire Clay; also Red Bricks, Hollow Bricks, Drain Tiles &c. &c'63 New 
sheds were added and the value given in the Rate Books increased to £57 by 
1865, when the partnership dissolved upon the withdrawal of Thomas 
Bedford. 64 The business continued under its other name and Hogg is later 
listed as manager; by the time of his death he was said to have resumed full 
control over the business .65 By the 1871 census, Hogg employed 51 men 
and seventeen boys as a 'Brick and Tube Manufacturer' and nine men and 
seven lads as a coal owner .66 The value of the business continued to 
increase, from £75 in 1869 to £100 in 1872; there was also now an additional 
colliery and 4 h.p. engine, valued at £20, in nearby Paradise Wood. In 1875, 
aged 51, Hogg died intestate after a stroke and was buried in St Paul's 
Church, Shipley. In 1876 the entire stock of Airedale Brick & Tube was sold 
by auction because of an action in Chancery named as Hogg v Hogg .67 The 
inheritors had fallen out; probate had been granted to his widow Sarah but 
James, his son from a first marriage, started an action. An invoice of 3 
February 1876 to the Heaton Local 
Board listing 'invert bottoms' for 
improvements to Emm Lane shows 
that payment was made to the 
Chancery office .68 The Bradford 
stores had by this time moved to 
Coppy Quarry, John Street. The 
Shipley brick works were now 
recorded as empty property in the 
Rate Book. Apart from a few 
surviving bricks marked [AIREDALE 
Co] (Figure 6), and the quarry face 
by the bowling greens, there are now - -. -- 

no traces of the works By the 1891 11 Z 
census, Northcliffe (or Cliffe) Farm 
was established on the site. 69 

Other Shipley sites 

Figure 6: Bricks made by Airedale Brick 
and Tube Company and Joseph Briggs 
& Sons. 

Further west Joseph Briggs got coal from Heaton & Shipley Moor Colliery 
which ceased working in 1884.70 The entrance to the mine was close to 
Stoney Ridge Road. This enterprise may have been responsible for the 
[BRIGGS] bricks found in the Shipley area and also in at least one derelict 
site near the University (Figure 6), but the site of the kilns responsible for 
firing them remains unknown. William Firth operated another Shipley Moor 
Colliery!1 This mine was active between 1861 and 1884 and the bulk of these 
very extensive workings were between modern High Bank Lane and Long 
Lane, although they extended west of Cottingley Cliffe Road and may have 
abutted Joseph Briggs' workings. 
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Conclusion 

It is perfectly possible that coal was being exploited in Heaton and this part of 
Shipley in the medieval and early post-medieval periods, even if conclusive 
evidence is lacking. At present we can only substantiate extraction of coal 
from the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century until, at the very latest, 
John Rhodes Fyfe's death in 1924. We have no evidence for brickmaking, or 
firebrick manufacture, in Heaton and Shipley before George 1-leaton's arrival 
in 1846. Within the compass of the walk, fireclay working also finished with 
John Rhodes Fyfe's death, although the Wrose Brow and Wrose Hill works 
across the valley were still making bricks in the 1930s. While the coal mines 
were small in comparison to those in south Bradford, and the fireclay mines 
and brick works relatively short-lived, they were a key part of local 
industrialisation and urbanisation. Mechanisation and the use of steam 
engines contributed to the development of the businesses and increased their 
rateable value. A rough idea of the relative values of the sites discussed can 
be gleaned from the surviving Keaton and Shipley Rate Books, although there 
is some variation in the way this was calculated and Rate Books have not 
survived for all years of operation .72 Firth Carr was clearly the smallest 
business, valued at its peak at half the lowest valuation of George Heaton's 
works. Northcliffe under Wright and Cliff became larger operations than either. 
John Rhodes Fyfe's works eclipsed all others within a few years of being 
rebuilt in 1874-1877 and continued to develop after the others had failed. 
Fyfe's lease of mining rights under Keaton Royds Estate enabled this 
development just at the point when the Countess of Rosse became reluctant 
to grant mining rights, preferring to sell off the land for housing development, 
a process which continued into the twentieth century. The deaths of George 
Heaton and G S Hogg were both followed by the closure of their businesses. 
Joseph Cliff's death in 1879 also marked the end of the Shipley Fireclay 
Company, although his other businesses continued under his son. It is 
unknown whether these closures also marked the end of viable coal and clay 
mining at the sites, although Fyfe extracted some Soft Bed coal from Rosse's 
land south of Red Beck in the 1890s.73 

While some proprietors were only concerned with coal and clay, several 
had other commercial interests. The Cockcrofts were textile manufacturers. 
Fyfe had been apprenticed in the worsted trade and also at times managed 
his father's lime and coal business in Shipley. Joseph Cliff's interests included 
the Union Iron Foundry in Bradford. Sometimes family money funded the 
enterprises, as with Fyfe's. Partnerships were another way to gain a lease. 
George Keaton was initially to fund Keaton Colliery while John Heaps did the 
day-to-day management, but this partnership quickly failed and Heaton 
became sole proprietor. Airedale Brick and Tube Company was a three-way 
partnership at times, one partner being another company (Bedford and Co.), 
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although each partner's role remains unclear. Indeed little is known about the 

detailed workings of these businesses. The undated photograph of the Fyfe 
brick works found among family photos has transformed our interpretation of 
the site. If any reader has documents or photographs concerning any of the 
enterprises mentioned in this article we would be very grateful if you would 
contact us through the editor. Available sources give only a glimpse of the 
lives of the working people who undertook dirty, difficult and dangerous jobs 
in collieries and brick works and who, like John Moorhouse at the Heaton 
kilns or Reuben Craven at Northcliffe Colliery, sometimes died in the process. 
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'OPEN SPACES ... FOR THE HUMBLER CLASSES": THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS IN NINETEENTH CENTURY 

BRADFORD 

By Norman A. Alvin 

Mid nineteenth century Bradford was not a pleasant place to 
live. In common with most industrial towns in England, Bradford 

was experiencing a rapid expansion. The start of the industrial 

revolution acted as a magnet, attracting people away from their 

rural existence and towards the industrial towns and their promise 

of a better life. The rapid expansion of the industrial base and the 

huge increases in population created grave social and 

environmental problems. Industrialists bought up land to build new 

factories whilst at the same time speculative developers filled in 

every available space by building often substandard housing for 

the new army of employees. As a result most of the open 

recreational spaces in towns were quickly disappearing, and in 

addition the Enclosure Acts had taken over many open areas and 

commons, further reducing the area for leisure and recreation. 

These problems were recognised by Parliament and in 1833 

a Select Committee on Public Walks was appointed to enquire into 

the use of public open spaces. Its recommendations led to the 

Enclosure Act of 1836 which provided some safeguards for 

common land near to the larger towns. The lack of public open 

space suitable for recreation was thought to be a factor in the 
increasing number of people resorting to public houses and 

gambling for their amusement. There was a feeling that the 

provision of alternative forms of recreation would be a calming and 
civilising influence, and thus the provision of public parks, public 

libraries and museums was seen as important. They would provide 

places where the common man could mix with the better educated 

and be influenced by their example. These were the aims: 

improving the health of the people, improving their cultural life and 

controlling their leisure activities. 
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Bradford provided a prime example of the problems created 

by the drift of people from the countryside and the expansion of 

industry, and in 1853 the Reverend John Clyde waxed nostalgic 

writing that, 'Fifty years ago Bradford was a neat quiet town 

trees grew in its centre, trout played in its brooks ... Every house 

had its own garden '2. But conditions changed rapidly, and when 
Frederick Engels visited in the 1840s he described the town thus: 

The older portions of the town are built upon steep 

hillsides, and are narrow and irregular. In the lanes, 

alleys and courts lie filth and debris in heaps; the 

houses are ruinous, dirty and miserable.3 

These changes were brought about by the enormous growth in the 

worsted trade and the consequent increase in population. A 

population of just 13,264 in 1801 had grown to 66,778 in 1841, and 

to 147,101 by 1871. Expansion at this rate inevitably meant that 

Bradford's administration and infrastructure was unable to cope. 

The town's social reformers, mainly middle class philanthropic 

industrialists, were concerned about the deteriorating conditions 

but little progress could be made because of local political unrest 

and the lack of a professionally organised municipal management 

system. It was not until 1847, with the incorporation of the borough, 

that an organised official local response could be made to the 

problems. 

As Bradford started to prosper, money began to be spent on 

improving the town to mirror its growing prestige. Central streets 

were widened and drained, public buildings and statues were 

erected, commercial buildings replaced dilapidated houses, and 

social reformers began to consider environmental problems. It was 

felt that the provision of more open spaces, where the working 

classes could obtain fresh air and exercise would improve their 

general health and help to deter outbreaks of disease. As 

Reverend John Clyde stated in 'A Plea for a Park', the working 

class needed space for 'running, leaping, tumbling, dancing, 

games and sports of all kinds.' It became clear that the time was 

ripe to attempt to make improvements. 
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Peel Park 

Figure I: Peel Park Promenade. 

Figure 2: Peel Park 1916. 
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The first suggestion of the need of a public park for Bradford 

was raised by Titus Salt in 1849 during his period as Mayor of the 
Borough. As one of the town's leading industrialists and an 

energetic philanthropist he was appalled by the living conditions 

prevalent in the town at that time. The general desire for a park 

began to gather momentum, fuelled not just by the wish for social 

improvement but also by the concept of civic pride. Bradford was 

seen to be falling behind other towns such as Manchester, 

Glasgow and Nottingham and it was felt that as the town's 

importance continued to grow, it should have the facilities to match 

its rivals. This argument was also used in the promotion of 

providing civic buildings such as St. George's Hall, the Wool 

Exchange, and the Town Hall. The death of Sir Robert Peel, in 

1850, provided the ideal impetus. This former Prime Minister and 

social reformer was much loved around the country and especially 

in Bradford for his work on introducing the Factory Act. In August 

1850 a public meeting was held to discuss a suitable memorial. 

Following much debate when schemes such as public baths and a 

wash house were discussed, it was decided a privately funded 

public park would be a suitable memorial to this great man. It was 

agreed to open a public subscription to provide funds for buying 

the land and carrying out the necessary landscaping. 

Titus Salt and Robert Milligan, both industrialists and former 

Mayors, immediately pledged £1,000 each. It was hoped that 

contributions would come from all classes of society and the 

Bradford Observer noted, "No doubt the rich could easily buy a 

park themselves; but this is not desirable, the public don't want 

exclusive charity. ,4 The workers responded by contributing more 

than £1,000 through monthly subscriptions, but the lower middle 

classes were more reluctant to make any meaningful contribution. 

During the next few years the park project was constantly debated 

as the Bradford Observer, Titus Salt and John Glyde kept pushing 

the scheme forward. Finally in March 1853 the trustees purchased 

a 16 acre plot of land in Undercllife for £3,000, and two months 

later an adjacent 28 acre estate was purchased for £9,000. Work 

began immediately on laying out the park with the provision of 
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walks, terraces and lakes as well as ornamental planting of shrubs 

and trees. 
As work progressed it became clear that finance was a 

problem. Although weekly and monthly subscriptions were still 

being made by working men, money was slow to come in from 

many of the middle classes, mainly owing to a depression in the 
textile industry but also because they had reservations about the 

park. Some thought, for example, it would be too popular on 

Sundays and divert people from religious observance and strict 

sabbatarianism. Income struggled to keep pace with interest 

charges, and several methods were employed by the Trustees in 

an attempt to increase funds. One plan was to sell off part of their 

land to local developers for building new villas. This was to be a 

common practice for raising funds and was employed by many 

local boroughs to help finance park provision, and was successful 

as many middle class citizens desired to live close to these new 

attractive developments. Another means of raising income was the 

holding of galas in the park. There had been a well established 

custom of holding galas in Manningham to raise money for the 

Temperance Society and for Bradford Infirmary. From 1853 galas 

were held in Peel Park with the income helping to defray the 

Trustee's debt, but despite these efforts the Peel Park Committee 

reported in 1861 that 'The apathy and cold indifference of our 

townsmen completely chilled their efforts 5. 

It was not until 1863, when special events were taking place 

throughout the country to mark the occasion of the marriage of the 
Prince of Wales, that a last effort was made to clear the debt. This 

was finally achieved in May 1863 when the Committee held a 

special meeting and the chairman, Henry Ripley, with a feeling of 

civic pride, announced that, '... now the pressure of the debt is 
removed.., they will soon be able to render it worthy of this large 

Community'6. Later that year the Committee held a public meeting 

to discuss future responsibility for running the park. They reported 

on their consultations with towns such as Manchester, Birmingham 

and Nottingham which had similar parks to Peel Park, and they 

recommended transferring the park to the Borough of Bradford. 

This proposal was accepted and on 7 th November 1863 the park 
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was formally conveyed to the Corporation along with numerous 

clauses relating to its use and management. 

The park proved an immediate success, with the frequent 

galas being particularly well attended. Visitor numbers were given 

an additional boost by the opening of nearby Manningham station, 
which brought people from South Yorkshire, the Aire Valley and 

even Lancashire. Despite its popularity it was realised that the 

park, well on the outskirts of the town at that time, was quite 
remote from large sections of the community, and the tired 

workers, the old and infirm were often deterred from enjoying the 

healthy breezes and pleasant scenery. There were also 

complaints, mainly from middle class visitors, concerning the 

stench from the Bradford canal, lower down in the valley, which 

many thought unbearable. 

Lister Park 
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Figure 3: Lister Park Estate 1851. 
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Figure 4: Lister Park Lake 1904. 

As the town continued to expand it was apparent that more 

parks were needed. Unfortunately there was another trade 

depression in 1865, leading to a lack of confidence in the town and 

a disinclination to impose additional pressure by increasing 

unnecessary public spending. Eventually the possibility of creating 

a park in Manningham arose. The land was owned by Samuel 

Lister who had, since the early 1840s, allowed the general public to 

use his grounds for an annual gala and also at weekends and 

Bank Holidays. His Manningham estate consisted of a hall and 54 

acres of parkland. Lister no longer lived there having left 

Manningham to live at Farfield Hall near Addingham, and so he 

drew up plans to sell off his Manningham estate for a development 

of large villas. The scheme was advertised in the Bradford 

Observer from 22 ndApril 1869. But this was not the time for 

property speculation and the scheme was dropped five months 
later. 

In the spring of 1870, Lister adopted a different approach and 
offered to sell his estate to the Corporation. The estimated value of 

the site was £71,000, but it was offered to the Corporation for 
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E60,000, and Lister promised to subscribe £20,000 leaving the 

Corporation to find the sum of £40,000. This would make it one of 

Bradford's most significant developments, and many Councillors 

were worried about spending £40,000 on a park when they were 

already committed to spending a similar amount on a new town 

hall. The proposal was fiercely opposed by many radical liberals on 

the Council, who accused Lister of profiteering. Lister responded 

by stating that he was selling the land at less than its market value, 

and offered to allow the Council to obtain its own valuation of the 

land and let them purchase it for half that amount. There was also 

opposition to a scheme that would provide a park in residential 

Manningham when there was more need for one in the densely 

populated districts of Horton and Bowling. It was argued, 

It is now a long time since Peel Park was bought, yet 

at the time subscriptions were being collected for it, the 

Hortonians ... were told that a second park would soon 

be purchased on their side of the town; but we all know 

that has never taken place yet, and if is likely to be 

almost indefinitely postponed if Manningham Park is 

purchased .. why should the town purchase a park for 

the aristocracy of Manningham Lane, who live in large, 

airy houses with plenty of garden and other open 

space around them, and who are quite able to 

purchase a park for themselves, if they want one, 

without asking for the working people to buy one for 
them .' 

After much debate, the Council decided to accept Lister's offer, 

and since the estate was already laid out it was able to open in 

October 1870, although further improvements were carried out 

over several years. 

Horton Park 

With the decision made to open Lister Park, the Corporation 
resolved to locate future parks in denser populated, working class 

areas of the town, with Horton and Bowling having the highest 
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priority. However the biggest impediment to further provision was 

finding suitable land at an affordable price. Other civic 
improvements were being undertaken competing for funds and 

park provision was expensive. A library, for instance, could be 

Figure 5: Horton Park 1903. 

stocked and opened for £2,000 to £3,000 but a park required 

expenditure of around £40,000. Bradford did not have many 

wealthy inhabitants; in 1852 it is estimated that 65% were rated at 

£5 or less per year. The majority of ratepayers were lower middle 

and working class with low incomes and little enthusiasm for 

schemes that would increase their expenses. In addition to their 

modest income, Bradford's middle classes were also susceptible to 

the fluctuating fortunes of the worsted industry. This also had a 

widespread effect on Bradford's charitable institutions throughout 

the nineteenth century. The contrast can be seen with Leeds, for 

example, when it proposed to buy Roundhay Park in 1872. There it 

was noted that neither ratepayers nor the council objected, 

although a few years earlier they had complained at the proposal 

to adopt the Public Library Act with its maximum rate of one penny. 

The search for suitable land continued and in 1873 a tract of 

land was bought in Horton. The land they were interested in was 

not as extensive as they would have liked, and belonged to several 
owners, making the purchase more difficult. In the following years 
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additional small parcels of land were bought as they became 

available. There was also a delay because some of the land they 

were interested in was owned by the Great Northern Railway 

Company. The Company was planning a new rail line close to the 

site of the proposed park and was uncertain of how much land it 

would require for its new line. It was not until 1878 that there was 
sufficient land to lay out a new park, at a cost of £55,736. In what 

was to become a common problem in future park development, the 

site of the park was quite challenging, being long and narrow and 

steeply sloping. The task of designing the park was given to Mr 

William Gay, of Bradford, who was able to take advantage of these 

physical problems; for example there were several springs on the 

site which he utilised to form a series of twelve small lakes. 

The public opening eventually took place on 2S' May 1878, 

when the Mayor, Mr Briggs Priestley, led a carriage procession 

from the Town Hall, followed by a large crowd of people. In his 

opening speech the Mayor stated they had tried to keep costs 

down and to "produce something that would be pleasing without 

aiming at anything very grand". Referring to the shape of the park 

which was long and narrow, he thought this was an advantage as, 

"it carried one portion near to the people of Great Horton and 

brought the other near the people of Little Horton". He also thought 

the park would help the temperance movement by "drawing the 
people away from the allurements of the gin-palace and other 

places of a similar character".8 

After further speeches from local dignitaries the park was 

declared open, and in the afternoon and evening there were 

musical performances by Oates Ingham and Sons' Reed Band and 

the Great Horton Band. The park was crowded with people until 

the gates were closed at dusk. 

Bowling Park 

The next promised development was to be a park in 

Bowling, but again there were problems with its early development. 

The first purchases of land were made in August 1874, when 61 

acres were bought from the Reverend G.B. Paley for £20,000. 
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E6,000 of this sum was contributed by the Waterworks Committee 
who needed land for a service reservoir. Other tracts of land were 

bought up, including part of the grounds of Boiling Hall that had 

been mined for coal and ironstone, resulting in a total of 53 acres 

being available for the new park. New access roads needed to be 
built and there were protracted delays owing to a dispute over 

ownership of the land. It was not until 1878 that the final piece of 

Figure 6: Pavilion Bowling Park. 

land was acquired for the sum of £14,000. The design for the park 

was put out to competition and was won by Messrs. Kershaw and 

Hepworth of Brighouse, who immediately set to work laying out the 

park. 

As with previous parks there were problems owing to the 

irregular shape of the plot of land and the steepness of the site 

which was open to the prevailing winds. Designed around a 

serpentine carriage drive, with interlinked paths the main feature 

was a 280 metre tree-lined terrace, 15 metre wide, leading to a 

bandstand. 
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Eventually the new park was ready to be officially opened 

on 41h September 1880 by the Mayor, Angus Holden. The opening 

was marked by glorious weather and great ceremony. There was a 
grand procession as guests were driven in carriages from the 

Town Hall to the park through streets lined with flag waving 

residents and it was estimated that more than 20,000 people 

gathered in the park for the opening. The Bradford Observer 

reported that almost every house along the route of the procession 

had its banner and bunting waving from windows or suspended 

down the side of the house. It was noted that many of these 

decorations had done good service on previous occasions and that 

several seemed to have little connection with the occasion. Among 

the inscriptions were, 'Success to Bowling Park', 'Men of Toil Be 

Free', 'God Is Love' and 'The Road To Prosperity'. The railway 

bridge was particularly well decorated. Its parapets being covered 

with decorations with one side of the bridge bearing the motto 

'Success to Bowling Park', surrounded by small banners and 

sprigs of heather and on the other side were the letters V. R.' 

similarly decorated. 

Finally arriving at the park the dignitaries mounted the 

platform where speeches were made. Crowds thronged the area 

around the platform, although the Bradford Observer noted that 

many of the crowd preferred to walk round the park rather than 

stand and listen to the speeches. In his opening address Alderman 

Holden referred to the pattern of developing park provision in 

Bradford, 

There was Peel Park, Lister Park and Horton Park, 
and now they had come to the next link in the chain. 

He hoped that in a very short time he would have the 

pleasure and satisfaction of seeing the fifth and last 

park on Bradford Moor.9 

They would then have completed an entire circuit of the town with 

all of its inhabitants within easy access of a pleasant open space. 

The Mayor then went on to expound the theory that amongst other 

things public parks would help to promote teetotalism. He stated 

that the Chief Constable had recently reported on the reduction in 

drunkenness in the town, and he thought that the provision of 

public parks had contributed to this. He hoped that men and 
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women would gather in the park and not be led into the 

temptations that existed in the town. He thought that parks and 

coffee taverns stopped people from spending their time in public 

houses. 

This was not the end of the project in Bowling Park as many 

more features were added in the following years. The winters must 

have been quite severe at the end of the nineteenth century for ice 

skating was a popular recreation and it was soon decided to spend 

£600 on creating an extra lake which would be available for 

skating. Additional features were provided by local Councillors and 

other benefactors, and included stone sculptures, ornamental 

trees, and drinking fountains. A further ornate drinking fountain 
atop octagonal stone steps was erected in memory of Councillor 

John Roberts Johnson, who died after contracting smallpox in 

Figure 7; Drinking Fountain, Bowling Park. 
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1893 while helping to rescue patients from a fire at the Isolation 

Hospital. In 1888 a fossil tree was presented by John Murgatroyd & 

Sons which had been found in their stone quarry at Clayton. A 
number of fossil trees seem to have been discovered around this 

time and most of the larger parks acquired one of their own. 

Bradford Moor 

The last area where Bradford Corporation desired to site a 

park was around Leeds Road, which was well away from other 

established or planned parks. Bradford Moor was an available 

open area of land, but it was in a derelict condition. Many piggeries 

and decrepit buildings had been erected without any thought for 

sanitation, and the lack of any drainage along with unsupervised 

peat cutting had created many swampy areas. The 1868 Bradford 

Waterworks and Improvement Act granted the Corporation power 

to purchase the Moor and all associated rights for conversion into a 
recreation ground. Eventually over 48 acres of land were bought 

but only 15 acres were destined for recreation, the remainder of 

the site being developed for housing. The elevated site was 

thought to be too exposed to be laid out as an ordinary park and so 

it was to be utilised as a recreation ground. 

Once again progress on the site was extremely slow and in 

February 1870 Alderman Farrar raised a question as to what action 

was being taken with the recreation park. In reply the Town Clerk 

said a sub-committee had been appointed in November 1869 to 

deal with the matter, but it had not yet had a meeting. In fact very 

little progress was made for a further fourteen years. Much of the 

delay in developing the area was due to a claim by the Bowling 

Iron Company who held the leases for mineral rights and wanted 

compensation for relinquishing them. The Company's offer to sell 

the lease at an exorbitant price was declined, and to make matters 

worse the Company sank a shaft raising a mountain of shale which 

would permanently disfigure the site. Fortunately it was discovered 

that the Company had a clause in their lease which required them 

to level any pit hill thrown up in the course of their excavations. 

Since the mining operations on the Moor proved to be 

unsuccessful, they abandoned them and agreed to pay the 

- 50-



Corporation £200 towards the cost of levelling the land. Following 

this agreement work began on laying out the ground in the early 

part of 1883. 
Although the area was mainly intended as a recreation 

ground, quite extensive landscaping and planting was eventually 

carried out. Plans were drawn up for laying out the ground and in 

1882 a tender of £4692 was accepted for carrying out the work, 

and for erecting boundary walls and ancillary buildings. The site 

was mainly rectangular in shape and its main feature was a central 

lawned area, some 260 yards long by 145 yards wide. At each end 

there was a stone alcove, 37 ft. by 16 ft., covered inside with blue 

Westmoreland slate. In the centre there was an octagonal 

conservatory flanked by greenhouses and potting sheds. At the 

lower part of the ground stood a range of greenhouses in front of 

which was a large flower garden 50 yards wide and 150 yards 

long. Steps led up from the garden to a central cricket and football 

field along with tennis courts. Beyond this there was a shallow 

pond, 120 yards long, being 40 yards wide at the ends and 

narrowing to 30 yards in the centre. There was a 9 ft. wide pathway 
around the ground with several connecting footpaths. The total 

cost was over £8,000 and the recreation ground was opened by 

the Mayor, Alderman Isaac Smith on 13th September 1884. 

Figure 8: Bradford Moor Park 1912. 
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The park proved to be popular from the outset and in 1902 it 

was redesigned because of the congestion at week-ends and 

holiday periods. Plans were drawn up for a new walk across the 
park and serpentine walks leading to a new band stand. From time 

to time applications were made for special use of the park. For 

example, permission was given in 1903 for the troops stationed at 

the adjacent Bradford Moor Barracks to hold a series of sports, 

although it was stated the park must remain open and accessible 

to the public. The troops were also allowed to use the park for 

practicing signalling on other occasions 

Harold Park 

Figure 9: Harold Park 1920's. 

So now the provision of parks in Bradford was complete. A series 

of five parks had been created, fairly evenly spaced around the 

town allowing reasonable access for all of its inhabitants. However 

Bradford was not the only borough to be involved in creating 

parkland for its people. The neighbouring North Bierley Local 

Board had also been busy. Their park project involved the 

enclosure of Wibsey Slack and Low Moor which was owned by the 

Low Moor Iron Company who were also lords of the manor. The 

twenty acres of land was unattractive, being rough, uncultivated 

and covered with pit shale, but the Enclosure Commissioners 
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granted a sum of £2,000 for levelling and draining the area. One of 
the main promoters of the Enclosure was Mr. Harold Gaythorne-

Hardy, the youngest son of the Earl of Cranbrook. He was for 
several years the manager and a partner of the Low Moor Iron 

Company, and living locally at Low Moor he took an active part in 

the wellbeing of the inhabitants and campaigned vigorously for the 
provision of a public park in the area. Unfortunately he died on 11 t  

June 1881, aged 32 years, before the project came to fruition, but 

in recognition of his work and enthusiasm it was decided to name 
the first park after him. The enclosure scheme which was initiated 

by the North Bierley Local Board and supported by the Low Moor 
Iron Company reserved parts of the common for development as 
recreation grounds. On 26 th May 1883 the Local Board held a 

special site meeting to discuss their proposal for two parks. They 

resolved that the new parks should be called Harold Park and 

Wibsey Recreation Ground and instructed the Engineer to draw up 

plans and an estimate of costs. One major concern for the Local 

Board was the presence of a reservoir on the site, which the North 

Bierley Mill Company used to provide water for their mill. The 

Board decided to ask the Company to contribute £50 towards the 

cost of converting the reservoir into an ornamental lake to improve 

the amenities of the park. If they would do so, the Board would 

allow the Company to use the water after it had left the park, 

although they would not commit themselves to provide a 

continuous flow of water. 

Plans were drawn up and in August 1884 tenders were put 

out for constructing and laying out the park, the successful bidder 

being John Brigg of Bingley, who was to be paid £1033 8s. 4d. for 

laying out the park and an additional £142 9s. 2d. for constructing 
a pond. Walks were laid out, mounds created for planting and 

miniature cascades and ponds formed from the stream which fed 

the reservoir. In one pond a silver bronze fountain was erected in 

the centre of a pond. At the top end of the park a hexagonal shelter 

was built, giving views of the park and the surrounding district. In 

November 1884 the Board gave permission to Mr. Sidney Kelletto 

erect a drinking fountain, by public subscription, in the memory of 

Hon. Harold Gaythorne-Hardy. Built of grey granite it was 

quadrangular in design with four drinking fountains. 
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Work commenced on the construction but an early 

indication of problems arose in March 1885 when the Board posted 

placards offering a reward of £1 for information about people 

"stealing, breaking, injuring or interfering with any trees, shrubs or 

plants in Wibsey or Harold Parks." 1° Later in the year there were 

complaints about two men, John Stringer and Richard Wilson, for 

misconduct and doing damage. Appearing before the Board they 

expressed regret for the damage done and were warned they 

would be prosecuted if they misbehaved again. Other incidents 

arose the following year when a letter was sent to Mr. Thomas 

Emmett telling him to prevent his geese from trespassing in the 

Park, and later it was reported that Mr. Joseph Walter had tried to 

enter the Park as the Caretaker was closing the gates. He 

persisted in trying to enter and used abusive language and threats. 

The Board wrote to say it would not tolerate such behaviour and 

that proceedings would be taken if he was reported again. In July 

1886 the Board decided that perambulators would not be allowed 

on the banks of the reservoirs and that notices should be fixed on 

each road and footpath. This was a recurring problem for in 1901 

Bradford Parks and Cemetery Committee decided to fix iron posts 

at the end of all footpaths opening on to the lake, to prevent 

'children's carriages being taken on to the embankment'. They also 

decided that smoking should be prohibited in all shelters in the 

Park. 

Work continued, but not without some criticism. In May 1885 

Mr Laurence Hardy wrote to the Board to say that he had credited 

£1113. 13s. for expenditure in the park, expressing approval of the 

work done but he would have been happier if larger trees and 

shrubs had been used in the planting, and that more money should 

have been spent on providing shelters and seats. He also thought 

the Board should ask for voluntary contributions in money or goods 

to aid the parks and he promised his support and also that of the 

Low Moor Iron Company. Following on from this last suggestion, in 

the following month, a Committee of Gentlemen was formed at 

Low Moor to raise subscriptions for the provision of seats and 

shelters in Harold Park. There were other contributions, with Mr 

Henry B. Woodcock offering to provide and erect a flagstaff in the 

park, while the Victoria Mill Company offered £50 towards the cost 
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of Victoria Pond and the Low Moor Iron Company paid for 50 seats 
for Harold Park and 25 for Wibsey Recreation Ground. Messrs. S. 

Wright & Son offered to make and present 40 cast iron plates with 

an inscription requesting visitors not to cross the grass. The 

custom of making donations continued after the Park passed to the 
responsibility of Bradford Corporation. In 1902 a monumental sun 

dial was erected in the park by public subscription in memory of the 

late Frank W. Milligan of Royds Hall, who was killed in the attempt 
to relieve Mafeking on 3ls March 1900. 

The Park was formerly opened on 1 gth September 1885 by 

Viscount Cranbrook, whilst Lady Cranbrook unveiled the Harold 

Memorial Drinking Fountain in memory of her son. There was a 
grand procession from the village to the park headed by the Wyke 

Old Band. Officers of the Local Board formed the procession along 

with members of the Memorial Committee, Freeholders, clergy and 

school children. Speeches were given praising Mr. Harold 

Gaythorne-Hardy and setting out the costs of the works. Finally 

Lord Cranbrook gave his speech in which he described how his 

family had been connected with Low Moor for 97 years from when 

the Low Moor Iron Works were founded in 1788. He stated that 

every man needed repose and recreation and as buildings steadily 

encroached on the countryside there was a need to create space 
for fresh air for people after finishing their work. He continued, 

It was not for him to say where men should find their 
amusement, or where they should find their recreation; 

but it ought to be his duty to keep good company. 

A man was known by his companions, and if you 

saw a man seeking good companions you might be 

sure he was engaged in good work. He trusted that 
good order and discipline would be kept in the park, 

and that it would be frequented not by those who 

wished to throw things into confusion or to do 

mischief. 11 

Wibsey Park 

In tandem with the work on Harold Park work was being 

carried out on Wibsey Recreation ground. The ground, consisting 

of thirty acres, was to be situated on the high ground above 
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Buttershaw Mills and bounded by a portion of Beacon Road, Slack 

Road and Slack Side Road. The Engineer was instructed to draw 
up plans and provide an estimate for laying out the ground which 
was officially opened on 251h May 1885. There was a grand 

procession from the Local Board offices led by the Halifax Band of 

Hope and the route was lined by a large number of local 

inhabitants enthusiastically waving bunting. As the procession 

reached the main street it was joined by children from various 

schools all carrying banners. There were about 2,600 scholars in 

total and to mark the occasion they were all given an illuminated 

commemorative card. The opening was made by Mr. James 

Bottomley of Farfield House, Buttershaw, followed by the usual 

number of speeches. The park was crowded with visitors for many 

hours while the officials went off to a substantial meal at the King's 

Head, Buttershaw. Although officially opened as Wibsey 

Recreation Ground the Local Board decided to rename it Wibsey 

Park in August 1885. 

There seemed to be the usual problems of unofficial use in 

the early years. In February 1885, before the Ground was officially 

opened, Mr. Joshua Wilson was called before the Board. He was 

accused of employing men to demand payment from people 

skating on the ponds in the recreation ground He was cautioned 

and warned not to repeat the offence. A Mr. Henry Breaks was 

brought before the Board, accused of allowing his horse into the 

Ground and letting it pull up a number of trees and shrubs. He was 

ordered to pay for the cost of repairing the damage and had to 

promise not to commit further trespass. In June the Board decided 

to erect posts just inside the entrance gates to prevent cattle 

straying into the grounds. In 1901 four young men were severely 

reprimanded and cautioned after complaints of misconduct and 

using bad language 

On 1t July 1892 Wibsey Park Sports and Galas Committee 

was formed with the aim of promoting sports, galas and band 

concerts to raise money for improving the park, because it was felt 

that the money allocated by the Local Board was inadequate with 

only a small sum being left for improvements after the Park-
keeper's wages had been paid. The sports were a success right 

from the start with the first event, held on 201h August 1892, raising 
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a profit of £40. The Committee had intended to make swimming a 
popular feature of the Park but this idea was abandoned after the 

first Gala as they discovered the lake was much too shallow. One 
popular feature organised by the Committee was a series of Brass 

Band Concerts and the Sunday afternoon performances were a 

great success. 

As part of the Enclosure award North Bierley Local Board 

continued its park provision by laying out a recreation ground at 

Odsal and finally a small park at Oakenshaw. Eventually named 

Victoria Park this was finally opened in July 1897. Two years later, 

in 1899, the Board's area was incorporated with its larger 
neighbour Bradford who continued to expand its boundaries by 

adding other neighbouring villages such as Tong, Idle, Thornton, 

Allerton and Heaton. Most of these townships had made some 

provision of open spaces for their villagers, although the majority of 

these were in the form of recreation grounds rather than the 

grander parks provided by their larger neighbour. 

Bradford's period of park building had thus come to an end by 

1880, with a ring of parks providing areas of open land easily 

available to the majority of its population. Although no more major 

parks were to be created, the Corporation continued its good work 

by providing a number of small parks and numerous recreation 

grounds to enable its people to enjoy the benefits of fresh air and 

exercise. Although the Corporation's main aim was to improve the 

health of its citizens it was also mindful that this new provision 

could be a useful means of modifying their behaviour, but 

discussion of this aspect must wait for a future article. On 

completing the inner ring of large parks Bradford's provision of 

open public space was a rival to any other borough in the country. 

Most of its citizens were proud of their Council's efforts and would 

agree with the words of Alderman Priestley's speech on the 

opening of Bowling Park when he stated, 

He had seen many parks across the Atlantic, but he 

had not seen a better system than that adopted by 

Bradford, of providing parks so that every inhabitant 

could get to one of them in a quarter of an hour. In 
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America he always told the people who spoke to him 

on the subject that if they wanted to see the park 

system well developed they must come to Bradford in 

Yorkshire. 12 
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A SOUND AND LIBERAL EDUCATION FOR GIRLS: 
THE ORIGINS OF BRADFORD GIRLS' GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

By Pauline Ford 

there appeared to be a great apathy in connection with 
education - especially the education of girls - in Bradford, and the 
first establishment of lectures for ladies was a great deal sneered 
at, as being in advance of the time.' 

The education that was to be given [at Bradford Girls' Grammar 
School] was to be of the highest character - the best that the 
county could provide .2 

The first of these quotations refers to 1868, when a series of 
lectures for ladies in Bradford was being discussed. The speaker, 
F.S. Powell, describes some of the ridicule that ensued. The 
second is only six years later, 1874, and the speaker here, Robert 
Kell, is describing Bradford's proposal to start a secondary school 
for girls, which was expected to rival any in the country. How this 
change was brought about is the subject of this essay. 
I am going to place the origins of Bradford Girls' Grammar 

School in 1868, for reasons that will become obvious later. At that 
point the education of women and girls in England was in dire 
straits. The working class children might attend a dame's school, 
or a National school (Anglican) or British school (Nonconformist) if 
they were not working. If they were working in the mills they were 
supposed by law to receive some education at a factory school, 
but there was no proper supervision of what was taught. The 
education of the working classes was the subject of W.E. Forster's 
1870 Education Act, setting up elementary schools with enough 
places for the population. These, however, were not expected to 
include the middle classes. 
The middle and upper classes had more leisure, but not 

necessarily more in the way of education. Their daughters were 
often taught at home by governesses, but these governesses were 
generally women from families which had fallen upon hard times 
who had no training. There were girls' boarding schools, but these, 
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with some notable exceptions, were generally felt to provide girls 
with accomplishments for show - dancing, singing, etiquette, 
possibly another language rather than with a sound education. As 
Lord Frederick Cavendish said at the opening of BGGS, this 
education was 'superficial, aiming at mere accomplishments and 
doing nothing thoroughly.'3 Many from the middle classes would 
rather not send their daughters away to school because they felt it 
was better for their daughters not to leave home, (and the expense 
of this may well have been a factor too), but there were hardly any 
girls' secondary day schools of a good standard. In 1850 North 
London Collegiate School was founded, of which Miss Buss was 
later the headmistress, but this was in London - not much help to 
the Yorkshire manufacturing families. 
The more prosperous of these families - the lllingworths, the 

Salts and many others - had enjoyed a period of prosperity since 
about 1850. Inventions such as power looms and machine combs 
had initially produced Chartist agitations, but these had died away 
after 1850, and industry started to benefit from the new inventions 
leading to increased prosperity between 1860 and 1874 .4 There 
was a prosperous middle class now in the city with daughters to 
educate. The Bradford industrial elite tended towards Liberal 
politics5 and Nonconformity in religion  This was a progressive 
group and it seems likely they would be ready to accept that girls 
should be educated as well as boys. 
The topic of middle class girls' education was beginning to be 

discussed in intellectual circles, notably in the Social Science 
Association in the 1860s, but even so, was not receiving the same 
attention as the education of middle class boys. Much of this was 
supplied by the endowed grammar schools, but the quality of the 
education offered was felt to be in decline. Many of the schools 
had been set up centuries before with specific endowments that 
reflected the donors' wishes then, but did not lead to the most 
modern education. For example, the preponderance of the 
Classics prevented modern languages or science being taught 
extensively - subjects which seemed more relevant for an 
industrial age. Apart from this, the standard of teaching was often 
bad' and there was an example of this close to home. The 
education offered by the Bradford Grammar School was 
considered so deplorable that Jacob Behrens, a prominent 
member of the Jewish community, had erected a High School at 
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his own expense rather than send his son to the Grammar 
School8 

The Schools Inquiry Commission 

Whether to stick rigidly to the wishes of the founders when they 
made the endowments or release the money to be used more 
profitably in other areas had already been the subject of 
discussion in the Social Science Association, which contained 
many of the liberal thinkers of the age. In response to this, in 1864 
the government set up the Schools Inquiry Commission under the 
chairmanship of Lord Taunton to consider these problems, 
especially how to make best use of endowments, and bring the 
grammar schools into the modern, i.e. Victorian, age. It was 
essentially an enquiry into the 'education of the middle class'.9 The 
Commissioners were expected to visit grammar schools (they 
visited 782 in the end) and give a report on them. 
The education of girls was not originally included in the 

Commissioners' brief. Very few of these grammar schools 
included girls - even though in many cases the founders had 
referred to 'children', the schools had somehow become the 
preserve of boys. The need for secondary schools for girls might 
well have been overlooked but for the intervention of Emily Davies, 
famous later as the founder of Girton College in Cambridge. She 
had for years been concerning herself with improving the 
education of women and girls. In the course of this work she had 
met and been supported by Lord Lyttelton, Joshua Fitch, and 
Henry Roby who were among the Taunton commissioners. They 
were men of liberal opinions, and at her prompting, and having 
received memoranda from other notable women, were very willing 
to include the education of girls in the investigation. 
The Commission embarked upon its huge task of inspecting 782 

boys' schools, and also inspecting representative girls' schools in 
each area, providing the headmistress would allow it. Some 
refused. 1° 
They produced their report (The Schools inquiry report). 11 This 

confirmed the bad state of the boys' grammar schools, and a 
separate chapter, chapter 6, written by Lord Lyttelton, confirmed 
that girls' education was on the whole bad or non-existent, 
censuring it as superficial and showy. 12 
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The recommendations of the Taunton Commission became law 
under the Endowed Schools Act of 1869.13 This was piloted 
through the Commons by W.E. Forster, Liberal Member of 
Parliament for Bradford and minister responsible for education in 
Gladstone's first administration. Basically it laid down the 
establishment of a national secondary education based on existing 
endowed schools. A new scheme was to be drawn up for each 
school, which (among other things) could suggest a better use for 
endowments. Most importantly for girls' education, Section 12 of 
the Act said 'provision shall be made so far as conveniently may 
be for extending to girls the benefit of endowment'. 
The next stage was the appointment of Endowed Schools 

Commissioners to draw up these schemes. The chief 
commissioner was Lord Lyttelton, the friend of girls' education, 
who had earlier helped Emily Davies. Canon Hugh Robinson of 
Bolton Abbey worked with D. R. Fearon and J.L. Hammond 
(assistant commissioners) on the West Riding of Yorkshire. The 
commissioners had to go back to the schools originally inspected 
and draw up a scheme for each, which, as well as the use of 
endowments, would include things like the grade of the school, the 
number and sex of the governors, the curriculum, etc. In addition, 
it would also look at what provision from the endowment there 
should be for girls. Having been subjected to public scrutiny these 
would need royal approval before adoption. 

Forster had agreed that Bradford Grammar School would be the 
first school for which the Commissioners should frame a new 
scheme. 14 The original charter for this in 1662 had said the school 
was 'for the teaching, instruction and better bringinge upp [sic] of 
children and youth ...', yet in 1871 only boys were included in the 
school. 15 The new Scheme, dated 1915 August, 1871 stated: 'This 
foundation shall consist of two branches, one for the education of 
boys, the other for the education of girls. 16 This clearly envisaged 
that a girls' school, once built, would get a share of the total 
endowment of the boys' school of £800 per annum. 

In July 1870 the governors of the boys' school were asked for 
£300 from their annual endowment of £800 to be assigned to the 
girls. Their initial reaction was not favourable: 'the principle of Girls' 
education is approved of but the Governors consider it of much 
importance to have a first-rate boys' school and until that is 
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established would prefer not to cripple the funds' 17. Eventually a 
compromise was reached: the governors of the school were 
directed to pay an annual sum of £200, a quarter of their 
endowment, to the girls' school. This was to increase to £250 on 
the cessation of the pensions to the schoolmaster and usher. This 
could be deferred for three years. 

Before the Bradford governors are condemned for not being 
more enthusiastic, it must be remembered that in comparison with 
what was happening elsewhere they were generous. Leeds 
Grammar School had an income of £2,500, but gave the 
Commissioners the answer that all would be needed 'for the 
proper support of the school ... and that it is not possible to make 
any provision for girls'18 The Commissioners could not insist 
because the wording of the Act was that they should only provide 
endowments for girls, 'as far as conveniently may be'. No 
compromise was reached here. 
The agreement at Bradford was a great victory in principle - the 

girls' claim was being acknowledged by a government commission 
and accepted by the boys' school, but where were the buildings 
that this annual sum of £200 was going to maintain? To find how 
these were acquired, we must look at what has been happening in 
Bradford over these years. 

The foundation of the Bradford Ladies' Educational 
Association (BLEA) 

On 161h April, 1868 the Bradford Observer had the following 
report: 'Yesterday, a meeting of ladies was held in the saloon of 
St. George's Hall, under the presidency of the Rev. W. Mitton, 
MA., and attended also by Miss Clough, as a representative of the 
North of England Council for Promoting the Higher Education of 
Women.' Miss Jemima Clough, later the founder and first principal 
of Newnham College at Cambridge, was a founder member of the 
Council. This had been organizing lectures for women in five 
northern cities - Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, and 
Newcastle - in the previous winter. Miss Clough explained that 
the object of the meeting was to form a committee to carry out in 
Bradford the work which had been commenced during the past 
winter. 
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Further to this, Rev. S.C. Green moved That a society be 
formed to be called the Bradford Ladies' Educational Association, 
for the purpose of instituting lectures on literary and scientific 
subjects.' This was seconded by Mrs. Hertz. 
This was the birth of an organisation that was later to be 

intimately connected with the origins of Bradford Girls' Grammar 
School. But at the beginning its aim was not so high. It was 
following the trend of lectures for ladies, which was happening in 
the northern cities, and also at the Sorbonne, where such lectures 
were said to be 'popular in the highest reaches of society'. 19 
Two clergymen are mentioned. Rev. W. Mitton had been 

installed as incumbent of St. Paul's Church, Manningham in 
1848.20 Rev. S.C. Green was president of Rawdon Baptist college 
in Oct. 1868 '21 so the Anglican church and the Nonconformists 
were both represented. 

In the course of the meeting Mr. L.C. Miall moved that certain 
influential ladies, whose names he read, be appointed a 
committee, together with five or six gentlemen. Unfortunately, the 
Bradford Observer does not give the names, and I have not been 
able to trace the minutes of the BLEA. The minutes exist for the 
Leeds Ladies' Educational Association, and include various letters 
from the Bradford Association. The other source of information is 
the local press, chiefly the Bradford Observer. 
Through the Bradford Observer we can see that this committee 

arranged several courses of lectures for ladies. Later there are 
adverts for these lectures, which list the whole committee. I have 
transcribed one from the Bradford Observer, 261h January, 1871. 

Mrs. Titus Salt Mrs. Semon 
Mrs. Alfred Priestman Miss H. Taylor 
Miss Lambert Miss Lucy Dale 
Mrs. Andrew Schlesinger Mrs. Berensdorf 
Mrs. Alfred IIIingworth Mrs. Robert Kell 
Miss Mittori Mrs. Pesel 
Miss C. Thornton Mrs. W. P. Byles 
Mrs. West 

Mrs. Hertz, Hon. Secretary 
Aldam Heaton, Esq., Treasurer 
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Although it was said at the foundation meeting that five or six 
men were to be on the committee, this is all ladies (apart from 
Aldam Heaton). Somehow the ladies have superseded the men, 
but without the minutes it is not possible to tell when that 
happened. They are in fact a very interesting group of ladies, and 
it is worth looking at the composition of the group in more detail. 

Mrs. Titus Salt, jun. is the 
daughter of Joseph Crossley of 
the influential Liberal and 
Congregational Crossley family 
in Halifax. She married into the 
equally Liberal and 
Congregational Salt family as 
the wife of the younger Titus, 
who took over the business. 
This shows support from the 
Liberal nonconformists, as 
does Mrs. Alfred lllingworth - 

Margaret lllingworth, daughter 
of the powerful Oakworth 
Methodist and Liberal mill 
owner, Isaac Holden, and wife 
of Alfred lllingworth, a partner Catherine Salt, courtesy of 
with his brother in the large Saltaire Archives, Shipley College 
Whetley Mills. He became 
Liberal MP for Knaresborough 
between 1868 and 1874, then MP for Bradford from 1880 to 
1895.23 Robert Kell is another well known Liberal export merchant 
living at Heaton Mount.24 Similarly Mrs. Alfred Priestman is the 
wife of a member of the Quaker Liberal Priestman family. Her 
husband was a worsted spinner in Bradford employing 380 
people .25 
There are at least two members of the Church of England listed. 

Miss Lambert was involved in many church causes, and has a 
commemorative window in Bradford Cathedral (the parish Church, 
as it was then). Miss Mitton must be Emma Mitton, the twenty-five 
year old daughter of Welbury Mitton, the incumbent of St. Paul's 
Mariningham who was present at the inaugural meeting .26 
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There are four members of the German community listed. Mrs. 
Semon is the wife of Charles Semon, head of an important textile 
exporting business, and the first Jewish mayor of Bradford in 1864. 
Mrs. Andrew Schlesinger, is Mary, aged forty seven, the wife of a 
German yarn merchant and Mrs. Pesel is Isabella Pesel, aged 
twenty nine, wife of Frederick, a stuff merchant. 27 
The fourth member, Mrs. Hertz, is the only one of these women 

to have an entry in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. It 
lists her support of educational causes for working class women, 
including the foundation of the Bradford Female Educational 
Institute in 1857. Her obituary mentions her devotion to culture 
and to small unpopular causes .28 
A newer member of the Committee was Mrs. W. P. Byles, wife of 

William Pollard Byles, the son of the founder of the Liberal 
Bradford Observer. The BLEA had been attracting favourable 
reviews and items in the paper ever since it started, so this is not a 
surprising appointment, but surely a useful one. 
The 1871 census shows that many of the committee members 

lived near each other in the districts of Manningham and Heaton. 
It was a group that included the wives of some of the most 
powerful men in Bradford, mostly Nonconformist, but kept its links 
with the Anglican Church. Miss Lambert was a very active 
member of the committee, who became the Honorary Secretary 
when Fanny Hertz moved to London. 

The next development was classes as opposed to lectures. 
These classes are described in detail in a later letter from Hannah 
Lambert, dated April 1 1t1874 to Mrs. Eddison, of the Leeds 
Ladies' Educational Association, who had asked about the 
classes .29 

[The classes] arose through a proposal of the masters at 
the Grammar School, who volunteered to give instruction to 
ladies. We began with Latin, Mathematics, German and 
Science to which French & physiology were afterwards 
added. 

More details follow, but I would specially like to stress this 
cooperation of the masters of the boys' grammar school. Miss 
Lambert mentions it earlier in a letter dated April 19th 1973. ° 'We 
receive so much help from the very able masters of the Grammar 
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School ...'This is a very important point, as it certainly did not 
obtain everywhere. A comment from the Leeds Association was 
'Miss Wilson wished that in Leeds they had a body of gentleman 
who would thus come forward and volunteer to give them 
instruction. (Laughter and applause.)' 

The proposal for a school 

The next great project is mentioned in the same letter from Miss 
Lambert of April 19th 1973: 

our great object now is, to establish a public day school 
for girls [the first mention of this]; we think this the most 
necessary educational need, for young ladies here are not 
well enough educated to profit by clever lectures; they want 
well grounding. 

So the Bradford Association have moved on from offering classes 
to girls to seizing on the opportunity offered by the allocation of 
part of the annuity of the bos' grammar school and are looking to 
start a school. On March 4 , 1874, the Leeds Mercury gives more 
details about the plans for this school: 

The Bradford Ladies' Educational Association . . are 
labouring steadily to establish a girls' school of a superior 
class herein Bradford. Between £3,000 and £4,000 has 
been promised in subscriptions. 

There is also mention of a private school run by Mr. Watson at the 
corner of Hallfield Road and Manningham Lane. 
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The position of the Girls' Grammar School on l-lallf,eld Road. 
OS. map 1893. 1:2,500 street plan 

The Scheme for the Management of the Bradford Girls' 
Grammar School 

In the Bradford Observer for November 12th 1874 [pg. 1] there is 
an advertisement for the Annual meeting of the BLEA on 
November 18th 1874, at 3pm in the large hall of the Grammar 
School. This was to be an extremely significant meeting. 

a resolution in favour of the scheme for the Endowed 
Girls' School will be presented for consideration of the 
meeting. The chair will be taken by Mrs. Titus Salt, the 
President of the Association The meeting will be a public 
one, and all friends of the Higher Education of Women are 
requested to attend. Mrs. Schlesinger, Miss Lambert, Mrs. 
W. Pollard Byles: Honorary Secretaries to the Association. 
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The meeting was duly held and was reported in the Leeds 
Mercury, November 191h 1874 and the Bradford Observer, 
November 19th 1874 [pg. 7]. 
Mention has already been made in the case of the Bradford 

[Boys] Grammar School of the importance of these schemes. 
Essentially they gave what amounts to a constitution to a school, 
laying down the powers of the head and the governors, 
establishing curriculum and fees and much more. An individual 
could not suddenly make changes, as could happen with a 
proprietary school. It gave 'elements of permanence and 
development' .32 This meeting was to lay the scheme for the 
Bradford Endowed Girls' School before the public, and, if accepted 
send it for royal assent. 
Some details of the scheme were described by the Secretary, 

Miss Lambert: 

It provides that the school shall be managed by six 
governors, six of whom shall be men, and six shall be 
women; that the subjects of instruction shall be such as to 
afford in the fullest sense a good and liberal education; and 
that the tuition fees shall be moderate - £6 per annum being 
the minimum and £12 the maximum fee .33 

Other clauses were not mentioned by Miss Lambert, but are all 
detailed in the scheme .34 One of these, section 25, states that a 
headmistress should be appointed as soon as possible and it lays 
down her salary -£120 per year plus a payment according to the 
number of girls in the school. 
Very importantly, in section 40 it lays down the maximum age at 

which a girl may leave school as 19 years. This indicated that the 
pupils could be prepared for university. This marked Bradford 
Girls' Grammar School as a first grade school, and the first one to 
be established for girls. It also made it the equivalent of the boys' 
school, which had also been set up as a first grade school. Other 
girls' schools, including Keighley Drake and Tonson School, had 
been established earlier under the endowments scheme, but not 
as first grade schools. The leaving age in the case of Keihley 
was 17, (section 49) marking it as a second grade school. 
The subjects of secular instruction are listed in section 48: 

Reading and Writing; Arithmetic, Book-keeping and Mathematics; 
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English Grammar, Composition and Literature; History and 
Geography; Latin, and some one or more modern foreign 
language; Natural Science; Political and domestic Economy, and 
the laws of Health; Needlework; Drawing and Vocal Music; 
Calisthenics. 
These and more were the provisions of the scheme, and Miss 

Lambert closed by saying that the scheme was now before the 
people of Bradford, and, if approved it could go on to obtain the 
sanction of Her Majesty by order in Council. 
The resolution was passed and the meeting went to appoint Mrs. 

Titus Salt, Mrs. Keeling (wife of the head master of the boys' 
grammar school), Miss Lambert and Mrs. W.P. Byles as the first 
four of the lady governors. 
Rev. H. Keeling commented that 'the establishment of a girls' 

school would have a beneficial effect on the boys' school also, as 
the girls would incite their brothers to earnestness and 
perseverance'. It is not known whether this was the result. 
The next stage was clearly getting the scheme for the girls' 

school approved. This took place on 5 th August, 1875. 

The headmistress 

The head could now be appointed. Miss Lambert had been very 
definite that a woman should be chosen. In a letter of April 22d 
[1874] she had said 

/ myself and all our committee are determined to have a 
lady  at the head of our girls' school; we have had a hard 
fight for it with some of the gentlemen governors, but we 
have conquered, I think. If the heads of girls' schools are to 
be men it would shut out women from all the prizes of the 
profession, and would do very much to lower the estimate 
of woman's capacity. 36 

It was not always the case that a woman was chosen. However, 
the scheme had specified a headmistress, and the only problem 
now would be to find a woman with sufficient experience. Thirty 
candidates applied and the governors appointed Miss M.E. Porter, 
the headmistress of Chelsea High School, who had also been 
headmistress of the Drake and Tonson school in Keighley for a 
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short time, and had presided over the 
Boiham Training school for teachers in 
Devonshire .37 

She looks rather severe and Baumber 
in his study of Keighley Girls' Grammar 
School quotes one or two incidents 
which show she did not have a well 
developed sense of humour. One of 
these is that, being rather plump, she 
got stuck in a stile on a school picnic, 
and had to be pushed through. This 
caused amusement to the others, but 
not to her. However, she did have 
many other qualities - Baumber also 
quotes one of her staff, Miss S.H. 
Crabtree, who recalled that 'Miss 
Porter was an excellent teacher and 
pioneered the lecture method of 
teaching. 38 

The buildings and the pupils 

Miss Mary Eliza Porter, 
first headmistress of 
Bradford Girls' Grammar 
School Courtesy of 
Bradford Girls' Grammar 
School 

Meanwhile, the BLEA having raised £5,000 for the purchase of the 

Hallfield School, found that they would need £2,000 for further 
adaptations to the premises The Bradford Observer, 271h 

September, 1875, describes the process: 

Under the voluntary direction of Mr. Richard Mawson, 

architect, extensive alterations have been made, and the 

accommodation now includes a large assembly hail, seven 

good class-rooms, an art-room, a dining-room, large 

lavatories and dressing rooms, and dwelling-rooms for the 

head mistress. In addition there is a capital play-ground 

(concrete), and a gymnasium, the latter, however, being not 

quite ready for use. 
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The school buildings. Courtesy of Bradford Girls' Grammar School 

The pupils' hours of attendance were from 9 am to 1 pm on 
weekdays with a whole day holiday on Saturdays .40 By the time 
the school opened there were over one hundred pupils and the 
books were closed. I have not traced any class lists, but the 
inspectors' reports have been preserved at BGGS. I have looked 
at a small sample of pupils I could identify in the 1881 census, 
which is too small to be statistically valid, but I think it gives a 
flavour of the composition of the school. There are seventeen 
records: seven of them are very clearly manufacturers (stuff 
merchants, etc); and three of the others are connected to textiles 
(drapers, etc.); four parents are unconnected to textile 
manufacture, but three at least are professionals (doctor, 
newspaper, auctioneer, livery keeper); one description is hard to 
read but could be an oil merchant; two widows, including a 
widowed dressmaker, Annie Farrell. She was untypical, and her 
daughter, Jessie, came into the school from an elementary school 
on a scholarship. 
Some of the surnames of the ladies of the BLEA do occur. 

There is an M.A. Byles and an A. Schlesinger . Although neither of 
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these, according to the census, is in the direct family of the 
members of the committee, they were probably part of the 
extended family. Gertrude Pesel is definitely the daughter of 
Isabella Pesel. 

The opening ceremony 

The school was officially opened on Wednesday, September 29th, 
1875 (although the refurbishment was not entirely complete). The 
list of the attendees shows the importance of the occasion. 
Lord Frederick Cavendish of the local aristocracy with a seat at 

Bolton Abbey; his wife, Lady Lucy Cavendish, daughter of Lord 
Lyttelton, chief commissioner of the Endowed Schools 
Commission, and niece of Mrs. Gladstone; W.E. Forster and 
Matthew Wilson, MP for Skipton, and Mr. John Morley, an eminent 
of letters; Jacob Behrens as head of the German community, and 
many members of the local industrial elite, and the BLEA. 

All the speeches are reported in the Bradford Observer for 3Qu1 
September 1875. Miss Porter, the headmistress, was the first to 
speak. She emphasized the need to learn things thoroughly, and 
to have a love of learning for its own sake that they could follow 
later in life. 'If they wanted to develop intelligence in their pupils 
they must give them time to think", she said. Also she was against 
'high pressure' systems of learning. Her ideas on education were 
summed up in the resolution moved by Sir Matthew Wilson in the 
evening meeting, 'This meeting recognises the importance of a 
sound and liberal education for girls'. 

I can only summarize the other speeches. Some ideas were 
common - that women needed higher education to make them 
better intellectual companions for their husbands, and better 
mothers; that the higher education of women should be kept 
strictly separate from the question of women's suffrage. (They 
obviously thought that was far too hot to handle.) Mr. Glyde, the 
chairman of the School Board, expressed some envy of the 
amount of money that could be spent per pupil at the grammar 
schools, and Forster rushed in to say that there would be 
exhibitions for girls from board schools. The need for scholarships 
from school to the new 'ladies' universities' that were coming into 
being was also mentioned. Funds for these were promised and 
very soon girls were progressing to 'the ladies' universities', as, for 
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example Marion Greenwood did to Girton College on a school 
scholarship in 1879.41 More than one person stressed that this 
was the first first-grade day school for girls in England, and 
Bradford had done well to secure it. 

This had indeed been Bradford's great achievement. Not 
regarded as a city of high culture, it had stolen a march on other 
cities, and especially its neighbour, Leeds, in securing a first grade 
education for its middle class girls. Dr. Hodgson, speaking at the 
school opening, referred to 'a great wave of agitation and opinion 
which was passing over the whole country'. Undoubtedly the 
foundation of Bradford Girls' Grammar School was partly a result 
of this, but there were local factors, which, I think put Bradford at 
the forefront of the agitation. 

It helped to have W.E. Forster, the energetic and totally 
committed minister with special responsibility for education, as the 
city's Member of Parliament. He had arranged that the boys' 
grammar school should be the first to receive a scheme, which 
then recommended the founding of a girls' school.The close 
cooperation which they received from the boys' grammar school 
was quite different from what was seen in Leeds, for example. 
The wealth of the manufacturing community was willingly given 

to finance the school buildings, and with their largely Liberal and 
Nonconformist background, this was a course they could support. 
The local German community showed by their acts that they 

were keen for a liberal education for their girls as well as their 
boys. It is worth noting that the first synagoue founded in 
Bradford was a Reform synagogue in 1880. 2This indicated a 
progressive element among their manufacturers. 
Last but not least, the BLEA was fortunate in its two secretaries. 

Mrs. Hertz was an intellectual in her own right. When she left she 
was succeeded by Miss Lambert whose energy and determination 
are shown by the letters I have quoted here, and others, which I 
have not been able to include. With her belief that the girls of 
Bradford should be 'well grounded' she was a worthy figure to 
preside over the administrative detail which was required in putting 
the scheme together and founding the school. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
(All the books reviewed here may be borrowed by members from 

the Society's library) 

Saturday Night & Sunday Morning: The 2001 Bradford Riot and 

Beyond by Janet 8ujra and Jenny Pearce. Vertical Editions 

(www.verticleditions.com) 2011. 220 pp. ISBN 978-1-904091-49-

3. £13.99 

The 2001 Bradford riot may be a fading memory for many, but 

what started as a peaceful demonstration against a banned Far 

Right march on Saturday 7' July that year 'ended in one of the 

most violent examples of unrest in Britain for 20 years' (Cover 

text). More than 320 police officers were injured as they battled 

rioters who hurled missiles and petrol bombs, pushed burning cars 

towards them, and torched buildings. Riot damage amounted to 
£7.5 million, nearly three hundred arrests were made and nearly 

two hundred people were charged with riot, leading to prison 

sentences of four years or more. 

Saturday Night & Sunday Morning, published ten years 

after the events it chronicles, provides an objective and measured 

account of what happened, why it happened, the aftermath, and 

what has happened since. The authors are Dr. Janet Bujra, an 

Honorary Reader in the Department of Peace Studies at the 

University of Bradford, and Jenny Pearce, Professor of Latin 

American Studies, also at Bradford University. The research is 

thorough and well-presented. 

The book starts with a descriptive account of what actually 

happened, pieced together from newspaper reports, photographic 

evidence, and eye-witness accounts, including both those of the 

rioters and the police themselves. In neither case were the parties 

clear as to what was happening, caused by a lack of leadership on 
all sides. Efforts are made to make sense of how the riot (and the 

satellite disturbance at Ravenscliffe) developed as it did, and the 
underlying causes. Why Bradford? Analyses cover the economic 
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decline of Bradford with its consequent unemployment which tell 

particularly hard on the immigrant communities; the problem of 

young people in this post-industrial labour market; the 
demographic mix of population; the contrast between Inner and 

Outer Bradford; and fear of the fascist and anti-immigration Far 

Right (NF, BNP and EDL). Other issues were Bradford's long 
tradition of non-conformity and radicalism; the rapid cultural, 

gender and generational changes: the rise of Black and Asian 

voices combined with anti-racist and anti-fascist activism; poor 

police—community relations (evidenced in the 1995 Manningham 

disturbances); poor inter-group communication and the culture of 

separatism, leading to community 'comfort zones' (ghettos); and 

the confused politics of multiculturalism. 

The vigorous media campaign to identify the culprits is 

noted, the harsh sentencing that followed, and reactions to it. The 

authors argue that the 2001 riot reflected a collective failure of 

groups in Bradford to address a social legacy of industrial decline 

in a multicultural context. It did great damage to the city's 
economic recovery and image. On the positive side the successful 

management of the unwelcome visit by the English Defence 

League in 2010 showed that lessons had been learned. The 

'Bradford Syndrome' had been laid to rest and there was now a 

'different narrative': we are a cosmopolitan city. 

This attractively produced book is a welcome addition to the 

study of Bradford's history. The prose reads easily and although 

deeply researched, is free of jargon. There is an impressive list of 

books, reports and websites consulted, though I sorely missed the 
lack of an index. In addition to its definitive account of the riot itself, 

the background analyses will remain an excellent starting point for 

any future study of Bradford. 

Bob Duckett 

- 78 -



BD8 & Beyond by David Moulds. Grosvenor House Publishing, 

Guildford, Surrey, 2012. 237 pp. ISBN 978-1-78148-540-8 £9.99 

Ruf Cut by Kathy Clayton. Publish America, Baltimore, USA 

(www.publishamerica.com) 2005. 214 pp. ISBN 1-4137-8544-1 

£15.50 

One of the values of reading autobiographies is that it can lead 

one to experience things you would never experience otherwise. 

My experience of football supporters fighting those of rival teams, 

bar brawls and visits to A & E, are thankfully rare, but not to David 
Moulds. His has been a life of violence: '... cut' twice, bashed with 

bottles, bats, bar stools and with bone breakages into double 

figures, having stared down the barrel of a gun on two occasions 

and having around two thousand physical confrontations' (Cover 

blurb). Visits to hospital were common with twelve major 

operations involving knee, ligament, tendon and veins/artery 

procedures, accumulating over seven hundred stitches and 

staples. Successive court appearances resulted in a six month 

spell in prison and a Community Service Order. 

BD8 & Beyond starts with a fairly typical 1960s Girlington 

boyhood - Lilycroft, Drummond and Rhodesway schools, engineer 

apprentice at Renolds, football supporter, and partial to a drink 

with the lads. Fights on the football terraces and bar brawls came 

to dominate. "On arrival at Wolverhampton, most of our coaches 

were bricked by their boys." The author joins the Bradford Scooter 

Club, which was not all pleasant rides in the Dales and wholesome 

camping: "We were well outnumbered but were tooled up with iron 

bars, hammers and bats, all located under the scooter seats. The 

confrontation didn't last long but there was plenty of 'claret". 

David's expertise with the 'verbals' and the 'physical' found its forte 

in being a doorman (aka 'bouncer') in the pubs and clubs of 
Bradford, an occupation later supplemented by spells of debt 

collecting. 
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At first I was repelled by the constant aggro and bad 

language. Mates going from one confrontation to another, spilling 

'the claret' and avoiding the police. But we learn much about the 

culture. We learn of doorman 'on the take' from drug dealers, of 

the development of violence from fists, bar stools and smashed 

glass, to razors, firearms, gas canisters, even machetes. 

Disturbingly we learn of Asian gangs, of West Indian drug dealers, 

and the Bradford Whites, not forgetting the Bradford City Ointment 

boys. We learn of 'skins' and 'rockers'; of chasing 'totty' and 

'pulling as much skirt as possible'. We learn, also, of the Bradford 
pubs and clubs in question. 

Not that Mould particularly sought confrontation, he just 

inhabited a world where it was endemic, "We were on a mission to 

let our hair down and have a top day on the booze," Indeed, much 

to my surprise, I found the author to be an engaging and moral 

one ("A person should stand by what they say, a man's word is 

his bond and he can be measured by the strength of his word") 

and, despite his reckless life-style, a reasonably successful 

engineer and manager. I even take his side when he complains of 

being 'set up' by others. 

For the local historian, the book is a virtual documentary of 

this particular social scene; numerous people and places are 

named. The book concludes with a list of 42 members of the 

Bradford Scooter Club and 69 Doormen. 

Ruf Cut is a novel rather than autobiography, but is based on the 

author's own life as a teenager with a tough upbringing in 

downtown Bradford. Set in 1975 the story follows a year in the life 

of Sam, an unwanted child, now a sixteen year old girl whose 

mother died when she was eleven and her father a bigoted 

alcoholic. Sam comes from a squalid council estate in the heart of 

Bradford where prostitution, thieving, drug abuse and general law 

breaking are the norm. We recognise 'Sunglyn' and 'Brownhams' 

departmental stores, which are scenes of shop-lifting. The life of 

'prossies' on Lumb Lane, and where they took their clients, is 



described in graphic detail. 'Ruf is the violent drug-dealing 

Jamaican boyfriend (the dialect was hard-going) and Sam gets 
thrown out of her home as a 'Nigger over'. She goes foraging for 
fire wood when the electric is cut off; there is a sadist school 

teacher; appearances in court; and beatings. The book, although 

well-crafted, is littered with obscenities and graphic sexuality. It is 

certainly no romantic Mills & Boon; more in the Andrea Dunbar 
Rita, Sue and Bob Too tradition! We may not like the Bradford it 

portrays, but it did exist, or something like it. As such it merits a 

place on our local history bookshelves. 

Bob Duckett 

Leeds-Bradford Airport through Time by Alan Phillips. Amberley 
Publishing, 2012. 128pp. £14.99. ISBN 978 1 4456 0609 5. 

The thousands of travellers who pass through Leeds-Bradford 
Airport each year on their way to find the sun probably never give 
a thought as to how the airport developed. This fascinating book 
not only tells the story of the airport from its opening as Yeadon 
Aerodrome in 1931, but it also recounts the story of early flying 
days in the area and its association with the adjacent AVRO 
factory. The book follows the usual Amberley pattern of one or two 
illustrations per page with the early ones reproduced in sepia 
whilst the modern ones are in colour. The last chapter deals with 
the airlines which have used the airport over the years. Certainly a 
book for the aircraft enthusiast, but one which also covers an 
unusual aspect of local history. 

David Croft 

Slavery in Yorkshire edited by John A. Hargreaves and E. A. Hilary 

Haigh. University of Huddersfield Press 2012 £24 ISBN 978-1-
86218-107-6 

Although this book is a collection of essays arising from a 

conference hosted by Huddersfield University in 2007 to mark the 

bicentenary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade, its 
subtitle is 'Richard Oastler and the campaign against child labour 

in the Industrial Revolution.' 
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The work presupposes at least a general knowledge of the 
social, economic and political scene in the first half of the 191h 

century but the seven essays by specialists in their fields are well 
written and accessible. 

The introductory chapter by John A Hargreaves sets out the 

aim of the collection and summarises Oastler's campaign. (It is 
unfortunate that one of the most dramatic events, the 'Pilgrimage 

of Mercy' of 1832, is wrongly dated throughout this chapter as 
1833.) 

The second chapter, by James Walvin, is an excellent and 

moving short account of William Wilberforce's campaign against 

the slave trade and reminds the reader of other Yorkshire links 

with this trade, not all as worthy as Wilberforce. The essay points 

to the underlying principles behind this campaign, that of the 

factory reformers, opponents of Poor Law regulations and the rise 

of Chartism. 

Chapters on Oastler's Methodist background, the 

Huddersfield Short Time Committee and Oastler's return to 

Huddersfield in 1844 have perhaps more specialised appeal but 

are equally well written and readable. 

Press and People: Oastler's Yorkshire Slavery campaign in 

1830-32 by Edward Royle is a useful account of the campaign and 

the great need for it. It is particularly helpful in explaining the 

origins, backgrounds and stances of the various newspapers 
active at that time. 

In the final chapter, Dr. Hargreaves offers a reassessment 

of Richard Oastler and the extent to which he might be regarded 

as a revolutionary, bringing out again the principles which 

motivated both Oastler and Wilberforce. He quotes Asa Briggs, 

writing in 1961, 'Oastler is largely a forgotten figure today He is 

forgotten not only because the details of his life are unfamiliar but 

because the extraordinary circumstances which drew him into 

prominence seem complex and remote.' 

This book should go a considerable way towards remedying 

that state of affairs. It is beautifully presented and wèll illustrated 
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with photographs, drawings and reproductions of posters and 

newspaper articles - and it is available in the Society's library. 
Huddersfield connections naturally dominate, but if your 

interest is primarily in the history of Bradford you will find much of 

value since Bradford is acknowledged as central to Oastler's 

campaign. The part played by Bradford factory owner John Wood 

in initiating the work is properly, if briefly, described. 
Oastler's statue stands in Bradford, thanks to an 

overwhelming vote by subscribers. It would be wonderful to think 

that parents still pointed it out to their children and explained its 

significance as my father did to me. 
Astrid Hansen 

Local Musical Heroes by John C. Eastwood. 2012. 61 pp. £3. 
Contact 01274 542153 

Spanning two centuries the author has gathered together 

remarkable details of the lives of local musicians, some of whom 

became well known much further afield than the title suggests. A 

number are forgotten or hardly known today, so this is a real 

service, bringing back to mind their achievements. 

This is a work of scholarship delving into some hidden 

corners, but is at the same time easy to read and digest. One has 

to admire the breadth of detail, the anecdotes, and chuckle at 

some of the asides, which can be sharp at times. Readers will be 

surprised by connections made between significant national and 
international events. Behind the scene arguments, quarrels and 

devious dealings add spice. 

Among surprises and amazing snippets is the statement 
that Walter Parratt at the age often had memorised all Bach's 48 

Preludes and Fugues. A feat for someone twice that age. 

This is an illuminating and worthwhile publication which 

deserves wide readership. There are a number of very local 

references which give the work a personal feel but may need 

further explanation if a wider readership is to be considered. 
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The author confirms his intention to write a second part, 
evidence of more worthies deserving to have their stories retold 

At that point combining the two into one volume deserves 

consideration and presenting the material in a better and more 

permanent format. If the complete story were then to be advertised 
more widely than the immediate locality, perhaps 'Bradford', 

'Yorkshire' or 'West Yorkshire', as the author feels appropriate, 
could be included in the title. 

John Hansen 

John Wood: Bradford's Father of Factory Reform, by Astrid 

Hansen. Published by the author (email: 

johnhansenwilsden37.fsnetco.uk; telephone: 01535-275937) 38 

pages, £4.50. 

Among the many distinguished Bradfordians whose stories are 

almost completely forgotten was the leading industrialist John 

Wood, who has all but disappeared in the shadow of Richard 

Oastler. Yet it was John Wood who persuaded Oastler to take up 

the cause of the factory children, leading to the Ten Hours Act. 

John Wood supported Michael Sadler's parliamentary campaign 

with a huge amount of his own money as well as personal 

endeavours, and this led directly to Lord Ashley's involvement and 
his great reputation as the philanthropic Earl of Shaftesbury. 

As the owner of possibly the biggest worsted spinning 
business in the world, John Wood could have lived a life of luxury 

and ease and taken his place among the high society of the town 

and county. Instead he chose to devote himself to a cause, which 

for many years brought nothing bur conflict and frustration. In this 

well-researched booklet, historian Astrid Hansen has traced 

Wood's involvement in the cause of children's welfare at work and 

given us a lively account of this neglected local hero. 
Bob Duckett 
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THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY 

Following a lengthy period when the Society's Library was 
unavailable due to the problems at the Central Library, I am 
pleased to report that thanks to the management of The 
Bradford Club, part of our library is once again available to 
members. The second floor Snooker Room at The Club 
now houses our books relating to the Bradford Metropolitan 
Council area - this includes Bradford, Bingley, Shipley, 
Baildon, Keighley and Ilkley. These books are available for 
loan to members and the library is normally open for about 
half an hour prior to each of the lectures, and again at the 
end of the morning for books to be borrowed and returned. 
Books are issued for a period of one month and are due for 
return on the date of the next lecture. Donation of books 
relating to the Bradford area are always welcome. At the 
moment the situation regarding the remainder of the 
Society's library, which consists of the Yorkshire books and 
back numbers of various journals, is still uncertain. 

Members wishing to use the library or donate books 
should speak to David Croft, the Librarian, at any meeting. 

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 
The following books have been added to the library during 
the last year: 

01 - Societies 
01 The Bradford Club: a brief history. PACKETT, C. 

Neville. 1986. 
01 A centenary history of the Bronte Society, 1893-

1993. LEMON, Charles. 1993. 
12— History 
12 BRA Bradford through time. DAVIS, Mark. 2011. 
12 BRA Children's history of Bradford. WILSON, Maggie. 

2010. 
12 BRA From Bradford to Ilkley: a collection of panoramic 

photographs. 
HANSON, Paul. 1989. 

12 BRA Nostalgic Bradford: amazing local photographs 
covering almost 100 years. 1995. 
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12 ILK Ilkley through time. DAVIS, Mark. 2012. 
12 KEI Old Keighley in photographs. DEWHIRST, Ian. 

1972. 
12 LAI Laisterdyke allsorts, BRIDGELAND, Gina. 

1996. 
12 SAL The land acquisitions of Titus Salt in Shipley and 

Baildon. WATSON, Ian. 2011. 
12 SAL A penny for going : a history of Saltaire and its 

regeneration told through its shops. CLARKE, 
Roger. 2011. 

12 THO Thornton through time. WHITWORTH, Alan. 
2011. 

12 WIN Windhill folk remembered. WINDHILL 
MEMORIES GROUP. (Not dated). 

13— Social history  
13 BRA The invisible village. ALAM, M.Y. 2011. 
22- Historic buildinqs  
22 GIL Milner Field the lost country house of Titus Salt, 

Jnr. LEE-VAN 
DEN DAELE, R. and BEALE, R.D. 2011. 

33—Christianity  
33 ELM British Christianity in the Kingdom of Elmet: an 

investigation. THOMPSON, Ian. 2011. 
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THE BRADFORD HISTORICAL & ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

The One Hundred and Thirty-Fifth Annual Report 2013 

The Council of the Society has pleasure in presenting its 
Annual Report for the year ended 3l May 2013. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting took place at the Bradford Club 
on Wednesday 10th October 2012 with the President, David 
Croft in the chair. He welcomed those present and thanked 
officers and members of the Council for their work during the 
year. The meeting confirmed the Council's recommendation 
of the appointment of officers for the year and the 
reappointment of Maurice Smithies FCA as Honorary Auditor. 
A proposal to increase the annual subscription rate to £12.00 
with effect from September 2013 was put to the meeting and 
was approved. Following the formal meeting, David Croft 
delivered his Presidential Address The story of the trolley 
bus. 

LECTURES 
The Council is once again grateful to our Lectures Secretary, 
Betty Woodrow for arranging an entertaining programme of 
lectures. 

Following the accommodation problems of the 
previous year caused by the partial closure of the Central 
Library. the Society has settled in at its new home at the 
Bradford Club and attendances at the lecture meetings have 
increased. The opportunity for members to have lunch at the 
Club following the lectures has been greatly enjoyed and the 
Society would like to place on record its appreciation to the 
staff at the Club for making us so welcome. 

The programme for the year was as follows: 

121h September 2012 

10th October 2012 

The history of Gentlemen's Clubs in 
Bradford 
by Peter Townsend. 
Annual General Meeting and 
Presidential Address The story of the 
trolley bus by David Croft. 
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14th November 2012 

December 2012 

9th January 2013 

131h February 2013 

l3" March 2013 

10th April 2013 

8th May 2013 

A sound and liberal education for 
girls: the origins of Bradford Girls' 
Grammar School by Pauline Ford 
The history of Low Moor Motive 
Power Depot by Granville Dobson. 
The Battle of Towton 
by Dr. Peter Palmer. 
Bradford brick-making 
by Derek Barker. 
Power of the past; Yorkshire 
engineering by Maurice Craven. 
Bishop Blaise in Leeds and Bradford 
by Professor Peter Meredith. 
John Wood :Bradford's father of 
factory reform by Astrid Hansen. 

EXCURSIONS 
An afternoon visit to Wentworth Castle Gardens, near 
Barnsley had been arranged for Wednesday 24th July 2013. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Society currently has 93 paid up members including 
those in joint membership, an increase of 15 over the year. 
Eighteen new members joined the Society, one member died 
and two resigned. A total of 55 visitors attended our lectures. 

The Society was sorry to learn of the sudden death of 
Stanley King, a past President of the Society and well-known 
local and transport historian. 

The Council would like to thank Treasurer John Haigh 
for his work on behalf of the Society over many years, and to 
welcome David Glass as the new Treasurer. 

Our thanks also go to Muriel Shackleton who has 
retired from the post of Meetings Registrar after many years. 

LIBRARY 
Following discussions with the Bradford Club it has been 
possible to move part of the Society's library into the second 
floor Snooker Room at the Club. As space is limited it has 
only been possible to accommodate the books relating to the 
Bradford area but usage of this collection is growing. The fate 
of the Yorkshire books and journals remaining at the Central 
Library is still to be resolved. 
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The library is available to members, and books can be 
borrowed and returned before and after the lecture meetings. 

THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 
Issue Number 16 of the Third Series of The Bradford 
Antiquary was published in October 2012 and contains the 
usual varied selection of articles, including ones by members 
Mary Twentyman, the late Stanley King, Letitia Lawson and 
Derek Barker. The Society would like to thank the Honorary 
Editor, Bob Duckett for the work he puts into our annual 
publication. Bob has edited the Antiquary for ten years now 
and is looking for someone to take over from him in the near 
future. The Society would also like to thank Sarah Powell of 
Bradford Libraries for acting as Editorial Assistant. 

WEBSITE 
Dr. Brett Scaife, the Society's web-master has relinquished 
his post after a number of years, and the Society would like 
to thank him for his work Pete Walker, a member of Bradford 
Libraries staff has taken on the role on our behalf. 

FINANCE 
The Society's reserves decreased by £229 over the year, but 
there were exceptional payments totalling £425, including the 
cost of moving the library to the Bradford Club and a deposit 
towards the summer excursion. Therefore there was an 
operating profit of £196 in what may prove to be a particularly 
propitious year. It is difficult to predict how the forthcoming 
increase in subscriptions will affect overall profitability over 
the coming years. 

The Council wishes to express its thanks to all those who 
have helped towards the running of the Society during the 
year. The ambience of our new home at the Bradford Club 
has without doubt helped to make it a successful year. 

On behalf of the Council 
David J. Croft 

President 
301h May 2013 
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BRADFORD WORKHOUSE, 1882: MARTIN McNULTY'S TALE 

By Christine Alvin 

In the past, medical history has tended to be written by doctors, about doctors, 

and for doctors. Patients were seen through the eyes of doctors. F. B. Smith, a 

medical historian, commented that 'Patients loom small in medical history. They 

are the off-stage army in the drama of medical advance'. 

Useful first-hand records from this anonymous and forgotten army of bit-players 

are rare, but perhaps one of the advantages of researching medical history at a 

local level is the opportunity to uncover such material. In Bradford Archives I 

found an exceptionally detailed account of a patient's experience in a letter 

cataloguing the complaints of a Workhouse inmate to the Bradford Board of 

Guardians in 1882. 

For obvious reasons, the occupants of nineteenth century workhouses and their 

infirmaries left few personal records of their experiences. We rarely read the 

direct experiences of the paupers themselves. Inmates were usually not only 

badly educated, but also, as F. B. Smith pointed out, generally 'apathetic, 

acquiescent and diligent, if somewhat slow and ungrateful ... their protests rarely 

got to the world outside.'1 

The Growth of Bradford's Workhouse 

Bradford Board of Guardians was responsible for running the ever-growing, ever-

underfunded, ever-overcrowded Workhouse and Infirmary, which is now the site 

of St Luke's Hospital, where some of the original workhouse blocks still remain. 

In 1851 this was a new Workhouse, built to serve the recently reorganised 

Bradford Union. The building housed 350 inmates including fifty sick paupers.2 

The sick were in a detached Infirmary to the rear of the principle building. There 

were separate rooms for 'paupers afflicted with contagious or foul distempers 

kept carefully apart from the others', rooms for the nurse 'surrounded by closets 

and other useful contrivances', a surgery, and separate laundry facilities. A 

lying-in ward was in the main Workhouse building. Fever patients were still 

housed in an old fever ward well away from the main Workhouse. But as early 

as 1853 a further £1100 had to be spent on an extra wing for Infirmary 



accommodation, and by 1856 there were 114 patients in the Infirmary, but 

because of overcrowding there were additional sick paupers in rooms in the main 

building.' 

In 1861 the Male Infirmary was extended with an additional upper storey; three 

years later the other wing was similarly extended, although the initial proposal for 

space for 118 beds was later reduced to 85 beds. By 1867, after criticism by the 

Poor Law Board Inspector of the inadequate accommodation for sick males, it 

was decided to move the male patients into the lunacy wards where there was 

more space, and the lunatic inmates into the emptied sick wards.4 This gave 

only temporary respite, as by 1869 patients were often placed two in a bed, and 

the Visiting Committee recommended a new and separate building for the male 

sick, with ninety beds. After much delay and a reduction in the number of beds 

provided, the new Male Infirmary opened in 1872. 

In 1881 the Infirmary had seventy beds for male patients, and a hundred for 

female patients. Within the main site there was a separate fever and isolation 

block with twenty-eight beds. Children had mostly been moved out of the 

Workhouse into children's homes, but were treated in a ward below the Female 

Infirmary when necessary. There were 1100 inmates, including 226 sick 

inmates. No more major alterations were made until the 1890s, although rooms 

were often re-allocated.6 

Martin McNulty 

In one of the Bradford Poor Law Union Board's Minute Books covering 1882 is 

the remarkable testimony of a Workhouse Infirmary patient. His letter of 

complaint, and the ensuing inquiry, is transcribed in the Minute Book word for 

word, filling 20 pages of one of the solid leather-bound books. It gives a 

fascinating, but dire, picture of the reality of workhouse conditions. His 

complaints typify the shortcomings of the workhouse system nationally, and 

specifically of the Poor Law Medical Service. 

Martin McNulty was a former office worker. He described himself as having 

earned his living 'sat up at a desk, to which I had been brought up.' He had been 

admitted to the Workhouse Infirmary with an ulcerated ankle, the result, he said, 

of a broken leg several years ago which 'got bad' and never healed properly . He 
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had been admitted to the Infirmary at the beginning of March 1882, having, he 

wrote, 

had to give up my employment a few months previous, I laid up and tried to 

get if well, but it failed me, and as my money was done I was advised to apply 

here for admission. .. 

His children were also receiving support, though possibly not within the 

Workhouse. 

His letter to the Guardians, written in July 1882 was a compilation of complaints 

about 

the treatment he and other Inmates of the Male Hospital and of the Male 

Imbecile Wards had received at the hands of Mr. and Mrs Hilton the Nurses, and 

the Medical Officer, and containing charges affecting the management of those 

portions of the Workhouse. 

Staffing in the Workhouse Infirmary Wards 

Conditions in Bradford's Workhouse Infirmary at the time of McNulty's letter were 

bad, but not abnormally so. The Medical Officer was part-time, poorly-paid, and 

had inadequate supplies of limited drugs. Nevertheless, the MOs usually served 

for surprisingly long periods, despite regular arguments with the Guardians about 

provision of drugs, extra rations for the sick, and low salaries. In 1882 Or Proctor 

had been MO to the Workhouse for eight years, and was to continue there until 

1898 when he retired in old age. He was paid £300 for three to four hours work 

each day. A repeated topic of discussion and disagreement between Bradford's 

Guardians and their doctors was the amount of time devoted to the Workhouse 

patients as opposed to their private patients. However, an article in the Bradford 

Observer the previous year described the Infirmary, its history and conditions, 

after a visit to the Workhouse by a reporter who accompanied Dr Proctor on his 

rounds. The article praised almost every aspect of the Infirmary fulsomely, and 

stated that Dr Proctor visited the Workhouse Infirmary three times a day, saying 

that in this respect the Workhouse patients had better attention than his private 

patients. 
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Nurses in workhouse infirmary wards were mostly untrained and were assisted 

by pauper inmates sometimes known as 'Wardsmen'. Bradford had a high 

turnover of staff, and nurses were frequently dismissed. The drug regime was 

highly dependent on alcohol as a stimulant; this certainly had a bearing on 

standards of care and nursing. 

In Bradford the first nurse with experience, if not training, was appointed in 

1870, but was soon dismissed for misconduct, After this unfortunate start, more 

were appointed, and the higher numbers of nurses must have led to enhanced 

levels of care. The high turnover of nurses continued, principally amongst those 

caring for the imbecile inmates. In the Bradford Observer article mentioned 

previously, the head nurse of the women's block, Mrs Morgan, was described as: 

having served as hospital nurse under Drs. Leeson and Proctor for a period of 

sixteen years, and may fairly be said to have earned the designation of a 

"trained" nurse'. 

She never received formal training as a nurse, and did not retire until 1897. The 

same article described Mrs Hilton, the nurse in charge of the Male Infirmary 

wards, as having been 'trained at West Riding Lunatic Asylum, Wakefield', and 

being 'assisted by three wards-men and a kitchen-man'. Her husband, John W. 

Hilton, was the nurse in charge of the Male Imbecile ward; he would not have 

been a trained nurse. The Observer article also pointed out that the Imbecile 

ward inmates needed nursing by people with a peculiar aptitude' for having 

charge of 'these poor demented creatures'. Somewhat erroneously, it added 

that: 

Happily there are individuals who possess a special liking for the work, and the 

Bradford Guardians appear to have been fortunate in securing nurses of this 

order. 

McNulty's Letter of Complaint 

Less than a year later Martin McNulty painstakingly recorded a very different 

picture of workhouse conditions in Bradford. His complaints were examined by 

the Guardians, the points he made being dealt with one after another, with 

responses from Dr Proctor and the nurses concerned, from the wardsmen, and 



from other inmates who McNulty had named or who were present on the 

occasion of specific incidents. 

The first part of McNulty's catalogue of objections concerned cleanliness and 

conditions in the Mare Infirmary and Imbecile Wards, including, for example, the 

lack of washing facilities, which were sometimes locked. Towels were not 

changed every week, nor were separate towels provided for those with skin 

disorders. Tea mugs or cans were washed in the basins where patients had 

their leg ulcers cleaned, rather than in the kitchen. Soap, which was the same as 

that used for washing the floors, was not always available. Food was 

underweight, although he said that the Master of the Workhouse had dealt with 

this complaint. Clothes were dirty when handed out to new patients or inmates, 

and some were soiled with excrement. They were not changed as often as the 

rules required. McNulty said he had worn the same stockings for three to four 

weeks, another patient's were unchanged for six weeks. On occasion patients 

were left unchanged, unwashed, and untreated; one had become louse-ridden 

with neglect. Most of these complaints were denied by Mrs Hilton, the Male 

Infirmary nurse, but a confused picture emerged of the role of the wardsmen in 

ensuring that, for example, soap was available or was handed out when 

requested by a patient. It was admitted that clean clothes weren't routinely 

handed out to new patients, although they were supposedly 'examined' by the 

nurse after having been used by previous inmates or patients. 

Several of McNulty's complaints related specifically to the wardsmen, or pauper 

assistants. McNulty described them as a set of 'tramping beerhouse loafers', 

who came into the Workhouse regularly and got extra rations from the nurse for 

their duties. One, Thomas Paxman, 'has been in many times with a sore leg he 

can manufacture at any time ... they do all things with the knowledge and 

connivance of the Nurse'. They obtained drink from the male nurse of the 

Imbecile ward, John Hilton, all being drunk together at times. Paxman in 

particular, as well as Hilton, were responsible for the cases of physical and 

mental cruelty which McNulty cited in detail, mostly involving the elderly imbecile 

patients. Only one or two of these cases were verified by inmates; generally 

there was uniform denial, with patients stating that they had no complaints, had 

never complained, and had been very well treated. Mrs Hilton, said McNulty, 

delegated duties to the wardsmen, who were 'inexperienced, irresponsible, and 
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ignorant persons, some of whom cannot even read or write'. Despite almost 

everyone's firm denials of violent incidents against 'imbeciles' and otherwise 

vulnerable patients, a picture emerges of bullying and intimidation by the 

wardsmen and by Hilton the male nurse. 

McNulty's complaints about medical treatment concerned both Dr Proctor and 

the nurse, Mrs Hilton, who he said had the doctor under her thumb. McNulty 

quoted her as saying 'the Doctor will do what I wish him to.' He said that there 

were delays of up to a week before patients received their prescribed medicines, 

although Dr Proctor denied this. The nurse apparently over-ruled the Doctor's 

instructions, such as when he specified that lint be used for dressings, she used 

rags instead. These dressings were also neglected, and left unchanged. Two 

patients had died in bed without attention, a fault which the nurse admitted, 

saying she had no idea either 'was so near death'. McNulty asserted that some 

patients were discharged according to the nurse's whim, not the Doctor's 

decision. 

McNulty stated that the drugs were inadequate, calling them 'simple ineffective 

treatments'. Some had been handed out by the nurse without the Doctor's 

permission, although Dr Proctor responded that the nurse was only 'provided 

with a bottle of simple aperient medicine to be given as required to any patient'.' 

However, the truth of this is negated by an instruction laid down later that year 

from the Visiting Committee, that inmates no longer be entrusted with collecting 

stimulants, i.e. alcohol, from the Master's Office on the nurses' behalf. This 

implies that the nurse did have access to more than 'simple aperient medicine', 

and that there was an unacceptable degree of laxity in the system of supplying 

alcoholic medication. 

McNulty declared that Dr Proctor was negligent and that, 

the Doctor is not fit for his position, does not do duty for his salary of £300 per 

annum, nor does he care, to the best of his honest ability, for the patients, but 

keeps them lingering on instead of getting them well and off so as to spare you 

and the ratepayers expense and trouble. 

McNulty was dissatisfied with his own treatment, and recalled that until he was 

seen by Dr Bell, one of the Poor Law District MOs who happened to visit the 
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Infirmary, he had no effective treatment, but after Dr Bell recommended different 

medication he improved In his own case McNulty believed that, 

had I been properly treated from the first, that my ankle and leg would have 

been well, myself at work and my children also off your books, 2 months ago, 

instead of which lam shoved inhere to rot or get well as God wills. 

The Inquiry and its Results 

At the end of the Inquiry the Board found that McNulty had 'tailed to prove the 

truth of his most serious statements'. Time and again his witnesses denied his 

statements, and those that agreed with him were contradicted by other patients, 

and of course by the wardsmen and the nurses. This was despite McNulty's 

declaration at the end of his letter that 'I can prove these facts and there are 

some witnesses yet in Hospital and the House to prove most of them.' 

Was McNulty lying? Or mistaken? Or, as was suggested, pursuing a personal 

vendetta against the Workhouse and its staff? Or were the witnesses, mostly 

elderly men who were in and out of the Hospital and Imbecile Wards, too 

confused to remember the incidents and too habituated to the conditions they 

endured there Or were they bullied by the wardsmen, Paxman in particular, 

and by Mr and Mrs Hilton, who backed one another up whenever their behaviour 

was questioned, even when Hilton was accused of drunkenly beating his wife? 

As a result of the inquiry into his complaints the Guardians decided that 

Thomas Paxman was not allowed to be a wardsman if he entered the 

Workhouse again. The two nurses, Mr and Mrs Hilton, were cautioned, but were 

dismissed shortly after for repeated misconduct. There was no record of Dr 

Proctor being reprimanded, although the evidence suggests that he had been lax 

in his treatment, if not negligent. McNulty's statements about the standard of 

workhouse medical care accord with the situation throughout much of the 

country. But his catalogue of complaints show that the management as well as 

the medical care of the Workhouse Infirmary needed much improvement before 

the paupers could receive the compassionate treatment that they deserved. 

Conditions did gradually improve over the rest of the 1860s. One practical 

effect of McNulty's disclosures might have been the order for quantities of 'Toilet 

Soap' in addition to more cleaning and disinfecting materials. Large and regular 



quantities were ordered from later in 1882 onwards. Medical cases described as 

Dirty', such as scabies and other endemic skin infections, were segregated from 

other patients. The new regulations to control access to alcoholic stimulants 

have already been mentioned. 10 Standards of nursing were raised once 

properly trained staff began to be appointed in the 1890s, but the high turnover 

rate of nurses and other workhouse staff was always a problem. 

But as late as December 1885 the Visiting Committee reported complaints from 

the Male Infirmary patients. The men worked in an open-fronted shed known as 

the 'Chip Shop', chopping firewood for sale by the Workhouse to local 

shopkeepers, and protested that the sheds were bitterly cold. It is a reminder 

that life in a nineteenth century Workhouse Infirmary cannot really be compared 

to modern day hospital experiences. 

Martin McNulty 

What happened to Martin McNulty? Like most of Bradford's poor he disappears 

from the scene, lost in obscurity. But I looked up his name on the internet, just 

out of interest, and found that someone in New Zealand had been searching for 

information about him. She was the great-granddaughter of Martin McNulty's 

wife and we willingly exchanged the information that we had, and Martin McNulty 

became a little less of an anonymous pauper. 

As I had assumed, Martin McNulty had come from Ireland, maybe as a child 

when so many Irish people came to Bradford. He was a Roman Catholic. In the 

1881 Census he was living in Calcutta St, Bowling, aged 35, with the occupation 

of Civil Service Post Office Clerk. He was living with his mother, who was the 

head of the Household, and three children, two girls aged nine and seven and a 

three year old boy. 

McNulty's wife, formerly Ada Pickard, had apparently left him in 1879. She 

immigrated to New Zealand, leaving behind their three children, the youngest of 

whom, John Martin, must have been a small baby. She remarried in New 

Zealand in February 1880, and had more children, and in 1883 the two 

daughters joined her there. Apparently they were in a Roman Catholic School in 

Ireland by then, and a friend of their mother or maybe one of her siblings 

abducted them and sent them on to their mother. 



But as to Martin McNulty himself, and his son John Martin, I have discovered no 

more. These few years must have been tumultuous ones for him: the birth of a 

son, the loss of his wife, a period of illness, hardship and the disgrace and 

desperation of admission to the workhouse. Despite these problems he had 

enough spirit to have made an effort to fight the system, on his own and others' 

behalf. But his name disappears from the records - as do those of the rest of the 

'off-stage army' of patients of whom we know so little. 
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LILYCROFT MILL 1837-1871: 

THE FIRST MANNINGHAM MILL 

By Derek Barker 

Between 1871 and 1873 Samuel Cunliffe Lister erected Europe's largest silk mill 

at Manningham, Bradford, spending an estimated £500,000 in the process. The 

buildings were designed for vertical integration of production, with imported raw 

waste silk being cleaned, prepared, spun, woven, dyed and finished on a single 

site. A notable feature of the building was 'Lister's Pride', an Italianate style 

chimney, which alone cost £10,000 to construct. The mill was designed by 

architects Andrews & Pepper to be fireproof and had a working floor space of 26 

acres. There were departments for spinning, sewing, silk manufacture, pile fabric 

weaving, fancy weaving, dyeing, and finishing. From its elevated situation, 

Lister's creation still dominates the city of Bradford today. 

Familiar as it is, Manningham Mills was not the first textile factory to occupy 

this site. An earlier mill had been built shortly after Queen Victoria's coronation. 

That mill was also large by contemporary standards, although it did not approach 

the scale of its illustrious successor. In this article, for the sake of clarity, I shall 

always call the earlier construction Li/ycroft Mill, although at various times it was 

also known as Manningham, Lily Croft, or Lilly Croft Mill. Similarly the name 

Manningham Mill will be reserved for Lister's second creation. The names of the 

neighbouring streets have also changed with the passing years. Here the modern 

usage has been adopted, with earlier names enclosed by brackets. Samuel 

Cunliffe Lister, later Lord Masham of Swinton, will be referred to throughout 

simply as Lister. Full names are used for other members of his family, although 

doing so does produces a problem. Lister's father had changed his name on 

several occasions for what might be called dynastic reasons. Having been born 

Ellis Cunliffe by the time of Lilycroft Mill's construction he was known as Ellis 

Cunliffe Lister. By this additional surname he had inherited estates through his 

first wife Ruth Myers, herself the inheritrix of the Frizinghalt Lister family. Ruth 

died young and in 1842, in accordance with the will of his second wife's father, he 

changed his name again to Ellis Cunliffe Lister Kay. At the same time his eldest 

surviving son adopted the name John Cunliffe Lister Kay. For clarity I shall use 



surnames consistently, but in consequence there will be some naming 

anachronisms. 

A good deal of written evidence survives concerning the construction and 

appearance of the older mill, and its subdivision into various departments. The 

lives of the men and women who laboured there are far less well understood 

The activities of textile magnates were usually recorded but ordinary workers 

appeared in press reports only when they went on strike, or died horribly in fires 

and mill accidents. However, where they exist, newspaper articles and census 

returns will be used to record some details concerning the people who spent their 

working lives at Lilycroft Mill. Some of the older mill's masonry persists to this 

day within the fabric of the newer.' This article will not be devoted to architecture 

for it was the activities within the mill that were so significant to textile history. 

Lilycroft Mill was briefly associated with Titus Salt, and later Lister experimented 

there on the mechanical wool-combs which eventually earned him his first 

fortune. Later he became more interested in the uses of waste silk, and it is likely 

that the silk processing machinery which earned him a second fortune was also 

invented there. The first mill in Manningham certainly deserves to be better 

known. This is its story. 

Manningham Before The Mill 

The site on which the mill was erected was the old 'West Field' of Manningham. It 

was owned by a William Lister in the seventeenth century and had probably been 

in the same extended family since the Middle Ages .2 The construction of the mill 

pre-dated the incorporation of Bradford, along with Horton and Manningham, as a 

borough in 1847. The development of the mill complex is easily appreciated by a 

comparison of George Leather's 1811 map of Manningham with Thomas Dixon's 

map of the new Borough of Bradford, based on a survey of 1844-46 .3 The latter 

map also illustrates Manningham's rural isolation at that time. The only 

substantial buildings were the old village and the new mill. The construction of 

Southfield Square, and other urban housing projects, would take place only after 

1850. 

In the early nineteenth century Ellis Cunliffe Lister, father of Lister and his 

brother John Cunliffe Lister Kay, owned the site of the future mill. Contemporary 

maps show that his estate also included a good deal of land nearby .4 At some 



period the buildings of Lilycroft Farm had been erected at the corner of Lilycroft 

Road (Law Croft Lane) and Heaton Road (Lilycroft Lane). This farm and several 

fields were subsequently absorbed by the building of the mill but there was 

residual land from the original estate of 36 acres. There were no worsted mills in 

Manningham before 1838, although there were 200 local hand-loom weavers.' 

Woolcombing was the last stage of the worsted process to be mechanised, a 

future development which would be closely connected with Lister and Lilycroft 

Mill. Despite their appalling conditions of work, Bradford hand-combers 

participated in a famous strike in 1825, lasting six months, over a perceived 

threat to mechanise their trade .6 

The Construction of Lilycroft Mill (1838-39) 

As well as being a landowner, and one of the two Liberal MPs for Bradford, Ellis 

Cunliffe Lister was an experienced mill builder. He had erected Red Beck Mill, 

Shipley in 1815, and several others! The construction of a mill required a ready 

supply of mortar, brick, and stone. Lime for mortar could be brought from Skipton 

along a canal that had been open for more than fifty years. Bradford's own brick 

industry was well-established by 1837. Excellent building stone was never in 

short supply in a town with so many sandstone quarries. In fact, the contractors 

for Ellis Cunliffe Listers new mill, whose names I do not yet know, were able to 

employ stone supplies from his own delphs at Daisy Hill.8 The land north of Daisy 

Hill Back Lane, which is now the site of Hill Top Cottages and Lynfield Mount 

Hospital, was extensively quarried in the early nineteenth century. 

Iron framing of mill buildings was a constructional technique already employed 

at this time, and Charles Bage had constructed Ditherington Flax Mill in 

Shropshire in this way as early as 1797. Possibly this technique was adopted at 

Lilycroft although, as subsequent events were to demonstrate, the mill was not 

fireproof. In so large a building project there were, inevitably, fatal accidents.9 

According to Cudworth, the erection of the building was personally supervised by 

Lister himself. If this is true he must surely have had professional guidance since 

he was then only 22 years of age with no known practical experience in 

engineering or architecture. The newly constructed, though empty, mill was 

nearly destroyed in a most violent storm during the early part of 1839. The storm 

produced distortions to the walls but these could be corrected without any 



demolition being required prior to the filling of the mill with machinery.'5 Most 

mills were built in valley bottoms but Lilycroft Mill was an exception. I assume that 

the site was selected because it was available, owned by Ellis Cunliffe Lister, and 

was relatively undeveloped 11 (Figure 1) 

Once in operation the mill would require uninterruptible supplies of water and 

coal for the steam engines that powered mill machinery. Plans of the old mill 

show two 'dams' or reservoirs of water; how were they filled? It is known that the 

second mill sunk its own bore holes and had mechanical pumps; presumably the 

earlier mill did as well. Lilycroft Mill was built before the first railway line reached 

Bradford in 1846 so coal supplies must have been locally sourced. In any case 

coal was extensively mined within Bradford itself at that time and supplies could 

be had nearby in Baildon, Northcliffe, Frizinghall, Keaton, Bolton Woods, and 

along Thornton Road .12 Despite the difficulties, Lilycroft Mill was ready for 

business by 1839. One can imagine the Listers, father and sons, walking up to it 

from their home at Manningham Hall, located in the future Lister Park, along what 

become Victor Road (Broad Lane). 

fl. Old H&.,&fll,S., Hilt 

• b ay. W'5.I 

Figure 1. Lilycroft Mill. Reproduced from 'The Original Manningham Mill Liule,'s Magazine XVII, 65 
(194 1) p. 39. The original drawing was by 'Mr Wilson' but ills not certain who he was. One 
possibility is Samuel Eamshaw Wilson who married Thomas Amblers daughter, Martha Elizabeth, 
in 1856. 
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Samuel Cunliffe Lister (1815-1906) 

Lister's family had intended him for holy orders, but he preferred a career in 

commerce and industry. After taking a position with Liverpool merchants Sands, 

Turner & Co. he visited the USA on several occasions, finally returning to 

Bradford in 1838. At the age of 23 he entered into partnership with his elder 

brother John Cunliffe Lister Kay at the new mill, as worsted spinners and 

manufacturers, under the title of J. & S.C. Lister. Both men were born into 

Bradford's textile aristocracy but Lister uniquely possessed quite exceptional 

drive, ambition and inventive talents. He had a gift for converting the ideas of 

others into profitable commercial undertakings, and for attracting skilled men to 

be his partners. Lister was not an easy man to work with, nor did he give way 

gracefully when opposed, but the partnership with his brother prospered in 

Manningham. The 1842 White's Leeds & Clothing District Directory recorded the 

brothers' partnership: Jno C. Lister & S.C. Lister, 8 Market Street, presumably 

their town office, and Lilycroft Mill. 

The Amblers: The Design & Function of the Mill 

The original design of the mill can be determined from the detailed plans that 

survive, and from block plans incorporated into contemporary maps. Inevitably, 

the Lilycroft site was employed, adapted for the processing of several types of 

textile fibre during its 34 years of existence and, since 'form follows function', the 

existing buildings were modified, and new buildings were constructed, as 

commercial needs dictated. The external features of the mill about a decade after 

its construction are quite clear and are shown in Figure 1. The basic elements 

can be identified from Figure 2, a plan dating from 1849. (Figure 2) 

There was an associated dwelling, with a front and back garden, which for 

some years housed a man called Thomas Ambler who had an important role. 

The nucleus of the site was the mill building itself of four or five storeys, and a 

large weaving shed. There were also two warehouses. A mater supply was 

provided by the great and little dams. A row of twelve cottages for work people 

was part of the original design, and the following year a second row was 

constructed fronting Heaton Road (Lilycroft Lane). 
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Figure 2. The figure shoe's the arrangement of Lilycroft Mill about ten years after construction. It is 

derived from a plan included with an 1849 lease: West Yorkshire Archives (Bradford) DB66/Cl/149 

The other parts of the mill consisted of a yard and various necessary ancillary 

buildings: mechanics shop, stable and cart shed, gas refining plant, wash room, boiler 

house, chimney, and coal store. The mill could never have functioned at the chosen 
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site unless steam power had been readily available. The mill's power plant was a 1000 

hp beam engine which had been constructed by the Bowling Iron Company. Power 

would have been transmitted by line-shafting to the departments where it was 

required, and to individual machines by means of straps. The beam engine ultimately 

survived the destruction of the mill itself, although its metal-work would be blistered as 

a result of the heat to which it was to be exposed." 

Historian William Cudworth records that it was a 'mechanical genius, James 

Ambler, who planned Lilycroft Mill and determined what machinery should fill it. 15 

In the collections of the Bradford Industrial Museum is a letter from engineers 

Geo. Hattersley & Sons, Keighley, founded in 1789, indicating that they made the 

first power loom for J. & S.C. Lister in 1838.16 This was only three years after the 

first power loom in Yorkshire was built by Hattersleys for Messrs. Hargreaves of 

Burley Woodhead. There is a slight difficulty in identifying the genius concerned 

since Ambler is quite a common surname within West Yorkshire. The most 

famous textile Ambler in Bradford was Jeremiah (1801-1894) whose company 

constructed Midland Mills, Canal Road in 1871. When Lilycroft Mill was newly 

built, Jeremiah Ambler did in fact live in Manningham. He was then a farmer who 

over the next thirty years became an 'oil press hair and bagging manufacturer, 

and finally a worsted manufacturer and spinner. His son John Ambler (1828-

1910) was also a well-known worsted spinner. These men were not however 

directly related to the James and Thomas Ambler who were so significant in the 

early history of Lilycroft Mill. 

James Ambler (1784-1859) was born in Morton and married Martha Anderson 

(1787-1866) at Bingley in 1807. His eldest son Thomas Ambler (1810-1893) was 

born in Wilsderr, near Harden where his father's first mill was located. James 

Ambler's partnership at Harden was with James Whaley and Richard Smith as 

worsted spinners and manufacturers; it was dissolved in 1830.17 Most of James 

Ambler's children were baptised in Bingley up to 1831. He is said to have 

managed James Hargreaves's mill in Frizinghall in 1819 and lived at the Old Hall, 

Frizinghall, but I cannot yet confirm this. Later he was certainly the partner of 

Hargreaves's sister, Mary Hargreaves, in Burley Woodhead, but this partnership 

was dissolved by mutual consent in 1833.18 Both James and his son Thomas 

were evidently recruited for Lilycroft Mill at a very early stage. Thomas Ambler 
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lived in a purpose-built home at the mill site, Lilycroft House, and was mainly 

involved in buying and selling. For many years James Ambler lived at Trees 

Farm, Manningham, close to the mill. Trees Farm had occupied the area 

enclosed by North Park Road (Hasp Lane), Victor Road (Broad Lane), Oak Lane 

(Duce Lane), and Heaton Road (Lilycroft Lane). Ellis Cunliffe Lister had obtained 

this plot by exchange when he was consolidating his land holdings. 

The Early Years of the Mill 

In 1841 Ellis Cunliffe Lister's eldest son, Mr William Cunliffe Lister MP, died 

unexpectedly. His eldest surviving brother, and Lister's partner John, then 

adopted his complex surname and became the heir of his maternal grandfather, 

William Kay of Cottingham, who himself died the following year. 19 At some time in 

1842 the newly wealthy John Cunliffe Lister Kay decided to retire from his 

partnership and indeed from worsted spinning altogether. It was possibly under 

these circumstances that James Ambler acquired a partnership, although 

Cudworth suggests this had occurred earlier by arrangement with Lister's 

father .20 Whatever the uncertainties over its beginning there is no doubt that the 

partnership between Lister, James Ambler, and then Thomas Ambler continued 

for some years until dissolved by mutual consent in June 1858.21 The facts of 

Thomas Ambler's career are not entirely clear but he probably went into business 

on his own account before becoming a partner. 

We have an excellent idea of the situation of Lilycroft Mill at this time 

because of the fortunate survival of a lease dated 1849.22 For an annual rent of 

£1000, paid in two six-monthly units of £500, Lister obtained from his father the 

use of the mill 

with the engine house, warehouse, weaving shed, counting houses and other 

buildings, in Manningham. A messuage with the gardens, outbuildings and 

conveniences near the said mill, 35 cottages in Manningham near the mill, a plot 

of unoccupied ground at the northerly end of the said cottages containing about 

3,233 square yards, all the land at the back of the weaving shed and other 

buildings used as gardens containing about six acres, one rood and 35 perches. 

The lane or road running along the northerly side of the said lands and premises 
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subject to Ellis Cunliffe Lister Kay, his tenants and assigns having the use of it, all 

steam engines, boilers, steam pipes, water pipes, gas pipes, shafting, gearing, 

cisterns and other fixtures and all cellars, lights, yards and ways. 

From Ibbetson's Trade Directory of the following year (1850) it is clear that 

James Ambler still lived at Trees, Manningham, and Thomas Ambler at Lilycroft, 

Manningham, on the mill site.23 

The Invention of the Mechanical Wool Comb 

During this period Lister was engaged with the development of mechanised wool-

combing. He began to concentrate on combing, giving up weaving on his own 

account. Combing straightens the wool fibres and arranges them in parallel; it 

also separates the short fibres from the long. The shorter, noils, were used 

elsewhere while the long fibres, in the form of an untwisted assembly or top 

sliver, were employed in the next stage of worsted yam manufacture. Dr Edmund 

Cartwright, inventor of the power loom, first patented a mechanical wool-comb in 

1790, but his combing machine 'Big Ben' was not a commercial success. Over an 

extended period other inventors and manufacturers developed more reliable 

devices. The most familiar inventors' names are: Jasué Heilmann from Mulhouse 

in Alsace, Isaac Holden, George Edmund Donisthorpe, James Noble and Lister 

himself. The mill building was leased out to tenants. Among those recorded at 

this time were James Drummond, John Hill, Edward Salt, and Samuel Wooller.24 

In the 1847 White's Leeds & Clothing District Trade Directory Lister is described 

as 'carder and wool-comber' at Lilycroft Mill. The wool-combing was undertaken 

in the weaving shed. 'Daniel Salt & Sons of Lilycroft Mill, worsted spinners', are 

mentioned and were, presumably, leasing the mill itself.25 By 1849 the tenants 

were Hill & Drummond .26 

For many years Lister pursued his researches into wool-combing; James 

Ambler seems to have been the first of several associates in this enterprise. 

Between 1843 and 1849 Lister entered into partnership with George Edmund 

Donisthorpe, a wool comber and machinery manufacturer from Leicester. A man 

called James Noble had been granted a wool-combing patent in 1836 which, in 

exchange for an annuity, he assigned to Donisthorpe and his then partner.27 One 

of the strangest aspects of the collaboration of these two famous inventors, Lister 
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and Donisthorpe, was that though it resulted in a joint patent of 1850, no machine 

constructed according to this patent was ever worked commercially. 28 It is clear 

from Lister's business correspondence from the 1840s that purchase requests for 

mechanical combing machines (for example one from Wood & Walker in March 

1844) were being addressed to Lister and Donisthorpe jointly. Lister annotated 

this order with the remark; 'Mr Donisthorpe had sold to me his half share at the 

beginning of 1843 29 It seems that once Lister had bought out Donisthorpe's 

patent he sued the Alsatian inventor Heilmann for patent infringement, but lost. 

Ultimately Lister was forced to buy Heilmann's patent from its then owners, 

Ackroyds of Halifax and Sir Titus Salt, for £33,000. These companies were able 

to use the machines themselves free of patent rights .30 

Unquestionably Listers most famous wool-combing partner was Sir Isaac 

Holden. The two men were associated in the years 1847-59, the association 

beginning when the obviously talented Holden was short of capital. Their 

collaboration produced the Square Motion wool-comb, but for decades after they 

conducted, intermittently, an acrimonious public debate concerning whose 

contribution to this invention had been the greater .3' The two men intended to 

control wool-combing in France very much as Lister alone had come to control it 

in Britain .32 Although the partnership failed after a decade their ambitions were 

very largely achieved .33 In Ibbetson's 1850 Trade Directory, Lister is described as 

a 'wool-comber and top maker, (and combing machine patentee)' of Mill Street, 

Canal Road. He is also recorded as a machine top maker as part of Donisthorpe 

& Co. In 1853 Lister's father died and he took up sole occupancy of Manningham 

Hall, now leasing the mill premises from his elder brother, John. In the 1854 

Leeds & Bradford Directory Lister is described as 'woolcomber &c, house: 

Manningham Hall and S.C. Lister, woolcombers, 14 Chas. St. Mill St & Heaton 

Rd, Manningham'. James Ambler is described as a 'top manufacturer, Lister & 

Co.', with a house in Manningham, but was to die himself in 1859. Thomas 

Ambler had become a borough councillor for Manningham. 

Inventing and patenting may not have been without its controversies but by 

1860 Lister must have owned the world's largest wool-combing concern. His 

brother, father, and James Ambler had all departed or died. He was fully 

independent and his commercial genius was best revealed by his appreciation 

that a judicious purchase of patents could remove any competitors to his own 
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combs. Since the mid-nineteenth century he had held all the patents for the Nip 

mechanical wool-comb which he was able to market for the astonishing price of 

£1000 each. Better still by this year he was developing a completely new 

enterprise which would enable him to survive the difficulties in the Bradford 

worsted trade which marked the 1870s. 

Spun Silk and Pile Fabrics 

For some years Lister had continued the development of his Nip comb for wool, 

but he also developed a mechanical silk-comb in 1859 which was used until it 

was replaced by his own self-acting dressing frame in 1874. His main raw 

material was not the nett, or continuous silk filament, which had been woven for 

centuries, but 'waste' silk from sources such as pierced and damaged cocoons, 

or the fibres spun by silk moths to anchor themselves to twigs. Lister was 

certainly not the first textile manufacturer to appreciate that waste silk could be 

spun like other natural fibres but, in the years 1853-55, he clearly recognised the 

enormous commercial potential of this process .35 The story runs that he bought a 

large quantity of ostensibly inferior waste from Mr Spensly, a London waste silk 

broker, and perfected, after the expenditure of the vast sum of £250,000, 

machines to comb, spin, and weave it into a variety of desirable silk fabrics. 

Between 1857 and 1864, Lister claimed to have spent £360,000 on silk 

machinery but by 1860 his business as silk spinner and weaver had certainly 

commenced.m 

Lister was always prepared to back his own ideas to the utmost. At Addingham 

he owned Low Mill and had another partner, James Warburton, who had worked 

on the silk-combing machine himself.37 Initially the machine was troublesome, 

producing too little top and too much noit. James Warburton was so unsure of 

ultimate success that he dissolved the partnership in 1864, but the silk-comb was 

ultimately a triumph. Amazingly, in 1870, Lister spent £4000 prosecuting his late 

partner, who was found guilty of conspiracy to defraud him. Lister had travelled to 

liebigau in Saxony personally, forced open a desk, and seized incriminating 

documents from Warburton who, after conviction, fled abroad.m 

The most profitable use of spun silk was for weaving pile fabrics such as plush 

and velvet. Lister may have made some experiments himself but successful 

development of the process is associated with the name of José Reixach, whose 
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life-story was recounted by noted Bradford historian Wade Huslwick. 39 In 1868 

Reixach had been discovered in Spain by one of the mill managers, Benjamin 

Nussey. He was brought to Bradford to perfect the Jacinto Barrau y Cortés velvet 

power loom, the patent of which S.C. Lister had purchased for £2000. Essentially 

two pieces of plush or velvet were woven face to face and then split by a 

continually sharpened revolving knife .40 A prototype was lost when Lilycroft Mill 

was destroyed but technical drawings were saved and the velvet power loom was 

in full and profitable operation in the new Manningham Mill by 1878. 

The Expansion of the Old Mill 

In 1869 John Cunliffe Lister Kay finally sold Lilycroft Mill outright to his brother 

and the following year Lister moved from Manningham Hall to Farfield Hall, 

Addingham.41 Manningham Hall and the surrounding land was sold for £40,000 

to Bradford Council, ultimately to be transformed into a public park. Various 

accounts of the mill at the time of its destruction mention departments that were 

not present in the 1849 plan and which must therefore represent additional 

developments. Quite reasonably the names of the buildings did not now describe 

their functions completely. Silk spinning occurred in the mill and some portion of 

the warehouse. The mill basement was used as a machine shop. The weaving 

shed had probably been renamed the combing shed. Unfortunately I do not at 

present have access to any plan between the Ibbefson's Directory of 1850 and 

the Dixon & Hindle Bradford Map of 1871, which in any case only shows a tiny 

corner of the mill. The 1871 map seems to show Lilycroft House intact, but 

indicates that building had occurred between the mill and front cottages. In the 

1866 Leeds & Bradford Directory Lister S.C. & Co, are described as 'silk spinners 

and wool-combers of Manningham Mills'. 

During Lilycroft Mill's final year of existence a building called the 'Green Shed' 

was constructed, together with a counting house and the principal offices. These 

developments were not damaged in the subsequent fire and so are presumably 

to be placed where the Green Shed was situated in the new mill, that is fronting 

Heaton Road (Lilycroft Lane) roughly at the junction with Victor Road (Broad 

Lane). Above an access door at this point is an 1870 date-stone which confirms 

this hypothesis. If so, the Dixon & Hindle map of 1871 must have been based on 

an old survey since this construction would have required the demolition of both 
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rows of cottages. An enlarged dye-house is mentioned in accounts of the fire but 

is not present in the 1849 plan. This is believed to have been placed west of the 

weaving shed. The engineers' shop had become big enough to construct looms 

and must have been moved or enlarged. 

The Mill Workers 

In the census of 1841 a number of returns exist for people giving Lilycroft Mill as 

their address. They presumably lived in the two rows of cottages parallel to 

Heaton Road. The enumerators considered there were 38 households, the 

majority consisting of two generations plus lodgers. In all 293 people were 

accommodated in the two terraces of whom 162 had textile related occupations. 

No children of ten or younger were employed but there seemed to be textile 

related work for older youngsters of both sexes. If the drawing of the mill is 

accurate it seems likely that there was an original row of twelve small cottages 

and a slightly later row of larger dwellings which clearly must have been in 

multiple occupancy. 

How much were the workers paid? Unfortunately it is impossible to 

provide a definitive answer to this question; the wage arrangements varied from 

mill to mill and are almost impenetrable. In any case the weavers and spinners 

were on piecework, consequently no payment was made during times when the 

looms weren't working or hands were laid-off. Sophia Gott was the daughter of a 

Heaton quarryman who in the 1861 census was nineteen years old and living at 

Paddock, Frizinghall. She was a worsted weaver who, in 1858, worked at 

Lilycroft Mill and was robbed between the Turf Tavern and the Woolsorters 

Gardens for her wages of 8s 2d.42 In 1868 there was a strike of 40-50 workers in 

the drumming and preparing department; they wanted their wages raised from 

16s to 18s. Wages had been reduced earlier, with a promise of increase when a 

revival occurred in the trade .4' This particular piece of industrial action was 

ended by the workers moving elsewhere or 'joining the militia'. Reduction in 

workers' wages when trade was slack was an unwelcome fact of life for Victorian 

textile employees and it was exactly this issue that was later to precipitate the 

great Manningham Mills strike of 1890-1891. 

There is no reason to suppose that working life in mid-nineteenth 

Manningham was any more arduous than in other parts of Bradford, but it was 
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p.. 

extremely hard nonetheless. A soap manufactury was attached to Lilycroft Mill, 

and was operated by a Mr Birkett. A newspaper reported the sad story of an 

employee, William Taylor of Jowett Street, who fell into a vat of boiling soap lees 

and died at the Infirmary in excruciating agony. In 1846 Sarah Fieldhouse 

drowned herself in New Mill Dam, Manningham in a despondent state over the 

threat of the toss of work with her fear of insufficient money at home. The same 

day she had been told by her overlooker that she might 'go home and come no 

more'. The Bradford Observer was shocked at the thought that 'the mind of a 

child of 15 could be so harassed by the thought of poverty' .45 In 1848 an 

unknown man had his leg torn from his body when putting a strap on a drum at 

'Mr Lister's mill'. Power transmission accidents were common, but as a result 

inventor George Donisthorpe and a colleague worked out a way of stopping 

steam engines swiftly and safely by letting steam into their condensers. The 

technique was later tested successfully on two coupled 150 hp steam engines at 

Lilycoft Mill.48 On the other side of the coin a 'foul and offensive privy' at Lillycroft 

Mill, Manningham was identified by the Inspectors of Nuisance in the same 

year .47 

The Destruction of Lilycroft Mill 

The original mill and warehouse both burned down on the night of 26 February 

1871,48 The mill had recently started to run at full capacity after a slow period 

caused by the Franco-Prussian War. The fire broke out in room number three at 

the warehouse, and was first noticed at II pm. Plans show a gap between the 

main warehouse and the mill but the two were in fact connected by a wooden 

bridge, 6-7 yards in length, along which the fire spread. The two buildings are 

described as making a right angle, with the mill as the longer arm. This is 

compatible with the 1849 plan. Both buildings were of five storeys and were of 

'much older date than the rest of the buildings'. A small fire-engine was sent up 

from the Manningham police station situated at the top of Bavaria Place, where 

the building survives today. Difficulties in communicating with the central police 

station delayed the arrival of further appliances. There was an additional delay 

when the horses available could not pull the heavy fire-engine from Bradford up 

Whatley Hill. All the warehouse roof and half the mill roof had fallen in by the time 

the fire brigade arrived with its steam powered appliance. The activities of the 
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brigade seem to have been directed at simply stopping the fire from spreading 

further. At one in the morning, a steam fire engine arrived from Shipley which 

proved very effective. After consuming the warehouse and mill the fire was 

controlled and the new weaving shed was unaffected. By two o' clock, the 

remainder of the premises were considered safe although the warehouse and 

mill burned until the following morning. Captain Lepper, Lister's agent, was on 

hand throughout the fire .49 John and James Ambler, presumably Thomas 

Ambler's sons of those names, also gave their assistance as did many local 

people. 

Effectively the mill and warehouse were totally destroyed, the financial loss 

being £70,000 although Lister was only insured for £40,000. The experimental 

velvet loom was also lost but fortunately its technical drawings survived. 

Remarkably the beam engine which worked nearly all the mill machinery 

emerged relatively unscathed. Among the losses of material in the fire were: 56 

silk spinning frames, 40 doubling frames, 40 roving frames, 50 drawing gill boxes, 

'besides reeling and spooling machinery'. Some spinning had been conducted in 

the warehouse but this space was also used as a repository for stores, including 

oil and tallow. Two deaths occurred of men named James Ibbetson and John 

Williams. Neither were current employees and both were killed by the falling east 

wall of the mill while they were in the Combing Shed trying to save property. It 

seems that goods were being removed to safety from the warehouse basement 

by men who went through the Combing Shed, and then conveyed the goods to 

the Green Shed. This description makes perfect sense if the original weaving 

shed had been renamed the combing shed and the Green Shed had been 

constructed facing Heaton Road. An inquest was held on the two men at the 

Mowbray Arms Inn. 

Conclusion 

On the night of the fire Lister was summoned to Manningham from his house at 

Addingham, arriving the next day. He seems to have been insured for little more 

than half the financial damages that had actually been incurred but he must have 

appreciated that silk spinning and weaving had a very profitable future. He had 

additional capacity at Wellington Mill, Halifax, and Low Mill, Addingham, and it is 

quite probable that he was planning to enlarge his Manningham premises in any 
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case.5° Demolition of the fire-blackened ruins gave Lister a 'clear, clean, patch of 

ground'.51 He does not seem to have hesitated to order the rebuilding of the mill 

on a truly enormous scale. Despite his age, 55 years, his vigour and enthusiasm 

were evidently unimpaired. The completion of the new mill, the purchase of a 

great estate at Swinton, the formation of a public company, the great strike of 

1890-91, his ennoblement as Lord Masham, the opening of Cartwright Hall and, 

one must say, his deep unpopularity with the working people of Bradford all lay 

far in the future. When he died in 1906 Lister was one of the wealthiest men in 

England; but it had all started at Lilycroft Mill. 
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'A STOREHOUSE OF INTELLECTUAL PLEASURE AND PROFIT': 
THE EARLY YEARS OF KEIGHLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY (1904-1946) 

By Ian Dewhirst 

One August Saturday in 1904, the Duke of Devonshire, accompanied by Lady 

Moyra Cavendish, officially opened what was variously known as the Keighley 

Free Library or the Carnegie Public Library, in honour of Andrew Carnegie 

who had provided its financial wherewithal. At the bunting-bedecked building 

designed 'in a free treatment of Early Renaissance', the Duke 'turned the key 

in the lock of the outer gates, the opening of which was the signal for cheers'. 

Symbolically issued with borrowers' tickets, the Duke chose Grotius' The 

Rights of War and Peace, while Lady Moyra opted for The American Natural 

History. 

Figure I KeghIey Library exterior view, c. 1929 

The library building itself, subsequently described by Nikolaus Pevsner 

as a 'Free Baroque version of Tudor', owed much to the Arts and Crafts 

Movement. Winners - out of 146 entrants - of a competition for its design had 

been two young Birmingham architects, Arthur E. McKewan and James A. 
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Swan, aged respectively 30 and 27 in 1901. Mr McKewan, attending a Library 

Committee meeting the following year, had been able to satisfy its members 

'that the proposed Free Library could be erected at a cost not exceeding 

£10,000' - the sum offered by Mr Carnegie - 'if built strictly according to the 

approved plans'. 

Keighley's Mechanics' Institute of 1825 had provided most of its 

original volumes, and also its librarian, Robert Summerskill Crossley, who 

came 'for the time being' and stayed for 42 years. His staff in 1904 comprised 

three lady assistants and a caretaker. 

'Instead of furnishing and using both floors', the Chairman of the 

Library Committee spelt out a basic future plan, 'the Reference Library (which 

will ultimately be upstairs) be placed in the Lending Library (downstairs) and 

readers from the Reference Library be allowed to use the room at the corner 

of North Street and Albert Street on the ground floor for reading purposes'. 

The Librarian's first Annual Report detailed the achievements of his 

introductory year. Some 14,440 volumes had been issued 93,393 times. 

4,680 fines 'for undue retention of books' had raised £24.4s.4d. 370 volumes 

had been added to the lending library, plus some reference books which, 

'though small in number, had been 'very carefully selected' to include such 

'expensive and valuable works' as Grove's Dictionary of Musicians and 

Wright's Dialect Dictionary. 

Rather curiously, that first year's 2,865 borrowers were tabulated by 

their occupations. There were 263 mechanics, 199 clerks and bookkeepers, 

134 schoolteachers, 27 boot and shoemakers, 21 blacksmiths, 20 architects 

and surveyors, and five coachmen. Publicans outnumbered journalists by 

eight to seven, while policemen and postmen mustered ten each. 52 had 

'retired from business', 74 were students. Solitary representatives included an 

ice-cream maker, a rag merchant, a lodging-house keeper, a piano maker, a 

fire-light maker, a sculptor, a poultry farmer, a rustless iron manufacturer, and 

rather surprisingly, a shipmaster. Those comprising the largest group, at 520, 

were glibly listed under 'Occupations not stated, Married Women, Spinsters, 

Juveniles, etc.' 

The Reading and Newsroom - its walls embellished with Carnegie's 

favourite quotations ('The chief glory of a nation is its authors') - took 20 daily 
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and 16 weekly newspapers, 64 weekly magazines, 63 monthlies and two 

quarterlies, proving so well patronised that 'in the evenings it is often difficult 

to find a vacant chair at the reading desks, and the space round the news 

stands is fully occupied'. 

Figure 2. Reading Room, Keigh!ey Lorary 

Reading Room donations were forthcoming from crusading 

organisations. From the Christadelphian Society came Christendom Astray; 

from the Swedenborg Society their reports for the past 32 years; from the 

British Women's Temperance Association eight numbers 'from the Self and 

Sex series'. But the Library Committee was selective from the start, The 

Keighley and District Shorthand Writers' Association's request for the 

Reporters' Magazine and the Reporters' Journal was acceded to, but 

members 'could not see their way' to accepting the Socialist Review or the 

Free Trader, albeit by 1912 they were agreeing to the Daily Citizen, 'a new 

Labour newspaper'. A 1911 request for Votes for Women magazine to be 

displayed in 'a prominent place' was deemed 'contrary to the custom of the 

Committee', 

A Patents Library held '2,940 boxes, each containing some 200 loose 

Specifications, and 1,576 bundles, each containing roughly 100 loose 

Specifications, as issued by the British Patent Office'. 
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Clearly, Keighley's Carnegie Library was well on its way to becoming, 

in the words of a later Annual Report, 'a centre of public education and a 

storehouse of intellectual pleasure and profit'. 

Nevertheless, the librarian felt compelled to give advice under the 

heading 'Don't', just as needful now as then: 

Don't wet your finger or thumb in fuming over the leaves of a book 

or magazine. This is a nasty habit, it is altogether unnecessary, and 

may spread disease. 

Don't turn down, or double leaves over to mark a place: a slip of 

paper will be more effective; or why not use the markers provided? 

Don't scribble in the books, or allow anyone else to do so. 

Don't use a book belonging to the Public Library, or any other 

Library, as a teapot or cup stand, or in lieu of a table napkin. 

Don't read a book from the Public Library with dirty hands. There is 

now no tax on soap 

What was to become another longstanding public habit was noted at 

the start: readers were expected to choose their books from catalogue 

indicators, but halt preferred to take those just returned and left on the 

counter. 

Flagrantly misbehaving members of the public were summoned to 

appear before the Library Committee— and actually came. A man 'offensively 

unclean in person and dress' demanded to know why he had been asked to 

leave the premises, and was forthrightly told. Another, who while drunk had 

'behaved himself in a very disorderly manner', explained that 'he had been 

given beer, while working over, which had taken such an effect upon him that 

his mind was an entire blank'. His expression of 'deep sorrow for the 

annoyance he had caused was accepted with a warning that he would be 

prosecuted for any future offence. 

A borrower returning a dirty book was 'suspended from the benefits of 

the library for one month', whereas another, who had been caught trying to 

sneak a book from the counter, and who pleaded 'that he was a martyr to 
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rheumatism and it was to help him over the weekend without having to again 

visit the library, was banned for three. 

Occasionally the judgements of the Committee could be positively 

draconian. A seventeen-year-old youth who cut an illustration out of a 

magazine was banned from the Reading Room and made to pay for an 

apology published in the Keighley News. His apology was also 'printed on 

cards and exhibited in the library'. Mercifully his name and address were 

omitted. 

When borrowers complained about 'an offensive smell from books 

which had been lent out to fried fish dealers', the Committee sniffed a sample 

which, although it had since spent a fortnight in a 'disinfecting box', retained 

'some of the disagreeable smell'. The librarian was instructed to have a word 

with the fried fish dealers concerned. 

Not everybody was satisfied with their new amenity. The Edwardian 

Reading Room fulfilled an important social need, yet one newspaper 

correspondent found it 'impossible to enter the room without a feeling of 

nausea. Such a condition of things would not be permitted in any of our 

schools - or prisons'. 'A Ratepayer of 23 Years Standing' deplored the 

'regular practice' of people 'standing over you at the Free Library, reading the 

paper which you are perusing'. Another source of 'friction' was to be obviated 

in 1928 with 'the obliteration of betting news from the papers'. 

Figure 3: Keighley Library newspaper stands 
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'A Man Locked Out' appealed for Sunday opening but was challenged 

to 'find something more interesting to do in the church than reading 'Tit-Bits' in 

a free library on a Sunday afternoon'. 

Sunday opening of the Reading Room became the focus of a long 

public campaign. In 1907 the Keighley and District Trades and Labour 

Council, the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employees and the 

Amalgamated Society of French Polishers launched an abortive appeal, with 

the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners and the Keighley Labour 

Representation Committee following suit, but it was 1913 before a six month 

trial period was cautiously introduced. This showed an average of 200 users 

each Sunday, justifying the caretaker's extra six shilling payment. Indeed, the 

Reading Room customarily opened on Bank Holidays too, attracting 526 

readers on Whit Monday in 1910, and 72300 Whit Tuesday. 

The passing years witnessed a steady consolidation on all fronts. A 

bindery was set up, immediately rebinding 221 books. Oil paintings - 

Highland Sheep, The Pass of Glencoe, Landscape and Cattle - brightened up 

the Reading Room, where an extra ceiling fan 'considerably mitigated the 

somewhat stuffy atmosphere and added to the comfort of readers'. Sir Swire 

Smith, a local friend of Andrew Carnegie, presented a marble bust of the 

library's benefactor. When Braille literature was offered by arrangement with 

the National Lending Library for the Blind in 1915, twelve blind readers 

borrowed 177 books in a year. 

The opening of a reference library proper in 1912 was prompted in part 

by a suggestion, emanating from no less than the Victoria and Albert Museum 

in London, that the upper floor could be suitable for an art gallery, an idea - to 

put it mildly - 'not favourably entertained' by the Library Committee, who 

promptly transferred upstairs 'some of the tables and magazines now in the 

Reading Room', closely followed by the reference books. 

From the start the Reference Library included a local collection, initially 

comprising Town Council minutes and the Borough Treasurer's abstract of 

accounts, but to which were presciently and systematically added the works of 

Keighley-born poet and playwright Gordon Bottomley, although he had long 

since moved to Morecambe Bay and had yet to gain wider recognition. The 
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Keighley and District Photographic Association contributed historic views, not 

forgetting some about to change. The Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 

Society had been subscribed to since 1905. 

'Anyone having any old documents or pamphlets relating to local 

history,' stressed the annual reports year after year, 'is respectfully asked to 

communicate with the librarian before disposing of, or destroying, same.' 

In reality, the Reference Library would continue an upper-floor tradition 

of housing occasional exhibitions. Members of the Keighley Art Club, 

'enthusiastic in their endeavour to let Keighley realise its need of an art 

gallery,' used the Reference Library instead. Prolific local painter Mrs Frances 

Watson Sunderland displayed her watercolours; reporter and Esperanto 

pioneer Joseph Rhodes some portraits and memorabilia regarding the late Dr. 

Zamenhof; and the Keighley Vocal Union a Challenge Shield they had won, 

'on the distinct understanding that the Committee accept no responsibility for 

its safe custody'. A collection of Raemaeker's savage war cartoons in 1916 

attracted 528 viewers on its final day. 

As a town centre public building, the library was inevitably called into 

Great War service. Pamphlets poured in from a Central Committee for 

National Patriotic Organisations. By late October of 1914 the Reading Room 

was taking two Belgian newspapers for the benefit of the district's refugees, 

who could consult a notice board for relevant announcements there. Also 

added were 'a good map or maps of the countries involved in the European 

War', five maps of the British front in France, and a display set of 'the cap 

badges of privates in the British and Colonial Forces'. 

On a more immediate note, by 1915 insurance was required to cover 

potential damage by 'air craft' (subsequently spelt aircraft), whilst the Defence 

of the Realm Act stipulated that 'spring blinds be provided to the windows of 

the library in Scott Street and Albert Street and the roof lights in the Reading 

Room' The Reference Library windows were painted with green distemper. 

Allowing the Executive Committee of the Keighley Volunteer Training 

Corps to hold their meetings in the staff room necessitated the purchase of 

twelve extra chairs, while a Recruiting Committee's use of several rooms 

involved a telephone line. 'The Librarian was instructed to write to the Colonel 

of the Black Watch,' runs a more picturesque minute of January 1916, 'who 
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were to be billeted in the town, stating that the Library Committee would be 

pleased to allow the officers to use the Reference Library as a writing room.' 

Mr Crossley was himself playing his military part in the 6th West Riding 

Volunteers, being granted 24 hours leave of absence per fortnight 'to 

undertake duty at various observation posts in the district'. When, early in 

1917, he offered to resign from the Volunteers 'in consequence of certain 

statements that had been made', the Library Committee 'expressed the 

opinion that his connection with the Volunteers had not in any way prejudiced 

or interfered with his official duties at the library.' 

The later, bleakest stages of the war, with government restrictions on 

the supply of paper and Reading Room hours reduced due to fuel rationing, 

revealed the previous generosity of newspaper provision when the Yorkshire 

Post and Yorkshire Evening Post, the Yorkshire Observer, the Yorkshire 

Evening News and the Bradford Daily Telegraph were each reduced from four 

to three copies. The Newcastle Chronicle was discontinued. 

In the aftermath of the war, £5 was allocated for 'popular and 

authoritative books' recommended by the League of Nations Union, and in 

1922, although balking at the cost of purchasing reports from the Imperial War 

Graves Commission - some 1,500 over a five year period - the Library 

Committee sanctioned the display for public inspection of a list of the local 

dead, and also the resulting Roll of Honour inscribed by the great calligrapher 

Edward Johnston. Ever with an eye to history, the Keighley and District 

Photographic Association donated scenes of the unveiling of the war 

memorial in 1924. 

Meanwhile in the Lending Library, the introduction of extra borrowers' 

tickets strictly for non-fiction had met with a disappointing response, it being 'a 

matter for regret that many persons have not availed themselves of the 

opportunity of reading works of a more solid and educational character' -  a 

well meaning echo of a Mechanics' Institute founder member of 1825, who 

had viewed novel reading as 'only another kind of mischievous excitement'! 

The Lending Library was being increasingly criticised for keeping 

everything 'behind wire screens or counters away from the reach of the 

public', the Keigh!ey and District Trades and Labour Council and similar 

organisations having linked open access with their calls for Sunday opening of 
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the Reading Room. The question had been briefly considered and turned 

down in 1913, again in 1916, and more seriously in 1919, when the librarian 

was asked to sound out other libraries which had adopted the system. His 

subsequent report— possibly influenced by the theft of 94 books from the 

counter in the past year - was lukewarm: 'in a nutshell, the attractiveness of a 

library consists in its contents rather than in the method of issue.' 

His simultaneous comments on open access in the Reference Library 

(not adopted till very many years later) were outspoken in the extreme: 

In regard to open access in the reference department, there does 

not seem to be a single point in favour of its adoption in Keighley. 

The real student has no difficulty in finding what he wants easily 

and quickly (providing of course that it is contained in the library), 

and the strange part of this manufactured demand for 'open 

access' is that it comes from people who do not use the 

department and evidently know little about it. The very fact that a 

person cannot find what he wants in a simple catalogue shows 

that he is not a student, and that he would be still more lost 

among a classified collection of books. 

However, when in 1922 the open access system was eventually 

adopted, the Lending Library was described as 'exceeding all expectations 

with regard to comfort, appearance and utility', attracting a record annual 

issue of 124,503 books. By now Mr Crossley had a staff of five, including 

since 1920 a chief assistant, who were encouraged to study for Library 

Association examinations by being paid half a crown a week extra for each 

one they passed. 

There remained the problem of an 'excessive number of school 

children using the library', in the words of a rather curious Committee minute 

of 1919, 'to the detriment of adults'; though not until eight years later was the 

Borough Architect asked to consider an extension by 'appropriating the yard 

at Lowfield,' an adjoining property acquired in 1918. 

A children's library opened in 1929 in a 'bright and cheerful' room, and 

was immediately 'well used and appreciated' by its readers, whose first 6,809 
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issues were broken down into subject matter. The fine arts accounted for 141, 

history, travel and biography another 105, sociology 94. Only seven children 

had tackled religion, and two philosophy. Their overwhelming preference was 

fiction, at 6257— although juvenile literature in 1929 was solid: 'Scott, 

Thackery [sic], Stevenson, and such works as The Cloister and the Hearth, 

Esmond, Lorna Doone, and The Vicar of Wakefield have been obtained in 

well illustrated editions 

0111111M1 lii LJ.A. - J' J&I t 

Figure 4. Children's Library, Keghley 

Mr Crossley could now boast that Keighley Library was 'being more 

and more used by all classes of the community', albeit by 1931 its growing 

popularity was seen as a side effect of industrial depression, a third of the 

town's workforce being unemployed. On a happier note, when the Borough 

celebrated its Golden Jubilee in 1932, the local collection proved invaluable in 

providing the background for commemorative articles and historical tableaux. 

An extension of the Borough boundaries in 1938 necessitated library 

provision for the new outer districts. Part-time branches were duly opened at 

Oakworth, with an initial 376 borrowers, Riddlesden (744), Oxenhope (315), 
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and Haworth (626). Modest 'delivery stations' staffed by local volunteers were 

provided at East Morton and Stanbury. 

Mr Crossley retired in March 1939, to be succeeded by Thomas J. 

Kirkpatrick from Bradford, who inherited 12,710 borrowers and 52,522 stock - 

together with a library on the brink of a World War. Mr Kirkpatrick's first and 

only annual report at the end of October 1939 (the next would have to wait 

until 1946-47) reflected on 'a period of great events which have changed the 

course of history, when crisis and international tension have affected 

practically everyone, and it would have been thought in the conditions which 

have prevailed during the past twelve months, that the demand for books 

would decrease.' But emphatically it had not: issues had increased by 42.7%. 

Of special interest were books on international affairs, including Hitler's 

unexpurgated Mein Kampf. 

Although its basement windows had been sandbagged during the 

Munich Crisis in 1936, the Second World War was to leave Keighley Library, 

like the rest of the town, physically untouched, but it was to prove an 

understandably busy time for the library, as it was for the short Keighley 

career of Thomas James Kirkpatrick - who left to take up a commission in the 

RAF Voluntary Reserve late in 1941. As a public figure, he served as 

Honorary Secretary of a Savings Group Sub-Committee and of a Keighley 

and District Spitfire-Hurricane Fund. In 1940 his library was the distribution 

point for penny badges of a Keighley Stickers' Club (main object: 'To stick it at 

all costs, whatever the enemy do'.) 

Mr Kirkpatrick gave revealing talks on 'Public Libraries in Wartime' to 

his fellow Rotarians and other local groups: 

Public libraries were contributing to the war effort. Most 

reference libraries had undertaken the work of the 

Citizens Advice Bureau. Lending libraries, by trying to 

maintain a peace-time service, were helping to strengthen 

public morale 

Plans for a Citizens Advice Bureau, offering 'information and advice to 

persons who had been made homeless, or who had suffered loss through 



enemy action', had been mooted in Keighley early in 1941, though it was July 

before one was set up in the Reference Library. As for public morale, vital 

indeed for a troubled and disrupted population, an 'influx of people into the 

district' in the shape of evacuees from Bradford (to begin with), London, Hull 

and Guernsey, plus military units, made one November day in 1940 'one of 

the busiest on record in initiating strangers into the available facilities'. 

Not that all ran smoothly. Precautions at the outbreak of war meant a 

spell of early closing, and decisions of principle had to be made. Complaints 

about Peace News, the organ of a Peace Pledge Union supplied free to the 

Reading Room, were discussed by the Library Committee. 'Freedom and 

tolerance had been mentioned,' its members realistically concluded, 'but we 

were at war'. 

It fell, however, to Mr Crossley, returning 'to render half-time service' 

on Mr Kirkpatrick's departure, to implement more drastic measures, like 

reducing the opening hours of the ever-controversial Reading Room 

(afternoons only in winter). More seriously, by 1943 the Lending Library was 

straining to accommodate its increasing number of users, forcing the 

Committee to recommend that 'the Children's Library be closed until such 

time as other suitable accommodation can be provided and that the space 

vacated be added to the existing Lending Library'. The junior bookstock was 

distributed among elementary schools. It would be 1948 before Keighley 

children had their own library back. 

On the other hand, the Reference Library provided an ideal location for 

special exhibitions. 'Keighley's Spitfire-Hurricane cheque for £10,000, the 

letter of acknowledgement from Lord Beaverbrook (the Minister of Aircraft 

Production), and the official receipt' were displayed there late in 1940, 

together with photographs of two resulting aircraft the following April. 

Exhibitions virtually succeeded one another through early 1942: on Warship 

Week, Anglo-Soviet Unity, and vegetable growing, with members of the local 

Horticultural and Allotment Holders Association on hand to offer advice. 

Master craftsman Alex F. Smith - who on the opening of the Children's 

Library had as a gift painted murals representing Westward Hot and Robinson 

Crusoe - exhibited his 'watercolour paintings, sculpture, etchings, etc.' 
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Meanwhile Mr Crossley, despite his deputy's salary having been 

increased to meet her extra work, was wanting to finally retire. After all, he 

was nearly seventy. 

Figure 5 R.S. Crossley, Keighley Librarian 1904-1939, 1941 1946 

It would be early 1946 before he was allowed to. His successor, Fred 

Taylor, would be Chief Librarian until local government reorganisation in 1974. 

'He was,' he said of Mr Crossley on his death aged 90 in 1964, 'a quiet 

unobtrusive man, a lover of the open air, who developed the interests of an 

antiquarian and historian'. 

Which sounds like a not untypical librarian, but hardly suggests a 

rounded picture of the man who steered a growing library for the first forty 

years of its existence. 
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Sources 

This article is compiled from the minutes of the Keighley Library Committee, 

the Annual Reports of the Chief Librarian, and the local press. For a 

discussion of the architecture, see Keighley Public Library Building, an Open 

University project by Mary Sara in 1980, available in Keighley Local Studies 

Library. 

Images courtesy of Keighley Library 

A note on the author 

After National Service, Ian Dewhirst worked at Keighley Library until taking 

early retirement. For his service to local history, he has been awarded an 

Honorary Doctorate and made an MBE. He even has a train named after him! 

Ian is a regular contributor to local newspapers and journals, often appears on 

television, and is a popular speaker at many local events. He is the author of 

several books on Yorkshire and Keighley history. 
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BENJAMIN FARRER, 'THE BACHELOR MISER' WHO BUILT FAGLEY 

SPY TOWER, AND HIS FAMILY 

By Peter Holmes 

Figure I. Spy tower, Fagley 1905 (Graham Hal/Archive) 
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The folly, or 'spy tower' at Fagley, in Ecciesh ill, described by Frank 

Dickinson in his recent article,' bore the following inscription: 

Not for any merit. Pure, sincere love and esteem caused this tower to be 

erected to perpetuate to endless ages the memory of Susan, Joseph, John 

and Samuel Jobson, upright, honest persons. Erected by Benj. Farrer, A. 

D. 1826. 

When in 1875 the Bradford historian William Cudworth contributed his 

article on Eccleshill to the Bradford Observer, he made this rather sour 

comment: 

It may interest 'endless ages' to know that the worth commemorated in this 

inscription consisted in the scraping together by the above four persons of a 

number of bits of property, and leaving the accumulation to one as 

penurious as themselves. Many examples might be given of Ben Farreis 

habits of self-denial for saving's sake, but one instance must suffice. It was 

reported of him that when he had occasion to send wool to the York market 

he would reserve as much as he could carry himself in order to save 

carriage, and set off on foot; that he would call at some farmhouse on the 

way and ask for a pennyworth of bread and a half pennyworth of blue milk, 

and boast that his journey to York and back had only cost him three-

halfpence! Forty years have gone since the bachelor miser passed away; 

few blessed him in his life or lamented him when dead.2 

I will try in what follows to give a little more information about the Farrers, 

the Jobsons, and their connections with Fagley; and also to change the 

impression left by Cudworth somewhat in the process. 

Jobson 

The Fagley estate came into the hands of the Jobson family a little more 

than a century before the building of the Tower. Robert Jobson (1660-

1733), grandfather of the four people commemorated by the Tower, was the 

first of his family to own the place. He mentions his property there in a deed 
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he registered at the West Riding Register of Deeds, Wakefield, in 1732 

shortly before his death, conveying the estate to his son, John, who is 

described in the deed as a clothier, and who was living in Bradford at the 

time .3 It consisted of a messuage, or tenement called Fagleys, 'with one 

Barn Shop and all the Buildings, Folds, Gardens, Lands, Closes, meadows, 

pastures and grounds thereunto belonging', and was then in the tenure of 

Charles Smith or his assigns. There was also 'one Lane or parcel of Ground 

leading from Woodhall Beck to the Middlefield, and also by the upper end of 

the grounds to ttccleshill'. He also left his son the impropriated tithes on the 

land belonging to Fagleys, and half of the tithes on four further closes in the 

vicinity. He said he had lately purchased the estate at Fagley from Sir 

Walter Calverley, the major landowner in the neighbouring parish of 

Calverley. He may have bought it after Sir Walter's marriage in 1706, when 

the latter began to build Esholt Hall and needed money. Jobson also 

conveyed to his son six cottages 'under one roof in Bradford. 

Robert Jobson lived at Birks Hall, in Bowling, and he is described 

sometimes as a clothier, sometimes as a yeoman .4 In another deed 

registered on the same day in 1732 as the one described above, Robert 

Jobson conveyed Birks Hall to his son, Joseph.' He described it as a 

'capital messuage', a term reserved for a substantial house of some sort. A 

further deed names seventeen closes of land around the house, which was 

a reasonable yeoman holding at that time .6 Jobson said in his deed that the 

estate previously belonged to Richard Richardson, gent., deceased, and 

was conveyed to the Jobsons by Richardson's nephew, the Reverend 

Charles Naylor, Dean of Winchester. Richardson was from a prominent 

family in the area, and had died in 1729, so Jobson had only just bought it. 

Richardson's father, who died in 1697, had also lived in Birks Hall, and had 

probably bought the house as a young man .7 A significant element of the 

estate mentioned in the deed was the 'Mines of Coal, open and unopen 

Mines, and Quarries of Stone, Slate and other Minerals'. The fact that 

Robert Jobson owned this house, and had also been able to buy Fagleys 

suggests that he was comfortably off. Some of his children were baptised in 

Calverley in the ten years after 1694, when the family is said to have been 

living at Rockliffe and then at Idle Park, where they remained at least until 
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1707, as tenants of widow Hobson.' He then moved, it seems likely, to 

Fagleys, before going to live at Birks Hall some twenty years later. The 

Bradford taxation records of the early years of the eighteenth-century have 

been published and show Robert Jobson as one of the smaller of the 

hundred or so freeholders of the town, but they probably relate only to Birks 

Hall and not to his property outside the township, in Eccleshill, so may 

underestimate his wealth somewhat.' 

Robert Jobson died in 1733, naming four sons and four daughters in 

his will and the deeds associated with it." It is difficult to say precisely what 

became of his possessions in the years immediately following his death. 

Birks Hall seems to have ended up in the possession of his son, Isaac, who 

was a churchwarden of Bradford in 1739.11 One of Robert's daughters, 

Mary, married well, first to a clothier called John Johnson and then to a 

Richard Hodgson from Bowling. She outlived both husbands, and the 

prominent Bradford figure Abraham Balme, apparently a distant relation, 

handled her property and investments, which included the largest single 

share (E1,000) in the new Bradford Canal.'2 The property, including 

Fagleys, which had been transferred initially by Robert to his son John, 

seems quite quickly to have then been occupied by another son, Joseph, 

probably as a result of the premature death of John. 13 Thus in 1739, Joseph 

sold to an apothecary Joshua Walker the six cottages at Bowling Hall Gate, 

Bradford, which in the 1733 deed had gone to his brother John 14 At the 

time of the sale in 1739, Joseph is described as living at Eccleshill, which 

probably means Fagleys. Two years before, he was executor of his sister 

Martha's will, and both she and he are said to be 'of Eccleshill', so perhaps 

they shared the house .15 Joseph described himself ass yeoman, and died 

in 1776; his will mentions his four children, to whom the Tower was to be 

dedicated .16 The will gives a list of some his property at Fagley. He left his 

son John a dwelling house, barn and buildings with one close called Holling 

Close, thereto belonging, plus three closes called Horton Closes; all 

occupied by William Naylor. To his son Samuel he left a tenement with one 

barn and other outbuildings, and five closes (Over Stott Close, Lower Stott 

Close, Middle Field, Tenter Close, and Two Days Work Close) on the East 

side of Cross Lane, occupied by Thomas Riley, with the right to place a 

-48 -



ladder on the north side of the buildings for 'mossing, pointing and 

repairing', and other rights of access, and to water. Everything else went to 

his eldest son Joseph, who presumably got the family house itself, Fagleys, 

and some fields around it The will also stipulated that Joseph was to 

receive £20 from his brother, Samuel, to balance an earlier gift to the latter. 

His daughter, Susannah was to be paid five shillings a year for life, and her 

son, John, was to receive £4 when he was twenty-one. These were, of 

course, not large sums of money even in those days, and Joseph's 

inventory was valued at a modest £15. 16 shillings. 

It seems that the three unmarried brothers, Joseph, John and Samuel 

all lived at Fagley, perhaps in the same house. As they died, they left their 

share to those who remained, as might be expected. Samuel died first 

(1784) and was described in his will as a 'worsted stuffmakee of Fagley. 17 

The main beneficiaries of his will were his sister and her children, but also 

his brother, John. John inherited 'all my Stand, Closet, or Stall in the 

Worsted piece hall in Bradford'; this was the famous institution which had 

recently opened in 1773. Samuel's inventory lists a few items of furniture, 

and then some of the mysterious equipment of his trade (spelling in the 

original): 'one set pot; one pair of Rings and Boul; four slays and a shuttle, 

one warpin mile and Bobins; one corner seat and winding weel; one oil tin; 

two pair of woolcomes'. He had some merchandise and raw material ready 

to sell: sixty tops at a shilling each; and 'five stones and fourteen pounds of 

wool' worth £2. 13s. He was owed some small sums of money from the 

people to whom he put out his work, or from customers who bought his 

product: Thomas Wilkinson owed £4. is. 6d. for wool; John Wardman owed 

13s. lid for tops; and William Waterworth owed £1. 2s. 6d. for a pair of 

looms, which were presumably rented from Jobson. 

Joseph Jobson died next, in 1797: his will describes him as a clothier, the 

Bradford parish register as a yeoman. 18 He left everything to his surviving 

brother, John, who assessed this property as worth under £100. John 

Jobson, yeoman, lived until 1826, and was buried in the graveyard of 

Bradford parish church next to Joseph, and near his other siblings, his 

father and mother and sundry uncles and aunts, and with the inscription on 

his tomb that he was 'the last of that family'. 19 He had indeed outlived all his 
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siblings, including his sister Susannah, and when he died he left most of his 

estate to his nephew, Benjamin Farrer. By this time, John, who had of 

course benefited from the deaths of his brothers, and perhaps other 

relatives too, seemed more prosperous than his father had been about half 

a century before. He left his housekeeper, Sarah Rous a pension of £20 a 

year for life, and left another annual payment of £26 for life to Hannah 

Farrar, the widow of his nephew, John. In addition there were two further 

legacies of £50, and legacies of £100 each for the children (of whom there 

were probably thirteen) of the nephew, John Farrar. 

Farrer 

All these Farrers who feature in the will of John Jobson were the 

descendents of his sister, Susannah. She had married Henry Farrer in 

1757, when he was living in Eccleshill. The Farrers came from Horsforth, 

and were a similar sort of family to the Jobsons. Henry's father, David, died 

in 1751 and was described as a yeoman; he may have been a corn-miller, 

since his eldest son (also David) took up that career, and then David's son 

(David too) became a miller with a prominent water-mill on the River Wharfe 

at Wetherby.2° Henry started life as a clothier, and married Susannah 

Jobson in Bradford parish church: they had five children (four boys and one 

girl), of whom one, Benjamin, was to build the Tower. The marriage of 

Susan and Henry does not seem to have been a happy one, and Benjamin 

Farrer came from a broken home. At some point, probably in the early 

1780s, Henry Farrer left Yorkshire and went to London, where he set 

himself up as a fruiterer in Spitalfields Market, which was one of the main 

fruit and vegetable markets of the capital. In 1783, ten prominent 

freeholders of the manor of Bradford agreed to allow Henry to enclose a 

plot of land measuring thirty yards by twelve yards in front of his house at 

Barkerend (probably Apple Hall, on which see below), which suggests he 

was living in Bradford at that point.21 But he was in London by 1784, when 

he lived down Drury Lane at no. 121, where he insured his household 

goods for £100 and his clothes for a similar sum.m In London, he started 

another family, although still married to Susannah in the North. He had a 

- 50 -



Outline Family Tree: Jobson and Farrer of Fagleys, Eccleshill. 

(Ownnrs of the Fagleys estate are in bold.( 

Robell Jobson =M, enotflnned rn. 24/6/1654) 

Cohort Jobson (1S6O.1733( Susannah (0.19/4/1734) 

John Jobael (6/1734) 

Makia Jthsofl (ttfn-1708) ualyJobson (t,. 1010) Joseph Jobson (1690-1776) =Por oamaoottom IaaacJob I (1701-06) 

Joseph Job500 (1735-1757) Samuel Jobsor (1747.17fl( John Jsbeon (0.1826) 

(I) Suaannafl Jobson (1704-1815) = Heniy Falrer(I732.1800) = (2) Mart Lapo,t(0. IfOS) 
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total of six children from 1786, with his housekeeper, Mary Laport; she was 

twenty years younger than him, and already had a son called John Laport. 

Mary sounds as if she had previously married someone of Huguenot stock 

and perhaps that was her own background too; Spitalfields was the centre 

of the silk-weaving industry which was largely in the hands of these French 

migrants. The children of Henry and Mary, who were all given the surname 

Farrer, were baptised in a number of London churches (St Martin's in the 

Fields; St Andrew's, Holborn; St. Leonard's, Shoreditch; Christ Church, 

Spitalfields). The parish registers show that Henry and Mary moved around 

the capital: Grays Inn Lane and Nortonfolgate were two addresses, and 

when he died they lived at Red Lion Street, Spitalfields, right beside the 

market where he worked, a brick house the contents of which were insured 

for £20023. Henry must have been able to transfer the skills of a clothier to 

the business of being a fruiterer quite easily and seems to have prospered 

in his second career. Presumably the same basic business principles could 

be applied, miserliness perhaps among them. Henry died at the age of 67 in 

1800 and was buried at Christ Church, Spitalfields. In his will he left his 

freehold estate in Bradford (presumably Apple Hall) to his abandoned wife, 

Susannah; legacies of £100 to his youngest son in the North, Joseph; and 

£50 to Christiana, his daughter, noting that his other three sons had already 

got their shares. He left his small leasehold estate in the Parish of St John, 

Hackney and all his property in Middlesex to his 'honest, diligent and faithful 

servant', Mary Laport. John Laport, her son, seems to have carried on the 

business as a fruiterer. Mary herself died in 1805, aged 52, and her will, 

made in the name of Mary Farrer, shows that she was quite well-off; she left 

her children legacies totalling £1,450.24 She had remained in the house she 

had shared with Henry, and doubled the insurance value of its contents. 25 

Susannah Farrer outlived her errant husband by eighteen years and 

when she died (in 1818) it was in Apple Hall, which was presumably the 

house left her by Henry. This property had been described as follows when 

it was advertised to be let by her son, Benjamin, some years before: 
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A Genteel HOUSE, called APPLE-HALL, situated in Barker-End, near 

Bradford, in the County of York, consisting of a neat Dining-Room, Drawing-

Room, Hall, Store-Room, an elegant Stair-Case, another for Servants, 

Dressing Closets, six Lodging Rooms, a large Cellar and a Kitchen over it, 

with a Pump therein fixed to a strong Spring of excellent good Water, which 

never yet in the least way was found to fail, Brew House and Wash-House 

adjoining thereto, Stable, Hay-Loft and other suitable Conveniences thereto 

belonging, with a Garden in the Front well stocked with choice Fruit Trees; 

and, if Land is wanted, the Tenant may have a few Acres near the House.26 

Susannah's only unmarried child, Benjamin, inherited his uncle's 

property at Fagley in 1826. He was a woolstapler and already quite 

prosperous when he came into his inheritance. He seems to have moved 

into the house and set about building the Tower straight away. It 

commemorates his uncles, to whom he owed the increase in his fortune, 

but of course his mother too. It also commemorates Benjamin himself. 

Cudworth says it was octagonal and of two storeys, although from 

photographs it looks more like three storeys. Over the years it was variously 

called 'the spire' (which suggests there was a spire on top of the tower), 'the 

spy tower' (perhaps because Benjamin could see down to his property at 

Barkerend from the top) and, more correctly, the 'Memorial Tower'." 

Cudworth normally had a somewhat obsequious tone, and the passage 

quoted at the beginning of this article is a little surprising; perhaps he had 

gathered his information about Benjamin from a local with a grudge against 

the family. But by the following year when Cudworth came to publish his 

well-known book, Round about Bradford, based largely on his newspaper 

articles, having perhaps spoken to someone in the family, he had replaced 

this passage with a more favourable description: 

Ben Farrar (who out of pure gratitude to the persons who left him a fortune, 

erected the above tower) was a wool dealer of a remarkably 'saving turn,' 

and resided at Fagley. All his business journeys were made on foot, and it 

is reported of him that he once made the journey to Hawick, in Scotland, on 
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foot, beating a fellow tradesman who travelled to the same place on 

horseback!28 

As a result of this money-saving (or miserly) approach, Benjamin Farrer 

was clearly quite a wealthy man even before his inheritance. One venture 

he undertook, like other Bradford men of the time, was to move from 

woolstapling to manufacture, and in 1806 he built a mill at Pit Lane, 

Barkerend, close to his mother's house, Apple Hall. In 1825, Farrer 

purchased a boiler for the mill from John Sturges of the Bowling Iron Works, 

which cost £110 for the iron work, and a further £179 paid to the builder for 

'setting' it.29 This mill was tenanted by 1819 by Swithin Anderton,3° who 

held it until 1844, when it was advertised to be let. It was then a worsted 

mill and had 2,776 spindles. The mill was 3,664 square yards in size and 

had at that point an excellent condensing steam engine (with three valves) 

of 20 h. p.'31 In June 1846 it was let to Isaac Holden, future M. P. and 

baronet, who engaged in spinning worsted, carding and combing, and 

began his technical experiments there .32 In the Bradford Archives, a bill 

addressed to Benjamin Farrer by his builder, Joseph Watson, covering the 

years 1827-8 survives. This records some expenditure on the Tower, 

repairs to the mill at Pit Lane, including (strangely) to a dovecote at the mill. 

Watson was also employed to repair Fagley House, so-called now, and a 

number of properties that Jobson owned and were clearly let to tenants. 

These repairs included references to property in Idle, Pudsey, Bunkers Hill 

(presumably Shipley), and at 'Duckworth House' (presumably in Duckworth 

Lane).33 The builder's bill shows that Benjamin was not such a miser that he 

did not repair his own or his tenants' houses; it also shows that he owned 

quite a lot of property. Shortly before his death, he contracted with John 

Parratt to enlarge the reservoir and dam at the Pit Lane mill; this was paid 

for at a cost of £112 soon after his death by his trustee. 34 

There may be also some doubts about how much of a bachelor 

Benjamin Farrer was. He was already well into his sixties by the time he 

moved to Fagley House, and he (like his father) had a housekeeper, in his 

case called Nancy Skirrow. During her period of service with him, she had a 

son, who on 5 August 1831 was baptised at Bradford parish church as 
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'Benjamin Farrer, son of Nancy Skirrow, spinster of Eccieshill. In the old 

man's will she was to receive a legacy of £20, which was increased to £25 

in a codicil, by which she was also left the more substantial addition of a 

public house which Benjamin owned at Thackley. Nevertheless, when he 

made his will, Benjamin was very careful to create an entail by which the 

bulk of his property was left first to his nephew (John Farrer), and then kept 

within his family. Possibly this was to prevent any claim from his illegitimate 

child. Benjamin was ill by now and a doctor's bill for 1832 from Dr William 

Sharp records expenditure of £4. 2s. on medicine and for seventeen visits 

at two shillings each .35 He died 0029 January, 1833. Two years later, 

Nancy married Joseph Lee, a cloth-dresser. Benjamin Farrer junior became 

a coal miner and when he married in 1862, he described his father as 

'Benjamin Farrer, gentleman'. He subsequently took up shoe-making. 36 

Benjamin Farrer senior's brother was John Farrer, another wool-stapler. 

His first marriage was at Bradford in 1783, to Hannah Holdsworth, from 

Eccleshill.37 They had four children, all baptised at the parish church in 

Bradford; it was one of these, John, who was to inherit Fagley House from 

his uncle. After the death of his first wife, John Farrer senior remarried 

another Hannah, surnamed Holmes, who came from a Quaker family who 

farmed in Asquith, in the parish of Weston. They had nine children whose 

baptisms were registered (as Non-Members) in the Bradford Meeting House 

of the Society of Friends.tm John Farrer went into business with his wife's 

brother, Joseph Holmes, and they had a mill at Laisterdyke. When John 

died in 1824, Hannah carried on the business herself for a while with her 

son Abraham, but then gave it up when they fell into financial difficulties. 

The business had to be wound up to pay off creditors.39 

The nephew of Benjamin chosen to take over the Fagley estate, John 

Farrer, was a clothier at Armley, married to Maria Simpson.4° John and 

Maria had a family of six christened at Armley during the ten years before 

1833, when they moved to Fagley. When settled in Fagley House, John 

Farrer seems to have given up the cloth trade. He called himself a 'farmer' 

in the 1841 census; and in 1851 he was a 'landed proprietor' .4' He 

benefited from the enclosure in 1844 of Eccieshill Moor.42 In 1846, John 

Farrer made an agreement with John Holmes of Shelf, coat master and 
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Rickinson Pickles of Halifax, gent., by which Farrer let them for four and a 

half years the rights to 'get' the coal on his estate at Fagley, in return for 

£30 per acre .41 It is not known whether this proved to be a profitable 

enterprise. With a large family and no income from trade, John Farrer 

seems to have struggled to make ends meet, even with the income from his 

inherited property. Pit Lane Mill may not have been a very reliable source of 

income: in 1848 it was advertised to be let again; and in 1853, there was, 

what was described in the Bradford Obse,veras a 'mêlée' in the Mill 

between men seeking to secure payment of rent for some portion of it which 

had been sub-let. In 1850 John Farrer seems to have been imprisoned for 

debt in York Castle, and narrowly escaped being declared bankrupt; the 

judge eventually accepted that with a life insurance policy worth £5,000, he 

could meet his creditors' demands .4' Farrer then started to economise, and 

by the time the Census was taken in 1851 the Farrers lived unpretentiously 

at Fagley House, with no servants; there were two unmarried daughters in 

their twenties with no occupations still at home, who could help with the 

house-work. His two younger sons (Benjamin and David), aged 21 and 29 

were also living at home and each was described as being employed as an 

'assistant manager in fancy woollen manufactory'. 

John died a few years later (1858), and the estate passed to his eldest 

son, Benjamin, whom Cudworth credited with improving the estate: 'many 

acres of this land are leased to Mr. Thomas Milner, nurseryman, in whose 

grounds the tower above-mentioned forms a conspicuous object. The 

green-houses and collections of plants at Fagley Nursery are probably the 

most extensive and valuable in this part of Yorkshire .,47 In the year he 

inherited the estate, Benjamin Farrer married Jane Belk Smith, the daughter 

of a land agent who was one of the founding fathers of Undercliffe 

Cemetery, Joseph Smith. Joseph had died shortly before the wedding and 

was buried under one of the most conspicuous monuments in the 

Cemetery 4' As a result of his marriage Benjamin moved out of Fagley 

House and went to live with his new wife in Smithville, Little Horton, her 

father's eponymous residence. This was probably the last time Farrers lived 

at Fagley House, which was now advertised to be let by Jane's brother, 
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George Smith, who like his father was a land agent. It was described as 

follows: 

All that detached FAMILY RESIDENCE called Fagley House, delightfully 

situated at Eccleshill near Bradford. The house contains dining, breakfast 

and drawing-rooms, kitchen on the ground floor, four lodging-rooms, with 

dressing room. A large garden, and convenient out-buildings .49 

The house was let for the nest forty years to a series of people, among 

them R. B. Haste, a merchant of some sort with an office in Bradford, until 

his business went into liquidation in 1874, and he had to sell his furniture at 

Fagley House. 5° In the last years of the century, it was tenanted by Lionel 

Cresswell, a barrister who was also captain of Bradford Golf Club.5' 

Despite moving out, Benjamin Farrer kept up his links with the area, 

where he seems to have been a popular figure. In February 1865 he 

presided over the annual Eccleshill Tradesmen's Dinner. The newspaper 

report (misspelling his name slightly) described him as 'a native of Eccleshill 

and for many years the occupier of his ancestral residence, Fagley House'. 

He replied to the toast to 'the army, navy and volunteers' proposed by the 

local clergyman, with one to 'the clergy and other ministers of religion, and 

the magistracy.' It was a convivial meeting: 

The entertainment was kept up with lively interest and good feeling until a 

late hour in the evening, and on Captain Farrar vacating the chair and 

taking his departure he was heartily cheered. 52 

In Round about Bradford, Cudworth gives a much more positive 

description of this Benjamin than he had given of his great-uncle: 'Captain 

Benjamin Ferrer was in all respects a gentleman. Captain Farrer was an 

ardent volunteer, and to him was chiefly attributable the formation of the 

Eccleshill Company of Rifle Volunteers, of which he was for some years the 

captain.' 53 The Volunteers were a version of the territorial army, set up all 

over Britain as a result of the fears in 1859 of a French invasion, due to the 

activities of Napoleon Ill. In January 1860, Farrer and William Yewdall were 

elected officers of the newly-formed Eccleshill volunteers at a meeting held 
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in the National School for that purpose. Such was the enthusiasm and 

patriotism locally that there were already forty members of the troop. In 

March, Her Majesty was pleased to accept the services of this new sub-

division of the volunteers, the twenty-fourth to be formed in the West 

Riding.54 The formation of these forces coincided with the increased use of 

the rifle, and Captain Farrer was a keen, and at times successful, 

participant in shooting competitions put on by the National Rifle Association, 

and even travelled abroad to compete in such events. In June 1868 he tied 

(with two others) in a competition held for the Yorkshire silver challenge cup 

donated by the Rev. R. Brooke.°° The following month, Farrer travelled to 

Wimbledon Common to attend the annual contest there; since 1860 this 

had been the venue for such events, before they moved to Bisley. In the 

contest for the Queen Alexandra prize (five shots at 500 yards), he did well, 

scoring seventeen, and won £3. °° Everyone remarked on the weather that 

year; 'the heat at Wimbledon seems to increase day by day, and Thursday, 

by common consent, was regarded as the very hottest within the 

recollection of those who frequent the Common', reported the Sheffield 

Independent" The Morning Post commented on the 'sultriness to an 

extreme degree'; the Bradford Observer reported that it was 120° F in the 

sun, and 101 ° F in the shade. °6 This was to be the undoing of Captain 

Farrer: 'the great heat, however, affected his not over strong frame; he had 

a sun-stroke, which brought on gastric fever', 59 and he died aged 44 at 

Wimbledon. His body was brought back to Bradford and buried in 

Undercliffe Cemetery. Thousands turned out to watch as the cortège, 

followed by the mayor in his carriage, proceeded from Smithville to the 

cemetery. The band of the battalion was in attendance and played the 

'Death March' from Saul; a firing party of No. 2 Company, with arms 

reversed, followed. Three volleys were fired over the grave .60 

By the will of Benjamin Farrer who built the tower, his estate had been 

'entailed', that is to say, it was left in trust to James Ward of Bradford, 'his 

heirs and assigns for ever', to the use of Benjamin's nephew, John Farrar, 

and then to the use of John Farrer's eldest son, and soon; in default of 

heirs male, the estate passed to the next brother; if the family ran out of 

men, it passed to daughters. Captain Benjamin Farrer had no children, so 
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the estate now came to his brother, Samuel Henry Farrer. He was a wool 

merchant in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. He had started business there in 1852, 

in partnership with his younger brother, David, who had a similar shop in the 

High Street of Sheffield. They seem also to have had premises of some sort 

in Leeds, perhaps a workshop linked to the retail outlets. 51 The Newcastle 

shop was at 18 Grey Street, in the centre of the town, and the Farrers 

described themselves as 'Woollen Cloth Merchants': 

The proprietors confine their attentions solely to the cloth trade, and from 

their long experience in the Manufacturing and Finishing of woollen cloths, 

are prepared to offer them at Prices much below those charged by General 

Dealers.m 

How the partnership between the brothers worked is not clear, but David 

must have spent time in both Sheffield and Newcastle, because in 1861 he 

married Isabella Irwin in the latter town.63 Their partnership was dissolved in 

1866, and Samuel Henry continued alone in Newcastle, moving the shop to 

Pilgrim Street, opposite Market Street in 1877.64 When the partnership was 

dissolved, the brothers thanked customers for their support: 'the success 

we have met with has tar exceeded our expectations, and it is proof that the 

principles on which we have conducted our business are sound.'65 After the 

dissolution of the partnership, David returned to Bradford where he set up 

business as an outfitter in Tyrrell Street. Samuel Henry showed no 

inclination to return to Fagley House, which continued to be let. He had also 

got married (in 1853), to Catherine Denton, daughter of Samuel Denton, 

woollen draper of Halifax, and they started a family in Newcastle. Perhaps 

he would have found the life of his father as a landed proprietor in Eccleshill 

too dull, and not sufficiently rewarding financially. Samuel Henry Farrer was 

a respected member of Newcastle society. He lived at The Grove, 

Gosforth, and was for many years a member, and then chairman, of the 

South Gosforth Local Board. When in 1888 Northumberland County Council 

was set up, he was elected (as a Conservative) to that body to represent 

Gosforth. In 1887, a Leeds newspaper reports that Samuel Henry Farrer, an 

'old Bradtordian', of 'Fagley Hall' had the honour to deliver an address to 

the Prince of Wales when he visited the Royal Agricultural Show which was 
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held in Newcastle.w He died in 1893 and the obituary in the Newcastle 

Chronicle recorded his work as local politician, and as churchwarden under 

three successive rectors of Gosforth: 'he was a warm-hearted man, of kind 

and genial manners, which endeared him to those with whom he came in 

contact, and his figure will be much missed in the village ,67 

David Farrar, who as a younger son, had nothing to do with the 

property at Fagley, continued, after his partnership with his elder brother 

had ended, to live and trade in Bradford, and also had premises of some 

sort at Priest Royd mills, in Huddersfield. He combined his trade as a seller 

of cloth with that of an insurance agent for Scottish Widows, which was not 

uncommon for a Victorian shop-keeper .6' He was ever the entrepreneur 

and in 1875 had patented, with his relation by marriage, Fred lsitt, a new 

design for roller skates.69 In 1883, his business went into liquidation, by 

which time he had a shop at 1 Silver Street, Hull, in addition to two outlets in 

Bradford (21 Market Street and 61 Tyrell Street). He had debts of £9,419 

and assets of £5,360. ° When his affairs had been sorted out, he returned 

to trade as a tailor and outfitter. He died in 1915, still described as a tailor .71 

He was carrying on the long family tradition, working with cloth. He also 

carried on family tradition by marrying as a second wife his housekeeper, 

Mary Ann, who was twenty-eight years his junior. 72 His son, Henry Gordon 

Farrer (1884-1960), was a minor Bradford celebrity, leaving the regular 

army in 1929 as a lieutenant-colonel, after a distinguished career, and then 

working as 'Bimbashi', or Major, in the Egyptian police force, where he was 

at first head of the drug squad, and then Assistant Director of Police at 

Alexandria .73 His great-uncle, the Captain of the Volunteers would have 

been proud. 

The property at Fagley had been left, in 1828, as has been said, in trust 

to James Ward. By 1859 Ward was dead and his heirs less interested in 

acting as trustees, so two new trustees were appointed. They were both 

sons-in-law of John Farrer (d. 1858): John Holmes, draper of Bradford, who 

had married Elizabeth Farrer, and William Fifth, worsted spinner of 

Bradford, who had married her sister, Susannah.74 The law of real property 

changed in the later Victorian period allowing families to break entails. This 

was done by a disentailing deed in 1888, made between Holmes; Fifth; the 
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beneficiary of the trust, Samuel Henry Farrer; and his eldest son who would 

shortly inherit the property, Walter Simpson Farrer.7° The deed recited the 

will of Benjamin Fatter, and described his estate as consisting of 58 acres 

at Ecceleshill, and the property, including the Mill, at Pit Lane. The 

consequence of overturning the entail was that in the last years of the 

nineteenth century and early years of the twentieth century Fagley House 

and its estate could be sold. The decisive events which led to this sale were 

the premature deaths first of Samuel Henry Ferrer, and then in 1897 of his 

heir, Walter Simpson Farrer, who was, like his father, a woollen draper in 

Newcastle. Much of the land at Fagley was put up for sale by W. G. 

Stansfield in April 1899. There were seven lots, three of them described as 

building land, and one lot including Tower Field S.76 In June 1899, a 

conveyance was made from Mary Janet Ferrer (widow of Walter) and John 

Farrier, of Gosforth, Land Agent (Walters brother) to Edwin Greenwood of 

Thorncliffe House, Thornbury, bank cashier, of 'all that messuage or 

dwelling house called Fagley House, with the cottage, coach-house, 

outbuildings, gardens, plantation and close of land thereto adjoining', 

amounting in all to 23,081 square yards17 This ended the two hundred 

years' association of the Farrers, and through them the Jobsons, with the 

area. 

References 

'The Spy Tower at Fagley,' Bradford Antiquary 15)2011), 22-30. 

British Newspaper Archive, Bradford Observer, 2217/1875. 
West Riding Register of Deeds, Wakefield, EE/391/574 (Jobson to Jobson, registered ie 

October 1732) Bradford Antiquary 3, I (1985), 31-7. 
He had been barn is 18e0: his father was also called Robert and also from Bowling: his 

mother was Ann Brothered from Caiverley , See S. Margerison, The Registers of the 
Parish Church of Calvertey ii (Bradford, 1883t, 115,116 Margerison links a reference to a 
Waiter Jobson in the Calverley register to the family of the same name from Snaith in the 
East Riding. There are a number of other Jobsons in the Bradford area in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, presumably connected to the people under discussion here. The 
most famous of them, Dr Abraham Jobson, became Vicar of Wisbech and on his death in 
1831 endowed a charity in Bradford; Mary Lister, 'Old Bradford Charities It', Bradford 
Antiquary 3, i (1985), 31-7. 
WRRD, EE/380/573 (Jobson to Jobson). 
WRRD, EE1732/1074 (Jobsun's Declaration at a Fine, registered 13 June 1733). 
T. D. Whitaker, Loidis and E/mele (Leeds, 181e), appendix, p. 38; H. Hird, Bradford in 

History (Bradford, 1988), pp. 132n. 
Murgerison, Registers Itt (1887), 27, 31, 38, 48,198. 



° Bradford Antiquary, vol. 1(1888), pp 54.170; new series, vol. 11(1905), pp 101 107, 
140. 
'° Borthwick Institute of Historical Research, York, will of Robert Jobson, registered 13 
June 1733. 
"William Cudworth, 'Bradford churchwardens', Bradford Antiquary, vol. IV (1905), P. 298. 
The Jobsons and, after them, the Farrers, seem mainly to have been Anglicans. 
12 Gary Firth, Bradford and the Industrial Revolution (Halifax, 1990), p. 34; John Allison, 
'The Bradford Canal. the First Promoters', Bradford Antiquary, 3.7)1999), 3-15. Balme 
also acted as executor of the will of John Jobson of Bolton; B. I. H. R., York, will passed 30 
October 1776. 
13 BIHR, administration of goods of John Jobson granted 14 December 1734. 
'5WRRD. 1U602/807 (Jobson to Walker. registered 8 June 1739). 
glHR, wilt of Martha Jobson, passed 10 March 1738. 

'° BIHR, mill of Joseph Jobson, passed 5 March 1777. 
,n BIHR, will of Samuel Jobson, passed 2 August 1784 
BIHR, will of Joseph Jobson, passed 30 July 1798; Bradford Family History Society, 

Name Index to Bradford Parish Church Burials (Bradford, 1997), vol. 3, p. 76. 
'° Bradford Central Library, Blackburn's M. L's (1932). nos. 1329, 1331,1333; Bradford 
Family History Society, Bradford Parish Church Graveyard Transcriptions 2001, MA 47, 48; 
BIHR, will of John Jobson, passed 1 January 1827. 
'° Robert Unwin, Wetherby, the history are Yorkshire market loan (Leeds, 1986), 90, 96. 
' Went Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford, DB6/C518. 
London Metropolitan Archives, Ms 11936/313 (Royal and Sun Alliance, 478991) 

23 LMA, Ms 11936/424 (Royal and Sun Alliance, 735197). 
24 The National Archives, Prerogative Court of Canterbury, PROB 11/1343(30 June 1800, 
will of Henry Farrar); PROS 11/1431(17 September 1805, will of Mary Farrar). 
LMA, Ms 11936/385 (Royal and Sun Alliance, 600957). 
B14A, Leeds lntelligencer, 10 March 1789. In the latter part of the next century, Joanna 

SouthcoS's 'Great Boo' was kept at Apple Halt by Samuel and John JoweS, see Val Lewis, 
Satan's Mistress (Shepperton, 1997), 254-6. 
Sn Eccleshill Local History Group, A Ramble Round Fagley (Pudsey, 1995), 38-40 
(photograph between 46 and 47, and see frontispiece); and seep. 12 on Fagley House, and 
tar an illustration of Julie Andrews in the grounds at Fagley House in 1956, see opposite p. 
14 
55 W Cudworth, Roundabout Bradford (Bradford, 1876), 357. 
55 WYAS, Bradford, 066/C6/10. 
SO John James. History of the worsted manufacture in England (London, 1857), 605-6. 
BNA, Bradford Observer, 2/5/1844, 

u The Holden-tllingworth Letters (Bradford. 1927), 123. 
55 WYAS, Bradford, 0B6/CS/2. 
uWYAS, Bradford, 11074/3/81/191. 
55 WYAS, Bradford, 0B6/40/9. 

Information supplied by the late Dr E. E. L Owens (a descendant at Ben Ferrer and 
Nancy, and Chairman at the Yorkshire Archaeological Society Family History Section). 
' BIHR York, ML, 12 March 1783 (John Farrar and Hannah Holdsworth). 
O Ilkley Parish Register, ed. W. Cooper (Yorkshire Parish Register Society, 1927), p. 228, 
H. R. Hodgson, The Society of Friends in Bradford (Bradford. 1926), pp 97-9, 136,143 
London Gazette (1829), ii, p. 1404. 

° BIHR York, ML, 27 May 1814 (John Ferrer and Maria Simpson), 
P. Holmes, 'A Bradford department store and its Victorian founders,' Yorkshire 

Archaeological Journal 70(1998), 145. 
Eccleshill Local History Group, A Ramble around Fagley (Pudsey, 1995), p. 39. 

0  VdYAS, Bradford, 11 D74/3/62/1. 
BNA, Bradford Observer, 7 December 1848; 23 June 1853. 
BNA, Perry's Bankruptcy Gazelle, 14 April, 1850; Yorkshire Gazette, 5 October 1850; 2 

November 1850. 
The National Archives, 1551 Census enumerator's return, Moorside, Eccleshill. 
Cudworth, Roundabout Bradford (Bradford, 1876), p. 357. 

-62 -



Cohn Clark & Reuben Davison, In loving memory: the story of Undercl,ffe Cemetery 
Thropp, 2004),18-19, 
BNA, Bradford Observer, 22 July 1858. 

° BNA. Bradford Observer, 8, 9 October 1874 
BNA, Yorkshire Evening Post, 29 April, 1892; Leeds Mercury, 10 November 1900. 

en BNA, Leeds lntellrgencer. 25 February 1865. 
enW. Cudworth, Round about Bradford (Bradford, 1876), p.357. 
en BNA, Leeds lnlelligencer, 3 March 1860; 21 January, 1860. 
BNA, Sheffield Independent, 27 June 1868. 

en BNA, Morning Post, 17 July, 1868. 
ONA. Sheffield Independent, 18 July 1868. 

° BNA, Mommy Post, 17 July 1868; Bradford Observer. 23 July 1868 
BNA. Bradford Observer, 20 August 1868. 

° BNA, Bradford Observer, 20 August 1868; Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 17 August 1868, 
citing the Leeds Mercury; London Standard, 17 August 1868. 
0 BNA, Newcastle Journal, 15 April, 1862. 
BNA, Newcastle Guardian and Tyne Messenger, 4 June 1859615 June 1861. 
BNA, Newcastle Journ al, 7 June 1861. 

° BNA, Newcastle Courant, 16 March 1866; Newcastle Guardian, 7 April 1866. 
en BNA, Newcastle Guardian, 7 April 1866. 
° BNA, Leeds Times, 23 July 1887. 
en BNA, Newcastle Chronicle, 17 June 1893. 
e BNA, Bradford Observer, 31 January. 1873. 

BNA, Bradford Observer, 4 December 1875; London Gazette, 28 March 1076. 
rc DNA, Leeds Mercury. 18 September 1803. 
cc National Probate Registry, will of David Farrer, 11 St Andrew Place, Bradford, proved 1 October 
1915. 
ra 1911 Census, list Andrew's Place, Bradford; information supplied by Mrs Maureen Farrer of 
Australia. 

Information provided by Mrs Maureen Farrer. 
SC weo, deed registered 23 December 0859; P. Holmes, VAJ7O (1998), 148; BNA, Bradford 
Observer, 19 February 1859. 
'5WRRD, 16/832/451,452(9 Jane 1888 & 27/4/1800); National Probate Registry, will of Samuel 
Henry Farrer, grant 11 December 0893. 
BNA. Leeds Mercury, 17/4/0899 & 28/4/0899. 

"WRRD, 23/822/402 (Farm, to Greenwood, 7 Jane 1899); cf. 27/32/06 (Farrer to Procter, 28 June 
1899). 

A note on the author 

Peter Holmes has recently retired as Head of Political and Social Sciences 

at Hills Road Sixth Form College, Cambridge. He lives in Suffolk, although 

his family originally came from the Bradford area. He is keen on Yorkshire 

history and has contributed a number of articles to the Yorkshire 

Archaeological Journal. E-mail: peter.holmes1Oyahoo.co.uk 

-63 -



CLIFFORD WHONE OF THWAITES BROW: LOCAL HISTORIAN 

By Barbara Klempka 

Clifford Whose (courtesy The Dalesman Januaiy 1974). 

One could be forgiven for believing that Clifford Whone's legacy to local 

history is about where the Brontës borrowed their books. This subject is a hot 

topic in academic circles and stems from a short article he wrote for the 

Transactions of the Brontë Society in 1950.1 His closing paragraph stressed 

that 'the [Keighley] Mechanics' Library was undoubtedly the first regular 

source of books for her [Charlotte] and her family'. Clifford backed up this 

claim by listing the books in the library, a list of 570 titles that has been used 

by Brontš scholars ever since. This subject is covered in more detail later in 

this article. My objective here is to show that there was more to Clifford than 

Erontd book borrowing and to chronicle some of his other considerable 

achievements. His work was published in periodicals, he was a member of 

many local societies, he gave lectures in Keighley and Haworth, and he 

taught history and local history. 
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In the introduction to his book A History of Keighley, Ian Dewhirst writes 

that 'the prolific output of dedicated historians like Fred Williams, Dr Francis 

Villy and Clifford Whone remains sprinkled through the files of newspapers 

and journals'.2 I hope to capture some of them here. Clifford's published work 

was both scholarly, supplying details for future historians in journals such as 

The Bradford Antiquary, Yorkshire Archaeological Journal and the Tho resby 

Society Publications, and with a popular appeal for The Dalesman and 

Keighley News. 

Life Details 

Clifford Whone was born in Trawden, near Colne, in 1892. He later settled in 

Thwaites Brow, Keighley; at that time a tranquil area overlooking farmland 

and orchards, now housing estates. He married Hannah with whom he had 

three children, a daughter Phyllis, and two sons, John and Peter. Hannah 

was a school teacher, a member of the Keighley Music Club, and active in 

village events. She was a member of the Yorkshire Dialect Society from 

1940, becoming a life member from 1952 when Clifford also became a 

member. Clifford's father was John Whone, a well-known and respected 

hosier trading in Keighley Market Place for many years. Latterly he lived at 

Tower View, Thwaites Brow, the family home of Clifford and Hannah. He died 

in 1933 at the age of 74. 

With the exception of the war years, Clifford taught at St. Mary's School, 

Eastwood from 1910 to 1922. He then moved to Holycroft Senior Council 

School, Goulbourne Street, where he was a history teacher for thirty-one 

years until he retired in 1952. As a boy, Keighley historian Ian Dewhirst 

attended Holycroft Juniors and can vaguely remember a teacher he 

understood was Mr. Whone standing by the Senior School door during play 

times on sunny days. The Thwaites Brow/Long Lee and Parkwood 

Community Correspondent of the Telegraph & Argus and Keighley News, 

Desmond Jackson, now in his eighties, reports that Clifford was his history 

teacher. Clifford's retirement present from the school was eight historical 

maps. He also taught the boys at the St. Barnabas Sunday School, where 

boys and girls were taught separately. Hannah, Clifford's wife died in 1958. 

He re-mamed in 1960, to Mrs Jessie Bird. Clifford Whone died in 1963, aged 71. 
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(To avoid confusion, it is worth mentioning that a cousin of Clifford's was 

Herbert Whone (1936-2011), also a local historian, and perhaps best known 

for his book of photographs, The Essential West Riding, which featured a 

foreword by ex-Prime Minister Lord Wilson of Rievaulx and a preface by the 

writer J B Priestley. It was reprinted in 1987. Herbert lived in Micklethwaite 

and also published several books on music and one on Fountains Abbey.) 

The Keighlian 

The in-house magazine of Keighley Boys Grammar School, The Keighlian, 

reveals that in March 1907, the editor was Frank Lister, supported by two 

sub-editors, F. Whitaker and C. Whone (then aged fourteen). By February 

1908 Clifford was the full editor, though in February the following year the 

new editor advised readers that Clifford had resigned the editorship due to 

examinations, and thanked him for producing a successful magazine. This 

editorial experience would have given Clifford the skills to organise and 

control input by the pupils and to produce card-bound issues which were 

partly funded from commercial advertisements, and in later years at least, 

were subscription based. Whone became a member of the Old Keighlians 

Association (for ex pupils) and its one-time president. In The Keighlian issue 

for Easter 1948, under the heading 'Literary and Debating Society', we read 

that 'During the session we have been honoured by another visit from Mr. 

Clifford Whone'. This displays his on-going loyalty to the School. The 

Association was represented at his funeral. 

Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society (BHAS) 

The Keighlian issue for Christmas 1946 reported under the heading 'News of 

Old Boys - Appointments etc.', that 'Mr. Clifford Whone [was] elected 

President of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. This leads us on 

nicely to Clifford's work for that Society. He was a member for thirty years, 

joining in 1934; elected to its governing Council in 1935; was Secretary of the 

Society 1944 -1946; President 1946-1947; Hon. Treasurer in 1949; and 

elected as one of its eight Vice-Presidents, also in 1949. 

In November 1934 Clifford delivered a lecture to the Society on 'Life in a 

Yorkshire County House in the Reign of James I'. He delivered another 
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lecture to the Society in December 1936 on 'The Manor of Harden' and a 

third in June 1938 on 'Harden Hall, Woodbank, and Old St. Ives, Harden.' 

Further lectures to the Society were on 'The Yeoman Clothier' (January 

1942); 'Life in Bolton Priory, Six Centuries Ago' (his presidential address in 

November 1946), 'Adam, son of Peter de Berkin, 1125-1185 (October 1947); 

and 'The History of Keighley' in two parts (March 1954 and March 1955). He 

also spoke at the annual dinner of the Society in October 1951. Clifford led a 

number of excursions of the Society: one to Harden Hall, Woodbank and Old 

St. Ives, Harden in June 1938, and another to Sunside Farm, Braithwaite, 

Exley Moor, and Holycroft Senior School, Keighley, in May 1941. 

His work on the Council and lectures and excursions to the Society apart, 

Clifford made important contributions to local history in a number of articles in 

The Bradford Antiquary, the journal of the Society. This journal was 

established in 1882 and quickly become a major platform for publishing 

research on West Riding history. Initially Clifford worked closely with Keighley 

historian, Dr Francis Villy, who re-traced the Roman road on Harden Moor, 

and who was to contribute several articles on Roman roads in the area. 

Clifford, himself, wrote three substantial articles for The Bradford Antiquary 

and edited an even more substantial monograph. 

Clifford's first article for The Bradford Antiquary was 'The Manor of 

Harden' in 1938. This paper was based on Mr W. E. Preston's transcription 

of the Ferrand manuscripts and on the Harden charters printed in volume 39 

of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series. Picking his way 

carefully through complex source material, Clifford traces the boundaries of 

the Manor of Harden and charts the confused changes of ownership from the 

monks of Riveaulx Abbey to the Ferrand family and the sale of the estate in 

1919. A quote from this article was used in cousin Herbert's book The 

Essential West Riding.6 

In 1944, Clifford authored the article 'A Mill and Two Carucates in 

Keighley' .7 This article was based on a long series of notes compiled by 

Alderman W. A. Brigg. Clifford expressed his sincere thanks to Dr J. J. Brigg 

of Kildwick Hall, who 'kindly gave him access to this interesting material'. 

Starting with the Rev. Miles Gales (Rector of Keighley 1680-1721) and his 

history of Keighley and the mention of King's Mill, and in particular that rent of 
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441i. 13s.4d. paid to the Duke of Devonshire, Clifford then notes further 

mention of rent paid to Thomas Layton of Guiseley. Clifford debates the 

whereabouts of the mill, why it was given the name 'King's' and why rent was 

paid to Layton. There follow various claims for the mill and two carucates of 

land in Keighley up to 1277. A document of 1287 declares the land yielded 

for the Abbot of Kirkstall Abbey. By 1635 shares in the land were owned by 

the Stanhope family of Horsforth and later sold to Frances Layton. 

Clifford's third article 'The Paslow Estate in Harden and Exley' was 

published in 1952, and like the two previous, shows Clifford's skill at charting 

a path through the many confusing, and often conflicting items of source 

material.' During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the Paslew family of 

Riddlesden Hall held the Lordship of the Manor of Harden. They became 

substantial landowners until financial difficulties forced them to sell all by 

1572. An account is given of the many changes of ownership and income 

from tenants. Both Latin and English versions are given of the Homberston 

Survey of 1570 giving details of individual tenants. 

Clifford's major contribution was his editorship of Volume Ill in the 

Local Record Series of the Bradford Antiquary. At this time much of the work 

of the BHAS was to transcribe and index documents and archives so as to 

make them more widely accessible to the public and save wear and tear on 

the originals, and thus preserve them for future generations. Clifford 

transcribed and edited the Court Rolls of the Manor of Haworth from 1560-

1720. He wrote a detailed introduction, provided both a Latin transcription 

and an English translation, and produced indexes of personal and place 

names. The whole production covered 180 pages. Permission had to be 

obtained from the Registrar-General to access these records which were 

held in the archives of the Keighley Corporation. 1° Court Rolls were written in 

quaint phrases and used phonetic spelling and obsolete words, and one has 

to admire the skill and industry needed to bring these ancient records to light. 

As a taster we learn that in 1285 'Galfridus de Hayworth, Rogerus de 

Maynyngham and Alicia de Bercroft hold in Hayword [Haworth] ui bovates of 
land where xxxiiij carucates make a knight's fee' (p.vii). Another example 

gives a veritable thesaurus of medieval property terms: 
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On December IYh, 1578, Alexander [Risshe worth] described as 'of the Heath 

within the county of York, Esquire, conveyed to Martin Birkeheade, of 

Wakefield, county of York, Esquire' the manor of Haworth, including lands, 

wastes, waste grounds, pastures, feeding woods, underwoods, moors, 

mosses, turbaries, mines, delphs, quarrels [quarries], commons, waters, 

fishings, watercourses, rents, reversions, remainders, advowsons, 

patronage, villeines, neiffs [bondwoman or she villein], waieffs and sfraies, 

boynes [unpaid services due by a tenant to his lord], liberties, courts teat, 

view of frankpledge, felons' goods, fugitives' goods, wards, marriages, reliefs, 

herriotts, escheats, fynes, forfeitures, amercements, perquisitas, and profits 

of court, free warrens, free parks, free chases, franchises, and all other 

hereditaments whatsoever. (pp. v-vi) 

Clifford, teacher as he was, gives meanings in footnotes to most of these 

terms, and, despite the specialist vocabulary and tortured prose of the 

original documents, provides lucid commentaries. Clifford classed this work 

as his biggest achievement and it bore the 'stamp of his scholarship', 11 The 

691h Annual Report of the BHAS (1947) records that 'once again the Society 

s indebted to Mr. C. Whore for this valuable work'. 

Thwaites Brow in Keighley, where Clifford lived, is little known; 

likewise the surrounding districts such as Marley, Thwaites, Riddlesden, 

Hainworth, Harden, Parkwood, Long Lee, WoodhouselSpringbank and the St 

Ives Estate. These areas have generated a number of complex local history 

records and revealed that Bingley's boundary once extended to include 

Riddlesden. Doubtless these facts inspired Clifford's articles for The Bradford 

Antiquary. Clifford's thorough research, which resulted in lengthy and 

sometimes complex works, published in the Society's journal, has been used 

by a number of subsequent scholars, as we shall see. 

'Where the Brontës Got Their Books' 

Controversy still surrounds Clifford's brief article in the 1950 issue of the 

Brontë Society Transactions titled 'Where the Brontës Borrowed Their 

Books'. 12 Although Clifford was a member of the Brontë Society from at least 
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1951 to 1962, this is the only article by him in the Society's journal. After a 

brief introduction outlining the need to identify where the Brontë children 

obtained their reading, Clifford suggests the library of the Keighley 

Mechanics' Institute. More importantly, he then listed the books that were in 

the library. The Yorkshire Post and Mercury in reporting this item, stated, 'in 

her biography, Life of Charlotte Brontë, Mrs Gaskell wrote Winter though it 

was, the sisters took their accustomed walks on the snow covered moors, or 

went often down the long road to Keighley for such books as had been added 

to the library during their absence from England". The paper continued: 

'What were the books available to the Brontés in the library of the Mechanics' 

Institute? Now at last the question has been to a large extent answered by a 

Keighley man, Mr Clifford Whone. He has a copy of the Institute's annual 

report for 1841 which includes a catalogue. It was a most comprehensive 

library and Mr Whone concludes that it must have been the source of much 

of Charlotte's literary education'. 13 This listing has been used by Brontë 

scholars ever since and demonstrates the value of Clifford's work in 

transcribing and publishing source material. Indeed, in a 1997 study of the 

most cited articles in the Brontë Society Transactions, it was found that 

Clifford Whone's 1950 article was the most cited article of all! 13 

Fresh interest has arisen in recent years and the Australian Brontë 

Society, no less, had a speaker who based a talk on Clifford's article. 15 In 

2007, Bob Duckett wrote that scholars had been mistaken in their view that 

the Brontës borrowed books from the Keighley Mechanics' Institute .16 This 

was not a new view, as Ian Dewhirst in 1965, and Dr Juliet Barker in her 

1994 biography The Brontës, had given reasons why the Brontës would not 

have used the Mechanics' library. 17 Barker and Duckett suggest it was the 

commercial circulating libraries in Keighley that the Brontës used. Despite 

this evidence to the contrary, and there is no conclusive proof either way, the 

'Whone thesis' prevails, for his is still the only published catalogue of a library 

that scholars have access to, for a library that the Brontës could have used. 

In 1946 the Keighley News printed a letter from Clifford about journeys the 

Brontës made to Keighley and beyond.mn This followed criticism in an earlier 

edition. He was most pedantic in quoting times and days when coaches ran 

in attempting to disprove an argument from 'Brontë Admirers'. He points out 



that the information they need is not hearsay, but facts that appear in 

contemporary directories and other reliable sources. He appeared to love 

debate. 

Other Publications 

In addition to The Bradford Antiquary and the Transactions of the Brontë 

Society, Clifford also contributed an article which was published by The 

Thoresby Society in 1936. This was on 'Christopher Danby of Masham and 

Farnley (who resided at Fernley Hall)'. 19 It was another impressive Whone 

production showing great forensic skill in charting a course through complex 

records. Born in 1582, Christopher Danby, an only son, inherited the 

Malhamshire estate, but died aged 42, bankrupt. The estate then became a 

'battleground' between grasping steward, also named Christopher Danby, 

Christopher's mother, his widow, and bailiffs, before falling into ruin. 

An item held in Keighley Library is a typescript titled The Borough of 

Keighley: A Brief Survey of its Progress and Development During the 

Twentieth Century. This gives a basic history of Keighley, together with 

proposals made jointly by the Leeds and Bradford Joint Planning Committee 

in 1926. There are graphs and maps in Clifford's own handwriting and text on 

the Keighley Municipal Borough, rates, industry, organisation, distribution and 

transport. Various services ranging from gas and electricity to slum clearance 

and new highways, population and cultural aspects. Both the Co-operative 

Society and Public Library are featured. I have found no record of it being 

published. A further unpublished typewritten paper on Keighley is archived 

and is a basic insight into Keighley centre's history.2° In 1951 the Dalesman 

magazine published Clifford's article 'East Riddlesden Hall and the men who 

lived there'. This was a simplified version of his earlier Bradford Antiquary 

article on that area. 21 

A book for schools, titled Prize Plays and Some Others for Young Players 

and published by the Oxford University Press in 1937, included a play by 

Clifford, 'The Eve of Flodden'. This one-act play is about 47 Keighley men 

who fought the Scots at Flodden in 1513. The play won third prize from the 

Oxford Press in 1937.22 In a note, we read that 'this play was originally 

written for performance at Holycroft Senior School, Keighley. The names of 
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the male characters have been taken from the Roll of Lord Clifford's followers 

who fought with him at Flodden, and the place names are all local'. On page 

46 in Keighley, Past and Present by W. Keighley, first published in 1858, 

there is a list of all those people from the Parish of Keighley who followed 

Lord Clifford in 1513 and fought under the standard of the Earl of Surrey at 

the battle on Flodden Field. Clifford's inspiration may have resulted from his 

article for the Thoresby Society noted above, where on page one, he states 

that Sir Christopher Danby of Farnley and Thorpe was a general at the battle. 

This was an erudite article and, bearing in mind the plays he wrote for 

children, demonstrates the wide range of resources he used and the wide 

spectrum of people he was able to reach Clifford Danby was one of the 

landowners Clifford features in his local history series. 

Clifford wrote a second play titled 'John Wesley', which was an 

imaginative interpretation of Wesley's visit to Keighley in 1748. Set in the 

White Bear Inn down Low Street with a cast including a landlord, landlady, an 

adventurer, a mischief maker, a deputy constable, a drummer-boy, a 

chimney-sweep, the Rev. William Grimshaw of Haworth, and John Wesley. It 

was performed by the St Barnabas Dramatic Society at Thwaites Brow in 

1934. It was later performed in a production of five one-act plays organised 

by the Workers' Education Association for Craven in St Thomas's Hall at 

Sutton .23 

Clifford's name crops up on an internet site regarding a building in 

Greengates, Keighley, close to Worth Way.25 In the Keighley News, Clifford 

advised that on a guided walk, as the group approached Greengates from 

Hattersley's steps, they saw an old house which used to be the Horse and 

Jockey inn.25 Much of the land around this area had belonged to the Parker 

family and Robert Parker had lived at Marley Hall. The family had set up The 

Waddington Trust, providing alms houses for six poor widows at Waddington, 

near Clitheroe.26 

Other Activities 

Clifford's goal was to extend education to the masses and he was a founder 

member and elected Secretary of the Keighley branch of the W.E.A. 

(Workers' Education Association) in 1912, when aged only twenty. Later he 
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became its vice-president. Mostly self-educated in political, social and 

economic thought, he was influenced by Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes 

and the philosopher and mathematician Bertrand Russell. A member of the 

Keighley Natural History and Literary Society from its formation, he was 

elected president in 1959. In 1957 he took an evening class on local history 

under the auspices of the local education authority, but his preference was 

making permanent historic records. He was also a speaker at the Keighley 

Rotary Club and ran the Sunday School for boys at St Barnabas Church in 

Thwaites Brow. In addition he was, for many years, the organist there. 

Talks 

In May 1938 Clifford was guest speaker for the Keighley Soroptimist Club 

when his subject was Keighley street names, a digression from his usual 

history themes but perhaps more in keeping with a general audience. As a 

historian he would be aware that many local street names had a historical 

origin. He talked of the Duke of Devonshire and the places names after 

royalty, industrialists, land owners and school founders. 28 

A Keighley News report describes how Clifford spoke to members of the 

Haworth Old People's Welfare Guild of the time two hundred years earlier 

when Haworth, in the words of a visiting parson, was 'a most irreligious 

place'.28 Mr Whone sought, by many illustrations, to prove to his listeners that 

though we might grumble about present-day conditions, life has never been 

happier. He stated that the average age in Haworth in a report was 26 and 

added that 41 out of every 100 children died before they were six. He 

described the efforts of Parson Grimshaw, when Rector of Haworth, to stamp 

out drunken feasts. Grimshaw earned the respect of the Haworth folk by his 

straightforwardness and he converted the 'ungodly' villagers he found on his 

arrivals until the church was crowded each week. Later that year Clifford 

spoke on the subject of the Rev. William Grimshaw again, this time to the 

Keighley Rotary Club of Haworth. 28 

The Keighley News of 17 September 1955 outlined a tour Clifford made of 

old parts of Keighley as guide and historian to the Keighley Natural History 

and Literary Society. The report fills three columns, the details of which are a 

wonderful record. Clifford showed the crowds the tablet on the wall of the 
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building that housed the Mechanics' Institute which stated 'Charlotte Brontë 

used to come to the Institute every week to exchange books for her father' 

He also showed them the inscription above the Cosy Cinema which included 

the coat of arms of the Netherwood family. Chrisopher Netherwood lived at 

Cliff Hall which later became Cliff Castle Museum after Sir Bracewell-Smith, a 

Keighley man who became Lord Mayor of London, donated the house and 

grounds to the people of Keighley. Another item of interest was the old fire 

station that marked the site of Keighley's first gas works, and that in Mr 

Whone's opinion it had been one of the pioneers in the use of gas.31 

In 1961, after tracing the history of the Grammar School Movement, 

Clifford spoke to the Keighley Natural History and Literary Society on the 

subject. On this occasion he also spoke on the history of the Keighley 

Mechanics' Institute and the Girls' Grammar School.32 Clifford was president 

of the Keighley Natural History and Literary Society, which, in 1962, recorded 

the headstones in the Keighley Parish Church graveyard. At the opening of 

the winter session, he gave a lecture on the history of the church, a 

substantial report of which was published in the Keighley News (27 October 

1962). He informed the audience that the Rector, Canon E. C. Hamer had 

arranged for the registers dating from 1562 to be rebound. He hoped 

endeavours to arrange the churchyard into a Garden of Rest would be 

successful. 

Acknowledgements 

As we have seen, Clifford's work was much praised and used by historians. 

And still is. Thus in the West Yorkshire Archaeological Survey to A.D. 1500, 

volume 2, Clifford Whone is mentioned several times. On page 326, in the 

section on Harden, we find: '... in 1317 William Castley granted common 

rights in the wood of Harden to John de Mohaut of Marley. The extent and 

history of the post-medieval manor of Harden have been discussed by 

Whone and a perambulation of its bounds made in 1814 has been 

published'. Page 418 states that 'The 12 carucates in Bingley and its soke 

which Erneis de Burn held in 1086 may have included land in Keighley. 

Ralph Raynel probably acquired this land, which comprised of 2 carucates, 
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by exchange; Brigg identifies this land with Exley, but Whone suggests that 

they were the 2 carucates in Laycock which Rafnsvatr held in 1066'. 33 

Mr E. Dodd, in his book Bingley, A Town Through Nine Centuries, includes 

in his preface his thanks to Mr C. Whone on some points relating to Keighley 

and Riddlesden. 

George G. Cragg, in his book Grimshawof Haworth, published in 1947, 

thanked Mr Clifford Whone of Bradford Antiquarian Society 'for much help', 

while in an article titled 'The Manor of Haworth', by Kenneth Emsley in the 

Brontë Society Transactions for 1990, Emsley notes that Clifford Whone 

edited the Court Rolls of the Manor of Haworth which was a source of his 

research.34 Once again here is evidence that Clifford's work was being used 

long after his death. Earlier, Wilfred Robertshaw, in his article on 'The Manor 

and House of Exley' in The Bradford Antiquary for 1944, notes 'item 25 was a 

copy only, formerly in the possession of the late Miss B C. Waddington of 

Thwaites Brow, Keighley, this document was copied by Mr Clifford Whone, 

also of Thwaites Brow, to whom the writer is indebted for the loan of this list 

of bequests'. This shows again that Clifford was active in historic 

preservation. 

Keighley historian, Michael Baumber, in his book, A Pennine Community, 

cites Clifford's 'A Mill and 2 Carucates' in his list of references. Yet another 

Keighley historian, Asa Briggs, Lord Briggs of Lewes, wrote in his article 

'Industry and Politics in Early Nineteenth-century Keighley' in the Bradford 

Antiquary for 1950, 'This building is now enlarged and occupied by Mr J. W. 

Hartley and is known as the Brontë Wool Warehouse. I am indebted for this 

piece of information and for many other points of local interest to Clifford 

Whone'. 

Clifford was also free in his acknowledgement on the help given to him by 

others. In his edition of The Court Rolls of the Manor of Haworth, he thanks 

Mr Wilfred Robertshaw, Director of the City Art Gallery and Museums, 

Bradford, 'who gave me access to the Ferrand MSS' and to Mr. W E. 

Preston who 'placed at my disposal his extensive notes on Midgleys of 

Cookgate'. Preston was also thanked 'for access to the Viscountess Swinton 

MSS ... [and] for much advice and assistance' in Clifford's Thorseby Society 

article. 
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The Internet contains many entries which indicate that Clifford's work on 

the Haworth Court Rolls and also the Brontš book item are often quoted by 

historians and students to support their own research, even in the twenty-first 

century. This is testimony to his foresight in local history matters. A further 

posting points out that Ian Dewhirst 'followed in the footsteps of Clifford 

Whone', which if true, is a great testimony to his memory. An item, again on 

the internet in the year 2000, from the Yorkshire Archaeological Society 

Journal, states that 'the local historian, Clifford Whone, argued strongly that 

in the post-war era of reconstruction it was necessary to preserve relics of 

the past. Skipton has its Castle, Leeds had its Temple Newsam and Bradford 

had its Balling Hall, why should not the far more modest relics of yeoman life 

be preserved in Keighley? Whone envisaged using the building [Utley House] 

as a museum, with each room illustrating the fashions of a different era, but 

concentrating on the textile industry in the area'. 35 Clearly he believed such 

preservation to be important for our heritage. 

Clifford died in 1963, aged 71, at his home in Thwaites Brow. The 30 

November 1963 edition of the Keighley News reported that Clifford had 

presided at a talk to the Keighley Naturalists Society, and in a separate 

article, reported on his death. J. Ogden of Cliffe Castle, also a former officer 

of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, paid great tribute to 

Clifford Whone in his obituary, stating that many organisations were richer in 

local knowledge because of his many talks. He would be sadly missed, not 

least of all for his companionship and 'goodly company'. The funeral took 

place in Keighley Parish Church. Organisations represented included the 

Keighley Natural History Society, Cliffe Castle Museum and Art Gallery, the 

National Trust (East Riddlesden Hall Committee), St Barnabas Church, 

Thwaites Brow Town Women's Guild, Holycroft School, the WEA, the 

Diocesan Readers, Keighley Federation of the CBMS, East Ward Labour 

Party, the Keighley News, and Old Keighlians (Keighley Boys Grammar 

School). 
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THE BRADFORD CLUB: A HISTORY 

By Peter Townsend 

Gentlemen's Clubs had their roots in coffee houses and the meeting rooms 

of public houses. The like-minded founders of developing industry and 

commerce - the wool trade, in Bradford's case - would meet informally and 

talk trade over food and drink. One such coffee house, in Ivegate, was a 

favoured haunt of the wool merchants and textile mill owners, as was the 

White Lion Hotel in Kirkgate. The Bull's Head Inn at the bottom of Westgate 

was also the home of many informal groups including the old Choral Society 

and the first association called the Bradford Club. This group first met at the 

Bull's Head in 1761 and they held meetings for the next thirty years in one of 

the many inns of Bradford. Some of the first members of these groups were 

the piece traders whose business was based in the Piece Hall, site of the 

present Bradford Club. Eventually these groups would establish their own 

clubs by raising substantial deposits to build or modify premises for their use. 

Piece Hall Yard 1850 

Figure I Piece Hall Yam 1650 Bradford 
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In the early nineteenth century Bradford already occupied a strong 

position in the wool and textile trade. A number of factors were responsible 

for the meteoric increase in the volume of the wool trade, which would in turn 

support the establishment of five Gentlemen's Clubs. 

The Industrial Revolution became the age of specialisation for the 

Yorkshire textile towns. Bradford's expertise in trading piece goods was 

easily moved to trading wool and worsteds. The Piece Hall had become 

redundant as demand for these products had died. The establishment of the 

Wool Exchange (built 1864-7) secured Bradford's place in the woollen 

industry. The design of the building was subject to a competition, won by 

Lockwood and Mawson. The style of the building in Venetian Gothic with a 

Flemish influenced tower, though much celebrated now, was the subject of 

great debate at the time. Wool was traded here until the 1960s. 

The improvement in rail connections and the development of a goods 

terminal very close to the centre of Bradford were important factors when 

trading a bulky commodity such as wool. Jacob Behrens (later Sir Jacob) 

was an immigrant from North Germany and his work through the Chamber of 

Trade in establishing Bradford's overseas commerce and, in particular, a 

treaty with the French added to Bradford's dominance of the wool trade. 

Descendants of Sir Jacob, as with the descendants of many famous wool 

families, are still members of the Club today. During the same period, the 

arrival of significant numbers of Irish immigrants provided a willing labour 

force. This influx, started before 1830 with pressure from evictions, continued 

through the famine of 1845-1846 and continued into the early twentieth 

century. During this period the number of textile employees in Bradford 

increased from 14,000 in 1871 to 40,000 in 1881 and 64,000 inl9ll. The 

population of Bradford increased from 13,000 in 1801 to 104,000 in 1851 and 

to 280,000 in 1901. 

The surge in trade was considerable, as was demand for land close to 

the town centre. The sale of land, by the descendants of the Peckover family, 

of all of what is now Little Germany provided the space for growth. Previously 

the area had been parkland and meadow surrounding Eastbrook House, the 

Peckover family home. The land extended down to what was once Well 

Street and is now the edge of the Westfield development. The German 
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merchants who had started to arrive from 1830 took many of these sites, 

having first settled in the area known as Bermondsey. This was the area 

around Piece Hall Yard and what is now the Midland Hotel. The last 

remaining wing of Eastbrook House can be seen from Aire Valley Trunk 

Road. It was developed and extended as a wool warehouse, once the home 

of H. Dawson woolbrokers, and is now apartments. 

Figure 2: Eastbrook House 

This same boom period in the wool trade saw the establishment of five 

significant gentlemen's clubs in the town. It is a testimony to the financial 

power of the wool trade that these clubs were all built in the 25 years from 

1847. Before the building boom began, around 1850, Bradford had been a 

fairly low-rise town of no great repute. In building all these new warehouses, 

mills, offices and clubs, Bradford was fortunate to have architects able to 

articulate these visions. Although Lockwood and Mawson are the architects 

everyone remembers from this period, Bradford had several other firms able 

to rise to the challenge: Fairbank, Pepper, Milnes and France, Andrews and 

Delauney, Mallinson and Healey, Hope and Jardine. They were all able to 
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design and build successfully in a range styles from Classical, Venetian and 

Florentine Gothic to French chateau. 

In the thirty years from 1855 Bradford had established five clubs 

similar to the present one. Four are reasonably well documented, but little is 

known of the fifth one. In addition there was the Peckover Club in Little 

Germany which was principally a member's bar. 

The Bradford Club 

The first 'Bradford Club' occupied premises at Upper Piccadilly and Manor 

Row. It was built in 1868 at a cost of £6,000, to the design of Lockwood and 

Mawsorr. Architectural details were borrowed from The Randolph Hotel in 

Oxford and the building is very highly regarded by architectural writers. It was 

originally a liberal club, though not in name. Various sources suggest that this 

was for a time the most elite of Bradford's clubs. Members included Edgar 

Behrens and E. H. Foster. 

It closed in 1940 because many members were on military service and 

sadly it never re-opened as many of these members did not return. It did not 

amalgamate with any club but the remaining members were assimilated by 

the other clubs. 

The building remains and is known as York House. It is the building in 

John Street which faces directly into Upper Piccadilly. The building has since 

served as a police station and a night club and has now been refurbished as 

flats. Unfortunately, the floors have been split, spoiling the magnificent 

ground floor windows but the building has been saved and the work has been 

done with considerable sympathy. 

The Liberal Club and the County and Conservative Club 

The imposing edifices at Provincial Buildings, Town Hall Square (an 

extension of Market Street) were the home of the Bradford Liberal Club from 

1847 to 1877.The buildings were leased from the Provincial Building Society. 

When the Liberal Club moved to premises in Bank Street in 1878, the 

Bradford and County Conservative Club took over the lease, greatly 

extending the property, and remained there until 1955. The press gave 

considerable coverage to the openings of the two clubs in 1847 and 1878. 
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The presence of four gentlemen's clubs in a town of Bradford's size was 

probably unchallenged. 

Club life in Bradford, with the exception of the war years, continued to 

prosper. In 1935 the Liberal Club had 850 members, the Conservative Club 

420 members and the Union Club 255 members. 

In 1955 the Provincial Building Society wanted the site of the Conservative 

Club for redevelopment (eventually to become the tower block facing the 

Town Hall and now the site of Centenary Square). The Conservative Club 

moved in with the Liberal Club, who were then in their own premises in Bank 

Street. Both clubs agreed to drop their political affiliations to become the 

second 'Bradford Club', as it remained until 1976. 

The building in Bank Street had been opened by Earl Granville in 1877 

as the Bradford Liberal Club. Again, it was designed by Lockwood and 

Mawson. There were many influential members including Titus Salt and other 

leading Liberals of the day. Lunch was the main business of the various 

clubs. From Monday to Friday, lunch trade was mainly for members and their 

guests but Saturday lunch was a real family occasion. Informal 'corners' were 

groups of like-minded members who would dine together on a regular basis. 

There were four such groups at the Liberal Club and they added a significant 

contribution to club revenues. Most of these groups disbanded as one club 

merged with another. However one such group, 'The Optimists', still exists 

today. Besides their weekly lunch, they have a very grand Annual Dinner and 

other events which all add to the attraction of the Club. 

With its strong non-conformist and Liberal ethic and firm attitudes 

about strong drink, the Bradford Club had no formal bar until 1953. 'The 

Cubby Hole' was a cabinet behind the cash desk from which staff would 

dispense liquor for consumption at table or in one of the private meeting 

rooms. 

By the mid seventies, this club and the Union Club were struggling to 

survive (possibly something to do with The Cubby Hole). The Bank Street 

site being the most valuable was sold and the two clubs moved temporarily 

on to that site while the Union Club building in Piece Hall Yard was 

refurbished. Most of the staff for the new Club came from Bank Street site. 

The building is now occupied by the probation service. 
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The Union Club —1852 to 1976 

The Union Club was named after the original name of Piece Hall Yard, Union 

Yard. The Union Stage Coach Company operated from the Yard, running a 

stage coach service to Kendal. 

Until the Club members came to these premises they were known as 

the Bradford Billiard Club. It is not known where they met previously. The 

Club members built the part of the Club which is now the Bar and Snooker 

Room section on a fourteen year lease from owner of the Nag's Head, a Mr 

Williamson. The Nag's Head, which occupied the site of the present dining 

room was purchased from Williamson and rebuilt by Lockwood and Mawson 

in 1866. The architect of the 

earlier part of the Club is reputed 

to be Pepper and Welsh. The 

two distinct architectural styles 

can be seen on the Piece Hall 

Yard elevation of the Club 

although, as the Yard is only 

fourteen feet wide, it is a strain 

on one's neck. 

The Talbot Hotel had not 

been planned when Club 

extension was built so the 0 -

outlook would have been much 

more open, and an appreciation 

of the Club's finest façade would 

have been possible. 

Figure 3.- The Bradford Club entrance 

The architecture of the Club is enhanced by fine interiors with superb 

decorative plaster work, cast iron and brass embellishments. Nikolaus 

Pevsner was particularly impressed by the attractive and unusual roof 
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structure in the Snooker Room which he recorded in his famous book, 

Buildings of England. 

The Club operated with 

diminishing fortunes until the 

mid sixties when trade hit a 

serious down turn. The 

Committee of the Union Club 

opened discussions with the 

Bradford Club in Bank Street. 

The Union Club was in a more 

desperate situation than the 

Bradford Club and in 1976, 

after three years of 

discussions, the Clubs agreed [' 

to amalgamate. From 1976 to — 

1977 it became the Bradford 

Union Club and then in 1977, 

when they moved back to their 

Piece Hall Yard premises, it 

became the Bradford Club 

(the third reincarnation). It 

was decided that the 

Bradford Club was the most appropriate name for Bradford's last remaining 

gentlemen's club. 

Figure 4: The Bradford Club until 1977, fotmely Bradford 

Liberal Club 187710 8955, 

The Bradford Club 1977-

The Club was extensively refurbished by John Brunton (incidentally the 

architects responsible for the Arndale Centre) in 1976 and has traded to this 

day. Although the wool trade is now greatly reduced, the Club still hosts 

functions of the Textile Society and the Bradford Wool Association. It is 

interesting to note that in 1965, nearly twenty years after the closure of the 

Wool Exchange, the Club was still serving in excess of 120 lunches and a 

further sixty sandwich lunches on Thursdays, one of the traditional trading 

days. Merchants, brokers and manufacturers were in the habit of coming into 
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Bradford on these days to trade and lunch. It was not until the late 1980s that 

these habits started to fade. 

The Bradford Club has been Bradford's only gentlemen's club since 

1977. With the demise of the wool trade the membership has become more 

weighted in favour of the professions. Ladies were first welcomed as 

members in 1985. There was very little debate about the change because 

most members had female business partners and it would have been difficult 

to defend a negative position. 

The fortunes of the Club progressed and many famous guests have 

been welcomed to functions at the Club including Prince Andrew, Michael 

Grade, Leon Britten, Lord Baker, Lord Howe and Bernard Ingham. The Club 

has been home to many of Bradford's oldest trade associations including the 

Wool Association, the Textile Society, the Bradford Society of Architects and 

Surveyors, the Insurance Institute, the Accountants Association and the 

Historical and Antiquarian Society. 

However the exodus of businesses away from Bradford, particularly to 

Leeds and to out-of-town sites, has made trading progressively more difficult 

since the mid 1990s. Times now seem as difficult as they once were for our 

predecessor clubs. However, with the very loyal support of the members and 

customers for Bradford in general and for the Club in particular, the 

Committee are cautiously optimistic for the future. It is hoped that the 

commencement of work on the Westfield site will herald a new era for 

Bradford. 

The history is well documented in the minute books of the various 

constituent clubs. These are all lodged with the West Yorkshire Archive 

Service. The records are a tough read but it is worth the effort when you find 

an occasional nugget, recorded by the Secretary, probably for our 

entertainment. One such entry reads: 'I think I may venture to assert that no 

Member of this Club would in his own house submit to having daily cold 

apple tart and cold rice & pears set before him, and I do not see any reason 

why the repeated remonstrances of a number of Members on this subject 

should be treated with silent contempt. I respectfully add that it is not right 

that the members are to suffer for the idleness of the cook'. 
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FOOTBALL AND WAR RECRUITMENT IN BRADFORD 1914 to 1915 

By Dave Wetbourne 

At the end of the 2013-2014 season, I set off with a group of Bradford City 

fans, led by Dave Pendleton, for the battlefields of World War 1. This would 

prove to be a moving and an educational experience as we visited the graves 

and memorials to thousands of soldiers, many of whom were from West 

Yorkshire. These brave men could never have imagined what they would 

experience, and the slaughter they would witness, when they enlisted. 

Amongst the fallen and wounded were players from the Bradford City and 

Park Avenue clubs.' 

At the start of World War 1 on 4 August, 1914, the British Army 

consisted of 247,432 regular troops. Around 120,000 were in the British 

Expeditionary Force. They were supported by the Territorial Army which Lord 

Kitchener, who was made Secretary of State for War on 5 August, regarded 

as untrained and useless. His priority was recruitment and he set about 

raising an extra 500,000 soldiers as the regular army was not equipped for a 

long war in Europe. Within days the famous Kitchener poster 'Your King and 

Your Country Need You' was seen all over the country. By the end of 

September, 750,000 men had been enlisted and initially there was a surge of 

enthusiasm to join the ranks However, it became obvious, especially after 

high casualty rates, that thousands more men would be needed if the 

Germans were to be defeated. It was Lord Derby who first suggested that 

groups of men from the same factory, office, football team etc. should form a 

'Pals Battalion'. 

Just up the road from Bradford City's Valley Parade ground, the 6th 

West Yorkshires based at the Belle Vue Barracks, were inundated with men 

wanting to join up This regiment in August 1914 consisted of four full time 

regular battalions, each with about 1000 men. The regulars were supported 

by four part time Territorial Battalions, the 5th at York, the 6th at Bradford, and 

the 7th and 8 at Leeds.' 



'(I 

Recruiting at Valley Parade Barracks (taken from The Bradford Pats by D. 

Raw) 

It was a sad reflection on the standard of health in Bradford that 20% of 

volunteers were turned down on health grounds. Ten years before the war, 

the condition of children was appalling, because many were living in sub-

standard housing in poverty, some suffering from malnutrition. This is why 

Bradford became the first authority to introduce school meals. It may have 

been a desire to escape from poor living and working conditions that 

encouraged some to volunteer. Others felt it was their patriotic duty to take 

'the King's shilling'. Many were persuaded to join up through recruitment 

campaigns, often with their pals'. Years ago I asked my granddad, Robert 

Welbourne from Burley-in-Wharfedale, why he had joined up. He enrolled with 

other 'pals' from Menston Asylum, where he worked, as they wanted to see 

action before it was all over. They had been told it would be 'a short war, or 

that 'it will be over by Christmas'. As he said, he had never been further than 

Scarborough in his life, so he joined the Leeds Rifles because here was the 

opportunity for adventure in a foreign land. 
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At the outbreak of war, professional football was criticised in some 

quarters for continuing with fixtures and competitions, but for the first eight 

months, football continued. This led to controversy about football's part in the 

recruitment process which went on into 1915. The Dean of Lincoln accused 

clubs of helping the enemy. He complained to the FA that whilst 'so many of 

their fellow men are giving themselves in their country's peril [thousands are] - 

- still gazing at football.'3 Some newspapers attacked the continuation of 

football when rugby had been suspended. They were critical of fit young men 

playing for pleasure and money when they could have been fighting for King 

and Country. This was not entirely fair. Football grounds were used for 

physical and military training, and for the storage of army supplies. For 

example, the 2e West Riding Battery, which was a Territorial Unit of the 

Royal Field Artillery, spent the first week of the war based at Valley Parade. 

By September, football clubs were appealing to their players and supporters 

to volunteer. The FA accepted the War Office request that football grounds 

should be placed at the disposal of the War Office on days when there was no 

match, for use as drill grounds. They were also encouraged to use well known 

public figures to address players and spectators on match days to urge 'men 

who are physically fit, and otherwise able, to enlist at once .,4 

In November 1914, the FA defended football's contribution to the war 

effort. It claimed football had provided around 100,000 recruits, more than any 

other sport. Professional players were undergoing military training during the 

week, and many grounds had erected miniature rifle ranges. The one at 

Tottenham was opened by Baden Powell. The Daily News on 4 October 

quoted him as saying that '- war was a man's game, full of honour and 

adventure for those with guts in them. The chance may not come again. 

Come on, my lads, and lend a hand. We can do our football when we have 

done the war.'5 

The historian A.J. Pollard wrote in The Times on 7 November that 

'football is an excellent thing, even in time of war. Armies and navies can only 

be maintained so long as the community fulfils its function of producing means 

for their support, and healthy recruits is essential for efficient production - - 

But there is no excuse for diverting from the front, thousands of athletes in 

order to feast the eyes of crowds of inactive spectators who are either unfit to 
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Bradford Pals football team (taken from The Bradford Pals by D. Raw) 

fight or else unfit to be fought for - -. Every club that employs a professional 

football player is bribing a needed recruit to refrain from enlistment, and every 

spectator who pays his gate money is contributing so much towards a 

German victory.' 

He was supported by other leading lights, including the Poet Laureate, 

Robert Bridges. Some members of the FA sympathised with this view and a 

meeting was held with the War Office. It resulted in the FA issuing an appeal 

to all players and spectators who were single men to come forward and join 

up. It was agreed to use Saturday afternoon league matches as a recruiting 

opportunity. Prominent people would make recruiting speeches at half time, 

accompanied by a military band. At the end of the game, recruits would march 

off to the nearest recruitment station, such as the Mechanics' Institute in 

Bradford. However, this did not always meet with success at first. The Times, 

for example, claimed that an Arsenal game only produced one recruit. At a 

Chelsea match, Col. Burn, the MP, addressed the 15,000 strong crowd. He 

urged volunteers by saying that 'I am a sportsman as well as a soldier. I 

believe in football. I believe in your games being carried on as usual - - I don't 

say come, I say Come for God's sake. You are wanted". I have given my son. 

He enlisted at the start of the war. He is now dead .'7 This emotional appeal 

seems to have put people off as it produced no recruits. At Nottingham Forest 

the reserve battalion of the Robin Hood Rifles marched around the ground at 
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half time to enthusiastic applause, but again it failed to recruit one single man. 

There was a suggestion in The Times, which was opposed to conscription, 

that football was distracting too many football supporters and causing them 

not to take the war seriously. A Conservative MP, Mr. Bridgeman, wanted 

railway companies to double their fares for football excursions, putting the 

extra money into a war fund. Another Conservative MP suggested introducing 

a tax on all spectators not in uniform. 

This criticism wasn't entirely fair. A number of clubs had positively 

encouraged recruitment. For example, West Bromwich Albion had formed a 

special company attached to the Fifth South Staffordshire Territorials. It was 

largely made up of supporters but did include eight players. London clubs 

offered to close their grounds if racecourses, golf links, music halls, theatres 

and picture houses also closed. It was estimated that out of 5,000 

professional footballers, 2,000 were already in the armed forces. It was 

claimed that by the end of 1914, half the nation's recruits had come forward 

through their local football recruiting programmes. The Athletic News argued 

that animosity towards football and clubs came from a 'small clique of virulent 

snobs'.8 Some newspapers like The Times even refused to print reports on 

football matches, and confined themselves to publishing the results.' Others, 

including the News of the World, continued. 

In 1914 football was the most popular sport, especially amongst 

working class males, and this is why it had a wide recruitment appeal. 

Employers used to claim that the attraction of football was a distraction which 

interfered with work. But now many saw it as an effective recruitment tool. 

There was, however, debate in Parliament over the failure of some shells not 

exploding in battle. It was claimed that this was because munitions workers 

were not concentrating on their work. As a result the FA decreed that no 

games were to be played in the vicinity of munitions factories during working 

hours. As a consequence, the second round FA Cup replay between Bradford 

City and Norwich City due to be played at Lincoln, was ordered to be played 

behind closed doors. Nevertheless, about a hundred City supporters found 

their way into the ground, and soldiers were admitted, making up the bulk of 

the crowd which was over 500.10 
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Propaganda, recruiting campaigns, patriotic fervour, falling 

attendances, club financial problems, and the problems of travelling on war 

time railways, all played a part in pushing football authorities into abandoning 

professional competitions at the end of the 1914-15 season. 'Virulent snobs' 

had attacked the idea of football's popularity amongst the working classes. 

But attitudes began to change especially when the First Battalion of the 18 

London Regiment at Laos launched the attack by kicking a football.' 1 There 

were many examples of footballs being kicked 

over the top. Though senior officers were often 

critical, it became obvious that football among the 

troops could serve a useful purpose. The British, 

French and German soldiers were supplied with 

thousands of footballs. It was also a cheap way of 

keeping prisoners of war happy and fit.'2 

In the early stages of the war there were 

complaints of recruitment delays because the War 

Office couldn't cope with the response. This was 

the case when Bradford tried to set up the 

Bradford Pals. The delay so infuriated the former 

Bradford City captain and England international, 

Evelyn Lintott, that on September 4" he joined the 

Leeds Pals. However, on September 15, the First 

Bradford Pals paraded for the first time at the 

Artillery Drill Hall near Valley Parade, and training 

began at the converted Manningham Lane skating rink. 

The First Bradford Pals became the 16th West Yorkshires and the 

Second Bradford Pals, formed in January 1915, became the West 

Yorkshires. Training largely consisted of running around Manningham Park, 

marching around the streets and digging trenches. Marches to outlying places 

such as Shipley and Bingley led by a military band were seen as an 

opportunity to recruit local men. Physical exercise also included playing 

football matches. The Pals had their own regimental team and borrowed shirts 

and shorts from the City and Avenue clubs Because they were short of 

uniforms and rifles, drill often took place in ordinary clothes with broom 

Evelyn Linton. 
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handles for rifles. One of the Pals was Joe Linford, a former City player who 

became a reporter on the Bradford Telegraph, and he sent in reports, which 

included stories of life on their training camp near Skipton. 

Drilling in Manningham Park (taken from The Bradford Pals by D. Raw) 

Professional footballers set an example to their fans by joining up in 

front of the crowd. In April 1915 it was announced that two of City's 

international players, outside right Dickie Bond and centre forward Harold 

Walden, had joined the Pals. There had always been strong ties between the 

Bradford City club and the West Yorkshire Regiment at Belle Vue Barracks. 

City's claret and amber strip was based on the colours of the regiment. 

Walden was 28 and had won a Gold Medal as a member of the Great 

Britain football team in the Stockholm Olympics in 1912. He had scored six of 

the seven goals in the defeat of Hungary. He was regarded as a first class 

instructor of drill and musketry. After the war he left City and joined Arsenal in 

1920. He later became a professional comedian in Leeds. Bond had been in 

the army before the war but had been bought out by his then club, Preston 

North End. He won several caps for England but missed the 1911 FA Cup 

Final because he had been banned for swearing at some Arsenal fans during 

a match. He was a larger than life character who was a sergeant in the Pals in 
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charge of a Lewis Gun at the Somme. He was captured by the Germans at 

the end of July 1916 and remained a prisoner of war until the end. Forty 

years after the war, the Telegraph and Argus described this legend as 'a 

firebrand outside right with the face of a cherub who can do more to disturb 

the peace and harmony of a football match than a gang of suffragettes .03 

Bond was a friend of another City recruit, Scottish international goalkeeper 

Jock Ewart. After the war, Bond and Ewart enjoyed many a good night out 

and were the life and soul of the party. It was said that their involvement in the 

Pals gave a massive boost to recruitment in Bradford. 

fickle Bond 

On 21 April 1915, the Second Pals had a recruiting parade before the 

First Division match between City and Avenue. At halftime both Walden and 

Bond put on their army great coats over their kit. 14 The crowd was lower for a 

derby game, 21,000, but it was on a Wednesday afternoon. Also crowds were 

declining at football matches generally as more supporters were joining up. 

Incidentally, Avenue won, 3-0. 

On 4 August 1915, there was a ceremony in Bradford to mark the 

anniversary of the Declaration of War. The First Pals marched to Valley 

Parade where they were given a beef sandwich and a drink. They then 

marched down Manningham Lane led by a band, and were cheered by 

crowds all the way to the Town Hall Square where a thirty minute ceremony 

was held. As the war took a grip in 1915, more players and supporters were 
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enlisting, and gates were falling further. Receipts for Saturday games had 

declined from the average of £735 in 1913-14 in the First Division to £414. 

Season ticket sales had fallen from £907 to £440. The League responded by 

cutting the wages of top players by 15% and lowest paid players by 5%. 

Visiting clubs had to be given 10% of match receipts. 15 

With attendances down by half, it was decided in July 1915, to 

abandon regular League and Cup competitions and replace them with 

regional league fixtures. Players would cease to be paid and no medals and 

trophies would be awarded. There would be no international matches, and 

games could only take place on Saturdays and holidays. 

The last Cup Final until after the war was held at Old Trafford in 1915 

between Sheffield United and Chelsea. It was a wet gloomy day, yet the 

match attracted a 50,000 crowd. It was called 'the Khaki Cup Final' because it 

was watched by thousands of men in uniforms, some of whom had been 

wounded at the Front. Sheffield United easily won, 3-0, and the United captain 

and left half, George Utley, was the most outstanding player. The trophy was 

presented by Lord Derby who said: 'You have played with one another and 

against one another for the Cup; play with one another for England now. 16 

Bradford City fans visiting war graves on the Som,ne. Photo: D. Welbourne, 
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By 1916 the arguments about recruitment became redundant because 

the Government introduced conscription The killing fields of the Western 

Front had witnessed the deaths of thousands of men in a war of attrition. 

Thousands more were needed to replace them. The story of the Bradford Pals 

Battalions is movingly told in detail by David Raw in his book Bradford Pals 

(2005), published by Pen and Sword Books. 

Recruitment resulted in the deaths of thousands of volunteers, football 

supporters and players. Two Avenue players, James Smith and Donald Bell 

who was the only professional footballer to be awarded the Victoria Cross, 

were killed. Nine current or former Bradford City players died in the conflict: 

Jimmy Spears, the captain and goal scorer in City's FA Cup Final victory in 

1911; Bob Torrance, man of the match in the final; England international 

Evelyn Lintott; Jimmy Conlin, City's first England international; centre half, 

James Comrie; defender Gerald Kirk; George Draycoft; Ernest Goodwin; and 

Harry Potter. 
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ISAAC HOLDEN'S WOOLCOMBERS IN FRANCE (1852-1911) 

By Denis McKee 

French scholars have extensively discussed the issue of British worker colonies 

in France, but no further than 1850.1 The role of British industrialists, engineers 

and labour in spreading technology and industrial skills has been widely 

discussed in the French industrialisation context. Would this suggest that the 

process ceased? Hardly. David Dickson, for instance, employed Scots in his 

flax and jute mills at Couderque-Branche, near Dunkirk. Between 1837 and 

1870, about 190 workers as well as foremen had settled in France with their 

families, until they all left .2 Similarly, in Norway, local industrialists, intent on 

modernising their textile industry between 1840 and 1870, had hired British 

workmen. British engineering firms signed up mechanics, supervisors and 

operatives for a limited period of time but with high wages. Thus, the Schou 

weaving company based in Hjula numbered thirty British employees, all married 

but only one third accompanied by their families. Kristine Burland concludes her 

research by inferring that British workers stayed on the Continent much later 

than in the early stages of industrialisation. There is nothing to suggest 'that 

there was no place for British workers in the second half of the nineteenth 

century'.' This assumption can be substantiated by shadowing the professional 

careers, the geographical mobility and the family lives of British workmen in 

France, employed by the Holden Company in Reims, until the late nineteenth 

century. By examining the way overseers and mechanics criss-crossed the 

Channel, it can be argued that patterns observed in the 1820s apparently 

persisted .4 Intersecting French industrial history and British social history, 

Holden represented a company, staffed by Britons, willing to take advantage of 

a promising market on the Continent, where it had to be located to generate 

sizeable profits: French worsted fabric was all wool, unlike mixed fibre worsted 

woven in England. 

Men and Machines, Central to Isaac Hotden's Industrial Strategy 

Isaac Holden (l807-1897), after having devised a new woolcombing machine, 

went into partnership with Samuel Cunliffe-Lister (1815-1906), the prominent 

Bradford woolcomber, to establish the Lister-Holden Company in 1848. An 
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inventor without funds and a spinner without any promise in Britain, he 

convinced Lister to set up a plant in Saint-Denis, North of Paris, and access the 

French market in 1849.6 This relocation policy was associated, in their minds, 

with a relentless policy of monopolising manufacturing patents. This issue 

proved controversial in France. As Louis Rebaud remarked: 'Hardly ever, in the 

same industry, did one see forty-five patents in the same hands, with the 

intention of making profit from most of them for no one's benefit' .7 

Lister championed his Donisthorpe-Lister combing machine against its 

main contender, the Heilmann machine. Consequently, he bought the rights on 

it to obstruct its use in Britain. Holden, on his side, managed in 1857 to acquire 

the rights in France on the identical machine from the Schlumberger Company 

for £35,000. Holden's wager was that his own Square Motion machine, secure 

under Patent law, would allow him to demonstrate its superiority, while 

simultaneously forcing competitors to acquire Heilmann machines on his own 

terms. Meanwhile, in Saint-Denis, while running the business, he started to 

comb wool on his new machine with promising results. British overseers and 

mechanics were recruited. While combing machines were shipped in separate 

components from Britain, employees were entrusted with keeping in-house 

secrets from any leakage to rivals. Dissensions between partners arose in 

1858: having more faith in his Donisthorpe-Lister machine, Lister was 

unimpressed with the potential of Holden's woolcombing machine. Lister, 

suddenly short of cash, had to sell his £74,000 share to Holden, ready, on his 

side, to buy it, thanks to increasing returns in Saint-Denis. Thereupon, in 1859, 

Holden established a company under French law, Isaac Ho/den et Fits, which 

enabled him, assisted by Angus (1833-1912) and Edward (1835-1913), to stage 

a breakthrough into the French market. Periodically incorporated, the Company, 

based in Croix in 1880, with business assets worth £260,000, was jointly owned 

by Isaac (37.5%), Angus and Edward (18.75% each) and a nephew, Isaac 

1-lolden-Crothers (1830-1908) with 25%. 

Reims and Croix, both near Roubaix, were chosen as the new 

manufacturing locations. The rationale was to be close to the key woollen textile 

production centres, to take advantage of the railway network and to benefit from 

lower costs than in Saint-Denis. 
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Chairman: How much did you pay for each square metre of land? 

Mr Holden: Two Francs in Roubaix and one Franc in Reims. But 

the main difference does not rest with land prices. If is in the 

building costs. I had sheds built like those in English factories: they 

cost me twice as much as they would have in England. 1° 

Having bought farmland around Reims, on July 22, 1852, Holden erected his 

plant at some distance from his competitors and appointed his nephew 

Jonathan Holden (1828-1906) as general manager with profit sharing. Jonathan 

had worked in Saint-Denis as a mechanic supervisor. Croix was also in the 

vicinity of Roubaix and Isaac Holden-Crothers managed the factory. 11 By the 

time the Reims plant was near completion, the Paris-Reims railway line opened 

to traffic in 1854. Holden owned three factories in France until 1860; then, after 

closing down the Saint-Denis unit, men and machinery were relocated to the 

two new plants. Holden then returned to England to press on with Research and 

Development. Between 1861 and 1864, in a disused mill, 'The Pennyoaks' in 

Bradford, he spent a fortune perfecting his machine .12 When the Alston factory 

near Bradford started to operate in 1864, Holden had become Europe's largest 

woolcomber. Oakworth House, his manor house, was built between 1864 and 

1874 at an estimated cost of £80,000. 

Meanwhile, in Reims, the Company's fortunes soared, as witnessed by 

the extension of shop floor space: over 118,403 square feet in 1868 and 

218,905 square feet in 1874.13 Located in a roughly rectangular block limited by 

Boulevard Carteret, Rue Houzeau-Muiron and Rue des Moissons, the factory, 

in its beginnings, laid on the outskirts of Reims to the southeast. 14 

Subsequently, as the town spread, the Company bought adjoining property, e.g. 

to store wool in warehouses so that new machinery could be fitted within the 

factory itself. Steam power increased from 40 HP in 1856 to 1,000+ HP in 

1880.15 The company could boast the two highest smokestacks in France at the 

time, respectively in Croix and Reims. 16 Very soon, Croix became the biggest 

unit in the firm, with, over the 1885-1889 period, 5,803 tonnes per annum 

compared with Reims' 5,443 tonnes of combed wool. 17 

Operating for local and other industrialists, on the basis of commission 

combing, a novelty in France, Holden revolutionized mechanical combing and 
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was instrumental in the growth of the worsted industry then experiencing a 

boom in Reims. He became the main employer in the city. 18 

Table 1. Changes in the labour force in Holden's woolcombing factory (Reims)1° 

Total 

Employees 

British 

Foremen** 

British 

Mechanics 

1856 2 2 

1858 350 

1860 246 

1861 16 10 

1864 725 

1866 16 10 

1871 14 9 

1874 1100 

1876 16 11 

1878 1300 

1881 16 11 

While the number of French employees increased regularly, British operatives' 

figures remained relatively stable overtime. The higher proportion of mechanics 

and supervisors in the early years can arguably be explained by the need to 

teach the complex tasks required from local workers: indeed, woolcombing 

involved eleven different phases before completion. Productivity increased 

remarkably: a worker produced 2.7 tonnes per annum in 1868, 3.6 tonnes in 

1878 and 4.7 tonnes in 1886.20 

Thirty foremen in Holden's employ were recorded in local civil-status 

records and census return S.2' Their order of appearance shows that six had 

previously worked in the Saint-Denis plant, the remainder coming from Britain. 

Two other foremen moved from Croix. Their stay was often extended, e.g. 

Jeremiah Baistow (1824-1907) worked in Saint-Denis in 1853, and then came 

to Reims in 1855 until his departure after 1876, by which time he had become a 

production manager. He spent the rest of his life in Bradford. 
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21 mechanics, identified in the same sources, followed a similar pattern. 

Three came from Saint-Denis while the others left England, with two arriving 

from Croix. Their role as machine setters was essential to the smooth running of 

the factory and its growth by fitting newly shipped Square Motion machines. 

The factory contains the mechanics' workshop, fitted with the best 

French and British tools, as efficient and cheap as possible, with 

which to repair skewed and broken parts on machinery, and where 

Mr Holden's constantly developed combina machines are 

especially assembled.m 

Holden's lead was also obvious in rationalised production methods. The 

woolcombing process was carried out in fourteen separate workshops, with six 

machines each. Turgan, a keen observer of French industry in the 1860s, 

marvelled at the care bought to transform raw Merino wool into beautifully 

combed wool thanks to the Square Motion machine.23 So successful was the 

plant, and so huge were the profits —'Between 1863 and 1880 over £ 1,000,000 

of gross profit was earned at the Reims plant alone .24 - that Holden had 

obliterated competition from local worsted manufacturers who discontinued 

woolcombing on their premises. 

This successful technological transfer was made possible thanks to 

highly qualified British labour. In order to safeguard industrial secrets, as long 

as the patent was not in the public domain, the hiring of trustworthy assistants 

was required .2' Generous wage policies - e.g. 46 shillings a week for a 

mechanic - and unflinching loyalty to the company went hand in hand to explain 

the length of time British employees stayed in France. Operatives' wives did not 

need to work. However, youngsters, preparing for a return to England, learned a 

trade.28 Family presence in Reims, as well as in Croix, could be considered a 

good policy to avert labour turnover and it laid the foundations of community 

building in a foreign land. 
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The Holden Colony Members in Reims, Originating from Yorkshire 

and Scotland 

The lack of Company records in France and an employer's name in Census 

registers might have made it difficult to decide whether or not British subjects 

employed in the Reims woollen industry happened to be on l-Iolden's pay roll. 

But Isaac Ho/den et Fils was the only British firm in Reims until 1880, when 

Jonathan Holden split with his uncle to establish a rival company. Therefore, the 

1881 Census was chosen as the last primary source for the study. In addition, 

employees' addresses, near the factory, meant that they lived in houses 

provided by the company. Civil-status records show that, as a rule, two British 

witnesses signed their names on marriage or birth registrations in the town hall, 

e.g. Samuel Lucas was asked thirty times to do so. Hardly any Frenchman did 

the same favour, save for Jonathan Holden's associates. Therefore, the British 

belonged to a self-contained community, except higher management for 

obvious business reasons. The local chronicler, Eugène Dupont (1859-1941), 

when referring to British residents in Reims, just mentioned Holden family 

members or employees.27 Consequently, building family trees became 

achievable by collating evidence from the website ancestry.com. Many recorded 

names and families were identifiable online. Nominative files with dates, places 

of birth, and addresses in Britain could be completed with data on lengths of 

time spent in France and children born there. Further information was gathered 

upon their return to the homeland. Migration flows shared many common 

features indicating a consistent pattern in Holdens hiring policy. 

67 British residents in Saint-Denis were identified as Holden employees 

living with their families in the 1851 census." Their ranks increased in Reims 

and in Croix, when newcomers crossed the Channel. The British community in 

Reims increased significantly from 70(1861), 104 (1866), 111(1871), to 123 

(1876), reaching its peak of 149 people in 1881. Holden employees accounted 

for 71.3% of the total number of British subjects living in Reims (209). 

Meanwhile, the British community in Croix included 20010300 persons .29 
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Table 2. Geographical origins of a sample of Holden employees in Reims 

Place of birth Number of cases Percentage 

Bradford 14 22% 

Up to 30 km from Bradford 27 42% 

Upto100km 10 16% 

Beyond l00km 13 20% 

Total 64 100% 

Not surprisingly, urban backgrounds, found in 42% of identified names 

(Bradford, Leeds, Halifax, Oldham, Blackburn and Paisley), testified to the 

massive rural to urban migrations in the century's first decades. According to 

Census returns, would-be expatriates were already qualified. In twenty cases, 

five were overseers; five, woolcombers; four, mechanics; and six were in the 

woollen industry. Among 28 identified addresses, 11 heads of the household 

happened to live in Manningham, where Lister operated his plant. John Fawell 

(1818-1868), James Sharp (1827-?) and John Whitaker (1851-1893) who later 

worked in Reims, were next-door neighbours (1, 3 and 4, Primrose Terrace, 

Manningham). The nine year-old Whitaker was a half-timer, his father being a 

twister. 

Jonathan Holden, a factory hand, lived with his father John (1791-1847), 

a woolcomber in Manningham in 1841, in the same house as John Fawell, a 

worsted weaver, married to his sister Maria (1818-1889), also an industrial 

worker. When Jonathan settled in France, he brought his married relatives 

along with him: Maria and John, his other sisters Margaret (1821-1889) and 

Samuel Cox (1825-?), Anne (1825-1891) and Jeremiah Baistow (1824-1907), 

his brothers Thomas Holden (1825-?) and Jane Croft (1830-1885), and George 

Holden (1836-1866) and Alice Watson. This nucleus played an essential part in 

the development of the Reims branch. Many other siblings helped to shape the 

British community into a very close-knit group. Besides Jonathan, thirteen 

fathers and their sons, four groups of two brothers, and one of three are 

identifiable. Ten families were matrimonially linked. Only three marriages 

involved French partners, two in which brides were Holden employees. 
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Among the 37 documented couples, 17 came with their young children. 

Others were newly wedded. For instance, Weather Fell (1830-1895) just 

married to Ann Colledge Swinn (1844-1925) in 1865, fathered six children in 

Reims between 1866 and 1883 (See appendix). Vital statistics from Reims must 

be measured against those in Croix. From 1054 to 1892, 135 births in Reims 

and 183 births in Croix were recorded. 

Table 3: Birth figures in British families living in Reims and Croix3° 

Annual Average Reims Croix Annual Average Reims Croix 

1854-1858 1.8 2.8 1874-1878 1.6 5.6 

1859-1863 4 4.4 1879-1883 2.8 5 

1864-1868 6 5.8 1884-1888 1.4 3 

1869-1873 4.2 9 1889-1892 2.5 2 

Similar trends affecting both sites cannot, by any account, be coincidental. 

Young British couples kept on coming during the growth period in Holden's 

business, births reaching a peak in the late 1860s and early 1870s. A slow drop 

ensued, except in Reims, between 1889 and 1892, when second generation 

expatriates founded families. The workforce was downsized. The reasons for 

this decline will be examined later. 

The British Colony in Reims: Bradford Style Paternalism Transplanted 

Housing policies initiated by industrialists helped to organise the urbanisation 

process in Reims, where accommodation was appalling. Jonathan Holden 

informed his uncle, in a letter dated 30 October 1860, that he belonged to a 

committee intending to erect a model worker housing estate, believing 'this 

might be a way to drawing workpeople, for houses are very scarce and 

unhealthy here'.31 But nothing more was heard of it. On account of more 

arrivals, the company did its best to lodge the workforce near the factory. Nine 

households lived Rue Jacquart in 1861, then nineteen in 1866 in the street 

renamed Ruinart. Later, the Cité Ho/den, as it became locally known, was built 

on the corner of Rue Houzeau-Muiron and Boulevard Carteret, with back 

gardens abutting the plant. Twenty households in 1876 and 25 in 1881 had their 
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lodgings there, out of a total of 35 families recorded in the Census. Nine 

families, totalling 36 persons, resided 22 Rue Houzeau-Muiron. 

1.. IA number of identical houses[...] were used, before the War, 

as a hamlet dependent on the woo/combing buildings. [...) This 

hamlets pleasant looking houses were set aside for the executive 

staff, mostly made up of British subjects. 32 

As families grew, many had to move. Samuel Lucas (1819-?) had six different 

addresses from 1856 to 1581. A widower in 1866, he married, aged 68, 

Charlotte Hemsley (1863-?) in 1883 and fathered four children. 

The works at Rheims are constructed on the same principle as 

those at Croix. (...) The same care is taken of the social and 

spiritual comfort of the workpeople. There is an English colony, an 

English school, and an English lecture and reading room; and a 

handsome Wesleyan chapel, erected by the firm, stands close to 

the works, and forms quite an architectural feature .33 

Thirty children in 1881 were between six and twelve years of age. Their 

schoolmistress was a company employee, viz Fanny Smith, aged thirty, lodging 

in Jonathan's house. At the same date, minister Joseph Gaskin conducted 

services in the chapel, erected in 1875, and presided over marriages. Eight 

British couples were registered in the local records between 1881 and 1908. 

John Crossley, a Yorkshiremari, employed by Isaac Ho/den and 

Julia Brown, from Marxton, Oxford-Buckingham County, daughter of 

a painter-decorator, 14 Rue Houzeau-Muiron. The British "cité, 

extending its cottages at the foot of the Potasse" smokestack!...) 

is having a party, as a pantagruelian feast in the adjoining reading 

room organised by Thomas Crossley and his foremen, Samuel 

Lucas, Joseph Hollings and Harry Bolton, concluded the marriage 

ceremony. 35 
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The reading room was also a playroom and hosted parties: at Christmas and 

Guy Fawkes' night, a bonfire was set alight in the yard.38 The inhabitants shared 

a laundry room. A company grocery store managed by a French staff was 

located on 78 Boulevard Carteret. 

Given the high food prices in Reims, Jonathan Holden had to address the 

food supply issue. A farm, belonging to the firm and locally known as /a ferme 

des Anglais, supplied its fresh produce to the workers' canteen, its expenditure 

amounting £3,600 in 1872.31 The industrialist purchased land in the Mitidja plain 

at Boufarik (Algeria) to grow oranges and produce wine for the staff, as well as 

olive oil for the needs of the factory. His eldest son, John Edward (1854-1891) 

managed the property until he died there. His grandson, Alfred Jonathan (1882-

1907), then took over. 

In much the same way as in Bradford, paternalism in the Holden 

Company also included the funding of a brass band and a paid holiday on 

August 15. 

Every year, on the Emperor's least day, they usually pay the staff a 

holiday on August 15, order a special train to go to the countryside 

and bring their workers along and provide them with a meal. 

A devotee of physical fitness, Isaac Holden founded the Bicycle Club Rémois in 

July 1880, during his last flying visit to France, when he finalised the business 

split with Jonathan. Its statutes were filed at the Prefecture the following year, 

and its governing board of nineteen members included five Holden 

employees.39 Hardly intended for the workers, the club organised day outings 

for its more affluent members. John Hodgson (1868-?) was secretary or acting 

chairman over a longtime. He was still working in the firm in 1911 when a 

smaller number (36) of his fellow countrymen still resided in Reims: three 

managers, five clerks, five mechanics and an engineer, being heads of 

households. In Croix, the 1906 Census listed 58 British subjects: five 

mechanics, three production executives and a chemist. Four managers and a 

schoolmistress completed the list. Generally, executive staff kept their posts in 

both places. The firm was shedding its British ethos and, with the second 

generation of managers, experienced the demise of paternalism, as was the 
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case in similar Bradford companies .41 Isaac Ho/den et Fits ultimately merged 

into the French industrial landscape. 

The Decline of the British Colony in Later Decades 

The British staff shrunk dramatically at Holden's from the 1880s onwards. The 

expiration of the Square Motion patent coincided with the growth of specialised 

woolcombing concerns in France. Several large establishments of the Nord 

region diversified their machinery. The Heilmann machine was upgraded. The 

Noble machine and the Jonathan Holden-Léon Harmel design (1880), which 

caused the split between uncle and nephew, spelt the end of the good times for 

the Holden Company.42 With its textile industries closing down, due to changes 

in demand, Reims fell behind. Increased competition in a period of economic 

crisis speeded up downsizing: between 1872 and 1911, Holden lost 30% of its 

workforce .4' As for Isaac himself, he devoted his last years to politics. 

Among British subjects returning home, sixteen heads of households 

were identified as residing in Bradford, and in particular, Manningham. William 

Lucas (1830-?) and William Rawling (1834-?) lived at 8 and 10 Bingley Street 

and held the same jobs, respectively as foreman and mechanic in 1891. 21 

other returnees faced different outcomes. Three foremen lived in retirement, - 

e.g. Samuel Lucas in Hunslet - while three others were still at work. On the 

other hand, John Hemsley (1836-1897), an ex-foreman, was a plain worker in 

Mariningham. Also a former overseer, Wesley Fawell (1849-1934) became a 

carding operator. Edwin Wilcock (1841-?), a mechanic, happened to be a 

woolsorter (Bowling). Seven others took new jobs. Henry Kilner (1842-?), an 

overseer, became in 1881 an insurance agent (Sutton, Surrey). By 1891, he 

had moved to Paddington. The same year, Henry Bolton (1841-?) was in a 

similar line of occupation in Oldham. Hugh Craig (1852-?), a mechanic, became 

a self-employed laundryman in 1901 (Bolton). John Whitely (1842-?), an 

overseer, emigrated to the United States in 1875, where he was  woolcomber 

in Westchester, New York in 1900, before becoming a bookkeeper in a building 

firm in 1910. Albert Cox (1860-?), an accountant for Holden, was self-employed 

in 1901 (Wolverhampton). John William Holden (1849-?), Jonathan's nephew, a 

clerk in France, was a commission agent in 1891 (Bramley). Among twelve 

families numbering 36 children, most of them followed in their parents' 
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footsteps: nineteen girls and two boys worked in the textile industry, four boys in 

the engineering and metal industries. Six managed to access the lower middle-

class: a candidate schoolteacher, a dressmaker, an accountant clerk, a 

stationery sales assistant, and a hairdresser's assistant. Elizabeth Saville 

(1872-?), a textile operative when she was eighteen, became a housekeeper in 

Bradford a decade later. Male workers often had to change jobs, as female 

labour was being increasingly hired in the worsted industries.w 

Little changed for those still in France. Thomas Crossley (1866-?) was an 

exception. Still living with his parents in 1881, he was then a mechanic. When 

his daughter Claire was born in 1890, he had become a dentist. Thomas 

Whitaker (1869-?), a foreman in 1892, was listed as an assistant manager in 

the 1911 Census. 

Further proof of the passing of paternalism can be found in the withering 

away of material evidence. The reading room became the kitchen for the 

workers' canteen. The chapel organ was sold in 1911 and transferred to Signy-

l'Abbaye. The Company mansion, close to the works, on the corner of Rue 

Houzeau-Muiron and Boulevard Cérès, where official receptions for prominent 

citizens were held and the band used to play, had become disused. Once sold, 

it became the printing shop of a local newspaper, La Courier de Ia Champagne. 

Similarly, the Château Holden in Croix was uninhabited, as shown in the 1906 

census.45 

Eventually, the British left few footprints in their host country. Jonathan 

Holden spent most of his professional life in France and built his fortune in 

Reims. He was created a chevalierof the Legion of Honour. After his death, his 

remains were brought back to England. Isaac I-Iolden's factory became known 

as Les vieux Anglaix, Jonathan's as Les nouveaux Anglais. During World War 

One, both were completely gutted by German shellfire. The company survived 

in Croix after 1918, while Jonathan's business fell into other hands. 

Isaac Holden's industrial epic turned out to be a noteworthy success. The 

biggest firm of its kind in its heyday, Isaac Holden at Fils was awarded several 

prizes at industrial exhibitions. 16.3% of the combed wool used in France came 

from his factories in 1877.46Technological transfer played a crucial part in 

modernising the French textile industry and Reims owed much of its prosperity 
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to a British firm. Holden's success must also to be ascribed to a consistent 

social engineering policy. After locating in Saint-Denis, he relied upon his 

employees to consolidate market shares in France. A voluntary emigration 

policy was initiated. Presumably, selection was defined on grounds of 

qualification, marital status, kinship, and Wesleyanism. The workforce 

remained, thanks to material benefits and high wages, and no one joined (es 

nouveaux Anglais. British type paternalism reinforced the spirit of togetherness 

among employees, withdrawn, except at work, from the local people, in a 

fashion somewhat reminiscent of overseas white colonial communities. Under a 

new management, there was little reason for expatriates, other than executives, 

to stay in France. Very indirect sources have somehow enabled to sketch some 

careers and the life of a culturally distinctive group abroad. Interactions between 

technology, industrialisation and business strategies generated social side 

effects, often complex to uncover in more detail. In any case, despite 

geographical mobility, the qualified working class members did not see much 

improvement in their social status, which can hardly be considered as a 

surprise. 
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Appendix: Weather Fell (1830-1895): a Family Profile. 

The Fell Couple Their Addresses The Family 

England Wheather Fell: born 
1830, Manningham. 
Ann Colledge Swinn: 
born 1844, Hull. 
Marriage: Oct. 9, 1865, 
St James, Holy Trinity 
parish, Hull. 

France Contremaifre de 
peignage (wool 
combing overlooker) 

1866-1876: 13 Rue 
de Cernay, Reims. 

Ann Caroline (1866-
1939) 
John Henry (1868 -) 
Ellen (1870-) 

England Machine wool combing 
overlooker 

1871:21 Primrose 
Street, 
Manningham. 

France Contremaîfre de 
peignage 

1876-1886: 
80 Boulevard 
Carteret, Reims. 

Frederick William 
(1872- ) 
Ada (1878-) 
Alfred Henry (1883-

England Retired worsted 
overlooker 

1901: Ann, widow 
Died in 1925. 

1891:32 Priestman 
Street, 
Manningham. 

Same address 

Ann Caroline: Wool 
top weigher. 
Ellen: Cloth weaver 
worsted. 
Frederick: machine 
maker's apprentice. 
Ada and Alfred 
Henry: scholars. 

Ellen: woollen 
weaver. 
Ada: burler and 
mender. 
Alfred Henry: 
stationer's assistant. 
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31 Quoted in W.O. HENDERSON, Britain and Industrial Europe (...), footnote 47, p.89 

32 E. DUPONT, La vie rémoise (...), events in 1984. (My translation) 

33 J. HOOD (ed.), Fortunes (...), p41. 
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30 Leger from the Police Commissioner to the Sub-Prefect, doted 3 August 1864, AD. Marne, 
184 M 9. (My translation) 
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252 
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A note on the author 

In the course of completing a biographical dictionary of industrialists in the 

Champagne area, Denis McKee was asked to work on the textile industries in 

the mid-nineteenth century. Isaac Holden et fi(s was instrumental in the 

development of the Reims worsted industry and, in the course of his research, 

Denis was drawn into finding more about the British workforce residing in Reims 

and working for the company. Still the largest employer in Reims by 1914. 

Holden had, by that time, shed its British identity, save for the management. 

Learning more about the presence of a community which contributed a great 

deal in shaping the textile industry in Northern France, Denis was able to 

address a neglected area in labour migration history during the First Industrial 

Revolution. His current interests include studying industrial heritage in the 

Champagne region, E-mail: denis.mckeewanadoo.fr 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Aesthetics of Utopia. Saltaire, Akroydon and Bedford Park by Sheila 
Binns (Spite Books, 2013) 96pp. ISBN: 978-1904965459. £12.95. 

The immediate reaction on handling this book is a desire to explore the 

contents. It invites attention. It is beautifully presented and is complete with a 

great number of fine illustrations, 87 of them. The theme is an investigation 
into architectural decoration in three nineteenth-century communities. The 

author sticks to this brief very closely and helps bring the accounts alive with 

social and industrial history. 
Most of our readers will be well acquainted with Saltaire and Akroydon but 

are less likely to know Bedford Park, London, which seems a strange 

inclusion. The writer makes clear the distinction between the motives of the 

great industrialists with a social conscience and an eye for making their 

businesses even more successful, and the novelty of the great speculative 

building project by Jonathan Carr to satisfy the desires of the growing middle 

class. The uniting factor is the importance placed on design in all three 

projects. The names of the principal architects, Lockwood and Mawson, 

George Gilbert Scott, and Richard Norman Shaw are well known. 

There are copious notes and a comprehensive bibliography. No price is 

marked on the book; the figure quoted is that charged in the Salts Mill 

bookshop. John F. Hansen 

Murder by Gaslight in Victorian Bradford, by Mark Davis (Amberley 

Publishing, 2013) 

96pp. ISBN 978-1-4456-2281-1 (print); 978-1-4456-2295-8 (e-book) £14.99 

The unsuspecting reader is forewarned by author Mark Davis in the 

introduction that this is 'not a nice bedtime book', indeed that 'this book is full 

of despair'. Reporting the circumstances of eight Bradford murders in 
extensive detail, grim and grisly histories are rather to be expected, but the 

facts speak for themselves: five husbands murdering wives, three parents 

killing children, four suicides (or cases of fe/ode se, as Davis prefers), three 
double murders and one execution! 

Taken from the meticulous nineteenth century reporting of local 
newspapers like the Bradford Observer, Davis presents the heinous criminal 

acts and resulting police investigations of eight brutal murders in Victorian 

Bradford, Only one case - that of Margaret Sutton, who killed her two 

children and then took her own life in 1860— has been covered previously in 

other books on Bradford murders, which adds to the reader's interest. 

Francis William Neale murdered his wife, who was 'addicted to habits of 
intemperance' or 'drunk everyday', according to witnesses. Thomas Bentley, 

another murder/suicide combination, was a prime example of 'persons whose 
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lives have turned gloomy and sour for want of healthy living, or through 

brooding suspicion', as the Bradford Daily Telegraph lamented. Seventeen 

year old Rose Penistan and George F. Schelter died in suspicious 

circumstances at the Bradford Midland Hotel in 1894 (not 1897, as the 

chapter header states). They were both found at the bottom of the lift shaft, 

killed by the dinner hoist'; the discovery of which 'created some 

consternation among the members of staff and the residents'. The 'murder 

weapon' still exists at the hotel, but the mystery over the deaths was never 

solved. 

Murder by Gaslight is packed full of intriguing - and disturbing - true life 

crimes from the local area. The local press covered the cases in gratuitous 

detail, which Mark Davis recounts for the modern reader, illustrated with 

contemporary sketches and photographs of modern day Bradford. Other 

'murder books' have managed to include more chapters by cutting down on 

detail, but Davis builds a more thorough picture of the lives and deaths 

involved by quoting the newspaper accounts at length. Sarah Powell 

Voices from the Asylum: West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum. By Mark Davis 

and Marina Kidd (Amberley Publishing, 2013) 96pp. ISBN: 978-1-4456-2173-

9. £14.99 

We were the unknown, the nothing, the nameless 

We were the discarded 

We were the unfortunate, the awkward, the taboo of our time 

We were the mentally retarded, the social undesirables 

(Extract from a poem by David J. Lynch, 2013) 

Just occasionally, one book stands out from the rest. This is one such. It is a 

book about 37 hitherto forgotten people, paupers judged to be insane who 

were admitted to the former West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum at Menston 

and whose unclaimed bodies were buried in its graveyard in Buckle Lane. 

The book is memorable, not just because of the subject matter, of the 

existence of such Victorian institutions, and the scant recognition these 

unfortunate people received, but because of the faces staring out at you from 

high-quality page-sized photographs: the faces of Emma Appleyard, Thomas 

Edmondson, Hilda Butler, Jonas Pearson and the other unfortunates. 'All the 

men, women and children buried in unmarked graves at Buckle Lane .,. died 

alone, without anyone to mourn their passing or collect their mortal remains.' 

(p.11) 

The asylum, which opened in 1888, became Menston Mental Hospital 

in the 1920s and High Royds Psychiatric Hospital in 1963. It closed in 2003 

having treated almost three thousand patients. In 2008 the Friends of High 

Royds Memorial Gardens was formed to restore the derelict former asylum 

cemetery and mortuary chapel. What the authors have done in this book is to 
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go further, to research the case records of known inmates who were buried 

here, augmented these with other records such as doctors reports, clinical 

records, newspaper reports and Ancestry Online. The information about each 
person is presented in a standard format alongside their photograph, each 

inmate being given a generous double page spread, some a little more. Thus 

are the forgotten dead are brought back to life. The text gives the basic 

information about each person, their age on admission, previous history, 

mental condition, known relatives, where from, behaviour and prognosis. 
There follows a more informal commentary giving further information 

including date of death and the location of their burial in the graveyard. 

Thus 43-years old labourer Michael King was admitted in 1889 and 
transferred from the Bradford Union Workhouse Infirmary. He was noted as 

being dangerous to others, 'quite insane and maniacal ... Raves and 

gesticulates, is full of delusions ... says he is a disciple of the Lord and is 

cousin to Jack the Ripper. Surly and uncommunicative, garrulous and 

irrational. Has to be strictly watched'. Michael was to spend eleven years at 

Menston, escaping once, before dying in 1900 from necrosis of the tibia. 

Ethel Wilson was only six when admitted, initially described as 'an idiot' and 

'will attack anyone that is near her. Bites and scratches.' She died at 

Marston twenty years later. 

There is a brief Introduction, a chapter on Care and Treatment, and 

another on the present status of the burial ground, now a Memorial Garden, 

with a restored chapel which can be visited. In one or two places there is 

further text, such as the newspaper account of the escape and recapture of 

James Knott and three other inmates, some letters, and David Lynch's poem. 

The supporting text is succinct, leaving the individual accounts to speak for 

themselves. The book is touch pricey for 96 pages, but given the quality of 

the illustrations, the smart presentation, and its stark appeal, not 

unreasonable. And importantly, 'Proceeds from this book are going to High 

Royds Memorial Garden.' A memorable read and a worthy cause. 

The poem noted at the start of this review has the line: We laid here in 

the soil and meant absolutely nothing to you. Now, thanks to Mark Davis and 

Marina Kidd, the Friends of High Royds Memorial Garden, West Yorkshire 

Archives Service, and Amberley Publishing, we can quote the apt ending: 

And so to you, the friends we never knew, Thank you. Bob Duckett 

West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum Through Time by Mark Davis. 

Amberley Publishing, 2013. 96pp. £14.99. ISBN 978-1-4456-2281-1 

Wynn's Act - or the County Asylum Act - of 1808 permitted local magistrates 

to 'build and regulate rate-supported asylums in each county for the insane 

poor. An 1845 revision of the Act made such provision compulsory. In the 

West Riding of Yorkshire, Wakefield Asylum, now the site of Pinderfields 



Hospital, was one of the first such institutions built in 1818, followed by Mount 

Pleasant in Sheffield in the 1860s and High Royds, Menston, in the 1880s. 

In this colourful photographic survey, Mark Davis charts the development 

of mental asylums in the local area, from Botham Park and The Retreat, both 

early nineteenth century hospitals in York, to more typical Victorian 

establishments like those in Wakefield, Huddersfield, Sheffield and Menston. 

Illustrations of buildings, staff and patient records bring the history of lunatic 

asylums for the poor to life in vivid detail. 

Asylums were often the hospital equivalent of the workhouse, taking many 

patients from the class of 'undeserving poor' who were at the mercy of the 

Poor Law Union. The buildings themselves were well designed and 

substantially built edifices. They may have looked grim to the inmates but 

they were also elaborate monuments to Victorian moral (and architectural) 

standards. High Royds, or the West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum, is a 

prime example. Built on land previously owned by a descendant of Guy 

Fawkes, the Menston asylum incorporated a clock tower, stained glass 

windows, a beautifully tiled central corridor and its own railway. When the 

hospital closed in 2003, the building was developed into housing, retaining 

the original decoration where possible. In contrast, most of Wakefield Asylum 

was demolished and Pinderfields Hospital built in its place - only one or two 

of the original buildings survive. 

Mark Davis has put together an enticing introduction, not only to the 

local history of asylums in the region, but also the changing attitudes to 

mental health care in general. Sarah Powell 

At Home with the Brontës: The History of the Haworth Parsonage and its 

Occupants by Ann Dinsdale (Amberley Publishing, 2013)96 pp. ISBN: 978-

1-4456-0855-6. £14.99. 

The main title of this book, At Home with the Brontës, is  touch misleading. 

While it does indeed feature a substantial chapter on the Parsonage during 

the Brontë years (1820-61), it also features ten other families who lived there. 

We can be 'At Home' with them, too! The sub-title, though, is accurate. 

Before the Parsonage became the family home of the Brontës it was home to 

the leading evangelical, the Reverend John Richardson from 1778 to 1791. It 

was then home to the Reverend James Charnock and his family until 1819. 
After the Reverend Brontë came four more clergymen: John Wade (1861-

98), Thomas Story (1898-1919), George Edson (1919-25) and John Hirst 

(1925-8). 

In 1928, the Brontë Society, with financial aid from local industrialist Sir 

James Roberts, bought the Parsonage, building a new rectory for the 

displaced ministers. Thereafter the Parsonage was home to a succession of 

curators and their families: Harold Mitchell (1928-61), Geoffrey Beard (1961-
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2), Joanna Hutton (1962-8) and Norman Raistrick (1968-81). Thereafter the 

custodian's flat was converted to office space and space for meetings of the 

Brontë Society Council. No longer was it anybody's 'home'. Accounts of all 

these families are given, with rather more detail as we come up to dale as 
surviving family members were able to help, though author Dinsdale has 

done good research on the more elusive incumbents. It is the Parsonage 

itself, however, which is the major personality of this book. 

Over the course of its 236-year history, the Parsonage building has 

undergone many changes. These are usefully itemized in a prefatory 
chronology where we note that in 1850 the dining-room and Charlotte's 

bedroom were enlarged; that in 1854 the rear store room was converted into 

a study; in 1861 the massive renovation of the 'rotten old House' (quote by 

Charles Hale) when the Reverend Wade moved in; the addition of the 'Wade 

Wing' in 1878; the demolition of the old peat house in 1936; the addition of an 

extension to the rear of the Parsonage in 1957-61 to provide accommodation 

for the custodian; and the removal and replacement of the roof in 1976 (an 

earlier replacement took place in 1850). Internal redecoration is a constant 

theme, while the floor levels have been raised from time to time. Evidence is 
provided by Mrs Gaskell, Ellen Nussey, Mrs Chadwick, Charlotte and Patrick 

Brontë, and others, from letters and accounts, plus other archival evidence 

and writings. The chronology ends with the study of the decorative features 

by Crick Smith University of Lincoln. In 2013, 'All the rooms of the original 

Parsonage are redecorated to more closely resemble their appearance in the 

Brontë period.' (The 1850s Brontë period to be precise.) 

The chapters following this chronology feature these changes in 

greater detail in the course of recounting the occupation of the building by its 

various residents. As noted earlier, the long Brontë occupancy is given 

special attention, with details of the domestic arrangements, structural 

alterations, and changes in decoration. The walls were 'not papered but 

stained in a pretty dove coloured tint' wrote Ellen Nussey in 1833, while in 

1854 Charlotte wrote: 'The green and white curtains are up - they exactly 

suit the papering.' There is a name index and a list of sources and further 

reading. The book is well-structured, well-illustrated, and well-written. It is a 
valuable account of an iconic building. The author is to be congratulated on 

her enterprise and the publisher for an excellent production. 

Bob Duckett 

The Bradford Jewish Heritage Trail by Nigel Grizzard and Benjamin Dunn. 

Bradford: Making Their Mark (www.bradfordjewish.org.uk). 34pp. £5.00. 

This attractive booklet has its origin in the tours of Jewish Bradford which 

have been running on and off since the early 1980s when Nigel Grizzard 

researched and published a booklet on Bradford's Jewish past entitled Follow 
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Bradford's Jewish Heritage Trail. In 2011 the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded 

'Making Their Mark' project, based at the Bradford Synagogue, a grant to 

further the research into the Jews in Bradford and preserve this diverse and 

fascinating heritage. This booklet gives an insight into the legacy left behind 
from the time when Jewish merchants came to Bradford and helped in the 

building of the city. 

Several brief chapters give us an overview of the history of the Jews in 

Bradford from their involvement in the Woollen Industry resulting in 

warehouses of Little Germany and other monuments. After notes on the 

Orthodox and Reform communities and the Schiller-Verein, the authors turn 

to civic life, noting the Jewish Mayors and Lord Mayors (Charles Semon, 

Jacob Moser, David Black, Olive Messer), benefactors and philanthropists 

(Jacob Unna, Sir Jacob Behrens, Charles Semon, Jacob Moser), the arts 

(William Rothenstein, Albert Rutherston, Humbert Wolf), sportsmen, Jewish 

refugee doctors and Jewish mill owners. 

The core of the booklet is the 'Bradford Jewish Trail', whose 21 Jewish city 

sites include the Bradford Reform Synagogue and its earliest site, the former 

Orthodox Synagogue, the Drummond Mill complex, the warehouses of 

Charles Semon and Jacob Behrens, not forgetting The Wool Exchange. 

Jacob Unn's house, Rabbi Strauss's first lodging, Florence Moser's 'The 

Nest' Nursery, the sites of Fanny Fienbugh's tailor's shop and Jacob 

Behrens' first lodgings, a kosher butcher's shop, the former Arensberg's 

jewellers, ciger merchants lgnatz Rosenthal, Moser & Edelstein 

headquarters, Houghton Place and the Schiller-Verein. Bradford City Hall, 

the old building of Bradford College, and St Georges Hall also feature on this 

Jewish trail. Noted, but off the trail are Shipley's Orthodox Synagogue, the 

merchants' villas, and Jewish cemeteries Scholemoor, Birks Fold and 

Necropolis Road. Finally there is a Bradford Jewish Timeline. 

This superb little booklet is richly illustrated and well produced. A useful and 

informative guide to a frequently neglected aspect of Bradford Bob Duckett 

The Story of Bradford by Alan Hall (The History Press, 2013) 

224 pp. ISBN: 978-0-7524-9977-2. £18.99 

It was a pleasure to review - and read from cover to cover - this new history 

of Bradford. A new history has been needed for some time and Alan Hall's 

achievement here is impressive. The book is a substantial work of 224 

pages, full of information, with 124 illustrations and written in a non-technical 

style. 

The progression from 'Early Times' to 'Where Next?' is 

straightforward. Starting from the Angles and Scandinavians, we canter 

through the Norman Conquest, feudal Bradford, the Middle Ages and Tudor 

Bradford; all in the first chapter! Chapter Two covers the Civil War and its 

aftermath. By Chapter Three we are already in the Eighteenth Century where 
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we see the rise of local industries assisted by improved communications and 

men of vision such as Hustler, Peckover, and other Quakers and non-

conformists. The growth of population and the widening powers of the Vestry 
(local government) are featured and developed further in the next chapter 

titled 'Industrialism and Expansion'. The 'Steam-powered revolution' also saw 

social unrest and squalor, despite the best efforts of men such as Richard 
Oastler and John Wood, the Improvement Commissioners, and Incorporation 

of the town. Chapter Five looks at the contributions of the Irish immigrants 

and the German merchants. We then look at 'the Victorian Age when 'boom 

town Bradford comes of Age', with improved law and order, improved public 

health, water supply and waste disposal, new public buildings, parks, 

hospitals, workhouses, cemeteries, improved trade and the award of City 

status There follows an account of the textile barons such as S. C. Lister and 

Titus Salt, the Liberal dissenters, and other aspects of 'paternalism and 

succession'. 

The mix of industrial expansion and aggressive entrepreneurism 

resulted in the strikes of 1825 and later at the Manningham Mills, and also 

the creation of the Independent Labour Party. The chapter on 'Bradford and 

the First World War is particularly well done, with good detail on the 

campaigns of the Bradford Pals, the fate of the Germans in Bradford, and the 

war industries. Then comes 'The Start of a Long Decline?' Despite improved 

housing resulting from the 1924 Housing Act there was a depressed 

economy, unemployment, and World War Two with its air raids and refugees. 

There are separate chapters on 'Pioneers and Reformers' such as W. 

E. Forster, Margaret McMillan, Frederick Jowett, Anthony Gadie (housing 

and water supply) and Friedrich Eurich (anthrax), and one on 'Artists, Writers 

and Scientists' where a generous number of the Bradford Great and the 

Good are featured; the Brontës, Joseph Wright, J. B. Priestley, Fred Hoyle, 

Edward Appleton, David Hockney and John Braine. Ray Honeyford and P. C. 

Sharon Beshenivsky are two others mentioned, and from the 'dark side', the 

Yorkshire Ripper, Black Panther, Crossbow Cannibal and the Topenders and 

the Bottomenders of Keighley's turf wars. Bad also were the Valley Parade 

fire (1985), the burning of the Satanic Verses (1989), the Manningham 

disturbances (1995) and the riots of 2001. More positive are events in the 

chapter 'Towards a Multi-Ethnic City' which features recent immigration, the 

city's reconstruction, new industries and the extension of Bradford's 

boundaries in 1974. And then, 'What Next?' 

A welcome feature of the book is the large number of well-chosen and 

well-reproduced illustrations: 46 are historical (all bar three provided by 

Bradford's Local History Library) and 79 present-day scenes. A serious 

omission, though, is the tack of an index. Frequently I wanted to look up an 

event or person, but had to surf the text instead. The 42-item bibliography is 

good, though I was not the author of 'The German Immigrants: their influence 

in 19 century Bradford': Jacquey Mackenzie was, It the bibliography was 
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intended to document sources used, then I'm sure some are missing, but if it 
was to be a 'Suggested Reading' list, then some annotation was needed. I 

would like to have followed up the some of the statistical material quoted. 

The author had a commendable aim: '... as the book is essentially for the 

general reader it is not cluttered with in-depth notes and detailed references 

to sources, such as might appear in a more specialist work aimed at the 

professional historian'. (p. 5) However, I think the balance is wrong here. 

References in the text by superscript numbers are unobtrusive, as are end-

of-chapter or end-of-book list of sources. Yes, I want both a list of sources 

and recommendations for further reading! 

But have no doubts, this is an excellent history, well-told, and surely 

destined to be the standard history for a decade or two to come. All proceeds 

from the book's sale will go to the Bradford Civic Society, of which the author 

is Chair. Bob Duckett 

'Never had a better'., 1000 Years of Yorkshire Family History in the Making of 

Allan G. Heaton by Andrew R. Heaton. Fryup Press, 2013 (Bracken Hill, 

Gaisdale, Whitby, North Yorkshire. www.annbowes.co.uk). 162 pp. ISBN: 

978-0-9571792-5-7. £12.95. 

This book traces the lineage of Allan G. Heaton, 'respected sheepdog trial 

enthusiast and Yorkshire farmer back one thousand years. In the words of 

the cover blurb, the story 'uncovers the people, places and historical events 

that made him who he was. From early Viking origins to settling down in 

Bronfri country, the story explores how the family fortunes fluctuated from the 

heights of influence as medieval knights to the depths of life in the 

workhouse.' Our interest in this book is threefold. Firstly, the Heaton family of 

Ponden Hall near Stanbury features in the Brontë story . Amongst many other 

local establishment positions, the Heatons were Trustees of the Church 

Lands in Haworth and therefore had a strong influence on the position of the 

Perpetual Curate, the Reverend Patrick Brontë, as well as the respective 

families knowing each other. Ponden House is popularly regarded as the 

model of the Linton's home, Thrushcroft Grange, of Emily Brontë's novel 

Wuthe ring Heights. Indeed, there are close parallels between the plot and 

themes of the novel and events in the history of the Ponden Heaton story. 

One Wilfred de Heton, born about 1490, owned land at Ponden. There is, 

though, little here that is new, although the full text of the 1560 indenture 

which established the right of local landowners to use their 'discretion' in the 

appointment of the minister, is usefully given. (A fuller version of the Ponden 

Heatons is to be found in William Shack!eton's unpublished memoir Four 
Hundred Years of a West Yorkshire Moorland Family, in the Bradford Office 

of the West Yorkshire Archives Service.) 

Our second point of interest is that the Heatons were strong in the 
Haworth area. This is evidenced by there being 150 graves with the surname 
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'Heaton' in the Parish churchyard. Thus there will be many people with local 

roots who may find information of value here to their own family history. 

Our third point of interest is in the various sources used by the author in 

his research and how well he has presented his work. The nineteenth and 
twentieth century details seems right, but going back beyond the comparative 

safety of civil registration and census records we get a range of sources of 

mixed reliability. There is clearly a heavy use of internet search engines and 

genealogical databases, which do not always give confidence. There is also 

a large amount of miscellaneous information ranging from the Vikings to Lady 

Diana Spencer, whose common thread (or search term) is the Heaton name. 

The work has an index and a list of sources, but no list of references. 

Bob Ducked 

Trouble at t'M,ll: the 1626 Yorkshire Weavers' Riots by George Ingle 

(Royd Press (Hebden Bridge), 2013)132 pp. ISBN 978-1-907197-11-6. 

£6.gg 

In 1826, the Yorkshire textile industry was nearly at a standstill, workers were 

laid off and large numbers of people were starving. Following the example of 

the Lancashire hand-loom weavers, many of the unemployed workers and 

their sympathizers descended on local mills intent of smashing the newly 

installed power looms which they perceived to be the source of their ills. The 

region was in turmoil: mill owners hurriedly secured their mills from attack; 

special constables were recruited; units of the Yorkshire Hussars moved into 
the area to protect property; and local clergy and other civic leaders wrote 

letters to the Home Secretary, Sir Robert Peel, appealing for funds to 

alleviate starvation. By and large these measures were successful although 

looms were smashed at High Mill, Gargrave. Low Mill at Addingham and 

North Wing Mill in Bradford were also attacked, and although successfully 

defended, there were casualties and arrests. 

The momentous events of these few days are meticulously chronicled in 

this excellently researched and well-written book by local historian George 

Ingle. Author of Yorkshire Cotton (1997), Marriners' Yarns: The Story of the 

Keighley Knitting Wool Spinners (2004) and Yorkshire Dales Textile Mills 

(2009), George's sources include local newspapers, Home Office 

documents, trade directories, and even The Bradford Antiquary! An unusual 

feature of the book is illustrations by students of Ilkley Grammar School, 

which augment the inevitably sparse photographic record. In fact, the book is 

so clearly written and free of jargon that it will appeal to both students of local 

history and the general public who lack knowledge of textile technology and 
contemporary local administration. 

After describing life in the 1820s and of the social situation generally, 

attention is given to the trade depression and the introduction of cost-saving 

mechanisation in the mills, and the impact this had on the role of the hand-
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loom weavers. A vivid account is given of the despair and anger of the 
starving workers, after which the events of the Yorkshire riots of 1826 are 

recorded day by day, mill by featured mill, and other significant places such 

as Otley, Leeds and Bradford. We learn much about the people involved who 

included the mill-owning Horsfalls and the Garnetts; the magistrates Colonel 

Tempest, Rev. Lamplugh Hirst and Ellis Cunliffe Lister; local clergy such as 

the Rev. Henry Heap; the role of Henry Inglis, editor of the Bradford & 

Huddersfield Courier, the local military officers and of many of the mill 

workers, rioters and witnesses, including James Bairstoe, who was shot and 
killed. We also learn about appeals to the local authorities, readings the Riot 

Act, recruiting Special Constables, the York Assizes and appeals to the 

Hundreds for compensation. The texts of the many letters sent to the Home 

Secretary are given and the subsequent results by way of grants, and how 

they were distributed. 

This is a delightful little book, well produced and informative. Bob Duckett 

Riches of the Earth: Over and Under the South Pennine Moors. Edited 

Minerva Heritage Ltd. Published by Pennine Prospects/ Watershed 

Landscapes. 60pp. ISBN: 978-0-9574342-3-3. £5.00 

'The aim of the Riches of the Earth project was to investigate three areas - 

Baildon, Oxenhope and Todmorden Moors - to uncover the secrets of the 

extraction industries and stories of what went on beneath our feet. Three 

survey teams recorded what survives and researched available written 

documents and oral history evidence. By drawing evidence together, we may 

begin to understand these important industries and the legacy they have left 

behind'. (p.2) The Introduction presents the three volunteer survey teams and 

the nature of the landscape they had to deal with. The chapter headed 'A 

Lesson in Stone' tells us in non-technical terms about the Carboniferous 

times, fossils, the Pennine anticline and the sandstones, siltstones and how 

the mudstones, coal, fireclay and garrister that resulted got there. We are 

then told briefly about the techniques of extracting these 'riches of the earth' 

in the South Pennines - the delphs and bell-pits - and the communities who 

did the extraction, including entrepreneurs and child labour. 

Each of the three surveys is then treated in detail. Coal is the focus of the 

chapter on Baildon Moor; stone extraction from quarries the locus of Nab Hilt 

on Oxenhope Moor; clay as well as stone and coal were extracted on 

Todmorden Moor. After the Surveys come the Heritage Trails which 

introduce the visitor to significant remains still to be seen, followed by 

sources of Further Information. 

This is an outstanding production. The many illustrations, which include 

maps, plans and diagrams, photographs (mostly coloured but some black 

and white), charts, census returns, aerial photographs, portraits, and a 

coloured section through Baildon Moor showing the coal measures, are all 
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well organised and of excellent quality. This is local history of the highest 

order, from blowing dust off archives and talking to veteran workers, field 

work, making new discoveries, to a drawing of what the 'lost' village of 

Moorside would have looked like. Using a model aeroplane able to take 

aerial photographs using a digital camera which also records the GPS 

position was sheer genius! 
This is a wonderful book: well designed and executed, delightfully 

unacademic, yet presenting quality information easily absorbed. 

Congratulations to the production team and, of course, all the survey team 

members. Bob Duckett 

Manningham: People through the mill past and present by Peter Nias and 

Mollie Somerville 

(Manningham Mills Community Association, 2013) 121 pp. ISBN: 0-9520499-

7-X. £5.00 

The old Manningham township of the nineteenth century has changed much, 

both aesthetically and culturally, in 150 years. Local residents Peter Nias and 

Mollie Somerville have compiled a history of the area, showing how the 

diversity of people who live there is still the cornerstone of the community 

today. From nineteenth century mills to twenty-first century mosques, 

immigrants from Europe and Asia have made Manningham their home, 

sharing trade and culture, plus coming together through 'tough times past 

and present'. 

Drawing on oral history interviews, census information and thirteen 

pages of photographs (41 in total, from black and white to colour), the history 

of Manningham is presented in clear and intimate detail. The first chapter - 

Riding the Rollercoaster - describes the old township of the 18005, with 

Manningham Mills at its heart, branching out along Manningham, Oak, Toiler 

and Whetley Lanes to the BRI in the west, Lister Park in the east, and 

Bradford city centre in the south-east. There is also a useful chronology, 

summarising historical markers from the 1890s strike to the riots of 2001. 

In 'A Very British Neighbourhood', the 'push and pull of immigration' is 

introduced, from the 1850s to the 1970s. Nineteenth century census entries 

include famous local names such as the Fattorini and Behrens families, and 
the German, Dutch, French and Italian names listed on St Paul's Road in the 

1901 census. Also mentioned is the tact that, just over ten years later, some 

German-British residents would feel the need to Anglicize their names - from 

Heiborn to Hayburn, for example - to avoid persecution. The twentieth 

century is brought to life through Irish, Pakistani, Russian Jewish and 

Ukrainian personal reminiscences. 

Manningham Mills gets a chapter to itself, from Samuel Cuncliffe Lister 

building his first mill in 1838, to the strike in 1890, which resulted in the 
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formation of the Independent Labour Party, and the influx of immigrant 
workers in the 1970s. The 'genteel wrestling of power by women like Helen 

Rabagliati, founder of St Catherine's Nursing Home, Sara Louisa Beszant, 
headmistress of Belle Vue Girls' School, Florence Moser and Margaret 

McMillan, is the focus of the chapter headed 'Privilege and Persistance'. 

Church, mosque and synagogue are the places of worship in the next 

chapter, from the '10 church movement' of 1859 to the Bowland Street 
Synagogue in 1880, and the first house mosque in the 1960s. 'The good and 

the bad' of Manningham's social history ranges from a 3,000 strong anti-war 

demonstration of women in 1917 to witness-accounts of the Manningham 

riots. Chapters on school, sport and leisure and the entrepreneurial spirit of 

the area make sure that the history of Manningham concludes on a positive 

note. 

With an appendix on the Old Manor House, Rosebery Road, and a 

foldout map for any local historians keen to witness Manningham's 

architectural monuments for themselves, all ages are invited to share in the 

rich social and cultural heritage of Manningham. Sarah Powell 

British Christianity in the Kingdom of Elmet: An Investigation by Ian 

Thompson. 

Bluestone Press (259 Ashby Road, Scunthorpe, DN16 2AB), 20 pp., £2.00. 

This investigation begins with what in known about Elmet and its religion. It 

was a British kingdom which survived Roman occupation and fought off 

Anglo-Saxon invasion till the early seventh century. At its greatest extant it 

seems to have occupied much of West Yorkshire. In its decline it was 

confined to the high land between the rivers Wharfe and Aire, from the 

rnagnesian limestone escarpment to Rombald's Moor. Its inhabitants spoke a 

primitive torn, of Welsh and its invaders called them the wealhisc or 

strangers. Many withdrew to Wales, but others remained and were 

assimilated. They were Christians, with their own ecclesiastical organisation; 

only in the seventh century were the Anglo-Saxons converted, by St 

Augustine's mission in the south, and by Irish missionaries in the north. 

Hence several versions of religion competed, but in A. D. 664 at the Synod of 

Whitby the one preferred by Augustine and Rome prevailed, and 'British' 

Christianity was afterwards suppressed in England. 

Evidence for British Christian sites in Elmet is mainly circumstantial, as 

Thompson admits. Such place names as Walton, Walcof and Walsh ford are 

agreed to mean respectively 'homestead', 'shelter', and 'ford of the Welsh', 

while Eccleshall, Ecclesfield and Eccleshil preserve the Welsh word for 

church (Latin ecclesia, Modern Welsh eglws). At the consecration of his 

church at Ripon in 678, St Wilfrid claimed some holy places had been 

deserted by the British clergy, including Yeadon in Elmet. British churches 

were rebuilt and reconsecrated, but Thompson believes that where there is 

-130-



evidence of an early Saxon church it may well be on a British site. The 

existence of early monasteries may be inferred from Anglian stone crosses at 
Ripon, Ilkley, Collingham and Dewsbury. At Ilkley the church was built on the 
site of a Roman fort, inviting comparison with the Welsh monastery founded 

inside the Roman fort at Holyhead'. Dewsbury, perhaps meaning Dewis 
fortification, was an important British site, and one of the region's major 

churches, or minsters, was built there; there were others at Conisbrough, 

Ecclesfield, Silkstone and Sherburn-in-Elmet. 
The evidence of early historians is disappointing. St Bede was prejudiced 

against the British clergy, and said they would not co-operate in the 

conversion of the English, though the rapid success of the Irish missionaries 

argues otherwise. British bishops assisted at the consecration of Chad as 

Bishop of York. The Northumbrian St Iwi joined a British monastery in 
Brittany, and perhaps a St Hybald did likewise. The extent of Anglo-British 

co-operation may never be known, but Thompson concludes that it was 

much greater than has been thought. 

Some additions and corrections may be suggested. The name for Elmet's 

early southern and western extension needs to be argued: evidence may be 

the association between Eccleshill and Dewsbury. Bede's reference to a 

monastery in silua Elmete, in Elmet wood, is not mentioned. A more scholarly 

account would have quoted sources in Latin: it is debatable whether St 

Wilfrid's bce sancta and regionum are the same, and whether his Ingaedyne 

should be translated 'in Yeadon'. No use is made of Welsh sources surveyed 

in, for example, Geraint Gruffydd's 'In Search of Elmet' (Sfudia Ce/fica, 

1994): the earliest sign that Elmet was a British Christian kingdom is an 

inscription on a gravestone in North Wales, ALIORTUS ELMETIACO HIC 

IACET, and for centuries the heroes of Elmet fascinated Welsh bards. A, C. 
Breeze's 'The Kingdom and Name of Elmet' (Northern History, 2002) is more 

contentious, arguing that the name implies the Elmetians were fierce 

warriors. However, Ian Thompson has aimed less at comprehensiveness 

than comprehensibility; he writes well, and sustains interest. James Ogden 

Alex Keighley., A Pioneer of the Pictorial Movement in Photography by Ray 

Vintner (Linkhall Productions, Leeds, 2013) 186pp. ISBN 978-0-9927402-0-7. 

£14.00. 

Alex Keighley (1861-1947) was born and died in Keighley. He was the son of 

a wealthy mill owner and a pioneer in developing landscape photography. 

Founder member of the Keighley and District Photographic Association, he 

later became an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society. He was 

associated with the Victorian Linked Ring Brotherhood, which was devoted to 

photography as an art form. Alex had his work exhibited in cities as far apart 
as London, Paris, Vienna, Munich and New York. 
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Steeton-based artist and tutor Ray Vintner has compiled a finely-produced 

book which brings together the life and photographic works of Alexander 

Keighley, following his career from mill owner's son to eminent pictorial 

photographer. This detailed study also incorporates the leading visionaries of 

the Pictorial movement of Britain, America and Europe, analysing the 

phenomenon known within the photographic world as Pictorialism and 

showing how it gained popularity at major exhibitions in the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries. 

The book has a large selection of AK's photographs, coloured and black 

and white, a catalogue of his known works, detailed notes, and a 
comprehensive bibliography. The many images of local scenes give added 

local interest to what is a pioneering work of an important figure in the history 

of photography. An article by Ray, 'Alex Keighley: Pioneer of the Pictorial 

Movement in Photography', was published in The Bradford Antiquary for 

2012. Bob Duckett 

The Sacred Grove: A Genealogical History of the Lount Family by Donald 

Walter 

(Lulu.com, 2013)180 pp. A4. ISBN 978-1-291-39892-2 

Readers of this journal may remember Picking Up Threads: Reminiscences 

of a Bradford Mill Girt, by Maggie Newbery, daughter of Herbert Hudson 

Lount, sometime pennyhoilman at Drummond's Mill, Bradford. Maggie's 

reminiscences of the Lount family inspired her son-in-law to this great effort 

of genealogical research. 

The family name came from Lound or Lount, a place-name meaning a 

grove possibly used for religious rites: there are villages with these names in 

Lincolnshire, East Anglia and the East Midlands. Lount first appears as a 

surname in the will of John Lount of Kibworth, Leicestershire, in 1553. 

Maggie's branch can be traced back to the marriage of John Lount and 

Elizabeth Pollard at Hallaton, Leicestershire, in 1771. These Lounts were 

mostly tenant farmers or farm labourers. John Lount's great grandson 

George apparently ran away to East Yorkshire as a teenager, and certainly 

married Isabella Hudson, who had been born in the local workhouse at 

Beverley in 1865. They later moved to a farm at Weal, where George 

supplemented his income by emptying Beverley's earth middens. One of 

their sons was Herbert Hudson Lunt, who as a farmer unluckily went 

bankrupt, and moved to Bradford in search of work for himself and his large 

family. 

It is not easy to detach this remarkable family from those of other 

branches of the Lount family, going back to the seventeenth century and 

stretching over various Midland and Northern counties: 27 branches in all. 

One branch is that of a James Lount who came from Leicestershire to 

Bradford, where he worked as a blacksmith, probably in the 1860s. One of 
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his descendents was Cliff Lount the magician and sometime President of the 

Northern Magic Circle. There are branches in the United States and Canada, 

described by Graham Lount in Descendants of Gabriel Lount (Winnipeg, 

2000). 

In a book of this kind, which few people will read from cover to cover, but 

many may consult, the index is important. I am sorry to say that here the 

'Index of First Names' is of limited use. It is hard to image anyone going 

through all 75 entries for 'William'! But in other ways the book offers a 

remarkable demonstration of the methods and possibilities of genealogical 

research. Donald Walter began with family gossip, went on to study births, 

marriages and death at the General Record Office, census returns, parish 

records, and other local archives. Contacts with distant relatives led to the 
formation of a Lount Research Group. Much work can now, of course, be 

done online and using e-mail. Presentation remains a big problem, but here 

the many family trees, tables of information, and commentaries are clear and 

attractive. The book is enhanced by many photographs of individuals, family 

groups, and places where they lived. If not exactly a social history, it does 

remind us that many people have led useful and interesting lives without 
achieving fame beyond their family or community. James Ogden 

Ways to the Stone House by Simon Warner (Haworth: The Brontë Society, 

2012) 48pp. ISBN: 978-1-903007-16-7. £5.00. 

I 

The 'stone house' of the title of this book is Top Withins, the moorland 

farmhouse said to be the inspiration for Wuthering Heights, home of the 

Earnshaws and Heathcliff of Emily Brontë's novel of the same name. Both 

the building, now a preserved ruin adjacent to the Pennine Way and much 

visited by Brontë enthusiasts and walkers, and the wild moorland setting, are 

the subject of this booklet. Also featured are how artists and photographers 

have viewed the building over the years, and how the landscape and the 

physical environment are important to us today. 

Simon Warner is a photographer and landscape film maker based in 

Stanbury, and recently gave a talk to the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 

Society on the Bradford Rivers Project. He was the Brontë Parsonage 

Museum's 2012 Artist-in-Residence where he worked in conjunction with the 

Watershed Landscape Project, a three-year programme which sought to tell 
the story of the Pennine uplands through partnerships and regional 

organizations. 

The booklet features four brief essays and is richly illustrated. Simon's 
opening chapter, 'The Stone House - afterlife and inspiration', gives an 

account of Top Withins after it was abandoned in 1930, the saga of its 'listing' 

and 'de-listing', and presents an account and reproduction of the most 

significant Images (photographs, sketches and engravings) that have 

survived. Artists include Edward Wimperis, whose engravings featured in the 

-133-



1872 reprinting of the Brontë novels; Alex Keighley's romanticized 

photographs of c. 1930; Marie Hartley's photograph and sketch, c. 1938; Bill 

Brandt, whose 1945 photograph was one which helped increase the public's 

awareness of our countryside heritage; Sylvia Plath's sketch from 1956; Fay 

Godwin's much reprinted 1977 photograph; Simon Warner himself (1976 and 

1992 photographs); and a Branwell Brontë sketch of 1833. 

The second essay is by Jay Appleton, Emeritus Professor of 

Geography at the University of Hull, who contrasts 'Wuthering Heights' and 

'Thrushcroft Grange' (Top Withins and Ponden Hall) in the context of why 

houses are built where they are, and introduces us to modern thinking on 
landscape architecture and environmental aesthetics. 

Thirdly, local historian Steve Wood provides a detailed history of 

'Wythens' from the earliest records of 1567, when Thomas and Ann 

Crawshaye sold it to George Bentley for £44, to 1930 when Keighley 

Corporation blocked the doors and windows of the derelict house to deter 

vandals. Much new information on ownership is presented, while land-use 

maps show how landscapes are characterized by the nature of the soils and 

climate, and how the land was used 

Robin Gray, a landscape architect and manager of the Watershed 

Landscape Project, continues this theme by drawing attention to how 'natural' 

landscapes are the product of changing 'fashions': all 'landscapes have been 

formed by man - the heather moorland, the field boundaries, the woodland - 

all managed whether for food, sport or minerals'. The South Pennine 

watershed, and water-supply area, has been shaped by the industrial and 

agricultural revolutions. It is an important landscape under threat and now 

has the status of a Special Protection Area. 

In addition to the photographs, sketches and etchings mentioned, we 

are reminded that Kate Bush had a Number One hit with her song Wuthering 

Heights and that Sylvia Plath (with husband Ted Hughes) wrote a total of five 

poems on the location. Last but not least, we learn that local community 

groups, such as the Eastwood Primary School mothers and the Bangladeshi 

Community Association, are involved in learning about this precious 

watershed. The booklet is beautifully presented with images to treasure and 

savour. Bob Duckett 

West Bowling Local History Journal. Issue 25, Spring 2014. A4, 52 pp. £1.80. 

Available from the Editor, Jeff Halmshaw (Tel.: 01274 821541; Mob: 0777 

550 2724; Email: jeffhblueyonder.co.uk) 

Once again we welcome another issue of the West Bowling Local History 

Journal. To produce a news magazine of 52 pages of A4 size twice a year is 

no mean feat, and we jealously note the 250 copy print run. So we 

congratulate Editor Halmshaw and his many contributors. At random there 

are features and memories on Bowling Old Lane cricket field; Standard 3 at 
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St Stephens School; Busby's and Brown Muffs; the Ripley Hotel; and the 

Sedbergh Boys Club. Chatty, nostalgic, informative and personal (obits and 

requests for info), it is newsletter rather than journal - there's even a 

crossword, but nowt wrong with that! Indeed, the WBLHJ provides an 
excellent social service! Bob Duckett 

Haworth, Oxenhope & Sfanbury from Old Maps by Steven Wood (Amberley 

Publishing, 2014) 128pp. ISBN: 978-1-4456-2148-7 (print); ISBN: 978-1-

4456-2154-8 (ebook). £14.99. 

Haworth historian Steve Wood here presents a collection of one hundred old 

maps and plans of Haworth, Oxenhope and Stanbury. The maps cover a 

span of more than three centuries, from John Speed's Yorkshire map of 

1610, to the 1937 elevation plan of the Co-operative Store in Main Street 

Many different types of map are included and the book is arranged in ten 

sections according to the type of map or plan. Each section starts with a brief 

introduction and notes on individual maps or plans. Each map takes a page 

(in landscape) with a caption giving the title and date. Approximate scales are 

shown. Most maps have been scanned from the originals and cleaned up 

digitally. Some have been divided and all have been reduced from their 

original size; a magnifying glass may be useful! 

The early county maps (Speed 1610, Jefferys 1771, and Greenwood 

1818) give only a general picture of the area, but with the Ordnance Survey 

maps from 1847, there is far greater detail. Starting with the six inches to the 

mile maps and followed by the 25" maps, individual houses, field boundaries 

(and field acreages), paths, mills, wells, turnpikes, even a ducking stool are 

shown! The details in the Board of Health plans of 1853 are even greater. 

With a scale often inches to the mile, privies, sinks, ash pits and even rain 

spouts are shown! These plans and the preceding survey were a follow-up 

from the Babbage Report of 1850, instigated by the Reverend Brontë; 

Babbage's map and his drawing of the back of the druggist's house are 

included here. 

The Haworth Tithe Map of 1850 is featured. The payment and collection of 

tithes was a great trial to the Reverend Brontë and caused much anger in the 
local population. The prose introduction here, giving information on tithes, is 

the clearest I've come across. Great Tithes to the Rector, Small Tithes to the 

Vicar! Payment was originally based on the yield of the land, so a plan of who 

owned land was critical. The maps reproduced here give field outlines, 

buildings and water-courses. A code on each piece of land refers to the 

names of the owners in the Apportionment documents. 
Even more detailed are the maps from the Haworth Village House 

Repopulation Plan of 1851, published here for the first time. This is a 

compilation by the author combining details from the tithe maps, details from 

the tithe apportionments, names and occupations from the 1851 population 
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census and rating valuations, superimposed on the large-scale Board of 

Trade maps. It provides the most detailed view ever of the Haworth that the 

Brontës knew, giving information of who lived where and what they did for a 

living. Thus going down Main Street from the Bull Inn (William Sugden, inn 

keeper; with a barn, stables, brew-house and yard), we have Joseph 

Murgatroyd (clog maker), John Kitson (comber), Hannah Hartley (annuitant), 

John Greenwood (tailor and draper), Thomas Barraclough (clock maker), 

Michael Uttley (mechanic), Squire Hird (shoe maker), and James Fearnside 

(clogger), Then we come to Lodge Street where William Wood (joiner) lived. 

Such people would be known to the Brontës. 

Other material includes the Oxenhope enclosure maps; estate maps and 

sale plans; the Worth Valley waterworks plans; railway and road plans; and 

some of the building plans (such as the interior plan of the Black Bull. The 

Haworth parish church plans are particularly interesting. They include plans 

of the church from 1757 (ground floor) and 1768 (gallery) which show pew 

ownership and seating; a 1863 plan for a proposed reorganisation (never 

carried out), and 'one of the most important documents for the study of the 

old church' (p.82), the 1879 church faculty plan submitted by the Reverend 

Wade, Brontë's successor, for the demolition of the Grimshaw/Brontë 

building. There is also a photograph of a model of Haworth old church which 

has 'the only representation we have of the north elevation of the 1755 

building.' 

The book is immaculately produced and highly informative. It gives 

unique background information on the topography, buildings, inhabitants and 

landscape of the areas covered. As a side issue, anyone browsing this book 

will learn much about the use of maps in local history studies. The author 

also gives helpful hints about locating maps and digitizing them. Bob Duckett 
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THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY 

Following the move by the Society to the Bradford Club and the consequent 
reduction in space available to us to house the library, the decision was taken 
to dispose of material not relating to the Bradford Metropolitan Council area. 
The sale of this material has brought in much money to the Society and the 
library has been given a sum to spend on the purchase of new books. 

The library is open for about half an hour prior to each of the lectures 
for books to be borrowed and returned. It is also available from 1.00 pm to 
3.00 pm on most Wednesday afternoons following the morning lectures. A 
selection of books is on display in the meeting room. Books are normally 
issued for a period of one month and are due for return on the date of the next 
lecture. Fines are not charged for overdue books. 

Donations of books relating to the Bradford area are always welcome. 
Members wishing to use the library or to donate books should speak to David 
Croft, the Librarian, at any meeting. 

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 
The following books have been added to the library during the past year: 

12— History of the Bradford district 
12 BOW Ajourney along old Manchester Road. SCOTT, Alan O'Day. 

2004. 
1280W By1gone West Bowling. WEST BOWLING HISTORY GROUP. 

2 edition. 2006. 
12 BOW Our part of the Bowl: stories and memories from West Bowling of 

the 1920s - 1950s. STEWART, Ian. 2003. 
12 BOW Proud to be a West Bowlingite: a collection of writings on West 

Bowling. WILKINSON, Granville. 2003. 
12 BOW West Bowling women - their lives, memories and stories. WEST 

BOWLING LOCAL HISTORY GROUP, 2004. 
12 BRA The influence of the German immigrants on the economic and 

political, religious and cultural face of Bradford during the 
nineteenth century and the factors contributing to their alleged 
disappearance at the time of the First World War. DAVIES, 
Jacquey. 2003. 

12 BRA J. B. Priestley's Bradford. FIRTH, Gary. 2006. 
12 BRA Nostalgic memories of Bradford. 2012. 
12 BRA A portrait of Bradford. MORRISON, John. 2005. 
12 BRA The story of Bradford. HALL, Alan. 2013. 
12 HAW Haworth, Oxerihope & Stanbury from old photographs. Volume 

1. Domestic & social life. WOOD, Steven. 2011. 
12 HAW Haworth, Oxenhope & Stanbury from old photographs. Volume 

2. Trade & industry. WOOD, Steven. 2011. 
12 HAW Ways to the stone house. WARNER, Simon. 2012. (Top Withins, 

near Haworth). 
12 LAI Laisterdyke lives. BRIDGELAND, Gina. (ed). 2001. 
12 MAN Manningham: people through the mill past and present. NIAS, 

Peter and SOMERVILLE, Mollie. 2013. 
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12 SAL 

12 SAL 
12 WYK 

The aesthetics of Utopia: Saltaire, Akroydon and Bedford Park. 
BINNS, Sheila. 2013. 
Saltaire through time. FIRTH, Gary and HITT, Malcolm. 2010. 
Storr Hill Side, 1870-1980. BARKER, Donald. 1994. 

13— Social history 
13 BRA Saturday night & Sunday morning: the 2001 Bradford riot and 

beyond. BUJRA, Janet and PEARCE, Jenny. 2011. 

14— Ghosts and haunted houses 
14 BRA Haunted Bradford. OWENS, Andy. 2007. 

20— Architecture 
20 BRA Brilliant Bradford. TELEGRAPH & ARGUS. 2008. 

33— Christianity 
33 BOW Christianity in West Bowling. a compilation of writings. 

COCHRANE, Mary. 2005. 

37— Church history 
37 TFIO The Old Bell Chapel, Thornton. WHITWORTH, Alan. 2005. 

40— Family histories 
40 BRO In the footsteps of the Brontës. DAVIS, Mark and DINSDALE, 

Ann. 2013. 

41 - Biography 
41 MOU BDB and beyond. MOULDS, David. 2012. (Life in Bradford's 

pubs, clubs and gangs). 
41 OAS Slavery in Yorkshire: Richard Oastler and the campaign against 

child labour in the Industrial Revolution. HARGREAVES, John A. 
and F-IAIGH, E. A. Hilary (ad). 2012. 

58— Health services 
58 MEN Voices from the asylum : West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum. 

DAVIS, Mark and KIDO, Marina. 2013. 

60— Crime 
60 BRA Murder by gaslight in Victorian Bradford. DAVIS, Mark. 2013. 

64— Geology 
64 PEN Riches of the earth: over and under the South Pennine moors. 

n.d. 

73— Textiles 
73 BOW The Newlands Mill disaster. SCOTT, Alan O'Day. 2002. 
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WRITING BRADFORD HISTORY: 

THE CASE FOR A BRADFORD SCHOOL 

By George Sheeran 

The idea of a Leicester School of local history is one that is widely accepted in the history world. 

Its name implies not only a place, a university where teaching and research in local history is 

carried out, but also a particular approach to the writing of local history. Yet is it the only such 

'school' of local history or history about a particular location? A claim that I would strongly 

defend is for a Bradford School of history writing, one that may have some things in common 

with Leicester, but one that departs from it quite radically in some areas. In the paragraphs 

below I shall briefly indicate the course of local history writing generally and how a Leicester 

School came into being, and then I shall examine in greater detail the case for a Bradford 

School, highlighting its significant and distinctive features. 

Local and Regional History, an Overview 

The practice of local and regional history is usually seen to have its beginnings in the sixteenth 

century county histories, histories of London and the 'itineraries' of travellers - John Leland's 

itinerary of England is  good case in point.' Leland was antiquary to Henry VIII and his journeys 

to towns and cities across the country provide a sort of historical gazetteer of the places he had 

visited. The key word here is that Leland was an 'antiquary': he collected a series of 

genealogies of local families, historical facts, stories regarding events in the pastas well as 

noting down curiosities. Moreover, these were put down in no organised way that we would 

recognise as historical method, rather they were a chronicle of sometimes related, sometimes 

unrelated events. While antiquarian approaches to writing about the history of counties and 

parishes continued and strengthened in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, yet by the 

latter century enlightenment philosophies of social progress began to change this earlier 

tradition of writing and to cast it in a poor light. Some town histories in particular became more 

methodical in their relation of events, the organising principle being a progress from ancient 

and primitive times, through a period of rusticity to the commercial life of the eighteenth-

century town with its civilizing influences to be found in good taste, polished manners and social 

improvement generally. That being said, antiquarian approaches continued in the writing of 

many parish histories, and at the beginning of the nineteenth century, what we might today 

think of as local and regional history was mostly being written in such a manner. 

The great changes that came about during the course of the nineteenth century through 

industrialisation accompanied by a population explosion were to lead to a period of growth and 

extension in the writing of county, town and parish histories.There was also a tendency towards 

greater democratisation of this material. If in the past many parish and county histories had 

been subscribed to by gentle families, the professions or the well-to-do, during the nineteenth 



century readership was becoming increasingly wider amongst a growing middle class and more 

educated sections of the working class who were enjoying such publication. This was also a 

century that saw the formation of historical societies. Often styling themselves 'antiquarian' or 

'archaeological' societies, they had been brought into being to promote interest, research and 

public lectures about the history of their counties or towns, and some regularly published 

journals. The Yorkshire Archaeological Society began in this way; growing from the Huddersfield 

Archaeological and Topographical Association, it became the Yorkshire Archaeological Society 

by 1870 and had begun to publish a journal from around the same date. 

As yet, however, local history in particular had not achieved academic recognition 

through the universities. In some ways this is not so strange given the small number of 

universities in nineteenth-century England, although by 1908 Reading had a Research Fellow in 

Local History. But even as late as 1939, when universities had become more numerous, there 

was still little academic recognition; nor was such history part of school or college curricula, not 

being held in the same esteem as national history, despite government efforts to promote a 

greater sense of civic engagement by encouraging a knowledge of the local. It was not until the 

post-war yearn and 1948 in particular that this goal was attained with the opening of the 

Department of English Local History at University College Leicester by W.G. Hoskins. Even then it 

was 1964 before H. P. R. Finburg was appointed its first professor in the subject. 

Nevertheless, at Leicester an innovative approach was developed, one which had been 

stated in Finberg's 1952 paper on the subject: local history was to have 'a reasoned conception' 

and should be concerned with 'the Origin, Growth, Decline and Fall of a Local Community'.2 It 

was not to be the tunnel vision of the antiquarian, for the distinguishing feature of a Leicester 

local historian would be the ability to place local history research within the national context. In 

addition to this, Hoskins laid heavy emphasis on the importance of distinctive research methods 

- documentary research, yes, but also fieldwork and reading the landscape.' This emphasis on 

physical structures and spatial boundaries suggested natural interdisciplinary links with cognate 

subjects such as archaeology and geography, and Hoskins was to go further commenting: 'I 

believe .,, that local history properly conceived and practised by professionally trained workers 

is ... a science of Human ECology'.4 Cultural geographers of the 1930s who had pioneered similar 

approaches might have had something to say about that! Be that as it may, we might say that 

Leicester School has been, and is, characterised by a reasoned approach that puts the subject of 

the local within a national context; that it is interdisciplinary to some extent; that it deals with 

'communities' rather than kings, queens or the otherwise nationally elevated. It might be 

added that at least from its conception, it was for the most part rurally-based history dealing 

largely with periods before about 1850, and in which nineteenth-century urban and industrial 

growth was conceived of as a destructive force,' although this latter attitude has changed 

somewhat in recent years. 
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Bradford and Local History in the Nineteenth Century 

The writing of local histories of Bradford, while having some things in common with the 

development outlined above, is also different in some ways. County histories prior to the 

nineteenth century rarely mention Bradford, and where they do, references are perfunctory. 

Leland, for example, wrote: 

Bradeforde a praty quik market toune, d,midio, out eo amplius, minus 

Wachfelde. It hath one poroche chirche, and a chapel of S. Sitha. It standith 

much by clothing and is distant vi. miles from Halifax, and 4. Miles from 

ChrislestalAbbay. There is a confluence in this toune of 3. brakes ... 

and little else. Also, unlike its larger neighbours Halifax and Leeds, Bradford has no 

eighteenth-century historian. This is perhaps not so strange, since the Bradford of the 

seventeenth or eighteenth centuries was not yet the bustling town of the Victorians on the 

verge of city status, but simply a market town with a trade in the domestic woollen and worsted 

industries. There, perhaps, is the explanation of this lack of historical interest: it was neither a 

prospering commercial centre like Leeds or Halifax, nor was it a picturesque country town, a 

charming centre of provincial life. 

It was not until the mid-nineteenth century that things were to change. In 1841 John 

James published the first connected history of Bradford and this was to be followed by an up-

dated edition in 1866. By the 1870s and after, historians such as William Cudworth and William 

Scruton had made several contributions to the writing of Bradford's history'. Here Bradford 

does seem to parallel the development of local history writing in that these histories are at first 

reading antiquarian in character and chronicle past events with little analytical comment. But 

while these characteristics may be present, there are others that mark them out from being 

merely antiquarian. In 1841 James, for example, was interested in setting down what might be 

thought of as a pedigree for the raw, booming manufacturing town that had, as he put it, 

'hitherto been considered barren in antiquarian interest'.' If he played up its past academic and 

religious worthies or the country houses on the outskirts of the district and their gentle families 

in true antiquarian fashion, this nevertheless all helped to lend a sense of place, a sense of the 

past to his section on the modern town and the advances that it had made. Similarly, while 

Cudworth in places produced a catalogue of interesting facts about the Bradford district (the 

oldest inhabitants, strange customs, odd Yorkshire place names and soon), he also wrote in a 

progressivist contemporary history style, praising modern industry and social advances. 

Cudworth, indeed, was logo beyond the usual nineteenth-century approach to local history and 

its content, by producing municipal histories such as Notes on the History of the Bradford 

Corporation, 1881; and notably his Condition of the Industrial Classes of Bradford and District in 

which he compared the social conditions of Bradford's working class of the later nineteenth 
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century with what it had been in the 1830s. This had appeared first as a series of articles in the 

local newspaper The Bradford Observer, and was then published in a collected edition in 1887 

with a 'view of eliciting discussion' of 'the social problems they touch and which Cudworth 

regarded as 'the most momentous with which the present and coming generations will have to 

deal'." Before this in 1857, John James had produced his magnum opus Histor,, of the Worsted 

Manufacture in England, a work in part inspired by Bradford endeavour and success in that 

industry. Works like these demonstrate an early interest in social and economic history, 

however rudimentary. Economic history has been thought of by some historians as an academic 

subject emerging only in the 18805," and yet if this is accepted, James is well in advance of his 

time, and Cudworth, too, is beginning to introduce such elements into his writing, if embryonic. 

The point is that local historians are not generally regarded as writing like this, especially at 

these dates, and although the work of James or Cudworth may still contain a good deal of 

antiquarian subject matter, it is my contention that they had laid a foundation on which a 

Bradford school of writing history was later to be built. A further influence on the ways in 

which they wrote may have been their backgrounds: neither were professional historians or 

gentleman amateurs. Cudworth had been a printer and was a journalist, James was a legal 

secretary. While they adopted the style of previous antiquarians, their range, as we have seen, 

was greater and perhaps their working lives had produced different perspectives. 

Along with this activity went the founding of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 

Society in 1878. Initially its activities seem to have consisted of a series of papers given at its 

meetings and public lectures. In 1888, however, the first volume of the society's journal The 

Bradford Antiquary appeared, and which remains in print today. Again, while there was much 

of what James had termed 'antiquarian interest', scholarly articles had appeared from the early 

years, such as T.T. Empsall's analysis of Bradford's fourteenth-century court rolls; and there was 

also the investigation of ancient industries, such as the industrial waste on Rombald's Moor.'2 

It is not too strong to say that The Bradford Antiquary played a seminal role in the development 

of different approaches to the history of the district. 

A Bradford School? 

The term 'school' when applied to certain shared patterns of thought or creative activity, is one 

that is often used, but rarely defined. Dyer in his article on Leicester School" fails to do that 

explicitly, but it is implicit in what he writes about and he is able to identify the common 

characteristics typical of a 'school'. While we might think of a school as being constituted by a 

group of people who share or follow the same principles, it is often characterised by more than 

this - by publication, for example, or by association with a particular institution. Thus, Leicester 

School would satisfy all of these criteria. A further characteristic is association with a place, a 

place in which a particular approach is pursued and/or a place about which much has been 

produced within a particular time or period. Given this basic definition, it is my opinion that it is 
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possible to identify a Bradford School of history writing, although one that needs to be 

disentangled from both local history writing and writing about Bradford generally by testing it 

against the definition. 

To begin with, Bradford School can be associated with two or three different institutions: 

Bradford Council's libraries, especially the Central Library, which began to develop from the late 

1960s a floor devoted to Local Studies; also the local record office, later to become part of West 

Yorkshire Archive Service (Bradford), came to be located there for a time. WYAS (Bradford) 

went farther than simply collecting archive material, but held series of public lectures about 

Bradford. Along with the library service, they were behind the publication of several local 

studies. Sometimes this work was carried on in conjunction with the library or the other 

important institution, the university. Beginning life as a college of advanced technology, the 

University of Bradford became consistently influential from soon after it was inaugurated in 

1966, although often in association with the adult education programmes of the University of 

Leeds. As we shall see, several practitioners of the approach to history that I shall comment on 

below, were either lecturers at, or graduates of, the university or were in other ways associated 

with it. This perhaps emanated in large measure from the history teaching of Jack Reynolds, but 

it continued to develop in the work of the Adult Education Unit which was later to become the 

Centre for Continuing Education and ultimately the School of Lifelong Education and 

Development when it relinquished its ties with the University of Leeds. Along with formal 

history teaching went series of public lectures and day schools which, while they ranged across 

a variety of subjects, always included a substantial Bradford history content. There was a more 

contemporary side to this history, as well, in the projects of the local authority's Heritage 

Recording Unit and Industrial Museum. The staff, sometimes in association with members of 

University staff, were to record and publish material relating to an oral history of the industrial 

past and also the oral history of the city's immigrant communities. 

What marked out Bradford School history was its content and approach. If Leicester 

School in its early days tended to be rural in character with a focus on periods before 1850, 

Bradford School's theme was urban, industrial, largely nineteenth century and concentrated on 

Bradford and the surrounding districts. Its practitioners wrote on this theme from different 

perspectives: from architectural to political history; from labour history to historical geography; 

from leisure in the industrial city to industrial archaeology. A further difference between 

Leicester School and Bradford, is that adherents of Leicester School might maintain that they 

pursued a multi-disciplinary technique which provided local historians generally with a way of 

doing local history; Bradford did not. That difference is further evident in that the histories 

written about Bradford do not necessarily make them local histories, but the use of Bradford as 

a case study. However, my argument is that this is the very point of demarcation: Bradford and 

'Bradford School' history - whether in local or national content - is neither an antiquarian study, 

nor the application of Leicester approaches to local history. But because of the nature of 
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Bradford's growth in the nineteenth century, the city and its region provided a social, political 

and economic milieu not studied as such by local or other historians until the post-war years, 

although there had been a glimmer of recognition in James and Cudworth as noted above. In 

this sense, the growth of a Bradford School of history parallels the development of social and 

labour history in the twentieth century, and it is probable that this was a further motivating 

factor in the growth of Bradford history. 

This interpretation implies a diverse and substantial body of work and one that is worth 

further comment. What perhaps started things off was Asa Briggs's 1963 Victorian Cities, where 

the Bradford of the nineteenth century began to be analysed and discussed - albeit in relation 

to Leeds - in terms of social and industrial development and the building of the city 

environment. Twenty years later a fully developed work on Bradford was to emerge, one that 

characterised the approach suggested here as Bradford School—Jack Reynolds's The Great 

Paternalist: Titus Salt and the Growth of Nineteenth-Century Bradford. Published in 1983, it 

was written at the culminating point of Reynolds's career. Bradford born and bred, he had 

spent much of his life teaching history. In the years up to retirement this was at the University 

of Bradford, where many students had studied with him, several of whom had or were to make 

important contributions to the history of Bradford. The work on Salt concentrates on Salt's 

influence on Bradford's trade from the early to the later nineteenth century. It is concerned, 

however, not only with local social and economic history, but also with politics and spatial issues 

(the civic priorities for Bradford or the layout of Saltaire) while at the same time locating all of 

this in national concerns over the social and moral condition of England, or even aesthetic issues 

- Ruskin's lectures in Bradford are one example. This well-rounded and multi-faceted approach 

has something in common with Leicester School, but where it differs is in the contextualisation 

of the local within political, economic and social discourses of the nineteenth century. The 

influence of Reynolds in this respect should not be underestimated. The year before the 

publication of The Great Paternalist, two of his former students had brought together a series of 

papers on Bradford in a volume entitled, Victorian Bradford. Essays in Honour of Jack Reynolds. 

The editors, David Wright and Tony Jowitt, had produced a volume covering many aspects of life 

in Bradford ranging from public health to religion or industrialisation.sa These two former 

students were themselves to pursue academic careers and also went onto write further works 

in a similar vein about the city or about the textile region of West Yorkshire. Tony Jowitt, for 

instance, was to edit and contribute to the volume, Model Industrial Communities in Mid-

nineteenth Century Yorkshire, in 1986, while in 1991 he produced an edited version of the 1845 

report into the condition of woolcombers in Bradford. He had also become director of 

Continuing Education at the University where he initiated a wide-ranging series of programmes 

including Bradford history, and at the same time contributing to conferences and journals with 

papers about labour and industrial history. 15 David Wright was to complete several histories, 

-6-



among them those that dealt with radical working class movements especially within the textile 

districts of Yorkshire and where Bradford figured prominently.56 

History concerned with Bradford's industrial and economic growth had been published 

before this date - John Roberts, for example, had furthered understanding of the organisation 

and processes of the textile industry 17 - and publication continued after it. Perhaps the most 

thorough-going analysis of industrial Bradford is Gary Firth's Bradford and the industrial 

Revolution,51 while David James was to provide a further insight into the city's growth in his 

Bra dford,sn also published in 1990 by Keele University Press. Other directions were pursued, 

too. Dave Russell had written about the subject of leisure, while Paul Jennings had researched 

the development of the public house in Bradford - not the popular, larky tales of old drinking 

haunts, but a serious analysis of establishments, drinking culture and the growth of the city's 

drink industry in the nineteenth century and after.2° I myself have contributed to the debate on 

Bradford's history in architectural analyses of the city and the region during the nineteenth 

century together with the social organisation that brought about architectural and urban 

growth.21 

The activities of the 'Bradford School' were strengthened around 1994 with the 

commencement of higher education courses in Local and Regional Studies at the University of 

Bradford which led to the award of certificate, diploma or degree, although there were others 

who had earlier embarked upon programmes of research in a similar vein. From amongst these 

students farther publication ensued. Students that might be mentioned include Christine Alvin 

and her work on the development of medicine in Bradford or Kenneth Jackson and his work on 

Skipton and the development of a new model of urban development for the small industrial 

town in the nineteenth century - former students whose work has appeared in historical 

journalS.22 Others included David Coatman, whose rescuing from oblivion of the Bradford 

novelist Willie Riley resulted in the re-publishing of his first novel, Windyridge,23 which included 

an introduction conteotualising Riley's work in the nineteenth-century industrial conurbation 

and his response to it. Students from other parts of the university have completed similar work, 

such as the recent research concerned with the links between Bradford entrepreneurs of the 

nineteenth century and their continental operations which included the building of industrial 

suburbs in Poland, although this as a part of a wider study of the economic impact of 

international trade. au 

What this body of work also points up is that a distinction should be made between the 

study of local and regional history about the Bradford district and the use of Bradford as  case 

study of issues of national significance. It is my contention that in either case the nature of 

Bradford as subject has given rise to particular areas of research and ways of writing, and as  

rapidly industrialising nineteenth-century city, has provided rich material forull such studies. As 

Karl lttman has put it, Bradford offers, 'a local study informed by the sense of the broader 

structures of society'.25 Also, the academic environment of historians and institutions 
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mentioned above (the university, local studies library and archives) has provided a supportive 

service and background in which to work for historians and writers from outside the region, 

such as Koditschek or lttman.w 

Conclusion: the Future? 

In recent years, little of what I have defined as Bradford School writing has been undertaken. 

The reasons for this can be put down to perhaps two or three principal causes. Firstly, the 

originators of the Bradford School of writing together with others who followed have either 

moved on or retired; some have died. This is a circumstance that I see as endangering the 

future of local history generally: that the age of most local historians and the membership of 

local history societies is predominantly over SO, and there is little recruitment from younger age 

groups. 27 

Secondly, if it is agreed that there is a kind of history writing that we might designate as 

a Bradford School, then from what has been written above, it follows that it has been pretty 

well connected with Bradford Council's library service as well as the University of Bradford. 

However, cut-backs in public spending and recent changes in government funding of higher 

education together with falling recruitment to such locally-based programmes of study have led 

to a reduction in the subject across the sector generally and Bradford has been no exception. 

When allied with the point made in the preceding paragraph, this has led to a fall in both 

research and writing. 

Thirdly, the subjects covered in the recent past, while far from unimportant, have less 

resonance with younger generations today. There are also whole areas that a Bradford School 

did not address or addressed insufficiently. If such a proposed tradition of writing is to 

continue, then some of the subjects that need to be taken up would include the following. 

Women's history has been sorely lacking. The surface, here, has barely been scratched.aa 

Similarly, the general subject of the consequences for Bradford of the decline of the textile and 

engineering industries in the late twentieth century also lacks thorough research in an historical 

context. There has also been little in the way of an historical assessment of the twentieth 

century city and its reconstruction in the post-war years. While I have touched on this in some 

of my work,29 only recently has there been an assessment of S.G. Wardley's 'vision' for the city 

in the late 1940s, although this cannot be claimed as Bradford School, since it is written from a 

purely planning perspective.30 Nevertheless, it highlights areas of endeavour. 

Immigration into the city has proved a much better researched and published area of 

activity, written largely within the context of race relations. In this respect Bradford School 

might claim to have been active with publications such as Destination Bradford or Here to Stay, 

these being assiduously constructed surveys and interviews with people of different cultures 

who had migrated to Bradford.31 Together with this we could include the work of academics 

such as Philip Lewis and his studies of Muslims in Britain and in Bradford in particular, and 
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although the author might maintain that he did not belong to a Bradford School, his work 

nevertheless continues along that trajectOry.w Bradford is a city that has changed through the 

centuries under the influence of migrating people from other cultures and faith groups who 

have found a home here. In the nineteenth century this can be seen in the Irish Catholic and 

German Jewish communities who built churches and synagogues; and to a lesser extent with 

migratory Scottish families - the now disused chapel at the head of Drewton Street was 

originally St Andrew's Chapel, a Scottish Presbyterian chapel. All of these churches have left the 

architectural footprints of former communities, local populations, once prominent within the 

city. The twentieth and twenty-first century manifestation of this process can be seen in the 

building of mosques or the conversion of existing buildings to mosques by Bradford's Muslims. 

This is an area of fieldwork and research that I have been engaged in myself over the past 

couple of years in order to remedy a deficit in publication on the subject. 

The point of all this is that Bradford since the nineteenth century has been a city built on 

difference, and although this has been recognised by historians and present-day commentators, 

it is only more recently that this aspect of the city and the region's past has been taken more 

fully into account. This is not simply a further area of research, however, for it is an area in 

which the historic immigrant voice has been little heard and in which existing communities 

themselves have had little involvement other than as subjects. Bradford School, if it is to 

continue to produce further work, needs to recognise this. The history of the Bradford textile 

industry, for example, has many facets and one that as yet remains unpolished is the immigrant 

experience: the life-world of the nineteenth-century Irish migrant worker was different from 

that of his Yorkshire or English-born contemporary; and the Pakistani textile workers in 

Bradford's mills in the 1960s are different again. In this sense we should be thinking not about 

local history, but local histories, and this consideration could make a positive contribution to 

Bradford School history. There is a great pool of material collected through the work of the 

Bradford Heritage Recording Unit. As yet this remains largely untapped. 

I have tried to put the case for a distinctive way of writing about Bradford and its history and I 

have suggested that it should be called a 'Bradford School'. Of course, people have, and will 

continue to write about Bradford and the Bradford district, but I would argue that not all of this 

could be categorized as Bradford School in the way of writing discussed above. Narrative local 

histories, histories of remarkable events or heritage trails, while they form part of the historical 

discourse on the city and its region, are of a different order from the more analytical and urban-

industrial based world of the Bradford School and rarely touch on the political, the economic 

and the social interactions that this approach seeks to explain. In pursuing such an end 

Bradford School historians have contextualised their work, directly or indirectly, within that 

broader historical discourse on the industrial north of England, and this has yet further 

implications. At the time of writing and for a couple of decades past there has been a good deal 
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of contemporary political debate about North/South divides, northern identity and the 

regeneration of northern cities, regions and their economies. This, I would argue, is the very 

stuff that much Bradford School history has been concerned with, and it should be flourishing - 

but it isn't. Only when local and other historians begin to engage with some of the more 

contemporary subjects mentioned in the preceding paragraphs of this conclusion, and only if 

the higher education sector begins to revisit concepts of adult education, lifelong learning and 

their value to civil society will matters begin to change. This I regard as essential, for as I have 

been arguing, a guiding light has been contact with the disciplined analysis that a university can 

inspire and local administrations that are willing to support it. At present, however, given the 

sector's instrumental approach, the increasing commodificution of higher learning and the 

cutting buck of public services, this is not likely to happen. Bradford School was perhaps one of 

the fruits of more liberal days, and now the season has passed. 
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THE GREAT ILKLEY FLOOD OF 1900 

By Norman A Alvin 

Over the past few years we have got used to seeing on the news scenes of destruction 

wrought by overflowing rivers. These seem to be coming more frequent events thanks to 

climate change, but there have always been problems with properties near to rivers, and 

Ilkley has been no exception. However, the flooding of the River Wharfe has had no great 

effect on the town centre which is situated some 100 feet above the river. 12 July 1900 was 

a completely different event. This day saw wholesale destruction in the town, not from the 

river, but from torrents of water racing off the moors which, at a height of over 1000 feet, 

tower over the town some 600 feet below. 

The first weeks of July 1900 were warm and dry and the two days leading up to the 

flood had been extremely hot and sultry, with temperatures higher than anyone could 

remember. With the dawning of 12 July, the weather continued in the same vein, high 

temperatures evident from early in the morning. Around midday, however, dark, ominous 

clouds began to form and by one o'clock distant thunder was heard. Half an hour later the 

storm burst over Ilkley with its full fury. The lightning, which was almost continuous, was 

immensely vivid, with long zigzag flashes standing out against the darkened sky. Then the 

rain started: first in large, widely separated drops but then quickly developing into a 

continuous sheet of water falling from the sky. The storm continued to rage for two hours 

before its force began to wane, but the rain continued with intermittent flashes of lightning 

for several more hours. The hot weather had dried the moors and created an impermeable 

surface so that within half an hour from the start of the storm all the moorland paths had 

become swiftly flowing streams that inexorably made their way down the hill towards the 

town below. The deluge was so great that very soon Brook Street and many other streets 

were turned into mountain torrents and many houses and businesses were flooded. Great 

quantities of rocks, stones and sand were deposited around the town and channels many 

feet deep were gouged out of stream beds and streets. The bulk of the damage occurred 

along the course of two main streams that ran off the moor, Parish Ghyll and Mill Ghyll, with 

lesser damage being caused by Hebers Ghyll and Backstone Beck. 

Parish Ghyll 

Parish Ghyll has its source high on the moor above Keighlny Road, and flows under Queen's 

Road, through Parish Ghyll wood, under St. James Road, under Skipton Road and down 

behind Lister Street to the Wharfe. The centre of the storm seems to have been centred on 

the source of this stream, and huge quantities of boulders, rocks and soil were quickly 

washed from the moorland. The first major damage was to the stone footbridge above 

Keighley Road which soon became choked with boulders and washed away, leaving only a 

couple of broken walls remaining. Rushing through Riddings woodland and across Queen's 

Road, washing away benches and newly planted trees, the torrent reached St. Margaret's 
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Terrace. Here the road was completely torn up and wade impassable by the deposited 

boulders. Continuing its downwards journey the deluge flooded several houses leaving their 

basements full of water up to five feet deep. The force of the water gouged out the bed of 

the stream, making it seven or eight feet deep, and carried away trees and boulders. This 

debris rapidly blocked the stone bridge supporting Queen's Drive and within moments the 

solid masonry collapsed, leaving the road impassable. One of the main houses to be affected 

in this area was Hollybrook, the home of a Miss Milsom, just below Queen's Drive. Luckily 

the house escaped damage but the garden was laid waste. The vegetation was almost 

entirely washed away along with thousands of tons of soil. The force of the flood was such 

that boulders which were washed down neighbouring roads snapped off metal lamp posts at 

their bases. (Figure 1) 

Figure 1: Wrecked house, Back Middleton Road 

Sweeping down through Parish Ghyll Wood the torrent reached St. James Road 

under which the stream originally flowed. The archway under the road was soon blocked 

and the water overflowed finding anew course. The foundations of the house nearest the 

stream were dangerously undermined causing the tenants to abandon their home with great 

speed. The course of the stream then passed through a culvert and under The Grove. This 

culvert was smashed causing an opening some two or three yards in diameter. Pouring into 

Spence's Gardens, which had been looking their best, the flood washed away most of the 

garden along with a rustic bridge. 

The most serious incident of the flood occurred at the coach building premises of Mr 

Robert Brogden, in Bolton Bridge Road. The volume of water in the stream was terrific and 
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Figure 2: Alfred Brogden 

washed up against the building with such force that part of the workshop collapsed. Shortly 

before the disaster three of Mr Brogden's sons, Edward, Alfred and Robert, along with a 

blacksmith called Daniel Daugherty, were working in the building. Alfred, the second eldest 

of the brothers, was working in an upper room. Seeing the danger he shouted a warning to 

the others downstairs. On hearing the call Edward and Robert, along with the blacksmith, 

made their escape with seconds to spore, but Alfred was unable to leave before the building 

collapsed. Nothing could be seen of Alfred because of the fury of the surging water and 

despite continued searches it was almost three hours later before his body was discovered 

beneath the debris. Great sympathy was shown to Mrs Brogden and the rest of her family by 

friends and neighbours. Unfortunately her husband was absent. He was in the Lake District 

on the annual trip of the choir of St Margaret's Church, and was not due to arrive home until 

the early hours of the following day. One of his sons went to Shipley Station to meet the 

party on their return and to give his father the sad news. 

This was the second time Mr Brogden had suffered from floods. He had moved to 

Ilkley in 1872 and had his premises in the old gas house yard, at the side of the Wharfedale 

Hotel. He had only been there for two or three months when a flood washed away all of his 

stock and tools, but the damage and loss were small compared with that of 1900. The new 

disaster meant virtual raw for the family. The yard and land adjoining the business was a 

mass of smashed carriages (Figure 3). The vehicles along with tools and equipment were left 

scattered amongst the other debris, and some of his account books were later found on the 

banks of the River Wharfe. The walls of the remaining buildings were left in an unsafe state 

and warning notices were fixed warning visitors not to go too near. 

Figure 3: Mr ßrogden's wrecked workshop 
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Immediately below Mr Brogden's property stood Chapel Lane with a row often old 

cottages, only three of which escaped damage. The water deposited a bank of earth and 

sand in the lane causing a dam to form and flood the cottages. The water reached half way 

up the kitchen walls and as furniture floated in the rooms or was washed out of the windows 

the inhabitants made a hasty retreat, with several having narrow escapes. These poor 

people, anxious not to lose their furniture, got ropes to lower themselves into the swelling 

current to save what they could, but without much success. The cottages were left in a 

terrible state. Mud filled the kitchens and was basked up against the broken windows. The 

Ilkley Free Press described the scene: 

Then you may seen kitchen dresser or a cupboard lying on the floor, or rather 

on the mud, for the floor is some feet below, and not many inches above the 

mud you may observe everything in its place on the mantle-pieces, as though 

miraculously surviving an earthquake. In one kitchen you may see, by 

stooping, and then looking up, an eight day clock still placidly ticking on the 

wall.' 

As the cottages were uninhabitable the residents were put up by friends and neighbours, or 

sought shelter in St Margaret's Hall. Outside in the lane the householders and their friends 

could be seen for several days rescuing their goods and scraping the mud off those that 

might still be serviceable. They could be seen washing and drying garments and other 

articles they managed to save, and this site was a form of amusement for the crowds of day 

trippers who visited the scene on Saturday and Sunday and through the following week. The 

sightseers, mainly women, came to the lane out of morbid curiosity, and some risked getting 

muddy dresses whilst trying to enter the submerged cottages. 

Further down Chapel Lane, Ellen Hudson and Joseph Cawood were trapped in their 

cottage by sin feet of water. By good luck, Benjamin Gommersall, a local joiner and builder, 

was passing and noticed their dire situation. He initially tried throwing a rope to the 

distressed people but as the current was too strong he tied the rope around his waist and 

waded in to the torrent. Despite the force of the water knocking him off his feet several 

times he eventually succeeded in getting hold of Mr Cawood and with the help of two 

bystanders managed to carry him back to safety. The rescue of Mrs Hudson was more 

difficult. She was standing on a kitchen table and the only way together to safety was 

through one of the windows. Taking a hammer and chisel Mr Gommersall was able to 

dismantle half of the window, but as soon as this was done the water rushed through 

carrying Mrs Hudson with it. Catching hold of her, he held her head above water whilst a 

rope was tied round her waist and she was polled to safety. The two old people, who were 

exhausted by their experience, and Mr Cawood, who suffered a cut and bruised head, were 

curried to safety and quickly recovered. In August the Ilkley Gazette announced that the 

Royal Humane Society had awarded their Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life to Mr 

Gommersall for his brave action on that day. 
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In Skipton Road the collapse of a wall avoided major damage to property, but this 

caused damage to buildings lower down the hill. Mr R. Prest, the greengrocer, suffered 

greatly as his house was built over the stream and thus received the full force of the water. 

Outhouses and buildings at the rear of his house were wrecked, the cellar was flooded and 

all the goods stored there were seen floating away down the stream. Mr Dalton, who kept 

the Skipton Road Post Office, also sustained severe financial loss. As his shop was inundated, 

Mrs Dalton, her son and her assistant were up to their waists collecting the cash and other 

valuables. But despite their efforts many stamps and printed forms were washed away along 

with clothing, furniture and other valuables. It was not only people that suffered. The wall of 

a stable was swept away along with two horses which were stabled there. Luckily both were 

rescued although one was stuck in the River Wharfe for sixteen hours before it was rescued, 

bruised and exhausted. 

The last place to suffer damage from this stream was the pleasure gardens belonging 

to Mr Wray which were situated close to where the stream entered the Wharfe. The whole 

of the grounds were inundated with water leaving a thick layer of mud once it receded. The 

flood rushed into the pavilion and aviaries destroying many of the birds. The main road to 

the gardens was covered with sand and large boulders and littered amongst them was an 

array of furniture and dead animals. A large amount of debris swept into the river, which 

was about five feet deep at that point. The deposits were so large that sand banks were 

formed along the length of the gardens, preventing any further boating until they were 

cleared. For most of the following week Mr Wray employed a small army of men to remove 

the mud from the gardens, the pavilion and the basement of his house (Figure 4). 

Figure 4: Entrance to Wrap's Pleasure Gardens, Bridge Lane 
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Mill Ghyll 

The next source of major flooding was Mill Ghyll which was transformed into a wild surge of 

water washing down great masses of rocks and boulders, depositing them on the paths and 

roads below. Such was the force that the rush of water cut a new channel some thirty feet 

deep. As it rushed down the hillside towards Wells Road its force was sufficient to destroy 

parts of the roadway throwing up large sections of the asphalt covering. The Royal Hotel was 

next to suffer with its newly planted gardens being washed away and left with a covering of 

sand, stones and assorted rubbish. The staff of the hotel managed to prevent any great 

damage to the interior of the building by placing boards across doorways and sweeping with 

brooms to divert the knee deep water. The stream smashed the pipes supplying the Brook 

Street fountain and destroyed several rustic bridges. Most of the houses in Wells Road, 

Riddings Road and Parish Ghyll Road suffered flooded basements. 

As the flood reached Brook Street many of the shops were lucky and avoided major 

damage with their only major expense being the cost of clearing away water from their 

basements. Indeed one of the shopkeepers, a Mr T. J. Critchley, on being asked the amount 

of damage he had suffered, replied, 'Three farthings'. There were losses however, and Mr 

W. A. Johnson, confectioner, suffered major flooding to his cellar and bake house. The five 

feet of water and mud ruined a large amount of stock. He managed to get several bags of 

flour out of harm's way but in doing so he lost his footing and fell backwards into the water. 

As well as the loss of his stock he also incurred financial loss of trade by being unable to 

supply his customers. The cellars of the Crescent Hotel were flooded, but as the stock of 

wines and spirits were stored on high shelves little damage was done. Even a few bottles of 

champagne found floating in the cellars were found to be undamaged and their contents 

unaffected. The main damage in Brook Street was to the street itself. A culvert ran down the 

centre of the road but was far too small to deal with the flood coming down from the moors. 

The force of the water was so great that the culvert burst, ripping through the road surface 

in three places (Figure 5). 

Figure 5 Brook Street 
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As the water reached Leeds Road the stables of Mr Hampshire, greengrocer, were 

flooded endangering the lives of his horses. Mr Hampshire was so concerned for their safety 

that he offered a reward to anyone who would rescue them. Several men were ready to take 

up this offer and were eventually successful in saving the lives of the animals. 

The yard between the Wharfedale and Star hotels was a particularly dangerous place 

to be in the storm. The force of water surged into the yard knocking down the walls of 

several outhouses before rushing into the neighbouring Gas Yard just as  Mr Raynor was 

leaving his shop. Knocked off his feet he was swept into the house of the Rose family. 

Regaining his feet Raynor quickly took control of the situation and ordered the panicking 

family upstairs where they shouted for help. Their cries were eventually heard by neighbours 

who managed to balance a plank on the bedroom window and a wall opposite and 

encouraged the terrified family to make the perilous crossing. They eventually reached 

safety but had the distressing sight of seeing all their possessions washed away. Local 

blacksmith John Hardy was at work in his blacksmith's shop shoeing a horse when the water 

roared in, cutting off his access to the door. Luckily he had the presence of mind to make a 

hole in the roof and so escape. The horse was not so lucky but eventually escaped unharmed 

after having to swim in the flooded shop for several hours. 

The old shops and houses in Church Street suffered greatly. The buildings were 

blocked up to their windows with sand and mud and filled inside with water. After the flood 

receded many shopkeepers left their premises to set up business elsewhere rather than try 

to restore their damaged premises. 

The roaring torrents caused great problems later in the day when it was time for 

school children to return home from their lessons. Many were stranded on one side of the 

streams in Bridge Street, Cunliffe Road and Brook Street, staring at their parents standing on 

the other side and wondering how they were going to get home. After waiting for the 

torrents to subside somewhat several men rolled up their trousers as high as possible while 

a few others donned bathing costumes and waded across the streams carrying children on 

their shoulders. The Ilkley Free Press reported that: 'Some cried piteously during transit, as if 

they were being conveyed to their doom. Others were delighted with the ride, and the novel 

experience of crossing familiar streets flooded with water'.2 Local tradesmen also came to 

the rescue, using their horses and carts to carry the children across the streams. But as an 

example of how dangerous it could be, one man had his trap washed away only rescuing his 

horse with great difficulty. 

Bacicstone Beck 

The force of the water rushing down this narrow sided beck transformed it completely. Great 

masses of rock and tons of earth were torn away widening the ravine considerably. At the 

head of the beck severe damage was done to a reservoir which had recently been 

completed, and the Ilkley Gazette commented that the damage 'lays bare workmanship 

anything but creditable to the contractor who had its construction in hand, and likewise 

-19-



explains pretty clearly its inability to hold water.' The surging water continued down 

towards Ben Rhydding Road, uprooting trees and growing in intensity; a large part of the 

roadway collapsed and was washed away. This damage contributed to the collapse of the 

road bridge leaning only small parts of the stone work standing. Below the bridge stood Mr 

Davis' Wharfedale School, which was next to feel the full force of the flood. Tons of earth 

was deposited in wounds several feet high. There were also masses of boulders and stone 

from the bridge, and large trees which were left in total confusion in the area that had once 

been neat terraces and lawns. Nearby was the property of Mr Maurice Dobson, a well known 

poultry breeder and exhibitor. All of his hen houses were washed away along with many of 

his expensive show birds. The torrent, some thirty feet wide in places, continued to sweep 

down the steep hillside flooding many other houses and depositing more mountains of 

debris as it made its way to the Wharfe. 

Hebers Ghyll 

As there were fewer houses along the course of this stream the destruction of property was 

much less. However the Ghyll itself was transformed by the flood. Almost all of the attractive 

rustic bridges were washed away as were many of the footpaths. Although the raging flood 

scoured the course of the stream, leaving it much deeper and precipitous, the Ilkley Free 

Press thought that its wild beauty may have been enhanced. At the foot of the Ghyll the 

surging water washed away a substantial stone bridge, leaving only sections of iron railings 

suspended in mid air. Apart from damaging several outhouses, washing away gardens and 

destroying crops on adjoining farmland, little more damage occurred on the course of this 

stream. 

The Aftermath 

Following the publication of the news in local newspapers there was a rush of visitors to 

Ilkley. The Ilkley Free Press thought that this could be a lasting benefit to the town as the 

crowds, intent on obtaining the best views of the devastation, flocked to various moorland 

sites that the ordinary tripper never thought to visit. The local reporter stated that, 'Many 

who flocked to Ilkley were heard to say that they had no idea Ilkley was such a pretty place'. 

In the days following the flood the crowds came by train, road, and on foot. There were so 

many travellers by train that Otley Station ran out of tickets and had to resort to issuing an 

adult with two child's tickets to get round the problem. The trains were full to capacity with 

as many people as possible squeezed into each compartment, but even so extra trains were 

needed to meet the demand. The Clerk to the Council, Mr. F. Hall, likened the scene to a 

Bank Holiday when 10,000 to 15,000 trippers visited the town. All through the weekend, 

crowds strolled along Chapel Lane and Myddleton Terrace, the scenes of the worst 

devastation. The visitors, 'morbid-loving trippers', as the Leeds Mercury described them, 

were anxious to collect any souvenir of the event. 'One young lady gave a shilling for a work 

of fiction of the gilt-edged, goody-goody type, which looked as though it had, like the 
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alligator, wallowed in unfathomable mud.0 One man even 'begged for a screw from the 

coffin" of the unfortunate Mr Brogden. Many of the trippers could be seen rummaging 

through the waste tips outside houses and tradesmen's premises looking for mementos and 

'In some few cases not a few articles of value that were unnoticed amongst the mud, have 

been secured by those to whom dirty hands were a matter of small consequence'.6 

Many visitors and local residents felt great compassion for those affected by the flood. 

A number of local ladies were quick to place collecting sheets at various points around the 

town and arranged for responsible people to supervise them so that sympathisers would 

know that their donations would be properly distributed. During the following Saturday, 

Sunday and Monday the contributions of copper coins amounted to over £100. On the 

Monday night the Chairman of the District Council convened a meeting to formally 

inaugurate a fund for the sufferers. It was well attended and it was announced that the sum 

taken from the collecting sheets then totalled £500. A committee was formed to arrange 

further collections and to administer the fund. Various worthies of the town were elected to 

the committee and there was lengthy debate on whether or not to include any ladies. One 

speaker thought 'it very necessary that ladies should be on the committee, because there 

were many losses that had been sustained of which ladies alone were able to judge'. Another 

gentleman considered, 'that one lady was worth three gentlemen ova committee of this 

sort'. However, Mr. Frederick Steinthal, leading worsted merchant, stated, 'The chief 

business of the committee would he the distribution of the money and that the ladies did not 

wish to have anything to do with it. They would work just the same as if they were on it.' 

Mr Fletcher seconded this remark stating: 'if the ladies were placed on the committee the 

men would leave pretty nearly the whole of the work to them.' When put to the vote it was 

decided not to include ladies on the main committee but they should be invited to join sub-

committees on which their services were likely to be of most benefit.' 

A wide range of people were anxious to offer their support in raising money. Many 

went around the town collecting money from the many trippers, while the Ilkley Town Band 

played its part and gave a series of concerts at the top of Brook Street at the weekend to 

raise funds, and Mr Howarth's company of Pierrots donated the proceeds of a concert they 

gave in the grounds of Ilkley Hall. A large quantity of clothing was collected and taken to St 

Margaret's Hall for sorting. Items were sold to the sufferers for a very small amount, the 

money being added to the general fund. 

The inquest into the death of Alfred Brogden was held in the District Offices on 

Saturday 14 July, when questions were raised into the cause of the building's collapse and 

the subsequent death. Witnesses stated that they were not sure if the force of water was the 

cause of the collapse or if the building had been hit by lightning. However, the lightning was 

dismissed as  cause, with general agreement being that the major reason for the disaster 

was that the foundations of the building were much too near to the brook. Testimony having 

been given that water rushed against the walls every time the stream was in full spate. The 

funeral took place on the following Monday. At 2.00 p.m. the cortege left his parent's house 
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in Bolton Bridge Road and made its way to St. Margaret's Church followed by a large number 

of mourners in carriages and on foot. Following the service the coffin was borne through the 

streets, lined with people, to its final resting place in the town cemetery. 

The District Council lost no time in preparing to repair the damage caused by the 

flood. After contacting the Local Government Board an engineering inspector was dispatched 

to the town. Mr Willcocks, the engineer, duly arrived in Ilkley on the Tuesday after the storm 

and immediately started his investigations, meeting with the Council the following day to 

obtain various statistics and information. The Council's estimate of the cost of damage for 

which it was responsible came to £11,000 and Mr Willcocks thought there mould be no 

problems in allowing the Council to borrow the money without delay. This sum, of course, 

was just the estimate for repairing the damage that the Council was responsible for. It took 

no note of the considerable damage to private property and it was later estimated that the 

total cost of damage to public and private property would be around £25,000 but could be as 

high as £40,000. 

Action to return the town to some normality began immediately, with the clearing of 

tons of rock, boulders, sand and road material from the main roads as the first priority. Every 

day carts were busy clearing away the debris. To give an idea of the magnitude of the task, 

from one house at the bottom of Church Street thirty tons of rubbish was removed, while 

seventy two loads of similar material were carried away from the pavement at the front of 

the building. Very soon most of the main roads were back to normal despite many rough and 

broken surfaces still bearing testimony to the force of nature. There was widespread concern 

a little over a week after the flood when another violent thunderstorm took place. Many 

householders again experienced flooded cellars and basements mainly due to the debris 

from the previous storm still blocking culverts and drains. 

Ilkley has been fortunate to avoid a repetition of this disaster since the severe conditions 

have never recurred. However, the improvements made to culverts and drains in the area 

also made a major contribution to safety. But as we become more used to further frequent 

heavy downfalls perhaps Ilkley residents should anxiously look up to the moors when skies 

darken and the lightning begins. 
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BRADFORD'S FORGOTTEN INDUSTRY: 

COPPERAS MANUFACTURE IN DENHOLME 

By Jean K Brown & Derek Barker 

One of the authors (J.K.8.)first encountered the word copperas during the 19905 while 

researching the history of her house. She noticed that among Thornton tradesmen listed in 

Baines' West Riding directory for 1822 was 'Edward Townend - copperos maker.' Hoeing no 

clue what this job involved she decided to find out. Many hours spent in archive offices, 

libraries, and searching the Internet, helped to explain what copperas was, how it was 

produced, for what it was used, and who in Denholme manufactured it. 

The Chemistry of Copperas 

Copperas has no connection with the metal copper but is a compound of iron, once known 

as green vitriol or ferrous sulphate. Its modern chemical name is iron sulphate heptahydrate 

)FeSOa.7HaO). Copperas can be produced by the oxidation of iron disulphide (pyrite, FeSa), 

also known as iron pyrites, brass lumps, gold stones, fool's gold, or marcasite, in which form 

it is used forjewellery. When copperas is heated it decomposes, one product being sulphur 

trioxide which, when dissolved in water, produces the important industrial chemical 

sulphuric acid. Copperas, like alum, was important in cloth dyeing processes. For centuries 

both these substances were produced in countries controlled by the Catholic Church which 

imposed export duties and thus provided the papacy with regular income. The papal 

monopoly was eventually broken and the British production of alum and copperas marked 

the beginning of the domestic chemical industry. 

The nature of the evidence available 

Both the alum and copperas industries are missing from the CBA's excellent handbook on 

industrial archaeology.' The only good modern account of traditional copperas production 

we know of is that of Allen et al.a Much of the other available evidence applies to the south 

of England.5 At various times works existed all over Britain, this being indicated by place 

name evidence: Copperas Hill in Liverpool, Copperas Road in Colchester, Copperas Point in 

Chichester Harbour, Copperas House Terrace in Todmorden, and Copperas Buy on the Stour 

estuary in Essex. Locally it is important to remember that until 1865 Denholme was part of 

the manor of Thornton. Ordnance Survey (Os) maps of the area exist for 1852 and the 1890s 

but this long interval allowed industrial works to be founded, to flourish, and to fail without 

really troubling the surveyors. (Figure 1) Copperas production was linked to coal seams but 

at best traces of disused coal workings are identified as 'old pits' on early OS maps, or may 

not feature on any map at all. The Bradford Local Studies Library, West Yorkshire Archive 

Service (WYAS( and Wakefield Registry of Deeds have leases, deeds and trade directories 

which provide the names of contemporary manufacturers. The census reports between 
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1851 and 1881 have been consulted, and the Bradford Observer, Leeds Mercury and London 

Gazette provided newspaper evidence. 

From trade directory evidence it is clear that in this region, between 1822-1854, 

copperas was being mode at Denholme, Hunslet, Birstall, Huddersfield, Elland, Southowram 

and Todmoden as well as in the cities of Manchester and Liverpool.a Nineteenth century 

historian William Cudworth, writing about Denholme, recorded that an extensive coal seam 

was then being worked by Messrs. Townend of Cullingworth and that in parts of this Hard 

Bed coal 'quantities of iron pyrites were to be found'.' Although Cudworth stated that the 

process of converting pyrite into sulphuric acid was carried on at Denholme, and elsewhere 

along the line of the seam's outcrop, he omitted to say that both copperas works, Field Head 

and Denholme Gate, were associated with the Horsfall family. 

The Early History of Copperas in Britain 

Is contemporary Catholic eyes Queen Elizabeth I was an illegitimate heretic who had an 

uncomfortable relationship with the papacy. One Pope tried to damage her prosperity by 

cutting off supplies of minerals which her subjects were accustomed to obtain from other 

countries, but crafty Elizabeth found a way round the sanctions. A book called De Re 

Metollico written by Georgius Agricola (1556) described how alum was being made is Spain, 

Holland, and Germany, and later in England. In her efforts to encourage home industries, 

and escape the taxation to the Pope, Queen Elizabeth invited over 'certain foreign chymistes' 

and 'Dutch mynerall men' and gave them special grants to induce them to 'settle in these 

realms'. Among them was Cornelius De Vos to whom was granted the privilege of 'mining 

and digging is our Realm of England for allom and copperas'. What De Vos accomplished is 

not recorded, but the first alum production on a considerable scale seems to have been in 

Yorkshire, by one Thomas Chaloner, about 1608. De Vos was supposed to have seduced 

workmen from the Pope's alum works at Tolfa, for which he was cursed with all the weight 

of the Church. Is Elizabeth's reign copperas production in Kent, Sussex and Dorset involved 

collecting pyrite nodules from suitable sea shores where they formed an accessory mineral 

in the great chalk deposits. 

The manufacture of copperas 

The basis of the copperas process was the very slow oxidation of iron (II) sulphide (pyrite), 

using atmospheric oxygen and rain water, to form impure iron (II) sulphate and sulphuric 

acid.' The sulphuric acid so produced was then reacted with metallic iron. These reactions 

can be represented by the equations: 

2FeSa + 7O +2H20 -->  2FeSOa + 2H0S00 

Fe + H2SO4 4 FeSO0 + H2 

The initial oxidation reaction was not pure inorganic chemistry but involved bacteria that 

thrive in what would appear to be a hostile and acidic environment.' This fact was unknown 

to the copperas manufacturers and need not be described further in what is essentially an 

historical account. The prerequisites for the commercial process were access to cheap fuel 
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and a plentiful supply of the mineral. As well as in chalk pyrite nodules occur in Eocene clay 

deposits, such as in bands of London clay in the Thames basin. The manufacture of copperas 

has been described in detail by Ailen.a It involved pyrite nodules being placed in clay-lined 

timber tanks which, at the excavated site (Tankerton Bay, Whitstable, Kent) were found to 

measure about twelve feet deep, fifteen feet wide, and at least a hundred yards long. Pyrite 

nodules were exposed to the weather for several years, during which time a weak solution 

of sulphuric acid and iron sulphate seeped from them. The resultant liquor was boiled for up 

to twenty days in large lead-lined receptacles with quantities of additional scrap iron to 

increase the final yield. As the volume was reduced by evaporation, more liquor was added. 

When the resulting liquid was deemed to be sufficiently concentrated it was tapped off into 

a cooling tank where it remained for up to fifteen days. On cooling, the copperas crystallised 

at the bottom and sides of the tank, reaching a depth of around five inches. At some 

copperas works bundles of twigs were placed in the tank to promote crystallisation. The 

remaining solution was drained into a second tank and eventually reboiled. Crystals were 

collected, heated to melting point, and poured into moulds; finally the resulting cakes were 

packed into barrels for transport. 

In The Journeys nice/jo Fiennes 1685-1703 the author describes the process which she 

saw when visiting Brownsea Island in Dorset: 

they gather the stones and place them on the ground raised like beds in 

gardens, rows one above the other, and are all shelving so that the raine 

dissolves the stones and it draines down into trenches and pipes made to 

receive and convey it to the house. That is fitted with iron panns foursquare 

and of a pretty depth at least twelve yards over. They place iron spikes in the 

panns full of branches, and so as the liquor boy/es to a candy it hangs on those 

branches. 1 50 some taken up. It look't like vast bunches of grapes, the 

cullour of the Copperace not being much differing. It lookes c/care like sugar-

candy, so when the water is boy/ed to a candy they take it out and replenish 

the panns with more liquor. There are great furnaces under, that keep all the 

panns boyling. It was a large room or building with severall of these large 

pans. They do add old iron and nailes to the Copperas Stones. 

It cannot be guaranteed that an identical process was adopted in Denholrne since no 

detailed description is available, however a deed of 1874 mentions boiling puns and 

crystallising cisterns which is highly suggestive. 50 Figure 2 is an element of the detailed plans 

of a copperas works at Harrington Hill, Cumbria which can be studied on-line. 11 

The uses of copperas 

Copperas was a valuable material with a variety of uses. It was necessary for the 

manufacture of iron gall ink, which was used from the medieval period until the end of the 

eighteenth century. 12 It could also be employed as a leather tanning agent. Less acceptably 
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it was hinted that copperas was sometimes used to darken tea leaves by unscrupulous 

traders. The most important quality of copperas for nineteenth century textile 

manufacturers in Bradford must have been that it 'saddened' and 'fixed' wool dyes. Because 

it prevented the colour from washing out or fading copperas became an essential part of 

the black dyeing process, especially for woollen cloth in conjunction with log-wood 

imported from South America. Copperas was also needed for the 'china blue' process of 

indigo dyeing. Some of the complaints about fish disappearing from rivers where dyers 

discharged their effluent could be blamed on copperas residues. In the eighteenth century 

copperas was also required for the production of sulphuric acid (vitriol). Before the 

invention of more modern processes this important chemical could be produced by the 

thermal decomposition of copperas to give iron (Ill) oxide and the two sulphur oxides: 

2 FeSO3 -) Fe2O3 + SO2 + SO 

Sulphur trioxide was reacted with water to produce sulphuric acid. In 1845 green copperas 

was selling for £41101- per hundredweight. 13 By 1863 unspecified varieties of copperas cost 

52/6 per ton.la The metric tonne is approximately equal to the imperial ton. In modern 

money, over a twenty year period, the price of copperas per ton had fallen from £40.00 to 

£2.62. This change may have reflected cheaper methods of sulphuric acid manufacture. 

Copperas manufacture could be dangerous; occasional accidents happened like one 

reported in 1814.15 'A fine boy, about ten years of age, son of Mrs Grime, of Exley, near 

Halifax, on Wednesday the l2' inst., while the servants were at dinner, went into the 

Copperas-house, and imprudently walked on the edge of the pan, and fell into the boiling 

contents. He immediately got out, without assistance, and was found by the men a most 

shocking spectacle; medical assistance was instantly sent for, but without effect; he expired 

about 5 o'clock, to the great grief of his disconsolate mother.' No similar tragedies are 

known to have occurred at either of the Denholrne works. 

Coal Measures Geology 

The city of Bradford is built on a series of rocks called, from their most famous constituent, 

the Coal Measures. Mining communities at Shipley, Heaton, Wrose, Thornton and Baildon 

Moor were at the north-western edge of the great Yorkshire & East Midlands coal field. The 

coal-forming plants grew in tropical Carboniferous 'forests' 300 million years ago. Coal is 

now present in thin seams between which are thicker layers of sandstone, mudstone, and 

shale. Miners gave coal seams names such as Hard Bed, Soft Bed or Better Bed. In hilly areas 

shallow seams could be reached by driving in horizontal tunnels, called drifts or day holes. 

Deeper seams were accessed by vertical shafts. Associated minerals, like stone and fire-clay, 

were also of economic value. Pyrite ('brass lumps') was found in some coals which 

accounted for the development of the copperas industry in West Yorkshire and Cumbria. As 

described the percolation of water through this material, in the presence of oxygen, 

produces sulphuric acid and orange coloured iron oxide. The resulting 'ochre water' 

pollution indicates that a watercourse is draining disused mine workings; a local example 
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maybe seen with Heaton Woods. The coal known as the Hard Bed or Ganister Coal is one 

example of a Bradford seam containing pyrite. A good modern source of geology 

information is Stephens et A detailed nineteenth century description of the whole 

Yorkshire coal field is Green & Russel 1.17 Neither publication mentions copperas manufacture 

but they confirm that Bradford's nineteenth century iron-smelting industry, at Bowling and 

Low Moor, took its ironstone from the Black Bed which was far higher in the coal seam 

sequence than the Hard Bed. 

The Denholme Copperas Works at Field Head 

Copperas making was carried on in Denholme during much of the nineteenth century, but 

the industry seems to have been forgotten almost as soon as it ceased, perhaps because it 

employed such a tiny workforce. Sites where it is known to have occurred are no longer 

visible, and no business records have been traced. Pyrite is present in the Hard Bed seam 

which runs through Denholme and across the western end of Thornton manor, extending 

beyond Halifax in the direction of Huddersfield. Coal containing pyrite has a brassy 

appearance and is considered inferior as fuel, so the copperas trade provided a potential 

side-line for some colliery owners. 

In 1612 Richard Horsfall of Oxenhope had bought 120 acres of land at Whiteshaw in 

Denholme. His descendants were able to buy more land and by the end of the eighteenth 

century there were Horsfalls in Denholme, Haworth, Halifax, Oxenhope, Clayton, Thornton, 

and neighbouring villages. In December 1755 Mary, one of the daughters of Thomas Horsfall 

of Denholme, married John Hirst of Brightwaters, Clayton Heights. John and Mary's son, 

Thomas Hirst, was born in June 1756 and in January 1788 he in turn married Mercy, 

daughter of William Townend of Cullingworth Fields. A deed dated 12 September 1791 

recorded a grant of land in Denholme from the Horsfalls to Thomas Hirst of Denholme and 

Simeon Townend of Cullingworth. 18 This property lies alongside Trough Lane, about a 

quarter of a mile west of the present garden centre. A rivulet or gutter of water mentioned 

might have been Milking Hole Beck. Robert Horsfall, probably the youngest son of Thomas 

Horsfall of Denholme, married an unidentified woman called Mary. The birth on 11 October 

1779 of one of their sons, another Robert, was recorded at Kipping Chapel. The inscription 

on the gravestone of the younger man in the yard of St. Paul's church, Denholme Gate 

described him as Robert Horsfall of the Copperas Works, Foreside, who died on 11 January 

1854 in his 7755 year. Another Robert Horsfall may have been a close relative; when his 

children were baptised at Denholme Wesleyan Chapel their father's profession was given as 

'coperas colear' and the family address was Back Lane, Denholme. Their son Timothy (1811-

1879) was a 'coperas manufacturer' when he married at Bradford parish church in 

November 1836. Exactly when either of the copperas works first opened is not known. 

Sketch maps drawn in 1800 of Thornton fields recorded land in Denholme at Lower White 

Shaw, Edge End, and Carr which belonged to Thomas Horsfall, as did coal mines in parts of 

Whiteshaw. 55 They showed that at the most northerly end of Denholme John Hirst owned 

and occupied Booth House where there was a 'Hirst coalmine'. Thomas Hirst owned and 
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occupied Lower House, and Copperas House of which one of the attached fields was 

significantly called 'Copperashouse field & Brasslumpbed'. John Hirst died in 1803. When his 

son Thomas died in September 1819 his widow Mercy's nephew, Edward Townend, took 

over the management of Field Head copperas works, which explains why he was listed as a 

copperas maker among Thornton tradesmen named in Baines' 1822 trade directory. Pigot's 

trade directory of 1834 listed 'Hirst and Townend' as copperas manufacturers in Denholme, 

but White's trade directory of 1837 named only Edward Townend. The 1841 census showed 

him living in Denholme at Field Head Hall and gave his profession as  worsted spinner. Next 

door at Copperas House lived Timothy Horsfall, copperas maker, with his wife Betty and 

their children. When the 1851 census was taken Edward Townend had moved to the Nook in 

Cullingworth which was close to his family's spinning business, but Timothy and Betty 

Horsfall were still at Copperas House near Field Head, next to the Denholme Pottery run by 

the Catherall family who had moved there from Soil Hill. In 1851 Timothy Horsfall called 

himself a copperas manufacturer though nobody else in his household followed that trade. 

White's 1853 trade directory still showed Edward Townend as a copperas manufacturer and 

farmer at Denholme, though his lengthy obituary in 1884 made no mention of a connection 

with the copperas trade but explained how he had become fully responsible for the family 

spinning business at Cullingworth Mill following the deaths of two of his brothers in 1837 

and 1844.20 

In 1861 William Pickles, a farmer of thirty-four acres, and his wife Sarah Pickles were 

living at Field Head House in Denholme. Timothy Horsfall was a copperas manufacturer who 

lived at Copperas Works, Denholme. The London Gazette reported dissolution of the 

partnership between William Pickles and Timothy Horsfall, after which date their copperas 

business at Denholme would be carried on by Timothy alone.m The 1871 census showed that 

Timothy Horsfall, aged 58, now lived at Field Head House, Buck Denholme. He employed 

three men to help him as farmer of 73 acres and a copperas maker. Timothy Horsfall died in 

October 1879 at Field Head House .22 The 1881 census showed his son Ezra, aged 28 and 

single, living at Copperas House with his unmarried sister Hannah. Above the entry stating 

Ezra's profession as copperas maker was lightly scribbled 'rnf chemist', which must mean 

manufacturing chemist. 

A series of deeds held by the West Yorkshire Registry at Wakefield indicate the decline 

of the copperas works at Field Head. Mortgages were raised in 1885, involving the names of 

Ezra Horsfall and 'Isaac Holden late of Corbeal in France, Merchant, but now of Oakworth 

House parish Keighley, Esq., M.P., and Hannah Pickles of Manninghani' together with 

Bradford Old Bank Ltd.23 There was a newspaper report in 1885 to the effect that Messrs T.S. 

Best & Harris had offered Denholme property for sale by auction at Leuchter's Restaurant.za 

Apparently lot one included the Denholme Pottery Works and Potoven Farm. This lot was 

withdrawn when bids only reached £700. Lot two was the Copperas Works adjoining 

together with four fields which the report claimed had been sold to Thornton colliery owner 

John Overend Wood for £555. Lot three was Booth House Farm plus about forty-six acres of 

land which was bought by a Mr Fraser for £1,140. The newspaper might have got its 
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geography wrong since a deed of 1886 revealed that John Overend Wood had actually 

become owner of four closes of land forming part of Black Edge Bottom Farm at Denholme 

Gate as well as other land called Copperas Field, Nook Field, Laithe, Little Field, Brewery 

Field, Hunter Hill and the Croft.as Mr. Wood already owned the Denholme Gate brewery and 

Clough House on its north side. 

Neither of the copperas works were sold at Leuchter's Restaurant but three years later 

another sale advertisement for Denholme Copperas Works described: 

the following valuable Freehold and Leasehold property, viz, all that dwelling 

house with the Copperas Works thereto, containing also 4 closes of land 

adjoining thereto and containing (including a moiety of Pot Oven Lone solar 

as the some is coextensive therewith) now in the occupation of Ezra Horsfoll 

the owner. (.1 the house and Copperas Works and land thereabouts are 
leasehold for a term of 200 years from the twelfth Day of September 1791 at 

an annual rent of El. 7.0 but no rent has been paid for upwards 0120 years; 

the land contained a valuable bed of stone, and there is also the right of a 

supply of water from a cistern in Booth House Estate'." 

This advertisement had been placed on behalf of Sarah Pickles of Denholme Gate, widow, 

and Ezra Horsfall of Denholme, copperas manufacturer, who registered the sale of this land 

to Mr. Foster of the Brow in Denholme on 2 November 1888. Confirmation that it was once 

occupied by Thomas Hirst and Simeon Townend is provided by reference lathe grant made 

to them by the Horsfalls on 12 September 1791. This sale marked the closure of the Field 

Head copperas works.25 Most sales of larger West Riding copperas works included steam 

engines, presumably used for pumping liquid, but neither of the Denholme works appear to 

have been so equipped. 

The Denholme Gate Copperas Works 

The other copperas works was further south at Denholme Gate. When Thornton's wastes 

and commons were enclosed in 1771 an accompanying plan showed that a new intake 

numbered 57 had been awarded to Abraham Brooksbank and allotment number 58 next to 

it was awarded to Joseph Hollings. Sketch maps drawn in 1800 by field surveyors showed 

that plot 57 had changed hands and now belonged to Jonas Hardy.28 Ownership of plot 

number 58 had descended to Matthew Hollings. An indenture dated May 1804 recorded 

that ownership of the plot had next passed to Matthew's sister Ann Hollings, who had since 

died, so her executor agreed to sell it to John Ogden of Denholme, yeoman.29 

On 21 September 1805 a group of local men decided to embark upon a new venture. 

They signed an agreement about becoming co-partners in the business of copperas making 

under the name of Firth, Horsfall & Ogden.30 One was John Schofield Firth a substantial local 

landowner who lived at Kipping House, Thornton. In March 1808 an indenture concerning 

land exchange was signed by John Schofield Firth and his partners. The property concerned 
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was described as an 'enclosure or parcel of land, formerly Thornton Commons on enclosure 

award map number 57; the roessuages, cottages, barns, and other buildings on it plus tithes 

of corn grain hay and grass adjoins on east side the turnpike road leading from Denholme 

Gate to Halifax-.` in 1823 the copperas works was offered to be let or sold with immediate 

possession: 'all that valuable Copperas-House, and about Twenty Acres of land, together 

with the Boilers, Coolers, and other Implements belonging thereto, situate at Denholme 

Gate, in the Parish of Bradford, and only about 5 Miles distant from Halifax. The said 

Copperas house is in full work, the Bed is very extensive, the Brass Lumps are of a very 

superior quality'.tm 

According to Pigot's trade directory of 1829 for Halifax, Ogden & Co. had copperas 

works in Denholme where the Ogden family owned several coal pits in southern sections of 

Whiteshaw. In August 1833 an indenture was drawn up between John Garnett Horsfall of 

Bradford, [sq., cotton spinner (son of Timothy Horsfall of Goitstock), with the Rex James 

Clarke Franks of Huddersfield and his wife Elizabeth (daughter of John Schofield Firth), and 

on the other part John Ogden of Ossett, coal merchant; Joshua Hard [sic] of Bradford, 

gentleman, and his wife Mary; together with Thomas Horsfall of Bradford, [sq., and Joseph 

Poster of Denholme Gate, shopkeeper. The transaction involved 'a piece of ground 

comprising the entire frontage of a certain field or close of ground situate at Denholme 

Gate, called the Copperas Field or Lower Hunter Hill Field.tm 

The 1841 census showed that Copperas House, Denholme Gate, was occupied by 

sixty year-old Robert Horsfall and his family. The copperas works was near a group of 

cottages called Manuel Row followed by Knowles' brewery. Robert Horsfall was still making 

copperas in 1851. When he died in 1854 Robert was buried in the yard of St Paul's church, 

Denholme, where his gravestone described him as being of Copperas Works, Foreside. The 

tradition of copperas making in this branch of the Horsfall family ended with Robert's death. 

The 1861 census made no mention of Copperas House but did reveal that Abraham Naylor, 

aged sixty and born at Birstall, lived at Over Road. Abraham and his twenty year-old son 

James were copperas makers. They had moved away by 1871 when Copperas House at 

Denholme Gate was occupied by copperas maker Ackroyd Atkinson and his family. A year 

later, in December 1872, John Clark Winter of Liverpool and William Horsfall Pickles of Field 

Head House, Denholme, sold part of a close called Copperas Field.sa 

In the summer of 1874 William Horsfall Pickles, copperas manufacturer and farmer, 

took out a mortgage with Isaac Holden of Wiganthorpe in the parish of Terrington, 

Yorkshire.as The property used as security was: 

all that piece or parcel of ground in the south east corner and formerly port of 

the close called Copperas Field, late in possession of John Ogden and bought 

by him from Joseph Hollings ... a building commonly known as Copperas House 

port of which is now occupied as dwelling house with small building at north 

east corner thereof plus all other buildings on this ground ... all the Boiling 

Pans, Crystalizing Cisterns, and all other fixtures tools implements and utensils 

now on the premises used or appertaining to the carrying on of the copperas 

works there. 
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William Horsfall Pickles' wife Sarah died, and in March 1877 he was married again to 

Elizabeth Fletcher. The marriage certificate gave his address as West Road, Thornton, and 

his occupation as copperas maker. By 1881 the description of the Denholme Gate copperas 

works had changed. At a chemical works alongside the Halifax to Keighley road lived the 

same Ackroyd Atkinson who now called himself a labourer at chemical works, where his son 

Greenwood Atkinson was employed as an assistant. The 1881 census showed William 

Horsfall Pickles and his second wife Elizabeth living on West Lane in Thornton at the lodge of 

Upper Mill, which by then was owned by the Peel Brothers but managed by George 

Townend who lived nearby in a fine (now demolished) house called Woodlands. William 

Horsfall Pickles called himself a 'copperas manufacturer (manuf. cht.('. Although his stated 

age and birthplace of Cullingworth were different from census entries recorded for William 

Pickles at Field Head in 1851 and 1861 there can be little doubt that he was the same man. 

In 1882 an auction sale advertised the works as 'being important to dye manufacturers, 

brewers, and others'.36 On offer was: 

copperas works, at Denholme Gate, in the occupation of Mr. William Pickles, 

the owner, and hoeing on extensive frontage to the Halifax and Keighley road. 

The premises have every opplionce for carrying on the manufacture of 

copperos, including all necessary plant, with copperas beds, dam, buildings, 

house, vacant land, and conveniences. There is  spring of splendid water, and 

the premises are readily adaptable for a brewery. A large quantity of copperas 

liquor on the premises will be included in the sale. 

The same newspaper reported on the following day how bidding began at £300 but only 

advanced to £369, at which point the property was withdrawn. Deeds dated May and 

September of the following year show that a buyer had been found when William Horsfall 

Pickles, copperas manufacturer and farmer of Field Head House in Denholme, signed an 

indenture with William Edward Winter of the Grammar School, Lichfield, Staffordshire and 

Anna Winter of Liverpool, widow. Anna Winter became owner of Copperas House and parts 

of the Copperas Field.37 Brief genealogical investigation revealed that Mrs Anna Winter had 

been born in Haworth but married John Clark Winter from Barnsley, who was established as 

a grocer on New Street in Thornton by 1851. The grocery business must have been 

profitable because John and Anna's son, William Edward Winter, born in Thornton during 

1852, was admitted to St John's College, Cambridge in 1872. He was subsequently ordained 

and became headmaster of Tideswell Grammar School in Derbyshire and then, in 1882, of 

Lichfield Grammar School. The 1891 census of Thornton did not mention copperas or 

chemical works at Denholme Gate but did include a terrace of five cottages called Copperas 

Row. By 1901 the name of Copperas House had been revived and George Wilson, a stone 

quarryman, was living there. There is still a Copperas House but traces of the works have 

been virtually destroyed by more recently built housing. 
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The manufacture of sulphuric acid and the end of the copperas industry 

The copperas industry flourished throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and 

Britain became Europe's largest producer. Around 1774 a process for making sulphuric acid 

(vitriol) was devised by Joshua Ward (1685-1761), a London quack doctor.tm This involved 

burning sulphur with the oxidising agent saltpetre (potassium nitrate) and dissolving the 

sulphur trioxide so produced in water. In 1746 John Roebuck of Birmingham (1718-1794) 

adapted this method to produce sulphuric acid in lead-lined chambers, which were stronger, 

less expensive, and could be made larger than the previously used glass.tm This must have 

been the process used in Bradford's Northbrook Vitriol Works which was just south of the 

Spinkwell Quarry, below Wapping Road. Once the acid could be made in quantity at low cost 

iron sulphate was produced simply by reacting dilute sulphuric acid with scrap iron. 

Sulphuric acid created by even the most modern lead chamber process only approached a 

60-65% concentration but the manufacture of some dyes and other chemical processes 

required a more concentrated product. One way of producing this was by the dry distillation 

of iron (II) sulphate. In 1831 the 'contact process' was devised, a far more economical 

method for producing sulphur trioxide and sulphuric acid.uo It involved passing oxygen and 

sulphur dioxide over a platinum catalyst. The sulphur dioxide was produced by roasting 

sulphur, or pyrite in air. The process was not widely adopted for another fifty years but the 

advances in the manufacture of concentrated sulphuric acid, although they did not 

immediately eradicate the copperas industry, ensured its ultimate destruction. 

Conclusion 

Bradford's reputation as  textile city should not excuse neglect of the other concerns which 

made it great in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries: quarrying, coal mining, iron-

smelting, brick and fire-brick making, engineering, and chemical production. The history of 

copperas manufacture is now almost forgotten. The discovery of aniline dyes by Sir William 

Henry Perkin in 1856 was to make copperas largely redundant in dyeing, and by the 1880s 

there was cheap bulk manufacture of sulphuric acid. Elsewhere copperas works were 

adapted to produce other industrial chemicals but, in spite of the change of title to 

'manufacturing chemist' made by Ezra Horsfall and William Horsfall Pickles, no such 

permanent conversion happened at either end of Denholme. Once Denholme was a small 

but significant centre of Britain's chemical industry but by 1888, at the very latest, all 

production had ceased. 
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Figure 1 

Th° 

The location of one Copperas works is identified on the 1894 05 mop. 
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Figure 2 

No plan of a Denholme works exists; this copperas plant was in Cumbria (Harrington History 
Group). 
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ATOP SHOP IN BRADFORD: GIBSON, BOYCE & CO., DRAPERS OF OARLEY STREET 

AND THE PETTY FAMILY OF CROSSHILLS 

By John Goodchild 

It is seldom that one is able to put a personality behind a business in an historical sense, and 

to study a man who ran a large and successful business, particularly within the ranks of the 

shopkeeper class. However, the quite fortuitous purchase by the writer of the extensive 

personal as well as business papers of a drapery shop owner in the centre of the great city of 

Bradford does allow of such a study— one of the wan behind a once well-known large 

clothing outfitters there, of the variety of his shop goods, and the financial success which he 

attained. The information about man and business comes almost entirely from a collection 

of letters, ledgers and other papers bought in  second-hand bookseller's shop in Llandudno. 

The man's name was Walter Webster Petty and his well known and obviously well 

patronised shop was in Darley Street, central Bradford, which he ran from 1900 to 1925 

under the older name of Gibson, Boyce & Co. His papers enable one to study not only Petty 

as  businessman in Bradford during that quarter century, but his background as a country 

draper too. 

In the Spring of 1844, the village schoolmaster of Crosshills, a growing mill village 

near Kildwick-in-Craven, apprenticed his son Charles Petty to a Bradford draper; the Pettys 

were anciently settled in the area and appear in the Kildwick parish registers in the time of 

the first Elizabeth. The new apprentice's father, Richard Petty, was possibly he of that name 

baptised at Kildwick Church in 1771, the son of a Sutton-in-Craven woolconiber, but what is 

more significant is that the lad was apprenticed to Robert Monies, who traded with the 

addition of '& Company' as linen and woollen drapers, silk mercers etc., at 65 Kirkgate and in 

Piccadilly, both in Bradford. The business was relatively new in Monies' hands, as he does 

not appear in the 1823 trade directory, but he is in that of 1830, and had moved from 63 

Exchange Street. Charles Petty was apprenticed in Bradford for sin years from December 

1843; his father was to provide the son with clothing and mashing for the first four years, 

and the apprentice's master to provide the lad with meat and lodging for the whole six 

years. 

Charles Petty came out of his apprenticeship just before Christmas 1849, and it 

seems likely that he worked as an employee in the drapery business for some years, as he 

does not appear as a master draper or shopkeeper in the Post Office trade directory for the 

West Riding, published in 1857, which contains classified lists of trades. However, by January 

1857, Petty and one JM Wilson carried on business together as lines and woollen drapers 

back at Crosshills near Keighley, and at the end of 1859 they joined together in a formal 

deed of partnership, when Wilson's capital was valued at £168912.3 and Petty's at 

£4938.3: this was no small-scale shop business. Each was to receive five per cent interest on 

the capital invested and Charles Petty was to manage the business at a salary of £80 a year. 

The sleeping partner, J M Wilson, had been a manufacturer at Crosshills in Wilson Bros., and 

subsequently described himself as  farmer of Steeton-with-Eastburn. When he died in 1876 
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he left a personal estate valued at under £3,000, and apparently a son, a lunatic in a private 

asylum. Charles Petty was one of his executors, 

Wilson and Petty's shop in Crosshills also ran agencies in nearby towns and villages - 

in Cowling, Steeton, Cononley, Sutton, Earby, Kildwick, Utley, Gisburn, Canton, Gurgrave, 

gelbrook, Ilkley and Thorp. The profits were substantial: 

1856-60 Total £2,389 

1861-65 £2,396 

1866-70 £2,650 

1871-75 £3,279 

1876-80 £2,923 

1881-85 £1,500 

1886-90 £1,944 

1891 £573 

Wilson left the partnership in June 1866; Petty carried on the business in Main Street, 

Crosshills, until his death, and probably four of his children ultimately became financial 

partners. The business flourished and apprentices were taken. The Pettys seemed lobe 

good employers, for at the end of 1900 one ex-schoolgirl, now married and living in 

Southport, wrote to Walter Petty that no better master 'could possibly have been' and that 

she had never felt so comfortable working at any other shop. Charles Petty had been able to 

buy a villain Crosshills in 1874 for a substantial £650. In 1894 a profit of £273 was made on 

stock and fixtures valued at £1,856.13.3, but matters soon much improved: 

Profit Sales Value of stock at year end 

1898 £1,448 £14,854 £4,024 

1899 £1,278 £15,078 £4,053 

1900 £1,574 £15,893 €4,140 

The son Walter Webster Petty was born at Crosshills in about 1864. The 1881 census returns 

refer to him as aged seventeen and occupied as  draper's assistant; as his elder brother was 

then a banker's clerk and his two younger brothers still at school, he was perhaps in an 

advantageous position in the business. In 1896 he agreed on behalf of the Temperance Hall, 

Crosshills, for a lease of premises for religious purposes. In 1897 he writes from Field Head 

Mills, Bradford, and he came to own property in the form of the Angler's Inn at Kilnsey, and 

fee farm rents in Langstrothdale, Buckden and Starbotton. 

But Walter Petty's life was about to change - and the change took the curious form 

of his purchase of the business in Bradford in which his father had been apprenticed well 

over fifty years earlier. His father's master, Robert Monies, had himself taken over in the 

1820s a business first established in Bradford in 1805; it descended to one James Monies, 

and in about 1860 he took a young assistant Thomas Gibson Boyce, then about 22, a native 

of Whittlesea in Cambridgeshire. With James [Gibson?], first as Gibson & Boyce, then after 
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Gibson's death as Gibson, Boyce & Co., Boyce ran the drapery business, and ran it very 

successfully, latterly at 36 Darley Street in Bradford. Boyce was described as being quiet and 

retiring, a churchman, a Tory and a member of the Masonic Lodge of Hope in Bradford; he 

lived at 20 Oak Lane, and when he died at 62 in March 1900 left estate valued at almost 

£18,000. He had a son, but some two months after his death the drapery business was to be 

sold to Walter Petty of Crosuhills, draper, and his partners. The business at 36 Darley Street 

and 10 Duke Street was in fact to be sold to Petty, to Charles Morley Mee of Bradford, 

draper's manager, and to Edwin Phillips, also a drapery employee, from 30 May 1900: the 

goodwill was sold for £1,200, while the stock and fittings, including gas and electric light 

plant or fittings, were to be valued by a London firm, who stated their value at £4,508 for 

Boyce's stock and £42410.0 for the fixtures. Boyce's wife and son were to be paid £1,000 

upon completion of the valuation, £3,000 a month later, £2,000 on  January 1901 and the 

rest in two instalments, in July 1901 and January 1902, plus interest at four and a half per 

cent. The property in which the shop was located belonged to the Bradford Library, and had 

been leased to Boyce in 1888: the tenancy of 36 Darley Street and 10 Duke Street was now 

to pass to the new partnership headed by Petty, on an interior-repairing lease for seven 

years at £330 a year, renewed in 1909 at £200 a year for a further seven years. Petty & Co 

were ambitious and also leased two further shops with rooms over them at 38 and 40 Darley 

Street, agreeing in 1903 to rebuild them, to erect a warehouse and workroom to the rear on 

a plot in Piccadilly, and to pay a substantial consequent rent. 

By the late 1890s Walter Petty owned substantial cash resources - substantial that is 

as the resources of a small town shopkeeper - and in addition he owned a little property. 

When he and his new partners negotiated their takeover of the business of Gibson, Boyce & 

Co. in central Bradford, they were faced with raising the capital necessary to purchase a 

stock in trade valued at £4,508— the valuers' fee was £125— plus £1,200 for the goodwill 

and £42410.0 for the fixtures. The lawyer's bill amounted to a modest £2215.0. 

Petty himself had been sufficiently opulent to make loans in 1898 and 1899 to local 

men of Idle, Skipton and Eurby, totalling £2,700 and receiving three and a half per cent 

interest, with another loan to one Duckworth of an unstated amount. In addition, he had 

sold his estate at Kilnsey for a further £3,000, two thirds of which he allowed to remain 

unpaid at interest - 'left on', as he put in a memorandum book. He also owned a modest 

fifteen half-guinea shares in the Craven Bank, a successful institution established in 1791 and 

which remained independent until amalgamation in 1906, and 260 English Sewing Cotton 

preference shares. But it was still necessary for the partnership to borrow further— 

£8,751.3.2 was spent on new stock in the year to the end of January 1901— and borrowings 

had to be made. Perhaps the most curious was one of £1,000— they were all of that amount 

- provided by what would surely be the rival firm of Marshall & Sneigrove of London, Lyons 

and Paris, the new partners agreeing to submit annual accounts and report any further 

borrowings; the debt was paid off in 1911. Another came from Hayes, Candy & Co., Ltd., and 

a third from the Bradford Banking Company, all at five per cent until the Hayes loan was 

replaced by one from William Ball at five and a half percent, and one C.E. James provided a 



further £300 in 1902-03. The Bradford Bank acted as the partnership's bankers; the 

partnership deed cost £617.0 to prepare and the business commenced under its new 

owners at the end of May 1900. 

In February 1903 a deed of partnership was drawn up between Petty and Men, 

Phillips being now deceased. The capital of the business was to be £7,500 and the business 

was to continue to use the name of Gibson, Boyce & Co; Petty was to advance between 

£3,500 and £5,000, Mee a more modest £500 to £2,500; by an endorsement on the deed in 

1917, the partnership could be terminated on three months' notice. 

In the year ending in January 1901, the capital in the firm was owned: 

W.W. Petty £323115.6 

E. Phillips £30412.2 

C.M. Mee £3003.5 

Total £3,836.11.1 

After Phillips early death, his capital was left in the firm by his family and from 1906 there 

were but two partners: 

W.W. Petty 85,003.9.1 (with two thirds( 

C.M. Men 81,690.13.10 (with one third) 

A situation which changed by January 1922 to: 

W.W. Petty 

C.M. Men 

£11,438.1.9 

£5,419.18.1 

when the firm was paying Excess Profits Tax beyond the usual Income Tax. The partners 

were paid equal salaries, plus interest on their capital and their share of the net profits. 

The shop premises were on the ground floor below the Bradford Library, the old-

established subscription library with a largely middle class membership, which in itself 

brought numbers of modestly opulent ladies past the doors of the shop. The premises were 

leased from the library, and the lease was transferred to the new shop tenants, who still 

operated under the old title of Gibson, Boyce & Co., as they continued to do. The initial rent 

was £200 a year, rising to £230 and then to £250 by the mid 1920s. The premises were 

insured against fire, burglary (in 1904 repairs after a burglary cost a tiny lls.3d(, plate glass 

breakage and employers' liability; gas and electricity were provided by the Bradford 

Corporation and in 1903 barricading and the building of a platform for the Coronation 

procession had cost £2.90. 

Expansion occurred after further improvements. In 1902 there were alterations with 

new fixtures costing £90 and Petty & lynn, architects of Halifax, being paid their bill of seven 

guineas, while the library as landlords allowed £17 towards alteration of the showroom. But 

then in 1905 additional premises were tenanted from J.W. Skirrow at £400 a year, so that 

the business was operated from numbers 36, 38 and 40 Darley Street. C.H. Petty's architect's 

fees were paid, Mather & Platt provided fireproof doors, brass fittings, counters and drawers 

cost £258, a speaking tube by Jackson and fitting it 813.16.4. In the year to January 1905 the 
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costs of painting, plastering, fitting up rooms, joiners' work and moving to the new premises 

cost £1433.0 and on 12 January 1906 refreshments were paid for, costing £15, on the 

opening of the new premises. 

Thereafter, references to the premises are sparse, although a £6 safe was bought in 

1906-07, new carpets and an oil stove; there are no other references to the heating of the 

premises, which perhaps was subsumed under the ledger entries of housekeeping. 

Wages and salaries of course increased enormously an the business expanded: in the 

first full year they appear to have been (to the nearest £1) £1,676 in wages and £814 in 

salaries, and in the year 1921-22, £4,085 and £3,541. It seems possible that the perhaps 

mule salespeople were on (monthly) salaries, the women on wages paid weekly; the salaries 

are not those paid to the partners. Expenses were incurred too in packaging, where the firm 

may have adopted a particular distinctive colour and design: the cost of boxes, paper and 

string was unusually something over £100 a year, and the carriage of parcels to customers 

was undertaken by outside firms - Sutton & Co., Globe Parcel Express, the Great Northern 

Railway, City Parcel Express. Advertising was carried out extensively and perhaps intensively, 

in the Bradford newspapers the Observer, the Daily Argus, the Weekly Telegraph, and in the 

Cleckheaton Guardian, the Pudsey and Stanningley News, Keighley Chronicle, Shipley Times 

and through the Bradford & District Newspaper Company and T. Stilliegs. The business was 

on the telephone system, through the National Telephone Company, before the Post Office. 

Thomas Gibson Boyce had used written agreements with his principal staff. For 

example, in 1892 he agreed with Kate Annie Breese to be a manageress in his dressmaking 

department, at £91 a year, with a month's notice on either side and working hours from Sam 

to 730pm - and on Saturdays to 4pm. In 1893 he agreed with E.M. Rackham as  

dressmaking manageress at £145 a year and the same hours, while Petty and Co. agreed 

with Amy Hallett for a similar position in 1902 at £130 a year. In 1911 Maxwell Robertson, of 

Longlunds Lane, Bradford, ladies' tailor, was to work in the ladies' tailoring department at 

five guineas a week, working when the shop was open and - a usual condition - agreeing 

that when he left, he would not work within seven miles of Bradford Town Hall. In 1918 P.S. 

McVeagh of Prizieghall, tailor's cutter, was engaged at £410.0 weekly. The firm provided a 

workers' dining room, with free lunches - and perhaps teas too. In 1928 shop hours were 9 

to 6 (Saturdays 9 to 1) and the business was then described for publicity purposes as 'The 

Centre for Novelty in Fashion and Fabric'. 

The shop worked through a number of internal departments, which illustrate the 

wide range of goods sold: 

Outfitting department: coats, skirts, dresses, underclothing, etc. 
Linens department: blankets, curtains, towels, hosiery, haberdashery 

Dresses department: materials, umbrellas, underskirts, trimmings, readymade, 
cotton and evening dresses 
Fancy department: gloves, embroideries, trimmings, laces, handkerchiefs, belts, bags, 

fans, perfumes, etc. 
Manchester mantles department: coats, skirts, millinery, feathers 
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And Mr Petty's own salary was paid at so much per department: 

Millinery £10 

Fancy £40 

Mantles £80 

Outfitting £35 

Dressmaking £35 

Linens £100 

Total £300ayear 

The value of stock was considerable, but very variable per department: 

January 1919 1921 1922 1925 

Dresses and furs £2,450 £2,124 £2,098 £2,460 

Mantles 810 648 878 1,091 

Millinery 47 29 27 13 

Linens 2,854 2,677 1,866 1,588 

Fancy 2,984 2,033 1,258 2,104 

Underclothing - 1,688 2,557 1,981 1,476 

=Outfitting (including coats) 

Profits in five year periods to the nearest £1. were: 

1906-10 £3,847 

1911-15 £4,332 

1916-20 £6,976 

1921-24)4 years only) £43 loss 

Profit in the year 1919 had been the highest ever, at £3,193, but in 1920 there was a loss of 

£513, and losses were made in 1921 and 1922, although a profit of £794 was made in the 

firm's last full year of trading, in 1924. Insurances continued lobe made with the North 

British & Mercantile Insurance Company, for whom Petty's father had been a part-time local 

agent in the Crosshills area. The insurance for 1901 allowed of up to 100 assistants, and this 

number was increased by 35 when the new buildings came into use. 

Equally, some goods were transferred from time to time from one department to 

another, for example in 1906 the Linens Department took over sateens from the Fancy 

Department, but lost its trimmings to Fancy, which also took over trimmings from Dresses. 

Sales, it must be emphasised, were largely on credit, where a lady would keep a running 

account; in the new Dressmaking Department in 1906 credit sales were £107259.1 and 

cash ones but £8886.10. The income was reduced by returned goods, which were of the 

value of £2427.11. 
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Dressmaking, as against Dresses, was a new department of 1906, one succeeding the 

other, perhaps utilising the newly extended premises opened at the beginning of that year. 

Wages, £183610.10 in 1906, remained comparatively level in Dressmaking until they almost 

halved in one year in 1914: in the year to January 1914, £108616.7, in the year subsequent, 

£76813.6, and this was mirrored too in sales during the First World War, before making a 

major recovery from the War's end: 

Year to January 1913 dip for the first time below £10,000 Wages 

1915 £61394.2 £76813.6 

1916 £6,101.2.0 

1917 £58864.11 

1918 £81733.11 

1919 £1097110.11 £103415.0 

1920 £1513014.2 £14254.7 

In the year to January 1920 credit sales were £1287310.2, cash ones £246510.7. 

There was naturally an office on the premises, the costs of which were shared among 

the various departments but about which little else is recorded, as is indeed the situation 

with regard to those ladies who, as the firm's customers, provided for its growing prosperity. 

Business was attracted through its window displays, and in the stock-taking lists references 

are made to goods in the windows and to the great number of busts in the shop: busts alone 

were valued at takeover at £61, and more were purchased subsequently, as fashions and 

women's shapes changed. No doubt some customers were provided for by the firm when 

they had ceased to be at all demanding in relation to the goods wished for, and certainly 

some goods are referred to in the lists as being old - presumably of a previous year's or 

even years', vintage. The additional service was one traditionally provided for by outfitters 

such as this: funerals. Here only the annual profit is recorded, but that could, as is 

understandable, vary considerably, as figures chosen at random show: 

Funeral profits year to January 1901 £27 (seven months only) 

1902 £57 

1903 £77 

1914 £168 

1916 £15 

1919 £203 

1921 £235 (the maximum recorded) 

1922 £211 
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The sole reference to customers is a short list of those with unpaid accounts in June 1900: 

Mrs Butterfield a toque 24s. 

Mrs Firth a skirt 18s. 6d. 

Mrs Lord 39s. 6d. 

Mrs Bearder a toque 21s. 

Miss Rusforth skirts 7s. 6d. 

Mrs Holroyd a coat 75s. 

Mrs Fawell a blouse 29s. 6d. 

Upon corning to live in Bradford for the new shop, Walter Petty lived in the house Stoneleigh 

in Hazlehurst Road; from there he moved to One Ash, 1 Cranbourne Road - houses which 

were in parallel streets, beyond the Royal Infirmary, at Daisy Hill - the later house he rented 

at £50 a year; its contents he insured in 1920 for £1,000 and he took out insurance on two 

indoor servants. In 1917, during a period of war, Petty and Mee put £1,000 into 5% War 

Stock; the firm also subscribed to the Royal Infirmary, the District Nurses' Association and 

the Bradford Charity Organisation. 

Some incidental references occur which illustrate some aspects of the firm's 

business, In 1907 they described themselves as silk mercers and general drapers, providing 

also millinery, dressmaking, mantles, jackets, gloves, ties, hosiery, shirts, skirts, etc. In 1904 

they had a dispute with Sir Titus Salt, Bart., Sons & Co., Ltd., who had sent to them material 

to be made into dresses and drapes for a display; Boyce's had overcharged and placed their 

own cards too prominently in the show. In 1903 the firm paid for 'Platform & Barricading for 

Coronation procession' in Bradford; in 1903 new mirrors were paid for at £11.23, new 

counters etc. at £9914.6, new office stools at £1.93. Halifax architects, including Petty & 

Ives, were used for major internal alterations in 1902. 

Petty had lost his son, Lt. R.L. Petty, during the First War, and the business was less 

profitable after the War. The lease from the Bradford Library would require renegotiation 

and renewal and his daughter Kathleen (Kate) was ill. Petty's partner Charles Morley Mee 

was apparently willing to retire too, and in the event he went to Morley Denn at 

Bournemouth, where he died in May 1928. So the decision to sell the business was made in 

1925: the stock was valued at a substantial £10,940,186, and the business was sold as a 

going concern, being described under its new owners —who still continued to use the old 

title of Gibson Boyce & Co. - in 1928 as 'The Centre for Novelty in Fashion and Fabric'. 

In 1930 the Pettys, father and daughter, removed from Bradford to live at 

Meadowcroft, Bolton Abbey: the removal cost them £10. There they both enjoyed a 

reasonable length of retirement: Walter Petty died in September 1942 aged 79, and was 

buried at Bolton Abbey, while Kathleen Mary Petty his daughter lived onto December 1988, 

when she was buried at Beamsley Methodist Church at 90. 
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A note on the author 

John 000dchild has an honorary degree from the Open University, that of Master of the University, 

awarded 'for academic and scholarly distinction, and for public services'. He is proprietor of an 

independent Regional History Study Centre for the West Riding. He can he contacted at the West 

Yorkshire Archives Service, Registry of Deeds, Wakefield (tel. 01924-306R09) or at home (calls 

welcome) 01924 220073 (evenings and weekends). 
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THE REVEREND JONATHAN GLYDE 

AND GLYDE HOUSE 

By Janet Senior 

Glyde House Bradford (opposite the Ice 

Rink), also known as The Gumption Centre, 

is named after one of its nineteenth 

century ministers, the Rev Jonathan Glyde. 

In his life time he was a greatly loved and 

admired man but very few people in 

Bradford today are aware of his existence. ;5 

Jonathan was not a Yorkshireman. He was born in the St Thomas area of 

Exeter on 1 January 1808. His lather, a corn merchant, was Jonathan 

Lavington Glyde and his mother Sarah Evans. On both sides of the family 

Jonathan was descended from renowned Dissenters and wealthy 

merchants. One of his ancestors, a brewer called William Glyde, was 

Mayor of Exeter in 1676 and an MP for the city in 1679. Jonathan senior 

and Sarah had nine children —Jonathan born in 1808, Anna born in 1810, 

William Evans born in 1814, Elizabeth Sarah born in 1815, Mary 

Lavington born in 1816, Melena born in 1818, Elizabeth born in 1819, 

Sophia born in 1820 and Lavington born in 1823. 

In 1819 at the age of eleven Jonathan was sent to a school at Blandford, Devon, and 

stayed there until he was fifteen. On leaving school he joined the family firm. He was 

confined to bed in 1825 with a high fever and his mother nursed him. Unfortunately Sarah 

became ill and died. Jonathan senior was left with seven young children to bring up 

(Elizabeth Sarah and Sophia had also died). Jonathan junior was now old enough to follow 

his chosen quest to become a Dissenting minister. In 1827, at the age of nineteen, he went 

to the Highbury Dissenting College, London, where he studied for three years. 

To provide a mother for his young family, Jonathan senior married for a second time 

in April 1828. This marriage did not last long as he died in June of that year. So at the age of 

twenty Jonathan became head of the family. The young family did not live with their 

stepmother. The surviving girls went to live with three maiden aunts (Sarah, Elizabeth and 

Melena Glyde), leaving Jonathan to care for his two brothers, William aged fourteen and 

Lavington aged five. Jonathan's first job was as a classical tutor at the City of Exeter College 

in 1831. At the same time he preached at local Dissenting churches until there was a vacancy 

for him. This was at Collumpton where he was ordained there as a minister in 1832. 

Jonathan, aware of the need to provide a home for his brothers, began to court 

Elizabeth Hull Terrell. She was the daughter of a solicitor and also from a long established 

Dissenting family. Until the Dissenters' Marriage Bill was passed in 1836, marriages could 

-49-



only be solemnised in a Church of England church. Jonathan and Elizabeth travelled to 

Kirkcowan, Galloway, Scotland in September 1832 so they could be married by the free-

church minister of the Secession church there. A report of the marriage was published in The 

Gentleman's Magazine. Unfortunately, Jonathan and Elizabeth had no children but remained 

a devoted couple for the rest of their married life. 

For the next three years Jonathan stayed at the church in Collumpton until an 

invitation to preach with a view arrived from Bradford. The request came from Horton Lane 

Independent Chapel. This chapel had been established in 1782 and extended in 1815 due to 

an increasing congregation. There was a chapel, a minister's house and a graveyard. 

Jonathan travelled to Bradford on his own in July 1835. Whilst in the city he wrote to 

Elizabeth of his impressions. 

Of Bradford he said: 

Look which way you will see huge tall chimneys pouring forth volleys of smoke 

which, when you are near, is not very pleasant but, when you see from a 

distance, is interesting enough. There cannot be fewer than a hundred of these 

chimneys in Bradford and its vicinity: a cloud therefore is continually hanging 

over it and this, together with the furnaces of the ironworks on the 

neighbouring hills theflamesfrom which though not visible in the day become 

bright by night, have led me to think that Bradford must be a very favoured 

spot having, like the children of Israel, its cloud by day and its fire by night. 

Of the Little Horton Chapel he said, 'The 

Chapel is a large and respectable place 

capable of holding 1,200 people Oh that 

my visit may not be in vain'. 

Jonathan had not preached in 

vain. The congregation were impressed 

and he was invited to become their 

minister. The new minister, his wife and 

his youngest brother moved to Bradford 

in December 1835. It is not clear whether 
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William also moved north at this period but he was definitely in Bradford by the 1841 

census. Jonathan was to remain here for the rest of his life, greatly influencing not only his 

congregation but also his adopted city. He was entering a church whose influence on this city 

continued for the whole of the nineteenth century. 

A plan of the church's pew rentals for 1834 gives 

the names of Bradford's leading citizens who 

would weekly be influenced by Jonathan's 

sermons. Most prominent among these were the 

Salt family. Both Titus and his father Daniel had 

pews near the pulpit. Four of Titus Salt's children 

were christened at Horton Lane. Titus was a 

deacon and a Sunday school teacher whilst he 

lived in Bradford. The woollen industry was well 

represented in the congregation. James Garnett, 

whose family setup a spinning machine in the Old Paper Hall, and the Ripley Family, who 

owned the Ripley Dye Works, were also members of the congregation. Two future mayors, 

stuff merchant Robert Milligan (1847) and dye works owner Samuel Smith (1851-14), had 

pews near to the minister's pew. Bradford business man Abraham Balme, whose family were 

buried in the parish church, had a pew in the balcony. In 1850 of the fourteen Bradford 

aldermen, nine were members of the Horton Lane Chapel congregation. It was said that 

'Chapel membership is the grease that turns many business wheels' and the church was 'a 

pious warehouse' 

So popular was the church that it attracted worshippers from every corner of the city 

and beyond. By 1839 it was obvious another building was needed to house the Sunday 

school. Up to then the Sunday school had met in the extension at the rear of the chapel. 

Rather than purchase further land it was decided to sacrifice the minister's house. This was 

demolished and a large Sunday school building was erected. Number 12 Melbourne Place 

was purchased for the use of minister and his family. This would have been a happy move 

for Jonathan and Elizabeth as William Evans and his wife Lydia also moved into a nearby 

property. 

The story of Jonathan cannot be separated from that of his two 

brothers. As previously stated Lavington, being only twelve years of 

age in 1835, came to Bradford with Jonathan. He was living in the 

minister's house in 1841, working as a worsted spinner and studying 

accountancy. Having amassed a sum of money and with bank drafts 

from family members, Lavington sailed to Australia on The 

Agincourt in 1850. There he worked at numerous occupations, 

including money lending, wool trading, and as a wine merchant, 

gaining a wide evperience and meeting influential people. Lavington 

eventually became a Liberal MP in the Australian Parliament and was responsible for the 

introduction of land and income tax. Lavington changed from an independent to 



Congregationalist. William kept contact and they may have been reunited when Lavington 

visited England early in 1884. 

William was left in Exeter to finish his education and arrived in 

Bradford approximately two years after Jonathan in 1837. On the 

1841 Census he was working as a worsted weaver and living in 

lodgings on Manor Row. He started working as an apprentice for 

the Salt family and progressed to become a partner with Titus in 

1859. In 1845 he married Lydia Taylor and by the 1851 census 

they were living at 12 Melbourne Place with two children. The 

brothers were close and William helped Jonathan financially by 

going into partnership with him. William purchased the freehold 

of five houses in Queen Street off Manchester Road. He shared 

the ownership of two of them with Jonathan. William and Lydia 

worshipped at Horton Lane Chapel before they moved to Baildon in the 1850s. They stayed 

until 1861 and then moved to their final home at Victoria Park in Saltaire. William became a 

respected business man in Bradford and served on many Boards of Management —the 

Bradford Infirmary, the Bradford Eye and Ear Hospital, the Bradford Institute for the Blind, 

and the Bradford School Board. When he moved to Saltaire he was, along with Titus Salt, 

instrumental in founding Saltaire Congregational Church where there is a stone 

commemorating his involvement. After his death in 1884 William was buried at Undercliffe 

Cemetery. 

Jonathan's powerful preaching and charismatic personality led to him becoming a 

force to be reckoned with in Bradford in the middle years of the nineteenth century. He was 

admired by his congregation and people of influence within the city's hierarchy. William 

Cudworth praised him for: His qualities of faith, his work ethic, his fine character and his 

total commitment to the spiritual, moral, educational and bodily welfare of the people of his 

adopted city.' 

Never neglecting his pastoral duties, Jonathan worked tirelessly for the underprivileged 

of the city. He was particularly interested in the concept of education for all, stating in 1853 

that 'the battle of knowledge and virtue must be fought against ignorance, intemperance and 

vice'. Also that: 'The welfare of a nation depends to a great extent on the education given to 

children and young persons'. (1845) 

The Mechanic's Institute, opened in Leeds Road in 

1840, embodied his belief that adult education was 

essentialfor the welfare of the people of Bradford. 

He worked to support this institution and often 

lectured in the building. 
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Long before the 1871 Education Act schools were established by many of the Christian 

denominations. Horton Lane Chapel, inspired by Jonathan, opened the Borough West 

Schools in 1843. They were built between Sterling Street and Earl Street near to Manchester 

Road. There were three departments - Infants, Boys and Girls - with trained teachers and 

spacious well-appointed buildings. The money for their construction had been raised by the 

congregation of Horton Lane Chapel. Every year money was raised through collections and 

sales of work. In 1871 the schools were rated by a government inspection as successful and 

the teaching was praised. They remained in use until 1893 when a government grant for 

structural repairs was refused and Borough West Schools had to close. 

A fearful proportion of our fellow townsmen are living in the neglect of all 

religious opportunities ...o deep and painful sense of immorality and irreligion 

pervades the masses of our fellow townsmen. (Jonathan Glyde 1849) 

Jonathan joined with his fellow ministers of all denominations to form the Bradford Town 

Mission. Money was raised to employ missionaries to arrange cottage meetings, Bible 

classes, reading and writing classes, to provide clothing, food and support to under-

privileged families. When he died the committee acknowledged he was one of its most 

active and devoted supporters. 

The middle of the nineteenth century saw the building of public parks in many English Cities. 

The Bradford Parks Movement, supported byionathan, raised money to purchase land for a 

public park in the Bolton Road area of the city. After a great deal of work raising money from 

the public Peel Park was opened in 1853. 

'(Parks) are essentiolfor health, cheerfulness and bodily and mental vigour. 

Exercise is essential to health of body and mind.' (Jonathan Glyde 1853) 
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Whilst Jonathan was minister at Horton Lane Chapel the congregation outgrew the 

building. Many of the congregation came from other areas of the city and it was decided 

that daughter churches should be built. Money was raised through the congregation and 

through donations from business people. Each new church started with a small number of 

members from Horton transferring their membership. 'Friends at Horton Lane Chapel cast a 

wistful eye to Wibsey to see what might be done with the help of God on ground so barren 

and desolute.' (WYAS 43D8819/3) 

Salem Chapel Manor Row opened in 1836, College Chapel Barkerend opened in 1839, 

Sion Independent Chapel Wibsey opened in 1841, Greenfield Chapel Lumb Lane opened in 

1852 and Listerhilis Chapel in 1853. These daughter churches caused little reduction in the 

size of the congregations at Horton Lane. In the 1851 Religious Census Little Horton Chapel 

still records an evening congregation as 1,500 people. 

SION INDEPENDENT CHAPEL SALEM CHAPEL MANOR ROW 
WIBSEY 1841 1836 

When Jonathan's health began to deteriorate he moved to his brother's house at Baildon 

where he died in 1854. His funeral was one of the most moving ever recorded in the city and 

showed that Bradfordians had taken Jonathan to their hearts. The funeral service, attended 

by family, ministers, regular worshippers and visiting dignitaries, was at Horton Chapel. 

' 'The procession to the cemetery was then formed. 

Immediately preceding the hearse were many 

hundreds of persons on foot. Many of the shops 

along the line of the route were closed '(Bradford 
Observer, 1854) 
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Sir Titus Salts biographer, Robert Balgarnie, wrote of the Rev Jonathan Glyde: 'He exerted 

an influence over all with whom he came into contact. Mr Salt was one who felt his 

influence'. Perhaps it was this speech from 1853 which influenced Titus the most: 

We must have schools of design and literary institutions, museums and music 

halls. We must have cottages better constructed and more capable of perfect 

ventilation, streets and courts cleaner and smelling a sweeter odour. We must 

have baths and wash-houses and above all we must have a cemetery (1853) 

Sir Titus Salt began to build his mill and village of Saltaire during Jonathan's ministry at 

Horton Chapel where he had worshipped. Perhaps it was Jonathan who planted the original 

idea which Titus developed into the area we know today. 

In 1883 the following was printed in the Horton Lane Chapel Centenary Memorial 

Programme: 

By his erudition, high culture, penetrating insight into human life and large 

grasp of affairs he was clothed with a strength and authority of character that 

he was universally acknowledged and deferred to. His purity of mind, his gentle 

spirit, his humanity, his sympathy with the young monhood, his love of children 

gave him a rare place and hold on the affections of all who knew him. Utterly 

unselfish he devised liberal things and moved others to accept his devises for 

the multiplication of congregational churches in Bradford. 

A converted Sunday school and an insignificant street seem a meagre tribute to this man 

who had so much influence on the welfare, education and religious life of the inhabitants of 

his adopted city. 

Sources consulted 

Memoirs and Remains of the Lute Jonathan Glyde, Pastor of Horton Lone Chapel Bradford (1858) 

Horton Lane Chapel Records, WYAS 5074/1-4 

Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old Bradford by William Scraton 

Bradford Observer 1835-1884 

1841-1881 census 

Bradford directories 1835-1884 

Dictionary of Notional Biography (Australia) 

Gentleman's Magazine (1832) 

Horton Lane Independent/Congregational records at the Bradford Local Studies Library 

Sir Titus Salt, Baronet, his Life and its Lessons by Robert Balgarnie (1878) 

Author note 

Janet Senior worked for 27 years in the Special Education sector for the Bradford Education 

Authority. After taking early retirement she enjoyed a new career for fifteen years as an assistant 

librarian at the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. After finally retiring Janet has concentrated on local 

history research on which she gives talks in the Bradford area. She is currently Membership Secretary 

of FOBALS (Friends of Bradford Archives and Libraries). 
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PERCIVAL ROSS (1857-1923) 

A Bradford Historian Remembered 

By Alan M Bottomley 

I first came across the name of Percival Ross in some cheque stubs relating to the last years 

of the North Bierley Council recently discovered in old premises formerly occupied by the 

Council in Wibsey. Payments were made relating to all the activities in which the Council was 

involved, including individuals whose salaries were paid by cheque. Percival Ross was the 

highest paid individual in these accounts, so further investigation seemed called for. 

Percival Ross was not a native of Wibsey, but lived and worked in the area for 

twenty-eight years. He was born in Bradford on 18° August 1857, the son of John and Eden 

Ross and grandson of Joseph Ross of Birkenshuw. He was educated at Woodville House 

School, Little Horton, and articled in 1873 to John Hindle (of Dixon & Hindle, land agents and 

surveyors of Kirkgate, Bradford(. He was appointed Assistant Surveyor to Bradford 

Corporation in 1879 and later took up the appointment as Engineer and Surveyor to the 

North Bierley Urban District Council in 1887, where he remained until it was absorbed into 

the City of Bradford in 1889. He was, therefore, the last Engineer and Surveyor to the North 

Bierley UDC. A directory of 1897 lists him not only Engineer and Surveyor, but also as 

Highway Surveyor, Waterworks Manager and Lighting Manager to North Bierley, 5000 

doubt he earned his salary - around £17.17s 3d per calendar month in 1895. He continued 

working for the combined authority until his retirement in 1901, after which he became an 

independent surveyor and civil engineer in private practice. 

In 1900, Ross was living at 13 Bunk Top, Wibsey, with his mother, widowed in 1888. 

After her death in 1901, he rented a house at 2 Farfield Road, Wibsey (off Halifax Road(, 

living there until 1915. 

Percival Ross had a life-long interest in history and was for thirty-three years an 

active member of the Bradford Historical & Antiquarian Society, holding all offices in the 

Society including the Presidency in 1904. A geologist of long standing, he was a Fellow of the 

Geological Society. He was also a member of the Yorkshire Naturalist's Union. However, it 

was his research on Roman archaeology for which he is perhaps best known, being described 

in a newspaper obituary as 'perhaps the most eminent of authorities on the Roman roads 

and walls in the north of England'. Ten papers on the subject by Ross were published in the 

Bradford Antiquary. He was a life member of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society, a member 

of the Antiquities Committee for Yorkshire and a member of the Ilkley Roman Excavations 

Committee. 

His research over thirty years on Roman roads led to Ross being elected a Fellow of 

the Society of Antiquaries in 1922. This was a great source of pride to him as only two other 

Bradfordians had been previously so recognised by the Society: the solicitor Edward 

Hailstone of Horton Hall, and John James, author of The History of Bradford. 

Percival Ross, P.S.A., F.G.S., A.M.lnst.C.E., died on 4° April 1923 at his old family 

home, 41 Mannville Terrace, Bradford (rented out during his time at Wibsey(. His estate at 

death was valued at £3,377.17s.6d. Sarah Ann Ross, his unmarried sister, continued to live at 

Mannville Terrace until her death in February 1934. A third of her estate of E6SS.2s.7d was 

bequeathed to various charities, the principal sum of £100 going to the Bradford Royal 

Infirmary to endow a bed in memory of her father, mother and brother. 
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The death of Percival Ross was recorded in the 45° Annual Report of the Bradford 

Historical & Antiquarian Society for 1923 with 'sincere regret'. 

The Society has lost an able and valued worker whose place will be exceedingly difficult to fill. 
Mr. Ross had been associated with the Society almost from its formation. ... He was an 
authority on Roman archaeology, and frequently contributed papers on the subject to our 
meetings. Eight articles from his pen on Roman roads in the North of England have been 
printed in the Society's Journal. An appreciative article will appear in the forthcoming issue of 
The Bradford Antiquary. 

Sadly, a lack of funds meant that the next volume of the Antiquary was not published until 

1927 and times had moved on. A newspaper obituary described Percival Ross as 'a man of 

modest temperament. He was not a fluent speaker, but on being pressed by the various 

local speakers to talk of his discoveries, he was remarkably interesting. In a quiet way he was 

very witty, and dearly loved to tell the tale of how he was mistaken for a German spy while 

exploring the Roman road near Bentham just after the war broke out.' 

His presidential address to the Society on 21° October 1904 entitled 'Antiquarian 

Study' was evidently important to him as it was reprinted several times in his lifetime. The 

last paragraph in particular seems to encapsulate his philosophy of life: 

We are everyone more or less antiquarians, it is only a question of how far one extends the 
pursuit. Who has not some precious relic which is connected with some ancestor whose 
memory one wishes to cherish, and of whose deeds one likes to speak? The study of our own, 
or our friends' biographies brings the study of the past right up to the present. We may have 
thus a continuous whole commencing with geology, and following on with archaeology, 
prehistoric remains of man, history, and one's own life's experience. It is in this light that the 
different subjects should he studied, in order to get a common sense appreciation of man's 
place in nature. Such studies should also tend to make us useful citizens, more charitable in 

our feelings towards each other, more obliging, more gentle and more kind, then life will be 
happier for others as well as ourselves. 

Sources 

Percival Ross. Family papers. West Yorkshire Archives, Bradford Office, Ref 1OD 76/3/17 

Yorkshire Who's Who. Westminster Publishing Co. Ltd. 1912 

'A Bradford Antiquary: Death of Mr. Percival Ross'. Untitled newspaper cutting of 7 April 

1923 in the Celebrities Cuttings Collection in Bradford Local Studies Library. 

'North Bierley at Work', Wibsey Miscellany, No. 10, p. 22. 

Articles by Percival Ross published in The Bradford Antiquary: 

• Roman Roads in Yorkshire. (1893) 

• The Turrets and Milecastles of the Roman Wall in Northumberland. (1904) 

• The Old Roads of Bradford. (1910) 

• Roman Roads in Yorkshire, Ribchester to York: the Road between Downham Peak 

and Bramham Moor. (1913) 

The Roman Road from Ribchester to Low Borrow Bridge through the Forest of 

Rowland, Lansdale and Howgill Fells. (1916) 

The First Stage of the Roman Road from Ribchester to York: the Road between 

Downham Peak and Ribchester. (1916) 
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• The Roman Road from Ilkley to Aldborough, as far as the River Nidd. (1918) 

• Roman Road Excavation on Otley Chevin. (1918) 

• The Roman Mile, Calculated from Milestones found South-east of Carlisle. (1918) 

• The Roman Road North of Low Borrow Bridge to Brougham Castle, Westmorland, 

and on the Route of the lOii Iter. (1921) 

Author note 
Alan Bottumley spent his working life with Bradford Public Libraries. He was the longest serving 
member of staff in the Music Library (15 years) and afterwards established the Sound & Vision 
Department which was his responsibility for the next thirteen years until retirement. He is a member 
of the Wibsey Local History Group and contributes to its occasional journal, the Wibsey Miscellany. 

Mr. Percival Ross, 

F. S. A., F. G. S., A. M. Inst. C. E. 

Reproduced from the Yorkshire Observer, 145h March, 1922 

-59-



SINGING IN THE RAIN: SALTAIRE PRIZE CHOIR, 1896 

By James Ogden 

Saltaire Wesleyan Church's jubilee souvenir booklet of 1918 justly claimed that their choir 

had quickly attained 'a very high level of musical excellence'. The church had been opened in 

1868, and in its early days a choir had been formed from the congregation, accompanied 

by a Miss Denby, at first on a borrowed harmonium, later on a small organ. A large organ 

had been installed in 1873, when an inaugural recital had been given by a distinguished 

musician, Dr William Spark, the organist of Leeds Town Hall. The choir, still of course drawn 

from the congregation, now began to achieve 'many musical triumphs', and became known 

as the Saltaire Prize Choir around the time it won second prize at the Hawes Brass Band and 

Choral Concert in 1889. 

In the early eighteen-nineties the choir took part in many concerts and competitions, 

winning first prize at Hawes on five occasions, second prize in the National Eisteddfod at 

Swansea in 1891, and first prize in the choral contest at the annual Music Traders' Exhibition 

in London in 1896. This last was perhaps their greatest and certainly their most enduring 

prize, a white grand piano made by the Knake Brothers of Mnster, valued at a hundred 

guineas. It was later stored in the Victoria Hall, where it was exhibited in 2013, and it has 

now found a home with the Halifax musician, Mark Walker. At the London concert the choir 

sang Eaton Faning's Daylight and Ciro Pinsuti's The Sea hoth its Pearls, under their 

conductor, Mr A. H. Ashworth of Leeds, 

Also in 1896, on Saturday 25 April, the choir took part in a festival competition at 

Morecambe. The people of Saltaire were by now accustomed to meet their choir on its 

return from competitions, and share in its triumphs and disappointments. On this occasion 

hundreds gathered at Saltaire railway station. The train was abominably late, but the crowd 

kept up its spirits by singing glees. At 1.30 a.m. (I) the choir arrived with news of another 

triumph. By then it was raining, but 'time-honoured custom' demanded a short concert 'on 

the bridge' -  the road bridge or the footbridge? - and the choir obliged with The Sea hath its 

Pearls. Rain was now coming down 'in torrents' but the audience was not satisfied till Robert 

Pearsall's madrigal Great God of Love had been sung from memory under umbrellas. 

Sources 

F. J. Fuller, 'A Retrospect', Saltaire Weslyan Church Jubilee Souvenir Booklet (1918), pp. 5-10. 

Roger Clarke and David King. Notes on the Saltaire Website based on reports in the Saltaire 
Sentinel. 

Percy Scholns, ed., The Mirror of Music, (1947), vol. 2, p. 647, quoting a report in The Musical 

Times, June 1896. 

Author note 

James Ogden is  Baildon-born retired university lecturer now living in Wales. He has 

contributed articles to the Bradford Antiquary, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 
Transactions of the Yorkshire Dialect Society, Brontè Studies and the Journal of the 

J.B.Priestley Society 
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CEDRIC R. WILSON (1937-2015): AN APPRECIATION 

By John Haigh 

It was with great sadness that I received from Frank Metcalfe the news of Cedric Wilson's 

death in January 2015. ]am not sure when Cedric first became a member of the Bradford 

Historical and Antiquarian Society, but I surmise he was introduced by his cousin Mary Litter, 

the Excursions Secretary for nineteen years up to her untimely death in 1985. What I 

remember clearly is that he took over from meat Secretary of the Society at the start of my 

first term as President in 1977. He was a most efficient and supportive secretary in what 

turned out to be a fairly difficult period, as we struggled to arrange suitable celebrations 

marking the Society's centenary year. 

In 1979 Mary Litter introduced Frank Metcalfe, a pupil librarian from Hanson School, 

to the Society; he acted as the Society's Librarian from 1981 to 1989, during which time he 

and Cedric established what was to become a lifelong friendship. Cedric continued as 

Secretary until 1989, when he handed over to Angela Holmes who still retains the post. 

Cedric remained on the Society's Council for four years before his election as President in 

1993. The subject of his first Presidential Address was Berwick-upon-Tweed, illustrated by 

slides which Frank had been persuaded to take under Cedric's direction. His second Address 

in 1994 was about Bradford Moor, the area where he spent his childhood; a nicely illustrated 

and edited version of the talk was eventually published in The Bradford Antiquary (Third 

Series Number 8(2003)64.75). A notable feature of the article is the detailed description of 

churches in the area; religion provided an essential focus for Cedric throughout his life. 

During his youthful reminiscences, Cedric dropped some hints about his medical 

problems, resulting from a severe and debilitating disease in early childhood and causing 

distress throughout his life. A strong will and cheerful disposition helped him cope with 

many of his difficulties, but in his later years he became increasingly reliant on the assistance 

of friends. He was employed in clerical work at the Yorkshire Electricity Board for almost 

forty years until his retirement in the early 1990s. Cedric had a great spirit of adventure and 

loved to travel. At one period I regularly offered him lifts home after Society meetings; in the 

early days of the Channel Tunnel, he almost invariably regaled me with a tale of his latest 

bargain holiday in France, booked on Eurostar by his friends in the South. I have now 

discovered that he had several groups of friends who provided similar opportunities. 

The address at Cedric's Requiem Mass was given by a lifelong friend who emphasised 

Cedric's loyalty and hatred of dissension among those around him. Cedric was indeed loyal 

to his friends and to everything with which he was involved, but his great virtue lay in 

inspiring the loyalty of others. The last occasion on which Cedric managed to attend a 

meeting of the Society was in 2011, when became to the Biennial Dinner with Frank 

Metcalfe, but he continued to pay his subscription up to the final year of his life; 

furthermore he also ensured that Frank's subscription was paid promptly! Several of our 
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members still remember his congenial chats before and after meetings. Cedric will be sadly 

missed by his many friends, both within and beyond our Society. 
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KEIGHLEY CHARACTERS 

By John Waddington-Feather 

In the Keighley of my youth there were characters wandering about the town who were 

clearly retarded and today would be residents of care homes. Then, they lived goodness 

knows where, but earned their livings selling cheap wares. I don't recall any of them begging 

as junkies or alcoholics do now. 

Sally Matchbox was one such character. I never knew her real name but she stood 

just outside the general post-office in town selling boxes of matches. She was a small 

wizened lady who wore cheap Woolworth spectacles and old-fashioned clothes, probably 

bought from a second-hand shop. On her head was a large black beret. Though she stood 

outside in all weathers she always gave you a smile and had a twinkle in her eyes. 

My father, Ira Feather, a well-known Keighley auctioneer and valuer, bought his 

matches from her and after a brief chat he always raised his fedora hat to her and wished 

her good-day. One day I asked him why he treated her so courteously, after all, she was only 

matchbox seller. He replied quietly, "Sully is a lady and I hope I'm a gentleman." He didn't 

elaborate, but the answer stayed with me for the rest of my life. My father was always 

courteous with people whoever they were; never patronising, no matter what their station 

in life and I've tried to be the name. 

Another well-known character was Freddy Gramophone, who each night shuffled 

along the cinema queues, shabbily dressed in a long black overcoat and wearing a greasy 

cap. He pushed an old pram in which was a gramophone and pile of crackly records which he 

played an he shuffled along holding out his cap at the same time. Woe betides you if you 

didn't pat a coin or two into his cap! He'd stand before you and call you a skinflint and much 

else, much to the amusement of the rest of the queue. 

Then there was Old Mothballs, a dumpy little man with a cheery smile who had a 

string of mothballs hanging from the rim of his bowler hat and drifted round the town selling 

mothballs to regular customers and passers-by. Those were the days when clothes were 

made of pure wool and not artificial yarn like nylon. Consequently mothballs were in great 

demand to stop clothes being ravaged by moths which laid their eggs in clothes stored in 

wardrobes, which reeked of mothballs when you opened them. So did the dresses of elderly 

ladies, who doused themselves in lavender water to hide the smell. 

Being an auctioneer, my father attracted many down-at-heel buyers and onlookers to 

his house-sales. These poorer clients varied from scrap-iron dealers to Irish labourers who 

picked up bargains to sell on. There was rarely anything left over after a sale. Even broken 

furniture had buyers; so had the old iron bedsteads rapidly being replaced in the 1950s by 

more modern furniture. So as I approached my late teens, I travelled round his sales 

sometimes acting as his clerk and got to know many of the characters in my father's orbit. 

Much to my mother's embarrassment I suspect, he invited some of these badly 

nourished people into our house for a meal, for he was very open-handed, especially after a 
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drink or two. One guest was a neighbour down the street called Janie. She'd lived for years 

with a bachelor brother and had worked as  well-qualified secretary somewhere in town till 

her brother died. Then she went odd and became a recluse. She wouldn't be seen for days 

and hung onions on sticks out of her bedroom window to ward off evil spirits! There was a 

good community spirit down our street and I suspect Janie was monitored by her 

neighbours; but my father who'd known her and her brother for years, one day invited her in 

for an evening meal. She surprised us all by turning up in her mother's wedding dress, 

holding an expensive three-branched silver candlestick, which she solemnly placed in the 

middle of the table and had my father light. For the rest of the meal, my younger brother 

and I sat in wide-eyed silence, listening to ionic tell tales of her early life as she solemnly ate 

her meal. The way she carried herself and spoke, she might have been a duchess. 

Among other guests my father invited for meals was a poor family who lived on the 

other side of Victoria Park in  run-down area called Eastwood Square. The father was well 

known in the town collecting odds and ends which he sold from a handcart or to metal 

dealers. He was also well known in the annual Hospital Gala procession, dressed in an 

outrageous costume walking on foot with a collecting box for the local hospital making fun 

of spectators by the roadside till they put something in his boo. On one occasion he dined 

with us he brought his large unwashed family, who crammed into our little dining room to 

eat the fish and chips and mushy peas my father had ordered. I remember that occasion 

most of all for the smell! 

I could write at length about some of the other characters in Keighley when I was 

growing up: newspaper sellers, oatcake vendors, rag-and-bone men and host of others who 

came round the street hawking their mares; not to mention the shopkeepers in the area. But 

then, when I was a boy every citizen of Keighley was a character of some sorts. However, I 

must mention our butcher in town, who was of German stock which settled in Bradford and 

district at the end of the nineteenth century as pork and wool-merchants. The composer 

Delius' father was one of them. 

Our butcher was a large florid-faced mart, like many butchers who ate too much 

meat. He dressed in the conventional blue and white apron but wore a bowler hat in the 

shop. He was passionately fond of the theatre and knew many well-known actors and 

actresses whose autographed photos he had hung up in his shop. They made interesting 

viewing while you were being served. Many famous music-hall turns were there like Dan 

Lena and Charlie Chaplin, George Formby and Arthur Askey, as well as classical actors like 

Lawrence Olivier and John Gielgud. 

Our butcher was among the members of the Conservative Club and the Cycling Club, 

patronised by professional middle-class clientele including my father. They met for a drink 

every Saturday morning in the Conservative Club and pat the world to rights. One of their 

number was a vet, Donald Campbell, a tall, dour man from the Highlands who spoke Gaelic 

and had a fund of vet stories. He was a dyed-in-the-blood Conservative, unlike his son, 

Alastair Campbell, the spin-doctor of former Labour Prime Minister, Tony Blair. Donald 
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moved to the Midlands where his son went to school and later Cambridge University, so we 

never heard what bethought of his son's subsequent career in politics. Just as well perhaps! 

Lucky indeed I was to be raised in the 1930s, 40s, and SOs. It was a Golden Age in 

which the town flourished before the collapse of the textile trade, and subsequent decades 

when many immigrants settled in the town bringing with them their own languages and 

cultures. The wealth of characters! grew up among made a lasting impression on my young 

life and I've tried to capture some of them in my short stories. One of these stories is 

currently being used by the British Council in one of their educational projects, BritLit, in 

Russia as part of a programme to introduce young Russians to contemporary British 

literature. I suppose those old-timers' place in Keighley life has taken by other characters 

now, but they won't be quite the same as the loveable eccentrics of my youth. 

Author Note 

John Waddington-Feather was born in Keighley, attended Keighley Boys' Grammar School 

and graduated in English at Leeds University. After university he served in the Intelligence 

Corps, where he gained his wings as a paratrooper. A retired schoolmaster - schools 

included Salts Grammar School — John is an Anglican Priest and Non Stipendiary Magistrate 

now living in Shrewsbury where he taught and has ministered in the prison there for the past 

36 years. His many writings include the verse-play, Garlic Lane, which won the Burton Award 

in 1999, Quill's Adventures in Grozzieland which was nominated for the Carnegie Medal in 

1989, detective novels and poetry. He was co-author with Bob Duckett of Bradford: History 

& Guide (2005) and author of The Best of John Hartley: An account of his life & 'The Clock 

Almanack' (2007). John was the first chairman of the J B Priestley Society and has served on 

the Councils of the Brontë Society and the Yorkshire Dialect Society. In 1985 he was elected 

a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 
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FIFTY YEARS ON THE BHAS COUNCIL: A PERSONAL MEMOIR 

By John Haigh 

My family has been associated with the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society for as 

long as I can clearly remember. My maternal grandfather, John Henry Binns, with whom I 

lived for most of the years prior to my marriage, was officially designated as a woolcornbing 

manager. He retired in 1946, ill and exhausted, after running a moderate-sized combing 

plant more or less singlehanded throughout the Second World War, but soon sought new 

interests to occupy his retirement; the Society was among the pursuits he found. lam not 

sure why he became a member, for he never showed any great interest in history, but he 

was elected Treasurer in 1949 and held the office for fourteen years. I became a junior 

member while still at school and re-joined as  full member after coming down from 

university in the early 1960s.I was elected to the Society's Council in 1964 and for a couple 

of years I attended with my grandfather. 

Fifty years ago the Society pursued its aims through four groups of activities - 

lectures during the winter, excursions in summer, publication of The Bradford Antiquary, 

and the provision of a library of local books and documents. The policy remains, but with a 

gradual change of emphasis. The Society met in the old Mechanics' Institute at the bottom 

of Sunbridge Road between Tyrrel Street and Town Hall Square; general meetings were held 

in the Science Lecture Room and Council meetings in the Committee Room. The library was 

housed in bookcases around the walls of the Science Room, readily accessible to members 

before and after meetings. There were eleven lecture meetings at fortnightly intervals 

during the winter months, avoiding Christmas, and eight or nine excursions during the 

summer. 

The Society was very popular throughout the 1950s and 19605, with membership 

constantly around 250 and a typical lecture attendance of about 80. In spite of the 

Mechanics' Institute's somewhat neglected air, the Science Room provided a congenial 

setting for our meetings. With television still in its infancy, people were keen logo out for 

entertainment and education, and the 'Mechanics' was in the centre of town within easy 

reach of most bus routes. On at least one occasion about 130 people were packed into a 

room that could comfortably seat about 90! The Council discussed whether we should move 

to an alternative venue, but agreed that such a move would be impractical and, in any case, 

the attendance soon subsided to more manageable proportions. 

The topics covered by the lectures are recognisably similar to those nowadays, with 

some describing recent work on the history of the Bradford district, some relating to a wider 

area, and some based on members' historical observations while on holiday. John La Page 

presented a talk almost every year and covered all three categories, perhaps to be expected 

of a Fellow of three of the nation's learned societies; he had been President for most of the 

duration of the Second World War and subsequently became Secretary. An interesting 
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feature of the period is the office of Honorary Lantern ist, responsible fore nsuring that 

illustrations appeared at the correct point of the lecture. As technology developed and more 

lecturers brought their own projectors, the title was changed to Honorary Projectionist and 

finally disappeared in the early 1990s. 

During my early years on the Council, the dominant personality was Wilfrid 

Robertshaw who, after leaving school at the age of fourteen, had diligently gained 

qualifications to be appointed as Director of the Bradford City Art Gallery and Museums in 

1939. On a visit to Wilfrid with my grandfather, I was greatly impressed by his office 'behind 

the scenes' at the Cartwright Memorial Hall. Wilfrid joined the Society in 1921, becoming 

Secretary in 1927, then President in 1934 and again in 1955. His major work lay in editing 23 

issues of The Bradford Antiquary from 1927 to 1972; he was a regular contributor to the 

journal and to an occasional publication entitled The Local Record Series. While I was 

Secretary, I visited Wilfrid at his home, where I found him surrounded by a multitude of 

small slips of paper that he would eventually collate into the index for Parts XLI to XLV 

(Volume IX) of The Bradford Antiquary; the fruit of his labour forms an Appendix to Part 

XLVI. His fastidiousness in this task is typical of his scholarly approach to all his work. In 

order to give the Society a more modern appeal, I once proposed that the name should be 

changed to Bradford Local History Society; my proposal met with Wilfrid's utter disdain and 

was hastily quashed. I now think that he was right, but for the wrong reasons; with the 

formation of local history groups around the City, it is good to have a distinctive title 

indicating our role as the central organisation. Wilfrid attached an appeal to Part XLI which 

reads: 

The policy of the Society's Council is to publish only articles written from original 

records and, in the case of archaeology and field work generally, from personal 

investigations. 

The council are concerned about the lock of materialfor the Society's journal 

and now appeal to members and other readers who are able, to prepare original 

articles on local historical or archaeological subjects and submit them to the Editor. 

While Wilfrid's scholarliness was entirely admirable, I wonder whether a more flexible policy 

might have led to more rapid developments in local studies and to greater interest in the 

results. 

During his time as Treasurer, my grandfather established a strong personal 

friendship with John Cudworth Shaw. In fact John was much closer to my mother's 

generation than to my grandfather's; but perhaps the wool industry provided a common 

bond between the two men. John was immensely proud to be a grandson of William 

Cudworth, the Bradford journalist, social historian and founder member of the Society. He 

had served as  young subaltern with the Sl Highland Division during the final months of 

the Great War. I first knew him when he was Excursions Secretary from 1955 to 1963. His 

excursions were always informative, enjoyable, and very well organised, based on his wide 

knowledge of the local countryside and its monuments, but he found their planning very 
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stressful. John was also an excellent photographer and kept a large collection of colour 

slides from his travels around the British Isles, forming the basis of many excellent lectures 

to the Society. I was persuaded to purchase a camera similar to his Voigtländer Vito B, but I 

could never emulate the quality of pictures that John obtained from that primitive camera. 

John's son Robert eventually persuaded him to extend his holiday range to France, a country 

which he embraced with all his customary enthusiasm, including a visit to the famous 

Lascauv caves before their closure to the general public. 

John Shaw took over from my grandfather as Treasurer in 1963 and became 

President in 1969. He was an instinctive rather than an academic historian and very little 

written record of his work remains. I remember him as a supportive presence on the 

Council, always speaking with wit and commonsense, and I felt a great sense of loss when 

he died in the late 1970s. He was succeeded as Treasurer by Elizabeth Stewart, a Primary 

School headmistress and the owner of Bolton Old Hall, where she once invited the Society 

to tea as part of a local excursion. Elizabeth was another sensible and supportive member of 

the Council, whose death at a comparatively early age I also regretted. 

The 1970s were a difficult period for the Society, as they were for the nation. 

Bradford City Council decided to demolish many Victorian buildings in the city centre, 

including the Mechanics' Institute, and to replace them with a modern development 

scheme. I led the Society's vociferous protest against the scheme, particularly against the 

demolition of Kirkgate Market, Swan Arcade and the Mechanics' Institute, but in 1973 we 

were compelled to leave the Society's home since 1917 and to seek anew meeting place. 

The decision to move to the new Central Library was based largely on the City Council's 

promises of preferential treatment for room bookings and of the allocation of a store room 

to house the Society's library. The arrangement never worked satisfactorily: the lecture 

rooms were unwelcoming, with poor acoustics and visibility; it was difficult to black out the 

room for slide projection; the Society's library was housed some distance away from the 

lecture room, making it difficult for new members to find; equipment had to be dragged a 

long distance in preparation for lectures; and the cost of room hire rose steadily. In 

consequence membership declined steadily for about thirty years. An interesting sidelight 

on the redevelopment scheme concerned Leslie Heywood, the Deputy City Architect and 

President of the Society from 1965 to 1967, who initiated my election as Secretary in 1966. 

During the redevelopment he resigned from his City post and from the Society, and I 

understand left the district; he offered no explanation, but there were rumours that he had 

no wish to be implicated in illicit deals, which had resulted in criminal prosecutions 

elsewhere in the country. Leslie's departure was another substantial blow, but it is good 

that the Society has outlived most of the buildings in redevelopment scheme. 

The Society celebrated its centenary in 1978, and I was flattered to be elected as 

President for that year, on the proposition of Irene Bentham. Philip and Irene Bentham had 

long been members of the Society; Irene was an enthusiastic supporter of the National Trust 

and presented several lectures on its properties, and Philip was President from 1973 to 

1975. It was not easy to organise suitable celebratory functions to mark the occasion. There 



were just two main events; the publication of a booklet One Hundred Years of Local History 

by Jack Reynolds and William Baines, and a grand dinner in the Connaught Rooms. The 

dinner was sufficiently successful to be repeated as our Biennial Dinner ever since. 

After an interval of two years, John Shaw was succeeded as Excursions Secretary by 

Mary Lister, who brought tremendous energy and enthusiasm to the office. She constantly 

found new and interesting places to visit and extended the excursions programme, 

eventually including annual residential weekends in the Cotswolds. As the father of a young 

family, I could not go on long trips, but the Cotswold weekends were greatly enjoyed by all 

participants, including my mother who regarded them usher summer holiday. Mary's 

arrangements, particularly on longer excursions, placed significant emphasis on food, for 

her knowledge of eating places was excelled only by that of ancient buildings. This made the 

excursions somewhat expensive and created some division between excursion members 

and lecture members. With Mary's sudden and regrettable death in 1985, the Society faced 

a major problem in continuing her work. Initially, different members were persuaded to 

arrange trips to places with which they were familiar, and the disparate contributions were 

then organised into a coherent programme. The names of Audrey Roberts and Dorothy 

Griffiths spring to wind as hard-working co-ordinators. I arranged a couple of trips to North 

Wales, where I have family ties, and they seemed to be well received. This informal 

organisation worked well enough for a few years, but problems arose in booking couches 

and finding suitable places for refreshments. 

Mrs K. Bonson of J.A.K. Travel Services offered to take over as Excursions Co-

ordinator and to include on her firm's brochure some excursions with our members in mind. 

Unfortunately her excursions failed to attract our members and the post of Excursions 

Secretary or Co-ordinator disappeared from our list of officers by 2003. The Society now 

appeared to be failing in all its activities: the lecture room was unsatisfactory; the library 

inconvenient; the excursions almost non-existent, and The Antiquary published only 

spasmodically. The membership declined to little more than fifty. It was fortunate that Mary 

Lister had accumulated a substantial surplus in her excursions account; merging this with 

the general account, and adding a useful sum from the sale of surplus library books, secured 

the Society's finances for several years. When Anne George was President from 2005 to 

2007 and I was Treasurer, we discussed the future of the Society and agreed that, if the 

worst came to the worst, the essential was to maintain publication of The Bradford 

Antiquary for as long as possible. Fortunately the worst never came and the Society's 

fortune improved steadily from then on. 

My predecessor as Secretary was John Hustwick, the son of Wade Hustwick, a 

popular local historian and former President of the Society; it was a matter of some regret 

that John never achieved the same reputation as his father. When I became President in 

1977, Cedric Wilson took over as Secretary; I have contributed an appreciation of him 

elsewhere in this journal. Cedric was succeeded in 1989 by Angela Holmes, who continues 

as Secretary to the present day. As well as recording the Society's activities, Angela 

organised several summer excursions at yearly intervals. I particularly remember an 
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enjoyable and illuminating walking tour of Halifax; how comparatively fortunate that town 

was to preserve so many of its historic buildings! 

Without a full excursions programme, the successive Lectures Secretaries have been 

mainly responsible for providing attractive activities for our Society, and I admire them for 

consistently maintaining programmes of varied range and high quality. When I first became 

involved in the Society the office had been held for many years by Ivy Stringer, a charmingly 

old-fashioned lady who was also President for a single year from 1954. The next Lectures 

Secretary was Elsie Briggs, whose period of office from 1960 to 1974 overlapped with my 

time as Secretary; I felt we collaborated well in the administration of the Society. She was 

succeeded by Alec Thomas, whose business commitments prevented him from attending 

many Council meetings, causing some anxiety as to whether he would deliver the final 

programme on time; in fact he continued to deliver first-class programmes until 1992. As 

President from 1995 to 1997, he contributed two excellent addresses on the region of the 

Spen Valley. Alec was an avid reader of the Yorkshire Archaeological Journal and the 

Thoresby Society Journal and always looked forward to new issues appearing in the Society's 

library; it is unfortunate that the reduction in library space now prevents us from stocking 

those journals. Alec was succeeded by Stella Carpenter, who during her period of office until 

2007 became a mainstay for the society's activities. As well as arranging the lectures, she 

produced a members' news-sheet, organised the printing and circulation of the Society's 

literature, contributed to several local exhibitions, and was President from 1999 to 2001. 

Stella's specialism is the history of Wibsey; she has contributed several lectures and articles 

on the township to our Society and to her local history group. Betty Woodrow has been 

Lectures Secretary since 2007 and likewise contributes to our other activities. 

The Society's library has been another continuing, but variable, activity. Ivy Holgate 

was the Librarian during the 1960s; she and her husband were personal friends of our 

family, and we visited their rather splendid old house in Clayton several times. Ivy was an 

enthusiastic supporter of the Bronte Society and wrote several articles on Haworth and the 

Brontés. There was a separate Library Sub-Committee, which co-opted a professional 

advisor from Bradford City Libraries and maintained its own finances, with a regular grunt 

from the Society and occasional donations. Members were issued with a printed catalogue, 

and occasional supplements listed new acquisitions. While the Society met in the 

Mechanics' Institute, the library expanded quite rapidly and was well used; in 1973 John 

Thornhill, Mrs Holgate's successor, reported that the library had been used by 52 members 

who had borrowed 274 books. Three years later, however, after the move to Bradford 

Central Library, he complained that the usage had fallen to lB members borrowing 95 

books. The inconvenience of the meeting rooms and the library store was obviously taking 

its toll. When John became President in 1981 he was succeeded as Librarian by Frank 

Metcalfe, a recent school leaver; it was quite a change for the Society to appoint a youthful 

officer! An article in The Bradford Antiquary (Third Series 1 (1985) 73-5) suggests that Frank 

was athletic as well as youthful, while assisting Mary Lister in her work of church recording. 
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Having found employment away from Bradford, Frank was succeeded by Roy Wooller, who 

was keen that the library should provide an archive for active research. His acquired the 

records of Brown Muff's department store, the basis for several presentations about the 

social life of the staff, of nostalgic interest to those who had frequented the store. 

Unfortunately Roy's research was curtailed by personal bereavement, and his work was 

never completed. It is a good principle that organisations should not attempt to store 

archives, unless they are certain that they have the necessary space and personnel to 

ensure continuity of effort. A case in point is a collection of lantern slides, without a 

catalogue, that were stored in the Society's cupboard for many years; they looked to be of 

historical interest, but nobody was certain what they portrayed and eventually it became 

impossible to view them properly. I lost count of the number of times the slides were 

discussed at Council meetings, without any progress towards their disposal. Since Roy's 

resignation, the library has been in professional hands, first of Anne George and 

subsequently of David Croft. One consequence of the recent move to the Bradford Club is 

the reduction of the Society's library to a single bookcase; this was taken as an opportunity 

to sell off redundant stock and to concentrate on the Bradford Metropolitan area. David is 

now rebuilding the book stock in a manner that attracts the interest of a growing number of 

members. 

The history of the Society's journal has been largely written up in appreciations of 

two of its former Editors: Wilfrid Robertshaw (The Bradford Antiquary New Series XLVI 

(1976) 1-6) and Joseph Fieldhouse (Third Series 14 (2010) 118-9). The Society has always 

aimed to publish either annually or biennially, but there have been significant gaps over the 

years, the two most recent ones being from 1976 to 1982, when Joe Fieldhouse terminated 

the New Series with Part XLVII, and from 1992 to 1999, when Bob Duckett re-established 

Joe Fieldhouse's Third Series with Number 7. Since the new millennium The Antiquary has 

gone from strength to strength; the last ten issues have been published at annual intervals 

and the number of pages has increased steadily. Bob is to be congratulated on finding an 

economical source for the printing and a constant stream of interesting articles. My only 

reservation is that since 1976 the journal contains no Annual Reports, which provide a 

reference point for anyone exploring the history of the Society. I have had no problem in 

checking facts and dates prior to 1976, when the journal included as many as five reports in 

a single issue, but it has been much more difficult for later years. 

There is one office in any society which tends to be generally overlooked, perhaps 

because it is not listed among the activities, but whose officer is always summoned in times 

of crisis, namely the treasurership. Stan Varo became Treasurer in 1986 and continued for 

fourteen years. He was a practical craftsman and often collaborated with Stella Carpenter in 

constructing displays for the Society to use at exhibitions and open days. It was a loss to the 

Society when Stan decided to devote himself to gardening in preference to history. I took 

over from him in 2000 and managed one year less than Stan before handing over to David 

Glass. We are fortunate to find David, who recently became a member, as not only is he a 

very competent treasurer, but he also handles email communications with great enthusiasm 
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and efficiency. On the subject of money, I must mention our Honorary Auditor, Maurice 

Smithies, the only officer elected directly by the membership. At a time of crisis, Maurice 

was approached by Edwin Mitchell, John Shaw's successor as President, and promised to 

audit the Society's books for as long as required; nearly thirty years later he still fulfils that 

promise. 

The most obvious change in the Society over the past fifty years is the decrease in size of 

both the membership and the Council. In the early 1960s the Council consisted of twelve 

elected members, together with seven officers 'en officio' and about eight Vice-Presidents, 

among whom were several dominant figures from earlier decades, including Ivy Holgate, 

Wade Hustwick, John La Page and Wilfrid Robertshaw. Council meetings were generally well 

attended, making it a body of substantial size. Nowadays the Council consists of five 

executive officers, two recent Presidents - Geoff Twentyman and Astrid Hansen - and three 

others. These ten people form a very coherent group, and it is undoubtedly true that what 

they lack in numbers they make up for in enthusiasm, constantly seeking to renew and 

expand the Society's activities. The problem with depending on such a small, active team is 

that, if just one of them leaves the Society, there may well be crisis similar to that caused by 

the death of Mary Lister. 

The move to the Bradford Club may have been enforced by the compulsory closure 

of the Central Library, but it appears to have been of mutual benefit to the Society and the 

Club. The meeting room at the Club is ideal for the Society's activities, as witnessed by the 

consistently good attendance at recent lectures, a deserved tribute to Betty Woodrow's 

programmes. Members can socialise in the ambience of the Club before and after lectures, 

and the library is easily accessible. Advised by Janet Senior and Ian Watson, the Society has 

recently purchased a digital projector and a small computer to enable speakers to illustrate 

their material with digital slides and PowerPoint presentations. This equipment was put to 

excellent use in March 2015 during the Day School on "Bradford in 1851", which was 

entirely successful and represents a commendable extension of the Society's activities; I 

look forward to repeat events in the future. Another technical innovation is the continuing 

development of the Society's Internet site, which attracts queries from around the world, as 

well as new members and sales of TheAntiquory. 

Other changes over time have included the evolution of the annual lecture 

programme from eleven evening meetings at fortnightly intervals to nine morning meetings 

at monthly intervals, together with the reduction of the excursions programme to a single 

excursion, possibly augmented with a couple of local walks. Although the concentration on 

daytime activities suits the current membership, it excludes people of working age. In fifty 

years' time therein unlikely to be anyone in a position to write an article similar to this one. 

On the other hand, if we can maintain the current programmes, continue to publish The 

Antiquary annually, and ensure continuity of personnel, then the Society may bean strong 

as it has ever been and should flourish for the foreseeable future. 

Finally I emphasise that this is  personal memoir, not a fully researched history of 

the Society, and lam aware of many strands that I have not been able to explore. I have 
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done my best to ensure that my memory is compatible with the recorded facts, but I 

apologise to those who feel that I have failed to give proper recognition to their good work. 

Author note 

John Haigh's long connection with the Society is described in this article. He has been a 

member of the Governing Council since 1964/5. Beyond Bradford he is best known as the 

author of a computer program called AeriaI5, which is intended to assist in the geometrical 

interpretation of aerial photographs and is used by Historic England and other groups 

involved in archaeological aerial surveys. He hopes that the program will soon be available 

to teams undertaking topographical surveys in the Bradford district. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Secret Bradford, by Mark Davis. Amberley Publishing, 2014. 128pp, ISBN: 978-1-4456-4359-

5, £15.99. 

What I once said of Derek Lister on producing his fourth book about Bradford, I can 

now say about Mark Davis on producing his tenth: "Thank goodness for Mark Davis!" 

Remarkable books too: strikingly produced, outstanding photographs, absorbing text. Secret 

Bradford is a book to savour. 

"My intention with this book was to create a lasting record of locations important at 

a time when industry and manufacturing was king." (Introduction) In 128 pages, each with a 

stunning photograph of some aspect of Bradford's Victorian and Edwardian built heritage, 

Mark Davis has sought out places hidden from general view —the secret places - 

representative of yesterday's Bradford. We are taken inside tunnels - the closed one at 

Thackley, the Queensbury GIVER, and underground in the 'Academy' (the remains of Boiling 

Beck). We go inside numerous empty mills - Dalton's at Keighley, Denholme Velvets, Brick 

Lane (Heys), the Midland, Thompson's, Whetley, Crabtrees, and Listers. We go inside the 

Odeon, the Mecca Locano and Glenroyd Cinema. We go inside the Conditioning House, 

Wapping School, St Mary's Catholic Church, Fairmont Park Nursing Home and the West 

Bowling Mortuary Chapel. In all of these we see dereliction and the remains of a proud and 

prosperous Bradford. We see burnt out buildings and bits of architecture - ornate chimneys, 

lift shafts and stairwells, stained glass windows. We see bits of machinery, abandoned 

furniture, peeling posters and deserted litter-strewn floors. Davis has an eye for architectural 

detail: his commentary includes architects as well as owners of the buildings featured. 

There are a number of brief chapters and each image has an accompanying caption. 

The book ends on an upbeat note with several birds' eye views of present-day renascent 

Bradford - City Park and the Broadway development - from 300ft up a crane. Brave lad our 

Mark! 

While acknowledging the sad and melancholic nature of the subject matter, the 

author puts a positive spin on the project pointing out that the images provide a permanent 

record of what has once been and a record for the future. Point taken, not least by we 

historians. Extra weight is given by Sheila Dibnah in a thoughtful Foreword. Philosophising 

apart, this is  most attractive book - a book to drool over, reflect on, and enjoy. Bob 

Duckett 

Necropolis: City of the Dead: Undercliffe Victorian Cemetery by Mark Davis. Amberley 

Publishing, 2015. 128 pp. ISBN: 978-1-4456-34-85-2. £15.99 

In similar format to Secret Bradford (reviewed above) - profusely illustrated with 

stunning photography, landscape mode - is Mark Davis' eleventh book on Bradford: Necropolis: 

City of the Dead: Undercliffe Victorian Cemetery. The author first thought of this work as a 
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coffee-table' book, with the striking images left to tell their own stories. I can see this would 

have worked, for Undercliffe Cemetery is  photographer's paradise and Mark's photography is 

up to the challenge, but doubtless the realities of marketing will have been a deterrent. But we 

still have a work of beautiful images, though now augmented with text and captions covering 

the history, layout, and lives of some of the inhabitants of this remarkable Grade II listed 

Victorian burial ground. 

The author quotes the saying that "if you really want to understand the history of your 

town or city then visit the local cemetery." Here at Undercliffe, writ large in granite and marble, 

and set against the panoramic backdrop of Bradford, is etched much of the city's industrial past. 

The Undercliffe necropolis is a historian's paradise. "A poor life this if, full of care, /We have no 

time to stand and stare." This quote from W H Davis strikes home as the author conducts us 

round the cemetery, showing us the fabulous architecture and grave ornaments, and telling 

the stories of many of those buried here. Not just the lllingworths, the Holdens, the Garnetts, 

the Byles, the Behrens and the Ripleys, but also of eight-year old Susan Woodhead, the 

youngest victim of the Newlands Mill Disaster disaster, and of the four children aged between 1 

and 9 of station master Robert Smith and his wife Harriet. 

Aside from the stunning photography, we are given a plan of the cemetery, details of its 

founding when 26 acres of land was purchased by the Bradford Cemetery Company from the 

Hustler Estate in 1851, the crisis of 1980 when the site was sold for £5.00 and demolition was a 

reality, and how interments can be carried out today. We learn that there are six listed 

monuments, that there are 134 registered war graves overseen by the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission. We are introduced to significant pieces of architecture, the ecology of the 

place, and a little about the nature of Victorian funerals. There is glossary of funeral art 

symbolism - a sickle represents death as the last harvest, and a weeping angel signifying grief 

or mourning for an untimely death, and there are brief accounts of some of the better-known 

interned such as architect Wiliam Mawson, Wiliam Hardaker (Humbug Billy), Chief Constable 

James Withers, chemist Felix Rimmington, engineer and housing developer Sir Anthony Gadie, 

stonemason Miles Moulson, and historians, William Cudworth and Thomas Empsall. The work 

ends with a brief account of the author's own search for his Bradford Roots. 

Absorbing though this information is, it does not supersede the book by Cohn Clark and 

Reuben Davison, In Loving Memory: the story of Undercliffe Cemetery (2004), to which Mark 

Davis pays tribute, and it certainly does not detract from the prime feature of this book, the 

stunning photographs. From the beauty of the images and what we learn from the inscriptions 

and text, a mood of melancholic reflection is set. We laud the work of the current owners of 

this iconic place, the Undercliffe Cemetery Charity, and the initiative of Mark Davis in creating 

this beautiful and thoughtful book. Bob Duckett 
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Holden's Ghosts. The life and times of Sir Isaac Holden: Inaentor, Woolcomber and Radical 

Liberal MP, by Tony Holden. Leen Editions, 2015. 210pp. ISBN: 978-0993161216. £10.00 

In Victorian Bradford it was never the meek who inherited the earth. At a time when ten 

percent of Britain's national income was obtained from textiles the proprietor of a successful 

business could accumulate almost unimaginable wealth. Talent combined with constant hard 

work could bring not only monetary rewards but seats in parliament, titles, and landed estates. 

But the financial success so gained came at a cost. It was very difficult to combine business with 

family life, and a depression in the market could push even the most prudent mill-owner into 

bankruptcy. In consequence few members of the millocrocy showed any real sympathy when 

their employees wished for a greater share of the wealth generated by their own skill and long 

working hours. Sir Isaac Holden's career embodies most of these considerations which have 

been woven together by Tony Holden in a recently published biography of his distinguished 

ancestor. The ghosts of the title were male mill-workers who laboured through the night at his 

factories. 

Isaac was born in 1807.1 thought I knew the bare bones of his career but I had not 

appreciated how very impoverished his early life had been, or how long it took him to obtain a 

partnership with Townsends at Cullingworth, after which time his career really took off. In the 

late 1840s Isaac endured the death of his first wife and a financial catastrophe in quick 

succession. Despite these set-backs, which would have destroyed a lesser man, he proceeded to 

develop his famous wool-combing concern in France, which was to prove immensely profitable. 

Tony Holden's account contains a great deal of information about Isaac's second marriage to 

Sarah Sugden which is completely new, and offers a rare opportunity to understand the man 

rather than the mill-owner. The sometimes uneasy relationship of Isaac with his sons, daughters 

and nephews is also explored at length which is one of the biography's achievements, as is the 

full list of sources that will greatly assist any future historian of Isaac's life. Of almost equal 

interest are the little human touches such as lsaacs's unexpected love for strong cigars and fine 

wines, or the description of the luxurious apartments at his new home, Oakworth House. Today 

we may regret that he was quite so enthusiastic in his adoption of self-interested capitalism, or 

that he was opposed to factory reform, but unquestionably Isaac had many fine qualities being 

loyal, industrious, generous, and trustworthy. 

It is difficult not to compare him with his great rival, and one time partner, Samuel 

Cunliffe Lister, but making such a comparison is often to Isaac's credit. He was born into poverty 

whereas Lister's father was a mill proprietor and builder who had inherited great wealth by 

marriage. In religion Isaac was a life-long and philanthropic Wesleyan, but Lister's Anglicanism 

was not marked by signs of any great devotion. Surprisingly, perhaps, the conservative Lister 

was never elected to the House of Commons whereas Holden, a radical liberal in early life, 

undertook public service as an MP on several occasions in the period 1865-95. I suppose Lister's 

great quality was his frankness, but many of his frank statements offended contemporary 

liberal consciences and in his final publication, written on the edge of the grave, he still felt he 

had to revisit old injuries and long-forgotten controversies. Given the alternatives of a long 
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weekend with Lister at his 22,000 acre Swinton Park estate, or wine, cigars and politics with 

Isaac, I would have no hesitation in electing to visit Oakworth. 

Lister was offered a baronetcy in Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee honours. The award 

announcement appeared widely in the press but in July 1887 a further notification was carried 

to the effect that he was not now intending 'to avail himself of the honour'. The reasons for his 

refusal at the eleventh hour have excited much speculation. We learn from the author that 

Isaac had earlier been offered a baronetcy himself, by Gladstone in 1884, but had refused at his 

wife's request. A determination not to take 'Isaac Holden's leavings' provides a perfect 

explanation for Lister's subsequent actions. Lister was ennobled as Lord Masham shortly after 

the Manningham Mill strike ended, with Isaac finally accepting his own honour two years later. 

Inevitably there are a few changes I would recommend for a second edition. The 

development of the mechanical wool comb, and the sale and purchase of wool-combing 

patents, is  confusingly complex story. If space could be found for brief biographies of the main 

characters involved: Collier, Heilmann, Schlumberger, Noble and, especially, George Edmund 

Donnisthorpe the account might be clearer. Alfred Carpmael, Lister's patent attorney, is 

mentioned once by surname only without any explanation of his role; a case for footnotes 

perhaps? Although Lister certainly entered into a dispute with Donnisthorpe's son Wordsworth 

this was only after Wordsworth tried to extract f10,000 from him on the basis of his dead 

father's perceived contributions to wool-combing technology. For once Lister seems to have 

been in the right. A more consistent approach to inverted commas, dates, parentheses and 

capitalisation would improve the readability of the text and typographical errors cause two 

nineteenth century dates to be placed in the twentieth century. But these are minor criticisms 

to set against the vast amount of factual information provided. 

Today at Cartwright Hall busts of Isaac Holden and Samuel Cunliffe Lister stare 

impassively at visitors. In his account the author has demonstrated conclusively that Isaac 

deserves to be remembered for his successful careers in textile manufacture and politics, not 

just for the prolonged controversy with Lister over who had invented the Square Motion 

mechanical wool comb. Once, when asked his opinion of a complex territorial question Lord 

Palmeston replied: 'only three people have ever really understood the Schleswig-Holstein 

business—the Prince Consort, who is dead—a German professor, who has gone mad—and I, 

who have forgotten all about it'. Similarly it is improbable that anyone will now ever determine 

which of the two textile magnates was the greater inventor, nor establish to what extent each 

man was responsible for his own innovations rather than benefiting from the gifted engineers 

in his employment. In February 1904 William Watson, then the Manningham Mills managing 

director, wrote to Lister's eldest son remarking: 'at the moment lam quite sure nobody cares in 

Bradford a brass farthing about the Square Motion or who invented it'. It is hard to disagree 

with this conclusion, but everyone with an interest in nineteenth century Bradford will benefit 

from reading this book. Derek Barker 
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Great War Britain: Bradford Remembering 1914-18 by Kathryn Hughes. The History Press, 

2015. 193pp. ISBN: 978-0-7509-5386-3. £12.99. Published in association with the Peace 

Museum (UK) Bradford. 

This fascinating book is obviously based on many hours of detailed research. The 

eight chapters of the book contain a series of vignettes which show how the people of 

Bradford were affected by World War I; not just the men who went off to fight but also older 

men, women, and children. Two of the chapters contain detailed descriptions of life in 

Bradford on the eve of the war, highlighting in particular trade, housing conditions, 

education, poverty, and the charities which helped to alleviate cases of need. The remainder 

of the book examines how the pressure of WWI (such as raising troops and caring for 

wounded soldiers) changed these and many other aspects of life in Bradford as it adapted to 

wartime conditions. 

The members of Bradford's German community were some of the first to be affected 

by the war and this book gives a vivid description of the problem they faced: "Many 

naturalised or British-born Germans felt alienated. Some publicly set about helping the war 

effort ... while others rushed to change their names." Bradford's textile trade also had strong 

German links and "The declaration of war with Germany, the best customer of the wool and 

textile trade with whom Bradford had strong connections, had a huge impact on the trade of 

the city." Germany had also produced eighty percent Britain's dyes including khaki and no 

"The Bradford Pals, and many other battalions, were initially dressed in a blue uniform until 

more khaki dye became available in the United Kingdom." 

In October 1914 the first Belgian refugees arrived in Bradford. Chapter  contains an 

account of how they were housed (initially in the Central Baths), trained and maintained 

until they could find employment. "Over 1,000 Belgian refugees had been housed and 

maintained in Bradford at a cost of £9,000 —the greater part of which was raised by the 

public." 

The book also shows how as the war progressed, there was a growing shortage of 

labour and increasingly a need to employ women: "Allowing women into factories and 

businesses to take the place of men who had enlisted was known as 'diluting the workforce'. 

Mr Pybus, managing director of Phoenix Dynamo took a leading role in the dilution of labour 

and providing facilities for female welfare." The increasing use of women workers led to a 

concern for young women's morals. The Girls' Patriotic Club was opened in 1916 "for the 

rest, refreshment and recreation of girls who came to the city for work or pleasure." 

Bradford's hospitals were also put under increasing pressure due to the 

Government's need to find more and more beds for wounded soldiers. Dr Hughes has coined 

a particularly apposite phrase to describe the movement of civilian patients to make room 

for military casualties: she describes it as "Musical Beds" (one hundred old and infirm 

women were accommodated in Wibsey Council School!). 

Bradford was one of many towns or cities which raised a Pals Battalion. Chapter 7 

includes an account of the Battle of the Somme when the Battalion suffered great losses and 



special editions of the Weekly Telegraph were published with hundreds of photographs of 

those who had been killed or wounded. 

Not everyone supported the war and the book contains an account of the work of 

the military tribunals which heard appeals against military service and considered "the 

various needs of the army, the needs of trade and industry and cases of personal and 

domestic hardship." It also describes the Women's Peace Crusades which pleaded for 'Peace 

by Negotiation.' 

Individual characters are also brought to life: Charles Harold Wood, a schoolboy, 

produced his own newspaper, and Frances Muriel Watson, a munitions worker at the Low 

Moor munitions factory when it exploded in 1916. 

The final chapter of the book describes the aftermath of the was and what happened 

after the guns fell silent and the troops came home, with a very moving postscript written in 

1919 by a former soldier who had returned to Bradford. 

This is an excellent and comprehensive account which, as the title says, remembers 

Bradford 1914-1918. It is enhanced by illustrations from the time, diagrams, quotes from 

newspapers of the time, and highlighted snippets of information such as a fascinating 

dispute over which church set up Bradford's first war shrine! Mike and Tish Lawson 

Ilkley and the Great War by Caroline Brown and Mark Hunnebell. Amberley Publishing, 

2014, 128pp. ISBN: 978-1-44S6-4102-7 (print); 978-1-4456-4111-9 (ebook). E12.99. 

Caroline Brown and Mark Hunnebell have produced a well researched and illustrated 

book documenting the impact the Great War had on Ilkley. It has eleven short chapters 

dealing with different aspects of life in Ilkley, using extracts from the Ilkley Gazette, and the 

Ilkley Grammar School magazine, The Olicanian. 

The first part of the book deals with the period just before the war, when there was 

considerable military activity in the town. Ilkley could have been a very different place if the 

plans to establish a military camp on the moor had come to fruition in the 1880s; however, 

Strensall near York was chosen instead. Many visiting Territorial units camped in Ilkley 

before the outbreak of war - the Lancashire Royal Engineers are featured in numerous 

photographs from 1906, and later an officer training camp was set up. 

The reality of was came to Ilkley in 1924 when a group of wounded Belgian soldiers, 

caught up in the fall of Antwerp arrived. When the Belgian families came, the generous Ilkley 

residents had to be warned not to give children sweets or coins, as this would encourage 

begging; instead a fund was set up. The hydros and existing convalescent homes were 

adapted for use as military hospitals. During the course of the war over three thousand 

soldiers were treated and only four deaths recorded. 

One chapter deals with the changing role of women set against the rise of the 

Suffrage movement (and in Ilkley the anti-Suffrage movement). A moral stand was also 

made by the League of Honour who encouraged temperance. 
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Morale was kept up by the music hall and cinema. Films tended to be short 

comedies; the popularity of government films depicting life at the front soon faded. 

Fascinating stories appear: the cricket team stopped playing as twenty-seven 

members were serving in the forces, so they turned over the field to production of hay. Their 

sports equipment was sent out to the Ilkley Territorial Battalion who were not active as they 

were short of ammunition. They played games of cricket in a poplar-lined field away from 

the front. 

An aptly-named chapter - Voices - gives extracts of letters from soldiers which were 

published in the Ilkley Gazette and the Oliconian in 1915. Good use is also made of the 

published history of the Ilkley Territorial Unit as well as a soldiers scrapbook. 

The book ends with the Armistice when the Ilkley Howitzer Battalion finally silenced 

their guns. The Peace celebrations in Ilkley and Burley are detailed and the unveiling of the 

war memorial in 1922. 

The book gives an excellent insight into life on the home front during this turbulent 

time. It also successfully interweaves the stories from the town with those from the war 

front, underlining the importance of both. Tish and Mike Lawson 

Iron Poppies: Low Moor Fallen 1914-1918 by Lucy Ives and Barbara Reardon. Low Moor 

Local History Group, 2014 pp. £7.00. (Available from Low Moor History Group, do 13 St 

Abbs Fold, Odsal, Bradford, BDS 1EL. Tel. 01274 673274.( Price including p. & p., £10.00. 

(Cheques payable to LMLHG( 

This book came about as a result of a comment by the Reverend Dorothy Ellis, Curate 

of Holy Trinity Church Low Moor, that it would be good to find out about the individuals 

who had Commonwealth war graves in the church graveyard. The project grew and it was 

decided to research every name on all the war memorials in Low Moor. "In stepped Barbara 

Reardon and Lucy Ines ... using the material already assembled they went to the 

Commonwealth War Graves website and from the often sparse information presented 

there, identified the correct individuals and begun the collation of information which has 

been skilfully reshaped to tell the stories of these brave local men." (Geoff Twentyman) 

This is an incredibly moving book; it provides information not only about the 109 

men who died from active service and whose names were inscribed on the Low Moor War 

Memorials, but also about the families and friends who were left behind to mourn their loss. 

It is the small details along with black and white photographs which help to bring these men 

to life: Corporal John Rhodes was 5ff 6in tall, had a fresh complexion, hazel eyes and dark 

brown hair; Private Arthur Kellett was SIt 3in and was only in France for a week before he 

was killed. One of the most tragic stories is that of Charles H. Graves who died only six 

months after the death of his wife Mary Hannah Graves and their new born son Joseph. 

The book also includes details of the burial places of, and memorials to, the fallen 

and provides information about the Low Moor war memorials. It is obviously the result of 
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many hours of detailed research and is an invaluable resource for anyone who has family 

connections to Low Moor as well as  moving testament to lives cut short or completely 

altered by World War I. Tish and Mike Lawson 

Bradford in 100 Days by Alan Hall. The History Press, 2015. 124 pp. ISBN 978-0-7509-5653-0. 

£7.99. 

This handy little book features one hundred notable events in the history of Bradford 

from 20 May 1212, when Bingley Market was granted its charter from King John, to 13 

November 2014, when Bradford's Lord Mayor performed the topping out ceremony of the 

Broadway Shopping Centre. The other 98 events range from natural disasters to political 

events, sporting occasions, and the birth and death of famous, or notorious, Bradfordians. 

Each event is given a page headed by the year, month and day. The prose makes easy 

reading (the author is a retired teacher) and all events have one or more references to 

further reading, bucked up with a full end-of-book bibliography. There is a scattering of line 

drawings. At random we have the Battle of Adwalton Moor (1643), the foundation of the 

Independent Labour Party (1893), the City Centre Flood of 1859, the commencement of the 

tram service in 1882, the Low Moor explosion (1916), Richard Dunn fighting Muhammad All 

(1976), the murder of Sharon Beshenivsky (2008) and the 1974 local government re-

organisation. 

Selecting one hundred events in Bradford's history cannot have been an easy project 

and I guess we could all suggest ones that we feel should have been included —the Bradford 

Boar legend perhaps - or omitted - the fastest goal scored in an English Football League 

match (4 seconds in 1964), but overall the author has made a good selection and many of 

the events will be new to readers. 

This is  delightful little book and its handy size and easy reading should appeal to a 

wide audience, whether as  purchase from a passing visitor, a youngster interested in 

history, or quiz addicts. But it could have been better. Each event is headed by the year, but 

there is no subject heading; this is badly needed and I have pencilled in my own (in my 

copy!) There is no index, so no way of referring back to a specific event and thus failing to 

make the book a useful source of reference. And while it is good to see sources quoted, they 

lack page references and are sometimes poorly done. Thus anyone seeking the oft-quoted B. 

Duckett (ed.) The German Immigrants: Their Influence in 19th Century Bradford in a library or 

bookshop will fail to find it since it does not exist!; it is an article by Jacquey Mackenzie in 

book with the title Bradford Chapters edited by B. Duckett. Yet it is interesting to see the 

wide range of sources used. John James' History of Bradford features prominently for the 

early events, and Appleby and Greenhalf's Telegraph and Argus Stories of the Century for 

many of the more recent ones. George Sheeran's The Bradford Poisoning of 1858 and Peter 

Holdsworth's The Rebel Tyke: Bradford and .1 B Priestley are two examples of books related 

to a specific event. 
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The help given by the Local Studies Library staff is freely acknowledged. Alan Hall has 

been Chair of Bradford Civic Society and is the author of the excellent The Story of Bradford. 

Bob Duckett 

Pudsey's Mills -A Lost Textile Heritage by Ruth Strong. Pudsey and District Civic Society, 

2014. 157 pp. £20.00 from the Society. 

This book is a remarkable achievement, covering the history of 31 mills in thoroughly 

researched and clearly presented detail. Tracing the history of a mill is no mean feat, as not 

one of them remained in the same ownership or occupancy throughout its existence. Many 

operated on the basis of letting Out "room and power" to a variety of tenants and even 

where a large firm predominated, deaths and sales led to company name changes. 

There will be different reasons for reading this book. Those with an interest in the 

history and development of Pudsey may choose to read it from beginning to end as an 

unfolding story. They will see how each mill site affected the development of the town 

through the location and style of housing that arose, whether for employees or for owners 

of varying degrees of grandness. They will learn of individual benefactors to church and 

chapel, cricket club and cinema, of mayors and councillors and at least one MP from the mill-

owning classes. They will discover a great variety of businesses occupying the mills as the 

fortunes of the textile industry rose and fell, from boot and shoe manufacturing to 

engineering or the brewing of dandelion and burdock stout. Some may have an interest in a 

specific Pudsey mliii or company. Others will want this book as  valuable work of reference. 

While those with a general interest in the rise and fall of the textile industry in West 

Yorkshire will find stories that echo the situation in other towns and villages of the area. The 

glossary of textile terms is particularly helpful as fewer of us have direct memories of the 

various processes. 

Among the names associated with some of the Pudsey mills are several that are more 

widely known in the history of the textile trade. Some used a Pudsey mill as an offshoot of a 

business based in Bradford, Leeds or further afield, some left Pudsey for bigger premises 

elsewhere. Names like Reuben Gaunt or Downs Coulter are among those still known in this 

part of the country. 

The book is well illustrated with a fascinating collection of photographs, newspaper 

reports and advertisements and has helpful maps and an index. Astrid Hansen 

Menston Remembered: Memories ala Yorkshire Village by Jack H. Kell. Croft Publications, 

Boroughbridge, 2014. 208 pp. ISBN: 978-0-9S55126-9-B. £15.00 

This book, by a man who has lived all his life, now more than 90 years, in Menston, is 

clearly a labour of love. What is less clear is his intended readership. This is not a history of 

Menston and Jack Kell is quick to point out and praise existing historical works by Elsie 
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Fletcher, Frank Voigt and Alastair Laurence. He draws on these works to set the scene when 

referring to some of the older houses in the village and to its industrial past. 

Much of this 200 page work consists, exactly as promised in its title, of memories of 

village life and many local organisations, likely to interest those who already share many of 

the memories and to whom the local names mean something. There are an incredible 

number of personal names of people who have lived and worked in Menston and 

contributed to village life in various ways. Among the many excellent photographs, whole 

sports teams, school classes, the Home Guard troop and Special Constables are shown 

together with most of their names. There are reproductions of the programmes of amateur 

dramatic productions with full cast lists. Anyone in search of recent ancestors who may have 

lived in Menston could well make discoveries, though hampered by luck of an index. For the 

outsider or newcomer, there are surprising, if brief, references to a number of celebrities, 

including Bill Bowes, Kathleen Ferrier, Denis Matthews, even Lassie and Sooty. 

The author tells us that the opening of High Royds Hospital virtually doubled 

Menston's population but the account of this important institution is disappointingly short— 

perhaps outside the scope of this book and a subject for its own history. 

In this well illustrated book, Jack Kell has preserved many facts and anecdotes about 

Menston's recent past that might otherwise have faded from memory. Astrid Hansen 

Tales of Old Airedale: A Miscellany by Lisa Firth. Oliphant Publishing Services, 2014. ll4pp. 

ISBN: 978-0-9930356-0-9. £7.99. (Available from: www.IisufirthedGorial.co.uk/tales-of-old-

airedale) 

The longer sub-title to this smartly-produced book is: Ten true stories of Bradford and 

Airedale's lost places, forgotten history, eccentric heroes and unsolved mysteries. This sums 

up the book well. 

The book starts with 'Bradford's New Eden: Saltaire's Pride', then goes to 'Salt's Bum: 

The Curse of Milner Field', where the misfortunes of successive owners are chronicled, 

ending with a 1950s ghost, 'The Green Man of Milner Field'. There are excellent biographies 

of 'The Bingley Byron' (John Nicholson, the 'Airedale Poet'), of dictionary-maker Joseph 

Wright ('From Donkey Boy to Oxford Don'), 'The Moses of the West Riding' John Wroe, 'The 

Keighley Poisoner' (John Sagar), and 'The Bradford Hangman' (James Berry). In addition to 

the model village of Saltaire and the cursed Milner Field, there is good coverage of the once 

thriving tourist resort in The Lost World of Goyt Stock. Then there are the Cottingley Fairies 

and the Bollings of Boiling Hall. 

Even though many of the 'stories' will be well-known to Bradfordians, there is much 

that will be new. The long saga of the Bolling and Tempest dynasty families is well told, from 

Sindi of Bollinc, through the long saga of the Bollings (and Tempests( up to www.bolling.net  

the website of the Boiling Family Association in the US. Did you know that Presidents Wilson, 

Reagan and the two Bushes were related to the Bradford Bollings? And that there is  Boiling 
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Hall in Virginia and a Chellowe House? Did you know That "In February 1824 ... 30,000 

people gathered on the banks of the River Aire at Apperley Bridge to witness Wroe's public 

baptism." And that the sect he founded, the Christian Israelites, are strong in Australia and 

disciples still visit 'Melbourne House' in Wrenthorpe? That on Easter Monday in 1927, 

20,000 people came to Dolt Stock, its ballroom, aviary, sporting facilities, toboggan run and 

much else? That John Sugar, the Keighley Poisoner, charged with adultery, an illicit ménage a 

trios relationship and a string of suspicious infant deaths - "a repulsive, dirty-looking man, 

about 45 years old and minus his left hand", with "forehead villainous low, and a square, 

repulsive countenance", had nine children, all of whom died before the age of four.? 

Interestingly, his poisoned wife was buried by Haworth's Arthur Bell Nicholls. Did you know 

that James Berry, son of a Bradford wool-stapler and the 13th of 18 children, hanged over 

130 condemned prisoners? There were 1400 applicants for the job in 1883 and Berry got £10 

a hanging. "It's curious fact", writes Firth, "that of five public executioners who served 

between 1884 and 1956, four were from the Bradford area." (p.100) Between them, James 

Berry, brothers James and Henry Pierrepoint, and the former's son Thomas, accounted for 

over 979 victims! A doubtful 'claim to fame' for Bradford! 

The accounts, which average about ten pages each, are written in a popular style, 

though the extensive bibliography of books, newspapers, journals, websites and archives 

testify to a great deal of research. The book is well-illustrated with 56 photographs and line 

drawings, several in colour, though the paper used is rather thin and has 'print show-

through'. Overall an interesting, well-presented and reliable book that will appeal to 

popular market. Bob Duckett 

Bradford Orderaround Map. Compiled by Steve Lovell, 2014. £15.00. Available from the 

Bradford Visitor Information Centre and Bradford Waterstones. 

We are all familiar with Harry Beck's iconic 'map' of the London Underground, that 

stylized representation of the various lines picked out in different colours - blue for the 

Piccadilly, green for the District. Now Bradford follows suit with the Bradford Orderoround 

Map. 'Order—a-round', geddit? Harry Beck's template has been abandoned, but the idea 

continues. The map shows thirty different 'lines' connecting close on 400 pubs, hotels and 

bars across Bradford Met. Thirty different pub crawls! To take just one, the Wyke & District 

(light green) Line starts at the Wyke Lion, then stops at the Robin Hood, oddfeilows, Brown 

Cow, another Oddfellows, the Crown, the Junction, Wyke Rose, Drop Kick, British Queen, Cue 

Gardens, Top House, Woodman and Red Lion, to finish at the Cedar Court. Change here for 

the City South (light blue) Line or take the Ring Road (red) Line. A list of all the pubs is given 

complete with a grid reference and explanatory and cautionary (I) notes. 

One can admire, or envy, Steve Lovell's research, but I wonder if the general idea 

could be put to other uses. Ills sometimes helpful to get away from prose and reliance on 

OS maps and to represent events and ideas in different ways. Harry Beck meets Bradford 
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History perhaps? Suggested routes to view Bradford's listed building? Or Industrial or 

Literary Bradford? A nice colourful route map to Bradford's heritage would be a boon. 

Meanwhile we have a route map to Bradford's watering places. Cheers! Bob Duckett 

The Bradford Poems by Gerard Benson. Sheffield: smith/doorstopBooks, 2014. 8lpp. 

ISBN:978-1-910367-35-3. £995. 

Gerard Benson was a local poet with a national reputation who died in 2014. Born in 

1931, he became an actor playing in rep in his twenties and later taught at the Central 

School of Speech and Drama. He is best known as a published poet for both children and 

adults. He was co-founder of Poems on the Underground and was made Poet Laureate for 

the City of Bradford, his adopted home, in 2008. 

This slim book is a collection of Gerard's poems from his days as Bradford's Poet 

Laureate. In this role he penned poems to celebrate local events and scenes, which he did 

with seriousness and humour. This collection, if not mainstream history, certainly gives 

colour and feeling to contemporary Bradford. 

Benson starts, however, in bardic mode with the Ballad of the Cliffe Wood Boar: 

A wile to the north of Bradford Church 

A small oak forest stood, 

The dangerous haunt of bears and waives, 

Which people coiled Cliffe Wood. 

With twenty-one stanzas, this is by far the longest poem in the anthology. The remaining 52 

poems rarely exceed a page in length and are presented in four groups: 'Commissioned', 

'Charities', 'Calendar Poems' and 'Bradford Poems'. 

The 'Commissioned' section features poems on the Bradford City Fire Disaster, 

Holocaust Memorial Day, Veterans' Day, The Armistice, The Scientists, museums, St Patrick's 

Night and Fugue at St George's, among others. In the final poem in this section, On Being 

Appointed Bradford's Poet Laureate, Benson amusingly writes: 

But trying to find a rhyme for Bradford 

Has been driving me madford 

oys. 

Among the poems penned relating to Charities are two for Alzheimers; Teddies (Little 

Heroes); Spring Fayre; A Reet Good Yorkshire Lunch (Children in Need! Nell Bank); and 

Farewell (several charities).. 

In his poems celebrating the Lord Mayor's year there are twelve delightfully 

descriptive 'Calendar' poems, one for each month. Only in October is there a specific 

mention of Bradford, in a poem subtitled High Wind in Queensbury where 'High in the trees 
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plastic bags writhe, tormented ghosts', but all Bradfordians will be able to relate to January 

when 'Ice hangs from the roof in dangerous daggers'; February with 'Green shoots here and 

there'; March and 'Today it's racing clouds'. Then '... So April comes! ... with washing blown 

out straight/shirtsleeves reaching for the horizon.' In May 'bluebells work their strange 

magic'; and in June, when listening to birds, 'I feel the words/of a song busting out all over. 

In July Gerard has 'Hot feet in sandals', while in August 'I'm sitting in a deck chair/having a 

little think/and wondering who will give me/a nice long cool drink.' By November though, 

'Fists bunched/into deep overcoat pockets. I watch my breath/winding into the fog', and in 

December he is wielding 'A long flat wooden shovel'! We can have no difficulty identifying 

with this poet's year. 

The final section, 'Bradford Poems', is a win of poems where places inspired the 

muse. These include In Praise of Yorkshire; Morning Scene in Ashwell Road; City Pork; 

Undercliffe; Saltoire Festival; Haworth; Galleries; and Joan Arm atroding at St. George's Hall. 

Particularly appealing tame as a frequent visitor there is Interchange Bus Station at Night. In 

the words of Jim Greenhalf, quoted an the back cover: "... the whole man is there: good 

humoured, far-feeling, conciliatory. 'Nobody smashed up the telephone kiosk last night/Pray 

God the local vandals are alright."' Bob Duckett 

West Bowling Local History Journal. Issue 26, Winter 2014/15. 52 pp (A4). £1.80, (p+p 

£1.17) Obtainable from Jeff Halmshaw, 5 Lodore Road, Bradford 802 4HY. (Tel. 01274 

821541; email: jeffh@nlueyonder.ca.uk) 

With this issue, the WBLI-IJ has clocked up a full ten years, and with 52 A4 pages, the 

journal clearly features a place with a lot of history, with people willing to record it and read 

about it. Yet Editor Jeff Halmshaw writes in his introduction, "All aspects of life in West 

Bowling have not been written about ... (so] Here's to the next 26 editions." 

As in previous issues, what we have is a veritable mixture: the Manchester Road 

baths, school photographs, West Bowling in the 1930s, shopping in the 50s and 60s, the 

Towers Hall Cinema, interesting people around Coates and Rydal Street, Methodist Chapels, 

Bowling Old Lane, personal memories, letters, photos, mystery views, contacts, requests for 

info, meetings, an obituary, and a crossword. 

The integration of so many photographs and other diverse material, could have been 

no mean task. Well done Jeff ... and Pauline, Christopher, David, Les, Susan, Sonia, Marjorie, 

and t'others. What we need is for other communities to follow your initiative and record 

their memories, before they fade. Bob Duckett 
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The Society's Librarian David Croft reports that two of Bradford's local history groups at 

opposite ends of the district have produced new publications. From the Eccleshill Local 

History Group comes: 

Childhood memories (82 pp ISBN 09520718 6 X) £2.00, and More childhood memories 

)78pp ISBN 0952071978) £2.00. 

Both works contain reminiscences of life in the 1930's and 1940's contributed by 

members and friends of the Group. Tales of trips to the park, school life, grandparents, new 

clothes etc. all help to take us back to what seemed like innocent times before we learned 

about the trials and tribulations of life including war, terrorism and general elections. 

And while in Eccleshill, there are Eccleshill Echoes 3 by Kenneth Kenzie. Published by the 

author in 2013. 36pp. No ISBN. £2.00. 

Ken Kenzie is well-known to local historians in Bradford as both a member of the 

Eccleshill Local History Group and as  writer and tour guide on other local subjects. His 

latest publication contains short chapters on a variety of Eccleshill topics including 

Wesleyanism, trams, Eccleshill Hall and coal mining and will be of particular interest to 

Eccleshill historians. 

Over in south Bradford, the members of the Oakenshaw History Group have been busy 

producing a series of seven booklets in a series they call "Oakenshaw: links to the past". 

These home-produced publications of varying length cover a variety of topics including 

Doctor Richard Richardson (no.1), St. Andrew's Church (no.2), Early history of Oakenshaw 

to Victorian times (no.3), Oakenshaw during the early Industrial Revolution (no.4), Later 

notable Lords of the Manor of Oakenshaw (no.5), Oakenshaw during the Industrial 

Revolution (no.6), and a booklet containing biographical information on Oakenshaw 

servicemen who lost their lives during the 1914-1918 war (no.7). The Group are to be 

congratulated on producing such useful booklets which can be obtained from members at a 

cost of just £1.00 per booklet. 
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THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY - NEW ADDITIONS 

By David Croft 

(Honorary Librarian) 

The library remains popular and has been enhanced by the purchase of many new books 

during the past year. The Society was also pleased to receive a donation of books relating to 

the Keighley area from Barbara Klempka, a contributor to the 2014 Bradford Antiquary. A 

new library catalogue is lathe course of production and should be available for the start of 

the Society's new season in September 2015. In order to reduce production costs, it has 

been decided to produce lust a small number of copies of the catalogue and to make these 

available for members to consult in the library rather than wake them available for sale. 

The library is open for about half an hour prior to each of the morning lectures and 

again after lunch from 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm for books to be borrowed and returned. A 

selection of books will be on display in the meeting room. Books are normally issued for a 

period of one month and are due for return on the date of the next lecture. Fines are not 

charged for overdue books. 

Donations of books relating to the Bradford area are always welcome. Members 

wishing to use the library or to donate books should speak to David Croft, the Librarian, at 

any meeting. 

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

The following books have been added to the library during the past year: 

indicates an oversize book 

07— Maps and plans 

07 HAW Haworth, Ovenhope & Stanbury from old maps. WOOD, Steven. 2014. 

12— History of the Bradford area 

12 AIR Tales of old Airedale: a miscellany. FIRTH, Lisa. 2014. 

12 BIN Bingley revisited. BALDWIN, Heather. 2005. 

12 BRA The Bradford book. RAICLIFFE, Roger led). 1990. 

12 BRA Bradford through time. DAVIS, Mark. 2011. 

12 BRA Bye, bye Broadway: a pictorial history of Bradford city centre. 2005. 

12 BRA Children's history of Bradford. WILSON, Maggie. 2010. 

12 BRA More Bradford memories. 2010. 

12 DEN Denholme: a history in words and pictures. TAYLOR, Vera G. 1988. 

12 ECC Childhood memories. ECCLESHILL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP. n.d. 

12 ECC Eccleshill echoes 3. KENZIE, Kenneth. 2013. 

12 ECC More childhood memories. ECCLESHILL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP. n.d. 

12 OAK Early beginnings: pre-1065 to Victorian times. OAKENSHAW HISTORY 

GROUP. n.d. 

12 OAK Later notable Lords of the Manor of Oakenshaw. OAKENSHAW 

HISTORY GROUP. n.d. 

12 OAK Oakenshaw during the Industrial Revolution, 1810-1870. OAKENSHAW 
HISTORY GROUP. 2013. 



12 OAK Oakworth in my time: recollections of village life between 1916 and 1930. 
WIGGLESWORTH, Frank. 1992. 

12 THO Thornton through time. Wl-IITWORTH, Alan. 2011. 

12 WYC Wycoller. COOKSON, Stanley and I-IINDLE, Herbert. 1973. 

13— Social history 

13 KEI Keighley's darkest secrets. HANSON, Malcolm. 2005. 

18— Battles 

18 ADW Adwalton Moor, 1643: the battle that changed a war. JOHNSON, 

David. 2003. 

22—Industrial buildings 

22 BRA Secret Bradford. DAVIS, Mark. 2014. 

34—Judaism 

34 BRA The Bradford Jewish heritage trail. GRIZZARD, Nigel and DUNN, 

Benjamin. 2013. 

37—Church history 

37 KEI One hundred years, 1848-1948: the parish of Keighley. BANCROFT, 

Harry and others. 1948. 

37 OAK St. Andrew's Church, Oakenshaw-cum-Woodlands. OAKENSHAW 

HISTORY GROUP. rt.d. 

37 WIL Temples various: the history of St.Matthew's Church, Wilsden. 

HANSEN, Astrid. 2014. 

40— Family histories 

40 HEA Never had abetter: 1000 years of Yorkshire family history in the 

making of Allan G. Heaton. HEATON, Andrew R. 2013. 

41 - Biography 

41 BRA Heroes, villains & victims of Bradford. WADE, Stephen. 2008. 

41 KEI Alex Keighley: a pioneer of the pictorial movement in photography. 

VINTNER, Ray. 2013. 

42— The Brontes 

42 BRO The 8ronte connection. DINSDALE, Ann. 2007. 

42 BRO Experience the Brontes in Pennine Yorkshire. n.d. 

42 HAW The Brontes & Haworth. WHITE, Paul. 2012. 

42 HAW The Brontes at Haworth. DINSDALE, Ann. 2006. * 

52— Fire service 

52 KEI A history of the Keighley fire service. WILSON, Eric and HEWITT, 

Richard. 1986. 

57— Art galleries and museums 
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57 BRA 

57 BRA 

57 BRA 

57 BRA 

57 HAW 

Boiling Hall, historic Manor House, Bradford. n.d. 

Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford. n.d. 

Cartwright Hall Art Gallery and its collections. POD VAYA-SMITH, 

Nima and HOPPER, Christine. 1997. 0 

Bradford Industrial Museum. n.d. 

Sixty treasures: the Bronte Parsonage Museum. BARKER, Juliet R.V. 

1988. 

60—Crime 
60 KEl The facts behind the Guard House murder, 1864. GREY, December. 

1996. 

61 - World War I 

61 BRA Bradford Pals. RAW, David. 2005. 

61 CUL The Cullingworth Memorial: a tribute to the fallen of the Great War. 

2014. * 

61 LOW Iron poppies: Low Moor's fallen, 1914-1918. IVES, Lucy and REARDON, 
Barbara. 2014. * 

61 OAK Oakenshaw servicemen who lost their lives in World War 1(1914-1918). 

OAKENSHAW HISTORY GROUP. 2014. 

63—Geography 

63 YOR The making of the West Yorkshire landscape. SILSON, Anthony. 2003. 

70— Industrial history 

70 OAK Oakenshaw during the early Industrial Revolution, 1800 to 1850. 

OAKENSHAW HISTORY GROUP. n.d. 

73—Textile history 

73 BRA People in textiles. REIS, Jose. 1980. 

73 LAI Laisterdyke pieces: memories of working in textiles. BRIDGELAND, 

Gina (ed). 2010. 

73 YOR Yorkshire mill town traditions. MITCHELL W.R. 1978. 

81—Statues and monuments 

81 BRA The sovereign statues of Bradford City Hall. STOLARCZYK, John. 

2003. 

88— Sports and pastimes 

88 SIL Story of Rugby League in Silsden. PYRAH, Steve. n.d. 

94—Literature 

94 BRO The illustrated Brontes of Haworth: scenes and characters from the 

lives and writings of the Bronte sisters. WILES, Brian. 1991. 

95— Poetry 

95 MOS Ann Moss: Saltaire poet. CLARKE, Roger. 2009. 
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THE BRADFORD HISTORICAL & ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

The One Hundred and Thirty-seventh Annual Report 2015 

The Council of the Society has pleasure in presenting its Annual Report for the year ended 

31" May 2015. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting took place at the Bradford Club on Wednesday 8th October 

2014 with the 

President, Geoff Twentyrnan, in the chair. He welcomed those present and thanked 

officers and members of the Council for their work during the year. Since the last AGM 

Janet Senior had been welcomed as a member of the Society's Council. The meeting 

confirmed the Council's recommendation of the appointment of officers for the year and 

the reappointment of Maurice Smithies FCA as Honorary Auditor. Following the formal 

meeting Geoff Twentyman delivered his Presidential Address "From Odsal Top to 

Oakenshaw Pork - Cleckheoton Road, past and present". 

LECTURES 

The Bradford Club had continued to be a most acceptable venue and thanks were 

expressed to Peter Townsend and his staff. The attendance had been good throughout the 

year, and members regularly stay behind for lunch. The programme for the year 

2014/2015 was as follows; 

10th September An introduction to the Bradford Local Studies Library 

Janet Senior 

8th October From Odsal Top to Oakenshaw Park 

Geoff Twentyman 

12th November The Manningham Mills Strike 

Derek Barker 

10th December The Great Feast in York 1465 

Dr Eileen White 

2015 

14th January 

11th February 

11th March 

1" April 

13th May 

Other Folk's Rubbish 

Chris Helme 

The Lost 64 Green Men of York Minster 

John 0 Anderson 

Work in Progress 

Reports by members on current research projects 

The Vale of York Hoard 

Professor Joyce Hill 

The Pilgrimage for the Reburial of Richard, Duke of York 

Pam Judkins 
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Our thanks go to Betty Woodrow who continues to produce a varied programme of 

interesting speakers each year. 

WALKS 

Two short guided walks were led respectively in June and July by Ian Watson (Shipley) and 

Ken Kenzie (Thornton Road/Goitside area). 

Two more walks are planned for this year - Idle with Dr Eileen White, and Bradford centre 

with Alan Flail. 

DAY SCHOOL 

A Day School, with the title "Bradford in 1851" was held at the Bradford Club on Saturday 

21a March 2015. It was organised by the Society in conjunction with the Bradford Family 

History Society and Bradford Local Studies Library. The speakers were Peter 

Higginbotham, George Sheerhan, Elvira Willmott and Janet Senior. The day ran smoothly 

with over 80 people attending and feedback indicated that it had been a very worthwhile 

event. There was a net profit of E320. 

EXCURSIONS 

A coach excursion was wade to Wentworth Woodhouse, near Rotherham on Wednesday 

23 1d July 2014. 

The 2015 excursion is to Renishaw Hall (Derbyshire) on Wednesday 1Sth  July. 

MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE 

Membership levels were maintained, and attendance levels were most encouraging. 

Taking both members and visitors into consideration the average attendance during the 

year was 48, with the highest being 61. 

FINANCE 

The Society's financial state was healthy, and this had permitted the purchase of a laptop 

computer and projector for use at meetings. 

LIBRARY 

The library is available to members, and books can be borrowed and returned before and 

after the lecture meetings. David Croft continued to fulfil his role as Society librarian in an 

excellent manner. 

THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

Issue Number 18 of the Third Series of The Bradford Antiquary was published in October 

2014, with articles by Christine Alvin, Derek Barker, Ian Dewhirst, Peter Holmes, Barbara 

Klnmpka, Peter Townsend, David Welbourne and Denis McKee. 

Bob Duckett's most appreciated work as compiler and editor of The Antiquary has 

continued for many years, but he lately expressed a wish that someone else might take 
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over. It is pleasing to note that he has found someone who is willing to do it, and we look 

forward to this happening. 

WEBSITE 

The new webmaster appointed in 2014 has updated and modernised the site 

(www.bradfordhistorical.org.uk). It is planned to add more articles and indices as time 

permits. 

THANKS TO ALL CONCERNED 

The Council wishes to express its thanks to all those who have helped towards the running 

of the Society during the year. That of course includes each and every person who has 

attended its meetings and given us your valued support. 

On behalf of the Council 
Angela C Holmes 
Hon Secretary 

Bradford, 31 May 2015 
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