


THE ROMAN ROAD NORTH OF 

LOW BORROW BRIDGE, TO 

BROUGHAM CASTLE, WESTMORLAND, 

AND ON 

THE ROUTE OF THE 10th ITER. 

BY 

PERCIVAL ROSS, F.G.S., A.M.Inst.C.E. 

Read at Carlisle, August 19tli, 1919* 

The Roman Road herein described from actual 
survey made on the ground on the 22nd to 
the 28th of August, 1916, is a continuation 

northwards of the road from Ribchester over Long- 
ridge, through Bolland Forest, over Bolland Fells 
and up Lonsdale to Low Borrow Bridge, an account 
of which is given by the writer in the “ Bradford 
Antiquary” for 1916.f The road up the valley of the 
Lune from Ingmire Hall below Sedbergh has kept on 
the eastern side of the river Lune and along the 
sloping sides of Howgill Fells as far as Salterwath, 
where it crossed the Lune for the first time by a ford, 
and a quarter of a mile further on it has passed by 
the eastern side of Low Borrow Bridge Roman Fort. 
The highway and the Roman road occupy no doubt 
the same site all the way. 

* Reprinted and revised from the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian 
and Archaeological Society’s Transactions, 1920, New Series, Vol. XX., by 
kind permission of the Editor, W. G. Collingwood, Esq., M.A.. F.S.A. With 
a paragraph on “ The Route of the 10th Iter” added at the end. 

t Journal of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, Vol. VI., 
Part XIX., New Series, page 243. 
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The fort stands on ground rising gently to the west, 
where it is bounded by the L. Sc N. W. Railway main 
line to Carlisle. It can be seen on the east side from 
the railway carriage windows. There have been four 
ditches at least, perhaps six on the western side of the 
fort, and all but one have been cut into by the railway 
towards the north-west angle. 

Proceeding, a hollow way indicates the line of the 
road where it comes to a ford across the Borrow Beck 
close to the east side of the present highway bridge. 

After crossing the beck the highway appears to 
occupy the site of the Roman road on the sloping 
side of Jeffrey’s Mount for about a mile to near 
Lune’s Bridge. It is nearly straight, and no other site 
seemed to me available. I saw no road remains on 
either hand. 

At Lune’s Bridge the highway turns to the right, 
and crosses the river where the latter plunges into 
Tebay rocky gorge. The line of the Roman road 
continues straight forward by a narrow hollow sloping 
way leading down to the river, which has turned to the 
left above Lune’s Bridge and now passes in front of 
the Roman road line. The river has been crossed b}’ 
a ford or a bridge: I could have forded it when I was 
there on two occasions. The line of the Roman road 
^about two miles beyond, where the remains.of it are 
first plainly evident on Orton Low Moor, point exactly 
in a straight line to this ford near Lune’s Bridge, the 
entrance of Tebay rocky gorge. 

The line of the Roman road now passes over alluvial 
ground to close on the east side of Tebay Railway 
Station buildings, and in front of the railway-men’s 
houses. Beyond the station the Lune has been 
re-crossed, either at the ford near some stepping stones 
at Tebay, or at the ford at Castle Howe near Old 
Tebay. Excavation or some chance discovery of 
remains can only settle it. A cart road and a footpath 
on the west side of the river leading to a ford and 
some more stepping stones across the Birk Beck, a 
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western tributary of the Lune, 21 miles from Low 
Borrow Bridge, probably indicate the road, but perhaps 
not the exact position. After crossing the Birk Beck 
150 yards west of its confluence with the river Lune, 
the line of' the road traverses some alluvial land for 
about 600 yards, crossing a footpath 70 yards east of a 
cow-byre; a gap in a river-terrace, near, may be the 
line of the road. Thence beyond a fence wall, 300 
yards west of Daniel hill farm house, remains of the 
road for the flrst time appear as a hollow track, 
evidently one of the ditches enlarged by rain storms. 
Climbing the rising ground of Orton Low Moor, a wall 
on the left is shortly crossed near a footpath stile, and 
then for miles over Orton Low Moor to near 
Sproatgill farm house the finest remains of the road 
are met with. 

The grass-grown road is now seen with a ditch on 
the left, and the other ditch still on the east side of 
the wall for a short distance. Then the road on an 
elevation (700 feet) appears altogether west of the 
wall, showing very bold features, although partly 
broken across; and, looking backwards, it can be seen 
that the line of the remains of the road point straight 
to the crossing of the river Lune near Lune’s Bridge. 
In this state it continues down-hill to a watercourse 
(680 feet) in a little valley, about 600 yards from where 
the remains of the road were first observed west of 
Daniel hill farm house. The stones of the culvert 
can be seen, where the road has crossed, some deeply 
embedded, and others loose in the stream. 

The bold ridge of the road with deep ditches rises 
out of this little valley for about 100 yards to the edge 
of the sloping plateau of Orton Low Moor (710 feet). 
The road and ditches on this edge make a conspicuous 
sight from the elevation on the south side of the valley. 
There is a third hollow, similar to one of the ditches, 
but this is a storm-water gully. The ditches over this 
edge and down to the watercourse have no doubt been 
widened and deepened by long - past rain storms. 
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They are six feet deep and more in one or two 
places. 

From this edge of the moor, the line of the road, 
with a direction 13 degrees west of north, can be 
traced by the eye for 2^ miles on to the top of Crosby 
Ravensworth Fell mioor, and is crossed by three high¬ 
ways radiating westward from Orton. Here begins, 
where the plateau is less steep than afterwards, a 
stretch of the road a quarter of a mile in length up to 
the highway leading from Orton to Bridge End at 
Greenholme on the Birk Beck, which I consider to be 
a piece of the finest Roman road in Westmorland. 
The road surface is rounded, complete and unbroken, 
21 feet wide, covered with fine grass and short heather; 
the ditches are continuous, about three feet deep, and 
may have been deeper originally. For a distance of 
250 yards where the remains are best, a fence wall 
borders the road outside the eastern ditch. Where 
this wall is intersected by another wall which crosses 
the Roman road, a large granite boulder has been left 
in the ditch in situ^ by the Roman engineers. As the 
highway is approached the remains become rather less 
marked. 

After crossing the Orton and Bridge End highAvay 
the remains still continue for a half a mile across 
heathery moorland to the highway, near Sproatgill 
farm house (800 feet), leading to Scout Green, and are 
very bold, though much cut across by running water 
during storm periods ; in places the ditches are scoured 
out to the bedrock, and parallel watercourses occur. 
There is not a continuous run of water in the ditches; 
they were quite dry when I was there, and afford a 
safe retreat for the sheep, which are further protected 
by the overhanging heather. Beyond Sproatgill the 
features of the Roman road do not appear so bold 
again. 

The next mile to the highway (953 feet) leading from 
Orton to Shap, near Howe Nook farm house, the road 
runs with a wall and parish boundary dividing the 
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cultivated land on the Orton side from the southern 
part of Crosby Ravensworth Fell Moor on the west, 
except the first quarter of a mile, which is cultivated 
land on both sides near Sproatgill. A footpath from 
Greenholme to Crosby Ravensworth and Oddendale 
joins up about halfway. Throughout this length the 
position of the road is only ascertained by thq dry and 
firm nature of the ground on the road, as compared 
with that of the softer ground on either side. Excava¬ 
tion would easily lay bare the surface at any place 
along the road; only short grass grows on it, and I 
suppose the road surface is not more than a few inches 
under the sod. 

After crossing the Shap highway, the wall, parish 
boundary, footpath and Roman road line for a distance 
of 130 yards continue together on the same straight line 
which we have followed from near Daniel hill house 
where the remains first appeared. Then the wall and 
parish boundary turn away to the north-east at a very 
large Shap erratic boulder, marked on the Ordnance 
map as “ Thunder Stone,” a common appellation for 
the largest of the Shap boulders in this district. The 
line of road and footpath in company now keeps 
straight on over the rugged heathery moor of Crosby 
Ravensworth Fell, and rising more steeply than 
hitherto, opposite the prominent Howe Nook house 
and 350 yards from the highway we cross the 1,000 
feet contour line. At 1,000 yards from the Shap 
highway, the Roman road line and footpath commence 
to turn by a curve towards the east, and pass through 
a depression on the moor edge between -Long Scar 
Pike (1,315 feet) on the left and Howe Nook Pike 
(1,200 feet) on the right. At 1,500 yards the straight 
line of the road in the new direction commences. The 
change of direction is from 13 degrees west of north to 
17 degrees east of north. The bend of the road takes 
place towards the southern edge of the flat top of the 
moor overlooking Tebay Gorge and Lonsdale, and 
not at the actual summit, which is at Coal Pit Hill 
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(1,170 feet), a slight prominence further on in the new 
direction and 1 mile 300 yards from the Shap road. 
Throughout this distance up the slopes and on the 
flat top of the moor there is a thick growth of heather 
which prevented me from being able to mark any place 
with certainty, where the footpath and the Roman road 
actually coincide. The road originally, without doubt, 
gave the direction for the footpath; but after centuries 
of use, deviations here and there have probably caused 
them to part company in places, and now only excava¬ 
tion can Anally decide the actual site of the Roman 
road. 

At Coal Pit Hill the footpath bears away to the 
left by Seal Howe to Oddendale and Shap, and the 
Roman road reappears alone. The character of the 
moor altogether changes from what we have seen. 
Limestone now forms the prevailing strata, and long 
grass grows in place of heather. I cannot resist 
mentioning here that the whole of this moor and the 
country round about for some miles is dotted all over 
with archaeological remains. Beside the Roman road, 
there are numerous tumuli, some with stone circles 
round the base; stone circles single and double, large 
and small, and in some cases with cist sunk in centre 
where they have been excavated. Remains of British 
settlements and ancient enclosures are innumerable. 
Some of the tumuli have been explored by the late 
Canon Greenwell,* and Ewe Close British settlement 
has been excavated by W. G. Collingwood, M.A., 
F.S.A.f with very satisfactory and valuable results. 

The length of this last stretch of Roman road now 
entered upon to Dalebanks Beck (a little past Ewe Close) 
is 2\ miles. At first it is seen carpeted with fine grass 
and the ditches are discernible; it is here known as 
Wicker Street and is so marked on the 6 inch Ordnance 

* British Barrows. 

t Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archmological Society’s 
Transactions, N.S., Vols. VIII. and IX. 
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map. At 660 yards from Coal Pit Hill the road passes 
to the left of an eminence of low limestone crags (1,156 
feet), and the remains of a tumulus excavated by Canon 
Greenwell. A thorn tree which grew on this elevated 
spot and known as Wicker Street Thorn was blown down 
about 1880, as I was informed by an old man whom I 
met on the moor. It served as a faithful lonely guide. 
All attempts to encourage another to grow in its place 
proved failures, and a pile of stones now acts as a guide- 
mark. From Wicker Street Thorn the road for half a 
mile goes down-hill, overgrown with long grass, but 
traceable to Blea Beck (950 feet). The raised approach 
to the Beck is very evident, and the large stones which 
were used for the beck culvert are to be seen lying 
scattered in the bed of the stream where the road has 
crossed. There is now a gentle rise for 350 yards out 
of this little valley on to a spur of land (1,000 feet) 
projecting from Seal Howe. About 200 yards further 
again down hill the road leaves the moor and enters 
enclosed land, where the hner grass makes it more 
evident to one in search of it. At 650 yards within 
the enclosed land the road passes to the left of the 
Romano-British settlement of Ewe Close previously 
referred to, and was excavated and laid bare at the 
same time at three places by Mr. Collingwood. The 
full width between the edging stones where it crosses 
a mediaeval dyke was found to be 25 feet, and the 
rounded metalled centre portion 20 feet. Soon after 
passing Ewe Close traces of the road get fainter, 
and beyond Dalebanks Beck towards Kirkby Thore 
(Brovonacae) the road is lost. 

After leaving Ewe Close settlement, 1 found by a 
slight ridge and the colour of the vegetation that the 
road continues forward in the same straight line for 150 
yards to a fence wall which bears away a little to the 
right, and which may be the line of the road taking an 
easier gradient to the ford at Dalebanks Beck near 
Low Dalebanks farm house. The straight line of the 
road for the last miles from the bend on the moor 
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aims exactly for this ford. It is only in the last 300 
yards that a swerve in direction along the fence Avail 
to the right may perhaps be the line of the road. 
Excavation may reveal the road going m a straight 
line to the ford. Dalebanks Beck Ford is 8 miles 180 
yards from Low BarroAv Bridge Fort. 

John Just thought the road went by Kirkby Thore 
and joined the Maiden Way, and thence by Whitley 
Castle to the Roman Wall. In a paper on ‘Whe 10th 
Iter of Antoninus,” he says,* “ We could not learn that 
any indications of a Roman Military road were known 
from Kirkby Thore southward as a continuation of the 
Maiden Way, though then, and still, we surmise, such 
a road did exist, and that ere our investigations are 
ended, Ave shall connect satisfactorily the Maiden Way 
Avith the southern portion of Antoninus’s 10th Iter.” 
Camden suspected this, and his sagacity has seldom 
been surpassed. Nicholsonf says, “ Mr. John Just 
spoke from tradition of the road proceeding over Orton 
Loav Moor to Brougham.” I have not been able to 
trace Avhere Nicholson got this reference to John Just 
from, and I haA^e made enquiries. 

^ If the straight line of the road is continued tOAvards 
Kirkby Thore, it Avould pass a half a mile Avest of 
Crosby RavensAvorth and Mauld’s Meaburn, a little on 
the right of BarnskeAV, and three quarters of a mile east 
of King’s Meaburn, thence through the centre of Bolton 
village to intersect the York and Carlisle Roman road 
just on the east of Kirkby Thore Railway Station 
highAvay bridge, half a mile east of Kirkby Thore ToAvn 
Street. If a straight line is drawn to the ToAvn Street 
at Kirkby Thore, it Avould pass three quarters of a mile 
Avest of Crosby Ravensworth and Mauld’s Meaburn, to 
the left of Barnskew, and a quarter of a mile east of 
King’s Meaburn, thence by Hill top (519 feet), and half 
a mile Avest of Bolton. 

* Brit. Arch. Assoc., Vol. VIII., 1852; Part XXIX., p. 40. 

t Annals of Kendal, 2ncl edition, 1861, p. 387. 
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Kirkby Thore is 7-1 miles from Low Dalebanks Ford. 
I have searched the ground with the help of the six-inch 
Ordnance map in the direction of the two straight lines 
drawn above, and not a trace of a road or a tradition of 
one amongst the inhabitants is to be met with. There 
is no report of any road remains ever having been found 
by farmers. If the six-inch Ordnance map be examined 
it will also be seen that there is not a held fence nor a 
footpath, a farmer’s road, nor a highway which coincides 
even for a short distance with either of the straight lines 
towards Kirkby Thore. There being no trace of any 
kind whatsoever of a road to Kirkby Thore—and 300 
years have elapsed since it was hrst promulgated—I 
think we are justihed in concluding that there has never 
been a Roman road between Low Dalebanks Ford and 
Kirkby Thore. 

If attention is now directed to the six-inch Ordnance 
map between Low Dalebanks and Brougham (Broca- 
vum) you see the difference, or less distinctly on the 
one-inch map. It will be seen at once that a continuous 
line seven miles in length, in two straight lengths of one 
and three quarters and five and a quarter miles, and 
made up of fences, footpaths, lanes and highways all 
the way, commences within a quarter of a mile north 
of Low Dalebanks, and takes its straight direction from 
the ford. The second bend points the direction for 
5i miles towards Carlisle, over Penrith Beacon Hill, 
intersecting the Roman road at High Hesket. x\t the 
third bend a straight length of 3^ miles across modern 
enclosed moorland takes the road to the ford at the 
River Eamont at Brougham, in a straight line with the 
Roman road going round Penrith Beacon Hill to 
Voreda and High Hesket. The Roman fort at 
Brougham stands on the west side of this line of road, 
with its longest sides parallel with it, and independent 
of the Roman road to York, which appears to branch 
away from the road under consideration at an angle of 
60 degrees towards the east, near the ford opposite the 
north-east corner of the fort. (See map, p. 1.) 
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Starting from Dalebanks Beck (700 feet) the evidences 
are missing for the first quarter of a mile up the steep 
slopes of the little valley. The line may have swerved 
for an easier gradient, but 150 yards north-east of 
Haber farm house a field fence marks the line of road 
with a direction five degrees west of north from the ford; 
and this line continues for one mile and three-quarters 
to Low Wood Beck ford by fences, roads or footpaths 
without a break, and only deviates two or three yards 
from the straight line in one or two places. Near Haber 
Farm, the farmer told me, there is a very hard surface 
following the fence line as if there was a buried road, 
and the cart-wheels make no impression on it. The line 
of road crosses the Crosby Ravensworth and Shap 
highway at Haberwain, near a watering pond in the 
farmyard, and on the line of a plantation; it then 
follows a fence which connects with the end of the 
main street of Wicker Slack village (870 feet), and the 
main street is a part of the road line for a quarter of a 
mile. Thence it continues by a narrow lane, then a 
footpath down Brown Bank, where the ridge of the 
road is evident with a field fence on the right, straight 
to th=e ford (700 feet) on the Low Wood Beck, at the 
south-east corner of Spring Wood. 

The line now changes 20 degrees westwards, making 
the direction 25 degrees west of north, and this continues 
for 5i miles to near Gilshaughlin House, a quarter of a 
mile beyond the end of the “ Street ” pointing straight 
to Carlisle. The line of the road from Low Wood 
Beck ford follows a footpath on the east side of Spring 
Wood for 300 yards ; it then passes through a part of 
the wood and fields for 750 yards, when it joins up to 
the main street of Reagill (850 feet). It continues with 
this and Sleagill Lane for 1,050 yards to Sleagill 
township boundary, where it enters the fields on the 
right (parallel with Sleagill Lane) for 750 yards to 
Sleagill Beck ford, where the lane crosses to the right 
into the village. 

The first 150 yards beyond the ford is through some 
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gardens behind the houses in the centre of Sleagill 
village. It then crosses the town street at right angles 
opposite the beginning of the highway to Newby, and 
the highway and the road line then run together for a 
whole mile, with only a few yards deviation from the 
straight line to Sandwath Bridge at Newby Beck. The 
highway here turns towards the right to the top end of 
Newby village, called Newby Head; and the Roman 
road straight line passes through the fields for about a 
mile, the greatest deviation from the highway being 150 
yards at Newby Head. The highway then returns to 
the straight line of the Roman road at the township 
boundary of Newby and Great Strickland, near Mealy 
Sike farm house. I saw the road ridge in the fields 
near here between two plantations; it is on the straight 
line in the fields a little before joining up with the 
highway at the “ Street.” 

The highway now runs perfectly straight on the line 
of the Roman road for li miles. This straight length 
of highway is called the “Street.” At a half a mile 
along it there is a plantation on the right, at the 
intersection (605 feet) of the highway from Morland to 
Great Strickland, called Street Head Wood, and a half 
a mile further Street House stands on the right side of 
the road. A quarter of a mile further still, the straight 
“ Street ” terminates ; but the highway, under the name 
of Commonholme Road, continues by a bend to the 
right towards the Appleby road to Cliburn. “Street” 
only applies to the U- miles of straight highway 
coinciding with the Roman road line. 

The straight line of the road, I believe, has continued 
through Gilshaughlin Wood for a quarter of a mile 
beyond the end of the “ Street,” and then there has 
been a bend of 11 degrees more to the west, making 
the direction 36 degrees west of north, straight for the 
eastern side of the fort at Brougham, and the ford 
across the river Eamont east of the bridge. The 
distance is 3^ miles across enclosed moorland. The 
moors passed over in order are Great Strickland Moor, 
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Cliburn Common, Melkinthorpe, Clifton and Brougham 
Moors. Perhaps the line has not gone exactly straight, 
but has bent round a little to the left to keep on higher 
ground and out of the swamps and alluvial flats of the 
river Leith. For the first quarter of a mile the line of 
the road follows a field fence passing Gilshaughlin 
House; it then passes a little to the right of Wood 
House and Brownhow House, and crosses the Penrith 
and Appleby road near the junction of the road from 
Lowther Castle, and the North Eastern Railway to the 
right of Wetheriggs Brick and Tile Works, thence over 
Brougham Moor near Highground farm house, a little 
beyond which it then runs al-ong the west side of Moor 
Lane from Moor Houses for a mile until they coincide 
and pass on the east side of the Brougham fort to the 
ford across the Eamont. Moor Lane for its full length 

• of a mile may be part of the Roman road, and in that 
case the line of the road from the “ Street ” end would 
be a little eastwards of the line I have drawn. 
Brougham fort is lOJ miles distant from Low Dale- 
banks, and 18J miles from Low Borrow Bridge. 

Excavation for the Roman road I recommend should 
be made along the fences between Haber and Haber- 
wain, along the footpath down Brown Bank between 
Wickerslack and Low Wood Beck, in Spring Wood 
and in the fields to Reagill, and the fields west of 
Newby Head, especially on nearing the “Street,” and 
from the “ Street ” end across the moors to Brougham. 
Across the moors I think there will be a good depth of 
covering over the road. The fields around Reagill, 
Sleagill and Newby are very old cultivated lands, and 
have been ploughed for centuries, and little of the road 
may have been spared where it passes through the fields 
away from fences. 

In conclusion, I believe this road was the Chester and 
Carlisle road, the first Roman road made into Carlisle, 
and made before the road from York. It makes nearly 
a straight line with the road from Brougham to Carlisle, 
whereas the York road branches out of it at an angle of 
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60 degrees. The Maiden Way from Kirkby Thore over 
the fells to Whitley Castle near Alston, and forward to 
the Roman wall, is, I consider, a branch of the York 
road. The most natural route for this branch was up 
Teesdale from Greta Bridge, but the branch would 
have been fifteen miles longer, and would have necessi¬ 
tated another fort and garrison to keep the road open ; 
hence the existing Maiden Way over the north shoulder 
of Cross Fell. 

Lastly, it appears we shall have to banish the 10th 
iter from the Maiden Way, Crosby Ravensworth Fell, 
Lonsdale, and Bolland Fells to Ribchester, because 
the roads are not continuous. There is no road 
connection, and at present we shall have to agree with 
Professor Haverfield* that Ravenglass on the Cumber¬ 
land coast was Clanoventa. From there I conclude 
the iter went to Ambleside (Galava), 18J statute miles, 
iter distance 18; then to Watercrook (Alone), 12 miles, 
iter 12; then to Lancaster (Calacum), 18J miles, iter 
19; and then to Ribchester (Bremetonacum), by 
Fulwood Moor, near Preston, 26J miles, iter 27. It 
is thus seen that the distances and the iter are in 
agreement, and no adjustment is required. 

The late Professor Haverfieldf assumed that Calacum 
was at Overborough, and was undecided as to whether, 
from there, the iter went over Bolland Fells or by 
Lancaster and the Fell side road to Ribchester, the 
same as John JustJ was undecided. But if Clanoventa 
was at Ravenglass, then Calacum was at Lancaster, if 
the 10th iter distances are adhered to. From Watercrook 
(Alone) to Calacum the iter distance is 19 miles, which 
agrees with Lancaster, as it is only 12 miles from 
Watercrook to Overborough. From Lancaster by 
Fulwood Moor to Ribchester, the distance also agrees 

* ArchcBological Journal, 1915, 2nd Series, Vol. XXII,, pp. 77-84. The 
writer has long had the same opinion, but withheld the statement until he had 
completed the survey of this road northwards. 

! Ibid. 

; Brit. Arch. Assoc., Vol, VIII,, 1852. 
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with 27 miles in the iter, whereas from Overborough 
it is 30 Roman miles over Bolland Fells, and 34 miles 
by way of Lancaster and the Fell Side road, to Rib- 
chester. Two roads went from Lancaster to Ribchester, 
one by the Fylde and Fulwood Moor, 26^ miles, and 
the other, more direct but uneven gradient, along the 
western side of Bolland Fells overlooking the Fylde, 21 
miles. The distance from Overborough to Lancaster 
is 13 miles. 

I thankfully acknowledge my indebtedness to Colonel 
Sir Charles F. Close, Director-General of the Ordnance 
Surveys, for the loan of six-inch Ordnance maps and for 
the gift of some as records. I thank Mr. W. G. Colling- 
wood and Mr. John Curwen, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., for 
kindly answering many enquiries. I have also to thank 
Mr. R. G. Collingwood, M.A., for kindly reading the 
paper at the meeting. 
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EARLY BRADFORD FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

BY 

H. J. M. MALTBY. 

Read before the h'oeiety, 24th March, 1920. 

Friendly societies were largely established 
in and around Bradford during the second half 
of the eighteenth century, at a time when it was 

impossible to allow philanthropic and humanitarian 
schemes to pass without consideration and trial, for 
it was an age of voluntary and involuntary self-denial. 
Besides philanthropic schemes for temporary relief, 
there were schemes for educating the workers in habits 
of thrift, and numerous savings-banks and Friendly 
Societies were created. 

Industrial activity at this period was rapidly increasing 
in Bradford. The erection of the Piece Hall in 1773, 
and the formation of the Canal shortly after, were two 
important events. It is evident that many Bradford 
people were thrifty and provident, and Friendly Societies 
enabled such to provide against sickness, accident, old 
age or death. 

The origin of Friendly Societies in general, though 
enveloped in obscurity, can be traced from the scanty 
records now in existence to the middle of the sixteenth 
century, but more especially to the early part of the 
century that followed. It is probable that such Societies 
were lineal descendants of the ancient Guilds, the idea 
not quite dying out after the suppression of the Religious 
Guilds in the sixteenth century. When these Guilds, 
which could fulfil the purposes of a modern Friendly 
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Society in providing for sickness and old age, received 
their death-blow by the Act of 1547,^ the spirit of 
association revealed itself in many ways, for a friendly 
organization, the Incorporation of Carters in Leith, 
which still exists, was founded eight years later, in 
1555.t It would appear that from this society the idea 
of benevolent organizations originated. 

There are records of Friendly Societies being formied 
as early as the reign of James I. (1603-1625), and also in 
the years 1634 and 1639. Only three existing societies 
can trace back their history to these times, and one of 
these, the Scottish Hospital and Corporation, was a so¬ 
ciety which originated in the “Scottish Box,” a friendly 
organization founded for the assistance of the many 
Scottish craftsmen who flocked to London in the train 
of James I., and found themselves out of employment. 
This society, which was established in 1613,J grew very 
largely until the time of the Great Plague, when its 
accumulated funds paid for the burials of Scottish 
victims and the maintenance of hundreds who were 
destitute. Its good work was recognised by the granting 
of a Royal Charter of Incorporation. Until near the 
end of the eighteenth century its collections and sub¬ 
scriptions were distributed to the members every quarter, 
but eventually a permanent fund was established, which 
now distributes many thousands of pounds annually in 
pensions and relief to needy London Scots. 

It has been thought by some writers§ that the honour 
of having first suggested the modern form of Friendly 
Society is due to Daniel Defoe, who, in his “ Essays on 
Projects,” published in 1696, advocates a plan for the 
promotion of Societies ^'formed by mutual assurance, 
for the relief of the members in seasons of distress." It 
would appear from this that no such societies were in 

* 1 Edw. VI., ch. 14. 

t Report of Chief Registrar of Friendl}' Societies, 1900, p. 318. 

I “Walks and Talks about London,” 1865. John Timbs, F.S.A. 

§ “The History of Friendly Societies,” 2nd Ed., 1869. Charles Hardwick. 
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existence during his time, and that Defoe was the first 
to suggest their formation. It is true that the “ Scottish 
Box,” of which he would be well aware, had become a 
rich charitable institution, supported by the donations 
of the wealthy, and possibly it would not be regarded 
by him as the kind of society he advocated. On the 
other hand, there were quite a number of friendly 
organizations formed in London, during the latter part 
of the seventeeth century, and therefore it is likely that 
Defoe was really seeking to extend the operations of 
those useful institutions already in existence. 

Friendly organizations increased with great rapidity 
during the eighteenth century, and found favour with 
the people throughout the country. They must have 
been exceedingly popular, judging from the decorated 
earthenware contemporary with these organizations. It 
is possible occasionally to find loving cups, jugs and 
mugs bearing designs in colour of Friendly Society 
emblems, appropriately inscribed, and this kind of ware 
would doubtless be in great demand amongst members 
of friendly organizations. 

Towards the end of the century they had acquired 
such importance as to occupy the attention of the 
Legislature,* and the earliest occasion upon which they 
received the sanction of Parliament was in 1793. 
Twenty years before that time a Bill passed the Flouse 
of Commons regarding such societies, but it was rejected 
when presented to the House of Lords. In 1789 the 
Bill again passed the Commons, but met the same fate 
on reaching the House of Lords. On this occasion, 
tables on an approved system were computed under 
the direction of the House of Commons, and four years 
later, in 1793, the first Act for the encouragement of 
Friendly Societies was placed on the Statute Book.f 
By this Act aid was given to new organizations in the 
form of safeguards as to management and supervision; 

* “English Associations of Working Men,” 1893, J. M. Baernreither 
p. 160. 

t 33 Geo. III., c. 54. 
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but in 1795 the Act was extended to societies which had 
previously existed. 

It was customary at this time for members of Friendly 
Societies to hold their meetings at an inn or tavern in 
the locality where such societies were established, and 
it is more than likely that nearly all the Bradford inns 
were meeting places for the many societies then existing. 
A Parliamentary Paper states that in 1803 there were 
twenty-two Friendly Societies in the town of Bradford, 
with two thousand five hundred members.^ 

From existing evidence, the earliest Friendly Society 
known to have been founded in this district was at 
Sand - Beds in Clayton. This society, named the 
Benevolent Society, was formed on the second of March, 
1778, the members meeting at the Waggon and Horses 
Inn. During the same year, on the seventh of March, 
a Friendly Society, also named the Benevolent Society. 
was established at Haworth. The meetings were held 
at the house of William Hopkinson, being later contin¬ 
ued at the Golden Cross, the house of Joseph Redman. 
In 1781 another society was formed at Haworth, under 
the title of the New Union Society, and the meetings 
were held at the Sun Inn, then in the occupation of 
George Ackroyd. At this time Haworth was in the 
Parish of Bradford, and the rules and orders of this 
second society were approved by John Skelton, Deputy 
Clerk of the Peace, at the Bradford Sessions, on Julv 
17th, 1794. 

Friendly Societies were fairly numerous in the town¬ 
ship of Manningham, there being at least six. Two of 
the earliest known societies to be established were both 
named the Manningham Friendly Society, both being 
founded on the first of January, 1780. These societies 
held their meetings at the Four Lane Ends in Manning¬ 
ham, one at the house of Jonathan Tordoff, the other 
at the house of Samuel Wood, each society having a 
membership of over 400. It is singular that neither 

* “History of Bradford,” 1866. John James, F.S A., p. 265. 
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society allowed masons, bricklayers, carpenters, delvers 
and miners to become members. This was perhaps on 
account of the heavy death rate among artisans who 
followed those occupations. 

A third society was formed at the New Globe Inn, 
Manningham, four years later, on the fourth of March, 
1784, and named the New Benevolent Society. The 
rules and orders of this society were approved by Henry 
Wickham, a Justice of the Peace for the West Riding, 
at the Sessions held on January 11th, 1794. 

From a deed dated 1809, it appears that there was a 
Friendly Society at that time in Manningham, known 
as the Humane Society. This society, like one of the 
earlier Manningham Societies, met at the house of 
Jonathan Tordoff, and in the deed the name of the 
house is given as the Horse Shoes. The funds of this 
society were placed on mortgage on cottage property. 
Jeremiah White, of Allerton, weaver, was the President, 
and Jonas Jowett, of Wilsden, weaver, Jonas Wade, of 
Manningham, labourer, and William Wade, of Manning¬ 
ham, woolcomber, were the Stewards. 

Two other Manningham Friendly Societies held their 
meetings in the Lower Globe, Whetley Hill. One was 
named the Friendly Society, and the other the Benevolent 
Society. It is not clear as to when they were hrst 
founded, but it may be assumed that they were 
established towards the end of the eighteenth century, 
for the Lower Globe was a noted hostelry as early as 
1773, and it remains to-day very little altered in its 
external appearance. 

The first Friendly Society known to have been 
established in the town of Bradford was called the 
Bradford Friendly Society. It was founded on the 
fourth of June, 1791, at the Talbot Inn, Kirkgate, where 
the meetings were held. Ten years later the Bradford 
Loyal Society was formed at the White Lion Inn, 
Kirkgate. This society never allowed the membership 
to exceed 100 persons. There was a society in existence 
in 1807, called the Young Unanimous Society; but 
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beyond a certificate of free membership, numbered 76,* 
there is no other information available concerning the 
society. Its name suggests that it was promoted to 
encourage young persons in habits of thrift. 

The Brotherly Society of Woolstaplers of Bradford, 
Leeds, Halifax, Huddersfield and Rochdale was formed 
in 1813.t It was extant in 1899, although there were 
only fifty-one members at that time, who met in the 
Bradford Market Tavern, Godwin Street. This society 
must have had a very successful career, for although it 
was founded some years after the majority of the 
friendly organizations in the town, it had a very lengthy 
existence. 

Societies were established at Cullingworth, Stanning- 
ley, Tong and Wibsey. The Union Society was 
commenced at the Sheep Inn, Cullingworth-Gate, on 
the ninth of November, 1790. In June, 1796, a Friendly 
Society named the New Amicable Society was formed 
at the Sun Inn, Stanningley, at that time in the 
occupation of Robert Turner. In 1813, the President 
was John Drake, and the Stewards were Samuel 
Strickland, John Crowther and Tho. Waterhouse. The 
rules and orders were approved on July 15th, 1813, at 
the Bradford Sessions. The Unanimous Society was 
formed on the fifth of September, 1818, at the Horse 
and Groom, Wibsey Slack, near Bradford, and about 
the same time a Friendly Society was commenced at 
the Duke William Inn, Tong. 

There is no doubt that the good work which Friendly 
Societies were performing at this time was recognised 
not only by the workers, but also by many masters. 
Richard Clayton, of Calverley, by his will dated 30th 
August, 1801, gave among other things, “the interest 
which he should be entitled to touching his funeral in 
the fund of the Club at Yeadon, called the Sick Club, 
to be equally divided amongst all the members, share 

* Bradford Public Library, Scruton Coll. 
t Report of Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, 1900, p. 146. 
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and share alike.” This Richard Clayton had been a 
merchant in Leeds, and rose to considerable affluence. 
He had evidently appreciated the benefits likely to 
accrue to members of such clubs, and had given his 
support to the foundation of the one at Yeadon, although 
having no need himself of any benefit accruing from a 
membership thereof. 

The chief object of Friendly Societies was to relieve 
their members during times of distress and necessity; 
the true aim being summed up in the following Preamble 
which appears in the rules and orders of one of the 
early Manningham Friendly Societies :— 

“ Society and friendship is no small part of 
the happiness of pure and holy beings, much 
more do we stand in need of the mutual assistance 
of each other, who are sinful and miserable 
creatures, who have only lost the favour and 
image of God, and by sin brought His wrath and 
displeasure upon our souls, but also pain and 
sickness, and mortality upon our bodies. But 
God commanded His love towards us, in that 
while we were thus ruined and miserable. He 
became Man, and died for us, and purchased our 
lives with the price of His blood, so then we are 
all brethren, not only by creation, and as par¬ 
takers of the common miseries of mankind, but 
also as redeemed by the same Saviour, and a new 
commandment is given unto us, that we love one 
another, when in want and distress, that we be 
pitiful and kind, relieve and help one another 
when in necessity. Question, but how can a 
poor man do this, who can scarce support his 
own charge ? Answer, what one cannot do, 
many may, and thus joining together in society, 
will put us into a capacity of helping and relieving 
one another when in necessity and distress, which 
is our real intention in thus joining, so then duty, 
love and interest, twisted together, compose the 
sinews of this society.” 



EARLY BRADFORD FRIENLDY SOCIETIES. 25 

A perusal of the rules and orders of some of the local 
eighteenth century Friendly Societies which have 
fortunately been preserved,* makes it evident that 
practically every society adopted the same method for 
conducting its business. A President was elected every 
six months in the following manner. The President 
then in office and two Stewards nominated three persons, 
and the whole society present on the evening of the 
election voted and determined by a majority which of 
the three nominees had to serve as President or forfeit 
five shillings. The President was manager of the 
society, and it was his duty to see that the Stewards and 
Clerk kept a just, regular and clear account of all 
money received and paid. Meetings were held on the 
first Monday in every month, commencing at seven 
o’clock in the evening and ending at nine o’clock. The 
President and Stewards were required to attend and 
remain until the business of the meeting was finished, 
and to see “ that the chest was securely fastened ” 
before leaving the room. For failing to comply with 
this rule they were fined one shilling each, unless good 
reason for not being able to attend was sent in writing 
to the Clerk before the meeting commenced. 

The amount paid by the members as contributions 
was tenpence each month ; eightpence being deposited 
in the stock of the society, and twopence for spending 
money. Every member had to be clear on the books 
before the end of each quarter, otherwise a fine of six¬ 
pence was inflicted. 

No persons were admitted as members but natives of 
Great Britain residing within five miles of the township 
where the room of the society was situated, and no 
person under the age of eighteen or above the age of 
thirty could become a member. One had to be of good 
repute, sober, peaceable, industrious, and in perfect 
health. To enter His Majesty’s service by sea or land 

Bradford Public Library, Federer Coll., and 
Bolling Hall Museum. 
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rendered the membership void, unless one became 
impressed or ballotted into the Militia. 

No benefits were given by the society until the 
completion of eighteen months’ membership, when a 
tree membership certihcate was issued ; but in the event 
of any member dying before he had been a member for 
the required period, the money which had been paid by 
him as contributions was refunded to his next of kin. 
At the end of eighteen months’ membership the executors 
were entitled to receive, on a member’s death, the sum 
of two pounds ; at the end of three years, four pounds ; 
at the end of five years, five pounds; and at the end of 
six years, seven pounds. 

Any member rendered incapable of work on account 
of sickness or accident received the sum of five shillings 
weekly. No benefits were allowed in cases of illness 
occasioned by fighting or other unlawful pastime, and 
no member was allowed to frequent gaming houses, lay 
wagers, or to get intoxicated with liquor during the time 
he was receiving any benefits from the society. For so 
offending, a fine of ten shillings or expulsion from the 
society was the penalty. 

When a member reached the age of seventy he was 
entitled to receive two shillings a week for life, and 
allowed to “ perform any work he was able for his 
better support.” On the death of a member, the 
President, Stewards and Clerk attended the funeral 
attired in a black coat and wearing a black hat-band 
provided for the purpose, and each received the sum of 
one shilling for his service ; but refusal or neglect to 
attend meant a forfeiture of two shillings each. To 
extend the usefulness of the society, the sum of money 
due to the deceased member’s family was paid on the 
day of the funeral. 

Every endeavour was made to preserve amity and 
proper decorum in the society, and fines were inflicted 
upon members who transgressed against the rules in 
force. Any member who became quarrelsome was 
fined sixpence for the first offence, and if he raised 



EARLY BRADFORD FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, 27 

repeated disputes so as to become a “known and 
common disturber of the peace of the society,” he was, 
by the vote of the members present, excluded from 
membership. 

If a member was heard to use profane and abusive 
language he was hned twopence for each offence, and if 
anyone called for liquor or tobacco without the consent 
of the President he had to pay for it himself. It was 
not lawful to call any of the members by-names in the 
meeting room, and to smoke at the President’s table 
was considered a serious offence. 

The President and Stewards were allowed one 
shilling for attending the monthly meeting, and two 
shillings for attending the quarterly meeting ; the money 
had to be spent during the evening. The Inn-keeper 
had to supply the society, on meeting nights, with good 
ale or other liquor at a reasonable price, a good fire, and 
an almanack when occasion arose for the use of one. 
The money and other securities were deposited in a 
chest provided for the purpose, having five locks and 
keys. The President, Stewards, and the master of the 
house each had a key. This latter person, who had to 
give a sufficient security, usually held the office of 
Treasurer. 

These early societies clung with great fondness to 
the annual feasts, and such occasions were made 
opportunities for festivity. Usually there was a pro¬ 
cession of all members who attended Church in the 
morning, and after the service a dinner was provided in 
the society’s room, a sum of money being voted out of 
the funds of the society to defray the cost. 

Friendly Societies continued to exist so long as three 
members remained; and when the stock amounted to 
two pounds for every free member the overplus was 
equally divided to all free members, providing it 
amounted to one shilling or more per person. 

The early Bradford Friendly Societies have long 
since ceased to exist in their original state. They have 
been merged into such modern institutions as the 
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Independent Order of Oddfellows, the Ancient Order 
of Foresters, the Order of Druids, and other similar 
societies which were formed in Bradford last century. 
They were undoubtedly the pioneers of the modern 
benevolent societies so firmly established in Bradford 
to-day. They served their purpose well, and were the 
means of aiding countless persons in times of affliction 
and distress. 
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JAMES LANGDALE GREGORY. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

IN the manner of his death, James Langdale Gregory 
continued the manner of his life. He was killed 
at Ypres on May ISth, 1917. An outburst of 

Germen shelling threatened the building occupied by 
himself and his men. As officer in charge, he left last, 
and, just as he had secured their safety, was instantly 
killed by a shell. He was always conscientious in duty, 
thorough in its discharge, wide in his interests, wide in 
his sympathies and active in service. 

Jam.es Langdale Gregory, second son of the Rev. 
James Gregory, of Edinburgh and Bradford, was born 
in 1877. During his school days he wrote several prize 
essays, and in 1895, his last year at the Edinburgh 
Academy, won the cricket trophy for the best bowling 
analysis of his year. 

His parents left Edinburgh for Bradford in 1896, and 
he himself was articled to Messrs. Gordon, Hunter & 
Macmaster, a well-known Bradford firm of solicitors. 
During his student days he won several prizes for essays 
and debates on legal topics. He took a top place in his 
final law examination. After periods with firms of 
solicitors in Scarborough and London he returned to 
practice in Bradford, and some years before the Great 
War Mr. Henry Howe and he became partners. 

Many people learnt to value his help and judgment, 
both as a solicitor and as a friend. He spared no effort 
on behalf of the local branch of the National Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. His secre¬ 
taryship of this organization was typical of a constant 
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service through a combination of professional knowledge 
with an interest in the wider and deeper issues of life. 

He found much recreation in music, and also in 
theatricals, through his connection with the Bradford 
Choral Society and the Bradford Amateur Operatic 
Society. In private life he played the violin and sang. 
His physical exercise was walking—in which he was as 
strenuous as in everything else. Since humour seems 
to be a natural mark, in moments of relaxation, of an 
intense, vigorous and sympathic mind, it was perhaps 
inevitable that it should be one of his characteristic 
traits. His family, friends and even more casual 
acquaintances will remember how he could entertain a 
company in an imprompu “charade.” His drawings, 
more than his writings, drew on his store of humour: 
odd sheets often came through the post, which, through 
a knack with the pencil, humorously described his 
experiences on walking tours. 

Among the lectures he gave on various occasions were 
four on “ Robert Browning,” “ The Poetry of Francis 
Thompson,” “ Utopias, Ancient and Modern,” and 
“ The Origin of Language.” He had mental outlets 
and inlets in the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society, and in the Athenaeum Club. He helped, with 
his usual energy and effectiveness, to keep these media 
of mental life in sound working order by acting as 
Secretary. His combination of business capacity with 
more purely intellectual gifts made him ideal in this 
role. He could arrange a picnic and give it life as well 
as he could organise a more serious meeting and give 
to that value by his contributions. 

Mr. Gregory was elected Honorary Corresponding 
Secretary of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society in 1910, and efficiently discharged his duties 
until 1914, when he resigned the office. He was elected 
a Member of the Council in recognition of his valuable 
services, and remained as such until his death in 1917. 
It was during his secretariate that the society first issued 
its valuable publication “ The Local Record Series,” 
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which, unfortunately, has been temporarily suspended, 
after the issue of the first two parts, owing to the great 
increase in the cost of printing. Mr. Gregory entered 
into that work whole-heartedly, and did a great deal of 
the organizing work during the early stages of preparing 
the publication for issue. 

He was frequently pressed to read papers before the 
society, and on April 17th, 1912, he read a very 
scholarly article entitled “ The Origin of Language.” 
He would have read more had he been able to find 
time to prepare them. In fact it was announced that 
he would read a paper entitled “ Hegel’s Philosophy of 
History” on February 10th, 1915, but he was prevented 
from doing so at the last moment, owing to military 
duties, greatly to the disappointment of the society’s 
members. 

In every man’s mind there is one dominant psychical 
centre which determines the whole trend of his life. 
He believed in all those things which, little and great 
together, compose truly human existence: in trivial joys, 
in laughter, in social intercourse, in helpfulness, in 
affection, in loyalty, in sincerity, in industry and in high 
endeavour, both in action and thought. As one of 
Plato’s “ synoptical ” men, as one who sought for the 
first principles of things, his deepest interest was 
philosophy. This would be clear to his intimates ; and, 
with that complete understanding induced byphilosophy, 
his was an interest in the widest and deepest problems 
of existence, obvious to all those who came into close 
mental contact with him. He was planning, and perhaps 
actually writing, a history of philosophy when war broke 
out. 

He would perhaps have found it difficult, like many 
others to-day, to define his religious convictions. His 
father was a Congregationalist minister, and he worked 
with his usual thoroughness and earnestness for several 
Congregational churches, and once walked twenty miles 
to assist in a Sunday School, and twenty miles back. 
He became a convinced Unitarian in his later days, but 
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the mental route of a philosophical mind like his is 
often long. 

When the German army crossed the Belgian frontier 
in 1914, he was as ready to serve his country as he had 
been to serve his fellow citizens. He thought over the 
European situation with his usual effort after the real 
truth, and joined the British army from a strong sense 
of duty. He was a private in the early days of the 
war, and, like many others, had his share of battle and 
hardship. He once, probably often, carried a fellow- 
soldier’s kit during a wearying march: he had shouldered 
others’ burdens before, burdens of mind and heart, as 
well as burdens of the back. A trivial thing often 
reveals character. 

After serving as private in the Universities and 
Public Schools Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers, he was 
commissioned, in 1916, as Second Lieutenant to the 
Yorkshire Regiment. His wish to serve his cadetship 
at Oxford had been gratified, and he cherished the 
memory of his Oxford days. Late in 1916 he crossed 
the Channel to the firing line—and to death. 

He was in his fortieth year when he was laid in 
Zillebeke cemetery—old enough to have done good 
work, and young enough to be denied the final achieve¬ 
ment of maturity. “ Lycidas is dead.” It may be 
added, in the spirit of Milton’s lament, not forgetting 
that others have also worked and thought as he thought 
and worked, but thinking for the moment only of him, 
“ and hath not left his peer.” 

OUR BRITISH DEAD. 
“O, stranger, bring the Spartans word, that there. 

Obedient thus to their command, we lie.”—Simonides. 

Here do we He, dead but not discontent. 
That which we found to do has had 

accomplishment. 

No more for us uprise or set of sun ; 
The vigilant night, the desperate day is done. 

To other hands we leave the avenging sword. 
To other tongues to speak the arousing word. 

Here do we lie, dead but not discontent. 
That which was ours to do has had accom¬ 

plishment. 

Forget us not, O Land for which we fell— 
May it go well with England—still go well. 

Keep her bright banners without blot or stain. 
Lest we should dream that we have died in 

vain. 

Brave be the days to come, when we 
Are but a wistful memory. 

Here do we lie, dead but not discontent, 
That which we came to do has had accom¬ 

plishment. 
—Joseph Lee, Sergt., The Black Watch. 





ROOLEY HALL AND ITS 

ASSOCIATIONS 

WM. E. PRESTON 

IT would be difficult for a person of the present day 
to form a mental picture of the hamlet of Rooley 
and its environs as they were a century or so ago. 

At that time it was a retired hamlet, approached by 
wooded and deep rutted lanes, lying a mile or so away 
to the south of Bradford, and possessing an old world 
charm which has now almost entirely disappeared—the 
result of the industrial progress that marks Bradford’s 
later history. 

Coal mining and iron smelting industries were the 
causes of the remarkable changes which the district has 
undergone, and for these during more than a century 
it was a centre of activity. The heaps of pit refuse 
spread for miles around bear eloquent testimony to 
man’s industry in his search for mineral wealth. These 
activities, with the rapid growth of building operations, 
have taken toll of many remains of historical interest 
which formerly were in evidence. But of Rooley 
itself sufficient of its old world character yet remains 
to claim the interest of any person who possesses the 
capacity of appreciating what survives of the life of 
some of its ancient inhabitants. 

The hamlet of Rooley occupies an elevated situation 
near Wibsey Bank Root, and lies within the manor and 
township of Bowling, now in the southern area of the 
city of Bradford. An ancient highway, important in 



34 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

its early days, which is now an artery for considerable 
traffic from Halifax to Wibsey, thence onwards to 
Dudley Hill, Thornbury and Leeds, runs through the 
hamlet. 

The name appears in a number of variations of 
spelling in old documents, where it is given as Rooley, 
Rowle, Rowley and Ruley. One local writer states 
that at one time there were three contiguous places 
of that name thereabouts, viz.: Great Rooley, Little 
Rooley and Hanging Rooley, possibly only names of 
fields lying within the area of the hamlet. 

As a place name Rooley or Rowley occurs in other 
parts of Yorkshire and in Lancashire, and has even 
been adopted in the United States as a township name. 

The derivation of this and other place names having 
a philological affinity has been the subject of speculation 
by several learned authorities, amongst them the late 
Prof. Moorman and Prof. Ekwall, Ph.D. The latter, 
in a volume on “ Lancashire Place Names,” published 
by the Cheetham Society, speaks of the place name 
Rowley in the parish of Whalley as being possibly 
founded on the old English word “ raw,” meaning row, 
street, and “ leah,” meadow, field; or the first element, 
he says, may be from the old English “ ruh,” rough. 

In favour of the latter of these derivations we may 
say that a large tract of land lying in Bowling, situate 
in the vicinity of the present Bowling Park, was known 
in the 18th century as the “ Roughs.” 

A family seems to have derived its name from the 
place. One John de Roulai appears as a juror at a 
Bradford Manor Court, held in the 28 Edw. 3 (1354). 
This is the earliest mention of the place name which 
has been discovered. 

Situate within the manor of Bolling, it is evident 
that Rooley at an early date formed part of the exten¬ 
sive domain of the Bolling family of Bolling Hall. In 
the will of Tristram Bolling, bearing date 1502, he 
bequeaths to John Tempest, son of Richard Tempest, 
a tenement called “ Rowle.” 



ROOLEY HALL AND ITS ASSOCIATIONS 35 

To-day, an inconspicuous group of old cottages and 
farm buildings, with two or three 17th century build¬ 
ings of some architectural importance, forms the centre 
of interest. One of these, known as “ Rooley Hall,” is 
of more than passing interest, and claims our attention 
as the subject of this paper. It is a building of a type 
found at its best in Yorkshire, and in the West Riding 
particularly, where examples of great interest are to be 
found scattered about the Pennine Hills, and in the 
valleys of the Aire and Calder. 

They were originally, in the case of the more impor¬ 
tant ones, associated with manorial properties as manor 
houses, and frequently occupy the sites of earlier 
structures. But the majority were erected by a class of 
influential land owning yeomen and clothiers flourish¬ 
ing in the 17th century. The design of this class of 
building shows a Tudor influence, and is such as to 
make it eminently suitable to meet the demand for 
domestic comfort sought by those who lived in a part 
of the country where the winter season was long and 
the climate severe. 

Constructed usually of millstone grit, with wide 
heavily oak timbered roofs covered with thin slabs of 
local flagstone, with deeply recessed windows having- 
rows of mullions, they possess a beauty afforded by no 
other style of architecture of a domestic character. In 
many cases the interiors show no less interesting details, 
the inner walls being frequently pannelled with oak, 
while the cornices and ceilings were moulded and 
decorated with elaborate designs in plaster work, richly 
coloured and often gilded. In recent times much of 
the early character of most of these old homesteads has 
been lost sight of through the indifference to their 
preservation shown by successive owners and tenants. 
Rooley Hall has suffered badly in this respect, although 
in its present state of decay it still preserves an old 
world charm and maintains a conspicuous dignity 
amongst its mean surroundings. 

It is difficult to assign a precise date for the erection 
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of the building. Houses of this class frequently possess 
a date stone, usually inset above the principal doorway, 
giving the year of erection, with the initial letters of the 
name of the builder and that of his wife. I am told 
that such a stone is built into the wall over the west 
door, and now hidden by a porch added at a much 
later date, probably about 1860 or 1870. 

Amongst the matter I have been able to gather, there 
seems much to establish the fact that Rooley Hall was 
erected during the first half of the 17th century by 
one Abraham Lister, a man of scholarly habits and 
possessed of considerable legal knowledge, who figures 
in Bradford history during the first quarter of the 17th 
century. Unfortunately, we know very little of his 
private life and his family connections, although it is 
likely he belonged to a branch of the old Lister family, 
members of which were spread about in Bradford 
and district at that time, and of whom some rose to 
eminence in the religious and civil life of the country. 

Abraham Lister first appears as a resident at Horton 
towards the close of Elizabeth’s reign. His chief 
employment seems to have been in the practice of law, 
particularly in that branch of the profession where 
knowledge was required in drawing up deeds in respect 
of the transfer of land, a process which at that time 
was rather involved. A large number of deeds are still 
in existence, apparently drawn up by him, on which his 
name appears as an interested party, or as witness. 

He belonged to an old school of lawyers of whom 
there were many representatives in and about Bradford, 
prominent amongst them being the Hansons of Wood- 
house in Rastrick and the Midgleys of Headley in 
Bradford-dale, who were linked up with the great legal 
men like the Saviles. Many of these men employed 
assistants who carefully engrossed their parchments, 
whom they designated “servants.” These in their turn 
followed their master’s profession. One of Lister’s 
“ servants,” William Brooksbank, a member of an old 
Horton family of that name, acquired much of Lister’s 
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legal practice at his death. He resided at Eccleshill, 
where he bought land. He can claim the distinction of 
being the father of Abraham Brooksbank, Vicar of Brad¬ 
ford in the late 17th century, a fact hitherto unknown. 

Lister himself was engaged in a number of specula¬ 
tions in land both in Bradford and neighbourhood, such 
speculations being at that time a favourite form of 
business enterprise indulged in by men of his class, 
either individually or as members of trusts. These 
made themselves the instruments by which large 
monastic properties were acquired by grants from the 
Crown, or from other sources. The acquisitions were 
afterwards sub-divided into small freeholds, and sold to 
persons who were in a position to acquire them. 

In addition to ventures of this kind, he occasionally 
lent money on mortgage of lands and houses, the only 
way, apparently, at that time whereby a man could 
with safety lay out his capital. A deed relating to a 
transaction of this character has more than a passing- 
interest. It^ is dated the 2nd Feb., 1600, and recites 
that John Greene of Horsforth, gent., conveys by way 
of mortgage to Walter Tempest of Birks (in Bowling) 
and Abraham Lister of Horton in Bradford-dale “ two 
closes of land called Pytt Ynge and Pighell, in Hors¬ 
forth, as the same lieth near one mill called Calverley 
Milne, and abutteth upon the river called Ayre on the 
South part, and upon one leyne called Calverley Milne 
Leyne on the East part.” 

This close is alluded to as the Inge near the Ford. 
This is undoubtedly the ford across the Aire, that pre¬ 
ceded the naming of the town of Horsford or Horsforth; 
and as the name of this place occurs in the Domesday 
Survey, the crossing place must have been one of great 
antiquit}-. Possibly it was m use as a river crossing of 
a vicinal way to the Roman station at Adel. This 
river passage fell into disuse in the 18th century when 
a toll bridge was erected at the joint expense of the 
Stanhope and Calverley families, whose properties 
adjoin both banks of the river. 
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Abraham Lister appears as a purchaser of land at 
Bolling as early as 1602, where along with one Matthew 
Holdsworth he is mentioned as plaintiff in a fine for 
lands there acquired of William Rooks and others. 
Holdsworth was a representative of an old local family 
of that name which had for centuries established 
themselves in the townships of North Bierley and 
Horton, and it is likely that he was the father of Grace 
Holdsworth, whom Abraham Lister married at Brad¬ 
ford in 1601. By this marriage he had issue eight 
children, all baptized at the Bradford Parish Church. 

H X H > 

^ <d J 1X1 
Masons’ marks on stonework, Rooley Hall. 

Abraham Lister, as there is reason to suppose from 
the character of the building, would have commenced 
the erection of Rooley Hall early in the 17th century, 
on the site of the old building mentioned in the will of 
Tristram Bolling. On this work he employed a number 
of masons skilled in their craft, probably members of a 
guild of freemasons, who have left their marks on most 
of the large blocks of carefully dressed stone of which the 
structure is built. To the west of the Hall he erected 
substantial farm buildings, and it is interesting to note 
that in the structural arrangement of the older portions 
of the present barn considerable quantities of roughly 
hewn oak timber have been used, undoubtedly taken 
from an early erection demolished at the time the 
farm was built. These massive timbers still show the 
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ancient mortice holes and joints, and bear every 
indication of 15th century, if not earlier, workman¬ 
ship. 

It is probable that these timberings are part of 
the tenement alluded to as “ Rowle ” in the will of 
Tristram Bolling', in 1502. Most of our domestic 
buildings up to the reign of Elizabeth were constructed 
of timber, many being at a later date wholly encased 
by stone walls when not demolished. Several such 
timbered structures yet remain in the Halifax parish, 
and also several houses of stone showing an early 
timbered building enclosed. I find mention of such a 
house being in Horton in 1560, and then described as 
the “ Woodhouse.” 

Abraham Lister died in the year 1628, his body being 
buried in the Bradford Parish Church on the 27th 
October, being the day of his death. 

By an Inquisition^ taken at Halifax on the 30th 
October, 4 Charles, after the death of Abraham Lister, 
late of Bolling in the County of York, yeo. The jury 
found that the said Abraham at the time of his death 
was seized in his demesne as of fee of, and in, one 
messuage, and of, and in, all lands tenements and 
hereditaments to the same belonging in Bollinge 
containing by estimation eight acres late in his own 
occupation, and of, and in, two cottages with appurten¬ 
ances, containing four acres in Bollinge and Wibseye— 
then in the tenures of John Hillhouse and William 
Kellett. xA.braham died 27 October instant. The jury 
say the aforesaid messuage was held of the King as of 
his Castle or Honor of Pontefract by Knights Service, 
that is a 200th part of a knight’s fee and worth 2 
shillings. That xAbraham Lister is son and next heir 
of the deceased and aged 19 years 5 months and 2 
days. That Grace wife to Abraham is in full life at 
Bollinge. 

* Inq. P.M. Series 11, 4 Chas, 1, 
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The old attorney being dead, the widow and family 
continued to reside at Bolling for eleven years in the 
house which I take to be Rooley Hall. 

In 1639 Abraham Lister the son, then described as a 
yeoman, and his mother, Grace Lister, in consideration 
of the sum of £200, granted to Jonathan Robartshawe 
of Woodhouse, in the township of North Bierley, 
clothier, all that messuage and tenement situate in 
Bolling, then in the occupations of the said Abraham 
and Grace, with all the houses, barns and lands belong¬ 
ing to the same in Bolling. It would appear from this 
deed that the Listers parted with their possessions in 
Bolling for what would at that time be a substantial 
sum. From thence onward I find no further mention 
of this branch of the Lister family in Bradford history. 
Jonathan Robertshaw, after his purchase of the property 
in 1639, took up his residence there, where he seems to 
have dwelt until 1650. 

At this time, and for half a century earlier, there 
had been living at Heaton Royds, in the township of 
Heaton, a notable family of the name of Dixon. The 
old family home, with adjoining buildings, forms a 
picturesque feature of the landscape near Heaton 
Woods, and is well known to persons frequenting this 
sylvan retreat. The progenitor of the family here was 
one William Dixon of Heaton Royds, who was note¬ 
worthy as having in 1564 filed a bill in the Duchy 
Court against the Lord of the Manor of Heaton and 
several of the freeholders for enclosing part of the 
common lands there. He was successful, for an order 
of Court, dated 1566, ordered the lands to be laid open 
and enjoyed in common as heretofore. He had two 
sons, Abraham Dixon of Heaton Royds, and John of 
Shipley, and it is Abraham who affects us principally in 
our recital. Abraham had a son John, who succeeded 
him at Heaton Royds, and married Mary, daughter of 
Richard Bailey of Allerton. Both families were well 
known for their stout independency in religious 
matters. 
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The Bailey family of Allerton was identified with 
the old homestead there called Bailey Fold, which has 
already received some mention by the late Mr. T. T. 
Empsall in the pages of this journal, in his account of 
Joseph Lister, the historian of the Siege of Bradford. 
The property afterwards became the possession of 
Joseph Lister by marriage with Sarah Denton, the 
daughter of John Denton of Manningham, whose wife 
Hester was sister to Mary Bailey, who became the wife 
of John Dixon. 

I3y this marriage John Dixon had several children, 
who grew up under the religious influence of their 
parents. Of these was Jeremiah, the eldest son, whose 
only son dying without issue in 1724 was buried in the 
Presbyterian Chapel Yard. By his will he devised a 
farm and lands at Wilsden, called Birchen Lee, to this 
chapel, an estate which I understand has recently been 
disposed of by the trustees. 

John Dixon’s third son, William, more immediately 
affects our survey. He was born in 1619 at Heaton 
Royds, and early became imbued with the strong 
Puritan tenets of his father and mother. When the 
Civil Wars broke out he ranged himself on the side of 
the Parliament, and became a captain in Cromwell’s 
army. Several of Dixon’s friends and neighbours like¬ 
wise joined the Parliamentary armies at this time in 
“ defence of the liberties of the realm,” amongst these 
being Captain Lister of Frizinghall, Captain Wilkinson 
and Captain Bradshaw of Manningham. 

At the close of hostilities Dixon returned to his old 
home at Heaton Royds, where he devoted himself to 
the pursuits of agriculture. Of Dixon’s military career 
little seems to be known, and no account of his descen- 
dents appears in any of the printed family records. 
Even James, in his History of Bradford, fails to give 
us any account of his life. 

In the year 1650 I find that he left his old home at 
Heaton Royds to take up his abode at Rooley Hall, 
which he had purchased in that year from Jonathan 
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Robertshaw, the original purchaser of the property from 
the Listers. To this estate he added a number of 
adjoining closes of land by purchase in 1653 from Isaac 
Murgatroyd, a clothier of Tyersal, which land had 
previously been part of Lister’s property there. The 
names of the closes were: Machon Inge, Thornton 
Inge, Welcroft and the Intacke. 

In 1660 Captain Dixon, as he was then locally called, 
took to wife Susan, the daughter of William Swaine of 
Bradford, tanner, a wealthy and influential townsman. 
In the same year he conveyed to his father-in-law, 
William Swaine, and John Crabtree of Clock House in 
Manningham, all his estate at Rooley in trust to secure 
the dower of his wife. The Swaines were at this time 
identified with Horton, and were a family of some 
note there, the family home being a farmstead called 
“ Hunt Yard.” Amongst William Swaine’s possessions 
was the ancient homestead of the Nettleton family, 
with considerable out-buildings and tan houses at a 
place called “Ryecroft” in the township of Tong, which 
he had purchased of Francis and Jonathan Nettleton. 
This property by his will passed to his daughter, Judith 
Swaine, who had become the wife of a Christopher 
Nettleton. 

William Dixon after becoming owner of the Boiling- 
property began to develop it. He appears to have been 
acquainted with the mineral wealth that lay beneath his 
land. It is probable that the outcrops of coal on the 
family estate at Heaton had for some time before this 
date occupied the attention of members of that family 
as numerous ancient coal workings on that property 
would seem to indicate. That Captain Dixon was 
actively engaged in coal mining at an early date appears 
from an entry in the Bradford Manor Court Rolls. At 
the Court Leet held on the 5th October, 1665 :— 

“A Payne was laid that \\'illiam Dixon of Bolling and 
John Crabtree of Manningham shall remove all the gravel of 
earth and scale digged forth of the Harrie Rhods Cole Pitts, 
which by their procurement was throwne into the high wayes 
and ditches belonging to Heaton upon payne of 39/1 Id.” 
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William Dixon died leaving a son Abraham, who 
appears to have inherited his father’s property at 
Bolling. He was living at Pudsey, and is there des¬ 
cribed as a yeoman. He seems to have let the Bolling 
property for a time to one Richard Mortimer, while 
two small cottages on the property were occupied by 
William Sugden and Jonas Mawde. The close of land, 
Thornton Inge, being farmed by Abraham Jowett. 

Abraham Dixon married in 1685 Susan, the daughter 
of Robert Burnell of Pudsey, yeoman. Thomas Gill, 
a Bradford attorney, who figures largely in local history 
at this time, drew up a marriage settlement wherein 
Abraham Dixon conveys to Robert Arthington of 
Farnley Hall (near Leeds), yeoman, and to Robert 
Burnell, his wife’s father, his property in Bolling in 
trust for the joint lives of him and his wife, with power 
for his wife to bequeath to such person as by deed 
or by her will she should direct. Robert Arthington of 
Farnley, the co-trustee, was a highly respected and 
influential member of the Society of Friends, whose 
descendants ultimately became important figures in the 
banking world. 

The Dixon family for a long time had been recog¬ 
nized as stout supporters of the Presbyterian form 
of religious worship, and Abraham Dixon’s house at 
Rooley was used for the purpose of a meeting-place for 
Protestant Dissenters, and where many notable people 
congregated, including Abraham Sharp, the astronomer. 
A request for a licence for that purpose was made under 
the Toleration Act, 1689, at the Leeds Quarter Sessions 
in that year, when the Justices were presented with the 
following appeal:— 

“This may certifie the Court that the dwelling house of 
Abraham Dixon, of Bowling, in the parish of Bradford, and 
county of York, is intended and by the adherers thereto 
agreed upon for a public meeting place for Protestant Dis¬ 
senters, having no other desire but to glorify God and edifie 
one another, desiring the health, peace, prosperity, and safety 
of their Majesties King William and Queen Mary, and the 
good of the kingdom. 
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Therefore we whose names are here subscribed do desire 
this honourable and worthy bench to grant us a licence. 

Robert Burnell 
Abra: Dixon 
Jo. Hardakers 

God save the King and Queen.” 

It will be noticed that the names of Abraham Dixon 
himself and Robert Burnell of Pudsey, his wife’s father, 
appear as two of the signatories. 

Mr. Cudworth, when writing his History of Bowling, 
failed to locate the abode of Dixon. Speaking about 
ancient meeting-houses in Bowling he says: “We have 
little doubt that Abraham Dixon’s dwelling-house was 
in the vicinity of the old corn mill,’’ a mill of which he 
gives some account as having belonged to the Dixons. 

He also says: “That part of Bowling lying nearest to 
Horton township undoubtedly lay open to the influence 
exerted by the Puritan owners of Horton Hall, and the 
Dixon’s (or Dickensons) dwelling was in immediate 
contiguity to the ‘ new meeting-house,’ from which 
sprang the old Presbyterian Chapel in Chapel Lane, 
Bradford, erected in 1718.” Be this as it may, there 
is no doubt that at that time there existed a strong 
Puritan atmosphere in Horton and Bowling, fostered 
largely by the Sharps and the venerable Oliver Hey- 
wood ; and that the Dixons were imbued at an early 
date with the prevailing spirit of dissent. 

In pursuance of the power vested in Mary, the wife 
of Abraham Dixon, by the deed of settlement previously 
referred to, she by deed in 1722 granted to her son 
William all the premises mentioned in it, subject to a 
rent charge of £8 yearly to be paid to her husband 
Abraham, the grant to come into force immediately 
after her death. After the death of her husband she 
ordered that all that messuage or dwelling-house situate 
at a place called Bankfoot in Bowling, and one croft of 
land thereto belonging, formerly in the possession of 
Jonas Mawde but then in that of Jonas Loftus, and one 
close called Thornton Ing adjoining to the said croft. 
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formerly in the possession of William Lee, be conveyed 
to Hannah, her daughter, wife of John Wilkinson of 
Wibsey, and Mary, her daughter, wife of Henry Nettle- 
ton of Hunsworth, equally between them. Some years 
after this disposal of her interest in the family property 
was decided upon, some change was made in the 
household arrangements, apparently in view of the 
contemplated marriage of their only son William, 
and that both Abraham and his wife were becoming 
advanced in years and no longer able to give that 
attention to the farm and other businesses that was 
required of them. 

In 1725 we find both Abraham and his wife convey¬ 
ing to their son William a lease of Rooley Hall for the 
term of their lives, or the life of the one surviving, at a 
rent of ;^15 a year, reserving for themselves the use of 
the Great Parlour and the North Parlour, of which they 
were to have the use for the remainder of their days. 

William had inherited the business enterprise shown 
by both his father and grandfather, and was carrying- 
on the work begun by them; but he was restricted by 
his parents in this direction from “ sinking pits or 
getting of coles in a close called Thornton Inge, or in 
the croft adjoining thereto, in the possession of Joshua 
Sugden ” ; and he was prohibited from “ pulling out 
any coles” which lay in the said grounds from any 
other pit adjoining thereto. He had, however, liberty 
granted him to get “ coles ” which lay in the said lands 
belonging the house, and to make disposal of them as 
he thought fit. The prohibition of mining on these 
two closes was no doubt made to preserve intact a 
property that was intended as part of the inheritance of 
his sisters, Hannah Wilkinson and Mary Nettleton. 

Although William Dixon was the third in descent of 
a line of Dixons interested in exploiting the minerals 
lying beneath their lands at Bowling, it is the grandson 
to whom the distinction must be awarded of being 
amongst the early pioneers who placed the industry of 
coal mining on a commercial footing. He concentrated 
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a great deal of thought on this branch of Bradford’s 
early trade. He directed his energies on mining the 
outcrops and seams of coal lying near the surface, and 
disposed of the produce of his pits in Bradford and the 
neighbouring towns and villages. The coal was mined 
and raised by methods crude in the extreme, and would 
bear no resemblance to those employed in that industry 
to-day. He was frequently mixed up in land deals 
with the notable Abraham Balme. 

Dixon’s activities were not confined solely to the 
working of coal at Bowling, but found an outlet further 
afield. In 1728 his attention was directed to certain 
coal workings on Wyke Common, part of the estate of 
Thomas Empson, of the Middle Temple, London, then 
Lord of the Manor of Wyke, which he took over on 
lease for a term of years. The lease, which contains 
interesting clauses and provisions, recites amongst other 
things ;— 

“ The cole pits and veins of cole now open and known, or 
that may be found out by digging or sinking or otherwise, 
lying and being in a certain land called Wyke Common, 
within the Manor of W^ke, being parcel of the wastes 
belonging to the said Manor. Liberty to digg, search, sink, 
sow, trench and mine in and upon the said waste ground 
called Wyke common for the searching out, heaving and 
taking up of coles with liberty to take and carry away the 
same, getting the said coles and mines artificially, workman¬ 
like and without making waste or overmining the same, and 
not driving any heads, sowing, trenching or getting any coles 
within the compass of ten yards of any of the enclosed 
ground next adjoining the said common. William Dixon to 
leave no shelves, beaks or benches, and at the expiration of 
the term leave a fresh sunk pitt sowed, cleaned, topped and 
fully prepared for getting coles there in as good, sufficient 
and ample a manner as the pit was to which the said Dixon 
entered at the beginning of the term, and leave and yield up 
to the said Thomas Empson such tools and implements 
belonging to the said pits and rhines as are mentioned and 
indorsed on the back of the lease. He shall not get or draw 
coles from more than one pit at one and the same time, and 
shall stoop and rail each pit when they have done working in 
the same, and keep the same clean and well scoured, and 
permit the said Thomas Empson’s servants and workmen 
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to go down and view the work of the said pit or pits, and 
also permit Samuel Ramsbothom one dozen or twelve loads 
of coles yearly from the said pits. 

“ Thomas Empson hath in consideration of the difficult}', 
charge and expense which may attend setting the coalwork 
on foot remitted the rent of ^10 payable for the first year of 
the term.” 

Judging from the nature of the mining implements in 
use, the work must have been carried out in a primitive 
manner. The tools Dixon took over with the pit were 
six coal picks, one sinking pick, a rope and chain and 
clatch irons, a coal pit turn and one maule. 

Dixon’s interests were not confined solely to this class 
of work, for he farmed a considerable area of land in 
the vicinity of Rooley Hall, and carried on there the 
trade of a miller and maltster. In 1735 we learn from 
an indenture of that date that William Dixon leased 
from the divisees under the will of the late Mary 
Hutton of Pudsey, three roods of land to be taken off 
two fields in Bowling, called Augrams, for the term of 
199 years, with liberty to erect a new mill thereon. 
The deed recites that the said William Dixon after¬ 
wards erected a messuage and a “watercorne mill ” and 
kiln thereto adjoining. He also erected a windmill for 
the purpose of grinding grain, then known locally as 
Dickinson’s Miln. It is shown on the township map of 
Bowling, dated 1756. This was one of the five wind¬ 
mills which I have been able to trace as having been in 
use in the vicinity of Bowling. The earliest of these 
is one that is known as Shelf windmill. It is a very 
ancient structure which at one time belonged to 
the Sunderland family of High Sunderland. Richard 
Sunderland bequeathed it along with Coley Hall in 
1573 to his son, Richard Sunderland. There was also 
another old mill situated near Adwalton, and which is 
mentioned in 1644. Horton windmill seems to have 
been in use until the beginning of the 19th century. 
Wibsey windmill is mentioned in 1639 and then 
belonged to the Rookes’ family of Royds Hall, and is 



48 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

described as having been newly erected. Shelf wind¬ 
mill was the last to succumb to modern methods of 
milling. It was in use within the memory of persons 
living. The gaunt structure with its dilapidated sails 
was a familiar picture to persons in the neighbourhood 
of Shelf, and was an object of interest to persons 
passing by. What remained of the old sails was 
removed some years ago, as it was thought there was a 
risk of danger from their collapse. These old windmills 
with their imposing towers and slowly moving sails must 
have given a most picturesque effect to the landscape. 

William Dixon, who built and owned Bowling wind¬ 
mill, died about 1756, leaving a wife, one son and eight 
daughters. To his son William he bequeathed all his 
lands, mills, collieries and coal mines. His daughters 
receiving pecuniary legacies. This William, the last 
of the Dixons of Bolling in the male line, died in 1790 
without issue. He had shown less zeal in exploiting 
the mineral wealth of the district than had his fore¬ 
bears, and hi& interests appear to have lain more in the 
direction of farming and corn milling. He bequeathed 
legacies of money to his sisters and to their issue, and 
his real estate in Bowling, including Rooley Hall, was 
left to his nephew, John Taylor of Bowling, a maltster. 
John Taylor the nephew, dying at an early age, left a 
wife and family of young children to be educated and 
provided for, and he authorized his trustees, John 
Taylor of Windhill and John Wroe of Bolling, to sell 
part of his lands in Bradford, but not his Bolling lands, 
the interest of the proceeds of the sale to be paid half 
yearly to his wife for the bringing up and education of 
his children. John Wroe, one of the executors, had 
advanced considerable sums of money for the payment 
of legacies under the wills of both William Dixon and 
John Taylor, and it became necessary to dispose of the 
Bowling property, including Rooley Hall, to satisfy 
him and meet other payments. But Taylor’s widow, 
who was residing at Rooley, was greatly opposed to the 
sale of the old home. VVroe says: “ She was extremely 
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obstinate and persisted in keeping possession of the 
farm, household furniture and stock of cattle in defiance 
of him and the creditors of her late husband.” Taylor’s 
widow, who subsequently married Joseph North, stuff- 
maker, however, could not hope to hold out against 
Wroe’s claim, and nothing having been done to satisfy 
the claims of creditors and legatees, the property was 
sold by auction in 1802, when it was purchased by 
Messrs. Jarratt, Dawson & Hardy, representing the 
Low Moor Company. 

Signature of Abraham Lister. 



INCISED BRONZE PALSTAVE 

Rosse Butterfield, F.E.S. 

IN a broken-down wall of an old peat house at 
Drebley-in-Wharfedale I found, in August, 1921, 
a much weathered bronze palstave, with an incised 

notch at the anterior extremity of each wing. The 
notches vary in depth from two to five millimetres, and 
they slope slightly in a backward direction. 

Mr. Reginald A. Smith, M.A., of the British Museum, 
to whom I sent a sketch, informs me that he has not 
seen similar notches in a palstave, nor has Mr. Parker 
Brewis, F.S.A. Apparently, the notches have been 
made subsequent to the casting, and appear to have 
been sawn by some implement, and not filed. The 
cutting edge of the palstave was not trimmed after 
casting, and irregularities, due to an imperfect mould, 
are evident. It measures three and three quarter 
inches in length, one inch and a quarter across the 
widest part of the cutting edge, and one inch and a 
sixteenth across the wings. 

May, 1927. 
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Paper read at a Meeting of the 

Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, 

on January 12th, 1927, 

By WILFRID ROBERTSHAW 

(Honorary Secretary). 

CORNELIUS Walford, who has published some 
interesting records concerning fairs and markets, 
deplores the fact that there is a lack of historians 

of fairs, and says: “The fact may perhaps be accounted 
for in the circumstances that fairs, as now regarded, are 
associated with notions of frivolity.” * It is difficult to 
agree with this opinion. To our mind the reason is 
due to the paucity of material available for the investi¬ 
gation of such a subject. In view of this fact we feel 
that the consideration of any new matter which throws 
light upon the history of a local fair will be of interest. 

The fairs and markets of England have played an 
important part in both the social and commercial 
history of the country. They have, however, now lost 
much of their commercial usefulness, and those that 
survive are merely a shadow of their former importance. 
We have heard of the fairs of Adwalton, Bradford, 
Lee Gap, Wibsey and others; but they no longer stir 
within us any particular feeling: they now appeal only 
to a few people who are directly interested in them. 
To these gatherings of past centuries came the 

* “Fairs, Past and Present,” 1883. Preface. 
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inhabitants of districts for miles around to sell, buy or 
exchange cattle, horses or goods. Here was retailed 
the gossip of the countryside, as well as news brought 
by travellers and pedlars from far afield; and here was 
met some friend or kinsman who chose the occasion to 
visit what might be his native place. 

Before dealing with a toll-taker’s book, or record of 
sales of horses at Adwalton Fair on June 2nd, 1631, 
which has recently come to light, we will recall a few 
facts relating to this fair and market. James Parker 
records in his “ Illustrated Rambles from Hipperholme 
to Tong ” the discovery of a document, which was a 
grant from the Crown in 1577 to hold a fair at 
Adwalton. As this charter is of much interest in our 
study of the recently discovered document,^ it is felt 
that the very useful purpose of co-ordinating the exist¬ 
ing information on Adwalton Fair will be served by 
giving a transcript of it here. 

The charter was found as the result of the refusal of 
the West Riding Justices of the Brewster Sessions, held 
at Bradford in 1903, to renew the license of the oldest 
inn in the village, the White Hart Hotel, and was 
subsequently produced as evidence in an effort to obtain 
the reversion of their decision. It appears that it had 
been the custom to hold horse and cattle fairs near the 
White Hart Hotel, and it had been frequently stated, 
but never substantiated, that a charter had been granted 
in Queen Elizabeth’s reign for the holding of these fairs, 
and that the holder of the license had certain rights in 
regard to them. In order to strengthen the case for 
appeal, the owner of the inn applied to the Public 
Record Office for a copy of the charter, it having been 
ascertained in the eighteen-nineties that such a docu¬ 
ment existed. The following transcript is given as it 
appears in Parker’s book mentioned above:— 

* The toll-taker’s book dealt with in this paper forms part of the collection 
of manuscripts belonging to Viscount Allendale, of Bretton Park, 
near Wakefield. 
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Patent Roll (Chancery) 19 Elizabeth, part 6 in (37) 29, 
A.D. 1577. D. con pro John Brooke, to him and 
his heirs. 

Queen etc. to all to whom it may concern greeting. 
Whereas our said subject John Brooke, son and heir of 
James Brooke, late of Adwalton, in the County of York, 
deceased, resides on his own estate as of fee of and in the 
village or hamlet of Adwalton, situate and being within the 
manor of Drighlington, in our said County of York, and 
whereas as we are informed from a time to the contrary 
of which no memory of man exists great numbers of our 
subjects from different parts as well of our County of 
Lancaster as of our aforesaid County of York, and from 
other parts of this our Kingdom of England have been a 
wont to come together and assemble at the aforesaid village 
of Adwalton yearly on every second Thursday betAveen the 
festivals of Easter and St. Michael the Archangel, as if to a 
public market and similarly on the Thursday next following 
the several festivals of Easter and Whitsuntide in every 
year as if to a common fair, there held for all chattels and 
merchandize. But by reason that hitherto these markets 
and fairs had been there held without right and that goods 
and chattels are sold and bought without knowledge and 
goods and chattels dishonestly acquired were brought on 
the said several days to the aforesaid village of Adwalton 
and thieves and robbers thereof escaped in safety to the 
great loss of our subjects’ goods and not a little to the injury 
of the State, rvhence by the said John Brooke we haA^e been 
most humbly petitioned that Ave AA'Ould grant an appropriate 
remedy therefor, know ye therefore that Ave for the refor¬ 
mation and amendment of these abuses being favourably 
inclined to the aforesaid petition have of our special grace 
certain knoAvledge, and motion given and granted and for our 
heirs and successors by these presents do giA'-e and grant to 
the said John Brooke. That he and his heirs and assigns 
kiAvfully may have, hold and keep within his own estate and 
village of Adwalton aforesaid for ever, a market on every 
second Thursday between the festivals of Easter and St. 
Michael the Archangel, and also tAvo fairs or feasts in every 
year for ever the first of such fairs beginning on the 
Thursday next after the festival of Whitsuntide, and lasting 
one day thence next following. Together Avith a Court of 
Piepoudre to be holden there at the time of the said fairs, 
feasts, and markets Avith all liberties and free customs to the 
same Court belonging and wdth tollage, stallage, pannage, 
fines, americaments and all other profits, commodities and 
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emoluments whatsoever to the same markets, feasts and 
Court of Piepoudre coming, following, arising or happening, 
and with all the liberties and free customs to the same fairs 
and feasts and Court belonging or regarding. So nevertheless 
that the said markets and fairs shall not be to the injury of 
any neighbouring fairs or markets, and at the times of the 
said markets and fairs and every of them the said John 
Brooke his heirs and assigns may have, take and collect by 
himself or by his deputies for every lamb bought or sold in 
Adwalton aforesaid one penny, and for every live sheep there 
bought or sold one penny, and other dues tolls and imports 
of all and all manner of merchandizes and chattels whatsoever 
sold or bought within the precincts of the township and 
village of Adwalton aforesaid without interruption or hind¬ 
rance of us our heirs successors or any other persons To 
have, hold, use and enjoy the said markets, liberties and 
privileges to the said John Brooke and his heirs and assigns 
for ever. To be holden of us our heirs and successors in fee 
simple. Rendering therefor yearly to us and our heirs and 
successors at our Court of Exchequer or to the Receiver 
General for the time being of Crown Revenues within the 
County of York aforesaid twenty-six shillings and eightpence 
of lawful English money to be paid in manner aforesaid at 
the Festival of St. Michael the Archangel in er^ery year. 

In witness etc., E.R. at Westminster the 1st day of 
February, etc. 

It will be seen that the charter was granted in the 
nineteenth year of Elizabeth’s reign to a John Brooke 
who, according to Parker, was at that time licensee of 
the ancient hostelry just mentioned. Unfortunately, 
we are not able to present a lengthy account of the 
Brookes concerned; but from the few deeds we have 
examined it has been possible to construct the following 
short pedigree:— 
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James Brooke = Anne 
of Little Gomersal, 
yeoman ; died before 
1577 

John Brooke = Elizabeth- Edmund Thomas 
son and heir of James ; 
grantee of the charter I 

William Brooke = Anne 
of Adwalton, yeoman ; 
died April 5th, 1630; 
owner of half the 
tollages, etc., of the 
markets and fairs of 
Adwalton ; will dated 
1630 

John Brooke Susanne Grace Rosamond 
born 1617; His Majes¬ 
ty's ward, 1630; living 
at Adwalton, 1639 

From the note under William Brooke’s name in the 
above pedigree it is noticed that he succeeded to only 
half of the fair and market rights. To whom the other 
half was bequeathed we do not know : probably only 
his father’s will can give this information. A search 
at the Probate Registry at York has, however, failed 
to prove its existence there. That William Brooke 
succeeded to half of the revenues accruing from the 
ownership of the markets and fairs is proved by the 
following abstract of a lease dated March 13th, 
1629-1630 

1629-30, March 13. Lease from William Brooke of 
Adwalton in the co. York, yeoman, to Richard Brooke of 
Birstall in the said county, yeoman, W’illiam Wood of 
Drighlington, yeoman, and Richard Brooke of Adwalton the 
elder, yeoman, (for and towards the payment of such his 
debts as his personal estate will not extend to discharge, and 
for providing and raising of some competent portions for his 
younger children to witt Susanne, Grace, and Rosamond 
Brooke his three daughters for their better education, main¬ 
tenance and preferment in marriage) of two parts of all that 
messuage or tenement, with lands belonging the same in 
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Adwalton aforesaid in the township of Drighlington the 
whole being in three parts divided. And also two parts of 
all the other messuages, cottages, lands, tenements, rents, 
etc. of the said William Brooke in Adwalton and Drighling¬ 
ton and in Gildersome the whole being in three parts divided. 
And also two parts of all that his the said William Brooke 
moiety or half part of all the Marketts and Fairs in Adwalton 
aforesaid, and of all the tolls, pickage, stallage, sheepe pennes, 
and other emoluments, revenues, and profits whatsoever to 
the said marketts and fairs belonging the same moiety into 
three parts to be divided. To have and to hold the same 
immediately after the decease of the said William Brooke 
for, during and until the full end and term of fifteen years, 
yielding and paying during the said term unto John Brooke 
son and heir apparent of the said William the yearly rent of 
sixpence. 

Signed, Richard Brooke, William Wood. 

Witnesses, J. Midgeley, James Womersley, William Chapman. 

William Brooke died on April 5th, 1630, as witness 
an inquisition post mortem taken at Bradford on 16th 
August, 1630, before John Savile, Esq., escheator. 
Sixteen men swore on oath that 

‘ the said William Brooke [was] seized of, and in fee of, and 
in, one messuage with lands in Adwalton and Drighlington, 
containing twenty acres, meadow and pasture. And of and 
in a moiety of the manor of Drighlington, and of and in a 
moiety of the fair and market and revenues of the same in 
Adwalton. [Here follows a recital of the deed of lease 
dated 13th of March, 1629-1630, ante.} Also one messuage 
in Thornton in Bradford-dale in the occupation of John 
Hopkinson. Markets of Adwalton and Manor of Drighling¬ 
ton held of the King as of his castle of Pontefract, parcel of 
the Duchy of Lancaster, by military service. Lands in 
Adwalton and Drighlington held of Thomas, Viscount Savile 
of his Manor of Woodkirke late parcel of the possessions of 
the monastery of St. Oswald of Nostell. The said William 
Brooke died 5 April last past and that John Brooke is son 
and heir of the said William Brooke and of Anne, and is 
thirteen years of age.’ 

From this inquisition we learn that the Brookes also 
owned half of the manor of Drighlington. The Brooke 
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family was one of importance in the district of 
Adwalton, and even further afield, for reference to, and 
dealings with, them are recorded in other papers con¬ 
tained in Viscount Allendale’s collection. Yeomen, for 
they are described everywhere as such, were in those 
days men of substance and standing. 

John Brooke, a minor, became a ward of His Majesty, 
his guardians being Francis Popeley, of Little Gomer- 
sal, and a William Walker. 

We will now examine the charter in order to ascer¬ 
tain what bearing it has on the toll-taker’s book. It 
appears that stolen goods and animals were frequently 
disposed of at fairs and markets, and that Adwalton 
Fair was no exception. Horses, in particular, which 
were valuable stock in those days, were often stolen 
and afterwards sold at the fairs held in various parts of 
the country. This practice had become so detrimental 
to the legitimate business of fairs that an attempt to 
check it was made by the Act of 2nd and 3rd Philip 
and Mary, c.7, dated 1555. This Act gave rise to the 
holding of horse fairs independently of other fairs. A 
subsequent Act, that of 31st Elizabeth, c.l2, of 1589, 
states that no sale of a horse was legal which had not 
satisfied the following conditions; public exposure of 
the animal for at least an hour between sunrise and 
sunset; identification of the vendor by the toll-taker, 
or guarantee for his honesty by “one sufficient and 
credible person”; and entry of the names of vendors, 
buyers, vouchers and prices paid. 

Two other provisions of the Act of 1555 were that 
the toll-taker had to include in his entry the colour of 
a horse sold or exchanged, and at least one special 
mark by which it could be identified. 

It was incumbent upon owners of fairs and tollages 
to appoint toll-takers or book-keepers under a penalty 
of forty shillings, their duties being, as we have seen, 
to enter in their books records of transactions; hence 
the reason for the existence of the book of sales, a 
transcript of which we will now give ;— 
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THE FOURTH FF'AIRE OR MARKETT HOLDEN 

ATT ADWALTON THE SECOND DAYE 

OF JUNE 1631 

1 William Wager of Badsworth in co. York Husbandman sold 
one blacke fillie slitt in both eares trots unto John Birrie of 
Bingley parishe co. aforesaid husbandman price xlij'* 
Edward Tongkinson of Pontefract avowcher 

2 John Lewis of Barmbrough in co. York chapman sold one 
sandye fillie with a white starre trots unto Robert Barrett 
of Kildwick parishe in co. York price U vi'^ 
John Abson of the same avowcher 

3 John Lewis aforesaid sould one browne fillie with a white starre 
trots unto John Preston within the parishe of Longpreston 
CO. York price iij^® iiij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

4 Richard Oxeley of Harlington in co. York chapman sold one 
gray fillie with a white starre trots unto Wm. Dearnillye in 
CO. Derbye price iiij^' iiij-* 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

5 Richard Oxley aforesaid sould one bay fillie with a starre and a 
snip trots unto John Whitticars of Rosendale co. Lancaster 
price iij^* xix^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

6 Richard Oxley aforesaid sould one browne bay fillie with a 
white starre trots unto Samuell Atkinson parishe of Skipton 
in CO. York price iij^* iiij* 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

7 Richard Oxley aforesaid sould one sad bay maire trots unto 
John Atkinson of Kildwicke parishe in co. York price iij^' 
xviij-^ 
John Abson aforesaid a\'owcher 

8 John Lewis aforesaid sould one bay fillie trots unto Wm. Kinge 
of Thorpe in Craven in co. York price iij^^ iij^ 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

9 John Bladworth of Thorne in co. York chapman sold one blacke 
fillie trots unto Wm. Smyth of Steeton in co. aforesaid 
price iij^* iij-* iiij^ 
Jervice Thornborough of Snayth avowcher 
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10 Tho: Whittwham of Sildsden in co. York yeoman sould one 
bay fillie with a white starre racks unto Xpo: Sands of Booth 
in Ffurnesse Fells co. Lancaster price vij^ 
Wm. Clarkstone of the same avowcher 

11 John Lewis aforesaid sould one blacke maire with a little white 
stripe with a brand on the nar shoulder trots unto Wm. 
Booth of Shipley in co. York price iij^* viij'* 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

12 Richard Oxeley aforesaid sould one gray fillie and a blacke 
fillie trots unto John Spencer of Hallyfax parishe in co. York 
price iij^^ xviij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

/ 

13 Richard Oxeley aforesaid sould one bay fillie trots unto Symyon 
Greenwoode of Wadsworth in co. York price Iviij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

14 Richard Oxeley aforesaid sould one gray fillie with a burne on 
the nar shoulder trots unto Robert Atkinson of Kildwicke 
in CO. aforesaid price iij^^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

15 John Lewis aforesaid sould one grissell gray fillie trots unto 
Marmaduke Hodgson of Wennington in co. Lancaster 
price iij^* ix^ 
Edw. Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

16 John Lewis aforesaid sould one sorrell bay fillie trots unto 
James-Crabtree of Haworth in co. York price Ivj* viij*^ 
Edw. Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

17 John Lewis aforesaid sould two bay fillies the one a white starre 
and the other a 3 white feete trots unto Robert Atkinson 
aforesaid price vj* x* 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

18 John Lewis aforesaid sould one blacke fillie with a white starre 
both hinder feete white trots unto Robert Waddington of 
Bramhope in co. York price iij^* 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

19 Roberte Abbott of Coldhindley in co. York husbandman sould 
one gray maire racks and trots unto Edmond Ogden in 
parishe of Haworth co. aforesaid price iij^* ix^ 
Robert Ffoster of Notton avowcher 

20 Richard Burne of Dryglington in co. York husbandman sould 
one bay maire with a bald face three white feete racks and 
trots unto Wm. Barbar of Walton in co. aforesaid price liij^ 
Xpor Wade of the same avowcher 
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21 Rich. Oxley aforesaid sould one gray fillie with a white starre 
and a burne on the nar shoulder trots unto John Peaccocke 
of Eastby in co. York price iij^* 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

22 Wm. Jackson of Adle in co. York sheereman sould one grissell 
fillie with a white face trots unto Henry Ellis of Rigton in 
CO. aforesaid price iij^* 
Richard Wright of Headingley avowcher 

23 John Lewis aforesaid sould one gray fillie with a starre in the 
heade trots unto Arthur Beardshell of Homefirth in co. York 
price iij^* 
Edw. Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

24 Robert Denbye of Woolley in co. York carpenter sould one 
gray (sic) with a white starre trots unto Humphray Kay of 
Holme in co. aforesaid price xxx^ 
Peter Wainewright of Woolley avowcher 

25 John Dune of Brearley in co. York dyer sould one blacke nagge 
slitt in both eares trots unto Abraham Tomas of Northowen 
in CO. aforesaid price xlv^ 

Bryan Meathler of Shafton avowcher 
26 Tho: Smithe of Kighley in co. York clothier sould one gray 

maire under bit in the farre ear trots unto Robert Ffoster of 
Notton in co. aforesaid price Iv* x'^ 
Edw: Jackson of Steeton avowcher 

27 Geo. Gamle of Bramley in co. York Husbandman sould one 
gray nagge with a white starre trots unto Rich. Micklethwaite 
of CaAvthorne in co. aforesaid price iij^* iiij^ 
Wm. Smyth of Wortley co. aforesaid avowcher 

28 John Clarke of Sandall parishe in co. York tanner sould one 
blacke fillie with a white starre and white snip trots unto 
Jerrott Newell of Cawdermore in co. Lancaster price iij^' 
Ffrancis YAolle}" of Woolley co. aforesaid avowcher 

29 Martin Nolson of Oltofts in co. York mercer sould one bay 
maire with a white rache racks and trots unto John Garlick 
of Padfeld in co. Derbye price iij^* iiij-* vi'^ 
Marke Simpkinson of the same avowcher 

30 Tho: Shillito of Featherstone co. York husbandman sould one 
gray nagge racks unto Wm. Cowper in co. aforesaid price 
iiij/t 

Alvaray England of Y'hitwoode avowcher 
31 John Lewis aforesaid sould one mouse colour fillie trots unto 

Edw. Crabtree of Heaton in Bradford Dale webster price 
xxix* vi"^ 
Edw. Tyas aforesaid avowcher. 
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32 John Lewis aforesaid sould one blacke fillie trots unto Rich. 
Jowett of Bradford Dale in co. aforesaid price xxxj'^ 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

33 Tho. Ffoxe of Southhill in co. York chapman sould one gray 
fillie racks and trots unto Henry Whitticars of Rosendale in 
CO. Lancaster price iiij^* 
Robert Walker of Gawthorpe avowcher 

34 John Lewis aforesaid sould one gray maire trots unto Thomas 
Layland of Carleton in Craven co. aforesaid price Ij^ vj'^ 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

35 Robert Shacklocke in co. York of Barmbrough sould one 
■ browne fillie trots unto Wm. Alsuppe of Glossopdale in co. 

Derbye price lij* x^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

36 Rich. Oxley of Harlington in co. York chapman sould one 
sorrell fillie with a white rache trots unto Wm. Maude of 
Burley in Whorledale co. aforesaid price Ivj^ viij'^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

37 Wm. Duckworth of the township of Almansburye in co. York 
carpenter sould one bay colt with a white starre far hinde 
foote white trots unto John Farrer of Ludenden in co. 
aforesaid price lij'® iiij'^ 
Edward Brooke of Hothersfeld avowcher 

38 John Drake of Northowram co. York yeoman sould one gray 
nagge over cut on both eares racks and trots unto Vincent 
Ibbotson of Kighley in co. aforesaid price Ivj^ viij'^ 
Robert Nowell of Hipperholme avowcher 

39 George Armitage of Ffarnley in co. York blacksmith sould one 
blacke fillie with a white starre the nar hinder foote white 
trots unto Wm. Moode of Ardington in co. aforesaid price 
xxix^ ix'^ 
Tho. Briggs of the same avowcher 

40 Rich. Oxeley aforesaid sould one light bay fillie with a little 
starre with a burn on the buttock O trots unto Tho. 
Richardson of Timble in Foystone parish price xP 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

41 William Foster of Fowlbie in co. York carpenter sould one bay 
maire with a white starre trots unto Tho: Richardson afore¬ 
said price xliiij* 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

42 John Lewis aforesaid sould one bay fillie trots unto John 
Knightsone of township of Rigton in co. York price 
lij-* iiij^ 
Edw. Tyas aforesaid avowcher 
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43 William Arnall of Walton in co. York chapman sould one 
bay bald geldinge with the nar eye whald racks unto 
Humphray Wilson of Somersbrigge in co. aforesaid price 
iij^* xviij* iiij'^ 
Tho. Owrum of Crofton avowcher 

44 John Horsfeld in Cawthorne parishe co. York clothier sold one 
gray maire trots unto Gregory Knott of Ordome in co. Lan¬ 
caster price lix* 
Richard Greene of the same avowcher 

45 Robert Shacklocke of Barmbrough co. York chapman sould one 
iron gray maire trots John Fothergill of Rosendale in co. 
Westmorland price Iv^ iiij'^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

46 Hen. Kitchin of Horbury in co. York shoemaker sould one bay 
maire with a litle star racks and trots unto John Thorpe 
within the township of Hipperholme co. aforesaid price 
iij^* vj* viij^ 
Wm. Audsley of the same avowcher 

47 Tho: Rayner of Milne Brigge in co. York tanner sold one bay 
maire racks and trots unto Wm. Craven of Ovenden in co. 
aforesaid price iij^* iiij^ 
Marmaduke Chadwick of Birstall avowcher 

48 Robert Shacklocke aforesaid sould one chestnut sorrell fillie 
trots unto Lanclot Linsie of Kirkbye Overblow in co. afore¬ 
said price xlvij^ iiij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

49 Rich. Oxley aforesaid sould one bay fillie with a white starre 
trots unto Abraham Law of Blackburne parishe in co. Lan¬ 
caster price iiij^® iiij* iiij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

50 Marmaduke Chadwicke of Birstall parishe in co. York card- 
maker sould one bay maire trots unto Roger Sheppard of 
Wakefielde clothier co. aforesaid price iiij^* vj-* 
John Sparlin of Bruntcliffe avowcher 

(51 There is no entry at all for this number; neither does the 
number itself appear.) 

52 Wm. Lambert of Holbecke in co. York clothier sould one white 
nagge racks and trots unto John Rudlesdell of High Fearnley 
in CO. aforesaid price iiij^* iiij* iiij^ 
Francis Metcalfe of the same avowcher 

53 Tho. Pearson of Birkwood in co. York chapman sould one 
blacke maire racks unto JJames Tennande of Burnsall in co. 
aforesaid price iij'* xiiij^ iiij'^ 
John Scott of Warmfeild. avowcher 
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54 Robert Ffournesse of Shelfe in co. York yeoman sould one 
yellow bay nagge racks unto Rich. Hanson of Whitley in co. 
aforesaid price xxxj* iiij'^ 
John Baraclough of Bradforth Dale avowcher 

55 John Lewis aforesaid sould one daple gray maire trots unto 
Robert Atkinson of Kildwicke parishe in co. York price Iviij^ 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 

56 John Greenewoode of Over Wyke co. York clothier sould one 
gray nagge trots unto John Haige of Marsden co. aforesaid 
price lij-* x^ 
John Birkheade of Gildersome avowcher 

57 Wm. Foster aforesaid sould one gray maire racks and trots 
with a white star unto Rich. Milner of Leeds in co. aforesaid 
price iiij^* xiij^ iiij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

58 Rich. Oxeley aforesaid sould one blacke fillie with a starre and 
a snip trots unto John Wilson of Carleton super Otley co. 
York price xxxviij* 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

59 Rich. Brooke of Dodworth in co. York tanner sould one grissell 
maire with a starre in the heade trots unto Robert Kent of 
Headingley in co. aforesaid price iij^' iiij-* vj^ 
Tho: Brooke of Huddersfeld avowcher 

60 Tho. Foxe aforesaid sould one bay bald nagge the far hinder 
foot white racks and trots unto Alex: Squyre of Ilkley in co. 
aforesaid price iij^* 
John Booth of Wortley in co. aforesaid avowcher 

61 Edward Whairam of Barmbrough co. York chapman sould one 
iron gray colt racks and trots unto Robert Birkbye of Nether 
Wike in co. aforesaid price xlv^ 
John Lewis of the same avowcher 

62 Francis Parke of the parishe of Wragbie in co. York husband¬ 
man sould one sorrell maire with a litle starre racks and 
trots unto Tho; Newell of Baildon in co. aforesaid price 
iij^' vj^ viij^ 
Edw: Tongkinson of Pontefract avowcher 

63 Tho; Moxson of Kirkburton in co. York taylor sold one bay 
maire the nar hinder foote white racks and trots unto Xpo; 
Stead of Tongge co. aforesaid price Ivj^ viij'^ 
Robert Moxson of Kirkburton avowcher 

64 John Lewis aforesaid sold one bay nagge snipt in the nar eare 
trots unto John Sutcliffe of Warley in co. aforesaid price 
xlvij^ vj'^ 
Edward Tyas aforesaid avowcher 
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(65 and 66 No entries for these numbers; no such numbers 
appear.) 

67-68 Henry Fawcett of Rosendale in co. Westmorland exchanged 
one gray nagge with a dun fillie whald eyed with Wm. Wager 
aforesaid in co. aforesaid husbandman 
Wager gives xx^ in exchange 
Tho: Minnikin of Hurst-avowcher for Fawcett 
Tho; Wright of Badsworth avowcher for Wager 

69 Rich. Whiteheade of Morley m co. York yeoman sould one 
gray maire with 4 romayne and trots unto Laurence Mitchell 
in Pennistone parishe co. aforesaid price liij^ iiij'^ 
Robert Greathed of the same avowcher 

70 John Lockwood of Fishelake co. York chapman sould one 
blacke maire with a litle white snip trots unto Wm. Jennings 
of Hawsworth co. aforesaid price liij* iiij^^ 
George Parkin of the same avowcher 

71 Henry Prince of Ollerton By water in co. York yeoman sould 
one iron gray nagge trots unto John Tate of Ecuppe in co. 
aforesaid price iij^’ j* 
Francis Foster of Kippax in co. aforesaid avowcher 

72 Robert Burnley of Saxton in co. York husbandman sould one 
yellow bay maire trots unto Edw. Austwicke of Heath in co. 
aforesaid price lij^ vj'^ 
Tho: Gilliam of the same avowcher 

73 Tho: Pearson of Birkwood in co. York husbandman sould one 
gray maire racks and trots unto Robert Cummings of Thorn¬ 
ton in Landsdale co. aforesaid price iiij^* xij"^ 
Wm. Feilde of Crofte co. aforesaid avowcher 

74 Ffrancis Dodgson of Crofton in co. York roper sould one gris- 
sell maire racks and trots Xpo: G-ritt of Holbecke in co. 
aforesaid price liij* inj"^ 
Tho: Pearson aforesaid avowcher 

75 Robert Atkinson near Kildwicke in Craven co. York butcher 
sold one dun bay maire with a white starre trots unto Robert 
Holt within the parishe of Burnley in co. Lancaster price 
iij^* xix* 
Robert Gawthrope of the same avowcher 

76 John Bladworth aforesaid sould one gray darke nagge with a 
white starre and a litle rache racks and trots unto Wm. 
Fletcher of Liversedge in co. aforesaid price iiij^* xvj^ iiij^ 
Tho: Parke of Fishelake avowcher 
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77 John Deane of Horsforth in co. York clothier sould one gray 
nagge with a white face trots unto Nicholas Meller of Low 
Langton in co. Derbye price iiij^* 
Tho: Bradley of the same avowcher 

78 Jerimye Crabtree of Greetland in co. York clothier sold one 
fle bitten nagge trots unto Geo: Burnstone of Potter Newton 
in CO. aforesaid price xxx^ vj^ 

Walter Harrison of Ealand avowcher 

79-80 John Gaunt younger of Pudsey in co. York clothier 
exchanged one white nagge slitt in both eares racks and 
trots with a mouse coloured maire cropt on the nar eare 
racks and trots with John Hodgson of Skircoate in co. 
aforesaid 
Gaunt gives vj^ viij^ in exchange 
Tho: Thornton of Owlcoates avowcher for Gaunt 
Parsevell Clay avowcher for Hodgson 

81 Richard Wright of Over Wyke in co. York clothier sold one 
gray nagge with a raw nose racks and trots unto J ohn Caston 
of Midleton co. aforesaid price iij^* 
John Wright of the same avowcher 

82 Henry Speight of Conningley in co. York husbandman sold one 
bay maire with a white starre racks and trots unto Tho: 
Wainwright of Drighlington in co. aforesaid price liiij* iiij*^ 
Lawrence Walshe of the same avowcher 

83 Tho: Beckwith of Stanley in co. York roper sould one grissell 
maire with a starre in the foreheade trots unto Wm. Mason 
of Emsall in co. aforesaid price iiij^* x® 
Tho: Collinson of Rothwell avowcher 

84 Robert Scholefeld of Morley in co. York roughmason sold one 
gray fraind nagge racks and trots unto Wm. Cowlin of 
Hawsworth in co. aforesaid price xxx^ 
Wm. Smyth of the same avowcher 

85 John Bladworth aforesaid sold one gray nagge with an .S. on 
the nar shoulder trpts unto John Thursbie of Leeds in co. 
aforesaid price iiij^® xvj* 
Wm. Foster aforesaid avowcher 

86-87 James Craven younger of Snowhill in co. York chapman 
exchanged one bay nagge with a white rache racks and trots 
with a grissell maire racks and trots with Tho: Coates of 
Greene Hammerton co. aforesaid taylor 
Coates gives ij* in exchange 
James Craven elder avowcher for Craven 
Xpo: Williamson of Bardsey avowcher for Coates 
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88 Richard Preston of Sandall in co. York clothier sould one gray 
maire trots unto Wm. Cowp of Harwood in co. aforesaid 
price iij^* 
Wm. \\ inks of Crofton co. aforesaid avowcher 

89 Tho: Foxe aforesaid - sould one bay fillie with a white 
starre trots unto John Atkinson of —-becke in co. \\ est- 
morland price iij^* iij-* iiij'^ 
Wm. Westerman of Hinginge Heaton avowcher 

90 Rich. Rudde of Milnrowe co. Lancaster chapman sold one iron 
gray geldinge with a white face racks and trots unto John 
Garland of Todwicke in co. York price vij^* iij^ iiij'^ 
John Lees of the parishe of Owldome in co. aforesaid 
avowcher 

91 Robert Thackarowe of Royston in co. York husbandman sold 
one iron gray nagge trots unto Tho: Y'arde of Razebecke in 
CO. Westmorland price xP 
Tho; Kell of Stonecross co. aforesaid avowcher 

92 Wm. Arnall aforesaid sold one iron gray nagge racks and 
trots unto John Collin of Kildwicke parishe co. aforesaid 
price iij^* 
Robert Thackarowe aforesaid avowcher 

93 Wm. Arnall aforesaid sold one bay nagge racks and trots unto 
John Pearson in Crosbie co. Cumberland price iiij^* 
Henry Prince aforesaid avowcher 

94 Rich. Oxeley aforesaid sould one gray maire trots unto Robert 
Gawthrope of Thornhill Hall co. aforesaid price Ivj^ viij^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

95 Tho: Johnson of Kirglestone in co. York iron fondder sold one 
black nagge racks unto Wm. Steade of Otley parishe in co. 
aforesaid price iij^® 
Tho: Pearson of Birkwood avowcher 

96 Edw. Whairam aforesaid sold one bay fillie with a white face 
trots unto James Naylor of Magna Gomersall co. aforesaid 
price Ij* 
Raphe Childe of the same avowcher 

97 Rich. Oxeley aforesaid sould one bay chestnut fillie with a 
white face with nar hinder foote white trots unto Geo: 
Ffearnley of Birstall parishe co. aforesaid price liiij^ iiij'^ 
John Abson aforesaid avowcher 

98 John Haggas of Ackton co. York chapman sold one gray maire 
trots unto John Rayner of Morley co. aforesaid price iij^* xix* 
Wm. Foster aforesaid avowcher 
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99-100 John Dixson of (? Heaton) in co. York husbandman ex¬ 
changed one white gray maire with a gray maire racks with 
Abraham Thomas of Manningham in co. aforesaid clothier 
Dixson gives in exchange 
Francis Popeley avowcher for Dixson 
Tho: Chippendale avowcher for Thomas 

101 Randall Ba-of Great Gomersall in co. York clothier sould 
one iron gray maire with a white rose hinder foote white 
trots unto Wm. Picko-of Menstone co. aforesaid price 
iij^» vj* vj^ 
John Ffearnley of Drighlington avowcher 

102 Tho: Ffoxe aforesaid sold one bay maire with a white starre 
racks and trots unto Tho: Eshe of Setle in co. aforesaid 
price lix^ 
Wm. Westerman of Hinginge Heaton avowcher 

103-104 Edmond Teale of-gge in co. York chapman exchanged 
one blacke maire with a white spott in the foreheade with a 
blacke nagge with a little starre trots with John Calverd of 
Horsforth in co. aforesaid skinner 
Tho: Ffoxe aforesaid avowcher for Teale 
Tho: Thornton aforesaid avowcher 

per Samuelum Sawre .... recorder 

The entries are written on two long and narrow 
sheets of paper, each containing four pages. One piece, 
containing the first fifty items, is quite sound in spite 
of the intervening centuries; whilst the other, which 
has been handled either more frequently or roughly, 
has suffered from having been stored in a damp place, 
with the result that several entries are missing or 
undecipherable. 

There are certain words employed in the entries 
with which people nowadays may not be familiar; 
and we have thought fit to include in this little study a 
few definitions as an aid to the better understanding of 
the entries. 

Avowcher = one who vouches or guarantees. 
Bay = red or reddish, inclining to a chestnut colour. 
Burne = a brand. 
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Daple — spotted, variegated. 
Dun of a grayish brown or dull brown colour. 
Fraind = marked or streaked. 
Grissell = a gray colour. 
Nar = the near, or left-hand side. 
Rache = a white line, or streak, down a horse’s face. 
Rack a movement of a horse. In the rack the forefeet move 

as in a slow gallop, the hind feet as in a trot. The legs of 
the same side are lifted almost simultaneously. 

Sorrell = of a reddish, or yellowish, brown colour. 
Trot = a movement of a horse. The trot may be defined as a 

pace characterised by the synchronous movement of the 
diagonal limbs. 

A number of interesting things emerge from a study 
of this document, which bears upon an early period of 
local history. Buyers and sellers of horses from nearly 
all corners of Yorkshire, as well as from Lancashire, 
Derbyshire, Cumberland and Westmorland, congre¬ 
gated at this fair. Judging by the personal names 
given in the list there would be a large gathering of 
well-to-do people from the neighbourhood present; and 
tradesmen, independent of the regular horse-dealers, 
were well represented. Walford, in writing of the 
famous Stourbridge (Cambridgeshire) Fair of the 19th 
century says : “ The show of beautiful animals in that 
place [the close in which the fair was held] was per¬ 
haps unrivalled, unless in Yorkshire.” * This testimony 
would, we think, be equally applicable to Yorkshire in 
the 17th century, as the county has always been noted 
for its horses. 

Many animals changed masters in the space of a few 
hours at Adwalton Fair, and judging by the prices the 
horses realised, compared with modern money, some 
of them must have been of much value. The total 
amount paid was in the region of ;^290, representing in 
present day money value (as applied to horses only) 

* Walford, op. cit., p. 152. 
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about ;^3,000. The highest price paid for an animal 
was £l 3s. 4d., equivalent to nearly £]S of to-day. 

This record of transactions has an additional interest 
inasmuch as it gives the names of the buyers and sellers 
who were connected with Bradford and its immediate 
vicinity in 1631; and the entries may, in themselves, 
elucidate many obscure points in local history and 
genealogy. 

The Horse Fair of Adwalton has now ceased to exist; 
and investigations in the locality point to its having died 
out in the year 1913 or 1914. For many years before 
it ended, the fair was one of little or no importance. 
The reason assigned for this was that the quality 
of the horses offered for sale had not been as high 
as it used to be. Then again, the number of animals 
exhibited was not as great as formerly. One reason for 
this may be found in the fact that farmers, dealers and 
other interested persons have of late years preferred to 
buy and sell their stock by auction rather than by 
barter or personal haggling. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the decline of Adwalton Fair, like that of others 
(for example, Bingley, where only one horse was offered 
for sale last year, 1926, and none at all at the fair held 
recently) was gradual, until in the end there would be 
only one or two horses exhibited. 

Parker states * that horse and cattle fairs were held 
at Adwalton on February 6th, March 9th, November 
5th, and December 23rd each year; but within living 
memory there was only one horse fair held each year, 
and this was on the Thursday in Whit-week: that is, 
the Thursday preceding the annual pleasure fair, which 
is still held on Friday to Monday after Whitsuntide. 
Thus was the charter of 1577 observed to the end for, 
as we have seen, it was ordained therein that ‘Thursday 
next after the festival of Whitsuntide’ was the day on 
which the fair was to be held. 

* Op. dt., p. 301, 
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The illustration accompanying this paper enables us 
to form some idea of what an old-time horse fair looked 
like. The original picture was painted nearly 150 years 
ago, at Southampton Horse Fair. In the centre of the 
foreground is seen a horse being exhibited for the 
benefit of prospective buyers. Of course, this practice 
of displaying the merits of horses has always been a 
feature of a fair, and was carried out in 1631, for we 
read in the toll-taker’s book that a horse could rack 
or trot, or do both. We notice, too, that such 
demonstration takes place in the roadway, and the 
scene would probably resemble that at Adwalton, as, 
for many years, the horses were put through their paces 
on the Wakefield Road. To the right of the picture is 
a table at which are seated two men, probably the 
steward of the fair and the toll-taker or book-keeper. 
The horses standing near by may have just changed 
masters, and are drawn up close to the table awaiting 
examination for the necessary particulars concerning 
them which, as we have seen, had to be entered. The 
men standing near the table are probably the guaran¬ 
tors, who would vouch for the honesty of the vendors. 

The writer is indebted to Viscount Allendale for 
permission to transcribe and publish the toll-taker’s 
book; and to Mr. Desmond Coke, novelist and art 
connoisseur, for his courtesy in allowing Rowlandson’s 
picture to be reproduced, and so adding greatly to the 
interest of this paper. 



PERAMBULATION OF THE 

BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF STANBURY, 1805. 

Manor | 
of r to wit: The Court Baron of Benjamin 

Bradford ) Rawson Esquire, Lord of the Manor or 
Lordship of Bradford aforesaid and the 

Court for perambulating the boundaries of the town¬ 
ship of Stanbury (parcel of the said manor) held by 
adjournment at the House of Mathew Wilkinson the 
Cross Inn, in Stanbury aforesaid on Monday the 
twelfth day of August in the forty fifth year of the 
reign of His Majesty King George the Third and in 
the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
and five. 

Before me 

JO: BENTLEY, Steward. 

Names of the Jurors for the Lord of | 
the said Manor.) 

John Sturges Esq. Sw [orne] 

Mr. Joseph Rollings 

Mr. John Key .... 
1 Homage 

Mr. William Sharp. .( Sw [orne] 

Mr. John Priestley . 

Mr. James Broadbent/ 

Mr. Greenwood Bentley 

Mr. Thomas Fearnley . 

Mr. Mathew Watkinson 

Mr. Jonas Tasker . . . . 

Mr. Jonathan Walton. . 

Mr. Robert Ray. 

^Homage 
Sw [orne] 

./ 

We the above named Jurors at this Court being 
impannelled and sworn upon the Homage touching the 
said Court Baron, did, on Monday the twelfth day of 
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August, instant, proceed to perambulate the Boundaries 
of the said Township of Stanbury (part of the said 
Lordship or Manor of Bradford) and beginning at a 
Bridge called Smith Bank Bridge we did find the 
Boundaries as follows, viz. 

From the said Bridge we proceeded up the North 
side of the Beck called the Sun Beck otherwise Chart 
Beck, to a place called Withens, and from thence we 
proceeded southwards, along the said Beck, and from 
the Head of the same Beck southwardly, across certain 
Inclosed Lands of Joseph Midgley and John Crabtree 
to certain Stones upon the Moors called the Nooning- 
Stones, and from thence we proceeded southwardly in 
a direct Line across the said Moors to a certain stone 
called Walshaw Dean Head, and marked with the 
Letter H ; and from the said Stone we proceed west- 
wardly in a triangular direction along the north side of 
an old Ditch to a certain place called Backstone Clough 
Head and from thence to certain Stones called Awcomb 
Dean Stones; and from Awcomb Dean Stones we 
proceeded to a place called Robins Ditch; and from 
Robins Ditch to a place called White Hossocks, and 
from White Hossocks to Crow Hill Spring and from 
Crow Hill Spring we went in a northward direction to 
a certain Stone called “ the Lad or Scarr on the Hill,” 
and from thence we proceeded in a direct Line, 
northward, to a certain Beck on the south side of the 
Highway leading from Stanbury aforesaid to Colne, 
called the North Beck, and then we proceeded along 
the south side of the said Beck, until we came to a 
certain Beck called the South Beck, which runs from 
the said Bridge called Smith Bank Bridge into the 
said North Beck, and then we proceeded up the North 
side of the said Beck called South Beck, until we came 
to Smith Bank Bridge aforesaid, the place at which 
we began. 





WILLIAM 

1840 

SCRUTON 

—1924 

J. C. HANDBY 

Three names stand out prominently in connec¬ 
tion with historical research in Bradford, these 
are John James, William Cudworth and William 

Scruton. There are others who have done good work, 
notably J. Horsfall Turner, J. Norton Dickons and 
James Parker, but the first three are the names which 
most readily come to the mind when matters arise in 
connection with the History of Bradford. 

William Scruton was the last of the trio, whose work 
was such a labour of love. He was born on the 24th 
of April, 1840, at Horton Green, that little old-world 
oasis near the centre of the city, which has remained 
unspoiled by the commercial turmoil surrounding it. 

Scruton’s father lived through stirring times, and he 
was fond of recounting events which lingered in his 
memory; while in his son he found a ready listener. 
There is not the slightest doubt that these conversa¬ 
tions on matters relating to the past had a considerable 
influence on the future pursuits of young Scruton. 

His first literary effort was a contribution to the 
Bradford Observer, entitled “Stray Notes on the Old 
Inns and Hostelries of Bradford,” which he later 
embodied in his Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old 
Bradford. 

In this compilation he was greatly indebted to 
William Cudworth, who was then on the staff of the 
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Observer, and who gave him every assistance and 
offered every encouragement. 

Thus encouraged, he became a frequent contributor 
to the local press, and found a ready welcome for his 
articles, particularly in the Observer and also in the 
yorkshiremail, which in its early years was a literary 
periodical of some importance in the county. 

In 1878 he took an active part in the formation of 
the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society, and 
although his name does not appear among those 
convening the first meeting, for May 9th, 1878, he 
played a prominent part at the gathering itself, and 
from the first was a regular contributor to the Bradford 
Antiquary. 

The first of his works to be published in book form 
was The Birthplace of Charlotte Bronte, a reprint of a 
magazine article, with two etchings by himself (1884). 
It was so well received that it ran through three 
editions, but it has long been out of print and is now 
very scarce. He was keenly interested in the Brontes 
and followed up his first work by publishing Thornton 
and the Brontes. He corresponded a good deal with 
Miss Ellen Nussey and others intimately interested in 
the gifted sisters. 

He published also Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old 
Bradford-, whilst Bradford Fifty Years Ago (1897) 
served as a Jubilee Memorial of the Bradford Corpora¬ 
tion. He was a prolific contributor to the contemporary 
press of articles dealing with the many phases of 
Bradford’s development from 1800 onwards. 

One of his ambitions was to compile a History 
of Bradford, continued from the date at which John 
James left off, and he collected a considerable amount 
of material with this end in view, one of his earliest 
scap books for this purpose being dated 1876. 

His published works only give a slight indication of 
the many activities of Mr. Scruton. He was a deeply 
religious man, and gave numerous addresses to young 
people at various churches and chapels : the Moravian 
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Church in Little Horton came in for his special 
attention. 

He was of a kindly and generous nature, and his 
correspondence reveals how ready he was to give assis¬ 
tance to his fellow-writers. American writers drew 
very largely upon him for material relating to the 
Brontes and other subjects of which he had a profound 
knowledge. This assistance he gave freely, but woe 
betided those who filched his material without acknow¬ 
ledgment, he would then insist upon his rights. 

His legal training was of great assistance to him in 
his research, and he used a trained mind in the sifting 
of information. 

Among his many accomplishments William Scruton 
was a clever water-colour artist, and he made sketches 
of out-of-the-way features of Bradford architecture that 
will prove invaluable to the future historian. Nor did 
he confine his art to the more serious purposes, for 
there are many autograph books in existence containing 
delightful little humorous sketches from his brushes. 

As a writer he had a facile style which helped him 
to clothe the dry bones of historical facts with living- 
interest. He was at his best in dealing with matters 
within his own memory, and his information could 
always be relied upon.. 

During the early years of Mr. Scruton’s life there 
were not the educational facilities that there are to-day, 
and he owed much of his early knowledge to his own 
efforts, spending many years as a student at the 
Mechanics’ Institute. He started on his business 
career as a warehouse boy with the firm of Milligan 
and Forbes. Later he went into the offices of the firm 
of solicitors of whom Messrs. Herbert J. Jeffery and Son 
are the successors, and he remained with this firm for 
fifty-nine years. 

During the later years of his life he was in feeble 
health and unable to continue his many activities. His 
huge collection of material relating to Bradford history 
was unfortunately dispersed, but much of it was secured 
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for the Public Library, while the rest found its way 
into private collections. 

Naturally Mr. Scruton made many friends during his 
career, and among his reminiscences was a story relating 
to the late W. E. Forster. Forster’s warehouse was 
next door to that of Milligan and Forbes, and as a boy 
Mr. Scruton saw a good deal of the great education¬ 
alist. “ He always had a pleasant greeting for me,” 
Mr. Scruton used to say. ” Once he asked me what I 
was going to be when I became a man. As near as 
I remember I replied that I intended to be either a 
soldier or a parson. ‘ Why a soldier ?’he asked. ‘Oh, 
for the glory of it,’ I said. ‘And why a parson?’ 
‘Oh, because it is a nice easy-going respectable job,’ I 
replied. He laughed at my impertinence and then 
quietly remarked : ‘Take my advice, my lad, and don’t 
be either. Get a good trade in your hands and push 
your way manfully in the world.’ ” 

Mr. Scruton died on the 31st of January, 1924, and 
at his interment at Scholemoor Cemetery on the 4th 
of February there was a representative attendance of 
members of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society, of which in his later years he had been made 
an honorary member. 

We give a portrait of him along with his firm friend, 
Joseph Horsfall Turner (taken by Mr. J. A. Briggs), and 
also an example of one of his humorous lightning 
sketches. 



Grant by Adam, son of Peter, to Henry Wales, of Land in Cottingley. Circa 1160. (See page 81). 



COTTINGLEY: ITS EARLY HISTORY 

W. E. PRESTON 

The village or hamlet of Cottingley is known and 
appreciated more by the lover of the picturesque 
than by theardent follower of antiquarian pursuits. 

It has been regarded by antiquaries as a place singularly 
lacking in evidences of the past life of ‘the district. 
Speight, Cudworth and Horsfall Turner have given its 
later history some attention, but have added little to our 
knowledge concerning its early historical associations. 
That redoubtable historian, Whitaker, in his “ History 
of Craven,” travelling eastward as far as Bingley, 
disposes of Cottingley in a few lines. 

The derivation of the place-name Cottingley presents 
no formidable difficulties to the philologist. As a 
place-name it does not stand alone. There is another 
village at no great distance away, within the ancient 
parish of Leeds, bearing a like name. 

The late Dr. Moorman expressed the opinion that 
the old English form of Cottingley would be Cotinga- 
leah or Cottingaleah, the first element ending in “ing” 
patronymic of the Old English personal name Cota or 
Cotta, and the meaning of the whole may be understood 
as “ the meadow of the sons of Cota or Cotta.” * This 

* Cotting, as a part of other place-names occurs in Cottingham, four miles 
north-west of Hull; Cottingham, eight miles north of Kettering ; and 
in East and West Cottingwith, eight or nine mites from Selby, in the 
East Riding. Only two instances of the personal name Cotta are 
recorded in Searle’s Onomasticon Anglo-Saxontcum. One was an 
Abbot, who flourished about 698, in Middlesex; and the other was a 
witness to a Kentish deed about 733. A place-name, Cotanhealus, 
whose exact locality is not specified, contains the form Cota. 

The occurrence of this personal name in south-east England, and its 
incorporation in place-names only in the north-east, presents some 
difficulty, and perhaps the only inference allowable is that the place- 
names are non-Danish. 
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rendering is in agreement with that of Armitage 
Goodall, M.A., in his book on the ** Place-Names of 
South-West Yorkshire,” where he finds its derivation in 
“ the lea of the family of Cota.” 

The earliest documentary evidence we possess relating 
to Cottingley is found in the Domesday Book, the great 
survey of 1086, where it is mentioned as lying within 
the soke of Bingley. It records that “ In Bingheleia 
Gospatric has four carucates of land for geld. There 
is land for two ploughs. Ernegis de Burun has it, and 
it is waste. In the time of King Edward it was worth 
/4 wood, pasture, two miles long and one broad. The 
whole manor four miles long and two broad. Within 
this bound is the soke of these:—Beldune (Baildon), 
two carucates; Cotingelei (Cottingley), two carucates; 
Helguic (Eldwick), one carucate; Muceltoit (Mickle- 
thwait), one carucate; Mardelei (Marley), one carucate; 
Hateltun (Harden), one carucate; to be taxed together 
eight carucates. There is land for four ploughs. They 
are all waste.” 

The whole manor was lying waste, and was considered 
of little value by the King’s taxation officers. These 
sokelands represented small settled communities of men 
who were classed with freemen, but they rendered fixed 
services to their lord. A freeman, however, was able 
to sell his land, but the sokeman was unable to do so 
without his lord’s permission. It is contended that a 
freeman held his land direct from the King, and the 
sokeman of a subject. Land within a soke is defined 
by Ballard as “ a tenement having no demesne belong¬ 
ing to the lord of the manor, and inhabited by 
sokemen.” ^ 

Gospatric, who preceded Ernegis de Buron as lord of 
Bingley, was one of the few Englishmen who at the 
Conquest were allowed to retain their lands as tenants- 
in-chief. Ernegis de Buron was a Norman follower of 
the Conqueror, and perhaps brother of Ralph de Buron, 

^ Baildon and the Baildons, by W. Paley Baildon, F.S.A., p. 13. 



COTTINGLEY : ITS EARLY HISTORY 79 

who held lands in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, 
and was the ancestor of Lord Byron. It is told of this 
Ernegis de Buron that while holding the office of 
Sheriff of Yorkshire (1084-85), the monk, Benedict, 
bent on founding a monastery at Selby, borrowed one 
hundred marks, or a pound of silver of him, leaving, as 
a pledge, a shrine containing a finger relic of St. 
Germain, which he, taking it out of the shrine, held up, 
before witnesses, by the hair which yet adhered to it, 
and reminded him to take great care of that which 
could not have a value set on it. Two lamps were 
always kept burning before this relic, and its great 
virtues were afterwards revealed in the curing of 
Ernegis de Buron’s son, who was an epileptic.^ 

The lands of Ernegis de Buron, which included also 
Masham, were confiscated by the Crown as a result of 
the support he had given Duke Robert, the brother of 
Henry I., in that unsuccessful struggle for the throne, 
which led to Robert’s imprisonment for twenty-eight 
years in Cardiff Castle. 

Henry I. granted the manor to William Paynell, 
founder of the monastery of Drax, which received the 
Church at Bingley amongst other gifts from William, 
who died about 1135. 

The history of Bingley, until it became one of the 
properties of William Paynell, would be little different 
from that of Cottingley, as this, with other Domesday 
manors within the soke of Bingley, were held by the 
successive lords. There is no evidence to show th*at 
they had become subinfuedated. They were, at this 
early period, considered of so little account in yielding 
revenue, that they were not coveted as desirable 
possessions. 

From the Domesday Survey of 1086, till the middle 
of the 16th century, the history of the manor of 
Cottingley remained, until recently, a complete blank. 
We are enabled now, through the discovery of a number 

Baildon and the Baildons, by W, Paley Baildon, F.S.A., p. 139, 
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of ancient deeds, to fill in this gap, and give a reliable 
record of its descent. 

In the early part of the 12th century there were in 
Yorkshire a few large landowners of Saxon descent 
whose forebears had not been entirely dispossessed of 
their properties by the Norman invader. Their estates 
had been greatly reduced by William, but, from a 
matter of policy, they were allowed to retain part of 
their former huge possessions. Very little is known of 
the biography of these native landowners, but from 
monastic chartularies and early deeds we are enabled 
to form some idea of their standing and family 
connections. 

In the reign of Henry I. (1100—1135), a mysterious 
figure obtrudes himself into contemporary documents 
by reason of his sons.^ He is one Asolf or Esolf. How 
he became possessed of lands in Yorkshire no one has 
so far discovered, but it is supposed that he had amassed 
riches by trade, and his wealth serving to replenish the 
depleted coffers of Henry I. or Stephen, was the means 
of his being able to acquire extensive and scattered 
properties, over the centre of Yorkshire, which had been 
escheated to the Crown. Owing to the destruction of 
all the fiscal records of the reign of Stephen, through 
the jealousy of the succeeding monarch, who accounted 
him a usurper, much information which would doubt¬ 
less throw light on the life of Asolf is lost. His 
name only occurs at a later date, as a father to sons 
who later made grants of their inherited lands. Asolf, 
who was a singularly astute man, and conscious of the 
insecurity of tenure in those troublous times, divided his 
extensive possessions amongst his large family of eight 
sons, partly, it is thought, because, in the event of his 
falling into royal disfavour there would not be the risk 
of losing his all. It is not until the third generation that 
we find the Fitz-Asolfs assuming a second name from 
their place of settlement. Asolf the father was dead in 

® Pontefract Chartulary. Ed. Richard Holmes, Y. A.S.R.S., page 395, 
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1165, and his eldest son Peter seems to have died shortly 
afterwards, leaving a son, Adam, whom we find so often 
mentioned genitively as Adam son of Peter, son of Asolf. 
It is from this numerous family of sons that some of 
the leading mediaeval families of Yorkshire claim descent. 

William Paynell or Paganell, who we have already 
mentioned as lord of Bingley, founded the monastery 
of Drax, and Peter, eldest son of Asolf, appears at the 
head of the witnesses to the foundation charter about 
1131, and his name is followed by two of his elder sons, 
Adam and Thomas. 

Mr. Richard Holmes says that the first instance of 
Peter’s possession of property in his own right is that he 
had been enfeoffed by his old patron, William Paynell, 
of two carucates in Keighley, which with a carucate in 
Horsforth, Peter’s son Adam gave to the Priory of 
Haverholm as a conventual provision for his daughter 
Juliana, and his niece Maud. In a series of charters 
relating to Harden, belonging to Col. Parker, printed in 
the first volume of Deeds in the Yorkshire ArchcEological 
Society Record Series, Adam, son of Peter, makes 
numerous grants of land in Harden, and other rights in 
the manors of Cullingworth, Shipley and Chellesley 
(Chellow), to the abbots of Rievaulx; so it would seem 
that he had acquired rights in this Domesday manor 
of Harden as well as in a number of adjoining properties. 
By a recently discovered grant of about the year 1160, 
we also see that Cottingley was part of his possessions, 
and as it is of considerable interest I propose to give 
a full translation ;— 

Adam, son of Peter: To all seeing and hearing or reading 
this charter, greeting. Be it known to you that I have given 
and granted to Henry Wales and his heirs two carucates of 
land in Cotingelaia with all appurtenances, in plain, in wood, 
in meadows and feedings, and in waters, in fee and inheritance 
free and quit from all customs and services except danegelt 
and for his free service he will give me half a mark yearly 
and this I have granted him for his homage and for his 
money. Of this are witnesses, Jordan son of Assolf, and 
Elias his brother, and Thomas his brother, William son of 
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Peter, Roger his brother, Richard Paine), Richard son of 
Walding, Roger de Fodringhea, Ralph de Bestuna, Roger de 
Ardintuna, Swain son of Westmund, Hugh de Chester 
[Cestresira), Gilla de Heltuna, Robert Testard, William de 
Sippelaia, Adam de Sippelaia, Osbert de Sippelaia, Gamel 
son of Arkil; these are witnesses on the part of Adam. On 
the part of Henry Wales, Osbert the archdeacon, Robert 
Peitavin, William his brother, Hugh Peitavin, Robert de 
Cruce, Simon de Mault, Serlo de Pouela, William de 
Hadingelaia, William Scot, Peter Scot, Richard the Priest 
ipresbiter) of Calverlaia, William de Ferstan, Druard his 
brother, Ranulf son of Constantine, Walter son of Hugh, 
Robert de Baieus, Henry de Mualt, Geoffrey Torclope, 
Ralph de Manestua, Robert Blund, Swain de Cotingelaia, 
Siward his neighbour {vicinus), Ligolf Tait.” {See illus¬ 
tration.) 

By the discovery of this document which is the 
earliest piece of evidence solely relating to Cottingley 
so far known, we have unquestionable proof of the 
ownership of the manor by an Asolf descendant. The 
document is a grant by Adam son of Peter, to Henry 
Wales, of two carucates of land in Cottingley, 
corresponding with the two carucates mentioned in 
Domesday. Amongst the witnesses are those whose 
names constitute a valuable genealogical help to the 
Asolf pedigree, while others are the names of some 
distinguishedcontemporaries. Thegrantwas made “free 
from all customs and services, except danegelt.” The 
mention of this tax is most remarkable at this late date, 
1160, because it is supposed to have been abolished in the 
first year of the reign of Stephen, 1135. 

The extraordinary religous fervour of this and other 
Christian countries at the end of the 11th and beginning 
of the 12th centuries, which brought about a desire to 
rid the sacred places of the Holy Land from the 
sacrilegious hands of the Infidel, found expression in the 
first Crusade of 1096, in which it is said that nearly a 
million Christians lost their lives, either at the hands of 
the Mohammedans or from epidemics or hardships of 
travel. To relieve the hardships and sufferings of those 
intent on this service in the cause of Christianity, an 
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order of military monks was founded, known as the 
Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem, called 
after a certain Cyprist, surnamed the Charitable, who 
had been Patriarch of Alexandria. This was followed 
by a second order called the Knights Templars, or 
soldiers of the red cross, whose coat of mail was covered 
with a white surcoat on which was displayed a blood- 
red cross. The objects of the latter order were to guard 
the roads, and to protect and guide travellers along 
difficult and dangerous parts of their journey to the 
Holy Land. These orders made a strong appeal to the 
charitably disposed, who endowed them with lands and 
manors, and in consequence they became immensely 
wealthy. They possessed many privileges granted by 
the King, and were free from nearly every form of 
taxation. 

The Hospitallers owned considerable property in the 
neighbourhood of Bradford. The stone crosses and 
lanterns which may be seen to-day on the gables of 
many old houses in Bingley, Cottingley and Allerton are 
marks which indicate the former ownership of the sites 
by this Order. A grant by the Prior of the Hospitallers 
to Henry Waleys, the grantee named in the last- 
mentioned charter, with which it is contemporary, is of 
interest as showing by whom and for what particular 
object this land had been granted to them. The 
following is a translation :—• 

“ Notification to all sons of Holy Mother Church by 
Walter, Prior of the brethren of the holy hospital of 
Jerusalem in England, that he had granted and confirmed, 
with the assent of the whole chapter, to Henry Waleys and 
his heirs, the land of Cottingeleia, which Walter de Perci 
and Avice his wife had given for the health of their souls, to 
God and the poor of Jerusalem, in perpetual and free alms; 
with this effect that both Henry and his heirs should render 
half a mark yearly to God and the poor, for the said land, 
for all service and that the said Henry at his death should 
give to God and the poor of Jerusalem and bestow for the 
use of the poor a third part of all his own goods on the said 
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land and 5s. and his bed/ for the health of his soul and the 
souls of all his ancestors. Witnesses, Robert de Cruce, 
Robert Barbus, William de Mongaio, Thomas Darel, Ralph 
son of Nicholas, Robert de Burgo, Robert Pictavensis of 
Festum, Henry de Uahi, Ralph de Dahi, William de 
Reinevill, William de Prestuna, \\'illiam de Fristun, William 
Pictavensis of Burgh, Hugh de Burgo, Will the cook, John 
the clerk, who wrote this present charter.” {See illiistratton.) 

Henry Waleys, or Wallis, who had become possessed 
of the manor of Cottingley by these two grants of 1160, 
was eldest son of Robert Wallis of Newton, near Gastle- 
ford, who was dead in 1165. Members of the family for 
several generations held important offices under the de 
Lascys. Henry was returned in 1166 as possessing 
three knights’ fees. He was Seneschal of Pontefract, 
and dying about 1210 his estate passed to his son, 
Robert, who gave his name to Newton Wallis and 
Burgh Wallis. Robert held the important office of 
Vice-Sheriff of Yorkshire from 1205-1210, and became 
afterwards Seneschal to Roger Lascy until the latter’s 
d€ath in 1211. Robert had married Dionysia, one of 
the daughters and co-heirs of Robert Pictavus, who 
appears as witness on one of the charters. The old 
home of the Waleys family, which is now in ruins and 
mistakenly called Newton Abbey, was successively 
occupied by the family for seven generations. 

Sir Henry Wallis, the son of Robert, and grandson 
of the original grantee, also held the important post of 
Seneschal of Pontefract in 1216. He had married 

^ Manor of Crosley, Bingley, Cottingley and Pudsey. Late parcel of the 
possessions ot the late disolved Priory or Hospital of St. John of 
Jerusalem. Held at Cottingley 17th April, 1619 (17 Jas.) 

' The Jurors find that William Midgely late of Cottingley died since the last 
court at a place called March Cote within the township of Cottirigley being 
possessed-^ of divers goods, and chattells, and that.he is to prove his will (sic) at 
this court. And that his executors ought to pay to the lord of this manor a third 
part of his personal money which he died possessed of within the lordship of 
.Cottingley and his rateable part of 5/- and ought also to compound with the said 
lord for the bed wherein he died or otherwise deliver the same to the lord 
.according to an ancient compossission heretofore made between the Prior of St. 
John of Jerusalepi in England and Henry Walensis, Lord of Cottingley aforesaid 
as by the said deed more evidently appeareth being showed to us of the jury. 



Grant by Walter, Prior of the Brethren of the Hospital of Jerusalem 

in England, to Henry Waleys, of Land in Cottingley. 

Circa 1160. 
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Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Jordan St. Mary, and 
at his death his son Richard came into possession. 
Besides his father’s lands he had inherited through his 
mother the lands of the Frystons of Fryston, and we 
find him in 1248 confirming the gifts of lands in Fryston 
made by i his maternal ancestors to the Priory of 
Pontefract. 

Sir Stephen VValeys, the fifth in the line of descent of 
these owners of the manor, is mentioned as having ob¬ 
tained a grant of ‘free warren’ in Cottingley. This was 
actually a grant from the King to a landowner to preserve 
beasts and fowls of the warren within his manor, the keep¬ 
ing of a warren being a special privilege belonging to the 
King alone, as was the case with a forest or chace. The 
beasts- of the warren were hares* and rabbits, and the 
fowls consisted of pheasants and partridges. No one 
could take game within a warren without the licence of 
the owner, and any one offending was liable to severe 
penalties. The breaking into these preserves was a 
frequent occurence, not only by the common sort of 
people, but by others of standing in the neighbourhood. 
The warrens were usually guarded by a master-of-the- 
game, or a game-keeper. As we shall presently see this 
warren was developed to the status of a park at a Iqter 
date, and. would be enclosed by a wall or ring fence. 
Here were numerous deer to provide sport and venison 
fen the owner. It was imperative that such deer parks 
should be enclosed, for if one were found to he open it 
was liable to seizure by the King’s officers, and the 
owner had no power to bring an action against anyone 
hunting there. 

In Kirkby’s “Inquest of Knights’ Fees,” taken in 
1284, Sir Stephen is returned as holding three carucates 
of land in Bingley by Knight’s service from Robert de 
Everingham, who held the same of Alianora la Zusche, 
and the said Alianora of Milicenta de Monte Alto, who 
held it of the King in chief. 

Sir Stephen Waleys was living at Burgh Wallis in 
1294. Sir Richard, the son of Sir Stephen, was 
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possessed of considerable estate. He is thought to 
have been a partisan of the powerful Thomas, Earl of 
Lancaster, and to have accompanied the earl when he, 
with his rebellious barons, was defeated by King 
Edward II. at Boroughbridge in 1322, a disaster which 
resulted in the beheading of Lancaster at Pontefract. 
A like fate would doubtless have happened to Sir 
Richard Waleys had he been of higher rank, but his life 
was spared on his paying 2,000 marks to the King. 
His manors of Burgh Wallis and Newton Wallis were 
forfeited, and granted by the King to Sir Geoffrey le 
Scrope until the sum was paid. The money was 
eventually found and the lands restored to their former 
owner. 

In 1336 a commission was appointed to enquire into 
the complaint of Richard le Waleys, knight, to the effect 
that Thomas de Kyghley, John son of Robert de 
Eklesley, Richard de Benlands, Adam son of Ralph 
de Uttley and others had broken into his close, houses 
and park at Cottyngleye, and had hunted there, carried 
away his goods and deer, and assaulted his men and 
servants.’ 

In the descent of this manor we find that Sir Richard’s 
son. Sir Stephen, next inherited, but of his career we 
know nothing beyond that he was buried within the 
precincts of Healaugh Priory in 1347, and that he was 
succeeded by his daughter and heiress, Elizabeth, whose 
first husband was Sir William Neville of Raby. 

Cottingley does not appear, so far in its history, to 
have risen to the status of an independent manor. It 
had never been entirely separated from Bingley, but 
was held of the mesne lords of that manor. In 1370 
we find that service was due to a superior lord by the 
lord of Cottingley. William de Neville had become 
possessed of the property in right of his wife, Elizabeth. 
In that year Adam de Everingham of Laxton, chevalier, 
complained that William de Neville, chevalier, and 

® Patent Rolls, 10 Edw. 3. 



COTTINGLEY : ITS EARLY HISTORY 87 

Robert Cullingworth had rescued cattle which Adam de 
Hopton and Thomas Thwayt had seized at Cottingley 
for services due.® 

In 1372 the same Sir William de Neville brought a 
charge against John de Kyghley and others for hunting 
in his park at Cottingley and cutting trees there.^ These 
Keighleys appear to have been a very troublesome and 
lawless lot who had no hesitation in helping themselves 
to the lord’s game. They were an old Cottingley 
family, and their descendants were to be found there 
late in the 18th century. 

In 1379, Richard de Leedes, Vicar of Bingley, and 
Thomas de Saxton of Bingley, Chaplin, and William de 
Kighley were complained of for committing a similar 
offence.® We may see that the sporting parson is not a 
figure solely of our own times. 

After the death of Sir William Neville, his widow, 
Elizabeth, married as her second husband Sir John 
Depeden, knt., lord of Healaugh, near Tadcaster. 
By a deed dated at Healaugh on the 2nd October, 1393, 
Robert de Wycliff, clerk, and Anthony St. Quintayne, 
clerk, quitclaimed to John Depeden, chevalier, and 
Elizabeth his wife, all their right in the manor of 
Cottingley. Unless they held a portion of the lands as 
trustees it is difficult to understand the position-in which 
these two quitclaimants stood in relation to Cottingley. 
Sir John Depeden died about the year 1402, and by 
his will of that date he left the sum of twenty shillings 
to the Prioress and convent of Esholt in Airedale, to 
pray for his soul and that of Elizabeth his consort, and 
those of all the faithful departed. Sir John Depeden 
was buried in the precincts of Healaugh. 

The Depeden family appear to have held Cottingley 
for a very short time. By a charter dated 18th April, 

® De Banco Rolls, Hil., 44 Edw. 3. 

’’ Ibid., Mich, 46 Edw. 3. 

® Patent Rolls, 3 Rich. 2. 
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1397 (20 Richard II.), Sir John Depeden and Elizabeth, 
his wife, granted to William Gascoigne, Nicholas 
and Richard, his brothers, John Amyas and Robert 
Gellesthorpe, Chaplin, all their manor of Cottingley, 
reserving for themselves the annual rent of seven markes 
out of the manor of Riddlesden. This charter is 
witnessed by many notabilities who were living in the 
neighbourhood, namely, Robert de Plumpton, John 
Sauyell, senr., Roger de Ledes, Knight, Adam de 
Mirfield, Robert Passelowe, John Bolling and Robert de 
Lyndelay. How this particular rent charge out of the 
manor of Riddlesden originated I am unable to discover. 
Cottingley had by this grant passed out of the family 
of the Waleys as represented by Elizabeth Depeden 
into that of the Gascoignes, after having been in the 
possession of the former family for eight generations, 

. lasting 237 years. 
This William Gascoigne, to whom the manor of 

Cottingley had been granted, and of whose ownership 
the township might well be proud, was the son of 
Richard Gascoigne of Gawthorpe, in the parish of 
Harewood, and Agnes, his wife, daughter of Nicholas 
Franke of Alwoodley. William, afterwards Sir William 
Gascoigne, was at the time of the grant attaining some 
eminence in the legal world, and three years later, in 
1400, was constituted by King Henry IV. Chief Justice 
of the King’s Bench. As an instance of Gascoigne’s 
fearless and upright character, a story is told of the 
manner in which he committed Prince Henry to prison. 
The prince had imperiously demanded the release of 
one of his servants who was being charged with felony, 
and the judge having rebuked him for his interference, 
the prince angrily drew his sword and threatened him. 
The calmness with which this outburst was received by 
Gascoigne, and his reminder of the position that the 
prince would one day hold, instantly checked his passion. 
The judge committed him to prison for his contempt 
and disobedience. The prince submitted, and was led 
away in custody. 



PEDIGREE OF FRANKE OF ALWOODLEY AND COTTINGLEY. 

Arms: Gules, a fess sable between 
three falcons proper. William Franke 

I 
William Franke = 

of Alwoodley, had a grant of 
the manor of Cottingley from 
Sir William Gascoigne in 1503 

Percival Franke 
from whom are descended 
the Frankes of Pomfret 

William Franke = Ann, daughter of 
of Alwoodley, the younger; son and 

heir living 1541. Buried in the 
Chancel, Keighley Church, 1578 

Alexander Paslewe, 
of Riddlesden, 

Md. before 1527 

Dorothy Franke = Thomas Ricard 
of Heck 

Anthony Franke 
of Alwoodley 
(Fines 1559, 

1567) 

Rosamund, 
daughter of 

Nicholas Tempest, 
of Bracewell, 

Md. 1544 

William Franke 
(Fines 1560) 

I 
Anthony Franke 

eldest son, 
died beyond 

the seas 

I 
William Franke 

jointly with Rosa¬ 
mund, his mother, 

sold lands in 
Cottingley in 1590 

Richard Franke Robert Franke = Alice, daughter of 
of Alwoodley, Robert Arthington, 

living at of the Lanes 
Bolton Percy 

in 1592 ob. s.p. 

Bryan Franke 

Margaret Waterhouse (2) 
of Birstall, widow, 

Md. at Bingley 
18th Nov., 1602 

(Paver) 

: Ann, 
daughter of 

Francis Jackson, 
of Sharleston 

I 
= Stephen Franke 
of Cottingley, gent.. 

Buried at Bingley 
8th Jan., 1620-21. 

Will dated 
29th March, 1617. 

(Fines 1560) 

— (1) Isabel Paslewe 
Md. at Bingley 
17th Nov., 1579 

Matilda Franke 

-Dickinson 
(Fines 1560) 

William Franke (1) 
of Cottingley, 

Bapt. at Bingley 
Parish Church 

5th Jan., 1581-82 

Elizabeth Franke 

Christopher Morus 
(Fines 1560) 

= Grace .... = (2) Edmund Ferrand 
widow and admx. Md. at Calverley, 
Cottingley Manor 8th July, 1649 

Court, 1647 

I 
Johanna Franke 

Thomas Saxton 
(Fines 1560) 

Dorothy Franke 

John Watson 
(Fines 1560) 

Jane Franke 
Bapt. at Bingley 
19th June, 1584 

William Pickard 
of Wyke 

Stephen Franke 
Eapt. at Bingley 
23rd July, 1587. 

Buried at Bingley 
28th Oct., 1587 

Alice Franke = 
Bapt. at Bingley 
27th April, 1589. 
Md. at Bingley 
23rd Oct., 1610 

Thomas Leach 

Robert Franke 
An Attorney 

Susan, William Franke George Franke John Franke 
daughter of 

Nicholas More 
of Austrop 

Dorothy Franke 
Bapt. at 

Harewood 
3rd Sept., 1615, 
Ob. unmarried 

Anthony Franke 
Bapt. at 

Harewood 
1st Jan., 1616-17 

Thomasine Franke 
Bapt. at Harewood 

Parish Church 
23rd August, 1618 

Edward Taylor 

Frances Franke 

Richard Short, 
or Shore, 
of London 

Priscilla 
Died unmd. 

Rosamund Mary 

Thos. Wade Jo. Hatefield 

Stephen Franke 
Bapt. at Bingley 
19th May, 1622 

Isobel 
Bapt. 1624, 
Ob. 1632 

William Franke 
Bapt. at Bingley 

1626, 
Ob. circa 1659 

Grace 
Bapt. at 
Bingley, 

1629 

Robert Franke 
Bapt. 1631, 

Ob. 1651 

Marie 
Bapt. 1634 

Richard Franke =. (1) Anne 
of Cottingley Hall. 
Bapt. 1637, heir to 

his brother William. 
Buried at Bingley 

9th April, 1704 

Buried at Bingley 
26th Sept., 1679 

(2) Grace Hartley 
Married at Bingley 

11th May, 1682. 
Buried at Bingley, 

21st Sept., 1701 

Martha 
Bapt. 1641 

Jonas Japman 

I 
Robert Franke 
“ died in the 

late wars ” 

Marie 
Bapt. at Hare¬ 
wood 5th July, 

1629 

Hester Franke 
Bapt. at Hare¬ 

wood 25th July, 
1630 

Jane Franke 
Bapt. at Hare¬ 

wood 24th July, 
1631 

Mr. Walker 

I 
Anne Franke 
Bapt. at Hare¬ 

wood 22nd Dec. 
1631 

Edith Franke 
Bapt. at Hare¬ 
wood 20th Dec. 

1632 

Ingram Franke (2) 
Bapt. at Harewood 

5th June, 1634, 
yeoman, of Adding- 
ham. Buried there 

30th Jan. 1670-1 

Elizabeth Rogerson = 
Md. (1) at Adding- 

ham 20th Dec. 1652. 
Md. (2) at Adding- 

ham 1662, 
Buried there 

24th Feb. 1703-4 

(1) John Tophan 
Buried at 

Addingham 
3rd May, 1657 

I 
Frances 

Bapt. at Hare¬ 
wood 19th Oct. 

1635 

Grace 
Bapt. at Hare¬ 

wood 17th April, 
1641 

Mr. Flirst, 
of York 

William Franke 
Bapt. at Bingley 

1656 

John Franke 
Bapt. 1660 

Stephen 
Bapt. 1663, 
Ob. 1664 

Abraham Franke 
Bapt. at Bingley 

1667 

Ellen Lord 
(Paver) 

Ann 
Bapt. 1670 

Richard Franke 
Bapt. 1672 

Elizabeth Whittaker 
Md. at Bingley 
4th Oct. 1701 

Rosamund Franke 
Bapt. at Addingham 

30th Nov. 1663 

A daughter (?) Susan 
Bapt. at Addingham 

13th Sept. 1665 

Susan Franke 
Buried at Addingham 

24th Oct. 1677 
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The King afterwards hearing of this incident, 
exclaimed, “ How much am I bound to your infinite 
goodness, O Merciful God, for having given me a judge 
who feareth not to administer justice, and a son who 
can thus nobly submit to it.” This eminent judge died in 
1414, and a tomb, surmounted by two recumbent figures, 
representing himself and Elizabeth, his wife, is to be 
seen in Harewood Church. 

For upwards of a hundred years the manor of 
Cottingley remained in the possession of the Gascoigne 
family. 

In 1503, Sir William Gascoigne, Knight, apparently 
the great-grandson of the illustrious judge, granted the 
manor to William Franke, esquire, with all its appur¬ 
tenances, except those lands, tenements and rents in 
Riddlesden, part of the said manor, then in the holding 
of Alexander Paslewe, to hold to him and his heirs male, 
and for default of such issue to Nicholas Franke, and 
his heirs male, in consideration that the said William 
Franke, hath granted all his lands and tenements in 
Werdley and Stubbons to the said Sir William 
Gascoigne, and his heirs male, and failing such to the 
heirs of the body of Sir William Gascoigne, some time 
Chief Justice to King Henry IV. 

The said Sir William agreed that he would not enclose 
any part of the common or waste lands of his manor of 
Shipley for his tenants there, and William Franke also 
agreed not to enclose any of the waste lands in the 
manor of Cottingley. And further. Sir William 
Gascoigne granted that William Franke and his heirs 
should have a convenient way on horse and on foot, for 
him and his household servants, from Alwoodley to 
Harewood Church, through the said land in Stubbons 
and Werdley. 

The family of Franke, who had now become owners 
of the manor of Cottingley, was one of considerable 
antiquity in the township of Alwoodley, in the parish of 
Harewood. They belonged to the lesser of the land¬ 
owning families in Yorkshire. Members of the family 
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had married into leading families in the neighbourhood. 
The Frankes became possessed of their estate in 
Alwoodley by the marriage of William Franke with 
Alice, eldest daughter and co-heir of Roger de Alwoodley. 
Alwoodley remained in the Franke family until 1638, 
when it was sold to Sir Gervase Clifton, of Clifton in 
Nottinghamshire. Descendants resided in the parish 
for some time afterwards, but they appear to have lost 
their former standing as a landowning family. Incom¬ 
plete pedigrees of the family are given in the herald’s 
Visitation to Yorkshire in 1612, and in Hopkinson’s 
pedigrees, both of which are very fragmentary, and 
neither associates the family with Cottingley. They 
bore arms. Gules, a fesse sable between three falcons 
proper. In the south aisle of Harewood Church is the 
tomb of Sir Richard Franke and his wife, of Alwoodley 
Hall, surmounted by efhgies of the knight in armour, 
and his lady. Dodsworth mentions having seen several 
brasses in the church relating to the family, “ over the 
heads of Nicholas Franke of Alwoodley, and Helen, his 
wife,” but this tomb and the brasses no longer exist. 

The father of the celebrated Judge Gascoigne, as we 
have already seen, married the daughter and heir of a 
Nicholas Franke, who, in the Poll Tax returns of 1368, 
under Alwoodley, is described as a franklyn and taxed 
at 13s. 4d., and this close family connection with the 
Gascoignes might in some way account for the Franke 
family coming into possession of the manor of 
Cottingley. 

By the deed of 1503 already mentioned, the Gas¬ 
coignes conveyed all their right in the manor of 
Cottingley to the Frankes of Alwoodley. No branch 
of the family appears to have taken up residence there 
until half a century later, although there existed there 
a hall and a deer park. From William Franke the 
estate appears to have passed to his son William, 
probably by way of a settlement on his marriage with 
Anne, daughter of Alexander Paslewe, and in which she 
had right of dower, for we find that both she and her 
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husband appear as parties to a lease of a messuage and 
lands there in 1527. This William Franke, the son, had 
issue by his wife, Anne Paslewe, three sons, Anthony, 
William and Stephen, and four daughters. Anthony, 
the eldest son, married in 1544, Rosamund, daughter 
of Nicholas Tempest, of Bracewell, where he was living 
in 1566. Anthony had issue five sons by this marriage, 
William, Robert, Anthony, Richard and Brian. 

In 1566 (9 June, 9 Eliz.) Anthony the father, and 
William his son, conveyed to Bryan Bayles, merchant, 
of Potternewton, in consideration of ;^180, all that the 
manor and capital messuage of Cottingley, with all the 
messuages, houses, cottages, barns, garthings, tofts, 
crofts, lands, rents, revertions, services, liberties, moors, 
commons, courts, perquisites, and profits of courts, etc. 
The interest in the estate of William Franke, the father 
of Anthony, for the term of his life, and leases for the 
term of 21 years, being excepted. William Franke, the 
grandfather, who must by now have been considerably 
advanced in years, conveyed the interest he had in the 
manor for the term of his life to Bayles, in 1572, upon 
payment to him of £9 9s. 4d. a year for life. This 
William was probably the one who was buried in the 
chancel of Keighley Church in 1578, having doubtless 
died at Riddlesden, the home of his wife’s family. 

Bryan Bayles, who purchased the manor from the 
Frankes, was a merchant in Wakefield in the early part 
of the 16th century. He does not figure in county 
history, although he had a grant of arms from the 
heralds. George Oates, of Bargrange in Kirkstall, in 
the parish of Leeds, in his will dated 8th June, 1552, 
mentions his cousins Elizabeth Balles, and Bryan 
Balles of Wakefield, merchant. He appears to have 
made a considerable fortune there in business, and in 
1566, as we have already seen, he was residing at 
Potternewton, where he had acquired an estate. He 
had two children, a daughter, Elizabeth, born 1566, who 
became the wife of John Thornhagh, of Fenton, in the 
parish of Sturton, Co. Nottingham, and William, his son 
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and heir, born 1564. In 1576 he is described as Brian 
Bayles, esquire, of Fenton, in Co. Nottingham, in which 
year by his deed he covenants, before the 10th October 
next coming, to convey to William Moore, of Clements 
Inne, gent., Richard Cowper, of Leeds, gent., Edward 
Rosseter the Elder, of Somerbye, in the Co. of Lincoln, 
gent., and Mychaell Bland, of Lyons Inne, gent., his 
manor of Cottingley, property in Huworthe, Co. Dur¬ 
ham, Sowtheleverton, in Co. Nottingham, with lands in 
Wakefield, to hold for the life of the said Bryan, and 
after his decease, then to the use of William Bayles, his 
son and heir apparent, and his heirs of his body; and 
in event of his son dying without issue and for default 
of such issue, then to the only use of Elizabeth Thorn- 
hage, his daughter, and sister of William, his feoffees 
paying yearly five pounds to the most needy poore in 
the parishes of Wakefield and Leeds for ever. He 
gives by the same deed a tenement in Wakefield to 
Richard Rosseter, of Somerbye, in Co. Lincoln, his 
cousin and near kinsman. 

Bryan Bayles possessed all the aspirations of the 
successful business man of to-day, in his desire to found 
a family of standing in the county. His daughter, 
Elizabeth, was married to a member of the ancient 
family of Thornhagh, and his son's future was assured 
by settlements. He had obtained a patent dated 5th 
February, 1578 (21 Elizabeth), whereby William Flower, 
Norroy King of Arms, granted him a coat of arms and 
crest. He is styled Bryan Bayles of Cottingley, esquire, 
but there is no evidence that he was residing there at 
the time. He was residing at Fenton, in Co. Notting¬ 
ham, with his married daughter, at the time of his death. 
In 1577 he had purchased of Edmund Stockwith, of 
West Stockwith, in Nottinghamshire, and Henry 
Stockwith, his son and heir, all their Swan Marke in 
Bickersdike waters within the Lordship of Kirton in 
Lindsey in Co. Lincoln, and in West Stockwith, or on 
the river Trent, and several carres there adjoining, and 
all the swans thereupon, being in number sixty pairs. 
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These swan markes were privileged places for the 
breeding of swans, the young, or cygnets, being highly 
esteemed for the table. As these birds were Royal 
Birds, no subject was allowed to possess them without 
special licence from the Crown, and every bird so kept 
should bear a distinguishing mark of ownership, usually 
placed on the bill. This privilege was originally con¬ 
ferred on the larger landowners only, but later it was 
extended, so that in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
upwards of 900 swan markes were in existence, under 
the supervision of the Royal Swanherd,whosejurisdiction 
extended over the whole kingdom. These swanneries, on 
many of our rivers and lakes, must have been a beautiful 
sight in former times. Some of them were of great size, 
often numbering over 1,000 birds. 

Bryan Bayles died at Fenton in the year 1579, and 
his will was proved at York on the 19th December 
of that year. He bequeathed to George Bayles, £5 ; 
and to his cousin, William Bayles, £20; and to 
Edward Bayvott, his house in Wakefield upon certain 
conditions; and to John Thornhagh, Barbara, Gertrude 
and Mary, children of his son-in-law, ^^400 to be equally 
divided among them; and to his son, William Bayles, 
;^500, to be paid when he comes to be twenty-one years 
of age, and £S00 more in debts to be paid 10th May, 
1585, at which time he shall be full age of twenty-one 
years; and for want of issue male of William Bayles, 
then ;^500 of it to his female children and £250 of it to 
the children of his son-in-law, John Thornhagh, and 
Elizabeth, his then wife; and £d>5 6s. 8d. to the poor of 
the parishes of Sturton and Fenton ^33 6s. 8d. To the 
Mayor and Aldermen of Kingston-upon-Hull 100 marks, 
on condition that they pay to the poor thereof 20 nobles; 
and to four chief inhabitants of Wakefield in Yorkshire 
;^109, on condition that they and their heirs pay to the 
poor thereof ;^10 per annum for ever. 

William Bayles, his son, who was born 10th May, 
1564, died without issue at Fenton about 5th Septem¬ 
ber, 1583, four years after the death of his father, 
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administration being granted in that year to Elizabeth, 
his sister. 

Elizabeth, the wife of John Thornhagh, after the 
death of her brother William, inherited her father’s 
estate, William having died unmarried and without 
issue. She and her husband inherited, amongst other 
properties, the manor of Cottingley. A Court Roll, 
dated 1584, of the Court Baron, with view of Frank¬ 
pledge of John Thornhaghe, esquire, and Elizabeth his 
wife, held at Cottingley, the 7th day of May, 1584, is 
still in existence. This is the only record of a Cottingley 
Court we have ever seen or heard of, apart from those 
of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, who held lands, 
and Courts, Baron and Leet, there. 

By a deed dated 31st August, 1590, John Thornhagh 
and Elizabeth his wife, with John Thornhagh the 
younger, of Fenton, and Mary his wife, jointly convey 
the manor of Cottingley with all its rights to Stephen 
Franke of Cottingley, gent., Thomas Brooke of Nether- 
woodhouse in Huddersfield, yeoman, William Morvell 
of Cottingley, and John Rawson of Ingrow, husbandman, 
for the sum of /1,040. The manor consisted of twelve 
messuages, four cottages and two watermills, twelve 
gardens, 400 acres of land, 200 acres of common, 300 
qcres of pasture, 40 acres of wood and 500 acres of 
moorland. 

The Thornhaughs were an ancient and honourable 
family who had long resided at Fenton, in Nottingham¬ 
shire, and the old manor house, which had been occupied 
for generations by the family, has disappeared along with 
its former owners. It has been suggested that they were 
descended from the Thorners of Yorkshire. The fine 
church of Sturton contains some interesting memorials 
of this family, but some of these were obliterated by a 
fire which partially destroyed the church in 1901. 
Notable amongst these was a fine alabaster figure of 
Dame Frances Earle, mother of one of the Thorn¬ 
haughs of Fenton, which was locally known as “ the 
white lady.” John Thornhaugh, who had married 



COTTINGLEY : ITS EARLY HISTORY 95 

Elizabeth Bayles, was in 1602 occupying the post of 
deputy and lieutenant to Roger, Earl of Rutland, as 
Chief Justice of the Forest of Sherwood. John Thorn- 
hagh, the son, who had joined with his father in the sale 
of Cottingley, was knighted by King James I. He 
married Mary, daughter of Judge Rhodes, one of the 
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. He was 
travelling “beyond seas” in 1596, visiting Florence and 
Venice, and from the latter place he sent his wife, who 
was living then with his father at Fenton, a token. 
Their son. Sir Francis Thornhaugh, was a Colonel on 
the Parliamentary side during the Civil War, and met 
his death at the battle of Preston in 1648. As an 
illustration of the character of this gallant soldier, and 
the brave manner in which he met his death, we are 
indebted to an account of his last engagement, given by 
the wife of his intimate friend. Colonel Hutchinson. 
She says:— 

“Being at the beginning of the charge on a horse as 
courageous as became such a master, he made such furious 
speed to set upon a company of Scotch lancers, that he was 
singly engaged and mortally wounded, before it was possible 
for his regiment, though as brave men as ever drew sword, 
and too affectionate to their Colonel to be slack in following 
him, to come up time enough to break the fury of that body, 
which shamed not to unite all their force against one man : 
who yet fell not among them, but being faint and all covered 
with blood, of his enemies as well as his own, was carried off 
by some of his own men, while the rest, enraged for the loss 
of their dear Colonel, fought not that day like men of human 
race; but deaf to the cries of every coward that asked mercy, 
they killed all, and would not that a captive should live to 
see their Colonel die; but said that the whole kingdom of 
Scotland was too mean a sacrifice for that brave man. His 
soul was hovering to take her flight out of his body, but that 
an eager desire to know the success of that battle kept it 
within till the end of the day, when the news being brought 
to him, he cleared his dying countenance, and said, ‘ I now 
rejoice to die, since God hath let me see the overthrow of 
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this perfidious enemy; I could not lose my life in a better 
cause, and I have the favour from God to see my blood 
avenged.’ ” 

As already observed, the four partners in the purchase 
of the manor of Cottingley from the Thornhaughs were 
Stephen Franke, Thomas Brooke, John Rawson and 
William Morvell. They allotted themselves certain 
portions, and sold other lots to the tenants. Stephen 
Franke was brother of Anthony Franke, of Alwoodley, 
who, with his son William, had sold the manor in 1566 
to Bryan Bayles. He had married, in 1571, Isabel 
Paslewe, of the ancient family of Paslewe of Riddles- 
den, and had left Alwoodley before 1590 to reside at 
Cottingley. In 1591 his co-partners sold him the 
mansion house called Cottingley Hall, with certain 
buildings and lands adjoining, and this became the 
family residence until about 1660. The old hall must 
have been pulled down about 1659, and another building 
erected on its site. Cudworth mentions in 1876 the 
hall which stood at the top of the village, which had 
then been recently destroyed, and a date stone with the 
initials R.F. and A.F. and a date 1659, taken to St. Ives. 
He says this refers to Robert Ferrand and Anne, his 
wife, but in this ascription it seems that he was mistaken. 
The initials are those of Richard Franke and Anne, his 
wife, Richard being the grandson of Stephen. Although 
there were numerous descendants of Stephen Franke 
living in Cottingley for some years after his death in 
1618, none of them appears to have maintained the 
dignity and standing of their forebears, and some of 
them sank into penury and obscurity. 

John Rawson and William Morvell acquired property 
at Beckfoot, and the picturesque old house standing there 
with adjoining buildings was built by the Rawsons. 
The hamlet of Beckfoot was the centre of the activities 
of Cottingley for many centuries. The old manorial 
corn mill was situated there, and the main road from 
Leeds to Bingley and Keighley formerly passed through 
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the hamlet. It was visited by the plague in 1631, which 
swept away many of the inhabitants: in one case a 
family consisting of father, mother and four of their 
children was carried away by the pestilence. 

The Brookes of Huddersfield retained their lands there 
until the end of the 17th century, and as this family is 
so often mentioned in Yorkshire topographical and 
historical works I do not propose to make any further 
allusion to it. 

In conclusion I wish to thank Mr. W. H. Ferrand, 
the present Lord of the Manor of Cottingley, for kindly 
giving me access to documentary evidences relating to 
the Manor. To Mr. C. T. Clay, F.S.A., and Mr. C. J. 
Jeffery I am indebted; to the former for rendering 
into English the difficult script in Latin of the early 
charters, and to the latter for much friendly assistance 
and the loan of several early deeds. Without their help 
it would not have been possible to engage upon the 
difficult task of tracing the descent of this obscure 
manor, from so early a period, with any semblance of 
historical accuracy. 

PERAMBULATION OF HARDEN 

BOUNDARY, 1814 

WE the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the Manor 
and Township of Harden in the West Riding 
of the County of York and others together with 

Edward Parker, Steward of the Courts of the said 
Manor duly appointed by Thomas Parker, Esquire, 
Lord of the same Manor, do hereby certify and declare 
that we have this second day of November one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen perambulated the 
Boundaries of the said Manor (Notice in writing first 
having been given to the respective Lords or their 
known agents of the adjoining manors) And that we 
began such perambulation at a certain stone in a field 
called the Broad Oak in Unkrau and from thence we 
proceeded to Unkrau Gate, from thence up the old 
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river air to Rodhill Gate and from thence up a lane or 
road called Thwaites Lane to the Head of a certain 
close called the Park belonging to Edward Ferrand, 
Esquire. We then proceeded on the head of several 
closes called Jackfields and then to Jackfield House. 
We then proceeded Southwards to a stone called Fair¬ 
fax Stone and from thence Westwards to a place called 
Farnley Cragg marked S.P: A.B: T.F. from thence 
Southward to a place called Sunderland Stoop or post 
marked S.P. We then proceeded in a South West 
direction to a certain Brook above Collingwith called 
Eller Carr or Thrape Roid then Eastward down the 
said Brook to the South side of Cow House belonging 
to the said Edward Ferrand and from thence continu¬ 
ing directly down the said brook to the East side of a 
certain place called the Beckfoot. From thence we 
proceeded Northward down the same brook to a cer¬ 
tain other place called the Beck mouth where the said 
brook empties itself into the River Aire and from 
thence westward up the said River Aire to the said 
Broad Oak in Unkrau where we began the said 
Perambulation. 

Thomas Rishworth 
Thomas Rhoades 
Thomas Darkey junr. 
Samuell Webb 
William Gill 
William Horner 
John Wilkinson 
Thomas Hudson 
Thomas Hollidy 
Abraham Foster 
William Sugden 
Morris X Crowther 
George X Bayley 
George X Bayley junr. 
James Hill 
Jonas Bower 
John X Bayley 
Jonas X Crowther 
Jonas X Bayley 
Wm. X Peel 
Thomas Leach 
Abraham X Denby 

James X Royds 
Jonas X Coulton 
Jonas X Bayley 
William X Denby 
Benjn. X Sunderland 
Joseph X Bayley 
David X Binns 
John X Wild 
Peter X Bayley 
Matthew X Binns 
Benjn. X Firth 
John X Leach 
Joshua X Scott 
Jackson X Sugden 
Wm. X Horner junr. 
Thomas X Binns 
Abraham X Wild 
John X Hustler 
Timothy X Whitaker 
Edwd. Parker 
Enoch X Bayley 
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THE NORTHERN REGIMENT OF 

WEST RIDING VOLUNTEER 

YEOMANRY CAVALRY 

1794—1804 

By WILFRID ROBERTSHAW 

Before giving an account of the Northern Regi¬ 
ment of the West Riding Corps of Volunteer 
Yeomanry Cavalry, it is necessary to outline 

the national events which led to its formation. In 
this respect we need not go back earlier than the year 
1792. It was in the latter part of this year when the 
French National Convention embarked on a policy 
which aimed at the acquisition of territories and rights 
in which England had a direct interest. William Pitt 
was unwilling to engage in a war, but the situation at 
the opening of 1793 was so serious that unless the Con¬ 
vention could be turned from its purpose war must be 
certain. The crowning act of injustice by the revolu¬ 
tionary leaders was the execution of Louis XVI, which 
had the effect of ending all political negotiations with 
France. 

That war was probable had been felt for some time 
before this calamity, and that it would have the full 
support of the nation was considered to be beyond a 
doubt. The Government’s hope that the defence of 
England against the revolutionaries at home could 
be entrusted to civilians was confirmed by the offers 
of service which were being received.^ On March 

Cecil Sebag-Montefiore, A History of the Volunteer Forces, from the 
earliest times to the year 1860, 1908, pp. 156-159, 
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14th, 1794, the Secretary of State for War sent a 
circular letter to the Lords-Lieutenant of counties 
suggesting the opening of a subscription fund to assist 
in carrying out a plan of defence by auxiliary forces or 
citizen soldiers. This action by the Government was 
criticised by the Opposition as an illegal procedure. 
Parliament, however, ratified the scheme the following 
month by the passing of a measure.^ 

That Yorkshiremen lost no time in responding to 
what was virtually a national appeal may be gathered 
from the fact that on the 21st May following, a meet¬ 
ing of West Riding gentry was held in the Moot Hall, 
Pontefract. A General Committee had been elected 
at a meeting a few hours before, and this Committee, 
over which Earl Fitzwilliam^ presided, resolved to 
forrn committees in the different wapentakes of the 
Riding for the purpose of enrolling recruits. These 
committees were to consist of all gentlemen named in 
the Commission of the Peace, Deputy-Lieutenants and 
subscribers of twenty pounds to the General Subscrip¬ 
tion Fund established by the General Committee. The 
Wapentake Committees were to meet at 12 noon for 
the purpose mentioned on the following dates: Agbrigg 

* An Act for encouraging and disciplining such corps or companies 
of men as shall voluntarily enrol themselves for the defence of 
their counties, towns, or coasts, or for the general defence of the 
Kingdom during the present war. (34 George III. c.31). 

® William Wentworth Fitzwilliam, who was born 30th May, 1748, suc¬ 
ceeded as 4th Earl Fitzwilliam in the peerage of Ireland, ^nd 2nd 
Earl in that of England in 1756. He was President of the Council 
in 1794, and Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland in 1795. He was recalled 
from Ireland after three months in office on account of his premature 
and unauthorized avowal of sympathy with the demand for Catholic 
emancipation. It is on record that he fought a duel with John 
Beresford, the Irish statesman, whom he had tried to dismiss from 
the Cpmmissionership of Customs, It appears that when Earl Fitz¬ 
william was on his way to Ireland to take up his appointment he 
halted at Doncaster and ordered six hogsheads of ale to be given 
to the inhabitants. This profusion of ale was distributed to a motley 
throng of people in front of the Mansion House. Men, women and 
children flocked together with vessels of every description—cans, 
kettles, pitchers, hats, shoes and jordans—to receive the liquor. 
Earl Fitzwilliam was Lord-Lieutenant of the West Riding in 1798. 
He died on February 9th, 1833. 
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and Morley on Monday, June 2nd, at the Talbot Inn, 
Halifax, on Wednesday, the 4th, at the George Inn, 
Huddersfield, and on Friday, the 6th, at the Court 
House, Wakefield; Barkston Ash at Selby and Tad- 
caster; Claro on Wednesday, June 4th, at the Court 
House, Knaresborough; Skyrack on Tuesday, June 
3rd, at the Moot Hall, Leeds; and the Staincliffe and 
Ewcross on Saturday, June 7th, at the New Court 
House, Skipton. 

It was also resolved that a corps of 500 cavalry be 
raised within the Riding, to be formed into troops and 
to comprise the leading inhabitants. Market towns, in 
the main, provided volunteers for the infantry. 

A Clerk to the General Committee was appointed, 
and this was Thomas William Tew, attorney, of 
Pontefract. 

Several gentlemen present at the meeting offered 
their personal services and enrolled themselves to serve 
either as cavalry or infantry, as may be judged most 
expedient. With regard to the officers, certain qualifi¬ 
cations were necessary before the King granted a 
commission; and not the least important of these was 
the possession of accurate knowledge of the district in 
which they might be called upon to act. 

Two regiments were formed of West Riding Yeo¬ 
manry Cavalry, the Northern and the Southern. The 
headquarters of the Northern Regiment were more or 
less mobile. In a letter dated 5th January, 1797, from 
General George Scott, General Officer Commanding 
the military area of North-East Yorkshire, to Colonel 
Earl Fitzwilliam, Commanding Officer of the West 
Riding Corps, the writer complains that the Northern 
Regiment’s headquarters are not mentioned in a return 
of officers and men submitted by Major Ferrand,"* 

Benjamin Ferrand was baptized on 18th May, 1730. He was a Major 
in Sir George Saville’s Battalion of West Riding Militia several 
years before the formation of the West Riding Yeomanry Cavalry. 
In July, 1794, at the age of sixty-four years, he was appointed a 
Lieutenant in the Yeomanry. He lived at St. Ives, Bingley, and 
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Commanding Officer of the 2nd Craven Troop. Earl 
Fitzwilliam requested Major Ferrand to attend to the 
matter, which he did in the following terms: “ . . . 
We never have had any regular headquarters for the 
Northern Regiment, but a letter directed to me at 
St. Iv0S, nGa,r Bradford, Yorkshire, will be the speediest 
mode of communication, should it be required during 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lister s absence from the country.” 
It is interesting to note that a return of officers and 
troopers made two months later bore at the foot the 
words, “Headquarters, Bradford.” 

In command of each Regiment was a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, that of the Northern being Thomas Lister,^ 
who was also Commanding Officer of the 1st Craven 
Troop; the Southern was commanded by Bryan Cooke.^ 
There was a second-in-command of each Regiment, 
who bore the rank of Major. Of the Northern this 
was Benjamin Ferrand, and that of the Southern was 
J. Pate Nevile.^ Each troop was to consist of not 

was Lord of the Manors of Cottingley and Oak worth, a Justice of 
the Peace, and a Deputy-Lieutenant of the West Riding. In addi¬ 
tion to the possessions named, he owned land and houses in Bradford. 
Benjamin Ferrand died unmarried on October 20th, 1803, and was 
buried in Bingley Church. 

® Thomas Lister, of Gisburn Park, was born 11th March, 1752, and was 
High Sheriff of Yorkshire in the year the West Riding Yeomanry 
Cavalry were formed. For his services on behalf of the volunteer 
movement he was raised to the peerage, as Baron Ribblesdale, on 
26th October, 1797. He had previously raised “Lister’s Light Horse,” 
or the “ Yorkshire Light Dragoons,” as they were sometimes called. 
Not the least of Lord Ribblesdale’s activities was that of an arbori¬ 
culturist. It is said that on a large tract of land, on the banks of 
the Ribble above and below Gisburn Park, he planted 1,200,000 
oaks, as well as an uncounted number of other trees. Dr. t! D. 
Whitaker, F.S.A., in his History and Antiquities of the Deanery 
of Craven, (3rd edition, edited by A. W. Morant, F.S.A., 1878) 
says, “ I know not a more patriotic work, or one which could better 
entitle its author to the barony of a valley so adorned and improved.” 
Portraits of Lord Ribblesdale as a boy and as a man were painted 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds, P.R.A. and Sir Thomas Lawrence, R.A., 
respectively. He died on September 22nd, 1826. 

« Bryan Cooke lived at Owston Hall, near Doncaster. He was Member 
of Parliament for Malton from 1801 to 1812, and died at Geneva on 
November 8th, 1821. 

’’ Major J. P. Nevile resided at Skelbrooke Park, Badsworth. 
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less than fifty officers and men. Other officers in 
command of troops of the Northern Regiment were 
Captain John Lister-Kaye,« of the Agbrigg and Morley 
Troop; Captain The Rt. Hon. Lord Hawke," of the 
Barkston Ash Troop; Captain Robert Harvey,'" of the 
Claro Troop; and Captain William Markham," of the 
Skyrack Troop. The name of a Captain Robert 
Chaloner, of Netherton, near Wakefield, is also men¬ 
tioned in the correspondence of 1800. In passing, it 
may be of interest to mention two troop commanders 
of the Southern Regiment. These were Captain Fran- 
cis Ferrand Foljambe,'^ of the 2nd Rotherham Troop, 
and Captain Walter Spencer-Stanhope," of the Barns¬ 
ley Troop. 

The material from which most of this history is 
compiled forms part of the manuscript collection which 
the Corporation of Bradford acquired about a year ago 

® Sir John Lister-Kaye, 5th Baronet, of Denby Grange, was High Sheriff 
of Yorkshire in 1761, and died unmarried in 1789, leaving his estates 
to his illegitimate son. This son, I conclude, was the Captain 
Lister-Kaye mentioned in this record. Letters I have seen were 
written from Denbigh Grange. 

» Lord Hawke, who was the third holder of the Barony, resided at Scarth- 
ingwell Hall, in the parish of Saxton. 

Captain (afterwards Colonel) Harvey lived at Farnham, near Knares- 
borough. 

Captain Markham was the eldest son of William Markham, Archbishop 
of York. Sometime private secretary to Warren Hastings in India, 
he returned to Yorkshire and took up residence at Becca Hall 
(or Lodge), near Tadcaster. He died on January 1st, 1815. 

1^2 Captain Foljambe was Member of Parliament for the County of York, 
and High Sheriff of the County in 1787. He later became Lieutenant- 
Colonel Commandant of the South York Regiment of Yeomanry 
Cavalry. 

1* Captain Spencer-Stanhope was the only son of Walter Stanhope, of 
Horsforth, near Leeds, by Anne his wife, who was the daughter and 
co-heiress of William Spencer, of Cannon Hall, near Barnsley. He 
was Member of Parliament for Hazlemere and Carlisle. Hunter, 
in his book entitled South Yorkshire, prints a monumental inscrip¬ 
tion to the memory of Captain Spencer-Stanhope, which includes 
the following In the militia of his country, and the 
yeomanry of his district, he bore arms in her defence, and at a 
season of great national alarm, as commandant of the volunteers for 
the wapentake, he was amongst the foremost to face the dangers 
and repel the threats of invasion.” 
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from Mr. W. H. Ferrand, late of St. Ives, Bingley, to 
whom the writer is indebted for permission to reproduce 
a portrait of Major Benjamin Ferrand. The letters 
and other documents concern chiefly the two Craven 
Troops of the Stainclifle and Ewcross wapentake. 

The Wapentake Committee duly met at Skipton on 
June 7th, when many recruits were enrolled. In fact, 
so many came forward that two troops were formed 
instead of one, as intended originally. The Articles of 
Enrolment of the Northern Regiment, as contained in 
a broadside printed by Jackson, of Settle, and dated 
May 21st, 1794, are very interesting. They are twelve 
in number, and the following is a summary of them. 
Those that enrolled were to receive no pay, unless 
called out for duty in case of invasion or for the 
suppression of riots and tumults in the West Riding, 
or in any adjoining riding or county. In all cases 
when embodied they were entitled to the same rate of 
pay as the regular Light Dragoons. Pay received was 
to be put into the General Stock-purse, or pooled, as we 
should say to-day, and divided equally amongst the 
volunteers. As the officers agreed to pool their pay 
with that of the troopers there resulted a rate of pay 
much higher than that allowed by the Government 
to the Light Cavalry. The volunteers were subject to 
military discipline only when on service. With regard 
to uniform and equipment, the General Subscription 
Fund bore the cost of these, unless any person chose 
to provide them at his own expense. The Government 
provided arms only. Members of troops were to be 
substantial householders, or their sons, whether manu¬ 
facturers, farmers, tradesmen, or of any other occupation. 
They were to be mounted on a mare or gelding of not 
less than fourteen hands and a half high, to be approved 
by the captain of the troop. Each member had to find 
his own horse, which cost between forty and sixty 
guineas. Times and places for exercise and drill were 
fixed for the general convenience of those in the respec¬ 
tive troops. Days of exercise were not oftener than 
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once a week, in order that the service should interfere 
as little as possible with each indivMual’s private occu¬ 
pation. As one may rightly believe, this condition 
led to much friction at times between the volunteers 
and the Regular Army authorhies; and as proof that 
the two forces did not work in concert we have only 
to look at a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke to 
Major Ferrand, in which the writer confesses that he 
does not know who is the General Officer Commanding 
the northern military area. During haytime and har¬ 
vest even the once-weekly exercise was discontinued. 
Provision for a general muster once a month was also 
made, with the idea that troops should be taught to act 
in a body. 

Unfortunately there is no complete muster roll oi 
the Northern Regiment among the Ferrand papers; 
therefore, only the names of those serving in the Craven 
Troops can be given. 

LIST OF GENTLEMEN ENROLLED IN 

THE 2nd craven TROOP OF THE 

NORTHERN REGIMENT OF 

WEST RIDING VOLUNTEER YEOMANRY CAVALRY. 

Name 

Officers:— 

Major Benjamin Ferrand, 
Bingley . 

Lieutenant Thomas Garforth,''* 
Steeton . 

Cornet Thomas Hulbert,‘® 
Bingley . 

Enrolled Remarks 

May, 1794 ... 
Apptd. Cornet, 

„ „ ... July, 1794 

Lieutenant (afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel) Thomas Garforth, who was 
born in 1755, was a Justice of the Peace for the West Riding, and 
lived at Steeton Hall. He died on December 6th, 1811, and was 
buried at Kildwick. 

Cornet Hulbert married Dorothy Wood, of Morton. He died on June 
25th, 1818, aged 56. 
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Non-Commissioned Officers:— 

Sergeant Robert Haworth 
Trumpeter Thomas Lund 

Troopers :— 

Jonathan Anderton, Keighley 
and Bradford . 

Joseph Asquith, Steeton. 
Thomas Bailey, Skipton. 
James Barber, Bingley . 

William Bellhouse . 
Thomas Benson, Ridding, Skip- 

ton . 
David Binns, Woodside, Harden 
Thomas Blakey, Keighley 
Richard Brayshaw, Skipton ... 
Francis Butterfield, Bingley ... 
Henry Clapham, Keighley 
Nathan Clapham, Bingley 
Thomas Colbeck, Keighley and 

Skipton . . 
Thomas Corlass, Keighley 
Robert Corner, Keighley. 
John Craven . 
Thomas Cure, Junr., Keighley... 
David Dale, Skipton. 
John Davey, Sutton. 
John Dawson, Skipton . 

Thomas Dawson . 
Thomas Dixon, Skipton. 

Thomas Dobson, Bingley. 
Lister Ellis . 
James Fox, Keighley . 
Peter Gooden, Skipton . 

William Hardisty, Keighley ... 
Robert Hargreaves, Skipton ... 

Charles Hartley, Bingley... 

Paid instructor 
Paid trumpeter 

June 7, 1794 Physician 

June 7, 1794 Maltster; resign¬ 
ed before Feb., 
1799 

Sept. 18, 1797 

June 7, 1794 
„ ,, Weaver 

Sept. 18, 1797 Yeoman 
June 7, 1794 

yy ... 

Resigned before 
„ „ Feb., 1799 
yy yy 

Sept. 18, 1797 
June 7, 1794 

yy yy ... 

Sept. 18, 1797 Resigned before 
June, 1801 

June 7, 1794 
Sept. 18, 1797 Resigned before 

Feb., 1799 
June 7, 1794 
Sept. 18, 1797 Resigned, 1800 
June 7, 1794 

,, ,, Resigned before 
Feb., 1799 

yy yy 

,, „ Excluded (non- 
attendance) 
January, 1800 

„ „ Cotton Spinner 
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John Heelis, Skipton . June 7, 1794 

Robert Hodgson, Sutton. „ )> 
Richard Jowett, Riddlesden Hall ,, ,, 
William Lowcock, Skipton ... ,, ,, 
Richard Midgley . Sept. 18, 1797 
Thomas Moorhouse. ,, .» 

John Newell, Skipton . June 7, 1794 
Thomas Padgett, Thwaites ... ,, „ 
Roger Peel, Keighley . „ „ 
George Richardson, Keighley... ,, ,, 

John Robinson, Skipton. ,, ,, 
Richard Robinson, Skipton ... ,, ,, 
Christopher Scott, Bingley ... ,, „ 
Benjamin Smith, Sutton. ,, ,, 
Joseph Smith, Skipton . ,, ,, 
David Spencer, Keighley. ,, „ 

Thomas Spencer, Moles Hall ,, „ 
(? Malsis) 

John Stead, Morton. ,, ,, 

John Stubbs, Keighley . ,, ,, 

John Sugden, Skipton . „ „ 

John Thornber.. ... ,, ,, 

James Tipping, Skipton . ,, ,, 
William Wallbank, Thwaites ... ,, ,, 
William Weatherhead, Keighley ,, ,, 
William Wellock, Skipton ... ,, ,, 
William Whitaker, Riddlesden 

Hall . 
William Whitley, Bingley ... Feb. 14,1799 
William Wilkinson, Keighley... June 7, 1794 

Sept. 18, 1797 

Agent for the 
Earl of Thanet, 
Skipton Castle 

Dismissed, 1800 

Died, May 20, 
1800 

Resigned before 
Feb., 1799 

Maltster 

Resigned before 
June, 1801 

Resigned before 
June, 1801 

Resigned before 
Feb., 1799 

Resigned before 
Feb., 1799 

Resigned before 
June, 1801 

Died, 1801 

Resigned before 
June, 1801 

Resigned before 
June, 1801 

James Wood 
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LIST OF GENTLEMEN ENROLLED IN 

THE 1st craven TROOP OF THE 

NORTHERN REGIMENT OF 

WEST RIDING VOLUNTEER YEOMANRY CAVALRY, 

JUNE, 1798.*'’ 

Horses found personally 
EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE 

STATED 
Officers:— 

Lieutenant-Colonel The Rt. Hon. 
Lord Ribblesdale, Gisburn 

Lieutenant George Payley, 
LangclifF . 

Cornet John Cockshott, 
Bracewell. 

Non-Commissioned Officers :— 

Sergeant-Major Thomas Riding 
(Paid drill instructor) 

Trumpeter Robert Edmondson, 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale 
(Paid trumpeter) . 

Troopers:— 

James Bank, Paythorn . 
William Blackburn, Midhop ... 
William Bradley, Settle . 
Joseph Brayshay, Crowpark, 

Gisburn . 
William Buck, Bank Newton... 
William Carr, Gisburn . 
Thomas Cooper, Gisburn. 
Richard Croasdale, Marton 
William Dobson, Gisburn 
Edmond Dodgson, Paythorn ... 
Richard Downham, Rathmell... 
Abraham England, Broughton .. 

Horse by J. Slinger, Settle 

Horse by Stephen Carr, Gisburn 

This list is given as printed by Thomas Brayshaw, of Settle, in his 
Local Repository. This publication consists of notes reprinted 
from The Settle Household Almanac of 1903. 
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George Gill, Horton-in-Ribbles- 
dale . 

Peter Gooden, Skipton . 
Richard Greenwood, Bank 

Newton . 
J. Hall, Settle (Surgeon). 
Stephen Hardacre, Skipton 
Robert Hargreaves, Settle 
John Harrison, Thorlby. 
James Hartley, Grassington ... 
Richard Hartley, Swinden 
William Hartley, Greenhead, 

Sawley . 
William Herd, Gisburn . 
Robert Holgate, Marton. 
John Holmes, Skipton . 
Richard Holmes, Linton. 
Thomas Horsman, Gargrave ... 
Ignatius Ingram, Marton. 
Thomas Kirklees, Giggleswick 
Thomas Lancaster, Pay thorn... 
William Lancaster, Pay thorn ... 
William Lancaster, Paythorn ... 
J ohn Marshall, Broughton 
Richard Marshall, Broughton ... 
William Moore, Nappa Flatts... 
William Moore, Junr., Nappa 
Flatts. 

John Nightingale, Paythorn ... 
Joseph Nightingale, Newsholme 
Robert Nightingale, Cowgill, 

Gisburn . 
Thomas Nightingale, Gisburn... 
John Preston, Horton-in-Ribbles- 

dale . 
William Roberts, Gisburn 
John Robinson, Barnoldswick... 
Robert Robinson, Downham ... 

John Sawley, Swinden . 
James Smith, Gisburn . 

Thomas Smith, Thornton-in- 
Craven . 

Thomas Speak, Rimmington ... 
William Standing, Horton-in- 

Ribblesdale . 

Horse by Stephen Carr, Gisburn 

Horse by Thomas Wilkinson 

Horse by Stephen Carr, Gisburn 
Horse by John Robinson, Down- 

ham 

Horse by John Holmes, Gisburn 
Cotes 
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Richard Varley, Gisburn. 
Charles Vavasour, Marton ... Horse by Lord Ribblesdale 
John Waller, Giggleswick ... Horse by Anthony Lister 
Henry Wilkinson, Paythorn ... 
Thomas Wilkinson, Gisburn ... 
Walter Willoughby, Gisburn ... 
James Wilson, Gisburn (Farrier) 
Anthony Wrathall, Linton 

The following gentlemen are mentioned in an undated 
muster roll of the 1st Craven Troop:— 

Thomas Kirkby 
Thomas Salmon 
Thomas Shires 
John Slinger... 
Robert Starkie 

Giggleswick 
Settle 
Chatburn 
Settle 
Gisburn 

A few interesting facts emerge from an examination 
of these muster rolls. The dates of enrolment confirm 
the statement that in the northern part of the Riding 
the response to the call for volunteers was a ready one. 
It would appear that every recruit could not afford a 
horse; hence we notice that some other gentleman 
provided one. If the owner of the horse was too 
old to render personal service he did the next best 
thing, that is, he enabled a younger man to play his 
part in the cause of liberty by furnishing a suitable 
steed, the cost of which might have been beyond the 
means of the volunteer. It will be noticed, too, that 
the personnel of the 1st Craven Troop were drawn from 
the area north of Skipton, and the 2nd Craven Troop 
from south of this ancient town. 

Whilst on the subject of muster rolls we may men¬ 
tion that after comparing the monthly strength returns 
of the various troops in the Northern Regiment, the 
2nd Craven could usually show more members than 
any other troop. At times some troops were as low in 
number as twenty-five and thirty-three. The return 
for March, 1797, for instance, gives a total of 249 
officers and men in the Regiment, the 2nd Craven Troop 
being highest with forty-nine, and the Barkston Ash 
lowest with thirty. 
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A circular dated at Settle, 14th June, 1794, and 
signed by Thomas Garforth, reads as follows . 

‘ Enrolment and Subscription for raising Volunteer Corps of 
Cavalry within the \Vest Riding of this County for internal 
defence. 

At an adjourned Meeting for the Wapentake of Staincliffe 
and Ewcross, held at this town, for the purposes above- 
mentioned, a liberal Subscription was entered into, and 
several gentlemen enrolled themselves for Personal Service. 

To afford persons who are desirous of coming forward a 
further opportunity of entering their names, this Meeting is 
adjourned to Kighley, at the Golden Fleece,’ on Wednes¬ 
day, the 25th day of June instant, at 12 o’clock at noon.’ 

Then follow names of subscribers in the Settle and 
Skipton districts, together with their respective amounts. 
That there was a liberal response throughout the Riding 
may be gathered from the fact that from May 21st to 
July 9th the sum of ;^15,285 was subscribed to the 
General Subscription Fund. Subscriptions ranged from 
£2 2s. to 7^1,000, the latter being Earl Fitzwilliam’s 
contribution. The Earl of Harewood gave 7^500, and 
Lord Ribblesdale ;^200. 

Preparations for equipping the Regiment were now 
being made. In a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lister to Major Ferrand the writer states that details 
of clothing and equipment are settled and orders 
placed, and when supplied he trusts they will soon be 
able to open the campaign. But, as we shall soon 
see, the question of clothing was not so easily settled 
as one may suppose, and it was some time before 
troops were completely equipped. There was a good 
deal of competition for orders amongst the clothiers 
and saddlers of the West Riding, and letters from 
August, 1794, onwards are full of concern for the 
execution of orders. That tradesmen did not wish to 
lose orders is obvious after reading the letters, and one 



112 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY 

comes to the conclusion that the period was one of 
prosperity for them. There are several letters of com¬ 
plaint regarding clothing and equipment not being up 
to the standard of the sample approved. In view of 
these facts, therefore, we can understand the delay that 
arose in the fitting out of the Northern Regiment. 

A large proportion of the papers relate to the uniform 
and its cost, making and supply. At a meeting of the 
General Committee at the Red Lion Inn, Pontefract, 
on June 18th, a month after the formation of the Corps, 
it was ordered that the uniform should be as follows;— 

A coat of scarlet cloth of the manufacture of the West 
Riding, with a cape and cuffs of green. The buttons to be 
white, with the initials of the words ‘West Riding Yeomanry 
Cavalry ’ in this order :— 

The waistcoat buff. The breeches of the same colour, and 
of leather. The cloaks blue. To have round hats, with an 
ornament thrown over the crown in the form of a helmet, 
and other ornaments of feathers, etc. Cavalry boots. Spurs 
to be covered with black leather.’ 

On August 26th, 1794, the General Committee deci¬ 
ded that epaulets and clothing were to be made by 
Robert Rhodes, of York. Cloaks were to be supplied 
by a Mr. Nevile, who undertook to buy up in Leeds 
Market the whole quantity of cloth necessary at a 
given price. Each troop commander then had to apply 
to such person as Mr. Nevile should appoint for so 
much cloth as he required, and the cloaks were to be 
made up by each troop’s tailor, according to a pattern 
which would be delivered at the same time. The tailor 
was allowed four shillings for buttons and making each 
cloak. The hats were to be provided by a suitable 
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person known to the troop commander. A Mr. Tire- 
man, glover, of York, was recommended for the supply 
of gloves. 

Letters show that all articles supplied to troops were 
sent by carriers. One dated September 3rd, 1794, is 
of particular interest, as from it we learn that Rhodes 
sent uniforms from York by the Otley carrier, who 
called at Skipton on a Friday, and at Keighley and 
Bingley the following day. This carrier was a Bingley 
miller whose name is not given. 

From another letter written by Rhodes, and dated 
the 24th of the same month, we find that the officers of 
the 2nd Craven Troop were not then appointed. In 
addition to Rhodes, of York, it appears that a Mr. 
Robinson, of Skipton, supplied clothing, and that a 
Mr. Holmes, also of Skipton, made up uniforms. . 
According to specifications of uniforms, troopers’ jackets 
had silver lace shoulder straps and fringe, and the 
officers’ rich epaulets. 

In September of the same year a John Maud, tailor, 
of Leeds, made cloaks for the whole of the Northern 
Regiment at the rate of 100 a week; and during this 
month Thomas Cure, Junior, of Keighley, undertook to 
make twenty pairs of cavalry breeches a week. 

That the officers and men were proud of their 
uniforms is indicated by an order of the General Com¬ 
mittee issued when the Corps had been in existence 
only four months. This order was to the effect that no 
“ furniture ” for preventing uniforms from being soiled 
would be allowed. This ruling was in answer to a 
question which the troop commanders had addressed 
to the Committee. 

A sidelight on labour difficulties is to be found in a 
letter of October 1st, 1794, in which Messrs. Hotham 
and Wilkinson, of York, regret delay in the supply of 
hats. They reported that the cause was the journey¬ 
men hatters, who had struck work for an advance in 
wages. This trouble with their workmen arose imme¬ 
diately after the firm had guaranteed to supply fifty 
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hats, complete with bear helmets, feathers and cockades, 
at £\ 12s. each, within a month. During this month 
there was issued an order that a uniform jacket of blue 
cloth, with scarlet cape, was to be allowed each man, 
and was to cost not more than fifteen shillings each. 
A pattern had to be produced by the two regimental 
commanders at the next meeting of the General Com¬ 
mittee. 

There is a quotation of £l 13s., dated December 2nd, 
1794, in respect of a jacket, which was to be made of 
cloth at about eighteen shillings a yard. As it was to 
be of a plain style it would probably be intended for 
a trumpeter. This same month witnessed a dispute 
about the cost of jackets, which worked out at four 
guineas each. It was considered that three guineas 
was quite sufficient, as the cloth was not up to the 
standard approved. 

A new uniform is spoken of in a letter dated March 
6th, 1795, from Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke to Major 
Ferrand. It was to be the same as that of the Light 
Dragoons, namely, scarlet and green, with helmets. It 
appears that the pattern for this uniform had to be 
decided by the two Lieutenant-Colonels; this may be 
the same as that referred to in October of the previous 
year. The writer desired Lieutenant-Colonel Lister to 
select the style, as he had “so much taste” and was 
“ so conversant in such matters.” An order was 
issued this month to the effect that volunteers were not 
to wear their cloaks, boots, saddles, bridles and horse 
furniture except when on duty. 

In May, 1795, the General Committee cancelled their 
contract with Robert Rhodes. Proposals for uniforms 
were considered from various clothiers, and that of 

In this letter there is a reference to a recent meeting of the General 
Committee at which, the writer said, it would have been advan¬ 
tageous to have had the benefit of Major Ferrand’s advice on a few 
matters. The conclusion I have come to with regard to the adminis¬ 
tration of the Northern Regiment is that it was particularly fortunate 
in having two such experienced officers as Lieutenant-Colonel Lord 
Ribblesdale and Major Ferrand at its head. 
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Messrs. Wrightson and Firth, of Doncaster, was appro¬ 
ved. The quotation was as follows: “A jacket and 
waistcoat ornamented with buff silk cord, best plated 
buttons, and of the very best superfine scarlet cloth 
manufactured in England, and shrunk, for £?) 14s. 6d., 
exclusive of epaulets.” Troop commanders were allow¬ 
ed to contract with whom they considered proper on 
similar terms, and they could also order regimental 
uniform buttons of a Mr. Hawksley, of Sheffield, at 
nine shillings a gross. Messrs. Wrightson and Firth 
were to provide fish-scale epaulets for troopers at six 
shillings a pair. Officers’ epaulets were to be supplied 
by Hawksley at two guineas each pair, the cost to be 
met by the officers. There is mention of a draft for 

7s., in respect of three pairs of officers’ epaulets, 
being remitted to Mr. Nicholson, stationer, of Bradford. 
The Committee decided that a Thomas Hawkes, of 
London, should provide helmets and feathers, but not 
the bear-skins. The bear-skins of the hats then being 
worn were to be taken off and put upon the helmets. 

The following month it was agreed to allow the two 
serjeant-majors four slashes on the sleeves of their 
jackets, and serjeants three slashes. The colour of the 
cloth between the slashes was to be green. These 
slashes, or stripes, were to be of lace supplied by 
Messrs. Wrightson and Firth. This firm evidently 
changed its style later, for a bill dated 30th April, 1801, 
is headed “ T. Wrightson, Linen and Woollen Draper, 
Mercer and Haberdasher, Doncaster.” The account 
is for a uniform Austrian jacket costing three pounds. 
On this bill is a quotation of £2 14s. 6d. each jacket, 
including making, for a troop. Wrightson guaranteed 
best West of England cloth which, he stated, cost 
£l 2s. 6d. in Gloucestershire. 

In August, 1795, Hawkes sent a consignment of 
fifty-three helmets and feathers by waggon to Major 
Ferrand, and with them was a sheet of paper containing 
the following interesting directions for their treatment 
on arrival:— 
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The feather plumes must be held before a fire, and they will 
spread and look bushy. There is 3 socketts behind the 
cockades (red first, white middle, and green last). Beat the 
helmet with a stick and the hair will soon rise again. The 
hats will be a little crushed perhaps in packing. Let them 
be properly put on and pulled down before and behind and 
they will soon come into their proper shape.’ 

The General Committee were as particular about 
issuing new clothing as the Army quartermasters are 
to-day. In May, 1797, three years after the Corps 
came into existence, it was ordered that serjeants and 
trumpeters who had had two of certain articles of 
wearing apparel since enrolment were not to be pro¬ 
vided with new ones. In this order it is stated that the 
trumpeter’s jacket is to be plain “ as that now worn, 
and the waistcoat plain buff.” This jacket was made 
by Messrs. Drake and Rideal, mercers, of Wakefield. 
In 1799 Messrs. Thomas and Benjamin Hardwick, of 
Leeds, tendered for the supply of jackets at £2 14s. 6d. 
each. 

The price of boots kept very steady. In 1795 cavalry 
boots were twenty-four shillings a pair, and in 1800 
twenty-five shillings. There is a settled account for 
7:18 15s. in respect of fifteen pairs bought of a William 
Denbigh by Major Ferrand. A William Daniell also 
supplied boots at the same price. 

In a communication dated November, 1801, there is 
mention of the burnishing and enlarging of epaulets by 
Hawksley at half-a-crown each. An estimate for the 
clothing and equipping of a recruit in 1801 was the 
same as in 1799, namely, jacket 71^2 14s. 6d., boots £\ 5s., 
breeches -£\ 5s., and horse furniture 71^6. 

We will now consider the equipment, arms and horses 
of the Regiment. On August 26th, 1794, it was decided 
that swords were to be made at the rate of fifty a week 
by a Mr. Woolley, of Birmingham, who was to deliver 
them “ proof.” Belts and clasps were to be supplied 
by Hawksley at the same rate. Spurs, with leathers 
complete, were to come from a Richard Bayley, of 
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Sheffield, who promised 100 a week. Plain uniform 
knee-buckles were to be supplied at sixpence a pair, A 
Richard Erskine, saddler, of York, was recommended 
to Major Ferrand for the making of saddles; he made 
saddlery for the Skyrack Troop. This tradesman 
eventually secured some orders from the Craven Troops. 
It was at this time that a sample saddle, bridle and 
other articles were so bandied about the Riding that 
the Clerk had to confess to Major Ferrand that he 
did not know where they were; but later Mr. Tew dis¬ 
covered the saddle, quite^ by accident, at Wakefield. 
On this same date Joshua Dawson, saddler, of Otley, 
supplied fifty saddles and other articles of horse equip¬ 
ment. 

On October 28th, 1794, it was ordered that grey 
horses be purchased for trumpeters. On this date 
troop commanders were enjoined to provide proper 
places within their respective wapentakes for the pur¬ 
poses of a store, such places to be as safe and secret as 
possible. Each store was to be used more particularly 
as a depository for arms and ammunition sent by the 
Government. The rent and expenses of these stores 
were to be allowed out of the Subscription Fund. 

In February, 1795, the price of swords supplied to 
the Northern Regiment was fixed at twenty-two* shil¬ 
lings each. At this time it was ordered that each troop 
Serjeant’s horse was to cost not more than 7^35, but less 
if a good horse could be found. 

From a letter written by Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke to 
Major Ferrand on March 6th of this year, we find that 
the pistols used were nine-inch ones, for the letter states 
that owing to a plentiful supply of twelve-inch pistols 
these were to be cut down, as there was a scarcity of 
nine-inch weapons. 

At a Committee Meeting held in May, 1795, it was 
decided that a small curb-chain, fixed along the head 
of the bridle to prevent the latter from being cut by a 
sabre, or other weapon, be adopted throughout the 
Corps. 
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On June 2nd were despatched by the Leeds waggon 
from Ferrybridge fifty pistols for the use of the 2nd 
Craven Troop. These were sent by William Horner, 
clerk to Mr. Tew. There is a quaint bit of advice to 
the effect that if Major Ferrand’s serjeant will only 
make enquiries about them they will arrive earlier. 

In October of the same year the sum of /21 was paid 
to Eli Jowett for a grey horse for the use of the 2nd 
Craven Troop trumpeter, who was required to hand 
over the animal to the General Committee at the end 
of the war. 

In December, 1796, a cask containing 288 carbine 
and 1,200 pistol blank cartridges, and twenty-four 
carbine and 100 pistol flints was consigned to Major 
Ferrand by John Dod, packer, of Lime Court, London. 
It was sent by “Jackson’s waggon.’’ 

Erskine, of York, supplied thirty complete sets of 
horse furniture to the 2nd Craven Troop and twenty 
to the 1st Craven Troop on 28th August, 1798. In 
the following February Joseph Green, of Bradford, 
submitted an estimate for cavalry hprse furniture to 
Major Ferrand. 

A quotation for horse furniture from Dawson,^ of 
Otley, in 1799, is valuable as giving a list of The parts 
which made up a complete set. They are saddle, 
bridle, holsters, breast-plate, pad, crupper, stirrups, 
girths, bags, body-sheet, sursingle and collar. 

Under date October 20th, 1801, it appears that John 
Dade, of Bingley, made thirty-nine pairs of saddle 
girths for the local troop, the 2nd Craven. In Decem¬ 
ber of the same year four swords, with scabbards, and 
sixteen pistols were sent from the Office of Ordnance, 
Hull Garrison, by “ The Hazard,” a ship whose master 
was John Curmichell. These were for the 1st Craven 
Troop, and a consignment was sent at the same time 
to the 2nd Craven Troop. Unserviceable arms were 
to be returned to Robert Stanton, storekeeper at the 
Ordnance Office, Hull. ' 
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In June, 1802, Thomas Corlass, of Keighley, supplied 
wooden swords to the 2nd Craven Troop at eight shil¬ 
lings each, and ground swords at 15/7. 

As may be expected in the administration of such a 
regiment there were all kinds of jobs done and neces¬ 
sary expenditure incurred. In May, 1800, an account 
for £l 9s. 4d. was passed for payment by the General 
Committee; this was for wood supplied by Corlass to 
the Riding House, or School, at Keighley. It would 
be very interesting to know the location of this school. 
No doubt the money for the material would be laid out 
by Major Ferrand. Troop commanders often met 
such charges, and in some cases they had to wait many 
weeks before they were reimbursed. 

There is a bill dated July 7th, 1801, amounting to 
7s., for medicines supplied to the 2nd Craven Troop 

from 1795 to 1798 by R. Corner who, apparently, was 
the Troop Surgeon. 

One other matter of a purely administrative charac¬ 
ter remains to be dealt with, namely, pay. So many 
changes were made in the rate of pay for serjeants and 
trumpeters, and so many of the documents relate to 
this subject, that it has been somewhat difficult to 
epitomize the information. 

On September 10th, 1794, it was decided that a 
drill serjeant, who bore the rank of serjeant-major, be 
appointed to each Regiment. His duty was to instruct 
the volunteers in cavalry work in order to ensure that 
all troops were uniform in their manoeuvres. In the 
case of the Northern Regiment this officer was attached 
to the 1st Craven Troop. He received 4/6 per diem, 
which was to cover all expenses of travelling to attend 
the different troops in the Regiment. In February, 
1795, 2/6 per diem was the pay allowed to a trumpeter, 
representing 1/6 for the man and 1/- for the horse. 

On May 19th of the same year rates of pay were 
advanced in accordance with a new Act of Parliament; 
and two years later we find that serjeants and trum¬ 
peters were paid 3/9 and 3/3 per diem respectively, plus 
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5^d. allowed by the General Committee. There was a 
proviso that these rates be varied as the price of bread 
and meat varied. 

In January, 1797, there was an additional payment 
of 8Jd. per diem granted to serjeants and trumpeters, 
but only when on a march. It was made up of four- 
pence for the man and 4Jd. for the horse. This extra 
pay was intended for the benefit of the innkeepers 
when these non-commissioned officers had occasion to 
stay overnight. 

There is a note dated 2nd November, 1801, which 
relates to the pay of the two non-commissioned officers 
of the 2nd Craven Troop for that month. They were 
paid in advance, the amount being ;^10 10s. 3d., a 
deduction of three shillings each man having been 
made for stoppages. 

(To he concluded in Part XXIV.) 
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Part II. 

SOME four months after the formation of the 
Corps, commanders of Regiments were called 
upon to furnish a return of men, arms, clothing, 

accoutrements, horses and the general state of their 
troops periodically. Later, however, such returns were 
due on the first day of each month ; but in February, 
1795, it was necessary to admonish captains of troops 
for irregularity in transmitting their returns to their 
lieutenant - colonel. In the case of the Northern 
Regiment, which represented a vast tract of country, 
it would be no easy task to be prompt in this matter, 
as the six troops comprising it were so far removed 
from one another. Troop commanders had to send 
their strength returns to Major Ferrand when Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Lister was absent from Yorkshire, as 
often happened, for a number of letters from him 
were written in Devonshire. There was apparently 
some difference of opinion as to under whose jurisdic¬ 
tion the Northern Regiment came, for, although a 
resolution passed by the General Committee in April, 
1795, was to the effect that returns were to be made to 
the Lord-Lieutenant, we find a memorandum stating 
that the Northern Regiment does not understand that 
it is, in any case, to be under the Lord-Lieutenant’s 
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command. Throughout a study of the history of this 
Regiment we find its members standing for independ¬ 
ency of action. A monthly return had also to be 
supplied to the General Officer Commanding the 
military district in which the Regiment was situate. 

From a poem written by R. Kidd, who was writing- 
master and teacher of mathematics at Giggleswick 
School in the late eighteenth century, we learn that 
there was an assembly of the yeomanry cavalry at 
Settle on August 21st, 1794. It is a long poem, but 
we may be pardoned for giving the following lines, 
which ably sum up the spirit of the movement:— 

“Ye Yorkshire Gents! ye gallant Volunteers! 
You stand distinguished—you have no Compeers! 
You are Free-oflf’rings at Emergence’ Voice, 
You’re led by Honour, and you act by Choice: 
You have just Motives; may you gain your ends. 
Preserve yourselves, your Country and your Friends : 
What conscious pleasure must elate your Breast, 
To quell Sedition, make your Kingdom blest.” 

In September, 1794, the General Committee resolved 
that a book of instructions for manoeuvres, drawn up 
by a Captain Colville, of the 7th Light Dragoons, be 
handed to each trooper. In the Ferrand collection of 
manuscripts is a copy of this book, which is entitled 
Parade Duty and Practical Movements, recommended 
for the Yorkshire West-Riding Yeomanry Cavalry. 
It was printed by W. Sheardown, at The Gazette Office, 
High Street, Doncaster. On a few loose sheets at the 
beginning of the book are several instructions for drill, 
written by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister. He criticizes 
the detail for a certain movement in the printed instruc¬ 
tions as resulting in its being carried out in a very 
slovenly and unsoldierlike manner. He considered that 
the drills marked by him in the book, together with 
his marginal instructions, were sufficient to practise, 
as to do a little well was of more use to the men than 
to know a good deal and not be able to execute it 
properly. 
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From The L,eeds Mercury we learn that the Craven 
troops, composed of gentlemen, graziers and their sons,” 
held the last Field Day “ for this season” in November, 
1794. All were mounted and the troops presented “ a 
most elegant appearance.” They went “ through the 
various military evolutions with such celerity and 
precision as induced their Colonel to observe that 
‘ they took everything by intuition.’ ” The business of 
the day being over, and an invitation having been 
given by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister, they marched to 
Gisburn Park, where a sumptuous entertainment had 
been provided. We are told that the Hall was hand¬ 
somely decorated for the purpose. It was to encourage 
regular attendance on Field Days, and so render 
volunteers and their horses as perfect as possible in 
their exercises, that Acts of Parliament provided 
for various exemptions, to which we shall refer, in 
favour of the yeomanry. Serjeants had to make out 
nominal rolls and call them over every Field Day, 
entering in the case of an absentee the reason for his 
absence. 

The Leeds Mercury also informs us that on Sunday, 
December 7th, 1794, the Skyrack Troop went to Otley 
Church in procession from Farnley Hall, where they 
had breakfasted. Later they had dinner, which included 
“ every rarity of the season,” and this was also at the 
invitation of Mr. Fawkes. After dinner they were 
addressed “ in very animated language” by Mr. Fawkes, 
who extolled the constitution of the country. 

The first event to record in 1795 is another church 
parade. The 2nd Craven Troop, under the command 
of Major Ferrand, attended at Keighley Church on 
March 15th for the first time in full uniform. An 
excellent sermon was delivered “ to a great concourse 
of people assembled to see the procession ” by the 
Rev. C. Knowlton. 

A three days’ military festival was held on Chapeltown 
Moor, near Leeds, on May 26th to 28th. On the 28th 
there was a great review by General Cameron. The 
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West Riding Yeomanry Cavalry, preceded by their 
trumpeters, headed the procession to the parade ground, 
the route taken being from near the Mixed Cloth Hall, 
along Boar Lane, Briggate, and the Market Place to 
the Moor, in order, we are told, that “the ladies may 
avail themselves of the opportunity of gratifying their 
eyes by looking at so splendid a spectacle.” We find 
from a diagram that all other volunteer forces present 
were flanked by the West Riding Yeomanry Cavalry, 
troops of which were also placed at the front and the 
rear. The Leeds Intelligencer says that the troops of 
yeomanry cavalry “added much to the grandeur of the 
beautiful spectacle.” 

There is an interesting note from Trumpet-Major 
Clegg, of Rotherham, to Major Ferrand, stating that 
he had incurred certain expenses whilst instructing 
Trumpeter Thomas Lund. He concluded the epistle 
by saying that he hoped Lund would come up to 
expectations, as he knew all the calls that were useful, 
both on the trumpet and the bugle horn. It may be 
mentioned that it took Trumpet-Major Clegg twenty 
weeks to teach Lund the calls. The General Com¬ 
mittee looked to Major Ferrand to assess the value of 
Clegg’s services, in order that they may settle the 
account. 

It must be remembered that in 1795 there was 
great discontent among the working class in England, 
and that societies of a dangerous character were formed. 
It is hardly surprising, therefore, that King George the 
Third, whilst on his way to open Parliament on October 
29th, was attacked by a mob of revolutionaries, crying 
“ Down with George ! ” The windows of his coach 
were broken, and an attempt made to assassinate him 
by shooting with an air-gun. “ My Lords, I have been 
shot at,” was the King’s exclamation on meeting his 
Parliament. On the return journey the insults and 
threats were renewed. This regrettable incident evoked 
many expressions of loyalty to His Majesty, and 
addresses to him embodying such sentiments were 
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fairly general. The Northern Regiment was amongst 
those who conveyed their congratulations for his happy 
escape from death, Lieutenant-Colonel Lister being 
desirous that such should be done. It was early in 
December when the address was drafted. It is 
interesting to notice how the address of the Southern 
Regiment was circulated for the obtaining of signatures. 
In a letter written by Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke to 
Major Ferrand, he says: — “The way I circulated 
the address was, I had two copies written on paper 
pinned to a ruled parchment sent to every troop, and 
the Serjeant and Trumpeter went separate ways with 
each parchment. By this means in two days the whole 
Regiment who were at home, and that was nearly 
every man, had signed. I sent the address to the 
different troops by express, where I could not con¬ 
veniently send a Serjeant. This must be charged to 
the contingent account.” 

The address, which follows, met with the general 
approval of the Northern Regiment, as may be gathered 
from a letter from Captain Harvey, of the Claro, or 
Knaresborough, Troop, in which he says, “ on our first 
hearing of the attempt on the King’s person they [the 
members of the troop] joined me in taking an oath to 
defend the King and to assist the magistrates in the 
suppression of seditious meetings when required.” 

‘ To the Kings most Excellent Majesty, 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majesty’s Dutyfull and Loyal Subjects com¬ 
posing the Northern Regiment of Yorkshire West Riding 
Gentlemen and Yeomanry Cavalry, beg Leave to tender to 
your Majesty our sincere Congratulations on your late 
Providential Escape, from an atrocious Attempt upon your 
Royal Person, an Attempt which seemed only Capable of 
Aggrivation from the flagitious Circumstances with which it 
was attended. Fully sensible of your Majesty’s Paternal 
Anxiety for the Interest and Happiness of your people. We 
never entertained a doubt but your Majesty would rejoice at 
any Opportunity of Restoring to your Subjects the Blessings 
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of Peace, when ever Peace could be restored on a Basis of 
Honor and Security, Blessings which however inestimable 
they may be deemed, are not as we Apprehend more likely 
to be obtained either by a Pusillanimous and ill timed 
Representation of distress, or the Efforts of Sedition and 
Dissention. Chearfully therefore as we shall lay down our 
Arms under your Majesty’s Commands when those detest¬ 
able principles are abandoned, and those dreadfull dangers 
are averted, which incited us to take them up. We beg leave 
nevertheless Humbly to Assure your Majesty that we shall 
ever continue ready to exert all the powers and Energy we 
may Possess, in Defence of your Majesty and our Invaluable 
Constitution, against the Attacks either of Foreign Enmity 
or Domestic Disaffection. That providence may bless and 
still protect your Majesty and your Illustrious Family, and 
that you may long Reign over a gratefull and happy people 
are the Earnest Prayers of the Northern Regiment of 
Yorkshire West Riding Gentlemen and Yeomanry Cavalry. 

May it please your Majesty, 

Your Majesty’s Dutyfull and Devoted Subjects.’ 

The address would conclude with the signatures of the 
gentlemen in the Regiment; they are not given in the 
copy from which the above is taken, as it was probably 
the draft. The arrangement was that the address 
should be sent to Earl Fitzwilliam, at Grosvenor 
Square, London, and that it, together with the address 
of the Southern Regiment, should be presented by him 
to the King when convenient. Whether these addresses 
ever reached George the Third we cannot say, as it 
appears from two or three letters that Earl Fitzwilliam 
declined to present them; he considered the West 
Riding Yeomanry Cavalry to be a military body and 
accordingly disapproved of the addresses. A corres¬ 
pondence with Earl Fitzwilliam on the situation he had 
raised followed; and in spite of representations made 
and examples of similar addresses from other corps of 
volunteers given, he said that precedents did not 
“ cure the evil.” Unfortunately, there is no letter on 
the subject from Earl Fitzwilliam, but judging by 
letters from Lieutenant - Colonel Cooke to Major 
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Ferrand he must have expressed himself strongly, and 
concluded by saying that he refused to present the 
addresses to the King; the Members of Parliament for 
the West Riding—Wilberforce and Buncombe—could 
do so, but he would not. On December 20th the 
officers of the Southern Regiment held a meeting of 
protest at Rotherham, when it was decided to send the 
following resolutions to Earl FitzwilUam : 

‘ We the officers of the Southern Regiment of Yorkshire 
West Riding Yeomanry Cavalry beg leave to express our 
obligations to your Lordship for the full and able manner in 
which you have stated your objections to our address, and 
are sorry we do not concur in opinion with you, for the 
Reasons expressed in the Resolutions following — 

That we do not consider ourselves military men, we 
neither command nor are commanded ; that every act we do 
is voluntary, and that we are not in any degree subject to 
military Laws, nor have we taken the Oaths required by 
soldiers — that on the event of an actual or apparent Invasion 
being called upon by order from his Majesty or in case of 
Riot or Tumult by the Civil Magistrate on coming forth 
Voluntarily then and then only we subject ourselves to 
military Laws for the time during which we are acting — 
That being entrusted with Arms does not constitute us 
Military Characters — That we do not think our Voluntary 
readiness to learn the use of Arms without Fee or Reward, 
in order that in case of necessity we may more efficaciously 
assist and defend our Country should preclude us from the 
right we possess as Englishmen to address his Majesty and 
more especially to express our Joy on the Event of his 
Escape from the Attack of Ruffians —• 

That as in our Address we have taken into consideration 
no Political Topic—except our Expression of Regard for his 
Majesty’s welfare and attachment to the Constitution, we 
cannot be considered as interfering with the Legislature — 
That we are solely Yeomen, not Soldiers, and no comparison 
can be drawn between our situation at present and the 
regular Troops or Militia — 

That as your Lordship finds a Difficulty in presenting 
our Address, we have requested the county Members to send 
for it to your Lordship’s House to be by them presented to 
the King. 
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(Signed) 

B. Cooke, Lieutenant-Colonel R. Medley, Cornet 
Major William Gossip, Lieutenant 

Ch. Newton, Captain-Lieutenant L. W. Childers, Cornet 
p F. Foljambe, Captain George Lempriere, Cornet 
W. Spencer-Stanhope, Captain Richard Holden, Cornet.’ 

In a letter dated December 24th, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cooke says he is pleased that these resolutions meet 
with the approval of Major Ferrand. This storm in a 
tea-cup appears to have ended with the arrangement 
that William Wilberforce should present the addresses, 
as he held the same opinion as the volunteers them¬ 
selves. ^ 

Thursday, August 4th, 1796, must have been a great 
day in the annals of the local volunteer forces, for on 
Heath Common, near Wakeheld, there was a magnih- 
cent review by General Scott. Two troops of the West 
Riding Yeomanry Cavalry were present and, according 
to The Leeds Intelligencer, “added much to the grandeur 
of this beautiful military exhibition.” A ball was held 
in the Assembly Rooms at Wakeheld on the nights of 
the 3rd and 4th. The charge was 3s. 6d. each, and 
there was to be-no money taken at the doors. That 
they were exclusive functions is proved by the fact that 
the “ hrst families ” of the Riding were present. “ The 
town was much crowded with genteel and fashionable 
company,” and these military balls would present 
brilliant spectacles. 

On October 31st following, Earl Fitzwilliam wrote 
confessing that he was ashamed he had not attended a 
single meeting of the Northern Regiment. As he 
explained, distance from the area of the Regiment was 
the chief reason ; but, as he said, even this should not 
have deterred him from performing his duty, for he 
would have the means of travelling in comfort. During 
two and a half years, therefore, he had failed to make 
acquaintance with and pay his compliments to the 
officers and troopers of the Regiment. Even when 
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writing the letter he did not appear to be in a hurry to 
fulfil his obligations; he hoped to attend a review 
the following season if circumstances still called for the 
volunteers’ services. One must remember, however, 
that Earl Fitzwilliam, being a statesman, would have 
very little time for making such journeys. To this 
letter Lieutenant - Colonel Lister replied that the 
Northern Regiment would be happy to see him at the 
head of it. Colonel Lister was concerned lest the 
Regiment should not acquit itself ably during the review, 
and thus lose the “ flattering commendation of so dis¬ 
tinguished a military chief ” as the Earl; and in a 
letter'® to Major Ferrand, dated at Gisburn, November 
12th, he expressed this fear. The alarm of invasion 
was at its greatest in November, 1796, and the writer 
of this letter refers to it when he says he hopes “ a 
speedy peace may put an end to our hostile array, for 
enemies seem to multiply upon us as fast as the 
foreign packets arrive.” 

As we have just referred to a threatened invasion of 
England, we will notice an undated letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lister to Major Ferrand. This 
letter, whilst referring to a “ foolish alarm,” betrays the 
fear that the Regiment may be needed, and contains 
provisional arrangements for getting the troops together 
at the shortest notice. The writer concludes by advising 

This letter is one of much interest. It mentions a purchase by Major 
Ferrand, of which the Colonel wishes him “joy and the succession 
of many, many years to contemplate its beauties.” He says, “what 
comparison can there be betwixt its charms and those of a piece of 
stampt paper or a bit of a yellow mineral; one is the source of pain 
and care, the other of tranquillity and delight.” The writer informs 
Major Ferrand that “the old salt-water fish pond never fails us. We 
have two fine turbots in the house at this moment and the finest 
herring in the harbour I ever remember to have seen.” In a letter of 
1794 there is mention of there being plenty of game at Gisburn, and 
the Colonel asks Major Ferrand “ what about another bout at ’em ? ” 
He longed to be “ at the bottom of New Pasture and Darnbrooke 
Fell ” again. Harrison, a topographer who surveyed the Craven 
Deanery in the late sixteenth century, about forty years after Leland, 
the antiquary, made his celebrated tour and survey of England, said, 
“The Air ryseth out of a lake south of Darnbrooke wherein, as I 
here, is none other fish but red troute and perche.” 
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his Major to “take care of your arms and ammunition. 
If the enemy possesses himself of our magazines all 
is over.” It had previously been arranged that some 
suitable secret place for the storage of ammunition 
should be provided, but the location of this store must 
have been kept a profound secret, for it is not men¬ 
tioned in any of the documents. 

We now pass on to the year 1797. In February 
Serjeants of troops were ordered by a regimental order 
of the Duke of Norfolk,^® who in turn had received his 
instructions from the Secretary of State for War, to 
report at Newcastle for instruction in sword exercise 
under a Major le Marchant, of the 16th Regiment of 
Light Dragoons. The order was m the usual military 
manner:—“They will report with horse, arms and 
accoutrements, and will take full uniform, as well as the 
jacket they wear commonly, and other necessaries.” 

On May 13th a circular letter was sent by the Duke 
of Portland to all lords - lieutenant of counties, 
advising them that the King had thought fit to order 
all volunteer corps formed under the Act of 1794 to be 
inspected. This order had the effect of bringing Earl 
Fitzwilliam into the Craven district. But before we 
record this review or inspection we will see what steps 
were taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister to prepare 
for it. He started work immediately by issuing the 
details for the various movements it would be necessary 
to go through. For instance, there were details for the 
attack, for review formation, for column work, as well 
as all the words of command to be used by the officers 
during six divisions of movements in sword drill. We 
will not go into these movements minutely. The fourth 
division was to be adopted against infantry occupying 
both sides of a narrow pass; and the fifth for one man 
defending himself against two. These details were not 

Charles Howard, 17th Duke of Norfolk, succeeded to the Dukedom in 
1786. He was Chairman of the meeting at Pontefract on May 21st, 
1794, when the General Committee was formed. Hereditary Eari 
Marshal of England, the Duke died on December 16th, 1815. 
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by any means easy to master, and when the trooper 
was considered perfect in the six divisions on foot, 
he was to practise them at full speed on horseback. 
With these instructions to Major Ferrand was also a 
letter from the Colonel, in which he says, I have sent 
you a bill of fare for your Myrmidons, and when you 
report them ready for the attack and defence I will 
serve up the second course. They must have pretty 
good stomachs to get thro’ the hrst, if I may judge by 
my own.” 

According to a paper in Major Ferrand’s handwriting, 
the review was held on June 20th at Bolton Bridge; 
but a paragraph in The Leeds Intelligencer of June 
26th says “the Northern Regiment was inspected last 
week at Hellifield Peel, in Craven.” Unfortunately, 
there is no detailed record of this Field Day available; 
it would probably have been most illuminating if there 
had been, judging by the drills and movements to be 
included in the operations. 

As may be supposed, volunteers enjoyed certain 
privileges and exemptions from payment of all kinds 
of taxes imposed at that time. For example, yeomanry 
cavalry were exempt from the horse duty and the pay¬ 
ment of toll in respect of horses used in going to and 
returning from the places of exercise. All volunteers 
were exempt from the payment of the hair powder 
duty,^° and there is a report of Major Ferrand’s Troop 
relating to the delivery of certihcates for this exemption. 
It appears that a troop commander had to certify that 
each man had duly attended at exercises of the troop, 
unless prevented by sickness or for some other sufficient 
reason allowed by the commanding officer. There is a 

“ Hair powder was made from pulverised starch, scented with violet or 
some other perfume, and at one time, especially in the eighteenth 
century, was largely used for powdering the head. In 1795 a tax of 
a guinea (afterwards £l 3s. 6d.) was imposed on the use of the 
powder, and it is stated to have yielded ;^20,000 per annum ; but it had 
the effect of causing the practice of powdering the hair to fall into 
general disuse. The tax was abolished in 1869.” 

(Sebag-Montefiore, op. cit., p. 325). 
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blank copy of such certificate, printed in the year 1801 
by J. Nicholson, of Bradford. A certificate would be 
handed to each member of the troop, and without it 
the person concerned could not receive his receipt of 
exemption from Mr. Gray, of York, who was the Stamp 
Distributor, or from his substitutes. The Sub-Distribu¬ 
tor of Stamps for Bradford in 1800 was John Stanfield, 
of Westgate, and in the Ferrand papers are exemption 
receipts signed by him on May 29th, 1800. They are 
for four members of the 2nd Craven Troop, namely. 
Lister Ellis, William Lowcock, David Spencer and 
William Wilkinson. 

There was a threat of invasion by the French in 
1801, and the preparations by Napoleon were studied 
in England with no little anxiety. In this emergency 
the Government sent a circular letter to lords- 
lieutenant of counties, requesting them to advise all 
volunteer forces to be ready for action; and in order 
that they may be armed and assembled at the shortest 
possible notice or alarm, the instruction was issued that 
“ the uniform, arms and accoutrements of the gentlemen 
serving in volunteer corps should ever be kept contiguous 
to their beds.” A letter from Earl Fitzwilliam to Major 
Ferrand requests the latter to see that all equipment is 
in good order and that horses are in fit condition for 
service. 

After the English success at Alexandria in March, 
1801, however, Napoleon expressed a wish for a cessa¬ 
tion of hostilities, and on October 1st the preliminaries 
of peace were signed at Amiens. The definitive treaty 
of peace was signed at the same town on March 27th, 
1802. 

On April 6th following, a resolution of thanks to the 
officers, non-commissioned officers and men of volunteer 
corps of all descriptions was passed by both Blouses of 
Parliament. On the 19th of the same month a circular 
letter was sent by Lord Hobart, one of His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, to the Lords-Lieutenant 
of Yorkshire, expressing the King’s thanks for the 
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services rendered to the country by the volunteers 
during the wur. With this letter were directions for 
the disembodiment of the volunteer forces of the 
county. 

There was evidently an element of doubt regarding 
the position of the yeomanry cavalry, for in the letter 
Lord Hobart says, “ With regard to the Yeomanry and 
Volunteer Cavalry, there are circumstances connected 
with that part of the Volunteer institution which have 
suggested the propriety of the continuance of a pro¬ 
portion, if not the whole, of it during peace.” This 
paragraph must have perplexed the Northern Regiment 
troop commanders, who had been under the impression 
that the Volunteer Acts passed by Pitt expired at the 
end of "the war; hence, we find two or three letters on 
the subject of disbanding the West Riding Corps of 
Yeomanry Cavalry. One letter from Earl Fitzwilliam, 
dated April 6th, states that he is uncertain whether 
the engagement of an officer ends with the war or one 
month after. This letter must have been written to 
Major Ferrand. The same question was occupying 
Lord Ribblesdale’s mind, too, for there is a draft letter 
from him to Earl Fitzwilliam which says, “As your 
Lordship does not express that you have received His 
Majesty’s instructions to disband the Regiment, . . . 
I shall be sorry to think myself under the necessity of 
begging your Lordship to tender the resignation of my 
commission to the Commander-in-Chief.” There is 
abundant evidence in the Ferrand papers to show that 
the position of the Northern Regiment, under the new 
conditions, was not clear. However, the matter must 
have been straightened out soon afterwards, for we find, 
from The Leeds Intelligencer^ that disembodiment of 
the various volunteer forces in Yorkshire commenced 
toward the end of April and continued throughout the 
following month. 

A draft letter of much interest is that from Major 
Ferrand to Earl Fitzwilliam, dated May 29th, 1802. 
In it is the following extract:—“ I took my final leave 
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yesterday of my Troop, with the exception of calling 
them together when I should receive orders for taking 
in their arms, etc.” This leave-taking foreshadowed 
the close of the history of the 2nd Craven Troop. On 
what date the 1st Craven Troop was disbanded we do 
not know. 

From the newspaper just mentioned we learn that 
the Harewood or Skyrack Troop, which at this time was 
commanded by Captain Field, offered to extend its 
services for an indefinite length of time. 

This is the appropriate place to insert an extract 
from a long letter from Earl Fitzwilliam to Major 
Ferrand, written on April 23rd, 1802:— 

. . . As this may eventually be the last occasion that 
I shall have of communicating officially with you and with 
the Troops, I cannot suffer it to pass without acknowledging 
in the fullest manner, the great relief from anxiety that the 
existance of the Craven two Troops of Volunteer Cavalry has 
constantly been to my mind, since it became my official Duty 
to watch over the Tranquility of this Riding. Allow^ me 
therefore to take this opportunity of offering the humble 
tribute of my sincere Thanks to you and the Craven two 
Troops . . . for the ready and firm support given to the 
Civil Power, whenever the Magistrates had occasion to call 
you to their Assistance: no less a bright example of genuine 
Love and Attachment to our happy Constitution, than a 
certain pledge for its safety. . . . Your Countrymen and 
Neighbours feel also with grateful recollection the uninter¬ 
rupted enjoyment of Tranquility during the most trying 
Times, without the forfeiture of Civil Liberty, or its genuine 
principles: a blessing they feel owing in an eminent degree 
to the existance of the Volunteers. Such Sentiments of 
publick Gratitude towards the Volunteers prevail generally : 
You, Sir, and the Craven two Troops of Volunteer Cavalry 
are justly entitled to a full Share of this pleasing Reward of 
publick Gratitude and Esteem.’ 
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Second Formation 

In the uncertainty of the continuance of peace, the 
Government thought it expedient to enable such of the 
corps as were willing to extend their services, and 
accordingly passed the Volunteer Act of June 22nd, 
1802A This Act also rendered lawful the acceptance 
by the King of any new regiment of yeomanry cavalry 
that may be formed. 

The establishment of a regiment under this new, or 
second, formation was twelve troops, which included 
a lieutenant-colonel commandant, a lieutenant-colonel 
and a major, together with a captain in command of 
each troop. In addition, there were several other 
ranks which did not exist under the first formation ; 
for example, there were ensigns, or second lieutenants, 
corporals, drummers and a quarter-master. 

The uniform under the second formation was in 
great contrast to that of the former Northern Regiment. 
It consisted of a plain blue jacket, without lace, and 
with three rows of buttons in front; helmet, with bear¬ 
skin over the crest; dark blue pantaloons, with black 
leather at the bottom and inside the legs; black pouch 
and sword belt. The arms were a curved sword and a 
pistol. It was customary for an officer’s coat-of-arms 
or crest to be engraved on the plate at the butt of the 
pistol, for there is in the Skipton Museum a letter from 
Lord Ribblesdale to Major Richard Wainman, in which 
the writer asks for an impression of the Major’s crest 
for this purpose. 

The Treaty of Amiens obtained a peace of only 
short duration, for, in March, 1803, France and Holland 
were making preparations against England. This 

21 For information on the Second Formation I have found a little book by 
William Sheardown, of Doncaster, entitled The First West York 
Regiment of Yeomanry Cavalry, published in 1872, very useful. 
It deals mainly with the southern part of the West Riding. 

22 An Act to enable His Majesty to avail himself of the Offers of 
certain Yeomanry and Voluntary Corps to continue their 
Services. (42 George III. c.66). 
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news made the Government anxious, and caused it to 
review its military resources. Volunteers were asked 
to re-enrol themselves for the general defence of the 
Kingdom, and thus drilling, practising and reviewing 
again became the order of the day. 

On Tuesday, August 16th, 1803, a meeting was held 
at the Black Horse [Inn], Skipton,^^ for the purpose 
of considering Acts recently passed for the defence of 
the country. The Chairman was The Rt. Hon. Lord 
Ribblesdale, who was supported by nearly thirty 
influential gentlemen of Craven, including Benjamin 
Ferrand, Stephen Tempest, William Wainman and 
Mathew Wilson. It was decided, in view of the large 
number already enrolled as willing to serve, to form 
a corps of cavalry and another of infantry, and to 
recommend to the King the appointment of Lord 
Ribblesdale as Commandant of both corps. There was 
to be no expense to the Government, and, excepting the 
adjutants, non-commissioned officers, trumpeters and 
drummers, no pay to the volunteers, unless called out 
for service. The Leeds Mercury of September 10th says 
that offers of service were accepted by the King from 
the West Riding, including the Craven cavalry and 
infantry, which forces later became known as “ The 
Craven Legion.” 

The area formerly covered by the Northern Regiment 
was now in the care of several corps of various names. 
There was the West Yorkshire Volunteer Cavalry, of 
which the Major-Commandant was John Lister-Kaye, 
to whom we have already referred. This force com¬ 
prised three troops, or 120 men. Another corps of cavalry 
from the Riding was the North Yorkshire Regiment, 
also referred to as the Northern Regiment of the West 
Riding Yeomanry Cavalry, which later became the 
Yorkshire Hussars. The Commandant was Lieutenant- 
Colonel Robert Harvey, formerly Captain of the Claro 

A copy of the broadside containing the names of the leading persons 
present and particulars of the resolutions passed at this meeting is in 
Bolling Hall Museum, Bradford. 
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Troop, and the Regiment had an establishment of eight 
troops, or 384 men. We read that this Regiment 
marched into York from Scarborough on the 26th 
September, 1803, and that a Field Day was held on 
the 27th on Dringhouses Moor, where upwards of 500 
men, well-mounted and equipped, made a most 
handsome military appearance.” The Harewood Corps 
Commandant was The Hon. Henry Lascelles, who had 
one troop of seventy-two men. The Knaresborough 
Corps of one troop of forty-eight men was commanded 
by Thomas Slingsby. There was also a West Riding 
Corps of one troop of forty-five volunteers with The 
Hon. William Gordon as commander. Finally, there 
was “ The Craven Legion,” referred to as the 1st West 
Riding Regiment, of five troops comprising 200 men. 
It is said that at one time in its history “ The Craven 
Legion ” had nearly 2,000 volunteers enrolled in the 
regiment of cavalry and the battalion of infantry. 

When one glances through the list of appointments 
to commissioned rank in “ The Craven Legion,” one 
notices names of those who served as troopers in the 
Northern Regiment of the first formation. Under 
Lord Ribblesdale were Thomas Garforth, who, from 
being Major Ferrand’s Lieutenant had now risen to be 
Lieutenant - Colonel of Infantry; Richard Wainman, 
Major of Cavalry; William Birtwhistle and Charles 
Ingleby, Majors of Infantry; Rev. Josias Dawson, 
Domestic Chaplain to Lord Ribblesdale, Chaplain 
of “ The Legion ; ” and Robert Buchanan, M.D., and 
Joseph Hall, Surgeons. It will be noticed that the 
name of Benjamin Ferrand, then doubtless respected 
in Craven military circles, is not included, although he 
was present at the meeting which brought “The Craven 
Legion ” into existence. He was too old to again don 
his uniform, although he himself may not have thought 
so. That meeting may have been the last one he 
attended, as the “ Last Post ” sounded for him two 
months later. There is ample testimony in this short 
history of a movement in which Major Ferrand took a 
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prominent part, to the esteem in which this able 
military organizer and commander was held by his 
tellow-officers. 

From a book of Regimental Standing Orders,drawn 
up by Lord Ribblesdale for the guidance of all officers 
and men when on duty, we find that there was a 
Captain of the Day, or Orderly Officer, as we should 
call him nowadays, two orderly serjeants daily, and an 
orderly corporal. It appears from this book that troopers 
were encouraged to vie with each other in neatness and 
cleanliness of dress, arms, accoutrements and horse 
appointments. The reason given for this was that they 
were “ more soldiers of hand than emoluments.” As 
English yeomen they were the pride and the greatest 
boast of the nation, and to them were entrusted the 
care of domestic comforts and rights, wives, children and 
property; therefore, how much prouder must a Craven 
yeoman have felt in the strict performance of his duties 
than a soldier who served for pay. But they could not 
have been altogether blameless, for we find the subject 
of punishment for the non-compliance with regulations 
next dealt with, h or being found improperly dressed 
or in a state of “ disgraceful ” drunkenness in the 
streets a man was given extra stable duty, or, as it is 
known in military life to-day, “ fatigue duty,” for the 
first offence. A second offence meant a fine of one 
shilling, which went to swell the coffers of the Benevo¬ 
lent Fund j and for a third offence the culprit was to 
be trumpeted out of the Regiment in disgrace. There 
was also imposed a fine of five shillings, which amount 
also went to the Benevolent Fund, if a man failed to 
hand in his uniform and equipment at the store at 
Gisburn within fourteen days after a review. 

In February, 1804, “The Craven Legion,” when 
there was talk of a new Act of Parliament and of 
liberty to resign, unanimously declared “they had 

In the Craven Museum, Skipton. 
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offered their services to defend their country, and as 
long as ever it was considered in danger not a man 
would think of discontinuing his services.” 

In this month a ceremonial parade for the consecra¬ 
tion of the colours was held, and the following is a 
copy of the printed order of service for the occasion : 

Form of 

Consecration of the Colours 

of 

The Craven Legion, 

at Skipton, 

February 17th, 1804, 

By The Rev. Josias Dawson, A.B. 

Senior Chaplain to The Legion, 

and Domestic Chaplain to 

The Right Honorable Thomas, Lord Ribblesdale. 

Colne, Printed by Earnshaw. 

Divine Service Used On The Occasion. 

‘ These humble Emblems, designated as the Standards of 
honorable, patriotic, and religious Valour, and thus in great 
Humility submitted in Thy Divine Presence, deign. Almighty 
Father ! graciously to accept and sanctify.- 

Deeply conscious of our own personal Frailties, and of the 
utter Imbecility of all human Prowess without Thy Aid, O God, — 
yet, engaged we trust, in the virtuous Defence of every Thing that 
can be deemed just and sacred among Men, permit us, Supreme 
Protector! to flee with devout Solicitude for Succour and Support 
under the Shadow of Thine Omni-pervading Wings. 

Defend then, Lord of all Power and Might, these hallowed 
Banners with Thine Omnipotent Protection, and us Thy Servants 
with Thy Heavenly Grace, and grant that we may continue Thine 
for ever, and daily increase in Thy Holy Spirit more and more, 
until we come to Thine everlasting Kingdom, thro’ Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.- 

May then The Almighty Lord, who is a most strong Tower to 
all who put their trust in Flim, to whom all things in Heaven, in 
Earth, and under the Earth do bow and obey ; be now and evermore 
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othpr is none 
whom Heaven given unto Men, in whom, and thro’ 
of o,^’ T Salvation, but only the Name 
ot our Ford Jesus Christ. 

(Benediction by the Rev. Robert Dynley, A.B., 
Chaplain of Infantry). 

Unto Go^s gracious Mercy and Protection therefore, We 
TOmmit you. The Lord bless you, and keep you. The Lord make 
rtis Pace to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. The Lord 
itt up His Countenance upon you, and give you Grace and Security 

now and for ever. - Amen.’ 

This account of the part played by the Craven 
eomanry Cavalry in the volunteer movement between 

1794 and 1804 is brought to a conclusion by a copy of 
a printed reporC^ of a meeting held shortly after the 
consecration of the colours. Lord Ribblesdale’s speech, 
which follows, is an admirable expression of the spirit 
which was the mainspring of the movement. 

‘ Skipton 17th Feby. 1804. 

At a General Meeting of Subscribers for cloathing and equip¬ 
ping Volunteers in THE CRAVEN LEGION held here this Day 
after the Colours had been consecrated and presented and The 
Legion Inspected by Lieutenant Colonel Orde and Lieutenant 
Colonel Gooch 

It was Resolved Unanimously 

That the most respectful Thanks of the 
Meeting be tendered to The Ladies in Craven for the very handsome 
Colours which they have done THE LEGION the Honor of 
presenting to them;—and particularly to The Right Honour¬ 

able Lady Ribblesdale'® for the elegant Address she was 
pleased to use on the occasion. 

For this and the copy of the Order of Service for the Consecration of 
the Colours, I am indebted to the authorities of the Craven Museum, 
Skipton, where they may be seen. 

Lady Ribblesdale was Rebecca, daughter and co-heiress of Joseph 
Fielding, of Ireland. She was married in 1789. 
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Resolved Unanimously 
That Her Ladyship be respectfully requested to 

honor the Meeting with a Copy of Her Address and that Lord 
Ribblesdale be also cordially thanked for his Reply and so ici- 

ted for a Copy of it. 

Resolved Unanimously 
That The Thanks of the Meeting be likewise 

presented to The Reverend Josias Dawson and The Reverend 
Robert Dyneley Chaplains of The Legion for the impressive Manner 
in which they consecrated The Banners; and that they be desire 
to favour the Meeting with The Service on the occasion. 

Lord and Lady Ribblesdale were consequently waited 
upon by William Wainman Esqr. Chairman of the Meeting, who 
has since received the following Copies which The Meeting directed 
to be distributed to The Legion and to The Subscribers. 

LADY RIBBLESDALES ADDRESS. 

Altho’, My most Honoured Lord, and Gentlemen, it is with the 
utmost diffidence, yet I feel the highest Gratification in presenting 
this distinguished Legion with their Colours. 

In more virtuous, more loyal, and truly patriotic Hands they 
cannot be lodged. 

May Your Noble Resolution to defend them be propitious ; and 
may The Almighty aid and support You in the awful Hour of Peril 
and vouchsafe to crown Your glorious Cause with Victory. 

Permit me only to add, that the Hearts of Your dearest 
Relatives overflow with Gratitude for Your generous Protection ; 
from Your Wives and Children, an eternal Affection. 

HIS LORDSHIPS REPLY. 

I may venture in the Name of the Craven Legion to return 
Your Ladyship their sincerest thanks for the kind and generous 
Sentiments you entertain of them. That good opinion I am certain 
will on their part never be forfeited. These sacred Banners My 
gallant Comrades, which have just been presented to you by one of 
the best of Women, will recall to our Memories whenever or 
wherever they are displayed Our Wives, Our Children, Our Parents, 
Our dearest Connections, whom you have so nobly stept forward to 
defend ;■—but above all they will remind us of the duties we owe our 
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protection of our virtuous Monarch, our incom- 
mTu?. Constitution, our pure Religion, with 
all the Comforts and Enjoyments of social and domestic Life —We 
prostrate ourselves before the Altar of this revered Country, deter- 
rnmed never to abandon it but with our Existence. If we survive 
the Conflict with our ferocious Enemies, we shall joyfully return 
Home to those we most love and admire, but if it is the Will of the 

mig 1 y t lat some of us should fall, we shall fall covered with the 
Gratitude and the Blessings of this and all succeeding Generations of 
Englishmen. Let the Motto of GOD AND OUR COUNTRY” 
reign m our Hearts as it waves over our Heads ! and May Conquest 
Honor and Renown attend THE CRAVEN LEGION wherever 
its destiny may lead it! ’ 



NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY 

OF THE MANOR OF 
ECCLESHILL. 

W. E. PRESTON. 

Modern authorities on the derivation of 
English place-names are mostly agreed that 
the name Eccleshill signihes the Church Hill. 

Dr. Moorman, whose opinion may be accepted as con¬ 
clusive, discusses at some length the origin of this, and 
other like place-names which are found in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. He says that the name Eccles 
is derived from the Latin originally Greek word 
ecclesia, a church. Further he says that the Latin 
word ecclestd was introduced into many of the Celtic 
dialects of Britain, and has left its mark upon local 
nomenclature.^ 

Accepting this derivation as conclusive, it might be 
expected that in Eccleshill some trace of an early 
ecclesiastical building, which had existed there in 
remote times, would be on record, which would add 
further support to this theory of the origin of the place- 
name. It is likely, however, that if such a structure 
ever existed at so early a date as to affect its nomen¬ 
clature, it would be some simple structure of wood and 
thatch, serving the purpose of an oratory or chapel, 
which in the course of time would fall into disuse and 
decay and leave no lasting trace. 

1 “Place-names of the West Riding of Yorkshire,” by F. W. Moorman, 
B.A., Ph.D. Thoresby Society Publications, Vol. 18. Professor E. 
Ekwhl in “Place Names of Lancashire,” (Chetham Society), and 
Armitage Goodall in “ Place Names of South-West Yorkshire,” 
express no opinion at variance with that of Dr. Moorman. 
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It may be that the place called “ Chapel Flatts ” 

Sal LmL'f K building. John James says 
at human bones had been found thered a fact that 

would lead to the belief that the site was once an 
ancient graveyard In many local 17th century deeds 

Park, which IS called the Holy well, but the name 
becomes changed at a lat’er date into that of Helliwelld 
Ancient oratories were often the dwelling-place of an 
officiating priest, and a spring of pure water was an 
essential requisite of his office, and mode of life. The 

vicinity, where the pious 
would hnd burial, according to the rites of the Church 
itns evidence m association with the place-names 
supports the opinion that a structure for religious 
observances stood within the township at an earlv 
period of its history. ^ 

R mention of Eccleshill is in Domesday 
Book (1086), where it is given as Egleshil. It appears 
ffiat the manor was, at that time, in the hands of the 
King, and contained, three carucates of land to be taxed. 
f Ek discover any perambulation 

ot the boundanes of the manor of an earlier date than 
the first half of the 17th century. Eccleshill is triangu¬ 
lar m shape. The manor of Calverley bounds it on the 
north-east and the manor of Idle on the north-west. 
Ihe truncated apex on the north-east is bounded a 
short distance by the river Aire, and the base abuts on 
the manor of Bolton. The survey to which I allude is 
very meagre in its descriptive character, but the absence 
of a more complete one will justify its inclusion here :—• 

ECCLESELL TOWNESHIPPE: ITS BOUNDERS. 

^ ‘‘The Bounders betwixt Mr Calverleye and Towneshippe 
^^Ecclesell beginne att Midlefeild heade, And the Lord of 
^^Ecclesell sendeth him to the water of Eyre, And from 

Midlefeild heade the King’s Majesty and Mr Calverleye 

“Continuation of the History of Bradford,” by John James, F.S.A 
® Stott-Stanhope MSS. Bradford Public Library. 
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come upp a vally upon the Highe Moor by Mearestones o 
a Mearestone neare unto Kitchm house, And from Kitchin 
house to a Crosse Dyke and a Stumpe Crosse and so to 
Bowlton Outlaines, And from Bowlton Outlaines a Par^U 
of Ecclesell Common extends to a place called Blakehii - 
tonge, And from Blakehill-Tonge Lords of Idle sends 
Lords of Ecclesell to Apperleye Bridge, And this was sett 
down by Ancyent gentlemen and other worshippfull persons 

and ancient men.” 

James says that soon after the Conquest, Wakefield 
with all its large dependencies, by a grant from the 
Crown, came into possession of the Warrens, who with 
the Percies and the Lacies, became the most powOTul 
landowning families in Yorkshire. William, 
Warren, the son of the Norman of that name who had 
come over with W^illiam the Conqueror, was created 
Karl of Surrey by William Rufus for military services, 
and for taking Robert Curteois prisoner in Normandy. 
In the reign of King Henry I., about 1107, he was given 
by that monarch several great manors, including that of 
Wakefield. Eccleshill, being parcel of the manor of 
Wakefield, was included in the gift, and at a later date 
by a process of subinfeudation it came into possession 
of a mesne lord. The earliest mesne lords of Eccleshill 
of whom we have any record appear to be the Sheffields, 
a South Yorkshire family deriving their name from the 
town of their origin.^ 

^ Stott-Stanhope MSS. Bradford Public Library. 

® Much of the information contained in this article is obtained from a con¬ 
temporary copy of the counsel’s brief for the defendant in an ejection 
action, “The Crown v. Thomas Burnley,” concerning the latter’s 
title to the manor of Eccleshill. The document recites a number 
of pieces of evidence which were produced in support of the 
defendant’s title, the Crown claiming that Eccleshill was part and 
parcel of the manor of Wakefield, and so belonged to the Crown, 
as of Her Majesty’s Duchy of Lancaster ; the defendant’s claim being 
that Eccleshill was an independent manor, holding a Court Baron, 
which came within the Court Leet of Wakefield only. The decree in 
favour of the defendant is dated 11th Feb., 25 Eliz., 1583. 

The brief and a memorandum of the decree are in the possession of Mr. 
John M. Spencer-Stanhope, of Cannon Hall, members of whose family 
were Lords of Eccleshill in the 17th century. Several deeds referred 
to in the brief, which were produced at that time as evidence, are 
now amongst the Calverley documents in the British Museum, 
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Different branches of the family held lands in York- 
^ire during three centuries; their patrons were the 
tiaOs Warren, in whose service they were engaged, and 
probably accompanied the latter on many of their 
military expeditions, both in England and abroad. The 

J was no doubt granted to one of the 
bhefheld family for services rendered to his overlord. 
It IS m the lifetime of John, Earl Warren (1231-1304)’ 
^at I first find mention of a Sheffield as Lord of 
Eccleshill. 

The early Court rolls of the manor of Wakefield 
rnention one Ralph de Shefeld as lord of Eccleshill in 
the year 1274.® It would seem that he was the first of 
the line of Sheffields to become owner, and was called 
upon to render suit and service at the Court of his 
Overlord. That he was often unable to perform his 
obligations in this respect may be gathered from the 
following extracts :— 

At the Court at Wakefield on Friday in the feast of S. 
Luke the Evangelist, in the 2nd Edw. [1] (Oct. 18, 1274). 

Essoign:’ Ralph de Shefeld, for the first time touching 
suit of Court by Roger the Grave of Eccleshill; Pledge 2 
William de Trimigham. 

At the next Court Nov. 22, Ralph of Sheffeld essoigns the 
second time touching suit of Court by Roger his man ; 
Pledge : John de Birstall. 

At the following Court held in January of the next year 
Ralph de Shefield again makes excuse for his non-appearance 
by John, son of Roger of Eccleshill; Pledge: John de 
Birstall. 

Colonel Gascoigne’s deeds and the Woolley Hall documents, tran¬ 
scripts of which appear in the Thoresby and Yorkshire Archseoiogical 
Societies’ publications. 

® “ Court Rolls of the Manor of Wakeheld ” 1274-1297. Ed. Wm Paley 
Baildon, F.S.A., Y.A.S. Record Series, Vol. 29. 

Essoin—signifies an excuse for him that is summoned to appear and 
answer to an action, or to perform suit at a Court Baron, etc.—Jacob's 

Law Diet.” Essoins :—Ultra mare, I have gone abroad ; De terra 
Santa, I have gone to the Holy Land ; De malo veniendi, I cannot 
manage to come , De malo lecti, I am ill in bed ; De servitlo Re^is, 
I am on the King’s service. 

® Pledge, to be security for a person. 



147 THE EARLY HISTORY OF ECCLESHILL 

Roger of Eccleshill, Roger the Grave of Eccleshill 
and Roger, Ralph Sheffield’s man. mentioned above, 
are probably different names for the same person. 

From the Roll of Pleas and Amercements of the 
Court of Wakefield, May 1st, 1277, is taken t e 
following record of an action. The whole affair appears 
to concern the manor of Eccleshill, although there is no 
mention of the town m connection with it. 

“ Ralph de Schefeud against Robert de Barkeston and 
Stephen his son, says that on Friday before Epiphany t is 
year, they forcibly entered his several wood, and cut down 
and carried away an oak, value 2/- and on Monday in the 

. week of Lent they cut down broom there to burn, price 
half a mark ; damages 2 marks. The defendants deny force, 
etc., and say that the oak, etc., was common to them belong- 
ing to their free tenement; and that they are not bound to 
answer for their free tenement except on the King’s writ: 
which is allowed.” 

“ The said Ralph sues the same defendants, saying that on 
the said Friday when they cut down the oak, his forester 
demanded a pledge of them for the said trespass, and they 
resisted him with threats.(if he) dared to enter the 
said wood to guard it. The defendants deny what is imputed 
to them, against the plaintiff and against William his 
forester; they are ordered to wage their law, and are pledges 
one for the other. For defending themselves against William 
the forester, who is not a plaintiff, they are in mercy Robert 
Is., Stephen 3s.” 

“ The said Ralph against William son of Avice, says that 
on Friday in the first week of Lent, he cut down an oak in 
Ralph’s several wood, and took the timber to his house; 
value of the oak 2s.; damages 20s. The defendant denies 
violence etc., and the whole charge, but without naming 
Ralph; where by Ralph craves judgment. The defendant 
is ordered to satisfy Ralph for the trespass and damages, 
pledge Robert son of Magge; and is also amerced 3s. 4d.” 

“Pledges, Stephen of the same place, and John son of 
Alice.” 

“The said Ralph against Robert son of Magge; says that 
on Monday in the first week of Lent, when he was cutting 

3 Robert de Barkeston frequently appeared as witness to Calverley Charters 
between 1246 and 1260. 
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broom for his beasts, Robert came and carried off a waggon 
oad to his house, value 12d., and refused a pledge to William 

his forester ; damages 6s. 8d.” 

'The plaintiff also says 
that he (the defendant) cut broom m his wood, value 6s. 8d. 

Friday as long as he pleased: damages 20s. 
The defendant says that he is farmer of the said land, and 
calls one to warranty who is not forthcoming; he is ordered 
to satisfy the plaintiff for the trespass.” 

“ Pledges William son of Avice, and John son of Alice. 
Bor not producing the warrantor he is amerced 3s. 4d. the 
same pledges.” 

r ^X?^ of Essoigns delivered at the Court 
of Wakefield on behalf of Ralph Sheffield it would 
appear that owing to infirmity, old age, distance of 
residence, or some other cause he was unable to attend 

^ King directed to the 
Eaihffe of John of Warren at Wakefield empowers 
Ralph de Sheffield to send his attorney to do suit and 
Service at the Court of Wakefield. It reads 

“ XXgrace of God, King of England, Lord of 
„ of Aquitaine, to the Bailiff of John of 

Warren, the Earl of Surrey and of Wakefield, sendith 
^greeting. Because through the Common Council of our 

Kingdom it was ordeyned that every free man that ought 
to do suit and service unto the court of his lord may freely 
make his attorney to yt suit for him to be done.” 
“We command you that the attorney which Rawlf de 

Sheffield, Clark, will allow unto the fealty for him to do at 
the Court of the forsaid manor of yours at Wakefield in 

^^the place of him the said Ralph without any difficulty. 
Hereunto you receive witness myne owne self at West- 
minster tjie 22 day of April in the 5th year of our reign. 
[l^/ / )» 

This writ was apparently presented at the Court at 
Wakefield on Friday in Pentecost (21st May) of the 
same year. The record of its being shown at the Court 
there is duly enrolled :— 

10 A 16th century copy. Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief (See 
Note 5). 
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“ Ralph de Shefeud came and produced the King’s writ 
permitting him to appoint an attorney to do suit of Court, 
he appointed Jordan de la Wodehall, who is admitted. 

From the Calverley charters we gather that this 
Iordan de Wodehall was of a family deriving their name 
from the hamlet of Woodhall in Calverley, members ot 
which so frequently appear as parties and witnesses to 
deeds relating to the locality of Calverley m the IJth 
and 14th centuries. Amongst these charters is a grant 
of land in the town of Woodhall from William de 
Woodhall to Sarah, his sister, dated 1260, bearing a 
seal representing a house amongst trees, which appears 
to be a rebus on Woodhall. 

There are no data available that will enable us to fill 
up the gap in Eccleshill history between the date of 
Domesday Survey 1086, and the date of 1274, when we 
first find mention of Ralph de Shefeld as Lord of 
Eccleshill. It is probable that from the Survey down 
to 1107, when it came into the possession of the 
Warrens, it had remained in the hands of the King, and 
from 1107 until about 1274 when Ralph de Shefeld 
appears, sometimes described as Ralph de Shefeld, 
clerk, it had never been granted to a minor lord. No 
mention of Ralph appears after the year 1294, and by 
the absence of further mention of him we must conclude 
that he died somewhere about this date; in fact there 
is evidence that he was dead in 1302. We gather from 
Hunter in his “ History of South Yorkshire,” that his 
widow, Dionisia, afterwards married Sir Elias de Mid¬ 
hope, a knight who had considerable landed possessions 
in South Yorkshire. Sir Elias took Dionisia as his 
fourth wife, and it will be seen later on, by a deed dated 
1302, that she is there described as the widow of Sir 
Elias de Midhope. An amusing incident is mentioned 
by Hunter, who quotes Dodsworth as his authority in 
connection with one of the wives of Sir Elias. He 
says “ that in 1252 Sir Elias had entered into a covenant 
to marry Maud, a daughter of Richard Gramary, but 
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that the marnage was never completed and she became 
of Robert de Stapleton of Thorp Stapleton, 

while Sir Elias married Mabilia, a daughter of Josceline 
de Swamsby. The marnage with Mabilia was con¬ 
tracted in the face of the Church, and without any 
contradiction of the said Maud, or any other person, 
and she lived fifteen years at Midhope as his wife and 
there died m peace. But eight years after the death of 
Mabjha, Robert de Stapleton being also dead, Maud 
perceiving, as the pleadings say, Elias de Midhope to 
be rich, came and challenged him for the conditional 
contract he had entered into with her. Elias replied 
that the contract was only conditional, and the condi¬ 
tions not having been fulfilled, the contract was null 
when John Eyvile of Adlingflete, the discontented baron 
who was concerned in the burning of Sheffield, uncle to 
Maud with other persons of her lineage, seized upon 
Elias, carried him to York, and there compelled him to 
marry her in the Chapel of St. James without the 
Walls, without sentence or judgment.” 

Sir Elias is said to have died in 1297", Dionisia was 
e-R in the year 1302, James, the son of 
Sir Elias, quitclaims to Lady Dionisia, widow of the 
said Sir Elias, his right in the manor of Peningsale.^^ 
She is also described in an undated charter, apparently 
^out the same date as the preceding, quitclaim as 
Dionisia, widow of Sir Elias de Midhope. By the latter 
deed she grants her manor of Penigsale to William, son 
of Ralf de Sheffield, late her husband. The charter is 
witnessed by several persons, amongst whom are Sir 
Robert de Eckelsal, and Thomas de Shefeud, the 
grantee’s brother.^^ 

Some genealogical particulars of the Midhope and Sheffield families are 
pven in a manuscript found amongst the evidences of Barnbv the 
lord of Midhope. Hunter, Vol. 2, p. 194. 

1^ Penisale, formerly Peningsale, was a manor in Langsett, formerly Lang- 
side, a township in the parish of Peniston, but there is no villaei 
Hunter. 

1® Y.A.S., Vol. 12, p. 301. 
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Speaking of Ralph de Sheffield, Hunter says that he 
is named in rather a singular manner in charters of 
Thomas de Furnival. He says that he had seen two 
or three deeds relating to lands in Hallamshire, near to 
Bolderstone, in which the tenant is restricted from ever 
alienating to the heirs of Ralph de Sheffield, or any of 
his blood. He remarks that he had not observed 
similar restrictions in respect to any other of the 
subsidiary lords of Hallamshire. 

The association of the family of Sheffield with the 
district of the town bearing their name is shown by a 
grant made in 1279 by John, son of Ralf the clerk of 
Schefeud, to William de Herteley, of eighteen acres in 
the territory of Raynaldthorp, a place which lies in the 
township of Ecclesfield, about four miles from Sheffield. 

On the 30th September, 1279, the same John grants 
to Henry de Hertelay a messuage and twenty acres of 
land in Raynaldthorp, to which grant a Thomas de 
Shefeud is one of the witnesses.^"* The writ of 1277 is 
the earliest mention of Ralf as being a clerk. 

It is largely through the light of these South York¬ 
shire deeds that we are able to trace the descent of the 
manor of Eccleshill from one generation of the Sheffield 
family to the next. In the manuscript relating to the 
Midhope family,^^ Thomas de Sheffield is named as the 
elder son of Ralph, and William as younger brother. 
This descent is confirmed in Dionisia’s grant of 
Penigsale, previously mentioned. Upon the death of 
Ralph about 1295, Thomas, his son, appears to have 
come into possession of the manor of Eccleshill. In 
22 Edw I (1293-4) John of Eccleshill granted to 
Thomas, the son of Rauffe of Sheffield, his lord, all 
his lands in Eccleshill.This Thomas was also lord 
of Braithwell, where he resided, and this genealogy is 
further extended by the two grants by John de Sheffield 

“Yorks. Arch. Jour.” 

See note 11. 

Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 
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in 1279 above quoted, and by Ralf mentioned in the 
following appointment. 

John de Warren earl of Surrey and Lord of Wake¬ 
field was with King Edward I actively engaged in the 
war with the Scots in 1296, and was appointed governor 
of Scotland after the defeat of the Scots at Dunbar. 
Before departing on this expedition Warren appears to 
have appointed as his attorneys Godfrey de Acre and 
Thomas Sheffield, and at a later date he and Ralph 
Sheffield his brother are named as attorneys for a 
Thomas de Saunford. 

Thomas de Sheffield and Ralph de Dalton were 
appointed by letters patent dated 5 Nov., 1297 to buy 
and take at market rate in the County of York 4000 
quarters of wheat and 4000 quarters of oats to the 
King’s use. They were to cause them to be carried to 
the nearest ports to be put in ships and taken to New¬ 
castle on Tyne, where the earls, barons and other 
magnates had been requested to come with horses and 
arms by Dec. 6 to Edward the King’s son supplying his 
place in England, and to proceed thence to Scotland to 
repress the malice and rebellion of the Scots who had 
already invaded the King and the realm. In the follow¬ 
ing April, John de Sheffield was empowered to purchase 
in Yorkshire 1000 quarters of wheat and 2000 quarters 
of oats to be conveyed to Berwick on Tweed. If it were 
possible to obtain such a large quantity of wheat and 
oats as 11,000 quarters at that early period we may 
assume that agriculture was largely followed in the 
county. 

In addition to the draining of the county of food stuffs, 
many men were taken away to swell the king’s army in 
his struggle with the Scots. John le Scot of Calverley, 
ancestor of the Calverleys of Calverley, was appointed 
in July 1300 with several other persons by letters patent 
to select 400 footmen in the Wapentake of Barkeston, 
and the liberties of Seleby, Osgotcrosse, Steynecrosse, 
Almanbury and Bradford with the soke of Sneyth. 
John le Scot was to conduct them to Carlisle for the 
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Scotch expedition and those who refused to go were 
to be imprisoned. 

In 1299 Thomas de Sheffield is mentioned as Sene¬ 
schal to the Earl of Warren/^ an office which would 
invest him with great powers as overseer of the Earl s 
vast properties. 

From an undated deed, apparently belonging to the 
beginning of the 14th century, we find that a covenant 
was entered into between Thomas Sheffield, lord of 
Eccleshill, Mr. Hugh Woodhall, Maurice of Eccleshill 
and others the freeholders, in which Thomas Sheffield 
was permitted to enclose for himself and his heirs 
certain places of waste in Eccleshill which were called 
Strangleforth and Storries, and a certain parcel of waste 
of Boucker, beginning at the head of a field called 
Neitherfield, descending unto the head of a close called 
Harteley Royd on the north part and of the north side 
unto one river called Calverley Brooke, and that the 
freeholders should have no right or claim in the 
enclosure. 

Thomas Sheffield in return for this privilege agreed 
that he and his heirs should make no improvement in 
the rest of all the woods of Eccleshill, or of the waste 
and pasture, without the assent of the then freeholders 
or their heirs, so that the beasts of the freeholders, or 
their tenants, shall not be impounded in default of en¬ 
closing by Thomas or his heirs, if they be found in the 
said places, nor in forcible manner driven out. Thomas 
granted to the freeholders free passage to all the closes 
through the middest place of the said waste with all 
their necessaries and commodities about the making of 
their fences. It was agreed that all parties should 
make hedges about their closes, and that at the time of 
the enclosing, so that both parties should be losselesse.^® 
We have no means of ascertaining the extent of this 

Yorks. Inq, 27 Edw 1. 

“Calverley Charters,” Thoresby Soc. Publications, Vol. 6, p. 83. This 
deed is also mentioned in Mr. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 
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enclosure, but it would consist of a considerable number 
of acres of moor and woodland. This is the estate 
which is frequently mentioned in later deeds as Eccles- 
hill Park, and it is known by that name at the present 
day. It was, most likely, in connection with this park 
that Thomas de Sheffield obtained a charter of free 
warren in Eccleshill from Edward II, about the year 
1310.'^ 

A great survey of both the copyhold and freehold 
lands within the manor of Wakefield was made by 
William Thymbleby and Thomas Sheffield, 6 Edw II 
(1312-13), and this for the exactness thereof was called 
the “ Roll of Domesday,”^® and it would appear from 
this record that Thomas de Sheffield held the town of 
Eccleshill by homage, fealty, suit of court and 10s. rent. 
He is also returned as lord of Eccleshill in 1316.^^ 

By the absence of any further reference to Thomas 
de Sheffield after the year 1316, we must conclude that 
he died at this time, or shortly afterwards, but whether 
or not he died without issue we cannot say. Sometime 
between this date and 1340 the manor had come into 
the possession of Rauffe Sheffield, parson of the Church 
of Thornton, who by deed dated 14 Edw III (1340-41) 
confirms to John, the son of William of Sheffield, his 
manor of Eccleshill; and by another deed bearing the 
same date, under the Sheffield arms, John, son of William 
of Sheffield, re-grants to Ralph de Sheffield, rector of 
the Church of Thornton-in-Craven, and Idone, his sister, 
for their lives, the manor of Eccleshill, yielding to him 
and his heirs one red rose. This Ralph is the same 
person who, along with Thomas, his brother, was 
appointed attorney to Thomas de Saunford about 1296. 
This arrangement was entered into as a means of 

““Cal. Rot.” Chart 44. 

Taylor’s “ Rectory of Wakefield.” Also referred to in Mr. J. M. 
Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 

“ Nomina Villarum,” and also in Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief, 
which quotes it as evidence. 
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securing proper succession of the estate to John, after 
the deaths of Ralph, his uncle, and Idone, but at the 
same time providing an income for the latter during the 
remainder of their lifetime. In 1347 John de Sheffield 
did homage and fealty at the court at Wakefield for his 
manor of Eccleshill which were lord Ralf de Sheffield s. 

Whitaker in his “ History of Craven” gives a list of 
the Rectors of the Church of Thornton, and from it we 
gather that Ralph was instituted in 1292, and that he 
vacated the rectory by resignation. As we find him 
mentioned as rector there in the grant of 1340 we may 
conclude that he held the rectory until as late as 1346, in 
which year his successor is named. He appears to have 
held the rectory for 54 years, and he must have been 
well advanced in years at the time of his resignation. 
John de Sheffield, whom I take to be Ralph’s nephew, 
and son of William, who was Ralph’s brother, had come 
into full possession of the manor in 1347, Ralph and 
Idone having probably both died in the meantime. 
It does not appear that he ever lived within the 
manor. The park which would by now have become 
well stocked with game of the warren, would be a place 
to which he and his friends would resort with dog and 
hawk. Some form of shelter there must have been 
within his domain, and that would take the form of 
some rough structure of timber ensconced in the wood¬ 
land. John had married a lady of the name of 
Katherine, who survived him, but of what family she 
came we have yet to discover. He had issue by her a 
son John, who as his heir inherited at his father’s death 
the manor of Eccleshill, besides many other important 
manors in South Yorkshire. By a deed dated 28th 
September, 1358, he grants to his mother Katherine, for 
life, certain lands and tenements within the metes and 
bounds of Penesale, and elsewhere, with licence to cut 
trees within the bounds of Ecklishull, inside and outside 
the park, except great ash trees and oaks which should 

Wakefield Court Rolls, also Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 
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not be cut except when needed for house-building. He 
promised to give to his sisters Isabella and Lucy, the 
whole value of their marriage portions.^^ 

In 1362, Thomas de Sheffield, the brother of John, 
had become lord of Eccleshill, and in that year he did 
suit at Wakefield.2^ By a deed dated 1st August, 1375^= 
wherein he is described as Thomas Sheffeld, of Brathe- 
well, he grants to Katherine, his mother, Thomas Eland, 
William Power,^® and Sir Hugh Grene, Chaplain^^ who 
appear to have been constituted feoffees, his tenements 
and lands in Ekleshyll, and in sixteen other places in 
Yorkshire, which he mentions by name. These feoffees 
in 1389 lease to Sir Walter de Calverley, knt.,^^ and 
Joan, his wife, and Joan, his daughter, for their lives 
and the life of the survivor, at a rental of 40s. a year, 
the manor of Eccleshill, together with the barn, garden 
and the park, with house-bote and hedge-bote but not 
the rents of the town of Eccleshill, which manor John 
de Tong, formerly held of Katherine de Sheffield. One 
of the conditions of the lease being that they should 
build a hall there, with a chamber adjoining it, at their 
own expense except as to timber, and to complete 
it within six years, under a penalty of six marks of 
silver. They were obliged to maintain all the buildings 
and not assign the property or commit waste. They 
were, however, permitted to sell or burn the timber of 
the park.^® 

Yorks. Deeds, Yorks. Arch. Jour. Vol. 12, p. 301. 

Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 

“Yorks. Arch. Jour.” Vol. 16, page 89. 

Of Tilne, in the parish of Hampton, co. Notts, 3 miles north-east of 
Retford. 

Vicar of Braithwell. 

Sir Walter Calverley, born circa 1340; died 1404; married secondly 
Joan, ? daughter of Sir John de Normanvill, in or before 1388. She 
was living in 1391, but had died before 1401, when he again married. 
See Ped. Cal. Ch. Thoresby Soc. Publications, Vol. VI. 

Calverley Charters. 
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William Power and Sir Hugh Grene by their deed 
dated 28th July, 1398 grant in tail all their tenements, 
lands in Eccleshill and elsewhere which had been 
previously granted to them in trust by the deed 
of 1375, to Thomas Sheffield and Elinor, his wiffi, with 
remainders over to Lucy, sister of Thomas, for life, and 
to William Power, son of William Power of Tilne, and 
to Walter Power, his brother, in tail male, with remain¬ 
der in fee to the right heirs of Thomas7° It would 
appear by this settlement that a relationship existed 
between Thomas Sheffield and William Power of Tilne, 
and it seems probable that William Power had married 
Isabella, Thomas’ sister, who is mentioned in the deed 
of 1358, and had issue the above-mentioned William 
and Walter Power. 

In 1402 Thomas de Sheffield appointed Thomas de 
Thornour to take and levie all his rents and farms of 
his manor of Eccleshill and of all his other lands in the 
same town.^^ 

It would seem that the feoffees had not entirely 
released their rights in the manor for in the 5th Henry 
IV (1403) Thomas Eland, William Power and Hugh 
Green, grant to Roger Swillington, knt., William 
Mirfield, clerk, and Thomas Thorner, the manor of 
Eccleshill with the rents, services, etc., and also all 
other lands and tenements, milnes, fishponds and 
moors,^^ and by a fine of the 8th Henry IV (1407) between 
Roger de Swillington, knt., William Mirfield, clerk, and 
Thomas Thornore, quer., Thomas de Sheffield and 
Alianore, his wife, def., of the manor of Eccleshill alias 
Eckulsele, with a release and warranty by def. for 
themselves and heirs of Thomas to pltf. and heirs of 
Thomas Thornore.^^ 

“Yorks. Arch. Jour.” Vol. 16, p. 89. 

Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 

Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope’s Brief. 

W. Paley Baildon’s “ Yorkshire Notes.” Bradford Public Library. 
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By this fine the Sheffield family relinquish their 
entire interest in Eccleshill, and henceforth its history 
is associated with the Thornour family who now became 
lords of the manor. 

From the year 1274 to the year 1407, a period of 133 
years, the manor had been under the lordship of 
members of the Sheffield family, represented by four 
generations. Thomas, the last lord, conveyed the 
ma,nor to Thomas Thornore, of Wadlands, in the 
adjoining township of Calverley. He is supposed to 
have died at Braithwell, and to have been buried within 
the altar rails of the church of that place, where there 
is a memorial which bears the Sheffield arms ; a fess 
between three garbs (or sheaves) of corn, and an inscrip¬ 
tion “ Hie jacet Thomas Schefeld . . . qui obiit .... 
MCCCCVI.” (?). 
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PEDIGREE OF THE SHEFFIELDS, 

LORDS OF THE . MANOR OF ECCLESHILL. 

Ralph de Shefeld (1) 
Lord of 

Eccleshill, 
1274-1295 

Dionisia = (2) Sir Elias de Midhope 
She survived her Died 1297 
second husband 
and was living in 

1302 

Thomas de Shefeud Rauf Sheffield William de Sheffield 
Lord of Eccleshill, Vicar of 

1295-1316 Thornton-in-Craven 
Lord of Eccleshill, 

1316-1347 

Idone John 

John de Sheffield = Katherine 
Lord of Eccleshill, 

1347- 

Thomas 

John de Sheffield Thomas = Eleanor, 
Lord of Eccleshill Lord of Eccleshill 

1358 1362-1407 

Isabella = ? William Power 
of Tilne 

Lucy 

William Power Walter Power 



A LOCAL CIVIL WAR DOCUMENT 

We whose names are subscribed do certifie that John 
Lister the father and Joseph Lister the sone, inhabitants 
in Horton, in the parishe of Bradford, hath bene con¬ 
stant in thear affections and actions for the Parlement, 
and lost at the takinge of the said Towne by the Earle 
of Newcastalles armie, upon the 2 and 3 day of Tuely 
A. D. 1643, as followeth:— 

Item, Thirtine head of Beaste . 

Item, one meare, tow Lod sadells . 

Item, Thre Ranges . 

Item, in Erase potes and panies, prige pans 

Item, in Putter 

Item, six spites, tow paire of Rackes, two Iron 
dripinge panes and foure ladels 

Item, in Apparill and cloth 

Item, in woll and yearne ... 

Item, in money 

Item, in Linninge... 

Item, six fether Bedes with Blanketes, Cover- 
lites, hillinges and Beed hingeres, and 
other flock Beedes and materices, with 
theaire furniture 

Item, in Otemeale out of the Arkes foure score 
strockes, with sackes and pack clothes 

Item, other houshould goodes as quishinges, 
bufites and chayres, and wod vessells, and 
husbandry Toyles 

Lent upon the Publicke faithe 

Item, one meare put into Collonell Brightes 
Troupe, with her furniture ... 

Item, in fre quarter 

£ s. d. 

41 10 0 

6 0 0 
2 14 0 

8 10 0 

10 0 0 

2 0 0 

29 10 0 

10 16 0 

16 0 0 

10 0 0 

46 7 0 

13 0 0 

4 0 0 

10 0 0 

5 13 4 

72 4 2 

WILLIAM THORNTON 

JOHN X SUDGDEN 

Sum is /’288 4 6 

ROBERT X WRIGHT 

JONAS X BRIGE 

From the Hailstone Manuscripts, Minster Library, York. 
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WILFRID ROBERTSHAW 

The document printed below was found in the 
collection of manuscripts belonging to the Rt. 
Hon. The Viscount Allendale, of Bretton Hall, 

near Wakefield, who has kindly given permission for it 
to be transcribed and printed. It is valuable as a 
directory of some of the clergy of Yorkshire of the reign 
of Charles I. 

I have, so far, failed to discover under what enact¬ 
ment or by whose order the Archbishop of York had 
the schedule compiled. It was “ sent to my Lo [rd] by 
my Lo[rd] of York,” and is dated July 25th, 1629. 
This date, however, is not in agreement with the 
period during which some of the clergy named in the 
list lived. For example, Christopher White ceased to 
be Vicar of Kildwick in 1628 (^Brereton’s History of the 
Church of Kildwick-in-Craven, p. 58). Then there is 
the case of John Favor, or Favour, Parson of Sutton- 
on-Derwent, Prebendary of Ripon and of Southwell 
and Master of St. Magdalene’s Hospital at Ripon, who 
was Vicar of Halifax in 1594. He died in 1623, six 
years before the date of this list (Dictionary of National 
Biography). Because of these facts, together with the 
occurrence of names substituted for others which have 
been scored through, I am inclined to think that this 
schedule was, in the first place, copied from an earlier 
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one and then checked, possibly when the parsons were 
visited. Obviously, as in the cases of Favor and White, 
certain entries were not revised; and in others there 
are contractions employed which seem to signify 
amendments to a previous schedule. 

A Schedule conteyninge the names of such parsons 
as have Dignities and Prebends within the Cathedral 
and Metropoliticall church of St Peter of Yorke 
togeather with other the benefices within the Dioces 
of Yorke, being cessed and chardged (by the most 
Reverend Father in God SamuelF by the providence 
of God Lord Archbishop of Yorke, his Grace, Primate 
of England and Metropolitane) to finde horses Armes 
and furniture to be in readiness for his Majestyes service 
according to their several habilities, viz.:— 

John Scott, Doctor of Divinitye, Deane of 
Yorke, Parson of Barwicke in Elmett and 
Prebendarie of Tockrington ... ... A light horse. 

Richard Palmer, Bachelor of Divinitye, Pre¬ 
centor of the same church and Preben¬ 
darie of Driffeild ... ... ... A light horse. 

Phinees Hodson, Doctor of Divinitye, 
Chauncellor of the said church, Preben¬ 
darie of Laughton in Le Morthing and 
Parson of Etton ... ... ... A light horse. 

Henrye Wicham, Doctor of Divinitye, 
Archdeacon of Yorke, Prebendarie of 
Fenton and Beckingham and Parson of 
Bolton Percie ... ... ... A light horse. 

^ Samuel Harsnett, born 1561. M.A., 1584. D.D., 1606. Master of 
Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, 1605-16. Vicar of Chigwell, 1597-1605. 
Archdeacon of Essex, 1603-1609. Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, 
1606 and 1614. Bishop of Chichester, 1609-19, and of Norwich, 
1619-28. Archbishop of York, 1629-31. Unpopular with Puritans. 
Founded schools at Chigwell, and bequeathed his library to the 
Corporation of Colchester. Died, 1631.—Dictionary of National 
Biography. 
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John Cosin,^ Bachelor of Divinitye, Arch- 
deacon of the East Ridinge ... ••• A light horse. 

Thomas Blakiston, Clerke, Prebendarie of 
Wistowe and Vickar of North Allerton... A light horse. 

Henrye Thurscros, Master of Arts, Arch¬ 
deacon of Cleveland, Parson of Stoxeley, 
and 

Tymothie Thurscros, his son. Master of Arts, 
Prebendarie of Langtofte and Vicar of 
Kirkbye Mooreside ... 

A light horse. 

Andrewe Binge, Doctor of Divinitye, Sub- 
deane of the same church, Prebendarie of 
Givingdale and Southwell ... ... A light horse. 

William Barlowe, Master of Arts, Preben¬ 
darie of Strensall and at Southwell ... A light horse. 

James Eveleigh, Master of Arts, Prebendarie 
ofWetwange ... ... ••• A light horse. 

Richard Baily, Bachelor of Divinitye, Arch¬ 
deacon of Nottingham 

Thomas Bell. Master of Arts, Prebendarie 
of South Newbalde and Parson of 
Beeforde 

Thomas Kay, Master of Arts, Succentor of 
the Canons of the same church, Preben¬ 
darie of Botevant there and Parson of 
Barnbrough 

Richard Smelt, Master of Arts, Prebendarie 
of Knaresbrough 

A corslett.* 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett.'* 

^ Consecrated Bishop of Durham, 1660. Died, 1672.—Dictionary of 
National Biography. 

® A corslet was a kind of cuirass, or a combination of a breast-plate and a 
back-plate, and formed the body-covering of a pikeman in the 
seventeenth century. It was made principally of leather, and was 
said to be pistol-shot proof. 

^ A hand-gun fired by means of the match-lock. It was a cumbersome 
fire-arm, which was loaded with difficulty, especially in the face of 
opposing cavalry; and the matches of slow-burning fuse gave much 
trouble in wet weather. 
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Thomas Morton,® Doctor of Divinitye, Lord 
Bishop of Coventrie and Lichfeild, and 
Prebendarie of Husthwaite 

Samuell Warde, Doctor of Divinitye, Pre¬ 
bendarie of Ampleford 

William Robinson, Doctor of Divinitye, 
Prebendarie of Wighton 

Henrye Smith, Doctor of Divinitye, Preben¬ 
darie of Bole alias Bolum 

Richard Perrott, Bachelor of Divinitye, 
Prebendarie of Osbaldwick and Vickar of 
Hesle cum Hull 

[Blank], Prebendarie of Barnebye 

William Greene, Master of Arts, Prebendarie 
of Donington, Parson of Londesbrough 
and Vickar of South Kirkbye ... 

Ambrose Coppinger, Master of Arts, Pre¬ 
bendarie of Apesthorpe 

Richard Leake, Master of Arts, Prebendarie 
of Grindall... 

Thomas Paske, Doctor of Divinitye, Pre¬ 
bendarie of Uleskelfe 

John Hickes, Bachelor of Divinitye, Pre¬ 
bendarie of North Newbald ... 

Phillipp Forde, Master of Arts, Prebendarie 
of Stillington and Parson of Nunburn- 
holme 

William Knolles, Master of Arts, Preben¬ 
darie of Warthill 

John Younge, Doctor of Divinitye, Preben¬ 
darie of Rickall 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

John Denn, Master of Arts, Prebendarie of 
Bilton ... ... ... ... A muskett. 

® Afterwards Bishop of Durham. Devoted himself to the plague-stricken 
sufferers at York, 1602, when Rector of Long Marston. Died, 1659. 
—Dictionary of National Biography, 
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Henry Fairefax,® Master of Arts, Preben- 
darie of Frydaythropp A muskett. 

A Certificate of the names and Surnames of the 
Clergie within the Archdeaconrie of Yorke, who are 
chardged with provision of Armor, and what the said 
Armor is, which they are severallie chardged withall. 

The Cittye of Yorke. 

Myles White, Master of Arts, Parson of St 
Michaeles at Owzbridge end and Parson 
of Skerpenbencke ... ... A muskett. 

W-Sadler, Clerke, Parson of Trinityes ' 
in Gootheramgaite and Trinityes in the 
Kings Court, with St John Delpike 

William Cockson, Clerke, Parson of All 
Saints upon the Pavement and Parson of 
St Saviours 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

George Liddall, Clerke, Vicar of St Dyo- \ 
nesses and Parson of St Georges-cum- 
Naburne, and also Parson of St 
Margaretts, and > 

Thomas Corney, Clerke, Parson of St 
Cuthberts and of All Saints in Pease- I 
holme united to the same church ' 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

Henrie Rogers, Clerke, Parson of Bishophill 
the Elder ... ... ... ... A muskett. 

Marmaducke Gibbons, Clerke, Parson of St 
Martins in Micklegate and Vicar of St 
Maryes in Bishophill the Younger, and 

[Blank] Johnson, Clerke, Vickar of St 
Martins in Conistreet ... ... ’ 

A muskett 
betwene 
them. 

® Son of Thomas, 1st Baron Fairfax. Took part in the unsuccessful 
movement to obtain a university for the north, about 1640. Rector 
of Bolton Percy, 1646-1660. Died, 1665.-—Dictionary of National 
Biography. 
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The Deanrie of the Aynstie. 

John Wilson, Doctor of Divinitye, Deane of 
Ripon, Parson of Bedall and Vicar of 
Burniston ... 

Francis Burgoine, Bachelor of Divinitye, 
_ Parson of Spofforth and Prebendarie of 

Southwell ... 

Marke Micklethwaite, Clerke, Parson of 
Longe Marston ... 

Robert Thornton, Clerke, Master of Arts, 
Parson of Birkin and Garforth 

Robert Moore, Clerke, Parson of Guisley... 

Thomas Bonnell, Clerke, Parson of Moore 
Munckton ... 

Thomas Edwards, Clerke, Parson of Kirk- 
bye Overblowes 

Mr Rudston,’ Clerke, Vicar of Whitkirk ... 

Alexander Cooke, Clerke, Vicar of Leeds ... 

[Blank],® Parson of Addle 

Martin Flathers, Clerke, Parson of Leathley 

John Crowther, Clerke, Parson of Swilling- 
ton 

The Deanrie of Craven. 

Samuell Moore, Master of Arts, Parson of 1 
Slaidburne, and [ 

Thomas Drake, Master of Arts, Parson of 
Thornton ... ... ... ... / 

John Brooke, Clerke, Master of Arts, Vicar 
of Giggleswicke 

’’ Nathaniell Tayler struck out. 

® According to a list of Rectors of Adel, exhibited in the 
Robert Hitch was Rector from 1627 to 1644. He we 

1662. 

A light horse. 

A light horse. 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A light horse 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett. 

Church there, 
s reinstated in 
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Henrye Hoyl©, Clerke, Vicar of Gisburne . 

Thomas Topham, Clerke, Parson of the 
Medietie of Burnsall 

Richard Tennand, Clerke, Parson of the 
Medietye of Burnsall 

Thomas Browne, Clerke, Parson of Kighley 
and Kirk Dighton ... 

John Hargraves, Clerke, Parson of Bolton 
in Bolland ... 

Thomas Topham, Clerke, Parson of the 
medietye of Linton ... 

John Akeroyd, Clerke, Parson of the other 
medietye of Linton ... 

Richard Gibson, Clerke, Parson of Marton . 

Christopher White, Clerke, Bachelor of 
Divinitye, Vicar of Kildwicke and 
Broughton ... 

Thomas Dugard, Clerke, Vicar of Longe 
Preston ... ... ••• 

Edward Rowthorne, Clerke, Vicar of Mitton 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

[Blank] Vicar of Ilkeley ... ... A muskett. 

William Webster, Clerke, Parson of Adding- 
ham ... ... ... ... A muskett. 

The Deanrie of Pontefracte. 

Vicar of Hallifax ... ... ... A light horse. 

Charles Greenwood, Clerke, Parson of 
Thornhill ... ... ... ... A light horse. 

William Lambe, Clerke, Parson of Ack- 
worth ... ... ... ... A corslett. 

[Blank] Sykes, Clerke, Parson of Kirk 
Heaton ... ... ... ... A corslett. 

In Whitaker’s Craven, Richard Hodgeson is given as Vicar of Ilkley in 
1629. 
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Richard WoodrofFe, Clerke, Vicar of Dar- 
rington 

Edward Kay, Clerke, Vicar of Rodwell ... 

John North, Clerke, Parson of Castleforth . 

Richard Marsh, Clerke, Vicar of Birstall ... 

John Okell, Clerke, Vicar of Bradford 

Gamaliell Whittaker, Clerke, Vicar of Kirk 
Burton 

Edward Hill, Clerke, Vicar of Hutherfeild . 

George Croseland, Clerke, Vicar of Almond- 
bury 

Joseph Haworth, Clerke, Vicar of Bateley . 

[Blank]Vicar of Calverley 

Thomas North, Clerke, Vicar of Adling- 
fleete 

Francis Burley, Clerke, Parson of Crofton 

James Lister, Vicar of Wakefeild 

William Stiles, Vicar of Pontefracte 

[Blank], Parson of Meathley” ... 

Tho. Farrington, Clerke, Parson of Emley 

Francis Oley, Clerke, Vicar of Warmefeild 

Edward Watkin, Clerke, Vicar of Fether- 
stone and Carlton 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

The Deanrie of Doncaster. 

John Chadwicke, Doctor of Divinitye, Parson 
of the Medietye of Darfeild ... ... A light horse. 

In Stapleton’s Memorials of Calverley Parish Church, John Graunt is 
given as Vicar of Calverley in 1629. 

At sea in the King’s service. 
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Edward Dodsworth, Clerke, Parson of 
Badsworth, and 

Henrye Bonie, Clerke, Parson of Kirk- 
smeaton 

Osmond Burne, Bachelor of Divinitye, 
Parson of Xreaton and W^histon 

Richard Winter, Clerke, Parson of Sprod- 
brough 

George Holmes, Clerke, Parson of Armthrope 

Peter Saxton, Clerke, Parson of Edlington . 

Marmaducke Flathers, Clerke, Parson of 
Himsworth 

Robt. Wood, Clerke, Parson of Burgh Wallis 

Richard Northrope, Clerke, Parson of 
Hooton Robert 

[Blank] Clerke, Parson of Wickersley ... 

[Blank] Bell, Clerke, Parson of Thorne- 
schoe 

[Blank] Nevenson, Clerke, Parson of Tan- 
kersley 

George Holmes, Parson of Little Sandall... 

[Blank] Good, Clerke, Parson of Kirk 
Bramwith ... 

Anthonie Benns, Clerke, and 

William Appleyeard, Parsons of High 
Hoylande ... 

James Clayton, Clerke, Parson of Harthill 

Christopher Huchinson, Clerke, Vicar of 
Felkirke 

Henrye Baites, Clerke, Parson of Aston and 
Prebendarie of Southwell 

Idem, Clerke, Parson of Rawmarsh 

A light horse 
betwene 
them. 

A light horse. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

t A muskett 
betwene 

I them. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

Danyell Bainebrigge struck out. 
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William Dickinson, Clerke, Vicar of 
Rotheram ... 

Thomas Toller, Clerke, Vicar of ShefFeild... 

Henrye Leadbetter, Clerke, Parson of Thir- 
bargh and Vicar of Brodesworth 

? Wm. Carr, Clerke, Parson of Hainsworth 

Robert Turton, Clerke, Parson of Warmes- 
worth, and 

Ralph Leake, Clerke, Parson of Dynington 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

Armor to be founde by the Clergie in the East 
■ Rydinge of the county of Yorke. 

Buckrose Deanrie. 

Henrye Bankes, Doctor of Divinitye, Parson 
of Settrington ... . A light horse. 

George Barnard, Clerke, Parson of West 
Heslerton and Collome, and Prebendarie 
at Southwell ... . A light horse. 

William Denton, Clerke, Parson of 
Langhton ... ... ... ^ muskett. 

Robert Gilling, Clerke, Parson of Kirkbye 
Underdayle ... ... ... A muskett. 

Thomas Haddlesey, Clerke, Parson of 
Thorpebassett ... ... ... A muskett. 

Anthonie Teasdale, Clerke, Parson of Bury- 
thrope ... ... ... ... A muskett. 

Dickring Deanrye. 

George Stanhope, Doctor of Divinitye, Vicar 
of Agnes Burton ... ... ... A corslett. 

John Wilkinson, Clerke, Parson of Foxholes A corslett. 



A YORKSHIRE CLERGY LIST 171 

Edward Fowler, and 

William Headley, Clerkes, Parsons of 
Thwinge ... 

William Daltrye, Parson of Folketon 

Francis Rymer, Clerke, Vicar of Seamer, 

and 
Charles Sympson, Vicar of Wald Newton... 

Robert Smith, Vicar of Carnabye, 

[Blank], Vicar of Foston 

Richard Chapman, Clerke, Vicar of Hum- 
anbye 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

Holdernes Deanrie. 

[Blank] Corbett, Clerke, Parson of Patter- 
ington 

Henrye Hoyle, Clerke, Master of Arts, 
Parson of Siglesthorpe 

Francis Lowson, Clerke, Parson of Brands- 
burton 

Theophilus Chimley, Clerke, Vicar of Horn¬ 
sey and Parson of Ryston 

Martin Briggs, Clerke, Parson of Barmeston 

William Gray, Clerke, Parson of Rosse ... 

[Blank], Parson of Ryse 

Rowland Eyre, Clerke, Parson of Leaven... 

[Blank], Parson of Sporteley 

William Burnsall, Clerk, Vicar of Aldbrough 

Mr. Allerton,'^ Clerke, Vicar of Gowsill 

Roger Constable, Clerke, Parson of Catwick 

Nathaniell Ghossop, Clerke, Parson of 
Rowthe 

A light horse. 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

Elizeas Birkes struck out. 
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Francis Edgar, Clerke, Parson of Wystead 

Francis Ellis, Clerke, Vicar of Owthorne... 

Roger Barker, Clerke, Parson of Halsham . 

William Bradshawe, Vicar of Pauli, and 

James Swayne, Vicar of Hollin ... 

Marmaducke Marchaante, Parson of Hilston 

Harthill, Hull and Bewley Deanries. 

John Favor, Clerke, Parson of Sutton upon 
Derwent, Prebendarie of Southwell and 
Ripon, and Master of St Magdalens Hos¬ 
pital at Ripon 

Thomas Pearson, Clerke, Parson of Calton 

Robert Falcon, Clerke, Parson of Baynton, ] 
and 

George Etherington, Clerke, Parson of 
Middleton ... ... j 

Thomas Car, Clerke, Parson of Huggett ... 

Thomas Micklethwaite, Clerke, Parson of 
Cherrye Burton 

Henrye Rimington, Clerke, Parson of Lock- 
ington 

Ezekiell Rogers,^ Clerke, Parson of Rowley 

Marmaducke Marshall, Clerke, Parson of 
Scorbrough... 

Walter Ashton, Clerke, Parson of Good- 
madam 

William Clerke, Vicar of St Maryes in 
Beverley 

Robert Lodington, Clerke, Parson of 
Hootham ... 

Suspended for puritanism. Emigrated to New Englanc 
of township of Rowley, established by fellow-colonisi 
—Dictionary of National Biography. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A light horse 
betwene 
them. 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

1638. Pastor 
Died, 1661. 
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Stephan Dockerey, Clerke, Parson of 
Horswell ... 

James Randall, Clerke, Parson of Burneby . 

Marmaducke Constable, Clerke, Parson of 
Everingham 

William Swifte, Parson of South Dalton ... 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

William Brereclife, Clerke, Vicar of North 
Cave, and 

William Chauntrell, Clerke, Parson of 
Walkington 

John Frances, Clerke, Vicar of Lounde ... 

George Daltrye, Parson of Full Sutton 

A light horse 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

Armor to be founde by the clergie within the 
peculiar Jurisdicon of Howdenshire. 

Howdenshire. 

John Norton, Clerke, Vicar of Welton ... A corslett. 

Allertonshire. 

Dr. Snoden, Vicar of Leake, and 

Arthur Hutton, Parson of Birkbye 

The Parson of Cowsebye, and 

The Vicar of Osmotherley 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

Mr. Colton, Parson of Siggeston... A muskett. 

Armor to be founde by the clergie within the 
Archdeaconrye of Cleveland in the 

Dioces of Yorke. 

Buhner Deanrie. 

Jeremie Hasell, Clerke, Parson of Bulmer A corslett. 
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George Stamopp, Doctor of Divinitye, 
Parson of Wheldrake 

Thomas Squire, Clerke, Parson of Eskrigg . 

Joseph Moore, Clerke, Parson of Kirkbye 
Knole 

Trustrum Otbye, Clerke, Parson of Foston. 

Richard Sandyman, Clerke, Vicar of 
Easingwold 

Henrye Aiscough, Clerke, Parson of 
Donington ... 

[Blank], Parson of Elvington 

Guy Bell, Clerke, Parson of Thormanbye... 

John Wirdman, Clerke, Vicar of Sutton 

Christopher Webster, Clerke, Vicar of Bossall 

William Bearman, Clerke, Parson of 
Bransbye ...- 

[Blank] Berryer, Clerke, Vicar of Stillington 

William Wood, Clerke, Parson of both 
medieties of South Otterington 

William Bardon, Clerke, Vicar of Filiskirke 

John Bramhall, Bachelor of Divinitye, 
Parson of South Kilvington 

John Blande, Clerke, Parson of Dalbye, and | 

[Blank] Wright, Clerke, Parson of f 
Wigington ... ... ... ... j 

[Blank], Parson of Seazey, and 

Thomas Harrison, Vicar of Cramborne 

The Parson of Crake, and 

[Blank] Key, Clerke, Vicar of Topclife... [ 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A corslett. 

A corslett. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 
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Rydall. 

Nathaniell Jackson, Clerke, Parson of 
A muskett. 

Stainegrave 

Edward Evans, Clerke, Parson of Oswald- 
A corslett. 

church 

John Robinson, Clerke, Parson of Thornton A light horse. 

Phillipp Nesbitt, Clerke. V.car ot Huton 
Bushill 

Michaell William, Clerke, Parson of 
-M ... A musLett. Normanbye 

Christopher Emerson, Parson of Barton in 
le Streete ... ••• ^ muskett. 

George. Conyers, Clerke, Vicar of Last- 
ingham 

Thomas Moore, Parson of Scawton, and I ^ musket 
Owen Jones, Parson of Nunington ... ) 

[Blank] Whelewright, Clerke, Vicar of ] A muskett 
Hemseley, and 

John Starr, Vicar of Appleton in le Strata 

[Blank] Ives, Parson of Gilling... 

betwene 
them. 

A muskett. 

William Mitforde, Clerke, Parson of Kirkbye 
Misperton ... A corslett. 

George Hickes, Parson of Levesham, and 
John Dodson, Vicar of Edston ... 

Samuell Phillipps, Clerke, Parson of 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

Slingsbye A muskett. 

Cleveland Deanrey. 

Robert Remington, Clerke, Parson of 
Sneaton A corslett. 

Abraham Jackson, Parson of Easington ... A corslett. 

Francis Kay, Clerke, Parson of Welburye... A muskett. 
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George Nedham, Parson of West Rounton 

Thomas Wilson, Clerke, Parson of Kildale 

Roger Bel wood, Clerke, Parson of Crathorne, 
and 

Gervase Thorpe, Vicar of Marske 

Philip Wheath, Clerke, Parson of Hinderwell 

William Crosthwaite, Parson of Lofthouse 
ri n J ^ 

William Lawson, Clerke, Vicar of Stainton 

Samuell Colson, Parson of Hawnbye 

Totall I Horseman | Light horse 

A muskett. 

A muskett. 

A muskett 
betwene 

them. 

A muskett. 

A muskett 
betwene 
them. 

A muskett. 
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NOTES ON A MAP OF THE LORDSHIP 

OF HORTON, circa 1722 

By J. HAMBLEY ROWE, M.B., F.S.A., F.S.G. 

This map was recently located amongst the 
Hailstone MSS. in the Minster Library at York. 
It-was known to John James, who used a portion 

of it as an illustration to his “ History of Bradford,” in 
1842. Its peculiar interest lies in the fact that it is the 
earliest known map showing the character of the town¬ 
ships of Great and Little Horton, with part of that of 
Bradford. When compared with a modern map of the 
districts it covers, the astonishing development which 
has taken place during the intervening centuries becomes 
at once apparent. It also gives some idea of the 
character of central Bradford at that time, and shows 
the course of the beck and the location of the several 
bridges which crossed it at various points, which are 
now more a tradition than a reality. Several slight 
restorations were necessary in the original before 
obtaining a satisfactory reproduction, but where these 
have been made can be discovered upon a comparison 
of the reproduction with the original at York. 

The Society is greatly indebted to Mr. Joseph Fell, 
one of its Vice-Presidents, for subscribing the cost of 
the plate, thus making it possible to include this valu¬ 
able document in the present issue of the Society’s 
journal. 

The Society is also under an obligation to the Dean 
and Chapter of York for permission to reproduce it. 
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Some comments on this map, which, 208 years ago 
shows open country and farm lands which are now for 

and milTs°'^“’‘^'' packed with houses and mills, may not be without interest. 
name “Bradford” occurs, a road 

RprW ascended from the Bradford 
Beck to Westgate. Grattan Road now marks its site 
j-j The Bradford Beck, coming in from the 
right, IS marked Thieves Poor Beck. This is perhaps 
a misprint for Thieves Score, which is the well-established 
name for the bridge which crosses the Beck at the 
bottom of Cemetery Road. 

On the left we see the Mill Goit, whose line is now 
marked by Goit Side, running parallel with Thornton 
Street Preston Street right on to Godwin 

yP map we come to Storbroug Lane on 
the left, afterwards called Cross Lane, and now Shear- 
bridge Road. Opposite, we see two or three houses in 
one block; these must have been close to where some 
old houses, with their narrowed front gardens below the 
level of the road, are yet standing. A little further is a 
house with a large garden beside it, and some fields 
marked Legrams Fields. Apparently a Mr. Brooksbank 
lived here, perhaps of the same family as Gilbert 
Brooksbank of Great Horton. On the site of this there 
IS now a large house built by Mr. George Hoderson 
dated 1868. ® 

The house marked “J. Swain’s” is still standing as 
No. 80 Legrams Lane, and its white-blossomed tree is in 
spring a thing of beauty. To the left of the road there 
IS a name partially obliterated, but which I take to be 
Legrams Lane. 

Further on we come to R. Swain’s house, which is the 
house at the corner of Bentley Mill Lane. Somewhat 
nearer town there exists to-day a house which is 
apparently as old, but which is not marked on the map. 
Opposite R. Swain’s is a narrow lane, now called Green 
Lane (though I have heard it called Red Scale Loin). 
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Its continuation into Horton over the beck is called 
Toby Lane. , 

We now come to Lidget Green, where the road to 
the right is marked “To Bingley.” This is now 
Cemetery Road, formerly Thievescore Lane. To the 
east of this road are fields marked Headley Knowls, a 
name which has quite disappeared. To the west of 
this road is a lane cut short by the map-drawer, but 
which ran on to join the lane running to Scholemoor. 
This is now called Necropolis Road. 

To the left, at the Lidget Green Cross Roads, is 
Beckside Road, which crossed Horton Beck at Poverty 
Brig and then went up the steep hill side to Town 
Knd, in Horton. Just here there is a blank in the map, 
unfortunately, or we should probably see Brow Hill 
Farm marked, which was razed to the ground when the 
Great Northern Railway Company built the railroad. 
The path from Horton Mill joined Beckside Road 
before its junction with Town End, according to the 
map of 1856. 

Continuing our main road, we find that what is now 
called Clayton Road was then Lidget Lane, and from 
it a pathway called Millway led down to Beckside, a 
cluster of four houses. Part of this path is now called 
Binns Lane. On the right side of the road, nearly 
opposite Millway, is a house given in a much later map 
as Hardaker’s Farm. This old building was pulled 
down when the Corporation built the houses on the 
Scholemoor Estate (jocularly known as the “ Somali 
Village”). After this we come to Scholemoorgate, 
where a path leads to the right to the Midgley property, 
Scholemoor. There are five buildings here, with trees 
around them. The last of these buildings, Scholemoor 
itself, inhabited by a farmer called Wadsworth, was 
pulled down since the war and during the erection of 
the Corporation houses known as Scholemoor. 

Our artist has departed somewhat from the exact 
line of the road here at Paradise Green. His road to 
Clayton bends a bit too much to the right, and what is 
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le°r ^a.ne is not bent quite enough to the 

Hollmgwood Lane from this point up seems to have 
had three names for different lengthsParadise Lane 
as far as the railway bridge. Black Lane from thence 
on to Hollingwood Farm (now known as Mortimer’s 
because of its inhabitants). It was then in the 
occupation of one J. Shoesmith. In the unkempt front 
mrmyard is to be seen a very old hawthorne tree. 

rom here to the end of the lane at Bank Xop, the 
road answered to its present name of Hollingwood 
Lane. 

At the bend near the top necessary to negotiate the 
steep hill is a cluster of three houses, then belonging to 
or occupied by G. Fox. This property must have been 
in that family for a long time, for it is not many years 
ago that a tall, narrow building, half-way between this 
group of houses and Hollingwood Farm, was pulled 
down. It was known as Fox’s Brewery. 

Well to the right of this portion of the lane are to be 
seen square black dots, marked Pits now working.” 
Here there was an outcrop of the coal beds which are 
traceable to the left, right across the map. 

Well to the right of Back Lane are several houses 
marked Perkinson’s, and now known as Tanner Hill, 
near the Clayton Golf Course. The stream which is 
marked as arising here is now very faintly recognizable, 
the railway apparently having disturbed its course. 

To the left of Back Lane is Bracon Hill, a house 
pulled down about thirty years ago. The estate is now 
Bracken Hill Park, in the possession of the Cor¬ 
poration, 

Another Millway runs from here towards Horton 
Mill. This was the old corn mill of Horton, which was 
in existence in 1320 and is now demolished, though the 
remains of its water-wheel may yet be detected. The 
mill-pond is there yet, almost completely silted up. 
It must be about twenty years ago that the miller’s 
cottage was pulled down. It was close to the iron 
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foot-bridge which here crosses the railway from the 
Cat Steps. There were two date stones on tne 

wfnow come back to the Bradford end of the map, 
and, from the bridge across the Bradford Beck at the 
foot of Ivegate, follow the Horton Road along what is 
now represented by Tyrrel Street to the big bend where 
it turns nearly due west. This was evidently the mam 
Halifax Road of the early part of the eighteei^h 
century, for we read on the road the direction, 
Halifax 8 miles.” There is nothing on the road to 
attract our attention until, on the left hand, what is 
now Laistridge Lane is reached. On the opposite side, 
somewhat further on, is Storbroug Lane, of which we 
have spoken before. 

Just here the road must have gone down a very steep 
hill to the Shearbridge, and up another sharp rise. Did 
the sheer descent give a name to the bridge ? To gam 
some idea of the depth of the Shearbridge Beck below 
the present road, one has only to go along Shearbridge 
Road and look over the wall on the right-hand side, 
where the Beck runs openly beside West Brook Mills 
and separated from them by a snicket. Further along 
Horton Road we find, on the right hand, three houses 
standing approximately where Dr. Sergeant’s, house is 
at the top of Horton Grange Road. Built into the 
wall of the doctor’s garden is the date stone of one of 
the houses, with the initials of Gilbert Brooksbank and 
Beatrice, his wife. From thence onward to Town 
Knd on our right we have only fields on each side of 
the road. We can realize how people in Horton used 
to say, as if they were going to a distant village, “Ah’m 
bahnd dahn ta Bradforth.” To-day, Horton people 
still say this, though there are houses now all the way 
ind Horton is well within the Borough of Bradford. 

The road to the right of the triangular area above 
Town End is difficult to trace to-day. It would seem 
:o be part of the road which people would traverse if 
;hey were travelling from Bingley to Wibsey Fair, for 
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apparently it joined on to the Beckside Road from 
Ladget Green at its angle with Town End. 

^^ht across Horton Road is a short lane running to 
W. Crosland’s House, which must be the old dwelling 

Horton Park entrance, 
buddard s Fold, which appears to be equally old, is not 
delineated. The ground around here, apparently, was 
^t cultivated, and the sites of coal pits abound. The 
Old Mill Close or Hallyard is not readily identifiable 
to-day, and the Wheel Race must have been where the 
Schools are. The small stream shown here is now 
largely underground, except when it appears in Horton 
Park. 

W^e now come to Great Horton Village, consisting of 
the Lower Green to the left and the Upper Green to 
the right. There must have been a large open village 
common or green, and public property, on which people 
eventually built houses for themselves, probably without 
asking leave of the commonalty. The same thing took 
place at Lidget Green, and it is extremely probable that 
the Oddfellows’ Arms and the Second West Hotel there, 
with the old cottages that line Clayton Road for one 
hundred yards or so on each side, were all built on the 
common land of the old wayside. The fact that until 
lately they had no back outlet to the cottages, rather 
proves that they were built on the wide road-side 
wastes. To-day, the public have had to buy back some 
of this land at a big price, in order to widen Clayton 
Road. 

Prominent among the Great Horton houses is the 
large one of Brooksbank House, now the residence of 
Dr. Macvean and his wife, “ Phyllis Hambledon,” the 
novelist. At the back of the house is a faint circle, 
denoting a garden. Nearer Bradford are three houses, 
two of which are still standing to-day, one of them with 
a date, 1697. 

' t 

Above Brooksbank House, seven houses are marked 
by the road-side. They are too regular in arrangement 
to be an exact reproduction of Upper Green habitations. 
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To-dav, Upper Green contains the most higg'edy- 
piegledy arrangement of old dwellings in Bradfor . 
On the opposite side of the road we note a compara¬ 
tively large house with fields at the back, called Moor 
Fields. The house is gone and the fields are built on. 
The road hereabouts was widened over thirty years ago, 
when a number of road-side cottages, probably built on 
road-side wastes, were demolished. Two other houses 
on the same side have disappeared. 

The hillside which rises steeply here to what is 
marked Crags, has sites of coal pits. The ground was 
but little cultivated here, but two fields seem to have 
been cleared and named Fletcher’s Braconhill and 
Judson’s Braconhill. One of them must include what 
is now the ground of Great Horton Cricket Club. 

Reverting to the right side of Horton Road we find 
Bartle Lane, with much the same curves and angle as 
it has to-day. In the field below it we note coal pits 
and a small house which has now disappeared. The 
U-shaped piece of ground with “ J. Kelit’s” on it is the 
steep hill slope leading down to the How Clough Beck, 
which rises in the hill side between the very modern 
Moore Avenue and Pickles Lane. Going along Bartle 
Lane, at the angle we find How Cloughs, the buildings 
of which are now demolished, but the name of the little 
ravine still remains as Hew Clews. 

Travelling along Horton Road still further, we come 
to a house with well-marked field boundaries surround¬ 
ing it. This is the farmhouse standing well back from 
the road, and known as Blamires, probably from the 
name of some owner. These fields marked with letters 
were apparently in dispute, and were the cause of this 
map being drawn. The fields marked Haigh’s Dog 
Acre and J, have now on them large mills, at one of 
which a disastrous fire occurred some years ago. 

Above these fields, running from Horton Road to 
Hollingwood Lane, is the road we now call Hollybank 
Road, with its dangerous bend. In those days, and 
until the fifties of last century, it was known as Dog 
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Hollingwood Lane end is a house 
marked N^ichols. This is still standing, on the edge of 
a cricket field. ^ 

Above Hollybank Road, on the right side, we come 
-1 Bottom, Lionel Fletcher’s. Most of these 

uildmgs must have been demolished when the straight 
new roiM was made to Horton Bank Top. Between 
Bank Bottom and Hollingwood Lane we note T. 
Haigh’s farm, still in existence but showing much 
^building and known as Hill End. What is now the 
Crown Hotel is clearly depicted at the place where 
Hollmgwood Lane joins the Old Road. 

Across the Horton road from Hollybank Road are 
two small houses, still standing, unless the lower one 
was pulled down when Moore Avenue was made. 
Hereabouts we see Pickles Lane and its continuation, 
Beldon Hill, making for Wibsey Slack. 

To the left of Pickles Lane are marked the Moor- 
fields, and these were part of the holding of How 
Clough allotted to that farm when the open rough 
ground here was first taken into cultivation. The 
continuation of Horton Road is, of course. Old Road, 
which has within the last five years been very much 
widened, resulting in the removal of the site of A. 
Swain’s house and the final demolition of W. Bowarm’s 
two houses, one of which was the Blue Bell Inn for 
many years. Going further along Old Road we come 
to what is now called Jer Lane, and there is the large 
farm of R.Thornton. This building has only disappeared 
within the last twenty-five years, and the site is yet 
cumbered with its stones. 

Still going on, we arrive at Bateman’s, now the Hare 
and Hounds. From here, running due south-west by 
south, is a lane marked Soper Lane, but now called 
Cooper Lane. Mr. Wilkinson, our Librarian, tells me 
that it is yet called Soper Lane, and this is apparently 
the correct name for this road. 

Turning to the left along Beacon Road, several points 
of interest crop up. The house called Mirey Pond is 
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not now standing, having been pulled down some few 
years ago by Mr. Samuel Wilkinson. Still going to 
the left we find a representation of the Beacon on 
Revey, ’otherwise Beacon Hill. It is a structure 
probably of stone, with wood projections for steps, and 
on the top a brazier in which the fire was lit that warned 
the countryside. On the side of the road are four stones 
called Mayor Stones, i.e., meer or measure or boundary 
stones, for demarcating property. If the thick boundary 
line be followed to the left, four more Mayor Stones 
will be seen. This line for long marked the Parliamen¬ 
tary and Municipal boundary. The ground on each 
side of Beldon Lane was formerly called Over Moor. 
To the left of Beldon Hill are two houses. One is yet 
there, called Brow Hill. 

Let us now take Little Horton Lane, and trace the 
changes that have taken place in two centuries. 

Just where Great Horton Road bends to the west. 
Little Horton Lane and the road to Huddersfield 
(formerly Bowling Old Lane, and now Manchester 
Road) start. Fields bordered each side of this lane 
up to Horton House, where is marked a large house 
with an ornate garden, described as Mr. Lister’s, on the 
right side of the lane. Just here the road widened out 
into a capacious Green, which has now totally disap¬ 
peared, its place being represented by the most easterly 
buildings of St. Luke’s Hospital. To the left of the 
Green are some houses which, according to a map of 
the fifties, are identifiable with Low Green Cottages. 

A road leads off from the left of the Green, and this 
must be Clayton Lane. There is a large house at the 
corner, not now in existence. From here. Park Lane 
takes pretty much the same course as it does to-day, 
except at its upper junction with Horton Lane. 

Coming back to Horton Green, which was in those 
days hour-glass shaped, we note at the neck a group of 
houses marked Mr. Sowrey’s. This includes Horton 
Old Hall, for long the residence of Sir Francis Sharp 
Powell. A garden is depicted in front of its double 
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^able end. To the extreme right of this group of houses 
IS one which is yet standing. Across the Green here at 
Gaistridge Lane is to be seen a house on the edge of 
the road. This must be Horton Green Farm, now at 
the junction of All Saints Road and Laistridge Lane 

now contains 
1 Saints Church and the Schools, are two houses, one 

ol which, I take it, IS the Red Lion, or rather its 
predecessor. 

Further up Horton Lane we come to two groups of 
houses opposite each other. That on the rmht is 
marked Mrs. Stansfield’s, and the big house depicted 
1^3 the picturesque “Old House at Home,” which it is 
hoped the City Fathers will never allow to be destroyed. 
It IS such a good example of the architecture of the 
Jaco^an days The house and barn opposite, marked 
Mr. Hulam s ( ? Hillam), has disappeared, and where a 
short path leads into the fields is now Holme Top 
Lane. ^ 

Passing up the right of the Little Horton “ Island ” 
we come to A. Hodgson’s on the left. At the corner if 
Belloe Street there is yet the remains of an old steading, 
which, however, must occupy the site of A. Hodgson’s 
house, for its walls are of more recent date than 
17 22. 

Further up Little Horton Lane, to the right, is J. 
Wilson s. This must refer to Todwell Farm, and the 
adjacent old houses on the edge of Barley Fold. That 
portion of the farmhouse with a tall window still having 
a transome in position must be the oldest part of the 
building. At the junction of Thornton Lane we find 
E. Thorp’s house, about where Independent Street is 
now, and further along is another house—both now 
gone. To the right of E. Thorp’s is a house by the 
road side, not now identifiable among the old cottages 
on that side of the road. 

Now we come to Southfield Lane, with a small house 
at the corner—the predecessor, probably of the Brown 
Cow. Along Southfield Lane is an old building marked 
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Salt Pye, and old Great Horton people even to-day talk 
of their end of Southfield Lane as Salt Pye (Lane). 

Above Southfield Lane, on the opposite side of the 
road, we note J. Harrison’s — not now in existence. 
But, further up, Brownroyd is yet to be found at the 
foot of Brownroyd Hill. St. Enoch’s Road now divides 
this farm from the entrance to Haycliffe Lane. Along 
this latter lane we note the Hill, and on the summit a 
farm called Heights. Locally, the group of houses 
here is known as “Heaven Square” and “Hell 
Terrace.” A watercourse crosses the Brownroyd Hill 
in its lower portion. What its destination was is 
uncertain. A long, narrow building above the water¬ 
course, on the right-hand side of the road, must be 
represented now by the barn used by the Great Horton 
Industrial Society’s Dairy Department. 

Going up the hill to Wibsey, one sees a house to the 
right, on the site of the Dog and Gun, and further on 
two houses; and to the right a large farm with three 
trees, which is now among the houses of Beacon Lane 
Bottom. 

In front of us lies Wibsey Common, which was the 
High Moor of the district, in contradistinction to Low 
Moor. To the left we find Hill Top: this must be 
what is now Chapel Fold. On the hill slopes is Dog 
Wood, given in the 1856 map as Dog Croft Wood. 
Folley Hall is marked to the right of the open common, 
and to the left is Wibsey, extending as far as the bottom 
of Holroyd Hill. Many of these old buildings are yet 
standing, but several were swept away when the road 
was widened at the “ bottle neck,” which is quite 
recognizable in the map. 

Further details in regard to the various farms and 
some of their occupants may be found in William 
Cudworth’s Rambles Round Horton. This interesting 
book by the first editor of The Bradford Antiquary is 
a mine of information about the district, and the map 
should be studied with this book at hand. 



THE HILL AND THE HIGGINS 

FAMILIES 

Abraham Hill, of Lothersdale, parish of Carlton, married Elizabeth 
Hargraves at Carlton, August 30, 1687. She was buried at 
Carlton, May 15, 1696. He married again and had a numerous 
issue of sons and daughters. He was buried at Carlton, 
February 13, 1718. 

Ann, daughter of Abraham and Elizabeth Hill, baptized at Carlton, 
December 13, 1687. Married Christopher Higgins at Gil- 
church, October 15, 1706. She was buried at Gilchurch, 
September 14, 1718. 

John, son of Abraham and Elizabeth Hill, baptized at Carlton, 
September 26, 1691, and buried there, June 26, 1693. 

Thomas, son of Abraham and Elizabeth Hill, baptized at Carlton, 
December 18, 1694. Graduated Master of Arts, and became 
Afternoon Lecturer and Vicar of Bradford. He married Mary 
Hollings at Bradford, March 30, 1719, and was buried at 
Bradford, January 17, 1728. 

Mary, daughter of Thomas and Mary Hill, baptized at Bradford, 
August 2, 1721. She died a spinster, and was buried at 
Bradford, December 25, 1740. 

John, son of Thomas and Mary Hill, baptized at Bradford, June 5, 
1723. Became a Bachelor of Medicine. He died a bachelor, 
and was buried at Bradford, November 26, 1805. 

Richard Higgins, son of Christopher and Ann Higgins, baptized at 
Gilchurch, December 6, 1711. Married Ann Copley at St. 
Lawrence’s, York, August 23, 1733. He was buried at 
Dunnington, June 1, 1738. 

Henry, son of Richard and Ann Higgins, buried at Dunnington, 
May 8, 1742, aged eight years. 

Godfrey, son of Richard and Ann Higgins, baptized at Christ Church, 
York, December 26, 1736. Married Christiana Matterson at 
Clayton, near Doncaster. He was buried at Wadsworth, 1796. 

Godfrey, son of Godfrey and Christiana Higgins, baptized at Owston, 
January 30, 1772. Heir at law of Dr. John Hill.* 

Christiana, daughter of Godfrey and Christiana Higgins, married 
William Marshall. 

The Higgins family inherited much of the estate of the Hill family in 
Allerton, which they had, in turn, inherited from the Hollings family. 





WILLIAM CLARIDGE, M.A., J.P., F.S.A.A. 

President: July, 1925 to October, 1927. 

A glance through the list of the officers of the Brad¬ 
ford Historical and Antiquarian Society since its 
inception in 1878 will reveal few men with as great 
a record of public services as William Claridge. 

Born on the 16th March, 1856, in the town of 
Northampton, the son of Mr. John Claridge he came 
to this town as a scholar in 1872 along with Dr. Keeling 
after his appointment to the headship of the Bradford 
Grammar School; from the school he passed to 
Cambridge where he obtained a foundation Sizarship 
and a Goldsmith Exhibition for mathematics and 
classics. He graduated in 1878 in the Mathematical 
Tripos. 

Coming back to the town of his adoption he was 
for twelve years an assistant master under Dr. Keeling 
and during this period he investigated the history of 
this ancient school, and eventually in 1898 published -t 
History of the Bradford Grammar School, which, con¬ 
sidering the inconvenience of access to the data then 
available for historical research, must be considered a 
first-class production. 

In later years he returned to the subject and in The 
Bradford Antiquary will be found the result of his 
extended studies. About 1890 the prospects of 
accountancy as a profession attracted him and taking 
the subject up he came out top man in the finals of the 
examinations of the Society of Incorporated Account¬ 
ants and Auditors and giving up teaching for which he 
was so well fitted he took up practical accountancy. His 
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success is indicated by the positions he attained among 
his confreres. Klected a Fellow of the Society mentioned 
on 23rd May, 1902 he was for several years a Final 
Examiner in Accountancy and Auditing and in June, 
1919 attained to the Presidential chair for three years. 
During this term of office his daughter. Miss Flilda 
Mabel Claridge became the first woman accountant 
qualified by examination in England. Miss Claridge 
has been for some years one of the auditors of our 
Society, following in the footsteps of her father, who 
was elected auditor to the Society as far back as 1894. 
To a man of his energy and intellect the social needs 
and the political questions of the day offered great 
attractions, so he stepped into the public arena and for 
forty years took a prominent part in the movements 
for the betterment of his fellow citizens, especially in 
the matter of education. With much of the idealist in his 
make-up, and with the instinct for monetary values 
incident on his profession, his was a valuable influence 
in the evolvement of the educational system in Brad¬ 
ford—a system famous in educational circles. In so 
commercially minded a town it was all to the good that 
a man with university and scholastic training should 
have taken so important a lead in this work. 

As far back as 1885 William Claridge was elected 
a member of the School Board and served on that body 
until the control of education was transferred in 1904 
to a committee of the Corporation. In 1897 he was 
elected Chairman of the School Board and acted in that 
capacity until its final meeting. The development of 
Evening Classes of the Higher Grade Schools; of Pupil 
Teachers’ Classes and of Field Rambles were some of 
the educational movements in which he took a leader’s 
part. These nineteen years were strenuous, for formid¬ 
able opposition from political, religious and vested 
interests points of view was continually being set up 
to all forward movements, but in William Claridge was 
to be found a doughty opponent, ready with versatile 
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knowledge, business acumen and a fine capacity for 
exposition and elucidation to combat whatever reasons 
against progress might be brought forward. 

He joined the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society in its very early days and was probably the 
oldest living member of it. In these early years he was 
an active participator in the management and work of 
the Society. 

Always fond of searching into the records of the 
past his busy public work in mid-life left him but little 
leisure to indulge in historical matters until in later 
years he again came into active touch with the Society. 

In 1925 be was elected President and before and 
after his period of office he was a most helpful and 
valuable member of the Council until his death, 12th 
July, 1929. 

It is difficult to compress into this short account a 
full description of the public work that William Claridge 
did. 

In the nineties he was one of the first secretaries of 
the resuscitated Bradford Philosophical Society. Sun¬ 
day School work attracted him, and his prominent work 
in the Adult Schools movement led to his Presidency 
for two years of the County Union. 

In July, 1906 he was appointed to the Commission 
of Peace for the City and took special interest in the 
Children’s Court. 

In the election of January, 1906, he contested West 
Bradford in the Liberal interest, the voting being: 
F. W. Jowett (Lab.), 4957; Sir Ernest Flower (Con.), 
4147; Wm. Claridge (Lib.), 3580. 

It is quite probable that William Claridge delivered 
more lectures on a greater variety of subjects than any 
other citizen of his generation in Bradford. Amongst 
the subjects he lectured on was Egyptology of which he 
was an enthusiastic student. 
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Mrs. Claridge, in whom he found a real helpmate in 
all his varied work, is the daughter of the late Rev. 
Samuel Simpson, sometime Superintendent of the East- 
brook Wesleyan Circuit. 

He was a remarkable citizen of Bradford alike in 
his personality, the public service he rendered, and the 
variety of his efforts in public affairs. 

Truly it may be said that William Claridge lived a 
life well worth the living:. 

_ J. H. R. 

PLUNDERED GOODS. 

Mr. Stanhope, his goodes taken awaye by Leedes 
Trops, the of December, 1642.* 

Imprimis one grey gelding ... ... ... yji 
Item one beaye meare ... ... ... 
Item xl thaaves of Ottes in the barne eaten 

and spoilled at two (several) times with 
about two hundreth horse at bothe times \']li 

Item in meale and bread taken awaye ... iiij/f 
Item in Cheise, butter tallaye and meate ... iiijh' 
Item in Course and lyn Clothe made, and in 

yearne wonde into Clones and hempe not 
spon ... ... ... ... ... iiij/j 

Item in apparell and Lynen, and beding and 
Curtings ... ... ... ... xvjh’ 

Item in Beiffe and other ffleshe ... ... iij^i 
Item certain wymbles for Cooles, one great 

Iron male, one pair of standing Iron rakes, 
one Iron Cheare with certain Iron teams, 
and other Iron ... ... ... iijlf 

Item in pewter potts and panes and Candle- 
stiks ... ... ... ... ... iiij^f 

Item xiij fatt geise, tenn Capans, thertene 
hens, sex turkes and other pullan ... xB 

Item sex silver spones ... ... ... xB 
Item certain Armer, peiks and staves ... v^f 
Item in Books Burnte and caryed awaye ... vh’ 

Indorsed: A Note of Goods plundred from Mr. Walter 
Stanhope in 1642. 

* From Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope’s manuscripts, Cannon Hall. 



In Bolling Hall Museum, Bradford. 



STOTT HILL HALL 

AND ITS ASSOCIATIONS 

Wilfrid Robertshaw 

IT is to be regretted that many old homesteads in 
Bradford and its surrounding townships have been 
demolished to make way either for new or wider 

streets or for other purposesd^^ In view of the loss 
of such houses it is essential that their history should 
be written and pictorial records of them made whilst 
they existd^^ Fortunately, in the case of Stott Hill 
Hall, or House, as it was often called, which was swept 
away in the year 1877, there are illustrations availabled^^ 

The derivation of the place-name, Stott Hill, has 
puzzled Bradford historians and no attempt to trace its 
origin appears to have been made. According to 
scholars who have made a special study of the derivation 
of place-names they define ‘ stot(t) ’ as a horse or a 
bullock.^'*^ In northern dialects it is used to imply a 
young bull or ox, especially one of three years old.*'^^ 
The Anglo-Saxon meaning of the word is a stallion, and 

(D Miryshay, a 17th century mansion and the former home of the 
Smyth family, afterwards of Heath Hall, near Wakefield, was 
demolished in May, 1931. This hall was situate off Barkerend 
Road, Bradford Moor. 

(2) An example of the wisdom of this assertion is Rooley Hall, 
formerly at Bankfoot, Wibsey, which was the subject of a paper 
by W. E. Preston in Part XXH of The Bradford Antiquary, 
1927. A photograph of the Hall was given and this is valuable 
now that the house has been demolished. It was pulled down 
in August, 1930, as it interfered with a private housing scheme. 

(3) In Bolling Hall Museum, Bradford, is a water-colour drawing of 
the Hall by N. S. Crichton, a local artist; and facing page 203 
of Pen and Pencil Pictures of Old Bradford, by William Scruton, 
1889, is another illustration of it. 

(4) Place-Names of South-West Yorkshire, by Armitage Goodall, 1914. 
(5) The English Dialect Dictionary, edited by Joseph Wright,’ 1904, 

Vol. V, p. 791; and The Place-Names of Lancashire, by Eilert 
Ekwall, 1922: Chetham Society’s Remains (New Series') 
Vol. LXXXI, p. 217. 
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the Middle English a horse or a bullock. In the sense 
that it means a horse we find the word employed by 
Chaucer in the Prologue to his Canterbury Tales, where 
he says, 

‘ This reve sat up-on a ful good stot.’ 

We also find mention of two stotts, in this case meaning 
bullocks, in the inventory of the goods and chattels of 
John Hudson, of Cottingley, dated February 26th, 
1599.*-^^ In the seventeenth century there occurs a 
fairly common place or field name, Pighill, which was 
near Stott Hill. The conclusion we come to is that 
Stott Hill was so named as being a place where young 
bulls were kept. 

As further evidence that the derivation given is a 
likely one we may mention that in the 36 Edward III 
(1362-63) it was presented at the Bradford Manor Court 
by William Coke, ‘ wodwarden,’*^^^ that William de 
Skargill, Knight, had twenty beasts taken in the wood of 
Bradeford Bank. Other offences of beasts, oxen and 
pigs having depastured the grass of the lord in Brade¬ 
ford Bank were presented. These imply that Bradford 
Bank was situate either in or on the fringe of a forest, 
which doubtless included the land about Stott Hill as it 
is known that wood and forest land extended for miles 
in that direction from the town of Bradford. If Stott 
Hill were a place-name derived from the name of a 
family, as has sometimes been said, it would be peculiar 
to the locality bearing the name; but it is not an unusual 
place-name for it occurs, for instance, near Cowling. 

Stott Hill is not mentioned in the Bradford Manor 
Court rolls earlier than May 21st, 1574. At this court 
Elizabeth, wife of William Rokes, of Roydis-hall, in 

(0 The Local Record Series, Vol. I, p. 2. Published by the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society, 1914. 

(D “ A woodward is an officer of the forest, whose office consists in 
looking after the woods, and vert and venison, and presenting 
offences relating to the same.” Giles Jacob’s New Law 
Dictionary, 1782. 
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North Bierley, surrendered to the lord of Bradford a 
messuage, with two gardens and a croft, situate in 
Stottehill. 

No further reference to the place occurring in the 
sixteenth century we pass on to the year 1628, when 
William Grene, of Bradford, clothier, and Elizabeth, 
his wife, conveyed the aforesaid messuage, then 
described as ‘ Stothill,’ to Jeremie Collier, Master of 
Arts, and Sarah, his wife.® It was then in the tenure 
of Collier, who is described in the Bradford Parish 
Church registers as ' preacher of God’s word at Brad¬ 
ford,’ and ‘ Minister at Bradford.’ Collier’s name does 
not appear in the catalogue of the Vicars of Bradford, 
and very little appears to be known of him. Bryan 
Dale says® that Jeremie Collier had a brother named 
Josiah, who lived at Guiseley, where he had a license in 
1672 for an independent meeting at the house of Sarah 
Grimshaw. Josiah Collier, Dale says, died at the age 
of eighty-two years. In the Guiseley Parish 
Registers^® we find that a Josias Collier was baptised 
on June 15th, 1595, and that a man of this name was 
buried on February 19th, 1676-77. If these are one and 
the same then he would be about eighty-two years of 
age when he died. This Josias had a brother, Jeremie, 
baptised at Guiseley on September 7th, 1592, who, 
according to Dale, must have been the Jeremie Collier 
who lived at Stott Hill in 1628. 

Jeremie Collier was buried in the Parish Church at 
Bradford on October 21st, 1635, when he was described 
as ‘ preacher of God’s word at Bradford.’ On 
October 30th, 1650, Faith, daughter of Jeremy Collier, 
‘ late Minister at Bradford,’ was buried, and on 
May 1st, 1657, Sarah, wife of ‘ Jeremiah Collyer, late 
Minister,’ was buried. It may or may not be significant 

(8) Bradford Manor Court Rolls. 
(9) The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), Vol. II, p. 128. Published 

by the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. 
(10) Guiseley Parish Registers, 1584-1720. Transcribed and edited by 

W. E. Preston and J. Hambley Rowe, 1913. 



196 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

that the spelling of Collier’s name in the burial entry 
of his widow agrees with that in the list of the Vicars 
of Elloughton, near Brough, East Yorkshire, where a 
Jeremiah Collyer was Vicar from 1617 to 1622. The 
Vicar of Elloughton*^^^^ says that the list does not state 
whether Collyer vacated the living by death or by 
resignation; neither is this information to be found in 
the Torre Manuscripts.^^^^ We learn, however, that a 
licence was granted for a marriage to be solemnized 
between Jeremiah Collier, clerk. Vicar of Elloughton, 
and Sarah Hopkins, at St. John’s Church, Beverley. 
The Christian name, Sarah, it will be observed, is the 
same as that of the wife of Jeremie Collier who was at 
Stott Hill. Did he leave Elloughton for Bradford? 

Josias Collier, who was of Yeadon, then in the 
parish of Guiseley, had a son named Jeremiah. A Rev. 
Jeremy Collier graduated at Cambridge in 1639-40, and 
from the Ipswich Borough Court Book minutes we learn 
that he was Master of the Grammar School there from 
May, 1662, to May, 1663. The terse character of the 
entries seems to imply that Collier was not a persona 
grata with the school authorities. This Jeremy was the 
father of Jeremy Collier,^^'*^ the eminent ecclesiastical 
historian, non-juror, controversialist and reformer of 
the English stage. In a biography^^^^ of this prominent 
figure in English literary history we are told that his 
father was a clergyman of considerable attainments, 
that his grandfather, whose name, unfortunately, is not 
given, was also a clergyman and ‘ lived at Yeadow 
[Yeadon], near Bradford, Yorkshire,’ and that the 
family was resident in the county in the reign of 
Henry VIH. This last statement is borne out by the 

(11) The Rev. Sidney J. Soady (April, 1932). 
(12) In the Minster Library, York. ■ 
(12) Paver’s Marriage Licences, 1567-1630. Printed in the Journal of 

the Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Vol. XIV, p. 465. 
(14) Alumni Cantabrigienses, I, 372. 
(15) In Jeremy Collier’s Ecclesiastical History of Great Britain, edited 

by Thomas Lathbury, Vol. IX, 1852. 
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fact that the bailiff of Esholt Priory in 1534 was John 
CollierJ^®^ In view of the fact that Jeremy Collier’s 
grandfather was of Yeadon, that a Josias or Josiah 
Collier was a licensed preacher at the time when Jeremy 
was a young man, and that Josias had a son named 
Jeremiah or Jeremy, whose period agrees with that of 
the father of the reformer, it appears almost certain 
that the celebrated pamphleteer was descended from the 
ancient family of Collier, of Yeadon. 

The principal front of Stott Hill Hall contained a 
porch, over which was a carved stone tablet. There 
was also a small date-stone inscribed ‘ J.W.A., 1660.’ 
These initials were those of Jonas Waterhouse, Master 
of Arts, and Anna, his wife. Waterhouse at that time 
was Vicar of Bradford. Both stones have survived the 
demolition, thanks to Matthew Balme, who rescued 
them from destruction. They are at present set in the 
garden wall of a house at Idle. It is not known 
definitely whether Jonas Waterhouse built the Hall or 
acquired it by purchase. The position of the date-stone 
would indicate that he did not build it. This stone rests 
upon a larger and ornamental tablet, a position similar 
to that which, I was informed by Miss Mary Balme, 
daughter of Matthew Balme, it occupied when both 
stones were fixed over the entrance door. The larger 
stone is shown on the water-colour drawing already 
mentioned, but not the date-stone, which would be too 
small to allow of a detailed representation. My theory 
is that Waterhouse found it difficult, if not impossible, 
to have his initials cut on the existing tablet, which is 
of a suitable size for a date-stone, owing to the uneven 
surface caused by the decoration; therefore, he had 
them inscribed on a partially flat-surfaced stone 
immediately above. The initials are cut on the right or 
even half of the stone, which is smaller than the 
customary date-stone. 

(16) The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), Vol. IV, p. 200. 
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The architectural features of the house resembled 
those of mansions built in the first half of the 
seventeenth century, when the projecting porch was in 
vogue. The porch was in the centre of the fagade, a 
feature not common to West Riding halls of this period. 
The Hall was a good example of the type of residence 
built by well-to-do yeomen and clothiers during the 
prosperous times of James I and Charles I, and was 
fairly large, as witness the fact that in the years 1666 
and 1684 Waterhouse paid the Hearth Tax on eight 
hearths. 

Jonas Waterhouse died possessed of much real estate 
in Bradford, including the Stott Hill Hall property. 
His wilh^^^ is dated May 6th, 1715, and he died in the 
year following at the age of ninety years, when he was 
buried in the churchyard at Bradford.By his will 
Waterhouse gave one-half of a capital messuage in 
Bradford, where he lived, and all lands belonging 
thereto, called Upper Ing, Lower Croft adjoining the 
house, Crabtree Ing, Little Paddock above it in the 
Crossland Field, Gledstone Close, Shepheard Close or 
Green Ing Foot, Lower Broad Royd, Upper Broad Royd, 
a little close containing about three parts of a day’s 
work called Wheat Close, the closes called The Bank 
adjoining the Cliffe, Pighill Close and Pease Close. 
These fields, containing in all thirty-nine days’ work, 
were in testator’s possession and were bequeathed to his 
grandchild, Charles Greenwood, who also inherited half 
of a messuage and land in Bradford, called The Croft, 
adjoining the messuage. The Holme, the Carr Ings and 
the Under Clifife, containing seventeen days’ work, to¬ 
gether with an annuity of £5 out of the other moiety. 
After the decease of Greenwood these estates were to 

(U) Printed in Collectanea Bradfordiana, by Abraham Holroyd, 1873, 
pp. 162-3; and in Continuation and Additions to The History of 
Bradford, by John James, 1866, pp. 165-6. 

(18) For further information concerning the Rev. Jonas Waterhouse 
see History of Bradford, by John James, 1866, pp. 198-9, and 
Continuation of this History, pp. 164-7. 
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pass to Joseph Bassnett, another grandchild, to whom 
Waterhouse devised the other of the said estates. 
Waterhouse also gave to his two grandsons named a 
messuage, farm, garden and closes of land called Bolton 
Banks and Stanacres, in Bradford, and a close of land 
called Mountain Croft^^^^ to sell and pay certain legacies. 

In 1720 Benjamin Bartlett, of Bradford, apothecary, 
contracted with Bassnett, whose wife was named 
Hannah, to purchase his interest in the estates men¬ 
tioned for the sum of £1,020, as well as the reversion of 
the other moiety from the decease of Greenwood. The 
parties to this indenture of release were Bassnett, who 
was described as a grocer and ironmonger, of Chester, 
Greenwood, then a bookseller and stationer, of Brad¬ 
ford, Bartlett, William Hird, the younger, of Rawdon, 
yeoman, and John Swaine, of Thackley, yeoman. At 
this time, June 14th, 1720, the premises conveyed were 
or lately were in the occupation of Greenwood, Thomas 
Oates, John Parkinson, William Shepheard, Samuel 
Waterhouse and Christopher Pawson. Bartlett also 
contracted with Greenwood for the purchase of the 
annuity. It was agreed by all the parties to this deed 
that an absolute estate in fee simple of one moiety of 
the said messuages and tenements in possession, and of 
the other moiety thereof in remainder, immediately 
after the decease of Greenwood, be vested in Bartlett. 

On July 16th, 1743, Benjamin Bartlett covenanted 
with Charles Greenwood for the purchase of his interest 
in the messuage, situate in Barkerend, Bradford, in 
the tenure of Benjamin Butler, clerk.Also conveyed 
were Sheppard Close, four closes of land called the Two 
Banks, the Far Banks, the Pighell and Crabtree Close, 
in the possession of Francis Killerby, Abraham 

(19) Mountain Croft was afterwards incorporated in the Bradford 
Parish Churchyard. 

(20) Butler was for fifty years afternoon lecturer at the Bradford 
Parish Church, and for a time headmaster of the Bradford 
Grammar School. 
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Hopkmson and James Rhodes, and containing about 
eighteen days workJ^^^ This estate was formerly the 
inheritance of Jonas Waterhouse. 

Benjamin Bartlett, the new owner of Stott Hill 
Hall, was born on February 9th, 1678, and was the son 
of Joshua Bartlett, a Bradford bookseller. He married 
Elizabeth Green, of Liversedge, on July 16th, 1713. 
Bartlett, who also owned property in Idle and AVestgate, 
Bradford,was a successful apothecary, and lived and 
practised his profession at Stott Hill in a house called 
by William Cudworth “ White House,” behind the Ring 
o Bells Inn. This was Stott Hill Hall under yet another 
name. 

Benjamin Bartlett, junior, also an apothecary, 
succeeded to his father’s estates in 1759. He married 
Martha Heathcote, of Cuthorpe, in Derbyshire, and they 
had one son, Benjamin Newton Bartlett. By the will 
of Benjamin Bartlett, junior, dated February 14th, 1787, 
the estates were bequeathed to his son, who migrated to 
Hertford where he died. His will is dated October 13th, 
1788. He died unmarried, whereupon all the property 
passed to his cousin, Bartlett Gurney, of Norwich, 
banker. 

The Bartletts were a wealthy family and are referred 
to as “ rich Quakers.” There are several entries in the 
Bradford Manor Court rolls of fealties being paid in 
respect of houses and lands in Bradford and Manning- 
ham purchased of the Bartletts. Biographical accounts 
of this family are available elsewhere it is not in¬ 
tended, therefore, to give here particulars of their other 
possessions in the district. 

(21) At this time, the 18th century, a day’s work was equal to three- 
quarters of an acre. 

(22) For a history of the Bartlett family see William Scruton’s 
account in The Bradford Antiquary (Old Series), Vol. I, pp. 187- 
191; The Society of Friends in Bradford, by H. R. Hodgson, 1926; 
Histories of Manningham, Heaton and Allerton, 1896, pp. 58-9, 122, 
and Round About Bradford, 1876, p. 70, both by William Cudworth. 
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An indenture of some interest is that between Bart¬ 
lett Gurney and the Company of Proprietors of the 
Bradford Navigation, dated October 27th, 1791, 
whereby the Company agreed to repair and maintain 
two bridges which they had erected by an agreement 
with Benjamin Bartlett, junior, on February 22nd, 1772. 
The Company also agreed that it should be lawful for 
Gurney’s tenants to pass and repass on foot, or horse¬ 
back, and with waggons, carts and carriages, to and 
from the Town Street in Bradford, over and along the 
road leading to or by the staithes or quay belonging to 
the Company, and by, over and along the towing path 
of the Canal. 

Whilst in the possession of Gurney the Bartlett 
estates were sold to various persons. Joseph Priestley, 
for long associated with the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal Company, purchased the Stott Hill property. This 
was on October 29th, 1791. Bartlett Gurney granted 
to Joseph Priestley, of Bradford, gentleman, the capital 
messuage, buildings and lane adjoining the north or 
north-east side of three closes, also conveyed, at Stott 
Hill for £1,100. 

Stott Hill Hall was then in a very fashionable part 
of the town and the Hall itself betokened that it was 
one of the principal residences in Bradford. Standing 
on an elevated bank, with an uninterrupted view of the 
valley towards Airedale, without a building to mar its 
prospect, the position of the Hall was exceptionally 
favourable. A fine avenue of trees led from the Hall 
to the Parish Church. There is no doubt that it stood 
in a secluded nook, especially as there was no outlet 
for wheel traffic into Bolton Road. According to the 
deeds examined for the purpose of this account, the land 
attached to the mansion included much of that upon 
which Wapping and houses which abut upon Bolton 
Road now stand. By its side ran the old road to Bolton, 
a mere bridle path compared with its present dimensions. 
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By means of the field names mentioned, for example, 
Stanacres, we are able to visualise the former aspect of 
North Wing, then open and pleasant meadows. A hun¬ 
dred years ago, in the days when the Priestleys occupied 
the^ Hall, Stott Hill was still a fashionable place of 
residence, having good houses, tall trees and pleasant 
gardens. 

Unlike Waterhouse and the Bartletts, very little has 
hitherto been known concerning the Priestley family, 
because of the inaccessibility to previous writers of the 
necessary documents. From papers formerly in the 
possession of the Ferrand family, late of St. Ives, Bing- 
ley, we are now able to bring to light much information 
relating to this family. The first one to be mentioned 
in the Ferrand Manuscripts is James Priestley, of Shelf, 
yeoman, who, in 1730, mortgaged to Susannah Wain- 
house, of Halifax, widow, a messuage in Shelf in the 
occupation of Priestley and Margaret Woodhead, and 
a tenement called Upper Mountain. Priestley, on the 
same date, also mortgaged to Mrs. Wainhouse a 
messuage named Longshaw Foot, together with five 
fields, in Shelf. Both these mortgages were redeemed. 

James Priestley had two sons, Joseph and James, and 
to the former he conveyed, in 1738, Longshaw Foot 
and a messuage, with six closes of pasture, at a place 
near Wellhead, on Cockan Edge, Clayton. In this con¬ 
veyance provision was made for the dower of Mary 
Priestley, mother of Joseph. In a deed to declare the 
use of a fine, dated the same year, a messuage called 
Blackmires, in Northowram, is mentioned in addition to 
the Shelf and Clayton properties. 

In 1769 Joseph Priestley, then of Northowram, con¬ 
veyed all his freehold and copyhold lands to his son 
and heir, also named Joseph, of Halifax, gentleman. 
Belonging to the Blackmires estate were four fields, and 
a dwelling-house recently erected by Joseph Priestley, 
the elder. 
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Longshaw Foot was in the lordship of Sir George 
Saville, Wellhead, in that of Samuel Lister and Miss 
Medley, and Blackmires in that of the Osbornes, Dukes 
of Leeds, whose Yorkshire seat was, until the autumn 
of 1929, Hornby Castle, near Bedale, 

Mention will be made shortly of Stone Chair, a 
hamlet lying between Northowram and Shelf, both of 
which townships were then in the parish of Halifax. 
It appears from a paper in the Ferrand documents 
that the Priestleys owned property there. There is a 
memorandum that in August^ 1785, land was taken to 
widen the road at Stone Chair, and an account shows 
that 215 square yards, at threepence a square yard, were 
taken. 

Joseph Priestley, described as of Halifax, was the 
one who in 1791 purchased Stott Hill Hall. He was a 
man of marked ability, and at the early age of twenty- 
five years was appointed superintendent of the Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal, a post which he held for nearly 
fifty years. He was styled variously as agent, clerk, 
manager and secretary of the Company. There is a 
summons to Priestley to attend the Court Baron of 
Benjamin Rawson, lord of the manor of Bradford, to 
do suit and service and pay lord’s rent. A memorandum 
on the back of the summons appears to relate to the 
lord’s rent he had to pay. For Stott Hill, late Bartlett’s 
estate, it was eight shillings and sevenpence, and for a 
field lying at the back of North Wing, in Underclifife 
Lane, which he had bought of Thomas Skelton, to whom 
reference will be made later, he had to pay elevenpence. 

By his will, dated March 14th, 1817, the year in 
which he died, Priestley left to each of the children of 
his deceased daughter, Sarah, who had married John 
Robert Ogden, £100 at twenty-one years of age. The 
remainder of his personal estate and all farms and lands 
he left to his son, John. This son was a man of some 
importance in the social life of Bradford, and during 
his occupancy of Stott Hill Hall it was the centre of 
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‘ light and leading ’ in the town. As he held a com¬ 
mission in the 32nd Regiment of Foot, he was popularly 
known as Captain John Priestley, and two nearby 
streets. Captain Street and Priestley Street, are said to 
have been named after him. 

From an indenture of 1825, which relates to a 
covenant for the production of title deeds, we learn that 
John Priestley and Mary, his wife, on September 7th, 
1824, sold to John and Joseph Gawthrop, or Gawthorp, 
of or near Dean Stones, in Northowram, the estate 
called ‘ Blackmires, otherwise Dean Stones.’ Certain 
deeds relating to this property, before it came into the 
possession of the Priestley family, were to be produced. 
The first one is dated 1628 and is a deed of partition 
between Lawrence Whitaker and Ann, his wife, William 
Field and Susan, his wife, and George Fearnley and 
Sara, his wife. An indenture dated 1640 mentions as 
the parties Susan Field, widow, Lawrence and Ann 
Whitaker, Sara Fearnley, widow, Matthew Sowden, of 
Cockham, in Bra.dford-dale, yeoman, George Whiteley, 
of Northowram, yeoman, and John, his son. Between 
the hamlet of Stone Chair and the village of Oueens- 
bury lies Dean Stones Farm. The Blackmires property 
is that now called Dean Stones Farm. 

In 1825 a public house and land, occupied by Charles 
Stockwell, together with cottages and a croft, all of 
which were situate at Stone Chair, were conveyed. 
Documents relating to this estate of the Priestleys’ date 
from 1730 to 1801. 

On April 8th, 1828, John Priestley and William 
Skelton conveyed to the trustees of the Bradford Parish 
Church Schools a triangular piece of land at Stott Hill. 
It measured about 580 square yards, and was bounded 
on the north-east by Stott Hill and on the west by 
Bolton Road. 

By his will, dated June 18th, 1822, John Priestley 
appointed his brother-in-law, William Skelton, of 
Bradford, Lieutenant-Colonel, 2nd Regiment of West 
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Riding Militia, and Joseph Priestley, of Wakefield, 
gentlemen, his executors. Captain Priestley devised to 
these two, upon trust, all his freehold and copyhold lands 
to be sold by them. The will provided for an annuity 
of £250 to his wife, Mary, whose maiden name was 
Skelton. A codicil to the will was made on April 29th, 
1831. Lieutenant-Colonel Skelton had died in the 
meantime, and his place as an executor was taken by 
John Joseph William Priestley, the testator’s eldest son. 
The will was proved at York by Thomas Hill Horsfall, 
of Manningham House, esquire,^a son-in-law of Captain 
Priestley’s, and Charles Priestley, gentleman, a son of 
the testator, as the executors named had renounced 
probate. 

Eight children were living at the time of John 
Priestley’s decease, namely, John Joseph William, of 
Harrogate, esquire, who died about the year 1850; 
Charles, who married Katherine Maria, daughter of 
Currer Fothergill Busfeild and Sarah, his wife, formerly 
Ferrand, and who died about the year 1840; Henry, 
who died a bachelor on August 24th, 1847; Samuel 
Skelton, described as of Malton; Ann Greenwood, who 
married Horsfall, already mentioned; Mary Elizabeth, 
who married, on November 10th, 1832, .Johnson 
Atkinson Busfeild, of Upwood, Bingley, solicitor; 
Sarah, who married in 1831 William Busfeild, of St. 
Ives, Harden, brother of Johnson Atkinson and 
Katherine Maria Busfeild; and Caroline Emily, who 
married, first, Thomas Milnthorpe, of Harrogate, 
surgeon, and for her second husband, Robert Morrison, 
of Rievaulx, gentleman. 

Charles Priestley had one son, Edward, to whom 
reference will be made later. Mary Elizabeth Busfeild 
had issue four sons and four daughters, one of the sons 
being the late William Ferrand, of St. Ives, Harden, 
near Bingley. Sarah Busfeild, who died in December 
of the year following her marriage, had a son and a 
daughter, Samuel Skelton Priestley had one son and 
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three daughters. The son was Charles Skelton Priestley, 
of Harrogate, gentleman; and the daughters were Mary 
Ann, who married Thomas Ewbank Brayshaw; Frances 
Sarah, who married John Francis Turner, of Starbeck, 
about the year 1863; and Christiana, who married 
William Walton, also of Starbeck, gentleman. 

By an indenture dated April 8th, 1835, between 
Mary Priestley, widow, and Thomas Chapman, of Gil- 
stead, esquire, who had been appointed a trustee of the 
Priestley estate, of the first part and John Swithenbank, 
of Bradford, heald-maker, of the other part, a parcel 
of ground at Stott Hill was conveyed to Swithenbank. 
This land was bounded on the south by a public road, 
on the west by property belonging to Joseph Wheatley, 
esquire, and the new turnpike road leading from Brad¬ 
ford to Fccleshill, on the east by a certain intended 
street or passage of three yards wide, adjoining to the 
premises belonging to the trustees of the Parish Church 
Sunday School, and on the north by a certain intended 
street of eight yards wide. There were also conveyed 
four cottages, a joiner’s shop and stable then built on 
part of the ground and in the occupation of Swithen¬ 
bank, David Stead, Isaac Wood, Benjamin Binns and 
Henry Fearnley. The street, when made, was to be used 
by Swithenbank and his tenants, in common with all 
other persons who may choose to pass thereon. 

The will of Mary, widow of John Priestley, was 
dated at Harrogate on July 30th, 1855. To her daughter, 
Caroline Fmily Milnthorpe, she left her personal effects, 
furniture, pictures, plate and other furnishings. Her 
executors were Caroline Milnthorpe and James Powell, 
of Harrogate, who were directed to convert the real 
and the residue of the personal estate into money 
and to divide it into five equal shares. One share 
she left to her daughter, Mary Elizabeth Busfeild; one 
to her son, Samuel Skelton Priestley; one to her grand¬ 
son, Edward Priestley; and the remaining two-fifths to 
her daughter, Caroline, The will mentions the sale, in 
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the year 1836, of Stott Hill House and adjoining 
premises to her son, Charles, for £1,850, of which sum 
only £700 had been paid when he died, and that she had 
given to each of her children entitled to the purchase 
money of the Stott Hill estate left unpaid by her son 
sums out of her own money. A codicil dated Decem¬ 
ber 27th, 1856, revokes the appointment of the executors 
of her will, and substitutes Samuel Skelton Priestley, 
Mary Elizabeth Busfeild and Caroline Emily Miln- 
thorpe, widow. Mary Priestley died at Harrogate on 
December 21st, 1858. Probate was granted at Wake¬ 
field, the son, Samuel, being then described as of Norton, 
Yorkshire. 

Captain John Priestley married Mary Skelton, who 
belonged to a north Yorkshire family, some of which 
settled in Bradford in the eighteenth century and 
became influential figures in both the social and business 
life of the town. The Skeltons came to Bradford in the 
early days of the industrial revolution, and were among 
those who helped to lay the foundations of the trade 
of the town. They are mentioned in records of the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century, and in a 
directory of Bradford in 1792^^^^ they are described as 
merchants. With the exception of Mary Priestley, the 
Skeltons were never owners of Stott Hill Hall, but they 
were intimately associated with it, and, therefore, some 
treatment of them is quite fitting in this account. Par¬ 
ticularly is this so as this family has never received the 
notice it deserves from Bradford historians and 
genealogists because, again, of the inaccessibility of 
documents. 

The family was settled at Bulmer, in the North 
Riding of Yorkshire, in the early eighteenth century, 
and later became possessed of considerable property m 
and near Pickering through, it would appear, the mar¬ 
riage of Samuel Skelton, who afterwards settled at 
Barkerend, with Mary Jackson, of Pickering, about the 
(23) In the Public Reference Library, Bradford. 
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year 1770. The Jacksons were a landowning family in 
the Pickering district in the first quarter of the seven¬ 
teenth century, but as they do not enter into this account 
of Stott Hill Hall details of their estates are not given; 
they all appear, however, to have been in and around 
the ancient town of Pickering, and one was in the 
immediate vicinity of the castle. 

By the will of Mary Hayes, of Bulmer, spinster, 
dated February 11th, 1736, she left to her nephew, 
Samuel Skelton, of Bulmer, a farm there called Scalk- 
hills. To the Rev. Bernard Lewis, of Castle Howard, 
whom she appointed trustee, she gave the manor of 
Bulmer, and farms and lands situate at Bulmer and 
Sledmire, upon trust for William Skelton, who was then 
a minor, son of the said Samuel. The will mentions a 
wood in Bulmer called Brandrith. By this will, there¬ 
fore, the Skelton family became possessed of the manor 
of Bulmer and property elsewhere. 

The will of Elizabeth Skelton, widow of the afore¬ 
said Samuel, was dated at Pickering in 1787. William, 
her son, who inherited the manor of Bulmer from his 
great-aunt, had, apparently, died before this date for he 
is not mentioned. The children named in the will are 
Samuel, Thomas, Ralph, Christiana, and Clare, wife of 
William Hayes, of Middleton, probably the village of 
that name near Pickering. 

The last-named Samuel was the one who married 
Mary Jackson, both of whom, a few years after their 
marriage, migrated to Bradford. They had fourteen 
children whose names appear in the pedigree subjoined. 
Samuel Skelton was a merchant in partnership with his 
brother, Thomas, and Francis Simes in 1792, but for 
how long before that year is not known; it is likely 
that it was some fifteen years as his brother was in 
Bradford in 1777, and his daughter, Mary, afterwards 
the wife of Captain John Priestley, was baptized at 
Pickering in 1775. Samuel’s will is dated at Barkerend, 
April 26th, 1792, and by it he bequeathed his lands, 
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messuages, cottages and warehouses in Pickering or 
elsewhere to his wife, Mary. 

According to the Bradford Manor Court rolls 
Thomas Skelton in 1777 ‘ paid his fealty ’ for tenements 
in Barkerend which he had purchased of Mrs. Holgate, 
of Leeds, widow. Six years later we find him described 
as a merchant, in which year Henry Wickham and 
Joshua Field, of Leeds, bankers, transferred to him 
shares in the Leeds and Liverpool Canal Company at 
£36/10/0 a share. Thomas Skelton, who was appointed 
a Deputy-Lieutenant for the West Riding of Yorkshire 
on August 11th, 1803, lived in a large house, with an 
extensive garden, in Hall Ings, Bradford, opposite the 
present St. George’s Hall. On September 7th, 1815, 
Skelton made his will, in which he mentions his nieces, 
Mary Priestley and Christiana, wife of Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Bennett. To his nephews, John Fowell 
Buxton Skelton and Charles Jackson Skelton, and his 
nieces, Anne and Harriet Skelton, he left £1,000 each. 
He also gave £20 each to his servants, Betty and 
Hannah Balme. At his death his estate was worth 
about £22,000. 

Another son of Samuel Skelton, of Buhner, of whom 
we have any knowledge is Ralph. In 1770 he made a 
will wherein he is described as of Pickering, gentleman, 
but this was revoked by one he made on June 27th, 1801, 
in the colony of Demerara, West Indies, whence he had 
emigrated in the meantime. He was a cotton planter. 
By his will he left twenty-five guilders to the Church 
and poor of Demerara; £1,000 to the children of 
William and Clare Hayes, his sister; £1,000 to the heirs 
of John and Mary Eagle, his sister, of Bradford; 1,000 
guilders to his brother, Thomas, of Bradford; to his 
nephew, Thomas, resident with him in the division of 
Mahaicony in Demerara, and son of his brother, Samuel, 
also of Bradford, one-fourth part of his messuage and 
plantation called Yorkshire Hall Plantation; and to his 
said brother, Samuel, the remaining three-fourths share 
of his estate in Demerara. 
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It is of interest to know that this cotton plantation is 
still in existence under that name, Yorkshire Hall.'^^'*^ 
It was figured on a chart made in 1796, but at that time 
it bore no name. On July 7th, 1801, John and Benjamin 
Hopkinson conveyed to Ralph Skelton ‘ the concession 
situate between the Mahaica and Mahaicony Creeks 
known on the general chart as Number 27, now a cotton 
plantation named Yorkshire Hall, bounded on the east 
by the plantation named Raisonnable and on the west 
by plantation Drill, belonging to Messrs. Benjamin 
Hopkinson and James Smith, the said cotton plantation 
Yorkshire Hall being 100 roods fagade by 750 roods in 
depth and containing 250 acres of land, more or less, 
with the slaves thereon.’ The appellation, ‘ Yorkshire 
Hall,’ was probably given to the plantation either by the 
Hopkinsons, themselves Yorkshiremen, or by Skelton. 
Unfortunately, no schedule giving the number and 
names of the slaves is attached to the conveyance. In 
a guide to the district, published in 1832, Yorkshire Hall, 
in the parish of St. Mary, is described as a cattle farm. 
It is not listed as having any slaves at the time and its 
owner is stated to be J. T. Hopkinson. If the informa¬ 
tion contained in the local guide is correct then 
Yorkshire Hall passed out of the possession of the 
Skelton family between the years 1823 and 1832 for, by 
Mary Skelton’s will, proved in the former year, she 
bequeathed her three-fourths part of the plantation to 
three sons, one of whom, Thomas, had already received 
the other fourth share from his uncle, Ralph Skelton. 
Thomas Skelton was living at Bradford in 1827, and in 
view of this fact it is quite probable that they had sold 
Yorkshire Hall even before the latter year. 

Proceeding with an account of this plantation we 
find that in 1842 it was referred to as ‘ the abandoned 

(24) Memorandum of information relating to Y'orkshire Hall Planta¬ 
tion supplied by the Colonial Secretary, British Guiana, by whose 
courtesy I am able to present these interesting facts concerning 
this one-time very remote property of the Skelton family. 
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plantation Yorkshire Hall.’ The eastern half was sub 
divided into lots and sold in 1849 to men who had, 
probably, been slaves there before the liberation in 1833. 
Their names are Success Jonathan, Yatto Brandes, Paul 
Johnny, Cockroy Yatto, King Campbell, Thomas Joseph, 
Franky Joseph, Joseph Joseph and Toby Jacob. The 
present owners of the eastern half of the plantation 
appear to be the heirs of Success Jonathan, Thomas 
Joseph, Franky Joseph, Joseph Joseph, Toby Jacob and 
Jose Ferreira. In 1897 the western half, which was 
then the property of D. Mortimer Hopkinson and 
J. O. Sarlat, was sold. This half now belongs to the 
estate of Madray, deceased. 

Mary Skelton, formerly Jackson, lived at ^ Little 
Horton, Bradford, when she made her will on 
January 30th, 1822. To her three sons, William, 
Thomas and Charles Jackson Skelton, she left her three- 
fourths part of the cotton plantation mentioned, as well 
as all the negroes and slaves thereon. In addition she 
gave them £500 each, which sum she also bequeathed to 
her other son, John Fowell Buxton Skelton, and her 
two youngest daughters, Anne and Harriet. 

We now pass on to the children of Samuel and Mary 
Skelton, of Barkerend. William was a man of some 
importance locally as may be realised from the following 
brief biography. In 1798 he was appointed Game- 
keeper for the manor of Oxenhope by Thomas, Lord 
Grey de Wilton, Sir Francis Lindley Wood, Baronet, 
and the Rev. Edward Balme, lords of the manor. Three 
years later he was appointed a commissioner to take bail 
in the northern counties, and in the same year, 1801, 
he became a Captain-Lieutenant in the Bradford 
Volunteers. In the year 1803 he received a captaincy 
in the 2nd Regiment of West Riding Militia; twelve 
years later he was promoted Major, and on Septem¬ 
ber 20th, 1820, he became Lieutenant-Colonel, with com¬ 
mand of his Regiment. He had already, in 1807, at the 
early age of thirty-three, been appointed a Deputy 
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Lieutenant for the West Riding". A directory of Brad¬ 
ford for the year 1822 informs us that William Skelton 
resided in Horton Lane. His will is dated December 
12th, 1827. The trustees appointed were his brothers, 
Thomas, of Bradford, the one who had been a planter 
in the West Indies, and Charles, also of Bradford, 
solicitor, and sometime of York, and his ‘ good friends ’ 
Francis Simes, esquire, and Henry Harris, banker, both 
of Bradford. To his sisters, Anne and Harriet, he gave 
£^00 each in the event of Mrs. Anne Skelton, of London, 
widow of his uncle, Thomas, not leaving her two nieces 
named £500_ which she had promised to do. We find 
from his will that Lieutenant-Colonel Skelton had a 
house in Trafalgar Street, Leeds, which he left to his 
‘ dear friend,’ Elizabeth Payne. 

Thomas Skelton, late of Demerara and Bradford, 
afterwards lived at Bath Street, Leamington, where he 
died a bachelor and intestate on April 17th, 1854. At 
the time of his death his only next-of-kin were his 
brother, Charles,, and sister, Mary Priestley. 

Christiana Skelton, who married Captain (after¬ 
wards Lieutenant-Colonel) John Bennett, of the 32nd 
Regiment of Foot, by her will dated at Harrogate, 
June 22nd, 1846, provided for the maintenance and 
education of Edward, son of Charles Priestley, who had 
been ‘ shamefully restricted by his mother from all inter¬ 
course with his late father’s family.’ The boy’s mother 
married for her second husband, Edward Pellew Davies. 
Mrs. Bennett and her sister, Anne, were living together 
when this will was made, under which Mary Priestley 
and her three daughters, Mary, Ann and Caroline, were 
also beneficiaries. 

Anne Skelton, of Harrogate, spinster, by a codicil 
dated October 22nd, 1849, three months before she died, 
left £5,000 to her sister, Mary Priestley. 

The only remaining member of this family to notice 
is Charles Jackson Skelton, who, in 1829, was practising 
as an attorney in Kirkgate, Bradford. At his decease 
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in 1862 he was living at Milverton, near Leamington 
Priors. He left his house, called ‘ Buxton Villa,’ to his 
wife, Leah, and after her decease to his great-nephew, 
William, son of Johnson Atkinson Busfeild. This 
William was the late William Ferrand, of St. Ives, who 
died a few years ago. Charles Jackson Skelton also 
bequeathed £50 to the Bradford Infirmary. 

We now return to Stott Hill Hall which, as we have 
seen, was purchased by Charles Priestley of his mother 
in April, 1836. The indenture of 1835, already men¬ 
tioned, concerned, among other things, an intended 
street of eight yards in width. The making of this 
street, which provided an outlet into Bolton Road, 
necessitated the removal of part of the boundary wall 
south-west of the Hall, as it cut through the garden in 
one place to a depth of over two yards. The principal 
front of the Hall faced south-south-east, and to this 
front the thoroughfare known as Stott Hill formerly 
led. There was a footpath to the right, facing the house, 
which gave access to North. Wing, up what is now 
North Street. 

Stott Hill Hall and adjoining premises were pur¬ 
chased in September, 1843, by Michael Milner, a 
prosperous Bradford tailor and draper, who had 
premises in Market Street. His grandfather was John 
Milner, who married Judith Laycock, of the Church 
Steps Inn, Bradford. They had a son, Joshua, a tailor 
and draper, designated ‘ first-class,’ who married Mary, 
daughter of Michael Horsfall, of Denholme. They had 
issue Martha, John, Michael, Thomas, Mary, who 
married Matthew Balme, Joshua, William and 
Elizabeth, both of whom died in infancy, James, Emma, 
Ellen and Charles.*'^^^ 

(25) Miss Mary Balme, daughter of Matthew and Mary Balme, 
furnished the names of the children of Joshua and Mary Milner; 
she also gave me access to her papers relating to the Hall frorn 
the time it became the property of Uhe Milner family. Miss 
Balme was born in 1843, and died on January 27th, 1932. 
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According- to an abstract of title Michael Milner 
u-H u f I’OSO, the ‘ mansion house ’ called ‘ Stott 
Hill House, formerly in the occupation of John 
Priestley, afterwards of Charles Priestley and Joseph 
Watson, but ‘ then of Mrs. Denbigh, — Kirby, Henry 
Eastwood,^ Robert Taylor, — Whitehead and David 
Mallinson. The occurrence of these names suggests that 
the old Hall was then divided into tenements. There 
were also granted two messuages and dwelling-houses, 
adjoining the mansion, occupied by David Mallinson 
and Rose Taylor, and all other lands which, by 
indentures of lease and release of August 12th and 13th, 
1836, were conveyed by way of mortgage to John Ken¬ 
dall, Ralph Markland and John Scott. The property 
thereby conveyed contained 2,177 square yards. These 
premises were bounded on the east and north by a plot 
of ground then built upon and the property of Francis 
Atkinson, William Binns and James Fearnley, on the 
south by an intended street nine yards wide, and on the 
west by the road leading to the Bradford Parish Church. 
The pew seat or sitting on the south side of the middle 
aisle of the Church, and numbered 10 on the plan of the 
sittings, then used by Riehard Newby, was also 
conveyed. 

By his will dated August 9th, 1833, Milner left all 
his lands and tenements to his wife, Betsy, or Elizabeth, 
and after her decease to his mother, Mary Milner, if she 
should outlive his wife. After the demise of his mother 
and wife his estate was to pass, in equal portions, to his 
three sisters, Mary Balme, Emma and Ellen Milner. 
Michael Milner died on August 23rd, 1847. 

In 1873 the death-knell of Stott Hill Hall was 
sounded when the Bradford Corporation included it with 
other property scheduled for street improvements. The 
principal feature of this scheme was that by construct¬ 
ing a new street from Bolton Road to Captain Street 
and continuing the latter street to Stott Hill, a con¬ 
tinuous thoroughfare would be secured between Bolton 



PEDIGREE OF PRIESTLEY, OF SHELF AND BRADFORD 

John Joseph William = Henrietta — 
esquire, of Harrogate; will 
dated November 16th, 1845; 

proved at York, 
September 27th, 1852. 

Ann Greenwood = Thomas Hill Horsfall, 
esquire, of Manning- 
ham House, Bradford; 
living in 1833. 

dfd:, 

James Priestley 
yeoman; living at 

Shelf, 1730. 

Mary 

I 
Joseph 

yeoman; living at Shelf, 
1738, 

Nofthowram, 1769. 

Grace Morris James 

Joseph ' 
gentleman; living at Halifax, 
1769, Bradford, 1791; will 

dated March 14th, 1817; 
proved at York, 

January 12th, 1818. 

I 
Sarah John Robert Ogden, 

Lieutenant, 
Bradford Volunteers. 

Issue 

John 
gentleman, of Stott Hill 
Hall, Bradford; Captain 
32nd Regiment of Foot 
died September 6th, 1832 
will dated June 18th, 1822 
proved at York, June 21st, 

1833. 

Mary Skelton 
daughter of Samuel Skelton, 
of Barkerend, Bradford; died 
December 21st, 1858; will 
dated at Harrogate, July 30th, 
1855; proved at Wakefield, 

January 21st, 1859. 

Charles ■ 
married September 24th, 1831; 

died about 1840. 

Katherine Maria Busfeild 
(2) Edward Peliew Davies, 
esquire, January 6th, 1842. 

Edward Priestley 

=Johnson Atkinson Busfeild, 
solicitor, of Upwood, Bingley; 
J.P.; born January 7th, 1814; 
died September 19th, 1882. 

Issue 
Four sons; four daughters. 

Mary Elizabeth 
married 

November 10th, 1832. 

I 
Sarah 

married in 1831 ; 
died Dec. 3rd, 183Z 

William Busfeild, of St. 
Ives, Bingley; M.P. for 
Knaresborough, 1841-47; 
J.P. and D.L.; born April 
26th, 1809; assumed, by 
sign manual, the surname 
and arms of Ferrand, in 

addition to those of 
Busfeild. 

I: 
Henry 

died unmarried and 
intestate Ajug. 24th, 
1847; letters of ad¬ 
ministration granted 

to his mother 
May Sth, 1848. 

of 
Samuel Skelton 

Malton and Norton. 

Issue 
One son; one daughter. 

Mary Ann = Thomas Ewbank Brayshaw Frances Sarah 
married about 1863. 

John Francis Turner, 
of Starbeck; died 
November, 1882. 

I 
Christiana = William Walton, 

gentleman, of Starbeck. 

Caroline Emily = (1) Thomas Milnthorpe, 
surgeon, of Harrogate; 

(2) Robert Morrison, gentle¬ 
man, of Rievaulx; died 
November Sth, 1887. 

Emily Milnthorpe 

Charles Skelton, 
gentleman, 

of Harrogate. 
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PEDIGREE OF SKELTON, OF PICKERING AND BRADFORD 

■■ilW' 

William 
inherited from Miss Mary 
Hayes, of Bulmer, his great- 
aunt, the manor of Bulmcr; 
a minor in 1736; o.s.p. 

Samuel 
of Pickering; a minor in 
1736; settled at Barkerend, 
in Bradford ; inherited part 

of his brother 
Ralph’s estate in Demerara; 
will dated April 26th, 1792; 
proved December 7th, 1807. 

Mary Jackson 
of Pickering; will dated 
January 30th, 1822; proved 
at York, July 17th, 1823. 

Ralph 
living at Pickering; 1770; 
afterwards of the colony 
of Demerara; will dated 
at Demerara, June 27th, 
1801; o.s.p. 

Elizabeth 
born 

November 9th, 
1772. 

I 
William 

born January 14th, 1774; 
Lieut.-Col., 2nd Regt. of 
West Riding Militia; will 
dated December 12th, 1827; 
proved at York, April 29th, 

1829; died unmarried. 

Mary 
born March 10th, 177S; 
baptized at Pickering, 

April 4th, 1775. 

John Priestley 
of Stott Hill 
Hall, Bradford. 

Samuel 
born May 4th, 

1776. 

Issue 

Thomas * 
born September 19th, 1777; 
inherited a part of his 
uncle Ralph’s estate in 
Demerara; living at Brad¬ 
ford in 1827; died un¬ 
married and intestate at 
Leamington, April 17th, 

1854. 

Samuel Skelton 
of Bulmer, CO. York, 1736, 
and Pickering. 

Elizabeth — 
a widow in 1787; will 
dated February 17th, 1787; 
proved at York, 
August 5th, 1788. 

Clare = William Hayes 
a minor in 1736; married I of Middleton, 

before 1770. | 
Issue 

I 
Thomas = 

living at Bradford, 1777; 
Deputy-Lieutenant for the 
West Riding; will dated 

September 7th, 1815; 
proved June 7th, 1817; died 

November 12th, 1816; 
o.s.p. 

Anne — 
living at London 
in 1827. 

Christiana = Ore Mary 
married before 1770. 

■John Eagle 
of Bradford, 
lawyer. 

John 
o.s.p. 

Mary Ann Sarah Maria 

John 
born March 28th, 

1779. 

I 
Christiana = 

born March 14th, 1780; 
will dated at Harro¬ 
gate, June 22nd, 1846; 
died December 29th, 

1846. 

John Bennett 
Lieut.-Colonel, 32nd 
Regt. of Foot; will 
dated Sept. 14th, 1803. 

I 
Henry 

born May 21st, 
1781. 

I 
Richard 

born September 24th, 
1782, 

i 
John Fowell Buxton 
born November 9th, 

1783 

i I 
i Anne 

born October 1st, 1785; 
dieej at Harrogate, 
January 7th, 1850; 

will dated January 17th, 
1847;' proved at York, 

April 18th, 1850. 

Charles Jackson = 
born October 16th, 1787; 

solicitor, of Bradford; 
formerly of York; died at 
Milverton, co. Warwick, 

October 24th, 1862; will 
dated August 26th, 1859; 
proved at Birmingham, 
November 18th, 1862. 

Leah — 
(2) John Ellis. 
She died 
May 31st, 1887. 

born 
Harriet 
February 2nd, 

1789. 

Clara 
living in 1787. 
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Road and Leeds Road. As some indication of where 
the Hall stood it may be said that almost the whole width 
of Captain Street, a short distance from where it joins 
Stott Hill, cut through the eastern half of the house. 
Stott Hill Hall had, therefore, to be demolished and 
thereby succumb to the exigencies of a later era. A 
notice to treat respecting property involved in the 
scheme, dated December 15th, 1875, was issued to 
Matthew Balme, Miss Balme, John Shepherd and Emma, 
his wife, formerly Milner, and Joshua Milner, who had 
inherited his sister Ellen’s portion. The price paid by 
the Corporation for the Hall and adjoining premises was 
£7,000. 

Built probably in the romantic days when Charles 
the First was King, the Hall was occupied successively 
by men of religion, medicine and business. It witnessed 
the phenomenal growth of Bradford from little more 
than a village to a town of the front rank in the world 
of commerce. Its importance as a residence began to 
wane after Captain Priestley’s death, when the Hall 
became hemmed in by buildings. Some Bradfordians 
can remember it, but only as a common and rather 
notorious lodging-house, for that was the purpose 
it served for some years before its demolition in 1877. 
This account must, therefore, also close on a note of 
regret, that such a fine old residence, one of the most 
picturesque of the many that once adorned the town, 
should come to such an ignominious end. 



216 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

HEATON-cum-CLAYTON. 

Terms of Agreement^^^ Establisht and settled be¬ 
twixt and amongst the town officers and inhabitants of 
Heaton-cum-Clayton touching the joint Management 
of theire Affaires relateing to the Poor: — 

That the Overseers of the Poor and two or three at 
most of the Principall inhabitants out of each Hamlet 
meet every two monthes to view the State of the Poor, 
increase or Mitigate theire allowances give or recieve 
Certificates, put out poor Apprentices, and amicably join 
in makeing Rates, passing accounts and other nescessary 
acts relateing to the poor. 

That all these meetings shall be at Nine of the Clock in 
the morning in one of the Hamletts, and after the viewing 
the poor in that Hamlet the Company to part for two 
hours, dine at theire respective habitations, meeting 
againe about two in ye afternoon in the other Hamlet 
to carry on the same businesse, which being ended, each 
overseer shall expend and pay for himselfe and those he 
takes with him four pence apiece and use more to be 
allowed by the Town. 

That the first meeting every year be on the first day of 
June if it happen not on a Sunday, but if it soe happen 
then the day following, and commence at Heaton and 
end at Clayton, and the second meeting to commence 
at Clayton and end at Heaton and soe alternately every 
two monthes. 

That noe Overseer in either Hamlet presume to disburse 
anything to the poor but according to his View Bill except 
in case of sicknesse and with the consent of such townes- 
men in his Hamlet as assisted at the foregoeing View, 
or by order of some Justice of Peace, and that the 
Overseers mutually communicate to each other and to 
the townsmen at theire next meeting an honest account 
of theire disbursements and proceedeings in theire office 
that the good and welfare of the whole Township may 
be better consulted and promoted. 

(1) From the Hailstone collection of manuscripts in the Minster Library, 
York. 

(2) Period of George I. 



THE YEOMAN-CLOTHIER OF THE 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY: 

HIS HOME AND HIS LOOM-SHOP. 

A Study of the Inventories contained in the 

Bradford Local Record Series, Vol I. 

W. B. Crump, M.A 

SCATTERED amongst the hills between Bradford- 
dale and Keighley, and away from the main 
roads of modern times, lie the old homesteads of 

the Stuart yeomen, whose wills, long preserved at St. 
Ives, have been published by the Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society as Vol. 1. of its ‘ Local Record 
Series.’ To transcribe numerous documents of this 
nature calls for much patience and enthusiasm, and 
Mr. W. E. Preston, who has undertaken all this and 
seen the first instalment through the press, is to be 
sincerely congratulated on the great value and interest 
of the material he has placed at the service of local 
historians. 

It is often thought, and sometimes said, that the 
great industrial towns of the North have no history 
but are merely products of the Industrial Revolution. 
There is one aspect of truth in the criticism for they lack 
the appeal and charm of the old cathedral cities and 
ancient corporate towns. Yet mere bigness is no 
criterion either of the past or the present. No places, 
save London, were really populous in Elizabethan days, 
and those that have refused or failed to expand retain 
in greater measure their historic aspect. The great 
cities and county boroughs of to-day, rejoicing like 
giants in their bulk, have sacrificed much and the little 
that survives is often degraded or submerged in the full 
tide of modern industrialism. But that does not rob 
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them of their history, but only of their historic aspect. 
It needs more imagination to picture the past, but the 
records exist and it is the function of such societies as 
this to bring them to the light. The records may appear 
very trivial and even very dull sometimes, and they may 
concern only very humble people. But life is a round of 
trivialities, and the very essence of social history is the 
life of the common people. It is reflected by a thousand 
facets and from none more brilliantly than from a 
body of wills and inventories such as these. They 
illumine the work-a-day world around Bradford early 
in the seventeenth century, and reveal the domestic 
clothier—the old-style manufacturer—in his home and 
his loom-shop. 

How these documents came to be preserved at St. 
Ives, above Bingley, and how they all relate to the free 
tenants of the scattered houses that were once in the 
possession of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, 
within their Preceptory of Newland, and thereafter 
became a manor, subject from 1615 to the Sunderlands 
of Coley, and from 1735 to the Ferrands of St. Ives, 
has been explained in the Introduction. The lands and 
homesteads lie in various townships; one group is in 
Thornton and Allerton, another in Cottingley, and a 
third in Bingley, so that they are scattered on the hills 
to the north-west of Bradford. But these are neigh¬ 
bouring townships and had very much in common, so 
that the testators may be taken as representative of the 
folks who lived and earned their living three centuries 
ago in a district on the outskirts of Bradford and on 
the side that has been least changed by the growth of 
population. Indeed, hamlets like Beckfoot, Eldwick 
and Thwaites are still secluded and rural in character, 
and there is more than a sprinkling of seventeenth 
century houses with their lands intact to be found up 
and down the whole area. 

Another district to the east of Bradford also con¬ 
tributes to the collection, but Pudsey has been so much 
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industrialised that it is hopeless now to expect to recover 
the flavour or atmosphere of the seventeenth century 
within its bounds. There is also a distinct, though 
slight, difference to be traced in the inventories of the 
Pudsey clothers that makes it advisable to keep them 
apart as they relate to the Leeds rather than the 
Bradford industry. 

Wills such as these deal in the main with personalty, 
and therefore do not often disclose the amount or the 
nature of the real estate passing at the death of the 
testator. But it is evident from the inventories that 
in nearly every case there was land attached to the house 
and that almost everyone was engaged in its cultivation. 
Occasionally, the testator is described as ‘ husbandman ’ 
and frequently as ‘ yeoman,’ either owning or leasing the 
land which he cultivated. The ‘ clothier ’ appears less 
frequently, but even when the name is not applied it is 
clear that the man was a clothier. He was indeed 
sometimes described both as yeoman and clothier. Only 
at Eldwick does he become scarce, and even there the 
small yeoman or husbandman had a loom in his house. 
Eldwick also had a tailor in the person of ‘ William 
Beane of Helwicke, batchler ’ (p. 116). His business 
is revealed by his stock-in-trade ‘ three score and 
fiftiene yards of hardin cloth,’ and his tools ‘ three payre 
of sheares, two pressinge irons and one yeard wand ’ 
followed by a lengthy list of customers in his debt. His 
tastes are revealed by ‘ one treble vyall ’ or fiddle, two 
brass dials, and ‘ certeyne books ’ to the value of 
£3/10/0, quite a library, that he left to a nephew. He 
probably lived in his mother’s home, but he possessed, 
along with his shop or tenement, a horse and a cow and 
‘ a parte of certeyne meane come,’ which must be a 
share in the produce of the common field of Eldwick 
by right of his tenement. 

The only other trades represented are the black¬ 
smith’s and the tanner’s. The earliest will (1600) with 
which the volume opens, is that of Thomas Butterfield, 
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the blacksmith of Cottingley, who bequeathed all the 
gear and tools in his smithy to another blacksmith, but 
reserved his ‘ stythye ’ (the anvil) probably for his 
brother, also a blacksmith, at East Keswick. A much 
more important man was Robert Lister, who, dying in 
1622, passed on the famous tannery near Cottingley 
Bridge to his son Bryan. The inventory of his goods 
and chattels (pp. 61-3) is exceptionally rich in its range 
and variety, even apart from the tannery. 

The object of this paper is rather to explore the 
interior of the clothier’s home than to describe the house, 
either as it stood in the seventeenth century or as it 
survives to-day. Many of them, indeed, are nameless 
and those that can be identified may have been rebuilt 
in stone later in the century. The charm of the stone- 
built gabled houses of the seventeenth century, with 
their mullioned windows, is felt by us all, and some of 
these clothiers’ homes lying snug below the moor edges 
would probably well repay a more intimate study of 
their history and their architecture. But others must 
follow the quest. 

It will be well first to look through two or three 
houses that were large enough to be called ‘ halls,’ and 
that were the homes of the gentry (or yeomen). They 
are distinguished not only by their greater size, but 
by richer and more abundant furniture; there may even 
be some suggestion of comfort and culture in theii 
contents, but one hesitates to add luxury. ^ Every 
Elizabethan or Jacobean house had as its main living- 
room the hall or house-body, or, in brief, the house. 
In the larger ones it was separated from the through 
passage by the screens, and on the further side lay the 
kitchen, or sometimes a parlour with the kitchen at the 
other end of the house-body. It had two distinctive 
features, a many mullioned and often transomed 
window and a fire-place containing a ‘ range,’ that is, a 
loose firegrate standing in the chimney. This range 
(occasionally called a chimney) appears m every in- 
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ventory accompanied with its ‘ furniture ’ (pair of brigs, 
reckon, tongs), and in all but the larger houses it is 
the only firegrate on the premises. There is no inventory 
of Crosley Hall, Allerton, but Robert Clayton, in 1623, 
bequeathed to his son ‘ one yron range—which is and 
standeth in the hall or howse-body . . . and allso one 
other yron range in the kytchin ’ (p. 66). But the 
second range might be in the parlour, as at Thwaites 
(p. 114), and a parlour was, in fact, the room next in 
importance to the ‘ house,’ though it always contained 
a ‘ pair of bedstocks,’ that was usually the best bed. 

The two largest and best furnished houses in the 
district, so far as this volume goes, were John Rawson’s 
at Greenhill (pp. 109-114), on the flanks of Rumbles 
Moor, and Abraham Sutcliffe’s at Fairweather Green 
(pp. 122-4), and both contained four ranges. Perhaps 
Rawson was an attorney; at any rate he had a study 
with books in it to the value of £4/10/0 and three maps 
in the parlour. He was certainly a man of some wealth 
and taste, with table linen and house linen in store, and 
the buttery shelves laden with silver bowls and pewter 
doublers, glasses and painted dishes. The house at 
Fairweather Green, however, was rather scantily 
furnished except for the buttery chamber in which the 
stand bed with its green hangings and ‘ vallance fringe 
and lace ’ was matched with two chairs and ‘ eight 
buffitt stooles covered with green cloth, lace and fringe ’; 
great chests held the ‘ pewter and glass,’ a coffer the 
spare linen, whilst there was also ‘ one little flanders 
chiste ’ and one ‘ livery cubbard ’ in the room. Sutcliffe 
is called a yeoman, but his laithe, barn and stable were 
empty except for his ‘ blacke bay mare, with her 
furniture, that is to say, one hagney sadle, one side 
sadle, one load sadle with bridle, secke and garths.’ 

It is a typical illustration for every clothier had need 
of a horse, to be used as a hackney and a packhorse. 
There is another good list (p. 8) where the horse was 
also used for carting and farm work. So besides the 
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hackney and pack saddles there was ‘ a cart sadle, bark- 
hame, hames ’ i.e., the horse collar and its fittings; 
‘ hottes, wanto and garth.’ The last should cause no 
trouble (though it does) for it was simply a saddle 
girth. A wantow or wanty is often named*^^^ for it was 
used by the clothiers to secure their packs of cloth or 
wool on a horse’s back. It was practically a leather 
girth or belly band with a long rope attached to it. 
Hottes are not named again, but were by no means rare. 
They were basket panniers with loose or hinged bottoms 
so that the load of manure, stone or even coal could 
be dropped out. 

Of Cotfingley Hall, where the Francks lived, it is 
not possible to say much, for there is no inventory at 
the death of Stephen Franck in 1617, and his son died 
impoverished and in debt. 

There are various reasons for looking next at the 
home of Robert Deane, of Allerton, who made his will 
in March, 1632, and died in January, 1636. The first is 
that the house still stands in Allerton Lanes, and is 
called Dean House after its earlier owners. It bears 
the date, 1605, so that at least part of it was the actual 
home of Robert Deane, and its front with three gables 
and nearly all its mullioned windows remaining un¬ 
altered is an excellent example of the wealthier yeoman’s 
house. No doubt, the house passed to his elder son, 
Gilbert, and the younger son, Robert, inherited Nether 
Headley from his uncle. Other lands and houses were 
left for the benefit of his five daughters, so that Robert 
Deane was of substantial estate. The value of his house 
stuff and farm stock was also considerable (£184). Of 
course, such a sum must not be judged by modern money 
values. 

Another advantage of this particular inventory 
(pp. 85-88) is that it names the rooms in such a way 
that their relative positions can be determined, though 

(1) Misprinted ‘ mantoes ’ on p. 77, 
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the arrangement of their contents is far from orderly. 
The rooms named (though not in this order) are : 

Ground Floor: 

The House Bodie. 
West Parlour. 
North Parlour. 
Parlour under the 

Great Chamber. 
Kitchen. 
Old Milkhouse. 
Barn. 
There were three ranges; in the house, in the north 

parlour and in the parlour under the great chamber, 
respectively. The kitchen had none and was little more 
than a tool house, or at most milkhouse or dairy. Cook¬ 
ing was done in the house body—as was the usual 
practice—and some of the kitchen utensils, ‘ spitts, 
drippinge pann and broylinge irons ’ brass mortars, 
chafing dishes, ladles, striking knives and chopping bills, 
are listed there, though the brandrith is recorded in the 
kitchen, possibly kept there when not in use. The 
furniture of the house consisted of the great table, no 
doubt of oak, and two forms, eight chairs and some 
stools with a cupboard. A musket was hung over the 
chimney and flitches of bacon and salted beef from the 
beams. 'Apparently the cupboard held the pewter, of 
which there was a considerable quantity, for it was 
valued at £3/16/0, but it is not given in detail except 
for sixteen porringers worth sixpence each and a flagon. 
It would certainly include dublers as at Greenhill, where 
‘ fortie nine pewther dublers and other small dishes ’ 
were valued at £3/12/0. So Lister, the tanner of Cot- 
tingley, had ‘ aleaven pewther dublers ’ weighing ‘ 26 
pund ’ and worth a shilling a pound. From their weight, 
over two pounds each, these must have been rather large 
dishes, but whether used as dishes or plates, doublers 
derive their name from serving a double purpose, being 
turned over to hold a second course, 

First Floor: 

Chamber over the house. 
Chamber over [it] 
North Chamber. 
Great Chamber. 
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The west parlour contained the best bed, worth £5 
with its feather bed and coverings, and in addition 
several chests and tables, a cupboard and a counter, an 
article often named and the equivalent of a low cupboard 
or sideboard, sometimes covered with a ‘ carpet.’ The 
north parlour seems to have been merely a store or 
lumber room, possibly even as regards the ‘ little range,’ 
but the third parlour (perhaps at the east end), con¬ 
tained a range and furnishings—bed, chest, tables (one 
of yew) and a desk, and again more lumber and the 
cheese press. Fifteen silver spoons (£4/6/8), and £14 in 
cash may have been kept in the desk but the ‘ pottes and 
pannes,’ listed next, seem out of place unless this parlour 
served as a kitchen. 

Upstairs there was again more ‘ hustlement ’ than 
furniture. The north chamber had a good stand bed 
and a chest; the west chamber a bed of little value, 
chests, a desk and a chair; and the great chamber an 
old bed and a great ark. In all of them was a medley 
of tools and stuff; from old sickles, mould boards (for 
the plough) and felks to bakestones, bagbreads and pan 
beeles (bow handles). 

It is the same tale in the kitchen and milkhouse, 
where a great ark held the oatmeal and perhaps the 
malt as well. Butter coffins, bowls and prints, chesfats 
(cheese-vats), flaskets and '2 chirns ’ served the dairy; 
one masker and a galker were for brewing; the ‘ powd- 
ringe kitt ’ was the salting tub in which the beef was 
salted; the kneadkit (sometimes shortened to_/nakit’) 
was the tub in which the oatmeal was mixed with water 
and worked with the hand and arm in making oatcakes. 
And in addition there were tools and gears that appear 
to have been brought in from the barn and stable. 

The live stock in the laithe, to look at it^next, con¬ 
sisted of eleven cows, ^ kine, quys and stirks, and three 
oxen in the mistal; a horse and two young mares in the 
stable and one pig, to a total value of £54. The corn 
and hay in the barn was appraised at £30. As regards 
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implements the most curious item is the ‘ half of three 
ploughs ’ and with it ‘ half of the irons.’ The explana¬ 
tion appears to be that Robert Deane’s three oxen were 
half a plough team or yoke of oxen and that the plough¬ 
ing, and possibly the plough land, was shared by him 
and his elder son who may have been living at Dean 
House with his father. 

Oxen were also used at this time for drawing the 
four-wheeled wain. The only one mentioned here is 
‘ one old muckwayne,’ but besides the ‘ paire of iron- 
bound wheeles for a wayne ’ there are several other 
fittings named that relate to the wain and its draught 
of oxen, such as ‘ 3 teames,’ a ‘ bolt and shakell ’ and 
‘ 5 yokes.’ With this list may be compared, in a laith 
at Pudsey (p. 57) where there were six oxen ‘ two iron- 
bound waines, two plowes, four yoakes and 4 iron 
teames,’ also three harrows. At Greenhill (p. 112), with 
six oxen, there were ‘ eight yokes,’ ‘ two come waines,’ 
‘ two plowes, one paire of irons and five teames with 
bolts and shakles.’ 

In an inventory there is always the risk that articles 
are written down and valued as they come to hand and 
sometimes consecutive items are not related. So here 
the irons belong to the plough, as in the first instance, 
but the other things were required for yoking up the 
oxen to the wain. In particular, the ‘ teams ’ were the 
chains for that purpose. This is conclusively shown 
in the specific bequests contained in many wills. Thus 
a testator in 1555 left to his son ‘ one yocke of my oxen 
and one iron bounde wayne, the waynhead yocke, 
shakkell and bolt another at the same place (Fairburn 
in Ledsham) the next year to his son ‘ my best bound 
wayne, heyde yocke, shakkle and bowlt wyth my best 
teyme of jeren ’ i.e., iron^^^ 

Other things in Deane’s barn and milkhouse must 
go unmentioned until they chance to be named again in 

(1) ‘ Testamenta Leodiensia ’ Thoresby Soc., Vot 27, pp. 41 and 138. 
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some Other inventory, but before leaving Dean House it 
remains to note the evidence that spinning and weaving 
were done there, or had been at an earlier date. The 
articles are few and scattered : ‘ 2 pund of wool! ’ in a 
parlour, ‘ a paire of walker sheares ’ worth 2/- in one 
chamber, ‘ thrumnes ’ in another, a spinning wheel (2/-) 
in the milkhouse, and ‘ one quishion loome 12d.’ in the 
great chamber. 

The low figure at which this was valued suggests 
that the loom was only a small one, but it will be better 
to return to the question of the nature of a cushion at 
a later stage. 

It may be useful to pause a moment to reconsider 
our impressions of the interior of a Jacobean home¬ 
stead. Its contents were very different from the dis¬ 
play of machine-made Jacobean furniture to be seen in 
the shops now-a-days. To begin with, things appear 
so muddled^—the house body is dining-room and kitchen, 
the parlour is a bedroom, the chamber is a workshop, 
and all contain miscellaneous stuff that is very much out 
of place. Some of these chests and arks and awmbries 
might prove attractive antiques in an auction room, but 
except in the larger houses, furniture in a present-day 
sense was very limited in amount. Notice what is 
missing. There were no carpets, scarcely any table 
linen or curtains, or glass or crockery; no knives and 
forks, very little bed linen, and no cotton or calico stuffs 
whatever. In their place there were numberless utensils 
in wood, equally mysterious fittings of iron in the 
chimney, pewter for the table, or failing it, wooden 
trenchers and doublers, brass or latten candlesticks,^'^ 
and sometimes brass pots and pans, an earthen pot, a 
few silver spoons occasionally, and two or three knives 
in the kitchen. 

(1) Fatten was a fine quality of brass, the so-called medieval 
‘ brasses ’ on sepulchral slabs being made or it. Latten 
candlesticks occur several times m these inventories 

(pp. 30, 32, 140) and pewter ones also. 
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There was only one fire-place as a rule, in the 
‘ house ’ or living-room, and the weaving was done in 
an unheated chamber. No house had an oven and none 
used anything but a tallow candle for light. Clocks and 
‘ seeing glasses ’ were almost unknown luxuries. 

There are a dozen or more inventories of clothiers, 
besides those of Pudsey, detailed in the volume, and 
each one contributes something or other to the common 
stock so that by comparison a detailed picture of the 
domestic industry may be drawn. The inventory of 
Thomas Bower, of Allerton (pp. 140-2) will serve well 
as a starting point, for it undoubtedly introduces us into 
the house of a clothier in a substantial way, who was 
putting out wool to be carded and spun in the cottages, 
was employing perhaps two weavers in his shop, and 
was finishing the cloth at home. The valuation of the 
house goods, trade stock, farm stock and crops amounted 
to £162, and his creditors included the miller for fulling 
cloth, two servants, probably weavers, for wages, and 
some women who may have been his spinners. Thos. 
Cooke, of Bradford, owed him £40, and he in turn owed 
Cooke two shillings for indigo, so that Cooke was very 
likely buying cloth from him. 

There is no evidence of spinning within the house 
though there was wool and yarn to the value of £18 in 
the ‘ over chamber.’ The ‘ 4 paire of wole sheares ’ is 
an unusual item, though the purpose of the wool shears 
was clearly to shear his own sheep or bought fleeces. 
The house bodie, containing a counter and a board, 
and the fire-range, called this time an ‘ iron chimlet,’ 
was used for warping, for the ‘ warping wogh and 
warping rings ’ are named. With many vagaries in the 
spelling these occur constantly in the lists of the trade 
equipment, not only here, but in the Halifax and Hud¬ 
dersfield districts. Wogh is an Old-English name for a 
wall surviving in the north, where it often means or 
meant a wooden partition or frame. ‘ Wough ’ is a 
frequent form of it, and another is ‘ woof ’; but it has 
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no relation to woof in the sense of weft. It was a 
frame (or wall) with two vertical rows of pegs, ten feet 
apart, on which the warp was arranged as it was wound 
off the bobbin before warping the loom. How the rings 
were used, or where they were exactly I do not know. 

Bower’s ‘ shopp,’ undoubtedly a chamber, was the 
loom shop for it contained ‘ 3 paire of loomes with their 
furniture,’ valued at 26s. 4d. A pair must not be read as 
equivalent to two; it was customary to speak of a pair 
of looms or bedstocks, and many other things, as we 
still do of a pair of steps. This chamber must have 
been a large one, and possibly ran across the house, for 
it was also the finishing shop, equipped with ‘ 3 pair of 
walker (not ‘ waiter ’ as it is printed) sheares, two 
sheare horde and handels with other things therto 
belonginge 26s. 8d.’ two cloth presses (12s.) and press 
papers (26s. 8d.) The tool called a ‘ handle,’ only 
named once again (p. 54), demands an explanation for it 
has been overlooked by the lexicographers. It was the 
small wooden frame that held the teazles used in raising 
the nap preparatory to shearing with the walker shears. 
Elsewhere the inventory lists ‘ two pair of ould tenters,’ 
‘ two ould prase bords ’ with ‘ pack clothes*,’ ‘ oyle ’ in 
the cellar wherewith to oil the wool, and in the over 
chamber ‘ 30 white carseyes ’ worth £60. This was 
about the usual value of the kersey, which is practically 
the only cloth named in the volume, and the large stock 
suggests that Bower was doing a considerable trade and 
was finishing cloth woven by the smaller clothiers in his 
neighbourhood, or by out-weavers working for him. 

There is a shorter inventory (pp. 53-4) of a Bingley 
clothier, Edmund Whytley, that may conveniently be 
examined next as it also lists the finishing tools. It 
begins with wool and yarn, and ‘ half a warping 
wouthe ’ i.e., wough. Evidently someone else, perhaps 
a son, had a share in the business, and that also seems 
the simplest explanation of the omission of a loom from 
the valuation. Then come ‘ three paire of walker sheres 
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30s.,’ ‘ half a brack of handls and scraths ’ with the 
press, press boards and papers, and the tenters out of 
doors. 

Here are two new and difficult names that can only 
be explained by comparison with other inventories. A 
‘ brake of handles ’ is to be found occasionally in Halifax 
inventories'-^^ and seems to mean a set, a certain number 
filling a rack in which they were stored. ‘ Scraths ’ is 
very likely the same as the pair of wire cards used 
for rowing cloth on the ‘ peark ’ or perch, a 
special raising process.Whether a ‘ scray ’ was the 
same thing is more difficult to say. 

Roidfield, an old house that stands on the hills above 
Marley and Thwaites, figures twice in the volume and 
each time both the will and the inventory have been 
preserved. Christopher Hall, who died in 1615, leaving 
four sons and two daughters, is described both as 
yeoman and clothier, and had evidently prospered at 
his trade and on the land. His son, Robert, dying in 
1639, also left four sons and two daughters, though he 
had fewer goods to bestow upon them. Christopher 
Hall, the father, held Roidfield on a lease and the annual 
value is given at £13/6/8. Of a total valuation of £220, 
the farm stock, including 60 sheep, accounted for £52, 
and at the end of winter the barn still contained a store 
of oats, barley, wheat and rye, as well as hay and straw 
(pp. 33-4). His stock of cloth and wool was worth 
£112, and the clothing tools £8. Like Bower, he was 
weaving kerseys and finishing them, and there is very 
little difference between the lists. The spinning was 
certainly put out for the ‘ game and woole at spininge ’ 
is given separately at £17. In the wool chamber was 
‘ 36 stone of fleece woole ’ worth £27, and 14 stone ‘ in 
dighted wefte woole,’ worth £12. Probably ‘ 26 keir- 

(1) e.g., ‘ Handle brake, Handles and Raizing Peark ’; also 
‘ Three Shear Boards . . . and Scraths,’ at Skircoat 
in 1703. Hfx. Ant. Soc., 1925, 45-46. 

(2) See ‘Leeds Woollen Industry, 1780-1820,’ pp. 15, 40-41. 
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saye peecies ’ valued at £55/7/0 were also stored there. 
In the ‘ lowme chamber,’ as it is called in the son’s will, 
were ‘ 3 paire of lowmes and geare belonging to them 
50s.’ and probably the finishing tools as well, vis.: 
‘ walker shears, papers, and dighting towles 40s., one 
prasse and a stange 12s.’ 

A stang press, as an alternative to a screw press, was 
common in the dressing shops in the early 19th century, 
and was operated by a stang, beam or lever. Of course, 
‘ dightinge towles ’ were not what the glossary suggests 
but simply the finishing or dressing tools, vi^.: the 
handles and sCraths. Tenters and packcloths are also 
named, and the inventory (pp. 161-2) of the son’s goods 
adds to the list ‘ one warpinge woughe and the rings 
3s. 4d.’ oil barrels, and ‘ one weye balke,’ i.e., a wooden 
steelyard for weighing wool. 

Coming to Cottingley and Beckfoot the volume con¬ 
tains the wills and inventories of three clothiers, and 
these introduce the names of various relatives and 
neighbours so that it is possible to gain a fairly intimate 
view of the industrial life of Cottingley in Stuart days. 
The pivot of the cloth industry was the small fulling 
mill at Beckfoot, with its water wheel turned by the 
Harden Beck. In 1539 James Thornton was the milner 
and in that year he took a ten years’ lease of the ‘ walke 
milne ’ from the lord of the manor, William Franke, of 
Alwoodley. The manor was sold out of the family*^^^ but 
in 1590 Stephen Franke joined with others in buying 
it back, and himself took Cottingley Hall as his share. 
Of his partners, John Rawson settled at Beckfoot, and 
a Rawson erected the picturesque house with open 
lantern finials still there; and a William Morvell took 
the mill at Beckfoot as his share. Apparently, at his 
death in 1615, a Walter Morvell held this same mill, 
though it appears under the name of Kyghley Mylne 
in this volume (p. 24) probably because some of the 

(1) See ‘ Cottingley; its early history,’ Bradford Antiquary; 
Part xxiii., p. 77. 
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Kyghley family had been running it. But it appears 
that a Roger Thornton (will 1625) and his son John 
Thornton (who was Morvell’s brother-in-law) were both 
milling and finishing cloth for the village, and John was 
certainly working for Morvell. They were also clothiers 
(p. 67) and Roger is described as ‘ of Beckfoote ’ (p. 71). 

The inventory of Walter Morvell’s goods (pp. 24-5) 
in no way suggests that he was the actual miller, but he 
was a clothier. He had a stock of wool, yarn, (‘ game ’) 
and cloth worth £51, with ‘a whele ’ and ‘a spoyle 
whell ’ or bobbin wheel, and ‘ a pair of lomes, healds 
and slaies, 20s.’ These are familiar loom fittings, 
though the meaning is obscured by a misprint, as also 
on p. 49 where ‘ weyes ’ appears for ‘ sleyes.’ His 
farm stock comprised three cows, a horse, 23 sheep and 
a few hens, with five loads of wheat, five of ‘ shillinge,’ 
or shelled oats, with hay and straw, worth in all nearly 
£20. But his household stuff would barely furnish a 
two-roomed cottage. 

Thomas Slater, junior, was another Cottingley 
clothier of rather greater substance, for at his death 
in 1611 his goods were valued at £142 (pp. 13-15), and 
the unexpired term of his lease, two years, at £8. The 
farm stock comprised sixteen head of cattle—kine, 
heifers and calves: 54 sheep, ewes and lambs, a horse 
and a colt, and inclusive of hay, straw and corn was 
valued at £46. Wool and cloth accounted for £64; but 
all his tools ‘ warpinge woughes and ryngs, one paire 
of lomes, healdes ’ were but worth twenty shillings, 
though there was also oil to the value of 43s. The 
cloth is specified—‘ 20 peces of white carsayes,’ and 
there were ‘ 30 stonne of flese wooll,’ and ‘ 7 stonne of 
dighted woolle.’ There is more to be gleaned from the 
list of creditors. The wool was being put out to be 
spun, for small sums were owing to half-a-dozen 
women—as ‘ Widowe Butterfeld,’ ‘ Jo. Thornton wife,’ 
and ‘ Walker wife for spinninge 2s. 8d.’ In addition, 
there was £6 due to ‘ John Walshe for wages,’ and 4s! 
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to ‘ Grace Walker, servant wages.’ To Roger 
Thornton there was owing 18s. 4d. ‘ for myllning of 
thirte peces,’ and to his son John Thornton 12s. ‘ for 
dightinge of 4 peces ’ (probably not 34 pieces as stated 
earlier). The dighting, as already explained, was the 
dressing of the cloth, and was apparently still done for 
clothiers at the mill; walker shears derive their name 
from having been used at the walk mill by the walker 
or miller. 

His father, Thomas Slater, senior, died a few years 
later, in 1618, and like the son was rich enough to make 
a fair number of bequests. His goods are an interesing 
list (pp. 48-9) of a total value of £147. Of this total the 
live stock accounts for half. There were 94 sheep worth 
£22; four oxen worth £16 and ‘one paire of steares,’ 
£6, show not only their use for ploughing but their high 
value. To the oxen belong the ‘ plewes, yookes, teames ’ 
named lower down the list. 

His stock of wool and cloth is the other large item, 
and is useful for its details and prices of wool and yarn. 
The cloth was the usual kersey—‘ seaven carsaie 
webbes ’ at nearly £2 a piece. There was also ‘ one 
brybe of unmilned cloth, being fyve yeards,’ and this 
supplies a technical name that has probably died out 
along with the domestic industry. But when cloth was 
woven at home and weft came from various cottages, a 
weaver running short of weft was easily tempted to 
finish a web with weft which was not the right sort 
exactly. So the master clothier had perforce to cut the 
length off and the piece was called a ‘ bribe.’ It was, 
in a sense, a remnant or a fent. 

Against £40 and more in stock. Slater’s implements 
were not worth £2. ‘ One paire of loomes ’ worth six¬ 
teen shillings he bequeathed to John Kighley, a relative 
by marriage, and probably the ‘ healds, sleyes and imple¬ 
ments therto belonginge ’ went with it. There were also 
‘ coomes, cards with spining wheils, 3s.’ and nothing 
else except the tub of oil. The list contains one novelty 
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in the combs as if a little wool combing was done some¬ 
times. Except for this, the routine employment in this 
household was carding, spinning and weaving, whereas 
in his son’s there was no spinning at home. 

The household stuff, though concisely summarised, 
is typical as in its single ‘ iron range with briggs, reccon 
and tangs ’; its table supplemented with a trestle and 
numerous boards, its few chairs and stools, its bed- 
stocks, chests, arks and ‘ ambrie.’ Three or four kitchen 
utensils are listed together which appear under various 
erratic spellings in almost every inventory, e.g., ‘ one 
bakestone, a bagbread and spittle ’ (p. 68), or ‘ one 
spittle, bagge bread and 2 bakestones’ (p. 118). As 
given here these were ‘ one bagbread, a spittle, one back- 
stone with kneading trough.’ They come together 
because they were all used in making the haver-bread or 
oat-cake that was consumed in every household. The 
meal was mixed with water in the kneading trough or 
‘ knade kit ’; a portion was poured on to the ‘ bakbrade ’ 
or baking board and reeled, transferred to the spittle 
and thrown by it upon the bakstone placed over the open 
fire. The bakbread and spittle are similar thin oaken 
boards, but the spittle rather the smaller of the two and 
with a well-defined handle. The bakstone was a slab of 
shaley flagstone quarried for centuries in certain 
localities, where place names still preserve the memory 
of the old industry. Whether by this time the bakstone 
had become a fixture on the top of a separate fire in the 
kitchen or milkhouse is doubtful, but it is possible. 

Certainly there were no ovens except possibly here 
and there a bee-hive stone oven, such as one still to be 
seen at Upper Saltonstall, towards Halifax. ‘ Rie- 
breade’ appears in one inventory at Pudsey, and in 
considerable quantity (6s.), and both rye and wheat were 
grown. 

Of porridge, the other great staple, there is no 
mention anywhere except once (p. 22) where the ‘ thiple ’ 
or thible, the porridge stick, chances to be listed. Though 
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the laithe was nearly empty in April, and most of the 
oats sold off to his neighbours (some of whom had not 
paid for it), Slater had abundance of oatmeal in his arks 
in the house, and flitches of dried salt beef (‘beiff at 
baulks ’) hanging from the beams. At his son’s it was 
the same—‘ two bacon flicks, 3 certayne beife flicks, 
42s.’ The constant occurrence of salted meat and of 
salting tubs, kits or vats shows that the ‘ salt pye ’ could 
not meet all the household needs. Probably every 
village was visited by pedlars or salters, who brought 
supplies out of Cheshire. 

The inventories of the goods of two small clothiers 
living at Priesthorpe, in Bingiey, may be considered 
together for they are alike in showing some distinctive 
features. Both men, William Hare and Wm. Birkin- 
shawe, died in May, 1617, and both appear to have 
migrated to Bingiey from Calverley on the evidence 
afforded by the bonds printed on pp. 39, 40 and 145. 
Hare’s goods were only valued at £18, and Birkin- 
shawe’s at £37, and their houses were probably small- 
just the house body with its range, a parlour with a bed, 
a chamber that was the loomshop, with a barn and some 
land. Both lists give a lead for dyeing wool, probably 
in a small outhouse, both name a combstock and combs, 
and the one uses the Calverley (or Leeds) name of 
bartrees in place of warping wough. The lead is 
equally distinctive, and appears again in a Pudsey 
inventory (p. 131). 

Hare’s tools in the chamber are given as ‘ one lowme, 
a pare of geeres, a pare of shutles, a pare of bartrees, 
a comstocke, combes with other instruments thereto be- 
longing'e, 26s. 8d.’ with two auld wheels in the parlour 
and ‘ one leade 35s.’ outside. A pair of gears is much 
the same as a set of healds and slays. Of material the 
only trace is ‘ thre yeards of cloeth.’ The list at Birkm- 
shawe’s house is almost identical: ‘ one lowme, one pare 
of geeres, with a wapinge (wough and) rings, a pare of 
shuttels with other instruments belonging thereunto. 
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20s.’, ‘ one pare of combs with a comstocke, 4s. 4d.’ ; 
' two spinninge wheels ’ ; ‘ one leade, 40s. 6d. ’ ; and ‘ a 
pare of tenters, 40s.’ No cloth at all appears in this 
list but the wool is set out as follows : — 

‘ One dozan in woole and yarne, 53s.’ 

‘ Two dozans of woole with stuffe to litte them with 
all, £5.’ 

The litting stuff was simply the dye stuff, but the 
meaning of a ‘ dozan ’ is more obscure. Taking both 
the price and the use of the preposition ‘ in ’ into con¬ 
sideration I think that ‘ dozan ’ is the name of the cloth 
to be woven from this wool. The ‘ dozan ’ or ‘ northern 
dozen ’ was in fact about this period one of the most 
familiar woollen cloths in the Leeds area and was woven 
on a broad loom whilst the kersey was woven on a 
narrow loom. The name was derived from its short 
length, only a dozen yards, and on that account it 
escaped the ulnage. A Pudsey inventory enumerates 
both broad and narrow looms (p. 28). The wool re¬ 
quired to weave one dozen would be two or three stones 
but if this was worth fifty shillings the dozen must 
have cost more than a kersey of which the usual price 
was £2 or less. 

Unfortunately this explanation in no wise helps to 
an understanding of the presence of combs and comb- 
stocks, which were used in making tops for the worsted 
spinner and weaver whereas short wool was carded. 
The difficulty may be solved when later inventories come 
to be published but at present the only thing to be done 
is to review the evidence and draw such a conclusion 
as it warrants. At this date the worsted industry in 
the West Riding was only in its infancy, but there was 
a small sporadic production of such stuffs as cushions, 
coverlets and carpets, which were more or less worsteds. 
Thus John Aston, passing through Bradford in 1639 
described it as ‘ a towne that makes great store of 
Turkey cushions and carpetts,’ whilst a ‘paire of woll 
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combes ’ and a ‘ coverlett lome ’ are named in two 
successive wills in Test ament a Leodiensia as early as 
1560. 

There is more evidence relative to cushions to be 
found in Mr. John Lister’s “ Notes on the early history 
of the Woollen Trade.’^^^ He there quoted a report on 
the farming of the ‘ new draperies ’ in the West Riding, 
written either in 1594 or soon afterwards. This con¬ 
tains the statement: ‘ in Bradford are made about 5 
dossen cushinges every week, ev’y dossen weigheth about 
181b.’ So a single cushion weighed only a pound and 
a half. An even more interesting side-light is thrown 
by a remark under Wakefield and Leeds, where after 
stating that broadcloths were made there and ‘ not any 
other sortes of stufifes,’ the report continues ‘ but only 
Mr. Proston’s wife, who is sister to Serjant Saveli, 
maketh cushinges, but not to any great quantitie.’ 

That incidental explanation, made no doubt on the 
spur of the moment, seems now as useless as it was 
casual, but it is really most useful._ Sergeant Savile can 
be recognised as wSir John Savile, a Baron of the 
Exchequer, who began as Sergeant-at-Law in 1594. His 
ancestral home was Bradley Hall near Halifax, though 
by that time he was rebuilding the Hall of the manor 
he had purchased at Methley. His even more 
distinguished brother. Sir Henry Savile, was Warden 
of Merton College, Oxford. Dorothy Sayile, a sister 
of these eminent Yorkshiremen, married Richard 
Sproxton, probably a merchant, of Wakefield. So hei e 
we have, in Mistress Sproxton, a picture of _ an 
Elizabethan gentlewoman sitting at a small cushion- 
loom weaving a new style of fashionable cloth, perhaps 
as she had been taught at Bradley. More than that, the 
cushions woven on her loom were put on the Wakefield 
market ‘ but not to any great quantitie. 

(1) Thoresby Soc,, Vol. 27, pp. 320-321. 
(2) Bradford Antiquary, Vol, IT, (1895), 33-49, 
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All this helps to an understanding of the purpose of 
the ‘ quishion loome ’ at Dean House, Allerton. There 
was another one in Robert Lister’s home at the Cot- 
tingley Bridge Tannery (p. 61), and wool combs as well 
this time. The entry is ‘ one quishing lomme, 2 paire of 
woll Cannes, and a paire of ould cards, 3s. 4d.’; and 
without a doubt it should read ‘ 2 paire of woll cames,’ 
or ‘ cambes.’ The cards were the wire brushes used to 
card the wool for kerseys. 

Of the weaving of coverlets the only direct evidence 
is an entry in Walter Morvell’s inventory already 
quoted, vis.: ‘ 9 stone of yarne, coverlait yarne and 
listinge yarne.’ As printed, the sense is spoiled by a 
superfluous comma after ‘ coverlait,’ and probably this 
has happened again for ‘ coverlayte game ’ on page 2. 
There are a few more examples of combs; such as ‘ one 
paire of combs ’ and ‘ a stocke ’ at Widow Watters 
(p. 119), and ‘ a combe stocke ’ in John Cosin’s shop at 
Allerton (p. 103). Jointly, scattered though they are, 
the facts combine to show that the use of combed wool 
for the weaving of coverlets and cushions was already 
established in the district in a small way. 

But the staple product at that time was the kersey, 
a narrow woollen cloth. Some of the clothiers limited 
their operations to the carding, spinning and weaving, 
and carried their undyed kerseys to the mill to be fulled 
before they sold them in the market. Others are 
definitely shown to be carrying on a larger business and 
either finishing the cloth in their own homes or havinq 
it dressed for them at the mill. They put out their 
spinning, and it is equally probable that they put out 
some of the weaving to be done in the cottages or 
amongst the yeomen who could carry on some weaving 
in the house, but stopped short at that, not being 
clothiers. 

It is obvious that a good deal of wool was home¬ 
grown for the number of sheep is considerable. The 
total number in fifteen inventories is 830, of which 
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clothiers owned more than half. There is only one direct 
reference to the purchase of wool: John Cosin of 
Allerton, who had only a cow or two and no sheep at 
all, owed at his death £5/10/0 ‘ for half a packe 
of wooll ’ (p. 103). In this connection it may be 
noted here that when a bale of wool was opened out 
it was usual to spread it on a wicker frame and beat it 
with swinging: rods. So the ‘ swinginge fleake ’ named 
in a Pudsey inventory (p. 96) was not the same as the 
bread-fleak or ‘ breadflake ’ (p. 119) which hung in the 
house, and may still be seen with the oat-cake drying 
on it. 

It is not possible to go further and watch these 
clothiers at their daily work in the milk house and the 
mistal, or on the land. The names, simple or difficult, 
tell the whole story, and are full of interest and racy 
of the soil. You may hear them just as they were 
spoken—the ‘ chime and crudle ’ (p. 56), ‘ plewes, 
pullen, 2 stees ’ (p. 131), ‘ threshen ’ (p. 21), ‘ a window 
cloyth ’ for the winnowing fan, ‘ felks and speakes ’ 
(p. 112) for fellies and spokes, ‘ a heyve of bees,’ ‘ a nag 
and a meare.’ One expression, ‘ 3 whies at greseand ’ 
(p. 141) must have been old-fashioned even then, for it 
is the O.E. termination ‘-and ’ instead of ‘-ing ’ for the 
present participle; in modern English it becomes ‘ 3 
heifers at grazing.’ The next page puts it another 
way—‘ geyste of 3 whies,’ i.e., agistment. 

One word more. We shall not grasp the essentials 
of life in the seventeenth century until we realise that 
the occupations of yeoman and clothier required the 
presence near at hand of at least the blacksmith and 
the wheelwright. Look at the numberless implements, 
from wains and cowpes, ploughs and harrows, to the 
gang of felks, from the loom and spinning wheel to the 
shuttle and the press; look at all the wrought iron 
fittings about the chimney, or at the teams and tug- 
withies in the laithe; at all the tubs and kits about the 
house, at the spades and hacks—graving spade (p. 115), 
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peat spade, turf spade. All had to be wrought in the 
smithy or shaped in the wheelwright or carpenter’s shop. 
It is the same tale down at the mill. The water wheel 
and the fulling stocks Were made and repaired by local 
craftsmen in iron and oak. The making of wire-cards, 
of hand-combs and of walker-shears was a different 
matter, and each was probably soon practised as a 
separate craft, more or less localised. But so long as 
there was a domestic woollen industry, and wherever 
it flourished, the smithy was a necessary appendage, 
until, in later times, the smith became mill-wright and 
machine-maker. So also are there in the West Riding 
to-day manufacturers and mills whose lineage may be 
traced back to just such clothiers and loom-shops as are 
pictured in this volume. 

SHIPLKY HOMAGK circa 1644.^^^ 

Homage for the Towne of Shipley to be paid to 
yearely, being 3s. 7d. in all. Distributed as 

follows^ ^ : — 

Mr. Rawson 
John Dickson of Shipley 
John Dickson de Roydes 
George Feild 
Joseph Feild 
Joseph pickard 
William Booth 
Robert pickard 
John Clayton 
James Murgetroyde 
Nicholas Stead 
Mr. Slator or Widdow Ellison 
Robert Craven for parte of Threapland farme 
Wi mm Jowett (Stumpe) or Captaine Cotes 
William pickard 

s. d. 
0 6 
0 3 
0 2 
0 4 
0 3 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 4 
0 4 
0 6 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 

York collection of manuscripts in the Minster Library, 

(2) Undated, but written, apparently, about the year 1644, 
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THE 
CROWN AND THE MANOR OE BRADFORD. 

January 23, 1609. To the Constable of Horton. 

By vertue of His Majesties lettres of Commission 
under the seale of His Highnes Duchie of Lancaster 
to us and others or anie two of us directed these are 
in His Majesties name ... to charge and comannd you 
that you do forthwith upon receipt hereof give warninge 
and comanndment in His Majesties name to John Lacie, 
esquier, that he be before us at the house of Thomas 
Sagers in Bradforth there to be examined upon such 
intergatories as on His Majesties behalf shall be 
ministred unto him. And that also he then bringe with 
him such evidences, decres, charters or other wrytings 
as he hath in custodie wherebie His Majesties title to 
the Manour of Bradforth and the members thereof or 
anie of them may in anie wise be manifested and set 
forth, upon Thursdaie, being the xxv^^e of this instant 
Januarie. 

Faile you not hereof as you will answere the 
contrarie at your perill. ,And be you yourself then and 
there to make returne of this precept. 

Given at Bradforth this xxiiit^e of Januarie, Anno 
Dm. 1609. 

Your loveinge frends, 
Arthur Tirrell, William Rogerson.* 

* From the Hailstone collection of manuscripts in the Minster Library, 
York. 



SOME LOCAL HOLY WELLS. 

W. E. Preston 

The ancient peoples who in early times made this 
country their home saw in the elemental forces, 
and the prominent natural objects by which they 

were surrounded, supernatural influences which at times 
were deemed beneficial, but oftener perhaps, inimical 
to their existence and welfare. 

In storm, flood, wind, hills, caverns, huge stones 
and springs their untutored and superstitious minds 
saw genii, deities or spirits, friendly or malevolent, 
according to the changing moods of nature. Out of 
then respect for and fear of these supernatural influ¬ 
ences a form of nature_ worship came about, and there 
arose a desire to propitiate these powers with offerings 
of various kinds. 

In springs of water they found virtue and life not 
only for themselves, but also for their cattle and lands 
and these sources of water were firmly believed to be 
under the care of spirits. The Druids are said to have 
held running water as sacred, whilst the Romans, with 
a more advanced culture, held beliefs of a similar kind 

Many rivers and wells being regarded as under the 
protection of a deity or spirit, offerings of gold or 
other metal objects were often made by dropping them 
into the water, and in many parts of the country Roman 
wells on being excavated have revealed such treasures 
Within our own district the river Wharfe, which flows 
past the Roman station of Olicana at Ilklev was 
associated in Roman times with a goddess or’spirit 
named Verbeia, who was recognised as the guardian 
of the river. ^ 

The Norsemen introduced into this country similar 
superstitions, and wells were dedicated to their gods 
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Woden and Thor. A dedication to the latter god has 
survived at Burnsall-in-Craven, where a well is still 
known as Thorskill or Thorswell. 

With the spread of Christianity it would appear that 
the pagan superstitions did not die out entirely. Sources 
of good water were often re-dedicated to Christian 
saints, and these, with a large number dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, were regarded as holy wells. Many were 
the virtues attributed to the waters when the patron 
saint was asked in prayer for help in the cure of a 
physical infirmity. 

The belief in the supernatural powers of the waters 
of certain wells in Bradford and the neighbourhood 
continued until comparatively modern times. In the 
18th century certain springs were visited by people in 
the locality, and the waters used for the cure of 
ailments such as sore eyes and rheumatism. There was 
also a class of wells known as wishing wells, or pin wells, 
which were used for divination. Their magical waters 
were visited by persons labouring under some trouble, 
who would drop into their depths a bent pin, and read 
in the bubbles that ascended some enlightenment of 
their perplexity. 

In the township of Manningham we find several 
wells with historic traditions. The sites of some of 
these are lost sight of by being built over, and the waters 
conveyed away in subterranean channels. What was 
known as the Paynewell is found mentioned in the 17th 
century. The name is perhaps a corruption of Pinwell. It 
seems to have been regarded as an important spring, 
and its location was somewhere in the fields known as 
Paynewell Fields, now represented by that piece of land 
which lies between Toller Lane and Ashwell Road, 
Manningham. It is possible that the well hereabouts 
known in modern times as Ashwell, from which the 
adjoining lands and the present Ashwell Road take their 
name, is the original Paynewell. 
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Another well in this township was known as 
Cruckleswell, and its existence in the 16th century has 
documentary support. From the records it would appear 
that it was situate in the vicinity of what was then 
known as the Hall Fields, near the boundary of the 
townships of Manningham and Bradford. Several 
fields in the locality were known as Crucklewell Fields. 
The derivation of the name is open to a variety of 
interpretations. It may, however, be safe to assume 
that its derivation may be found in the Yorkshire dialect 
word ‘ crukle,’ meaning to make crooked, to bend or 
twist. Here, then, we have another of the pin wells, 
which derived its name from the bent or crukled 
pins dropped into it. 

A third well of importance, which comes within the 
group known as holy wells, was situate on the low side 
of Manningham Lane in the neighbourhood of what is 
now Valley Parade Football Field. Its name survives 
in Holywell Ash, and the lane alongside the field per¬ 
petuates its name. With the name of this well we 
have the curious association of the ash tree, a tree 
anciently regarded as sacred, and which gives its name 
to many holy wells in various parts of the country. It 
is not an uncommon well-name in our own district, as 
we find an Ashwell in Heaton, and an Ashwell in Toller 
Lane. In Teutonic mythology the ash was regarded as 
‘ a world tree which links heaven, earth and hell to¬ 
gether : of all trees the greatest and holiest.’ 

A well which has been given prominence in Bradford 
history is the Boar’s Well of Clifife Wood, situate on the 
Undercliffe side of Bradford-dale. It was here that the 
legendary wild boar of Bradford, a ferocious beast, was 
wont to come and_ drink, until it met its death at a well 
near by called Spink Well, by a spear-thrust from the 
heroic Roger of Manningham. There is no evidence, 
however, that the water of either of these wells was 
recognized as possessing any particular virtue. The 
township of Bowling formerly had a celebrated well 



244 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was known 
as the Lady Well, and its name is preserved in the Lady- 
well Woolcombing Works. In Manningham we have 
Ladye Royde, and it is possible that hereabouts was once 
to be found a holy well. 

In the township of Eccleshill may yet be found a 
well of some historic interest known as the Holy Well. 
It is marked on the earliest ordnance map in Gothic 
letters, which are significant of its recognition at that 
time as a place of historic interest. It springs from the 
hillside below the railway station. At one time it lay 
within the boundaries of the ancient domain known as 
Eccleshill Park. 

It is supposed that the place-name, Eccleshill, means 
the Church on the Hill, and if this meaning be accepted 
it is not unlikely that a chapel or oratory stood there 
in early times. It was customary in early Christian 
times to select a site for a chapel near a spring of pure 
water, as this was often needed in performing various 
religious rites. The remains of some of the most ancient 
chapels in the country are found in Cornwall, and these 
have, in nearly all instances, a spring of water running 
close by. 

We may assume on such evidence that if a chapel 
had existed at Eccleshill, its site was near this par¬ 
ticular well. It was no doubt originally dedicated to 
some saint, but the antipathy that was felt by the early 
Puritans of the district to saintly dedications, or well 
worship, may account for the name of the saint having 
become forgotten. The well was known as the Holywell 
in the late 16th century. It appears that certain in¬ 
habitants of the township at that time, when the old open 
field system of agriculture was falling into desuetude, 
had scattered parcels or doles of the common 
lands allotted to them under a system of enclosure. 
Some of the persons to whom such lands were allotted 
exchanged parcels with each other in order that each 
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might consolidate or bring together his properties, each 
person being required to enclose his portion with hedges, 
fences or ditches. The manor of Eccleshill was under 
the lordship of Thomas Burnley, who appears to have 
been responsible for these enclosures. He had granted 
common lands, then part of his manor, to an inhabitant 
named Nicholas Kitching, but as these lands contained 
a well spring called Holywell, he reserved to himself 
the right to convey yearly and at all times the water of 
the spring to moisten and water his close there on the 
north, and also liberty to fetch water through the 
grounds of Nicholas. It seems that the whole town of 
Eccleshill was to have liberty to fetch water from it, 
with a sufficient way thereunto, without any interruption 
by Nicholas Kitching. Later documents show that this 
well supplied an abundance of water in times of drought, 
when the whole countryside was dried up. The divert¬ 
ing of the water from its recognized channel involved 
some litigation at a later date, for we find that in 1704 
John Stanhope, then lord of the manor of Eccleshill, 
brought an action against Richard White, Sara, his wife, 
and Mary White, his daughter, for diverting the water 
of this well from its ancient channel and so depriving 
cattle of water, while depasturing in his close, called 
Lower Common Close, for the great part of the summer, 
in so much that the cattle were so starved for want of 
it that they very much abated in their supply of milk.* 

The depositions of witness for plaintiff are given 
in the brief, accompanied by a sketch plan showing the 
location of the spring (see illustration) and the adjoin¬ 
ing properties. These have undergone considerable 
changes since that day and the present highway, bisect¬ 
ing the lands shown, passes along the site of the park 
lane, from Park houses to Greene gate houses. 

Although we find that in the year 1585 the inhabitants 
of Eccleshill had right of access to and the use of the 

* Stott—Stanhope MSS, Bradford Public Library. 
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waters of this well, it seems that through carelessness 
or through some other cause their ancient right in the 
well was relinquished or forgotten. In the year 1723 
the well was no longer accessible to the inhabitants, as 
it had been enclosed within a pasture then belonging 
to John Stanhope. In that year there was a severe 
drought, when many of the leading inhabitants petition¬ 
ed John Stanhope, of Eccleshill, to allow them to fetch 
water at Holliwell Spring for the use of their families. 
It would seem that the well was unaffected by the 
drought and that it was the only remaining source of 
supply for the neighbourhood. From a memorandum 
made by John Stanhope we learn that there was a long 
drought in the year 1737 which extended from the 
beginning of May till Michaelmas, when the pastures 
were burnt brown. No doubt the well was also on this 
occasion the only means of water supply. 

This historic well still exists, and its waters are 
carried away in modern drains. It is choked with weeds 
and rubbish and a few old trees stand near by, which 
are the remains of what was once a fine grove of trees 
leading up the hillside from the road to its source. The 
approach to the well is shown in the ordnance map of 
1851 and the trees indicated as Holywell Grove. To 
the Director-General of the Ordnance Survey I am in¬ 
debted for the following particulars taken from the 
Object Name Book of 1867 : ‘ A considerable and well- 
known spring, it has the appearance of having been a 
bathing place. A bank has been thrown up on the east 
side, and a broken wall remains on the other sides. 
There is no tradition about it. It is likely to have been 
of some note (from its name) in the days of Romanism. 
Large trees are ranged on either side of the approach 
to it, forming a grove.’ The well and the field in which 
it springs are now the property of the Bradford Cor¬ 
poration, and it is hoped that this historic, if not holy, 
site may be preserved by our city fathers as^ an open 
space for the township of Eccleshill, in a district where 
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a harbour of refuge from the busy thoroughfare close 
by would be much appreciated by the inhabitants. 

ECCLESHILL. 

Concerning Hollywell Springe a Covenant betwixt 
Mr. Thomas Burnley and Nicholas Kitching of Eccleshill. 

To all True Xtian people to whom this present writeing 
shall come to heare, read, see or understand. Wee, Wm. 
Calverleye, Thomas Burneleye, Richard Reyner, Nicholas 
Kitchin, John Baylie of Woodall, Wylfreye Fletcher, Henry 
Fletcher and Robert Fletcher within the county of Yorke 
send greetinge in our Ford God everlasting. Know you us 
that wee the foresaid Wm. Calverleye, Thomas Burneleye, 
Richard Reyner, Nicholas Kitchin, John Baylie, Wylfreye 
Fletcher, Henry Fletcher and Robert Fletcher, for diverse 
good causes and sundrye reasonable considerations us moving, 
and most especially for an evidence and manifest declaracion 
of the truth in matters whereupon any controverseye maye 
hereafter arise for the better perswadinge of the same and 
quiteing thereof, and that brotherly love and concord maye 
better be established betwixt neighbours and friends, and for 
God’s glory and the Common weale of this Realme, soe 
Testifye and Witnesse That upon the nineteenth daye of 
October in the 27 yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne 
Lady Elizabeth hy the Grace of God of England, France and 
Ireland, Queen, etc, wee were present whereas a perpetuall 
exchange of lands was made amongst diverse men, neighbours 
and Inhabitants of Eccleshill, that is, to witt, wee, Wm. Cal¬ 
verleye, Richard Reyner, and Nicholas Kitchin aforesaid might 
certainly know his portion thereof — First, it was fully con¬ 
sented and agreed upon that every one of the Inhabitants 
aforesaid should Inclose his dole, of their owne proper costs 
and charges, with Lawfull hedges, ditches and fences of the 
same land for the use and behoof of them and theire heirs 
for ever, as it was Limited and set forth by rules and bounds 
by theire and every of theire owne accords at the same 
present time before nominated, that every one of them might 
there know his own quantity of the same land and use it 
as he thought meete and convenient. Secondly, Whereas 
there was one Wellspring in the lands of the said Thomas 
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Burnleye called Holywell, the same was given and granted to 
the said Nicholas Kitchin and his heirs for ever by the said 
Thomas Burnleye, upon convicion that the said Thomas 
Burneleye and his heirs and assigns should yearly after and 
at all times needful for ever conveye, have and take at his 
and their pleasure the water of the said spring to moyste and 
water all his closes there on the North, and should have 
libertye quietly to fetche the same through and over the 
grounds of the said Nicholas as often as he or they thought 
good. And that Richard Reyner likewise and his heirs should 
and might perpetually for ever conduct convey a parcel of 
the running water of the aforesaid springe over the ground 
of the said Nicholas for the watering of his, the said Richards, 
ground lying on the North. And further that the whole towne 
of Eccleshill should have libertye to fetch water att the afore¬ 
said well and a sufficient waye thereunto as hath been 
accustomed (saving watering of cattle) wthout any lett, suite, 
trouble, vexation, interruption, or incumbrance whatsoever, of 
the said Nicholas Kitchin his heirs or assigns. All these things 
to be most certaine and true wee will testifye at all times here¬ 
after when wee be called. Witnesse whereof to this our 
present letter of Testimony wee have set our hands and sub¬ 
scribed our names the 19 October in the yeare of our 
Sovereign Elizabeth. 

Eccleshill 
November ye 4th, 1723. 

We whose names are here under subscribed to desire lieve 
of John Stanhope of Eccleshill, esqre, to fetch water att 
Holliwell spring for the use of our Famillys and do owne itt 
as a kindness during this Drought.* 

As witness our hands 
William x Kitson, 

senior. 
Thomas Harrison. 
William Jowet. 
John Jowet. 
Gilbert x Bakes. 
James Norton. 
James Pighels. 
John Eastburn. 
Martha Rhodes. 

John X Lee. 
Henry x Mosley. 
William x Kitson, 

junior. 
Samuell x More. 
Philip X Arke. 
John X Kitson. 
John X Raistrick. 
Joseph Wilkinson. 
Joseph X Lobley. 

James Fletcher. 
John X Robinson. 
Abraham Barraclough, 
Nathan Jowett. 
James Barraclough. 
Andrew Norton. 
James x Kitson. 
Sami Nichols. 
John Harrison. 

* Stott—Stanhope MSS. Bradford Public Library. 





QUAKER SKETCHES. 

H. R. Hodgson. 

SCALEHOUSE. 

Within the Craven dales of Yorkshire the message 
of the early pioneers of the Society of Friends found 
ready acceptance, particularly amongst the yeoman 
stock, and resulted in the settling of many groups in 
that area. 

There is to be found within easy reach of Skipton 
perhaps as large a number of centres of 17th Century 
Quaker interest as will be found anywhere. I have 
referred to most of these in my record of The Society 
of Friends in Bradford published recently. One of 
the earliest was at Scalehouse on the Grassington Road 
some two miles from Skipton. Here was the home of 
Wm. Watkinson. He, along with his brothers, Edward 
of Bradley, near Skipton, and George of Scotton near 
Knaresbro’ received and entertained the Quaker 
preachers and the three homes became centres from 
which the message of the Inner Light was proclaimed. 
They were all men of good position and joined the new 
movement about 1652 and they of course soon found 
themselves objects of persecution. 

George W^atkinson and his wife were imprisoned 
at York in 1656 for riding to a meeting on the first day 
of^ the week. The three brothers in 1660 were im¬ 
prisoned along with some 220 others for refusing to 
take the oath and goods were taken by distress for the 
charges of taking them to gaol. 

George Watkinson died in 1670, leaving £600 to the 
Society of Friends but this was confiscated by order of 
the King. We read in ‘ State Papers 
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“ There dyed lately one of their Sect who had been 
a Captain of Horse in Lillborns* Regt. His name 
was Wattkinson, who I heare was an excellent 
good officer of horse and died riche. He left £600 
to the Friends and they have a bank of money.” 

He was laid to rest in the ground which he provided 
at Scotton where many well known members of the 
Society have found a resting place including Boswell 
Middleton and John Fothergill. 

Edward Watkinson set apart a plot of land at 
Bradley for a burial place and a stone to his memory 
can still be seen there but dwelling houses are now built 
on the site. A barn adjoining in which meetings were 
held has the initials of his son William and the date 
1686 over the door. 

Scalehouse has a special interest as it was the scene 
in 1658 of the first national gathering of members of 
the Society of Friends known as the ‘ Yearly Meeting.’ 
At first these Annual Gatherings consisted of preachers 
or ‘ Public Friends ’ and were held, with occasional 
intermissions probably due to persecution, until 1673, 
when the first representative Yearly Meeting was held 
in London. There followed an unbroken record of 
Meetings in London down to 1904, since when the 
gatherings have been held in the provinces or in 
London. 

It was a visit from Wm. Dewsbury, Richard Farns¬ 
worth, Thomas Stubbs, Miles Halhead and James 
Naylor about 1652 which led to the group at Scalehouse 
being established. On the occasion of this visit Richard 
Scostrop, a persecutor, became a convert and an able 
minister and himself suffered persecution for his faith. 

* Robert Lilburne (1613-1665) was M.P. for East Riding of Yorkshire 
and entered the Army of Parliament. His brother, Lt.-Col. John 
Lilburne (1618-1657), ‘Freeborn John,’ was often imprisoned in the 
Tower of London and other places for libel. His writings are very 
numerous. In 1656, whilst in Dover Castle he came under the influence 
of Luke Howard, a well-known Quaker Minister, and joined the 
Society of Friends. 
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In 1675 John Watkinson, son of William took over 
Scalehouse from his father when he married Ann 
Coates of Kildwick Grange. There is every appearance 
that John did not follow the faith of his father; indeed 
the prominent position he occupied as a magistrate 
caused his name to be associated with later persecution 
of Friends. In that year (1675) this group of Friends 
moved to Rylston, a mile or two away, where some 
years later in 1712 a Meeting House was built adjoin¬ 
ing the burial ground at Rylston Reakes. This ground 
dates from 1657 and was without doubt the gift of 
Wm. Watkinson. The property was sold in 1813 and 
the building is now a cattle shed. It stands back in a 
field being known as Fox House Barn. 

Ann W^atkinson, widow of John W^atkinson, 
evidently moved to London and she sold Scalehouse 
m 1704. It had been acquired by a Wm. Watkinson 
of Thorldby, near Skipton, in 1609 from the Earl of 
Cumberland and Sir Robert Applebye and was therefore 
in the Watkinson family nearly 100 years. The first 
illustration shews the house as it was in the days of the 
Watkinsons. Captain Blake seen in the picture lived 
there about 1860. He was steward to the Earl of 
Burlington, an office held by a member of the Society 
of Eriends, George Myers of Earfield, near Bolton 
Abbey, in 1682. 

Scalehouse was for some years owned bv losias 
Morley of Beamsley Hall and afterwards by his 
son James, hence is found a lead spout bearing- the 
initials and date : I M A 1758. In 1850 Robert Hender¬ 
son inherited it from his cousin Richard Waddilove of 
Burnsa 1 and it eventually passed to his grandson. Con- 
siderable alterations were made about this time by the 
addition of two wings and three towers to the old build¬ 
ing, the entrance door being moved to the side The 
fine pte posts were moved to the entrance to the drive 
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Some 40 years ago the property was acquired by the 
late J. W. Standeven, of Halifax, who resided there 
until his death. It is now owned by his son, Mr. Jack 
Standeven, to whom the writer is indebted for having 
facilitated some necessary research. 

Speight wrote of ‘ Turretted Scalehouse ’ as being 
“ One of the stateliest and most compact old 

mansions in Craven, associated with the troublous 
times of Craven Quakerism.” 

The house is in perfect condition. The Ivy on the 
front walls has been removed, revealing exceptionally 
fine mullioned windows. Within the house is a hand¬ 
some staircase brought some years ago from a Belgian 
Castle. ^ 

FARFIELD. 

About the year 1654 Anthony Myers, a yeoman, 
of Catgill, near Bolton Abbey, became impressed by the 
message of the itinerant Quaker preachers, Wm. Dews¬ 
bury, Christopher Taylor and Gervase Benson and gave 
them hospitality, arranging meetings for them at his 
home. This resulted in the settlement of a group at 
Farfield, in Addingham. Anthony Myers soon became 
a leader in the new movement. He later went to live 
at Heskett, now demolished. He owned estates in the 
district and it was he who set apart the burial ground 
at Farfield about 1660, which is still owned by Friends 
and upon part of which the Meeting Flouse was erected 
in 1689, the year of the Toleration Act. This site is 
on the roadside close to Farfield Hall. 

Anthony Myers married in 1646 Elizabeth Croft; 
their daughters married respectively Matthew Lupton 
of Bradley, Jonathan Baynes of Embsay, Stephen Smith 
of Addingham and John Tennant of Langbar, all 
members of well known families. The only son, George 
Myers, married Mary Hardcastle at the home of her 





Friends’ Meeting House, Farfield. PhotoWaite? Scoh. 
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father, Peter Hardcastle of Hardcastle Garth, where 
he too had received and entertained the early Friend 
pioneers in Nidderdale. 

George Myers and his father suffered for their 
principles, their social positions making them marked 
objects of persecution. George Myers was a yeoman 
too and a close friend and agent of the Earl of 
Burlington, whose lands adjoined. He died in 1714, 
shortly after his return with the young Earl of Burling¬ 
ton from his grand tour abroad. In his writings and 
in pamphlets which he published he described himself 
as ‘ a lover of peace and Christian liberty ’ and ‘ a lover 
of truth and well-wisher of the souls of all men.’ He 
wrote extensively on spiritual worship and took an 
active part in the life of the Society as a minister. 

He was survived by a son, George, and a daughter, 
Hannah, and they jointly issued a very beautiful 
testimony concerning their father. 

The estate passed to George Myers, junr., who be¬ 
came Lord of the Manor of Addingham. In 1722 he 
married Elizabeth Laycock, of Halifax, a member of 
another well-known Quaker family, and some six years 
later he built the present Farfield Hall. The Hall 
surrounded the old House which can still be outlined at 
the rear of the Hall. The Earl of Burlington had 
become famous as an architectural expert and he is 
said to have designed the Hall. It is unusually ornate. 
It must be concluded that the Earl desired to make 
some acknowledgment to the widow or son of his late 
steward by assisting in the building of the Hall and at 
the same time indulging his taste in architecture. 

On the south side there is a crest carved in stone 
which is a copy of the Myers seal. The precise date 
is not known but we find a lead spout bearing the initials 
G.M. and date 1728, whilst the old house bell bears the 
date 1729 and is inscribed ‘ Come away, make no delay.’ 

‘Who plants like Bathhurst or who builds like 
Boyle ’ exclaimed Pope. Richard Boyle, the third Earl 
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of Burlington and the fourth Earl of Cork was called 
the Great Lord Burlington because of his association 
with the Arts. The general effect of the Hall has been 
described as one of defective scale and heavy richness 
rather than refinement, the accommodation being that 
of a house of moderate size while the general treatment 
is that of a mansion. The great gate piers and huge 
vases on the pediment on the garden front seem out of 
proportion to the size of the Hall. 

George Myers died in 1739 without issue and the 
estate passed to his sister Hannah under the Will of 
her father. She had married James Chaytor of Rich- 
mond.^but he had died in 1735. Hannah Chaytor only 
lived to 1742 and having no issue she willed the estate 
to Ebenezer Jackson of Totties Hall, near Huddersfield. 
As Hannah Chaytor only had a life interest her will 
was disputed by her cousin, George Smith, who claimed 
the estate as the son of Mary Smith, one of the sisters 
of George Myers, senior. This dispute was settled on 
the advice of Eriends, George Smith taking the Adding- 
ham properties and Ebenezer Jackson, who was the 
grandson of another sister of George Myers, senior, 
taking the Earfield estate. Jackson died unmarried in 
1775, leaving his nephew, John Marsden, sole legatee. 
The latter married Mary Travis, of Bridlington, and at 
his death without issue his sister Elizabeth, wife of 
John Travis, and her son John became owners but did 
not reside at the Hall. They sold it in 1805 to Wm. 
Cunlifife, since when it has passed to Ellis Cunlifife Lister, 
John Cunliffe Kaye and to the present owner Mr. George 
Douglas, who has resided there many years. 

For several generations the old Meeting House was 
the scene of many gatherings of the Quakers who came 
from miles round, hospitality being provided at the Hall. 
The sale to William Cunlifife ended the long Quaker 
associations. A stable was erected in a corner of the 
Burial Ground as the Hall was no longer available. 
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This stable has since disappeared. So too have the 
stone steps which were against the wall for mounting 
horses. 

About 1840 it was found more convenient to use 
a room at Addingham for meetings. In 1865 the 
question of pulling down the Meeting House at Farfield 
was considered in view of its dilapidated state, but the 
following year extensive repairs were made and the 
boundary wall raised, revealing four old grave stones 
which had been used as copings on the old wall, in 1920 
a new roof was provided. Repairs necessitate con¬ 
siderable cost from time to time but the associations 
warrant some sacrifice if we can hand on to future 
generations something of the spirit of Anthony Myers, 
his family and his friends. 

Inside the Meeting House are rough oak benches 
round the walls forming the Ministers’ Gallery, which 
are interesting. In recent years services were held 
there monthly but these have ceased. 

In the adjoining ground rest the remains of members 
of the Myers family and some 150 or more of their 
fellow members of this religious society. No longer 
is it a secluded retreat as the road (which at one time 
passed close to the Hall) is now often busy with traffic, 
yet the passer-by may find refreshment of spirit in con¬ 
templating for a few moments upon its great past and 
the peaceable victories it has won. 
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THE 
PENALTY FOR REFUSING A KNIGHTHOOD. 

The 5th day of the month of October in the sixth 
year of the reign of King Charles of England, 1630. 
York : Receaved the day and yeare above said of Walter 
Stanhope of Horsforth in ye said Countie, gent., the 
somme of sixteene poundes. And it is in discharge of a 
Composicon by him made with my selfe and others his 
Majesties Comissioners for compounding the fynes and 
forfeitures for not attending and receaveing the order 
of Knighthood at his Majesties Coronacon according to 
the lawe in that case provided. I say receaved the 
somme of xvj li. 

Wentworth. 

Indorsed: 5 Oct., 6 Car.I. Earle Straffords receipt for 
16 li of Walter Stanhope for not attending the Royal 
Coronation to be Knighted, 1630.* 
* From Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope’s manuscripts, Cannon Halt 

A LOAN IN CIVIL WAR DAYS. 
Mr. Walter Stanhope. 

It is ordered and thought Requisit that you lend 
the Some of thirtie pounds towards ye Releife of ye 
armie nowe under ye Comand of ye Right Honerabl 
ffardinando Lord fairefax, Lord Generali of all ye 
Northeran forces raysd for defence of King and 
parlament, Relligon and libertie of ye land, for which 
you ar to have ye publick faith. And the same you ar to 
pay unto me upon Tewsday next at ye house of William 
Massie, Junior, in leedes. In the performance whereof 
it is expeckted you will not fade, as you tender your 
owne Safetie and ye penalities that may further ensewe. 

yr. Rich. Rhodes, Collector Generali. 
May ye 24th, 1643. 
Indorsed: For Mr. Walter Stanopp, senior, 
in Horsforth.* 
* From Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope’s manuscripts, Cannon Hall. 



MANNINGHAM IN THE REIGN OE JAMES 1. 

There was discovered among the Duchy of 
Lancaster papers in the Public Record Office, 
London, last year the earliest known township 

map relating to the Bradford neighbourhood. Mr. 
H. I. Judson, of Barnet, Herts., reported his “ find ” to 
me and very kindly made a copy of the original, which 
is in colour. Local historical research students are, 
therefore, indebted to Mr. Judson for bringing to light 
this valuable document; and the purpose of this note is 
to inform members of the Society of the existence of 
this map, hitherto unknown to local historians. 

It is entitled 
“ A plat of all the landes within the Towneship of 

Manniggam wherein The old land freholde is Colored 
with red the old land Coppihold with grene The 
New Land Coppyhould with yelowe and the new land 
frehoulde lefte white the old land on the East side 
of the towne being Colored with grene and red is 
meadow & arable the feilds old land lying on the 
weste side [of] the towne is Arable and pasture 
taken by me Robert Saxton Ano: Dm 1613.” 

The title of the map appears nearly in the left-hand 
top corner, and in the left-hand bottom corner is the 
endorsement 

“ This platte was deliuered up by Robert Saxton 
surveyor abovenamed to be inclosed the Eleventh 
dale of June instant 1613 according to his oath taken 
for the same purpose, the Eight & twentith daie of 
May last past before vs, viz. Charles Clapham Willm 
Harrison by vertue of his highnes Commission to 
us & others to that ende directed.” 

Robert Saxton, who surveyed the Manningham 
township, was the eldest son of Christopher Saxton, 
the first English cartographer. The family belonged 
to the hamlet of Dunningley, between Leeds and 
Wakefield. 

In such a brief note as this it is impossible to discuss 
adequately the tremendous value which the map 
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possesses, particularly when used in conjunction with 
deeds relating to Manningham and Manningham 
families. It abounds in personal and field names; 
thus do we find in it a directory of the inhabitants of 
the township of the period, as well as the location of 
many roads, becks, fields and lands, such as the Brad¬ 
ford Free School lands. 

In 1613 the township was intersected by roads which 
remain to-day, but unfortunately Saxton named only 
two. One is “ The Kinges hye strete,’ now White Abbey 
Road and its continuation. Toller Lane; and the other 
“ Brecklayne,” which we now know as City Road and 
its continuation, Thornton Road. Last century “ Breck¬ 
layne ” was called Brick Lane. The route of the present 
Manningham Lane is also clearly defined, and beyond 
the beck, which now runs through the Botanical Garden 
in Lister Park and which is the ancient boundary 
between the Heaton and Manningham townships, the 
lane is described as ‘ The way from Manniggam to 
Frisingall.” 

Various geographical features of the Manningham 
township 300 years ago have now disappeared, notably 
Manningham Common which then was an unenclosed 
tract of land at Daisy Hill. 

It is hoped that it will be possible in the future to 
reproduce and publish the map, when doubtless a 
descriptive paper will accompany it. Permission to 
reproduce it has already been granted by the Public 
Record Office authorities; there remains to obtain the 
necessary funds to pay for its reproduction. Estimates 
received for the work show the cost to be too great for 
the Society to bear at the present time; and unless some 
generous friend of the Society’s, with a desire to help 
forward local historical studies, defrays the cost 
involved, the map must of necessity remain more or 
less inaccessible for an indefinite period. 

Wilfrid Robertshaw. 



A NOTE ON EARLY SCHOOLS. 

H. 1. JuDsoN, B.A. 

The information which we have of any school in 
Bradford in early days is scanty. In the reign 
of Edward VI it was declared to be “ of im¬ 

memorial antiquity ” and to be endowed with certain 
buildings and land. It is probable that in Bradford, 
as was the frequent practice elsewhere, the chantry 
priest acted as schoolmaster and that part of his income 
came from the school property. It is obvious that a 
connection of this kind would not be made too prominent 
at the inquiry of Edward the Sixth’s commissioners as 
they were confiscating chantry lands wholesale; how¬ 
ever, the Bradford school lands were ordered to be 
“ continued to the same use.” (Cal. Pat. Rolls). 

That there is such scanty information about the 
school is not surprising ; the same is the case with the 
Chapel ^ of St. Sitha; it is so with a much larger 
institution than either, the hospital at Skipton which 
had disappeared, though six hundred years ago it was of 
such a size that a King’s Clerk was appointed as its 
Master. Neither Dugdale nor Tanner has any record 
of it; it is only known because of a law-suit. 

That there were local schools of any early date is a 
matter of fact. The Victoria County History states 
that Lady Alesia and Henry de Lascy made a grant 
“ to the scholars of Pontefract School of forty loaves ” 
(every fortnight) in 1297. The Manor Rolls of 
Wakefield show that a school existed there in 1298 under 
“ Master John,” a designation which shows him to have 
been a university graduate. In the early 13th century 
‘Thomas le Scolemastre de Lancastre ” is named in 

a plea of land. Further, by 1401, provision had been 
made for some elementary schools in Yorkshire where 
English grammar and singing were to be taught 
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The schoolmaster, in addition to fees when charged, 
had, in some parts of the country, a piece of land in 
the common field granted him by the other holders. The 
following, in a deed of 1397, may be an example of this 
in Modbury, Devonshire : “ half an acre of meadow 
.... between the meadow of Gilbert Scolemaystre 
on the one side and . . . .” In many cases property 
was left by will. Allotments and bequests may account 
for the Bradford school lands both in the town and in 
Manningham. 

The Surtees Society’s publication on Yorkshire 
Chantries shows that there were certain lands attached 
to the Keighley Chantry “ to the use of finding of a 
priest to say mass and to teach the children.” There 
is also a statement which cannot, apparently, be verified, 
that a school existed there in pre-Reformation times, 
kept up by public subscription, a reference, perhaps, to 
an assignment of land in the common field there. 

The schools in Yorkshire, in early times, were so 
numerous that the Chancellor of York Cathedral, the 
third ecclesiastic of the diocese, was appointed to super¬ 
vise them. Consequently, the words “ of immemorial 
antiquity ” applied to Bradford School .have a very 
definite meaning. 

Mr. G. C. Coulton, in his Monastic Schools in the 
Middle Ages, shows that such schools as existed were 
comparable, in their type of pupil, with the public schools 
of to-day and had little to do with popular education. 

On the other hand, the Bradford Court Rolls con¬ 
tain a variety of hand-writing and Latin phraseology, 
often in successive Courts. The inference is, that a 
number of people in the manor could translate off-hand 
into Latin of a sort and that this learning was not 
supplied by the monastery but by the local school. 




