
 

The Bradford Antiquary 
The journal of the  

Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society  

 

 

This file contains  

Volume 4 [New Series] (Parts 16-20) 1921  
New Series Part 16, October 1913    

New Series Part 17, October 1914    

New Series Part 18, October 1915  

New Series Part 19, October 1916 

New Series Part 20, December 1918   
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording or 
otherwise, without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

©BHAS 



THE 

n raòforò 2kntt*quary* 

THE JOURNAL 

OF THE 

Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society. 

VOLUME VI. 
(NEW SERIES VOLUME IV.) 

EDITEI BY J. HAMBLEY RO\VE, M.B., F.S.G. 

BRADFORD: 

PRINTED FOR THE SocIErv. 

1921. 



CONTENTS. 

PAGE 

The Slag-Heaps at Harden, with some 
account of the Ancient Roads and 
other Antiquities 

FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 1 

Goodall Charity ... ... W. E. PRESTON 17 

History as interpreted by Engravings 
H. J. CAMPBELL, M.D. 18 

Esholt Priory Estate Accounts, 1539-1540 
W. PALEY BAILDoN, F.S.A. 27 

Subscribers to the Selby—Halifax Road.. 32 

Roman Roads in Yorkshire, Ribchester 
to York ... ... 

PERCIVAL Ross, A.M.lnst.C.E. 33 

Bradford Grammar School before the 
Charter of Charles II. 

W. CLARII)GE, M.A., J.P. 65 

The Proposed Chapel of Ease at Yeadon 
in the 18th Century ... W. E. P. 82 

Broughton Hall and its Associations 
Mrs. ELEANOR BLANCHE TEMPEST 83 

Saltpie ... J. H. R. 112 

Three Ancient Crosses near Keighley 
J. J. BRIGG, M.A., and 113 
FRANCIS VILLY, l\1.D. ) 

Early Bradford Printers ... \\T 116 

The Roman Road North-Westwards from 
Bradford or its neighbourhood 

FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 117 

From an old Poor Rate Book 134 



Notes on the Re-building of some Aire PAGE 

and Calder Bridges ... ... W. E. PRESTON 135 

l'awdon Chapel ... 149 

The Contents of some Humble Homes ... 149 

Some Wharfedale Wills ... 150 

Broughton Flail and its Associations. 
Part II. 

Mrs. ELEANOR BLANCHE TEMPEST 151 

The Site of Norton Tower, Rylstone 
FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 179 

Flarry Speight: An Appreciation 
BUTLER WOOD, F.R.S.L. 190 

Joseph Horsfall Turner 

Eshoit Priory 

194 

H. F. KIwcK 199 

Boundary of the Manor of Tong, 1668 ... 213 

Letter. from Samuel Hemingway to Sir 
Walter Calverley, Bart. ... 214 

Notes on the Early Bollings, of Boiling... 
Mrs. ELEANOR BLANCHE TEMPEST 215 

The Rectory Term ... H. F. KILLIcK 235 

The Roman Road from Ribchest&r to Low 
Borrow Bridge (near Tebay), through 
the Forest of Bolland, Lonsdale, and 
1-Eowgili Fells... 

PERCIVAL Ross, A.M.Inst.C.E. 

The First Stage of the Roman Road from 
Ribchester to York 

PERCIVAL Ross, A.M.Inst.C.E. 267 

An Endowment of Thornton Grammar 
School ... ... ... ... ... W. E. PRESTON 273 

243 

The Roman Road from Ilkley to Aid-
borough, as far as the River Nidd 

PERCIVAL Ross, A.M.Inst.C.E. 279 

Roman Road Excavation on Otlev Chevin 
PERCIVAL Ross, A.M.Inst.C.E. 297 



PAGE 

The Roman Mile, Calculated from the 
Milestones found South - East of 

Carlisle 
PERcIvAL Ross, A.M.Inst.C.E. 299 

Some Notes on the Chartulary of Foun-
tains Abbey ... ... H. F. KILLICK 303 

Thornton Old Chapel ... W. F. PRESTON 322 

Some Bradford Bridges 
Miss JULIA S. SUNDERLAND, B.A. 329 

The Early Volunteer Movement in Brad-
ford ... .. ... H. J. M. MALTBV 335 

Index of Personal Names... 

Index of Geographical Names 

Corrigenda 

Directions to Binder 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 

PA(;E 

Portrait of Mr. Harry Speight ... Frontispiece 
Plan of Harden and District ... 

Roman Road on Harden Moor, looking North 9 
Roman Road on Harden Moor, Northern Kerb 9 
Kerbed Edge (Northern) of Roman Road ... 12 
Noon Nick, from the North-West ... 14 
Supposed Roman Road in Noon Nick ... ... 14 
Roman Milestone, from the South, on Carlton Moor 33 
Map of Roman Road, Ribchester to York ... 33 
Southern Edge of Roman Road Ridge ... ... 41 
Excavation of Ridge of Roman Road, looking North-East 55 
Roman Milestone, from the South-West ... 56 
Bradford Grammar School Petition ... 80 
Plan of South View of Broughton Hal] and Village, 1 726 .. $3 
Sketch of Broughton Hall, 1716 ... 105 
Lavcock Cross ... ii 3 
Oxenhope Cross ... ... 115 
Pedestal of Exlev Head Cross ... 116 
Transverse Clearing of the Road at Well Head ... ... 116 
Plan of Roman Roads North-Westwards from Bradford ... 117 
Plan of Roman Road . . - ... ... ... ... ... 118 
Transverse Clearing of the Road at the Hollins—Northern 

Edge ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 120 
Transverse Clearing of the Road at the Hollins—Southern - 

Edge ... ... ... ... ... 122 
North-\Vest View of Broughton Hall, in Craven 151 
Stephen Tempest, of Broughton-in-Craven 155 
Stephen Tempest, of Broughton-in-Craven 171 
General Plan of Norton Towër ... ... ... •.. 179 
General View of the Site of Norton Tower, from the West 180 
View of Trench, Norton Tower, taken from the East ... 185 
Transverse Clearing of the Fosse, Norton Tower ... 186 
Mr. J. Horsfall Turner ... 194 
Bolling Hall, from the South ... ... ... ... 215 
Plan of Roman Road. Ribchester to Low Borrow Bridge 243 
Rcman Road Ridge, looking North, at Collingholme ... 256 
Roman Road Ridge, looking North-West, at Colliugholrne 258 
Roman Milestone, from the East, near Middleton Church, 

Lonsdale . - - ... ... ... ... ... 260 
Map of Roman Road. Ilkley to Aldborough ... ... 279 
Flint Arrow Head from Pennythorne Hill, l3aildon Moor .. 296 
Roman Road Excavation on Otley Chevin, from the South-

West ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 297 
Roman Road Excavation on Otlev Chevin, from the \Vest 297 
Thornton Old Bell Chapel ... ... 322 
Johnson Atkinson Busfeild ... ... •.. ... 335 
Bradford Volunteers, 1794. Gorget & Sword-Belt Ornament 340 



MR. HARRY SPEIGHT. 



U 



THE SLAG-HEAPS AT HARDEN, 

TOGETHER WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF 

THE ANCIENT ROADS AND OTHER 

ANTIQUITIES OF THAT DISTRICT. 

BY 

FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

N the Bradford Antiquary for 1911 I showed that 
the slag-heaps of Holden had a mediaeval origin. 
The much larger ones at Harden lead up to an 

interesting series of facts with regard to the history of 
the neighbourhood, and a longer dissertation will be 
required to deal with the whole subject adequately. 

Harden Hall (built about 1616) stands on part of a 
curving line of slag some 150 yards long, or at least the 
scoriae appear in the garden beds almost up to the walls. 
The amount still present must total several hundreds of 
tons, and, as I understand, much has been removed for 
road-making in the past. From the position of the Hall 
one can guess confidently that this considerable industry 
ceased before the building began—probably some time 
before, as such a good house is not likely to have been 
erected on a site still desolate as a result of the smelting. 

Ancient deeds (first mentioned to me by Colonel 
Parker, to whom I am indebted for much help) give the 
date with some exactness, and to these I now turn. 
They will be found in the Record Series of publications 
of the Yorkshire Archœoloqical Society, Vol. XXXIX., 
and five concern us particularly (numbers 210 to 213 
and 220, p. 77 et seq.). From these one gathers clearly 
that the north side of the Harden Valley below Culling-
worth was once divided into two vills by the Merebroc, 

A 
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2 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

which mere or boundary brook can hardly be any except 
the small stream coming down through Harden village 
from Deep Cliff.f These two vills were Hadelton or 
Hagelton down, and Harden I up the valley. About 
1166 the right to all minerals and dead wood (for char-
coal burning) in Hadelton, Shipley, Chellow and Heaton 
was given by Adam, son of Peter de Birkin, to the 
monks of Rievaulx, together with ten acres for the 
erection of furnaces and other conveniences to the west 
of the junction of Harden Beck with the Aire. As no-
thing is known of signs of smelting in that locality and 
as another site was granted by a later document, we may 
assume that these ten acres were not so used.§ In the 
next deed the whole vill of Hagelton is given by the 
same donor to the monks, and in the third the minerals 
of Harden and Cullingworth are given by his son John 
(1207-1227) together with a site for the works :—six 
acres in the wood of Harden on Hardenebroc from the 
road of Wisidene towards the East on the said water; 
namely from the sike known as Mosisic on the said 
water 40 perches (800 feet) in length to the East 
and 20 perches (400 feet) in breadth to the South. 
"Mosisic" (Mossy sike?) is not known by name now; 
presumably it was the runnel coming down from 
the West of the Hall, for that defines the slag-heaps. 
These (along with any necessary buildings) would cover 
rather less than the area specified—which, by the way, 
works out at over seven acres instead of the six men-
tioned. For various reasons it is impossible to identify 
the position of the above-described area exactly with the 
position of the slag-heaps,11 but there can be no reasonable 

* I I Mere" means " boundary." 

1- Perhaps the "Deep Ciough" mentioned in an account of the boundaries of 
Hainworth in 1771, shown me by Mr. F. Williams, I may note here, that " gill" 
seems to have replaced "dough " quite lately in this district. 

Harden is not expressly named as a viii, but one judges its nature to have 
been such. 
§ But Mr. W. E. Preston tells me that he has seen slag thereabouts. 
11 Though if we read "towards the East" and "to the East" in the deed as 

meaning " placed with its length towards the East," perhaps it fits in with 
absolute accuracy. 
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doubt that in a general way they are one and the same. 
Though the names of the becks clearly vary in different 
deeds, this is on Hardenbrook, or beck, where a sike joins 
it, and (as necessarily results from the specification) 
also near where the road of Wilsden crosses and must 
always have crossed it. And there is no need to be too 
particular; for by a later deed the whole viii of Harden 
was granted to the Abbey, so that there would remain no 
reason for the workers to confine themselves to the 
limits of the original grant. 
Thus there is strong a priori likelihood that the 

smelting began at about 1200 A.D. and went on till about 
the time of the dissolution of the monasteries; and this 
was confirmed in November, 1911, by Mr. R. Butterfield 
and myself, when excavation recovered 10 pieces of the 
pottery characteristic of that period from deep in the 
slag and 10 more were picked up in a potato-patch over 
another part of the site. These latter are coarser in 
texture and finish than the former and perhaps mark a 
slightly earlier date. One specimen alone is noteworthy 
and that (from the trench) only in that it has different 
glazes in the two sides, one (outside) light greenish-
yellow and almost transparent and the other (inside) of 
the well known rich mahogany. Three pieces of char-
coal (oak) were also dug up. 
I can hear of no signs of old mines in Hadelton and 

Harden, but the whole area granted lies on or near the 
coal measures and no doubt a certain number of iron-
stone nodules might be collected from the beck bottoms: 
in fact I am told that many are present in the upper 
parts of Cottingley Beck on the borders of the district. 
In other parts there have been old coalpits, and where 
coal is dug there ironstone is likely to be found; but 
Mr. Jubal Barrett tells me that it would not be present 
in quantity except in the Chellow region, where the 
Bowling strata are very near the surface. These various 
sources may be made to account for the large quantity 
of scoriae now to be found. No doubt the furnaces were 
in the wood of Harden on account of its timber, and 

AA 
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the ore was carried thither from the different localities. 
Thus we have the history of these industrial operations 

identified in outline. But more remains behind, for an 
ancient flagged causeway, very likely built in connection 
with the heaps, has been identified; and deeds subse-
quent to those already mentioned give a distinct help in 
tracing the Roman roads of the district, as well as 
proving of interest in other ways. The causeway lies 
by the side of the present road towards Stoney Ridge, 
nearly half a mile South-east of Bank Top. It was buried 
about 6-9 inches deep, the upper covering consisting of 
sandy material (probably derived from the present road 
surface), the lower three inches or so being of vegetable 
soil. This last must be ascribed to a period when the 
flagging was in disuse, but probably before the present 
road was built; and it would form but very slowly in 
such a position. The causeway must have been used 
over an extended period before this, for it is deeply 
worn by traffic. Even now this road is but little 
frequented, so what length of time would be needed to 
produce this hollowing of the stones in the old and 
leisurely days can be guessed as at least considerable. 
We may, I think, safely put back the building of this 
causeway 300 years, and its age may well be considerably 
greater. The way past Bank Top and across Harden 
Beck near the Hall is therefore of some antiquity, quite 
apart from the evidence of the deed (212), but whether 
this was the "road of Wlsidene" there mentioned may 
be left for later consideration. 

In deed 213 (about 1227) the vill of Harden is granted 
and its boundaries are named. I propose next to consider 
these bounds. They are followed from where they began 
between Hadelton and Hardene on the King's way going 
from Hawrth to Bingele, and thence by the same bounds 
as far as Hardeneheved, and thence by Hardenebrok as 
far as the place where Hardenebrok fell into Wlsedene-
brok, and thence by Wlsedenebrok as far as Cullingwrthe-
brok and thence by Cullingwrthebrok as far as the Mill 
of Cullingwrth, and thence by the mill dam as far as 
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Hagenwrtheclow, and thence by Hagenwrtheclow as far 
as the said King's way going from Hawrth to Bingele, 
and thence in a straight line by that way northward as 
far as the place where the before-named bounds began 
between Hadelton and Hardene. 
Now, in themselves, boundaries are very stable things, 

and when, as here to a great extent, they are based on 
immutable natural features it is very unlikely that they 
have changed a single foot since they were first insti-
tuted. Where they follow an artificial mark liable in 
itself to change (such as the " IIing's way ") they may 
vary a little from time to time. Bearing this in mind, 
as well as the variations in the beck names in the deeds, 
let us attempt to follow the above line, which also I 
have marked according to my interpretation in the 
accompanying map. As already said (p. 2) by far the 
most likely beck to be selected as a boundary (for it is 
the most clearly defined) is that coming down from 
Deep Cliff through Harden village; in fact except for 
this and a tributary there are no other definite streams 
hereabouts. The "King's way" I shall deal with a 
little more in detail later on, assuming for the present 
that it signifies the Manchester-Ilkley Roman road, 
which ran along the high ground that lies between 
Harden and Keighley, as marked. Now besides the con-
sideration of the natural features we have a further help 
to the approximate place of -division of the upper parts 
of Hadelton and Harden, for by deed 220 Keighley is 
shown to have abutted on "Halton." As the Marley 
boundary branches south-eastward from the Keighley-
Bingley boundary a trifle south of Currer Lathe, the 
Hadelton-Harden boundary must have branched from 
the Keighley-Bingley or Harden-Hainworth boundary 
further south of that point, otherwise Keighley and 
Hadelton would not have been conterminous. This 
excludes the Fairfax Entrenchment from marking the 
Hadelton-Harden boundary in any part and leaves only 

* Marley, Harden, Hadelton, Hainworth and Culliiigworth were all manors 
within the parish of Bingley. 
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one or other branch of the beck already identified as the 
Merebroc as a possibility; and of these two the one I 
have marked seems much the more likely. As we shall 
see (p. 7) there is a possibility that part of the boundary 
in this region has shifted a few yards. The line of stones 
bounding Harden hereabouts was set up at about 1670, 
perhaps implying that there had been disputes previously. 

Notwithstanding slight changes in the names of the 
streams and failure to identify Hardenhead, we can con-
fidently follow the water down, through Harden village 
at any rate by the main stream, up Harden Beck past 
the junction of the Hewenden and Manywells becks and 
so up Eller Carr Gill, for that is the present boundary of 
Harden. Eller Carr Gill therefore becomes Hagenwrthe-
dow (or dough), a point to which I shall revert. Now 
Cullingworth mill must have been in Cullingworth, i.e., 
between the Manywells and Eller Carr Becks near their 
junction; and, since the boundary went to Hagenwrthe-
dow bythe mill dam, it must have been fed fromEller Carr 
Beck. That places it exactly where Woodfield House 
stands now, and two other lines of evidence concur in the 
identification :—(a) The lower part of the garden presents 
much the appearance of a small and long disused dam, 
and (b) Mr. R. Butterfield and myself have recovered 
mediæval potsherds from the gardens behind the house. 
Out of 16 not obviously modern, as judged from the 
paste, surface and glaze, 10 probably date from a time 
at any rate not long posterior to those from the Harden 
slag-heaps; whilst six seem to belong to the same series, 
though from their better quality and finish they are 
pretty clearly distinctly more modern. That is to say, 
in them we have evidence that the site was inhabited 
for centuries before the present houses were built in the 
vicinity, though it does not carry back that occupation 
decisively to the time of the slag-heaps. However, on 
the whole we need not hesitate to put the old Culling-
worth soke mill at Woodfield. 

* J. J. Brigg, Yoìkshie Notes and Queries, March, 1907, p. 359. 
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We now come to the " King's way," which must have 
run up northward from some part of Eller Carr beck. 
The boundary still runs almost directly north from near 
Eller Carr farm, and on the top of the moor the Ilkley-
Manchester Roman road is present on the line. For 
this distance at any rate (i.e., from Eller Carr Beck to 
Cradle Edge, nearly one mile) the "King's way," between 
Haworth and Bingley was clearly this Roman road. 
North of Cradle Edge, however, this road and the boun-
dary diverge somewhat, the latter following the line 
always recognised as the Haworth and Bingley pack-
horse road. On the whole I think it more probable than 
not that in this part of its course the following change 
has taken place in the boundary:—The Roman road 
became worn out, a more direct track was followed 
between the two villages, and ultimately the boundary 
followed this track for a distance, diverging slightly from 
its previous course along the Roman line. At first 
sight the Roman line does not look as if it would be 
described as the road from Haworth to Bingley, but 
rather this packhorse route. However the undoubted 
coincidence of the present boundary in part with the 
Roman line seems almost certainly to settle the matter, 
and it is hard to believe that the packhorse way (simply 
a wandering worn track as it can be traced on the 
unenclosed moor) leading between two insignificant 
villages, as they must have been in those times, can 
ever have been dignified by the title of " King's way." 
I think this line of road to be comparatively modern 
and that the old line can be identified fairly clearly 
thus:—The road from Bingley above the Druids' Altar 
can be traced for some distance as a narrow (10 feet), 
deserted and apparently ancient stone-built road across 
the moor towards Currer Lathe, and its line is continued 
by the present footpath towards that farm and past it to 
Thwaites Brow, where it would join the Roman road. 
The way would then be along the "King's way," past 
Eller Carr, turning off westward (after having passed 
the level of Cullingworth) along an old road (perhaps 
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once called Hardgate) which certainly ran and can be 
traced in part via Flappit and Haworth Brow moor to 
Haworth, and probably on into Lancashire. 

Before I leave this part of the subject and the Man-
chester-Ilkley Roman road for good, I may record that 
Mr. W. Middleton and Mr. Oliver Mitchell both tell irie 
that near East Riddlesden, where I have marked it as 
reaching the Aire, there was a paved ford in their 
younger days. Unfortunately they cannot remember 
any exact details, and the work of the Airedale Drainage 
Commissioners seems to have either swept it away or 
covered it up. 

It remains to consider the name Hagenwrth. Does it 
refer to Haworth as Professor Moorman ( EVes! Riding 
Placenames, Tho esby Society's Pub licatioi s, p. 92) believes, 
or Hainworth? It seems to be quite clear that Hagen-
wrtheclow was Eller Carr Gill, and Eller Carr Beck 
forms a boundary to Hainworth as well as draining a 
large part of the manor. On the other hand it does not 
come into contact with Haworth at all; in fact the 
same can be said of all water running into Harden Valley, 
Haworth lying in a different drainage area altogether. 
Unless an earthquake has happened among the bound-
aries hereabouts (and all the evidence is against any but 
slight changes) Hagenwrtheclow means Hainworth 
Clough or Gill. In addition, as Haworth was then part 
of Bradford it would probably not be mentioned separ-
ately in Domesday Book as Hagenvvorde is. In deed 
220 Hainworth is apparently called Haunewrd. Hawrth 
and Haghenwrth are again both mentioned in deed 213 
among the witnesses' names. 

Finally, what was the "road of Wlsidene" of deed 
212? Its mention proves the antiquity of the present 
crossing of the Harden beck; there is no sign of a road 
having passed its steep banks anywhere short of Eller 
Carr, and yet there is a second Roman road on Harden 
Moor (Fig. 2 a and b) which must have passed it some-

Some 30 years since the then tenant of Racksliaw Farm, in the line of the 
Manchester—Ilkley road, found it in digging the garden. 
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Fig. 2h. ROMAN ROAD ON HARDEN \IOOR: NORTHERN KERn. 

Pinto. by J. S. D. 
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where hereabouts, and it could hardly do so without 
leaving decisive traces. It becomes tempting, therefore, 
to identify it with the " road of Wisidene." 

Again, Mr. Butterfield and myself have recovered this 
road at the Rollins between Keighley and Steeton, so 
that it must have crossed the Manchester-Ilk1ey Roman 
road. I propose then to trace its course through the 
district as closely as possible. First, as to the actual 
distinct remains, let us have the words of Mr. J. J. Brigg, 
who was, I believe, the first to describe it carefully :-
"This piece of road . . . runs for about 80 yards. 
It is so much overgrown with ling and rough grass that 
one may easily pass it without seeing it . . . the total 
width is about 16 ft. and the 'camber' of the surface 
about 1 ft. 6 in. The surface of the moor has been 
roughly cleared and the road laid upon it. There is a 
curbing at each side of unhewn stones about 12 in. by 
6 in. (Fig. 2, b). Upon a pavement of rather larger stones 
the main bed of the road is built up of stones of the 
immediate neighbourhood about .3 ins, in diameter, 
stamped together without cement, and the general effect 
is between a very rude macadam and a very rough pave-
ment. There are slight indications of wheel marks. 
As to its origin, it is difficult to imagine anyone since 
Roman times constructing a work of this kind, and it 
answers in its measurements and details to the Roman 
method of road-building" (Yorkshire Notes and Queries, 
1907, p. 357). 

Let us first try to follow it north-westwards towards 
Keighley. It can be seen as a faint ridge crossing a 
field after leaving the moor, and falls into Backshaw 
Lane, which it may have followed and so joined the old 
highroad between Halifax and Keighley via Hainworth 
Shay. Thence there is no easy way down the hill 
to Keighley except as at present via Hog Holes Lane 
and Park Lane to Low Bridge. Whatever course one 

* The pavement described by Mr. H. Speight (Old Biugley, p. 56) may have 
been the foundation of the road or the remains of an old quarry road which joined 
it here. 
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adopts is difficult on account of the slopes, but the one 
just given is the least severe. However, as I have 
marked on the map (Fig. 1), another line keeping almost 
wholly a little to the north of this one is also possible, 
and in its greater directness it has more resemblance to 
Roman methods. It would cross the Manchester-Ilkley 
road in the field known as "the playground," come down 
into Hog Holes and thence cross Park Lane at its junc-
tion with Hog Holes Lane, pass between the main mass 
of the hill to the north and a spur in the form of a 
disjointed hillock, and so to Low Bridge. There are 
suggestive surface markings on this line, but I see no 
likelihood of recovering the stone-work. 
The time has now come for further considering deed 220, 

in which we have a record of a piece of land in Kichelay, 
in length from Kicheburn to the bounds of Halton and 
in breadth from Staymford to the bounds of Marchelay 
(Marley'. We know Halton (Hadelton), Marley and 
Kichelay (Keighley); but where are the other two? 
Kicheburn one would at once guess to be what might 
he called Keighley Beck, but what as a matter of fact is 
called the Worth river.* And it reads as if Staymford, 
certainly on a stream, was on it. In any case we cannot 
make Staymford the Manchester-Ilkley Roman ford 
across the Aire, for that was very close to, if not on or 
beyond the Keighley-Bingley (Keighley-Marley) bound-
ary. And in that case, as also if it were at Stockbridge, 
the Aire would apparently become Kicheburn—a very 
unlikely identification. Probably the only other ford 
hereabouts was at or near Low Bridge. Park Lane, 
approaching it from the south-east, is the line followed 
by Ogilby's road book (1675). If we equate Kicheburn 
with the Worth and Staymford with Low Bridge, then 
deed 220 works out very naturally, the land named in it 
forming practically all that part of Keighley south and 
east of the rivers Aire and Worth. Staymford was then, 
to all appearance, the crossing place of the Worth adopted 

* Known as the Sun Beck till lately. 
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by the Romans, and we may note that in other cases also 
"Stamford" or "Stanford," meaning "stone-ford," often 
signifies an artificial ford made of stone, and therefore was 
commonly applied to a Roman ford. From Staymford the 
road probably took a direct course to the bums, but no 
traces occur till a little beyond the junction of Spring 
Gardens Lane with Greenhead Lane, Utley ; though the 
lower part of Spring Gardens Lane, being fairly direct 
and in the line, probably marks it in a general way. 

So much for the north-westward continuation of this 
Roman line. Let us now take it south-eastward towards 
Bank Top It points pretty nearly to Rycroft, and it 
can hardly have left Harden Moor in any other direction 
without marking the steep slopes : in addition there are 
traces pointing past that hamlet. First we have a long 
groove such as would be left by removing the stone-work, 
and here and there some trifling remains of that stone-
work perhaps lie at its bottom. Then in the same line, 
at about the level of the old rifle-butts, there is an 
earthen bank across a slight gully down which water 
streams in wet weather. This has been cut through by 
the water and shows the old soil some 9-12 inches below 
the present surface. It is, therefore, artificial on both 
grounds, and may well have once formed the basis of the 
road itself': Nothing remains between here and Rycroft, 
though there is a public path which may mark the 
general line of the old highroad. South-east of Rycroft 
we get an old lane, probably the original approach to the 
village, pointing nearly to Harden Hall. Field paths 
may mark its course onward in places, particularly per-
haps one (now diverted) which ran close behind the Hall 
and joined the present road just before reaching the 
bridge across Harden Beck.* Between Harden and Wils-
den Becks there are plain remains of a road terrace just 
to the east of the present road, and a wide track continu-
ing it down to Wilsden beck immediately below the 

* There is no evidence that Brass Castle, near this line, represents anything 
Roman. 
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present bridge, where it can be seen to have forded the 
stream. It has apparently crossed at right angles, point -

ing distinctly south of Bank Top ; and on the other bank 
the stone-work can be recovered. Though this is only 
narrow now, we can judge from the track on the other 
hank that it was more than a mere packhorse way. At 
first it is an indefinite mass of gravel, but in two or three 
yards a strong kerb appears on the eastern side. This 
can he traced for seven feet and consists of boulders run-
ning up to one foot in diameter, and in places arranged 
in two lines, the inner one stepped back up the slope on 
which the whole is built, as if to hold the road metal up 
securely.* This metal only remains in patches for six 
feet in width, the present road wall preventing the full 
breadth from showing. However one can see that it was 
composed mostly of large gravel and had a distinct 
caniber. A few yards further on, the edge, with remains 
of a single kerb, can be traced for several yards, pointing 
in a slightly different line through the eastern part of 
the pinfold more nearly towards Bank Top. The present 
road wall has destroyed all but about one foot of the 
accompanying metal (see Fig. 3). The stone-work just 
described is built quite in the Roman style and on several 
grounds we thus have distinct though perhaps not abso-
lutely conclusive evidence that the Roman road crossed 
Harden and Wilsden becks almost as the present road 
does. 

Besides the evidence already adduced (p. 4) as to its 
antiquity, in favour of the way south-east from Bank 
Top representing the continuation of this Roman road, 
we have the following points :-

1. With the exception of a curve north-west of c 
(Fig. 1), plainly due to a steep descent,, it is laid out in 
straight lengths from point to point for nearly two 
miles, finally being directed almost exactly to Noon Nick 
(Fig. 4), a slight col which would much facilitate the 

* A similar double kerb exists beside the road north-westwards from Ilkley on 
Skipton Moor. 
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passage of the steep ridge in front—a ridge stretching 
for several miles from near Saltaire towards Sandy Lane 
and backed by formidable gullies along its northern half. 
The turning points alluded to are at a (the end of a 
similar but less troublesome ridge) and B (the highest 
point crossed for some distance either way). This laying 
out is very characteristic of Roman methods. 

2. All maps previous to Teesdale's (1 828) in addition 
to this road show a now obliterated almost straight con-
tinuation past the region of Noon Nick (where it is 
marked as a Wapentake boundary) to join Toiler Lane 
and so pass directly by Whetley Lane (once known as 
Whetley Causeway) into Westgate, through Bradford 
(where this line, along with Kirkgate, formed the original 
nucleus of the town) towards Wakefield, in which direc-
tion for several miles together (Dudley Hill to Adwalton) 
it is or has been known as the "street." Further 
"street" names occur to a little beyond Bruntcliffe, 
whence the ancient continuation was via West Ardsley 
and Alverthorpe, now a byway, to Wakefield. "Street" 
names also occur near this part, but not on it. The 
maps I refer to are Warburton's (1720), Jeffrey's (1775, 
noted in this connection by Mr. P. Ross in the Bradford 
Antiquary, 1910, p. 30), Tuke's (1787, reprinted in 
1816), and that in Baines' Directoïy (1822). 

It therefore became clear that a search should be in-
stituted in Noon Nick, by the side of which the Wilsden-
Shipley boundary (probably representing the Wapentake 
boundary mentioned above) descends the hill at present. 
This search has resulted in the finding of very fragmentary 
but very suggestive remains (Fig. 5). So far as has 
been made out, anything like the full width of the 
road only exists for two or three yards west of the 
enclosing wall of the present Stony Ridge road, which 
wall appears in the figure. But fragments, apparently 
of the same structure, can be picked up for some sixty 
yards further west, though here they lie at the sides of 

' James' Continuation qf Iii story of Jhwdford, p. 19. 
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the gully and one to two feet above the narrower accom-
modation road which traverses its bottom. This latter 
road has probably been constructed in order to give access 
to the old superficial coal workings, which have cut up the 
lower part of the slope in a way to destroy any hope of 
finding a connection between the upper and lower parts 
of the Roman line. We thus have evidence that the 
remains unearthed are more ancient than either this 
accommodation lane or the Stony Ridge road crossing it 
nearly at right angles; and further proof is given by the 
enclosing wall of this latter road being actually built on 
stones belonging to the road in question. This road 
consists partly of the small, natural, angular stones of 
the neighbourhood, but mostly of gravel, which has the 
appearance of being water-worn and perhaps could not 
be obtained quite close at hand. There is no special 
foundation layer. The road was only cut into at one 
place near the centre, where it runs to about ten inches 
thick. The width is seventeen feet including the only 
kerb, or sixteen without it. The surface is for all practical 
purposes level, and shows no camber. That it has been 
much destroyed is evident from what has already been 
said : in addition there are scatterings of its mnateril 
several yards away to the north, which perhaps implies 
that it has been deliberately removed in part. I have 
mentioned a kerb, which is shown along the southern 
edge in the figure. With the exception of the furthest 
stone (Fig. 5), which is a rounded boulder, this consists 
of the local stone split into pieces about one foot in dia-
meter and three inches thick. It will be noticed that 
the stones are laid so as to form a good line towards the 
road, the outer edge being much rougher. This somewhat 
suggests the bottom of an old dry wall; but that it is a 
kerb is pretty clear, I think, for the following reasons:-

1. The stones are laid directly on the slope of the 
subsoil which (though not really hard to dig) has not 
been levelled. This would be a very slovenly and insecure 
way of laying the foundation of a dry wall, whilst for a 
kerb it would be a slight advantage. 



Fig. 4. NOON NICK FROM THE NORTH-WEST. 
Photo, by F. V. 

P7g. 5. SUPPOSED ROMAN ROAD IN NOON NICK : SOUTHERN END 

OF CLEARED SECTION, WITH KERB. 
Photo. bû F. V. 
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2. In the case of a wall there should be a correspond-
ing line to form the outer face. If ever present this has 
gone with the exception of one suitable example (not 
shown) which might equally well be a displaced member 
of the line shown. 

3. All the old maps mark the land hereabouts as being 
unenclosed. However they are hardly trustworthy for 
fine details. 

4. The metal of the centre of the road runs quite up 
to this line of stones, as if both formed parts of one 
structure. (This metal has been removed from the edge 
of the nearer three in order to show the kerb up clearly). 
If wall and road were built at one time there is 
ample room for both in the more level bottom ; and 
the appearances suggest that if one is older than the 
other it is the wall or kerb, the road metal being then 
laid to the already existing face. 

5. Taking everything into consideration, it is difficult 
to believe that this road is not part of the Roman line, 
in which case it should have a kerb. It is too good for 
a road to the coal-pits, and if made for that purpose one 
would expect to find a good deal of coal scattered about 
it. This is-not the case. This argument, however, is of 
a rather circular nature ; but it will help the reader to 
understand the importance of the point now under con-
sideration. 

6. The boundary wall is likely to be fairly old and 
runs roughly parallel to and only a few yards from this 
line. Two such walls, if contemporary, are unlikely. 

If these remains are accepted as being Roman it is 
difficult to believe that the further course has not been 
through Bradford, as already hinted, the line probably 
taking a slight turn, as marked, on the ridge at A. It 
is conceivable that the name Bradford or Broad Ford 
was originally applied not to the breadth of the stream 
crossed but to the breadth of the road crossing it. The 
enigmatical and ancient name of Broadstoues which clings 
to the neighbourhood of the crossing of the Bradford 
Beck may even more suitably be explained as referring 
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to a paved ford.* Besides the point already alluded to 
beyond Keighley (p. 9) this road has been recovered 
lately at Well Head on Glusburn Moor, whence its course 
seems to have been via Park Head and the Elsiack Fort, 
Horton and Paythorn, where it perhaps crossed the Ribble. 
But it has not yet been excavated satisfactorily beyond 
Well Head. 
The name Street Gap (a farm bearing date 1637) will 

be noticed near the south-eastern corner of the map. 
Here an engineered road has evidently forded the Chellow 
Beck. Whether this was a Roman road or not is uncer-
tain at present. The presumption is that it continued 
westwards into Lancashire along the ancient line already 
noticed (p. 7) via Flappit, Haworth, Oldfield (where there 
is a Street Lane and a Street Head farm) and the neigh-
bourhood of Come. There appears, however, to be no 
real evidence that Come was ever a Roman station of any. 
sort. The entrenchment known as Caster Cliff bears no 
resemblance to Roman work, and the coins found in the 
vicinity do not necessarily mean much. 

Besides those already mentioned, I am much indebted 
for help to Mr. George Ackroyd of Harden Hall, Mr. W. 
Middleton, to Mr. A. S. Dean, of Keighley, for the 
photographs from which figures 2 (b) and 3 have been 
taken, and to Messrs. Langwaite, T. Bancroft and Jeffrey 
for allowing investigations on ground tenanted by them. 

EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 

1.—Plan of the Harden District to illustrate this paper. Note the 
Soldiers' Graves, and a probable Roman Camp between Culling-
worth and Denholme. 
Some of the boundaries have been altered of late years ; but 

they are inserted here as shown in the 1847 Ordnance Survey 
map, with additions. 
Note also the position of the circular earthwork near Wilsden, 

and the presence of an outwork in connection with the north of 

A comparison with other Bradfords may help. Very few are on streams of 
any size. Bradford. near Badbury Rings, is on a Roman road, as is Bradford 
Peveril. Bradford, near Manchester, is very near a Roman ford, and if Brodforth 
(now Birdforth, in the East Riding) is the same name, the place is also very near a 
Roman ford. In other cases the Roman connection is (to say the least) 

very doubtful. 
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Catstones Ring. Where towns or villages possess a church their 
position is marked by that building as a cross. 

2.—Roman road (No. 2, not the Manchester-Ilkley road) on harden 
Moor. 
(a) General longitudinal view looking north. (Photo by F.V.). 
(b) Oblique view, looking more westward, to show the kerb. 

(Photo by A.S.D.). 
3.—Remains of the road shown in Fig. 3 near Wilsden Beck. Enclos-

ing wall of present road as background. Taken looking east. 
(Photo by A.S.D.). 

4.—View of Noon Nick from the north-west. The boundary wall 
runs down the hill obliquely to the right. (Photo by F.V.). 

5.—The southern kerb of the road in Noon Nick, with end of 
transverse clearing of the road surface. Western wall of Stony 
Ridge road as background. Taken from the North-west. (Photo 
by F.V.). 

ADDENDA. 

P. 12—The road south-east from Bank Top shows three more very 
slight turns besides those mentioned. Each occurs at the top of 
a ridge and thus confirms the Roman appearance of the whole. 

P. 13.—To the maps must be added Greenwood's (1817 and 1834). 
The first of these is semi-official, having been prepared for the 
Ordnance Survey Department, and no doubt it is accurate. 
Neither shows the through road by Noon Nick. 

GOODALL CHARITY. 

In the last number of this Journal mention is made of a Charity at Idle of 
4Os.ear for the poor of that township. This charity is doubtless the one men-
tioned by Sir Walter Calverley in his Note Book. 

Under the date 23rd August. 1710, he says "A commission for pious uses was 
satt upon at the coffee house in Leeds, and brother Nevfle, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Hitch, 
and several others were commissioners, and the townsmen of Idle had a hearing 
with Paul Jowett and Wm. Hird about the 40s. out of the land in Burley, to the 
use of the poor, which I believe would be adjudged good for all the 40s., though 
Jowett and Hird alleadged ought to be 26s. 8d. per annum." 

In the Abstract of Returns of Charitable Donations for Benjit of Poor Persons 
(1786), the charity is referred to as a rent charge of 40s. for the poor of Idle 
bequeathed by Ed. Goodhall and at that time invested in the Chapeiwardens and 
Overseers of Idle. 

Subsequent returns, however, state that the origin of the charity was unknown, 
and the last return of 1894 fails to mention it. 

It would be interesting to know into what channel this rent charge is now 
diverted. W. E. PRESTON. 

B 



HISTORY AS INTERPRETED BY ENGRAVINGS. 

BY 

H. JOHNSTONE CAMPBELL, M.D. 

Being the substance of a Lecture delivered before 1/ie Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society, 13th Nov., 1912. 

3 N choosing a subject for to-night I wished to leave 
myself free to deal with engraving from more than 
one point of view, and at the same time to make 

what I have to say of interest to the members of' the 
Society who lean rather to the antiquarian than the 
artistic side of the subject. I do not, of course, mean to 
imply that the one precludes the other, but that whilst 
to the antiquarian the history of engraving is of interest 
chiefly from the relationship it bears to the development 
and progress of mankind, to the artistic the fascination 
lies rather in the engravings themselves and the manner 
and method of their production, apart altogether from 
the period in which they first appeared. 

The collector of engravings may devote his energies to 
acquiring examples of the work of all the engravers of a 
period ; to the collection of specimens of a special kind 
of engraving, or to the acquisition of prints illustrative 
of the art from its beginning in the fifteenth century to 
the present day in historical sequence. 

Speaking generally of the four main classes of en-
gravings, namely, line engravings, etchings, stipple prints 
and mezzotints, and without attempting to deal either 
with the many processes which are modifications of these 
main divisions or with woodcuts or lithographs, I hope to 
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show that although all the methods have been in use at 
one and the same period, yet one method has always for 
the time being dominated the others, and this domination 
has not been a matter of chance or of fashion or of the 
eminence of one or two exponents of the art, but has 
been due to the fact that that special mode of expression 
has harmonised with the spirit of the time in which it 
was in vogue. If this is accepted, then a new interest is 
added to the study of prints, for not only will the indi-
vidual engraving exert its artistic charm upon the senses, 
but by the way in which it re-creates the atmosphere in 
which it was produced it will lead us to understand and 
to realise the tendencies and forces which existed at the 
period of its production. 
Who first engraved a design on metal for the express 

purpose of taking prints from the plate is unknown and 
of little importance, for the time having arrived in which 
prints were demanded and paper being by then made in 
sufficient quantities to make it possible to satisfy the 
demand, men capable of supplying prints were soon to 
the fore. The art did not arise suddenly as the result of 
an inspiration, but developed naturally in response to a 
need. It is probable that for some little time before 1446, 
which is the first date known with certainty in which a 
print appeared, goldsmiths had taken rubbings of designs 
engraved onmetal, either for the purpose of preserving 
copies of the designs or with the object of showing the 
designs to patrons. Anyhow it is certain that somewhere 
about 1440 there existed in the neighbourhood of Basle 
an engraver known as "the master of the playing cards," 
who engraved designs on copper with the definite object 
of taking impressions from the inked copper upon paper. 
Other contemporary engravers lived in the upper Rhine 
provinces and in Burgundy and Flanders, and not long 
after this Maso Finiguerra, a Florentine goldsmith, pro-
duced prints known as nielli " by rubbing lamp-black 
and oil into the lines engraved on metal surfaces, laying 
a well-damped piece of paper upon the surface and 
rubbing the back of the paper w ith a smoothing bone or 

BB 
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some other instrument. The Bolognese painter, Francesco 
Francia, is supposed to have made designs for engraving 
on silver, and nielli obtained from the engraved metal 
soon began to be sought for, so that engraving for 
the purpose of obtaining such prints naturally followed 
on. It is rather sad to think that at least in Italy the 
engraving of plates for the purpose of printing from 
them was due to the manufacture of forged nielli. In 
Germany and Flanders, however, a robuster spirit pre-
vailed, and the early workers engraved with the direct 
object of producing prints which might be an improve-
ment upon woodcuts, as they considered that they could 
thereby better express all they felt. In this respect it 
is well to note that Italian art by the end of the fifteenth 
century was already showing signs of decadence, a deca-
dence which developed with startling rapidity towards 
the end of the next century after Raphael (1520), Michael 
Angelo (1564), and Titian (1576) had passed away. 
The history of engraving may be said to commence 

with three names : Mantegna in Italy (1431-1506), 
Schongauer in Colmar (1445-1491), and Dürer in Nu-
remberg (1471-1528), and of these D-arer stands pre-
eminent, not only from his great ability and splendid 
sincerity but also from the fact that engraving was to 
him the mode of expression which was most in harmony 
with his character and aims, for it enabled him to speak 
to a far larger audience than was possible by paintings or 
drawings. Dürer too, for the first time, threw off the 
conventions of the metal-workers and became in truth 
and in fact a painter-engraver, to whom every line on 
the copper was important, and who engraved no line 
without a definite aim and intent. Dürer was the son of 
a goldsmith of Nuremberg, and doubtless learned his 
father's profession, but he owed his chief art training to 
Wolgemuth, the chief designer of the woodcuts in the 
Nuremberg Chronicle. The other great line-engravers of 
this period were Marc Antonio Raimondi (1480-1530) 
in Italy, and Lucas van Leyden (1494-1533) in the 
Netherlands. Raimondi is best known as an interpreter 
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of Raphael; he was a clever rather than a great engraver, 
and it is very interesting to see how, in his engravings 
copied from Dürer's woodcuts, the strength and rugged-
ness of the original has been softened and Italianised by 
the interpreter. With regard to Lucas van Leyden he, 
like Raimondi, lacked Dürer's strength, but, unlike 
Raiinondi, he had Diirer's artistic sincerity. He was 
certainly somewhat easily influenced as to his methods of 
work, vet whether he employed the firm line which 
Dürer roved, or made use of the more delicate and simpler 
method of the Italian school, his work was ever his own, 
and he can, equally with Dürer, be described as a true 
painter-engraver. 

Succeeding these three great masters were the so-called 
"little masters" : Hans Sebald Beham (1500-1550) and 
Barthel Beham (1502-1540) of Nuremberg, Altdorfer 
(1480-1538) of Regensburg, and Aid egrever (1502-
1555) of Paderhorn. At this time the German States 
were waking up to the fact that they had a future and a 
destiny of their own. In art, in religion, in commerce, 
in war as in peace, from henceforth Germany was to 
assert the right of her children to a place in the sun. 
Maximilian was making expeditions to establish his 
people and to curb the power of the robber nobles ; the 
peasantry in the country and the merchants and crafts-
men in the towns were beginning to realise their power 
and to make this power felt the Reformation was already 
in progress, and throughout the country it was being 
realised that not only the rulers, but the people also, had 
lives to live and souls to save. The two Behams were 
expelled from Nuremberg as being "men full of boasting 
and defiance, and exalted in their own conceit," and as 
having shown themselves "more downright Godless and 
heathenish than was ever heard of anyone," because they 
dared to think for themselves in matters of religion, if 
the engravings of these little masters be examined it 
will be seen that whilst they are virile, original, and un-
conventional, they at the same time show much beauty 
of line and composition. They are not equal to the work 
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of Direr, but they bear the impress of the times in 
which they were produced, both in the choice of subject 
and in the manner of their execution The work of 
Agostino de Musi (1514-1536) and that of Giorgio 
Ghisi in Italy (1520— .582) equally indicate the tenden-
cies in Italy at the same period. 

Shortly after these men lived, the general state of un-
rest, the tendency to break away from conventions and 
to escape from tradition, and the refusal to bow absolutely 
to authority, that was seen amongst men in general, 
became manifest in engraving by the increasing demand 
felt by artists for some freer mode of expression than 
was possible with line engraving, hence etching came to 
be used with increasing frequency. It is quite true that 
most of those whom I have already mentioned occasion-
ally etched plates, but they were all essentially line 
engravers ; the need for a. freer method, a less trammelled 
speech, had not became insistent to them. 

Etching, like line engraving, was, in its earlier expo-
nents, constrained by the influence of the etchers upon 
metal for its own sake; thus, in the work of the Hopfers, 
who etched on iron, a certain mannerism is apparently 
due to this cause. It was some time however befbr& this 
movement became general, and in the interval the amount 
of good original work that was done was comparatively 
small. During this intermediate period, that is, from 
about 1540 to 1590, though original work was relatively 
scarce and etching had not yet come to its own, the 
followers of the great line engravers increased their 
technical skill, but being followers and not leaders, they 
devoted themselves to interpretive work, which, whilst 
technically often magnificent, yet had no or but small 
power to teach on its own account. Most masterly iii 

its way was the work of the Rubenis school of engravers 
in line, many of whom engraved under the direct influ-
ence of the artist himself' The two Bolswerts, Vorster-
man, Pontius and Soutman all did astonishingly fine work 
after IRubenis. In the same period Wierix, Visscher, (Jort, 
Golzius, the Galles and many others interpreted the work 
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of painters, and their work is very interesting, especially 
from the facility with which they produced effects and 
the skill with which they gave to their prints a feeling of 
colour. 
From the latter part of the sixteenth to the end of the 

seventeenth century etching became the really great 
method ; it was in sympathy with the atmosphere of the 
time, and by its help the great men who had a lesson to 
teach impressed their influence upon their generation. 
You will, I think, agree with me that during the whole 
of this period, in religion, in literature, and in art, men 
were feeling towards a greater independence of thought, 
and groping in the direction of a greater independence of 
expression Freedom of expression had not yet been 
attained, but the very fact that in England, in the Low 
Countries and in Germany the need was being more and 
more felt is evident from the many isolated instances of 
intolerance and the many attempts at repression which 
characterised this period. It was this seething unrest 
which resulted in etching taking the place of the more 
rigid line method. France, however, then as always, 
stood intellectually alone, and the influences which were 
so potent in other countries were there hardly felt, for it 
was in this very period that line engraving, especially in 
portraiture, reached its zenith. I will, however, refer 
later to this more in detail. It may be said that Callot 
(1592-1635) and Claude Gélee (I1600-1682) disprove 
this statement, but though they were both French they 
worked and lived largely in Italy. Castiglione (1616-
1670) of Genoa, also did good work in Italy ; YanDyck 
(1599-1641) etched a few portraits so splendid in their 
force and truthfulness that they must always remain as 
some of the greatest masterpieces of the world. The 
name however which stands out above all others is Rem-
brandt (1606-1669). He is as truly the prince of 
etchers as Dürer is the king of line-engravers. Much as 
I would like to dwell upon the work of this master, I 
must remember that I am concerned to-night not with 
engràving itself but with the history thereof, and I will 
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only point out how every line, whether drawn with the 
lightest touch or with the utmost boldness and force, is 
ever strong and true, full of meaning and purpose and 
expressive of the man himself. Rembrandt learned from 
none ; he taught all. Many lesser men etched during 
the same period as Rembrandt, and might he aptly 
described as the "little masters of etching." Amongst 
these may be mentioned Jan van der Velde, Pieter van 
Laer, Allart van Everdingen, Waterloo, Jan Both, 
Reynier Nooms, Paul Potter, Berchem, Carel du Jardin, 
and last, but by no meaiìs least, Wenzel Hollar (1607--
1677), who in some ways approaches Rembrandt himself, 
and who may be said to bear the same relationship to 
Rembrandt that Lucas van Leyden lid to Direr. 

In the latter part of the seventeenth and during the 
eighteenth century etching and line engraving were 
largely combined, with the result that what was gained 
in grace was lost in strength. Here, as one might expect, 
France dominated Europe, for the combined method is 
essentially tasteful, the rigid directness of the work of 
the burin being softened by the more delicate tracery of 
the etched work. The world of Europe was settling 
down to comfort and did not want to be disturbed. The 
rich and the idle were in the ascendant, and to them life 
was one long summer's day. I will not detain you with 
this period, but will content myself with showing a few 
examples of the work that was then produced. It was 
chiefly reproductive, being either after paintings or from 
designs drawn by artists for the engraver to copy. The 
evident aim of the engraver of this period was technical 
excellence, and this he attained to a most surprising 
degree ; he did not even interpret, but only defined. 
The wonderful illustrations of the French books of this 
period show what can be done in black and white, yet 
they convey no truth and arouse no emotion ; their most 
potent magic leaves one cold, or at most only arouses a 
polite enthusiasm such as may be extorted by the marvels 
of the conjuror or the manipulator of coloured fires. The 
work of the English engravers of this period, Sir Robert 
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Strange, William Sharp and William Woollett, is more 
virile than that of the French, and is interesting and 
effective, but it is not great. An exception to the above 
general statement must be made in favour of the French 
portrait engravers, for they in their best plates shoved 
both strength and brilliant technique, but though some 
of them used etching to a certain extent they were for 
the most part pure line engravers. The best of the 
Frenchmen of this school were II. Nanteuil (1623----1678) 
Gerard Eclelinck (1640-1707), Antoine Masson (1636-
1700), Pierre Drevet (1663-1738), Pierre imbert Drevet 
(1697-1739), and Claude Drevet (1710-1782). In Ger-
many, Faick (1609-1677), in the Netherlands, van Dalen 
(1632-1646) and Blooteling (1640— 1690), and in 
England, Faithorne (1616-1691), R. White (1645-
1704), Houbraken (1698-1780), and Vertue (1684-
1756) all did grand work which is a joy to look at and a 
pleasure to possess. The eighteenth century also had its 
pure etchers, several of whom flourished in Italy. This 
is especially interesting as at this period Italy was be-
ginning to awake mentally, thought was becoming more 
general, and a greater desire for freedom arose. I need 
only mention two names, Canale (1697-1768) and Pir-
anesi (1720-1778). In England the only really powerful 
etching was that of the satirists, Hogarth (1697-1764), 
Rowlamidson (1756-1827), and Gillray (1757-1827). 
Captain Baillie may also be referred to, not because he 
had any great power or originality, but because he devel-
oped a method of reproducing drawings by a special 
method of aquatint (spirits of wine method) which ren-
dered their main features with great fidelity. Of William 
Blake (1757-1.827) I cannot say much in this connection, 
for whilst he was in some ways as great a genius as either 
Dürer or Rembrandt, his fame and influence depend upon 
imaginative design which reveals itself in spite of his 
methods of execution, rather than because of his power 
of expression through the etched line. There is much 
charm in some of the etchers of Germany of this period, 
but they were in no sense great. Kobell, Weirotter and 
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Salomon Gessner all did pleasing work, but that is all 
that can be said of it. In France, Boucher etched de-
1ightfi1 plates after Watteau, and de Boissieu used the 
needle with much skill, whilst in Spain as in Italy the 
general feeling of mental unrest was exemplified by the 
bizarre but powerful etchings of Francisco Goya (1746-
1828). 
I may have wearied you I fear by attempting to com-

press too much into a short time, so that I will not 
attempt to complete this brief review, but will content 
myself with showing a few examples of mezzotint, of 
mixed etching and mezzotint, of stipple, of colour printing 
and of modern etching, leaving you to draw conclusions 
for yourselves as to how far my main thesis of the rela-
tionship of method of work to the mental attitude of the 
time in which the work was done is upheld by the prints 
shown, bearing in mind that stipple engraving, colour 
printing and niezzotint were all practised almost exclu-
sively in England. The modern revival of etching on 
the other hand has been almost universal, and there is 
such an enormous amount of work being done that it is 
impossible to keep in touch with it all. How much of it 
will live no one can say, but certainly the best work is 
very expressive of the thought of the time, and has a 
character, largely due to the great use made of the dry 
point, which distinguishes it from the work of any other 
period 



ESFTOLT PRIORY ESTATE ACCOUNTS, 

1539-1510. 

BY 

W. PLLLEY BAILDON. F.S.A. 

tHE following accounts show the rents received from 
the real estate belonging to the Esholt Priory im-
mediately after the seizure by the Crown. It may 

be presumed that the whole of the property is included, 
unless, as happened in some cases, outlying portions had 
been overlooked. This is the less likely in the present 
document, as most of the items are stated to be "as in 
the rental," which can only mean a rental belonging to 
the Priory before the Suppression. 
The iiaines of the tenements and fields are given in 

most instances, together with that of the tenant, and the 
amount of the rent paid. It will be noticed that some 
of the items are called " rent " and others " farm," as to 
which a brief explanation may not be out of place. 

Strictly speaking, "rent" is the amount paid by an 
owner of land to the lord of the manor of which the land 
forms part, or to some other over-lord ; it is an incident 
of tenure and not a creation of contract. Such rents are 
classified as " free-rents," "customary-rents," " quit-
rents," etc. 

"Farm," on the other hand, is a matter of contract and 
is what now-a-days is usually understood by "rent ;" it 
is the yearly or other sum paid to the owner by a tenant. 
Hence the term "farmer," which originally meant a per-
son paying a consideration or "thrin" yearly or quarterly, 
or what not, for the enjoyment of a particular thing. 
This was not confined to land, for there were "farmers" 
of taxes, customs, and so on. But in course of time, 
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since the most familiar instance of "farming" was that 
of land, the word "farmer" has become almost restricted 
to a farmer of land, and the word "farm "—the periodical 
payment for hire—now means the land hired. Cognately 
with this, farming, originally hiring, has come to mean 
cultivating an agricultural holding. It is a curious in-
stance of transferred meaning, of which we have so many 
cases in English. 

Therefore; where in these accounts we read of a man 
paying "rent," we must understand a tenant in the 
feudal sense ; where we read of "farm," a tenant in the 
modern sense. 

EssHoLTE, late a Priory. 
The Account of Richard Derelove, collector of the rents and farms 

of all and singular the lordships, manors, lands and tenements, and of 
other possessions and revenues, as well temporal as spiritual, to the 
aforesaid late Monastery belonging or appertaining, now come to the 
lands of the King by virtue of an Act passed in his Parliament at 
London begun on Nov. 3, 21 Hen. VIII. [1529] and continued at 
Westminster until Feb. 4, 28 Hen. VIII. [1536-7], namely, from 
Michaelmas, 31 Hen. VIII. [1539], until the Michaelmas following. 

Arrears. None, because this is the first account. 
Farms of demesne lands. LJ 4 9s. 4d. for the farm of the site of 

the late Priory, with the orchards, garths and gardens; 2 closes, 
called Seynte Leonerde's Home Close, containing 8 acres of arable 
land and meadow, 20s.; a close called Northwest feld otherwise 
Oxeclose, 9 ac., arable and pasture, 20s. ; a close called Farrewest feld 
otherwise Shepeclose, 16 ac., pasture, 20s. ; a close called Crosley feld, 
10 ac.. pasture, 10s. ; 2 little closes called Newclose hede, 3 ac., 
pasture, 4s ; a close called Newclose, 9 ac., arable, lOs.; a close 
called Littell Pightell, lying to the west of the Newclose, 2 ac., 2s.; 
a close called Nunewode Leys, 2 ac , pasture, 2s. a close called Colle 
Rodes, 9 ac., pasture, 13s. 4d.; a close called Commen Ynge, 10 ac., 
meadow, 26.. 8d. ; a close called Pese Flatte, 6 ac., pasture, lOs.; a 
close called Stakk Close, 12 ac , arable, 13s. 4d.; a close called Norman 
Holnie, 7 ac., 16s.; a close called Lange Rode, 16 ac.. arable, 26s. 8d.; 
a close called Milnefeld, 8 ac., arable, 13s. 4d. ; a close called Dayet 
(Jrofte. 1 ac, arable, 2s ; a close called Longe Holine, 9 ac., pasture 
and meadow, 30s. ; a close called Stangilforthe, 7 ac., arable, 13s 4d.; 
a close called Eyholme, 17 ac, arable, 26s. 8il. ; a close called Brygge 
Rode, 3 ac., l Os. ; all of which were in the hands and occupation of 
the late"Prioress and Convent, and are now demised to William 
Knevftte. the King's servant, by an indenture under the seal of the 
Court of Augmentations; payable at the Annunciation of the B.V.M. 
and at Michaeluias. Total, £14 9s. 4d. 
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Roodes .* 14s. for the free rent of William Roodes for a close 
called [blank] lying in Roodes, payable yearly by equal portions at 
Pentecost and Martinmas. Total, 14s. 

Mikillhwayte. 2s. for the free rent of James Wood of Mikil-
thwayte or of Grene Hill, for certain lands late of Anthony Eltofte, 
esq., payable yearly. Total. 2s. 

Yedden. 14s. the farm of a tenement, with a barn and an orchard, 
3 closes of pasture containing 6111 ac., a close of meadow containing 
1 ac, a croft of meadow containing 2 ac., and 3 ac. of arable land 
lying in a croft next ' le more" there, a close of pasture containing 
2 ac. and another containing I ac., in the tenure of Richard Ilollyne, 
as in the Rentalt ; 13s. 4d. for the farm of a tenement; with a barn 
and orchard. 3 closes of pasture containing 3 ac., 2 closes of meadow 
containing 3j ac. in ' le Commen Ynge" and pasture for 4 cows in 
"le Lee Feld," and 7 ac. of arable land in the said three fields, in the 
tenure of Joan late wife [i.e., widow] of Thomas Snowden; 6s. 8d. 
the farm of a tenement, with a barn and orchard. 2 closes of arable 
land containing 2 ac., a close of meadow containing 1 ac.,a pightell" 
of pasture containing 1 ac , in the tenure of William Hill ; 5s. lOd. 
rent and farm of a tenement, with a barn, and a croft containing 1 r., 
4 ac. of arable lying in the fields called \\Testfeld, Northfeld and 
llawfeld, and a croft of meadow containing 1 ac., and pasture for 2 
cows in Lee Feld, in the tenure of William Smith; 12s. Gd. rent and 
farm of a tenement, with a barn, and a croft containing 3 r. of arable 
land lying in the 3 fields aforesaid, and a croft of meadow containing 
2 ac, and pasture for 2 cows, and a close called Bellymounde con-
taining 2 ac, and a close called Bankes containing 1 ac., and a croft 
of meadow containing 3 ac.. and a close of meadow containing 1 ac., 
and - ac. of meadow lying in the Conimen Ynge, in the tenure of 
Christopher Marshall; and 12s. lid the farm of a tenement, with an 
orchard, and a close of arable land containing 4 ac, and a close of 
pasture containing 4 ac., and pasture for 2 cows in Lee Feld, and 21 2 
ac. of arable in the said three fields, and a close of meadow containing 
1 ac., in the tenure of Ellen late wife [widow] of Robert Wherter 
and Nicholas her son; Gs. 5/. the farm of a tenement, with a croft 
containing 1 ac. 1 r. of meadow, and a close of pasture called South-
rode containing 3 ac , and a close of pasture containing 1 r , and ac. 
of meadow in the (Jonimen Ynge, in the tenure of Robert Cowper; 
2s. the rent of a cottage with a curtelage, in the tenure of Ralph 
Swaynson; and 7s. 1d. the rent of a tenement, with a barn and an 
orchard, and 2 closes of meadow containing 2 ac., and a close of 
pasture containing 1 ac., and pasture for four cows in Lee Feld, and 1 
ac. of meadow in the (Jomnien Ynge and 7 ac. of arable in the said 
three fields, in the tenure of William Ylcok; and 19... Id. rent of a 

* Rhodes, in Menston. 

f This statement, "as in the rental,' appears after each of the remaining 
entries. It has not been thought necessary to print it each time. 

li 

L 
4 
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tenement, with a barn and garden, and 2 closes of pasture containing 
7 ac., and a close of meadow containing 2 ac., and 13 ac. of arable 
in the said three fields, and pasture. for 6 cows in Lee Feld, and 1 ac. 
of meadow in the Conìmen Ynge, in the tenure of Thomas ilardwik; 
os. lOd. rent of a tenement, with a barn and orchard, and 6 ac. of 
arable in the said three fields, and 3 r. of meadow in the Commen 
Ynge, and pasture for 3 cows in Lee Feld, and a close of pasture con-
taining 3 r., in the tenure of William Swayn ; 2s. Gd. rent of a tene-
ment with an orchard, late in the tenure of John Marmaduke, 
afterwards demised to John Ladyman by indenture under the common 
seal [of the Priory] dated March 6, 21 henry VIII. [1529-30], no 
term being specified therein, in the tenure of William Brooke; 12s. 
rent of a tenement with a barn and a garden, and 2 closes of pasture 
containing 2 ac, 2 closes of arable containing 3 ac , one close of 
meadow containing 1 ac., in the tenure of Margaret late wife [widow] 
of Thomas Rastrik. 

[Marginal note. Granted to William Romsden and Edward 
Hoppey and their heirs, for ever, by letters patent of the 
King now inrolled.] 

33s. 6/. the farm of a tenement, with a barn and other buildings, 
and a little elose adjoining containing 12 r., a close of pasture contain-
ing S ac , and 3 closes of arable containing 9 ac , and 2 closes of 
meadow, called Symcroftes, and a croft called Smythynge, containing 
10 ac, and a toft of meadow lying near the close of Master 'Thomas 
Mawd, called Litle Gibbe Crofte, in the tenure of Christopher Bateson 

[Marginal note. Granted to Richard Duke, esq , and his heirs, 
for ever, by letters patent of the King, now inrolled.] 

2s. rent of a cottage, with a garden, situated in the wood called 
Nunwood, in the tenure of Matthew Alderson. 

[Marginal note. Granted to the said Edward Iloppey and 
William Romsden by the aforesaid letters patent, now in-
rolled.] 

63s. 4d. the farm of a parcel of land, called High roddes and Essey 
woods, and divers parcels of land, as appears by an indenture under 
the common seal of the said house [Esholt Priory], for a term cf 70 
years beginning March 23, 2 Henry VIII. [1510-11] in the tenure of 
John Colyar. Total, ±;10 18s. 11(1 

Ydill. 6d the rent issuing from a certain tenement in the tenure 
of John Kytchyn. Total Gd. 

Rawden. 4s. the rent of a tenement, with a garden, and a croft 
of arable containing 2 ac., and 2 pightils containing . ac. of meadow, 
in the tenure of John Wrighte. Total, 4s. 

Hawlcesworthe. 27s. 2d. the rent of a tenement, with a barn and 
orchard, and a small close of pasture containing 1 r., and 7 ac. of 
pasture, lying in a close called the Northe Crofte, and 3 closes con-
taining 6 ac. of arable, and 2 closes of meadow containing 8 ac., and 
a close containing 2 ac. of meadow, and 1 ac. of arable, in the tenure 
of Thomas Woode, with Gd. payable to Walter llawkesworth. 
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[Marginal note. Granted to John Maynerd and William Bretton 
and their heirs, for ever, by letters patent of the King, now 
inrolled] 

los. the rent of a close called Fissher Roode, containing 2 ac. of 
meadow and 2 ac. of arable, and a close called Moreclose, containing 
3 ac. of pasture and ac. of arable, lying in the field called Bracon-
bankes, and a toft of arable containing 1 r., and a close called Hobrode 
containing 3 ac., in the tenure of Anne ilawkesworthe, widow. 

[Marginal note. Granted to William Romsden and Edward 
Iloppey and their heirs, for ever, by the aforesaid letters 
patent of the King.] Total, 37s. 2d. 

Oyes/ey. 4s. the rent of a cottage with a croft containing 2 ac. of 
meadow and pasture, in the tenure of John Walker; 4s. 1Oð. the 
rent of a parcel of land in the hands of George Yeddon, called Stone 
House oxxan [? oxgang], late demised to him for 4s. 1Od. only by 
award [arbitrium] made in recompense I r those lands arrentated  
let for rent] as above* ; 2s. lid. the farm of divers parcels of land 
there in the tenure of the said George, demised to him by indenture 
for 99 years beginning 3 Henry VII. [1487-88] ; 20s. the farm of a 
close called Nonnerode, containing 16 ac. of pasture, in the tenure of 
Thomas ilerdwik; 26s. 8d. the farm of a water-mill in the tenure of 
Anne lIawkesworthe, widow. 

[Marginal note; applies only to the mill. Granted to William 
Ramsden and Edward Iloppey and their heirs for ever, by 
the letters patent aforesaid.] 

3s the farm of a cottage newly built on the waste, with a close 
called Calfe Ilalle Woode, in the tenure of William Wastell ; 16s. the 
farm of a close of pasture called IIyerode, containing 9 ac., in the 
tenure of Christopher Bateson ; lOs. the farm of one close of meadow 
called Hallynge, containing 2 ac., in the tenure of the said Christopher. 

Total, £4 6s. 8d. 
Calverley. 7s. the rent and farm of a close called Litle Ynget 

containing 11 ac of meadow, in the tenure of Walter Rawden ; 6s. 
the farm of a close called Awcok Royde, containing 3 acres of pasture, 
in the tenure of William Brooke; 20s. the farm of a close called 
Eyholtne Ynge, containing 5 ac. of meadow, in the tenure of John 
Coytes; 13s 4d the farm of a close of pasture called Smythye Close, 
containing 8 ac., in the tenure of Richard Rookes. 

Total, 46s. 4d. 
Essbolte. 2. the farm of a cottage, with a parcel of land called 

Calfe Crofte, late of the waste, in the tenure of John Wayte; 
Total, 2s. 

Farm of the herbage. lOs. the farm of the herbage of a wood 
called Nonne Woode containing 16 ac., and of another wood called 

* The meaning of this is obscure. 

f For Calverley Field-names consult The (Jairerley Charters, Thoresby Society, 
vol. 6. 
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Baston Cliff containing 30 ac., and of another wood called Middel 
Woode Sprynge containing 2 ac., in the tenure of Richard Derelove. 

Total, lOs. 
Foreign receipts. 8s. received for the free-rent of Anthony Eltoftes 

for his lands and tenements in Mikilthwayte, for 4 years ended at 
Michaelmas, anno 31 [1539], at 2s. a year, on his own confession. 

Total, 8s. 
Sum total of receipts, £35 18s. lid. 

Wages of the Accountant and necessary expenses. The wages of the 
accountant collecting the rents and farms aforesaid, at 26s. 8d. yearly, 
granted to him by consideration of the Auditor and Receiver this 
year. 26s 8d. 

Wages of the same for keeping the King's woods there, at 13s. 4d. 
yearly, allowed this year by consideration of the said officers, 13s. 4d. 

Wages of the Auditor's clerk, writing this account, at 2s. yearly, 
as is wont to be allowed to the clerks of the Auditor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster in all accounts of ministers there-2s. Total, 42s. 

Moneys de1zvred. In moneys, del ivered to Leonard Bekwithe, esq., 
the King's Receiver there, out of the issues of this year, as admitted 
by the said Receiver upon this account, £33 16s. lid. 

Total, £33 16s. lid. 
Sum total of allowances and deliverances, £35 18s. lid. 

which sum agrees with the sum total above, as there 
appears. Et equatur. 

(Ministers' accounts, Henry VIII., No. 4522.) 

SUBSCRIBERS TO THE SELBY-HALIFAX ROAD. 

We whose Names are hereunto subscribed do hereby promise to pay into the 
hands of the Gentlemen who are appointed as a Committee or their order the 
several sums of money set opposite to our respective names In order for obtaining 
an Act of Parliament for repairing the Road leading throngh.aiid over that part of 
the West riding of Yorkshire which leads from Selby through Leeds Bradford and 
Bowling to Hallifax. (Undated). 

Hen. Ibbetson ... £5 5 0 John Dixon ... 5 5 0 
Hen. Wickham ... 5 5 0 John (illegible)... ii 5 0 
Thomas Lee ... 5 5 0 Jno. Smithson ... 5 5 0 
Richd, Richardson 5 5 0 Wm. Preston ... 5 5 0 
Hen. Pawson ... 5 5 0 Benj. Mirfield ... 5 5 0 
Walter Stanhope 5 5 0 Chris. Thompson 5 6 0 
Rd. Markham ... 5 5 0 Tim° Hutchinson 5 5 0 
Jn° Stanhope ... 5 5 0 Tim. Stene ... 5 5 .0 
Rd. Lepton ... ... 5 5 0 John Atkinson ... . 5 5 0 
Tho5 Oates ... 5 5 0 Jere. Rawson ... 5 5 0 
Abrm Balme ... 5 5 0 Gilbert Brooksbank 5 5 0 
Benj" Baitlet ... 5 5 0 Wr. Calverley ... 5 5 0 
Josiah Fearn ... 5 5 0 Wm. Cowell Junr. 5 5 
John Wilkinson 5 5 0 Thos. Lodge ... 5 5 () 
Waddington for Stansfield 5 5 0 Bich Halstead 5 5 0 
Isaac Wood ... 5 5 0 Mark Pickering 5 5 0 
Jams- Fenton ... 5 5 0 Mr. Bridges ... 5 5 0 
Richd. Holden ... 5 5 0 Mt. Walmsley ... 10 10 0 
Benj. Homer ... 5 5 0 John Arthington 1 1 0 
Hugh Marshall .. 5 5 0 
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Geo. I1epwôr11, Photo. 

ROMAN MILESTONE 

FROM THE SOUTH, 

ON CARLTON MOOR, SOUTH OF OTLEV CHEVIN, Na. GUISELEY. 
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ROMAN ROADS IN YORKSHIRE. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, A.M. INST. G.E. 

RIBCHESTER TO YORK. 

THE ROAD BETWEEN DOWNHAM PARK AND BHAMJIAM Aloof?. 

(Read before the Roman Antiquities Go?n )?ittee for Yorkshire, 
22nd Oil., 1910, 16th Nov., and 10th Dec., 1912. 

3 N the years 1909 to 19121 I set myself the pleasant task of critically examining the visible remains of 
the Roman Road which ran from Ribchester to 

York, In the following pages I purpose relating the 
results of my exploration of that part of the road which 
lies between the Chatburn Beck at Downham Park in 
Lancashire and the great military ridge road on Bramham 
Moor at Hazelwood Park. All who desire to see the 
remains of a Roman road which is not a great ridge road 
cannot do better than visit the special parts of it which 
1 shall mention later on. Indeed, some portions have 
never been disturbed, being quite complete with grass-
grown surfaces. In places where portions of the road 
have been washed away, by streams or partly destroyed 
in the course of agriculture, the sections there exposed 
show the method of construction—a boulder foundation 
with smaller stones laid in between the boulders and over 
them. 

* The precise dates of my survey were 5th, 9th, 11th and 13th August, 1909, 
12th .July, 1910, 19th and 21st August, and 11th, 21st, 25th and 28th September, 
1912. 

C 
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Some stretches of the road are among the best exam-
ples that can be seen in Yorkshire. The portion of this 
road which lies within the Yorkshire boundary has never 
previously been described in detail froin a personal in-
spection of it throughout its length. 

Mr. Thomas Codrington, in his Roman Roads in 
Britain, pp. 116 and 117 (1st edition), gives some des-
cription of it gathered from the Six-inch Ordnance Map, 
with two references to the Rev. John Whitaker's 
History of Manchester and John Warburton's Map of 
Yorks/ii e. 
Mr. John Just, master of Bury Grammar School, 

wrote an account of the Lancashire portion of this road 
from a personal inspection of it in 1850.* He did not, 
however, give so detailed an account of it as he did in 
his description of the direct road from Manchester to 
Ribchester, through Blackburn.t 
The road forms the 7th iter of C. J. Bertram, who 

produced a set of 18 itineraries about 1740-50 and 
declared them to be written by Richard of Cirencester, a 
monk of Westminster Abbey, in the 14th century. It is 
now understood that his work is a forgery, and that the 
itineraries were compiled and written by Bertrain himself. 
He was Professor of the English tongue in the Royal 
Marine Academy of Copenhagen. 
The Rev. John Whitaker, in his History of Manchester, 

pp. 193-6 (second edition, 1773), describes in some detail 
the part of this road which lies westward from Ilkley 
for four miles. From this point to Broughton he is 
much less definite. Speaking of the latter place he 
says, " And Broughton therefore was the station which 
is here denominated in Richard AD ALPES PENINAS." 
In the itinerary the station is marked 10 miles west of 
Alicana. Burwell. Castle at Elsiack is in the parish of 
Broughton, and within a mile of the Parish Church. 

* See the Journal qf the Lancasiti, e and Cheshire historical Society. Vol. III. 

-- j/enwiìs (f the Manchester Literary and Ph iluxojìh.cal Society, (ecuud 
Series), Vols. VI and VII., 1842-3. 
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The first appearance of this road olLa map is on War-
burton's Map of Yovlcshire, published in 1720. Hereon 
he shows the great bend—which is so striking a feature of 
this road in its effort to avoid Pendie Hill—to be near 
Gisburn and north of Bracewell, instead of at Downharn 
Park, some five miles to the west. He then takes it in a 
straight line nearly direct east to Thornton-in-Craven, 
where he contrives quite as big a bend back into the 
original north-east direction. The effect of this is to 
take the road to rjlhlb and Stirton where he makes it 
bend nearly ninety degrees in a south-easterly direction, 
passing by the north of Skipton in a straight line to 
Addingham, thence to the south of Ilkley and by Otley 
Chevin, Cookridge, Adel and Bramhamn village to Tad-
caster, where he joins it up to the Great Ridge Road to 
York. 

The principal points of discrepancy between Warbur-
ton's mapping of the road and the actual line of this old 
highway are the bend near Gisburn, its line from Thorn-
ton to Stirton, and its line along the north of Skipton 
to Addinghain. Warburton has a note oil his map at 
the Lancashire boundary of the road, in which he says, 
"This Roman way goes to York, for the most part it is 
visible, being paved with stone throughout." He gives 
its line from the Yorkshire border to Ribchester. 

It is shown on Bowen's map about 1750, which appears 
to be a copy of Warburtomi's map drawn to a smaller 
scale. It is also marked oil a small diagramatic map in 
one corner of Tuke's map of Yorkshire, 1787, republished 
in 181.6. 
The road is not shown on Jeflery's map, 1771, nor on 

Greenwood's map of 1817 ; neither is it On .Teesdale's 
map of 1828. 

Sir Charles Newton, of the British Museum, showed 
parts of it on a map prepared by him for the York meeting 
of the Archæological Institute in 1846. His line is definite 
and correct from Bramhamn Moor to Adel, but from thence 
to Ilkley it is indefinite, and inaccurate where shown to 
coincide with a road called York Gate on Otley Chevin. 

cc 
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The road here passed through fields. From Ilkley he gives 
itina dotted line for 18 miles straight across country to 
Rm'uington near Gisburn. This was of the nature of a sug-
gestion, for the ordnance map had not then been published. 
He runs his dotted line over Rumbalds Moor, Silsden and 
Kildwick Moors through Coiionley, the north-west of 
Lothersdale, thence over Thornton Moor and half-a-mile 
south of Earby and the same distance south of Barnolds-
wick. Newton was evidently unacquainted with the 
course of the road west of Ilkley, and his line has been 
the cause of many fruitless searches for the road in the 
neighbourhood of Silsden, Kildwick and Cononley. 
The one-inch ordnance map published in 1857-8 shows 

the road in places between Dow nham Park and Broughton, 
at Elsiack passing Burwens Castle, at "The Street" near 
Addingham, near Ilkley and Ben Rhydding, on Otley 
Chevin, on Carlton Moor, at Cookridge, Adel, Alwoodley 
Gates, Scarcroft, Bramham Park, and lastly on Bramhani 
Moor. Some of these stretches have since been obliterated 
by cultivation. * 

In the Bradford Antiquary, Vol. II. Part VIII., 
Old Series, 1892, p. 130, the writer published a map 
of the Roman Roads in Yorkshire, prepared by him 
so far back as 1886 from the ordnance map, with 
additions, the result of personal investigation. On 
this map the road was for the first time shown passing 
through Skipton along Station Road and New Market 
to the old Grammar School, thence up Short Bank 
Lane on to the north slope of Skipton Moor, passing 
via Draughton Heights to Addingham Moor, these 
are parts of Rumbalds Moor, and from thence to 
"The Street" south of Addingham. It is known as 
the Old Coach Road. I am of opinion this site 
would not have been selected for a coach road had it 

not already been in existence as a paved road when 
coaches were introduced. It lies on the north-west end 
of Rumbalds. Moor, which is somewhat precipitous, being 

* The numbers of the one inch ordnance maps (new edition) are 68, 69 and 70. 
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formed of the upturned edges of the millstone grit 
against the Skipton limestone anticlinal running east 
and west. The road, which must have been dangerous 
for coaches, runs along a shelf of this gritstone, and 
from a 1000 feet above sea level on Skipton Moor it 

drops down to the 350 feet level in less than a mile at 
Skipton. 
And now to a description of the road in detail. On its 

way in Lancashire from Ribchester to the Yorkshire 
boundary the road crosses the river Calder near its 
junction with the Rubble opposite • Hacking Hall, and 
from thence—passing a half-a-mile to the east of 
Clitheroe—it keeps very nearly a straight line for 5 
miles to the Chatburn Beck, being easily traceable along 
fences and through bye-roads. After crossing the Chat-
burn Beck the road keeps the straight line of its pre-
ceding length and does not follow the line of a fence 
which, bending slightly to the left, forms the boundary 
for the townships of Chatburn and IDownham. Running 
straight into 1)owiiham Park it reveals itself quite plainly 
to the observant eye, taking an uphill course and showing 
its full width of 16 feet, grass-grown, and slightly raised 
above the level of the neighbouring ground. 

In about 300 yards after entering the park the road 
negotiates the north slope of a knoll, and can be well seen 
dnhl)allkecl on its left edge, its right lying in a slight scarp-
ing of the knoll. Here occurs a bend in the road of 45 
degrees towards the right, and which I have ventured to 
name the Pendle Hill Bend, because it is obviously 
designed to avoid that formidable obstacle. A straight 
line from Hacking Hall to Skipton Moor passes right over 
Uìe summit of Peiidle Hill. The road in I)ownhamn Park 
appears never to have been disturbed, and it is well 
worth a visit ; permission must first be obtained however 
from the owner, R. C. Assheton, Esq., J.P., of Downham 
Hall. It can -well be followed through the park, gradu-
ally getting nearer the Do\vnham Road onits left, it runs 
alongside the park plantation adjoining the highway, being 
here slightly embanked on its right side. It enters the 

1 
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plantations further on, but can be seen easily, where these 
terminate shortly before arriving at the entrance gates 
to the park. It now shows as an elevated ridge of 18 
inches or 2 feet in height close to the highway, having 
about six large old thorn trees and a fine sycamore tree 
growing on it. Leaving the park it crosses the Downhanì 
highway at its junction with the road to Rimington, 
and enters a cartwright's yard.* Just here a hill ridge 
commences, and along it the Roman Road takes its course 
to the north-east, north of the little village of Downham. 
In the field beyond the cartwright's yard it is embanked 
on its northern edge, and is quite plainly to be seen until 
it enters Croft Wood Plantation. The rank undergrowth 
in this plantation prevented me from tracing its course 
through this coppice. Where the road emerges from the 
plantation it is easily found again, for it is slightly elevated 
above the surrounding ground, and follows the ridge of 
the hill. I traced it for a considerable distance—em-
banked on both sides, and sixteen feet wide—along the 
summit until I came to some broken ground where 
quarrying operations have, been carried on. Here the 
road has quite disappeared for a short distance. The hill 
ridge curves gently to the right, and a little further, in 
Hall Royds Wood, near its southern boundary, the road 
again appears as a ridge running alongside the fence 
which stands on a similar ridge. 
The ground now is on the decline, and the hill ridge 

curves to the left, the road still keeping to the summit, 
being considerably enìbanked on the north side where it 
skirts the southern boundary of Lillands Wood. It now 
approaches Hey House which is actually built on the 
road. From Hall Royds Wood to Hey House the road 
assumes the shape of an elongated S. Beyond Hey 
House the road takes a straight line formed of a ridge and 
hollow—tall trees marking its direction—down hill to a 
fence wall bordering some fiat holnie land.- Just where 

* 'I'Iie " great stone" marked on the first edition of the 6-inch ordnance map is 
a glacial boulder, over which the park wall is built ; it is situated quite close to the 
park gates, and is but a few yards from the Roman Road. 
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the wall crosses the road it shows a decided ramp. About 
a hundred yards further, and on the north side of a 
watering-place for cattle, all traces of the road disappear 
the ground is low lying, and quite near the ings Beck, 
which is here the boundary between Lancashire and York-
shire. The road for a distance of 250 yards to where it 
crosses the beck may yet exist below the surface of the 
rich alluvium or the materials may have been carted 
away in the course of farming operations. 

Tugs Beck at the time of my visit was in flood, heavy 
rains having fallen an hour before, otherwise I could have 
stepped across on the boulders. There was no bridge at 
hand, and I was compelled to ford the stream which was 
knee-deep. 
On the Yorkshire side of the Ings Beck the remains of 

our road are seen to be bold and striking, as the line of 
it takes a slight turn towards the north to avoid some steep 
ground a little way ahead. A ridge about three or four 
feet high commences at the beck and continues for about 
twenty yards over rough alluvial old-wooded land, having 
a few thorn-trees growing on it. At the end of this 
ridge nearest the beck I am of the opinion that a little 
excavation would reveal the abutment of a bridge. From 
the other end of the ridge forward the road appears as a 
110110w way up the rising ground, and continues thence to 
the top of the bank into the open field. Several old 
thorn-trees grow in the hollow track, and an ash marks 
the termination of it in the field. The road now bends 
back to the right, and can plainly be seen embanked 
along its northern edge, and having an even surface 
16 ft. in width, passing up the field to an old fence 
where its remains are much less plainly visible. At 
the next fence I lost traces of it, and here I may say 
that from Chatburiì Beck to this point the remains of 
this great Roman highway are well worthy of a visit. 
It is not difficult of access, for a little beyond the point 
we have reached is Stubbs Wood Farm-house, which is 
but three-quarters of a mile distant from Riinington 
Station. 

1 
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For the next mile and a-half of the road as it; passes 
south of Newby to Howgill, all traces appear to have 
been obliterated by cultivation, excepting perhaps a short 
straight length of Windhill Lane, near Windhill Laithe. 
A hump or ramp, too, is visible in Stopper Lane, about 
a hundred yards south of Howcroft Cottages, and another 
ramp exists in Newby Lane, about seventy-five yards 
north of Salem Chapel situated at the corner of Long 
Lover Lane. These two ramps are quite in the straight 
line drawn from Windhill Laithe to Howgill Bridge. 
Neither the remainder of Windhill Lane nor Long Lover 
Lane from Salem Chapel to Howgill can lay claim to be 
parts of the Roman Road in my consideration. This 
decision was arrived at after two careful surveys of the 
district,* and a close search of the fields for traces of the 
road, revealed only what has just been set down. 

Howgill Lane crosses the confluence of the Howgill 
Beck and Crag Clough by a bridge likely enough at the 
very place selected by the Romans for their ford or bridge. 
For the next six hundred and fifty yards eastward this 
lane is no doubt on the line of the road, The ground 
here rises steeply. Remains of the road begin to appear 
at this length, diverging gently away on the left and 
separating gradually from the lane as the latter bears 
away to the right. The remains appear as a ridge, and 
a pack-horse hollow running parallel. At three hundred 
yards distance our road crosses the Gisburn and Coliie 
Road, and a hollow way continues the straight hue of 
it uphill for another three hundred yards through rough 
uncultivated land to some rich meadow where it is once 
more lost. The straight line of the road continued coin-
cides with a fence on the south side of a croft in front of 
Great Todber Farm-house, and I followed this line further 
into the last field up to Coal Pit Lane, which is the old 
road between Gisburii and Come. In the western corner 
of this field, recessed from the adjoining field, about fifty 
yards of the road—grass-grown—exists undisturbed. 

* 19th August and 11th September. 1912. 
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Some seventy yards beyond, the line crosses Coal Pit 
Lane, and is marked on the further side of that 01(1 high-
way by a gate ; this gate-way is on the Roman Road, 
which is distinctly raised above the surrounding ground. 
There is a fence to the left. The farmers have utilised a 
short portion of our road as a cart-road, which, however, 
soon branches away to the right to Coverdale Farm-house. 

Shortly the ridge of the road changes to a hollow road 
as it slopes downhill to the crossing of the Coverciale 
Beck, on the east side of which the remains of the road 
are at a high level above the beck, which indicates 
that here a bridge spanned the beck. Beyond this, 
the road has a fence oil its right, and quite recently 
part of the road material has been dug up and carted 
away, the newly-bared surface being quite fresh ; loose 
stones were lying about, aiid the farmer's hay-spreading 
machine was resting on it. A good section of the 
road was plainly visible. It was made up of large and 
small stones, the larger, of course, being the lower layer, 
the smaller being scattered over them, filling up inequali-
ties, though in some cases the larger ones extended from 
the original soil to the surface of the road. The destroyed 
portion from the beck forwards was about forty yards in 
length. Further forward a length of about one hundred 
yards is very distinct, and passing through a wicket 
gate oil the road into the next field the ridge of the 
road stops suddenly at a hollow, and here another 
good section of it is exposed ; the ballasted road 
surface is plainly seen on the top, with larger stones 
underneath as a fbundation on a ridge of looser 
material This break in the continuity of the road 
is about seventy yards in length, and then the ridge 
appears on rising ground prominent once more, grass-

grown, fenced on its north side, and embanked on its 
south side, the ground rising on its left.* We can now 
trace it down hill to a small stream which has to be 
forded, and a few yards further, on the eastern bank of 

* A stone near here, to which my attention was drawn by Mr. John Sunderland, 
of Nelson, appeared to be the top part of a Roman milestone. 
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the rivulet, a flue section of the road is exposed where 
the ridge re-commences after crossing the beck. The 
ballast boulders, blackened by exposure, can be seen pro-
jecting where the ridge was last disturbed by some 
sudden storm-rush of water overflowing the beck and 
washing away the handiwork of the old imperial race. 
The road now continues in grand perfection up rising 

ground through rough moorland pasture for a distance of 
about 200 yards where it is joined on the right, at the 
top of the hill, by the cart-road from Coverdale Farm, it 
then passes through the next field on the level, unfenced 
and still intact for a distance of 170 yards. From the 
crossing of the last stream to this point it is about 12'to 
18 inches above the ground. Here it is 16 feet wide 
with traces of a ditch on each side. The last half mile of 
the road from Coal Pit Lane is a fine piece of Roman 
road and deserves inspection by all who are interested in 
the subject. The exposed sections are well worth seeing 
and it is to be hoped that the whole of it will be pro-
tected from any further destruction and will be scheduled 
under the "Ancient Monuments Protection Acts," for 
preservation. The place is two miles S.E. of Gisburn 
and two miles W. of Barnoldswick railway stations re-
spectively. 
To the north of the road, and opposite Coverdale Farm, 

are two rectangular camps which I am inclined to believe 
are Roman, until they have been excavated and proved to 
be otherwise. One is a quarter of a mile from the road and 
is on the top of Primrose Hill near Hesketh Farm, it is 
13 yards by 12, has rounded corners, traces of an outside 
ditch, and the rampart is raised about two feet. The 
corners are in the direction of the cardinal points. It 
may have been an exploratory post. The other is 1000 
yards from the road and about 200 yards from Coal Pit 
Lane, it has a southern aspect, is about 76 yards square, 
and has rounded corners, traces of a ditch all round, 
and the ramparts raised from two to three feet. The 
corners are directed to the cardinal points and openings 
for gateways appear in the middle of the N.W. and S.E. 
sides. 
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The site of the Roman road from the point last des-
cribed is occupied by a th,rmer's road for a distance of 
TOO yards down-hill to the crossing of a brook by a ford 
at Brogden House, and actual traces of the road were 
not discernable.* 

For a distance of five miles from hence the Roman 
road coincides more or less with a lane or a highway or 
a disused lane as fai as the Roman fort at Elsiack, in 
some places they are side by side, in some superimposed 
and in others the modern road bends away a little circuit-
ously southwards to ease the gradient, but soon returns 
akngside again. 

After leaving Brogden House the road appears in the 
second field on the N. side of Brogden Lane, close to the 
fence, its northern edge is distinctly seen standing up 
higher than the field, and the road surface, grass-grown, 
shows as a platform. This continues up the hill and 
passes through the front garden of Horrax House. 
Presently we come to Ray Gill Brow, where the lane is 
now being lowered about TO feet by the District authority 
to improve a steep descent to Ray Gill, and where it 
crosses the Gill it is being raised also about 10 feet. The 
excavation did not expose the structure of the Roman 
road which lies on the N. side. When the sides of the 
excavation are sloped back into the fields, which had not 
been (lone when I was there, the road may be exposed 
partly. The lane rises steeply E. of the Gill and the 
Roman road is again seen in the first two fields as a 
platform on the N. side of the lane. From opposite Lidget 
Flat Farm, Brogden Lane occupies the site of the road 
for a half a mile as far as Lane End, where it crosses the 
highway leading from Barnoldswick to Gisburn. 

After leaving Lane End we soon pass a barn on the 
left, and adjoining the eastern gable is a ramp which 
appears to be the road. The straight hue of the road is 
on the N. side of the lane, now named Old Lane, it passes 
over Banks Hill and descends towards the Stock Beck. 

The Road from Coverdale Beck to Brogden House was re-visited 3rd July, 1913. 

( 

1 
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I found no further traces of the road until after the beck 
is crossed, unless a short length of the lane coincides 
with it near the bottom of the hill before passing the 
sewage works belonging to Barnoldswick. 

About three quarters of a mile N. of the road at Lane 
End and a quarter of a mile E. of the village of Brace-
well is a rectangular camp on Hawber Hill, the sides 
measure 30 yards each, the corners are rounded, the 
ramparts two feet high, and there are traces of a ditch 
all round the outside. The corners are in the direction 
of the cardinal points. About a quarter of a mile N. of' 
the road where it crosses the Stock Beck at Broad Jug 
Bridge is another rectangular camp on Gilbeber Bill, 
nearly three-quarters of a mile from the other, the E. 
and W. sides 24 yards each and the N. and S. sides 25 
yards each, it has an opening on the N. side 14 yards 
from the eastern corner, the corners are rounded, the 
ramparts two feet high, composed, as a bare place showed, 
of the materials excavated from the ditch which can be 
seen faintly round the outside. These camps are similar 
to the one previously described on Primrose Hill, and I 
believe them to be Roman exploratory camps unless proof' 
to the contrary is established. 

In the second field beyond Broad Ing Bridge the plat-
form surface of the road is again visible on the N. side of 
the lane, its northern edge forming a ridge about 12 
inches above the field, the southern edge abutting against 
the lane fence. It continues in the next field in the same 
manner up to where the Old Lane swerves to the right, the 
road keeping the straight line across the field to Greenher 
Field Farm House, where the Old Lane returns to the 
side of it again. The farmer uses the platform of the 
Roman road as a cart-way in preference to the lane. 
The line of the Roman road for a distance of 300 yards 

is now taken up by the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, and 
traces of the road did not appear to me. The highway 
between Barnoldswick and Skipton crosses the canal at 
Greenber Field Bridge, and recrosses at Gill Rock Bridge 
withinthe same distance. The construction of the canal 
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and highway jointly has defaced any remains of the road 
that existed here previously. 

From Gill Rock Bridge to Marton Lane end, rather 
more than a half a mile, the road is utilised as the Skip-
ton highway, for on neither side of it did I find any 
traces of the road. The old church of St. Mary's-le-Gill 
and Gill Hall lie to the right of the road. 
The highway now diverges to the right from the lane 

end and the road continues forward in a field, with a 
fence on the N. side of it as far as New Laithe, a distance 
of 250 yards. Here the ground begins to rise steeply, 
and directly in front, on the hill, stands Thornton 
Church, where the line of the road passes through the 
graveyard on its N. side, and continues forward to the 
Alms Houses, where the ridge then appears, abutting 
east and west of them. Further on, it abuts against the 
back area wall of Church Cottage, and still continuing, 
the ridge follows a line of fence up to the Rectory, past 
the front door of which the road has proceeded to the 
front of the houses in Thornton village, 'which stand back 
from the highway with an unenclosed green between 
them mid the highway. The space between the Rectory 
and the highway is enclosed and made into ornamental 
gardens belonging to the Rectory. The highway, which 
left the line of road at Marton Lane end, winds round on 
the south of both the Church hill and the Rectory hill 
to Thornton village. The village green is about a half a 
mile from Marton Lane end, measured on the line of the 
Roman road. 

The line of the road crosses the highway in a slanting 
direction in the middle of Thornton village, and the 
houses on the right hand side stand back to the same 
straight line, which continuing, leaves the highway and 
coincides with the Old Lane to Elsiack. This lane in 
about 500 yards crosses the Thornton Beck by a wooden 
bridge and so Ear I found no traces of the Roman road in 
the field on the north side where the straight line runs to 
the bridge. The road may have followed the line of the 
Old Lane here, which makes two or three bends to avoid 
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the sloping hill-side rising to the left. Beyond the bridge, 
ridge and hollow take up the line of the Road for about 
a half a mile to near West Field Laithe adjoining the 
Skiptoii to Come Railway. The road hereabouts, I 
believe, is to the left of both ridge and packhorse hollow, 
and in several places the hard surface of it can be felt by 
forcing a stick through the turf, and I believe it could 
easily be laid bare. Near the Laithe, where the turf was 
thinner, a piece of the road surface was pointed out to 
me by the Rev. C. W. Hamilton, Rector of Broughton. 
The track of the Road can be followed for about 300 yards 
beyond the Laithe to where it merges with the Railway 
on the right and does not appear again until we come to 
the Roman Fort at Elslack known as " Burwen Castle," 
which is about 400 yards further, and on the north side 
of the road. 

Mr. W. Thompson Watkin, in concluding his descrip-
tion of this road in Lancashire where it enters Yorkshire, 
says* : "In that county it pursues an east-north-east 
direction till it reaches a Roman Station called 'Burwen 
Castle,' about four miles south-west of Skipton, where 
oine curious remains have been found. The road still 
keeps on to the north-east and would probably throw out 
a branch to the Roman villa at Gargrave, which it passes 
at about three miles distance." Mr. Gilbert Dyer,t of 
Exeter, fixes Richard's "Ad Alpes Peninos" at the fort 
at Elslack, which he styles as "Burrens in Broughton." 
The Roman fort known as Burwen Castle lies in the 

parish of Broughton and was excavated in the summer 
of 1909 by the Romani Antiquities Committee for York-
shire4 which is now amalgamated with the Yorkshire 
Archæological Society. Measured along the line of the 
Roman road it is 191 miles from the fort at Ribchester, 
and 12 miles to the fort at Ilkley. The site was found 
to consist of two rectangular forts—an early one of earth 

* Roman Lancashire, 1883, p 79. 

f Commentary on Richard t Gire'icester and Antoninus's itineraries qf Britain, 
1814, pp. 89-91. 

Yorkshire Arc/æological Journal, 1910, Part 82, Vol. 21. 
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and wood within a later one of stone ; the dimensions 
of the eartherii fort were 380 feet from west to east 
and 374 feet from south to iiorth, area about three 
and a quarter acres. The dimensions of the stone 
fort were 603 feet from west to east and 406 feet from 
south to north, area about five and a half acres. The 
long axis of the stone fort is parallel with the road and 
stands back from it 18 fèet, its direction correctly is 
E.N.E., the same as the road. The width of the road 
without curbs was found to be 16 feet, with a camber of 
6 inches from the north side and 12 inches from the south 
side, the difference being a result of the sloping ground. 
It is but five minutes' walk from Elslack railway station. 
The railway line crosses both forts in a S.W. and N.E. 
direction, cutting through the S.W. angles and the east 
sides. 

After leaving the fort the straight line of the road 
crosses Elslack Beck at the existing ford of the old 
Elslack Lane from Thornton, which is seen passing south 
of the road opposite the fort as a ridge and hollow as 
previously described nearer Thornton. It then passes 
through the front garden of the farmhouse known as 
Johnson's Gate, and thence straight over Weilber Hill, 
the track of it being marked conspicuously by a ridge 
and hollow ; it then crosses Church Lane near the school 
house, and the line is taken up byan old lane known asEller 
Gill Lane, at first fenced on both sides, but soon after-
wards having no fencing, though large old trees stand on 
its route at intervals, as far as Eller Gill, which is crossed 
at about three quarters of a mile fron: the fort. The 
stream of Eller Gill issues from hilly ground directly on 
the south of the road ; on the north side of the road the 
land is fiat, and before it was drained and cultivated was 
no doubt a swamp or tarn. During draining operations 
in 1889 remains of a paved ford were found, so I was 
iiiformed by the Rev. C. W. Hamilton, Rector of 
Broughton, who saw the squared stones taken up. The 
Eller Gill Lane continues on in the same straight line as 
before for about 350 yards, having steep ground to the 
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right. I consider it to be the line of the Roman road, 
and it appears to be the best site between the edge of 
the ancient swamp on the left and the steep ground on 
the right. The beck follows the lane oil its north side 
for 200 yards and theii goes off at right angles across 
the fiat to a culvert under the railway. 
The road now ascends to a farm house called Low 

Ground and its remains are visible as a platform passing 
in front of the house with its north side slightly em-
banked. A fence continues the line of it, still visible, 
to the next field, across which, slightly descending to the 
railway, for a distance of about 150 yards, the road is 
perfect and appears as an elevated platform with a ditch 
on each side of it. We are here one mile from the fort. 
The railway lies in a cutting here for a half a mile and 

occupies the line of the road between rising ground on 
each side. I searched the land on both sides of the rail-
way twice, but found no traces of it. We now come to 
Banner Hill on the right where the road can be traced 
by a hollow on the north side, at the foot of a part of the 
hill cut off by the railway. Here at Banner Hill 
the road makes its nearest approach to the Roman Villa 
at Gargrave, the distance is just two miles, scaled on 
the six inch ordnance map. The villa was discovered by 
the plough a few years prior to 1746, and a fine tessellated 
pavement was then theii unearthed. 
Again the road is obscured, by the railway on an em-

bankment, but it soonì appears on the south side, where 
the footpath between Broughton and Canton intersects 
it. It is visible as a slightly raised and cambered plat-
form 16 feet in width with a ditch on each side, and 
extends for about 150 yards up to Banner Hill Beck when 
it disappears under the railway along with the beck. 
About 150 yards further, and 2 miles from the fort at 
Elsiack, it reappears as a hollow way on the north side of 
the railway near to the wall, just beyond the beck has 
a steep bank showing faint remains of the foundations 

* Rauthmei's Ro,nuin Antiquities of Oerborougle, 1st edition, 1746, 2nd edition. 
1824, p. 16, and Dr. Whitaker's Jii.thnq of (Yraren, 3rd edition, p. 229. 
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of the road as pointed out to me by the Rector of 
Broughton. I found no firther traces of the road 
between here and Skipton; the line crosses the Broughton 
to Canton Lane and the River Aire about three quarters 
of a mile away, and the river may have been forded or 
bridged near the coiifluence of the stream now called 
Busky Beck. Along the south side of Busky Beck is an 
old lane running back into the fields from the Broughton 
and Canton Lane, which may be on or near the site of 
the Roman road. 

Across the wide alluvial flat of the Aire valley extend-
ing about a mile, there are no visible signs of the road, 
all traces of it having been covered up, or swept away, by 
floods or alterations in the position of the river bed. The 
straight line of the road, however, is in a direct line with 
the main highway through Skipton, a mile in length, 
commencing as the Broughton Road, which passing the 
railway station, goes over the canal and along Swadford 
Street, past the bottom of the Market Place, and forward 
through New Market to near the old Grammar School. 
Along or close to this line of highway, the road has un-
doubtedly pursued its course. A half a mile N. of the 
road, on Old Park Hill, there are the remains of an 
exploratory post, similar to those already described. 
From the Pendle Hill Bend at Downham Park to the 

01(1 Grammar School in Skipton, the distance is 14 miles 
in all E.N.E. direction, and the road throughout does not 
vary from the straight hue more than a quarter of a mile, 
notwithstanding the hilly nature of the route through 
the heart of the Craven country with beds of strata 
belonging to the Yoredale and Mountain Limestone series 
underlying the surface. 
The direction of the road now becomes about E.S.E., 

the angle of change in direction being about 45 degrees. 
It continues up Short Bank Lane three quarters of a 
mile oil to the edge of Skipton Moor, where the road 
makes a sickle-shaped bend to get on to the ledge of the 
Peuidle grits which form the lowest beds of that millstone 
grit series over which the road traverses for the next 25 

D 
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miles to Thorner. The road again changes direction, now 
to the east for two and a half miles, not in a straight line, 
but as a bow-shaped curve with the convex side towards 
the north, this allows the road to run on the gently rising 
outcrop of the Pendle grit until it attains to 1000 feet 
above the sea level. From this ledge a grand view is 
obtained of the hollowed out anticlinal of mountain lime-
stone beds froni near Clitheroe to Bolton Abbey. Long-
ridge Fell can be seen 22 miles away to the right of 
Pendle Hill, amid the road from the Pendle Hill Bend to 
Skipton follows the straight line between Longridge Fell 
and Skipton Moor edge, both prominent landmarks all 
the way. The road was formerly used as a coach road 
until the modern turnpike road was made along the 
valley and climbs up on to the moor at a lower point 
to the N.E. It is considerably embanked up in some 
places to form a road platform ; on the north side where 
there is not a sufficient ledge and on both sides where it 
crosses a hollow or slack. Some of this embanking is 
perhaps due to the coaching period but the essential part 
is no doubt Roman. Packhorse tracks can also be seen 
running parallel with the road in some parts. 

For a mile and a half from the bend the road is em-
banked on the left and the first quarter of a mile is much 
worn on the inner side by either packhorses or storm 
water, notwithstanding which, however, a considerable 
and sufficient road platform remains on the left. The 
ground to the right rises steeply on to the summit of 
Skipton Moor, 1200 feet above sea level. The road is 
not on the top of the moor but on a ledge on the northern 
steep slope of it. It soon passes through a plantation 
where the north edge is seen over the wall on the left. A 
half a mile beyond there is a plantation on the right and 
a wide track for the road is walled off, here packhorse 
tracks are to be seen at the foot of the embankment. A 
quarter of a mile further and the road enters Howgill 
plantation, and a footpath, in the middle of the road is 
allowed through by consent of the owners. The road 
here is raised equally about 12 inches on both sides. At 
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the E. end of the plantation a notice board states that 
this Road was closed by order of quarter sessions at 
Pontefract, April, 1821, and is now used by permission as 
a footpath, the stiles and ladders being provided by the 
Skipton Public Authority. The road thence passes south 
of Draughton Pike, crossing a slack called Draughton 
Slade, where it is considerably raised up and forms a 
ridge with a wall to the right. At two miles the road 
crosses the highway from Draughton to Silsden and then 
is very much banked up on the left, passing along the S. 
side of the Edge Plantation about 200 yards N. of 
Draughton Moor High Edge, 1075 feet o.d. At the 
end of the plantation, 975 feet o.d. the road makes a 
bend to the E.S.E. direction again. The easterly direc-
tion of the last two and a half miles of the road is to 
avoid the greater heights of the N.W. end of Ruinbalds 
Moor to the right of the road, and to take advantage of 
the strike of the millstone grit outcrop. 

The road is now in Wharfedale and continues south of 
the river as far as Tadcaster. Ilkley and Otley Chevin 
are seen to he in line forward, the former four and a half 
miles and the latter nine and a half miles distant. For the 
first quarter of a mile from the bend on Draughton Moor 
the road is unfenced and begins to descend towards the 
Roman Fort at Ilkley, which is 280 feet above o.d. Soon 
a small stream is crossed at Walmsley Bridge and the 
road now fenced off oil both sides continues in a straight 
line or nearly so until at one mile from the bend it crosses 
the E. line of circurnvallation of an old enclosure 
including Counter Hill, 950 feet o.d. 

Within this circumvallation are two earthworks, one on 
Silsden Moor near Moorcock Hall, the dimensions of which 
are about 60 yards by 40 yards having a ditch inside 
the rampart, the other is on Addiugham Low Moor 
and is more nearly circular and about 40 yards diameter. 
rf}1 latter has traces of ditches both within and without 
its rampart, or, possibly a ditch is partly within and 
partly without. These earthworks are a half a mile 
apart, the latter being a quarter of a mile and the former 

DD 
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three quarters of a mile S. of the road. The diameter 
of the circumvallation from west to east is nearly one 
mile. There are also two or more barrows within or 'near 
the area. The old coach road opposite Cross Bank now 
bends away from the line of Roman road, towards 
Addingham, and up to this point from the bend on 
Draughton Moor a mile back, the two roads are not 
continuously superimposed, the Roman road being in 
parts on the south side.* For the next half' a mile to 
Addingham Beck, the straight line of the road is oil 
enclosed cultivated land, and all traces of the road have 
been cleared away. It crosses the Addingham and Silsden 
highway before arriving at the beck. 
On a small stream a few yards beyond the Addingham 

Beck is a farm house called "Street House"on the straight 
line of the road. Th ere is a ford at the confluence of 
the two becks a short distance to the north of the line, 
from which an old track on each side can be seen leading 
back to the line of the road. This old track and ford I 
believe to be the Roman way, and it is the most likely 
place in the neighbourhood. 
From Street Rouse a narrow straight valley runs parallel 

with the main valley of the Wharfe and line of road for 
about a mile. The road is on the north side of this valley, 
and is represented by a ridge and fence and an old lane 
known as "The Street." At three quarters of a mile 
along this length another house is passed called "Street." 
Thence through a wood for a quarter of a mile further 
the old track can be followed to where the stream, which 
runs in the parallel valley bends towards the Wharfe and 
is crossed at Lumb Hill Cottage. Throughout the last 
mile from Street House what looks like the road surface 
appears in several places and in the wood the foundation 
boulders of the roa1 loosened by the roots of trees can 
be seen running in a line along the track of the road. 
If a few cross sections were dug at certain places along 
"The Street" and in the wood I feel sure the road 

* Whitaker's History f Manchester, 1773, vol. I., 2nd edition, p. 194. 
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surface would be found. Beyond, the line of road for 
300 yards is taken up by Cocking Lane, then after 
crossing a field, Hall Gill Beck is crossed on the right 
or south side of the present road bridge by a ford 
from which a hollow way is seen going forward into 
the next field. The line then passes by the northern side 
of Reynard Tugs Farm House, after which it crosses 
the railway, during the construction of which the 
road was found on the north side. A half a mile further 
on, the road is shown on the first edition of the six 
inch ordnance map, crossing three fields west of the site 
of Hollin flail toll-bar and a quarter of a mile west of 
Hollin Hall and since obliterated by the plough. Thence 
for a mile and a quarter to the Ilkley Fort no traces of 
the road are visible, the straight line of it, however, could 
formerly be traced before the railway and houses were 
built, passing Hollin Hall and thence by a line of fences 
to the top or south end of Chapel Lane, where a footpath 
continued the line into Green Lane, now "The Grove," 
along which it passed to the top of Brook Street and 
along Station Road for 200 yards to Cow Pasture gate, 
thence along a line of fences and short pieces of road 
direct to Ben Rhydding House. The line here marked out 
is the one I believe the Roman Road has followed through 
Ilkley. The Roman fort at Ilkley is about 170 yards to the 
north of this line, and the Roman Road from Manchester 
to Aldborough, remains of which were found during the 
erection of the Spa Hydro stables, passes "The Spa 

near which they intersected, and by this means a 
connection between our road and Ilkley Fort would be 
established. 

Ilkley fort is rectangular, and was about 120 yards 
square, although the south side has never been accurately 
ascertained ; the sides face the cardinal points, and the 
church stands near the centre towards the south side. 
Inscribed altars, and sepulchral stones, samian ware, 
fibulæ, and coins, have been found, and remains of the 
surrounding stone rampart are still visible at the north-
west angle, and 011 the north and east sides. It is 
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1%1 miles from Elsiack Fort and ii miles to the Adel 
Fort. As soon as opportunity occurs, it is the intention 
of the Roman Antiquities Committee of the Yorkshire 
Archæolog]cal Society to excavate this very important 
site. 
The track of the road is not now visible in the Ben 

Rhydding grounds where it is shown on the ordnance 
map, but a little beyond, on a low crag at the top 
of Boggart Wood, the line of it is taken up by 
a footpath, and soon the platform of the road, 
16 feet in width, is visible for 250 yards through the 
plantation near Wicken Tree Well, north-west of "The 
Mount." In the next field north of "The Mount," for 
about 500 yards it has disappeared, but it can then 
be traced for about 100 yards as a bridle track south 
of Low House. The road at both places could soon be 
bared by excavations. tlalf-a-mile further, where the 
road is marked "supposed" on the ordance map, I could 
find no trace of it. I enquired of the farm manager at 
Scalebor Park, who had been there eight years, and he 
told me he had never seen any remains of the road. 
Since the Scalebor Park estate was acquired as an Asylum, 
the fences have been rearranged, and all traces of the 
road are obliterated up to Burley Moor Lane. The line 
of the road passed close to the south side of Scalebor 
Park Farmhouse. 
From Scalebor Park the line of road proceeds straight 

for a mile and a-half to Gill Mill on the west side of the 
Otley Road, it crosses Burley Moor Lane about 180 yards 
south of Burley Station, and the railway near the 
Burley junction. Menston Lane is crossed on the north 
side of the railway about 350 yards south of its junction 
with the Burley new road, and the latter is traversed 
at the south railway bridge. The Eller Gill and Otley 
new road are crossed at Gill Mill. Throughout this 
length, which is through cultivated land, I have not 
found up to the present, any remains of the road. 

The line now follows a fence and footpath, ascending the 
west termination of the Otley Chevin ridge, and for 180 
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EXCAVATION OF RIDGE OF ROMAN 1OAD 

LOOKING NORTH-EAST, 

In first field from Moor Lane on Guiseley Moor Otley Clieviii. 



IOMAÑ ROADS IÑ ORKSËtPE. 55 

yards from the Otley highway the road has been 
destroyed by quarrying operations, then for about 
70 yards the road is visible and embanked on the 
north side by large blocks of millstone grit rock. 
Thence the line continues through fields south of the 
ridge, and passing to the north of Oaks Farmhouse, it 
crosses the old roads from Otley to Menston and Guiseley 
south of their junction on the west Chevin ridge. York 
Gate Road is crossed east of its junction with the 
Guiseley old road, and a lane one mile from Gill Mill 
leading from Chevin Farm on York Gate Road to Moor 
Farm is crossed 200 yards south of York Gate Road on 
the south slope of Otley Chevin, formerly Guiseley Moor 
but now enclosed. This is the second highest elevation 
attained by the road between Ribchester and York, and 
is 800 feet above sea level, the highest elevation being 
1000 feet on Skipton and Draughton Moors, which are 
visible in the line of the road 10 to 12 miles backwards. 
The direction of the road is 20 degrees south of east 
from Gill Mill and forwards. 
Remains of the road now become faintly visible through 

the unploughed enclosures of Guiseley Moor and a little 
excavatioii would easily lay bare several lengths of it 
for two-thirds of a mile. In the first and second 
fields from the lane last crossed, the ridge of the road 
can be seen slightly raised above the surrounding 
level, and more faintly in the third, fourth and sixth 
fields. The seventh is arable, the eighth is occupied by 
the Wharfedale Smallpox Hospital. A settling tank 
for sewage south of the buildings is excavated on the 
road, and boulders and loose stones from it are utilised 
around the tank. In the tenth field from the lane it 
is again visible as a low ridge, crossing the fence 
and a footpath into the eleventh field at a holly bush; 
it can also be discerned continuing across this field to 
the right-hand corner against Cross Lane. Opposite 
the twelfth field the lane and road coincide to the 
lane end, thence the low ridge of road can be seen 
crossing the corner of the thirteenth field opposite on 
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the right from the end of Cross Lane, and also in the 
next, the fourteenth field beyond up to the fence which 
is the boundary of the G-uiseley township. In the next 
field, which is the first in Canton township, the road 
ridge cannot be discerned, but 50 yards within, there 
is a pillar of gritstone, 2 ft. square, and 5 ft. 6 in. high, 
standing exactly on the line of the road. The weathering 
at the top of it, which is similar to the weathering on 
the top of the Devil's Arrows at Boroughbridge, is a 
sure indication of its ancient character, and my opinion 
is that it is a Roman milestone. There are some marks 
on it which may have been lettering, but they are too 
much weathered to be sure about. It stands 6+ miles 
from Ilkley and 4A miles from Mel. Its position is on 
what was formerly Carlton Moor, adjoining Guiseley 
Moor, both now enclosed (see photograph). Where letter-
ing is preserved on milestones it is generally because the 
stones were found buried in the ground. The two standing 
milestones at Temple Sowerby and at Vindolana show no 
inscription because of their exposure to the weather. A 
roughly-squared milestone of the reign of Philip is 
preserved at Lune Cliffe, near Lancaster. 
Beyond the milestone for more than a mile passing 

south of East Carlton I found no signs of the road. A 
farmer working in a turnip field south of Field Head 
plantation and north-west of Carlton Manor House, in 
answer to my enquiries told me he had not seen any loose 
stones in the field in which he was working, indicating 
the line of the road as pointed out to him by me, and the 
field was not a stony one in any part more than another. 
The next appearance of the road is at the cossing of a 
footpath leading from East Canton to the Bradford and 
Harrogate road, about 110 yards before crossing the 
road. The boulder foundation can be seen in the foot-
path, also in the ditch alongside of it, and part of the 
raised road is seen in the field approaching the intersec-
tion of the footpath. The first field beyond the Harrogate 
road is arable, and barley was growing when I was there, 
so that I was debarred from an inspection of its surface 
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in the second field east of the Harrogate road the low, 
widened ridge can be clearly seen all the way across it, 

and it continues across the low corner of the third field and 
the full width of the fourth field, in which, on the north 
side of the road, is Green Gates Farmhouse. The fence 
wall between the third and fourth fields ramps with the 
ridge of the road, and three large trees on the east side 
of the wall are standing on the ridge. The line, beyond 
the corner of the next field, crosses Green Gates Lane 
at 600 feet above o.d., thence for a half-a-mile it runs 
parallel with the lane 50 yards from it on the north side 
down some rough uncultivated enclosures, the fence walls 
showing a ramp where it crosses. The line crosses the 
Bramhope beck and Green Gates Lane at None-go-bye 
bridge, and continues for a half-a-mile without any traces 
up hill to Derbyshire Lane, 500 feet above o.d., on the 
north slope of Crag Hill, Cookridge. To the north, about 
600 yards on the left side of the road going to Bramhope, 
and opposite Camp House, is the supposed site of a small 
Roman camp unexcavated. The direction of the road for 
13* miles from the Draughton Moor bend to this point 
on Crag Hill at Cookriclge is east-south-east, and it now 
changes to east by south. 
At the far side of the second field, east of Derbyshire 

Lane, a clump of old trees which stands on an undisturbed 
piece of the road at the north-west corner of Wrinkle 
Hill Wood, marks the commencement of the remains of a 
stretch of the road a mile in length. The platform con-
tinues through the wood, and it is in a perfect state, 16 
feel wide, crossing the next field, and is a little less evident 
in crossing the next field again, it then passes through 
the south-west corner of Marshes Plantation where the 
raised platform is seen with trees growing on it, and the 
foundation stones appear at the surface displaced by the 
roots ; the loose stones are especially noticeable at the 
side of the ditch where the road emerges from the plan-
tation, half-way on the south side. It next follows for 
600 yards a fence wall on the south of three fields south 
of Rushes Farmhouse ; nearly a half-a-mile north of 
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Cookridge Hall, the fence wall is on the road along the 
first and second fields, and at the third field the road is 
on the north side of the wall. The fence wall is built of 
the stones of the road, and I saw here in the wall within 
about 20 yards east of the plantation some curious trough-
like stones, which had been used to convey water under 
the road ; similar stones I have seen at both Vindolana 
and Borcovicus, having stone covers and forming covered 
water-courses. At a gate in the second field two very 
large flat stones are to be seen laid flat in the line of road; 
they look like covers for a large culvert, and some of the 
wall-stones are bigger than ordinary wall stones. The 
line of road continues in a straight line through Cook-
ridge Hall Fish Pond Plantation. On the north side 
of the fish pond, parallel with the foot of the embank-
ment, the road stratum has probably sunk in the 
soft ground, and become covered with decayed vegetable 
growth. After leaving the plantation the road platform 
is visible as it follows the north side of a fence wall as 
far as Cocker Hill Farm ; the wall-stones are large and 
have evidently come from the road foundation. At 
Cocker Hill Farm the line continues on the north side of 
the buildings, and after crossing the farm lane the ridge 
is very conspicuous across the hollow of the next two 
fields. The next fields on both sides of the Leeds and 
Otley Road are arable, and all traces have disappeared. 
After passing the Adel Beck the widened-out ridge 
appears to be across the flat, up to the Adel Mill stream. 

Across the next field the line of road is 80 yards north 
of the remains of the Roman fort at Adel. A thorough 
excavation of this site is desirable. A few trenches were 
excavated across the west, east and south ramparts in 
1912, but no additional evidence of importance was 
ascertained. The ditches were proved on three sides. 
The north rampart and ditch were not tested, although a 
depression shows along the line of ditch. The well-defined 
rampart on the east side, four feet high, was found to 
consist of the discarded materials left by those who had 
used the remains as a quarry. Altars, one dedicated to 
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Brigantia, and other Roman sculptured stones have been 
found in quantity, and some are preserved in an old build-
ing in the lane-side near the church. In Thoresby's time 
extensive remains were found on the line of road in the 
arable field across the Eccup Lane, east of the fort, and 
these were no doubt the remains of the civil settlement 
the boundaries of walls, I am informed, still remain, 
covered over in the field. The fort is rectangular, and 
about 90 yards square ; the north and south sides are 
nearly parallel with the direction of the road. It is ii 
miles from Ilkley and 13 11 miles to Tadeaster. 
The next appearance of the road is after crossing the 

fence wall at a thorn tree on the left-hand side at the 
top of the arable field east rf the lane, in the poultry-run 
against the fence, and west of the poultry house and stables 
in King Lane House grounds belonging to Mr. James Carr. 
Here the boulder foundation of the road is seen on the sur-
fhce; several stories have recently been lifted out, leaving 
holes. I asked the gardener to mention to Mr. Carr my 
recommendation that he should in future protect the re-
mainder. These remains of the road were pointed out to me 
by Mr. Carr himself on a previous visit ; he had piled the 
stones which he had taken from the road into a rockery. 
He had also found on his land broken flat tiles which he 
had used for road repairs, now to his regret. In the next 
field to Mr. Carr's to the east, and in Aiwoodley town-
ship, an old fence made up of the stones gathered from 
the road indicat s the line of it. The fence is now much 
destroyed and rounded over with earth, as the fields are 
used as golf links, but the ridge and hollow of the line 
still show the track of the road as far as King Lane 
Farm-house. Crossing King Lane the straight line 
lasses through ploughed land where all traces have dis-
appeared. A straight length of Aiwoodley Lane at 
Mount Farm is on the line, and much of the stone at the 
root of the fence on the north side near Adel Head has 
probably been taken up from the road. At Moss Hall 
the line of road passes behind on the north, and is 
marked on the 6-in, ordnance map, but no remains exist, 
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as the land has been ploughed for a long time. The 
tenant of Moss Hall showed me some large old black-
looking flat stones which were reputed to have come from 
the road. At the top of the next. hill another straight 
length of Aiwoodley Lane runs with the line of the road 
on the left side, and in the last field going down the hill 
to Aiwoodley Gates and west of Grove iJouse. A ridge, 
with four large trees growing on it, and a hollow indicate 
the line of road, 
At Aiwoodley Gates the line crosses the Leeds and 

Rarewood highway, and behind the school-house in a 

garden, and whilst making a croquet lawn for the 
Aiwoodley Golf Club between the entrance gates and 
the club-house, the boulder foundation of the road was 
taken up by Mr. Charles W. Brown, the ground manager 
of the club, as he informed me. He did not know what 
it was at the time, but after my explanation he confessed 
it agreed exactly with what he had unearthed, and which 
had previously puzzled him. I found near the gorse 
bushes on the links, in a sand pit, traces of the founda-
tion stones, in continuation of which the low ridge of the 
road can be seen up to the Manor House lane, where 
there is a change in direction to east by north, and for 
some distance, approaching a bunker near to Wigton 
Moor Wood, the low swelling ridge is faintly visible ; the 
line passes into the wood, where I found no traces, but 
shortly after, where it emerges, the broad low ridge can 
be diseriìed across the golf links up to Wike Lane; here 
the ditch on the west side of the lane has not been cut 
through the road but stops at each side of it, and the 
drainage flows in opposite directions, the road being at 
the summit. Mr. Brown kindly accompanied me over 
the links. Crossing the lane the low wide ridge follows 
the north side of a fence through two fields and continues 
visible on the south of the site of Brandon Tarn, through 
three other fields to where it joins up to Tarn Lane at a 
gateway, and after coinciding with the lane for a short 
distance north of Brandon Hall and Brandon Lodge it 
has crossed over to the south side, and bending round 
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Brandon Lodge Hill at 475 feet above o.d., takes a 
new direction to east by south. The low wide ridge is 
next seen crossing the second arable field to the corner 
adjoining the Wike and Seacroft Lane. The farmer 
told me his father dug up the stones of the road in this 
field; some were large and he carted them off. 
The low wide ridge of the road now becomes con-

spicuous for a mile and a quarter nearly to Scarcroft 
Beck. It crosses the Wike and Seacroft Lane and then 
the orchard on the south side of Jock-o'-Brig's House, 
Black Moor, where it is very plainly visible, and occupied 
by a footpath leading to a gateway; it continues up the 
next field on to the hill-top north of White Hall, where 
it is joined by a public footpath and a fence wall on the 
right hand which continues with it as far as a lane 
leading to Bardsey. It crosses the lane nearly at right 
angles, and continues along the south side of Beacon 
Grove Park, with an iron fence on it and a few trees. 
It then passes in front of a cow byre, and being still 
plainly visible continues on the south side of a close-
boarded fence; from thence it goes along the north edge 
of a small plantation where some of the foundation 
stones can be seen upturned by the roots of the trees on 
the south side of the footpath. Here the ridge has been 
dug into and stables erected on the line. A thorn hedge 
grows on the ridge through two fields up to Scarcroft 
plantation to the left of the footpath. Along the Scar-
croft plantation the fence strikes away to the left from 
the ridge, which continues straight forward with the 
footpath on it to a little beyond a gate in the next cross 
fence. Shortly past the fence the footpath diverges to 
the left, and leaves the ridge continuing on its straight 
plainly-visible course across the field up to the wall of 
the Leeds and Wetherby road at an ash tree. Two ash 
trees close together grow on the ridge further back in the 
held. It also makes a nice cricket pitch on which boyš 
w'ere playing at my last visit. At several points between 
Jock-o'-Brig's House and the Wetherby highway the 



62 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

edge of the road can be found by comparing its harder 
surface with the softer surface of the field.* 
The line crosses the Wetherby highway and passes 

through Scarcroft Grange grounds without any traces for 
about 100 yards to an 'artificial' ruined tower used as an 
observatory at a corner in Grove House grounds; here 
it bends slightly to a more easterly direction straight for 
Bramham Lane end at Thorner. The Roman road, for 
a distance of 500 yards, now appears in perfection; the 
remains are well worth a visit, and should be preserved. 
First through Grove House Park it shows about a foot 
above the ground and 16 feet wide, is grass covered, 
and has large trees growing on it at intervals, then 
passing through Scarcroft Lodge Park in the same 
perfect state it is shortly joined by a public footpath, 
but before coming to the fish-pond on Scarcroft Beck 
the remains are lost. Although I carefully searched the 
fields beyond as far as the railway at Thorner I found 
no traces of the road, the land having been long under 
cultivation. Just over the railway, however, the ridge 
is prominent across some swampy ground near the 
Thorner Beck, and points straight to Bramham Lane 
end a few yards further on. 
Bramham Lane at Thorner passes through a natural 

gap—improved by excavation—in the magnesium lime-
stone escarpment, between Manor House Hill on the 
north and Church Hill on the south, and this is an 
instance where the Roman road-makers took advantage 
of a natural feature in directing their road for an easier 
gradient rather than the more direct route over Manor 
House Hill. The lane no doubt follows the line of road 
in a north-easterly direction for 900 yards, then there is 
a bend to the 'east, and opposite Norwood House turns 
towards the north-east again, the line of the Roman road 
however continues straight forward and enters the fields, 
and soon becomes visible as a low wide ridge. Further 
on, between the lane and Nova Scotia farm-house, the 
ridge is very prominent and plainly to be seen for 80 

SV'J re-visited the joad between Adel and Scarcroft on the 21st and 26th May, 1913. 
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yards, and it is hoped it will be preserved. It is marked 
on the 6-in, ordnance map. The remains dwindle away 
and disappear in the next field. 
The road next crosses Mangrill Lane and enters the 

plantations of Bramham Park where I found no traces 
of it. I then followed the line into the open park, 
and diagonally across to the south side of a broad 
hollow, where the platform of the road is seen approach-
ing a deep glade running south known as Lord Burghley's 
Walk. Here the road becomes a hollow track, and bends 
to the right down the slope, and after crossing the 
bottom of the glade returns up the opposite slope by a 
scarped and embanked track on to the top into the open 
park, and continues in the straight line again. The 
width of the glade is about 70 yards, and the U shaped 
deviation to the south to cross the hollow 40 yards. The 
platform ridge of the road, 16 feet wide, continues past 
the glade for a distance of about 250 yards to a clump 
of six chestnut trees, two of which grow on each side 
of the road and two on the road. In the Autumn of 
1912 I noticed that the two trees on the dry road had 
shed their leaves, whilst the four with their roots in the 
moister ground off the road were still in full leaf. I 
hope these fine remains of the road may for a long 
time be preserved. I followed the straight line to a 
gate on the carriage-drive opening into the plantations 
on the right, and found no further traces on the surface 
nor in the plantations nor in the Open Rakes beyond, 
altogether a distance of one mile. The line leads straight 
to a ford across the Open Rakes Beck, from which a 
hollow way continues the road to a well-defined stretch 
of road platform, 170 yards in length, on the south side 
of a hedge fence up to the Great North Road, opposite 
Spoil Farm-house, between Brainham Moor Cross Roads 
and Bramnham. There are no traces in the field across 
the highway up to the Spen Farm-house, but directly 
on the east side of the farm-house bold remains of the 
ridge appear for about 100 yards running diagonally 
through the croft and the orchard, and less conspicuously 
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for a distance in the field beyond, until they disappear as 
a result of much ploughing. The reìiìains are marked 
on the 6-in, ordnance map, and are on a high part of 
Bramham Moor overlooking both directions of the road. 
It is the site of the Battle of Bramham Moor, February, 
1408. A half-a-mile further on, in line with the ridge 
and across three fields, the road at last joins the Great 
Ridge Road at a point 200 feet above o.d., about 350 
yards north-east of the entrance-gates to Haziewood 
Park, and * miles south-west of Tadcaster. The 
remains of this road which occur between Brandon on 
Black Moor to Scarcroft Beck, at Nova Scotia Farm, in 
Bramham Park, and Spen Farm Hill, may easily be 
visited from either Tadcaster or Thorner railway 
stations. 

I 

TABLE OP DISTANCES. 

From Ribchester From York 
Miles Miles. 

Ribchester ... - 66 
Opposite Clitheroe ... ... ... fl 58+ 
Pendle Hill Bend in Downham Park ... 10 56 
ings Beck, boundary of Yorkshire and 

Lancashire 11* .511 

Howgill ... ... 131 521 
Coal Pit Lane, Coverdale 14* 51+ 
Lane End, Barnoldswick 164 494 
Thornton Church ... 18* 47* 

3 461 Elslack Fort ... 19* 
Skipton Market Place 23 42* 
Draughton Moor Bend 274 ... 384 
Street House ... 29 37 
Ilkley Fort ... 32+ 
Otley (Jhevin Farm Lane crossing 37 28* 
Milestone on Carlton Moor ... 381 271 
Cookridge Bend, Derbyshire Lane 4 1 24* 
Adel Fort ... ... ,.. 22* 
Alvoodley Gates, Harewood Road . 454 201 
Brandon Lodge Hill Bead ... 474 181 
Wetherby Road, at Scarcroft 484 174 
Scarcroft Beck Fish Pond ... 49 17 
Thorner, at Braiham Lane End ... 49 16+ 
Nova Scotia Farm Road ... ... 50* 15* 
Lord Burghley's Walk in Bramham Park 514 144 
Spen Farm-house ridge ... ... 53J 12* 
Junction with the Great Ridge Road at 

Hazelwood Park ... ... 53 12+ 
Tadcaster ... 57 9 
York ... 66 - 



BRADFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL BEFORE 

THE CHARTER OF CHARLES II. 

BY 

\V(LLIAM OLARIDGE, M.A. 

Ifl R. Arthur Francis Leach, the learned and pains-
taking author of Early Yorkshire Schools, defines 
an "ancient" school as one which had existence, 

whether continuous or not, before the Reformation, or 
before the Dissolution of the Colleges and Chantries in 
the second year of Edward VI. (1548). Such a definition, 
he says, not only includes the schools at York, Sedbergh, 
Pocklington, Hull and Rotherham, but "such reputedly 
late foundations as Bradford and Beverley, and probably 
Leeds." 

Mr. Leach very justly remarks that those who seek to 
work out the history of any of our famous schools, 
when once they examine the real evidence, instead of 
relying on hearsay and tradition, frequently find them-
selves carried further and further back into the past. 
The task of research seems endless. In the case of 
Bradford, the present writer when first, in 1882, he 
turned his attention to the subject wrote, "It was when 
John Bunyan lay a prisoner in Bedford Jail and was 
penning his immortal Pilgrim's Progress, when Milton 
was on the point of writing his Paradise Lost, when 
Dryden was approaching the zenith of his power, 
that our Grammar School was founded by the gay 
monarch, Charles II." In the first number of the 
Braclforclian (New Series), December 16th, 1878, the 
Editor, without hesitation, had stated that the Bradford 
Grammar School was founded in the reign of Charles II. 

E 
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The seal of the school also tends to perpetuate the same 
blunder. There was no excuse for the Editor of 1878, 
nor for the writer in 1882, to make such statements. 
They were due to lack of research. John James, the 
historian of Bradford, had long before proved the 
falsity of this tradition. 

Thousands of people in Bradford make the same 
mistake to-day, and the recent demonstration (1912) has 
tended to confirm the belief. Not only is the legend 
false, but it is a proved fact that Mr. Leach was right 
in saying that Bradford is an "ancient school," and 
dates back far beyond the time of Charles II. 

Similarly a widely spread and much cherished belief 
prevails that "for close on eleven hundred years, from 
598 to 1670, all educational institutions were under 
exclusively ecclesiastical control." There is as little 
foundation for this statement as there is in the claim 
that Charles II. founded our Grammar School. More 
than a score of documents, bearing dates from 1552 to 
1661 and relating to the Grammar School, have been 
unearthed within the last few years, and afford evidence 
on both points. Some are very rich in details, and all 
have some reference to the Grammar School, its proper-
ties, its history or its constitution. 
The earliest document yet found is dated May 20th, 

1552, and appears to be the report of an enquiry that 
had been held as to the right of the Crown to the 
possession of certain lands in Bradford, under the provi-
sions of the Chantries Act of 1547. The lands in 
dispute consisted of one messuage and one 'rode' of 
land in the tenure of Robert Sowden, one Close called 
Milneholme containing one acre in the tenure of 
Jeremiah Kaye, one Messuage and half an acre lying 
in Mylnesclyffe in the tenure of Amos or Amer Grave, 
one acre of land lying in Milneholme in the tenure of 
William Rawson, one Bakehouse yard in the tenure of 
Christopher Banke, one yearly rent of 6d. from certain 
lands in Manningham and paid by John Northorpe, and 
one yearly rent of 2s. paid by Thomas Woode. A similar 
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enquiry was held at Ripon in the same year, and in the 
case of Ripon full details are known. The witnesses at 
Ripon were Richard Arthington, Squier, aged fifty-four, 
Nenean Staveley, gentleman, aged forty, Richard Batty, 
gentleman, aged seventy, William Dykson, butcher, aged 
eighty, and John Smith, Shereman, aged ninety. They 
swore that a school had long been kept and maintained 
in the town of Ripon, and that lands and tenements 
had been given to its use by the inhabitants and 
parishioners. They also swore that the schoolmaster 
was always elected and chosen by the inhabitants and 
parishioners of Ripon. Some of the witnesses said that 
the writings and " compossicion " were in the hands of 
Sir Christopher Wade, Knight, and other "men of 
worship" in the Parish. Asa result of the enquiry, Ripon 
obtained its Charter in 1555, and Richard Arthington 
became one of its first Governors. Unfortunately the 
details of the evidence taken at Bradford are not forth-
coming, but doubtless the same procedure was followed. 
One of the witnesses, at any rate, was Robert Sowden, 
the occupier of some of the Grammar School property. 
Probably others of the oldest and most reliable inhabi-
tants were called as witnesses, for the evidence was 
sufficient to satisfy the Commissioners (who were 
probably Sir Walter Mildmay and Robert Keiway) that 
the lands had anciently belonged to the people of Brad-
ford. The Decree runs :-

it it appears to the Chancellor and Council that it was certified 
by the Commissioners appointed to enquire for Ohantries and such 
other like things, that the said messuage, etc., were given towards 
the living and sustentation of a Schoolmaster teaching Grammar 
within the said town of Bradford, and the King's Majesty is not 
entitled thereto by any Article or branch contained in the Statute 
of Chantries. IT IS ORDERED AND DECREED that the said 
parishioners of Bradford shall enjoy and have the said lands to 
the use aforesaid without any further incumbrance or trouble 
until such time as better matter be shewed in this Court to entitle 
the King's Majesty thereunto." 

The original document of this decree of the 20th of 
May, 1552, has not yet been traced, although three very 

EE 

I 
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imperfect copies are preserved. They are all signed 
"Gaydon "—the same name which occurs at the foot of 
the Ripon decree. All three copies agree as to the 
introduction and the ending of the decree itself. The 
introduction runs thus, in Latin: 

"We have inspected the tenor of a certain decree, or record, 
in the chamber (camera) of our Duchy of Lancaster at Westmin-
ster, among the remaining records of the same Duchy, and being 
in these words" 

Then follows the decree quoted above. The concluding 
words are: 

"We, therefore, by the tenor of the decree, or record afore-
said, at the instance of the aforesaid Robert Sowden, have caused 
to be copied these presents, in witness whereof we have issued 
these our letters patent. Given at our Palace of Westminster on 
the 20th day of May in the sixth year of our reign." 

At the foot of the copies appear the words, "Duchy 
seal of red wax, much broken," showing that the enquiry 
was held in the Duchy Court of Lancaster, and the seal 
of the Court was attached to the decree. 
The next document is an indenture dated 

"the third day of April in the fifte yeare of the Reign of our 
Soveraigne Lady Elizabeth (1563), by ye Grace of God, Queen of 
England, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Betwix the 
ryght Worshipful Sir John Tempest, Knight, of Bolling, in the 
county of York, William Gacson of Gaythorpe, Nicholas Tempest 
of Brayswell, and John Lacy of Leventhorpe, Esquieres, Tristram 
Bollynge, Robert Bollynge, John Lyster, Thomas Lockay, John 
Felde, John Rodley, Nychollas Tonge, Thomas Hodgeson, James 
yllingworth, John Mygelay, Ric Haylye, Henry Ayckroid, 
Roberte Grower, Ric Lillye, John Rawson, Thomas Bower, 
Roberte Ward, Thomas Burnelay, John Wylkynson et Willm 
Horton of 'ye one partie' for themselves and in ye name and by 
ye holle assentes and consentes of all ye inhabitants and parishion-
ers of ye parish of Bradford, as Feoffees of the Grammar School 
property, lease to A mere Grayve and Margareite his wife of 'the 
other partie' a tenement consisting of a certain Messuage and all 
lands meadows and pastures thereto belonging, and also one Close 
in the Mylne Ilolme within the township of Bradford, of old time 
to ye said tenement belonging, on a lease of twenty one years at a 
rent of thirty seven shillings and four pence, the said rent to be 
paid ' to such scole maister or scole maisters as shall by the. 
assente of the said Feoffees be appointed from tyme to tyme to 
kepe ye free scole within ye towne of Bradforth, and there 
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teache and brynge up Scoleres in vertue and learning according 
to one compossyssyon concerning ye said free Scole made by ye 
said parishioners.'" 

It will be noticed that a reference to a similar "corn-
possicion" was made at the Ripon enquiry in 1552, and 
that 24 names are recorded as representing the parishion-
ers of Bradford, afterwards called "Feoffees." 
The third and fourth documents are dated 26th July, 

1593, and 15th August, 1593, respectively, and are of 
exceptional interest from several points of view. They 
both relate to the same property which is thus described: 

1. Two Messuages or Tenements with appurtenances in Brad-
ford now in the tenure of Thomas Bolland and James Smythe; 

2. One croft, one toft and one garden to the said two 
messuages or tenements adjoining; 

3. 5 acres of land and 2 acres of meadow, situate in a place 
called Mylnecliffe; 
4 16 pence yearly rent going out of the lands and tenements 

lately held by Robert Walker and now by Wm. Walker "thelder." 
5. The houses, buildings, land, tenements and hereditaments 

to the said inessuages belonging with all their appurtenances in 
Bradford. 

The first indenture is between John Lacye of Leven-
thorp, Esquier, of the "one part," and John Lacye of 
Bradford and Richard Thornton of Tyersall, gentlemen, 
of the "other part." The first John Lacye, the Esquier 
of Leventhorp, was one of the Feoffees of the Grammar 
School property, and in order to convey the above lands 
and tenements to the Feoffees, he first of all, in the earlier 
indenture, conveys them to his namesake, John Lacye 
of Bradford, and Richard Thornton of Tyersall, gentle-
men, to the intent that they, in turn, shall convey them 
tô the Feoffees of the Grammar School land. 
The first document conveys the property 

"specially to the intente and purpose that John Lacie of 
Bradford and Richard Thornton of Tyersall shall assign and con-
vey all the messuages, lands and tenements mentioned unto 
Robert Tempest of Bracewell, in the County. of York, Esquier, 
to Richard Tempest, son and heir apparent of the said Robert, to 
John Lacye of Leventhorp, and their heirs, to the intent that 
the rents, issues and profits of the said Niessuages, lands and 
tenements may be employed for the maintenance of one Grammar 
School in Bradford." 
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Whatever may have been the reason or motive, John 
Lacye of Leventhorp, appoints as his lawful attorneys 
"his well beloved in Christ, Christopher Taylor, Viccar 
of Bradforde, Clark, and John Midgley, of Headley, 
yeoman, with full power to act in his stede and name." 
This extraordinary document is signed "John Lacye." 
A memorandum is attached to the effect that on the 
15th August, 1593, John Lacye of Bradford did assent 
in the presence of Robert Ryshworth and of John Lacye's 
agent, Christopher Taylor, and of Jos. Brighouse, "teste 
me, Wilimo ffenay." 

There is a further memorandum that the deed was 
sealed by John Lacye of Leventhorpe and delivered to 
Robert Waterhouse of York to the use of John Lacye 
of Bradford and Richard Thornton of Tyersall, and also 
delivered by him as his deed to Christopher Taylor and 
John Midgley the attorneys, in the presence of Robert 
Cranyer, Edmund Kaye, Edward Hodgeson, William 
ffenay, Thomas Waishe, "teste me, Roberto Hemingway. " 

There are fragments of a further memorandum in 
Latin referring to the above-mentioned tenements and 
introducing the phrase Silbrigge holme. 
To the lay mind this indenture is very curious; the 

second is no less interesting. It is between John Lacye 
of Bradford and Richard Thornton of Tyersall, gentle-
men, of the "one part," and Robert Tempest of Brace-
well, Esquier, Richard Tempest, son and heir apparent 
of Robert, John Lacye of Leventhorp, Esquier William, 
Rookes of Roodes Hall, Robte Waterhous of Parkehouse, 
Richarde Sheffeld of Wilsden, William Rawson of Ship-
ley in the saide Countye, Gent, Roberte Craven of 
Frysinghall, Thomas Hodgson of Bowilinge, Thomas 
Taylor of Bradford, Thomas Sharpp of Horton, Tristram 
Bowilinge of Chellowe, William Midgeley of Headely, 
John Midgeley of Clayton, Richarde Baylie of Allerton, 
William Allerton of the same, John Clayton of Crosley 
Hall, Jessey Brighouse of Bradforde, Edwarde ffournes 
of Thornton, Edwarde Bower of Bradforde, Thomas 
Ledgiarde of the same, Willm Burnley of Ecciesill, 
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Thomas Lister of Manynghm, John Northende of the 
same, and John Illingworthe of Allerton, Yeomen, of 
the "other part," 24 names in all. 
The recitals run that John Lacye of Bradford and 

Richard Thornton 
"according to such trust and confidence as is reposed in them by 
John Lacye of Leventhorpe do grant, infeoffe and confirm, to the 
above mentioned Feoffees all the property already referred to, 
'to the intente and purpose that the said Feoffees shall stand and 
be seized in the above property,' and that all the rents and profits 
of the property shall 'yearlye, from tyme to tyme, att all tymes 
from henceforthe, be bestowed and employed to the use and be-
houffe and for the mayntenance of one Scholemaster from tyme 
to tyme teachinge grammar within the Towne of Bradforde 
aforesaide and instructinge Schollers theire.' 

' Furthermore it is the full intente and meaninge of all the 
foresaide parties to these presents that when all the forenamyde 
Feoffees, saveinge foure of them, are deade, that then the saide 
foure Feoffees so survivinge shall assure and conveye the saide 
Messuages or Tenements and all and singular other the foresaide 
premisses with appurtenances and every parte thereof to twentye 
other of the cheife and moste substanciall parishioners of the 
Towne and parish of Bradforde aforesaide and to theire heires 
to the use intents and purposes before in thies presents mencyoned, 
And so, from tyme to tyme, a like ffeoffment of newe to be made 
when but onelye foure of the aforesaide other parishoners, beinge 
Feoffees, shalbe then lyveinge." 

On the back is a note: 
"This indenture was sealed and delivered and 'seazyn'in one 

close called Silbriggholme, parcel of the premises, in the name of 
the whole, by the said John Lacye and Richard Thornton, given 
to the said Tho. Slater, Tho. Tayler and Jos. Brighouse, three of 
the said Feoffees for themselves and the rest of the Feoffees in 
the presence of Christopher I%farther, Willm Currer, Tho. Lacey 
and Samuel 'I'ayler." 

Here we have the first date of a specific endowment 
of the school, 15th August, 1593. The school was 
possessed of other property long before this date, but 
until further research is made, August 15th stands as 
the first definite Founder's Day. 
The fifth document is an indenture dated the first 

Maym the forty-third year of Queen Elizabeth, 1601, 
and is between the Feoffees, 
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"Robert Tempest, Esquier, Richard Tempest, his son and heir, 
John Lacie of Leventhorp, Esq, William Rooks of Roids Hall, 
Robert Waterhouse of Park House, Richard Sheffield of Wilsden, 
Tristram Boiling of Ohellow, gent., \Villm. Walker rh'elder, 
Thomas Taylor, Robert Craven of Frysing hail, younger, Thomas 
Sharp of Horton, John Midgley of Clayton, Richard Bayly of 
Allerton, John Illingworth of Allerton, John Northend of 
Manyngham, Willm. Burneley of Eccleshill, and Edward ifournes 
of Thorneton, yeomen, of the I one part,' who for themselves and 
with the consent of the rest of the inhabitants and parishioners 
of Bradford, do let to Richard Pollard of Bradford, of the 'other 
part,' a certain close of land and pasture called the Ladye Close, 
on a twentie one years' lease, at a rent of forty six shillings and 
eight pence, the rent to be paid 'to and for the use of the Schole 
Maister for the time being teaching the free Grammer Schole in 
the town of Bradford.'" 

One of the witnesses to the signature is Wilim. Efaisteade, 
of whom more hereafter, and another is Caleb Kempe, 
Clark, the Vicar. 

The sixth document is an indenture dated May 20th 
in the same year, and is introduced by an ornamental 
initial letter T, crossed by scrolls containing the words 
CJ Dno. Confido, Anno Dni. 1601." It is between 
James Pollard of Bradford, mercer, and Nicholas Pollard, 
his eldest son, of the "one part," and the same seventeen 
men—except that Thomas Ledgerd replaces Richard 
Sheffield of Wilsden,—of the "other part," who are 
described as Feoffees of the lands belonging to the Free 
Grammar School of Bradford. The indenture sets forth 
that 

"James Pollard and his son Nicholas are, and have been for 
divers and verie many years, possessed of a certain Messuage or 
Tenement, with the edifices and buildings thereof and other lands 
and tenements thereunto belonging, by virtue of a lease made by 
the Feoffees of the said School's lands, at a rent of forty six 
shillings and eight pence." 

The indenture then goes on to make very interesting 
recitals 

"And whereas it was ordered at Ealande" (presumably Elland) 
the 16th day of April last past (1601), before Mr. Baron Savile 

and other of Her Majesty's Commissioners there, by virtue of the 
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Statute late made and provided concerning the iight use of lands 
and tenements heretofore given and granted to Godly and 
Charitable uses that the said James Pollard and his assigns, in 
consideration of the confirmation of the said lease. shall pay, over 
and above the said rent of forty six shillings and eight pence, six 
shillings and eight pence more rent of lawful English money, to 
be paid over to and for the use of the Schoole Master of the said 
School of Bradford for the time being, as by the said order 
appeareth." 

The rest of the indenture consists of an undertaking by 
James Pollard to conform to the order. 

So far further particulars have not been unearthed as 
to this important inquisition at " Ea.lande," but it was 
apparently known to Mr. John James, the historian of 
Bradford, who in his continuation and Additions to the 
History of Bradford, 1866, declared that the estates 
described in the inquisition at Elland correspond with 
those set out at a subsequent inquisition in 1655, and 
printed on page 238 of the History of Bradford. He 
states that it was found by the inquisition that the 
proceeds of these estates had, in 1601, been employed to 
the use of a schoolmaster teaching grammar in the town 
of Bradford "time whereof the memory of man was not 
to the contrary," a phrase which has been interpreted 
as referring back to the reign of Richard II. 
The next document is dated 6th June, 1610, and is an 

indenture of a twenty-one years' lease between the 
Feoffees on the "one part," and Paule Exley of Windhill, 
Joyner, of the "other part." The Feoffees are described as 

"Sir Richard Tempest, Knight, John Lacye Esq., William 
Rookes, Robert Waterhouse, Tristram Bollinge Gent., Robte 
Craven, Richard Bay lie, John Midgley of Clayton, John Tiling-
worth, William Walker, Thomas Tayler and Edward Fournesse." 

The subject of the lease is described as 
"a Messuage, house or tenement with Thappurtences now in 

the occupation of Isabeil Exley, mother of Paule and Thomas 
Exley, his brother. Also one barne and one garden and one 
backsyde thereunto belonging, and also one toft of land adjoining 
the said messuage; which said premises do belong unto the said 
free School of Bradford, the rent to be paid 'to th'use of the 
Schoolemaister of the said Free Schoole for the tyme beinge,' 
the annual rent being 30/- of lawful English money." 
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At this point it may be well to take a survey of the 
evidence. In 1552 an enquiry before the Duchy Court 
of Lancaster led to a decree that certain property had 
been previously recognised as an endowment of a Grammar 
School at Bradford. In an indenture of 1563 twenty-
four men are described as Feoffees of the Bradford 
Grammar School lands, which are stated "as of old time 
belonging to an estate which was governed under a 
scheme or "composition" made by the parishioners of 
Bradford. In 1593 we find the first distinctive act of 
endowment by John Lacye of Leventhorp, who gives 
some acres of land with buildings thereto belonging, to 
the Feoffees of the Grammar School lands, and this inci-
dentally throws light on the scheme or "composition." 
In 1601 we find the Feoffees granting a lease of twenty-
one years of a portion of the Grammar School property, 
which had already been held for "divers and verie many 
years," and one of the witnesses is William Blaisteade. 
Another document in the same year, 1601, refers to an 
enquiry at Elland confirming the lands to the use of the 
school, and stating that the lands had been enjoyed by 
the school "time whereof the memory of man was not 
to the contrary." 

In the Bradford Parish Church registers under date 
1621 is recorded the death of Wm. Halstead, "ye School-
master," presumably the same Wm. Halstead who signed 
the indenture of 1601, and who was referred to as 
William Halstead, schoolmaster, in the will (dated Sept. 
7th, 1596) of Christopher Tailer, Vicar of Bradford. 
Still later we hear of Thomas Wilcock as Schoolmaster, 
who is described in an extant letter of Sir Thomas Fairfax 
as a "right able and honest Schoolmaster." 
We are now in a position to understand the stirring 

events of 1635, the year in which Thomas Wilcocke died. 
It was the period of the great Puritan emigration to New 
England, and Archbishop Land was at the height of his 
power. In none of the documents hitherto discovered is 
there the slightest trace of ecclesiastical control or manage-
ment. On no single occasion does the name of any Clerk 
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or Clergyman appear amongst those who were chosen to 
conduct the affairs of the school. On every occasion the 
Feoffees are described as representing the inhabitants and 
parishioners of Bradford, and their business is controlled 
by a "composition" made by the inhabitants and 
parishioners themselves. 
But in 1635, for the first time apparently, the Arch-

bishop of York, Richard Neile, a friend of Laud, claimed 
the right of appointment of head-master of Bradford 
Grammar School, and nominated Gervas Worrall on the 
death of Thomas Wilcock. The claim was resented by 
the inhabitants as an infringement of their long-estab-
lished rights. At Ripon it was the Governors of the 
School who appointed the head master. At Rotherham 
the inhabitants themselves appointed, and the same rule 
applied to other places. Naturally Bradford was in a 
state of turmoil. At the same time another cause of 
contention sprang up. The vicar, John Okell, was a 
pronounced Puritan. His principles and practices, 
especially with regard to the building of galleries or 
lofts, and in encouraging "exercises " and "prophesyings" 
or preaching in the Parish Church had offended the High 
Church party. The Archbishop summoned Okell and 
other delinquents before the Court of High Commission 
at York, and as far as the appointment of head-master 
was concerned, Okell certainly made a profound sub-
mission, as is shewn in a document quoted below. In 
1639 Okell died and was succeeded by John Kemp, son 
of a previous vicar, Caleb Kemp, who has already been 
referred to. The new vicar was certainly a Puritan, and 
is described as "a zealous preaching minister, " evidently 
of the Okell type. He lived but a very short time as 
vicar. On his death the Archbishop appears to have 
nominated or caused to be nominated Edward Hudson as 
vicar, thus passing over the rights of Sir John Maynard 
as patron of the living. 
The people of Bradford strongly resented these inno-

vations, and not only sent a deputation to York to claim 
the restitution of their ancient rights, but also sent a 
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strong remonstrance to the Houses of Parliament. The 
following petitions deal with this troubled period and 
show how the Bradford deputation fared before the Court 
of High Commission. At the beginning of the struggle 
the Archbishop appears to have been successful, as he 
induced the vicar, John Okell, and the patron of the 
living, Sir John Maynard, and one of the leading citizens, 
H. Midgley, to sign, along with Gervas Worrall, a 
submissive acceptance of the new head-master. The 
actual document is as follows 

"To the Right Reverend Father in God and Lord Richard, by 
the Divine Providence Lord Archbishop of York, Primate of 
England and Metropolitan, and one of His Majestie's Most 
Honbie. Privy Council, &c. May it please yr. Grace to be 
advertised that Gervas Worrall, Bachelor of Artes, now Schoole 
master at Bradford, hath entered into the Schoole there and doth 
peaceably possess and enjoy the same without disturbance of any 
man. All wch., according to yr. Grace's pleasure expressed unto 
us at our last beinge at Bishopthorpe, wee do humbly certifye 
unto yr. Grace. And so in all humilitie doe take our leaves this 
19th day of August, Anno Dni., 1635. 

JOHN MAYNARD, 

JOHN OKELL, 

H. MIDGLEY, 
GERVAS WOERALL." 

But this was not the end of the struggle. Although 
three signatures had been obtained under pressure of the 
Court of High Commission, the bulk of the inhabitants 
indignantly refused to accept the nomination, and vent 
so far as to present petitions not only to the House of 
Commons but to the House of Lords, as well as to Lord 
Savilie, as representing the Duchy of Lancaster. 

In the meantime the Court of High Commission had 
been abolished by Parliament (1638). 
The first of these petitions was addressed thus 

"To the Right Hon the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in this 
present Parliament assembled. 
"The humble petition of Ezechiell Taylor for and on the behalf 

of himself and all other the inhabitants within the Parish of 
Bradford in the County of York, 
"Sheweth that heretofor divers well disposed persons did give 

and grant certain lands within the said Parish to certain of the 
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late Parishioners there, who were to dispose of the rents and 
profits thereof for the maintenance of a Schoolmaster to be by 
them elected, and chosen to teach and instruct the youth of the 
said Parish, and accordingly the Feoffees and Parishioners have 
ever since, till now of late, had the liberty to elect and place an 
authorised Schoolmaster within the said Parish, who have con-
stantly taught the youth thereof, and therefor bath had and 
received the profits of the said lands, the same having been by 
the care and charge of the Parishioners improved to a good 
yearly value, and disposed thereof to the said use. 

"But so it is that about four years since, in the last vacancy of 
a Schoolmaster, one Gervas Worrall by the greatness of the late 
Archbishop of York, without the consent or election of the said 
Parishioners, was placed to be Schoolmaster within the said 
Parish, under the pretended right of the said Archbishop, and by 
colour thereof hath entered into, disposed of and taken the profits 
of the said lands, and for that the said Parishioners for preserva-
tion of their ancient right and custom of election did oppose the 
said Gervas Worrall therein, four of them viz. :—William Lister, 
Ezechiell Taylor, John WTatmough and Jereme Bower were 
questioned in the High Commission Court at York before Doctor 
Wickham, Doctor Easdall and others, wherein each of them by 
reason of the severe prosecution against them did expend £12. 
By which means the said Parishioners are likely to lose the benefit 
of their election, and unknown men are likely to be placed 
Schoolmaster there, to the great abuse of the pious intentions of 
the said donors, and the discouragement of others to do the like 
charitable works and unlawful vexation of the said Lister, Taylor, 
Watmough and Bower. 

"Your petitioners' humble suit is, that your Lordships would 
be pleased to take the premises into your consideration, and that 
the right and liberty of election of the said Schoolmaster may 
by your grave wisdom be declared and adjudged in the Parishion-
ers of the said Parish, and that they may have the disposal of the 
said lands, and employ the profits thereof to the use of the said 
Schoolmaster for the time being, and that your petitioner and the 
rest of the said Parishioners may be relieved, as you in your 
great judgment may think fit, and your petitioners shall pray etc." 

This document is not dated, but it obviously belongs to 
the year 1641-2, as the reply of the House of Lords is 
dated 4th March, 1641-2, and is as follows 

"Die Jovis, 4/h day of March, 1641. 

Upon reading the Petition of Ezekiell Taylor, for and on behalf 
of himself and the inhabitants of the Parish of Bradford in the 
County of York, it is this day ordered by the Rt. Hon. The Lords 



78 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

Committee for Petitions in the High Court of Parliament, that 
upon notice thereóf, Jarvis Worrall, now Schoolmaster at Brad-
ford aforesaid, shall appear before their Lordships at two of the 
clock in the afternoon in the Painted Chamber on Monday, 10th 
day of May next to'answer to such matters as in the said Petition 
are set forth, and also that Richard Tempest Esq., John Midgley, 
William Aked, William Cooke, Isaac Hammond, John Sharpe, 
William Brookesbanke, Richard Brighouse and Jeremy Taylor, 
and such others as can testify concerning the state of the said 
School shall appear at the time late aforesaid to testify their 
knowledge of the matter." 

The petition to the House of Commons expresses the 
discontent of the people, on two counts, the appointment 
to the Grammar School and also to the Vicarage, and in 
this case Sir John Maynard certainly appears as an 
aggrieved party. The petition is dated Jan. 30th, 1641, 
and runs as follows 

"To the Rt. Hon. The Lords, Knights and Burgesses of the 
House of Commons now assembled in Parliament. The humble 
Petition of all the inhabitants within the Parish of Bradford in 
the County of York, who humbly offer to the consideration of 
this honorable House these two main grievances within the said 
Parish. 

"Firstly for the Church. 
1. That the last incumbent there, one Mr. Kempe, a zealous 

preaching minister, presented by Sir John Maynard, Knight (the 
right patron as is supposed) died about June last, and until 
September afterwards the same was vacant, save for the supply 
of a lecturer at the Parish charge. 

"2. That in the said vacancy, namely about the latter end of 
September last, one Edward Hudson, Clark, got presentation 
from the late Lord Keeper Finch, to the said Vicarage, and got 
institution from the late Lord Archbishop of York, and induction 
thereupon very cunningly within four days' space. 

"3. That the first Sunday forenoon (being the next day after 
his induction) he preached at the said church and after reading 
the Articles to confirm his induction, and before the next Sunday 
after, took his journey towards London, where he now resides, 
and came not since at the said Church, the said Parish consisting 
of more than 10,000 souls, amongst whom there are 4000 com-

municants at least.  "4. That the said Mr. Hudson, the small time of his abode in 

the said Parish, gave often out in words, he would be Vicar there 
for the space of three years, in despite of the devil and many 
other profane and lewd speeches, tending to innovation and 
scandal, all which occasion your Petitioners to think he is a man 
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of turbulent spirit, not rightly qualified for such a Parish, nor of 
a general good report. 

"Secondly for the School situate in the town of Bradford, 
being a free School for the said Parish. 

' 1. That there are lands in the said Parish, which are very 
sufficient to maintain a Schoolmaster and Usher there, which 
were, time out of mind, given to certain Parishioners there as 
Feoffees in trust to the use of the Schoolmaster there, and have 
successively been disposed accordingly. 

"2. That the said Feoffees have from time to time had power 
to elect a Schoolmaster, and place him in the said School. the 
Archbishops of York having formerly only given him license to 
teach, but no further approbation nor induction. 

"3. That from time to time, formerly, and until the last 
vacancy in the said School the said Feoffees had power to dispose 
of the said lands and to let and set the same to the use of the 
Schoolmaster there (the rents thereof being now improved to a 
good yearly value). 

"4. That in the last vacancy of a Schoolmaster also (which 
was about four years ago) one Gervas Worrall entered surrepti-
tiously into the said School by the special approbation of the last 
Lord Archbishop of York, who [acted] suo jure only, without 
the consent or election of the said Parishioners, and contrary to 
their ancient rights and privileges touching the same which act 
of the said now Schoolmaster, some of the well affected Parishion-
ers there opposing, were called before the worshipful the Doctors, 
and others of his Grace's High Commission at York, and here 
severely proceeded against for the same, to the charge and 
expense of every one of them to the amount of £12 at least, as 
those of them as are now living will testify. 

"5. The said Mr. Worrall now disposeth of the said lands at 
his pleasure, and gives out in speeches that the same are his own 
The Petititioners humbly pray etc." 

The petition to Lord Saville is also undated, but 
plainly belongs to the same period 

"For the Rt. Hon. Thomas Lord Saville, Barron of Pontefract, 
and one of his Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council. 
"The Parishioners of Bradford humbly pray that Gervas 

Worrall, now Schoolmaster there, may be called to answer their 
Petition, and to bring with him such evidences as concern the 
said School, which he confesseth he bath in his custody, and that 
John Midgley the younger, William Cooke, William Aked, Isaac 
Hammond, William Brooksbanke, Richard Brighouse and John 
Sharpe may be called as witnesses." 

That the town was deeply stirred by these events goes 
without saying, but there is direct evidence of the fact 
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in a memorandum attached to one of the petitions. It 
runs thus 

"Let every one of the Parishioners that will contribute their 
rateable part and share of £10 towards the preferring and 
prosecuting of this Petition put their hands or marks hereunto 
for the good of the School, and the same money to be collected 
and paid after the proportion of a Church Lay. 

RICHARD TEMPEST." 

Below this is a list of nanes of persons willing to sign 
the petition and pay 'for the cost of preparing and 
presenting it. The list is most interesting, and is 
numerously signed by representatives of all classes in the 
town and parish, if ever there was a time in the history 
of Bradford when "none were for a Party, and all were 
for the State," it was this. In effect the whole town 
agreed to pay a Voluntary Rate in the defence of the 
Grammar School and their ancient rights. 
The following were the names attached to the petition 

J. Midgley (a very ornamental signature), Edward Boiling, Wm. 
Rawson, Richard Stanhope, William Crabtree, John Reyner, Isaac 
Rodes, Edward Crabtree, Richard Smith, Samuel Widdop, Ezekiel 
Taylor, Richard Brighouse, John Drake, John Dobson, Thomas 
Hodgson, \\TIn Coke, Bartholomew Parkinson, James Knowles, John 
Sharpe, Abraham Bowdall, Thomas Barm, Tristram Aked, Thomas 
Cross, James Gibson, Thomas Sharp, Edward Marshall, Jonathan 
Webster, Samuel Swayne, Wm. Brooksbanke, James Dawson, 
\Vm. Fletcher, John Waterhouse, James Jowett, Wm. Stead, 
Miles West, Robert lloldsworth, Wm. Swaine, Wm. Rawson, 
Robert Barber, Jeremy Bower, Jonathan Robertshay, Edward 
Hodgson, John Clayton, Robert Swain, Joshua Lister, John 
Denton, John Crabtree, Isaac Holdsworth, James IIoldsworth, 
John Midgley, Christopher Thornton, Josias Winder, and many 
others. 

Fortunately by permission of the Clerk of the Parlia-
ments, Sir Henry John Lowndes Graham, K.C.B., the 
writer has been enabled to take a photograph of the 
signatures, as well as to copy the petitions to the two 
Houses and to Lord Savile, and the order of the Housë 
for the appearance of Gervas Worrall. 

Whether Gervas Worrall ever appeared before the 
House of Lords or not there is no evidence to shew, but 
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exciting times were at hand, for in 1642 Civil War broke 
out, and "the first action we had," as Lord Fairfax says 
in his Memoirs, "was at Bradford" The Church and 
School (which at that time adjoined the Church), were 
the centre of actual combats, and the principal local 
historian of the Civil War was a Grammar School old 
boy named Joseph Lister. Certain it is that the name 
of Gervas Worrall entirely disappears, and the next 
time the Grammar School appears in history, the man-
agement of the school is once more in the hands of the 
parishioners, who shew great zeal and determination in 
promoting the interests of their ancient school, which 
perhaps they loved all the more because of the diffi-
culties against which they had had to contend. To-day 
we are enjoying the fruits of their labour. They fought, 
as only earnest men can fight, for the rights of their city 
and in defence of their ancient inheritance, and the 
greatest glories of our more recent days could not have 
been attained, if, in the remote past, the citizens of 
Bradford had been neglectful of their duties, or had been 
unconscious of their rights. May their memories be long 
held in honour, and their names cherished with affection 
and a deep sense of gratitude. 

The interesting story of the school under the Common-
wealth must be left to another chapter. 

F 



A PROPOSED CHAPEL OF EASE AT YEADON 
IN THE 18TH CENTURY. 

THE inhabitants of the township of Yeadon in the year 1714 
complained of the absence of a convenient place of worship in the 
township. and as the population of the town had largely increased 
it was felt that accommodation for public worship should be provided. 
They complained too that they were remote from their parish 
church, and that they seldom resorted thither. In consequence of this 
complaint a scheme was started for erecting a Chapel of Ease 
at some convenient place in Yeadon for the use of the Inhabitants, 
and for the purpose of providing a stipend for an incumbent of 
the proposed Chapel it was agreed that advantage should be taken of 
a then recently passed Act of Parliament of the 12 Queen Anne en-
titled "An Act/or making Inclosures in some part of ye Common grounds 
n the [Vest Riding of the County of York for endowing poor Vicarages 
and Cliapeiries for the better support of their ministers." The powers 
under the Act were such as to enable any inhabitants of any parish in 
the West Riding wherein any Chapels of Ease then were or thereafter 
should be erected, and wherein were large wastes or Commons, with 
the consent of the Lord of the Manor wherein such waste ground 
lay, and with the consent of three parts of four of all the free-holders 
or others who had any right of Common therein, to enclose any part 
of the wastes or Common which inclosure should . not exceed sixty 
acres, and to settle the same in Trustees for the maintenance and 
support of such ministers as should reside within the parish or 
Chapelry, perform Divine offices in the parish Church or Chapeiry 
according to the usage of the Church of England, and be licenced by 
the Archbishop of York. This act was certainly one the powers of 
which might be made use of to the fullest extent by the inhabitants 
of Yeadon. It was pointed out that the Manor of Yeadon was of 
great extent and very populous and had large wastes or Commons 
within it. 

The scheme for enclosing the requisite number of acres of Common 
was approved of by Thomas Layton of Rawdon, Lord of the Manor, 
and by the following freeholders who had right of Common on the 
waste grounds of Yeadon, Sir Walter Calverley of Calverley, Baronet, 
Benjamin Wade, Esq , elder, of New grainge, Richard Richardson, Esq., 
of North Bierley Revd. William Wilson, Rector of Guiseley, John 
Crošley, Esq., of Kershaw House in Warley, Benjamin Wade, younger, 
of New Grainge, gent, John Holmes, Zechariah Collier, John Marshall, 
of Yeadon, gent, John Ward, of Idle, Christopher Hird, Joseph Mar-
shall, John Pollard, Saml. Marshall, Win. Walker, Hugh Marshall, 
William Foster, John Gibson, Sarah Hammond, of Yeadon, Grace 
Moss, of Skipton, widow, Susanah Collier, of Yeadon, widow. 

The trustees nominated were Sir Walter Hawksworth, of Hawks-
worth, Baronet, Cyril Arthington, Esq, of Arthington, and John 
Stanhope, Esq, of Horsforth. and John Rhodes, of Menston, gent. 

There does not appear to have been further progress made in the 
matter, for it was not until the year 1844 that a church was Terected 

EP there. 

* Bradford Public Library MSS. 
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I 
BROTJGHTON HALL AND ITS ASSOCIATIONS, 

BY 

ELEANOR BLANCHE TEMPEST. 

PART I. - 

tHOSE members of the Bradford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society who visited Broughton Hall 
in 1909, must have felt somewhat sceptical when 

they were told the house dated from Queen Elizabeth's 
reign, so transmogrified is its form, and nothing, appar-
ently, remaining to justify its claim to antiquity. To 

however, that this Hall has a right to its claim, 
we propose to trace somewhat of its history and necess-
arily incidently, that of its owners the Tempests who, 
from earliest times have been, more or less, connected 
with Broughton-in-Craven. 

Before the year 1152—when the monks removed to 
Bolton—Roger Tempest witnessed the grant from Adeliza 
de Rumelli of the church of All Saints, " Broctiìne," i.e., 
Broughton, to the Augustinian Canons of Embsay* ; and 
about 1156, he also attested this great lady's gift to 
the Monks of St. John of Pontefract, of a carucate of 
land and a place, or a house, in "Brocton-in-Craven," 
where hospitality was to be dispensed.f Whether Roger 
actually held land in Broughton at that date, or only 
witnessed as a person well-known in the neighbourhood 
we cannot say, but we lean to the theory of ownership. 
From this Roger descended one John Tempest, born 

at Bracewell, 24 August, 1282, who was baptised in 
St. Michael's church there, being, at the request of his 
father Richard Tempest, held at the font by Adam, son 
of William de Brochton.t Between the year 1316 and 

* J/O)l(ltitOi/ .Angliiwuum. vi., part I. (1830) p. 208. 

f ibid vol. V. (1825) l• 125. 
Inq. PI-ob. Æt. 32, Ed. 1, No. 199. 

G 
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1324, William, soil of Richard de Eston, granted to this 
John Tempest of Bracewell, his capital messuage in 
"Broghton-in-Craven," with 3 tofts and eleven bovates 
of land there, with a niediety of the watermill and rever-
sion of the other nìediety on the death of Juliana de 
Eston, who held it in dower, as mother of William. He 
further granted the suits and services of Peter Gylot—. 
who held one manor in Broughton—William de Lanum 
and Alan de Hoderode for the land they held of him .* 

This John Tempest, knighted about 1324, was amongst 
those who joined the rising against the King's favourite, 
Piers Gaveston, receiving in October, 1313, a pardon for 
the part lie had taken. He however again rose against 
the new favourites, the Spencers, but 'by writ dated at 
York 11 July, 1322, he was spared his life on submitting 
to a fine of £10, and discharged from prison on a recog-
nisance for his good behaviour and payment of the fine; 
his sureties being Hugh de Aberford, John de Strathelay, 
Nicholas Tempest (his uncle, a lawyer) and Gilbert de 
Tliornton.t That his submission was considered sincere 
is shown in the fact that Sir John Tempest, Knight, was 
summoned to attend the great council at Westminster, 
20 May, 1324, as a. knight of the shire for the county of 
York. In January, 18 Edward II., he was called upon 
to perform military service in Guyemie, being present at 
the muster at Portsmouth in May, 1325, with his men at 
arms, and archers ready to embark, and then valued his 
charger, a bay one with spots and two white feet, at £24t 
—a very large sum in those days. He was safely back 
in England in July, 1335, and serving on the Commission 
of Array for the Staincliff and Yewcross divisions, which 
meant he was to collect men and arms for the army, and 
to attend to the drilling of the troops against the invasions 
of the Scots. In December, 1340, he was quietly living 
at home, for he witnessed at "Broghton-in- Craven" a 
release from Adam, son of Richard de Broghton to Alice, 

* Broui,/ton i)eeds, No. 16. 

Cal. Pat. /i'ailx, 1313-17, p. 22, and Pitil. JJ''if.t, ii., pp. 206 and 211. 

J?.re/,. 9.1?. A ('('OUiìt,. bundle 39. 
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daughter of Richard Fauveithorpe, of land in this vill,* 
while in June, 1356, he, with his sons Sir Richard and 
Sir John Tempest, both knights, attested at Elsiack a 
Marton charter,f shortly after which he appears to have 
(lied. 

With this Sir John's great grandson, Richard, we come 
in more direct touch with Broughton, as will be shown. 
He was, like his ancestors, bred for a fighter, for accord-
ing to his evidence at the great Scrope and Grosvenor 
"Bend 01'" trial in 1385, he was then only thirty years 
of age and had borne arms for fifteen years, having 
fought under Lord Neville in Gascony, being at the relief 
of Morteyne (September, 1377), with the Duke of 
Lancaster in Scotland and "the King in his late wars."t 
He must have received his knighthood young, perhaps at 
Moiteyne, for early in 1381 " Sir Richard Tempest, 
chevaler," and Sir Gerald Salvin were retained to serve 
the King under Sit' Thomas de Felton, the Seneschal of 
Acquitaine, with 23 men at arms and 25 archers, while 
Tempest was intrusted with considerable sums of money 
for the payment of the troops, for which he was later 
called upon to account, and this was satisfactorily accomp-
lished in 1385.§ On his return from France he was 
again employed, this time on the Scotch Borders, and by 
indenture 28 February, 1384-5, he and Sir Thomas 
Svyuburn undertook the wardenship of Roxburgh Castle 
for one year from April 2nd ensuing, receiving 4300 
marks for the expenses of the garrison, and later when 
his accounts were audited, Sir Richard was excused 
producing the counterpart of his indenture, for it was 
"casuelement perdue an temps que sa feme estoit prise 
par noz enemys Escotz."jj In March of the same year 
he was made Sheriff of the County of Roxburgh. 
Tempest can hardly have settled to his work, when the 

* Broughton Deeds, No. 21. 

f (Whet. .Topoq. et Geneel. .. . 143. 
Nicolas' &rope and Gro.srenoì Roll i., p. 199. 

§ J]neh. 9.1?. jleìnor. 8 Richard II . 111,tx to I?aì'on,. 'l'rin. Roll, 14. 
Jx('/. 9.1?. Jlisr,111. Army. 52-11. 
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King, marching into Scotland called upon Sir Richard 
and Swynburn to join him at Newcastle on August 21st, 
when they undertook to bring with them 40 men at arms 
and 80 archers, beyond, or exclusive of, their Roxburgh 
garrison, and remain with him for twenty-nine days.* 
Possibly it was during this absence in August-September, 
1385, that the raid on Roxburgh was made by the Scots 
when Dame Tempest and the indenture were abducted. 

At the expiration of the year's wardenship of Roxburgh, 
Sir Richard, with Sir Thomas Talbot, sealed an indenture 
23 March, 1385-6 (9 Richard III.), for the guarding of 
the town of Berwick-on-Tweed, from April 18th, ensuing, 
and because of the war then raging they were to be paid 
£7000 for the year, and were to provide and keep for that 
sum 160 men at arms, 100 of whom were to be mounted 
(" homes darmes ('t cheval ") fully armed and well horsed 
and of whom three must be knights, the rest infantry 
(" homes claimes à pie ") ; also 200 mounted archers and 
130 foot of these troops all were to be strangers, i.e., 
not border men, from the southern parts of Richmond-
shire and Craven. Sir Richard sealed his counterpart 
with a good armorial seal bearing on a tilted shield a bend 
between six martlets ; the crest he used being a storm-
finch standing on a cap of maintenance.t A truce made 
with the Scots to last from 27 June, 1386, till the follow-
ing May, necessitated the reduction of the Berwick 
garrison entailing a fresh agreement between the King 
and his Wardens, but power was given to Tempest and 
Talbot to raise more troops should the Scots attack them4 
In May, 1387, Sir Richard relinquished his wardenship, 
but was kept more or less busy on the Borders, and in 
June of that year had the King's leave to fight a Scottish 
knight who had calumniated him, safe conducts being 
issued for the combatants and one esquire each. 

Iii April, 1394, "Messieur Richard Tempest" agreed 

* Ir. T. It. ii;'i7 16/1, 340. 

f Exeli. -leeonnf., bundle 73. folio 2. No. 34. Ibid., No. 3. 

§ Rotuli &i'tiæ. H., P 90. 
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with Henry de Percy, Earl of Northumberland and 
Warden of the East Marches, to be his Lieutenant in the 
town of Berwick from Midsummer ensuing for a year, 
receiving for himself a fee of 100 marks, and to have all 
the profits appertaining to the office (except iights of 
ransom), and he was to keep a full garrison of a certain 
number of men at arms and archers for whom he was to 
receive pay. When this engagement was ended, or he 
saw the chance of improving his position, he agreed with 
John bland, Earl of Huntingdon, to act as his Lieuten-
ant or governor of the castle and town of Carlisle and 
the West Marches towards Scotland, from June 5th, 
ensuing, for so long as the may arrange, receiving 
£366 lBs. 4d. a year, to be paid quarterly in London at 
the Earl's ''ostielle en Lumbarde Street."t This appoint-
ment he appears to have held till Kiig Richard's 
deposal and Huntingdon's execution, fortuii ately avoided 
being drawn into the disturbances, and early in 1404 he 
petitioned Parliament for 500 marks which he had 
expended out of his own purse while he was Huntingdon's 
Lieutenant at Carlisle for the soldiers' wages.', 

In 1399 lie was in attendance on his old chief the Earl 
of Northumberland, and while in London with him 
attending the Parliament, a Robert and William de 
Radcliffe broke into his manor at Hellifield and carried 
off goods worth X160.§ In 1401 Sir Richard was himself 
summoned to Parliament as a knight of the shire for 
Lancashire,U and in 1403-4 for Yorkshire. In 1405, 
his friend the Earl, Henry Percy, was attainted for treason, 
and it looked as though Sir Richard would lose the rent 
charge of 20 marks a year which Northumberland had 
made to him out of his manor of Preston -in -Craven; but 
having we hope, deserved the trust of the new monarch, 
Henry IV., "for good service done, &c.," granted to 
Tempest '28 October, 1406, £20 a year out of the forfeited 

* ll'(?lley Charters L B.i\i.], V. 7. 

t original deed pefle. Col. Trench Gascoigne. D.S.O.. in 1907. 
Rot. Pail., iii., p. 542. § Pat. R'illi., I i-len. IV., pare 3., in. 5d. 

11 Art's of P,'ir,1 (hinaeii, i., p. 164. ¶ List of if. P.',t (1874), i., p. 266. 
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town, which was to include the 20 marks. Sir Richard 
continued to be employed on the Borders during this 
reign, and when Henry V. ascended the throne he was 
still in favour, for 2 July, 1413, the King, in consideration 
of the "good and agreeable services which our clear and 
well beloved Chivaler, Richard Tempest has rendered us," 
granted him a pension of £50 a year payable out of the 
Honour of Pontefract ;t which pension was confirmed 
by Henry VI. in February, 1422-34 
The stirring times of Henry V. soon called Sir Richard 

to the front, and 29 April, 1415, we find him ensealing 
an indenture for military service for a year with the King, 
undertaking to attend his mjesty in the journey which 
he is about to take in person, " dieu plait," in Guyenne. 
and the kingdom of France, with six men at arms and 
....archers—the deed is damaged on one edge and 
the number is illegible. The wages to be paid being 2s. 
a day for himself, and for his men, if they went to 
Guyenne, 40 marks for each man at arms and 20 marks 
for each archer for the year, but if they were sqnt into 
the kingdom of France, then to each man at arms is. a 
day, and to each archer Gd. a day. As security for pay-
ment certain of the King's jewels were to be held in pawn. 
Should Sir Richard, or his men, capture the King of 
France, or any of his relatives, or any other king, 
governor or other " chieftaine," that prisoner was to be 
delivered over to the King, but the ransoms of prisoners 
of inferior note were to be divided between Henry and 
the captors.§ On June 6th, following, Sir Richard 
received £41 4s. 4d. in advance for himself, five men at 
arms and 18 archers; 11 and evidently sailed with the 
King in August, for in Kinweliman's Accounts (19 Aug. 
to 7 Oct.) one cask of wine was issued to Sir Richard 
Tempest at Harfieur.T Whether he left Harfleur . with 

' ]ij.vc/, Q. A. Jfemor. JVrits to Barons, Mich. 8 H., IV., m. 5. 

t Duc/ty of Lane, Dir., X. Reg. 17, fo. 9. Ibid. Reg., 18, fo. 19. 

§ Exch. K.]?. Various Acet.c., 69/5, No, 430. 
11 .Exe/i. 9. A. Arm./, 62/17, rn. 9d. ¶ Hunter's Aqinevurt (1350), P. 48. 
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Henry V. for Agincourt, and was present when his eldest 
son Piers was knighted, October 24, on the eve of the 
battle at the bridge of St. Maxence,* or not, we have 
been unable to discover ; he may, like so many, have 
fallen ill and been unable to proceed ; but he was home 
in England by the 28 December, 1415, when he witnessed 
a deed at Elsiack, close to Broughton.t 
When the King decided on his next attack on France, 

Sir Richard did not join his army, for we find that on his 
complaint that his £50 annuity was unpaid, the warrant 
dated 20 October, 1417 to Nicholas Come the Receiver 
for the Honour of Pontefract orders him to pay the 
arrears notwithstanding a mandate before issued on 
account that the said Richard "ne se transporta avec 
nous en ycest nostre present viage en parties de France.''t 
The sawe month, the King declaring that he desired to 
provide for the safety and defence of his kingdom against 
invasion during his absence for the recovery of the rights 
of his crown, appointed Sir Richard Tempest, with 
Sir John Middleton, Sir John Pudsay, and four other 
knights to array all men at arms in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire and to drill them. He was not, however, 
unrepresented in the army in France, as his eldest son, 
Sir Piers, heads the list of 50 men at arms who mustered 
under Lord Clifford of Skipton, on Techebourne Down, 
11th June, 1417, preparatory to embarking,11 and died in 
the foreign land; while another son, Robert, was one of 
those captains assembled at Southampton 6th May, 1420, 
ready to cross the Channel, and was knighted that year. 

Sir Richard's health may well have become enfeebled 
with all he had gone through and he settled down quietly 
at home to improve his property and provide for his 
youngest son Roger. In 1409, he acquired from Thomas 
de Frekylton, a messuage and four bovates of land in 

* Nicolas' Baltic of Agincourt (2 Ed.), p. 102 note. 
j (Meet. Top. et 6'eueal., vi.. p. 312. 

I Due. qt' Lane., Bee. Div., xi., Reg. 17, fo. 59. 

§ Pat. BooTh, 401, 5 H. V., in. 15d. fi Exeh. Q. B. Aim,j, 61/10. 
¶ P]'e/. T. R. JIiS(Pil., 43/3, and Add. JLS'S., 5482, fol. 6. 
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Burnsall; and in April, 1417, John de "Freclyngton" 
conveyed to Sir Richard Tempest, knt, and to Roger 
Tempest his son, land in Thorpe near Burnsall. By 
indenture dated at "Brogh ton -in -Craven," 11 November, 
1420, Christopher Marsden conveyed to Sir Richard 
Tempest, knt., and to Roger, son of the said Richard, 
his life interest in certain lands and tenements in the 
above viii (Broughton), while in May following Henry de 
Mersden " released to the two Tempests all title to the 

property.t By a deed, which has not vet been found, 
but which we think was made about this date, Sir Richard 
gave to his son, Roger Tempest, two messuages, 40 acres 
of arable land, 20 acres of meadow, and 20 acres of 
pasture in- Broughton -in -Craven, with half the manor of 
the same with appurtenances, to hold to the said Roger 
and his heirs of the said Sir Richard and his heirs for 
ever, paying yearly a rent of 40s. ; this land and half 
manor were held of the Castle of Skipton by knight's 
service and a rent of 40s4 The reason why we consider 
the year 1421 as the probable date of the gift being that 
in July, 1421, Sir Richard enfeoffed trustees of his estate 
for certain uses. 

Sir Richard Tempest made his will 26th August, 1427, 
desiring to be buried in Bracewell Church, and leaving 
£20 to his son Roger and his children. He died between 
26th May, 1428, when he and Roger Tempest witnessed 
at Kelbi'ook a Lister charter, and 30th September follow-
ing, when his will was proved.11 His eldest son, Sir 
Piers, had died abroad about 1417, leaving by his wife, 
Grace, the well-dowered daughter and co-heir of Sir 
Nicholas de Hebden, a son John, who succeeded Sir 
Richard in the Bracewell estates. Another son, Robert, 
owning estates at Stainforth and Giggleswick, was 
knighted, as already stated, in 1420 in France. Besides 

* Burnsall Deeds, Nos. 9 and 12. 
t Townley AISS., DD. No. 14, and BìouyJttoui Deed., No. 25. 

Common, Roil, 1011, m. 314. 
§ Gaìgìave Deeds, No. i, and Iìuj. p. nt. of Sir 17w. Tempest, 1537. 
11 Dodsw. MSS., 155, fol. 174d., and Testa. Ebor., i., p. 412. 
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two other sons and a daughter, there was Roger Tempest, 
the first of Broughton Hall, of whom we now propose to 
treat. 

As to who Roger's mother was we have been unable to 
discover, though it has been suggested she was a Marsden, 
nor do we know whether she was the lady carried off 
by the Scots in 1385. Sir Richard, like a prudent 
parent secured for his youngest son the land and hand of 
Catherine Gilliot, the owner of half the manor of 
Broughton-in -Craven, and property in Thorpe, Burn sail 
and Marton. She had also a very respectable and knightly 
pedigree which we have traced up to Peter Gylot and 
Amice his wife, the daughter of William, son of Everard 
de Methley, living 1226, and owning land in Burnsall. 
The Hall belonging to the Gifliots (or Gylots) manor was 
possibly a better one than that of Sir Richard's, called 
Marsden Place, though they stood side by side on the 
south bank of the Broughton Beck, for it was at " Gilliot-
1)Iace" that Roger Tempest and his wife took up their 
abode. 
As we find Roger witnessing a deed in January, 

7 Hen. IV. (14O56), we may conclude he was at least 
eighteen years of age, though his eldest son was not 
married till 1437. Of his life we have not traced much, 
except that lie lived the peaceful life of a country squire, 
witnessing deeds for his neighbours, including that for 
the appropriation for the vicarage of Broughton in 1422.t 
In May, 1434, he, with other prominent Yorkshiremen, 
and being an " esquire," took the oath before the Arch-
bishop of York, Richard Nevile, Earl of Salisbury, &c., 
not to maintain any peace breakers." t Fuller in his 

lVw'tlìies, states Roger Tempest was Sheriff of Yorkshire 
for this year, which is certainly an error, for Sir Richard 
Hastings, Kt., held the office in 1434. 

In July, 15th Henry VI. (1437) Roger and his wife 
Catherine, married their eldest son and heir William, to 

* Goliect. Thpog. and Geneal., vi., p. 310. 

f 1)odsw. JI&S., vii., f. 217. Cal. Pat. Roil, 1429-36, p. 378. 

I 
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Joan, daughter of James Metcalfe (of Nappa), and settled 
UOfl the young couple, and their heirs male, one of the 
manors in the viii of "Broghton " called " Marsden-
place," with 7 bovates of land in the same town worth 
40s. yearly; also lands and tenements in Thorpe, Burn-
sail and Appletreewick to the value of 160s. in all yearly; 
the manor of " G-illiotplace " being reserved.* 
We do not know on which side Roger ranged himself 

during the turmoils of the day, though we think the 
Lancastrians held his sympathies, like those of his over 
lord at Skipton and his nephew Sir John Tempest, of 
Bracewell, for lie was much associated with their affairs 
acting as the attorney for Henry Lord Percy, Sir . John 
Tempest and other feoffees in 1444 to receive seisin of 
the estates of which Thomas, Lord Clifford, had enfeoffed 
them. t 

In April, 1453, the Archbishop of York gave licence to 
Roger Tempest, of Broughton, Esq., to have an oratory 
within his manor of Broughton for a year, and the next 
year the permission was extended to him and his wife 
Catherine during pleasure,t this being the foundation of 
the private chapel at the Hall; the chantry in the parish 
church, which hé and other parishioners are stated to 
have founded, was doubtless served by the same priest. 
Roger died before 10th October, 1467, when his "heirs 
rendered suit at the manorial court at Skipton Castle, 
though administration of his goods was not granted till 
12th January, 1468-9, to his younger son Richard.j He 
was buried in his parish church in the Tempest choir on 
the north side, where so many dead Tempests lie. His 
widow, Catherine, did not long survive him, making her 
will 5th April, 1469, as "nuper uxor Rogeii Tempest de 
Bryghtou-in-Craven armigeri," and desired to be buried 
in the choir of her parish church next the body of her 
husband. She names her three sons, Richard, Henry 

Broughton Deed, No. 26. 

Deeds at Skipton Castle, 1773, and Close Rolls 

Te.'ta. Ehor., iii., p. 170, note. 11 Te.ta. Ehor., iii., p. 170, note, &c. 
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and Thomas (not William at all), and daughters Margaret 
and Alice ; the will being proved by the son Richard 
Tempest at York 12th April, 1469 ; she mentions 5 mes-
snages, a toft, and 20 bovates of land in Broughton, and 
2 messuages with 10 bovates of land, &c., in East and 
West Marton, and charges her Burnsafl property for her 
daughters' annuities. The supervisor of her will she 
wakes Richard Nevile, Earl of W arwick.* 
During his father's lifetime, William Tempest, the heir, 

does not appear to have lived at Broughton ; at any rate 
in 1464 he is described " of Carleton,"l and though we 
come across him in various transactions connected with 
land, the only glimpses we have of him in public life is 
when he joined Richard III. in August, 1485, before the 
battle of Bosworth, being one of those who " sware. that 
King Richard should wear the crown."t His wife, Joan 
Metcalfe, whom he married in 1437, died before he did, 
and he took for his second venture, Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Richard Catterall of Little Mitton, for whose 
jointure he conveyed to trustees, 27th March, 1486, 
certain tofts and closes in Broughton, adding in August, 
1490, land in Burnsall and Thorpe. He was dead by 
July, 1496, when his widow, Elizabeth, and grandson, 
Roger Tempest, reconveyed the property. 11 

William's elder son, John Tempest, married in 1455, 
when he must have been a mere boy, Agnes, daughter of 
Richard Banaster, Esq. (of Brogden). By deed dated 
20th June, 33 Henry VI., Roger and Catherine Tempest 
conveyed to.ti'ustees, two farms in Broughton, three in 
Glusburn, two in Marton, and one in Thorpe and Burn-
sail for the use of John, son of their son William, and his 
heirs by Agnes Banaster.'i John dying in his father's 
lifetime, his son Roger became the heir. 

?t(. Ebor., iii., I• 170, note, &c. 

t De Banco Ro., No. 812, ni. 20, &c. 
Ian. JISS., 542, fol. 31 and 32. 

§ Towneley JISS. Chetham Lib. C. 8, 12, ''N. N,," 181 and 182, and Lane. Pat. 
Ro., 1-5 Hen. VII., No. 8, m. 35. 

11 Aílil. JISS., 32104, fo. 225. ¶ Broughton Deed.', No. 29. 
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This Roger Tempest was probably born about 1470, 
and by 1501 was the husband of Anne, daughter of 
Robert Carr, " esquire of the Body to Henry VII.," by 
his wife Margaret, daughter of Thomas, 8th Lord 
Clifford. It is possible that he was not of age when his 
grandfather died, and was in ward to the lord of Skipton 
Castle. Early in 1502 we find "Roger Tempest, of 
Broughton-in -Craven, Esquire," with John Banaster of 
the same place and two others, acting as sureties for 
Thomas Wybergh, of Thornton-in-Craven chaplain, who 
was accused of carrying away with force from Appleby in 
Westmoreland, a box containing muniments and deeds 
and one is tempted to suspect those deeds related in some 
way to Tempest and were being withheld by Lord Clifford, 
for at this date Clifford declared Roger had spread false 
news and lies about him in Skipton.* At any rate 18th 
May, 17 Henry VII., Henry, Lord Clifford bound himself 
to pay Roger Tempest £1000 before Midsummer ensuing, 
which as he failed to do, Roger took the law into his own 
hands, proceeding to break into Clifford's closes at 
"Thorleby, Styrton, Elsawe and Crokeryse," cut down 
trees, hunted and killed deer at Skipton, and depastured 
the lord's grass in a close at Broughton, while Clifford in 
June, 1503, retaliated by having Tempest's ditches, 
palings and walls thrown down, and destroyed his corn 
"iii the cow pasture of Broughton Sleyghts in Craven."f 
It looks as though Lord Clifford had been in the wrong, 
for in October, 1501, he was bound in £1000 to 
Sir Marmaduke Constable, knt., and Thomas, Archbishop 
of York, to keep the King's peace for himself and his 
servants, tenants and parkers, towards Roger Tempest in 
"Broghton " and his servants. These were not the 
only disputes in which Tempest and Clifford embarked, for 
in May, 1505, (Trinity tei'm, 20 Henri VII.) "Roger 
Tempest, esq., and Anne, his wife, daughter of Robert 
Cane, esq.," sued Henry, Lord Clifford and Westmoreland 

* De Banco Roll, No. 962, mm. 83d., and 2421. 

f Ibid. Roll 986, m. 447 Roll 962, rn. 297 Roll 974. mm. 474 and 475 
Roll 986, rn. 447. T Ibid. Roll 974, rn. 415d. 
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to recover £28, which were in arrear of an annual rent of 
4 marks due to them ; and the sheriff of York was 
directed to distrain upon Clifford's lands for the amount. 
One hopes the money was paid as the case does not 
reappear upon the rolls. 
The lead mines at Thorpe, or perhaps at Glusburn, 

were evidently being worked at this period, for in 1509, 
Miles Staveley of Ripon, sued Roger Tempest of 
Broughton-in-Craven, for £20, declaring that Tempest 
had failed to deliver ten fodder of lead at the Craviìe, 
York, before Midsummer, 1508, as he had agreed to do. I 

The year 1514 produced a lawsuit which considerably 
illuminates the family pedigree, for it supplies us with 
the evidence of Sir Richard's grant of his half manor of 
Broughton, &c., to his son Roger, and the descents of 
their several heirs. It appears that Roger Tempest had, 
for about seven years, neglected to pay the forty shillings 
annual rent due by him to Sir Richard's heirs for his 
manor, therefore the heir, Margaret Tempest wife of 
Thomas Tempest, by her bailiffs, entered the " Estfelde 
at Broughton in October, 1514, and removed cattle worth 
£20, belonging to Roger Tempest, for the discharge of 
the debt. To explain her right in this action, it is set 
forth that one Sir Richard Tempest, being seized of two 
messuages, 40 acres of land, &c., and the moiety of the 
manor of Broughton, gave the same to his son Roger 
Tempest, to hold to him and his heirs male of the said 
Sir Richard and his heirs for ever, by the payment of 
40 shillings yearly; and her descent from the grantor is 
given as being the daughter and heir of Sir Thomas 
Tempest (who died 1507), the brother and heir of 
Sir Richard (died s.p. 1472), son and heir of Sir John 
(died 1464), son and heir of Sir Piers or Peter, the son 
and heir of the said Sir Richard Tempest the grantor. 
Her husband, Thomas Tempest being the son of Sir 
Richard, the son and heir of Nicholas, brother of her 

* I/,id Roll 973. rn. 371 and Boll 974, m. 132d, 

t hoff.',, 1 Henry VIII., m. I89d. &c. 
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father Sir Thomas. Roger the defaulter is described as 
son of John son of William, son and heir of the first-
named Roger Tempest, to whom the grant was made.* 
As the suit does not appear after Trinity term (June) 
1515, it was evidently amicably arranged and the rent 
was paid for many generations. 

Roger's first wife, Anne, dièd before 1518, when he 
married the wealthy widow, Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Huddleston of Millum, and formerly wife of 
Sir William Leigh of Isell, co. Cumberland, and then of 
Edward Redmayne of Harewood.f Roger Tempest was 
one of Cardinal Wolsey's suite at the Field of Cloth of 
Gold in 1520, for he complained to the Cardinal that 
while he was " beyond the sea in the Kynge's servyss 
and yowres att the last metyng and assembly by twene 
o' soverain lord the Kyng and the Frenche Kynge," 
Richard Redmayn his wife's son, entered her jointure 
lands causing him great loss 4 and when Wolsey went 
on his embassy to Calais in 1521, Roger Tempest was 
one of the fifty gentlemen who attended upon him. In 
1523 he had thirteen tenants-at-will in Broughton who 
owned no land there, while at Burnsall he is returned as 
11 chief lord " there.M His second wife's property caused 
him a good deal of litigation, though doubtless some 
compensating profits; she died 10 February, 1526-7, 
having no children by him, and he survived her about 
ten years. 
By his first wife Anne Carr, Roger had three daughters 

and several sons. Stephen, the eldest son, was born 
about 1500, and was apparently attached to the household 
of Henry, Lord Clifford, for when that nobleman was 
created Earl of Cumberland in 1525, Stephen Tempest 
attended him as one of his '' gentlemen," while on 
various occasions we find his name connected with that 

* (o1nn!on lb., Tim. 7 Henry VIII., m. 314, &c. 

f I11il. Triti. 15 Henry VIII., rn. 436. 
JJiily C'Iuíuìe. Proceed., butid. 450, No. 42. 

§ (imden &i. (0. s.), 35p. 08. 
11 je/, Li,,,' ,cub.., IF.]?. Y. 14 and 15 Henry VIII., 206/116, fols. 35d & 46d. 
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of his over lord. Before his father's death Stephen either 
owned or farmed land at Arncliffe, for in 1530 he is 
described of that place in a bond in which he and the 
Earl of Cumberland were jointly bound to Lord Conyers; 
but he was in possession of the Broughton estates •by 
November, 1537, when Emery Can of Thornton-rn-
Craven in his will, mentions the farm at Kettlewell 
and Broughton Pasture, which he holds from Stephen 
Tempest. Stephen married first, Agnes the daughter of 
his neighbour William Listen of Midhope, by whom he 
had only two sons, she died before October, 1542, when 
his wife was Anne, daughter of Reynold Preston of 
Biggin Hall in Westmoreland. In the year 1542 Tempest 
arranged a satisfactory marriage for his youthful son and 
heir Henry, with Isabel, the natural daughter of 
Sir Ingleram Percy, lint. This girl had been brought up 
by her grandmother, the dowager Countess of North-
umberland, and by her was well dowered. By the will 
of this lady dated 14 October, 1542 (printed in full in 
Vol. vi. Testamenta Eboracensia, p. 166 et seq.), Isabel 
Percy, besides being made a trustee of certain leases, was 
bequeathed much valuable plate, tapestry, furniture and 
church furnishings for a marriage portion, the Countess 
adding a codicil that "the said testatrix clisposeth that 
Stephen Tempeste of Broughton, esquier, shulde have 
the order and governance of the saide Isabell Percie, 
with all her parte and porcon, to the entent that Hennie 
Tenipeste, sone and here of the saide Steven, shall marie 
and take to wif the saide Isabell, accordinge to the gret 
confidence and truste that shee doo putt in the saide 
Stephane and Anne his wif." In compliance with this 
arrangement Stephen Tempest, by deed dated 7 July, 
1543, settled upon Isabel Percy for life, various farms in 
Broughton worth £10 a year, on condition that on attain-
lug the age of fourteen years she married his son Heniy,-
who was then about sixteen years old. 
At the muster of April, 1542, Stephen Tempest attended 

* JhW/XW. 83. fol. 28. f Peed,, No. 39. 
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with three of his " servants of the household " fully 
armed with horse and harness; and in 1545 he was one 
of the Commissioners for the collection of the " Aid 
granted to the King in Staincliffe and Yewcrosse, his 
demesne lands being assessed at £66 13s. 4d., for which 
lie paid £6 13s. 4d 
The Percy girl's portion evidently provided means for 

the improvement of the property, for in 1544 the 
Tempests acquired from Sir William Vavasour of Hasle-
wood, knt., for £143 6s. Sd., eight messuages, six tofts, 
100 acres of land, etc., in Broughton, besides two bovates 
from Lancelot Marton of Esliton, etc.t 
The earliest Court Roll existing for the manor of 

Broughton is that for the Court held 3 Fibruary, 38 
Henry VIII. (1546-7), the freeholders being James 
Catterall, Christopher Oxnerd, John Lofthus, the heirs 
of Henry Pleasington, the heirs of William Arthington, 
Christopher Clughe, and John Watson. Of the pains 
laid down, two are rather interesting, viz. "that all 
tenants within the homage of this Court shall plant six 
ash trees within their tenements yearly, under penalty of 
xiid.,"—these doubtless to be used for making arrows, 
staves, &c.,—and the other naive touch of " protection," 
"that none that breeds any geese, checkins or eggs 
shalbe sold furthe of the lorshipe, but first to be proffered 
to the good wyfe (that is to say to the Miss.), and if she 
will not pay as an other will to have it," penalty iiis. lid. 
The accession of Edward VI. and the new religious 

rules and regulations probably produced consternation at 
Broughton, and it must have been with indignation that 
in the summer of 1548, the Tempests saw the king's 
surveyor, Henry Savill and his followers seize to his 
Majesty's use the "viii. onces of plate parcell gilte, being 
a chalice to the late cliantery within the parishe of 
Broughton-in-Craven, belonginge." This being the 
chantry founded and endowed by Mr. Tempest's great, 

* .Erreh. T R. Book, 31, 1) . 25. and Duel,. Lay Subs, 1E'.R.Y., 208/209. 

f Bìouqh ton Deed.', Nos. 11. 42 and 40. 
t Chant (ìtfieate,, No. 118. 
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great grandfather and the parishioners of Broughton. 
In July, 154, Sir Walter Mildmay, then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, &c., directed "Stepen Tempest and John 
Tjarnbart, esquires," with Anthony Dale, to " viewe and 
enquyre into all the lands, plate, lead, bells, iron and 
other the ornaments appertaining to various chapels, etc., 
to which the King's Majesty is entitled." Tempest does 
not appear to have acted, but Dale stated that "there is 
in thandes of the churchwardens and parochianors of 
Broughton a stock of goodes belonging to lamp and light 
and obites."T We feel sure the parishioners objected 
to yield up their "stock of goodes," i.e., cattle, and Dale 
later on complains that he cannot obtain from Stephen 
Tempest the rent due out of a burgage in Skipton, part 
of the castle chantry.f 

Stephen Tempest made his will 16 April, 1549 (it is 
printed in Vol. vi. Testarnenta Eboracensia, p. 284) and 
in it we gain a quaint glimpse of the old hail when he 
desires that his " said wif have and enyoe qwyete]ie 
lodgyng as is bemlethe the floore (?storey) of the haull 
during her widdoheade," and further expresses the hope 
that his widow and son Henry " should kepe their goodes 
together and kepe howse together as moder and child." 
The lodging does not sound luxurious, but probably the 
room or rooms intended were upon the first floor over 
the hall or chief room. Mr. Tempest also mentions his 
chaplain, Sir (or Master) Thomas who would be living in 
the house and say the daily mass in the private oratory 
or chapel. Stephen died 14 August, 1549, and two 
inquests were held on his estates after his death, one at 
Ferrybridge 3 June, 1550, when he was stated to have 
held the whole of the manor of Broughton of the Earl of 
Cumberland as of the Castle of Skipton, and the other 
held at York Castle 5 September, 1558, when it was 
found that he held the moiety of the manor of Sir John 
Tempest of Bracewell, knt., by the hundredth part of a 

* Åuqmentei. Office iíixcell. Booh, 123, fols. 151-153. 

t Cmì't qf Auqinent. Proeeedinq., Bd1. 32, No. 62, and Exch. 31initerg' Accis., 
48, 1 and 2 Phil. and Mary, m. 7. Ministers' Acct.., No. 568, m. 7d. 
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knight's fee and that this moiety was worth £39 a year.* 
Stephen's widow Anne, made her will 17 February, 
1554-5, mentioning her stepsons Henry and Stephen 
Tempest, and many relations, both of her own and her 
husbands, not forgetting either the "poorest people in 
Broughton parishe," who were to have xxvis. viiid. ; the 
mending of the bridges in Broughton were to benefit by 
xiiis. iiiid. ; the vicar of Broughton, " Sir Xpofer 
Brodbelte," was to have a cloke of fyne blacke to make 
hyrn a gowne of it, and Sir William Maiham (the chantry 
priest of Broughton, aged xl. yeres of age, and indiffer-
ently lerned as the Certificate of 1548 described him) 'as 
to receive xs. She left a good deal of valuable plate and 
jewellery, with pewter. and brass pots and pans. The 
executors to the will were her brother (in law) Thomas 
Langdale and sister Margaret Strickland, then a minor, 
with brother Anthony Preston for supervisor, the will 
being proved at York 15 December, 1555. 

Henry, the elder son and heir of Stephen Tempest, 
was born about 1526, being declared as aged 22 when 
his father died in 1549, and as already shown, married 
Isabel Percy with her household stuff and portion, and 
settled down to the quiet country life of the day, taking 
his share in the duties of such. In 1553 he made 
exchanges with Christopher Oxenhird, a freeholder, of 
some parcels of land or "falls " which lay intermixed in 
the open fields of Broughton, and thus mutually im-
proved their holdings. In 1563 he was one of the 
Collectors for Staiiìcliffe and Ewecrosse for the Queen's 
Subsidy, paying 53s. 4d. for himself for 40 worth of 
]and.t He was also a breeder of horses which must 
have had some fame, for we find Gilbert Astley of 
Pattyshall, co. Stafford (also owner of Bingley manor), 
suing him for one under the following circumstances. 
Astley being at Broughton about January, 1564-5, noted 
that Tempest had "good geldings in his stables there," 

hcíiw. Inq. p.m., 4 Edward VJ. Pt. 1, No. 106, and 5 and 6 Phil. and Mary, 
Pt. 2. No. 32. 

t Ihouqlifoìi Deeds. No. 48, and fo,ii RThllexdalA J/SS., Various, No. 25. 
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and giving him "a golde ringe and a dagger," persuaded 
Henry to promise to come and visit him at Pattyshall, 
and bring his wife, before Whitsuntide following, which 
if they failed to do, Astley was to have the best gelding 
Tempest had in his stable. The visit was not made, and 
Gilbert considered the horse well worth bringing an 
action at law for. 

In 1566, Henry Tempest succeeded in purchasing the 
manor of Burnsall and Thorpe (through the Proctors) 
from Richard Tempest of Bracewell, whose ancestress 
Grace de Hebden had brought it into the family, and 
where the Tempests of Broughton had long held land, 
the manor being at the present day still held by Henry's 
descendant. 
The year 1 577 found Tempest again to the fore on the 

Muster Rolls, being assessed at the second rate of £20 a 
year, but such was his zeal for the defence of his country 
that he undertook to find men and arms at the higher rate 
and provide "ix. corselets, ix. pikes, ix. Herqueybuzzes 
or Callyvers, ix. murrions, ix. bowes, ix. sheaves of arrows, 
ix. bills, ix. stele coates, xviii. sallettes or stele cotes," 
with eighteen men to wear the same, and he further 
furnished a horse and armour.t This ardour may have 
been a little for self protection to draw away the eye of 
tlìe authorities from his religious views. 

In 1586 there must have been some sort of "undvel-
oped laud" crusade on foot, for a Commission was issued 
"for the finding, lymittinge and boundinge of the xviii. 
part of the manor of Broughton-cum-Elslayke, of right 
belonging to the Queen's Majesty, as parcel of the late 
dissolved Monastery at Pontefract4 A series of about 
twenty questions were framed, as to whether the tenants 
of Broughton had ever in their exchanges of land in 
severalty, encroached on the priory or Queen's lands, and 
whether one Yavasour had, after the suppression of the 
monasteries, entered into lands there, and then corn-

* ('I,ane. 11. and A. Eli:., Series 2, Me. 2, No. 58. 

t Tempe.f JISS., Uox viii., Me. 7. 
E.zeh. Special ('olninix., York, 29 Eliz., No. 2690. 
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pounded with Henry Tempest over them. We have seen 
that in 1544 Sir William Yavasour did convey messuages 
and land in Broughton to Stephen Tempest, and we 
think that some of the land may have been priory land. 
The replies to these twenty questions are vague, but 
Christopher Maiham of Elsiack, esq., aged fifty-eight, 
deposed at Skipton 7 November, 1587, that he had heard 
that some rents called "Pomfret rents," amounting to 
18s., were paid by some of the tenants at Broughton to 
the Queen, also he knew that there were grounds there 
called " Tenawe G-arthe," in the holding of Uxenarci 
(Oxenhird or Oxnard) and Clughe, (this land lies west of 
the hail, the manse being built on one) which were said 
to have been the priory's property.* We have not been 
able to make out whether the Crown succeeded in sus-
taining its claim and cannot trace any payments. The 
amusing episode in the affair is the description of the 
manner in which the Commissioner's precept, or warning, 
was delivered at Broughton Hall. George Bulcock of 
Eland, co.. York, aged 46, being deputed for the service, 
arrived at the hail to find Mr. Tempest absent, so it was 
delivered to his son Stephen Tempest and another man, 
who read it, but as Bulcock moved away he heard one of 
them say, "go villan, go Raskill, go unto theym with yt, 
and looking back he did see a black spanye]l followinge, 
having a paper in his mouth," which Bulcock thought 
was the precept he had handed. Of course young 
Tempest denied Bulcock's deductions and declared that 
the spaniel's name was "Raskill." t In May, 1587, 
Christopher Saxton attested that he was present helping 
Marmaduke Wilson to measure the ground, when they 
were " rescued by Mr. Tempest and his two sonnes in 
the survey," but as Mr. Tempest had " denyed to 
speak"T to them, we think the "rescue" must be intended 
that the surveyors were driven off. 
Henry Tempest entered his pedigree at the Herald's 

Visitations of 1563 and 1585, and at the. latter the 

* 114€'?., No. 2194. t Ihhi, No. 2694. 114€'?., No. 2690. 
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Herald Glover, allowed the arms and crest as now used 
by his descendants, with quarterrngs attributed to Gilliot 
and Thorpe. Up to this date the crest used by the 
Tempests of Broughton appears to have been a storm 
finch. 

In 1591 Henry Tempest assigned to his eldest son 
Stephen, all his manors of Broughton, Burnsall and 
Thorpe, with his messuages and lands in those places 
and in Skipton, on condition that he and his wife Isabel 
were paid yearly £80 in the south 10i'ch of Broughton 
Church. He was also to have retained for his use for his 
life, two horses, or geldings, within the demesne lands, 

kept with necessary and convenient grassinge in 
somertyme and with hay and sta]linge in the winter." 
Further, Henry and Isabel were to have for their lives 
the " use and occupation and possession of one great 
chamber beneath the hall door, in the manor house of 
Broughton and the inner chamber thereunto adjoyning, 
the parlor att the stair or great foote, the porche chamber, 
the new milk house and the little larder house."* These 
rooms were of course all in the old house or " G-illiots 
place," and possibly the great chamber "beneath the hail 
door," is the same as that named as "beneathe the 
floore "in 1549, by Henry's father. It is probable this 
assignment was made to avoid the Recusancy fines, for 
this same year Henry's wife, Isabel Tempest, was fined 
£40 for being a Papist, and again the next year, as was 
also his brother. t Henry Tempest was buried in 
Broughton church, 27 January, 1604-54 though his 
mg. p. m. states he died February 17th. He was found 
to hold the manor of Broughton of Skipton Castle, by 
knight's service for half a knight's fee and by the service 
of finding a bailiff to serve the Earl of Cumberland and 
his heirs in, and through his Bailiwick of Malhamdale if 
required, and a yearly.rent of eightpence. By his wife 
Isabel Percy, who did not survive him, he had five sons, 
one dying an infant, and four daughters. 

* Broughton Deed., N. 76. t Recu.ìif Polls, 34-35 Eliz.. Nos. 1 and 2. 
Arr/ibishopx' I anxcript. at York. * Brmig/,fon .Deed., No. 77. 
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His eldest son Stephen, aged 50 years and more when 
Henry died, married first, about 1572, Anne, daughter 
of Edmund Eltofts of Farnell-in-Craven, who died before 
October, 151, leaving daughters only. He was knighted 
by King James I. at Windsor, 9 July, 1603, along with 
several other Yorkshiremen, possibly at the recommend-
ation of the Earl- of Cumberland, to whom he was 
councillor and friend, for as both Stephen and his wife 
were Recusants, one would hardly have expected the 
Scotch king to have offered the honour. Sir Stephen 
married as second wife, about 1591, Katherine, daughter 
of Henry Lawson of Nesham, Co. Durham, and in 
September, 1613, he and his son Stephen make an agree-
ment as to Dame Katherine's dower, by which she was 
to have and enjoy one parlour called the new dyneing 
parlor, three chambers over the kitchen, one closet in 
the said parlor and one other closet in one of the said 
three chambers next the same parlor, the new chamber 
over the porch, the east end or part of the Dey house, 
the milke house, the Webster house, the garners next the 
kitchen, two stalls on the north side of the new stables, 
the further chamber within the stable, the moiety of the 
brewhoiise, the oxen house, one house or barn called 
Gawthropp house," &c., "which Rornths, houses and 
buildings are parcel of the said manor house or capital 
messuage called Broughton Ha1l.f 

This Sir Stephen was the builder of the present house 
visited by the Society in 1909, and the rooms above 
enumerated were in the new house. We are able to 
make this statement on good authority, namely of another 
Stephen Tempest, who made alterations to the house in 
1755, and who made this memorandum in one of his ac-
count books or ledgers: "Broughton Hall anciently stood 
where the the two canalls or fish ponds are at this time, 
and it was surrounded with a moat supposed for defence, 
and it was removed to where it now stands, by the first 
Sir Stephen Tempest in 1597," dated 17554 Another 

* Metcalfe's Book of KììqIts, p. 144. t Broughton Deed., No. 89. 
Acet. Book, No. 35. 
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memorandum made by the same Stephen Tempest a 
year or two earlier, states that the oak timbers used in it 
were given by George, 3rd Earl of Cumberland, from his 
hark at Carleton, and that the " old hail or Gilliots place 
stood nearer the beck, on the south east of the bridge 
which scanned the water, with the hall barn and Little 
Hall (Marsden Place) close to it, and was moated round 
about. Some of its foundations were dug up in 1730, 
when the canal gardens were made "* No doubt a stone 
over the porch enabled Mr. Tempest to date the house, 
or there may have been papers, now not to be found. A 
sketch made in 1716 by Warburton, the herald, of the 
North elevation probably depicts it much as it was when 
first built, a square house of four storeys. five gables and 
a square projection for porch and rooms above. We 
think that part of it, or its outbuildings may have been 
built on some of the land bought in 1544 from Vavasour, 
and had been Pontefract priory ground, as portions of 
the monastery's land has been traced as lying near. 

Sir Stephen died 20 September, 1625, having had by 
his second wife, Katherine Lawson, eight sons and two 
daughters. This Dame Katherine was a very staunch 
Catholic, being fined £40 for not attending her parish 
church in 1591, which in 1593 was increased to £140, 
and she paid £4 13s. 4d. yearly from Michaelmas, 1627, 
till her death 19 December, 1649, for her Recusancv.t 

Stephen Tempest, the eldest son of Sir Stephen's 
second marriage, was born 1593, and succeeded on his 
father's death in 1625, to about 3400 acres of land, 
meadow and pasture, '24 messuages, 22 cottages, a water 
mill at Broughton and land and a fulling mill in 
Burnsall, with the manors of both places. He married 
first, before 13 June, 1613, Susan the daughter and 
co-heir of William Oglethorpe of Roundhay Grange, esq., 
with whom he acquired a Crown lease of Roundhay 
manor, &c., and later on he purchased other leases of 
land there. Susan died before 7 May, 16284 

* Tempest J188., No. 330. 

1- Recusant Rolix, 34 Eliz., et seq.. the Quietus n her death, Rìmiyhtoì, Deeds 
No. 123. 1 Broug1ton. Deed,, Nos. 50 and 60a. 
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In February, 1625-6, Stephen Tempest received a 
General Pardon from the Crown, which an old endorse-
ment states was "for killing a man in a duel on Scamber 
race course," but the name of the victim is not given .* 
When the Civil War broke out, of course Mr. Tempest 
joined the Royal Standard, and he and his son Stephen 
"at their proper cost raised two troops of horse for the 
service of their lawful Prince,"f and was probably the 
Colonel Tempest "whose quarters," Lord Goringe wrote 
in August, 1644, had been beaten up this night, by 
those of Warrington, with no great loss to the Royalists, 
but 12 men.and a captain to the enemy." This was on 
the march from Lancashire to York, and by October of 
that year his estates were sequestered by reason of his 
being a Papist and in arms. This sequestration meant 
that he must leave Broughton Hall and reside where best 
he could, and he appears to have fallen back on 
Roundhay, where he managed to retain some of his first 
wife's property, though harassed by law suits with Lady 
Hansby, the widow of George Shilletoe, who claimed 
through a complicated title of leases and mortgages, 
which we need not try to follow. Before the war broke 
out, namely in April, 1642, Tempest had demised most 
of his estates in trust for securing the portions of his 
younger children, his brother's annuities, and for the 
payment of the 40s. yearly rent to Richard Tempest of 
Bracewell for the moiety of Broughton, and it was 
through this demise that he had the wherewithal to live; 
though his grandson states that had it not been for 
Sir Arthur Ingram and other good friends, these portions 
and annuities would have been lost. 
The war took heavy toll on the Tempest family, as the 

Broughton squire had two brothers killed in the field of 
battle; Robert, a captain of foot, was slain about 8 June, 
1645, and tradition relates that his death occurred during 
a skirmish close to Broughton Hall, which is probably 

* Thid, No. 57. t Letter by his grandson, 1740. 

9 Rep. Hist. MSS., pt. ii., 436, ilorrisoìi 31S8. and Roy. ('ompo. Papers. 
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true, when one remembers how much fighting went on 
all round Skipton and Thornton about that date. The 
other brother, John, a captain the 6th Regiment of the 
King'sforces in 1642, and afterwards major in a regiment 
of horse, was one of the gallant garrison of Drogheda, 
in Ireland, whom Oliver Cromwell put to death in August, 
1649. A nephew also fell under the Royal Standard, 
Stephen, the eldest son of the squire's brother Richard. 

Mr. Tempest was fortunate in having a faithful and 
honest steward to watch over his interests, one George 
Fell, a tenant at Broughton, who kept a careful account 
of all payments. His account book commences early in 
1648, when he enters April 25th, "for my charges going 
twise to York, 12s. 09d." This was a visit to obtain 
General Lainbert's assistance to effect an ejectment on 
Lady Blansby's tenant at Roundhay, so as to obtain 
possession of the Grange. A shilling was given "for an 
order at the Committee," the "Major General's Secretary" 
was tipped " a crown," and passing through Leeds on 
May 3rd, with Lambert's troopers, he spent 5s. 8d. "with 
the soulcliers," while ale and " tobackoe " for the same 
was bought and a crown given to one of the party,— 
possibly the sergeant in charge,—whose good will it was 
prudent to secure; at any rate the raid was successful, 
for though the tenant's wife and servant received them 
with barred doors, these were broken open. Mr. Tempest 
and his family continued in possession, the house being 
repaired a few weeks afterwards. 

Meanwhile, life at Broughton appears to have gone on 
much as usual, " hay raykes " costing 2d. each, " tarr 
to marke the beasts " and other agricultural expenses 
being entered in the accounts. The quiet of the village 
was, however, stirred when Cromwell came marching 
along from Otley (which he left on August 13th, 1648), 
for Gisburrie and Lancashire. On August 14, '48, Fell 
paid eight shillings "for ayle and bread for Croumwell's 
souldiers," also lOs. for mutton for them ; while on the 
14th when Cromwell reached Skipton, Joseph Littlewood 
received " 26s. for provisions for Captain Peck and 
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Captain Creed," and three days later 18s. was disbursed 
for provisions for " Lt. General Croumwell; " as General 
Birdie and his company lay at Carleton on August 14th, 
on their way from Otley to Stonyhurst, possibly it 
was some of these men who had to be fed. Besides 
these unexpected payments, nearly £00 was paid during 
the year 1648 in " cesses " or assessments, for soldiers 
and their provisions, which must have fallen heavily on 
the remnant of property which Mr. Tempest could call 
his own. 
On the King's death, like so many others, Stephen 

Tempest compounded with the government, and on the 
payment of a heavy fine, succeeded in recovering possess-
ion of his estates before he died. He made his will 29 
October, 1650, in which he bequeathed that certain cattle, 
all the corn, straw and hay lying in the barn at Broughton 
called " my lady's barn," and other corn at Roundhay 
Grange, &c., should be valued and apprized by four honest 
and discreet men of Broughton and Thorner, and sold 
towards the discharge of his funeral expenses, and "the 
moneys due and owing by me to the Commonwealth for 
my manors of Broughton, Thorpe, Burnsall, and Round-
hay, demised this present year to me, or to my use, by 
the Commissioners of Sequestration of the County of 
York." He died 29 April, 1651, the manorial court of 
Broughton being held for Stephen Tempest on Wednesday 
the last day of April, 1651, "the day after the death of 
Stephen Tempest, esq., his father." The freeholders at 
this date were Anne, Countess of Pembroke, Roger 
Gilliburne, Henry Roberts, Thomazine Tempest, widow 
(of the Robert who was killed in the skirmish near 
Brougliton), Isabel Townley, widow, Anthony Lund, 
Henry Clough, Anthony Clough, James Spencer, John 
Loftliouse, and John, son of Stephen Blackbrough.t 
For his second wife Tempest selected Frances, the 

youngest daughter of Sir Cotton Gargrave of Nostell, 
knight, by his second wife Agnes, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Waterton of Walton ; licence for the marriage to take 

* lVelbeck MSS., iii., 175. Boiylitoìi Court Roll, No. 21. 
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place at Sandal Magna being granted in 1629. Besides 
being well born, Frances had a dowery of £1500 which 
no doubt helped to pay the sequestration fines and on 
which, in 1652, she claimed jointure out of her husband's 
estates (Roy. Comp. Papers) ; while in Fell's " accounts 
we find payments made to "my oulde M"»' down to June 
1660. She was probably dead by June, 1663, when five 
shillings was given to Mr. Urmeston (the Broughton 
chaplain), "for my oulde Mre,' I undoubtedly for masses 
after death. By this second marriage Mr. Tempest had 
no issue, but by the first wife, Susan Oglethorpe, he had 
two sons who lived to grow up, Stephen and Thomas, and 
four daughters, two who married and two who became 
nuns abroad. 

Stephen Tempest, the son and heir, was born in 1617, 
and was, like his father, an officer in the Royal army, 
being a captain of a troop in Prince Maurice's life guards, 
and taken prisoner at the battle of Naseby, 14 June, 
1645 ; consequently on his father's death the estates were 
again sequestered, and Lady Hausby's claim to Roundhay 
again brought forward, and though in October, 1652, 
judgment appears to have been given in his favour, 
Stephen had not money enough to compound with the 
government for all his property ; his brother Thomas 
Tempest leased Roundhay Grange from the sequestrators 
for a year or two, then others out-bid him, and the 
Tempests were glad to receive a small sum for their title, 
and they thus lost what would now be a most valuable 
property. 
We do not know how soon after his capture at Naseby, 

Stephen was released, but he was probably exchanged 
for some other prisoner of equal status. Iiì 1649 he was 

cc  at Leeds for my young master at home and ill,  
being procured, while in August he must have recovered 
as five yar Is of Spanish cloth was required "for a su ite 
for my young 1VP" costing £4 lie. 6d., and John Best 
received 55s. for making the same, gloves, a hat, a rapier, 

* Parer's Jíarr. Lit. 
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were also provided, and the gentleman travelled to 
"Elmehoume " or Arthoume (Almholm near Doncaster?) 
The first entry George Fell makes for his new master 

is £80 to Mr. Ryiuer (for the Sequestration Commissioners) 
"in part of y' rent for Broughton," and Tempest appears 
to have lodged with Fell at Broughton, £5 lOs. Od. being 
paid in November, 1652 "for my W quarter table and 
his mail, George Ayreton," while for "9 1 ineales for 
strangers since 23 August to 30 May, 1653," does now 
sound extravagant at 30s. 4d. 
On the 22 April, 1653, the sequestration was removed 

from the Broughton estates, but not in favour of the 
rightful owner, the "Treason Trustees" selling Stephen 
Tempest's life interest in the property (all they had 
power over as the property was entailed) to one John 
Coslan. He was probably only the nominee of Thomas 
Heyber, Henry Arthington, Esq', William Claxton, and 
Gabriel Layton, to whom in May, 1654, the surviving 
trustees of forfeited estates demised the manors of 
Broughton, Thorpe, and Burnsall, with all rights, &c 
the capital inessuage or manor house now or late in the 
tenure of George Fell, with various other messuages and 
lands in Broughton, in all of which said premises Stephen 
Tempest and Thomas Tempest, sons of Stephen Tempest 
(deceased), have estate in entail, &c.* The manorial 
court was held for Reber, &e., in February, 1653-4, 
whereas in December, 1652, it was held for Stephen 
Tempest, when Richard Tempest (an uncle) and 
W. Lambart, the vicar, were amerced for failing to have 
the pin-fold wall repaired. Vicar Lamnbart was also fined 
for not sending any one to help to repair the highway, 
and Jane Walton, a widow, complains that another 
widow's swine had depastured her garden of "onyons, 
parsnebs, and other fruit there,"f 

In spite of all his worries, or perhaps on account of 
them, Tempest decided on marriage, and on the 8th 
March, 1653-4, in the presence of John Tempest, James 

* Royalist coinpo. Papeì, and Broughton Deeds, No. 130. 
f Broughton Court Roll., Nos. 23 and 22. 
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Wright, and Francis Turner, married at Barwick-in-
Elmet, after the three necessary declarations at Wetherby 
Market Cross (and also by the catholic priest at Barnbow), 
Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Gascoigne, of Barnbow, 
Baronet, by his wife Anne, daughter of John Symonds 
of Oxfordshire. Linen and fine clothes were bought for 
the event, a "dymond ring," costing £2 lOs. Od., being 
named in December, 1653, and the next month for 
£2 5s. od., a " gould ring "  was supplied, suggesting the 
bridal circlet. The newly married couple -settled at 
Barnbow, either living with the Gascoignes, or renting a 
house there, but in April the bride was brought to see the 
old home, and in a sad state she must have found it. 
They passed through Otley on the 10th, and arrived at 
Broughton the same day, being received by the tenants 
with ovations, who were feasted and fêted, a piper 
received a shilling for his piping, half-a-crown was given 
to the poor, "three roasting pieces of beef" cost 17s., 
while " 3 boyling pieces" of the same meat were only 
us. 4d., l6lbs, of butter cost but 5s. 4d., a quarter of 
veal was 3s. 7d., white bread and "boilted " bread were 
supplied, also "capers and cowcumbers," birkitts, ale at 
3s. Gd. a barrel, and sack at 8s. the gallon, besides many 
other good things for the table, the "music" for the 
dancing costing ten shillings. The hail required some 
preparation for their reception, and money was paid for 
"scoureing puther" (pewter) and brass, "scoureing 
carpits, helping to wash the IiiiingWeb was used when 
my Mr. and Mrs. was over, besides three days work 
taking down and setting up beds," &c. 

The Tempests returned to Barnbow after the festivities, 
but Stephen was back at Broughton in October, lodging 
with Fell at the hail, and as he gave Henry Coulthurst 
of Gargrave £6 for "a black dog," one imagines that he 
spent some of his time shooting or hunting. A good 
deal of painting and repairs were carried out both at the 
Hall and the Little Hall, and the garden is mentioned 
as receiving attention. A weir was commenced near 
Inger Bridge, when £3 16s. 8d. was paid "for making 

1 
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the weere at Ayr side," and 3s. Gd. was "spent with 
those who went to meet the Countess' men at Ayr side," 
the Countess of Pembroke owning the banks on the 
opposite side of the river. 
A servant went to Barnbow with a load of apples and 

brought in return a quantity of "speres and saplings," 
which were entrusted to the care of Richard the gardener, 
who set them and plashed and pruned the trees. In 
1658. there was evidently a hard frost, for men were paid 
for getting out snow and breaking ice at the mill darn. 
"Two paines of glass for the gallerye" cost 5s., which 
sounds very dear, while the glazier only received nine-
pence for mending ye quire window (in the church) and 
3s. 6d. for repairing the hail windows. Mr. Tempest 
kept his hounds at Broughton during the summer 
(repairing the kennels in 1659) taking them to Barnbow 
in November. 
And here for a time we must leave the story of the 

Tenipests of Broughton. 

SALTPIE. 

Saltpie is a place-name of frequent occurrence in the West Riding. 
and as a field-name its meaning is not obvious. 

On looking up the English Dialect Dictionary we find in use in the 
counties of the Roses a dialect word Saltpie, meaning a salt box, 
especially that homely kind seen in so many West Riding homes hang-
ing against the kitchen wall It is a box with a sharply sloping lid, 
and many a lean-to that one sees in farmyards and lonely fields bears 
a marked resemblance to this common form of salt box. Indeed in 
Lancashire we hear of saut vie /ìiqginqs, i.e., salt box shaped building. 
In the case of a field so called it is easy to understand that when 
a steep-roofed building that once existed therein disappeared, its name 
became attached to its former site. In Bradford we have Saltpie 
Street, off White Abbey, and part of Southfield Lane, Horton, was 
known as Saltpie. The word pie evidently originally had the sense of 
a receptacle, a container, but its source is not known. Possibly it is 
Celtic, for no cognate word is known in the Teutonic group of lan-
guages That crowning glory of housewifely skill, the pie—with its 
manifold succulent variations—would seem to have received its name 
from the receptacle it was cooked in, a transference from the container 
to the cohtents, and a process in a way the reverse of the transferred 
place-name we have just referred to. The Pye Book, an ancient index 
to the Rolls and Records, would seem to afford supporting evidence of 
the receptacular idea originally conveyed by the word pie. J.H.R. 
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THREE ANCIENT CROSSES NEAR 

KEIGHLEY. 

BY 

J. J. BRIGG, M.A, AND FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

IH'R. W. E. Preston's article in Volume III. (N. S.) of 
the Biacifoici Antiquary suggests the advisa-
bility of recording other remains of a similar 

nature ; for though the examples of stone crosses now 
to be described were probably not erected for purposes 
identical with those animating the hewers of Riva Cross, 
all imply similar phases of mediaeval feeling and are now 
but little known to the general public, if not actually 
forgotten. 

The crosses forming the subject of this paper may all 
be guessed to have stood near the centres of population 
in ancient manors ; and, since no doubt some sort of 
ways led to those centres from very early times, and 
since the stones remain by the road side in what appear 
to be at least near to their original positions, we have 
some grounds for assuming that they were placed for 
the purpose of reminding the villagers and wayfarers of 
the religious aspects of life. Oxenhope is still a town-
ship, Laycock* was a Domesday manor, whilst Exley was 
also a manor some three or four hundred years ago (see 
an article by Mr. W. A. Brigg, Bradford Antiquary, 
Vol. lIT. (N.S.) p. 97. 
THE LAY000K Cnoss (Fig. 1), whose shape can be seen 

from the illustration supplied by Dr. Villy, was fixed in its 
Iirese11t position when the 'buck and doe' wall was rebuilt 
by my uncle, Thomas Brigg, of Guard House, more than 

The reputed rnnnor-houses still exist not far f. om the crosses. 
1i�'' 
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forty years ago. Before then it was either lying in the 
ditch or, according to Dr. Villy's informant, buried under 
the foundations of the old wall, in any case quite close 
to its present position. I know of practically no tradition 
regarding it, but it is presumably the cross mentioned in a 
deed dated 1488 by which Henry Kighley, Kt., conveys 
to John Bryge, son of Richard Bryge, and Henry Cock-
croft all his claim to a certain parcel of land in the waste 
of Kighley containing twenty-four acres lying " inter 
villain de Kighley ex parte orieiitali et quandem crucern 
vocatam Lakcoke crux ex parte occidentali buttat super 
quandem rivuluin vocatam Kyghley bek versus australem 
et unum montern vocatam MTyndknole," that is to say, 
"between the town of Kighley on the East side and a 
certain cross called Lahco1ce cross on the West side, 
abutting on a certain stream called Kyghley bek (now 
called the North Beck) towards the South and a certain 
hill called Wyndknole. 
The field (" Sowerlands ") adjoining the cross was 

bought by Jeremy Brigg, of Laycock, in 1718, and by 
carefully comparing other conveyances of property with 
existing field names we arrive at the conclusion that the 
twenty-four acres conveyed in 1488 is the land lying 
between Blind Lane (or West Lane) in Keighley and the 
North Beck, on part of which the mill of Messrs. John 
Brigg & Co. was built. 
The boundaries given in the deed are rather vague, as 

Laycock is a good mile from the outskirts of Keighley, 
but the site is described as part of the waste or common, 
and ill the absence of houses or other enclosures the cross 
at Laycock would be the nearest landmark. 

Dimensions over all :—vertical, 25 inches ; horizontal, 
20 inches ; thickness, 7 inches. 
The cross is to be found in the wall to the south of the 

road from Keighley shortly before entering Laycock, at 
the top of the short hill west of the Council School, and 
about in a line with the end of the row of houses to the 
north of the road. Some of the neighbours have a very 
faint tradition that the cross was a boundary. The 
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designated the 'cross.' It was the pedestal of a stone 
pillar or cross—it might possibly be that of a May-pole." 
Mr. John Clapham can remember the stone being moved 
a few yards to its present position at the end of a wall 
opposite the houses of the hamlet, and on the eastern 
side of the Keigh ley-Oak worth road. Previously it had 
actually stood in the road—not quite at .the side as now 
—and widening and raising the thoroughfare hereabouts 
necessitated its removal. 
The stone is roughly but effectively shaped into the 

form of what may be described as a truncated quadri-
lateral pyramid with the corners extensively bevelled off 
and a socket cut in the upper surface. Part of one side 
has been broken away. 
The approximate dimensions are :—Height, 1 foot 

6 inches ; across base, 2 feet 8 inches ; taper, 4 to 5 
inches; socket, 10 x 8 inches x 2-1 inches deep. 

EARLY BRADFORD PRINTERS. 

THE NlduoLsoNs. 

The present large and flourishing Subscription Library in Bradford was estab-
lished in 1774, and the secretary's minute books of that period contain several 
items of interest relating to the Nicholson family. 

The first mention of any printing being done in Bradford for the Library occurs 
in 1781. The printer was John Nicholson, and his office was at the top of the 
present Albion Court, Kirkgate, and this was doubtless the first printing office in 
Bradford. John Nicholson had two sons, Samuel and George. 

While located in Bradford, the Nicholsons appear to have done most of the 
printing and other work for thé Library, and after the year 1781, the name of 
James Bowling, of Leeds, who had hitherto done most of the printing for Bradford, 
no longer appears in the books. In January, 1791, the following items occur 

Paid John Nicholson for books   A31 3 0 
Paid George Nicholson for printing catalogúes  2 17 0 
Paid Samuel Nicholson for binding   0 7 0 

On the resignation of Mrs. Mercer as Librarian in 1814, John Nicholson was 
appointed her successor at a salary of A20 a year. In 1820, Miss Mary Nicholson 
(probably John's daughter) succeeded to the same post at the same salary. 

The Nicholsons were related to John Nicholson, the "Airedale Poet," and 
printed his earlier poems. On one occasion their stock-in-trade was under distraint 
for debt, and was being knocked down by the auctioneer's hammer; but as the poet 
was entitled tn a half-share in the sale of his poems, he objected to the disposal of 
his books in this summary fashion. He forbade the sale, and when the auctioneer 
ignored his right to interfere, the stalwart minstrel laid hands upon him, dragged 
him down from his perch, and left him sprawling in the street. How matters were 
finally settled the writer has never been able to learn. 

George Nicholson was a remarkable man, and lived to be the means of bringing 
about a great revolution in the publishing trade. After establishing himself at 
Poughil, near Ludlow, he continued for some years to publish books which were 
noted for their good taste, and good printing, and which had, as they well deserved, 
a large circulation. WS. 
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THE ROMAN ROAD NORTH-WESTWARDS 

FROM BRADFORD OR His NEIGHBOURHOOD, 
BY 

FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

%AST year we attempted to follow the beautifully 
preserved piece of Roman Road on Harden Moor 
as far as the Worth river, which we found it 

probably crossed at Staymford, a place most easily 
identified as at or near Low Bridge, Keighley. The 
course over the intermediate mile and a quarter was left 
somewhat indefinite, but luckily it has now been recovered 
for over 150 yards in such a position as to give the whole 
length (including the intersection of the Manchester-
Ilkley road) with at least closely approximate accuracy. 
It therefore becomes advisable to revert to, and to take 
up the tracing from Harden Moor. From slight signs, 
as well as from the 1847 six inch Ordnance Map, it is 
known to have crossed one field, as marked on Fig. 2, (B-C) 
whence it must have continued exactly, or almost exactly, 
as Backshaw Lane does, to run into Ogilby's road from 
Halifax, which (as Hog Holes Lane and Park Lane) runs 
down into Keighley at Low Bridge. For it can be shown 
that an engineered and very strongly built road has 
preceded Backshaw Lane and has turned into the old 
Halifax road, whence the tremendous slopes give no 
possible course except approximately along that road 
though (as indicated in my previous paper) there is some 
faint evidence that the two diverged slightly over much 
of the second half of this length. Now Backshaw Lane 
is still a road of little importance, only used for traffic 
from the quarries and from a few small farms. Previous 

II 

h. 
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to the enclosure of the moors and the opening up of the 
quarries it must have been insignificant ; in fact to the 
south-east of the Backshaw farm the old O.S. map 
marks it simply as a footpath. Therefore an earlier first-
class road along its line can only be the Roman road. 
At D (Fig. 2) faint signs begin, and these rapidly 

assume the appearance of a cutting away of the hill into 
a road like terrace. At E just enough stone is present 
to prove that this really does represent a road ; and at 

F a section gave very remarkable results. Unfortunately 
the trench became waterlogged, so that a photograph or 
accurate plan cannot be given, and a width of only 11 feet 
could be followed. The northern slope has been cut 
away to a vertical depth of 7 feet, at the foot of which 
the foundation has been put in on an approximate level. 
This was of rounded boulders varying from about 6 to 
15 inches in diameter rammed two feet thick in a clayey 
sand foreign to the locality. Upon this lay smaller stone 
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(averaging about 3 inches in diameter) of a similar 
character, and mixed with black earth, in a layer from 
10 inches to 2 feet thick, evidently representing the 
churned up surface layer of the road. Over this lay 
washed down sand to a maximum thickness of 2 feet, 
covered by the sod. The very great strength of the 
foundation is no doubt due to the road having been built 
just here on a very steeply sloping, loose and probably 
damp subsoil. 

It is of interest to note that the middle third of this 
length was sold as an encroachment when the moor was 
allotted, and the marks of an obliterated wall, as well as 
a tradition of its existence, confirm us in believing that 
both old and new roads once ran alongside in one wide 
enclosure. We may conclude also that the pavement 
mentioned by Mr. Speight (Bingley, p. 56) as found in 
altering Hog Holes Lane, was probably the Roman 
foundation, and I am informed that the old quarry road 
joining here (which I have previously claimed as a 
possible explanation of it) was made not more than thirty 
years since. One other point remains. In equating 
Kicheburn with the Worth river in my previous paper I 
gave the old name of the latter as the Sun beck. This 
is quite correct ; but it was also known as the Keighley 
beck, for I find it so marked in maps of about 1820. 
This enhances the probability of the identification. 
We can now understand Holmes, who in his History 

of Keighley, (1858, p. 77), says: "But the road from 
Manchester to Ilkley was crossed at this place by another, 
a portion of which has long been known to the writer. 
It was, previous to the opening of a stone quarry in its 
neighbourhood, strikingly plain and complete. One end 
of it is connected with the old road to Halifax, while the 
other is lost upon the common." No doubt in his earl 
days the whole was clearly traceable. 
About half-a-mile beyond Low Bridge, Spring Gardens 

Lane, the old turnpike to Skipton followed by Ogilby, 

* Sliuwi, me by Mr. W. E. Preston. 
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constructed in 1753 and thrown more or less out of use 
by reconstructions at a lower level, dating from 1782 
onwards, begins, pointing from the bridge. As the 
Roman road is traceable beside it after another mile or so, 
there is no reason to doubt that it marks the course more 
or less exactly all the way; and most of the missing half-
mile through the present town presents some evidence 
of the straight course likely from the nature of the 
ground. 
The original Keighley clustered around the Parish 

Church and the confluence of the North Beck with the 
Worth,* and the original approach from Low Bridge, per-
haps was by "Sluttery Loin" ( Sloe-tree Lane, now 
obliterated), turning to the left from Low Bridge, the exit 
(with a right-angled turn) being not as at present along 
Skiptqn road but by a way running more or less as Cooke 
Lane does now (a little to the east of the present Skipton 
road), from which the line of Spring Gardens Lane was 
taken up at about where the theatre now stands. This 
obliterated prolongation of Spring Gardens Lane (which 
I have marked 10 on the map, Fig. 1, as still existing) 
accounts for a good third of the missing link. Its course 
is well shown on the Allotment Award map of 1782, 
carefully drawn to a scale of 10 inches to the mile ; and 
Mr. F. Williams has proved to me from the Wakefield 
records that it was closed in 1 786 in consequence of the 
construction to the present main road. At the Low 
Bridge end the continuation of the old road preserves 
the line for about 100 yards more, and at least part of 
the course still missing appears to have been marked by 
a lost boundary. Holmes (ibid, p. 15) says ; "The line 
which divides the Skyrack division from East Staincliffe, 
commences where the water of South Chife enters the 
Sun Beck, cuts Low Street about the middle, divides the 
township of Morton from Kild\vick parish, and proceeds 
northwards through Addingham. The boundary line 
was well known to suitors of the District Court previous 

* &e Miles Ode' haP!! (about 1720) in the Keighley Carnegie Library. 
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to the introduction of the Court of Requests; and the 
ancient boundary stone, in Low Street, was distinctly 
remembered by the aged of the last generation." What-
ever the boundary may have been, there seems to be very 
little doubt of its existence - T here is still a faint 
tradition concerning it, and the boundary stone is said 
to have stood by the Fleece Inn. Unfortunately •its 
exact course (except that it cut Low Street in line 
between Low Bridge and Spring Gardens Lane) seems to 
be unascertainable ; but the opinion among old inhabit-
ants indicates that by the "water of South Cliffe," 
Holmes meant the spring running into the Worth by 
Low Bridge. If this is so, the gap unbridged by evidence 
of any sort becomes only a matter of some 250 yards at 
the most. 

Spring Gardens Lane ascends the southern side of 
Airedale, taking advantage to some extent of a natural 
platform, gaining about 300 feet in some two miles ; then 
having reached a slight nick in the crest overlooking 
Steeton from by the Jubilee rfoTel (625'+) it dives down 
an almost equal height into the village in about one-third 
of a iiiile. The hillside admits of a nearly straight 
general course. Nothing is visible of an older road for 
one mile, i.e., in the third field after passing Green Head 
Lane joining from Utley, but thence into Steeton there 
are more or less definite signs for most of the way. We 
may note that in Warburton's time (1720) Steeton village 
was a little off the road to the north, The old mark 
consists of a levelled terrace with traces of a ridge here 
and there, the first half mile being to the north of the 
road and the remainder to the south. Opposite the 
bums the ridge is quite plain) for a few yards, and a 
transverse clearing showed the stonework of the road in 
a very dilapidated condition. Figs. 3, 4 and 5 illustrate 
it. The remains are nineteen feet wide, with a good 
kerb (not all of which is shown in Fig. 4) along the 
southern edge. The northern edge has no kerb now, and 
perhaps there are indications that it was built up in a 
sort of a dwarf wall composed of flat stones stepped back 
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in the ascent. Although but little remains except the 
foundation layer, a good camber is noticeable. The bulk 
of the stone is the more or less angular material natural 
to the vicinity. One point may be dealt with as showing 
its antiquity. It is covered with more than twelve inches 
of black soil towards the south. Now after the present 
road was built just above it, practically no such soil can 
have been washed on to it ; and since the three walls 
shown in Fig. 3 were set up, all washing down must have 
stopped. That is to say, it looks very much as if this 
road was already covered up and forgotten when the 
turnpike was made in 1753 : and compare the words of 
Messrs. Clough and Dawson below. Roman coins have 
been found at Yew Bank close by (v. Appended Note, II.) 
The traces to the north of the road disappear after about 
half-a mile, apparently being covered by the turnpike 
then after a break of perhaps 300 yards the low ridge 
appears to the south of the road on nearing the crest, 
and down the Old Bank into Steeton faint traces seem to 
wind a little, still on the south side, rejoining just after 
entering the village. There seems to have been another 
divergence to the south through the present village itself, 
where parts of an old lane (now blocked in several places 
by buildings) seem to show the line. An old inhabitant 
has told me that this lane, as well as the turnpike in 
both directions, used to be known as Wood Street; and 
this name is still given to the piece in use. 
The time has now come for referring to several 

authorities who mention the road hereabouts. Mr. J. 
Clough (History of Steeton, p. 1), after giving rumours 
of a Roman road crossing the Aire* and going up the Old 
Bank (i.e., at this last point in the direction we are 
following), says : "Traces were met with in the begin-
ning of the present century (the nineteenth), when the 
commons were enclosed ; its direction evidently pointed 
to the Roman station of Slack." Such would he the 

He probably means the road dealt with in Appended Note I. It is not 
Roman. 
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natural guess with regard to what has been described. 
It is a pity that he gives no further details. 

Mr. Dawson (Loose Leaves of craven history, 11. 
p. 241), says : " It (i.e. Wood Street) left the old road 
which leads over the moor to Keighley (i.e. the turnpike 
just followed by us), behind the present pinfold (now a 
District Council Office) and passing over the common 
south from the road, where traces of it were met with in 
the beginning of the last century when the commons 
were eiiclosed." Slight signs already noted seem to 
confirm this. Observe that each writer speaks of an old 
and forgotten road having been found and that one calls 
it Wood Street. Mr. Speight (Upper Wharfedale, p. 
196 and Airedale, p 197), says that "an 01(1 lane leading 
from the south end of the village was, until the new 
road was made, called Wood Street." As we shall see, 
the name Wood Street recurs a little distance ahead, 
and the probabilities are that the whole turnpike here-
abouts, whether exactly on the Roman line or not, once 
bore that name, and that it has stuck more pertinaciously 
in two particular localities. 

J. Whitaker (History of Manchester, 2nd ed., 1., p. 
194), also speaks of a IRoinan road hereabouts, and in the 
direction followed and to be followed. Concerning the 
I{oinaii way north westwards from Ilkley, near Adding-
haiìi (marked in Fig. 1), he says :-" Here it is parallel 
with and a few yards to the north of the present way to 
Skipton, and crossed nearly at right angles by the road 
to Coirie; which falls afterwards into another nearly 

parallel with both, though a good deal more southerly 
than either. And from this line it appears not to have 
been. directed to Come at all. It points plainly some 
miles to the north of that town and some to the north 
of Skipton, and bears upon Broughton." This can hardly 
refer to anything except our road. 

Holmes (Ibid., p. 78) probably rather speculatively and 
on what evidence we know not, speaks of a Roman road 

dividing at Steeton, one branch going to Come and onenearly straight over the hills via Gisburn to Lancaster. As 
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we shall see, the second of his branches seems to be right, 
at any rate for some distance ; and he had probably heard 
rumours of the traces to be described later ; for a 
thoroughly trustworthy elderly informant who prefers to 
remain anonymous, tells me that some forty years since 
the older generation of farmers very well knew the 
former course of the road beyond Crosshills to have been 
much as I shall describe it. From all this it will be 
gathered that there is a formidable body of authority 
and tradition for the general lure of the road hereabouts 
and onwards, as well as for the name Wood Street. 

It now becomes necessary to consider the two old 
roads which run from Steeton to Eastburn Bridge and 
the quite modern village of Crosshills, and to establish 
the main line of cornmuiiication before and during the 
early turnpike days, for a good deal of misconception 
exists. My chief authorities are Ogilby's Road Book 
(1675); Warburton's Map of Yorkshire (1720), both pre-
turnpike productions ; Jeffrey's Map, made whilst* the 
earliest edition of the turnpike was in use; various deeds 
in the registry at Wakefield; and Minutes of the Trus-
tees of the Keighley-Kendal Turnpike, also at Wakefield. 
For a copy of the latter, as well as of Warburton's notes 
for his map in the Lansdown MSS. (which notes are 
much more useful than the finished map) I am indebted 
to Mr. J. J. Brigg. Both Warburton and Jeffrey very 
plainly follow the same line, that marked 2, 3, 9, 5, 6, 7, 
and 8 in Fig. 1. Ogilby is much less definite, but 
probably means the same—certainly he does with regard 
to 9, 5. The lowér communication, 1, 2, from Keighley 
was made in 1782, the part 3, 5 in 1790, and 6, 8 in 
1824. Piece 3, 9 was offered for sale in 1792, and sold 
in 1801 ; it is omitted from Greenwood's map (1817), 
which shows the main road as at present. This piece is 
clearly what Clough (Ibid., p. 39) calls Wood Street, 
and tradition as well as the Trustees' Minutes support 
him conclusively. At the same time at least so much 

* The owner knows much of its course through having struck it in draining. 
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of the present main road as formed part of the early 
turnpike was perhaps also known as Wood Street. We 
have already noted a tradition (p. 124). Wood Street 
House (3) (now known as Harewood Hill) was not built 
until about 1850, i.e., long after 3, 9 had disappeared, 
and it may be regarded as unlikely that it was named 
after a long destroyed road. And Wood Street Close is 
marked (4, Fig. 1) beside the main road a little beyond 
the turn at 3, in a township map of 1822 shown me by 
Mr. Dixon. Holmes (Ibid., p• 78) also refers to a Wood 
Street at Steetoii in his days (1858), but by this he may 
have meant the part already traversed in the village. 
The way in which the old turnpike kept the straightest 

line, possible along the lower part of the hill for the 
crossing of Eastburn Beck (the bridge is an old one, re-
built, according to Clough, p. 37, in 1647), and the foot 
of the long ridge subsequently ascended, before reaching 
which it resumed the previous line, suggests that it was 
once a comparatively straight route through the site of 
the present hamlet of Eastburn, the curious right angled 
turns at 3 and 9 being subsequent deviations. And this 
seems pretty clearly to have been so. Although there is 
no record of a road from 3 to 5 previous to 1790, 
in the next field but one along this length before 
reaching Eastburn, there is such a strong layer of placed 
gravel along a line immediately south of the present way 
that it can hardly be explained except as the remains of 
a well-built previous road ; and in the next field there is 
a plain mark in the same position very closely resembling 
the track of a big road (J, Fig. 1). This disappears 
under the houses, and contains but little stone now. 
Note that it just missed the original site of Eastburn, 
which lay a trifle to the north. 

In position and laying out this road more nearly 
resembles Roman choice of ground than does thesecon 
old road from Steeton to Crosshills, which, parting from 
the present main road at 2, is known as Pot Lane, and, 
after passing Park House, joins the old turnpike at 9. 
'111ujs is clearly a very old road, and is said (certainly in 
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error) to be the old turnpike. There are hints (notably 
at B) that it has been to some extent a stone-built road 
at one time ; but the curved course, as well as the position 
in the lower and almost swampy parts of the valley, does 
not altogether suggest that it represents the Roman line. 

Leaving this somewhat doubtful length, we seem to 
reach certain ground again soon after Eastburn bridge, 
for the present road ascends the crest of a long ridge 
through the modern village of Crosshílls in such a way 
that it cannot fail to represent for some half-mile the 
Roman road recoverable at Well Head (C, Fig. 1). This 
road must be what Ogilby marks as a branch to Kendal, 
and Warburton (in his notes) as to Elslack. It has every 
appearance of once having been a through road, the first 
edition of the turnpike (7, 8, Fig. 1), having deviated 
from it at right angles to reach Kildwick and Skipton. 
Now leading to Lothersdale, it is proved to be of pre-
turnpike age by the "Old White Lion" alongside it 
bearing date 1735 Just to the south of Kildwick 
station (near 7) the old six-inch Ordnance Map shows 
that urns and burnt bones have been found. This 
occurred at the making of the railway, when a large 
hillock of sand was dug away. It appears to have been 
a natural formation and there is no evidence that a 
barrow existed. The pottery cannot be traced now. We 
can only say that the situation is unusual for a pre-
historic burial ; no Anglian interments seem to be known 
in Craven, and possibly the urns may have been of the 
Roman period. The next signs of the actual Roman 
road become visible near Ling Haw stables and proceed 
thence, gradually becoming plainer, under Well Head 
(C, Fig. 1), dated 1781, and pointing under Garforth 
Lathe. The line is almost straight, curving to the slope 
in places, and makes for the nick between Gib Bill and 
its offshoot, Gallows Hill (800' +), which nick seems to 
have been selected as a mark. That is to say, it can 
hardly have been designed to reach Lothersdale (as the 
present road is) or any modern or mediaeval site here-

abouts. Nor can it be accounted for as an approach to 
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the old lead workings hereabouts ; for it is too substan-
tially made and carefully engineered for anything of the 
sort, and it is not (as would probably be the case on such 
a supposition) composed of materials taken from the 
shafts, but of natural surface stone. Besides, the tradi-
tion is that in old days the ore was taken to Sutton 
Clough (in quite a different, direction) to be smelted, and 
this seems to be true on other grounds also The old 
shafts were mostly quite superficial and dug in the out-
cropping ore ; but in one case a depth of twenty-four 
fathoms had been sunk without blasting. No more exact 
date can be given. (Eddy, Fioc. Yorks. Geolog. and 
Polytech. Soc., 1882, p. 63 et seq.). 
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On approaching Well Head the remains are those of a 
levelled terrace with a variable amount of stonework 
remaining, the section generally being much like that at 
the Hollins (Fig. 5). The two farms mentioned were 
built on the line, and this shows that the road was already 
disused when Well Head was formed out of the moorland 
broken up in consequence of an Enclosure Act of 1778. 
Field walls stand both across and along the line, which 
has been ploughed over completely in places. Two trans-
verse sections have been cut, and both show the remains 
of a substantial but much destroyed road. Fig. 6 gives 
a view of the better preserved piece. The stone here 
runs up to fifteen inches thick, the lower layers (placed 
on the cambered subsoil) tending to be composed of larger 
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stones than the upper. There is no definite kerb on the 
southern side, though larger stones exist thereabouts and 
may be the remains of such a structure. A diverticulum 
has been cut in order to show them. The width of stone 
remaining is about eighteen feet, the thickness diminish-
ing gradually to a quite indefinite and ragged northern 
edge. Taking tradition, our authorities, and all the 
evidence into consideration it is practically certain that 
this evidently antique and once excellent road is the 
continuation of the one which we have been following; 
but unfortunately this is the last piece yet recovered 
with anything like certainty. However various indica-
tions, as well as the tradition already mentioned (p. 124), 
give a real probability that it communicated with the 
Elsiack fort more or less directly. Though there are no 
traces, most likely it took a slight* turn to the right on 
emerging from between the two hills, and, just avoiding 
the difficulties of Nether Gill and Pismire Gill, left 
Street Head farrnt a few yards to the right and continued 
by a series of tracks traceable thence almost continuously 
to Elslack. But a close examination of the ground gives 
no hope of recovering the road itself. A large (about 10 
acres) quadrangular entrenched area at Cross Green, a 
few yards to the left of this line, does not appear to be 
Roman. The tracks mentioned, -pointing exactly from 
the last trace near Garforth Lathe, begin on the moor 
just above Street Head4 show a tendency to turn on the 
ridges in Roman manner, and keep for the most part a 
trifle to the left of the Loth ersdale-Elslack road from the 
junction with Park Lane to the cross roads above Stand-
rise plantation. At one place there is a perfectly straight 
line running for about one hundred yards and consisting 
of a cambered surface about twenty feet wide. This is 
just what would remain if the stones of a Roman road. 

* A course directly ahead is blocked by the difficult heights of Pinhow. 

f The accommodation road from the farm towards Conon]ey has a very Roman 
appearance, but digging shows it to be composed mainly of an earthen bank with 

a stone surface. 
There are traces of old °L en lead workings here also. 
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had been removed. From the plantation the tracks are 
to the right of the generally straight road thence to 
Elsiack, but disappear when the moor is left for culti-
vated ground, where there is nothing to show beyond 
the present road except the remains of a hollow lane 
straightening the line as the village is approached. 

If this is the right line—and the slopes almost 
forbid any other course—the road may have termi-
nated near the fort by junction with that eastwards 
from Ribchester. But it may be considered unlikely 
that it stopped at such an unimportant place after 
having run so far: and though the country ahead 
has been very inadequately explored as yet, some indica-
tions of a continuation have, been found. A batch of 
five "street" names exists within some 200 yards of 
each other on the Skipton-Gisburn road between Monk 
Bridge and Crooks House, and may well indicate a 
Roman line across that road. There is a path from 
Horton (close by) falling into line with the old road 
across the Ribble at' Paythorn, and along the sides of 
this road clear traces of a well engineered gravel ridge-
road of the appropriate width can be followed on both 
sides of the river (which it apparently forded about 100 
yards above the old bridge) and onwards beside the 
present road through the village and then by a disused 
and clearly ancient way in a perfectly straight line to the 
top of the hill at Pie Cross plantation. This length of 
two miles is very suggestive, but the early road is so 
poorly preserved that as yet excavation has failed to 
prove its Roman origin. For the present the matter 
must be left undecided, though two further points may 
well be noted; (1) cc street " names occur ahead, at 
Toside and also north-east of that place; (2) the road 
from Ribchester to Overborough is marked on the 
Ordnance Map as turning up Croasdale, crossing the 
western slopes of Botton Head Fell and so continuing 
by the west of Botton Head to Ivah. Yet Rauthmell's 
continuator (evidently a careful observer) and Watkins 
(Roman Lancashire, P. 80, 81) take it over Whitera 
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Fell. The two courses do not seem to be compatible, 
and there may have been two roads hereabouts, the 
Whitera one being that which we have been following.* 
The tracing of this road is difficult enough, and un-

satisfactory in some respects; but the piece on Harden 
Moor proves beyond doubt that it existed, and with but 
little break we have evidence of an ancient road con-
tinuing it in both directions between at least the levels 
of Bradford and Elislack (whatever its precise position 
may have been at these two points), and presenting 
Roman features here and there. There is really no 
reason to doubt that this road was all one. And there 
is evidence producing it still further in both directions. 

Unless Elsiack be on the road, no fort or other Roman 
settlement can be brought into direct connection with 
it. On the other hand the bulk of mediaeval sites about 
the line appear to have been a little off it. Of Bradford 
and Elslack we cannot speak with certainty; but Wilsden, 
Harden, Keighley, Utley, Steeton, Eastburn, and 
Glusburn were all pretty clearly somewhat on one side 
or the other. 

It remains to consider the meaning of this remarkable 
road. So far as one can judge, it is likely to have parted 
from Ermin Street (western branch) somewhere between 
Doncaster and Castleford; and, at least in a general 
way, it preserves the line taken for some 25 miles by 
that branch after leaving the main trunk to Wintering-
ham a few miles north of Lincoln. As a speculation, 
therefore, it is permisible to hint that it may have been 
based upon Lincoln. Again, it aims to reach much the 
same country as the road from York via Ilkley, which 
can be followed to beyond Long Preston (part of this 
length is marked on Fig. 1) and continued less definitely 
to beyond Giggleswick—as if it were designed to com-
municate with Overborough, or perhaps with country 

* Rau hmel himself (A ntiquilcifes Bremetonacenee 1824, p. 21) goes by Cross 
of Greet, which apparently means by Whitera also ; his continuator (]bd., p. 133) 
by Whitera ; Whitaker (fItoìy qf Whalley, 3rd ed., p. 28) by Cross of Greet ; as 
also Warburton's Map, though na Ingleton Watkins by Whitera. The accepted 
course seems to be as marked in the O.S. Mr. Just could not trace it here. 
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beyond that fort. And from the level of Bradford 
onwards the two converge so gradually as to be almost 
parallel and only a few miles apart. It may fairly be 
suggested that the easiest way in which to account for 
this peculiar parallelism is by assuming that the road 
from York was built to replace the more southerly one 
when Eboracum became the headquarters of the Ninth 
Legion and the military base for the east of Britain. 
This Legion is supposed to have been moved on from 
Lincoln during the governorship, either of Petilius 
Cerialis or Agricola, i.e., between the years 70 and 80 A.D. 
Even our present knowledge gives weight to the specula-
tion : and if the further course of the road is ever proved 
to have been such as I suppose, it may throw valuable 
light on the history of the Roman conquest of northern 
Britain ; for it is not always recognised that Petilius 
Crealis penetrated, or at least made any serious attempt 
to settle the hill country inhabited by the Brigantes. 
At any rate if the connection with Lincoln is established 
we shall be able to say that such a road would appear 
to be very unnecessary, from the military point of view, 
after York had been occupied, and except for military 
purposes it can have had no serious use at all. 

It remains to thank those who have kindly helped in 
this research: a few names have already been mentioned. 
As usual Mr. J. J. Brigg, Mr. Rosse Butterfield, and 
Dr. Rowe have aided in various ways. Several members 
of the Cross Hills Naturalists' Society have interested 
themselves, and of these I name Mr. J. Holmes, Mr. A. 
D. Kemp, and Mr. Hiscoe. Landbwnei's and tenants 
have raised no objection to excavation, and for this I 
must especially thank Mr. F. R. Petty (on behalf of 
Mr. F. W. L. Butterfield, Mr. J. A. Slingsby, Mr. J. S. 
Petch (on account of Major Tempest), Mr. Coleman, 
and Mr. S. Clough, also Messrs. Stott, meson, Archer, 
Taylor, and Teale. Mr. A. S. Dean is responsible for 
Figs. 3 and 4. The Ordnance Survey authorities have 
kindly answered many enquiries. 

.1 
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 

1 —Plan of the district involved. Plantations are dotted. A - I are 
places dug with definite results. 

It will be noticed that two Roman roads are marked besides 
the subject of this paper: (a) Referred to in the text, goes from 
York to Ilkley and the north-west, via the Gargrave district; 
(b) Proceeds eastwards from Ribchester, via Elslack, Skipton and 
Draughton, probably to Aldborough 

Several "camps" are marked. Except the fort at Elsiack 
these show no signs of being Roman. 

2.—Plan showing the course from Harden Moor towards Keighley. 
3. - Transverse clearing of the road at the Hollins : northern edge. 

(Photo. by A S D.). 
4.—Transverse clearing of the road at the Hollins : southern edge. 

(Photo. by A.S.D.). 
5.—Planned section of the road at the 1-bums. Only the more 

important stones are marked individually, the rest being at 
correct levels and of approximately correct sizes. Trench cut 
from 1 to 2. 

6 —Transverse clearing of the road at Well Head, cut through for 
half width and with a longitudinal clearing of the southern edge. 
(Photo. by F.V.). 

APPENDED NOTE 1.—A supposed Roman road branching from the 
Street at Gildersber, near Addingham, and proceeding into 
Airedale. 

A passage from Whitaker's Whalley (1st ed., p. 410—omitted 
from all other editions) reads :-" From Gildersber another branch 
striking off in the right line from Ilkley to Come is visible on the 
way to Silsden. and again appears near Steeton, about which place it 
is known as Wood Street." It is as well to deal with a certain 
amount of existing evidence, most, if not all, of -which seems to be 
delusive 
(I) Opposite Gildersber the Street runs along a ridge, with a gully to 

the south Here there are evident signs of a bank having been 
thrown across and of a track having been dug up the slope 
towards Gildersber. The track is a terrace only some twelve 
feet wide, and the bank consists entirely of clayey soil, probably 
derived from the dug terrace. There is stonework leading from 
the Street towards these signs. It is nine feet wide in a single 
thin scattered layer of small local stone. There plainly has been 
an old made road in this direction, but nothing points to a Roman 
origin. 

(2) Following the old Ilkley-Silsden road, as we descend into Airedale 
by Brown Bank Lane, near Crag House there are plain traces of 
an earlier edition immediately east of the present road; and the 
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western wall of the road, as well as the eastern wall of this 
earlier edition are marked as boundaries in the [847 six-inch 
O.S. map. But these traces, though apparently resembling 
Roman work, consist of two parallel grooves with the interme-
diate part untouched, rather than a raised bank with side-ditches. 
Probing shows no stonework. Probably these marks are the 
ones referred to in the passage cited above. 

(3) As this old road approaches Silsden it is known as "the Street." 
It was never the village street, but only an approach to the 
village, and until recently it was not built up. It crosses Silsden 
Beck by "Street bridge." There is great difficulty in knowing 
how much weight to attach to the name under such conditions 

(4) On the Steeton side of the Aire and partly in Steeton hall grounds 
to the west of Steeton Beck is a very plain old raised road 
pointing from Silsden (G, Fig. 1). On cutting a section it is 23 
feet wide over all at the base, three feet on each side being taken 
up by the remains of enclosing walls. The intermediate 17 feet 
is mostly occupied by road material (chiefly river-gravel) built 
up three feet high in layers with a good camber. It would be 
extremely difficult to say that this was not Roman (with later 
enclosing walls) if fragments of pottery were not numerous 
right to the bottom. None of these seem to be much more than 
200 years old. It is peculiar that this good and comparatively 
modern road should have dropped out of memory entirely, and 
in this respect it illustrates the pitfalls awaiting the unwary 
searcher for Roman roads. Jeffreys marks the Silsden road as 
approximately in this position. 

If a Roman road really existed in this direction one would be 
inclined to guess that it crossed the Aire at the natural place 
(Kildwick) and then went forward by Sandyforth Lane, certainly 
a very old way, straight, and a boundary for some distance. In 
that case it would probably line up with the isolated piece marked 
in the O.S. maps at Read, on the south-west of Pendle Hill, and 
so probably to Ribchester. But the whole matter is quite 
obscure at present. 

APPENDED NOTE 2.—Roman Coins found at Yew Bank, Utley. 

When Yew Bank was built some fifty years since, the workmen 
turned up a number (apparently not large) of Roman coins. Eight of 
these are in the possession of the original owner's widow, who has 
allowed me to refer them to Mr. H. If E. Craster for an expert report. 
The notes which he has kindly transmitted are as follows 

1. Claudius Gothicus (A.D. 268-270). 
Obv. Divo CLAUDJO. Rev. CONSECRATIO. 

2. Victorinus (A D. 268-270). 
Obv. IMP C VICTORINUS P F AUG. Rev. ÏNVICTUS. Sun 
god advancing left, raising right hand and holding whip. In 
field a star. Cohen 50. 

JJ 
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3. Same obverse. Rev. PIETAS AUG. Pietas left, sacrificing at 
altar. Cohen 90. 

4. Tetricus (A.D. 270-273). 
Obv. IMP C TETRICUS P F AUG. Rev. SALUS AUGG. 
Salus left, feeding serpent and holding anchor. 

5 and 6. Two coins of barbarous fabric. 
7 and 8. Two illegible coins." 

Though of a similar diameter, 5 and 6 are a good deal thicker than 
the rest, and one bears several rows of punched marks. All are small 
brass 
These coins are common, and belong to a period during which 

hoards were often deposited; and though no receptacle was found, no 
doubt they once formed part of a small collection. Spurious coins of 
this date are also frequent. 
Though not much stress can be laid upon any inference, the presence 

of coins so near a Roman road is of interest, and probably indicates 
some vague and irrecoverable connection between the two. 

FROM AN OLD POOR RATE BOOK. 

Necessitys for the Poor of Cowling for the year 1750. 

£ s. d. 
June 9 To Martin Smith for Rob, Smith House Rent 8 0 
July 3 To Tho8 Dean Lad one shirt  1 9 

30 To Bernard Emmot 5 yards of cloth   4 8 
Sep. 9 To Thos Dean Lad 2 pairs of clogs  2 1 

10 Ironing the same to Peter Watson  0 7 
Nov. 3 Thos Dean Lad for 2 new coats 2 yards of cloth 

yard and half wide at 3 8 
p r y d 6 4 

Trimming for the same  0 11 
14 To the Taylor for making the same  1 8 
27 To Jn° Sunderland for the Funeral Exspences of 

Phebe Wooler   12 0 
29 Apprentice money with Dean Lad the older to 

Jn° Ruthworth   2 8 0 
For Indentures   4 0 

30 For footing a pair of Stockings for Dean Lad 0 4 

Dec. 30 To Hugh Smith for Jn' Nayler House Rent for 
1749   5 0 

Jan. 8 Apprentice money with [Dean] Lad younger to 
\Tj}lian Sunderland   2 10 0 

Indentures   4 0 

WILLIAM SMITH, Overseer. 



NOTES ON THE REBUILDING OF SOME 

MilE AND CALDER BRIDGES 

IN THE REIGNS OF QUEEN ELIZABETH AND 

KING JAMES 1. 

BY 

WILLIAM E. PRESTON. 

tHERE is no form of human enterprise more condu-
cive to the successful development of a country 
than that which concerns itself with the provision 

of good roads and bridges. Without these conveniences 
the intercourse of man with his fellows would be greatly 
restricted, commercial relations would he impossible of 
development, and those civilizing influences which are the 
result of man's ready association with his fellows would 
not have become apparent. 
No small part of the history of our own country is 

concerned with its roads and bridges, and of such works 
many are of considerable antiquity, going back in the 
case of the former to prehistoric times, and in the latter 
to the days of the Roman occupation. 
We shall be within the bounds of historical accuracy 

in supposing that as a means of communication between 
one tribal settlement and another, certain convenient and 
recognised tracks over the face of the country became 
established. These would invariably lead across the least 
inaccessible parts, where the dangers of forest, swamp, 
and river were least likely to be met with. Possibly the 
direction of these tracks was affected chiefly by the size 
and depth of rivers, for where a broad and deep river 
was encountered the progress of a traveller was arrested, 
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and it became necessary for him to exercise considerable 
ingenuity in order to overcome the obstacle. In 
crossing them he was expo$ed to grave riskš of losing 
his life unless he selected some part where shallows 
afforded him safe foothold. On these shallows which 
after a time became recognised fords many of the cross 
country roads converged, and became the scene in subse-
quent years of considerable activity. It is an interesting 
point as to how far shallows in rivers were the deciding 
factors in the sites of villages. In many cases of course 
villages owed their existence to their proximity to strong-
holds and positions of strategical strength. On the other 
hand (as in the case of our own town) it must have been 
the shallow fords that decided their sites. A third prime 
factor in site causation was the intersection of important 
roads, 

These fords, doubtless, toward§ the twelfth and thir-
teenth centuries, as the needs of the country increased in 
the matter of facilities for travel and for the transmission 
of goods, cattle, and other products, gave place to erec-
tions of wood, or to ferry boats, which iriade it possible 
for travellers in rainy seasons. when fords were impass-
able, to cross rivers and proceed on their journeys. 

Most of these ancient tracks are anterior in date to 
the Roman occupation, and some of them no doubt were 
followed by the Romans when their engineers laid down 
their great roads from one end of England to the other, 

but it can hardly be supposed that the magnificent roads 
then made by the Romans monopolised the traffic, 
although for directness of travel between certain points 
they were very largely made use of long after the Roman 
evacuation and many of them up to the present time. 
On the river Aire there are several ancient fords which 

can only be exactly identified at the present day with 
difficulty, and most of the so-called "pack-horse roads in 
Airedale" make for these crossings. Between Keighley 
and Leeds are to be found the best examples. 
it would be, however, outside the province of this 

paper to dwell upon the history of bridge building in 
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this country, but it is to the Romans that we owe the 
building of our earliest stone bridges, and the use of 
the arch as one of the architectural features of their 
construction. Few unquestioned examples of Roman 
work of this character remain for our study, but several 
notable structures of Norman work of this class are still 
to be seen. 
The necessary accompaniment of good roads being 

good bridges, the provision of both has been an im-
portant part of the civil administration of the country, 
especially so from the sixteenth century, since when 
iiinunìerable statutes have been enforced in regard to 
their control and repair. By the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries the highways and bridges of the kingdom had 
become part of the national institutions. Powers for the 
repair and rebuilding of existing structures were given 
to Justices of the Peace at their Sessions as early as the 
reign of Edward the 3rd, and by a statute of the 22nd 
year of King Henry the 8th it was enacted "That where 
a decayed bridge is, and that it cannot be proved who 
nor what lands be chargeable to the repairing thereof 
four justices of the Peace within the shire or Riding 
where such decayed bridge is, may within the limits of 
their said Commissions call before them the Constables, 
or two of the most honest inhabitants of every town or 
parish within the shire wherein such bridge or any parcel 
thereof shall happen to be, and the said justices (upon 
the appearance of such constables or other inhabitants 
and with their assent) may tax every inhabitant in any 
such town or parish to such reašonable sum of money as 
by their discretions they shall think convenient as well 
for the repairing of such bridge as also for making and 
repairing of any highways lying next adjoining to the 
end of any such bridge." After such taxation the 
Justices of the Peace caused lists of the names of all 
persons of each parish so taxed to be prepared. 

To carry out the collection of revenues thus obtained 
by local taxation, two collectors were appointed who 
received all moneys, made disbursements, and showed 
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receipts for the same to the Justices as occasion re-
quired. 

It is an unfortunate circumstance that the earlier 
Sessions Rolls are missing, and therefore we are deprived 
of much curious matter concerning the early history of 
the West Riding, but from some documents in private 
hands we have gleaned the following particulars. From 
these we gather that a bridge was erected at Ellaud in 
the year 1579, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
The bridge was evidently an important one, for over it 
passed considerable traffic from Lancashire and the south-
west of Yorkshire to the northern parts of the county, 
and to the market towns of Halifax and Bradford and 
other places beyond. It appears that in 1579 the bridge 
over the river Calder was in a decayed and unsafe condi-
tion, and it was decided to replace it with one of stone. 
The document does not state whether the bridge which 
it was intended to supplant was of wood or stone. To 
further the work several substantial inhabitants of Ellanci 
of that day were appointed as overseers of the work, 
namely : Edmund Whithull, William Wilkimisoime, John 
Snìyth younger, rllholflas Goodheire, John Wilkinson, 
William Marshall and Henry Robinson, and they entered 
into an agreement with Richard Ashe, of Hope, in Derby-
shire, freemason, Anthony Whiteheade, of Ernmotte,* and 
John Reade, roughmasons, to carry out the proposed 
erection. The indenture of agreement, which is a lengthy 
and verbose document, contains many curious particulars, 
It was agreed that Ashe, Whitehead and Reacle should 
'cause to be builded' one good and substantial bridge of 
stone over the water of the Calder against the town of 
Elland, upon or within ten yards of the one side of the 
old decayed foundation, and that they should build the 
bridge with two substantial "juells or pillors" in the water 
and three bowes or arches, with a frame of timber to be 
under the said jewells if need be, and the springers four 
yards and two inches at least, the vassers of the bridge 

* Query Einrnott Hall, near Wr collai 1 
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to be set forth on either side of the arches eight inches 
at the least. A table of hewn stones to be set forth the 
length of the said bridge of four inches and a half at the 
least. The landstayes to be of such dimensions as should 
be thought most convenient by Mr. Robert Savile and 
Mr. Henry Savile, of Blather-royde. The paving of the 
bridge and the land stayes to be of well brooched stones 
and the battlements of well hewn stones one yeard in 
height. 

The builders were to break at their own proper costs 
and charges the stones for making the bridge, on the 
south side of the Calder in a place called the Towne end 
bancke, betwixt the Milne gate head, and the WToodde 
end. 
As t the groundworks or foundations ef the said 

jewels and laiidstayes they were to be examined and 
approved by Henry Savile, Henry Ferror and John 

Maude, and the bridge was to be kept in repair for one 
year at the sole cost and charges of the builders, they to 
keep twelve able men at the least to help in the setting 
of the jewells, casements, springers and ladiúg of water, 
and that the mime dam of the town of Elland should be 
open and that the builders should be paid the whole or 
just sum of three score and five pounds. 
A covenant as to the time which the bridge should 

take in building was inserted in the document. The 
builders were to bend or cause to be bended the sayd 
bridge over the water of Calder at or before the first day 
of August next coming. So that the signtrees might be 
taken away before the sayd day, and that they should 
cause the bridge to be finished in a workmanlike manner 
in every respect on or before the féast of All Saints 
following. From this we gather that the bridge was 
begun and completed in five months. 

T he obligations under which the builders were bound 
must have assured good work, and might well be a lesson 
to modern builders. 
To our own immediate district we may now direct our 

attention. Between the Aire and Calder there is not a 
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river which would demand a bridge of any importance, 
and the service of a free mason was not likely to be 
requisitioned. The Bradford Beck, however, was no 
doubt a troublesome stream to deal with at tunes, and as 
Bradford was a market town with several important 
roads passing through it, bridges had to be erected at 
several places for the convenience of travellers. The 
sites of the bridges in this town are well known. They 
were apparently of some antiquity, for according to a 
manuscript* in the Hopkinson collection, seen by John 
James, it appears that in the fortieth year of the reign 
of Queeu Elizabeth (1598) the bridges of Bradford 
were presented to the West Riding Sessions as being in 
a very ruinous state. The following is the order of 
Sessions made thereon :-

I'orasnìuch as Robert Littlewood, gentleman. and his fellow 
jurors have presented that there are four bridges of stone within 
the town of Bradford, so ruinous and in so great decay by reason 
of certain floods which have happened of late years past, that 
without speedy amendment and reparation, they will utterly fall 
down, aìd be carried away by the water, to the great hindrance 
and loss of all the whole country, and they have further presented, 
that it is very necessary that a contribution of an assessment 
should be made through the whole stewardship of Bradford for 
the repairing thereof. It is therefore ordered by this court that 
two of the next justices of the peace shall take a view thereof, 
and certify at the next sessions what sum of money will repair 
the decay, in order that the same may be levied within the said 
stewardship." 

it does not appear what was done in the matter after 
this alarming report. The absence of subsequent docu-
mentary evidence for this early period prevents one from 
pursuing the enquiries. The bridges however survived 
until comparatively recent times, and we may suppose 
that an order was made for their repair. 
The Aire from Bingley to Newlay and Kirkstall was 

only crossed by one bridge at Apperley. Bridges at 
Baildon and Cottingley had not come into existence at 
that time, and the iron structure at Saltaire is, of course, 
quite a recent affair, built by the late Sir Titus Salt 
near the site of a ford at that place. 

* See ' West Riding Sessions Rolls. 1597-8-1602." Ed. by John Lister, M.A. 
York. Arch. Assoc. Recoid Series, Vol 3. 
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in the forty-third year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
in the year 1601, the unsatisfactory state of the then 
existing bridge at Apperley necessitated some arrange-
ment whereby it should be replaced by a more suitable 
structure than the one then standing which had fallen 
into decay, and for the purpose of furthering the project 
ten of the most important of the inhabitants of that 
district were nominated as overseers for carrying out the 
work. These were William Tonìson of Esholt, llobrt 
Oglethorpe of I{awden, and Hugh Sherburne of Over 
Esholt, esquires ; George Rawden, William Baildon, 
Edward Oldfeld, and Richard Thornton, gentlemen 
William Swayne, Christofer Cave and William Warde, 
yeomen. It will he noticed that their various social 
grades, esquires, gentlemen and yeomen are duly given. 
In accordance with powers delegated to them they 
entered into an agreement with Thomas Wallimsley of 
Bolton juxta Bolland mason to take in hand the desired 
work. 
The original agreement states that Thomas Waflimsley: 
"doth for himself his heirs executors adminitrators and assigns 
covenant and grant with the said overseers, that he the said 
\Vallimsley shall and will at his onely cost charges and expences, 
and before the first day of august 1602, iìiake, frame, erect, build 
and finish one good and sufficient stone bridge at Apperley in the 
place where the bridge now standeth, containing and to be erected 
of two Landstalles or heads and of one piller and two archies, 
and shall gett, work, dresse and make ready all the stones for the 
doing and building thereof, and shall provide and pay for all the 
lime to be occupied for the building, doing and finishin! of the 
same bridge and shall make ready and worke all such wood 
frames and woodworkers as shall by him be occupied and used 
for and towards the building of the said bridge And he the 
said Thomas \Vallimsley shall pave and battle all the said bridge 
throughout on both sides and make. worke, builde and finish the 
same as sufficientlie in all points and respects and of such breadth 
height and in such good sufficient and substantial sort, manner 
and forme as the stone bridge at Elland now ys or last was 
builded framed and finished. The overseers shall of their own 
costs and charges carry or procure to be carried all the tymber 
stone and lyme needful to be occupied about the building of the 
bridge, and shall laye and place the same in convenient places as 
near as may be to the place of the founding of the said bridge, 
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and also shall upon reasonable request to them or some of them 
procure and gett a sufficient and competent number of people to 
help the said Thomas \'Vallimsley to sett the ground worke at such 
time as the same shall be ready and to help to make a goite, 
sough or rundell to draw away the water from under the said 
bridge to a lower water of less deepness at such times as the said 
Thomas \Vallimsley shall be ready to begin to sett the ground 
work of the said bridge. 

And that the overseers shall pay to the said Thomas 
Vallimsley the full sum of fourscore and nineteen pounds at the 
nowe dwelling house of Robert Gascoigne neare to Apperley 
Bridge, in manner and forme following, that is to saye, twenty 
pounds parcel thereof upon the nine and twenty day of Septem-
ber next after the date hereof, and more other twenty pounds at 
and in the first day of May next after the date hereof, and other 
twenty pounds more thereof in the four and twenty day of June 
which shall be in the year of our Lord 1602, and thirty nine 
pounds residue thereof when the said bridge is wrought erected 
and fully finished. The overseers shall provide all timber and 
wood needful and necessary for making the frame of the brigg, 
all which said timber and wood so by them provided and bought 
shall be left by Thomas Wallimsley to and for their use and the 
beiefitt and comodity of the countrey without diminishing or 
withdrawinge any part thereof. Thomas Wallimsley shall put 
into the Brigg as much lime and as many through achlers into 
the stone works as the over.- eers shall think proper. 

"That Thomas \Vallimsley shall and will at his costs and 
charges, at all times after the building and finishing of the said 
brigg during the life of him the said Thomas repaire mainteyne 
and uphold all the said Brigg with all things needful upon condi-
tion and so long as he may have paid to him five shillings yearly." 

The last clause or covenant in this agreement is very 
remarkable, and it shows what faith Thomas Wallimsley 
had in the quality and permanence of his own work, and 
it makes one wonder how some of our modern builders 
would fare if they were obliged to enter into a bond of a 
similar character. 
From the above document it would appear that in the 

year 1601 Thomas Walmsley, of Bolton juxta Bolland, 
mason, was engaged to rebuild Apperley Bridge, and 
that the work was estimated to take twelve months to 
complete. He received the sum of £99 for the work, 
and that lie agreed to keep the bridge in repair and 
uphold it during remainder of his life for the sum of 5/-
per year. 
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We may now leave Apperley Bridge and travel further 
down the Aire Valley, passing by Calverley Bridge, 
erected in the early part of the eighteenth century by 
Sir Walter Calverley of Horsforth and John Stanhope 
as a private undertaking, until we arrive at the bridge 
at Newlay. At this place a bridge was erected some-
where about 1615, which took the place of an older 
erection. This appears to have been erected largely 
through the local interest of a Mr. James Cootes or 
Coates of Head ingley, who offered £80 towards defraying 
the cost of the work. It appears that this sum was 
hardly sufficient to complete the work, and a request 
was made to the inhabitants of several townships fbr 
subscriptions to make good the deficiency which amounted 
to £40. John Savile, of Howley, made the necessary 
appeal to the different parishes, and one, directed to 
Richard Arthington and Thomas Linleye for the parish 
of Leathlev, has survived to this day. 

To THE PABISHE OF LEATHLEYE. 

Whereas one James Cootes of Headingley bath owte of 
his charitable iiìinde and disposition to do some good worke which 
might tende to a general good of the Country, given four score 
pounds towards the building of a bridge over the water of Aire 
at Newlath in the townshipp of ilorsforth, where sometime an 
olde bridge bath bene, being thought to be as neare a way for 
thinhabitants of the west part of this shire to travel towards 
York and that coast as Kirkstall bridge is, and being a direct 
waye from the most part of the forrest of Knaresburrow, the 
parishes of Otley Leathley and Harwood to Adwalton fairs, for 
fetching of coales and other necessaries, besides the great good 
and comoditye which neighbouring towns thereabouts daily reap 
thereby being an example for all well minded christians to put 
their helpes in hand for the furtherance of that intended by the 
said Cootes. And for as much as the said sum of £80 so given 
will not extend to end and finish the said bridge, nowe begun and 
in good redines, by at least £50 besides the benovolence and great 
charge of the towns adjoining already, I therefore thought it 
fittirige to sende these to you herein, thinking your good mindes 
will be the better stirred up to contribute hereunto as we will do 
to you if like need require. And for the better performance 
hereof I desire the persons hereunder named to take the paines 
to make it known to your parishoners and to receive their ben-
evolences herein. And soever you or any of you shall so collecte 
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and gather, to pay the same over to Walter Stanhope. Lawrence 
Pollard and Richard Lister of llorsforth or to any of them who 
are appointed overseers of the work with what convenient speed 
you can for so the cause requireeth. and further that you would 
certify unto the names of all such as shall be backward hearin, 
and thus expecting your carefullness, 1 end. 

Your loving friend, 
JOHN SAVILE. 

Howley this 24th day of June, 1615." 

This eloquent appeal to the inhabitants of Leathley 
from so important a man as Sir John Savile, of Howley 
Hall, made through Richard Arthington and Thomas 
Linley, gentlemen, was so effective that the sum of twelve 
shillings and two pence was collected to be applied-to the 
cost of the bridge. The sum to us seems small enough, but 
at that time it would be considered a substantial contribu-
tion from so small a place. It might be noted that the 
Saviles of Howley Hall were Stewards of the Manor of 
Bradford in the reign of Elizabeth, and down to the time 
when the manor was granted out by Charles the First. 
What townships actually subscribed towards the cost of 
the bridge which was not met by Coates' gift of £80 it 
would be impossible to discover at this day. The inhabi-
tants of the parish of Heptonstall were amongst the 
contributors, also the township of Hipperholme made a 
contribution. A list of contributions made by the 111-

habitants of Wadsworth exists, and the name of each 
contributor is given with the amount of his contribution, 
the largest individual contribution being 2/6, and the 
smallest two pence. A letter doubtless similar in word-
ing to that sent to the parishioners of Leathley was sent 
by Sir John Savile to Thomas Nailor and Anthony 
Nailor, of Heptonstall parish, of which Wadsworth is a 
part, and they were appointed collectors. In the Wads-
worth list of contributors are the names of William 
Rigge and Anthony Greenwood, and opposite their 
names no contribution is entered. The collector had, 
however, made a footnote to explain the omission. He 
says, "This Greenwood, being a man of £300 estate, 
said he would give nothing, neither for Sir John nor any 
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other." Then speaking of Rigge he says, "This ridge 
did answer as the other, that he would give nothing." 
These answers to the request of Sir Job11 Savile for a 
contribution betray a remarkable stubboruess of character 
of Rigge and Greenwood, especially when it is remem-
bered that the Saviles were Lords of the Manor of 
Wadsworth and mighty men of their day, who could 
have made it pretty hot for them if they had felt so 
disposed. However let us hope that as they did not 
support James Cootes in his good and charitable mind 
and disposition to do some good worke which might tend 
to a general1 good of the country that their carts and 
horses were prevented from. crossing Newlay Bridge when 
next they journeyed in that direction. 111 spite of the 
difficulties met with, the bridge at Newlay was proceeded 
with. One of the overseers of the work directed a 
coin municatioii to eight of the principal inhabitants of 
the township of Horsforth, namely, Mr. Michael Green, 
Toby Killingbeck, John Thornton, John Mathew, Samuel 
Waddington, Brian Wright, John Wright, William 
Morvell, to this effect :-

"I am by authoritye or request from Sir John Savile and 
Sir Richard Tempeste to give warning to certain of you in this 
townshippe which have draghts to lead stones at Newlay Bridge 
on Monday, Tewday or Wednesday this week and to bring sleds 
or Carrs for leading the same. And also at every house one 
labourer to take up stones and earth where the old bridge was as 
they shall be appointed, betwixt the Deane Grange and the 
Chapel, in through the Long Roe, and for the rest of the draghtes 
and labourers as they shall further have notice. There shall be 
some ready to attend them all the said dayes and for those that 
will not come we must certifie at or to the said knights as by 
their letters appeare." 

Unlike the bridges of Elland and Apperley we have no 
particulars throwing light on the construction of the 
bridge at Newlay, although from a bond for performance 
of covenants we know that an agreement was drawn up 
concerning the structure. The bond was made the 4th 
June, 12 James 1. (16 15), between William Quippe and 
William Myers, of Guiseley, wallers, Nicholas Walker, of 
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Bingley, and John Marshall, of Clifton, gentlemen, and 
the overseers, Walter Stanhope, Lawrence Pollard, and 
Richard Lister, and was in the penal suin of £100. 
Walker, of Biiigley, and John Marshall, of Clifton, 
probably took no part in the actual construction of the 
bridge, but their names appear to the bond as meii of 
substance who would defray the £100 in case Quippe and 
Myers were not able to fulfil their contract. We may 
point out that the bridge at Newlay of 1616 was built 
by two local men, the overseers not thinking it necessary 
to go far afield to find a competent builder as was clone 
at Elland and Apperley. 
Between the years 1615 and 1620 a movement was 

begun for the erection of a new bridge at Kirkstall, but 
we have not been able to obtain full particulars of it. A 
paper endorsed "A note taken of Cristall Brige this 29th 
of April, 1616," throws some light on the work. 

First it is intended the Brige should be set where or neare 
the former Bridge did stand and it is intended to be brought 
over the Ryver w" one Arche, for the particulers as viz 

Firste the ground worke of the heads we estimate 
the charge for the sewing to same in  

For tymber for bothe heads in the wods unfelled  xx" 
For tymb9r for makinge the trysletes of the arch  xx" 
For leading of this tymber over the value of the 

tymber when it bathe served for Set the Arch 
upon   vi' 

For workinge of this tymber and settinge in the 
Ryver  xxv't 

For thre hundredth and fortye pyles wth leading 
workinge and dryveninge we estimate at jjjS jjj 

For Bringinge up of the towe heads we estimate 
to be   lxxx" 

For 1700 owch stones part un fote part viij inches 
and so between this runs at iij" the foate  xxi j' 

For on course Arche over this agayne at iij' the foate xxij" 
For the Batteliment settinge and the fihinges up of 

the ends and pavinge we estimate to be worth  xl" 
For the Settinge of bothe the Arches we estimate xv" 
  of all stones that we estimate will 

stand . that is left of the old Brige xxx" 
  up fenders that we estimate ned-

full for the setting of the Brige  xx" 
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For getting of Stones fillings leadinge and som 
extraordinary laboure wch we thinke will fale 
out besyds such worke as we imagin the Cuntrye 
will willing geve we estimate to be   xxx11 

Soe that the who charge we estimate that this 
Brige will stand in  ccccxix" 

The fowerth daye of June Anno Dm 1619. 

M' that John Phillip workman at Kirkstall bridge do acknow-
ledge and confes my selfe to have bade and received before the 
date hereof at several times at the handes of Walter Stanhope 
one of the Surveyors of the said bridge the some of fower score 
and eihteen pounds vjs viijd for the breaking, hewing, and work-

0inge of the severall sorts of stones thereto belonginge after 
theise severall rates viz, the Nether Archstones three pence half-
penny the foute, breaking and hewing the over Arch stones at the 
rate of three pence the foate, and the Ashellers at the same rate 
of three pence the foate, and for his owne wages at xviijd in the 
day xij". And I the same John Phillip do acknowledge to have 
received the some of twentie two poundes for the working of 
stones towards the same bridge the yeare before and for getting 
of stones oute of the water there. 

The whole some by me received for this bridge amounteth to 
cxxxij'1 XVjs Vij'. 

By me John Phillip 

paid in the presence of John Mawde, Jonas White and others and 
Henry Northerup. 

Md. that John Phillip claiiìeth money for his charges spent at 
the Sessions, W eh is deemed to be paid unto him for that he bade 
xv iijd allowed for everie daye, over and besides his adeling 
(earnings) during the worke as well those daies as other times. 
He also demandeth paymt for the Coynes or ends of the stones 
w ell is denied unto him for that all the workemen wch wrought 
under him had nothing allowed for the same at his hands. 

It apeareth by confesion of the tonebreaker that he bath 
received xij". John Phillip him self for breakirige xxx daye 
xxxs, his men aboute xiiij dayes xiiijs, the whole some for break-
inge amounteth to aboute xiiij'1. Phillipe accounteth the same to 
be about xx'1 after his recconinge by fots wherrby he woulde 
gave twenty nobles or therabouts to his owne purse. 

We think it to be the best course to examan the breakinge WCI 
will truly explane all the besines for that it is holden by all work-
men and causesed by Philip himself to be a third parte. 

K 
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Money paid to others for leadinge of stones and other 
things aboute Kirkstall bridge. 

Imprimis lent to Gabriell Stable   X111 
Item peid to Robert Shawe for setting oute of Tymber, ij 

and also peid to a mesinger that went for him   j5 
It. peid for two orders for that bridge under Mr. Rad-

cliffe hand in the Sessions   vs 

Item peid to one Davye a wrighte who came to give 
advice in the worke from Burrougbridge and stayed 
vij dayes    vij 

Item peid to other wrights and Masouns at severall 
times for their opeinon in the bridge besines  x5 

It. peid to John Phillipp yonger for measuring of 
stones   jj8 

It. spent at several! Sessions for the getting the money 
assessed by me onely   XX5 

It. I peid more to John Browne for mending the way 
to load stones in September 1618   ijs vjð 

It. peid to Robert Dacars for mending the way   iij 
It. peid to Roughe Robert for mending the wayne 
November 1618  ..   vs iijd 

It. remaining in the handes of Richard Brighouse of 
the first moneye assesed  xxj 

It. for drawing of two presentment on the court  ij 
It. for the charges of John Phillipp and Henrye 
Northerupp at Several Sessions who made othe for 
the assessmts. 

As the original structures no longer exist it is 
possible to glean much curious information from 
these documents as to the manner of bridge-building in 
the seventeenth century. Placed in the hands of John 
Phillips, presumably a local man but not wholly compe-
tent to carry out the work, it would appear that he 
had ' stuck fast " in some part of the progress of the 
work of construction, and it was found necessary to ask 
for an opinion on the job from several wrights and 
masons, one of these being one Davye, a wright, of 
Boroughbridge, who came to inspect the work and stayed 
seven days, being paid at the rate of is. a day for his 
services, a remuneration which we should not consider at 
this day to be excessively high for an expert's advice on 
the construction of a bridge. 



RAWDON CHAPEL. 

March 26th, 1668. 

Gentlemen, 
There beeing a trust reposed in yow all, as well as our selues 

by M' francis Layton of Rawden deceased concerning the finishing a 
chappill erected by him there, as also the receauing of rents & 
arrearages of rent due to that Chappell by his deed and last will and 
testament and there haveing not yett beene any meeteing ernongst us 
for the executing that trust WCh hath now laid a sleepe for this 6 years 
past by reason his will would not bee divulged by his exec. Wee 

entreat you will please all of you to meete us at Rawden att the next 
Alehowse to the Chappell att one of the clocke in the afternoon upon 
Monday next being the 30 of March to the end his will WCII is but 
newly come to our handes and alsoe the deed may bee made known to 
you all and that wee may speedily proceed to discharge that trust 
reposed in us to soe good our intent & purpose. 

Wee remayne gentlemen 
yr affec freinds & Servts 

Ro. HITCH 

W' IIAWKSWTORTII 

For Walter Calverley Esqr 
Mr John Stanhope Junior 
Air Danyell ffoxcroft 
and pJr Thomas Kirke 

These. 

THE CONTENTS OF HUMBLE HOMES. 

Feb. 13th, 1788. 

A list the Housal goods of Ann \Vhiticher as follows marked by 
James Brigg and William Berry Oversers for the poor of (Jowlin for 
the Relive of said Ann Whiticher 

In the house won long table, Won Chist, won Hoper, won white 
Table, Three Chers, whon wheel, two Stools, whon irron pan, whon 
Reel, whon Breadfieak, won Bedstead, whon Chafbed, two Blankets, 
two bousters, won Bed twilt. 

Martha Snowden housold Goods at Stubin in Cowling (1780?) 
One chist, 2 Charis, 2 Weelis, one Reel, one páre of Tongs, one 

'Fable, one pot case, one pair of Bilis, 2 Blankits, one Ruge, 3 T3oulsters, 
Bedstead and chaffe Bed. A Quantity of pots, etc. 

It would seem that where a person applied to the Poor Law 
Officials for relief it was customary for the Overseers to make an in-
ventory of the goods belonging to the applicant. The inventories 
given above are taken from a Poor Rate Book dating from 1747 in 
the Editor's possession. 

K  



SOME \T IIARb'EDAIÆ WILLS. 

ABSTRACTS. 

Will of \\Tilliam Wrathowe (nuncupative) (R.T.E. •). 
96 

Mern. That William Wrathowe the 26th day of April did make his 
last will in manner and form following. 

First he did bequeath his soul to Almightie God and his body to 
the earth: 

Item. The third part of all his goods he did bequeath to Willm 
Yowle to help him upp withall: 

And his will was that his son Thomas Wrathow should have paiecl 
xs that he ought him and he gave to every of the children 
of Richard Richardson one lai.ube. 

And all the residewe of his goods his debts paied and funerall 
expenses discharged, he did give and bequeath unto John 
\\Tratho v his son and his children. 

These bearing witnes Robert Sim and Agnes Sim. Probate granted 
8th May 1595 by the Dean of Craven to John Wrathow universal 
legatee in the same will named. 
N.B.—In the Craven Act Book Testator is described as " William 

Wrathall late of Thorpe [-sub-inontem] deceased," and his son as 
"John \Vrathall lawful son of the said deceased." An Inventory 
was exhibited on parchment. Paid 3/6 and the said John Wrathall 
and another were bound. (Craven Act Book, 1õ88—I596). 

Will of John Wrathall of Girsington in the Diocese of York 
(R.T.E. 60/411). Date April 9th, 1607. 

To be buried in Lynton Churchyard. 
To my son in law Richard Franckland my best Ox for an harryett due 

unto him at the time of my death. Also all my part of the hus-
bandry geare which is ineane between him & me. 

To my godchildren Anthony Tophan, John ilolgate, Robt the son of 
Robt Wilkinson and Margaret the daughter of Christ' Hebden 
8ð each. 

To Henry Wrathall, John Wrathall and Robt \Vrathall, children of 
Richard Wrathall, 12" each 

To my servant Robert Drake 20/--
To Elizabeth Ilolgate and Old Browne wief 3d each. 
To the 2 daughters of W" Wrathall 5ð each. 
To John & George, children of Richard Franckland 12d each. 
To the said John Franckland half a cubbord and to Elizabeth his wife 

3 yards of green cloth. 
Residue to above Richard Franckland on condition that he pay to my 

brother Robrt \Vrathall of Leedes for 2 years after my decease 
10/- a year and after the 2 years G/- a year until all the goodes 
given to the said Rich  Franckland to the use of my brother be 
spent & paid for. 

I give 3/4 towards iiìending of the Town end way. 
I make Elizabeth my wife and Richd Franckland my son in law 

executors. 
Witnesses Thomas Peart, William Tophan & Wm Wrathall. Probate 
granted 1st October 1 607 by M,. Tophan, clerk, Dean of Craven to 
Elizabeth the relict and & Richard Franckland co-executors. 

* Rieliai'd Richardson married Alice Wrathall at Buriisall. 26th June. 1574. 





BROIJGHTON HALL AND ITS ASSOCIATIONS, 

BY 

ELEANOR BLANCHE TEMPEST. 

PART II. 

HE year 1660, which was to be so full of hope to 
the Royalists, was commenced at Broughton by 
the payment of iGs. "for quartering Captain 

Kirkbve's Troupe," and in May, when Charles II. was 
preparing to embark for his kingdom, Tempest was seeing 
that his strawberries were weeded. In July the first 
notice of the Restoration appears in the steward's 
accounts, when Henry Clough was paid £3 4s. Od. for a 
"3 months' sece (assessment) for his Matie beginning the 
24 June last." Stephen Tempest went to London to 
congratulate the King on his happy return, and on the 
26 August, 1660, he received the empty acknowledgment 
of knighthood for all that he, and his family, had suffered 
in the Royal cause. 
Now that the Restoration released the estates from 

sequestration, Sir Stephen was put in full possession of 
them, and was able to add to them by buying 8 acres in 
the township of Broughton for £95,* and had more means 
to spend on the property. 
He had more trouble over his weir, as it seems some 

considered it damaged the banks and bridges and other 
people's land, so " viewing the Brigg" (Inger) required 
4s. Gd. spending in ale, and the justices' clerk and others 
had to receive presents; but the weir was allowed, and 
£22 4s. Od. was paid to Francis Tompson for work at it 
"filling and leading gravil,' and bringing "4 cart loads 
of Rise" (?) &c. It was the fish pond connected with 

* Broughton Deeds No. 135. 
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this weir which burst in the 18th century, and as Gent 
narrates, introduced the Miller's-Thumb and Pike into 
the Aire. 

In 1662, thorn hedges were planted,-molehills spread, 
new ditches made and old ones cleaned out, the Hall was 
pointed, lead repaired, and the walls of the Tempest choir 
attended to, besides other repairs on the estate. A "bull 
for the use of the Town" was procured at £5 us. Od., 
while " one to run in the pasture," was only 56s. In 
1664 more pointing and "ridging" went on at the 
"Great Hall," and a heavy purchase of hair, laths, nails, 
&c., suggests some internal improvement or alteration. 
Broughton Bridge also required mending, and 18s. Gd. 
was paid "for a gauld (geld or tax) at 6d. per oxgang" 
raised in the parish for the purpose. 

In the list of Recusants at Broughton in 1665-6, the 
names of Sir Stephen and his wife are absent, because of 
their residence at Barnbow, where they are recorded, but 
his brother Thomas Tempest, and various uncles and 
cousins are mentioned. In 1665 he was able to assist 
one of the freeholders of Broughton, and also improve his 
estate, by purchasing the messuage and land of Henry 
Hanson, giving the vendor a long lease of it on easy 
terms. Hanson having in December, 1663, been accused 
of being party to one of the numerous "Popish Plots," 
was im prisoned,* and it was to pay the heavy fines 
required that the land had to be sold. 

In 1666, the Tempests lost their faithful tenant and 
steward, George Fell, who had kept such neat and 
careful accounts for eighteen years, and he was succeeded 
in his duties by John Yorke, one of the Gowthwaite 
family, who had married Sir Stephen's cousin, Catherine 
Tempest. 

In 1667 we come across further mention of the Hall; 
stones and flags were brought and dressed "for the Great 
Hall Porch," and corbels hewn, but whether for repair or 
addition we cannot tell; and about this date another 

* Brouq/ìton Deeds, No. 140-141, and Surtees Soc., xl., 115. 
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close or two were added to the estate,* Sir Stephen's 
gross rent-roll then being £594 4s. 3d., not counting 
what he made over the demesne lands. 

In June, 1609, Skipton was enlivened with a race 
meeting, and Sir Stephen's horses apparently joined in 
the sport; he gave 5s. to "William Gilliam at the Horse 
Course," possibly for winning a race, for this Gilliam was 
the groom of whom Sir Stephen's nephew wrote saying 
he was the most wonderful man to handle a horse, being 
able to tame the wildest and most unruly. £2 was 
handed to Edward Hoodgson for the stakes, 2s. for 
weighing the rider, and half-a-crown for "delivering of 
the Plate according to the Articles," while a further sum 
of 39s. was expended on "charges on the more and at 
Skipton that day." 
The Hall was evidently becoming more habitable, and 

once again a Catholic Chaplain was installed here, for 
during the sequestration days a priest had only visited 
the place when it was possible, but in November, '69, 
Mr. Urmstoiì, following a Mr. Hesketh, took up his 
residence in the house, receiving the modest salary of £3 
a year and his board. 

In these days of free and government education, one is 
apt to forget how much the squires of former days did to 
assist the poor to some sort of learning, so one feels 
constrained to note that in 1670, Sir Stephen Tempest 
paid £10 yearly "to Mr. Rakes, the scholemaster of 
Eareby, being the half year's rent for Eareby school, due 
to Mr. Joshua Littlewood of Brandon," which rent Sir 
Stephen continued to pay during his lifetime. This year 
there were fourteen hearths taxed in the Great and Little 
Halls at Broughton, and two for Mr. Thomas (the brother) 
at the Great Hall, so it is evident that Mr. Tempest and 
his family had moved into the present house by then. 

In the summer of '72, Sir Stephen was shooting at 
Broughton, and in July sent "moorgame" to Barnbow, 
testifying that in those days they did not wait till "the 

' Broughton Deeds, No. 150,160. &c. 
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twelfth"  to kill their grouse. But his days were 
numbered, and he died at Barnbow 11 Mareb ' following 
(1672-3), and was buried three days afterwards 1"'n the 
• Tempest choir of Broughton Church; none of the 
expenses of his funeral are to be. found in the accounts, 
though we may feel sure it was well attended. By his wife 
Anne Gascol'ogne he had no issue, and he, left his estate 
to his only brother's son Stephen, charged, however, with 
a heavy jointure for the widow, Dame Anne,,, Sir Stephen 
also left to his nephew his best sword and sword belt, bis-

seal ring and three best mares, besides the "long tables 
in the Hall stead of his mansion house called Broughton 
Hall," all livery cupboards, bedsteads, spitts and great 
Potts," all which were to remain as heirlooms, but to his 
wife he bequeathed all his goods, cattle, chattels, money, , 
P late, jewels, Sic. Sir Stephen intended that Dame 
Tempest should leave all back to his heir, but this she 
failed to do, because sbe was annoyed at the young man 
refusing to marry one of her neices, at least so his son 
wrote. 

Like her old father, Sir Thomas Gascoigne, in March, 
1679-80, Dame Tempest was accused of high treason, on 
the evidence of two discharged servants, Bolron and 
Mowbray, and on the charge of hatching Popish plots 
was thrown into prison. i n York Gatehouse, though she 
was acquitted in July '80. She wished to become a 

but b -efore she could take ber vows, sbc Benedictine nun, 

died at Barnb.ow, and was buried at Bar wick-iii Imet, 
'9 11 September, 1684, having made her will the 4th of that 

month, bý which, amongst other legacies, she left £13 to 
the poor of Broughton, and all else to her own relations. 
It took a year and more before the heir could discharge 
all the money she had power to raise on the Broughton 
estates, and he had recourse to mortgaging to do it.* 

Stephen Tempest, the new owner of Broughton Hall, 
was son of Thomas, the late knight's only survivin g 
brother, his mother being Anne, daughter and sole heir 

* BrougAton Deeds, No. 198-~-~,203, &c,* 
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STEPHEN TEMPEST, OF BROUGHTON-IN-CRAVEN. 

Colonel in King James II. Army, 1689. 

Born 9th April, 1654 died 10th April, 1742. 



I3ROUGHTON HALL AND ITS ASSOCIATIONS. 155 

of Henry Scrope of Danby, by his second wife Anne, 
daughter of Sir Edward Plumpton, of Plumpton knt. He 
was born 9 April, 1654, and was educated for a time 
under the care of Mr. Parker of Extwisle. On his uncle's 
death he appears to have boarded with his father at the 
Hall, paying for the I dyet" of himself and his servant. 
He did what he could afford (crippled as he was with 
jointure, &c.) for the property, and in 1676, paid £26 for 
160 roods of walling in the "Coppye" (Broughton 
Coppy), repaired stables and barns, reslated some of the 
buildings, and "mossed" or scraped the roof of the 
Tempest choir, buying both old and new glass. 

In October he was at the "Horse Course at Winder-
moor," and in November gave a shilling to the Vicar 
"for the Rebuilding of Paul's," a reminder of the great 
fire of London; hounds and greyhounds are constantly 
mentioned in the accounts, one of the boon rents on the 
estate at this period being that the tenant, if required, 
should "walk," or take charge of and feed, one hound, 
or pay a yearly fine of 10 shillings. 
The Steward's Accounts for 1680 are missing and those 

for '81 are in poor condition, which is disappointing, as 
it was a period of danger and difficulty for the Tempests 
of Broughton. Early in 1679, the informers Bolron and 
Mowbray affirmed that Stephen Tempest had been present 
with Sir Thomas Gascoigne, Lady Tempest and others at 
Barnbow Hall in September, '76, and was cognizant of 
a plot then made to murder the King—which the accused 
mojst indignantly denied—that he had promised £50 
towards founding a nunnery at Dolebank near Ripley, 
and that he had harboured popish priests,* which last 
accusation was doubtless true; he was therefore arrested, 
but released on bail and in July 1679 was bound over to 
appear at the next Leeds Assizes.t An inquest at York 
Castle, 3 May, 1680, found him to be a Recusant, there-
fore his lands were seized into the King's hands, and for 
two thirds of the estates, he was fined £66 13s. 4d. for 

* Tryal of Svir 27w. Gascoigne and "Z%arratiees" of Boiron and Mowbray. 1680. 
t Broughton Deeds, No. 187. 
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the year, the other third being held by Dame Anne 
Tempest in dower.* Stephen Tempest was a prisoner at 
York Castle in January, 1681-2, on the accusation of 
treason, when £12 7s. 6d. was forwarded to him from 
home with a" twilled cape and fustian weastcoat." He 
was tried there in March, at the same time as Dame 
Anne Tempest, Sir Thomas Gascoigne, and the others 
implicated, and was acquitted—" though Judge Gregory 
behaved very scurvily against tlìem."f On the 25th of 
the month his cousin and steward, John York, forwarded 
£10 to him "at York when he was released." 

In June 1687, Tempest married Elizabeth, the third 
daughter of Sir Richard Fermor of Tusmore Co. Oxon, 
knt, by his wife a daughter of Sir Basil Brooke of Madeley 
co. Salop—with a portion of £3,500, which must have 
proved most welcome, and released some of the rnorgages 
on his property. 
The years 1688 and 89, were years of peril and trial to 

the adherents of the Stuarts, and Tempest came in for 
his share of trouble. By a commission dated at Whitehall 
27 November, 1688, the king appointed Stephen Tempest 
to be captain of a troop of horse; but James's flight 
probably saved the Broughton estates and Tempest, who 
had been at York consulting with the other Royalists, 
returned home obtaining from Lord Danby a pass signed 
"17 December, '88" permitting him "to pass quietly 
from ye citty of York to yr hom'e at Broughton, and to 
remain free from all military disturbance," nevertheless, 
he was stopped the next day at Otley, when Lord Fairfax 
and Mr. Fawkes, allowed him a safe conduct. A corres-
pondence was kept up between the Tempests and the 
exiled Court, and Lunt, the informer, relates how he and 
Threlfall came over from Ireland in June, '89, and 
delivered King James's Commissions to many Lancashire 
and Yorkshire gentlemen, amongst whom was Mr. 
Tempest. The Commission so delivered was dated at 

* ibid, No. 193. 
t 10 Rep. Hist. uJiSS. Thi'ockmorton MASS., p. 176. Luttejell's Brief History, C. 

The Commission and Pass at Broughton Hall. 
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Dublin Castle, 17 June 1689, and "our well-beloved 
Stephen Tempest" was appointed Colonel of a Regiment 
of Horse, with full power to select his own officers. A 
note by his son states that "the Regiment for good 
Reasons " (the King's vacillation) "never took the Field, 
yet it was compleat in numbers, and well armed and 
horsed by his own interest or at his proper charge." One 
result of this zeal was that in May 1690, a proclamation 
required Mr. Tempest with Tildesley, Townley and 
"other disaffected persons to ye present Government, 
forthwith to render themselves to some of His Majesties 
Justices of the Peace," an order we feel sure Tempest 
promptly obeyed, and probably thought it prudent to 
destroy all ledgers and papers which might betray what 
he had done for the "king over the water," for the 
account books for 1687 to 1690 are missing. Taxes fell 
heavily on Papists, for they were doubly taxed at 3s. in 
the pound, and in June '91, forty-five shillings was paid 
"for my Master and M" paull (poll tax) he being dubley 
taxed, and for his two children," one aged three years, 
and the other eight months! 

In 1691, we come across another notice of improve-
ments at the Hall, "The Great Chamber is parted with 
sealing" at eighteen pence the yard, being 381 yards, 
and was probably over the present Library; 1400 sprigs 
cost is. lOd., the glazier received 5s. lüd. for fourteen 
feet of glass for the "Dinner house " and 4s. 6d. for 
mending the cellar and kitchen windows. Chipendale 
was paid for " stoups and rells and for banisters for ye 
steer room " (staircase). Wages sound absurdly low to 
us in these days, but of course living was so cheap, and 
there were no railway trips or picture palaces or other 
temptations to fritter away money; the Chaplain's salary 
was only £6 a year, and he lived in the Hall; the gardener 
James Scott, had £5, Bernard the groom £4 a year; 
men labourers received from 3d. to 6d., and women 
labourers 2d. to 4d. a day. The housekeeper, Mrs. 
Holland, had £5, Peggy the "cook-maid "—who came 
from Fountain's Hall—Kateren the dairy maid, Mary 
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Kendal and JoanCut1er, house or chambermaids, each 
received £2 a year, while Betty Bradshay the "norsery 
maid" and "kitchen Betty Boulton" only had 35s. yearly. 
The nurse, Betsy Wigglesworth, daughter of one of the 
tenants was paid £2 ; her father, " Old Wigglesworth." 
supplied "spindles and wanes" to Mrs. Tempest for her 
spinning, for most of the household linen was spun at 
home. In a list of linen made by Mrs. Tempest the end 
of the 17th century she notes " 5 paires of canvass sheets 
spun by the maids," "3 large Hugabag napkins of our own 
spinning," " 5 paires of coarse blanketts and 2 paires of 
large sheets for our own bed, spun in ye house," &c. 
Bridget Walton made "thread for a partridge nett," for 
game birds were not so easy to kill with the fowling 
pieces of those days. Grafted plurntrees cost a shilling 
a piece, " Chester Pearman apples," 6d. a tree, and 27s. 
was expended on " Sparrowgrass routs." 
The Stuarts made one more bid for Mr. Tempest's 

services. King James from his " Court of St. Germains," 
20 June 1692, authorized Stephen Tempest to raise and 
command a Regiment of Horse; the blank, but signed 
Commis'sions for a Lieutenant Colonel, a Major, six 
Captains, eight Lieutenants, and eight comets were sent, 
but Stephen profitted by his lesson and the unused 
Commissions still repose at Broughton Hall.* He could 
not, however, resist attesting his loyalty to his rightful 
Sovereign, and in November 1693 he, with Richard 
Widdrington, Charles Townley, Thomas Tyldesley, 
William Standish, Simon Scrope and four others, 
addressed a letter to King James expressing their unfailing 
devotion to him.t It is amusing to note that in 1696, 
the taxes were paid "to the Prince of Orange." 

In 1693, "90 yards of great stones were brought from 
Flasby Fell, and used at y° steps in ye garding," while the 
11 garden glasses" then repaired, were probably primi-
tive cucumber frames. There is a touching entry of 

Originals in Vol. Broughton Hall Lib. K. 6. 

f Air. Standish of Standish JISS., Envelope No. 1. 
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"playthings for the childer" 7d., and 2 pairs of gloves 
for "Little Mester," 18d. 
The difficulties and hardships incurred over the new 

coinage in 1690, is shown in the complicated entry over 
the last quarterly payment—of £18 15s. 10d.—for the 
King's taxes, "12 pon. 13s. lOd. being Recd. by Cownte 
before ye first of May last which lost Y,04: 09 : 06—but I 
reed. £01 : 05 : 00 advantige at money that I bauglit at 
05s. And 05s. over 02d. for A Crowne. In paying it at 
05s. 08d., so that deducted of ye loss, brings it to 
£03 : 04: 06." Taxes are disagreeable enough now, but 
at any rate one is spared such complicated calculations 
over them. 

In 1697, further alterations at the Hall were in progress, 
James Freckelton was paid for—" corting and hewing 
four windows for ye great Chamber and ye end Chamber," 
and Edward Chipendale for "seeling 3 sides of ye great 
Chamber," also for deals and "a dower in ye sied 
norsery," &c. There were now five young Tempests for 
this nursery, and a baby arrived at the end of the summer, 
who as usual was sent off to one of the village women, or 
tenant's wives, to be nursed, remaining months with its 
foster mother. The same year ('97) the bridge over the 
Broughton Beck in front of the house (as shown in 
Warburton's sketch) was "built of free stone, having 
an arch above ten yards wide," costing Mr. Tempest £32, 
besides the cost of leading and hewing the stone, the 
parish subscribing £10. This bridge was removed when 
the new road was made and bridge built in 1791, and is 
believed to be the one now on the drive near the Skipton 
or East Lodge. 
An entry in August '99, tends to shake one's belief in 

the superiority of the domestics of the "good old days," 
and makes one think they were not very different to those 
of the present day, when "Bridget that should have been 
a cook" was sent off at the end of a fortnight, with two 
shillings for wages! The under servants do not appear 
to have stayed in one situation for many years, for, of 
those named in 1691, only Jane Cutler the chambermaid 
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and Betty Brayshay remained, but Bernard the groom 
was still at Broughton, and the coachman James receiving 
£5 a year, the butler, Sheriff, £7. 

In April, 1701, as it was then illegal for a Catholic to 
bring up his children in his own Faith in England, 
Mary, the eldest girl, aged thirteen was sent away to the 
Benedictine Convent at Ghent for her education. It 
always strikes one as such a pathetic episode, that these 
children of tender years should have been forced to leave 
their homes in the midst of childhood's brightest hours, 
and to pass into a strange country, often never to see 
their parents again, for the journey was long and ex-
pensive, and many like this Mary, remained to become 
nuns in the Convents they had grown to love and look 
upon. as home. A letter from this little girl "from 
beyond sea" cost fifteen pence, and each Christmas 
presents of money and what not were sent to the little 
exiles. In 1706, her brother John, aged 12, was 
despatched to the Jesuit's College at St. Omer's, escorted 
by one of the priests, and each child, as it grew old 
enough, had to leave England for the sake of its Faith. 
The reign of "good Queen Anne" was not altogether 

a comfortable one for Catholics, as for one thing, they 
could not possess a horse above the value of £5, and 
any Protestant on tendering the sum could appropriate 
the hunter or coach-horse of his Papist neighbour, unless 
a permission from the Crown was obtained; therefore 
9 July, 1705, "humble suit having been made to the 
Board sitting at Windsor, on behalf of Stephen Tempest 
of Broughton-in-Craven, Esqr., for licence to keep S 
horses for coach and husbandry, 3 saddle-horses and 3 
breeding mares and their colts, he is hereby permitted to 
keep the said horses, which are not to be seised as horses 
belonging to Papists or reputed Papists, till further 
orders: Provided he gives security before a Justice of the 
Peace that the said horses shall be forthcoming upon 
signification of her Maj ties Pleasure." He was wise to 
have secured his license, for early in 1708, the Privy, 
Council issued orders to the Lords Lieutenants of 
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Yorkshire to seize all the arms and horses of Papists, 
when Broughton Hall came in for its share of searching, 
while in April, Mr. Tempest having to go to London on 
business, was obliged to obtain the permission to travel 
there from four Justices, (Reginald Heber, Henry Currer, 
John Blackburn and Edward Parker), who, in giving it, 
laid strict injunctions on him to return home as soon as 
possible.* 

In the yearly accounts one sometimes comes across 
a relic of the old feudal days in the payment of a fine 
due from a man for marrying a woman not of the parish 
of Broughton, a form of "Merchet." In 1710, George 
Wigglesworth, who had acted as Mr. Tempest's steward 
for nineteen years at £10.a year, and was also a tenant 
on the estate, paid his 40s. for this fine, and it was 
occasionally paid down to 1770. 

In April, 1714, the eldest son, Stephen, married 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir Henry Lawson of Brough, 
near Catterick, Baronet, with whom he had a fortune of 
£2,000, the family eoach being sent to Brough to bring 
the young couple to Broughton. Licences to travel from 
home were again required, and in August '14, Mr. Heber 
of Marton and Mr. Currer of Kildwick, certify that the 
Papist, Stephen Tempest having business to attend to, 
and "having given an account of all his horses above the 
value of five pounds and of his arms," and promised to 
return to Broughton as quickly as his business would 
allow, sign the necessary pass. Our Squire wisely kept 
clear of the Stuart rising in '15, and instead of sharpening 
his sword, was driving his ploughshares over Mickleber 
Hill and getting it into cultivation. 
The Militia was called out, and the 18 November, 1715, 

the Constable of Broughton was required to "give notice 
to all persons within y' Constabulary charged to find 
horse, horsemen and arms to the Milicia of this Riding, 
that they appear at Knaresboro' on Monday, the 21st 
inst. at 10 of the clock in the afternoon and that every of 

• Originals, Broughton hail Lib. K. 6. 
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them be there provided with armes according as the Act 
of Parliament directs and according as they were fOrmerly 
charged and that every horseman bring with him half 
a p ' of ponder and half a pound of bullets and a day's 
pay, and the Muster Master's pay for the present year, 
and it is further ordered that every horseman shall have 
a red surtout coat with flat block tin buttons, three on 
the belly and one on the top of the coat, and a hat edged 
with gold coulered Tinsall lace, an inch broad at least, 
the patterns of the Cloathes will be delivered at the day 
of the muster."* Mr. Tempest's share on this precept 
was to find a whole horseman, for which he paid Mr. 
Pudsay of Bolton (by Bolland) the sum of £11 9s. Od., 
the usual sum he paid for the "Light Horse " being £8 
a year.. The nearness of "the Pretender's " army 
necessitated a suspected Royalist to enter into a Recogniz-
ance to his Majesty, which Mr. Tempest did before 
Mr. Cuirer in November '15, undertaking, backed by 
sufficient sureties, to surrender himself on 12 hours' 
notice to that Justice, and on December 4 it was endorsed 
by Ambrose Pudsay "that Mr. Tempest senior is not to 
be given any disturbance."f His married son was then 
living in York. 

In 1717, the newspaper the Broughton Hall folk 
indulged in, was called The Newse, costing 16s. Sd. for 
a year, while next year, the Nottingham Packet was 
subscribed to, and in 1719 the Evening Post at 33s. 11d. 
a year was also taken in. Tea was expensive, 9s. Gd. 
being given for a quarter of a pound; " 4 lb. of burnt 
coffee berries " were 22s., and Mr. William Lister received 
37s. for iii. lbs. of clover seeds, which reminds us that 
Craven was not the great pasture land it now is. In 
1714 acorns from Townley and Richmond were sown, 
which in 1724 were large enough to plant out in a 
nursery, and provided many of the stately oaks still 
remaining on the property. 
As at this date no Catholic was allowed to enter the 

* Original, Bi'ougltton Hall Lib. K. 6. 

j- Original, Broughton Hall Lib. K. 6. 
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English army, any who had a fancy for powder and shot 
must enlist in some foreign country and for this cause, 
Thomas, the third son, aged 22, departed for Paris, 
where he readily obtained a commission in "Dillon's 
Irish Regiment" in the pay of the French king, and 
fought with the French in their campaigns of 1733-1735 
in Germany and Flanders, and in the Lower Rhine 
Provinces 1742-43, being wounded several times. Later, 
when he applied for a pension, which was given him, 
Marshal Coigny wrote that Thomas Tempest had served 
the King of France with distinction and with the appro-
bation of his superior officers, for thirty years. He left 
a son and a grandson who both served under the French 
flag, though the latter died in the English army, the 
Revolution breaking up the Irish Regiments in France.* 

It is difficult to trace all the repairs and alterations to 
the Hall, for one comes across endless purchases of wood 
and stone; many days' work for hewing and walling are 
paid for, but in 1722, there was certainly some additions 
either to the house or to some farm. 330 loads of 
"slait" arrived from Sturton Green, costing over £8; 
237 loads of stone at Od. the load came to £8 17s. Od., 
while other stones costing £16 lOs. Od. came from 
Embsay Moor; two sash windows cost 3 15s. Od. the 
new windows were glazed, and Will. Gawthorpe the 
mason was employed in "walling the house and hughing 
the arch and setting it up," and James Walsh "plastered 
the porch." 

The year 1723 was again an oppressive one for our 
Squire, for the Royal Exchequer was low, and as the 
Jacobites had been active, it was a good opportunity to 
squeeze Icing George's Catholic subjects, an Act of Parlia-
ment was therefore passed the 9th year of his reign, 
entitled "An Act for granting an aid to His kJaj lye , by 
laying a tax upon Papists," to the tune of £100,000. 
The amount chargeable in the Staincliffe Division was at 
the rate of 4s. 0d. in the pound, and the first payment 

« Original Papers, &c., at Broughton Hall and in Paris. 
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was "to be made at the house of John Wilkinson in 
Skipton, lunholder," where Mr. Tempest disbursed 
£54 16s. lid. on his assessment, but he evidently 
appealed, as he was let off £10 from the next half year's 
payment, but was mulcted for "the first payment laid on 
Papists for not taking the Oathes." 

Early in '25, the mason was at work over the garden 
walls, re-coping and perhaps heightening them, and in 
August, Will. Gawthorpe was paid "for all ye garding 
wall, but one summer house he is to doe by day, but he 
is to slatt and point it himself and Mr. Tempest to pay 
for the coping makin ready." A gateway.. with stone 
pillars was also set up at the bottom of the garden; and 
the two canals, or ponds, in the lower garden, as depicted 
on the old plan of Broughton dated 1726, were probably 
then made. A glance at the photograph of this portion 
of the map which is given, shows the plan of the gardens 
and the outbuildings, as well as the south front of the 
Hall and the position of the old Vicarage house. The 
plan or map of the lordship of Broughton was the work 
of Edward Beckwith and Robert G-rimston, the steward, 
who for the "surveying and mapping" received thirteen 
guineas. Of course planting of trees went on steadily; 
a number were put along the road sides, but many of 
these had to be felled some fifty years later by order of 
the Act of Parliament (13, Geo. III.) which prohibited 
highways being overshadowed by timber. There was 
hardly a year when the Tempests failed to plant; one of 
the pains laid at their Manorial Court in 1634 was that 
every tenant should "plant or set for every oxgang that 
they have in their possession one ash spier everie year" 
or be fined Gd., and no tenant was permitted to lop or 
prune the trees unduly. In 1730, Scot, the gardener, 
was sent to Stoneyhurst to fetch " Ew trees " and these 
were planted in the Grove, where many may still be seen. 
Up to the year 1727, out of the 2138 statute acres 

comprising the Broughton lordship, the Tempests had 
themselves farmed 703 acres as demesne—the glebe, 
freeholders and lanes and roads leading through the 
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township being bout 238 acres. But times and customs 
were changing, and Stephen Tempest now let off 279 
acres to Christopher Yates, and built him a house on the 
little Hill called " Smallows" and another 149 acres to 
James Varley, building him a house and building in the 
corner of "Low Copý."* His sale of farming stock 
realized about £400, and for "printed papers of the sale" 
5s. was paid. The cost in those days for threshing 97 
loads of oats by four men with flails was 8s.; twenty-five 
Scotch oxen were bought for £61 9s. Od., of which twenty 
were sold the next year for £74 10s. Od. This year we find 
the Leeds Mercury was the newspaper patronized, at 8s 
the year, the Leeds Oo'urant next year being a shilling 
dearer. 

In these days of constant and restless movement, one 
almost pities the family who remained so quietly at 
Broughton, visits to Townley, Stoneyhurst (then Sir 
Nicholas Sherburn's), Downham, Danby (the Scrope's), 
Lartington (the Maire's) or York seemed the extent of 
their journeyings, with a very rare visit to London for 
Mr. Tempest on business, when he would ride the whole 
way. Possibly the vexatious necessity for licences or 
passes may partially account for this retirement. Com-
missions were executed by the more fortunate friends 
and relations who visited London, " Sister Townley 
gets Mrs. Tempest's watch repaired, " Sister Maire " (of 
Lartington) buys her coffee, tea, snuff and stockings, 
while "potts for marmelett" could be procured in Skipton. 
The window tax for the Hall in 1732 stood at thirty 
shillings, an impost one is apt to forget. 
The •pin-pricks which Catholics suffered too, is often 

unknown or realized, but so late as 1733, they were 
subject to many tyrannous laws, and were at the mercy 
of envious or disagreeable neighbours. At this date, the 
Vicar of Broughton, one John Hewitt, a violent and 
not over sober cleric, considering he had a grievance 
against the Squire threatened to put the Penal Laws in 

* Broughton Leae., Nos. 33 and 34. 
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execution against him "and all the Roman Catholicks 
within the liberty if we do not comply with everything 
he desires." He declared he would have one of the 
"King's Messengers" or pursuivants from London, 
which Mr. Tempest plaintively remarks would cost him 
—Tempest-5 a day; besides this, the vicar vowed he 
would get the ." Oathes" tendered to the family—the 
Oaths acknowledging the King's supremacy in the Church 
—and vowed that "Tempest should neather keep gun, 
nor a horse worth five pounds value," for as explained, no 
Papist might have a horse without license of any value, 
neither were they allowed to have guns without a Justice's 
permission. 
The outcome of Mr. Hewitt's wrath was, that Mr. and 

Mrs. Tempest were cited "to appear personally in the 
parish church of Wakefield, on Wednesday, the 17th 
October, 1733, betwixt the Hours of Nine and Twelve in 
the morning to answer a Presentment of wholly absenting 
yourself from your Parish Church, and resorting to no 
other Place of Religious Worship allowed by the Law." 
These forms, signed by John Birtwisle, were forwarded 
with a kindly letter by Roger Mitton, the Vicar of Skipton, 
saying—" it is with great concern and Regret that I 
stand obliged as Surrogate, to send my Apparitor Wth ye 
enclosed to Broughton—I advise good Mrs. Tempest and 
yourself not to be 6oncerned, but to be very easy." The 
old couple, aged respectively 79 and 67 years, took Mr. 
Mitton's advise, and paid Mr. Shaw 15s. 8d. "for 
appearing at Wakefield cornition upon a summons to go 
to church" and there probably that matter ended. 

Death now broke up the happy home at the Hall, for 
Elizabeth, Mrs. Tempest, who had married the Squire 
over fifty-one years before, died at Broughton, 29 Decem-
ber, 1738, and was buried in the Tempest choir a few 
days later. The hatchments, bearing the deceased's 
arms, to be set up in the Church and Hall, came from 
York, mourning was provided for the family and house-
hold, the coffin cost £1, and a good many guineas were 
given amongst the poor. Her husband did not long 
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survive, dying 10 April, 1742, having made his will 
25 January, 1733-4, in which he left private instructions 
for donations and annuities to his children, poor, 
relations, and others. Not expecting to outlive Mrs. 
Tempest, he directed that "my most beloved wife may 
enjoy her appartments she now lives in, viz., her lodging-
room and drawing-room, with all its closets and con-
veniences and household goods therein wth she now 
enjoys, also her gold watch and rings, books, and all 
things she now enjoys during her life. Also I desire she 
may have the coach and horses when she desires it." 
For his funeral, he directed he was to be buried 
"privately and none invited to my funeral out of the 
town, but if any come uninvited, I would have wine and 
biskits and a dinner for them, and a dinner for the 
Town's (Broughton) with ale." He wished to be carried 
to the church on the " Oalaish " carriage, without 
mourning or any pall but the plain black cloth which is 
used for the town people. " I desire that neither my 
most dear wife, nor my son Stephen, nor my daughter 
Betty may come out of their chamber when my corps is 
carried out to be buried." He was to be laid in his 
father's grave full 3 feet deep with a flag over him and 
his wife was to be placed beside him in his mother's 
grave. A few escutcheons bearing his coat of arms 
might be used, "one to be put in the flagged hail" (the 
entrance). He was buried in the Tempest choir close 
to his wife on the night of April 13, forty flambeaux 
being provided. By his wife Elizabeth Fermor, Stephen 
Tempest had five sons and three daughters. 

The eldest son, Stephen, born 14 October 1689, married 
as recounted in 1714 to Elizabeth Lawson, with whom 
he set up housekeeping at York in February, 1714-15, 
and where she died in the house they then rented in 
Micklegate 9 December 1732, being buried in the Church 
of St. Martin -cum-Gregory in that city. After her death, 
Stephen and his family took up their abode at the Hall 
with his parents, Thomas Barton the coachman being 
sent from Broughton to York in June 1733, with two men 

M 
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and three horses, (putting up at the "Falcon Inn," where 
the cost was 21s. 6d.), to bring the two younger children 
and their maid. 

In 1739, old Mr. Tempest conveyed to his son and heir 
all his manors of Broughton, Thorpe and Burnsall, with 
his other property, charged with various annuities. The 
new owner was a keen sportsman, making expeditions 
when at York to fish at Maiham Tarn and to Driffield, 
where runs a well known trout stream; he shot on the 
moors at Burnsall and Newborough, went racing at York, 
attended the balls in the Assembly rooms there, and was 
member of a musical club. He kept a strict account of 
all the horses he had bought and sold—four black coach 
geldings, two three year olds, and the other two year 
olds bought at Nottingham, only cost £68 iSs. Od., and 
other horseflesh was as cheap. He also made a list of 
his plate, some of which is still in existence, and of his 
linen, naming some "very fine huggaback napkins spun 
by my mother." Her spinning wheel is preserved at the 
Hall. 

In May 1741, his eldest son, Stephen Walter Tempest, 
having finished his education at the Jesuit's College at 
St. Omers, and spent two years touring about France and 
Belgium, returned to England, his father hastening to 
meet him in London, when they stayed at the "Blue 
Ball" in St. James's Square, investing in a second-hand 
chariot in which they returned to Yorkshire. They 
visited Scarborough and York for the young man to 
renew acquaintances, and early in the year 1744 journeyed 
to Town, intending to stay there for a while and divert 
themselves, but were greeted with a Proclamation dated 
25 February, '44, ordering the Penal laws to be put in 
force against Papists, and "all such were ordered to 
remove out of London and Westminster before March 
10." On this unpleasant news the two Tempests had to 
turn their chariot and four horses, with all extra coach 
and one saddle horse towards York, travelling through 

* Broughton Deeds, No. 260. 
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Worksop, where the turnpike charges were 16s. 4d. 
Arrived at York they were still not free to come and go 
as they listed, for on April 7 (1744) " Stephen Tempest 
of the City of York, being a Popish Recusant who hath, 
persuant to the Statute in that case made, confined 
himself to the said city, having occasion to travel out of 
the compass of five miles from hence and having taken 
an oath before four of the Justices of the Peace for the 
City and County of the said City, that he hath occasion 
to go to Broughton to receive rents, Ste., and also to 
Townley as he is a Trustee of the late Wm. Townley "-
obtained leave to absent himself on these errands 
until the 15 May ensuing. This licence is signed by 
John Agar, Lord Mayor (the grocer from whom Mr. 
Tempest bought his tea, &c), James Barnard, George 
Skelton, Richard Lawson, and the High Sheriff, Thomas 
Place, the pass being extended on the 15th of May till 
July 13, as he pleaded he was unable to finish his 
business .* One part of his business at least was satis-
factory, for he notes that he gave 3s. "to be laid out in 
sport at the Rush bearing, or Town feast, because I 
received all my rents." 

About this date more wooden drains were laid on the 
property, being set four feet below the ground, and cost 
Os. per rood to lay; remains of these are sometimes met 
with when re-draining. The river Aire had its banks 
repaired below Hesleker bridge, and 84 stone of live carp 
were put into the garden canals, with 91 trout. 

In December, 1748, Stephen Walter, the son and heir, 
married at Durham, Francis Olive, the daughter and 
coheir of George Meynell of Aidhorough in the North 
Riding, and coheir of her cousin Francis Mascy of IRixton 
near Warrington, a match immensely satisfactory, as not 
only was the lady of distinguished lineage, but she was 
very well dowered, and proved a good wife. 
By the marriage settlements, the father Tempest con-

veyed to his son all his estates, plate, furniture, Ste., 

* Originals at Broughton Hall Lib.-K. 6. 
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reserving only to himself certain farms worth £309 a 
year, and "that plantation called the Grove in Broughton, 
enclosed within a wall, being on the South side of 
Broughton Beck of about 12 acres, and being a Papist, 
these estates had to be registered before the Clerk to the 
Justices of the West Riding, showing that his rent roll 
was a little over £1,000 a year, some of the land being 
let at 20s. an acre, some much less, but we must also 
remember that meat was cheap, beef or mutton being 
from 2d. to 3d. a pound. 

Mr. Tempest now ceased to reside permanently at the 
Hall, and when he came to stay, he paid his son £2 
a week for himself and his servant. His love and interest 
in the old home was however unabated, and he spent 
much of his income on improvements. This is how he 
explains one of his alterations—" The Room called the 
Hall was pulled down quite to the ground, and the small 
beer cellar, the ale cellar and the wine cellar were vaulted 
with stone got on the moor above Yellison, and that 
more height might be got in the small cellar, the Hall 
was of necessity to be flagged, there not being room to 
lye timber upon which to make a boarded floar. . . . The 
Ashler Stone with which both projections at the ends of 
this new Hail was builded, were brought from Einpsey 
Moore, being got there by leave of the Right Honle-
Dorothy, Countess of Burlington, given me. I was at 
the expense of all this building, witness my hand this 
25 Oct. 1755, being then sixty-six years old complete— 
Steph. Tempest." This hall was probably formerly the 
common dining hail for the family and household, a very 
large fireplace, now blocked up, .stood on one side; the 
projections mentioned are still standing. He also sashed 
all the windows on the north front, relaid the present 
library floor, and added the charming ceiling. He was 
indefatigable in planting, especially in what he called 
"plumps," i.e., clumps, and in the hedgerows, and he 
notes with pride that with the exception of 50 oaks six 

* Broughton Deeds, No. 259. 
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feet high bought at York, a few " Scotts firs," and some 
very small larch trees given me by Mr. Lister of G-isburne, 
before his death in 1761, all the trees on the property 
were raised from seed and grown in his home nurseries. 
In 1770 it may be noted that some thmnings from the 
woods were sold for £16 "to Mr. Roundell for scafholds 
for his new house," Gledstone. Mr. Tempest was also 
of a literary turn of mind, and added many volumes to 
the library, while in 1764 he published anonymously, a 
little book of advice to young men, entitled Religio Laici. 
enlarged from a letter he had indited to his eldest son in 
1741. Dr. Whitaker, the Craven historian, commends 
it, and others must have appreciated it, as a second 
edition was issued in 1768; it certainly contains much 
sage counsel. Steph. Tempest died 12 April, 1771, and 
was buried in the Tempest choir; he had left directions 
that should he die from home his heart was to be sent to 
Broughton "iii a leaden box well salted," and laid with 
his ancestors. He made his will 27 March, 1759, leaving 
all to his eldest son Stephen Walter, but by a codicil he 
made provisions for the education of the son of Henry, 
his younger son, who had become a doctor, married 
beneath him and died at Senegal in 1761. All his 
children except the heir, pre-deceased the old Squire, his 
three daughters being nuns at Ghent. 
As has been stated, Stephen Walter Tempest on his 

marriage in 1748, became the owner of the family estates; 
he was born at York 23 May, 1719, where his parents 
were then residing. He busied himself over his property, 
and evidently loved hunting, as oné of his earliest entries 
in 1749 was of five guineas to a "Mr. Willson towards 
keeping dogs," the dogs being beagles, and this payment 
was continued each year till March 1757, when Mr. Willson 
received 5 guineas "for his last payment in full for 
Beagles' meat," and £5 14s. Od. "for the Huntsman's 
wages, clothes, &c. In 1765, he notes that on February 
10 we had the greatest flood ever known, occasioned by 

* Account Book, No, 35. 
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heavy snow turning suddenly to rain, when many bridges 
were washed away within thirty miles, and on July 24 
we had the most severe thunder storm ever known in 
these parts. The flood in less than two hours was about 
15 inches higher than on Feb. 10. The wooden bridge 
and Hesyiquer (Hesleker, near Carleton) stone bridge fell 
a day or two after. On the same day much mischief was 
done at Oononly and at Bradford." 

In 1754, the Vicar of Broughton objecting to some 
alterations made by Mr. Tempest on the beck-side near 
the Hall (alleging some waste land had been enclosed 
which the Squire had no right to), brought an action 
against him for which we are indebted for a good deal of 
information as to the Hall and its surroundings, amongst 
which is, that the beck had been straightened and the 
banks heightened, which was most desirable for the low 
ground near the Hall was often flooded and was very 
damp. The vicar lost his suit, but it cost Tempest £87 
and more in lawyer's fees, &c. Disputes continued how-
ever, culminating in 1767, when Mr. Guy refused to 
permit Mr. Tempest's infant son to be buried in the 
Tempest choir, withholding entry on the plea that the 
child had not been baptized by a minister recognized by 
law. The body remained unburied until Tempest, at the 
York Assizes, had proved that the chapel or choir on the 
north side of Broughton Parish Church was his property, 
as it had been that of his ancestors, and he was adjudged 
to have full legal right of ingress and egress to the same, 
and from the old accounts he was able to prove that 
certainly from 1648, his family had kept the choir 
repaired, as his descendants have done to this day.* 

Stephen Walter Tempest made his will 9 July, 1779, in 
which he names his stock in the Canal Navigation 
between Leeds and Liverpool; he died at Scarborough 
9 September, 1784, the body being brought thence and 
buried in the old burying place. By his wife Frances 
Olive Meynell (who survived him and died at York, 1795) 

Broughton No. 330, Tempest v. Guy. 
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he had four sons and four daughters, who lived to grow 
up, while six children died infants. Of the sons, Stephen 
succeeded, George, Charles, and Richard were in turn 
apprenticed to a manufacturer of "fustian checks and 
Manchester goods " in Manchester, which proved a 
financial failure. Of the daughters, three married and 
one was a nun. 

Stephen Tempest, the heir, born 1 May 1756, was, like 
his father, educated by the Jesuits abroad, and soon after 
succeeding to the family estates commenced improvements• 
at the Hall. A friend writing in 1785 enquires whether 
"your improvements extend to the garden or chapel as 
you formerly designed, or do you stop at the dining 
room ?" (he paid the architect Mr. Atkinson £42 for a 
marble mantelpiece for this room), and his mother writes 
she hears he has made an "eligant room," and slyly 
suggests a wife is also required. As a fashionable young 
mail he must needs go to London where he attended 
assemblies, the races at Guildford, Epsom and Ascot, and 
loses and wins a few guineas in betting, chiefly on his 
friends' marriages and cards. In 1787 he built a "new 
shooting lodge on Thorpe Fell, calling it "Moorcock 
Lodge ;" erected new stables and made some alterations 
to his chapel and kitchen. He married at Sefton Parish 
Church and in the private Catholic Chapel at Ince 
Blundell, 1 May, 1789, Elizabeth, the second daughter 
and eventual coheir of Henry Blundell of Ince Blundell, 
co. Lancaster, by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
George Mostyn of Telacre, Bart., with whom he received 
a portion of £8,000, and under her father's will she 
inherited valuable landed property at Heaton and Rum-
worth, near Bolton-le-Moors, which on her death passed 
to her second son, Henry Tempest. 

In 1791, the high road between Skipton and Clithei'oe 
was straightened in front of the Hall, whereby an 
awkward and unnecessary dip down to the beck side was 
avoided, and a new bridge (the one now in use leading to 
Elsiack) was built, costing £281 5s. Od., and of this sum 
the parish was assessed at £43 14s. lid., the county gave 
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£93 15s. Od., and Mr. Tempest "in agreement in full for 
re-building Broughton Bridge, it being a convenience to 
my improvements," £143 Os. Od.* His improvements 
included an exchange of land. In July 1795, the Rev. 
Charles Rail, Vicar of Broughton and the patrons of his 
living, conveyed to Stephen Tempest "a small ancient 
vicarage house much out of repair and unfit for the 
vicar's residence," with its outlying barn, &c., standing 
on la. 8r. Op., abutting south and east on Tempest's land, 
and north and west on the road leading from Broughton 
to Elsiack, also a piece of the glebe land containing 
5a. ir. 2'7p., abutting north and west on Tempest's land, 
south and west on the glebe, south and east on the 
Elsiack road, with 2a. 3r. 7p., at the east end of the 
lordship, bordered by the Skipton road on the north, &c., 
for which Tempest conveyed to them 3 roods of land in 
Church meadow, called " Ugh day's Work," and three 
closes called Boggards, Barn and Miller Closes, contain-
ing 25a. Or. 32p., in all 25a. Or. 35p., for 9a. 3i'. 34p.; 
further, Tempest was to build a good substantial house 
of stone fit for the residence of the vicar, with barn and 
stable, according to dimensions arranged, on "Ugh day's 
Work," which is the present vicarage.t This sounds as 
though the vicar had got the best of the bargain, but Mr. 
Tempest got rid of the tumble-down vicarage and its 
buildings, which stood on the site of the present West 
Lodge, and be was enabled, now that the new bridge was 
built, to make a handsome approach to the Hall. 
An echo of the anxious closing years of the 18th century 

reaches us when we read that in April 1798, Mr. Tempest 
gave 3 guineas ,to the Collection made in the Chapel 
(the private Catholic one) in aid of the Government for 
the expense of the war," and in November, "2 guineas 
to a concert at Skipton for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of those who fell at ye sea fight under Admiral 
Nelson at the Mouth of the Nile." In June 1798, when 
the county was busy raising volunteers for the defence of 

' Account Book., No. 39. - Brovyk ton Deedx, No. 298. 
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their country, Stephen Tempest of Broughton was one of 
those appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for the West Riding, 
and when the alarm of invasion in 1803 shook England, 
he was busy corresponding with Lord Ribblesciale as to 
the beacons to be lighted in the neighbourhood should 
the French land. In 1805 he gave £805 "towards 
raising the Craven Legion, which was raised to protect 
our shores from Bouriaparte," and 8 guineas "to the 
Patriotic Fund," while in April 1814, over £45 was 
expended in " Fireworks, Ale, &c., on Bounaparte's 
abdicating the Throne and Restoration of the Bourbons." 
About the middle of the 18th century, the Tempests 

had enclosed and walled in some 300 acres of land lying 
to the south of the Hall, where they kept a small herd of 
about seventy deer, one of which was the cause of an 
unpleasant fracas with their neighbours at Skipton. In 
November 1802 (not 1799 as Mr. Gomersall in his 
Hunting in Craven opines) one of the bucks escaped, and 
was hunted and killed near Carleton by a pack of hounds 
called the " Skipton Hunt," which was supported by the 
townsmen. There had been some trouble with this hunt 
in 1795, owing to their damaging fences, &c., in 
Broughton, and probably the fact that the Craven Hunt 
was started in 1801, to which Mr. Tempest liberally 
subscribed, may have made him more impatient with the 
other pack poaching on his lands; but the affair need 
never have assumed the magnitude it did, had not some 
of the more rowdy members of the Skipton Hunt behaved 
foolishly, and broken into the Broughton coverts. Mr. 
Gomersall gives a vivid description of how Mr. Tempest 
and his huntsman went in search of the "stag" which 
the Skipton sparks had prepared for him, but alas! for 
that finely drawn picture, it was the gamekeeper who 
went on the Sunday morning on receipt of the "sparks'" 
message, and it was he who found the painted and 
decorated donkey. Mr. Gomersall tells of the "jokes" 
played on the Squire, but refrains from mentioning how 
Mr. Tempest and his household were pestered with 
insulting anonymous letters, ribald poems, and rude 
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notices affixed to his gates and distributed amongst his 
servants and tenants. The last straw however, was a 
notice stating "that you, Steph. Tempest have been 
guilty of that be sin of Drunkenness, whereby you 
will turn brisle-faced, scarlet-nosed," &c., &c. Now, if 
there was one thing the Tempests prided themselves upon 
in those days of heavy drinking, was their sobriety, 
therefore the naturally indignant Squire promptly com-
menced legal proceedings against the ringleaders for 
trespass, for after due notices warning them off his estate, 
they had not only broken down fences, but put their 
hounds into the "Grove" and the Park, where the deer 
were, and damaged the walls, &c. This evidently 
frightened the more sober-minded members of the hünt, 
and after they had made ample apology, Mr. Tempest, in 
July, 1803, withdrew his charges, the hunt undertaking 
to pay the law costs, and they were once more, with 
certain restrictions, allowed to hunt over his land.* 

In 1806, Stephen Tempest succeeded as heir at law 
(through his great-great-grandmother, Anne Scrope) to 
the estates of Thomas Scrope at (Joleby and elsewhere in 
Lincolnshire, so that with his mother's property at Rixton, 
and his wife's at Heaton, he was a rich man for those 
days. Possibly on the strength of his improved fortune, 
he proceeded to enlarge Broughton Hall, and in 1809 
commenced on a plan made by William Atkinson, a well 
known Manchester architect vide Diet. N.B.) by enlarging 
and heightening the east wing and heightening that on 
the west, while he re-faced the north front with sand-
stone, which improved its appearance. A reference to 
the plâtes of Broughton Hall in the 1st and 2nd editions 
(or 3rd) of Dr. Whitaker's History of Craven, will show 
the alterations. The plate of 1805 depicts the house as 
it was before the work was commenced, and was engraved 
by Mr. Basire, to whom Mr. Tempest paid 20 guineas 
for "reducing, engraving copper, and writing" it. In 
the second plate, published in 1812, the alterations are 

I 

* Letters, Poems and Documents, Broughton 3188., Box xiv., U. 17. 
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apparent. Mr. John Webb made plans for laying out 
the grounds, but these were only partially used; the old 
"Canal Garden" had been removed at the end of the 
18th century. 

Either a desire to retrench (or because after peace was 
declared it was the fashion to travel on the Continent) 
Mr. and Mrs. Tempest with their three eldest children 
started oft from Broughton Hall early in October 1816, 
in their own coach, which as was the custom they took 
with them, and crossing the Channel on the 21st, 
remained in Italy, staying at Florence, Naples and Rome, 
&c., until September 2nd, 1818, when they arrived back 
in England. During their absence the old Deer Park 
wall was demolished, and the deer done away with. It 
is instructive to note that the steward in a letter of 
March, 181 7, says "the tenants are all very much 
dissatisfied at your remaining from home so long." 
Times were very bad at this period, and possibly the 
tenants and others knew they would receive more help if 
their Squire was on the spot to witness the distress. 

Mr. Tempest died at Broughton 28 November, 1824, 
and was the last Tempest to be buried in the Tempest 
choir in Broughton Church. He had a large family by 
his wife Elizabeth Blundell, who survived her husband 
twenty-five years. 
He was succeeded by his eldest surviving son, Charles 

Robert Tempest, born at Broughton 21 April, 1794, who 
was created a Baronet in 1841, and who was the first 
Catholic High Sheriff, after the passing of the Catholic 
Relief Bill of 1830, holding the office in 1839. He, like 
his father, loved "bricks and mortar," and in 1838 added 
the Portico to the north front of the Hall, making 
further improvements to the roof by adding balustrading 
and built the clock-tower. He also made the drive from 
the Skipton Road about 1840, building the two lodges to 
the east of the Hall, moving the old bridge shown in 
Whitaker's 1812 plate, for his new road ; the lodge on 
the site of the old vicarage, called the West Lodge, was 
of later construction. In 1855 he commenced laying out. 
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the Italian garden to the south and east of the Hall from 
designs by the well known landscape gardener, William 
Nesfield. Besides these works he generally improved his 
property and farms. 
Owing to the Tempest choir being closed for burial by 

the Act of Parliament, he bought some land in Skiptori 
in 1836, commenced to build St. Stephen's Catholic 
Church with its private burial chapel below the sanctuary, 
his brothers and sisters assisting, and it was here he was 
laid to rest when he died unmarried 8 December, 1865. 
By his will dated 25 March, 1863, Sir Charles Robert 
Tempest Bart., bequeathed his estate in trust for his 
nephew Arthur Cecil Tempest and his friend James 
Fleming, Q.C. (who had persuaded him to claim the 
Barony of de Scales, as one of the many coheirs, through 
his great-great-grandmother Elizabeth Fermor). During 

the term of this trust, the Hall was let, the last tenant 
being Sir Charles Henry Tempest of Heaton, Bart., who 
died there in 1894, and on whose death the trust 
terminated and Arthur Cecil Tempest became sole owner. 

The new possessor, Major Tempest was second son of 
Henry, second surviving son of Stephen Tempest. Henry 
born in 1795, succeeded to his mother's valuable 
estates at Heaton and Rumsworth near Bolton-le-Moors, 
and marrying in 1829 Jemima, daughter of Sir Thomas 
de Trafford of Trafford, left two sons, Charles Henry who 
succeeded to the Heaton estates and was created a 
Baronet in 1866 "of Heaton," and Arthur Cecil, born in 
1837, who, as shown, succeeded to his uncle in the 
Broughton estates, and who was proud, as a descendant 
of those Tempests we have endeavoured to put before 
our readers, to welcome the members of the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society in 1909 to the home 
those old Tempests so dearly prized. 
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THE SITE OF NORTON TOWER, 

RYLSTONE. 

BY 

F. \T ILLY, M.D 

T least since the first issue of Whitaker's History of 
Craven a certain amount of mild archæological 
interest has attached to this place ; for the author 

then brought to the notice of the general public a series 
of ancient or fairly old works hereabouts, and gave a 
certain amount of fact and theory in order to account 
for them. Not long afterwards Wordsworth (White Doe, 
Canto V.), utilised these observations for imaginative 
purposes. In fact the site is striking enough to any 
casual passer-by. A ridge some 600 yards long rises not 
far eastward of the railway and high road from Skipton 
to Grassington (themselves 60() to 700 feet above sea-
level) to a superior elevation of about 250 feet, fairly 
gently at the southern end, but more and more steeply 
along its western flank, until at the northern end the 
slope is precipitous. Towards the north its crest is 
broken by the fissured stump of the tower, and behind it 
the fells again rise, at first gradually, for a furtherheight 
of about 700 feet, forming a ragged edge of rocks against 
the sky-line.t And if one climbs to the tower the reverse 
view is not easily forgotten, for (except where Flashy 
Fell blocks the sight) a huge stretch of the more open 
country to the west is revealed in more than a semi-circle 
spread out beneath one's feet, while a backing of range 

* All except one of the references in this paper are to this volume, third 
edition. 

f A survey of this ridge is shown in Fig. 1, and a general view from the west 
in Fig. 2. 

1 
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after range completes the picture. It follows that the 
site, rough and desolate enough in itself, is exposed to 
most of the unpleasantnesses which the Craven climate 
can produce. Mists are frequent, and but seldom does 
the wind hold its peace. Though not altogether remote 
from human habitation, the tower is near the southern 
boundary of the parish of Ry]stone, and lies a mile from 
the village, towards which nestling spot a series of tracks 
can be traced almost continuously ; and it is there that 
the reputed builder of the tower apparently had his 
regular summer quarters in a somewhat pretentious 
manor-house (p. 520). 
The whole ridge is eminently defensible towards 

the north and west. The south also would not be 
difficult to guard with the help of a defensive work, 
such as perhaps covers it ; and the eastern flank in 
its southern parts is somewhat protected by a slight 
hollow which (as we shall see) has apparently been 
utilised for that purpose. However the northern part 
of the eastern flank naturally forms a gentle slope 
down from higher ground, and here the apparently 
defensive work has been continued to meet the northern 
steep fall of ground from the ridge, and so all the more 
easily attacked parts are covered and made safe, provided 
a sufficient garrison were present. The tower itself is 
pitched on the point of greatest military strength. What 
has been noted above as perhaps a defence is a slight 
earthwork, fosse to the south and east, and vallum to the 
north and west, shown from F via E and C to A on Fig. 
1. To this in parts a dry wall from three to four feet in 
thickness has been added at a later date, and, standing 
partly in the fosse, it forms a revetment to the valium. 
This wall shows very plainly from A to C. South of C 
a modern fence overlies and almost hides it. Probably it 
stretched nearly as far as E, but beyond that point there 
is no definite sign that it ever existed. From the north-
ern end (A) of this wall a branch of dissimilar construc-
tion makes an acute angle with it and proceeds straight 
to the south-east corner of the tower G; no fosse or 
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valium shows here and this wall does not follow the 
naturally defensive edge of the precipice. From the 
south-west corner of the tower what seems to be a con-
tinuation of this line strikes off down the slope, then 
runs along that slope (again not in the position naturally 
to be chosen for defence) and, after throwing off a second-
ary branch which can be followed for some distance 
straight down the steep hill to I, it sweeps round and 
can be traced (with considerable gaps here and there) to 
the point J. This wall may fairly be assumed to have 
once enclosed the upper parts of the ridge by linking up 
both ends of the eastern wall ; but clearly it has not 
joined the south-western end of the earthwork, nor is it 

easy to regard it as belonging to the system apparently 
shadowed by that earthwork, which does not look as if it 
had contemplated complete enclosure of any kind. The 
mode of junction at A, the way in which it connects 
with the tower and throws off a branch down the hill, 
its position on the slope and its apparent failure to aim 
for the south-west end of the earthwork, all seem to 
proclaim this, as also that its primary purpose was not 
defence. To enclose a considerable area related to the 
tower seems to have been its aim (although defence may 
well have been a secondary object) ; whereas (at least so 
far as position goes) the aim of the earthwork seems to 
have been to cover the more easily approached parts of 
the ridge. As we shall see, the eastern wall was certainly 
added to the pre-existing earthwork, and the probabilities 
seem to be that the walls are all of one general date and 
originated with or after the tower, the eastern length 
taking advantage of the already existing vallum and 
fosse largely as a matter of convenience. I judge this 
date to be generally that of the tower not only from the 
mutual relations of the two but also because excavation 
has pretty clearly shown that the building at 0 was part 
of the wall system and was itself of about the date of 
the tower. But tower, walls and earthwork do not by 
any means exhaust the interest of the site, for three long 
mounds similar to those at Sutton (Bradford Antiquary, 

1,1 
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1910, p.. 335) also exist on the ridge, as well as a consi-
derable number (about 25) of small heaps of stone which 
it can hardly be doubted are barrows—most probably of 
the bronze age.* 
As the latest date with which we are concerned is most 

easily arrived at and with least uncertainty, let us try to 
follow the course of events backwards. After the "Riiug 
of the North" in 1569, the Nortons, who then owned 
Rylstone, were exiled or executed in proportion to their 
powers of flight. For some years the estate lay desolate, 
and was then granted to the Clifford family, of Skipton, 
who had previously been overlords. The tower, therefore, 
was almost certainly not inhabited after 1570 or so; and, 
as at least some of the works hereabouts had pretty clearly 
long been obnoxious to the Cliffords, there cannot be 
much doubt that they were more or less ruined imme-
diately after the ruin of the builder. For Whitaker 
(p 524) quotes Dodsworth to the effect that tradition in 
his almost contemporary days ascribed the tower to 
Richard Norton, the last of his line, who probably came 
into the estate in about the year 1540. Such testimony 
is not to be neglected, and Mr. W. M. I'Anson, tells me 
that (so far as he can judge from photographs) the evidence 
from the tower itself is quite in keeping with it. Similar 
pele-towers were not infrequently built during the first 
half of the sixteenth century, not only in the unquiet 
border counties but also a good deal further south. As 
to the reason for its erection, let us consider Whitaker's 
evidence and views. 
A dispute began during the tenure of Rylstone by the 

first Norton (John) to hold land hereabouts. It concerned 
the hunting rights in the township, both Norton and the 
then Clifford of Skipton claiming free warren. P. 522 
(note) shows that it was already in full swing by about 
1530, for a ubpœna was then directed to the first Earl 
of Cumberland from the court at York. In the latter 
end of Henry VJII.'s reign the following passed from the 

* Fig. 2 was taken from close by Canon Green well's celebrated mound clxii. in 
British Barrows. I 
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PrivyCouncil to the Earl of Shrewsbury, Lieut.-General 
in the North :-" After commendation, etc.—Whereas 
coniplaynt hath lately byn made to the Quenes Highness 
(Catherine Parr) that my Lorde of Cumberlande, p'tend-
ing right of forest w'thin certayne grounds belonging to 
John Norton wher ye sayd Norton dothe clayme Free 
Warren, hath now of late not onlie intruded ther, but. 
causyd alsoe sundrie of his s'vants to cast down ye hedges 
and dykes, etc. 

"This shall be to advertize yow that ye Queenes 
Graces pleasure is that yo' putting my 5d Lord of Cum-
b'rlande in rem'brance what unmeet a tyme this is for th' 
attempting of such thinges, the Kinges Majestie being 
now owte of ye realme, yow shall wt11 good delyberation, 
as yow may, tak such ordre yn this matt' as to reason 
and good equitie shall ap'tayne . . . " (p. 525). Among 
the testimony of seven witnesses for the Clifford side 
(p. 305) is the following :-" Lancelot Marton, of Eshton, 
Esq., saith, That he was a boy, and, together with his 
father, he did see the keepers of Skipton Forest hunt 
and chase deer out of the grounds of Rilston ; 
till now of late that Master Norton hath walled his 
grounds of Rilston, where the foresters were wont to walk, 
and to draw my lord of Cumberland's deer into his 
ground he bath made a wall on an high rigge, beside a 
quagmire, and at the end of the wall he bath rayled the 
ground, so that it is a destruction to my lord's deer, so 
many as come." Now Master Marton was a follower of 
my lord, and may well have been prejudiced. He 
probably only judged or misjudged Master Norton's 
reasons for building walls ; but his evidence is sufficient 
to prove that a wall was built, and, the ground still being 
soft at the foot of the Norton Tower "rigge," almost to 
make it certain that at least part of the walling already 
described is the one referred to by him. In addition, 
enclosure of some sort is mentioned in the Privy Council's 
letter ; and we can hardly doubt that these enclosures in 
dispute were substantially the same in the two cases, 
although, as Whitaker says (p. 525), the Cliffords them-

N 
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selves subsequently enclosed the same ground, with part 
of the fell above, for a park. This subsequent enclosure 
probably accounts for some of the walls. 

It seems then that for some years the Nortons had 
been putting up enclosures in Ryistone, almost certainly 
on the fells about the tower ; that the Cliffords, whether 
with reason or not, believed these to be designed to 
entrap the deer, or that they otherwise interfered with 
their rights, and proceeded to tear them down again. 
Perhaps this gives an adequate reason for the erection of 
the tower. It is clearly a dwelling-place designed for 
strength, and though it would not stand a serious siege 
it would be a very suitable shelter for a band of watchers 
over the Norton interests. And clearly the walls could 
be used for herding deer. Enclosures for such a purpose 
were not infrequent in deer-forests, and are referred to in 
mediæval deeds as "hayes." At the same time Whitaker's 
inference (p. 524) is an impossible one, though his con-
cluding clause is to the point. He calls the wall and 
entrenchment a "deer-pound," and says :-" The princi-
ple of them (deer-pounds) was something like that of a 
wire mouse-trap. On the deólivity of a steep hill, the 
bottom of which was fenced so as to be impassable, a 
wall was constructed nearly level with the surface on the 
outside, yet so high within that without wings it was 
impossible to escape in the opposite direction. Care was 
probably taken that these enclosures should contain better 
feed than the neighbouring parks or forests; and whoever 
is acquainted with the habits of these sequacious animals 
will easily conceive that, if the leader was once tempted 
to descend into the snare, a herd would follow; to recover 
which there were probably more frays than lawsuits." 
The eastern entrenchment is built on a gentle slope, not 
a steep one ; the fosse is outside or (in parts) up the 
slope, the valium and wall being inside or down hill, so 
that if the work was constructed to bar passage, that 
passage was inwards, not outwards ; and there are signs 

* This park is shown on old maps. Tuke (who makes the greatest parade of 
accuracy) marks it as entirely west of the tower. 
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of an entrance (N, Fig. 1) which can only have been 
constructed for defensive purposes. The likelihood, then, 
seems to be that the eastern wall at any rate was put up 
by the Nortons, probably in connection with deer, that 
it was made somewhat defensive in design in order to 
guard against possible raids from Skipton, and that the 
tower was placed to hold the watchers. Of course 
nothing can have been intended for a permanent defence, 
for hundreds of men would have been necessary as a 
garrison; but a few resolute guardians would be able to 
hinder a small number of opponents in an attempt to 
drive off deer, at least for some time. Whether the 
earthwork was simply an earlier perhaps palisaded edition 
of the same design or was built for an entirely different 
purpose is less easy to decide. 

Let us now take the eastern wall and the earthwork 
in more detail. The fosse as a rule is only a puny thing, 
and the valium, probably formed from the upcast, not 
much better. Where I have trenched it the ditch is only 
6- feet across and 20 inches deep (measured from subsoil), 
the subsoil sloping up from the rounded bottom more 
sharply to the western than to the eastern lip (see Figs. 
3 ,and 4). The valium corresponds with it in size. As 
one goes southwards from C the fosse gradually becomes 
larger and carries a small stream of water. Probably, 
especially as the valium retains the same dimensions all 
along, advantage has been taken of an already existing 
stream-bed, the material being placed along its western 
edge. The wall is recessed at N and forms the eastern 
side of an apparently oblong building of which the south-
ern and western walls remain in good condition in part. 
The position of the northern wall and of the northern 
part of the western wall can only be inferred from a mass 
of rubble. Only one trench was taken across the in-
terior, which was not further cleared on account of the 
unproductive nature of the material. There seemed to 
be a very rough flooring of angular stone, but it was 
impossible to differentiate it with certainty from fallen 
walls. In the centre was a hearth, eighteen inches square, 

NN 
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of flags deeply reddened by fire on their upper surfaces, 
and with much charcoal scattered round. A few pieces 
of red glazed ware, probably dating from about the year 
1500, were found both inside and outside the position of 
the western wall, and a flint flake in the surface soil out-
side the eastern wall. The main wall was terribly 
decayed at its junction with the S.E. corner of this 
building, as was that corner; but, so far as one could 
judge, there had been an interruption here forming an 
entrance about two feet wide. It will be noticed that 
the valium, though not the wall, is missing for a few feet 
south of this point. This probably marks the original 
entrance to the earthwork ; but there is no hope of 
proving the point, for a diversion of the fosse in an 
irregular semi-circular form, to rejoin again north of the 
whole recessed entrance, begins opposite the gap. Though 
very slight, this semi-circular fosse can have had no use 
except to bar access to the entrance, The line of the 
fosse and valium is continued by slighter signs across 
this recess in the wall. Trenching proves that this was 
the original line. Fig. 3, taken from the east, shows in 
order (a) the fosse with pick (length 3 feet 2 inches) 
standing in it, (b) the rise (16 inches high and 6 feet 
wide) of the much flattened valium, and (c) the eastern 
wall of the building (0) with a very slight gutter cut in 
the subsoil just outside it—no doubt for drainage. Char-
coal was abundant hereabouts, but nothing else was 
found. All this suggests that the wall was added to the 
earthwork, a difference in position and in mode of forming 
the entrance throwing a short length of the fosse and 
valium out of use, and that most probably the covering 
fosse was added at this time. That the wall was the 
later structure was conclusively proved by a cut a few 
yards further north, where the fosse (so far as it was 
opened) was found to be of the same shape and dimen-
sions as before, but containing in its western part the 
wall standing on ten inches of filling (Fig. 4). Not much 
as to the interval between the digging of the fosse and 
the putting up of the wall can be judged from this : we 



Fig. 4. 
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I 

can only assert that an interval must have existed. As 
Mr. A. H. Alicroft, who has most kindly interested him-
self in the question, points out, the only way by which 
the date of the earthwork can be determined is by clear-
ing a considerable length of the fosse in the hope of 
finding datable objects at the bottom. But the paucity 
of finds so far is not encouraging, and the shallowness of 
the silting in the fosse, as well as possibilities of disturb-
ance during the building, might render conclusions 
indefinite even if objects were turned up from such a 
depth. 
With regard to the meaning of the earthwork, only a 

few remarks can therefore be hazarded. Its disposition 
resembles that of a defensive work somewhat in the 
nature of a promontory fort :" against this is its 
slightness. Its association with barrows suggests a pre-
historic age, as perhaps does its disposition against this 
again is its slightness. Its association with the wall and 
with the historic quarrel in late rnediæval times suggests 
that it was merely part of a first edition of the walled 
enclosure : this possibility cannot be denied. As we 
shall see, however, there was probably some intermediate 
use for the site in early mediaeval times, to which period 
the long mounds (clearly similar to those at Sutton) seem 
to belong. There are several other cases in which long 
but slight entrenchments of doubtful purpose seem to be 
associated with such mounds; and this suggests such a 
period for the earthwork. To this supposition I am 
inclined on the whole, though how to explain its meaning 
must then remain wholly doubtful. 
I do not propose to dwell nìuch on the long mounds 

two of which (L, M) have been investigated. They 
yielded no finds except small scraps of charcoal. As at 
Sutton, but in less degree, they showed signs of having 
been built in layers. No theory as to their meaning is 
ready for publication as yet. We may, however, note three 
points :— (a) two (L and especially M) seem to show a rela-
tion to the valium. The way in which the eastern edge 
of the fosse surrounding M just borders the western edge 
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of the valium is quite striking. (b) The same two show 
a slight prolongation of the fosse from the S. W. corners 
down the hill. This looks like a desire to keep them dry. 
(c) One (K) has been partially destroyed by a quarry. 
Now it is hard to believe that any builders except of the 
tower would resort to this inaccessible place for digging 
stone. Nor do I think that good building stone such as 
forms most of the casing of the tower could be obtained 
from so shallow a pit ; but certainly much of the rubble 
core of that structure could be dug here. If the quarry 
was opened for building the tower, then the use for the 
mounds had already disappeared by about the year 1500. 
This fits in with the scanty finds in such mounds at 
Sutton and Rathrnell. 

Four harrows—marked B 1 to 4 in Fig. 1—have been 
opened, in each case by a trench of approximately the 
full width of the mound struck from the south and 
carried well past the centre. For all practical purposes 
we may be certain that 110 interments were overlooked. 
B 1 was 12 feet in diameter and 18 to 24 inches high. 
It consisted of boulders, then on the level of the soil 
came a layer of peaty matter running up to twelve 
inches thick. Just south of the centre the subsoil had 
been dug out previously to a funnel-shaped pit, oval at 
the bottom where it measured 3 feet 6 inches by 3 feet 
(the long diameter pointing east and west) and 3 feet 
deep from the subsoil level. It had been refilled with 
the soil removed (a mixture of sand and stone), together 
with a little of the surface soil here and there, and mixed 
with the filling were a number of small pieces of charcoal. 
These last formed quite a layer at the bottom. The ex-
cavation was carried to the solid rock, which lay only a 
few inches deeper, but nothing further was found. The 
remainder had no peaty layer. 
B 2 was similar in size. Scraps of charcoal were 

present on the subsoil, which was abominably hard and 
showed no signs of ever having been disturbed. 
B 3 was somewhat larger (23 feet north and south, 17 

feet east and west, 2 feet high). The, appearances were 

o 
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almost exactly as in B 1. The pit (2 feet deep from the 
subsoil) contained less charcoal, and had been formed 
with no small labour by removing the upper loose layers 
of sandstone. The floor was solid rock. Nothing was 
found in addition. 
B 4 was like B I and B 2 in size. Scraps of charcoal 

were present on the subsoil and for a few inches deep in 
it, and there were signs that the subsoil had been dis-
turbed for a depth of about two feet, but no foreign 
matter was mixed in, nor could the point be proved 
definitely. Certainly the size of any pit could not be 
defined. 
The only possible explanation of these mounds is that 

they are barrows. The pits are just large enough to 
contain a contracted body, and the presence of charcoal 
in such a connection is usual, if not universal. In such 
soils a body simply inhumed is known to disappear com-
pletely during the centuries, and burial without grave 
furniture is the rule rather than the exception. We 
must suppose that such has been the case here. 

EXPLANATION OF FIGURES (Photos. by F.V.). 

Fig. 1. General plan of the site. References have been given in 
the text. 

Fig. 2. General view of the site from the west. 

Fig. 3. Trench transversely to the vallum, etc., at the centre of 
the recessed entrance. Explained in the text. Taken from the east. 

Fig. 4. Transverse clearing of the fosse a little north of the 
recessed entrance. The wall is seen standing in the fosse and placed 
upon 10 inches of filling. Taken from the south-east. 
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HARRY SPEIGIIT. 

AN APPRECIATION. 

tHE members of the Council of the Society who 
were at the President's Tea on the 27th of Feb-
ruary little dreamed that this would be the last 

time they would have the privilege of meeting their 
highly valued friend and colleague, Mr. Harry Speight. 
Although ill at the time, he made a special effort to 
attend, for he delighted in the fellowship of those whose 
tastes and inclinations were similar to his own. On that 
occasion he threw himself with zest into the programme 
for the evening, and greatly pleased the members by his 
recitations from the works of John Hartley and Edwin 
Waugh, and especially by an exquisite rendering of the 
latter's " Come whoam to thy childer an' me." Three 
weeks later "he fell on sleep," and left the world poorer 
by his departure from our midst. In recalling his per-
sonality it is pleasant to remember his unfailing geniality, 
his unassuming manner, and his marked earnestness and 
sincerity of purpose. He possessed in a remarkable de-
gree the true antiquarian spirit coupled with that dogged 
perseverance in research which is the note of the real 
worker The result of his labours can only be appreciated 
by those who have read and digested the remarkable 
series of works published during his active life. Added 
to the valuable nature of his historical researches, we 
find a vein of quiet humour running through his narra-
tives, which relieves them from being merely dry-as-dust 
records of history. Moreover, his topographical descrip-
tions of places were often illuminated with felicitous 
poetic touches which lift them far above the ordinary 
guide book with its unimaginative phraseology. 

It is by virtue of these superadded qualities that he 
was able to inaugurate a new phase of topographical 
writing. He discarded the turgid ponderosity of Whitaker 
and of Camden in favour of a lighter and more sympa-
thetic treatment, and by this means reached a far wider 
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circle of readers than his predecessors ever dreamed of. 
That this was done without any sacrificeof historical and 
antiquarian requirements is his greatest achievement, 
and constitutes his chief claim to a permanent place 
amongst the workers in this field of knowledge. At the 
same time he never allowed these qualities to run away 
with him, nor did he, like old Monkbarns, allow his 
imagination to lead him aside from a cool and critical 
appreciation of the facts in front of him. The Academy, 
in a review of one of his books, remarked, "Mr. Speight 
has a happy versatility. He can write with confidence 
on the history, topography, geology, ecclesiastical anti-
quities and ancient customs of those romantic districts in 
which he has spent his life. Much folk-lore, much family 
history, and many a streak of native humour lend variety 
to the pages, which are abundantly i1lustratd." 

During his researches into the history of his native 
county, he naturally consulted our public library, not 
only for printed books, but also to study the large 
collection of unpublished records stored therein, and he 
was never tired of expressing his appreciation of the help 
rendered to him by the officials of this establishment. 
The writer is the proud possessor of two books containing 
autograph inscriptions, one of which may be given as an 
indication of his magnanimous and generous nature 

"To my friend Butler Wood, Librarian of the Public Libraries 
in the City of Bradford. With respect, and in admiration of his 
management of the Libraries, and especially of the ever-increa-
singly valuable Reference Department, much visited in the 
preparation of this book. From the author, Harry Speight, 
Bingley, August, 1900" (Inscription in Upper Wharfedale). 

The extent of his researches was enormous, as a glance 
of the subjoined list will show. At the same time this 
list by no means exhausts the record of his labours, for 
in recent years he had undertaken a great deal of 
genealogical investigations on behalf of many families 
whose representatives are now in America and other 
parts of the world. He also spent much of his time 
in copying the Bradford Manor Court Rolls which are 
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in the possession of the Mountgarret family at Nidd 
Hall. It is to be hoped that these, together with earlier 
Rolls at the Record Office, may sometime be issued in 
prmted form. These duties unfortunately left him little 
time for following up the topographical work by which 
he is so widely known. This is to be regretted, for there 
is no lover of Yorkshire who would not have heartily 
welcomed any attempt by Mr. Speight to deal with those 
parts of the county of York not touched upon in his 
published works. This, however, was not to be, and we 
must console ourselves by remembering and appreciating 
the extent and value of his actual achievements. 

His connection with the Bradford Historical and Anti-
quarian Society has been long and honourable. It is not 
clear when he became a member, for although his name 
appears in h list printed in 1889, there is reason to 
believe that he joined some years before that date. He 
was elected a member of the Council in 1896, and re-
tained that office to the time of his death. Twice he 
filled the Presidential chair, namely in 1901-1902, and in 
1913-1914. Of his work on behalf of the Society it is 
impossible to speak too highly. Be rarely missed a meet-
ing, and was always ready to make some illuminating con-
tribution to the discussions on the papers read on these 
occasions, By his death the Society has lost its most 
valuable member, and his removal leaves a gap almost 
impossible to fill. May we hope that from among the 
younger recruits there will arise others who will worthily, 
follow in his footsteps. 

For the following details concerning Mr. Speight I am 
indebted to an article in the Yorkshire Observer of 
March 7th, 1915. He was born in Bradford, within a 
week of Charlotte Brontë's death, on 6th April, 1855, 
being the only son of Mr. Fred Speight. He was 
educated at Hopkinson's School and at Clarendon 
Academy under Mr. Robert Barr. When 22 years of 
age he had already contributed many sketches and 
stories to various magazines. For many years he was 
assistant cashier at Messrs. Ripley's Dyeworks. In 1884, 
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on the recommendation of Mr. W. E. Forster, M. P., he 
visited Ireland and wrote a series of articles for the 
Bradford Observer, which were afterwards reprinted in 
book form. In 1886 he paid a similar visit to Scotland, 
his articles appearing in the Scottish Highlander. In 
the following year he made an appeal through the Brad-
ford Observer on behalf of the starving cottars of Lewis, 
by which means about £100 was raised for their succour. 
He was married in 1893 to Laura Sophia, only daughter 
of William Butterfield, of Bradford, and by her he has 
living a daughter and a son, William Moorhouse Speight, 
now 2nd Lieutenant in the 3rd Battalion West Yorks. 
Regiment (Regular Army). From the date of his 
marriage to his death he resided at Bingley, where he 
died on March 15th, 1915. 
The following is a list of the published works by 

Mr. Speight, arranged in chronological order 
1. A Tourist's View of Ireland. By Johnnie Gray. 1886. 
2. In the Land of the Pipe and Kilt. By Johnnie Gray. 1887. 
3. Pleasant Walks around Bradford. By Johnnie Gray. 1890. 
4. Pleasant Walks around Bingley, Baildon, Shipley, &c. By 

Johnnie Gray. 1890. 
5. Through Airedale,from Goole to Maiham. By Johnnie Gray. 1891 
6. *Craven and North-West Highlands. 1892. 
7. Nidderdale and the Garden of the Nidd. 1894 
8. Tramps and Drives in the Craven Highlands. 1895. 
9. Richmondshjre. 1897. 

10. jChronicles and Stories of Old Bingley. 1898. 
11. *TJppj. Wharfedale. 1900. 
12. Two Thousand Years of Tadcaster History. 1902. 
13. Tramps and Drives round Skipton, Grassington and Maiham. 

1902. 
14. *Lower Wharfedale. 1902. 
15. *Kirkby Overblow and District. 1903. 
16. Nidderdale, from Nun Monkton to Whernside. 1906. 
17. Upper Nidderdale, with the Forest of Knaresborough. 1906. 
18. Hawksworth Hall and its Associations. Bradford Antiquary. 

(July, 1903). 
19. The Bradford Manor Court Rolls. Bradford Antiquary. 

(October, 1909). 
20. Ancient Streets and Lanes of Bradford, as pourtrayed in the 

Manor Court Rolls. Bradford Antiquary. (October, 1910). 

BUTLER WOOD. 
* Issued in two forms, Demy 8vo. and Demy 4to. f Three editions. 



JOSEPH HOESFALL TURNER. 

3 OSEPH HORSFALL TURNER was born at Granny Hall, Brighouse, on April 10th, 1845. When quite young 
he was fascinated by the reading and possession of 

books, and among his early favourites, as was most 
fitting, were the biographies of Oliver Heywood and A. 
M. Toplady. His antiquarian pursuits, encouraged by 
his environments, commenced when he was about sixteen 
years of age. In 1866 he entered Borough Road College, 
then under the principalship of J. C. Curtis, and while 
in London he was a member of Surrey Chapel, where the 
Rev. Newman Hall then officiated. After a few years' 
sojourn at Lancaster he returned to Brighouse, where he 
promoted the Y.M.C.A. and Good Templar movements, 
and made researches among the West Riding Sessions 
Rolls and Church Registers, writing articles for the 
Brighouse IVews and Templar publications. Among his 
earlier acquaintances he counted the Rev. Robert Harley 
(afterwards Professor and F.R.S.) and Mr. Fairless 
Barber, F.S.A., and he was a constant correspondent 
from this date with Dr. Robert Moffat, whose letters, 
with one of Livingston's, are among his fine collection 
of autographs. In 1873 he removed to Idle, where for 
forty years he laboured in promoting education, temper-
ance, and social progress. For several years he was an 
active member of an informal club which included Messrs. 
Scruton, Rayner and Margerison, for the furthering of 
antiquarian and historical research in the locality. They 
met frequently at each other's homes, and it resulted 
from this that he was one of the very earliest members 
of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. 

His early publications bear witness to his keen interest 
in Nonconformist history ; his Nonconformist Register is 
highly valued by antiquarians and genealogists, and his 
publication of the Rev. Oliver Heywooci's Diaries— many 
of the originals of which still remain in his collection— 
brought his name prominently forward as a local historian. 
In later years he returned to his early predilections, and 
among the manuscripts in his collection are several un-
published Nonconformist histories. 

I 
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He was induced by the Rev. Dr. Coflyer, of New 
York, to undertake the History of Ilkley, and thus com-
menced a strong friendship which lasted for life. At the 
time of his fatal illness he projected a Memoir of his 
friend Collyer. 

It was only natural that a local historian should 
become interested in the home of the Brontës, and as 
early as 1879 he published his Haworth—Past and 
Present, which was soon out of print. His interest in 
the Brontës was maintained, and he was recommended to 
Miss Ellen Nussey by a mutual friend as the most suit-
able person to print Charlotte Brontë's letters to her. 
Miss Nussey sought his acquaintance and visited him 
several times at Idle, and he agreed to print the letters 
during her lifetime so that she might make notes and 
correct the proof sheets. On March 18th, 1887, she sent 
him the parcel, and the letters were printed and the 
proofs revised by Miss Nussey regularly. It was this 
volume that assisted Mr. Clement Shorter to write 
Charlotte Brontë and her circle. The original letters 
were returned to Miss Nussey, and she parted with them 
to Mr. Thomas J. Wise. 

Mr. Horsfall Turner's reputation as a genealogist and 
research student led him to continual correspondence 
with persons interested in family history. Especially, 
was this the case with Yorkshire Americans and the 
Yorkshire gentry. His services were in great demand as 
a lecturer on local history and local customs and particu-
larly on "The Brontës." 
He was prominently associated in the establishment of 

local historical societies, in particular the Bradford His-
torical and Antiquarian Society, the Yorkshire Parish 
Register Society, the Yorkshire Archaeological Record 
Society, the Yorkshire Dialect Society, the Leeds 
Thoresby Society, the Brontë Society, the East Riding 
Historical Society, and the Halifax Historical Society. 

Besides attending to the welcome calls of his study, he 
gave much of his time to the service of the public in 
other ways. In addition to his active interest in all 
young people's societies of an educational type in the 

-4 



196 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

locality, he entered the Urban District Council of Idle 
some years before its incorporation within the borough 
boundary of Bradford, and was at his first meeting elected 
chairman, and thus qualified as a Justice of the Peace. 
He retired from scholastic duties in 1910 and devoted 

himself entirely to antiquarian pursuits and the arrange-
ment of his collections of books, pamphlets, documents, 
autographs, pictures and curios, until his death on May 
2nd, 1915. 

It was around Halifax as a centre that his literary 
activities were more or less concentrated, and it was only 
fitting therefore that upon his decease the bulk of his 
library of Yorkshire books and pamphlets should be 
offered to the Belle Vue Public Library at Halifax. It 
is decided to found there a "Horsfall Turner Section" 
from the 5000 Yorkshire books and 5000 Yorkshire 
pamphlets, in whose collection and perusal he took so 
great a delight. 

It would not be unfitting to enumerate the chief 
features of his collections. It includes, first and foremost, 
Yorkshire books of all descriptions, that is : (a) York-
shire authors on all subjects ; (b) Yorkshire printed 
books on all subjects. His collection of Yorkshire poetry 
is undoubtedly unique. There are also collections of 
antiquarian and genealogical magazines, and of general 
antiquarian literature, several privately printed works 
of distinct variety and value, a large collection of over 
5000 Yorkshire pamphlets, many of extreme scarcity 
(of some probably the only copies in existence), a 

collection of old maps, engravings, photographs, litho-
graphs, &c., of historic Yorkshire places, a unique set of 
portraits of Yorkshire celebrities, a collection of mission-
ary autograph letters, including those of Livingston, 
Moffat, Carey, Williams, &c. ; a collection of MSS., in-
cluding original diaries of Oliver Heywood, &c., acollec-
tion of autograph letters of noblemen, famous literary 
men, of Yorkshire writers, &c. ; a collection of old parch-
ment deeds and original documents of historic interest 
dating from A. D. 1198, a collection of books, pamphlets, 
cuttings, relics, photographs, drawings, &c., connected 

I 



JOSEPH HORSFALL TURNER. 197 

with the Brontës, and several unpublished MSS. of local 
history, &c. 

His collection of 2500 plates and . blocks carrying 
copyright includes, in addition to those of his own publica-
tions, 500 original "Bewick" woodcuts from the Hugo 
collection, 240 of Yorkshire arms, those of Poulson's 
Holderness, Tweddell's Cleveland, Watson's Knares-
borouqh, Whitaker's Craven, William Smith's books - 
Old Yorkshire, Morley, &c., James's History of Bradford, 
and several others. 

In concluding this record with a bibliography, it may 
be remarked that the late Mr. llorsfall Turner's study 
contains matter which would seem to show that he con-
templated further works of a genealogical nature in 
connection with certain Yorkshire families. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
1872. Our Principles and Mission—A Good Templar Lecture. 
1876. Nonconformity in Idle, and History of Airedale College. 
1878. Independency at Briqhouse. 
1879. Haworth—Past and Present. 
1880. The Nonconformist Register of Oliver Heywood and Thomas 

Dickenson. 
1881-5. Oliver [Jeywood's Diaries 4 vols. 1630— 1702. 
1882. Life of Captain John Hodgson. 1640-1683. 
1883. Halifax Families and Worthies. 
1884. Wright's Antiquities of Halifax. 
1885. Ilkley, Ancient and Modern. 8vo. and 4to. (In collaboration 

with Dr. Robert Collyer, of New York). 
1886. Ainsworlh's Triplex Memorial. 
1886. Halifax Gibbet Boo/c. 
1888. Morley and Topcifl'e Reqisters. 1654-1888. (Historical 

sketches by William Smith, F.S.A.S.). 
1889-90. Yorkshire Notes and Queries, with the Yorkshire Genealogist, 

Yorkshire Billiographer, and Yorkshire Folk-lore and 
Dialect Journal. 

1891-4. Yorkshire County Alaqazine. An illustrated monthly. 
1888-94. Reprints from Y. N. and Q. Serials :-

A Day at Skipton. A Day at Bingley. 
A Day at Bolton Priory. A Day at Haworth. 
A Day at 1l1dez. A Day in Nidderdale. 
The Constable Family. Thorpe Salvin Reqister, 
Lord Frederick Cavendish, &c. 

1890. Eliand Traqedies. 1330-1350. 
1890. Idel in Olden Times. 
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1890. Charlotte Brontë's Letters from the Originals of Miss Ellen 
.Nussey, her friend 

1893. History of Hipperholme, Brighouse and Rastrick. 8vo. and 4to. 
1894. Bradford Sieges and History. 1776. 
1897. Bingle ý', its History and Scenery. 8vo. and 4to. 
1898. Rev. Patrick Brontë's Life and Collected Works. 8vo. and 4to. 
1901. Yorkshire Anthology. Vol. I. 
1901. Historical Notes on Idle, Shipley and District. Vol. I. 

(Vol. II. partly printed). 
1904. History of Wakefield Prison. 
1904-12. Annals of Lightcliffe Church. 

Lightcltffe Romances. 
Yorkshire Domesday Place Names. 
Coats-of-Arms of Yorkshire Gentry. 
Idle Upper Chapel Burial Reqister. 
idle Congregational Sunday School. 
Halifax Books and Authors. 
Idle Upper Chapel Year Book (edited for 12 years). 
Idle Upper Chapel Magazine (edited one year, contributed 

to all). 
1912-1. flail/ax Forgotten Worthies. 
1913. Our Customary Feasts. 
1913. Robin Hood and Kiriclees. 

Fuqitive A rticles. 
Drinking Customs.—Good Teinpiar. 
Templary in West Yorkshire.— Templar Messenger. 
Local History Fragments.— Brighouse News. 
Local History Fragments.—Idel News. 
The Baptists in Yorkshire. 

Wor1s written but unpublished. 
Yorkshire Anthology. Vols. II., III., and IV. 
Yorkshire Place-names to supplement Domesday Book. 
Coats-of-Arms of Yorkshire Gentry. Vol. II. 
Ten Thousand Yorkshire Books. 
Idle Old Chapel. 
Elkanah Wales—Memoir. 
Robert Collyer, Litt.D.—Memoir. 
Brontëism First to Last. 
Primitive Methodism in Yorkshire. 
Livingston— a Lecture. 
Annals of Coley Church. 
West Riding Bridges. 
The Quakers in Yorkshire. 
Esholt Guide. 
Eccieshill History. 
Yorkshire—A Teachers' Handbook. 
The Genealogy of the llorsfall or Horsfield Family from 

the 14th century. 
Pedigrees of Yorkshire Families. 



ESHOLT PRIORY, 

BY 

H. F. KILLIOK. 

F the small Cistercian Nunnery which for centuries 
stood upon the site of Esholt Hall no remains 
exist, and there is, so far as I know, no complete 

account of it. The best is in the Victoria History of 
Yorkshire. A good deal of information is scattered up 
and down in different publications, and it has been my 
wish to contribute- a more satisfactory history to the 
Bradford Antiquary. But the length of the story 
greatly exceeds any space which the Journal might 
reasonably afford, and I have therefore confined this 
paper to some particulars of the last years and final 
suppression of the House, most of which have not before 
been published. 

The buildings at Esholt followed the usual Cistercian 
plan, and there is a full description in the Survey made 
by Henry the VIII.'s visitors printed in the Yorkshire 
Archœological Journal, Vol. IX., p. 321. In the Choir 
of the Church, it may be noted, there were stalls for 18 
nuns. The nuns had, as Dr. Whitaker tells us, a com-
pact and valuable estate immediately surrounding their 
House which they kept in hand, besides other property 
in the neighbourhood which they let to tenants, and they 
had large and substantial barns and farm buildings. 

In 1534 the tenths of yearly income claimed by the 
Pope from the Clergy and Monastic Houses were made 
payable by Parliament to the Crown, and Commissioners 
were appointed to ascertain the amounts payable. Their 
returns were sent in in that year, and are known as the 

* Cutt's Parish Priests, p. 393. 
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"Valor Ecciesiasticus" of Henry VIII. The return for 
Esholt (translated) is as follows 

ESHOLT PRIORY OF NUNS. ELIZABETH PUDSEY, Prioress. 
(Incumbens). 

Temporalities are worth in 
The site of the Abbey there with the demesne 

lands & meadows & feeding & pasture per-
taining to the same in the hands of the same 
Prioress & occupied, yearly 

Rents & farms in divers Townships, viz. 
InYeddon ... ... 7 6 0 

Hawkeswyth ... 1 6 8 
Rawdon ... ... . 0 4 0 
Gyseley ... 0 4 0 

Sum of the whole valor ... 

Rents paid, namely to Mr. Vavasour issuing 
yearly from the House ... . ... .. 0 2 0 

Fee of Robert Mennell, Steward (Seneschall) of 
the Monastery yearly ... ... ... 1 0 . 0 

Salary of one Chaplain celebrating there for 
Robert Plumpton by the foundation of the 
said Robert .. ... ... ... ... 4 0 0 

Fee of Jno. Collier bailiff of the Priory afore-
said, yearly ... ... ... 0 13 4 

£s.d. 

908 

19 0 8 

5 15 4 

In all, yearly ... ... ... ... ... £13 5 4 

It is worth yearly £13 5s. 4d.. with £4 for the salary of 
one Chaplain above deducted & £13 5s. 4d. of the 
clear issues of the said Priory, in all ... ... ... 13 5 4 

Tenth part thereof ... ... ... ... ... 1 6 6 

Here we have a return for income tax made in the reign 
of Henry VIII., and if we compare the figures with the 
rental account, which we shall see later, we shall find 
that then, as in some income tax returns now, there is no 
disposition to take too liberal a view of the revenue to 
be charged. The list of debts owing to and by the 
House at the Suppression is preserved in the Record 
Office. The revenue was not large, probably represent-
ing about £160 to-day, but the nuns would supply many 
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of their needs from their own resources. They had 12 
creditors for money lent, the sums varying from 3/4 to 
£6. In one case where 10/- was owing to Henry Banton 
the original loan was 30/-, but the Prioress had delivered 
to Mr. Banton an old nag and a foal for which he allowed 
20/-. The largest creditor, John Bell, claimed for money 
lent £6, but there is a note that it is not to be admitted 
until he brings the bill, and there is also a note, "He 
went about the confirmation & had £8 which is ques-
tioned." The total owing for money lent was £15 lOs. 6d., 
or about £180 in to-day's value. They also owed for 
two cows, one 14/-, the other 15/-. There were two 
debts for cloth, which was then no doubt produced in the 
neighbouring villages. The items were 10/- to Chas. 
Bateson, and 6/8 to Thos. Burnley. Then they owed 
25/- for 20 bushels of wheat, £2 8s. 4d. for 34 bushels of 
rye, and Li 3s. 4d. for 31 quarters of malt, 13/4 for a 
horse, and 1/8 to a blacksmith for shoeing oxen and 
sharpening picks. There were special reasons which 
partly explain this list of debts, as we shall see later on. 
The debts owing to the House were 33/- from Walter 

Wood, of rilimble near Otley, for his child's board for 
one year and a half ending at Lent 1537, and 23/- from 
divers persons for gist of their cattle in the demesnes of 
the House to Michaelmas, 1539. The charge for agist-
ment seems to have been a regular source of income, for 
I found in the British Museum an agistrnent roll of pay-
ments for animals feeding in the Park of Esholt in the 
summer of the 18th year of King Richard the 2nd (1395). 
They allowed, or kept an Alehouse within the precincts 
of the Priory, where the beer brewed there was sold to 
the thirsty labourer or visitor. In 1518 the Convent 
granted a Corrody to John Hudson and Agnes his wife, 
evidently a farmer, who desired to retire 'and secure a 
provision in old age. Such an arrangement was often made 
by Monastic Houses, and was a mediaeval form of life 
annuity apparently paid in kind. In this instance John 
and Agnes were to have one place in Esholt, with the cal-
garth (or cabbage garden) thereto belonging, called the 

00 
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Old Hall, part of the priory buildings, to the end of their 
two lives, or the longer liver of them. They were also to 
have of the Prioress and Convent during their lives every 
week six pounds of whole bread and such a rye loaf as the 
"seyd Prioresse and Convent bakythe and ordaineth to 
their servants." They were also to have a cow and one 
horse at the cost of the House winter and summer ; the 
horse to serve the Prioress and Convent if they needed it 
at any time, and yet both the cow and horse to belong to 
John and Agnes. They were also to have firewood, to 
be brought and laid by the House and delivered to them, 
and one "swine," going in summer with the Convent 
swine, but they were to find it meat at their own cost at 
other times. But John and Agnes were to find yearly 
40 ewes, which should be found (i.e., provided for) winter 
and summer at the cost of the Convent. They were to 
have " the profit of the increase of them" i.e., wool 
and lambs) and the Convent the other half, and after 
their deaths the "hole stocke of shepe to remayne unto 
the Abbey of Esholt for ever." John and Agnes were 
to have weekly 6 gallons of the best Convent ale, but on 
the death of either the survivor was to have "but the 
halfe lyvery," namely, every week three pounds of white 
bread, three gallons of the Convent ale, and every other 
week one rye loaf, but the supply of wood was not to be 
"abrigged." For these privileges John and Agnes gave 
to the House in cattle 13 head and 3 calves and 40 
sheep (6 wethers and 34 lambs), and in money 20/-. 
The arrangement was embodied in a formal deed dated 
3rd November, 1518. I find no pension or provision for 
John and Agnes at the Suppression. They were doubt-
less old people and were probably dead by that time. 
We can hardly think that in 1518, when the Corrody to 
Hudson and his wife was granted, the nuns of Esholt 
had any idea of the catastrophe that was so soon to 
overwhelm them. 

Without entering upon general history we may 

remember that in 1524 Cardinal Wolsey obtained from 
Pope Clement VII. power to suppress certain English 
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monasteries and apply the proceeds towards the endow-
merit of colleges at Oxford and Ipswich. He employed 
Thomas Cromwell as a commissioner for the purposes of 
the suppression, and there were many complaints of his 
harsh and unjust proceedings.* 

In 1534, when the supremacy of the Crown ill ecclesi-
astical matters was substituted for that of the Pope, the 
papal authority over religious houses was transferred 
to the King and on the 21st January, 1535, Cromwell 
was appointed the King's Vicar General, with powers 
and directions for a general visitation. It was obvious 
that an attack upon the monastic system was intended, 
and Cromwell at once appointed commissioners to carry 
out the work. At this time Edward Lee was Archbishop 
of York. He was in favour with the King4 but was 
known to be opposed to the new learning and in favour 
of the Roman obedience and usages. In 1534 and 1535 
he held a series of visitations of the monasteries and 
nunneries in his diocese, no doubt with a view (if possible) 
to save them from the dissolution which he saw fast 
approaching. Amongst the houses visited were three 
Cistercian nunneries, Nun Appleton, Sinningthwaite and 
Esholt. The archbishop issued injunctions to all these 
three houses, those to Esholt being dated 10th Septem-
ber, 1535. On the 18th September, the bishops, to 
their surprise and indignation, were prohibited by the 
King from making further visitations, and the Royal 
Commissioners, acting under Cromwell's instructions, 
began their visitations in the northern province very 
shortly afterwards. § 

Esholt was visited under Archbishop Lee's visitation 
by "William Clyff, doctor of lawe," the Archbishop's 
Vicar General. The injunctions issued upon his visita-
tion enjoined obedience to the prioress without "grug" 

* Gasquet. Henry VIII., page 20. 

f Political History of England, vol. v., page 369. 
Yorkshire Årcliœological Journal, xvi., 424, from which this account of the 

visitation is taken. 

§ Political History, Vol. v., page 375. 
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or murmur, and the observance of chastity. The prioress 
was to provide locks and keys upon the cloister doors, 
which were to be locked at night until seven in the 
morning in winter and six in summer, and the prioress 
was to keep the keys, or commit them to a discreet and 
religious sister. No alehouse was to be kept. The dormi-
tory was to be locked at night until service time. No 
sister was to leave the precincts without just and reason-
able cause, and in company with a "discrete and wyse 
sister." Part of St. Benedict's rule was to be read daily 
in the chapter house. Also, say the injunctions, there 
was on the back of certain chambers on the south side of 
the church, where the sisters worked, an open way going 
to the water side, and to the "Bridge goyng over the 
water, without wall or doore, so that many ylles may be 
committed by reason hereof, yf it should so rernaylie. 
By these presentes we injoyne the Prioress that she in-
continent without delay aftre the recept hereof cause a 
strong & a high wall to be made in the said voyde place." 
There was also a- special charge of misconduct against 
one nun, and a severe penance or punishment was 
awarded. 

Of the visitors appointed by Cromwell we may learn 
from Mr.. Fisher's History* that they were men upon 
whose word it is impossible to depend. They were all 
slavishly anxious for promotion ; bent upon the discovery 
of damning evidence, and capable of accepting slanderous 
rumours for proven fact. They were provided witht 86 
Articles of Enquiry and 25 InjunctionE. All nuns under 
24 years old, or professed before they were 20, were to 
be dismissed.from a religious life, and no nun, not so dis-
missed, was to leave the precincts of the monastery. 
There were many other tyrannical and vexatious require-
ments. One of the most active visitors was Dr. Thomas 
Legh, a Doctor of Civil Law, who went about with 12 
servants in livery, accepted bribes, and did not hesitate 
to browbeat and ilitreat the abbots and superiors of the 

Political History, Vol. v., page 374. 
f Gasquet, Heìiry VIII., 79. 
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houses he visited. He was ultimately rewarded for his 
exertions by the Deanery of York. 
The visitors accomplished their labours with a despatch 

expected of Cromwell's agents, but inconsistent with a 
conscientious handling of the evidence. Meeting at 
Lichfield, says Mr. Fisher,* on December 22nd, 1535, 

Legh and his colleague, Dr. Layton, scoured the northern 
counties, and by February 28th, 1536, produced their 
report upon the houses in the province of York, so foul 
and hideous, that were even a tenth of the charges 
capable of substantiation it would justify the destruction 
of the whole system. 

It seems that Legh did not even take the trouble or 
find the time to visit Esholt. He held his so-called 
visitation of that house when he was staying at the great 
Augustinian Priory of S. Oswald at Nostell, many miles 
away, and there the small company of the white ladies of 
Esholt were summoned to meet the inquisitor. 

There is a pathetic entry in the list of the convent 
debts which tells us something of this visitation, though 
the date is not given.. A debt is recorded as follows 

Also to Sir William Skoles for money by him paid 
for expences of the Prioress & other the Con-
vent & others going to Dr. Le at S. Oswaldes 39s. 2d." 

This method of visitation, or rather of non-visitation 
was, in the case of Esholt, specially harsh, scandalous and 
improper. Legh was an ecclesiastical officer appointed to 
visit and report, and as we have seen, one of the directions 
which he was to give was that nuns were not to leave the 
precincts of their house. Yet the whole convent and 
others, probably their bailiff and servants, were summoned 
to distant Nostel], a house of canons, where even suitable 
lodgings for such a company might not be easy to arrange. 
They had, it seems, to borrow money to pay the expenses 
of their attendance, and the amount borrowed was for 
them a very substantial sum. We can imagine the heavy 
hearts with which the prioress and her nuns fared forth on 

* Political History, Vol. v., page 375. 
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that winter's morning to traverse, through an unfamiliar 
country and under strange and unaccustomed conditions, 
the 25 miles or th ereabouts w hich parted them from St. 
Oswald's, with the prospect of meeting as their visitor a 
man from whose character and recent proceedings they 
had nothing to hope for and much to dread. They must 
have felt that their record was not wholly blameless, and 
that a terrible, if undefined, disaster was impending. Sir 
William Skoles was probably a neighbouring clergyman, 
and the title "Sir" was the usual courteous prefix to the 
name of a priest. 
The full report made by Legh and Layton, his colleague, 

is not known to exist, but their "comperta" or findings 
in the form of short notes for their report upon the 
houses in the northern counties is in the Record Office. 
In the original the note as to Esholt is as follows 

"Oompendium compertorum per Doctorem Legh et Doctorern 
Layton in visitatione regiâ in provinciâ Eboracensis ac Episcopatu 
Coventre et Litchfield. 

EsHOLT MONALITThI. 

(Here follow charges of misconduct against three nuns, including 
the one above mentioned). 

Fundator incertus quia plures sunt haeredes Christopheri 
Warde Fundatoris. Redditus annuus £8." 

Early in 1536 Parliament assembled, and, upon the 
reports of Cromwell's visitation, an Act (27 Henry VIII. 
c. 28) was passed, entituled "All monasteries given to 
the King which have not lands above £200 a year." 
Another Act created a "Court of Augmentations," to 
deal with the property of the suppressed houses. It was 
necessary to determine which houses came within the 
limit, and a commission was given to leading men in each 
county to make a new survey with that object. They 
had minute instructions as to proceedings. They were to 
ascertain the number of inmates. They were to take an 
inventory, and to order the Superior to carry on the 
management, but not to receive rents of the estate until 
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the King's pleasure was known, and they were to send 
those who wished to remain in religion to other houses. 
By whom Esholt was visited for those purposes is not 

known. It was clear that the rental was less than £200 
a year. There is a list of the nuns, which I think must 
have beeii taken at this time. It gives the names of the 
prioress and nuns (11 in number), their ages, and whether 
they desired to remain nuns and to be transferred to 
other houses. The list is interesting enough for a trans-
lation to be inserted at length 

PRIORY OF 

Gon to her 
frendes 

(This 

Contynue in her 
religion. 

C on tyn ewe 

ESSIIOLTE OF THE CISTERCIAN ORDER "' 

The lady Jane Jenkynson prioress of the age of xl 
years. 

The lady Elizabeth Pudsey prioress there of the 
age of lxx . . decrepit and not able to ride 
or walk. 

entry is written and struck out in the original). 

The lady Agnes Bayrd of the age of Iv years. 

The lady Agnes Cokyn of the age of xlix years. 

md. she is not able 
to be carried for The lady Jane Hollynrakes of the age of liiii years, 
she is lame. Con- decrepit and not able to ride or walk. 
tynew in her habit 
and be with her 
fryndes. 
Contynew. 

Contynew. 

(This is also struck out. 

The lady Elizabeth Mawde of the age of xlix years. 

The Lady Elizabeth Dogeson of the age of xxxiii 
years. 

Contynew. The lady Joan Huton of the age of xxx years. 

Contynew. The lady Jane Burton of the age of xxix years. 

Contynew. The lady Agnes Wood of the age of xxix years. 

The lady Agnes Dogeson of the age of xl years. 

It will be seen that Jane Jenkynson is stated to be 
prioress Elizabeth Pudsey, the former prioress, was 70 
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years old, decrepit and not able to ride or walk; and she 
had already gone from the house to her family or friends 
to escape from the evil to come. The entry originally 
made in the list about her is struck out afterwards. She 
was the eldest of the sisters. The ages of the rest (if we 
may assume them to be rightly stated) were from Agnes 
Bayrd 55 to Jane Burton and Agnes Wood each 29. 
Jane Hollinrake, 54 years of age, was also described as 
decrepit and unable to ride or walk, being lame. She 
desired to remain a nun, but to live with her friends. 
There were only two who are not stated to desire to 
remain nuns. One curiously enough was Prioress Jen-
kynson, which disposes one to suspect that her appoint-
ment might not have been the free choice of the sisters. 
She must have been recently appointed, because Elizabeth 
Pudsey was prioress when the return for tenths was made 
in 1534, and in previous accounts of the Priory Elizabeth 
Pudsey is stated to have been the prioress at the 
dissolution. From a subsequent list it seems that John 
Jenkynson, no doubt a relative of the prioress, was chap-
lain. After the visitation the rents from tenants of the 
house were collected and appropriated by the King's 
receivers, and the nuns were still expected to carry on 
farm and estate management, and live as they best could. 
The difficulties of many houses during the period which 
still elapsed before the actual dissolution were painful 
and serious, and at Esholt the delay was long. 

The pilgrimage of grace in 1536, and the surrenders of 
the greater abbeys no doubt gave full employment to 
Cromwell and his myrmidons, and at Esholt there was 
little to attract the spoiler. It was not until the summer 
of 1539 (29th Aug., 31 Henry VIII.) that the Priory was 
finally suppressed, the nuns turned out, and the buildings 
dismantled. There could now be no transfer to other 
houses. A pension was given to the prioress of £6 13s. 4d., 
or five times the amount of those granted to the nuns, 
eight of whom had pensions of £1 6s. 8d. a year, equal to 

* Gasquet, 183. 
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about £16 of our money, or rather more than 5/- a week. 
The poor ladies Elizabeth Pudsey and Jane Hollynrakedo 
not appear on the pension list. The list of debts to which 
I have referred was made at this time. The first item 
shows that a cow was bought in May, 1539, and some rye 
in August. Charles Batesoiì lends 3/4 at Midsummer, 
and 13/ afterwards, though a debt was owing to him for 
cloth, and two others lent them 6/8 each. The principal 
debt owing to the house was that due from divers persons 
for gist of their cattle in the demesnes to Michaelmas, 
1539, and at or before that time we may believe that the 

• nunnery ceased to exist. How long the nuns were in 
suspense as to their fate we may see from the fact that 
Waltham Abbey, the last of the English monasteries to 
be dissolved, was surrendered on the 23rd March, 1540. 
The long line of the Wardes, Lords of Guiseley, came 

to an end (the male line) in 1522 by the death of Sir 
Christopher Warde without issue male. The estates 
descended, as to one moiety, to his daughter Joan, wife of 
Sir Edward Musgrave, and as to the other moiety to the 
three children of a deceased daughter who had married 
Sir Ralph Nevill. There was probably a partition of the 
estates under which Lady Musgrave took the Guiseley 
property. In 1537 it seems to have belonged to her son, 
Sir William Musgrave, and on the 17th March in that 
year he wrote as follows to Cromwell* 

Right honorable & my espeschall goode Lord, 
This schal be to adv'tise youre Lordschipe that wher ther is 

a vere small priore of nonys callyed Esholt within a lordshipe of 
my late graundfather Sr Christofer Ward who lyeth ther callyd 
the Manner of Esholt which staundeth vere comodyuslye for me 
the holle valew thereof by yere XIX Ii or ther about, wherefor 
my request shall be unto youre Lordschipe that it may pleas youe 
to be so muche my good Lord as to help me to the sayme of the 
Kingis Highness for me & my heres not only for such puer s'vyce 
as I have downe unto his Grace butt also for the sayme I am 
content to release unto your Lordschipe the sum of forty poundes 
by yere which I have of youre lordschipe duringe the mynorite 

* Calendar qf State Papers, May 8, 1537, pt. 1, No. 170, and Record Office 
Letters and Papers of Henry VIII., Vol. 117, Fo. 29. 
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of John Tamworth. And also I schall accompt myself therby by 
youre lordschipe promotyd to sum reasonable beinge for the 
whiche I schal be more able to s've the Kingis highness & youre 
Lordschipe which is my specall dissiare & request, humbly 
renyeringe to youre said Lordschipe accordingly yf this may 
stand with youre pleasure That I may have the Kingis High-
ness letter in breff tyme unto the pryoress & covent for the 
preinyses commandyng them to staye all ther gudes & their 
commodities from any further sail or other graunt, and thus I 
pray God to p'serve youre good Lordschipe in myche honor & 
comfurt as youre nobill hart requyerith. Written at Yourke 
this xviith day of Marche. 

Yo' Lordschipes to comand, 

WILL" MUSGRAVE, KT. 

Indorsed—To the right honorable & myn especall good Lorde 
my Lorde Prevey Sealle Sr Willm Musgrave. 

The £40 a year was probably the income of the property 
of a youth whose guardianship had been acquired 
apparently through Cromwell by Sir William, and the 
offer to re-lease it to Cromwell was evidently and simply 
a bribe to secure the property on' easy terms through his 
all-powerful influence. But the application does riot seem 
to have been successful, and in 1540, after the suppression 
of the house, by a lease dated 16th April, 1540 (31. Henry 
VIII.), the Crown leased to William Knevytte, Esq., the 
house and site of the late Priory of Esholt, then dissolved, 
and all the lands which had been actually occupied by 
the house (except the great trees and woods and such 
buildings as the Crown had commanded or should after-
wards command to be demolished). The lease was for 21 
years from Michaelmas, 1539, and the rent £14 9s. 4d., 
payable 25th March and 29th September. The first 
rental account for the estates of the Priory was rendered 
by Richard Dearlove, the collector of the rents, and is 
printed in the Bradford Antiquary, Vol. IV., N.S., p. 27. 
The total rental was £33 18s. lid., including Knevytte's 
rent, the allowances and expenses being £2 2s. Od. At 
the same time there is a description and valuation of the 
timber in the woods, which is of great interest. I give 
a translation of it in full 
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WOODS PERTAINING TO THE PRIORY OF ESHOLT. £ s. d. 

First the wood on one close called Stranghillforth 
Close, containing by estimation 3 acres on which 
are 40 oaks growing for 40 yrs. which are worth 
13/4 & underwood there growing for 10 years 
which is worth 6/8, in all ... ... ... ... 1 0 0 

Also the wood called Nonnewoode containing by esti-
mation 16 acres on which are 300 great oaks of 200 
yrs. growth which are worth ... ... . 10 0 0 

Also the wood called Middlewood Spring of one 
year's growth & there are 20 oaks there of 40 
years growth which are worth ... ... ... 0 13 4 

Also the wood called Bastone Cliff containing by esti-
mation 30 acres in which are 200 oaks which are 
worth £6 13s. .1 d. of 40 years growth & underwood 
there of 12 years growth which are worth 60/-. In all 9 13 4 

£21 6 8 

Dearlove seems to have paid 10/- yearly rent for the 
herbage in the woods, and received 13/4 for keeping them 
in order. The total area leased to Knevytte was about 
170 acres of arable pasture and meadow land. The fields 
seem to have been carefully valued and the average rental 
works out to 1/8 an acre. We may multiply by 12* to 
arrive at present equivalent value, which would give us 
an average rent equal to £1 an acre to-day. As to the 
woods, the close described as StranghilHbrth was probably 
Strangford Hill, south-west of the Hall, across the river, 
where the woods called Hollin Wood and Field Wood 
exist at this day. The wood of one year's growth in 
Middlewood Spring Wood was no doubt underwood which 
was regularly cut at intervals. The pensions to the 
Eshnit nuns were little more than half the income of the 
estate, and in 1553 they were still paid to five nuns, and 
a pension of £4 was paid to the chaplain, Mr. Jenkynson. 
There is a later list in the British Museum in which the 
same names appear, but there is a note opposite the name 
of the chaplain, "Null quia mortuus," so that he was 
then dead. The five nuns were Edith Maude, Jane 
Burton, Agnes Wood, Joan Hutton, and Agnes Dodgson. 
Henry Thompson, of Dover, gentleman, was one of 

* C'utt's Parish Priests and their people in the Middle Ages, page 405. 
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'the Gentlemen-at-Arms to Henry VIII.,* and distin-
guished himself at the siege of Boulogne, which was 
surrendered to Henry's army, with which Henry himself 
was present, on 14th September, 1544. He seems to 
have been a member of the same family as that of the 
present Lord Knaresborough, for, according to Burke, 
they have the same coat-of arms, "Per fesse argent and 
sable a fess counter embattled between three falcons all 
count erch ail ged." Hë had obtained for his services some 
right in the property of a dissolved Hospital, the Maison 
Dieu at Dover, and in consideration of his giving up this 
right and paying £555. 6s. 8d., the King agreed to grant 
to him some property in Cumberland and also the lands 
leased to Knevytte, and the woods at Esholt not included 
in that lease Thompson surrendered the Dover property 
and paid the money, and on 6th December, 1544, the 
Court of Augmentations authorised the grant to him of 
the site of the Priory and of the demesne lands, or lands 
actually in the occupation of the house, and of the woods 
at Esholt. For some reason the grant was not made in 
Henry's lifetime. He died 28th January, 1547, and by 
Letters Patent dated 14th July, 1547 (1 Edward VI.), 
the property was duly granted to Mr. Thompson subject 
to Mr. Knevytte's lease. There is a translation of the 
Letters Patent in Slater's History of Guiseley, page 83, 
the name of the lessee being wrongly spelt "Knebett." 
Henry Thompson's great grandson, also called Henry, 
married Dorothy Stanhope, and died leaving one 
daughter, Frances Thompson, his sole heiress. She 
married Walter Calverley, of Calverley, Esq., and their 
son Walter succeeded to the Esholt estate as her heir. 
He built the present Hall at Esholt between 1706 and 
1 709 in his mother's lifetime, and was married 7th 
January, 1707, to Julia, daughter of Sir Wm. Blackett, 
and created a baronet 11th December, 1711. Their son, 
also William, took the name of Blackett, and sold the 
Esholt property to Robert Stansfield, Esq., of Bradford. 
in 1755, for £40,000, from whose successors it was pur-
chased by the Bradford Corporation. 

* Surtees Society—Diary of Sir lValter Calverley, page 59. 



BOUNDARY OF THE .MANOR OF TONG, 1668. 

THE boundes and limitts of the Lordshippe of Tonge doe extende 
from the meare stone standing neare unto Bentham Sike unto the 
Intacke inclosed by the inhabitants of Birkenshawe by the sowth 
side of Tonge Moore adjoyning unto the landes belonging to 
Drighlington & from thence by the hedges belonging unto the sayde 
Intacke & the landes of Richard Wilkinson lying in Birkenshaw & 
then by the mearstones divideing Tonge Moore and the Common be-
longing unto East Bierley & from the sayde mearestones unto a 
mearestone with a whole in itt lying upon the topp of \ iskitthill & 
from thatt mearestone unto Twislewood moke & from thence unto the 
lower parte of the closes adjoyning unto North Bierley being the 
landes of George Richardson, widdow Whiteheade, Christofer Steade, 
Nicholas Pollard & John Sharpe, unto Shirtcliffe howse & from thence 
over the lower parte of the Monckhills unto a mearestone standing in 
an intake belonging unto the heires of William Richardson, gent., 
and from thence over the highway leadeing towards Newell & then 
through a close belonging unto Jonathan Fairebanck, Clerke, in the 
occupation of Henry Cordingley, leaveing two landes next unto the 
hedge standing towards Bolling and from thence to ye Bridgestone in 
the high streete divideing betweene Tonge & Boiling and then 
over the highway betweene Wiskitthili & Bradford & then by the 
hedge belonging to the landes of John Copley & from thence unto 
a mearestone att the wèstende of the intacke in the possession of 
Robert Wirell & soe through the sowth parte of the sayde intacke & 
from thence upon the north side of the howse of Robert Dennison, 
there formerly being a mearestone neare unto the sayde howse & then 
through two closes next adjoyning to the sayde howse by the sowth 
hedges thereof & from thence by the northside of the intackes in 
the occupatons or possessions of Henrey Cordingley, Richard Nailor, 
Robert Dennison, John Sharpe, Thomas Sharpe & Isaac Nicholls, there 
being a mearestone which devides betweene Tonge & Boiling & there 
being formerly an other mearestone in the intacke in the occupaton of 
Thomas Sharpe & an other mearestone in the intacke in the possession 
of Isaac Nicholls standing neare unto his parlor & from the place 
where the sayde mearestone did stande by the mearestones divideing 
betweene Tonge & Tiersall & soe to the mearestone standing neare 
unto the howse of Richard Sisor and from thence by the hedges 
divideing betweene Tiersall and the landes in the possession or occu-
pacon of the sayde Fichard Sisor & Tempest Cordingley & the wood 
called Black Carr & from thence by the beck running betweene the 
landes belonging unto Tonge and Pudsey & the landes belonging unto 
Tonge & Farneley & from thence by the becke running betweene the 
landes belongeing unto Tonge & Drighlington & leadinge unto Ben-
tham sike aforesayde, There being one litle parcell of land lying on the 
east side of Pudsey Becke adjoyning unto Pudsey Moore and lying 
neare unto a close called the Bothoms in the occupation of James 
Stables being parcell of Scholebrooke farme which doth belonge unto 
Tonge & is for the easement of watering of cattell. 



LETTER FROM SAMUEL IIEMINGWAY TO 

SIR WALTER CALVERLEY, BART.* 

Bradford, 11 Nov., 1717. 

EVER HONOURED SIR, 

I was desired by your mother to write to some friend to 
desire an account of little master and Missy's health, for she was very 
much afraid they should not be well especially Missy since your going 
up, and could not be easy until she heard. I chose to write to your-
self not thinking so proper els & humbly intreats your worshipp would 
order she may be satisfied in that particular & how yourself & my 
Lady does with as much dispatch as may be. I sent ye Bill up for 
£13 (which your worshipp was pleased to give me) to Mr. Stephen 
Husband but did not yet hear whether was paid or presented. I have 
heard nothing yet from Mr. Rhodes, nor from Simpson as to ye lease, 
your worshipp ordered me-put you in. mind about ye tythes of this 
parish whiòh I suppose you will remember if (there) be any opportu-
nity, & perhaps if any there have acquaintance with Sir Nicholas 
Shirburn may not be amiss to make some further triall about Upper 
Esholt. I hear several of the leases are near expiring. I hear 
nothing new about Bradford Mills. I suppose you have been informed 
of Mr. Skeltoiì's death. here is several stickling for ye Register 
place wherein I think Mr. Lindley seems most vigorous. He presents 
his service to you & said would write to you to beg what interest you 
could make for him, As for clerk of peace place, Sir Walter Hawks-
worth is very intimate with my Lord Burlington & I believe would 
almost obtain nomination for it. I fear you had not a very pleasant 
journey, but I heartily wish all your good healthes & should rejoice 
to hear of Missy's recovery from her cough & that little master is 
placed at school to your liking. 

Be pleased to pardon this from Sr. 

Your very humble obedient servant, 

S(AMUEL) ll(EMINGWAY). 

Your mother is well & nothing 
wrong that I know of. 

For ye Honourable Sr. Walter Calverley, Bart. at 
Mr. John Thackeray's house, ye Golden Glove over 
against St. James Church, London. 

* Bradford Free Library MSS. 
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NOTES ON THE EARLY BOLLINGS, 

OF BOLLING. 

BY 

ELEANOR BLANCHE TEMPEST. 

T would appear presumptive to offer to the Bradford 
I-Il sto'rical and Antiquarian Society any notes on 
the Boiling family, after the interesting paper con-

tributed by the late Mr. T. Empsall in November, 1887, 
had it not been that, in the quarter of a century that has 
elapsed, various items of information have been forth-
coming. 
The first Boiling I have met with is William de Bolling 

who, in 1165 (12 Hen. II.) was fined one mark for con-
cealment of a plea relating to the estate of the powerful 
Asoif, who owned such extensive property in Yorkshire, 
but who, before his death had divested himself of nearly 
all to his various sons, sons-in-law, grand-children, &c., 
so that when he died the Crown lost much of its "death 
duties," and had recourse to the levying of fines on those 
to whom Asoif had given land.* It is therefore not im-
probable that William de Bolling was either a descendent, 
or in some way connected with this great Asoif. It was 
doubtless this William de Boiling who, with the consent 
of his son William, gave leave to the Abbot of Kirkstall 
to fence, or make a foss, between Newhall and Bolling,-1-
while William de Boiling, son of William, by an undated 
charter, granted to the same Abbey common of pasture 
for ten cows and a bull in Boiling, and confirmed the 
grant of two bovates of land in Newhall, made by Hugh 

Pipe Roll Soc., ix., 46, and T/oresby Soc., ix., 29. 

t anicher Book of Kirkstall, No. ccxij. 
P 
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Vavasour, and held of the same William (Charter No. 
ccxxxlx*). He was also possibly the same mail who 
attested the charter from Roger de Thornton to Robert, 
brother of Robert the Smith (Fabri) of an assart in 
Allerton between 1240 and 1246.f I must confess I am 
somewhat sceptical of the Tristram Boiling with whom 
Mr. Empsall commences his pedigree, and have failed to 
discover any trace of a grant of land by King John to 
anyone of the name. 

Besides these two Williams who were benefactors to 
Kirkstall, there was a Jordan de Bolling who gave land 
in the township of Bolling called Walter rode (Charter 
No. ccxlvij) and a Stephen de Bolling owner of a hovate 
there, which Maurice, Abbot of Kirkstall (circa 1234) 
granted, with two other bovates, to Adam de Bolling (No. 
ccli,* &c.). 
No mention is made in the Testa de Nevill (1212) of 

any Bolling holding land of the Honour of Lincoln, 
though other tenants are named (p. 367). 
The Robert de Boiling who we next encounter was 

probably, as Mr. Baildon in his notes to the Kirkstall 
Goucher Book suggests, son of William de Boiling the son. 
At York, in April, 1246, William de Birle, Jordan de 
Ledes, William de Bosco, and nine others, were found to 
have disseised Robert de Boiling of 100 acres of land and 
wood and of his free tenement in Bolling ;T and in May 
of the same year Robert was one of the jurors at the 
Inq. p.m. of Robert de Horton ;g he is also named in 
some of the Calverley deeds (No. 21, 96, &c.) about this 
date. In 1250, Robert and Adam de Boiling acted as 
sureties for Richard de Thong . (or Tong) in the suit 
brought by Stephen Lund and Alice his wife against 
Richard for having committed waste in his woods at Tong, 
and thus deprived them of reasonable estover.11 In this 
year Mr. Empsall states that Robert, son of Tristram de 

* ('oucher Book of Kirkstall. 

t (‚kartulary of St. John of Pontefract, ij., 384. 
Assize Bo., 1045. Easter, 30 Hen. III., m. 3. 

§ Ch. Inq., Hen. III. File 4 (11). 11 C'vria Regis Ba.. 139, m. 8, &c. 
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Boiling, was in possession of Boiling Heath, but I am 
unable to trace the authority for this. James (History 
of Brad ford, 1841, p. 309) states that Robert died 43 
Hen. III. (1258-9), and was succeeded by his son John, 
who paid 33s. 4d. for relief; but this is again a statement 
as yet unsupported. 

Mr. Empsall omits John, and makes the heir of Robert 
to be William, and as " William son of Robert," states 
that " at Kirbj's Inquest, 1280," he held three carucates 
of land in Boiling. In the copy of Kirkby's inquest 
printed by the Sui'tees Society, Vol. xlix., Mr. Skaife, in 
his preface, dates this Inquest at 13 Edward I. (1284-5), 
and the entry relating to Boiling (p. 30) is merely that it 
was one of the 25 towns then held by Henry de Lacy, as 
of the Earl of Lincoln's fee; but in the Return of Knights' 
Pees, 31 Ed. I. (1303), "Willelnms de Boiling" is named 
as holding " 3 carucates of land in Boiling, where xx. 
make a knight's fee, of which the Abbot of Kirkstall 
holds 3 bovates" (p. 226). In March, 1315/6, a William 
de Boiling is returned as chief holder in Boiling, but 
no mention appears as to his father's name, nor of a 
manor. According to an entry in the Hopkinson MS., 
xxxix., p. 1171., amongst those holding of John, Duke of 
Lancaster, after the death of Henry de Lacy, 4 Edw. II., 
was William de Boiling, having one-third of a knight's 
fee in Boiling, but his name does not appear in Henry de 
Lacy's Inq. p.m., as set out in the Calendar. This 
William was doubtless the juror at the mg. p.m. of 
Robert de Everingham in January, 1287/8,* and witness 
to Calverley Charters, 1290 to 1310 (Nos. 135, 132, 140, 
167, &c.), and may have been the William de Boiling who 
in 1327 was, with Nicholas le Graver, convicted of cutting 
down trees belonging to Fountains Abbey at Rigton.t 
According to James, this William was the father of a 
William de Boiling who gave Waite' Arsart in Boiling 
to Kirkstall Abbey ; but this is possibly identical with the 
gift of Jordan de Boiling of Walter Rode. 

* ch. Inq., 12 Edv. II. File 48 (15). 
t Corain Rege. JIicli., I Edw. III., m. 3. 

PP 
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About this date there existed a Robert, son of Thomas 
de Boiling, who, in 1309, claimed lands in Manningham 
against Robert Northorp, and a messuage and two bovates 
of land in Clayton against Hugh de Biryl. 
John de Boiling next appears as head of the family, 

who, in 1310, with a William de Boiling, clerk, attested "a 
Calverley charter (No. 163) and was possibly son of the 
above William. The 25 September, 1318, Jo!111 de 
Bolling was appointed a Commissioner of Array for the 
Wapentake of Morley (Pan. Writs), and a John was 
witness to many Calverley charters from 1307 to 1328 
(Nos. 215, 163, 208, &c.). In 1329, Robert de Ekersley 
sued John de Bolling for detaining a certain bond, and 
in July, 1335, he was one of the sureties for Robert 
Foughel, who had failed to render account to his master; 
while in October, 1339, he witnessed a grant from Adam 
de Oxenhope, lord of Batley, of land in Oxenhope.± The 
only entries relating to John de Boiling in the Survey of 
the Extent of the manor of Bradford, made before Sir 
John Gynwell and William Blaby, auditors of the accounts 
of Henry of Lancaster, Earl of Derby, 24 September, 
1341 (15 Edw. III.), by the oath of William Huns, of 
Bradford, &c., is that he holds one carucate of land, to 
wit, the eighth part of a knight's fee in Clayton, 
rendering lib. of cumin yearly at Martinmas.*' The 
earliest Bradford Court Rolls to be found at the Record 
Office, is the series for 12 to 36 Edw. III., and is known 
as Duchy of Lancaster Court Rolls, Bundle 129, No. 
1957. In these Rolls we find the following entries which 
I suggest relate to the above John de Boiling, the first 
mention being when he paid 4d. for an old tree trunk 
(trunco) at the Court held 6 December, 1341 (m. 3). In 
December, 1343, he essoined for Alice, daughter of 
Reyner, and in January following for Thomas de Noi'thorp 
(m.m. 7d and lOd). He apparently farmed the town of 

* be Banco Ro., Hil., 2 Edw. II., m. 266d, 272, &c. 

j- ibid, illicit., 3 Edw. III., m. 62 ; Cal. Clo.9e ho., 1333-7. p. 514 ; and 2'empet 
MSS., Various, No. 13. 

E.rc/t. T. R. 3liseell. Books, 176, fo. 7. 
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Bradford with its tolls of market, fair and mill, up to 18 
October, 1347, when the same was let to farm to John de 
Upton, to hold as fully as Boiling had it before, but at 
the rent of £12 lOs. Od., which was 3s. 4d. more than 
the latter had paid; and at the same Court, John de 
Boiling with ten others came before the Steward and be-
came pledges for Thomas de Northorp, late Receiver of 
the Earl's moneys in Bradfordale, who was arrested at 
Pontefract Castle for £10 15s. Od., the amount of his 
arrears. Should Northrop fail to pay, the pledges agree 
that the Earl may levy on their goods for the sum (m. 17). 
In 1348, he was pledge for Thomas, son of Thomas de 
Tyresale, for the payment of it fine (in. 17d), and was 
mainprize for Robert de Boiling (query his son), in the 
suit with Robert de Thornton in 1350 (in. 20). In July, 
1351, an order was made to distrain on Adam del Brig, 
to answer John de Boiling in a plea of trespass, who in 
August following signed an agreement at Boiling which 
he failed to keep, and in October John was awarded dam-
ages (m.m. 2'2d and 23). In December, 1353, a plea 
between John de Boiling and Thomas Sharp was ad-
journed till next Court (m. 28), and as the case does not 
reappear, one concludes John died about this date. It 
is probable he was the father of Robert, and of a John 
de Boiling, junior, living 1336-58. 

In 1337, Robert, the son of John de Boiling, was 
married to Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Roger de 
Thornton. A fine was made at York in the Octave of 
Holy Trinity, 11 Edw. III. (22 June, 1337), and after-
wards granted and recorded 3 Feb., 1337-8, between 
Roger de Thornton, querent, and Adam de Boiling, chap-
lain, deforciant, as to the manors of Thornton and Dene-
holme in Bradforthdale. Roger acknowledged the manors 
to be the right of Adam, &c., of which Adam has the 
manor of Denhoirne and two parts of the manor of 
Thornton of Roger's gift, and these were rendered to 
Roger to hold to him for life, and Adam granted that the 
one-third part of the manor of Thornton, which Juliana 
widow of Thomas de Thornton, holds in dower, shall on 
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her death revert to Roger to hold for his life with the 
other two-thirds. After Roger's death, the manors are 
wholly to remain to Robert, son of John de Boiling and 
Elizabeth his wife and the heirs of their bodies ; remain-
ders in succession to William, Richard and Margaret, 
sons and daughter of Thomas de Thornton and the heirs 
male of their bodies, remainder to Adam, son of John de 
Sayvell, of Farneley, and the heirs male of his body, and 
for default to the right heirs of Roger .* A search at the 
Record Office has failed to trace the fine of which James 
makes mention as 22 Edw. III., by which Roger de 
Thornton settled the manors of Thornton, Allerton, and 
Denholme on his daughter Elizabeth. Though probably 
Robert was a minor at his marriage, a Robert de Bolting 
was returned in September, 1341, as one of the free-
holders of the manor of Bradford, holding a burgage at 
the yearly rent of 14d.t In December, 1349 (23 Edw. 
III.), Robert, son of John Boiling, with Elizabeth his 
wife, came into the manorial Court at Bradford and did 
fealty, and were given a day at the next Court to ack-
nowledge concerning tenements and services, also to 
produce their deeds, &c. (Court Rolls, Bdle. 129, No. 
1957, m. 19). Therefore 11 March, 1349-40, they came 
and claimed to hold of the lord by remainder half a 
knight's fee in Allerton in Bradfordale, as parcel of the 
manor of Thornton, by homage and fealty and by service 
of 17s. 10d. a year, with suit at the Court of Bradford 
every three weeks (m. 19d). It is evident by this that 
Roger de Thornton was dead, for at the Survey of Sep-
tember, 1341, this is the description of Roger's holding, 
and he further owed boon work in ploughing, for relief 
from which he paid his lord 2s., and from his harvesting 
boons 3s4 At the Court held at Bradford 23 June, 1350, 
Robert de Thornton complained that Robert de Bolling 
unjustly detained one mark for lands and tenements in 
which Robert de Thornton was enfeoffed, and afterwards 

Feet of Fines, Yorks., Case 173, File 113, No. 31. 

t Exeh. T. B. Aliscell. Bks., 179, fol. 3 and 7. 
Exch. T. B. Alisceil. Ms., 176, fols. 3 and 7. 
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for two marks which do Boiling ought to have given him 
as a fine (qersuma). He enfeoffed Robert de Boiling of 
the said hinds and tenements, who gave one mark, but 
the other was detained to the damage of de Thornton of 
40d. Robert do Boiling defended, and John de Boiling 
(query was he his father or brother?) and John Liggard 
were mainprizes for him to keep the peace towards 
Thornton; Thomas do Tyrsale and John de Holyns being 
the like for Thornton, but in August following as Thorn-
ton did not prosecute on his claim he was amerced at 3d. 
(court Rolls, Bdle. 129, No. 1957, m.m. 20 and 20d). 
In July, 1351, Robert de Boiling came into Court and 
took one shop in the market-place of Bradford called 

le Celle Bothe," to hold at the lord's will by the ancient 
service, and he paid 18d. for entry by the pledges of John 
do Boiling; he also acknowledged the fealty he did some 
time before, for the tenement he holds in Bradford and 
the moiety of a burgage in the same ton by service 
of 8d. yearly and the one-third of a certain plot called 

le Milneholine," by service of 4d. yearly at fee farm 
day, with suit twice a year, but he was in future to give 
the duke, by name of relief, 2s., that is to say the farm 
was doubled. He also claimed to hold half an oxgang 
of land, &c., in Clayton, as the right of the inheritance 
of William de Clayton who is a minor (m. 22d). He 
acted as juror and as a surety in 1353, and in August, 
1354, Robert do Boiling, Thomas de Manningham, and 
Thomas de Tiresale sued Richard Jenkyn, John Milner, 
Matilda del Bank, Ralph atte Townend, &c., for trespass 
in "le Milneholme" (m. 31d). The 9 January, 1354-5, 
lie, with Sir John "de Calverslai," knt., Robert Mus-
grave, &c., held an inquest concerning an assault in 
Bradford (in. 32d), and in August, 1353, he gave his lord 
2s. for a couple of strayed colts (in. 35d). In October 
following, Robert do Boiling and William de Lowenth6rpe 
acknowledge they owe William de Howiclie, parson of 
the church of Bradford, 16s. for tithe of sheaf in Shipley 
for the year 27 Edw. III. (m. 37), while in December, 
1358, Richard, vicar of Bradford, complained that Robert 
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de Boiling had on 10 May, 32 Edw. III., carri€d off from 
Bradford four tree trtinks, worth half a mark, which 
Robert denied (m. 44d). At the same Court it was pre-
sented that Richard Neucomer formerly held a plot of 
land in Bradford containing about half a rood of the 
lord's bondage, which plot adjoined a garden and free 
tenement of William, son of Stephen, which William 
,took from the lord and enclosed it in his garden, at 2d. 
yearly rent. Afterwards, John de Bolling junior (query 
brother of Robert ?), purchased the free tenement and 
with it the plot of the lord's bondage, and paid no rent 
for the plot during the whole time the manor was 
in the lord's hands. The jury present that Robert de 
Boiling is now tenant of the aforesaid tenement, &c., by 
hereditary descent after the death of the said John, and 
it is commanded that Robert should, come to the Court 
to show why he should not pay rent, therefore Robert 
appeared 15 March, 33 Edw. III., and acknowledged that 
he owed 18d. for nine years rent, therefore the rent was 
raised (m. 45). In January, 1360-1, Robert de Bolling 
gave the lord 12d. for a fine that he might have William 
Rulse, the lord's native, in his service till Martinmas 
ensuing, at a reasonable wage, and then to deliver the 
said William to the lord's bailiff; and at the same time 
he bought from the steward of the manor, William de 
Fynchedene, the wardship and lands and marriage of 
John, son and heir of William de Clayton (m.m. SOd and 
50). The 19 October, 1361, Robert came and did fealty, 
acknowledging he held the manor of "Boluing" of the 
lord of the manor, by homage, fealty and scutage, by the 
service of a third part of a knight's fee and by suit of 
Court at Bradford every three weeks. And he also 
acknowledged that he held the town of Allerton of the 
lord by knight's service, to wit, by homage, fealty and 
scutage as much as belongs to a moiety of one knight's 
fee when scutage shall run and by the service of 17s. 10d. 
yearly and suit of Court at Bradford every three weeks. 
Robert gave the lord 2s. so that his homage might be put 
off until the Feast of the Purification ensuing (m. 58). 

1 
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This is the last entry relating to Robert in this set of 
Court Rolls. Early in 1365, John, son of Adam de 
Bayldon, claimed against Robert de Boiling a messuage 
in Bradford as his right, but he was dead by July, 1370.* 

Besides this Robert we find the following de Bollings 
named in the series of Court Rolls (Bundle 129, No. 
1957) quoted. In 1336 a John, son of John de Boiling, 
sued Henry, vicar of Bradford, for breaking an agreement 
made between them at Bradford 3 January, 1335-6, and 
John was awarded 26s. 8d. damages. The Roll is too 
faded in this part to follow the case, but it appears the 
agreement concerned a kitchen which the vicar had pulled 
down in a tenement belonging to John in Biadford (m. 1). 
In 1342, John de Boiling and Agnes his wife claimed 
against John de Bolyiîgton and William de Rymyngton 
and Alice his wife, John de Midhope, jun., and Isabel his 
wife, and Beatrice, daughter of William de Skiptoii, a 
messuage in Thornton-in-Craven as their right, and it 
was adjudged that the defendants might go without a 
day.t In November, 1345, Amabilla, widow of Gelle 
(Celle ?) surrendered a stall in Bradford, which was 
granted to John de Boiling, junior, to hold to him and 
his heirs according to the custom of the manor, and he 
gave 12 pence for entry (Court Rolls, m. 12). I take this 
to be the " Celle Bothe" which Robert de Boiling took 
in July, 1351, by the pledge of John de Boiling (m. 22d). 
In 1349, John de Bolling, junior, was pledge for Henry 
de Boiling who was fined lOOs. for trespass, with others, 
at Laugthorn4 This John was dead by December, 1358, 
when Robert de Boiling was declared to hold a garden 
and plot in Bradford which John de Boiling, junior, pui-
chased, and which descended to Robert by heredity after 
the death of the said John (court Rolls, m. 45). 

There was also an Adam de Boiling, chaplain, the de-
fendant in the fine for the Thornton settlement of 11 
Edward III. on Robert de Boiling, and who in 1331 

* Dc Banco Ro., lii., 39 Ed. III., m. 42d, and Hopkinon MS., xxxix., fol. 44d. 

f De Banco Ru., Triti., 19 Edw. III., m. 25d. 
Coì'am Rege., Hil., 23 Edw. III. Fine Ru., m. 2d. 
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claimed against William le Hunt and Margery his wife 
10 acres of land in Boiling by writ of entry ;* he is pos-
sibly also the Adam, who, Mr. Empsall states, " having 
to thrive by his wits mainly, embarked in building and 
kindred speculations in Bradford and neighbourhood and 
thereby acquired substance and a doubtful reputation," 
though I have failed to trace the documents from which 
this rather modern character is deduced. At the Survey 
of the Bradford manor in September, 1341 (15 Edw. III.) 
Adam Boiling, chaplain, is returned as a freeholder, hold-
ing two burgages and two parts of one burgage at a rent 
of 3s. id. and two parts of one half-penny : also one bur-
gage at Gd. yearly rent.f The first entry in the next series 
of Court Rolls is when, on 13 November, 1343, John, son 
of Hugh del Bathe demanded against Richard de Boulton 
one stall in the market-place of Bradford as his right, 
&c., of which his father died seised. The jury elected to 
try the case, and Richard Farer, Robert de Manyngham, 
&c., say by their oath that the said Hugh, the father of 
John, long before his death surrendered in the Court the 
said stall to Adam de Boiling, chaplain, and John de 
Uston by fine which they made to the lord, and that 
afterwards Adam and John surrendered the stall to 
Richard de Boulton, the father of the said defendant 
Richard (m. 7); by which it appears Adam acted as 
trustee. 

There was another Adam, living rather later, namely, 
Adam, son of Alice de Boiling, who appeared at the Court 
at Bradford 29 January, 1353-4, and finds Thomas de 
Manyngham his pledge to produce, when requested, a 
horse which was an estray to the lord, and which John 
de Swanland claimed as his property (m. 29) ; while in 
June, 1359, Adam, son of Alice de Boiling, was pledge 
for John Aicock, of Northouroum (ni. 46). 
We also find a Henry de Boiling in existence, who, as 

noted, was fined in 1349 a hundred shillings for trespass 

* De Banco Ro., Hil., 5 Edv. III., m. 123. 

Exeh. 2 B. 3liscell. Bk.c., 176, m. 3. 
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done to Elizabeth de Lascels at Langthorne.* He was 
dead by 23 June, 1350, when Alice, widow of Henry de 
Boiling, came into Court at Bradford and took the custody 
of William, son and heir of the said Henry, who is three 
years old, until he is of full age, and she did her fealty 
for the service due to be faithfully performed during the 
said time (court Roll, m. 20). In August'following, it 
was ordered to distrain Alice, widow of Henry de Boiling; 
Juliana, widow of Hugh Kyng, of Horton, John, son and 
heir of Adam de Harwood, &c., to acknowledge their 
tenements, services, &c. (m. 20d), and on Thursday, 13 
January, 1350-1, therefore, Alice appeared and claimed 
to hold one whole burgage of the lord in the town of 
Bradford by service of 14d. by the year, and doing her 
suit at Bradford Court at the to turns for all other ser-
vices, and she paid 2s. 4d. in the name of relief (m. 22). 
In December, 1354, she had a day to prove she did not 
owe William de Horwiche sixpence for tithe of hay, and 
in March following it was found Horwiche had no right 
to his claim (m.m. 32 and 32d and 34). In. 1357 she 
complained that William del Scot's dog had bitten one of 
her sheep to the damage of Gd. (rn. 41), and next year 
(13 Nov., 32 Edw. III.) she and Roger, son of Roger de 
Manyngham, were attached to answer William, son of 
Robert, and the whole corninonalty of the town of Horton 
for not making a fence (clausura) between their tenement 
in Horton and the fields of Horton, so that all the cattle 
of the town for want of such fencing, entered and eat 
the corn there, to wit, oats, to the damage of 30s. Roger 
and Alice deny their liability to make a fence, but the 
jury find that Roger ought to enclose that place, the 
length of a grange and 16 feet beyond, damage being 
assessed at 12d. ; while next month Roger complains 
that Alice de Boiling has not made a fence, as she ought 
to have done, between his tenement and her own in 
'Mikeihorton,' and therefore divers beasts had entered 
and depastured his corn to the value of lOs. The jury, 
however, find that Alice was in no way bound to make a 

Cwain Rqe, lii. 23. Edw. III. Fine Ro., m. 2d. 
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fence, but that it was Roger's own duty to do so (m.m. 
43, 44 and 45). I can discover nothing further about 
this Alice, though possibly Adam, son of Alice de Boiling, 
was her son by a former marriage. 

To return to the Robert, son of John de Boiling, who 
married Elizabeth Thornton, and died 1370; he left a 
son John, who at the Sheriff's turn 16 June, 44 Edw. III. 
(1370) as John, son and heir of Robert de Boiling, entered 
upon one-third part of a knight's fee in " Boluinge," 
being of full age, whereof the relief was xxxivs. iiijcl. 
which he paid, and was admitted after his father's death, 
while at the Court held 13 March, 1371-2, we find John 
de " Boluinge " claiming a tenement in Thornton in 
Bradfordale which had been forfeited to the lord for a 
year and a day, owing to John's tenant, Henry de 
llalyleghe, having been hanged for felony; he paid 
26s. 8d. into Court to have the use of the buildings, &c., 
during the period of their forfeiture.* This was evidently 
the John de Boiling who in 1379 paid 8s. 8d. at Boiling, 
as an esquire, for his own and wife's poll tax, and was 
probably the man who in June, 1384, witnessed at Bingley 
a feoffment of land, &c., in WaddelancEs, Calverley and 
Pudsey to John de Morlegh of Merelay.t At the Mano-
rial Court for the honour of Pontefract, 16 September, 
1401, be gave the lord 12d. for a fine that his services 
might be respited till Michaelmas following ;*' and the 
same year ho paid toward the Aid to marry the king's 
elder daughter 6s. 8d. for one-third of a fee in Boiling, 
formerly William de Boiling's; lOs. for half a fee in 
Allerton, formerly Thomas de Thornton's, and 3s. 1d. 
for 10 bovates of land in Clayton, formerly William de 
Clayton's.§ He died about 1408, proof of his will (which 
has not been found) and administration of his goods was 
granted 11 September, 1408, to Richard de Popelay and 
William de Thornton, probate being reserved to Henry 

* Hopkinson MS., xxxix., fols. 44d, 102d, 50d., and 9d. 

Col. Guy Wentworth, of Woolley's Boiling Deeds, No. 4. 

IIopkin.on MS. xxxix., fols. 44d. 102d., 50d, and 9d. 

§ Ducky of Lancaster Kniqhts' Fees, 1/18. fols. 78, 93 and 98. 
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Sayvill of Thornehill, the other executor, William de 
Roydes, vicar of Bradford, renouncing (Testa. Ebor., iv., 
203 note). 

Mr. Ernpsall narrates that John de Boiling married in 
1404, Grace, sister of Richard de Popelay, and left two 
infant sons, Robert and James ; but if that was the case, 
who was the " Katerine, late wife of John de Boiling" 
who held dower in 1446 ? By the marriage settlements 
of Tristram, son and heir of Robert Boiling, with Bea-
trice de Calverley, dated 20 January, 24 Hen. VI., part 
of Beatrice's jointure was contingent on the death of 
this Katherine, John's widow.* John's son and heir, 
Robert Boiling, was evidently of age by 27 July, 1409 
(10 Hen. IV.), for at the Manorial Court held at Ponte-
fract that day, amongst the reliefs paid was £4 3s. 4d. 
the third part of a knight's fee in Boiling, and for half a 
knight's fee in Ailerton in Bradfordale, which Robert, 
son of John de Boiling, late held, and the heir of Robert 
now has.t A Robert de Boiling was witness to a settle-
inent of the manor of Baildon, made 29 September, 
1408, by Thomas de Tliornore on William de Baildon and 
Margaret his wife4 who I surmise was the son and heir 
of John, for Margaret, daughter of the above Thomas 
Tlìornore, of Eccleshifl, &c., became the wife of Robert 
Boiling, of Boiling. Early in the year 1413, Robert, son 
and heir of John Boiling, son and heir of Robert Boiling, 
and Elizabeth Thornton, had a suit with Thomas Holden, 
the son and heir of Isabella (the other daughter and co-
heir of Roger and Matilda Thornton), over land and 
tenements in Thornton near Bradford which descended 
to them from the Thornton coheirs ; from this it is also 
clear that Robert can have been no "infant" in 1408. 
In October, 1413, Robert Bolling, with two others was 
given a day at the manorial Court of Bradford to answer 
a charge of trespass upon the presentment as in the 

* Cili•eile!, ChaPte,'$, No. 360. 

f Hopkinson MS., xxxix., fols. 79, 79d. 
Jiodlejan C/ufl'feì'Å, 128. 

§ De Jianco Ba., liii. 14 Hhn. IV., in. 295d. 
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court roll of the precediug year is more fully contained ; 
there appears to be a hiatus of seven months in the rolls at 
this period, for the preceding roll is for August, 1412, when 
nothing is mentioned of any trespass by either him or the 
others. One is therefore unable to explain what was the 
trouble, though as in April, 13 Henry IV., the tenants 
of the viii of Boiling were assessed a penalty to repair 
the highway at Newailoyne which was dangerous to the 
king's common people, it might refer to this (m. in. 5 
and 6). In May, 1414, Geoffrey Leventhorpe was accused 
of having made a great affray in the parish church on 
Easter Monday, 1413, and assaulted Thomas Durygge 
(Durysh), parson of the church of Bradford, Robert 
Boiling, Thomas Thorner, junior, and Thomas Thorne-
ton, all of which Geoffrey admitted and was fined. (m. 9d). 
A few vague entries of trespass occur against Robert on 
the rolls for the next few years, but nothing specific. 

Robert Boiling died before September, 1423, when 
Margaret, as his widow, sued Thomas Rauson, of 
Bradford, souter, for depasturing cattle on her land at 
Bradford and damaging her corn and grass to the value 
of 10 marks ; and in 1427 she prosecuted John Pollard 
of Newehall, husbandman, for setting his dogs on to a 
sow and ten small pigs (porceilos) at Little Boiling, 
whereby the sow aborted and the piglets were damaged.t 
Margaret Boiling's father, Thomas Thornore, died 6 Oct., 
1429, and at his Inq. p.m. he was declared to die seised 
of the manor of Eccleshili, held of Sir Henry Brounflete 
and Joan his wife; also of a messuage and five bovates 
of land in Farsley, held of the honour of Pontefract, 
and that he enfeoffed Sir William Harrington, knt., and 
John Tonge of the aforesaid, which they now hold. His 
heir was his son Robert Thornore, aged 40 years and 
more4 The heir, Robert Thornore, died 18 June, 1430, 
leaving as heir a daughter Elizabeth, aged ten years and 
more. He was found to have been seised in fee of the 

C'ouì't Rolls, Bd1. 129, No. 1960, M. 8. 
f ibid., Mich. 2 Henry VI., m. 187. and Mich., 6 Hen. VI., in. 439. 

Chan. inq. p.m., 8 Hen. YL, No. 14. 
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manor of Eccieshill, a capital messuage in Farsley, a 
messuage called Wadland, &c., and being so seised 
enfeoffed Sir Thomas Thunstall, knt., Thomas and John 
Harrington, Robert Passelaw, John Frankes and Henry 
Scalura of the saine. After her brother's death, Margaret 
Boiling claimed much of the Thornore estates, and sued 
in Chancery that Sir William Harrington and John Tonge 
be ordered to make sure and sufficient estate to her, 
according to a will that was showed, in certain lands and 
tenements which she had of the gift and feoffment of 
Thomas Thornore her father, the will ordaining that the 
said William and John should release to Margaret all the 
right they had in the said lands and tenements, and this 
they refused to do. Wherefore she had sued the Chan-
cellor at York .to have a deed of feoffment from William 
and John, for she was put out of possession, Harrington 
having made the Escheator seize the lands and tenements 
because of the nonage of a child (Elizabeth) who had no 
right thereto.t In pursuance, we conclude, of an order 
from the Chancellor, Sir William Harrington, knt., and 
John Tonge of "Dunus.," the 9 February, 9 Henry VI. 
(1430-1), conveyed to Margaret Boiling the manors of 
Eccieshill, Presthorpe and Wadlan, with land and appur-
tenances in Eccieshull, Presthorpe, Wadian, Farsley, 
Calverley and Pudsey, which they, along with Sir John 
Everingham, knt., and Robert Boiling had of the feoff-
ment of Thomas Thornore, father of the said Margaret, 
late wife of Robert Boiling. This conveyance is not 
sealed, but the letter of attorney of the same date, 
appointing Henry Savyll of Coplay, Hugh de Tonge, 
Robert Botiler and John Wocle to deliver to Margaret the 
above property, is duly sealed and executed, and is 
endorsed, " Theys deds makyth for the pedigre and the 
possession off Bo1Iyng." A curious document, which 
proves to be a palinipset, purports to be a grant from 
rfl1onas Thornore to Margaret Boiling his daughter and 

* ibid., 9 Hen. VI., No. 31. 

t Jt1 1li/ Giutiw. Proceed., file 33, No. 209. 

Colonel \Ventwortl, of \Volley's Boiling Deeds, No. and 6. 
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Thomas Boiling her son and his male heirs, of the manor 
of "Ekyishyll " and appurtenances, the manor of 
Presthorpe with Wadland, and all her other lands, &c., 
in the vills of Calverley, Farsley and Pudsey. It is dated 
8 September, " decimo regni Regis H. sexti post coquestu 
Angliæ" (1431). As Thomas Thornore died before that 
date, Mr. Paley Baildon suspected something wrong, and 
after a careful scrutiny discovered the fraud, the words— 
Sciant presentes et futurì," &c., had been written over 

the original " Sciant omnes tam presentes," &c. ; the f. 
of futuri coming just in front of the T. of Thomas, and 
Th. is discernible between "Thornore" and "dedi." It 
is difficult to judge how much has been altered in the 
document, nor the reason for the work, for it is evident 
the deed was originally authentic and executed in 1427, 
for it is endorsed in a contemporary handwriting—" The 
dede in tale of T. Thornor to Margret Bollinge and 
Thomas Bollinge A°. vj. H. vje." 

In spite of the feoffment by Harrington and Tonge, 
Margaret does not appear to have entered upon the lands 
without trouble, for in December, 1432, she was sum-
monsed at Leeds, and tried by jury for being a disturber 
of the peace, having on Wednesday in Easter week, 1431, 
entered in an armed and warlike manner divers lands and 
tenements, to wit, the manors of "Wodelandys" and 
Eccieshill, 4 messuages, 3 crofts, 1 oxgarig, 140 acres of 
land, 10 acres of meadow, and 17s. 5d. of rents in 
Calverley, E ccleshill, Farsley and Pudsey, property 
claimed by William Skargyll, Thomas and John Harring-
ton, Robert Passelaw, John Frankes and Henry Skalwra. 
She appeared at York 11 May, 1437, to further answer 
this breach of the peace, when, as Margaret Boiling, of 
Calverley, widow, she produced Letters Patent from the 
King, dated 1 May, 15 Hen. VI., by which she was par-
doned her suit of the peace and all offences committed 
before 2 September, 1431, so long as she was "not a 
counterfeiter of coin, or washer of gold and silver, or a 
notorious thief, &c., and so long as she do stand to right 

* Colonel Wentworth of Wolley's Boiling Deeds, No. 7. 



NOTES ON THE EARLY BOLLINGS. 231 

in the King's Court, should any person wish to implead 
her concerning any of the premises." Whereupon it was 
granted that the said Margaret Boiling may be liberated 
from prison and restored to the common law of England, 
&c. By whatever title she had the property, Margaret 
Boiling by deed dated at Wadelands 10 August, 11 Hen. 
VI. (1433) enfeoffed Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, 
John Leventhorpe, senior, John Leventhorpe, junior, 
John King, vicar of Calverley, Richard Willesthorpe and 
John Rushworth, of all her estate (totum statum que 
habeo) in the lands, &c., in Calverley, Farsley, Pudsey, 
Wadelauds and Eccleshifl, which she lately had of the 
gift and feofhent of Thomas Thornore, her father ; to 
be held on condition that when she desired, the same was 
to be reconveyed to her.t Her troubles were by .no 
means over, for in October, 1434, Elizabeth Thornore 
(her niece) sued Margaret Boiling, of Calverley, widow, 
for the return of a certain box (pixis) containing charters 
and muniments';t while in February, 1435-6, William 
Scargili, Thomas Harrington, Robert Passelaw and Henry 
Scalwray, the surviving feoffees of Robert Thornore, re-
covered 100 marks damages against her for novel disseisin 
of Wadiands, &c., which was still unpaid the following 
year. § 
The date of Margaret's death has not been discovered, 

neither is there anything to show whether she was mother 
to Robert Boiling the next owner of Boiling, but she 
was parent to the Thomas Boiling on whom, as shown, 
the manor of EccleshiÌl, &c., was entailed by the forged 
deed of 10 Henry VI., and it may have been for the in-
sertion of his name that the palimpset work was effected. 
He was included with his mother in a writ for trespass 
at Wadlands, &c., in February, 1436-7,11 and succeeded 
to her estates. The 2 October, 1457, John and Henry 

C'oraìu liege. Roll, Easter, 15 Hen. VI., m. 9. 

Col. Guy Wentworth's Boiling Deeds, No. 8. 

De Banco Roll, Mich., 13 Hen. VI., rn. 299. 

§ ibid., Iii!., 16 Hen. Vi., m. m. 121 and 134. 
11 Comm lIege. Ro., 703, Hit., 15 Hen. VI., m. 95. 

Q 
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Thwaites as feoffees, conveyed to Thomas Boiling, son 
and heir of Thomas Boiling, " of Wadelandes," and 
Elizabeth his wife, all the messuages, lands, &c., in 
Pudsey, now in the tenure of Margaret, late wife of John 
Whitley, and the messuages and lands which they had 
of the feoffment of the said Thomas Bolling.* The 18 
February, 1467-8, Thomas Boiling, of Wadlands, esq., 
enfeoffed John Pilkington, esquire of the Body to Edw. 
IV., John Kent, vicar of Brestall, and John Boiling, son 
and heir of the said Thomas, of the manors of Wadlands 
and Eccieshill, with land there and in Farsley, Calverley, 
and Pudsey; but this son John must have died directly 
after, for, 2 March, 7 Edw. IV., Thomas Boiling, of 
Wadlands, senior, conveyed to Constantine Maude and 
others the above property, which they in December, 1468, 
re-conveyed to Thomas the father for life, and then for 
Thomas Boiling his son and heir, and male heirs, with 
remainder over to Alexander, John and Percival, sons of 
the said Thomas Boiling senior. Thomas, the now heir, 
probably married a daughter of Constantine Maude, and 
in September, 1504, gave lands in Wadlands to his son 
and heir Constantine Boiling and Isabel his wife and 
their heirs.± Of the other sons, nothing worth recording 
is known, beyond that John (the second of that name) 
made his will 9 December, 1490, desiring to be buried at 
Sandel (York Registry). 
To return to Robert, the son of Robert Boiling, who 

died before September, 1423, he succeeded to the father's 
estates at Bolling and Bradford, and was probably the 
Robert Boiling who, with William Mirfield, complained 
in 1432 that Waiter Grave, of Bradford, chaplain, had 
broken into their house in Bradford and assaulted their 
servant, Alice Bocher; and the same year, with William 
Bradford and John Scargill, claimed a messuage, &c., in 
Heath, Warmnfield, and Shariston, by writ of novel dis-
siesin against William Mirfield, Esq., and William Helay, 

* Col. Guy Wentworth's Boiling Deeds, No. 9. 

t ibid., No. 12, 13,14 and 15. 
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and recovered the same.* By indenture dated 24 Jan., 
1445-6, Robert Boiling, "squyer," agreed with Walter 
Calverley, esq., for the marriage of Tristram, his son and 
heir apparent, with Beatrice, Walter's daughter, to take 
place before Pentecost, 1447. Boiling undertook to 
enfeoff lands for a jointure of 10 marks yearly, namely, 
five marks at the date of the espousals, four marks when 
Beatrice reached the age of 14 years, and one mark after 
the death of Katherine, late wife of John Boiling. The 
jointure of Isabel, now wife of the said Robert Boiling, 
is named; and Beatrice with 33s. 4d. of her jointure is 
to remain in her father's hands till she is twelve years 
old and then to be handed over to the Bollings. If 
Tristram should die before the marriage is completed, 
she is to be married to Robert's second son, James.t The 
marriage took place in due course, and she is mentioned 
in the will of her father, Walter Calverley, " armiger," 
not knight as Mr. Empsall calls him, 6 April, 1466. 
As related in the quoted paper on the Boiling family, 

Robert and his son Tristram fought for Henry VI., and 
had his estates forfeited 4 March, 1460-1, and was 
attainted of high treason 4 November, 1 Edward VI.; 
his manors, &c., of Boiling and Thornton being valued 
at £25 per annum, clear. The Escheator, Thomas 
Glover, esq., being called upon to account for that amount 
from 4 March, 1 Edw. IV. to 5 Nov. 5 year (1465)4 By 
Letters Patent 6 September, 1467, Geoffrey Warton, esq., 
the king's servant, was granted, for life, the manor of 
Thornton, co. York, not exceeding 410, late belonging to 
Robert Boiling, being in the king's hands by reason of 
forfeiture, and 2 January, 1467-8, a like grant was made 
to Thomas Radcliffe of the manor of Boiling with its 
members, 2 messuages, 30 acres of land, 40a. of meadow, 
2a. of wood, and 20s. rent in Clayton, a messuage, 4 
acres of land and la. of meadow in Horton; 3 messuages, 

Dc Banco Ro., Michs., 11 Henry VI., m. 223 and Hil., 14 Hen. VI., m. 121. 

t calrerley Charters, No. 360. 
(‚bane. Inq., 4 Ed. IV., No. 42, and Enrolled Esebeator's Acets., York, No. 

140 (10), and Rot. Pan., v 477. 

Q  
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40 acres of land, and 4a. of meadow in Bradford; 2 mes-
suages, 20 acres of land, 4a. of meadow, 20a. of pasture, 
and a moiety of another messuage, 40 acres of land, 8a. 
of meadow, 200a. of pasture, l0a. of wood, and lOs. of 
rent in Heynworth (near Keighley), co. York, not to exceed 
£18 a year, all which was in the king's hands by forfeiture 
from Robert Bolling.* Though Robert received a pardon 
17 June, 1463, his lands were not released from attainder, 
till at the Parliament held 6 October, 12 Edw. IV. (1472), 
on his presenting a petition for their restoration, his 
prayer was granted, and the 26 January, 1474-5, he 
obtained an exemplification of the same.t By deed 24 
July, 1484, he enfeoffed Edward Golderburgh, Baron of 
the Exchequer, Edward Redman, "Esquire of the Body," 
Edward Cresacre, parson of Arkesey, and his son James 
Bolling, of his manors of Boiling, Thornton and Den-
holme and half of Heynsworth, for jointure for his wife 
Isabel, and for an estate of 40s. yearly to each of his sons 
James, William, Humphrey, Raynbrow and Troilus out of 
Thornton, Hethlee and Snowden, which on their death 
was to revert to his son Tristram. The will was proved 
at York in June, 1488. 

Robert's eldest son Tristram, left by his wife Isabel 
Calverley, an only daughter Rosamund, who on Tristrarn's 
death, 20 May, 1502, was declared to be his heir, then 
aged 26 years and more4 she having been contracted 13 
July, 1497, to marry Richard Tempest, the nephew and 
heir of Sir Thomas Tempest, of Bracewell, knight, when 
the Boiling manors, &c., were settled on her, and thus 
Bolling passed to the Tempest family. Tristram Boiling 
in his will 7 April, 1502, mentions a wife Ellen, also a 
son Edward Boiling, but whether Ellen was mother to 
Edward or whether he was legitimate I have not discovered. 

* Cal. Patent Re., 1467-77, pp. 31 and 46. 

Rot. Pail., vj., 20, and cal. Pat. Re.. 1467-77, p. 479. 

6'hanc. Inq., 18 Hen. VII., No. 124. 

§ ibid, of Sir Thomas Tempest, 23 Hen. VII., No. 6. &c. 



THE RECTORY TERM. 

BY 

H. F. KILLIOK. 

AtOST Bradford lawyers and some Bradford land 
owners know that a considerable area of land in 
certain parts of the town is, or until recent years 

was, held for a term of 500 years, which commenced in 
1707. 1 say was because under Section 65 of The Con-
veyancing Act, 1881, it is open to the land owner under 
such a holding to obtain the reversion and become a free-
holder by the simple process of signing a formal document 
stating his desire so to do. This terni was usually known 
as the Rectory rrerin because -the lands were formerly 
part of the glebe of the Rectory of Bradford. The his-
tory of the Rectory is well known, and is to be found by 
referring to Dr. Outhwaite's collection of documents re-
latiruj to the Parish church, published in 1827, to Mr. 
James' history of Bradford, Part I., page 189, and Part 
II., page 141, to Mr. Cudworth's paper in Vol. 11. (Old 
Series) of the Bradford Antiquary, page 187, to Whit-
aker's Loiclis and Elmete, page 354, and to other authori-
ties. But I have not found any clar account of the 
origin of the 500 years term and the purpose for which 
it came into existence. There is no rent and there are no 
provisions in favour of the landlord or reversioner. I 
have known difficulties arise in old days when it was 
desired to build on the boundary separating the glebe 
from the adjoining freehold, and though the remaining 
300 years or so of the term is a substantial slice of the 
inheritance, I should think that most holders have now 
appropriated the reversion and become the owners of the 
endless duration of estate, which, subject to what re-
mains of feudal restrictions, it is the proud boast of the 
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freeholder to possess. There seems to have been a rector 
of the ordinary type at Bradford until the reign of 
Henry V., with the usual provision for him by glebe land 
and tithe, and the usual rights and liabilities in regard 
to the chancel of the church. There were during the 
14th century and from 1293 a regular succession of vicars 
presented by the rector (see James, Part I., page 189), 
but the vicar was what would now be called a curate or 
priest-in-charge, acting for a non-resident and doubtless 
pluralist rector. 

But in 1416 King Henry desired to benefit a recently-
founded Collegiate Church at Leicester, and did so by the 
ordinary mediæval method which combined the maximum 
of benefit to the donee with the minimum of loss or sac-
rifice to the donor. From the Calendar of Patent Rolls, 
3 Henry V., under date 1416, March 16, we extract the 
following entry 

1416. March 16. Grant to the Dean and Canons of the 
new Collegiate Church of St. Mary, Leycestre, of the advowson 
of the Church of Bradford, co. York, of the King's patronage as 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, and licence for them to appropriate 
the Church in mortmain to keep the obit of the King's mother, 
buried in the said Collegiate Church, according to the form of the 
obits of the King's progenitors, founders of the same. and in 
support of the charges contained in the foundation; provided 
that a vicarage be sufficiently endowed and a competent sum 
from the fruits of the Church distributed yearly to the poor 
parishioners, according to the ordinance of the ordinary (Patents 
3 Henry V., Part II., m. 19). 

See also James' Histoì'y, Part I., page 191, from. which 
it seems that he found the record in the Tower of London. 
The usual arrangement on the so-called "appropria-

tion" of the living was doubtless then made. The College 
became the perpetual Rector, a provision was made for 
the maintenance of a vicar appointed by them, the King 
lost nothing but the right to present, and secured the 
"obit," the College gained the substantial surplus of 
Rectorial income and property, and the interests of the 
great parish and its inhabitants for whose benefit the 
Rectory had been endowed were not considered at all 
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beyond the dole provided for by the Letters Patent, a 
provision which had only recently been made necessary 
by Stat. 13, Richd. II., c. 6 (1392). 

So matters continued until the surrender of the House 
on the dissolution of the monasteries, when the Rectory 
came to the Crown who held it until Charles I. sold it 

with much other property to pay his father's debts, and 
in the course of a few years it became the property of 
Sir J110. Maynard, who married Katherine Rushout and 
had two children, a son John and a daughter Mary May-
nard. Most of this we learn from the authorities cited 
above, though they don't in all respects agree, and there 
was some confusion during the period of the Common-
wealth. As Miss Maynard was thrice married we may 
believe that she had personal attractions. Her first hus-
band was Francis Buller, Esq , a Cornish gentleman of 
good position, and of the family from which sprung an 
eminent judge, Mr. Justice Buller, and his descendants, 
Sir J. Y. Buller, afterwards Lord Churston, and Sir 
Redvers Buller. By him she had two sons, the second 
being James Buller, and she appears to have been a minor 
at her husband's death in 1678. She then married Wm. 
Adams, Esq., a Norfolk gentleman, whom she also sur-
vived. Then in 1686 she married Sir Rushout Cullen, 
her cousin, the son of her mother's sister Abigail. It 
seems therefore that she had two children before she was 
twenty-one, and three husbands before she was thirty. 
Before her third marriage she had become entitled to the 
Rectory estate and rights, and by way of settlement, by 
deed dated 9th April, 1686, she conveyed the property 
on her marriage to Sir Jas. Rush out, her uncle, and her 
mother upon trust for her separate use and disposal. By 
her will dated 14th March, 1693, she directed the trus-
tees to convey the property to her second son, Mr. James 
Buller, subject to a £50 annuity for two lives to her 
.daughter Jane Adams. Lady Cullen died in 1694, and 
Mr. James Buller thus became the owner. He resided at 
Shillingham, in Cornwall. If we may speculate upon the 
reasons which led to the execution of the next document 
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we may suppose that he was careless and perhaps extra-
vagant in money matters, and that thmily influencé led 
him to settle his estates for the protection of his heirs. 
But though we know from the deed that he was willing 
to do this, he was not prepared to limit his resources for 
payment of debts and legacies to his savings from income, 
and evidently stipulated for power to charge his estates 
for that purpose in the event of their going not to his 
children but to collateral relatives. Be that as it may 
by deeds dated 24 and 25 Nov., 1707, Mr. Buller conveyed 
the Rectory of Bradford and other estates to trustees 
(Sir Win. Coryton, Francis Wills, and William Hancock) 
to the use of himself and the heirs male of his body, and 
in default then to the use of the trustees for 500 years 
from 25th November, 1707, upon trust by sale of as much 
property as might be required, to raise money if necessary 
for payment of his funeral expenses, debts, and any 
legacies that he might give. He also reserved power to 
vary and add to the trusts for which the term was created 
if he thought proper by will to do so, and subject to 
these arrangements the estates were to go to a relative, 
John Buller, of Morval, for life, with numerous further 
dispositions by way of settlement, and a final limitation 
to the heirs of Francis Buller, formerly of Shillingham, 
the grandfather of Mr. Jas. Buller. Mr. John Buller 
married Mary, a daughter of Sir Hy. Pollexfen, Chief 
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, who was one of 
the leading counsel for the Seven Bishops in 1688. Of 
Lady Cullen's trustees Sir Jas. Rushout was the survivor, 
and the trust estate was in 1709 vested in his grandson, 
also Sir Jas. Rushout, an infant. The annuity given by 
Lady Cullen's will had ceased to be payable. Mr. Jas. 
Buller obtained from the Court of Chancery, under an 
Act passed in the last session, an order that the infant 
trustee should convey the estate to him absolutely, which 
was effected by deed dated 4th March, 1709. The Chan-
cery proceedings were creditably expeditious. The peti-
tion for the order was presented 13th December, 1708, it 
was referred to a Master in Chancery on 11th February, 
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1709. His report was dated 22nd February, an order 
that the infant should convey was made 2nd March, 1709, 
and the deed was immediately executed. It is curious 
that neither in the Chancery proceedings nor in the deed 
of conveyance was the settlement of 1707 mentioned or 
referred to. The trustees under that settlement would 
seem to have been the persons entitled to call for the 
conveyance, but their rights were apparently not brought 
before the Master in his enquiry. 

Mr. James Buller by his will dated or at all events 
published 14 Sept., 1710, gave legacies, and bequeathed 
the residue of his estate to the three trustees of the term 
(Coryton, Wills and Hancock), whom he appointed his 
executors, in trust for the owner of his mansion at Shil-
lingham, and he directed the trustees if necessary to 
raise by means of the 500 years term enough to provide 
for any deficiency of his estate. He seems to have died 
the same day without issue, so that Mr. John Buller be-
came tenant for life, the estates being charged with any 
deficiency in the testator's estate of funds for payment of 
debts and legacies. That deficiency was serious, and 
there was another resort to the Court of Chancery in the 
form of an administration suit under which it was 
arranged and ordered that the three trustees should re-
nouiice the executorship of the will, that Mr. Jno. Buller 
should be appointed administrator, that the 500 years 
term should be assigned to two trustees (Morth and 
Stephens) in trust for him, and that Mr. Buller should 
provide for any deficiency of Mr. James Buller's estate. 
By deed dated 23 Oct., 1711, the three trustees assigned 
the residue of Mr. Jas. Buller's estate to Mr. Jno. Buller, 
and assigned the 500 years term to Morth and Stephens. 
Mr. Jno. Buller by will dated 21st Nov., 1714, which 
stated that he had paid £6413. 6s. 3d. on account of Jas. 
Buller's estate, gave his estates to trustees by way of 
settlement on his son, Jno. Francis Buller. He died 27th 
Nov., 1715, and again there was a resort to the Court of 
Chancery for the adniinistratioii of his estate. There 
was an enquiry as to the amount paid in respect of Jas. 
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Buller's liabilities and legacies, and as to what property 
should be sold by the trustees of the term, and the 
Master in Chancery reported 3rd July, 1717, that Jno. 
Buller's estate was creditor of Jas. Buller's estate for 
£6310 17s. 9d., and that £4000 on a mortgage was still 
to pay. The proceedings seem to have gone on much 
after the fashion of Jarndyce v. Jarndyce, and another 
Master in Chancery reported 13th Dec., 1722, that Rd. 
Woolfe, of Lincb]n's Inn, had offered £4550 for the Rec-
tory estate, which offer ought to be accepted, the offer 
being on behalf of a relative, also Rd. Woolfe, of Brid-
lington Quay. By deed dated 22nd Dec., 1722, on pay-
ment of the purchase money the Rectory estate was 
assigned to Richard Woolfe, of Lincoln's Inn, for the 
residue of the term, in trust for his relative, and thus the 
leasehold tenure of the Bradford Rectory property, lands 
and tithes began. 
We need not pursue the story with any detail. Rd. 

Woolfe, of Bridlington, gave the estate to his son, the 
Rev. Nicholas Woolfe, taking a mortgage on the advow-
son for £2800, and by his will charged the mortgage with 
an annuity to his wife and a legacy of £1300 to his 
daughter Lydia. The introductory clause of Mr. Rd. 
Woolfe's will is according to the fashion of the time, but 
more than usually expressive of the pious aspirations of 
the testator. He states that he 

"being of sound and disposing mind and memory, praised be God 
for the same, do make this my last will and testament in manner 
and form following (that is to say) First, I do willingly and 

"freely resign my most precious and immortal soul whensoever 
it shall please him to call for it, into the merciful hands of God 
that made it, and of his Blessed Son Jesus Christ who redeemed 
it, and of the Holy Ghost who sanctified it and hath kept it 

"under the blessed guidance of his grace, and as for my body I 
"desire it may be decently interred in the Parish Church of 
"Bridlington in hopes of a blessed resurrection at the discretion 
of my executors." 

The final sentence is not happily worded, and tends to 
convey a curious notion of the functions of the executors. 
The Rev. Nicholas Woolfe having become the absolute 
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owner for the term, gave the property by his will if he 
had no children to his widow for life, and then to the first 
and other sons of his sister Lydia, the wife of Francis 
Dawson, Esq., and their heirs male successively in tail, 
forgetting that such a disposition could not be made of 
leaseholds, and would vest the term in the first taker.* 
He died without issue, and her eldest son, Sarni Dawson, 
became the owner. By the advice of his solicitor, 
Mr. Jno. Bentley, a fine sur concessit was levied of the 
property by which it was demised to Mr Bentley for 
420 years from 1st March, 1780, in trust for Mr. Dawson, 
and in legal phrase to attend and protect him from prior 
charges and claims. After Mr. Dawson's death his 
brother Francis, as Mr. Cudworth has told us, disposed 
of the entire estate by sale, glebe lands, tithes, advowson 
and chancel. The transaction as to the chancel was a 
curious illustration of the sentiments of the time. The 
chancel of a parish church is usually considered, at all 
events at present, as a specially sacred part of a sacred 
edifice. There is celebrated the most solemn act of Chris-
tian worship, and interment there has for many ages been 
regarded as a privilege and an honour. The legal owner-
ship of the chancel by a rector has its origii in the idea 
not of mere secular property but that the chancel is in a 
peculiar sense the priest or minister's part of the church 
as distinguished from that set apart for the worshippers. 
These ideas don't seem to have occurred to Mr. Dawson 
and his solicitor, and the chancel was dealt with as an 
ordinary bit of realisable property. In January, 1794, 
Mr. Bentley made a note to take an account of the num-
ber and condition of the pews in it, and to enquire as to 
the sums payable to the rector for burials there, and on 
3rd March, 1794, Mr. Dawson wrote to Mr. Bentley, "I 
"do not approve of selling the chaijcel at a valuation 
"before I' have seen that valuation, and consequently 
"would have no agreement with Mr. Crosse as you 
"propose." Then on 14th April the chancel was offered 
for sale by auction for the residue of the term, " with all 

* Jarniaii on Wills, Vol. II., p. 1193, Ed. 1910. 
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"the pews and the exclusive rights of erecting other 
"pews, the same right of burial, and all other rights." 
It was withdrawn from, or at all events not sold at the 
auction, but disposed of privately afterwards to the Rev. 
Jno. Crosse, the vicar, and by deed dated 3 1st March, 
1797, Mr. Dawson leased the chancel to him with the 
rights and subject to the liabilities of the rector, for 400 
years at a nominal rent. Mr. Crosse covenanted with all 
convenient speed at his own expense to build a gallery in 
the chancel containing either 20 or 30 pews or stalls 
"as shall be thought most advantageous," not indeed for 
the worshippers, but., "for the parties hereto," which pews 
or stalls shall with all convenient speed "be sold for the 
"most money and best price and prices that may be 
"gotten for the same," and any purchase monies exceed-
ing £300 were to be paid to Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. Crosse was a saintly man and highly respected 
vicar. He desired no doubt to increase the sitting accom-
modation of the church, but there is an unpleasant note 
of Mammon about the arrangement which grates upon 
modern ears. 

Here my story ends. To an old lawyer the perusal of 
dusty papers and time-worn documents is not without an 
element of fascination and perhaps even of pathos, 
when he can disentangle the story of a long-forgotten 
arrangement, which, though the country squire, his ex-
pectant heir, creditors, relatives and family lawyers have 
long paid the debt of nature and mouldered into dust, is 
not without some practical bearing upon the titles to 
Bradford land to-day. I must thank Messrs. Vint, Hill 
and Killick, Mr. Jno. Bentley's successors for the 
loan of old papers relating to the Rectory which have 
slumbered in their office for more than a century, and 
must also thank the Editor for information as to the 
Maynard, Buller and Rushout families. It is the function 
of the Bradford Antiquarian Society to preserve from 
oblivion fragments of local history, and therefore this 
account finds a place in the Bradford Antiquary. 
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THE ROMAN ROAD FROM RIBCHES'I1ER 

TO LOW BORROW BRIDGE (NEAR TEBAY), 

THROUGH THE FOREST OF BOLLAND, LONSÐALE, 

AND HOWGILL FELLS. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, A.M.I.C.E. 

(Read before the Braford Historical and Antiquarian Society, 
24th November, 1915). 

tHE earliest references to the road are indefinite. 
Stukeley shows it on a small sketch map in the 
Itinerauium Uuriosum going north from Ri bch ester 

by Overburrow and Orton. Warburton has it on his Map 
of Yorkshire, 1720, going from Ribchester to the west of 
Newton and Slaidburn, thence by the Cross of Greet, 
east of Bentham to Ingleton and Overburrow, and cross-
ing the Lune on nearing Middleton, after which it is not 
marked. He shows a branch from Overburrow to Bain-
bridge and Barnard Castle. At the commencement of 
the road at Ribchester he has a note, "This Roman way 
is continued to Barnard Castle, and from thence goes 
into Scotland by the name of the Devil's Causeway, as 
may be seen on my map of Northumberland." 

Horsley (Britannia Roinana, 1732, p. 454), when deal-
ing with the Maiden Way at Kirkby Thore says, "As for 
the military way from these parts leading towards Over-
burrow and Ribohester I can get no certain information 
of it. I am afraid we have no remains that are sure and 
considerable to guide us here. Every one supposes a 
military way, but nobody traces it out." Again at Rib-
chester, p. 455, he says, "Ribchester is universally con-
fessed, and the evidences are beyond all exception. But 
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for the military way we must still be content to be in the 
dark about it." Roger Gale (Antonini Iter Britanni-
arum, written by his father, Dr. Thomas Gale, 1709), 
shows the road on a diagram. map from Ribchester to 
Overburrow and Kirkby Thore. 
Rauthmel says (The Roman Antiquities of Overburrow, 

1745, second edition, 1824, p. 20), "This Roman way 
begins at the fortress of Ribchester, and runs north over 
Longridge Fell, and discovers itself by being green, when 
the rest of Longridge is heathy and nìorassy on both 
sides the way ; upon which account the inhabitants call 
this the Green Lane. As soon as this military way 
reaches the north summit of Longridge it makes a right 
angle, and runs on to the north side of the hill towards 
the east ; after some length it turns by degrees to the 
north, and then points directly towards Overburrow. 
This military way enters Yorkshire a little below Dow-
ford Bridge, and proceeds in a direct line on the north 
side of Newton and Slaitburn through Crossa Greet. It 
is very apparent on the north side of Tatham Chapel. It 
runs through Bentham towards Overburrow, but the im-
proved country short of Overburrow had eradicated the 
remains of it. Above 300 yards in length of this mili-
tary way, as soon as it enters Yorkshire, was- made 
improved land some years ago. The first time it was 
plowed, a causeway of seven yards broad was uncovered. 
I was present on the place, and an eye witness, so had an 
opportunity of observing in what manner the wise Romans 
made their public roads." The part which he here saw 
ploughed up is north of the river Hodder, below Doeford 
bridge. He was not aware that it went over Botton 
Head Fell, and was unacquainted with it north of Knott 
Hill or perhaps Hill House. The finest remains of the 
road, near Collinholme, and within two miles of Over-
burrow, he appears to have been ignorant of. He was 
the first to discover the road between Ribchester and 
Croasdale, and near Tatham Chapel at Knott Hill. 

Dr. Whitaker, in the Histcry of Whalley, describes 
the road as going by the Cross of Greet. The editor of 
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the second edition of Rauthmel's Overburrow (p. 133), 
was the first to show that the road went by Botton 
Head Fell, Whiteray, Ivah, and Lowgill. Between Hill 
House and the Greta he could find no trace, but suggests 
that it crossed the river Wenning about 100 yards below 
Bentham Church. He describes the road north of the 
river Greta to where the Lancashire and Westmorland 
boundary crosses Wandles lane. After that he says (p. 
136), "Beyond this point neither our own eyes nor the 
tongue of tradition has hitherto been able to lead us to 
any further discovery." 

There is no indication of the road on Jeffery's map, 
1771, Greenwood's, 1817, nor Teesdale's, 1828. Tuke's 
map, 1771, has a diagram of Roman roads in one corner, 
where the road is shown by one straight line from Rib-
chester to Overburrow, and crossing the river Lune near 
Casterton. Newton's map, 1847, shows the road incorrect 
as far as Low Fell end at Croasdale, then by a nearly 
straight line over Botton Head Fell to Overburrow. 
John Just, of the Grammar School, Bury (Lancashire 

and Cheshire Historic Society's Transactions, Vol. I., pp. 
68-76) 1849), surveyed the road from Ribchester over 
Longridge, Browsholme Heights, Low Fell end, Hornby 
Road, Botton Head Fell, Swans, Ivah, Lowgill, Tatham 
Chapel, to Hill House,where he made a bend to the right 
to Low Bentham Bridge, thence by Borrans Barn to near 
Old Wennington, and northwards to the Lancashire 
boundary at Wandles Barn. He mentions the tradition 
of a bridge across the river Greta at a quarter of a mile 
up stream from the straight line. 

C. Nicholson, (Annals of Kendal, second edition, 1861, 
p. 382), suggests the Fell Side road by Carlingill on the 
east side of the river Lune and crossing the river Rawthay 
opposite Sed berg. 

B. T. Fergusson (History of Westmorland, 1894, p. 33), 
takes the road from Casterton by Barbon and Grin-ieshill 
crossing the river Lune near its junction with the 
Rawthay, thence by the west side of the valley over the 
Hause on the line of the modern road to Low Borrow 
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Bridge, thence by a bridge across the Borrow where he 
says the abutment still remains, it proceeds by Tebay, 
Crosby Ravensworth Fell and Wicker Street to Kirkby 
Thore. 

J. S. Slinger (Lanc. and Ches. Antiq. Society's Trans-
actions, 1894, vol. 12, p. 122), advocated a line bending to 
the left at Hill House, straight for the Ridding, because 
the river Wenning is not fordable above this line to Ben-
tham Bridge. He says the land being well cultivated 
there was not much prospect of finding any remains. 
Wm. Harrison (Arch(eological Survey of Lancashire, 

with map, 1896), on his map shews the road crossing the 
Wenning close to Low Bentham and the Lune, twice 
near Middleton and again opposite Low Gill railway 
junction. He also deals with the road again between 
Ribchester and the Westmorland boundary (vol. 31, pp. 
6987 1913), discussing the reasons for modern diver-
sions, where it has been adopted and discarded, and the 
gradients. 
Thomas Codrington (Roman Roads in Britain, 1903, 

pp. 121-124), devotes four pages to a description of the 
road and discusses the 10th iter in connection with this 
road in two pages. He considers the line passed about 
a mile west of Low Bentham and that Borrans Lane 
from Barbon to Middleton was the line of the road. He 
also adopts the Fell Side road by Howgill and Carlingill 
to Low Borrow Bridge. 
The above is briefly what has been written by the 

chief authorities on the exploration of this road. 
A straight and narrow road, known as Water Street 

as far as the Blackburn highway crossing, then beyond 
as Stony Gate Lane, evidently the Roman Road leading 
north from Ribchester, is directly in line with the 
north gate of Ribchester Fort and passing in front of the 
"White Bull" hotel goes in a north by east direction for 
half-a-mile to Cherry Gate. Here it bends in a north by 
west direction, and after 350 yards straight, bends back 
to the original north by east course, and after a straight 
run of 150 yards it joins near Ogdenis the line of the 
Roman Road from Manchester to Longridge. 
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A few yards beyond the "White Bull" the highway 
from Ribchester Bridge joins on the right, and it appears 
to be the place, where the Roman Road from York has 
joined it, from the ford opposite Little Town. It is in a 
straight line with that part of the highway which lies 
between Little Town near the ford and Crook's cottage. 
The Manchester to Longridge Roman Road intersects the 
Ribchester to York road at Crook's cottage and passes 
between Stidd Lodge and the Alms HouEes. A little 
further on it is 80 yards to the west of Stidd little church, 
eventually joined, as I have said, by the road going north 
from Ribchester. I could find no trace of the Man-
chester to Longridge Road between this junction and the 
Ribble. 
Whether the Roman Road which went in front of the 
White Bull" proceeded forward in a straight line past 

Cherry Gate into the Manchester and Longridge road, or 
took the present course of the road which joins higher up, 
it is now difficult to ascertain. Perhaps by some chance 
discovery in the future it may be revealed. Nothing on 
the ground is now visible to indicate the true course, 
except, perhaps, that the road leaving Cherry Gate is in 
two straight lengths up to the junction. The first por-
tion is parallel with the Manchester and Longridge line 
and on higher ground, rising gently throughout.. Had 
it joined opposite Cherry Gate it would have taken 
a downhill course to the Longridge line which at this 
part is at a much lower level. 

Returning now to our Roman road to Low Borrow 
Bridge, from the junction of the Roman roads, the lane, 
now called Stoný Gate lane, takes a straight course for 
half-a-mile to Cock Houses aiming for Longridge. Re-
inaiiis of the Roman road can be seen in the fields on the 
left, where there are houses, built on the track of the road. 
At Cock Houses Stony Gate lane turns to the left, but 
the Roman road goes straight forward through the fields 
for half-a-mile to the four lane ends at the Hall's Arms 
Inn. Fences follow the line part of the way, then no 
trace is seen until one comes to the last field in front of 

R 
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the "Hall's Arms," where the ridge is seen exactly in line. 
The road intersects the four lane ends diagonally, also the 
large field beyond, where the ridge is still very conspicu-
ous up to the lane leading to Moor Hey farm. The 
farmer at Moor- Hey whom I could hear talking loudly 
to another person on my approach, came to me and said, 
"What are ya seeking ?" I ventured to tell him it was 
a Roman road I was looking for. He replied, ' Ah teld 
him so; ah knew ya wor when ah saw ya out top o ' 

Longridge an' comin' dahn yon wall side." He showed 
me where the ridge of the road was, and allowed me to 
follow it through his fields. For the next half-mile no 
trace is observable, then from a catch-water weir on the 
Cowley brook beyond the Longridge to Hurst Green high-
way, it lies visible across rough pasture and moor land for 
a half-mile to Jeffry Hill on the summit of Longridge at 
900 ft. o.d., where it makes a bend of 55 degrees to the 
right. The track of it can now be seen by portions of high-
way at different places in a straight line for five miles to 
Browsholme Heights plantation, across the valley of the 
river Hodder. It is a great sight to see white stretches 
of road in a perfect line, extending across a regular 
hollow for miles, and to know that one is looking at the 
undoubted handiwork of the pioneers of civilisation in 
this island. One is led to wonder how much of the 
evolution of this country was due to that and similar 
roads in England. 

In about 100 yards after the bend at JeffryHill the 
road leaves the heathery summit and crosses the lane 
leading from Longridge to the north side of the Fell. 
The direction of the road is N.E. by N. ; it goes down 
hill and transversely across the northern slope of the 
Fell. For a distance of three-quarters of a mile the 
ditch on the right hand or upper side has been deepened 
and widened by rainstorms and helped by packhorses so 
that the track of the road is now defined by a deep, 
hollow trench and watercourse to the left of Longridge 
lane. The latter crosses over to the left to Woodstraw 
House, and our road then passes on the right side of 

o 
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Brook House, and after crossing a field where there are 
no traces it crosses the highway leading to Higher 
Hodder Bridge. For three-quarters of a mile across 
fields and Bradley Hall plantation there is not much 
trace, except where it is crossed by a footpath from 
Bradley Hall ; here there is seen a slight ridge. At a 
bridle gate opposite Elliots the line is taken up by fences 
and the road terrace can be seen on the left until the 
highway to Chipping takes up the line for 80 yards to 
Brook Wood barn, which is partly built on it. It is then 
occupied by a farm lane., after which it crosses a field and 
enters another one where the pavement can be seen and 
the ridge from the barn is conspicuous. We are now in 
the field on the banks of the Hodder, and the track of 
the road, on account of the steepness of the terrain, 
makes a corkscrew bend first to the right then to the 
left, crossing the straight line, and enters the corner of 
Brook Wood plantation, passing through it for a few 
yards to where the Hodder is fordable. The road is 
easily traced to this ford ; it is partly banked up on one 
side ; nearer the river it is a hollow track. The straight 
line of the road leads to the river, where a bridge would 
have been necessary, as the water is deep, with a very 
steep bank on the far side. 

After crossing the river a track is seen to the right 
through a dense plantation leading to the line of the 
road on the top of the river bank, about 250 yards from 
the river, and about 80 feet above it. The level at the 
river is 275 feet above o.d. Here we take leave of Lan-
cashire and enter Yorkshire. 
Rauthmel says (The Roman Antiquities of Overborough, 

2nd edition, page 21), " Above 300 yards in length of 
this military way, as soon as it enters Yorkshire, was 
made improved land some years ago. The first time it 
was plowed, a causeway of seven yards broad was un-
covered. I was present on the place, and an eye-witness, 
so had an opportunity of observing in what manner the 
wise Romans made their public roads," and he proceeds 
to describe the foundation of the road, remains of which 

R  
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are still evident. A stream lies to the right. The road 
surface had evidently been stripped of the smaller stones, 
and the ridge lowered before he knew it, so that his 
measurement of the road is the foundation width, and 
not the road surface width, which was 16 feet, as can be 
measured where one finds it undisturbed in other places. 
Lees Lane highway now takes up the line of the road 
for a little over a mile to a point beyond Higher Lees, 
where the lane turns to the right for Browsholme and 
Chtheroe. Remains of the road continue as a ridge on 
the right of a stream to Crane 'Wood House, where there 
is a ford across the stream at the very place where it was 
forded by the Romans. Thence for 550 yards to where 
it crosses the highway from Clitheroe to Lancaster via 
Trough of Bolland, it is seen as a rough track dilapidated 
by nature, in some parts cut across by water, and in 
others nearly entire. It is fenced off on the right up the 
first field, and on the left in the next field. It has been 
too difficult a piece to bring into cultivation. Brows-
holme Hall is about three-quarters of a mile to the right. 
It is the homd of Col. John Parker, C.B., F S A., Presi-
dent of the Yorkshire Archæological Society, and Chair-
man of the Roman Antiquities Committee for Yorkshire. 
The road hereabouts for a considerable distance passes 
through his property. 
The line of road is again taken up by a highway lead-

ing to Newton and Slaidburn for about 700 yards as far 
as Wilson's farm. The highway then deviates a little to 
the right, but still runs parallel with the Roman road, 
which can be traced in the field by a slight ridge on the 
left which is especially prominent where it crosses the 
farm road at Bateson's a few yards from the highway. 
It then continues in the field behind Bateson's, with the 
highway close to the right of it, for about 200 yards, 
when the latter leaves it for good. Going straight 
forwards in perfection, though grass-grown, for 'another 
200 yards, it strikes the west corner of Browsholme 
Heights plantation at 930 feet o.d. Looking southwards 
when the sun is shining on the white limestone highways 



RIBOHESTER TO LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 251 

which mark the Roman road to the top of Longridge 
Fell, the straightness of the Roman road is very marked. 

There is a bend on Browsholrne Heights of 200 to the 
left, making the direction of N. by E. for a distance 
of 5 miles to Low Fell, a prominent termination at the 
north end of the long escarpment of Burn Fell at the 
entrance of Croasdale, and 900 feet above o.d. Low Fell 
is seen from Longridge Fell ; a straight line between 
them would have taken the road over the summit of 
several high limestone knolls, nearly equalling the height 
of the road at each end, hence the diversion by Brows-
holme Heights. No part of the Roman road commencing 
at Browsholme Heights is occupied by modern roads or 
accompanied by fences ; it takes a diagonal direction 
across the fields and geographical features of the country. 
The first quarter of a mile is through rough pasture land 
where surface quarrying has disturbed the ground and 
made it difficult to find remains. It then passes Crimpton 
farmhouse by the garden wall on the east side, and next 
crosses Birket Fell common, west of Marl Hill House. 
From Crimpton the track of the road after crossing 
Crimpton brook can be seen on the common by a green 
line caused by the growth of brackens on the road in 
place of the brown heather for a distance of 1100 yards. 
On passing over the line of the road it will be found as a 
ridge about 2 feet high and 16 feet wide at the top. 
Leaving the common it enters a pasture where it has 
swerved to the right to avoid Birket brook with high 
wooded banks. To cross a deep gully here which 
separates it from the next field the sides of the gully 
have been cut away in solid rock to make a looped track 
so as easily to negotiate the stream. The gully is well 
timbered, and remains of the road appear to be almost in 
the state they were left by the makers. The stream 
where this is to be seen rises near Crag House and flows 
N. W. to Birket brook at Birket wood. After leaving 
the gully all traces of the road have been removed or are 
grown over and nothing is visible, but on both sides of 
Riddle Clough, opposite Higher and Lower Birket, the 
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ridge can be seen cut up into irregular ground by storm 
waters from the hill side. It now crosses Knowirnere 
Manor Park and comes to the Hodder a second time, 
where it was forded at 400 feet o.d., near a limekiln and 
fish weir. The corkscrew approach on the opposite bank 
is seen first to the left, then to the right, emerging on 
the right of a clump of trees. The line continues over 
level ground through the park and on the right of Knoll 
wood. It then crosses the highway which was formerly 
a footpath, and 100 yards further an older highway near 
a ford across Heaning brook. After the next field it 
passes to the right of Heaning and through Dan Clough 
plantation to Gamble Hole. From Riddle Clough to 
Heaning the road would be found if excavated for in 
the low lying lands of the park on both sides of the 
fodder, the thick growth of vegetation in wet ground 
before the period of draining and cultivation having 
buried it. 

Dr. Whitaker (History of Richmonclshire, Vol. IT., p. 
267), after quoting Rauthmel says, "This account has 
lately been confirmed by laying open another portion of 
the same road, about 80 yards in length, on the estate of 
Knolmere, which led to an observation neglected by 
Rauthrnel, namely, that the pavement had no marks of 
wheels, and consequently that no carriages had ever been 
used upon it." At Gamble Hole the line passes close to 
the left side of the barn, and the ridge can be seen in 
the field opposite, and in the next two fields beyond. It 
then crosses Back Lane leading to Newton, at some thorn 
trees, and continues visible over two fields to a summit 
of 750 feet o.d. It is distinct across the corner of the 
next field and can be traced in the next two large fields 
until it comes to Eller Beck, 640 feet o.d. The road 
crosses the beck where Back Lane re-crosses the line of 
road, and the beck by a bridge, formerly a ford. A 
concreted catch-water tank is on the line of road at the 
beck, and the ridge is seen as far as the next field fence. 
Beyond, over high ground, 680 feet o.d., on the left of 
Lathams, and down to Davison beck, near Burnside, and 
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over some more high ground, 750 feet o.d., to Dunsop 
beck, a distance of a mile, cultivation has obliterated it. 

From Dunsop beck to the Hornby Road junction on the 
side of Low Fell, a distance of 1050 yards, the road 
platform is visible throughout, slightly raised. Across 
the first two fields the left-hand ditch forms a water-
course ; it goes through another field and then crosses 
the Hornby road from Slaidburn at the upper end of a 
roadside plantation situated on the farther side of the 
highway. The ridge crosses diagonally the next two 
fields and the left-hand corner of the next field to a gate 
in the middle of the fence on the left, after which it is 
oil the moorland, and the ridge is seen passing under the 
hillside embankment of the Hornby road a few yards 
further. It is a regular rise from Dunsop beck to this 
point of about 250 feet To the right is a rapid fall of 
250 feet to the Croasdale beck. The road runs along the 
Fell side at the entrance to Croasdale, and the different 
landmarks on the line of road looking backwards are all 
seen in one straight line to Browsholme Heights planta-
tion, which is a prominent landmark oil the horizon. 
A change in direction of 63° to the left now takes 

place, which makes the line point north-west by west. The 
road proceeds on the south side of Croasdale, continually 
rising for 21 miles to 1360 feet o d, and then continues 
on the north side of Whitendale for 1 miles, following 
a contour line on the south-western slope of Botton 
Head Fell to the Lancashire and Yorkshire boundary. 
This is represented on the ground by an iron fence and 
gate through which the modern road, now thickly grown 
over with long wire grass, continues to Hornby. The 
road throughout is known as the Hornby road, and is 
very little used except to a shooting cabin on Baxton Fell 
end. The Roman road portion is nearly straight except 
where the spur of Baxton Fell end pushes the road out 
on the right to a hair pin bend on the edge of the spur 
at 1133 feet o.d. To have kept a straight line the 
gradient in part would have been I in 3, and the spur 
crossed at a point 150 feet higher. 
The road leaves Yorkshire at the bend which takes 
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place exactly at the iron gate on the boundary fence on 
the watershed line. The part of Yorkshire passed through 
from the river Hodder near Doeford bridge is wholly in 
the Forest of Bowland, and possesses scenery of every 
variety, from woodland vistas on the banks of the 
Hodder, to the wildest of moorland scenes on the Hornby 
road. This bend is to the right, .and 600 in extent, 
making the line of road again north by east over the 
western shoulder of Botton Head Fell. The road has 
commenced to bend to the right about 250 yards before 
coming to the actual convergence of the two straight 
lines of Roman road at the iron gate, as can be seen by 
the continuation of the Hornby road branching away 
some little distance after the original Roman road had 
commenced to turn to the right 

In less than a quarter of a mile the line attains its 
highest elevation, 1460 feet o.d., on the shoulder of Botton 
Head Fell, and hereabouts the road has fallen in with the 
straight line in the new direction, as a little farther on, 
about 150 yards, are the remains of the road ridge. Ex-
tensive views from the summit towards the north are seen, 
including Ingleborough, Whernside, and up Lonsdale to 
the Howgill Fells. The road is straight from the iron 
gate to the next bend which is at Whiteray beck, 2 
miles. Some 600 yards from the summit, the ridge re-
appears, showing a growth of brackens, and for three-
quarters of a mile it goes down a regular slope of 1 in 7 
called Round Hill, a spur, with Ridge Clough 250 yards 
on the left and Dale Beck on the right. Towards the 
lower end the right hand ditch has been widened into a 
watercourse. At a mile and a half it has crossed the 
Dale beck, probably with a corkscrew bend, the stream 
having varied its course through time, has cut into the 
opposite elevated bank and bared a section of the road 
on the bank top, 700 ft. o.d. The ridge is then seen for 
three-quarters of a mile across rough pastures near Dick-
son's and Botton Head farms. About 600 yards before 
coming to Whiteray beck is a culvert outlet, undisturbed, 
still conveying water from the upper side ditch. There 



RIBCHESTER tÕ LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 255 

is a bend in the line of road 200 yards before coming to 
the Whiteray beck of 23° to the left, altering the direc-
tion to north by west for 3 miles to the high ground at 
Hill House. 'I'h south side of the Whiteray beck is a 
cliff 80 feet in height, the other side is gently sloping 
ground. The road could not cross here in a straight 
line, but 200 yards higher up, the crossing occurs, 
approached by a footpath down the lowering slopes of 
the cliff, at the confluence of the Whiteray and Middle 
Gill becks. The road is traceable oil the further side, 
back to the straight line agaili, and soon becomes very 
evident opposite Swans farm. At a streamlet from the 
farm the ridge has been cut up by storm floods into 
hillocks three and four feet high. 
The hard surface of the road continues over two fields 

with a fence on the right, when the fence gradually 
changes to the left baud side, and the remains become 
more visible until it crosses a highway leading to Ivah at 
Holmhurst beck. The highway crosses the beck by a 
bridge on the right, and the hollow way of the Roman 
road is seen leading down to the beck which it crosses to 
the left of the bridge, nearly underneath, and climbs up 
the other side amongst some trees into the field. It con-
tinues on the left of the highway to a barn, which is 
built on it ; a fence lies on its left for a few yards until 
it passes through the farmyard at Ivah, 600 ft. o.d., and 
follows a fence curving to the right to where it crosses 
Bull Gill. The road then curves back again to the 
straight line, and after going through a field, a fence 
takes up the line, and soon one finds two barns a little 
distance apart which are built on the road. It then runs 
into the highway from Ivah at Lowgill, and the "Rose 
and Crown " inn is built on it. 

Lowgill Lane takes up the line of road for 600 yards 
then turns to the right towards Tatham Forest church, 
but the line of Roman road, continued across a field, leads 
to a hollow track which bends to the right in the next 
field, and then turns to the left and crosses the Crossdale 
beck near the hue of road, 400 ft. o.d. Remains of the 
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road are seen in the next field where another culvert is 
seen in situ nearly obscured. It crosses the highway again 
beyond Forest church, and in the second field, a rough 
pasture at Knott Hill, the low ridge of road is seen un-
disturbed. It is next visible 300 yards further on, where 
a hollow way takes it across a dry little valley at the 
top end of Swine Knott plantation which occupies the 
valley on the left. The line proceeds over two fields 
rising steeply to Lower Stock Bridge barn, which is built 
on the road at 575 ft o.d. From here the line of the 
road can be seen southwards to the shoulder of Botton 
Head Fell, and northwards to the Hill House bend. In 
the field beyond the barn the rough ridge of the road 
runs through the middle of it to a point where two roads 
on the right join the highway from the left.* The high-
way is then superimposed upon the Roman road for a 
distance of 250 yards until it turns to the left at Speri 
Brow, and the line of road continues into the field oppo-
site, and soon crosses the Spen Gill, 460 ft. o.d. From 
thence it has a fence on the right, and remains of the road 
appear in the field. A high hedge camb continues with 
the road for about 400 yards, made up chiefly of the 
stones taken from the road, and in some places the road 
material has not been entirely gathered up from the field, 
but projects from underneath the fence. We are now on 
the high ground at Hill House, 525 ft. o.d., where the 
road takes a new direction. 
The altered course is 110 to the left, pointing to Robert 

Hall, a half-mile west of Old Bentham church. It passes 
to the right of the Green, and Hunter's barn at Four Lane 
Ends, then through Herring Head wood, and skirting 
the left side of Crow wood it passes between Robert Hall 
on the left and the barn on the right, straight to an old 

I talked with the farmer of this field who had just gathered his hay from it 
and was stacking it in the barn. He said it would be a nice field if it was not 
spoiled by that rough ridge running through the middle of it ; he did not know 
what it was there for. He was astonished when I told him it was the remains of a 
Roman road in a straight line from lull House to Whiteray beck. We could see 
the highway at Lowgill, which I pointed out to him was part of the straight line 
aiming for where we stood at the barn. He studied a little, and then remarked 
that lie had never heard of it before. 
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lane which leads down to the river Wenning, where there 
is an old ford not now in use. A hollow track lies on 
the right of the lane, and on the left as it gets near to 
the river, a raised track is seen, which terminates at the 
river bank in something like an abutment for a bridge. 
It looks as if there had been a bridge as well as a ford. 
Oil the opposite bank, which is now in Yorkshire again, a 
short road connects with the highway, which, after passing 
under the Midland Railway at Holmes, takes up the line 
of the road for 200 yards. There is a bend at Robert 
Hall to the right of 17°, which makes the direction north 
by west. The highway then turns to the left, and the 
straight line of the road passes on the right of CC The 
Riddings" and over the top of Bull Common. Then 
crossing the highway from Ingleton to Wennington on 
the right of Ravens Close wood, in about 150 yards it 
enters Lancashire again on the left of Gill farm. Run-
ning near the boundary it crosses the Melling road and 
comes to Old Wennington, where slight traces of the 
ridge appear in the paddock behind, and in the next field. 
Passing through two more fields the line arrives at the 
top of the sloping wooded banks of the river Greta, 280 
ft. o.d. ; the river is 120 feet below. The Roman road 
appears as a sloping track, very evident, and found easily, 
leading down the banks inclined to the left, until it comes 
to the river edge, where it terminates at a level platform 
suitable for making a bridge from. This is evidently the 
remains of an abutment. There is also a sloping way 
into the river near it, so that the river could be forded 
if desired. The bed of the river is of flat bedded strata on 
the south side, changing to shingle on the north. A faint 
track bending away to the right through the wood is to 
be seen on the other side of the river, up the high bank 
and into the field on the top, 275 o.d. The place where 
the river has been forded and bridged is about 150 yards 
below the straight line of the road across the river. 

In the first two fields, following on, the road has been 
cleared, then a fence for 70 yards takes up the line, and 
the platform of the road is visible, then over two more 
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fields the road has been cleared, and in the next field a 
row of trees indicates the road line It then crosses the 
Lancaster road from Burton- in-Lousdale at a point a 
quarter of a mile west of the "Half-way House." After 
crossing the Cantsßeld beck it mounts a hill and passes 
to the right of Sellet barn, where there is a slight change 
in direction to nearly due north, then a fence takes up 
the line for 70 yards opposite Scaleber, and at Longriggs 
barn, on the top of another hill, a lane occupies the line 
for 120 yards. The remains now become very distinct 
in a straight line for several miles to near Casterton. 
The lane turns to the right to Collinholme, and the 
Roman road, with a plantation on the left visible for a 
long distance, proceeds down hill very little disturbed 
it then crosses a small stream and for a quarter of a mile 
across the next two fields the ridge is very distinct, 
although it has been ploughed over and rounded off. It 
now crosses the Cant beck, and as the ridge is high on 
both sides there has evidently been a bridge. For 
another quarter of a mile across swampy ground opposite 
Collinholme, the ridge is nearly perfect, 16 feet wide at 
the top, and about three feet high ; a fence wall runs on 
the left and partly on it. The wet nature of the ground 
has necessitated a higher ridge here than usual, and is 
also the reason for its not having been cultivated, thus 
the road has been left to the more slowly destroying 
processes of nature. It now mounts and goes over the 
right-hand side of Scaleber Knoll, and affords a good in-
stance of scarping and embanking. To the right is 
Cocklemire wood. The road is fenced on both sides and 
forms a narrow lane for half a mile to near Overton. 
Here the lane divides; the left-hand branch turns into 
Overton, and the right-hand branch goes to Cowan 
bridge. The road now skirts the right-hand side of a 
plantation for 200 yards, where the stones of the road 
are again visible, and in about 100 yards more, through 
gardens, it crossed the Leek beck by a ford. One mile 
to the west of the ford at Leck beck, is Overburrow Hall, 
the site of a Roman station, about 29 statute miles from 
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Ribchester. Between the plantation and the gardens, 
before crossing the beck, a narrow lane probably marks 
the commencement of the branch Roman road to the 
station. The line then crosses three fields without any 
trace for 300 yards to where it joins a lane at High Gate 
which leads one in a straight line for two miles to Cas-
terton. For the first 200 yards it is a narrow lane, then 
for a quarter of a mile it is occupied as the highway to 
Kirby Lonsdale and Kendal. Where this turns off to 
the left, it crosses by an over-railway bridge the Ingle-
ton and Lowgill Junction Railway at Kirby Lonsdale 
station. It is known as the "Long Level" for a quarter 
of a mile on either side of the station, and from the 
station it is also known as Wandles Lane as far as 
Casterton. In the second field on the right, close to the 
fence, the road platform is seen where a watercouse 
occupies the further ditch, and in the next field the 
right-hand fence of the lane stands on part of the road, 
and is of the extraordinary thickness of three feet, 
being built with the stone taken up in clearing the road 
from the field. We are now at Gawrey farm, the house 
on the left side of the lane, and the barn on the right, 
called Wandle barn, is built on the road. 
The road, now half a mile from the railway station, 

leaves Lancashire and enters Westmorland. As no 
traces of the road exist on either side of the lane 
beyond, this lane occupies the site of road. Opposite 
Casterton it passes over a long knoll at 400 feet o.d., 
and from the summit, looking backwards, the whole 
course of country through which the road runs, can be 
seen as far as Botton Head Fell. At Gate Heads, a 
lane from Casterton to the moors by Fell Yeat is' 
crossed, and in nearly half a mile further the straight 
lane terminates and divides, the left-hand way leading to 
Casterton. I am not aware that any remains, indicating 
a Roman fort or station, have ever been found at Cas-
terton. Casterton is the only name between Ribchester 
and Low Borrow Bridge to be met with, indicatinŒ 
Roman occupation. 
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The road over the next four fields opposite the lane 
end has been destroyed by cultivation, in the fifth and 
sixth the ridge appears, rather broken up. Then it 
crosses Bents Lane and two fields without remains, and 
mounts up a hill to an old "standing stone." This 
stone has a cross on it which occupies all the western 
face, and is picked out in bold relief. The road passes 
close to the right of this stone, and remains of the ridge 
can be seen in the plantation which it here enters. On 
leaving the plantation the line of road is marked by two 
large trees across the next field. The line passes behind 
Whelprigg carriage drive lodge near the railway, and 
soon crosses the railway where a lane to Barbon takes 
up the straight line of the road on elevated ground for 
about 300 yards when it begins to go down hill and 
swerves to the left. If two fields are crossed here, at 
the bottom of the hill, instead of following the lane 
which bends to the right, then Stonedross lane, a line of 
fences and a watercourse will be found which leads to 
Hodge Bridge, where the main highway crosses the 
Barbon beck. The highway then takes up the line for a 
mile, when it makes a diversion on the right to round a 
hill 340 ft. o.d., over the shoulder of which the Roman 
road has taken. It coincides with the highway again 
for a quarter of a mile. At a milestone, six miles 
to Sedbergh, and near the vicarage, there is another 
diversion of the highway to the right, the line of the 
road going over the high ground on the left. 
Here it passes the Roman milestone, dug up in 1836 

and re-erected not far from where it was found. The 
milestone is of the usual cylindrical shape, with the in-
scription "MY. LIII.," and there does not appear to 
have been any other letters on it. Dr. Lmgard, the his-
torian, who was a Roman Catholic priest at Hornby, 
composed the inscription commemorating the restoration 
which was cut on the stone below the original. The 
added inscription is, " Solo ervtvm, restitvit, G-vl. 
Moore, A.D. MDCCCXXXVI," in four lines indicated by 
commas. It stands amongst about a half a dozen trees 
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• on the left of the highway, .300 yards before one reaches 
Middleton church. The line passes behind the church, 
and in 100 yards it joins the highway in a straight irne 
which continues for 500 yards to Low Stockdale bridge, 
passing Grimes Hill and the Swan Inn on the left. It 
then makes a turn to the right of 18° and proceeds in a 
straight line for a distance of 2- miles. The first quarter 
of a mile coincides with the highway to the crossing of 
the Middleton Hall beck, it then goes forward with a 
fence on the left and afterwards on the right of it, crosses 
the railway, and is joined by the highway again. It 
passes by Middleton railway station and Middleton 
Head. Opposite Fell Side the highway turns to the 
left, and a narrow lane, called Jordan lane, takes up the 
line for a mile, after which the line crosses the railway 
and three fields, the track being seen in the second field. 
On elevated ground overlooking the river Rawthey, a 
track is seen turning to the left and passing by the farm 
buildings at Holme, leads along a fence bending to the 
right to an easily fordable place on the river Rawthey, 
just below Lords Dub, where the river makes a bend. 
Holme ford is 300 yards lower down the river. 

There is beautiful scenery on the river Rawthey here-
abouts. Lords Dub is deep, and the river falls into it 
after running between the upturned edges of the strata, 
and the boulders and pebbles scoured out of the dub in 
flood times have made an island and shallow place in the 
river which the Romans utilised as a ford. Ingmire Back 
Lane, on the right of Ingmire Hall, takes the line of 
road forward, and crossing the Kendal road and the 
fields for three quarters of a mile, it joins the old road 
from Sedbergh at a junction with a lane from the left 
called Slacks lane, 582 ft. o.d., on the western flank of 
Howgill Fells, near the farm called "Height of Winder." 
From the Height of Winder, a fell-side lane called 
IHIowgi1l lane takes up the line in a straight direction, 
north by west, for four miles to Carlingill, the boundary 
of Yorkshire and Westmorland. This is evidently the 
Roman road which has continued in use to the present 
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day. It has been skilfully laid out to get a straight line 
on the irregular fell-side, being embanked on the lower 
and scarped on its upper side. The road now passes by 
Howgill church, where it crosses the beck (450 ft. o.d.) 
by a zigzag track and proceeds by Gate Side (600 ft. o.d.) 
and Gate House to Fair Mile Gate (637 ft. o.d.), a dis-
tance of three miles. It here bends up the Fair Mile 
beck to a crossing, and then returns and resumes the 
straight direction. The next mile to Carlingill beck is 
known as the Fair Mile Road, and attains a height of 
700 ft. o.d. It is more than a statute mile, but agrees 
with the old computed mile. The old milestones on 
this road do not give the distances in statute miles, they 
are about one-third longer. The Fair Mile road is un-
fenced, and dangerous for traffic at night. It is a fine 
stretch of road to travel over in the daytime, and well 
displays the skill of Roman engineers who made it. 
Just at the place where the road bends up the Carlingill 
beck for a ford a large tumulus is on the left, known as 
Gibbet Hill. On account of the precipitous side of the 
gill the road is diverted for 100 yards up stream before 
the latter can be crossed (566 ft. o.d.). It then returns 
on the other side of the beck to opposite Gibbet Hill, 
where it takes up the line and passes by Low Carlingill 
farmhouse, taking a slightly more westerly direction on 
the sloping side of Blease Fell. It aims straight for 
the Roman fort at Low Borrow Bridge, a mile and a 
half distant. Half-way on the slopes of Blease Fell, 
the results of a cloud-burst 50 or 60 years ago appear as 
if of recent occurrence. A plantation on the fell-side 
was destroyed, and the ground covered with large stones 
and other debris, fan-shape, for about a quarter of a 
mile. The most casual observer cannot help noticing 
it. A quarter of a mile from the fort the road crosses 
the river Lune for the first time at Salterwath Bridge 
(493 ft. o.d.). Formerly the river was forded, as the 
name denotes. The road approaches the fort at the 
south-east corner, where it is joined on the left by the 
highway from Kirkby Lonsdale, over the Hause. The 
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road then passed the fort parallel with the east side; it 
did not go through the fort but ran outside the eastern 
rampart to Low Borrow beck, which it crossed by a ford 
on the lower side, and close up to the present bridge 
(500 ft. o.d.). A pack-horse track between the road and 
the river Lune can be seen making for the same place. 
A close search revealed no remains of the bridge reported 
by former archæologists. Above the existing bridge is 
a suitable place for a bridge, and if there was one it was 
for an alternative crossing in times of heavy flood. The 
old ford was quite sufficient for the ordinary flow of 
water, and is in the line of the road. 
The sides of the fort face the cardinal points, the 

longest being north and south. The dimensions are 
about 150 yards by 120 yards, and extensive remains of 
the walls are to be seen especially on the west side. The 
interior stands up three feet at least above the surround-
ing fields, on the north, south, and east sides. All the 
four gateways can be located, and the thresholds of the 
west and east gates are visible. A supposed pivot hole 
is the hole left by a disintegrated nodule on a large 
stone which is not the threshold. 1 saw no appearances 
within of wall foundations; perhaps the buildings were 
of wood. It is close to the east of the railway line, and 
can be very well seen from the railway carriage window. 
The fort (535 ft. o.d.) is 17 miles from Over Burrow, and 
16 miles from Kirkby Thore. 
The direction of the road north of Casterton has long 

been in doubt. Warburton, on his map of Yorkshire, 
1720, shows the road as crossing the Lune below the 
junction of the Rawthay, consequently it would have 
followed the western side of the river Lune to Low 
Borrow Bridge, and subsequent writers have followed 
this misleading direction. Cornelius Nicholson (History 
of Kendal, 2nd edition, 1861, p. 381) suggested the east 
side of the river by the fell route as described above. It 
has also been considered that the old lane through 
Barbon, Borrowens and Applegarth on the east side of 
the Lune valley was the line of the road supposed to 
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have crossed the Lune below the Rawthay. The line of 
road which decides the route is the long length of 
straight road from Grimes Hill towards the river Raw-
thay, a distance of 2- miles N.N.E. in the direction of 
the Nab of llowgill Fells, and aiming for the Rawthay 
instead of the Lune. The southern direction, S.S.W., 
also passes beyond the point where the Barbon lane line 
intersects and takes the route on to the main highway 
track by the Roman milliary and lodge Bridge, 600 
yards west of Barbon, and to the line of fences leading 
to the straight continuation of Wandles lane. 
My survey of this road has been done in portions at 

different dates during the last six years. The first 
portion was from Low Borrow Bridge to Ingmire Hall, 
near the river Rawthay, on the 16th of August, 191.0, 
then from Kirkby Lonsdale station to Ingmire Hall on 
the 1st of July, 1911. From Kirkby Lonsdale station 
to the river Wenning on the 14th of June, 1913. From 
the river Wenning to Hill House on the 12th of July, 
1913. From Hill House through Lowgill to the Swans 
farm on the 29th July, 1914. From Lowgill, by Swans 
farm, Botton Head Fell, Hornby Road, Croasdale, Bow-
land Forest, and Longridge to Ribchester on the 19th, 
20th, 21st and 22nd August, 1914, and from Kirkby 
Lonsdale station to Ingrùire Hall a second time Qfl the 
24th of May, 1915. 
I have followed the line of the road throughout from 

field to field with the aid of the six-inch ordnance map. 
I have forded the rivers Hodder, the Greta and the 
Rawthay on the line of the road. On Birket Fell Moor 
and on Botton Head Fell I have walked amongst heather 
and bracken as high as the shoulders, and several times 
I fell off the side of the road with my feet entangled in 
heather. For nearly a mile up the western spur of 
Botton Head Fell the gradient of the road is 1 in 7, and 
mostly covered with thick heather and bracken. 

In order to follow the road and this report correctly, it 
is necessary to refer to the one-inch to a mile ordnance 
map. I made use of the six-inch ordnance quarter-sheet 
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maps on the ground throughout, and carried them in a 
case, full size, and brought each one on to the outside 
in turn. Walking across the country thus equipped 
aroused attention and suspicion, which at last led to my 
arrest at Ribchester on the 21st August, 1914, as a 
German spy. I was under guard at the White Bull 
hotel, where I stayed for the night. Next day I was 
allowed to go after full enquiries had been made. 
I undertook to survey the road for the purpose of 

seeing what actual remains exist at the present day, 
also to find the actual crossings of the river Hodder 
(twice), and the rivers Wenning, Greta and Rawthay, 
and in each case I found the track leading to a ford. 
was also desirous of satisfying myself as to which side 
of the river Lune the road went from Ingmire Hall to 
Low Borrow Bridge, and I am now convinced that the 
Fell Side road on the east of the Lune through Howgill 
and Carlingill is the actual site of the road because of 
its straightness for four miles in a difficult country, 
because of the scarping and embanking of its sides, and 
because it goes in a direct line across the Lune at Salter-
wath to the Roman fort at Low Borrow Bridge. A 
further desire was to try and find the site of the road 
from Wandles lane end, near Casterton, to near Middle-
ton Hall. The old lane through Barbon, Borrens and 
Applegarth, on the eastern side of the Lune valley, has 
been mentioned as the probable site of the road, but the 
direction of a long length of straight Roman road at 
each end both point to the westerly side of the valley, 
away from Borrens lane, as the course of the road, and 
still on the east side of the river Lune, where a line of 
high ground screens off the river from the main valley 
on the east. Several of the straight lengths of the 
modern highway which runs over the line of high 
ground indicate that the highway has been made partly 
on the site of the Roman road or near it, and it passes 
close to where the Roman milestone was found. 
For the loan of six-inch ordnance maps in Lancashire 

and Westmorland I have to thank Colonel A. D. Meeres, 

ss 
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R.E., Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton. For other 
maps which I did not possess I extend my grateful 
thanks to Messrs. Butler Wood and Miles E. Hartley, 
Chief and Deputy Librarians of the Public Libraries, 
Bradford. 
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THE FIRST STAGE OF THE ROMAN ROAD 
FROM RIBCHESTER TO YORK. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, A.M.LC.E. 

The Road between Down ham Park and Ribchester. 

N the Bradford Antiquary for 1913 I described the 
Ribchester to York Roman Road, dealing more 
particularly with the portion of it which lies within 

the Yorkshire border. The Lancashire portion extending 
from Ribchester to Downham Park was treated less 
thoroughly, reliance being placed chiefly on the state-
ments of Mr. John Just. Since then I have had the 
opportunity of traversing this portion and examining it 
critically. The results are here given, and taken with 
my former paper make a complete record of the Roman 
Road as it is to-day between the important camp at 
Ribchester and the great Military Ridge Road on Bram-
ham Moor at Hazelwood Park. 
The Roman Road as it leaves Downham Park for Rib-

chester is seen as a slight ridge making for Chatburn 
Beck. This beck having low banks was forded about 
400 yards south-east of the village. From this ford the 
road proceeds in a south western direction for about six 
miles in a straight line for a point near Hacking Hall, 
which is situated quite near to and almost due south of 
the junction of the Calder and the Ribble. As it 
leaves the Chatburn Beck the road proceeds up hill, 
having a deep pack-horse track leading to Chatburn on 
its right, also a fence which is the boundary between 
'the Downham and Chatburn townships. It is quite 

* On the 22nd August and 7th September, 1914. 
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evident from the dryness of the turf and the slight 
elevation of the track that the road surface is yet in situ. 
A sheepfold marked on the 6-inch ordnance map lies about 
700 yards onwards and is a good mark for the road. 
After this the road is fenced off widely on both sides and 
forms a rough track for 350 yards, cut up by the zigzag-
ging of the pack-horse track until it joins up with the 
Worston to Chatburn road with which it identifies itself 
for about 80 yards. Three or four fields are then crossed 
without any trace of it being visible for 300 yards, until 
it links up with a fence which forms the boundary between 
Clitheroe and Worston. 

For nearly a mile the road with a hedge on the left has 
the upward sloping side of a limestone knoll to the right 
and on the left is banked up to make a level track. In 
this way it runs down to the crossing of Worston Beck, 
which is easily forded. It then passes through a gate and 
shows as a faint ridge uphill with a fence on the right, and 
traces of the ridge continue now downhill towards the 
Mearley Brook. The opposite bank of this rivulet being 
rather steep a cutting has been made for the road which 
then proceeds uphill with scarcely another indication but 
that of a fence. Further on an allotment garden road 
occupies the line. At 400 yards from Mearley Brook the 
Roman road ceases to mark the township's boundary and 
goes straight forward with a fence and market gardens 
on the left. It is now on the high ground three-quarters 
of a mile east of Clitheroe. After traversing a corner of 
the next field the ridge of the road is seen in the large 
field beyond up to a small plantation, and the stone surface 
of the Roman road is visible where it is crossed by a 
footpath leading from Clitheroe to High Moor. Across 
the next two fields there are but few traces, but the 
ridge is to be seen in the next field before one crosses the 
Clitheroe to Sabden highway. 

For some 800 yards beyond this, on high and well-
cultivated ground, I could find no trace, then a rough 
uncultivated track of ground with a small stream on the 
right defines the road for 150 yards, and the ridge is picked 
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up again down hill to the Pendleton Brook. A well-
defined, elevated ridge continues the line on the other side 
in a plantation. The brook has evidently been crossed by 
a bridge considering the height of the ridge on the south-
west side. For about ten yards from the brook-side the 
road has been removed, probably by floods, or perhaps 
to make a farmer's road alongside the brook. It is here 
that Mr. Just saw a fine fragment of the Roman road 
laid open. * The flags seen by him were the foundation-
stones of the ridge, and not the road surface itself. His 
measurement of the width, 21 feet, is that of the base 
of the road. The surface of the ridge in the plantation 
is not now 1.6 feet in width, the usual measurement in 
places where it lies undisturbed. It is the traffic surface 
and not the embankment of soil at the ground level that 
should be measured ; many mistakes are made in neg-
lecting this rule. 

The undisturbed full width of a road on a high ridge is a 
rare occurrence. It can be seen on the Great Ridge Road 
at Barnsdale, north of Doncaster, and on Bramham Moor, 
north of Aberford, where the Roman Road leaves the 
modern highway to make the bend towards Tadcaster. 
The wide ridge in each of these cases is preserved in 
consequence of being made up of large stones of no value 
to the land. Most of the ridges of Roman origin would 
have been levelled long ago had they consisted only of 
good soil. 
The road proceeds straight through the plantation for 

about 100 yards as a ridge, after which it appears 
as a hard grass-grown surface with a fence on the 
right of it for two field-lengths up to the Clitheroe and 
Whalley main road. It was in use along this length as 
a farm road until obstructed by a house (with motor 
garage) built about fourteen years ago beside the 
Clitheroe road. A man gardening at the place told me 
that the skeleton of a man was found when the garage 
was built. Probably it was the remains of a Roman 

Transactions lust. Sm. Lancashire and Cke.Iii,e, Vol. Ill., p. 3. 
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soldier who had died on the march and was laid to rest 
by the road side, far from kith and kin. The remains 
were re-buried. 
The road after crossing the Clitheroe road is marked 

by a straight farm road to Standen Hey farm buildings, 
and the farmhouse stands square on the Roman road. 
The lane continues past Standen Hey, and the ridge of it 
is broken up into irregular mounds by the watercourses 
of ram-storms. These cross the direction of the road 
according to the slope of the ground. At the distance 
of three-quarters of a mile from the Clitheroe road the 
road crosses the Blackburn and Hellifielci railway and 
appears with an uneven surface of stone and a fence on 
the right for about a quarter of a mile to the socketed 
base of an ancient cross. Here another old road crosses 
it leading from Potter ford on the Calder river to 
Shuttleworth farm. Our road continues very distinctly 
for 550 yards further, the stone surface appearing through 
the turf, and considerable portions are laid bare. Where 
it crosses a run of water some large stones indicate the 
remains of a culvert now partly choked up. We now 
reach the Barrow brook, and from Standen Hey to this 
point the road has suffered only from time, and not from 
agriculture or other handiwork of man. The stony nature 
of the road and the crossing of the Potter ford road at 
an acute angle has prevented any fencing off and cultiva-
tion at this place, and thus it has the appearance of 
open common land. In the next field there are no traces; 
the line then crosses the old Lancaster road a half-mile 
south-east of Mitton bridge over the Ribble at Lane 
Side, and beyond across three fields a fence runs parallel 
a little distance to the right. The land is well cultivated, 
and no traces of the road are seen. The fence gets 
nearer the line, and then at a plantation the stones of 
the road are seen here and there, and in the field beyond 
a distinct road surface is seen, bordered by a line of trees 
up to the Mitton wood on the banks of the Calder. In 
the wood down to the river side the line of the road is 
seen as a track grown over. The river could be forded 
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without deviation. Potter's ford, which is a quarter of a 
mile south, was not the Roman ford. Across the next 
three fields of alluvium there is no trace ; then it joins 
an old lane leading to Hacking Hall, and in about 150 
yards, where it leaves the lane on high ground, the road 
makes a bend to the right. We have now come six 

miles from Chatburn beck and Downham Park, and look-
ing backwards there is a clear view the whole distance to 
the hills round about Downham, with Pendle Hill a little 
to the right of the line. The bend of the road we have 
now reached makes the line of the road from Ribchester 
point straight to Pendle Hill. It was to avoid the moun-
tain that the road in its journey north-west took a more 
northerly course from here. The remains of the road 
slightly raised above the ground, accompanied by a neg-
lected fence, is seen for half-a-mile up to the modern road 
leading to Brock Hall. Beyond for a quarter of a mile the 
road terrace is well displayed, bounded on the right by a 
sloping bank and the iron fence of the Lancashire 
Inebriate Reformatory for women, which comes within a 
few feet. The line then enters a wood bordering the 
Dinckley brook, down which it can be traced thickly 
overgrown with bracken. 

After crossing the brook, a line of fence is on the left, 
and at the next field the fence changes to the right, very 
much raised up. At Aspinall's farm a lane takes up the 
line of the road for about 700 yards to Moor Gate Fold, 
then the lane bends suddenly to about 20 yards to the 
left, and the line of road is taken up by a few detached 
houses with gardens, along the back of which the line of 
the road continues. It then crosses the road to Greena's 
Nook and Dinckley Flail, and after traversing a field 
comes to Almond's Fold. The farmhouse here stands 
directly on the road, and for a quarter of a mile further 
—especially at the top of the hill at that distance—the 
ridge of the road is very prominent. This hill is at New 
Manes ; it is 275 feet above sea level, is two miles from 
the Hacking Hall bend, and two miles from Ribchester. 
The road now bonds again to the right slightly. A good 
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view is obtained of Ribehester, and the church stands up 
as a prominent landmark ahead, over a plain of low level' 
land, through which meanders the river Ribble. The 
road for about a quarter of a mile is bounded on the left 
by the highway to Ribchester, which lies in a hollow 
track, soon crossing over to the right to Salesbury Hall. 
The Roman road appears again on the other side and 
passed through a hillock which has been excavated for 
the purpose ; it then drops quickly on to the low level 
ground of river alluvium, and all trace, as one may well 
expect, is now lost. The river can be forded anywhere 
between Ribchester bridge and Ribchester, and if the 
road crossed just to the south of the De Tabley Arms 
Inn, opposite Little Town, then the highway on the 
opposite side as far as Crook's Cottage is in a direct line 
into Ribchester. ; there would be a slight bend of the 
road to the left at the Ribble, and it would enter the 
fort by the northern gateway. If the road went in one 
straight line from New Manes hill to the eastern gateway 
of Ribchester fort, it would cross the Ribble 200 yards 
more to the south, and to the south of the high bank on 
which New Hall stands. This line for about 300 yards, 
opposite Park Wood, coincides with a farm road having a 
hard level surface and bounded by a small watercourse on 
its north side. One is inclined to the opinion that the 
Roman road from Manchester forded the river Ribble at 
a separate place about 500 yards still lower down, and 
by Crook's Cottage passed in the direct line to Longridge 
Fell. The whole course of the Ribble hereabouts has 
altered since Roman days and become more circuitous, 
obliterating at the same time all traces of ancient roads 
in its immediate proximity. 



AN ENDOWMENT OF rf}JORNTON 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

W. E. PRESTON. 

OHN James, the Historian of Bradford, who quotes 
the Report of the Commissioners of Charities, 
says that amongst the endowments of Thornton 

Grammar School is a property at Thornton consisting of 
a house and 18a Or. 26p. of land called Wilcock Royd. 
It was then in the occupation of the schoolmaster, of the 
(annual) value of £20 or thereabouts, and was settled 
near the time the school was founded by George Ellis 
and Samuel Sunderland for the maintenance of a school-
master to teach children of the inhabitants of Thornton 
and Allerton in Latin and English. This property lies on 
the high lands to the south-west of the old mansion of 
Nether Headley,t and at one time belonged to it. In the 
early part of the 17th century, as appears from contem-
porary documents, it was in the possession of John Dean, 
whose brother Robert resided at Allerton. These men 
were descended from an old yeoman family of that name 
which had migrated from Ovenden, and in the year 1542 
had obtained grants of land in Thornton from Sir John 
Tempest, of Bracewell. 
A little farther to the south-west of Wilcock Royd 

lies another property called the Cloughes, which in the 
17th century and even at the present day bears the local 
appellation of the "Clews," a provincialism apparently 
of no recent origin. The name is derived doubtless from 

History of Bradford, by John James, F.S.A., p. 343. 

t Nether Headley, now called Lower Headley, has undergone within recent 
years considerable restoration, and in consequence has lost much of its old character. 



274 THE 13RADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

the small hollows bounding the property, in which tribu-
taries of the Bradford Beck find their source. 
John Dean, by his indenture dated 13 Dec., 7 Charles 
in consideration that his brother Robert Dean granted 

to him the tenemenb called the Cloughes and all the 
lands thereto belonging, conveyed the reversion of the 
premises called Nether Headley, after his decease, to the 
use of Robert, his nephew, younger son of his brother 
Robert, for his preferment and advancement. 
By indenture dated 26 February, 1634, John Dean, of 

Nether Headley, granted to Samuel Sunderland and 
Peter Sunderland his brother, then of Coley Hall, in 
consideration of £200, all that messuage called the 
Cloughes, then in the occupation of Abraham Gill, and 
also one other messuage called Wilcock Royde, and those 
five closes of land to the same belonging called Wilcocke 
Royde leyes, and Wilcocke Royde wood, in the occupation 
of Mathew Naylor and Michaell Kitchen. 
The said John Dean immediately afterwardš leased the 

premises at the rent of £12 per year. 
It is probable that the conveyance of these properties 

to the Sunderlands was by way of mortgage. Subse-
quently they passed into the actual possession of them, 
for in 1644 an agreement was entered into between 
Samuel Sunderland and Isable Deane, apparently the 
widow of John Dean, who had died in 1643, to the 
effect that the properties should be liable to a charge of 
40/- per annum payable to her in satisfaction of her right 
of dower in the premises. 

Samuel Sunderland does riot appear to have had any 
one there as tenant nor to have occupied the property 
himself, but to have laid it out for the depasturage 91 the 
cattle of certain people in the neighbourhood. An inter-
esting record of his receipts from this source in his hand-
writing, dated 1644, has come down to us, and affords 
many interesting sidelights on his affairs at that time. 
It is beaded— 

* See the will of Robert Deane, of Allerton. yeoman printed in the Local 
Record Series, Vol., I., Part 11., p. 83. 

k 
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A PERTICULER OF THE GYSTS BEASTS ATT CLUES 
THIS PRESENT YEARE, 1644 

Imprimis, Mr. John Brigge 3 kine and 3 heifers; 
whereof 2 of the said kine were whole yeare 
gysted and the other untill laminas; and the 
heifers were whole yeare gysted; 2 of the sd  
heifers were made beasts; and the other was 
younger   21i 5s 

Item, Avery Smyth, one heifer a whole yeare gisted 01i 6s 8d 
Item, Laurence Pykard, a kowe from or about St. 

James day until! Michaellmas   0 5 6 
WTiddow Deane, a kowe whole yeare gysted ...... . ... 0 10 0 
John Nicholls, 2 horses a month, 8s, and a meare 14 

weekes 14s, and a young horse from Whitson-
tide untill Michaellmas, 12s .. 01 14 0 

William Booth, a horse one weeke  00 01 2 
Item, letten the upper ground to Mathew Haneworth 

for xxxis and vjd   01 11 06 
Item, a horse web. came from the Grange 7 weekes 00 07 00 
Item, 2 horses more of Mr. Briggs and Avery Smyth's 

whole yeare gysted ; but they were stollen 3 
weekes beefore Michaellnias. 

Grace Nicholls, a horse one month there   00 04 0 
wch. was allso stollen out of the sd. ground. 

Recd. this 25th of November, 1644, by Jonas Nicholls 
in parte of his brother John's horses, viijs   8 00 

Recd. by the sd. Jonas Nicholls of Lawrence Pykard, 
5s Gd, web. bee forth wth. paid unto Thomas 
Hopkinson, constable, of Thornton, for some leys 
and assessmts. layde uppon the said land   5 6 

Pd. allso to Jonas Robartshey, churchwarden, of 
Thornton, for repaireinge of the church   1 00 

Memam , there was ould hey in the said ground web  
was aprised in all to ifyfty shillings by Mathew 
Haneworth, Richard Smyth, William Booth and 
Jonas Booth   02 10 

Pd. Widdow Deane for her thirds out of the sd. lands, 
bessides my charges of fenceinge and dightinge 
of the sd. grounds att the springe of the yeare... 18 

Memdm, John Deane owed mee two yeares' rent out of 
the said ground, beeinge in all xxiiijli, uppon 
Martinmas, 1643 

Pd. my cozen Gilbt. Deane* this 8th day of January, 
1644, for charges about findeinge an office of 
lands att Clues & Wilcockroid the some of xxs 
beefore my brother Peter, Willm. Bayly & Jonas 
Nicholls   01 00 00 

« Gilbert Dean, son of Robert Dean above mentioned. 
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Pd. James Phillip for th'use of Mrs. Midgley this 
11th of January, 1644, for a yeare's free rent 
out of Clues   

Item, there is yearly paid out of Headley to Wood-
church* 2s, whereof Mrs. Midgley payeth 8d and 
whereof Wilcockroid is to pay 4d. 

And the tyth silver there for Headley, '2s 8d, whereof 
Wilcockroide is to pay is; and for the Clues, 4d, 
payable at Easter. 

Reed. of George Wilkinson this 10th of April!, 1645, 
in parte for they hay att Clues prized att xxvs  

Medm. that Lower Headley (whereof Wilcockroide 
was part of itt) was usually assessed unto Is 5d 
att every double ley, whereof Wilcockroide is to 
pay 41, and the Clues att every double ley unto 7d 

0011 Ols 09d 

xxis 

A note of such monies as Jonas Nicholls doth owe unto 
mee this 28th of December, Ano. Dom. 1644. 

Imprimis, when bee recd. 511 of Wm. Hartley bee 
kept backe xjs to buy a load of shìllinge, May 28, 
1644   . ..........us 00d 

Item, bee kept backe in rent bee recd. for mee of 
Mathew Drake att one tyme lOs, and at another 
tyme is lid, wch. he said bee lent Mathew 
Haneworth  us lid 

Item, bee reed. of Mathew Drake att another tyme 
wch. bee never neither told mee of nor gave mee 3s 6d 

Item, I delevered him 6s of ill clipt money wch. bee 
recd. for mee, to see if bee could put it of or 
change it of yin bee had it of  6s Ood 

Item, bee lost is 6d as bee said of money bee recd. 
of Stephen Scot for my use. 

From the following inventory of disbursements it would 
appear that the property at Cloughes was in a bad state 
of repair, and Samuel Sunderland energetically set to 
work to have the dilapidation made good. He gives a 
minute account of his expenditure in this connection, 
heading his list as follows 

* Woodchurch (Woodkirk), West Ardsley. An early reference to an associa-
tion of Thornton with Woodchurch, both places being early Nonconformist settle-
ments. Speaking of the latter place the Rev. J. Gregory says, in "Annals of an 
Old Yorkshire Village," (see Bradford Antiquary, Vol. II., p. 474. New Series). 
Among the list of I aptisms in 1656 in the Topcliffe Register we find the name of 

David, eldest son of Joseph Lister. and a number of others, all of them connected 
with the church at Bradford Dale (Kipping)." 
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THORNTON. 

A PERTJCULAR OF MY CHARGES IN REPAIRINGE THE HOUSES 

AND LAND ATT THE CLUES THIS 2 OF JUNE, 1645. 

Pd. Jonas Nicholls for 3 weekes' worke there (John 
Tilletson findeinge him meate), 4s Gd; his worke 
was clenseinge the house, takeinge up the meanor, 
leadinge of stones to wall beefore the house win-
dow, leadinge of wood. makeinge of morter and 
service for the upper house   00 04 06 

Pd. Bairstowes for wheeleinge out of asse & spread-
inge them, 6s; pd. yin for wheeleinge of wall 
stones from the house windowes, d; for wheele-
inge of walistones from the delfe to the house, 
6(1; for wheeleinge of wall stones from an ould 
feilde wall, is 8d; for wallinge att Tilletson's 
house) makeinge of two stone briggs, beame 
fillinge, and settinge upp some slate in the win-
dowes att the upper house, and some paveinge in 
ye house, Gs Gd. Pd. Thomas Gledhill for 2 daies 
mosseinge and rigginge (Tilletson findeinge him 
meate), 8d; to Harry \Vatkin a day beame fill-
ilige, 8d; more pd. him for leadinge of stones to 
ye highway and some to wall up at new field 
wall, 4s Gd  01 01 02 

Pd. the Glasier of Kighley for glasse for ye said 
houses  oi 00 00 

Pd. Sugar for 10 dales dikeinge the ground, 6s 8d; 
pd. the sd. Bairstowes for 25 roode and 2 yards 
and a halfe of wallinge a feud wall a yard and a 
halfe high att 7d ye roode, 14s lüd; and given 
them over Gd; in all 15s 4d .......................01 02 00 

Pd. \Viddow Murris for her horse and boy a day, is; 
to John ftletcher for his horse 3 daies, is Gd; 
haire for pointeinge ye windowes, 2d. Pd. by 
Nicholls to RamsIothome for 2 paire of boults 
and staples, 11(1; nailes, 1(1; to Luke Hill, 2 daies 
settinge up domes and doores (John Tilletson 
findeinge him meate), is   oo 04 08 

Pd. Michaell Pearson for a day t1 his draight leading 
stones to ye north side of the upper house. 3s 4d; 
hee lead that day 18 weane bade   00 03 04 

Pd. Mathew Nayler and Joseph Greene for 8 'yate 
dome stones, 2s, for 9 rhicke pavings, 2., for 5 
stones to set a well w thall, Gd; for 4 water tables 
and another stone yt came wth them, Gd ... 00 05 00 
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Pd for wood and boards for ye sd. houses, 5s; pd. 
Sugar ye 29th day of June, for settinge of a 
well; fexinge of a waine way and wallinge of a 
waterweare and a peece of ye new wall yt was 
fallen, and for dikeinge a day and layinge up 
some sod in ye common, 3s   00 03 00 

Pd. Nayler & Greene for 14 roode of feild wall stones 
att 1 O ye roode, 11 s  8d; there was walled in 
the sd. wall 5 rood of stones yt I wheeled from 
an ould wall in the ground and 14 roode hear-
tofore led by John Deane to ye said place; 
Medm, the two gaps for yates is reckoned in ye 
wallinge but not in the gettinge   ... ... .00 11 8 

Paid Sugar for wheeleinge of stones October 11th, 
2s Sd; pd. John ifietcher for his horse a day 
leadeinge stones, Gd, and Jonas Nicholls a day 
w th him, Gd ...... ..... .... .... . ........ ............ 00 03 5 

Pd. Nayler & Greene this last day of October, 1645, 
for 60 paveings, 5s, a doore stone, Gd; two brig-
stones, Gd; 10 slate, 4d; six roode of stones and 
wallinge, 18s; 5 roode of stones about the house, 
dighted and undighted, lOs; for 2 porches wall-
inge, ijs; spent on them att Lamberts then, js ... 02 06 04 

Soma tot'  07 05 01 

Pd. allowed Nathan Mitchell in his rent this 26th of 
January, 1645, for stones leadinge to ye Clues, 
xixs, and given his man js ........01 00 00 

Sa. Sunderland. 

(Endorsed) A particular of my disbursmt8 att Clues An° Domn. 1645, 
for the reparations of the houses and fences. 

ESHOLT PRIORY.-ERRATUM. Page 205, for " Deanery of York" 
read "Mastership of 5herburn Hospital." 
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THE ROMAN ROAD FROM ILKLEY 

TO ALDBOROUGH 

AS FAR AS THE RIVER NIDD. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, A.M.I.C.E. 

Read before the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Soeiety, 

21st November, 1917. 

tHE road from Ilkley to Aldborough is a continuation 
of the road from Manchester by Littleborough, 
Blackstone Edge, Sowerby, Longbottom Ford, 

Newlands Gate, Sentry Edge, Balkram Edge, Hamble-
ton Hill, Hunter Hill, Ogden Clough, Dénholme, Harden 
Moor, Thwaite Brow, East Riddlesden, Upwood, Black 
Knowl, Rumbles Moor, by Cowper's Cross and Weary 
Hill down into Ilkley. It is not one of the Itinerary 
roads of the Romans, consequently it was not accurately 
traced out by the early antiquaries who busied them-
selves with locating the stations and tracing out those 
roads which were mentioned in the Itinerary. They 
knew of this road and others, and called attention to 
them by simply saying that a road branched off from 
this place to that. Horsley (Britannia Rornana, p. 414) 
for instance at Bramham Moor, when tracing the Great 
Ridge road towards Aberford says, "The military way 
from Ilkley is foreign to my purpose. I take it to have 
been one of the low paved ways and never to have had 
a great elevation." Stukeley gives no description of 
this road, but no doubt he knew of it. Roger Gale, brother-
in-law of Stukeley who edited the researches of his 
father, Dr. Thomas Gale, Dean of York, and published 
his Antonini Iter $ritanniarurn in 1709, shows the 

41 

1 
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road Aldborough to Ilkley on the map in his book but 
does not continue it through to Manchester. 

Drake in 1736, in his Eboracum p. 25 at Aldborough 
says, "There are two roads yet obvious that direct to 
this place which I have mentioned before, the one is 
the grand military way that runs from Tadcaster, the 
other comes out of Lancashire to Skipton from thence 
I have traced it myself to Bolton Bridge and to the 
Blue-burgh-houses, over Knaresborough Forest to the 
town, near the bridge of which is a very fine piece of it 
entire from thence it went in a direct line to Aldborough," 
I need hardly point out that Drake was misled here. 
Camden's Britannia, 1806 edition, vol. 3, p. 289 says 

"There is a military way from Aldboro to Ilkley and 
another from Ilkley to the southward, passes west of 
Halifax and joins the Roman road from Tadcaster to 
Manchester." At p. 300, referring to the roads at 
Aldborough, he also says, "When Roecliffe Common 
field was first ploughed 1712, a second road, leading to 
Olicana or Ilkley, 17 miles west was laid over 2 feet under 
surface, 10 feet wide paved with stones." 

Stukeley does not show the road on his map of 1723. 
He shows a road going south from Aldborough passing 
east of Aldmondbury and Manchester which I take to 
be the Riknield Street. 
Warburton (Mat of Yorkshire, 1720), is the first 

of the early antiquaries to clearly define this road. 
He shows it coming from Manchester, at Cullingworth 
he places it too much to the east, but from Marley to 
Ilkley and forwards to Aldborough, it is as correct as 
can be shown on such an early map. The map itself is 
full of blunders and incorrect placing of villages. The 
natural features, such as rivers and streams and his 
position of mountains are very wide of the mark in some 
cases, however, it served a good purpose in showing the 
general direction of the Roman roads. Where the road 
enters Yorkshire near Littleborough it says, "This 
Roman way extends from Manchester in Lancashire to 
Aldborough near Borrowbridge, is all paved with stone 
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and nearly 8 yards broad." 
The Rev. John Whitaker (History of Manchester, 

1771, P. 140) says, "In this village (Ilkley) centre several 
roads of the Romans. That which comes from 
Manchester, and appears upon Rumbles Moor, is found 
again upon Middleton and Blueburgh-house Commons 
beyond the town; being, as before, paved with stones 
uncommonly large, and edged with still larger; and 
leads, I suppose to Catarick." 
Bowen's maps of the West Riding and of Yorkshire 

1750, show the road just as Warburton did, in fact, 
these maps are reductions of Warburton's map. Tuke's 
Map of Yorkshire 1787, shows the road on a diagram 
map in the right hand top corner. He also continues it 
from the bend on Middleton Moor to Skipton in a 
straight line. There is no evidence on the ground for 
this, it is purely imaginary and is probably due to 
Drake's description already quoted and the desire to 
couple up two prominent bends of roads opposite each 
other which is merely a coincidence. Newton's Map 
1847 gives the road fairly accurately, the ordnance 
survey was in progress when Newton made his map and 
I am inclined to believe that he had some assistance 
from the Government Surveyors, being supplied by them 
with information already acquired in the survey. 
The ordnance survey was made 1847-52, the 6-inch 

maps were published in 1853 and the 1-inch map in 
1858. They both show the road most of the way, 
especially the early editions, and I advise anyone using 
these maps for tracing out the road on the ground, to 
get the first editions if possible. There is a slight error 
on the old 1-inch map, where the two sheets showing the 
road come together on Middleton Moor. The road 
is made to bend from the straight line at a place 
markediRaw Shaw (Bow Shaw) near the southern edge of 
the northerly sheet, and when you put the two sheets 
together, the Roman road does not meet in line. 
This error of a bend to the south-west has been 
taken by some writers to indicate the branching off of 
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another road in the direction of Addingham Moor and 
Skipton, but no trace of any such road exists. The 
road is shown correctly on the 6-inch map, and new 
edition of the 1-inch map. 

Welibeloved's Eboracum, 1842, p. 160 says, 'There 
was a military way to it (Ilkley) from Isurium" but he 
gives no particulars, I suppose he had never traversed it. 

Grange in his History of Harrogate, 1871, p. 32 
says, "The other road from the eastward ran between 
Isurium (Aldborough) and Olicana (Ilkley) passing by 
way of Ripley; in the wood to the west of which the 
strata can yet be distinctly seen, about 10 feet in 
breadth, formed of native boulders. It next entered 
the township of Clint, across a corner of which it 
passed, fording the river near Hampsthwaite Church; 
thence up that village, not far from the track of the 
present road. At Swincliffe Top it entered the township 
of Felliscliffe) which it traversed from east to west; and 
with trifling exceptions, along none of the present carriage 
roads; passing through the fields to the southward of the 
present line of road, keeping along high ground and nearly 
in a straight line to Whitewall Nook, to which place it 
can yet be used as a bridle road. Formerly it ws en-
closed on both sides, forming a narrow lane, yet known 
by the name of "the Long Lane"; but the fences have 
been removed—sometimes from one side, sometimes the 
other, rarely on both, and it now forms part of the ad-
joining fields. At Whitewall nook, a small portion yet 
remains fenced on both sides; it is only about 9 feet wide, 
and therefore would not be well adapted for wheel 
carriages. A few yards west of this point, about the year 
1812, a weaver undertook to enclose and cultivate a small 
plot of ground in front of his cottage. On digging into it, 
about six inches below the surface, he came upon a 
compact pavement of stones, set in a kind of brown or 
rusty coloured cement, as if it had formed the floor of 
some building for the accommodation of wayfarers 
along the road in the old Roman day. The stratum of 
the road itself was taken up here about the year 1848 
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it was composed of native boulders, forming a kind of 
coarse pavement. From this point westward, the line 
of the road is perpetuated by a footpath only, generally 
distinguishable by a slight ridge in the fields along 
which it passes. The stratum may also be occasionally 
detected in the fences; and this state of things continues 
as far as Kettlesing Toll-bar, when it falls into the 
Knaresborough and Skipton turnpike road, along which 
its course is parallel, past Dangerous Corner and 
Spinksburn, to where the modern road bends to the 
right, a few hundred yards cast of the Hopper Lane 
Hotel. The ancient road then descended the hill on 
the left, passed Crag Hall, forded the Washburn, and 
thence ascended the hill on the opposite side, where it 

is distinctly visible, and so across the Moors to Ilkley." 
"These roads have generally been formed of a pave-

ment of rounded pebbles, gathered from the land in the 
immediate neighbourhood, the sides being formed of 
larger stones. Where entire they are generally five or 
six inches below the surface." This description of 
Grainge's is so good that it is worth quoting in its 
entirety. 

Dr. Collyer's reference is the next. In Ilkley, Ancient 
and Modern, 1885, p. 22, speaking of the roads about 
Ilkley he says; "Forlorn fragments of them all may 
still be traced by the curious, but by far the finest 
remains still in existence are those of the road to 
Aldborough, over Middleton and Blubberhouse Moors, 
and these are well worth a summer day's exploration. 
This road after leaving the moors, may still be traced 
through a meadow south of the Manor House in 
Blubberhouses, by the finer tint of the grass which lies 
like a ribbon on the land; from there it crosses the 
hungry looking pastures on the east of the road to 
Otley, and over the Washburn to Crag Hall, where it 
takes the hill through a small plantation and then, 
turning to the right, neighbours with the turnpike for a 
space on the way to Knaresborough." At p. 23 he says 
"a little portion crops up in Stubham Wood," and at 
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p. 29 he says "Mr. B. Stapleton found a quern near 
the Old Hall, .Stubham, when engaged at the brick-
works. This is now lodged with the Bradford Historical 
Society. The Roman road leading from the ford towards 
Stubham was also laid bare during the operations." 
J. Horsfal] Turner's particulars appear on p. 275, where 
he says "a paved roadway passes directly under the 
greensward towards Windsover from this road, and is 
probably the old Roman road. It is very noticeable on 
Middleton Moor, west of Moorhouses. The huge stones 
of an old pack-horse road are still to be seen in Stubham 
Wood." A little further on in the same page he says, 
"a quern discovered in the brickyard here by Mr. B. 
Stapleton near traces of a buried road, I have transferred 
to the care of the Bradford Historical Society.'* 

Grainge again in his History of the Timbles and 
Snowden, 1895, p. 84, states "This road proceeds in a 
nearly straight line across the country from Ilkley to 
Gaukhall, where it enters the Forest of Knaresborough, 
where it bends at a rather sharp angle to the right, and 
thence proceeds in another straight length across 
Blubberhouses Moor and the river Washburn to near 
Watling Street House, which stands upon it, when it 
bends eastward, when another long straight line carries 
it onward through Fellscliffe, Hampsthwaite, Ripley, 
and finally to Aldborough. 

"Watling Street appears to be a common appellation 
for Roman roads, though not given to them by their 
makers, and this road has borne that name for many 
generations. In a survey of the Forest of Knaresborough 
in 1613, the name occurs twice as a line of distinction, 
and by that name it is known at present. From Watling 
Street House to Ilkley no modern public road runs 
along it; up the slopes of the valleys, over the moorland 

* I wrote to Mr. Turner about these accounts in August, 1909, and he replied to my enquiries 
as follows—"Dear Mr. Ross (p. 23) Roman road portion in Stubham Wood are the words of Rev. 
Dr. Collyer. I believe the same place is meant (p. 275) where I have described it as a pack-horse 
road, so I thought it when I saw it some distance past the former priest's residence. Old 
charters are more safe authorities than any conjectures on Roman roads, a fraction must give 
place to the long stretches which indicate undoubted via. Sorry I Cannot afford any data, and 
must leave the matter to specialists like yourself. With kind regards, yours respectfully. 

J. Horefall Turner," 
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hills and down the slopes again, it pursues its lonely way 
in solitude and silence. On Blubberhouses Moor a cart 
track occupies the ancient stratum for about a mile, 
which is only used by the farmers when carting peat 
and turf from the moor. The road here is not paved 
with large stones edged with still larger, but composed 
of broken stones or rough gravel, with a raised centre to 
allow the escape of water to the sides, similar to our 
best modern roads, about 10 feet in width, and a foot 
in thickness. On ploughing up some old pasture land 
on the Manor House farm for the first time, great 
difficulty was found in ploughing over the road, although 
the grass had been growing upon it for a thousand 
years." 

Dickons in the Bradford Antiquary, 1896, vol. 3, 
p. 252, says "Nothing of the road is now visible above 
ground between Ilkley and Blubberhouses, though its 
course may be detected in'some places by the lighter 
tinge of the vegetation or by a faint outline of the road, 
but anyone relying upon finding the road or site will be 
disappointed." 

Speight in Upper Wharfedale, 1900, p. 195, says 
"The Camp at Ilkley was the focus of four important 
Roman highways, of which, however, few traces are now 
in evidence. Some years ago when the brickworks on 
the opposite side of the river were in progress, several 
portions of a paved road were discovered, doubtless con-
tinuous with that over Middleton and Blubberhouses 
Moors, crossing the Nidd near Hampsthwaite Church, 
and thence towards Aldborough. It may be traced to 
the west of Middleton Moorhouses, and passes close to 
an old quarry west of Windsover farm. This road from 
Ilkley appears to have taken an almost due north and 
south direction. Mr. J. A. Middlebrook of Ilkley, tells 
me that whilst his men were draining three years ago in 
the Rose and Crown yard they came upon a cobble 
pavement twelve feet wide, which was again found in 
the Grove near the District Council's offices." 
Thomas Codrington's description of the road in 
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Roman Roads in Britain, 1st edition 1903, p. 111, is 
"The Roman road is supposed to have crossed the 
Wharfe on the east of Ilkley Bridge. The paved way 
is to be found under the sod from near Middleton Hall, 
and it can be traced along the course marked on the 
old ordnance map on the east of Ing Gill to Raw Shaw, 
where a Roman road is shown branching in the direction 
of Addingham. About a mile further on, it turns to-
wards the east on the south of Round Hill (1341) in a 
straight line over Blubberhouses Moor, where it bears 
the name of Watling Street, and is still faintly traceable. 
In the middle of the 18th century it is described as being 
paved with stones uncommonly large, and edged with 
stones still larger. The road can be traced in the same 
straight line across the Washburn valley to near Cragg 
Hall, where the line is taken up by a road, also called 
Watling Street, for two miles, and then by a footway 
on a ridge in the fields. The paving of the road, of 
native boulders, was here taken up about 1848. At 
Whitehall Nook (600) where seven miles of straight 
road ends, a small portion of the road nine feet wide, 
fenced on both side, remained in 1882 (Grainge's History 
of Harrogate p. 33). The course of the road, bending 
more towards the north, crosses the River Nidd near 
Hampsthwaite Church, and a little further on, in Holly 
Bank Wood, there were remains of the pavement in 
1894 (Speight's Nidderdale, 1894, p. 380). Warburton's 
map shows the road as visible as far as the River Nidd, 
and continues it by broken lines as not being visible, on 
by the South of Ripley to Aldborough." 
Cudworth in Bradford Scientific Journal, 1904, 

No. 2, p. 38, says "From Ilkley it passed over Middleton 
Moor to Blubberhouses, and forward in the direction of 
Aldborough. This road may be traced for some distance 
after emerging from Stubham Wood, but when it leaves 
the enclosed land it is lost." 

Speight in Nidderdale, second edition, 1906, pp. 368-9, 
gives some account of the road chiefly from Grainge's 
History of Harrogate, 1871, p. 32. 
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I[ will now describe the road as I found it in a journey over its course during the summer of 1917, on the 
12th and 13th September, and on the 20th May, 

1918, I can say, that it is one of the best preserved roads 
in Yorkshire and I agree with Dr. Collyer when he says 
"these remains are well worth a summer day's explora-
tion." I know of no Roman road so entire in the 
county. It is little disturbed over the moors for a distance 
of five and a quarter miles beyond Middleton Lodge. 
It has not been destroyed for the purpose of building 
walls nor for repairing roads. It is there just as it was 
left by the Roman rulers, vegetation only has taken 
possession, and left its dying stems from year to year 
to hide the surface. Having read the various writers on 
the road, and knowing pretty well all that has been said 
as to its disappearance, I was very greatly surprised 
with the extent of the remains. To follow it on the 
Ilkley side especially, it is best to have the six inch 
ordnance map, 1st edition if possible, as in some places 
without the map it is difficult to keep on the track, on 
account of the thick growth of heather, but when you 
are sure of the position, bare places of the road àan be 
met with in the thickest of the heather to your delight. 
The road approaching Ilkley from Rumbles Moor I 

believe to have come down the Riddings and perhaps to 
the south gate of the fort, opposite the church, or it may 
have come down an old track on the east side of Parish 
Gill from behind Hill Top House, now pulled down, 
then it passed parallel w ith the west side of the fort 
down the old Bridge Lane, and straight to the river 
where the remains of a ford are still evident, about one 
hundred yards above the new bridge. This old ford if 
cleared of pebbles and boulders might reveal the Roman 
paved ford. 

Between the ford and Harding's Lane at the top side 
of Low Hall Coppice Wood, I have been able to trace 
what I believe is the line of the road. It passes on the 
west side of Low Hall as a distinct raised track between 
the Hall and a line of large trees, it is then crossed at 
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right angles by a new road. The Roman road continues 
forward into the wood and soon crosses the stream on 
the right, where road material may be seen scattered 
about on the track. After crossing the stream it goes 
forward uphill through the wood, as a path at present 
slightly in use. About 300 yards from the Low Hall it 
makes a bend to the left, and the road passes in a 
cutting through rocky ground, and then to avoid the 
stream in front it turns to the right to its original 
direction for about 100 yards, when it runs out of the wood 
to the left beyond the source of the stream, into the 
open field at a point about 150 yards south of Harding's 
Lane. A dotted line is shown on the first edition of the 
6 in. ordnance map nearly in the same position as is 
here described. 
I found no trace of the road in the field up to 

Harding's Lane, which crosses at right angles from east 
to west, nor in the field beyond, until I came to the 
cross fence at the top, at an ash tree, about 60 to 70 
yards east of Harding's Lane which here runs in a 
northerly direction, parallel and west of the Roman 
road. From the ash tree a slightly raised track is 
observed in a due northerly direction across the next 
field to a tree stump in the second cross fence, on the 
further side of which stones from the road are seen in 
the ditch. 

It then continues straight to a footpath gate in the 
third cross fence, a straight ridge still showing through 
the fourth field. A cross road now leads from Harding's 
Lane to Windsòver Farm House on the right, and the 
Roman road line crosses the next field with a slight 
ridge getting nearer to Parks Lane (a continuation of 
Harding's Lane) on the left. The sixth field is ploughed 
and had a crop of turnips in the first half and potatoes 
beyond. At the top left hand corner of this field the 
Roman road joins up with Parks Lane. A young man 
was working amongst the potatoes, so I took the oppor-
tunity to enquire of him if he had seen any remains of 
a road in the field, he replied at once that it ran right 
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up the field into the left-hand corner, and they had had 
much difficulty in ploughing where the road was. He 
pointed out all round the field on the. wall tops the 
clean coloured stones which they had taken out, and on 
the wall up the lane side the stones were very numerous. 
The field had not been ploughed before. He said the 
road was very near the surface, and he showed me 
amongst the turnips the road itself, and where no turnips 
had grown he struck his spade down on to the road and 
said "you see that's where it is." 

Parks Lane forward is now on the site of the Roman 
road, and it appears to be raised up in consequence 
more than the lower part of the lane where the Roman 
road is in the fields. Passing two fields on the right 
we arrive at the top of the lane (830) and on to the 
moor at an old milestone, where Hunger Hill road goes 
off to the right, down to Middleton village. A fence 
wall now borders the road on the right for about 130 
yards, and from the old milestone where the road bends 
a little to the right. It then strikes across the moor as 
a visible ridge for about 300 yards to some more 
pasture land. If the ridge is carefully examined in and 
between the growing heather you may here be fortunate 
enough, as my companion and myself were to find 
patches of the blackened surface of the road, having the 
appearance of a long disused macadamised road, with 
all the finer binding material washed out of the joints 
of the stones forming the surface, and the sharp edges 
of the weathered stones rounded off by atmospheric 
disintegration, giving the small stones of which the 
surface of the road is made the appearance of cobble 
stones. 
Through the first field of pastures to Delves Beck 

(720') the line is uncertain, the ordnance map shows a 
line on the right near a fence, and some appearance of 
a ridge is seen on the ground as shown, but it is not in 
a straight line with the road beyond Delves Beck. The 
ridge may be the line of an old fence of an earlier 
enclosure and the road may have gone straight and 
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was uprooted when the land was -first enclosed. In 
the field beyond Delves Beck in the correct line of the 
road the slight ridge again is visible, with a fence on 
the left. It then enters the moorland again and the 
ridge is evident, covered with heather. Forty yards 
from the pasture it crosses Loftshaw Gill (740') and 
the stones of the ruined culvert are seen in the beck 
course. Beyond for 150 yards the ridge is seen in the 
heather, and especially where the heather has been 
lately burnt off. After passing a wet slack place, the 
road begins the long ascent to the top of the moor. At 
230 yards it passes two thorn trees on the right. The 
ridge is višible through the heather, and at 360 yards it 
crosses a track, called on the 6 in. map—Low Badger 
Gate, which leads eastwards to Timble Great and 
Swinsty. About 100 yards further, the heather had 
been on fire and is entirely burnt off for a distance of 
100 yards as far as Middle Gill. The ridge here is 
therefore clearly evident, being covered over with the 
black soil of decayed heather roots. At Middle Gill 
the stones of another ruined culvert are laid in the beck 
course (800'). We are now at Bow Shaw, and a very 
high growth of heather covers the side of the road for 
about 300 yards to an old milestone, at a place called 
Bracken Ridge. The milestone is laid down flat and 
makes after toiling through the heather waist high, a 
comfortable well-earned seat. 
At the milestone an outcrop of large disintegrated 

blocks of mill stone grit appear to interrupt the track of 
the road, but the site of the road lies a little to 
the left of the milestone where the ridge is soon picked 
up again. Just here it begins to approach a stream on 
the left hand side. Here there is also not much heather, 
but a good thickness of black soil covers the route. 
Keeping the stream to the left and continuing forward 
the ridge gets plainer with less covering of soil, and soon 
the surface of the road is visible here and there. 
At 450 yards beyond the milestone the water course 

approaches the road side, and the edging stones are 



ILKLEY TO ALDBOROUGH. 291 

It 

washed by it, and can be easily detected. TThe water 
course appears now to occupy the ditch of the road, and 
its initial direction is no doubt due to the Roman road 
ditch. It follows the side of the road for about 450 
yards when it disappears on the flat of the moor top at 
Thatch Ling. The road then goes through some boggy 
ground for about 440 yards until we come to the boundary 
wall dividing Middleton and Blubberhouses Moors (1175') 
and about 3 miles from Middleton Lodge. There is a 
bend here of 48° to the right, but I do not suppose the 
road made a sudden bend, I rather think that the two 
straight lines of direction would be joined by a curve, 
starting on each line about 300 or 400 yards back. If 
the stright line is followed from the point of intersection 
for about that distance, which is 250 yards beyond the 
wall, and on Blubberhouses Moor, you hit the road 
again. The road is thickly grown over on this summit, 
but I have no doubt excavation would find it in a curved 
direction coupling up the two lines. 

Sat on the top of the wall, I called my companion's 
attention to the long straight length of the Skipton and 
Knaresborough turnpike road beyond the Washburn, 
31 miles away. You can see 2 miles of this perfectly 
straight road to Kettlesing Head. It made a straight 
line from where we sat. I told him that was the Roman 
road, now a modern highway, and if we followed the 
straight line in that direction, it would take us along the 
Roman road across Blubberhouses Moor. As I have 
said above, we found the road again about 250 yards 
beyond the wall, and this was done by following the 
direction of the white turnpike road appearing in the 
distance. 
There is no difficulty in following the Roman road 

over Blubberhouses Moor once you get on it at the top, 
it is very plainly to be seen. The low ridge is distinct, 
and the sides of the road can be exactly fixed in many 
places. The paved surface of the road undisturbed, is 
easily found, here and there, all along the track. It is a 
pleasant pursuit to tramp along and search for these 
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blackened bare patches of old road surface. More grass 
grows on the Roman road as it crosses Blubberhouses 
Moor than across Middleton Moor, and it enables you to 
see the line of the road a long way in advance. About 
half a mile from the summit, the ditch of the road on the 
left-hand side, appears as a deep track, and then as a 
water course, baring the edging it keeps close to the side 
of the road. Another half mile, and the road crosses 
Sun Bank Gill, about 50 yards above the Eagle's Stone, 
a large erratic boulder at the side of the stream. The 
road makes a slight curve round at the crossing of this 
stream to the right, and works back to the straight line 
again on the top of the opposite bank. 
Beyond Sun Bank Gill, the road is easy for walking 

on and dry, in fact it is good all the way and dry from 
the.summit, and grass and heather alternately grow on 
the road surface. A half-a-mile from the Gill, a dike 
takes the place of the ditch of the road again. It is 
called Sun Bank Dike, it continues alongside of the 
road for half-a-mile to Cote hill where it turns off to the 
right near a Calliard quarry. The road passes over the 
right shoulder of Cote Hill (775) which is scarped, and 
the road embanked to make a level track. This feature 
must be looked for, otherwise you miss it in the 
surroundings. 

For another quarter of a mile across Blubberhouses 
Leys which is heathery moorland, the ridge is still trace-
able, then the cultivated land is reached, and the lovely 
moors left behind. It is 21 miles from the summit. 
Across Blubberhouses Moor the road is known by the 
name of Watling Street and that name is written on the 
6-inch ordnance map. 
The ridge can be faintly seen continuing in a 

straight line through the unploughed lands (but where 
the plough has been at work it is lost) up to the reservoir 
belonging to the Leeds Corporation. On the other side 
of the reservoir portions of the road have been occasion-
ally met with below the surface of the soil (Bogg, Higher 
Wharfedale, 1904, p. 59) for about a quarter of a mile 
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from the site of river to Crag Hall. 
Beyond Crag Hall, now a ruin, a nice short length of 

the ridge is seen on the left hand side just when leaving 
the grounds, at Crag lane, and if you continue the 
direction forwards across the lane, you see it aims for a 
gateway. A hill is opposite. After passing through the 
gate, the road swerves round to the right, and goes round 
the side of the hill on the left, in a cutting, rising all 
the time, until it resumes the straight line of the road 
again, in the field above. This is a very interesting 
little bit of engineering. After passing through this 
field, and the corners of two others, a quarter of a mile 
from Crag Hall or 350 yards from the lane, the road 
runs into the straight line of the Skipton and Knares-
borough highway which you see from the Moor Top 
(707'). The view backwards, from the fields just passed 
through, and before you join the highway, takes in the 
whole length of the Roman road on the Blubberhouse 
Moor. It can be seen and followed with the eye right 
to the summit of the moors, the alternate colourings of 
grass and heather growing on the road mark it out, 
and as you pass along the highway and look backwards, 
you can see that the highway like a telescope, directs 
your eye along it over the pastures and moorland in 
one straight line to the wall on the summit. 
The length of this straight highway, known as Watling 

Street in old-documents, is 2 miles 200 yards. In three 
quarters of a mile Watling Street House is passed on the 
right, then the road drops to a bridge across Spinksburn 
(600') about halfway. It rises then to Hart Hill at 
Dangerous Corner, where it crosses the Pateley Bridge 
road from Otley through Fewston. The highest altitude 
of the highway 725' is about three quarters of a mile 
further on, and about 300 yards beyond, at Cold Cotes 
road and Kettlesing Head the modern road turns off to 
the right and the line of the Roman road passes straight 
on into the fields at 9J miles from Ilkley by the track 
of the Roman road. 
The site of the road can now be followed for 3 
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miles either by ridges in the fields or fences or by 
footpaths, lanes or roads, to the river Nidd at Hamps-
thwaite, with only one bend. There are only four 
definite bends in the whole length from Ilkley to the 
Nidd 13 miles. From the summit of the moors across 
the Washburn to near Kettlesing the road is in a 
straight line for 7J miles. 

Leaving the highway at Kettlesing Head no trace is 
seen in the first field, but in the next a hollow track on 
the line represents one of the ditches deepened before 
the land was cultivated. It leads to the bottom corner 
of the field and in the next field the ridge is seen 
running across the slope of the ground, the edge higher 
on the down slope on the left hand. The next field is 
arable and the road has been ploughed out or else it 
lies below the plough depth, for no ridge is seen. How-
ever, it shows itself in the next field aiming for some 
outbuildings at the north corner of a farm house. It 
can be seen as a ridge in the croft at the front of the 
house passing on the south of a covered draw-well now 
disused. It then crosses Kettlesing Lane south of 
Kettlesing. It is conspicuous across the next two fields 
to Robin Lane, where there is a brisk stream at the first 
side. In the stream where the road crossed, the ruined 
culvert stones are lying in the bed with the water 
tumbling over them. 
On the other side of Robin Lane, a house is to the 

left and at a stile here a footpath starts which sometimes 
crossing the middle of fields and sometimes proceeding 
along a fence, is on the track of the road in a straight 
line for 1100 yards, the ridge visible some of the way. 
It now joins Crag Lane having a cottage on the left 
hand. This is the labourer's cottage mentioned by 
Grainge (History of Harrogate and Forest of Knares-
borough, 1871, P. 33) where was found in a garden 
fronting the lane the floor of a small building laid in 
powdered brick cement. No doubt a place of rest on 
the line of march. For 100 yards Crag Lane and the 
road are concurrent up to White Wall Corner at the 
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crossing of White Wall Lane. 
The road is then represented by a narrow lane nine 

feet wide for 180 yards. It used to continue for a half 
a mile, but one fence on one side or the other has been 
stubbed up and the land added to the field. It was 
known as Long Lane. It is represented by a footpath, 
some places with a fence on the right, and at others on 
the left, the change being noticeable at the junction of 
some cross fences. Five hundred yards from White 
Wall Nook the road bends on high ground a little to 
the left after running 7J miles straight. The new 
direction is about N.E. by E. The road, after crossing 
a ploughed field from where the footpath turns away to 
the left, aims straight for a farm house at a lane also 
called Long Lane which it crosses. 

It now passes over some highly cultivated fields and by 
fences for about 1100 yards without a visible trace, to a 
farm house called Cote Sike, which it passes at the 
north corner. It then crosses two fields and a lane 
leading to Swincliffe Top on the left, and fences take the 
line for another quarter of a mile to Hampsthwaite 
Lane Head, a farm house resting on the road as it enters 
the straight of the Town Street. The ridge is apparent 
for the last quarter of a mile. 
Throughout the 31 miles from Kettlesing Head 

through the fields to the junction with the Town Street 
at Hampsthwaite, the road surface could easily be bared 
at many places by excavation. 

It passes in line with the Town Street towards the 
Nidd for a 1000 yards to the Vicarage, here the Street 
turns due north to the bridge over the river. This may be 
the position of the Roman road aiming for a suitable 
ford, and after crossing the flat land beÿond, a return 
bend would bring the road back to the same straight 
line aiming for Ripley. In Holly Bank Wood beyond 
the river, Grainge says the remains of the road exist 
10 feet in breadth (History of Harrogate, p. 32). If 
the Roman road continued in a straight line with 
Hampsthwaite main street to the river, the Nidd would 
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then be crossed 300 yards below the bridge and aim for 
Holly Bank Wood. 
I again thank Colonel A. D. Meeres, R.E., Director 

General of the Ordnance Surveys for the loan of first 
editions of the six-inch maps also Mr. J. Turner Drake 
who accompanied me on my survey for assistance given. 
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FLINT ARROW HEAD, 

Found on the west side of Pennythorne Hill, on Baildon Moor 

overlooking Eldwick, by Percival Ross, A.M. Inst. C.E., 

22nd May, 1918. 
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ROMAN ROAD EXCAVATION, ON OTLEY Cl-iRvIN. 

In first field East of Moor Lane on Guiseley Moor. 



ROMAN ROAD EXCAVATION ON 

OTLEY CHEVIN. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, A.M.LC.'E. 

j[N the Bradford Antiquary part 16, 1913, vol. vi., an 
account of the Roman road between Ribchester 
and York is given by me from actual survey over 

the ground, and at page 55 it says "Remains of the road, 
now become faintly visible through the unploughed 
enclosures of Guiseley Moor, and a little excavation 
would easily lay bare several lengths of it for two-thirds 
of a mile." 
The Society decided in 1916, to make excavations 

for the road at this place to test this statement. In 
September a preliminary excavation gave an encouraging 
result by laying bare what appeared to be the road 
surface, but for lack of time the trench was not 
extended far enough to reveal the kerbs or edging stones. 
On the 15th, 22nd, and 29th September, 1917, the 
Society again excavated under my direction in the first 
field lying to the east of Moor Lane on Guiseley Moor, 
Otley Chevin, and belonging to Mr. Thomas Walmsley. 
The road was found as predicted, intact and undis-
turbed. It was only six inches below the surface of the 
field at the centre of the road. A length of five feet 
was carefully bared for the full width to the outside of 
the edging stones. The width was found to be 13 feet 
6 inches. The edging stones are principally composed 
of rounded boulders, the largest being about 15 inches in 
diameter. The surface of the road is made up with small 
broken stone rammed compactly together, having an 
even surface and no wheel tracks. The thickness of the 
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broken stone materials is 12 inches. and rests on the 
disentegrated surface of the millstone grit beds. The 
rounded surface of the road rises to the crown, 6 inches 
higher than the-edging stones. Adjoining the road on 
the north side, opposite to where it was bared, there is 
a grass-covered hollow of considerable extent, and dis-
cernable in the photograph, which has evidently been 
one of the quarries where the stone for the road was 
obtained. 
The photographs herewith show the excavated road, 

and on one of them, the summit of Otley Chevin 
appears in the disthnce. On the first day of the ex-
cavation several members of the Society took a part in 
the digging operations, which were completed afterwards 
on the other two days, by Mr. J. Turner Drake, Mr. 
Walter Bunney, and the writer. 



THE ROMAN MILE 

CALCULATED FROM THE MILESTONES FOUND 
SOUTH-EAST OF CARLISLE. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, A.M.Inst.C.E. 

Read at Penrith, September 7th, 1917.* 

• 
tHE lour Roman milestones found on the road south-

east from Carlisle give an opportunity to calculate 
the length of the Roman mile adopted in road 

measurement and also to test the mileage of the stations 
or forts. 
The milestones found in order from Carlisle are as 

follows:—the Petterill milestone found in the river 
Petterill a little above the bridge in 1894; this presum-
ably marked the first mile from Carlisle. Scalesceugh 
milestone found in 1915 is the next; it was found on 
the north side of Scalesceugh farm buildings between 
Carleton hill and the river Petterill; it presumably 
marked the fifth mile from Carlisle. The standing 
milestone between Templesowerby and Kirkbythore is 
the next; it is presumed to have marked the twenty-sixth 
Roman mile from Carlisle and the milestone found in 
1914 at Hangingshawf near Appleby near to the Roman 
road is presumed to have marked the thirty-first mile 
from Carlisle. 
The distance from the Petterill milestone to the 

Templesowerby standing milestone is 23 miles 1494 
yards, equal to 25 lengths of 1679 yards each. The 
separate distance from the Petterill milestone to the 

* Reprinted from the Cumberland and Westmoreland Antiquarian and 
Archæological Society's Transactions 1918, New Series, Vol. xviii, Art. 12, 
page 21, by the kind permission of the Editor—W. G. Collingwood, Esq., 
M.A., F.S.A., Lanehead, Coniston, Lancashire. 
t Trans. Cumb. and West. Antiq. and Archæol, Soc., Vol. xv., N.S. 1915, 

p. 132. 
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Scalesceugh milestone is 3 miles 1485 yards, or 4 lengths 
of 1691 yards each. The separate distance from the 
Scalesceugh milestone to the Templesowerby standing 
standing milestone is 20 miles 9 yards or 21 lengths of 
1677 yards each. There is no knowledge of the position 
on the road where the Hangingshaw milestone stood. 
When discovered by the writer it was built into the 
north corner of the front of the farm house about 300 
yards north-east of the Roman road from the point 
where it is intersected by the highway leading from 
Appleby to Long Marton and Dufton; at this point 
there is a quarry on the roadside next to Hangingshaw, 
and the farm house is at right angles from here. If it 
was found near the quarry the distance from the Temple-
sowerby standing milestone is 4 miles 1521 yards, or 
5 lengths of 1712 yards each. If it was found 176 yards 
nearer Kirbythore then the length wouldbe 1677 yards 
and the distance of 5 lengths would be 4 miles 1345 
yards. I am inclined -to think that the Petterill mile-
stone was found where it was erected, and that the 
ground on which it stood has been washed away by the 
action of the river which has varied its course. The 
starting point for the measurements in Carlisle .appears 
to have been near Bush Brow or the street opposite the 
Gretna Tavern or near the Gretna Tavern. The dis-
tance from these.p1aces to the Petterill milestone site is 
1677 yards. 

Iter. 2. The itinerary distances may now be con-
sidered, presuming 1677 yards to equa1 a Roman mile 
as calculated between the Scalesceugh milestone .and 
the standing milestone near Templesowerby. The 
distance from Scalesceugh to the centre gateway at 
Voreda (Plumpton) is 7 miles 1133 yards, equal to 8 
Roman miles 37 yards, to which add 5 miles, the Roman 
distance from Carlisle to Scalesceugh, and the total 
equals 13 Roman miles 37 yards from Carlisle to Voreda. 
Iter. 2 distance is 14 miles from Luguvallinm, a 1iffer-
ence of one mile. 
The distance from Vore-da to the Templesowerby 
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milestone is 12 miles 636 yards, equal to 12 Roman 
miles 1632 yards; to this add 1 mile 240 yards, or 1 
Roman mile 323 yards further to Kirkbythore, making 
a total of 14 Roman miles 278 yards from Voreda to 
Brovonacæ (Kirkbythore). The distance in Iter. 2 is 
13 miles, and the total distance Carlisle to Kirkbythore 
of 27 miles appears as correct, but Voreda should be 13 
miles from Carlisle and not 14, and Kirkbythore 
(Brovonacæ) should be 14 miles from Voreda and not 
13, a transposition of 1 mile. 
The distance from Kirkbythore to Brough (Verteræ) 

is 12 miles 800 yards equal to 13 Roman miles 119 
yards. The distance in Iter. 2 is 13 miles, the same. 

Iter. 5. The distance from Voreda to Brocavum 
(Brougham) is 6 miles 1251 yards equal to 7 Roman 
miles 72 yards. To this add 13 Roman miles 37 yards 
from Carlisle to Voreda and the total is 20 Roman miles 
109 yards from Carlisle to Brocavum. The distance in 
Iter. 5 is 22 miles an evident error of 2 miles. 
The distance from Brougham to Kirbythore is 6 

miles 1385 yards, equal to 7 Roman miles 206 yards. 
To this add 13 Roman miles 119 yards, the distance 
from Kirkbythore to Brough (Verteræ), and the total is 
20 Roman miles 325 yards, the distance from Brocavum 
to Verteræ. The distance in Iter. 5 is 20 miles, the 
same. 
The calculations based on the 4 milestones thus give 

40 Roman miles from Carlisle to Brough for both Iters. 
2 and 5. 

All the itinerary distances in these calculations have 
a number of yards over, therefore I conclude that as far 
as they go, the Roman mile in this locality may be con-
sidered to be about 1680 yards in length. This is more 
than the mile calculated from the standard Roman foot 
of 11.65 inches which is 1618 yards for a thousand 
paces .* 1680 yards equals 5040 English feet of 12 inches. 

* The length of a pace (passus), one thousand of which constituted a Roman 
mile, I take to be two strides which equalled the distance stepped by either of 
the feet separately. All our knowledge of the Roman mile agrees with this 
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If the distances were measured by pacing a thousand 
paces then I think that 5 feet is too short a distance 
for the average pacer. Strict accuracy was perhaps not 
considered necessary and the measurements would be 
paced and the milestones fixed as near enough. 
The whole of the measurements are horizontal 

measurements, therefore if measured up and down hill 
on the ground they would be longer and the Roman 
mile would be longer. The distances from the river 
Petterill to Hangingshaw are taken from the 6 inch 
ordnance map and have been supplied to me by the 
Director General of the Ordnance Survey, Southampton, 
and to whom my thanks are hereby acknowledged. 
The distance from Hangingshaw to Brough I have taken 
from the 1 inch ordnance map. 
I have to thank the President, Professor Haverfield, 

for having gone through the proof and made some 
suggestions which I have acted upon. I also thank Mr. 
Linnaeus.E. Hope, F.L.S., for many particulars. 

length more than with any other definition. The varying lengths of the mile as 
revealed when the different iters are checked, seem to support the idea that a 
correct standard of measurement for the pace was not in use to mark out the 
positions for the milestones. A standard was probably not kept for that special 
purpose, perhaps it was considered a waste of time to use a standard pace rod 
for military measurements. The soldier deputed to fix the milestones would take 
as regular steps as possible, and count a thousand left foot steps or right foot 
steps as he chose to adopt for counting, and so mark the mile and cause the 
stone there to be fixed up. No two soldiers would measure the mile alike, hence 
the variation of the length of a Roman mile throughout the country. 



SOME NOTES ON THE 

CHARTULARY OF FOUNTAINS ABBEY, 
BY 

H. F. KILLICK. 

Read before the Society, 10th April, 1918. 

tHE great Cistercian Monastery of Fountains was 
founded in 1132 and surrendered to the Crown in 
1539. It was one of the most wealthy of English 

monastic foundations, and probably the largest land-
owner of any of them. The chartulary or register kept 
in which regular and methodical entries were made of 
documents, legal proceedings, and arrangements relating 
to the estates of the house, was contained in 5 vols., 4 
of which are preserved. Vol. 4 is missing, but its con-
tents are partly supplied from other sources. 
The entries are arranged under the headings of the 

townships or localities to which they relate more than 
150 in number, and the four existing vols. contain more 
than 3000 separate entries, and are supposed to have 
been re-copied shortly before the surrender. With 
marvellous industry Mr. W. T. Lancaster, F.S.A., has 
translated and copied these vols., and the entries thus 
translated have been printed at his cost in two handsome 
vols., filling with indices 967 p.p. The records of 
course relate only to the monastic estates, their manage-
ment, and the transactions, duties and obligations in 
regard to them, but they sometimes throw light upon 
other phases of monastic life. I have tried to extract 
some entries and information which may give an idea 
of the contents. Most of theentries are undated. Many 
well-known names occur among the thousands of 
witnesses. To those who are familiar with similar 
records, the extracts probably contain nothing new, but 
they may interest a wider circle of readers, 
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The little company of earnest and holy men who left 
their Benedictine house at York to find some new and 
solitary spot where they might revive and increase the 
strictness of St. Benedict's rule, could hardly suppose 
that within two centuries or less, their small society 
would develope into the great and wealthy community 
of Fountains, with their splendid church and spacious 
buildings, their numerous lay brethren, granges, fisheries, 
mines, mills, quarries, and vast landed estates, and that 
the House would become energetic and successful 
farmers and improvers of land, and great flockmasters, 
and producers and dealers in wool then the greatest of 
English exports; but so it was, and with worldly 
property came, we are told, worldly ideas and ambitions, 
avarice and pride, so that at the end of the twelfth 
century after only about 70 years of existence, Walter 
Map, Archdeacon of Oxford, when acting as justice in 
Itinere, could say of them that he excepted the Cister-
cians from his oath to do justice, as it was absurd to do 
justice to those who were just to none, and could allude 
to them in one of his works as "Lancea Longini, Grex 
Albus Ordo Nefandus." * 
Much might be said of the witnesses who attest the 

various documents, but space will not permit. They 
include many great landowners, bishops, deans, arch-
deacons and priests, abbots and monastic officers, 
foresters, carpenters, shoemakers, skinners, many names 
of existing families—Coniers, Middleton,Ward, Slingsby, 
Vavasour, and so on. 
We may note that the sums of money mentioned 

may be multiplied by 20 to represent the present value 
or equivalent and within a century and a half after their 
foundation, the Monastery seems to have possessed 
money as well as land, for in October 1269, John Dreux, 
Earl of Richmond, granted the Viii of Aynderby to the 
Monks for a rent of 20d. yearly, and they "of their 
Charity" gave him £40 towards the expenses of his 
journey to Jerusalem, and when Roger de Mowbray at 

* Miss Norgate's "History of the Argevin Kings," vol. 2, p. 234, 
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an earlier date granted part of his forest of Nidderdale 
to the Monks (reserving wild beasts and birds) the Abbot 
also "of Charity" which seems a stock phrase, gave him 
towards the cost of a similar journey 120 marks (a mark 
was 13/4) to Nigel his son 10 marks, and to Robert his 
son 1 mark. No buildings were to be erected but lodges 
and folds. When Geoffrey of Rouen went on pilgrimage 
to St. James of Compostella, Roger gave lands to his 
wife, doubtless as a provision during her husband's 
absence which she afterwards gave to the Monks. 

Nativi or Bondsmen were sometimes included in 
grants of lands. Thus Hugh grants land at Asenby, 
and Solomon his man whom the Monks were to receive 
as a Monk if he wishes. In 1355, John de Aldefeld 
grants that manor and all his Nativi their services, 
families and chattels to the Monks. On the other hand 
the Monks granted to Elgar de Castley (near Otley) 
a right of common for 4 Villeins and 3 Cottars for their 
cattle in Stainburn. The men were to do 7 boon works 
with sickles in autumn and give 7 hens at Christmas, 
and Thomas de Arches gave property at Rainton, near 
Ripon, partly held by his Villeins together with the 
Villeins and their issue, and the service of the Cottars. 
But the Monks undertook certain rents and duties to 
the superior lord (Robert de Comers) namely, 11 hens 
at 'Xmas and 11 sickles (boon work for 11 men) in 
autumn and all other services except scutage. 

It is interesting to find that the Monks had consider-
able property at the English Lakes about Derwent 
Water. It was granted to them mainly by Alice de 
Romille, a granddaughter of William de Meschines, 
who founded Embsay Priory afterwards transferred to 
Bolton, and also founded the Priory of St. Bees. 
She made numerous grants to them of property at 

Crosthwaite, near Keswick, including the Church and 
Rectory and a mill where they constructed, a mill dam, 
a mill at Braithwaite where all her tenants were to grind 
their corn, an island in Derwentwater called Hesthol.m 
with free transit on the lake, lands at Watendlath and 
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Langstroth, between Wythburn and Lodore and other 
places. When she gave the advowson of Crosthwaite 
Church, she also gave her body to be buried at Fountains. 
In one case she reserved a rent of a pound of pepper 
yearly, to be paid at Carlisle Fair. 
The Monks sold the island to Thomas de Lascelles, 

reserving full rights of navigation on the lake. 
They seem to have kept the lake property partly in 

hand and had a Grange at Watendlath, driving sheep 
and cattle thence, to Fountains and vice-versa. 
The journey by rough tracks over moor and mountain 

would be difficult and tedious, but they bought 8 acres 
from Adam -de Stavely to construct a shed for their 
cattle; going and returning, and Robert of Greystoke 
gave them a right of way through his forest with pasture 
on the moor for one night, if necessary, and right of 
search for strayed animals. 
They had a good deal of property at Bradley, near 

Kirklees, in the Vale of Calder, where they had iron-
works, and Ralph the son of Nicholas grants them land 
in his wood there, and dead wood for burning and for 
charcoal for their forges, and nobody else was to have 
a forge in the same lands. He also gave them the iron-
stone that they found in the wood, and they might 
remove their forges with his consent, for a rent of 10/-
yearly. 
They also worked minerals in Nidderdale and 

Roger de Mowbray granted copper, iron, lead, and every 
kind of metal and stone in his forest there in shafts and 
M ines. The grant was in consideration. of corn taken 
by his men from the Monks at Ripon, and 83 marks 
given him in his great necessity, and for the health of 
his soul and those of his parents, wife and children. 
They worked quarries and had special rights to get 

millstones under some grants. 
Adam de Crosland gave them rights to take millstones 

for their mills at Bradley, which they might: convey 
throngh his property, except corn and.. meadow, and in 
some cases the grant was restricted to one. mill, and the 
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stones were not to be given or sold to anybody, but they 
might dig as deep as they liked. 

Until cloth making became an important English 
industry, the wool of which they were such large 
producers, went to supply the looms of Flanders and 
for the north, Boston or St. Botolphs town was a great 
port for shipments, and also for imports from abroad. 
There was a Guildhall, established by the Hanse 
merchants and a staple or authorised Market for sale of 
wool. There also at the great fairs, were to be had 
those foreign products which the Monks required. 
There therefore, or to Hull, went the wool from the 
great sheep runs of Fountains and Bolton, sold to Jewish 
or Lombard 'Houses, or to Hanse Merchants. It must 
have been carried on pack horses to the nearest point on 
Ure or Ouse, whence water carriage could be had. 
From that point their boats doubtless went down the 
Ouse to Trent Fall, and down the Humber to Hull, or 
up the Trent to Torksey, and by the ancient. Roman 
waterway, the Fossdyke, to Lincoln and Boston. The 
Ouse and U-re were certainly navigable to Boro-
bridge and .small craft might in those days get -up to 
Ripon. 
William de Eston granted -a right to fish in the 

waters of Ure and Ouse from Borobridge to the -walls 
of York, with 1 fisherman and his servant, and 2 -boats 
and a seine net, but they were not to make fisheries or 
fix piles. The grant was for the benefit of the soul of 
King Henry II, the healths of King John and the grantor 
and the souls of his ancestors and heirs, and Edmund, 
Earl of Cornwall, granted a right of free transit on the 
rivers Ure and Ouse between Borobridge and York, 
free of toll, but this right was not to extend to their 
Villeins. 
They had land and houses and mills at Boston, and 

Jordan, son of Aldanus, the Clerk of St. 'Botoiph 
granted them his chambers from the north side of his 
house as far as his land extended, and the "privatam 
cameram" of the same, and the court and kitchen on 
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the east with the chamber they had built there and a 
court which he was to inclose with a wall. He was 
also to repair the buildings. These rights were only 
granted for use during Boston Fair, and a rent of 5/-
was to be paid. The Monks had property at Doncaster, 
part of which was granted to them in 1241 by Alexander, 
the saddler, and Juliana, his wife. They let it to him and 
his wife at a rent of 12d., but if Juliana survived and 
remarried, it was to revert to the Monks. After 
Alexander's death they sold it to William de Aldwick, 
subject to a rent of 25/8 for which if not paid, they 
might distrain on his other property. I suppose that 
Alexander survived Juliana. 

Fishing rights w ere important, for fish, whether from 
sea or fresh water, were much wanted in Monastic diet. 
Rents and payments in or by the render of herrings 
or other fish were not uncommon in monastic 
arrangements. The Monks of Fountains had valuable 
rights at Redcar and Coatham to secure their supply 
from the sea. 

Stephen de l\Ieinill granted all the sand in his Viii 
of Eston (near Redcar) as far as his land reached 
when the tide flowed in, and as far as Tees, and 
liberty to erect fisheries as many and where they 
pleased, also land for buildings, with a road to it. 
He reserved to his men a right to fish without making 
a fishery or fixing a stake, and when he came to 
Fountains, whether living or dead, to remain, he was 
to be received and treated like a monk, whether he 
died there or outside. 

In 13, Henry III., about. 1230, Peter de Bruis granted 
by the old legal formality of a fine, a right for the 
Monks to make two fisheries at the Tees mouth, and 
fish with drag nets or nets and boats, and Peter 
agreed not to set up any fisheries within a league to 
the damage of those of the Abbot. But he reserved 
rights for the Coatham fishermen to take bait for their 
hooks on the sands as usual, and the rights of those 
who had been used to fish there without stake or 
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fence. For this grant, the Abbot received Peter into 
all their prayers at the Church of Fountains for ever. 
The Monks had other property at Redcar close to 

the mouth of the Tees, and the same Peter on the day 
of St. Catherine Virgin, 1267, further granted to them 
liberty of buying fish and herrings and other necessaries 
at Coatham and Redcar, and so that after he had taken 
his own share, the Monks might have the next turn 
and his constable was to see that they had their rights. 
William de Percy who founded Sawley Abbey in 

1147, granted Maiham Tarn and fishery therein to the 
Monks, and his daughter Matilda the wife of William, 
Earl of Warwick, confirmed the grant and other 
grants. But the Monks had to pay them ii marks of 
silver and to grant to the Earl and Countess for life, 
that when they came into that country, they might 
fish in the tarn. It is curious to read that among the 
grants confirmed, there was one which granted "all 
the pasture on that side towards the rocks." 
The rocks at Maiham, so familiar to us, are indeed 

often mentioned, for instance, the Monks agreed with 
the Canons of Bolton that the Canons might pasture 
horses between Maiham and Bordley, "but so that 
the horses do not go up into the hills towards the 
rocks, and if by escape they occasionally go up, they 
shall be removed without law proceedings." Then 
as now, the infant river flowed through Maiham. 
village and Thomas of Maiham granted a croft "on 
the west side of the stream which runs through the 
middle of the village of Maiham." 
We often hear of arrangements for charity and the 

relief of the poor and sick. There are many gifts of 
land for the benefit of the poor coming to the 
Monastery gate, where the porter seems to have ad-
ministered out-door relief and the sick were advised 
and supplied with medicine, or taken into the secular 
Infirmary maintained for the purpose. 
Robert of Masham, with his body to be buried at 

Fountains, grants a rent of 5/- from lands to the use 
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of the poor coming to the secular Infirmary there, and 
Adam de Giggieswick releases the Monastery from a 
rent of 3/4, which he does expressly to find coverings 
for the heads ofthose infested with worms coming to 
the gate for cure. 
The Monks themselves granted land at Braithwaite 

to William de Craven rendering yearly to the gate 
five silver shillings for supporting the poor there 
coming. The land was not to be sold or mortgaged 
to Christian or Jew without consent and the porter, 
Robert de Topcliffe let a farm also at Braithwaite for 
life, the tenant paying 5/- yearly to the gate-keeper 
for the use of the poor. 

Richard of Dishford gave lands for the benefit of 
the poor at the gate, and warranted the gift to God, 
the Blessed Mary and the gate. 
Baldwin gave 53j- acres to provide a light in the 

roof of the building where the poor and pilgrims sleep 
and another gift afterwards for the health of his soul 
and that of his Lord, William de Perci, and specially 
to provide alight and roofing in the same building. 
John of East Morton, gave an acre and a half there 

for the benefit of the poor lying in the secular 
Infirmary, and right of way for carts to the high road 
and there were gifts of land at Grantly for the benefit 
of the poor of Christ congregating at the gate of the 
Blessed Mary of Fountains and for the Guest House 
there. 
Lambin of Studley and his wife, for the affection 

they bore to the House, gave lands to the Guest House 
having chosen to be buried at the Abbey and gave a 
right to the Monks to carry their bodies there. 
The Countess of Warwick confirmed a previous gift 

and granted a fishery in the Swale, specially to find 
light and roofing in the House where the poor and 
pilgrims slept, which she did for the health of her soul 
and the souls of her father, mother and ancestors, the 
Monks on her death agreeing to do for her full service 
in masses and psalms as for a Monk of the House. 
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Emma Hall confirmed a grant of Jnds at Melmerby 
for the use of the poor at the gate; but the porter was 
to give her every year at Martinmas, an old robe such 
as he receives from the Monks for the poor. 
I only noted two grants of a Corrody or provision 

for life for a donor. In 47 Edward III, by indenture 
between the Monastery and Pheancia, widow of 
William de Aldefield, she released her dower in the 
manor which her husband had granted. Ihe Monks 
were to pay her i6 17s. .old. yearly for life with a 
penalty of 6o/- fine if not paid for 3 weeks after it 
was due. She was to have a chamber, kitchen, and 
stable for residence at Aldefield, unless she preferred 
to remain at the Abbey gate, probably in the gate-
house, or elsewhere. The Abbot was to provide her 
with io cart loads of fuel if she lived at the Abbey, 
and 16 if she lived at Aldefield, also 6 loads of under-
wood for fencing off a close and a curtilage and 
little garden adjoining at Aldefield. 
Adam of Melmerby granted land and was to have 

suitable victuals and clothing in the House at 
Fountains for life. 
At Maihain, Ulf and Uctred granted land and were 

to have 2/- yearly and 2 pairs of boots at Whitsuntide. 
The Monks also gave them 5 marks and a horse or 8/-. 
Walter de Thorp made a gift of a small rent charge, 

3/- Yearly, and was to receive at Kilnsey every week, 
no doubt from the Grange there, 3 loaves and 7 
"Geste loaves" i.e. such as were supplied to guests, 
and 3 ells of russet cloth and 2 pairs of shoes yearly. 

Agnes, Matilda and Avice, daughters of Nigel, gave 
half a carucate in Kirby Wiske and the Monastery 
was to find them food and clothing for life and 
counsel for their souls. The gift was renewed before 
the Chapter of St. Wlfrid at Ripon and as the 3 ladies 
never had a seal, the seal of the Church was affixed 
to the agreement. There was a confirmation of this 
grant by Walter Dinant and Emma his wife, perhaps 
another sister, and instead of the food and clothing, 
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&c., the Monks might place the girls in religion. For 
this confirmation, the Monks paid Walter an ox and 
a skep of corn, and gave Emma a silver mark and 
another skep of corn and she was sworn to the agree-
ment in the presence of 3 other married ladies. 
I have only found two grants to provide a pittance 

or occasional extra. indulgence for the Monks. 
Walter de Engayn granted a close at Boston and 

two mills there, for providing a pittance for the 
Monks on Easter Eve, for his soul and those of his 
father, mother, sister and ancestors. We may suppose 
that the pittance, the nature of which is not stated 
was for the benefit of the Monks attending the great 
fair, and Richard de Percy granted Littondale, for 
a pittance. 
The Countess of Warwick granted lands at Maiham 

to find a light for the altar of St. Mary at Fountains 
and Thomas de Maiham did the same to find lights 
round the bodies of the dead while they were in the 
Church there. Robert de Bury gave lands at Rainton 
to God and the light of the Blessed Mary at the High 
Altar of the Church of St. Mary of the Abbey at 
Fountains. To hold to God and the Keepers of the 
said light and the Keepers thereof for the time being. 
The Monks made careful and business-like arrange-

ments as to leases as we have seen at Boston and 
Doncaster. 
They had lands on the great North Road and 

in 1336 it appears that they had been unproductive for 
some time owing to the passage of common people and 
nobles during war between England and Scotland. 
The matter was discussed in Chapter, and it seemed 
there was loss instead of profit from the Grange of 
Baldersby, on the road. Leave to let them on lease 
was obtained, though why necessary I don't know, from 
the General Chapter at Citeaux. 

In 1269 Thomas of Ouseburn and his wife had a 
lease of a toft at Birkhouse at a rent of 12d. They 
sublet to the Monks from the Feast of the Holy Cross 
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in that year for the benefit and use of the Guests 
coming to the Guest House at a rent of 2/-. 
There are several references to transactions with 

Jews. They had no rights or Citizenship but were the 
King's Chattels, and their life and goods at his mercy 
but such a right was too valuable to be thrown away 
and the Jews were protected by the Crown though they 
could not resort to the Courts, until Edward I. about 1290 
expelled them from the country. They were numerous 
and wealthy at York and Lincoln and other old cities. 
The Monastery granted land at Coatham to Henry 

de Perci but he was not to mortgage to Jews or 
religious. 

Richard de Dishford acknowledges a debt to Meyer 
Rose, a Jew, of 9 marks to be paid by instalments of 
10/-, the 1st at Whitsuntide 1235, with 2d. per pound 
per week and he mortgages property to secure it. The 
rate of interest works out to about 40%. 

Another York Jew, Miles of Rotherham released the 
debt to the Monks signing the release with "his Hebrew 
Letter." 
Hugh of York gave land and buildings there between 

the Church of St. Martin and the House of Aaron the 
Jew. 

Henna, wife of Aaron, the Jew of York and Isaac her 
son-in-law released land there to the Monks so that no 
Jew or Jewess could claim anything for a debt due to 
Manuel, son of Leo, or any other Jew or Jewess. Isaac 
signed for both with " his Hebrew Letter." 
The Monks bought land from Alexander de Hamerton 

for 10 marks paid to Ursell the Jew who released his 
debt signing with "his Hebrew Letter." Aaron and 
J osias, Jews of York were witnesses. 

Aaron, Son of Jose, Jew of York, released lands in 
Merston and signed in the same way. (For an account ZD 
of the York Jews, see Yorkshire Archæological Society's 
Journal, vol. 3, p. 147.) 

Very numerous and interesting are the records of the 
constant litigation arbitrations and agreements settling 
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disputes. There were many quarrels with other 
Monasteries. 

In 1211, a dispute with F•urness Abbey was settled by 
an agreement. It arose about boundaries in the Lake 
District and several Bishops and Abbots witnesed the 
agreement. Many years afterwards the Furness Monks 
tried to get out of the bargain and the Arch Abbot of 
Citeaux appointed the Abbots of Jervaulx and Revesby 
to adjudicate. Furness admitted the agreement of 1211, 
but said that their Abbot had been a Monk at Fountains 
and had not acted fairly. The decision was in favour 
of Furness, whereon Fountains appealed and the Abbots 
of Holme and Benington were appointed to decide the 
appeal. They heard the case at Cockermouth and 
confirmed the previous judgment. But the Abbot of 
Holme then wrote to the Arch Abbot that he "fearing 
God before any human creature, begged with tears that 
their sentence too hastily given, might not injure 
Fountains, and knowing afterwards so many things, he 
feared they had erred, which they humbly confess and 
that they sinned ignorantly, being not learned in the 
law and led astray by counsellors whose tongues were 
influenced by reward" and they prayed that Fountains 
might not be deprived of their lands. They were 
backed by the Bishop of Carlisle. Then 2 more Abbots 
were appointed and apparently decided in favour of 
Fountains. Finally the end was somewhat comic, for 
the King seized the lands in dispute, The proceedings 
not being authorised by royal license, and Fountains 
had to pay a fine to release Them. John de Kirkby, 
Clerk, Custodian of the Castle and Honor of Cocker-
mouth, informed the Barons of the Exchequer who 
ordered the seizure. 

Tn 8 Edward III, an • action was tried at York 
Assizes, by the Abbot against Ralph de Maiham and 
another who had distrained his cattle. He claimed £10 
damages and succeeded. The same defendants were 
sued about the same time for carrying off turf at 
Maiham which one of them claimed a right to do. The 
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Abbot recovered 10/- damages. They were at the same 
time sued for carrying off 200 sheep which one of them 
alleged had been feeding in his Manor at Arnchff, the 
Abbot having a sheep fold at Hawkswick but no right 
of pasture in Arncliff. The Abbot got 20/- damages. 
The trials were at York. Shortly afterwards there was 
another action against Ralph and others for cutting 
trees at Kilnsey and damages were recovered. 
They had a law suit in 32 Edward III. about 

property at Boston. John Mosse distrained upon them 
but their action was settled and Mosse gave up his 
claim receiving a nominal rent of a rose yearly and 
being made a sharer in the blessings of their House as 
if he were a brother, and on his death was to have 
masses said and an obit. 
They had disputes with their neighbours the 

Cistercian Abbey of Byland before 1184. The first 
dispute recorded was referred by the General Chapter 
to 3 Abbots. They tried to mediate but Byland refused 
any concession and asked for delay, which being 
refused they did not appear on the hearing and the 
decision went against them. There was afterwards an 
agreement with them about boundaries near Studley, 
where they wanted provender for pack horses, rights of 
road and a bridge over the river near Birthwaite. In 
1225, there was another dispute about minerals in 
Nidderdale and another agreement, very elaborate in 
detail, and if any Monk broke the agreement he was to 
be sent on foot from his own to the rival Abbey and 
have nothing every. 6th day but bread and water for a 
year. 
There was a dispute with Sawley Abbey in 1279, 

which led to violence and damage by Sawley Monks 
and lay' brothers to Litton Mill belonging to Fountains. 
Brothers William and Adam, Abbots of Ricvaulx and 
Bylarid were appointed. by the Genetal. Chapter to settle 
it, a,rïd they madera.veiy careful. decision. Concerning "all 
cOntentions, trahsgresšions and quarrels" marking 
boundaries by great stones to be fi.xëd -by the Grangers 
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of Kilnsey and Stamford, with great crosses. If Sawley 
cattle crossed the boundary there was a fine of a penny 
per head and if the Fountains cattle did so, a fine of 
a halfpenny. 10 to be paid for the damage at Litton 
and the Sawley tenants were to grind at the mill there. 
Any Monk offending was to be punished by the Abbot 
of the other House and a penalty of ex-communication 
was to follow disobedience on either side. 

There is a curious record of a claim by John Hawys 
against the Abbot for a rent of 2/-. The Abbot failed 
to appear in court 3 times and on the last the plaintiff 
by the custom of York, the trial being at the Guildhall 
before the Mayor and Bailiffs, had to wait 40 days. 
Then the case came on again, the Abbot produced a 
release by the plaintiff dated Tuesday, the eve of St. 
Peter ad Vincula 1330, the action being settled. 

In 1268 there was a dispute with the Canons of 
Coverham about common of pasture on Middlesmoor. 
On the morrow of St. James, Apostle, 2 Canons came 
to Fountains to treat, and the matter was settled, 
Fountains to have common for 500 wethers in the 
pastures of Starboton. 
The wife of Roger le Bland (her maiden name was 

Sigherid) claimed from the Abbot a house and land at 
Kirkby Wiske. The Abbot produced her own grant 
which she could not contradict. She was ordered to be 
imprisoned and the Abbot was to keep the property. 
The case was heard in Banco at Westminster, 39, 
Hy. III. 
The Nuns of Kirklees gave leave to the Monks to 

place a dam across the Calder on the Nuns' land, and 
the Monks built a bridge across the river. In the time 
of Edward II. there were proceedings against the Abbot 
for not repairing the bridge but the jury found that he 
was not obliged so to do, that the Monks made the 
bridge for the conveniences of their Grange there. There 
had been a previous finding that the bridge was broken, 
ruinous and dangerous to cross, that nobody was bound 
to repair and the Abbot had repaired previously of his 



CHARTULARY OF FOUNTAINS ABBEY. 317 

special goodness. 
There were many disputes and arrangements about 

wild beasts, birds and game. 
When Roger de Mowbray gave to Fountains part of 

his forest of Nidderdale, he reserved stag and hind, wild 
boar, roe and birds of prey, but his foresters were to 
have no power there and were not to enter except to 
guard the beasts and birds. 

In 1283 the Monks had a dispute with Roger, his 
descendant, about the eyries of the birds of prey and 
wild animals in Bramley Fall Wood. They granted to 
him in settlement all wild animals and what belonged 
to free chase and all birds of prey nesting in the wood 
with rights of entry, &c. The Abbot was not to raise 
the enclosing fence or make a ditch over which beasts 
could not enter and his foresters there were not to carry 
bows and arrows. This Roger, I make to be the 7th 
Baron Mowbray and he was buried at Fountains. 
There was another dispute with his grandson William 

de Mowbray, and again an agreement and the Monks 
granted him stag and hind, wild boar and roe and birds 
of prey within some of their lands, but there their 
servants might carry bows and arrows on the land and 
the enclosures of their lodges there, and might keep two 
dogs at each lodge who were to be tied up during the 
day time. 
There was a lawsuit with Margery Paytfin which 

lasted for 6 years (28, 34, Edward III). The Abbot 
claimed land and houses at Monkton le Moor. She did 
not appear but her son came and said she was only 
tenant for life. The Abbot succeeded. 
The Abbot had a lawsuit (temp. Edward I.) with the 

Vicar of Topcliffe and others, about the site of a chapel 
and recovered half a mark damages. 

At York Assizes, 3 Edward II., the Abbot sued 
Falcasius (Fawkes) de Lindley and Henry de Vavasour 
to recover lands in Stainburn. Fawkes said the lands 
were in Lindley and cited a perambulation of bound-
aries between Edward of Lindley, his great grandfather 
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and a previous Abbot. The verdict was for the Abbot 
with half a mark damages. Lindley, and Weston, higher 
up the river are still owned by the families of Fawkes 
and Vavasour or their descendants. 

In 42 Henry III., there was a lawsuit about lands 
in Sleningford in the court of Lord Robert de Mowbray 
at Kirkby Maizeard and the Abbot succeeded. Among 
the justices was John de Wyvill, whose family still own 
Constable Burton. 
The records of law suits might be lengthened and I 

will only refer to one more. 
The Monks even dared to venture on a dispute with 

the Archbishop of York (who was the papal legate) about 
property at Warsall near Sawley. They finally cofl 
sented to an agreement made by Deed, the date of 
which is not given, but the Archbishop therein states that 
he was "afflicted with great grief by reason of the suit 
which our beloved sons the Abbot and Monks of 
Fountains have raised against us respecting Warsãll, 
which has gravely disturbed the peace both of õur 
Church and the said Monastery and at length after 
many troubles, good men mediating, we have come to a 
peaceful connclusion thus" and the Archbishop was to 
have the lands for life. 
Apart from litigation there were of course numerous 

agreements and arrangements about the Estates of 
which I will give a few examples. 

Roger de Baduent gave lands in Aidwick and cÕmmon 
for 20 ewes or wethers and the right to build a sheep 
fold. If the ewes had lambs the right of common 
extended to them and they might be with their mothers 
until they ceased to suck. The Monks were to have 
common (over one carucate. only) for pigs and other 
beasts. 
Hugh de Eland granted land near Bradley and the 

right to make a sheep fold and timber for building it, 
and the Monks-were to give h.in.the manure from the 
sheep, he finding 10 cartloads of litter yearlyj which the 
Monks were to cut, but he was to cart them. to the fold 



CHARTULARY OF FOUNTAINS ABBEY. 319 

and the sheep must not exceed 200. 
There was an agreement dated 7th March 1308 

(2 Edward II) with John de Mowbray about the free 
chase of Nidderdale. He was to have rights of free 
chase there but not at Brimham. The Monks might 
have dogs and keep bows and arrows at their lodges but 
were not to build any new houses or have resident 
farmers other than their own shepherds, to look after 
cattle in winter and to cut hay. The shepherds and 
lodge keepers were to swear before Lord Mowbray's 
head forester not to do wrong to wild animals and birds 
on the free chase. The Monks might have two smelting 
forges at Dacre for iron making and might burn charcoal 
for themselves, but not sell it though they might civilly 
give it. They might enclose in Nidderdale but not 
fence with walls or ditches higher than wild beasts 
could jump across and they might sell wood. 

Roger de Mowbray gave a right to take 20 cartloads 
of Hay in Kirkby Maizeard first giving notice to the 
Bailiff who would shew them where they were to cut. 

William Bowra granted them the bed of a mill dam 
30ft. deep near Sawley and a marsh there and common 
for 30 sheep and they were to have the manure and 
fern for litter. 

Richard, King of Germany and Earl of Cornwall, 
granted haybote and housebote in the forest of Knares-
borough, to be delivered by the forester free of charge 
and honey and bees in the woods, and a right to enclose 
a wood, but the fence was not to keep wild beasts out. 
This was in 13, Edward I. 
Edward III. granted a license for the Abbot to 

acquire lands in Stainburn on the release of a debt of 
£96 is 9d., owing by the Crown for corn- and victuals 
and on payment of a fine of £40. 

Roger de Mowbray granted to the Monks for their 
infirm brethren, six stags yearly, to be taken by his 
hunters in the forest of Nidderdale, the brethren to 
have both the hides and the flesh, except the parts 
suitable for dogs if taken with dogs, if shot, the brethren 
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to have what they wished. 
Simon of Langley Tors delivered scisin to the 

Monks, of land at Galpay, by delivery of a staff in 
the market place of St. Wilfrid at Ripon before many 
people. 

Roger de Mowbray and his mother gave land in 
Milby and the Church of Fountains took him and the 
souls of his parents into their prayers for ever, and if 
any adversity came to him, the House was to keep him 
as their friend and brother by word, but without giving 
money, and "of their charity" they gave him one mark 
and one colt. 
They agreed with William de Markenfeld to settle a 

dispute about boundaries and as to a ditch, and it was 
agreed that the quickset hedge above the ditch to the 
west should belong to the Monks, but the ditch was to 
belong to William, and if he repaired or enlarged it, the 
earth was to be placed on his own land. 

Elias gave lands in Stainburn to his sister Agnes and 
her children by Hugh the Chaplain, and the children 
afterwards gave it to the Monks. 

Richard de Waxand gave a moiety of a mill at Ilton. 
His Villeins and free tenants to repair the dam and 
other services as accustomed. He made a special 
bargain about the grinding of his own corn but was 
not to permit any handmills, or wind or watermills on 
his estate to interfere with the Ilton mill. 
Many properties were assured to the Monks and 

agreements made by the ancient process of a fine or 
lawsuit based on a fictitious assumption, and com-
promised by leave of the Court, for example, on St. 
Margaret's Day, (28, Henry II., 1182) a fine was levied 
at York confirming an agreement with John, son of 
Falco. He had cut a ditch and ploughed up some 
Moorland between the Gate of their Grange at 
Hammerton and the road. He agreed to level the 
ditch and that the ploughed land should remain 
common pasture and the road of the same width. 

In Martimas term (10 John) a fine was levied at 

K. 
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York by which the Abbot acquired land at Easby by an 
exchange with Peter and Alice, his wife, who were to 
hold what they took of the Church of Fountains, and 
pay a pound of cinnamon yearly. 
There is a note that King John disafforested the 

forest of Wharfedale but there were subsequently 
disputes, the Constable of Knaresborough Castle 
claiming that Wharfedale was within the Forest, and he 
had a right of free chase there which was disputed by 
the Archbishop of York (doubtless as Lord of the 
Manor of Otley) the Abbot of Fountains, the Prior of 
Bolton and others. The last record of the dispute was 
in 50, Edward III., but the decision is not stated. 



THORNTON OLD CHAPEL 

BY 

W. E. PRESTON. 

Read before the Society, 31st October, 1917. 

tHE Chapel of Thornton, locally known as the "Old 
Bell Chapel," in its now forlorn and partially 
demolished condition, presents a sad memorial 

of the religious feeling of a generation or so ago. 
Whatever may have been the claims of the modern and 
more suitable structure erected to meet the growing 
need of local religious instruction, they were, surely, 
scarcely such, as to prevent the old building, hallowed 
by time, and by the association of persons of piety and 
culture, from receiving such tender care as would have 
prevented it from reaching its present state of 
delapidation. 
The connection with the place of a former curate, 

the Reverend Patrick Brontë, whose illustrious offspring 
have made the village and Chapel famous in the history 
of English literature, should have ensured for it careful 
guardianship, and should also have stimulated in those 
persons responsible, a desire to perpetuate for future 
generations some more complete semblance of the 
building in which their forefathers worshipped, than 
exists at present. 

Further back than the middle of the 17th century, 
local historians have been unable in the absence of 
evidence to say much about it and as its early history 
is wrapped in great obscurity, the full story of the 
chapel has never been written. 
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THORNTON OLD BELL CHAPEL. 

Rev. Patrick Bronte, 1815-1820. 



THORNTON OLD CHAPEL. 323 

James Sagar, one of the most influential inhabitants 
of Allerton living in the first half of the 17th century 
makes a reference to the Chapel in his will of 1665. 
In the document, amongst other bequests, he left 
property in trust, the revenues from which were to be 
applied to certain charitable uses, one of these being 
the provision of one pound yearly for the minister 
officiating there.(') 

Sagar was not the only benefactor to the incumbent 
at that time for we find John Midgley of Headley in 
Thornton, a notable attorney, inserting a caustic 
statement in his will which he made in 1669, by which 
he observes: "That he holds it his duty and the duty 
of every good christian, to pray and praise God rather 
than hear sermons" and further adds: "That he gives 
and bequeaths unto the minister of Thornton for the 
time being and his successors for ever the yearly 
annuity or sum of ten shillings upon condition he read 
divine service every St. John's day in Christmas, both 
in the morning and afternoon of the same day annually 
at the Chapel of Thornton, to be paid out of the rents 
of his lands and tenements at Headley and Holling 
Park.' (2) 
What is supposed to be the earliest evidence of the 

age of the Chapel or its foundation is the information 
given on a stone built into the west wall seen in the 
photograph and which bears the date 1587. Whether 
or not it is a memorial of the building of the first 
chapel on this site it is difficult to say with certainty, 
the style of the numerals belongs to that date, but it 
seems improbable that a building erected so recently as 
1587 should be in need of restoration, if not actual 
rebuilding twenty years afterwards. 
The photograph of the Chapel taken shortly before 

its destruction shows another tablet lettered in situ near 
the other. The two stones are now fixed in the present 
standing eastern gable of the old Chapel facing 

(1) See James Parker's "History of the Sagar Charity." 
(2) Cudworth's "Thornton Valley": Bradford Antiquary; Old Series, vol. 1, p. 10. 
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westerly. The wording of the inscription is as follows: 
This Chappell was Builded by IIII—E 
Freemason in the yeare of Oure Lorde 1612. 

The reason for the defacement of the builder's name 
has often been the subject of speculation. It was not 
apparently the result of wilful destruction in subsequent 
years, from the care that has been taken in chiselling 
out the name, nor is it likely that the erasure was owing 
to the builder having committed some misdemeanour. 
Most likely it was owing to his having departed from 
the orthodoxy of the place and so forfeited a right to 
have his name commemorated on a tablet on a place 
of worship where a doctrine was upheld to which he 
was antagonistic. A total destruction of the tablet 
would have involved the loss of the date of building so 
the person's name only suffered. Clearly there was no 
animosity against freemasons as a body, otherwise 
most of the title would have suffered. The cause of the 
trouble was clearly the builder himself; but in the 
process of the work of defacement, the mason with a 
regretful spirit and a reverence for the craft to which 
he belonged, decided that the surname of a master 
should not be wholly destroyed, and so allowed to 
remain that part of his name which we see to-day. 
What exists of the surname, however, appears at 

first glance to be of little value in its identification, but 
the following observations may be worthy of consider-
ation in an effort to resurrect the name of this forgotten 
builder. If attention be directed to the letters L and 
I in the remaining part of the text a striking similarity 
in their form is noticeable. It will also be seen that 
the whole of the letters forming the christian name has 
been cut out, followed by the partial mutilation of the 
surname. Four strokes remain, which look ratherlike 
a number, then occurs another erasure and a final letter 
E is left at the end of the line, being clearly the last 
letter of the surname. These upright strokes may well 
be read as the remains of the letters L and I, therefore 
with the remaining letter E we get a clue likely to be 
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of value. Assuming that the four strokes are the letters 
L I L L and the erased letter as Y, we obtain with the 
remaining letter E the surname LILLYE, the name of 
an old Thornton family. 
There was living in the neighbourhood at that time a 

family of the name of Philip who were builders, a name 
which could have been defaced in a similar way, but as 
the final E was rarely used in the old spelling of this 
name, we may safely dimiss it from our hypothesis. 
John James remarking upon this tablet thinks that it 

commemorates the foundation of the Chapel for he 
says "I presume no Chapel of Ease stood here before." 
We are however in the light of further evidence able 

to say that the structure of 1612 commemorated on the 
tablet was not the orginal one. John Lacy of 
Cromwellbothom who disposed of the Leventhorpe 
Hall estate in Thornton in the year 1604, specifically 
mentions amongst other appurtenances of the property 
his "Queare (1) in Bradford Parish Church, commonly 
called Mr. Lacies Queare, and all the seates and formes 
within the same" and also "one stall or closett standinge 
in the South Side of the Queare within the Chappell of 
Thornton." 

This may be taken as the earliest evidence so far 
discovered establishing an unquestioned age for the 
Chapel although inferentially a considerable earlier 
date can be assigned to it. 

In the year 1608 there resided at Allerton with her 
uncle and guardian, John Drake of Pykedlee, a young 
lady of the name of Priscilla Banaster, she was one of 
the daughters of Henry Banaster, yeoman of Yatehouse 
in Midgley who was then dead. Priscilla was according 
to the testimony of Jo: Favour Vicar of Halifax, 
baptized on the 12th of January, 15945.(2) She inherited 
considerable wealth from her father, but dying in 
girlhood she never enjoyed her inheritance to the full. 

(1) That is Choir. 
(2) A memorandum of her baptism entered in the register probate of will; 

she was buried at Bradford, 16th June, 1608. 
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Her will apparently drawn up by her guardian, and 
approved by her contains numerous and substantial 
legacies to relations and friends.' It is exactly as one 
would expect from so high minded a family as the 
Drakes of Pykêdlee in whose household she lived, that 
no effort appears to have been made to bias the child's 
mind wholly in their favour in this testamentary 
document. But what is of especial interest to us from 
a historical point of view is the mention of Thornton 
Chapel in the will. She gives towards the "repayring" of 
the Chapel of Thornton the sum of forty shillings and 
to the poor of the town of Allerton twenty shillings. 

This will carries the date of Thornton Chapel back 
four years further than the date given on the inscribed 
slab. From the fact that the bequest was made 
towards the repair of the Chapel, and not towards the 
keeping of it in repair, it is likely that the building was 
in need of restoration and had become somewhat 
ruinous in 1608. 
What lends further interest to Priscilla Banaster's 

benefaction is an acquittance dated 13th March, 1612 
(New Style 1613) from Richard Lillye and William 
Drake, churchwardens of Thornton to John Drake of 
Pykedlee, churchwarden of Allerton, of the payment of 
twenty shillings of the township of Thornton's rateable 
part of the legacy of forty shillings. 2 The document 
states that the bequest was towards the "building and 
inlarging" of the Chapel of Thornton. This is not in 
accordance with the testamentary statement. 

Apparently the townships of Allerton and Thornton 
both being within the Chapeiry of Thornton bore the 
charges of the alteration, each township bearing its 
proportionable part, less the sum of twenty shillings 
allotted to each under the said will. Five years appears 
to have elapsed from the date of the bequest before it 
was finally handed over to the proper authorities to be 
applied to the uses specified. This receipt substantially 

(1) Will proved at York, 20th June, 1608. 
(2) Lady Powell's MSS. 
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supports the date given on the 1612 slab. 
From the middle of the 17th century to the present 

day the names of the incumbents of Thornton Chapel 
are known, but prior to that date the names of its 
incumbents have not been identified. I have never 
seen in any account of the Chapel the name of John 
Nicholls mentioned in connection with it, but prior to 
1646, the year of his death, he was officiating for some 
time there. His name occasionally occurs in con-
temporary documents wherein he is described as a 
"Maister of Arts" of Horton. 
Amongst the particulars respecting the history of 

Coley Chapel collected by Oliver Heywobd, he mentions 
the connection of this minister both with Coley and 
Thornton Chapels. He says:—"The first preaching 
minister after one Sir Adam (doubtless meaning Adam 
Morris) that was a reader at Coley, was one Mr. Nicholls, 
who was a good scholar, an able expositer, and did good 
by catechizing and expounding. His successor at Coley 
acknowledged that he followed him in two places and 
that he had laid a good foundation of knowledge in the 
people where he came. Yet he was addicted to drinking 
and company keeping. He would have said to his 
companions, "You must not heed me but when I am 
got three feet above the earth" that was into the pulpit. 
He removed from Coley to Thornton Chapel, in 
Bradford Parish, where he lived many years, got a 
great estate, had many sons. They all proved very bad; 
have spent all; he died within this thirty years; was 
very ancient." 
John Nicholls was buried in the Bradford Parish 

Church on the 3rd November, 1646, and in his will(') he 
mentions by name his many sons to whom he bequeaths 
considerable lands lying in Horton, Boiling, Bradford, 
Eccleshill, Idle, Wrose, Bingley and Southrome. 
Amongst his estates was one at Norcroft in the township 
of Hawkesworth where a branch of his family resided 

(1) Will proved at York, Nov. 1646, dated 23rd, August, 1644. 
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for two centuries. Other .branches resided at Stead in 
Burley and at Stone Stile in the parish of Calverley 
until the beginning of the 19th century. There is 
nothing to support Heywood's statement that all of 
Nicholls' sons "proved very bad" and squandered their 
patrimony. In the Otley registers is a memorandum 
made by William Harrison the Vicar, of "some seats 
lately made that were not made of the common charge 
when there was some alteration for uniformitye" which 
states that amongst others "Mr. Nichols, preacher at 
Thornton made one for his land at Norcroft." 
The architecture of the building as seen in the 

photograph belongs to the second half of the 18th 
century with the exception of the cupola which was 
added in the early 19th century, and the stone dated 
1759 doubtless records structural alterations begun in 
that year. Beyond the tablets already referred to, 
nothing remains of the earlier Chapels standing on this 
site, unless it be the interesting Post Reformation 
window at the East end which might well have 
belonged to the original Chapel. The stone mullions 
show traces of restorations made to enable it to meet 
the requirements of subsequent architectural alterations. 
The later history of the Chapel has been dwelt on by 

James, Cudworth, Scruton, Gregory and others and 
further information must be sought for in their writings. 



SOME BRADFORD BRIDGES 

BY 

Miss JULIA S. SUNDERLAND, B.A. 

Read before the Society, 10th Aril, 1918. 

I N searching the volumes of the Hopkinson MSS 
I have discovered references to certain of the 

Bradford Bridges, which may be of interest. It will be 
noticed that the localities of the bridges are not 
indicated, so that it is a matter for conjecture as to 
which bridges are stated to be in need of repair. 
The first of these references is as follows: vol. 36, p. 32. 

Report of Sessions at Leedes, 
13th January, 40th of Elizabeth. 

Bradford Bridges. 
Q uod sunt quatuor pontes cÖes de lapidibus struct 

infra viii de Bradford et pro defect reparacÖis ruinose 
et in maxirno decasu existunt et quod inhabitant infra 
Dominium de Bradford eosdem pontes de iure reparare 
debent. 

Order thereupon. 
"Forasmuch as Robert Littlewood Gentleman and 

his fellowe jurors have presented that there are four 
bridges of stone within the town of Bradford soe ruinous 
and in soe great decaye by reason of certain flouds 
which have happened of late years past that without 
speedy amendment and reparacon they will utterly fall 
down and be carried away by the water, which will be 
to the great hinderance and losse of all the whole 
countrye and they have further presented that it is very 

I 
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requisite and necessarie that a contribution of an 
assessment shold be made through the whole Steward-
shipp of Bradford for the repaireing thereof. Itt is 
therefore ordered by this Cort that two of the next 
Justices of Peace shall take a veiwe thereof and certifie 
at the next Sessions what sume of money will repaire 
the decayes and ruines of the said bridges that order 
may be then taken for the levyeing and collecting such 
a sume of money within the said Stewardshipp of 
Bradford as shalbe thoughte meete for the speedie 
repaire of them." 
This report was seen and quoted by John James in 

his History of Bradford. It is also referred to by Mr. 
W. E. Preston in a paper on "The Rebuilding of some 
Aire and Calder Bridges" printed in the Bradford 
Antiquary for October, 1914. The following order of 
the Court, however, escaped the notice of Mr. James 
and Mr. Preston. I quote it in full. 

From vol. 38, p. 47, Hopkinson M.S.S. 
"Whereas at the generall Sessions holden at Leedes 

on Thursday the twelfte day of January last past, foure 
stone bridges at Bradford were found by Jurye to be 
ruinous and in great decaye, and that the townes within 
that Lordship ought to repaire the same; whereupon itt 
was ordered that a veiwe shold be taken by two of her 
Majesties Justices next adioyneing and to 'certify this 
Cort what sume of money wold serve for the repaireing 
and re-edifyeing thereof: And forasmuch as by the said 
certificate itt appeareth that tenn pounds will serve 
sufficiently for that purpose: Itt is thetfore ordered by 
this Cort that the same shalbe chardged upon these 
townes being within that Lordship vidit Bradford, 
Haworth, Allerton cum Wilsden, Thornton, Heaton 
cum Clayton, Manningham, Horton, Bowling cum 
Bolton, Wyke, Shipley, Eccieshill, Wibsey and Bierley 
presented by the said Jurye to be chardged therewith: 
And that some one or two justices of peace next 
adioyneing shall assesse and rate what every particuler 
towne of the said townes shall be chardged thereunto 



SOME BRADFORD BRIDGES. 331 

and upon.an estreate by the said justices thereof to be 
made, then the same shalbe forthwith levied and 
collected by Edward Bower and Thomas Ledgiard 
whom this Cort doth appoint collectors for that purpose 
and to the end the same bridges may in due tyme be 
repaired this Cort doth further order that Richard 
Craven, Henry Bankes and Thomas Hunter shalbe 
Surveyors and Overseers of the workemenn and money 
to be imployed upon the repaire of the same bridges." 

This, then, gives full particulars as to the amount of 
money necessary to carry out the repairs, and also the 
names of the men responsible for collecting the money, 
and for seeing that the work was properly done. Ten 
pounds does not seem much money for the repair of 
four bridges, but it must be remembered that the 
purchasing power of 10 in those days was much greater 
than it is to-day. At the end of the sixteenth century a 
master mason was allowed to earn not more than 6d. a 
day "with meate and drinke," and not more than lod. 
without "meate and drinke," and a labourer's wages 
were 3d. a day "with meate and drinke." * At this 
period the price of hard stone was about 4d. a foot, 
whereas in 1915 Yorkshire stone (in block) was from 
3/- to 3/6 a foot. 
There is an Edward Bower mentioned in several 

documents relating to that period, who was probably 
the father of the Edward Bower appointed to collect 
the money levied for repairing the bridges. In a 
muster of men of arms (temp. Henry VIII.) he is 
reported as possessing "a horse and harness," and from 
another source f we learn that one of his daughters 
married Thomas Lister of Manningham, and was en-
dowed by her lather, before her marriage, with a portion 
of Hall Fields called "Parrocks" and some other land. 
Edward Bower is also mentioned in wills dated 1531 

and 1536, being named as supervisor along with Sir 
Thomas Tempest and others. 

* Prof. H. Rogers' "History of Prices." 
t"Joseph Lister" by T. T. Empsall, Bradford Antiquary, vol. 2, p. 141. 
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In the Bradford Parish Church Burial Register there 
is the entry:—Edward Bower, January 3rd, 1599, i.e. 
the year following the order made at the Sessions for 
the repair of the bridges. 
There were two men named Thomas Ledgard living 

in Bradford at that period, one at Bierley and the other 
at Idle, the latter holding the 80th part of a Fee. He 
also held for the term of life (Survey of Mannor of Idle 
1584) one messuage, one barne, etc. with garden, two 
crofts, two oxgangs of land and meadow. 

Entries in the Bradford Parish Church Burial Register 
are Thomas Ledgard, Bierle, bur. Dec. 11th, 1612. 

Thomas Ledgerd, Bd. in eclesia, June 8th, 1613. 
There is still one more report relating to a Bradford 

bridge at a few years' later date. This was brought up 
at the Leeds Sessions on July 23rd in the 3rd year of 
James I. (1606) and is to be found in vol. 38, p. 101, 
Hopkinson MSS. 

Bradford Kirkbridge. 
"For the repaire of Kirkbridge in Bradford and other 

wayes there in great decaye : Itt is ordered that the 
sume of eight pounds shalbe assessed and collected of 
all the inhabitants within the parish of Bradford (except 
only Haworth) and shalbe paid over by the High 
Constable who gathereth the same unto Mr. Halsbye 
and Thomas Cooke who are appointed overseers to see 
the same imployed upon the repaire thereof." 
So much for the actual reports and the steps taken to 

execute the repairs. 
The question now to be considered is: which were 

the four bridges mentioned in the first instance? That 
Kirkbridge was one of these is somewhat unlikely, seeing 
that it came under special consideration after an interval 
of only seven or eight years. The amount of money 
required to repair it was also probably greater than for 
any of the other four bridges, seeing that 18 was required 
for the Kirkbridge (and other wayes) whereas 110 was 

"Local Military Tenures" (from a Survey 1631, by order of James I.) by 
T. T. Empsall, vol. 2. p. 234, Bradford Antiquary. 
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sufficient for the four. 
It will perhaps not be beside the point here to 

enumerate the bridges known to be in Bradford at 
different periods, and then we may arrive at some 
conclusion as to which are referred to in the Session 
report. 

Mr. James, in writing on this subject, quotes from 
Leland, (1506-1552) who in his Itinerary writes "There 
is a confluence in this toune of 3 brokes. One riseth 
above Bouline Hall, so that the hed is a mile dim, from 
the toune, and this at the toune bath a bridge of one 
arche; another [riseth] a two mile of, havinge a mule 
and a bridge of the third riseth foor miles of, 
havinge 77 
James says, "The whole of these "brokes" except the 

last are inconsiderable streams. The first bridge is 
Cuckoo Bridge and the stream joins Bradford Beck at 
the town. The second brook has its source upon 
Bradford Moor," but James makes no mention of a 
bridge crossing this stream. The third stream, accord-
ing to James, is the chief spring head of Bradford Beck, 
rising at Bell Dean or Old Allen in Allerton. 

Mr. Percival Ross, in a paper read before this Society, 
Nov. 11th, 1904,* says that "Bridge Street crossed the 
Bowling Beck by an arched structure called Cuckoo 
Bridge, and made a junction with Tyrrel Street at the 
Bridge across the Bradford Beck at the bottom of 
Ivegate." This latter bridge appears to be the same 
one mentioned above by James, and which I take to be 
Sun-bridge, at one period called lye-bridge. 

Mr. Ross also, in the same paper, says that at the 
bottom of Kirkgate the Bradford Beck was again 
crossed by Church Bridge, (the Kirkbridge ordered to 
be repaired in 16061'). Brewery Lane is also mentioned 
as crossing the Bradford Beck but it was only a farmer's 
private occupation road into the holme land between 

* "The Old Roads of Bradford," Bradford Antiquary, 1910, vol. V., 
part 14, new series, P. 297. 

f Hopkinson MSS. vol. 33, p. 101. 
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the beck and the mill goit, and the bridge would be of 
wood. An old road from Halifax and Clayton crossed 
the Bradford Beck at the bottom of Listerhills. This 
would be the Silsbridge or the one over the goit; perhaps 
the name is older than the goit and then the name 
would apply to the bridge over the Beck. 
The name Shearbridge suggests that there was a 

bridge there, and if so, was it a stone one? This was 
perhaps the name of the bridge in Horton Rdad, and 
not likely to be the one in a very narrow lane now 
Shearbridge Road. This is in Horton township and 
would not be included in the four bridges in Bradford. 
One more bridge of which I have found mention is 

Hoppy Bridge at the foot of Church Bank, but I have 
no particulars as to whether this was large or small, or 
built of wood or stone. 
The conclusion is that the four bridges would be 

Cuckoo Bridge in Bridge Street, Ivegate Bridge at the 
bottom of Ivegate, Church Bridge at the bottom of 
Kirkgate and Silsbridge at the bottom of Silsbridge Lane. 
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JOHNSON ATKINSON BUSFEILD. 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Bradford Volunteer Corps, 1794 

From an Oil Painting in the Jossessi0n of William Ferrand, Esq,, DL., J.P. 



THE EARLY VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT 

IN BRADFORD 
BY 

H. J. M. MALTBY. 

Read before the Society, 3rd May, 1916. 

o 

'IfsONG before the iron heel of the Norman Conqueror pressed upon the Saxon shore it was well under-
stood that every one was to arm at his Country's 

call. The introduction or development of the Feudal 
system under the Norman dynasty did not alter the 
essential character of the military service that had 
prevailed before. The service had been based upon 
the recognition of the obligations imposed by citizenship 
and by honour to fight, and if need be to die, in the 
common cause. 

In course of time, thriving and busy towns began to 
take the place of drowsy hamlets, and the population 
deserted the fields to seek the walled cities, where to 
some extent, life was easier, and property safer, but the 
youths who forsook the plough for the loom and the 
meadow for the counting house took with them the 
martial spirit of their sires. No student of history can 
have failed to observe how frequent and how important 
a part the train bands of the cities played in the conflicts 
of former days. It is to them that we must look for 
the true prototype of our modern volunteer. Readily 
the draper's apprentices, the grocer's assistants, and the 
lawyer's clerks of the middle ages formed themselves 
into military companies and underwent their training, 
and as early as the reign of Edward JJJ,(') the citizens 
of London had established their Companies of Archers. 

(1) R. Potter Berry, "History of the Volunteer Infantry- P. 25. 
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It must not be assumed that our national records 
furnish us with no other examples of voluntary Military 
Associations than those identified with the City of 
London. At all times of imminent national danger the 
peaceful citizen of this country has displayed an eager-
ness to discard the tools of his civilian calling for the 
sword and the gun. In the reign of Elizabeth (') 

volunteer military schools were established throughout 
the country in preparation for the Invincible Armada. 
The musters of the Midlands, 30,000 strong, were to 
form a separate army for the defence of the Queen's 
person, and in the same reign we find specific mention 
of Volunteers, for there is preserved an Order in Council 
issued "for the encouragement of Harquebuse and 
Matchlock Volunteers," and a body of some 4,000 
strong was raised in the maritime towns arñied with 
these weapons. 

In the year 1649, commissions were issued by the 
Council of State authorising Volunteer Corps to be 
raised, although no trace can be found of any such 
corps having been raised in Yorkshire at so early a time, 
there was one raised at Birmingham, and in 1651 
Lincolnshire(2) raised a troop of Volunteer Horse to be 
employed for the safety and service of the country. 
On the dissolution of the army at the Restoration, 

Volunteer Corps were formed in all directions under 
the leading men of the counties, and trained bands 
assisted in the duties then lately discharged by the 
Parliamentary Forces. In Yorkshire 3) Sir Francis 
Boynton, one of the Deputy-Lieutenants for the East 
Riding, under Lord John Bèllasis, the Lord-Lieutenant, 
raised not only a Regiment of Foot, but a troop of 
Gentlemen Volunteers who rode their own horses. 
The opening of the American War of Independence 

in 1766(q) found England in a state of unpreparedness 

(1) R Potter Berry, "History of the Volunteer Infantry" p. 29. 
(2) State Papers Dorn, Vol. LXVI., Extract from Calendar. 
(3) Scott's British Army." 
(4) Cecil Sebag-Montefiore, 'A History of the Volunteer Force'' p. 95. 

A 
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to hold her own in a distant colony and at the same 
time to defend herself against attack from the European 
powers. In the year 1779, the discontent which 
pervaded England, as a consequence of the enclosures 
of the commons and open fields, a step which ruined 
vast numbers of the poorer agricultural population, 
made it prudent for the government to discontinue the 
arming of bodies of the general population, and the 
formation of Volunteer Corps was only allowed with 
the approval of the Lord-Lieutenant under officers 
commissioned by the King. The fact is an indication 
that the "Volunteer" of that day, like the Irish 
"Volunteer" in our own times had his eye upon the 
"enemy" at home rather than upon the foreigner. With 
Wilkes shrieking for "liberty" at home, philosophers 
discussing the "rights of man," and the American 
colonists using their power to enforce their freedom, 
the Yeomanry had very heavy work before it. The 
very object which they had chiefly to perform marked 
them off as distinct from the Militia, though in military 
organisation a close connection existed between these 
voluntary efforts and the Militia regiments then in force. 
The voluntary movement was firmly fixing itself 

in this country prior to the passing of the Volunteer 
Act of 1782. This Act was passed for "the encouraging 
and disciplining of such corps or companies of men as 
shall voluntarily enrol themselves for the defence of the 
Kingdom during the present war."(l) It was generally 
understood that Volunteer Corps so raised should, in 
the event of war, be called into actual service, receive 
pay at the same rate as the regular forces, and while in 
receipt of such pay should be subject to military training. 
Under this Act the first Volunteer Corps was raised 

in Bradford; many of the inhabitants loyally responded 
to the call, and held themselves in readiness for service. 
It was not, however, necessary to keep these Volunteers 
together for any length of time, and the Corps was 

(i) The American War of Independence. 

I Li 
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disbanded in the same year, according to the terms of 
the Statute. Many of the officers and men, however, 
again offered their services when, twelve years later, 
there arose the necessity of appealing to the patriotism 
of the people. 
By the end of 1792 the revolutionary drama enacted 

on French soil had scared out of their wits the crowned 
heads of Europe, who were fearful lest their own 
countrymen should be touched with such pernicious 
doctrines as "liberty, equality, fraternity," and there 
was a vast deal of plotting and diplomacy afloat 
directed to the stamping out of the French infection. 
This brought the French Committee of Public Safety 
hot-headed into a counter attack on crowned heads in 
general. The British Government, fully alive to the 
dangers, took steps to place England in an efficient 
state of military defence. A report having been 
circulated that the City of London was threatened, a 
proclamation was issued on the 1st of December, calling 
out the Militia, and immediately following this course, 
Parliament. was summoned to assemble, in order to 
decide upon a substantial increase of the naval and 
military forces. It was considered essential to increase 
our army by 25,000 men, and prompted by patriotic 
feeling large bodies of citizens came freely forward with 
offers of personal service to the government, and again 
Volunteer Corps were raised in 1794 by Act of 
Parliament.(') 
A circular letter was sent to each Lord-Lieutenant 

on March 14th, 1794, suggesting the desirability of 
opening a general subscription in the counties to assist 
in carrying out a plan of defence by auxiliary forces. 
A plan was drawn up embracing four descriptions of 
auxiliary forces; to be raised in accordance with the 
requirements of particular districts. (1) Volunteers for 
augmenting the Militia. (2) Independent Corps of 
Volunteers for local defence. (3) Fencible Cavalry to 

I 

(1) 34, Geo. III, c. 31. 
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serve only during the war, and (4) Other bodies of 
Cavalries within particular counties and districts, to 
consist of the gentlemen and yeomanry. These latter 
provided their own horses only, and could be called out 
in case of actual invasion, or to supress riots and 
tumults in their own districts. All were entitled to pay 
at the same rate as the Militia during time of exercise, 
and the act was to be in force only for the period of the 
war. Bradford again responded to the Appeal, and a 
Volunteer Corps was raised under the Act.(') 

It is certain that the Volunteers greatly assisted in 
putting down tumults. In 1793, an Act was obtained 
for establishing the Court of Requests at Bradford. (1) 

Previous Acts of this nature were most iniquitous 
and oppressive, and the commissioners appear to have 
carried the provisions of the Act into effect with little 
humanity or prudence. Numbers of persons were 
committed to prison for a period of three months, in 
liquidation of debts so small as four shillings, and it 
was given in evidence before a committee of the House 
of Commons, that there were at one period in the court 
prison, fifteen persons, the parents of seventy-three 
children, owing only seventeen pounds. The 1793 Act 
was therefore passed to remedy the defects of former 
Acts. One clause in this Act provided for the clerk's 
salary not to exceed 400 per annum, that of future 
clerks not to be more than 300. The provisions of 
these Acts, not forgetting the clerk's generous salary, so 
exasperated the people of Bradford against the promoter 
of them (Mr. Wilson, the clerk,) that a large body of 
persons riotously assembled, with the intention of 
pulling down Mr. Wilson's house, and were only 
prevented doing so by the Bradford Volunteers being 
called out. Two years after the Corps was formed there 
must have been much distress in Bradford, for wheat 
sold in 1796, from 12s. to 13s. per bushel, while in 1799 
it was sold for 17s. a busheL(2) Work was very scarce, 

(1) James' "History of Bradford'' p. 156. 
(2) Ibid, p. 159. 
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and wages .being rarely above is. per day, the poorer 
class of the inhabitants lived chiefly on barley, bean 
and pea-meal, of which only a scanty supply could be 
obtained. Little wonder is it that revolutionary ideas 
took root and the sufferers tried by force to render the 
conditions more equable. 
The Bradford Corps at this period consisted of eight 

or nine hundred men, and attached to it were two four-
pounder field-pieces, and thirty-two artillery men. (') 
Scarlet coats turned up with buff, white breeches and 
leggings, black caps and "bpb-tails" constituted their 
uniform. On their buttons they had inscribed the 
words "Ready and Steady," and .on this account the 
Corps was termed the "Ready and Steady." The 
Lieutenant- Colonelcommanding was Johnson Atkinson 
Busfeild, great-grandfather of Mr. William Ferrand, 
D.L., J.P., of St. Ives, Bingley, who has willingly given 
permission to reproduce the portrait of Colonel Busfeild 
in the Volunteer uniform of the period. Joseph Stephen 
Pratt, was Major, the three Captains were John Sturges, 
John Hardy and John Barcroft, the Lieutenants were 
Francis Atkinson; William Bolland, John Robert Ogden, 
John Green Paley, Samuel Hailstone and William 
Henry Dates. Richard Grice and Greenwood Bentley, 
a noted lawyer in Bradford at that time, were the 
Ensigns, and the Rev. William Atkinson, Sunday 
Afternoon Lecturer at the Bradford Parish Church, 
was Chaplain to the Corps. 

Mr. Thomas Mason who resided at Bolling Hall, 
Bradford, from 1821 to 1834, was •a member of the 
Bradford Volunteer Corps about this period. An 
illustration of the gorget and sword-belt ornament which 
wereworn by him is reproduced by the kindness of Mrs. 
E. B. Tempest, of Broughton Hall. 
The anxiety at the War Office that the Volunteers 

should be not merely numerous . but effective is 
abundantly shewn by the frequency of inspections or 

(1) James' "History of Bradford" p. 158. 
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reviews. On May 26th, 1795, the year after the 
Volunteers were formed in Bradford, there was a great 
Military Festival as it was styled, on Chapeltown Moor, 
consisting mainly of manœuvres by the Bradford, Leeds, 
Halifax, Wakefield and Huddersfield Volunteers, under 
the inspection of General Cameron. On June 27th of 
the same year, and in 1796 the same Volunteers were 
reviewed by General Scott on Heath Common. A full 
account of the Military Festival makes interesting 
reading.(') 
"On Tuesday, the 26th May, 1795, the Military 

Festival commenced at 3 o'clock. At half-past six the 
Bradford Corps, commanded by Colonel Busfeild, 
arrived at their headquarters, Crosland's Hotel. The 
concourse of people was then so great as nearly to 
prevent their marching up Boar Lane into Briggate. 
They had two field-pieces, one in front and the other 
in the rear, each drawn by two grey horses. 
On Wednesday morning,, at half-past eight, the 

different Corps assembled near the Mixt Cloth Hall, 
and marched from thence to Chapeltown Moor, where 
they had a field day and went through their different 
evolutions with the greatest exactness. 
On Thursday (the Grand Review Day,) the different 

Corps assembled near the Mixt Cloth Hall, and at half-
past ten o'clock marched up Boar Lane, Briggate, and 
by the Market Place to Chapeltown Moor. At half-past 
twelve the whole took the field. Having grounded their 
arms, they went through their manœuvres in a soldier... 
like manner equal to the most experienced troops of 
the line. 

Later they returned to Briggate, and the concourse 
of people and number of horses and carriages assembled 
from the Moor to Briggate exceeded all expectations ." 
The Volunteers of this period enjoyed two privileges; 

and opinions differ as to the relative value of these 
privileges; the one was, under certain conditions, 

(1) Leeds Mercury, May 1795, 
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exemption from the Militia Ballot.(') The other, which 
required an Act of King, Lords and Commons to secure 
it, was exemption from the duty on hair powder, for we 
must remember that prior to 1796 when "stove-pipes" 
came in, a three-cornered hat was worn which 
surmounted powdered hair worn "en queue," otherwise 
a pig-tail, a fashion, which by the way, did not die out 
till 1808. A curious calculation is given bearing on the 
use of flour as a powder.(2) It says:—"the number of 
men under arms in the United Kingdom is estimated at 
250,000. Allowing a pound of flour a week per head, 
5,500 tons of flour were wasted yearly, enough to bake 
359,333 quartern loaves of bread, or breadstuffs for 
50,000 people for twelve months." 
On the 13th May, 1797, a circular letter was sent by 

the Duke of Portland to the Lords-Lieutenant of the 
counties, which stated that the King had judged it 
expedient that the various Volunteer Corps in the 
Kingdom which had been formed under the Act of 1794, 
should be inspected, in order that a report of their state 
and condition could be made to the King. The 
Bradford Corps was reviewed in compliance with this 
request, and the condition of the men was reported to 
be most satisfactory. 
There is no record of the Bradford men having been 

called into actual service, beyond quelling small riots in 
the town, and the corps continued to be at full strength 
until the year 1802, when, on the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Amiens, Volunteers and armed associations 
were for the most part disbanded. 
At the time when Napoleon from his camp at 

Boulogne threatened the invasion of England, at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, a new Volunteer 
organisation was called into existence, and Bradford 
raised in 1803, a body of Volunteers consisting of 1,000 
men.() John Hardy, was the Colonel, and the dress 

(1) 39, Geo. III., 32. 
(2) Leeds Mercury, April, 1795. 
(3) James' "History of Bradford" p. 159. 
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consisted of scarlet coats turned up with white; 
white breeches and black leggings, black caps with 
worsted tufts. It is said that these Volunteers were as 
well trained and disciplined as the regular troops. 
Shortly after the Corps was formed a notice was issued 
saying that it was possible for Volunteer Corps to be 
called into actual service, but there was apparently no 
need for the Bradford men to leave the town. Many of 
the men trained at Low Moor at a place which was 
long afterwards known by the name of Soldier's Green. 
At this time Volunteers were raised and equipped at 
Tong,(1) and according to a list of subscribers to the 
fund many local gentlemen contributed liberal amounts. 
At this time so urgent was the need for men that 
every male householder rated at 8 per year or over 
was compelled to be sworn in as a Special Constable 
unless he was a Volunteer. A measure was carried 
into effect, which was really on the lines of the group 
system adopted during the European war. All male 
inhabitants in the country were included, and were 
divided into four groups or classes as follows :-

1. Men from 17 to 30 years of age unmarried. 
2. Men from 31 to 50 years of age unmarried. 
3. Men from 17 to 30 years of age, who were, or 

had been married, and who had not more than 
two children living under the age of 10. 

4. All men physically fit who were not included in 
the three previous groups. 

The clergy displayed considerable eagerness to serve 
in the forces of the Crown, and were ready and willing 
to take up arms against the enemy. The heads of the 
Church, iìowever, issued orders to the effect that it 
would be more compatible with their calling if the 
clergy did not take up arms but assisted to quell any 
riots which might break out in their own parishes. 
The battle of Waterloo gave England peace for 

many a long year, and the Volunteer levies were almost 

(1) Parker's "HiJßerholme to Tong" p. 319. 
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entirely disbanded, by an order issued in 1814, but they 
were kept in existence in the industrial north, in 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cheshire and Nottinghamshire. 
This fact is significant that their purpose was rather 
that to resist social and political reforms than for 
military defence, and indeed the part the Yeomanry 
played in the Peterloo Massacres in Manchester in 
1819 showed that they carried out this purpose. In 
1859 the government had under consideration the 
question of forming Volunteer Rifle Corps, as well as 
Artillery Corps and Companies. 

In Bradford, a meeting convened by the Mayor, 
Henry Brown, Esq., in compliance with a numerously 
signed requisition was held in the saloon of St. George's 
Hall, on the 2nd of June, 1859. The following 
gentlemen were present. The Mayor, who occupied 
the chair, Samuel Cunliffe Lister, (afterwards Lord 
Masham), Samuel Laycock, Samuel Milne Smith, 
William Matthew Thompson, and Councillor Farrar, 
senior. The following resolution was heartily carried :-

"That this meeting heartily responding to the call made 
upon the patriotism of the country by the recent 
circular addressed to the Lords-Lieutenant of the 
counties, considers it desirable to raise a Volunteer 
Rifle Corps in the neighbourhood." 
A strong committee was formed to take the necessary 

steps for establishing a corps in the town. By the end 
of June it had been decided to have dark grey clothing 
ornamented with black lace, and the short Enfield rifles, 
with sword, bayonet and scabbard were to be used. At 
this time 120 Volunteers had been enrolled, and Major 
Tempest was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel. 
By July 14th, Mr. M. H. Farrar of Kirkgate, 

announced that more than £500 had been received as a 
fund to aid those who required assistance for equipment. 
The first drill took place on this same date in the 
gymnasium, Salem Street, off Manor Row, and on July 
21st, the Volunteers met for their first drill in the open 
in Manningham Park. 
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The late Lord Masham was appointed Captain of the 
First Company, and Mr. W. H. Salt, First-Lieutenant. 
On the 8th of September 1859, Captain Hobson from 
the War Office, visited Bradford to inspect the ball-
practise ground, and to review the Corps. Two 
Companies had now been formed, and were enrolled by 
the government as the 5th and 6th West Riding Rifle 
Volunteers. Mr. Joseph Farrar was appointed Super-
numarary Lieutenant, and the Rev. Dr. Burnet, Vicar 
of Bradford, was appointed Chaplain to the Corps. 

Mr. Farrar was evidently a very hard worker for the 
Volunteers, for at a meeting held in May 1860, it was 
resolved, "That the best thanks of Major Lister and 
officers are hereby given to Mr. Farrar for his very 
valuable services as Secretary and Treasurer to the 
Corps from its foundation. The orderly room of the 
Rifle Corps was over Mr. Farrar's shop in the centre of 
Bradford, and the first rifles forwarded to Bradford 
from the Tower of London were placed there. 

In September 1860, a Brigade field day was held in 
Bradford. Towards the end of that month they were 
to be reviewed at York, and the exercises at Bradford 
were doubtless designed to accustom the men, most of 
whom must necessarily have been raw levies, to act 
together with other companies from the district. The 
report on the field day is of interest :-

"The largest body of Rifle Volunteers that has yet 
been brought together, in Yorkshire, met in Peel Park, 
Bradford, on Saturday the 15th instant, to be exercised 
preparatory to the Grand Review at York. It was 
originally intended that this Brigade field day of 
West Riding Battalions should be in Kirkiess Park. 
The Bradford Corps, however, determined to have 
a preliminary review in Peel Park, and invited the 
other Volunteer Corps of the Riding to assemble with 
them. The result was the four Battalions, namely the 
3rd West Riding (Bradford), the 5th (Wakefield), the 
6th (Huddersfield and Holmfirth), and the 7th (Leeds), 
mustered on the occasion, and four companies of the 
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2nd Royal Cheshire Militia, quartered at the Bradford 
Barracks, were invited to join in the manœuvres. The 
attendance was large 10,000 persons being present. 
Each Volunteer Corps was attended by its own band, 
and the Bradford Corps headed by Major S. C. Lister 
was 311 strong. The total number of men on parade 
was 1,200. The arrival of the Battalions was signalled 
by the discharge of one of the Sebastopol guns. A 
number of evolutions were gone through, and the 
movement which most interested the spectators was 
when the five Battalions formed in squares with 
bayonets fixed to resist cavalry and were charged by 
the Lancers in double line. These soldiers had only 
returned a few weeks previously from India. They rode 
young horses only partially trained and considering 
that circumstance and the nature of the ground the 
charge was splendidly made. Captain Lepper, the 
Reviewing Officer, made a few remarks on the satisfactory 
manner in which the Rifle Corps had acquitted them-
selves, and he gave the officers a few suggestions in 
order to ensure the success of the movements to be 
gone through at York." 

It is not intended to deal with the history of the 
local Volunteers of comparatively modern times in this 
paper. It would require a volume to do full justice to 
the work of the movement during the last fifty years. 
It is here sufficient to say that in Bradford, Volunteer 
enthusiasm has never faltered. The spirit shown by 
our forefathers has ever remained the same, and deeds 
of heroism performed by our men during the South 
African and European Wars will live in the memory of 
all, and will be handed down. to future generations who, 
we hope, will never allow the martial spirit to fade. 

(NOTE—The Title Page, Contents, Instructions to Binder, Errata and Index to 
vol. VI. will appear in the first part of Vol. VII 




