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A DISPUTED COUNTY BOUNDARY. 

J. J. BRIGG, M.A. 

THE road from Keighley to Come by way )f 
Oakworth crosses the boundary between York-
shire and Lancashire at a point about one-third 

of a mile beyond "Dangerous Corner" and "Two 
Laws," and some distance on the Yorkshire side of the 
watershed. This difference of a few hundred yards is 
of greater importance than it seems. When the Keighley 
Local Board of Health, in 1869, built their " Water-
sheddles " Reservoir, they were obliged, for engineering 
reasons, to build it at the point nearest to the watershed, 
and this is in Lancashire. The ratepayers of Keighley 
have thus had to pay rates on the reservoir to the rating 
authorities of Lancashire—both local and county. 

Why the County boundary was fixed in its present 
position is explained by the record of the judgment given 
in a dispute between the owners of the Manors of Come 
and Oakworth. This is preserved at the Record Office 
in London, and was brought to my notice by Mr. 
H. 1. Judson. It is among the "Duchy of Lancaster" 
papers there. 

The Manor of Come was in the "Forest" of 
Trawden, which was part of the vast estates of the 
de Lacy family. These passed to John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster, son of Edward III; his son became King 
of England, as Henry IV., and ever since that time 
(about 1400) the possessions of the "Duchy of 
Lancaster" have belonged to the Crown. 

The dispute in question was thus between the King, 
(James I.), as Duke of Lancaster and the freeholders 
of Oakworth, acting as joint Lords of the Manor of 
Oakworth. 
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For generations this Manor had belonged to the 
Copleys of Batley, but in 1614, Alvery Copley, son and 
heir of Edward Copley of Batley, Esquire, conveyed to 
John Midgley, of Headley in Bradforddale, Arthur 
Rawson, of Lees, Christopher Mitchell of Stanbury and 
Robert Heaton, Senior, of the same, yeomen, " all the 
commons mores and wast lands commonly called Oke-
worth Moor in Okeworth, Scoles and Deanfeild and 
elsewhere in the Lordship of Okeworth one acre of 
the sd. common abutting on a place called Wolfestones 
excepted." The price was £180, and the nominal pur-
chasers were, in fact, trustees for all the Oakworth 
freeholders-30 in number—who had found the money. 
The common was divided into 488 equal parts and the 
freeholders took shares according to the amount of their 
"inland" holdings. 

The new owners were soon in dispute as to the 
Western boundary of the Manor with their powerful 
neighbours—the Duchy and its tenants. The Oakworth 
people made the commonsense claim that their Western 
boundary should be the natural watershed, while the 
Duchy claimed right up to what is the boundary to-day. 
It was recognised by both parties that it was a County 
as well as a Manorial boundary that was in question. 

The land in dispute lies to the North of the 
Keighley-Colne road, and the boundaries as laid 
down in the official plan annexed to the judgment 
are : South, the stream now taken into the 
reservoir but then running down into Oldsnap Clough; 
East, a line northwards from "Two Laws" to the rocky 
escarpment called " the Wolf Stones "; North, a line run-
ning westwards from Wolf Stones and dividing 
Oakworth Moor from Emmott Moor; West, a line 
running northwards from a point near the head of the 
reservoir* The plot of land thus defined is always re-
ferred to as "the land lying between the Great Law 
and the Two Laws. The word law or low is 

applied to any more or less conical hill, and especially 
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to the rounded "tumuli" SO common in Derbyshire 
(Arbor Low, etc.); "Armshaw Low" on Haworth 
Brow Moor is the nearest example. A small hill at the 
head of the reservoir must be "the Great Law." "Two 
Laws" is the well-known name of two farms lying just 
north of "Dangerous Corner." The official map marks 
two hills, which may still be distinguished, and, incident-
ally, the etymology of "Two Laws" is cleared up. 

The Duchy authorities took the matter seriously, 
and no fewer than four separate commissions were sent 
down to take evidence and report. Of three of these, 
verbatim copies are before me, and I have endeavoured 
to abbreviate them without omitting any essential points. 

The first Commission is dated July 7th, 1617, and 
evidence was taken September 1st of the same year. The 
witnesses examined on behalf of the Duchy were: 
Richard Roberts of Colne, James Walton of Shawe 
Head, Robert Judson of Oakworth, John Shackleton of 
Oakworth, and Richard Southende of Whalley. They 
were confronted with a long list of " Interrogatories," 
and I have condensed their replies as well as those of 
the later witnesses. 

To most of the questions they made no reply, but 
Richard Roberts said that he knew "Langshaie" 
(Laneshaw) Brook, also the boundary called "Wool-
stones" (Wolfstones), and one other boundary mark--
"Watershackles Crosse," which, he said, "lies South 

"from Woolstones and neare and on the North side of 
the old cawsaie called Wycoller Cawsaie which lies 
between the Great Law and the Two Laws." This 
cross is the one now known as Watersheddles Cross or 
the " Hanging Stone " i.e., the " Leaning Stone," which 
stands or rather leans at a point in the Moor about a 
furlong from the road. 

Roberts said also that 52 years before the enquiry, 
Geffraie Driver, the Wycoller herdsman, had told him 
he herded his cattle up to the line of the above-named 
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cross and turned back any Oakworth cattle which came 
further West. 

James Walton said that he knew the old causeway 
called "Wycoller Causey," and had, 60 years before, 
met the servants of the Wycoller people coming away 
from repairing it with hacks, spades and other 
woorktooles." 

Richard Southend of Whalley deposed that the 
parchment now shewn to him was a true copy of an 
"old deed or boundary" contained in "a booke called 
the Coucher Booke said to be that of Whalley Abbey 
and now in the possession of Ralph Assheton of 
Whalley." As Richard is described as a yeoman of 
thirty-nine or thereabouts we may be inclined to question 
his ability as a reader of mediæval documents, but as 
will be seen later this " old deed or boundary" was the 
deciding factor in the case. 

"Robert Judsonne of Okeworth, Taylor, aged lxiii 
years " deposed that within the last thirty years the 
Tenants and Freeholders of Okeworth have inclosed 
and improved fifteen acres of the waste of the Manor 
of Okeworth and that two hundred more acres are 
staked out to be enclosed. 

The witnesses who appeared before the same com-
mission to give evidence on behalf of the Oakworth 
freeholders were the following: Humfrey Tatill (i.e., 
Toothill), of Haworth; John Shackleton of Oakworth; 
Thomas Smith of Haworth; Richard Sutcliff of 
Haworth; Robert Buckley of Denholme Gate and 
Thomas Smith of Haworth. 

Twenty interrogatories were administered to them, 
and their answers are given in full. They agreed that 
they had always heard and "never to the contrary till 
the beginning of this suit that the Great Lawe and 

" *Wynnietts nicke were the 'bounders.'" They were 
"questioned about the old track called "Wycoller 
Cawsey," and they said it lay on the West side of the 
Great Law and the East end cometh within "about 
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40 yards" or "about a stone cast" or "within 2 paire 
of But lengths" of the Great Law. They were doubt-
ful about the continuation Eastwards of the Cawsey, 
but John Shackleton said there was still between the 
Great Law and Two Laws a cawsey "which is growen 

"ouer which heretofore hath been diked on both sides "-
called the old cawsey. 

They all knew a place called "Watersheadles, lying 
"on the South side of the great lawe and neare thereto, 
"and that the water which springeth or falleth by rayne 

att the saide place doth devide itself and thone parte 
"thereof runneth downe into Lancashire and so to the 
"West sea, and thother parte thereof downe into Yorke-
shire and so to the East sea." On the map this is 
marked " Heuenwatersheddinge " or "sheading." 

The question of the repair of the highway running 
through the land in dispute was of considerable import-
ance. Thomas Smyth said he had known the surveyors 
and overseers for Oakworth "amend the hiewaye from 
the two laws westward to the great lawe," also that 
he had helped to do it himself and had sent his children 
and servants to help and had helped to lay a stone as 
a bridge " over the ditch of the West side of the greate 
Lawe by the like commandment of the saide overseers 

"he then dwelling within the lordshipp of Okeworth." 
John Shackleton confirmed this. Robert Buckley said 
the same, giving the names of some of the parish sur-
veyors: Thos. Whip of Deanfield, Edward Moore of 
Okeworth; but in his statement the length repaired i 
less "within 30 or 40 roods of the Great Law" and 
"somewhat past the middway." 

On the question of grazing rights, John Shackleton 
after defining the boundary marks as Great Law, Cross-
sike and Watersheddles, deposed that "about Iii yeares 

"ago he with his father (who was an inhabitante within 
"Okeworth and did keep his cattell within the commons 

* In the Ordnance Map "Onion Clough." 
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lying hetwene the two lawes and the great lawe) did meet 
"one Geifrey Dryver who was heardsman for Wycoller 
"att a place called Whynnietts dioughe and this 
examinate's father did then saye to the saide Heards-

"man That he the saide Jeffrey did heard upon them of 
"Okeworth very hard (meaninge upon the comons 
' betwene the great lawe and the two lawes) unto which 
he the said Jeffrey did saye that they used to heard no 
further Eastward than the Wynnietts Cloughe, but that 
the dogg did sometymes run to farre contrary to his 
mynde." 

Several of the witnesses affirmed that they had seen 
Averay Copley Esquire "both hawke and hunt" on the 
disputed ground "and that he did appoint certeyne of 

"his Tennants and Freholders within Okeworth afore-
saide for many yeares together to keepe and preserve 
from destruction the more game which bred as well 

"upon this common as upon the rest of the commons 
"J)elongiflg to Okeworth." "And further that he hath 
"knowen the saide Averay Copley direct forth diverse 
warrants for the apprehendinge of persons wch did 
destroy Mooregame there." 

None of the witnesses said anything about Water-
sheddles Cross, but most of them agreed that they "had 
heard men say that when they were on the West side 
of one sike runninge on the west side of the Great Law 
that they were in Lancashire and when they were on the 
East side of the saide sike then they were in Yorkshire." 

The Crown, that is-the Duchy, were not satisfied, 
and a new Commission was appointed. The Com-
missioners were: Nicholas Towneley, Jefferey Rishton, 
Roger Kenion, John Blakey, Roberte Hey, Mathewe 
Feud, Danyell Foxcrofte, Abraham Lister and Roberte 
Saxton. The last name is interesting because the King's 

"pleasure was that "you or any twoe or more of you doe 
take a perfecte viewe and survey of the lands in question 

"and the Boundaries thereof. And thereupon to make a 
perfecte plotte of the same lands with the Boundaries, 
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Meares, Markes and other noted places thereof accord-
ing as they are clayrned by eyther partie," and the map 
accompanying the record was made by him. He is said 
-to have been the King's surveyor in these parts, and 
was the brother of Christopher Saxton the "Father of 
English Mapmakers." 

Not more than six witnesses on each side were to 
be examined, and the questions were to be the same as 
under the previous commission. The names of those 
examined are John Pighells of Haworth, Yeoman; 
Richard Brigge of Oxenhope, Husbandman; John 
Shack]eton of Stanbury, Husbandman; Roberte Pig--
hells of Stanbury, Butcher; Thomas Rawson of 
"Clivethoe" in Lancashire, Husbandman; and Thomas 
Blakey of Marley Bancks, Yeoman. 

To the interrogatory as to the boundary between 
Yorkshire and Lancashire the answers were :-

The Great Law or the Sike to the West of it has 
been so accounted for seventy years past. 
almost a myle, as this deponent thincketh, on the 
west side of the two lawes " 

"Hath heard by report of one Dickson(') who was of 
the age of fivescore yeares and diverse other ould 
men that the sike which runneth on the west side 
of the greate Lawe did devide Lancashire from 
Yorkshire." 

As to repairing the highway, three witnesses agreed 
that the Oakworth people had repaired this length of 
road "for twelve years past" (but before that time he 
never knew that the "inhabitants of Okeworth or any 
other hamlett or township did amend it.") "For forty 
years past" or by credible report " for the memory of 
man once about twenty years since between the two 
Lawes and the great Lawe at one sike or water at the 
East side of it and within a bowshott therefrom, and 
by credible report for a long time." 

(1) A hitherto unknown Yorkshire Centenarian. 
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On the question of grazing; John Pighells forty years 
before had helped to herd the Wycoller cattle but they 
did not drive them so far East as the Great Law. If 
they strayed the Oakworth people did not trouble them 
"for they did not much regard or respecte the same." 
The cattle might "rake over" into the disputed ground 
but were not herded there. 

John Shackleton spoke of the appointment by the 
Oakworth people sixty years before of one Midgley to 
herd their cattle "Westwards unto the Great Law," and 
to drive the Wycoller cattle from the land in dispute. 

Thomas Rawson said the Oakworth people usually 
drove their cattle to a place called the Soughe Head, 
and so on Westward within a "bowshott of the sike 

«running on to the West side of the Great Law and unto 
another place there called Watersheadles Grene." He 
has seen the Wycoller herdsman drive their cattle from 
(2)" Coomewell" Cross Eastward into the middle of 
Wycoller Causey but never so far Eastward as the 
Great Law "albeit he hath heard that th'inhabitants of 

"Okeworth did use to drive them back again." 
Thomas Rawson had been told by one Whipp about 

40 years before (i.e., when he was about 13 years old) 
of Averay Copley's hawking and hunting and of his 
appointing Whipp his gamekeeper here and elsewhere 
in Oakworth. 

John Pighell "hath sene and knowen travellers as 
"they had occasion to travell both westward and east-
"ward saie one to another that when they were over the 
sike on the west side of the great lawe that then they 

"were in Lancashire and when they were on the East 
side thereof that then they were in Yorkshire." 

Thos. Rawson deposed that within 12 years he had 
seen the Oakworth people "breake and gett stones, 
and his brother get peats there. Also that he hath seen 

(2) Combe Hill or Camel Cross near the Herders' urn. 
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"one Illingworth bailiffe to the Earle of Cumberland take 
away a sheep as an "estray."* 

Wicoller Causey " or " Causeway " and " Water-
sheddles Cross" were points of great importance in the 
dispute, and the witnesses were closely questioned as to 
their knowledge of them. 

Humifrey Tatill said that the Causey lies west of 
the Great Law, the East end of it about 40 yards thereof, 
and before this suit had never heard of any other causey 
in the disputed ground. There is a place called Water-
sheadles lying South-west from the Great Law which 
is on the natural water-parting. 

Thomas Smyth confirmed all the above statements 
with this in addition, that forty years before he had 
heard that there was an "old causey" on the disputed 
ground. 

Richard Sutcliff could only say that the East end 
Wycoller Causey came "within two paire of But lengths 
or thereabouts of the greate Lawe." 

John Shackleton agreed as to the position of 
"Wicoller Causey" and "Water Sheadles," and that 
there is yet a causey in the ground in dispute which he 
has known for 40 years—it is grown over, and has been 
diked on both sides, as he takes it, it still is. It is 
called the " Old Causey." 

Robert Pighells confirmed all this with the common-
sense addition that "it seemeth to this deponents' 

"thought that the said place called Watersheadles should 
devide Yorkeshire from Lancashire." 

Robert Buckley knew Wicoller Causey and Water-
sheadles "but knoweth no causey between the greate 

"Lawe and the two lawes." 
The Whalley Coucher Book perambulation, as we 

shall see later, says that Watersheddles Cross stands 
"upon" (" super ") Wicoller Causey; hence the above 
statements. 

* The Earl did this because Oakworth was within his honor or 
fee of Skipton. 

if 
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The Oakworth witnesses could not deny the exist-
ence of the Cross, for it was there, but they said what 
they could to minimise its importance. We may sum-
manse their evidence. 

John Pighells had never seen it before: "it stands 
neare and to the North of the Old Causey," about 600 
feet from the "highe roade way," and it" standeth upon 
such a place that if travellers did use to travell that wa 
that then they could not well travell that way by reason 
of the softness of the ground." It is a quarter of a 
mile from the Great Law : Nor is there so far as he 
can see any sign that it was set up by the hand of man 
or is so formed that a cross might stand thereon. He 
never heard it called Watersheadles Cross until this suit 
was begun. 

Richard Brigg had never heard any stone called by 
this name. 

John Shackleton "hath sene a stone which he bath 
"hard by report that th'inhabitants of Wycoller do 
pretend to be called by the name of Watersheadles 
Cross." Sixty years before, he and others used to call it 
"the standing stone." It is about two or three butt 
lengths from the Old Causey, a bowshot from the high-
way, half-a-mile from the Great Law, standing on a 
place called Kidstone (?Ridstone) Ridge, and 'upon a 

"wilde grounde and no way neare it and that no 
travellers use to passe that waye.'" 

Robert Pighells agrees and says no travellers can 
pass that way with horses, also that he never heard the 
name before this suit. 

Thomas Rawson had known the stone from a boy. 
Although the Wycoller people "do now pretend it to be 
Watersheadles Crosse" he always knew it as the 
"hingeinge or standing stone." It stands on a place 
called Stoney Edge. 

So far for the verbal evidence taken on the spot, 
we now come to the trial and decision of the matter. 
With the Crown virtually the plaintiff we might expect 
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these to have been in the hands of an impartial court— 
for example, the Common Law Judges subservient as 
these were under the early Stuart Kings. But here 
the King, as Duke of Lancaster, came as plaintiff in the 
case before his own Duchy Court at Westminster, and 
the matter was soon decided. The record is headed 
"Friday, Nov. 13. 1618 Between Sir Edward Mosley 
Attorney to the King for his Duchy of Lancaster at the 
instance of Nicholas Ctinliffe (of Wycoller) plaintiff 
and Henry Pighells, John Rawson, Antony Wright, and 
Robert Rawson (trustees for the freeholders) 
defendants." 

After reciting that the King as Duke of Lancaster 
is Lord of the Manor of Come and of "Wicoller 
Pasture" which adjoins the commons or moors of 
Oakworth Manor, the boundary dividing them being 
also the boundary between Come and Oakworth and 
between Lancashire and Yorkshire, the record goes on 
to say that the defendants "beinge tenaunts Freeholders 

"Resyants and Inhabitants of and within the Manor of 
"Oakworth have trespassed upon Wycoller Pasture, 
enclosing parts thereof and pasturing the residue with 
their beasts." The defendants in reply cite the convey-
ance by Alvery Copley quoted above and deny any act 
of trespass. 

"To which answers the Attorney replied and the 
defendants rejoyned and were at a full issue." "Four 
several Commissions have been sent down and wit-
nesses examined, a day of hearing has been appointed 
by consent of both parties, and the cause comes this day 
to a hearing in open court with counsel on both sides." 

The Court—if we may call it a court—paid very 
little heed to the " oldest inhabitant" evidence set out 
above, but fastened at once on what seemed to the 
lawyers a very satisfactory piece of written evidence 
viz.: "upon the veiue and readinge of a writinge taken 
out of a Coucher booke of the late dissolved Abbey of 
Whaley in the possession of Ralph Assheton Esquire 
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of Greate Lever owner of the site of the Abbey and 
Fermor of the Rectory there (i.e., farmer of the Great, 
or Rectorial tithes) and is proved by depositions taken 

"here to be a true copy of the Coucher Book." 

The ancient parish of Whalley was very large, 
extending from the Bowland Fells down into Lancashire 
with the Abbey of Whalley near the centre. The 
"Coucher Book" was a large manuscript volume of 
memoranda concerning the Abbey. It has been edited 
for the Chetham Society (Vol. x. p 333) and its editor 
says that the perambulation referred to is written on 
a fly leaf and evidently in a later hand, perhaps 15th 
Century, than the rest of the book. The boundaries of 
the parish are set out and the relevant sentences are 
these :—(translated from the Latin of original) " and 
thence Southwards as far as le Woolstones are stretched 

«the bounds between Whalley and Kildwick parishes; 
«and thence Southwards as far as (a) or (the) cross 
(upon) or (above) the causeway of Wycolar called "le 
watershadles Crosse" are stretched the bounds between 

"Whalley and Kighley parishes, and so forward to a 
certain 'intersection' of the hill called Crawhold (Crow 
Hill) which is called ' Lesskarch' (mistake for "le 

"skar ") on Crowhull are stretched the bounds between 
"Whalley and Bradford parishes." 

We can hardly wonder that the Court should accept 
this evidence from which as the judgment given states 
"it doth appear that Woolf stones and Watersheadles 
Crosse above Wycoler Cawsey being South from the 

"Woolfstones and so Southward to the top of Crowhitl 
are the true boundaries between Lancashire and York-
shire." 

The judgment refers also to a Commission of 1605 
which took evidence concerning the boundaries of Colne 
and Ickornshaw manors :-" and soe downe Sandiforde 

"Syke as yt runneth into the stream of Longshawe Water 
(Laneshaw Beck) and soe directly upwardlye as the 
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"water of Longshawe runeth untill they come to the 
Wolf estones." 

The Court were impressed by the fact that at any 
rate Wolf stones was a mark on the County boundary 
although they admitted that the Oakworth people were 
not to be bound by a judgment to which they were not 
a party. The record continues "And for that it did 
1ikewyse appear to this Court by depositions of divers 

«deponents that the said Woolfstones and from thence 
«Southward to the Watersheadles Crosse neare the ould 
Cawsye called Wycollar Cawsey and soe to the saide 
Cawsey weare the most certen reputed meares and 

«boundaryes dividinge the said Wycoller Pasture from 
"the wastes and comons of Oakworth" also "that the 
"saidmannor of Come was reputed to extend to the said 
Woolfstones which agreeinge with the foresaid 

"BOundary writing and with the depositions of divers 
«deponents directly proveinge the saarne Woolfstones to 
«be a boundary between the said Wycoller pasture arid 
«Oakworth commons thoughe there were some other 
«meares (i.e. boundaries) nominated by other deponents 
"which did not agree with the forementioned boundary 
"in the Auncyent Cowcher booke nor with the said 
decree." "The Court is the more induced to give the 

"more Creditt to the said depositions and the said 
"Auncyent boundarye (i.e. perambulation) proveinge the 
"said Woolfstones to be a boundarye as aforesaid rather 
"than the deposition of others that mencion other newe 
"and unknowne boundaryes having no record or deed to 
"veref ye the saarne." "Wherefore it is this present daye 
"ordered adjudged and decreed by the Chauncellor and 
"Councell of this Court that the aforesaid Woolfstones 
"and from thence Southward to a stone or Crosse stand-
"inge above the Cawsey of Wycoller called by the name 
"of Watersheadles Crosse and from thence Southward 
"towards the Topp of the sayd hill of Crowhill so far 
"as the said pasture of Wycoller and the said Mannor of 
"Ockworth doe extend shall for ever hereafter be and be 
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"adjudged .knowne deemed reputed called and taken to 
be the trewe meares boundaryes and devysions between 
the said pasture and Mannor and the said Counties 

"so far as the Mannors of Colne and Ockworth doe 
"extend" and that all the land in variance to the West 
of this line shall be adjudged part of Wycoller Pasture 
and all to the East of it part of the Manor of Oakworth. 

And so the great dispute was settled! 

The "Watersheddles Cross" alias the Hinging or 
Hanging stone is still there as evidence. It still 
"hangs" or leans and on it are cut a small cross and the 
words HANGING STONE or WATERSHEDDLES 
CROSS. This may possibly have been done after the 
Court's decision. 

As an example of the form of these questions one 
of the Interrogatories administered to the witnesses for 
Oakworth may suffice. 

7. Item. Whether are the places where the two lawes 
doe lye, lyinge and beinge within the Mannor or Lord-
shipp of Oakworth and within the county of Yorke, 
and whether have not the Surveyors of the Lordshipp 
of Oakworth aforesaide and of Kigheley, and the over-
seers for high waies heretofore appointed for the 
Towneshipp of Kigheley (within wch the saide Mannor 
or Lordshipp doth lye) duringe the tyme of vor 
remembrance and by credible report tyme out of mynde 
of man, together with th'inhabitants of the saide Towne-
shipp yearely for the most parte repaired and amended 
the highwaye on the west parte of the saide two lawes 
towards Wycoller common or pasture, and how farre 
westward from the saide Two lawes have yow knowen 
thinhabitants of Okeworth or of the Townshipp of 
Kighley aforesaide to repaire and amend the highe 
way there as lyinge within the said Lordshipp of 
Okeworth and county of Yorke, declare your whole 
knowledge to every pointe of this interrogation." 
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The large "parish" of Keighley extending right 
up to the borders of Lancashire contained only one 
township," i.e., the "township of Keighley," and in 

common language to-day "t'parish" means the Oak-
worth district generally. 

Among the Wainman papers are some relating to 
a dispute between the Keighley and the Oakworth people 
as to the boundaries of their two commons or moors. 
The map annexed is dated Sept. 7th, 1780, and there is 
a note in Mr. W. Wainman's handwriting that it was 
settled in favour of Keighley. 

Later is a letter signed by Benjamin Ferrand dated 
St. Ives, July 9th, 1787. It is not very clear now what 
it is about, unless it was that the " Squire of Wycoller 
Owen Cunliffe, had been encroaching on Oakworth 
Common beyond the line laid down in 1618. 

[ COPY ] 
To William Wainman, Esq., No. 70 Great Queen Street, 

Lincolns Inn Fields, London. 
My dear Sir, 

I delayed writing till we had begun our work at 
Oakworth which we did on friday the 6th according to 
the most public advertisement in our power; we rode 
our boundaries correspondent to the best evidence I 
could collect both written and parole, levelled the Squire 
of Wycoller's washfolds, pinfolds and Lakes to the no 
small discomposure of the gentleman in person, who 
came up to me and asked by what authority I did these 
things. I answered by the best in the world, an un-
doubted right which we shou'd certainly support, and 
maintain, he advanced as far as our Court House and 
assured me I had been guilty of a very rash action and 
that he shou'd directly send me a writ for my Bailiff 
(poor innocent Midgley Hall). I reply'd whenever he 
did he might depend upon it we wou'd defend ourselves. 
Mr. Craven and Mr. Heaton were there with most of 
the freeholders of Oakworth and between four and five 
hundred of the best mobility of the adjacent counties of 
Stanbury and Haworth. Messrs. Craven and Heaton do 
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not think it will proceed any further as he has his hands 
pretty full with his suit with Stanbury and if that is 
brought to issue it will determine, I believe, our case 
without further trouble, tho' I think our evidence is far 
the best of the two, but that we will examine when you 
come down and when he has put Midgley Hall in a 
sweat. Our affair has been tried before and we have a 
decree out of the Dutchy Court with a plan annexed in 
our .îavour. When he starts I shall summon all the 
freeholders and take the sentiments of all concerned, 
and I hope you will be down ere that happens. I fear 
it is beyond a hope that a Chancery Suit will be ended 
so soon but I hope when it is you will come off victorious. 
I shou'd be happy to be of any service to you in the 
county during your stay which will be you say not till 
7th August. I dined with our friend Sharp on thursday 
in good plight. Messrs. Busfield, Field, etc., are all at 
the watering places. I had thought of Scarboro' but 
being as well as possible .for human nature to be I am 
hard to thrust off the sod. My respects attend Mrs. 
Wainman that am Dr. Sir 

With my very sincere regards. 
Your obliged servant, 

Benj. Ferrand. 



THE ROMAN ROAD FROM CHESTER TO 

YORK BEYOND SLACK, AND THE 

ENTRENCHMENT NEAR CLECKHEATON. 

F. VILLY. 

THE course of the Roman road from Chester to 
York has long been recognised as passing the 
forts at Castleshaw and Slack, and it has been 

taken quite rightly as being continued generally in the 
line of the present highway thence to Rastrick. This 
has led to the asumption that the site mentioned by 
Richardson near Cleckheaton was on the road; but the 
exact position of that site has since become lost and 
attempts to trace the road have failed. However, there 
can be little doubt that both identifications have now 
been made. 

Richardson's note (Hearne's Leland, 3rd Ed., Vol. I. 
p. 148) is as follows: "In the Heaton fields, nigh the 
Hedleshaw where the Roman coins before-mentioned 
were found, in a piece of high ground called Stunsteads, 
there have been ploughed up several coins (one of 
Septimus Severus and one of Pertinax, both of silver, 
I have now by me), and also foundations of buildings. 
I have sometimes thought this was Cambodunum, but 
that the difference from Calcaria to Cambodunurn 
(which Mr. Camden makes to be Almondhury) assigned 
by Antoninus seems more agreeable." 

He explains also that in the field Hedleshaw (his 
own property) were found several hundred coins dating 
between 218 and 268 A.D. 

No further definite information existed until within 
recent years, when an examination of the Cleckheaton 
Allotment Award Map (1795) gave clues as to the 
general neighbourhood where the Roman finds must 
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FIGURE 1, 

GENERAL PLAN OF THE NEIGHBOURI!OOD OF THE FORT. 

(Refroduced bj' ,hermission oj The C/ec,c'heaton Guardian.") 

have been made. Examintion of the country revealed 
that slight traces of the Roman road existed pointing 
through that neighbourhood, and trial trenches in five 
possible pieces of ground thereabouts at last revealed a 
quadrangular ditch with rounded corners which can 
hardly fail to be the sole existing remains of a Roman 
fortification, though further work is needed in order 
to prove this conclusively and to display the exact 
meaning of the place. 



FIGURE 4. VIEW OF SNELsINs FROM THE NORTH-EAST, WITH THE BRADFORD-
CLECKHEATON ROAD RUNNING AT THE FOOT OF THE SITE, THE 

POSITION OF THE FORT BEING UNDER THE X. 
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The clues given by the map are two in number :-

1. The open field Townsteads is marked as including 
what is now West End Park, and thence stretching 
north to Whitechapel Lane. Whether or no this is 
Richardson's field Stunsteads seems to be uncertain, 
for irreconcilable discrepancies exist. 

2. The Richardson property is shown hereabouts to the 
North of Whitechapel Lane. 
Pieces of the road can be identified with reasonable 

certainty as follows - 

1. The Brighouse-Leeds road up Clifton Common is 
laid out in Roman fashion from point to point for 
three-quarters of a mile, and beneath it an old road 
has been found (Horsf all Turner, History of 
Brighouse, p. 21). 

2. The last straight length of this points to Hartshead 
Moor top at about 100 yards south of the Manor 
House grounds. Here some 300 yards of the ridge 
show in line. 

3. Continuing down into the Spen Valley in line is a 
short length of the obsolete Scholes-Cleckheaton 
boundary with an old hedge along it. 

4. Marks show as indicated in Fig. .7. 
S. 2 miles on, at Kittle Point Beck, is a fine piece of 

ridge about 70 yards upstream from the Whitehall 
Road, and 70 yards long (Fig. 2). 

6. Opposite Dean's Farm, on entering Drighlington 
the ridge again shows immediately North of the 
Whitehall Road for 25 yards. This has been 
trenched. The road is l5ft. 6in. wide and ift. thick 
in the centre, with a ditch on each side (Fig. 3). 

7. Thenceforward, we can only assume that Stonegate 
Road between Meanwood and Moortown, with an 
entrenchment of Roman form alongside on Haw-
caster Rig is part of the same line. And afterwards 
the course becomes still dimmer. It certainly com-
municated with York, via Tadcaster, by means of 
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the Tadcaster- Ilkley Roman road, but hints indicate 
that the original line may have gone to the important 
site of Long Brough, Newton Kyme, and crossed 
the Wharf e there. This is a matter needing 
investigation. 
To turn to the Cleckheaton site, no indications show 

above ground, and probably no remains of the rampart 
exist. It is by Snelsins farm on the summit of the 
terminal knob of the ridge sloping down from Scholes 
to the Spen Valley (Fig. 4) which stream it overlooks. 
From the higher bulk of the ridge it is separated by a 
shallow groove. The Spen and two small tributaries 
flow on the other three sides, and here there are slopes, 
mostly steep, which make the position very strong 
for close-quarters fighting. 

So far as it remains, the ditch can be recovered by 
digging, and is almost accurately a rectangle, with 
rounded corners—the usual Roman ground-plan. It 
belongs to the small type of Roman work enclosing only 
about half-an-acre, and in this is similar to the smaller 
of the two forts at Castleshaw. The dimensions of the 
ditch are l5ft. wide at the mouth, and 4ft. deep, and 
it is cut in the usual V section except that the solid rock 
at the bottom has been left untouched. On the West or 
weak side, however, this defence is of a larger size— 
upwards of 20ft. wide, though only aft. deep. But 
as the inner lip rises well above the outer one the obstacle 
was really efficient. 

In trenching the ditch every section showed one 
pecularity. Though the subsoil contains much sand, 
which one would expect soon to be washed into any 
open trench, yet there was no silting at the bottom. It 
is as if the ditch had only been open for quite a short 
time. In addition, its contents are of exactly the same 
nature as the displaced subsoil, as if the ditch had been 
opened and the upcast returned. Further, it was 
noticed that in places the slope of the sides was irregular, 
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as if the work had never received a final trimming. 
These considerations induced one to search for another 
ditch, for the Romans would not have filled in their own 
ditch unless they had determined to recast the plan and 
dig a second one to replace the first. This resulted in 
the discovery of ditch B, which, however, was not fol-
lowed up; and no more can be said of it than that it 
appears to have been open long enough to produce a 
considerable deposit of silt. 

During this short investigation no finds were made, 
but ex hypothesi the ground excavated would prob-
ably be barren. At present, we can only say that almost 
certainly the place is a Roman fortification, and a full 
examination might well produce results of real im-
portance. This seems to be likely not only on account 
of results already obtained, but also because here we 
probably have recovered the last fort on the Manchester-
York line, the list being as follows :-

York. 
Tadcaster 9 miles or Long Brough 10 miles. 
Hawcaster 13-i miles or 11j miles. 
Snelsins 91 miles. 
Slack 8 miles. 
Castleshaw 7 miles. 
Manchester 13 miles. 

Total 60 or 59 miles. 

And the coin record seems to show an occupation last-
ing till at least the year 200 A.D. 

Now, it we compare this list with Iter II. the result 
is of interest— 

Eboracum. 

Calcaria VIIiI. M.P. 

Camboduno XX. M.P. 

Mamucio XVIII. M.P. 

Total XLVII M.P. 
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Here the mileage is approximately X M.P. shorter 
than the actual. Now if we assume this X M.P. to 
have dropped out between Mamucium and Cam-
hodunum we find that statute and Roman figures agree 
fairly well, Snelsins being much in the position of 
Cambodunum. 

LIST OF FIGURES. 

I. General plan of the neighbourhood of the fort. 

2. The ridge at Kittle Point Beck, showing the broken end on 
the South bank. 

3. Transverse section of the road by Dean's Farm, Drighlington. 

4. View of Snelsins from the North-east, with the Bradford-
Cleckheaton road running at the foot of the site, the position 
of the fort being under the X 

5. Plan of the fort. Places where the ditch has been identified 
by sections either complete or incomplete are marked. 
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A 16th CENTURY MANUSCRIPT RELATING 
TO THE HANSON FAMILY, of WOODHOUSE 

IN RASTRICK.* 

GEORGE Hanson of Grantham was a younger 
brother of Thomas Hanson of the Banck-
howse; his father Jo: Hanson descended from 

the familye of the Hansons at Wodhowse; he had issue 
two sonnes both named John, one a Religious man and 
prior of a howse of religion; came and dwelled with 
hyrn being his cosyn and left him 10011. or more in 
gold; he died ritche and brought upp both his sonnes 
in the Universitye of Cambrigge. This elder son 
maryed the doughter of George Beaumounte brother 
of Robert Beaumonte tDoctor of Devinitye and Master 
of Trinitye Colledge in Cambridge. The two bretheren 
became verye learnid and John the elder brother was 
made Doctor in Devinitye aboute the year   
Elizabeth. The second brother refusyed to take anye 
degree other than Master of Arts; he became a famous 
preacher and was Chapleyn to Dr. William Cecill 
afterwards Lord Treasurer of England (had one onelye 
lyving dyed without). John the elder brother is person 
of Nassington, a prebend at Lincoln, both spìrituall and. 
temporall profits to the valewe of 3001i. by yeare and 
above as is thoughte at Grantham and ells wheere. He 
is chapleyn to Jo. Lord Archebishipp of Canterburye 
and is yet dyving A0 1600. He is accounted a great 
Devyne, is agid and a frugale man, He hath eight 
children and lyveth at Grantham. He was greatly 
preferryd by the means of Mr. Beaumonte, master 
of Trinitye Colledge; his wiefth uncle; he hath diverse 
of his children well learned and one George Hanson a 
younger sonne is a milletarye man. 

Dr. Hanson marryed the daughter of George 
Beaumonte which George was brother to Robert 
Beaumonte, Doctor of Divinitye and master of Trinity 
College. Jo. Beaumont. 

*The original is in the possession of Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope, 
of Canon Hall, Cawthorne. 

t Died 1567 see Dictionary National Biography. 



A PHYSICIAN'S HOUSEHOLD GOODS IN 1769. 

AN Inventory and Appraisal of all and Singular 
the goods, Cattels, Chattles and Credits of 
Joshua Firth, Physician, late of Thornton, 

Deceased, set down valued and appraised by us whose 
names are hereunto subscribed this Nineteenth day of 
July 1769 at the Instance and Request of John Firth, 
Gentleman, his son and Executor, as follows :-

s. d. 
First his purse and apparrel 10 10 0 

GOODS IN THE HOUSE. 

One Range, End Irons, Tongs, Pocker, 
Culrake, Grate ... ... ... ... 00 12 0 

Four Spitts, racks, Fender, Jack and Brigs 00 07 0 
Three Bills, Fork, smooth Iron & heaters, 
two Candlesticks, and Scales ... ... 00 03 0 

Two Pans 2s. 6d. Knives and Forks & Box 
2s. 6d. ... ... ... 00 05 0 

Brandry Kettle is. 6d. Agur 3s. Od. Stock 
Knife 6d. 0 00 05 0 

Saltpye 6d. White Table Is. Seven Chairs & 
cushions £14s.Od. ... ... ... 01 05 6 

Two Potts 3s. Od. a Table 3s. Od. Bread 
Fleack Is. 6d. ... 0 7 6 

A Clock £1 5s. Od. Long Settle 8s. Od. Voider 6d. 1 13 6 
Two Morters 3s. Od. Chafindish 8d. Warm-

ing pan 2s. 6d.(') ... ..: ... 0 6 2 
A Fender, Tongs, Three Candlesticks & prigg 0 3 6 
Tunnel, Kan, Coffee Kan, Spoons, and case 0 2 3 
Dresser lOs. Od. Eighteen pewter dishes 
£26s.8d. 2 16 8 

Eighteen pewter plates 12s. Od. Old pewter 
121b. 8s. Od. ... ... ... ... 1 0 0 

Copper Dish 4s. Od. Four little pewter Dishes 
91b. 6s. 4d. ... ... ... ... 0 10 4 

Bed pan, Close stoolpan 61b. 4s. Od. Three 
Salvers 3s. 6d. ... ... ... ... 0 7 6 

A Cupboard Is. Od. Six Delf plates 8d. Eleven 
Trenchers 2s. 3d. ... ... 0 3 11 

(1) This item is crossed out. 
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IN PARLOUR. 

A Long Table lOs. Od. Oval Table 7s. Od. 
Chest of Drawers lOs. 6d. 

Scrutoe £3 3s. Od. A Range 3s. 6d. Six Chairs 
9s. Od. 

Curtains & Rods 2s. 6d. A Cupboard Is. Od. 
Two Trunks 5s. Od. 

Bedd Stocks £1 lOs. 6d. One Feather Bedd 
£1 11s. 6d. 

One Feather Bedd 15s. Od. A Flock Bedd 5s. Od. 
Two Feather Bolsters 3s. Od. a Long Bolster 

is. Od. ... 

Four Blanket's 7s. Od. A Cushion 2s. 
A pair of Bedstocks(1) 

176 

03 15 6 

086 

32 
10 

0 
0 

040 
090 
026 

\ 31 16 0 

IN CELLAR. 

Two Stands, Barrels, 6s. 6d. Piggin 8d. ... 0 7 2 
Eleven Bottles 2s. Od. Two Potts & other 
Hustlement is. ... 0 3 0 

IN CHAMBER. 

A Chest and Meal £2 us. Od. A Clothes 
Chest 7s. 6d. 

A Desk(') 3s. Od. A presser 18s. Od. A Still 
lOs. 6d. 

An Oval Table 12s. Od. Hands & Brushes 3s. Od. 
A Set of Drawers, Chair, & Two Cases for 
Books 

A pair of Oak ieddstocks £1 us. 6d. Three 
Blankets 15s. 

A Blanket 3s. Od. Quilt 7s. 6d. Long Bolster 
& Two Short ones 8s. 6d. 

Two Feather Bedds £3 18s. Od. A Flock 
Bedd 5s. Od. ... ... ... ... 4 3 

Three Coverlets 3s. Od. Curtains & Rods 2s. Od. 0 5 
A Library of Books 3 3 

2 17 6 

1 11 6 
0 15 0 

0 12 0 

266 

0 19 

IN KITCHEN CHAMBER. 

0 

0 
0 
0 

Four Chests £3 Os. Od. A Reell & Wheel Is. Od. 3 1 0 
A Book case, Chair & Eight Boxes 0 3 6 
Two Hoppets 8d. Five Bolsters 6s. 0 6 8 

(1) This item is crossed out. 
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A Cupboard 

IN CLOSSET. 

IN KITCHEN. 

Range Coulrake & Tongs 6s. 6d. A Pott 2s. Od. 
A Lead 15s. Od. A Backstone and Baking 

Tools 2s. Od. 
Dripping pan is. Od. a Kit and Table 2s. Od. 

Witness 
her 

Mary X Stocks 
mark 

Hannah Hanson 

Jack: 

Brigs: 

Brandry: 

Saltpye: 

Voyder: 

Prigg: 

Piggin: 

Huslements: 

Hoppett: 

Brt. over 

010 

080 

0 17 0 
030 

18 19 2 
31 16 0 

mall 5015 2 
Apprised by us this 19th July 1769 

John Brooksbank 
Samuel Sharp 
Jonas Illingworth 

GLOSSARY. 

A machine for turning the spit during the 
roasting process. 

Irons set over the fire to support pots and 
pans. 

An iron framework placed over a fire to rest 
utensils on whilst cooking. 

A box with a sharply sloping lid hung against 
a wall, in which salt is kept (see Bradford 
Antiquary Part XVII. pp. 9, 112). 

A large open basket, a clothes basket. This 
word is still very occasionally used in the 
western and southern outskirts of Bradford. 

A small pan of brass or tin. 

A lading can, a wooden dish or basin. 

Small household goods or chattels. 

A seed basket slung over the shoulder, used 
during the process of sowing corn by hand. 
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Backstone: A flat piece of 'iron or stone (with a handle 
over the top), upon which cakes, etc., were 
baked. 

Kit: A wooden vessel such as a milking pail with 
a cover and one or two ears, a small barrel. 

A useful glossary of names for old Yorkshire household 
goods and utensils will be found pp. 163-170, Vol. I., Local 
Record Series of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society. 

Di- Joshua Firth, of Kipping, Thornton, who died 
in 1769, aged 95, was the son of Jonas Firth, who 
appears to have married Mary, the only child of John 
Hall. Kipping had passed to the Halls by purchase 
in 1628 from John Drake, whose father was Thomas 
Drake, and grandfather, John Drake. 

It was this latter John Drake who bought the 
Kipping property from Roger Marshall in 1554. 

Dr. Joshua Firth had a son, John, and a daughter 
who married John Coates, of Morton, and Kipping 
passed to them as tenants in common. John Firth, 
gentleman, of Kipping, died 16th August, 1782, aged 
65 years, and had an eldest son, Joshua, who died in 
November, 1814, aged 62. It was this Joshua who 
built Allerton Hall in 1777. 



THE EARLY CLERGY OF BRADFORD 

H. I. JUDSON, M.A. 

M
ACAULAY'S famous description of the North 

of England in Stuart times leads to the 
inference that, in still earlier days, the North 

must have been in a state of chaos. There were periods 
of confusion such as those of the Scottish inroads after 
the Battle of Bannockburn, or those following the great 
plagues, but in normal times certain forces were work-
ing to preserve law and order; of these, the Church, 
through its superior organisation, was the most 
effective. 

The greatness of this ecclesiastical influence in 
Yorkshire is shown by the fact that the 'shires' of the 
county corresponded to the division of the same into 
the 'deaneries' by the Church. Dr. Farrer in his 
Early Yorkshire Charters shows this identity; the 
'deanery' of ' Craven-shire,' the ' Crave-scire' of 
Domesday Book is identical with the present Stain-
cliffe Wapentake; the deanery of Bulmer-shire with 
the present Bulmer Wapentake. The deaneries of 
Wakefield and Pontefract are also included in his list. 

The investigations of the Yorkshire Archæological 
Society lead to the same conclusion. In the Charters 
of St. John of Pontefract, published by the Society, is 
described the infancy of the parochial system in 
Yorkshire. 

"Parishes were an aggregate of manors; neigh-
bouring manors without a church were grouped to those 
which had one so that large mediæval parishes like 
those of Pontefract, Leeds and Halifax indicate a dis-
trict which had but few churches. . . . The head of 
this church was usually a 'dean' though his super-
vision was not over precisely ten manors but rather 

1 
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several. . . . In smaller foundations were found 
'chaplains' under the supervision of the 'dean' or 
parson.' 
The designations of the earlier clergy named in 

Farrer's Charters are very varied. They witnessed 
deeds with such descriptions added to their names as 
decants, clericus, sacerdos, presbiter, capellanus and 
persona. Dr. Harbridge, in his recent work, The 
History of the Early Vicarage System of Western 
Europe, has shown that these terms were common up 
to the middle of the 13th century when ' rector ' and 
'vicar' became frequent. Previous to this the majority 
of the clergy seem to have been removable at will; the 
rector' and 'vicar' were now, by the exertions of 

the bishops, established as beneficed clergy. 
The word ' capellanus,' however, was still retained, 

usually meaning an unbeneficed clergyman correspond-
ing to a 'chaplain' of to-day and also to what is 
popularly understood now by the word 'curate.' 

From the above statements follows the inference 
that, from some time from the Conquest onwards, the 
Church of Bradford was served by a 'clericus' or 
'capellanus' under the supervision of the Dean of 
Pontefract which was continued after the vicarage had 
been ' ordained,' in fact. A deed witnessed between 
1190 and 1220 contains the name of Ranulfus, clericus 
de Bradeford. A later clericus, Reginaldus, may be 
placed at about 1230 as his son was concerned in a 
transfer of land which was formerly his father's; the 
Abbot of Kirkstall, Maurice, was transferring this land 
to Adam de Boiling. The mention of Abbot Maurice's 
name fixes the date at about approximately 1240. This 
deed was witnessed, amongst others, by 'Domino Ro. 
vicario de Bradeford' who may have been the first 
vicar of Bradford as he was evidently a near successor 
of Reginald the ' clericus.' 

About this time, or perhaps a little before, some land 
was transferred in which 'Roger Fitz Thomas the 
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Chaplain of Bradford' was concerned. This particular 
charter is one of the unprinted ' Calverley Charters 
and is amongst the 'Additional Charters' in the 
Manuscript Room of the British Museum. Among the 
Calverley Charters which have been printed are very 
many witnessed by 'Robert the Parson,' of about 1240, 
who was probably Robert de Courtenay, the Rector of 
Bradford appointed in 1241. 

By 1291 the living was assessed at 5311. 6s. 3d. yearly 
as the 'Taxatio' of Pope Nicholas IV. states; of this, 
the vicar took a fourth, the rector having the remainder. 
Miss Rose Graham, however, having carefully examined 
a large number of cases in the 'Taxatio,' shows that, 
in general, the assessments were only about half the 
real value. Consequently, it seems reasonable to assume 
the value of the Bradford living in 41291 to be 10011. 
yearly, the value given in the Surveys of 1342 and 1361, 
though Scottish invasions had reduced it, in 1318, to 
281i. 

The vicar, subordinate to the Dean of Pontefract, 
was in his turn over the local clergy. Thus the 
'chaplain' of Haworth in 1317 was to be paid by the 
'Rector and Vicar of Bradford and the freeholders of 
Haworth such payments as had been due from them 
from ancient times.' This supervision may have ex-
tended to Allerton, which had a 'clericus' about 1200 
as he witnessed a grant of land of that time in ' Aireton 
par Bradeford'; possibly also to Wilsden, where one 
the Thornton family had a chapel, and presumably paid 
a ' capellanus ' to officiate there. About 1200 this same 
Thornton gave his chapel, his hall and certain lands to 
the Abbey of Byland (Farrer). The appointment of 
the Vicar of Bradford as Master of Esholt Nunnery in 
1301, referred to later, supplies another example of local 
supervision. 

The antiquity of the Church itself is stated in the 
'Notes' by Mr. E. P. Peterson which are found in the 

(1) Rev. T. W. Story's Haworth Registers. 
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Bradford Antiquary, Vol. I., page 45, and needs no 
further mention here. 

The clergy are best considered separately as the 
Rector soon became an absentee. He was often in the 
service of the Lascy family or a King's Clerk, as in many 
cases where the King could influence the appointment, 
such as, in a minority of the heir. 

The list of Rectors is, I hope, almost complete from 
the first to the last Rectors. That of the Vicars is still 
incomplete; but one, previously unknown, I believe, has 
appeared in the person of William de Enderby, the 
successor of Stephen de Eccleshill. 

THE RECTORS OF BRADFORD 

The followihg extracts seem to require no 
explanation 

1241. 
"Sept. 16. Newcastle under Lyme: Presentation of 
Robert de Courtenay to the Church of Bradford 
in the King's gift by reason of his custody of the 
land and heir of John, Earl of Lincoln, Constable 
of Chester : directed to the Archbishop of York. 1)(2) 

1258. 
"Dec. 1. Presentation of William de Chauven t(3) Lo. 
the Church of Bradford in the King's gift by reason 
of his keeping of the lands late of Edmund de 
Lascy; directed to Archbishop of York. This 
letter was surrendered because it belongs to the 
collation of Alesia, late the wife of the said Edmund 
and was assigned to her in dower." 

This Alesia was the mother of Henry, the great 
Earl of Lincoln, whose town house became the present 
Lincoln's Inn. She was the daughter of the Marquis 
of Saluzzo and cousin to Henry's Queen Eleanor; she 

(2) Cal. of Patent Rolls. 
(3) Chowbent, in Lancashire. ( ?) 
(4) Godfrey de Ludeham, 1258-1264. 
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has been sometimes confused with Henry de Lascy's 
daughter, Alesia, who was the subject of much com-
ment in her day. 

William de Chauvent's nomination and rejection is 
significant; the rectory was worth royal attention. 

The entry which follows probably does not refer to 
our Bradford :-

1266. 
"Simple protection to Richard dc Radclyve, parson 
of the Church of Bradford" (Yorks. 

Not only is the name of the county in doubt, but 
also Archbishop Giffard's Register (6) gives a notice, 
dated from Norton, July 15th, 1267, of the 'Relaxation 
of the sequestration of the Church of Brafford at the 
instance of the Archdeacon of Ycrk and of Master 
N. de Croyland, the rector." 

There is, however, the possibility that the ' simple 
protection' given to Radclyve (evidently because he was 
going beyond seas) may indicate sequestration due to 
his absence. It may equally well be due to absenteeism 
on the part of Master Nicholas, which was rife in 
Yorkshire at that time. Walter de Langton, Rector of 
Keighley, was deprived in 1293, and the same cause 
probably brought about the 'resignation of the Rector 
of Bradford in 1280, referred to in Archbishop Wick-
wane's Register :-

1280. 
"May 21, 1280, from St. Oswald: leave of absence 
to Master N. de Croyland, rector of the Church 
of Bradford, greeting, etc." 

The seal attached to the resignation which followed 
is described on p. xxi. of the Register. 

(5) Surtees Society Publications. These include the Registers of the 
Archbishops of York from 1225 to 1304 in volumes as named. 

(6) p. 97, not p. 106, as given in the Index, 

.1 
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Then follows - 

1281. 
"Aug. 7, 1281. Leave of admission and institution 
of Robert de Tonnington, sub-deacon, to the Church 
of Bradford on the presentation of Lady Alice de 
Lascy." 
He seems to have been attached to her household 

staff, perhaps as her Secretary; his name appears as a 
witness in some of her grants of land. The Register 
of Archbishop le Romeyn shows that inquiries were 
made in 1291 about certain rectories, of which Brad-
ford was one, but no steps to compel his residence seem 
to have been taken. In fact, the Register of Archbishop 
Greenfield records an instruction to the official not to 
molest the Rector for non-residence; this was in 1315. 
Two years later the vacancy of the rectory is mentioned 
in the Register and its valuation at 80 marks 
(531i. 6s. 8d.) 

1317. 
Of the next Rector, David d'Acon, appointed by 

Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, who had married Alice de 
Lascy, there is little known. His family probably came 
from the Herefordshire estates of the de Lascys, and 
were in that family's service as A con-bury is near 
Holme-Lacey in that county and Henry de Lascy 
obtained, in 1306, a prebend in Chichester Cathedral 
for 'Edmund John de Acon, scholar of London, as 
soon as he could be ordained.' 

In 1322, the King gave notice that the advowson 
of Bradford Church had come into his hands by for-
feiture following the execution of Thomas, Earl of 
Lancaster, for high treason. (') In the same year, Robert 
de Baldock the younger was appointed, to whom, in 
1324, sequestration was granted. Baldock appears 
variously as ' Rector,' 'Vicar' and 'late Vicar ' which 
may be due to carelessness, or else to the fall in the 
value of the living to £28, which may have led to the 

(7) Rymer's Foedera, 
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Rector acting as Vicar owing to the difficulty of finding 
a satisfactory priest to act. There is a rapid succession 
of vicars at this time; Robert Moryn, 1327; Wm. de 
Preston, 1331; and Henry de Lutrington, 1335; all 
described as 'chaplains,' and Robert de Byngham, 1328, 
who appears as 'priest.' 

John James (8) was of the opinion that the family of 
Baldock held the rectory for some generations. This, 
however, seems to be an error, although Baldock held 
the rectory for a long time. It was one of many 
positions which he held; he was a King's Clerk, 
Treasurer of York Cathedral, Prebendary of Ripon, of 
Salisbury and of Wells, besides transacting much busi-
ness for Edward II. in Gascony as the occasions show 
on which he was granted a 'simple protection,' when 
going beyond sea. He was associated with another 
official of great importance, Adam de Limbergh, King's 
Clerk, the royal treasurer at York Castle and later, 
Chancellor, who was, presumably, the uncle of Adam 
de Limbergh, vicar of Bradford, later. 

The statement that Horwith was appointed in 1352 
seems incorrect, as the ' Petitions to the Pope,' in an 
interesting reminder of the Babylonish Captivity dated 
from Avignon in 1353, state that Pope Innocent VI. 
granted the request of " Henry, Duke of Lancaster, 
on behalf of Richard de Walton, receiver of his moneys, 
Rector of Bradford in the diocese of York, for a 
canonry in Salisbury." The appointment of William 
de Horwith would come after this, as he was Rector 
in 1356, for in that year he is named in the Court Rolls 
as not having paid the 8d. due on his bovates; in 1358, 
the same entry is made concerning Robert de Walkington 
who seems to have been the King's Clerk of that name 
and Prebendary of York and of Lichfield. He ex-
changed some of his appointments with William de 
Mir field, Bradford probably being one as Mirfield be-

(8) History of Bradford, 
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came Rector at the time of these exchanges in 1364. 
Like his predecessor, he was a King's Clerk. He is 
described(') as 
"Wm. Mirfield a clerk or master in Chancery from 
1362 to 1375 when he died. On March 18, 1371, 
he was one of the officers to whom the Great Seal 
was entrusted during the absence of the Chancellor. 
At his death his property went to his sisters." 
Mirfield, from this entry, seems to have been of the 

party of John of Gaunt, then Lord of the Manor of 
Bradford, as this appointment on the commission en-
trusted with the Great Seal came four days after 
William of Wykeham had been obliged to resign it in 
consequence of the protest made against the govern-
ment being in the hands of the great Churchmen. 

This change, which caused the government to fall 
to a large extent into the hands of inexperienced lay-
men, led to the fiasco of the 'Poll Tax,' and finally to 
the ' Peasants' Revolt." 10' During the disorders which 
ensued, John of Gaunt appointed Mirfield to supervise 
the repairs to his castle of Pontefract, and Mirfield 
was also appointed on various Commissions to suppress 
disorders and enforce the ' Statute of Labourers' after 
the 'Black Death.' 
A few years before his death he provided a vicarage 

house for Bradford in 1373. 
On Mirfield's death in 1375, John of Gaunt appointed 

one of his chaplains as Rector, William de Wynceby.'1 
An entry dated from Leicester, Aug. 4, 1375, is 

followed in September by a request of John of Gaunt 

(9) In the "Book of Judges." 

(10) The higher clergy had particulars of the number of parishes, their 
inhabitants, etc. The laymen had not this knowledge. In con-
sequence their estimate of the sum to be raised fell far short of 
what was actually obtained. A second Poll Tax caused much bitter-
ness of feeling, and was, to a large extent, evaded as is shown by 
the lists of those who paid it in Bradford, Boiling, and other 
townships of the neighbourhood. 

(11) "John of Gaunt's Register," Camden Society Publications, 3rd 
Series, 
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to the Archbishop of York that he would allow 
Wynceby to exchange the Bradford Rectory for one in 
the Salisbury Diocese. The rectories were evidently 
regarded as sinecures, for Wynceby remained with John 
of Gaunt as his chaplain as the ' Register' shows. 

How long William de Boughbrigge, who became 
Rector as the result of this change, was connected with 
Bradford is not clear; perhaps till 1408, when Thomas 
Duryth or Durysch was appointed, who seems to have 
been resident, as the assaults by him and on him, 
recorded in the Court Rolls, indicate. One of these is 
the armed affray in the Church in which Geoffrey de 
Lewynthorpe and others were involved. Durysch or 
Duryth retired in 1422; he seems to be the Thomas 
Durigge who was appointed Canon of Windsor in that 
year. (12) 

The rectory and advowson were then granted to the 
new College of Newark at Leicester, which, later, leased 
both to various assigns; John, Bishop of Lincoln, the 
Archbishop of York; Queen Elizabeth, at a later day, 
appear in the list of patrons and the Rector of Brad-
ford disappears as an ecclesiastical official. 

THE VICARS 

It is to be regretted that less is known of the Vicars 
than of the Rectors, who were much less intimately 
connected with the Church of Bradford than were the 
Vicars. Some items can be collected from deeds, where 
"clerici" and others appear as witnesses, from the 
Court Rolls and from the Registers of the Archbishops 
of York. 

The first episcopal Register, in these islands, is that 
of Archbishop Gray, who held the see of York from 
1215 to 1255. His next two successors left none, 
apparently. After them appear various items concern-
ing vicars but not many. The appointment of the vicar 
rested with patron or rector, so the first appointment 

(12) Le Neve's "Fasti Ecci. Angi.," continued by Hardy. 
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mentioned in the " Registers" is that of Richard de 
Halton in 1293, with the consent of Lady Alicia de 
Lascy. It has already been stated that, at this time, an 
inquiry was being made about the rectories in the West 
Riding, Bradford, Keighley, etc., being included. The 
reason was probably the absence of clergy from their 
livings, for Halton was instituted ciliji onere personalis 
residencie, "with the obligation of personal residence." 
He was followed in 1298 by Richard de Irby, as appears 
from the Register of Archbishop Thomas de Corbridge, 
who visited Bradford in 1301. He sent out notices 
dated from there to neighbouring parishes which he 
intended to visit; he also examined the Cistercian Nun-
nery of Esholt which had fallen into poverty due, 
probably, to the Prioress's lack of ability to manage it. 
Richard de Irby was appointed Master of the Priory to 
supervise it, a measure which seems to have been of 
little use as his own vicarage of Bradford was seques-
trated in 1303. This sequestration was to be carried 
out by the Dean of Pontefract, who was to see that the 
vicar performed penance and to pay the said vicar 
fourteen pence weekly and a suitable stipend to the 'two 
necessary priests.' The Dean's inventory of the goods 
of the vicar shows these to have been :-

a horse ... ... 40/0 
three heifers 10/0 
twenty sheep ... 13/4 
a boar and two pigs ... 5/6 
five hogs and three young pigs ... ... 3/0 
two quarters of best wheat, 'siligo,' unground 6/8 
eighteen quarters 13 of oats ... ... 15/0 
hay estimated at 6/8 

In his kitchen the vicar had 
a brass jar "olla" worth 4/0 
a pitcher "urceolus" ... 1/0 
a pan "patilla ' ... ... 6d. 
a tripod and "aundiren" ... 6d. 

(13) The "quarter" seems to have been 3501bs. in Bradford. The 
London quarter was 4001bs. (Prior's Weights and Measures). 
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In his brew-house 
a leaden vat "plumbum," with a large tub ... 2/0 
other brewing utensils valued, as they were 

old, at 2/0 
These, with debts owed to him of 20s. lod. amounted 
to 611. us. 

Richard de Euer, who succeeded him in 1309, had a 
troubled pastorate. In 1311, the Scottish invasions 
began; in 1316, Airedale from Skipton to Bradford was 
ransacked, and a Scottish host wintered at Morley. An 
almost general famine prevailed throughout England 
following the incessant rain of the summer. Great 
lords dismissed their retainers, who took to robbery 
and pillage. In 1318 a new "Taxation" showed a fall 
in the value of the living to £28. In 1319, the disastrous 
Battle of Myton left the North still more exposed, if 
that was possible, to Scottish ravages, and, in 1322, 
the execution of Thomas of Lancaster was followed by 
the forfeiture of his property in Bradford and else-
where. In addition, local plunderers like the Baildon 
brothers, drove off large numbers of Lancaster's horses 
and stock which he was grazing in the manor, which 
was held in dower by Henry de Lascy's widow, Joan. 

The rapid succession of clergy at this time—Robert 
Moryn, 1327; Robert de Byngharn, 1328; William de 
Preston, 1331—and the fact that the rector seems to 
have acted as vicar for a time indicates still further the 
poverty of the parish. 

Henry de Lutrington, 1335, though called "vicar" 
in the Court Rolls, was probably "chaplain," as he 
occupied this position after the appointment of Geoffrey 
de Langton in 1337. Lutrington, like St. Paul, appears 
to have supported himself partly by the work of his 
hands. Mr. T. T. Empsall's paper, in the Bradford 
Antiquary, shows him to have been an energetic and 
prominent character. He broke his contract to erect 
buildings for John of Boiling, was insolent to the 
steward presiding over the manor court, and broke the 
attachment of his goods when these were put in the 
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charge of Robert of Manningham, whose duty it was 
to hold certain funds of the manor and to take charge 
of repairs to the mill and of goods "attached." 

The living had become worth 1001i. a year again by 
1342, and the vicar was assisted by two chaplains as 
he had been previously; William of Dewsbury, who 
occupied a good deal of land, and Adam of Boiling, 
who did some traffic in market stalls. 

In 1348, the vicar Geoffrey de Langton exchanged 
livings with A darn de Limbergh, an exchange recorded 
in the Calendar of Patent Rolls, owing to the fact that 
the living of Adel, which Adam de Limbergh gave up, 
was in the presentation of the Priory of Holy Trinity, 
York, the temporalities of which had been seized by 
the king in consequence of the war with France during 
which all possessions of " alien " priories were seized. 

Adam de Limbergh and the more famous King's 
Clerk of that name, seem to have taken their name 
from Limbergh in Lincolnshire, now Limber Magna, 
as they both eventually took appointments in that neigh-
bourhood in which they seem to have taken great 
interest. Adam de Limbergh, the vicar, bought a stray 
mare in 1350 (Court Rolls); in 1351 he was parson of 
Bedale, Lincolnshire, and later, a prebendary of 
Lincoln; in 1372, he founded a chantry in the Church 
of Haburgh, near Limber Magna. 

The appointment of Richard de Wilsdeit, a former 
"chaplain" (Court Rolls, 1349) as vicar is the first 
example of such a preferment which occurred some-
what frequently after; Stephen de Eccieshill, William 
Rodes, Dionis Gellis and John Webster were all 
"chaplains" of Bradford who became vicars there 
between 1350 and 1476. Richard de Wilsden may have 
become vicar in 1351, when his predecessor became 
rector of Bedale; he appears in the Court Rolls as vicar 
in 1358. As assistant he had Adam Bolour, of the 
family of that name long settled in Baildon, as Mr. 
W. Paley Baildon discovered. 
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The turbulent priests of the type of Lutrington and 
Bolour receive much more attention than clergy of a 
quieter kind. One was appointed when Bradford was 
recovering from the Scottish raids; the other in the 
period following the "Black Death," a catastrophe 
which caused a great rise in prices and the ordination 
of some unsuitable candidates to fill the places vacant 
through the deaths of half the clergy of Yorkshire, if 
the estimates are correct. The scarcity of clergy may 
account for the presence in Bradford of a brawling 
cleric like Bolour. 

Bolour does not seem to have remained long with 
us; he proceeded later to Shipley and then to Otley. 
The "chaplain" of Haworth, at this time, appears 
equally unsatisfactory. When sued by Roger de Man-
ningham he was found to have left the district and 
nothing further was done "as he had nothing." He 
had also taken with him, or lost through carelessness, 
some of the service books of the chapel of Haworth.(") 

Many vicars are merely names on the list—William 
Frankelayn, 1364; William de Norton, 1369; William 
del Cotes, 1370; Stephen de Eccieshill, 1374. There is 
however, one who should be mentioned, the vicar, 
Wm  , who follows Stephen de Eccieshill. 

The following extracts from the 4th volume of the 
Record Series of the-Yorkshire Archæological Society's 
Yorkshire Deeds fill up the gap 

1391 
Grant by Mary of Eccieshill to Sir William de 
Enderby, vicar of Bradford, and Richard de Denby, 
chaplain, of one-third of a messuage and bovate 
together with four acres in Eccieshill." 

"Another grant of the same year was made to Wm. 
de Enderby and Wm. del Rodes, chaplain." 

(14) Court Rolls, 1354. 
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The latter became vicar in 1401 on the resignation 
of his predecessor, who made some grant in 1402 as 
"Wm. de Enderby, late vicar of Bradford," which 
grant is also included in Yorkshire Deeds. 

The appointment of Wm. de Enderby cannot be 
dated, but Stephen de Eccieshill appeared as "perpetual 
vicar of Bradford" in 1384. 

Passing over some years, an entry in the Calendar 
of Patent Rolls of 1449, shows that the Vicar of that 
day, Denys Geiles, had been the victim of what appears 
to have been a false accusation of forgery; the follow-
ing were appointed: -

Guy Rouclyf, John Thwaytes, Wm. Scargill, Wm. 
Mirfield, Walter Calverley, Henry Thwaytes and 
Wm. Bradford as justices to deliver the gaol of 
York Castle to Denys Gelles, vicar of the Church 
of Bradford together with various members of his 
family, and William Northrop, late of Bradford, 
parrisscheclerke, alias late of Manyngharn, Co. 
York, yoman." 

The following case, recorded sixteen years later, 
may be the sequel:— 

"1465: 
Pardon to Thomas Brig of Pontefract on his out-
lawry in the County of York for not appearing 
when sued with James Whitehede, of Bradford, Co. 
York, 'yoman,' to answer William Gellys on a plea 
that certain deeds and muniments were forged with 
their connivance to the destruction and disturbance 
of his possession of certain lands and tenements 
in Bradford: the said Thomas having surrendered 
to the Flete Prison as Robert Danby, chief justice 
of the Bench, has certified." 

It will have been noticed that many of the vicars 
were local men as their names show; also that, though 
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a few turbulent characters appears in the list of Brad-
ford clergy, the rest were conscientious men of high 
esteem in the parish. That they were esteemed is 
shown by the frequent appointments of "chaplains" as 
vicars; that they were conscientious in their duties is 
clear from the number of times in which their names 
appear in wills as executors. No Bradford man has 
ever been known to put his property into the hands of 
anyone whom he could not trust. 
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A LOCAL CIVIL WAR WARRANT.' 

TO Captaine Raiph Errington and Corronet 
Sackville Clemham, or any whome they shall 
imploy herein. 

For- as much as it is very manifest that. Henry 
Thompson, of Eshall [Esholt], esquire, Walter 
Stanhopp, of Hosforth, the elder, Richard Stanhopp, 
of Ambury [Almondbüry], and Walter Stanhopp, of 
Hosforth, the younger, have taken up armes and offices 
in the present Rebellion against his Majesties person 
and Government, or consented or contributted there-
unto. These are therefore to authorize and require 
you to disarme and disinable them and every of them, 
and cause them to be apprehended and kept in saife 
custodie untill they shall become Conformable and 
Loyall to his Majestie, or otherwise delivered by my 
order and warrant. And you are further authorized 
to take and seize for his Majesties use all their goods 
and cliattles and also all such rents as are or shelbe due 
unto them or any of them dureinge the tyme they shall 
continue in the state of Rebellion, and thereof render 
accompt to me or the commissions by me appointed for 
receiveing accompts of the estates of delinquents. And 
for soe doeing this shalbe your warrant. 

Given under my hand and seale the thirtenth day 
of July, 1643. NEWCASTLE. 

Endorsed: Whereas Captaine Richard Stanhop, of 
Aumbury, is fled and his estate enterred of by 
Robert Brighous, these are to wish and desire all 
officers and souldiers not any way to molest and 
trouble the above-named Captaine Stanhopps house. 
Dated the 24th of July, 1643. RoBT. BRIGHOUSE. 

A copy of the warrant, endorsed 13 July, 1643, 
[being the] order of the Earle of Newcastle to Capt. 
Eurington about Stanhopes lands. 

(1) In the possession of ì'vlr. John M. Spencer Stanhope, 
of Cannon Hall, Cawthorne. 
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FIGURE 1. 

NORMN FONT AT COTTAM. 

TEMPTATION OF ADAM AND EVE. 

TREE OF LIFE. 



Piwlo by F. V. Gill (Coyrzltt). 

FIGURE 2. 

NORMAN FONT AT COTTAM. 

THE MARTYRDOM OF ST. MARGARET. 



NORMAN FONT AT COTTAM 

F. V. GILL (President, 1932-33). 

C
OTTAM is the name of the site of a village 
which once existed on the Yorkshire Wolds 
between Driffield and Sledmere. To-day, all 

that the wanderer would find would be a few grass-
grown mounds, a lonely modern red brick church 
perched on the top of a hill, a semi-derelict farmstead, 
once the home of a prosperous Wold farmer, and one 
of the familiar circular ponds which one sees in most 
Wold villages. The church is surrounded by a broken-
down iron fence, and the interior of the church with 
its pitchpine furnishings is mouldy and dusty. Truly 
a scene of desolation and neglect. The Church is used 
but once a year for the Harvest Thanksgiving. 

But amidst all this neglect and desolation will be 
found a treasure in the shape of a very interesting 
Norman Font. Excepting a carved stone built into a 
wall, this is the only relic of the former Norman Church 
which stood on this site. The font is very large, being 
34 inches in diameter and 26 inches in depth. The 
bowl is lined with lead. Around the top is a band of 
cable moulding, a common form of ornament on Norman 
Fonts. The surface of the font is divided into panels, 
and each panel contains a representation of some 
Biblical or Legendary subject. The carving is of a 
very rude character, and is evidently the work of 
someone well versed in the Bible and the lives of the 
Saints. 

Figure 1 is a representation of the Temptation of 
Adam and Eve, the most common of Old Testament 
subjects used by the ancients. Eve is here standing on 
the right of the Tree receiving an apple from the 
Serpent, which is twined round the Tree, while Adam 
is standing on the left holding out his hand in which 
is an apple. The position of Adam and Eve is probably 
unique as in most cases Adam is on the right and Eve 
on the left. 

LI 
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In the next panel is a representation of the Tree 
of Life. 

Figure 2 is a representation of the "Martyrdom of 
St. Margaret." The Dragon is seen in the act of 
swallowing St. Margaret alive, whose feet and dress 
are seen between the animal's jaws, while the head and 
shoulders of the Martyr are seen issuing from the 
Dragon's back. It will be noticed that St. Margaret 
has a pigtail, much the same as the nobleman's daughters 
on the 12th century font in Winchester Cathedral. This 
is a feature worth noting, as it helps to fix the date of 
the font at Cottam (about the middle of the 12th 
century). St. Margaret is the chosen type of female 
innocence and meekness. She is the patron saint of 
Kings Lynn, and on the Corporation Seal she is repre-
sented as standing on a Dragon and wounding it with 
the Cross. 

Figure 3 represents the "Martyrdom of St. 
Lawrence," who was broiled alive on a gridiron about 
258 A.D. He was a Spaniard and Deacon to Sextus I., 
and was charged with the care of the poor, the orphans, 
and the widows. In the persecution of Valerian, 
258 A.D., being summoned to deliver up the treasures 
of the church, he produced the poor, etc., under his 
charge, and said to the Præter, "These are the church's 
treasures." He is the patron saint of the curriers. 
When being roasted over the fire he asked to be turned 
for he said "That side is quite done." An example of 
Christian fortitude. 

Figure 4 shows, on the left, a Dragon, and on the 
right, a representation of the "Martyrdom of St. 
Andrew." St. Andrew is shown as being fastened with 
cords to a Cross Saltire (X), after having been nearly 
scourged to death. In this position he remained for two 
days, we are told, preaching to the people, before death 
released him of his sufferings. St. Andrew is the patron 
saint of Scotland, and is said to have been finally 
buried at St. Andrews. 

[COPYRIGHT]. 
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FIGURE 3. 

NORMAN FONT AT COTTAM. 

THE MARTYRDOM OF ST. LAWRENCE. 



Pizola by F. V. Gil! (Caýyr!gltt). 

FIGURE 4. 

ROMAN FONT AT COTTAM. 

(a) A DRAGON. 

(b) THE MARTYRDOM OF ST. ANDREW. 



THE DANBYS AND THEIR CONNEXION WITH 

THE BRADFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

JOHN M. PRESTON 

THERE has been a tendency of recent years, no 
doubt due to the lack of historical information, 
to minimise the importance of, and the position 

held by the Bradford Grammar School in the 18th 
Century. The contemplation of the hundreds of boys 
that now daily attend the school has given rise to the 
suggestion, unconscious enough perhaps, that it was in 
the earlier periods of its history more restricted in scope 
and reputation than at the present day. It would, how-
ever, be a regrettable misconception to consider the 
position of the school at that period, as being one of 
comparative insignificance. The emergence of several 
letters of the 18th century amongst the Danby family 
papers* reveals a school, certainly smaller in numbers, 
but of a high standing and a reputation which, at this 
period, was not confined to its immediate locality, but 
had travelled, for those days, far afield. The school 
was, as the papers shew, attended by a large number of 
boys, no fewer, in fact, than one hundred and twenty 
scholars in 1722; and of these, "one and Twenty 
gentlemen's sons" formed a nucleus composed of the 
sons of the gentry from neighbouring districts. What 
was the proportion of the boys attending the school to 
the rest of the inhabitants of the town, it would be 
difficult to say without some idea of the population. 
Though no statistics seemed to have been compiled for 
the population of Bradford in that year, a return made 
in the year 1781, some sixty years later, estimates it 
at 4,200t We may be certain that the figure implies 
a considerable increase in numbers from those of the 

* Lady Cunliffe-Lister -Manuscripts, Cartwright Memorial Hall. 

t Hoiroyd. Collectanea Bradfordiana. 
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beginning of the century, for the effects of the in-
dustrial changes would already have begun to manifest 
themselves in Bradford in the form of a rapidly in-
creasing population. We may therefore conclude that 
in the early 18th century, and in relation to the probable 
population at the time, the number of boys attending 
the Grammar School in 1722 comprises no mean figure, 
and points to a school of considerable importance. 

Some idea of this social and educational importance 
is gained by remembering that it was at this period a 
boarding as well as a day school, where those who 
came from distant localities were accommodated in the 
house of the Rev. Mr. Hill,* the Master, who would by 
this means augment a modest salary. The attendance 
there from 1721 to 1728 of William and Arthur Danby 
also gives distinction to the school. They were the sons 
of Abstrupus Danby, of Farnley, near Leeds, and 
grandsons of Sir Abstrupus Danby, of Swinton, near 
Masham, who was a noted scholar, and at that time a 
Deputy Lieutenant of the County. These two boys 
were descendants in the direct line of a family, not only 
famous in itself, but also connected with the Lords 
Scrope of Masham, and related by marriage with the 
Houses of Nevil, Lord Latimer, and the Earl of 
Westmorland.t 

It was in the year 1721 that the Danbys came to 
Bradford, for in a letter of the conventional, but none 
the less pleasing language affected at the time, dated 
July 1st, 1721, Abstrupus Danby informs his father of 
his intention to send his sons to school at Bradford. 
"Honour'd Sr." he writes, "I am favour'd with Yours 
of the 20th of last month, and do Heartily thank you 
for approving my desire to remove my children to 
Bradford School  " An entry in the carefully 
kept Account Books of Abstrupus Danby records the 
payment to the Rev. Mr. Hill of one guinea as an 

* See The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), Part xxiv. p 188. 

Thoresby. Ducatus Leodiensis. 
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entrance fee. Although there is no existing letter for 
a period of two years from this date, the boys departed 
to Bradford, and found the school by no means dis-
agreeable to them, for in March 1723, there is another 
letter from Abstrupus Danby to his father closing on a 
note of slightly self-conscious and careless pride, 
indicative of the education his sons were evidently re-
ceiving: "The two enclos'd epistles are Acts of Duty 
to you from my Young man at Bradford; I have taken 
the liberty to keep 'em till this agreeable time yl 
The enclosures, that after the space of a month eventu-
ally found their way to Swinton, reveal a not altogether 
unfamiliar school, where the sons of gentry toiled to-
gether at Greek and Latin, gaining a knowledge of the 
Classics, that was both essential as a social accomplish-
ment and a source of consolation later in life. William 
Danby, the elder of the two, writes— 

"I hope you will not take it amiss if when I have 
Opportunity of sending I trouble You with a Letter. I 
like the school mighty well where Papa has placed us; 
We are one and Twenty gentlemen's sons In the 
Master's house. I am going into Greek very shortly: 
And I hope I shall be able with the first of my age to 
make you a present of a Theme." 

Arthur Danby, the younger of the two, was not to 
be out-done by his brother William who was senior by 
a year. In a letter betraying an enthusiasm for capitals, 
he writes— 

"Honour'd Sir, 
My Brother Danby told me he had 
An Opportunity of sending a Letter 
To you, and that he wou'd write; 
I wou'd not willingly be over-done 
By him in Duty to you; and for yt 
Reason you hear from me at this 
Time. We like very well where we are 
And have a large school; we are 
Six score scholars. 

Hon: Sir, 
Your most Dut: Gr: 

Arthur Danby." 
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But if the brothers were well pleased with their 
school, the pleasure cannot have been only theirs; and 
whatever the schooling they should receive, discounting 
the enthusiasm of a master for a promising pupil, the 
advantage does not seem to lie entirely with them. Mr. 
Hill himself writes— 

"I assure You, Sr, I promise myself a great deal of 
Reputation from the figure they will one Day make in 
the world. As they are the wonder of all that know 
them at present, they must with God's ordinary helping 
he an Honour to their Family (tho' it has given Birth 
to many eminent men) and a Blessing to their Country. 
As to Master Arthur's Hesitation,* I hope it will go 
off as he grows up. I take all the care I possibly can 
to cure it by punishing those Boys with the utmost 
severity that presume to mock him, and by giving him 
what Time he pleases to express himself." 
A letter of 1726 shews that the connexion between 

the celebrated Dr. Richardson of Bierley and the school 
of his youth had not been broken. Abstrupus Danby 
writes to his father— 

"My two boys from Bradford tell me their Master Mr. 
Hill, accompanied Dr. Richardson to Oxford about three 
weeks since, where he has carried his eldest son who 
is 18 years of age, and a very fine youth. The Doctor 
is my neighbour, and a good friend: he is a Gentleman 
of about 15001s. a year and of much worth and prudence. 
Mr. Hill returns this week, and I propose to see him in 
a little time. So the short recess from the School which 
my boys will have with me, will be no loss to their 
improvement and gives me pleasure." 

Educated at Bradford, the Doctor had proceeded to 
Oxford, and thence to Leiden to study medicine, to 

* Arthur Danby was troubled with difficulty of speech, so much so 
that in 1738 he was compelled to consult, he says, 'Woodward, the 
famous stammering master who is lately removed from Islington 
to a house upon Tower Hill. He immediately found out the cause 
of my visit and misfortune, and told me that it would be im-
possible but that I should be cured and be astonished, from the 
principles which he should lay down, that I had ever stammered 
at all.' Arthur Danby to Abstrupus Danby, January 2nd, 1738. 
It seems that from the lack of confidence expressed by Danby, 
Woodward found the demand of a fee for 30 guineas the 
most effective prescription for startling his clients into speech. 
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settle again at Bierley; and though he had never 
published anything on his own account, a large corres-
pondence with members of the Royal Society of which 
he was also a member, and the learned men of his time, 
prominent among whom was Sir Hans Sloane, proved 
without doubt his knowledge of medicine and no usual 
scientific ability.* The praise Abstrupus Danby gives 
to Dr. Richardson was no perfunctory compliment. An 
entry in the Account Books dated 1724 relates 

"June 27th. Given Dr. Richardson for 
coming this day to my son Harry ... 01. 01. 00." 

His confidence in him was such that he sumlflOfle(l 
him to the care of his dying son, as an entry pathetic in 
its brevity describes— 

"Aug. 5th. Given Dr. Richardson, a 
fee for my poor son Harry, whom 
God was pleas'd to take to himself 
this day at Night ... 01. 01. 00." 

The education his sons were receiving, though the 
curriculum was presumably restricted to the Classics, 
must have been sound, and the Rev. Thomas Hill was 
not the only one to feel satisfaction in these pupils. 
"My boys at Bradford improve exceedingly . . . ." 

writes their father to Sir Abstrupus in August 1723. 
Their father's satisfaction in the Grammar School is 
shewn by the mere fact that Abstrupus Danby, the 
youngest of the three brothers, followed the elder two 
to Bradford in July, 1726. Nor must these letters be 
considered to express but the usual sanguine expecta-
tions of a father for the future of his son. The 
'Theme' long since promised by William Danby in 1723, 
a curious piece composed with labour, was dispatched 
two years afterwards by the hand of his Master, en-
closed in a letter dated Christmas Day 1725. Mr. Hill 
seemed to consider the composition excellent enough to 
be sufficient greeting to his pupil's father— 

*Cudworth. Round about Bradford, p. 68. 
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U 

"'Tis with a great deal of satisfaction I can assure you 
Mastr Danby and his Brother are Two of the finest 
Youths I ever taught. You'll excuse me for giving you 
the trouble of a little Exercise of Master Danby's: I 
daresay you'll think it mighty well for a Young 
Gentleman of his age. He is gone to Col. Yarburgh's 
with a School-Fellow this Christmas, and Mastr Arthur 
is at Leeds. The Compliments of the Season wait upon 
You. Pray pardon this Freedom from, 

Honoured Sir, Your Obliged Humble Servant, 
Thos: Hill." 

The ' exercise' itself, written at the age of thirteen, 
when the modern school-boy is still wrestling with the 
elements of Grammar and Syntax, is a philosophic re-
flection in Latin prose and verse upon the vanity of 
riches and the consolation of virtue, ending with the 
hexameter :-" Excole virtutem, quae tibi certa manet," 
and was executed in a true Horatian spirit, if hardly 
quite in the true Horatian manner. 

But it is to the more detailed memoranda in the 
Account Books of Abstrupus Danby that we must turn 
to discover the expenditure considered necessary to pay 
for their schooling, and maintain a mode of life befitting 
their station. The entry corresponding to their first 
year at Bradford runs— 

"October 17th. Paid Mr. Hill, Schoolmaster 
at Bradford, for boarding, Schooling, and 
other Necessary's for Willy and Arthur, 
for Half a Year due and ending the first 
of July last past, as by his Note ... ... 12. 15. 11." 

The normal fee,although charges were apt to vary, 
would seem to have been six pounds a half year for 
boarding and schooling for each of the boys, and which 
was divided into the proportions of one pound for 
schooling, and five pounds for boarding. Another bill 
arrived to the amount of thirty six pounds all told, 
which from the information contained has seemed worth 
full quotations— 

"October 6th. Paid   to Mr. Hill 
Schoolmaster at Bradford, for boarding 
Willy and Arthur a Year, from the 1st of 
July 1725 to the 1st of July 1726, last past 20. 10. 00." 
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"Paid him also for a Year's Schooling, dur-
ing the Aforesaid Time ... ... 4. 0. 0." 

"Paid him also his Disbursements for them, 
for Necessary's, Books, and Other things, 
the particulars whereof may be seen by his 
Bill, with his Receipt in full of all Accounts 
to the first of July last past as above said 11. 10. 00." 

Nor were the domestics forgotten, for an entry, small 
enough to be overlooked, runs— 

"July 1st. Given also his Man who cleans 
their Shoes ... 1. 0." 

And in a bill of 1723, there is a gratuity of five 
shillings, for the 'two maids who look after them.' 
Both items are of interest for they shed some small 
light on the establishment maintained by Mr. Hill. But 
there is a confusing entry— 

"To a Taylor in the House, to Mend the 
Boys' Cloaths ... 1. 0." 

The supposition is that a journeyman tailor in the town 
was requisitioned every so often to repair the damages, 
which, the Book incidently shews, were sustained with 
the frequence of monotony. 

The Account Books are equally full of payments 
for the details of personal dress, which none the less 
furnish some idea of the position considered necessary 
to be upheld, and illustrate the manners of the time. 
There is certainly a touch of school-boy dignity and 
sobriety in an entry of— 

"Oct. 9th. Paid, John Dixon, Barber at 
Leeds, for a Bob Wig for Will: Danby, 
which was made for him the 29th May 
last ... ... 1. 0. 0." 
Ditto for Strupy 15. 0." 

And in another, Mr. Preston,* the Usher, had paid— 
"12.0. to Thomas Denham, Barber, for Powdering their 

* Thomas Preston. Appointed Usher at the Bradford Grammar School 
in 1707. He married Mary Fenton, sister of Alderman William 
Fenton, of Leeds, merchant, and had issue Sarah, baptised at 
Bradford in 1712 and buried there in 1721 ; Elizabeth, baptised at 
Bradford, 1714, married at Add, Sept. 15, 1737, to Bartholomew 
Harwood, of Leeds, goldsmith; and William, who was baptised at 
Bradford, 1718, married Elizabeth  , and became an apothecary 
at Leeds, 
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Wigs to this Day." It is interesting to find—" Paid Mr. 
Pick, Barber at York, for a Wig for Willy, and for a 
Years shaving his Head and Powdering him . 

but it was, however, customary to undergo a merciless 
tonsure before one was permitted the privilege of a 
wig. Cravats, as well as powdered wigs befitted their 
dignity as the sons of gentry, for there is an item— 
Paid my Sister [Frances] Eusdon for Muslin she 

bought at Leeds for Stocks for Willy, Arthur, and 
Strupy . . . ." It is only natural though, that under 
the surface of civility there remained the inevitable 
school-boy spirit, 

"Paid. Jan. 14th. for Shirt Buttons, for 
the Boys ... ... 0. 0. 2. 
for Thread ... ... 0. 0. 4." 

The numbers increasing with the passage of the 
years, the amount rose to a crescendo with—" 5 Dozen 
Coat Buttons, at lOd. per Doz. for the Boys." There 
is a determination to be prepared for the worst in the 
memorandum—" Paid Joseph Lee, Taylor at Leeds, for 
a pair of Leather Breeches for Willy, and a pair 
Breeches for Strupy made up of my old coat." Both 
Willy and Strupy, as numerous entries indicate, seem 
to have been furnished with an astonishing number of 
leather breeches. 

Another entry for 1727 throws light on the state of 
feeling in Bradford towards the Hanoverians, for if 
the lead of the school is to be taken, the town was 
evidently loyal to King George. The school was at 
any rate loyal in its mourning, since Danby writes— 

"Paid Thomas Bridges of Leeds, for Crape 
Hatbands for the 3 boys ... ... 11. 06." 
Paid Salisbury, Furrier, Ditto, for Three 
pairs of Black Stockings for them ... 10. 00." 

In the following year, there is a reference to the 
rise of prices in Bradford, not easily to be explained. 
There is a note to the usual memorandum of school fees 
paid :-" Note he has Raised his prices for their Board, 
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from Ten to Twelve Pounds per Ann: apiece, upon 
Account of the Dearness of Corn and provisions." 

The peaceful life was rudely disturbed in 1728. The 
Rev. Thos. Hill, M.A., died, to be followed in the position 
of Headmaster and Lecturer at the Parish Church by 
Mr. Benjamin Butler, who seems to have shared the 
management of the school with Mr. Preston, the Usher. 
I agreed," runs the Account Book, "to pay 1211. per 

Ann: for Each of them, being the same I paid 1\'Ir. Hill, 
their late H. Master; so that their whole Years Board 
with Mr. Preston will amount to 3611. a Year, or pro-
portionable thereto, for the time they stay with him. . . 

"Mr. Benjamin Butler, the Master, is also to be paid 
for their Schooling. I paid 211. per Ann: to Mr. Hill 
for this for Each of them; being in the whole, 61i. a 
Year." William Danby, however, did not stay long 
under the new regime at the school, for in 1730 he left 
Bradford, was admitted a Member of the Middle 
Temple, and proceeded as a Commoner to Katherine 
Hall, Cambridge. There in 1730 he made his way from 
London, and his father with him, who jovially paid— 
"for the Hire of Two Horses, Three Days, from 
London to Cambridge; one of 'em my son William rid 
on, and a Man went Down with us upon the Other and 
Carry'd his Portmanteau." 

Bradford, it would seem, had not done ill by him, 
nor he by the reputation of his school, as the testimony 
of his tutor shewed. In a letter from Katherine Hall, 
Cambridge, dated July 20th, 1732, his tutor Edward 
Hubbard gives his opinion of Danby, and thus indirectly 
perhaps, upon his school, for he writes :-" He still 
continues to deserve our good opinion in College, and 
we think we may set Him against any Gentleman of 
his Rank in the University." 
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A PARTICULAR NOTE OF ALL THE 

OXGANGS IN THE TOWNE OF SHIPLEY. 

Mr. Rawson Land all beinge ... 6-
(but Mimes stands for one Oxgange) 

Mr. Slater, New Close ... 5 
George Feud, Shipley, .all ... 3 34 

Joseph Feud, all his in Shipley 2,11 
Nicholas Stead ... ... 2 
William Dickson, himself and son, Nathan 3 
John Dickson, Shipley ... 2 
William Pickard, of his owne 01 
Mr. Murgetroyd ... ... ... ... ... 6 

In the occupation of William Pickard, Win. 
Brooksbanke and John Eastwood, viz: William 
Brooksbanke, 2 ox, , -; Wm. Pickard, 2; 
Jo. Eastwood, 1* 

John Dixon, of Royds 3 
Robert Pickard ... 1 
John Rawson ... it 
Wm. Booth ... if 
John Clayton, all ... ... ... ... ... 2 

In occup. of Joel Stead, Isaack Blagburne and 
Brian Lister, viz: Joel Stead, 1 ox. ; Isack 
Blagburne, O--; Brian Lister, 04 

Jespar Pickard ... ... ... ... 1 
Lawrence Rawson, Junior, for Pasley holmes, and 

the rest belonging to Pasley House ... O 
viz: holmes -, and the rest 

Captaine Cotes, in occupation of Anthony Slator ... 0 
George Hudson or Thomas ... ... ... 0 
Francis- Dickenson, being Wm. Rawson's besides the 

forementioned 6 ox. - ... ... ... 0 
Gregory Farrer, beinge the Townes land ... 0 
Peter Pickard beinge Grime House and Crofte 0112-

Undated, but apparently written about 1644. The original is in the 
Hailstone Collection of Manuscripts in the Minster Library, York. 



PEDIGREE OF MJLNER, OF BRADFORD * 

John Milner Judith Laycock 
died, Feb. 19th, 1797, aged of the Church Steps Inn, 

42 years; buried, Bradford. Bradford; 
died, June 11th, 1817, aged 

74 years; buried, Bradford. 

Joshua Mimer 
tailor and draper; also 
engaged in quarrying at 
Coppy Quarry, Bradford; 
married, Bradford Parish 
Church, July 5th, 1806; 
died, Nov. 10th, 1840; 

buried, Bradford. 

Mary Horsfall 
dau. of Michael Horsfall, 

of Denholme, draper; 
buried, Shipley. 

William Milner 
emigrated to America or 

Australia. 

Hannah Milner = - Ramsden 

A 

Judith Milner = George Goodall 
buried in Wesleyan Chapel 
Yard, Undercliffe, Bradford; 

(no issue) 

Martha = Charles Rose 
of Leeds. 

John = 1. Dorothea Smith 
tailor and draper; of Wakefield; 

migrated to Islington; died, Islington. 
issue by both wives. 2. A London lady. 

Michael = 

tailor and draper; pur-

chased Stott Hill Hall, 
Bradford, in 1843; died, 
Aug. 23rd, 1847, aged 
36 years; no issue. 

Elizabeth Marshall Thomas 
of Bradford. tailor; died unmarried 

buried at Shipley. 

Mary Matthew Balme 
buried at Calverley, schoolmaster at the mill 

Nov. 12th, 1866, of Messrs. Wood and 
aged 51 years. Walker, Bradford; born 

July 8th, 1813; buried at 
Calverley, Aug. 29th, 1884. 

Mary 
born 1843; died unmarried, 

Jan. 27th, 1932. 

Joshua = Watson 
wool stapler; buried, of Kirkcudbright ; buried, 
Undercliffe Cemetery. Undercliffe Cemetery, 

Bradford. 
A 

William 
died young. 

Elizabeth 
died young. 

* This pedigree, 

James = Mary Siddle, 
Clerk of the County Court, 
Barnsley; went to London, 

died there. 

of Doncaster. 

compiled from notes made by Miss Mary Balme, is intended as a supplement 

Emma = John Shepherd 
of Barnsley. 

A 

Ellen 
died unmarried ; buried, 

Shipley 

Charles 
woolsorter and photo-

grapher; buried, Shipley. 

to the history of Stott Hill Hall, published in The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Part XXV. See pages 

= 1. Mary Ann Towers 
(no issue). 

2. MaryHinton 
buried it Charlestown 
Cemetery. (issue). 

213-215. W.R. 
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THE TOWNSHIP OF MANNINGHAM 

IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

(Presidential Address, November 7th, 1934) 

INTRODUCTION 

F
OR a picture of Manningham in the reign of 

James I we have to depend upon a plan of the 
township contained in the series of Duchy of 

Lancaster Special Commissions at the Public Record 
Office, London.' The plan, which is reproduced(') by 
permission of the Deputy Keeper of Public Records, was 
found in 1931 by Mr. H. I. Judson, M.A., of Barnet, 
Hertfordshire, who then reported his discovery to me. 
Historical and topographical research students of the 
Bradford district are, therefore, indebted to Mr. Judson 
for bringing this document to light; incidentally, it is 
the earliest local township plan yet found. Some idea 
of its value can be formed when it is used in conjunction 
with Manningham deeds and the Bradford Parish 
Registers, for the plan abounds in personal names. Thus 
we find in it a directory of landholders, both copyhold 
and freehold, as well as the location of certain high-
ways, becks, fields and lands, such as the Bradford Free, 
or Grammar, School lands. 

On turning to the reproduction of the plan sub-
joined, it will be seen that its title appears nearly in the 

(1) Location number, D.L.44/953. 
(2) The collotypc reproduction of the plan is in a warm monochrome. 

It has been necessary to reproduce it in one colour, because of the 
colours mentioned in the title of the plan yellow is the only one 
that has held; presumably the others have faded so much that they 
cannot now be reproduced. On inspection the original has been 
found to be in a poor state; hence, the desirability for its repro-
duction before its condition becomes worse. 
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left-hand top corner, and in the left-hand bottom corner 
is a certificate relating to the delivery of the plan by the 
surveyor, Robert Saxton. Before discussing the 
document, however, it will be well to say something 
about its author, who was practising the science of 
geodesy when it was in its infancy. 

The Saxton family was settled at Dunningley, a 
hamlet which lay between Leeds and Wakefield. It 
would seem that Robert was the eldest son of 
Christopher Saxton, whom the late Sir Herbert 
Fordham 3 described as "the first English carto-
grapher." I admit there is an element of doubt in regard 
to the genealogy of the Saxtons, as anyone who reads 
Fordham's account will realise. Robert Saxton 
evidently followed in his father's footsteps, a fact which, 
though not set down by Sir Herbert Fordham, was, in 
all probability, known to this authority on old English 
plans and road-books, for Robert is described as being 
"like his father . . . an 'experte surveyor.' "4) Again, 
in 1617, when a boundary dispute was in progress in 
the Oakworth neighbourhood, near Keighley, Robert is 
referred to in the depositions as "the King's surveyor 
in these parts." That the son was influenced by his 
father is apparent from the fact that the colours and 
scale of the Manningham plan are similar to those 
employed by the elder Saxton. In addition, the surveys 
made by Christopher usually contained dimensions in 
acres, roods, day-works and perches; these are the same 
as those which appear in the survey, or schedule, which 
accompanies the plan of Manningham and of which a 
transcript is given in the appendix to this paper. In 
1614-15 Robert surveyed part of the moor of Liver-
sedge, when a division of the same was in progress. Six 
years earlier Christopher had surveyed the demesne 

(3) In a paper entitled "Christopher Saxton, of Dunningley." Thoresby 
Society Publications, xxviii, 1927: Miscellanea, 357-384. 

(4) Spen Valley, by F. Peel, 1893, 147. 
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lands of the manor of Liversedge ;(5) and about the year 
1591 he surveyed Heaton Moor, near Bradford. 

The fame of Robert Saxton was undoubtedly over-
shadowed by that of his father, who laid a solid 
foundation in land survey and map delineation and 
production;(') but before the son died in 1626 he had 
many plans and surveys to his name. A study of the 
life and work of the younger Saxton would be a real 
contribution to West Riding cartographic knowledge, 
for I believe that most of the work he produced relates 
to Yorkshire, whereas Christopher's was largely national 
in interest. Robert's will, which is in the York District 
Probate Registry, is dated September 25, 1626, and 
was proved on December 4 of the same year by 
Christopher Saxton, of West Ardsley, clothier, his 
brother. It is not known who was his wife, but he had 
a son named William, who was baptised on November 
6, 16O8.' His will, in which he is described as of 
the parish of Wood Church, yeoman, directs that his 
body shall be buried in the church of Wood Church. 
One interesting legacy is that of his sword, which he 
gave to Thomas Nalson, of Altofts, husband of his 
sister, Grace. This sword Saxton would probably carry 
as part of his personal equipment, for a "king's 
surveyor" and a member of an armigerous family(') 
was a person of some importance in Elizabethan and 
Stuart days. Saxton would ride on horse-back from 
point to point over the countryside carrying his 
theodolite, 9 which had been invented some fifty years 
before he produced his plan of Manningham. 

(5) Ibid., 130. (6) Fordham, ante., 370. 

(7) Archbishop's transcripts of the parish register of \Voodkirk, or 
West Ardsley, in the York Diocesan Registry. 

(8) Christopher Saxton had a grant of armorial bearings, with a crest 
of an arm and a hand holding a pair of compasses partly open, 
on July 1, 1579. 

(9) This surveying instrument was "a whole Circle made of Brass 
containing 360 degrees, diagonally or otherwise divided, with an 
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PLAN OF MANNINGHAM IN 1613 

A study of the plan reveals the fact that the face 
of the countryside about Manningham must have 
changed its character much since, say, three centuries 
before. But the village altered very little between 1613 
and 1811, as a plan(10) of the township made in the latter 
year testifies. In Saxton's plan are to be seen vestiges 
of the open field system in the narrow strips of land 
of uneven length, as well as in the names of such large, 
or town, fields then existing. In short, the plan is a 
picture of Manningham at a time when few pursuits 
other than agriculture were followed by the inhabitants. 
Wool growing would be carried on as there was a good 
deal of pasture land available for sheep grazing. Of 
waste, or common land, there was only a small tract 
named Manningham Common, which was situated near 
the hamlet now known as Daisy Hill. Like other local 
township moors and commons then remaining, that at 
Manningham was enclosed in the eighteenth century. 
So much for a general description of the plan; we will 
now consider the constituent parts of the township : the 
becks, fields, highways and houses. 

Water-courses, such as becks, or rivulets, are more 
or less fixed geographical features of a place; hence, 
we find that from early times such have been recognised 
as convenient and immutable boundary marks. So it 
was at Manningham, though their names are not given. 
On the north the township was bounded by Heaton, part 

Index and sights moving on the Center, and a box and 
Needle in the middle." W. B. Grump (Thoresby Society's 
Miscellanea, ante., 399) says " the survey was a magnetic one. 
Bearings were taken by sighting an object and reading the angle 
between its direction and the magnetic meridian (or the direction 
of the needle)." 

(10) In Boiling Hall Museum, Bradford, 
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of which boundary was the beck which flows through 
Lister Park. Part of the southern boundary was the 
stream called Bull Royd Sike, which, descending from 
Chellow Dean, divided Manningham from Allerton. 
Bull Royd Sike, which is mentioned by this name in 
a grant of land by John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, 
to John de Northorp, or Northrop, and the township 
of Allerton were the western boundary. The Brad-
ford Beck, dividing Manningham from Bolton and 
Horton, and part of the town of Bradford formed the 
boundary on the east; and the remainder of the southern 
limit was also the Beck. 

With regard to the fields much more can be said. 
In the first place, eight large fields, probably part of the 
ancient common, or town, fields are mentioned. They 
are West Feilde, Midle Feilde, High Feilde, Panewell 
Feilde, Olde Maninggam Feilde, Breckes Feilde, 
Clyffeilde and Whitley, or Whetley. One rather com-
mon town-field name, South Field, is missing. This 
field-name occurs in Manningham deeds of the seven-
teenth century; and if, as I believe, South Field was an 
open field then it would make the number of common 
fields into nine. This number, a multiple of three, 
reminds us of the days of the three-field system of land 
tillage, when agriculture was the economic basis of the 
feudal state. By this system one of three fields, all of 
which were divided into narrow strips, lay fallow every 
year, the other two being under the plough. It is of 
interest to note in this connection that in 1359 John 
Dobson, of Manningham, held a certain plot of land in 
the township, which plot lay fallow "by ancient custom" 
every third year." In 1613 a substantial part of Man-
ningham was divided into such strips, known locally as 
'lands.' These, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
would be hereditary holdings. Charters sometimes 
state the location of particular strips.(") A strip 
(11) Bradford Manor Court rolls. 
(12) See, for example, CalverWv Charters (published by the Thorésby 

Society), no. 92, circa 1312, which relates to Pudsey. 
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described in the late twelfth century may be found 
mentioned in charters of two centuries later, with the 
same location and boundaries defined. These holdings 
were not enclosed. Fences are mentioned in the laws of 
me, in the seventh century, but they would be round the 
great fields themselves and not round individual plots. 
There is evidence to show that the strips, or 'lands,' 
were parted from each other by balks, or low banks 
of unploughed turf. These balks and the purpose they 
served are mentioned in the Wakefield Court rolls as 
late as 1438, when John de Northende was presented 
for having ploughd up and thus destroyed certain 
boundaries called "balkes," situated and placed between 
the 'lands' of the tenants. 

The strips varied in size even in the same common 
field, and at Manningham they appear to have been 
roughly-cut half-acres and roods of the most convenient 
shape for ploughing. Deeds of sale provide testimony 
to the fact that, locally, plots of land were very fre-
quently no larger than a rood; and even half-roods 
were sometimes the subject of deeds of feoffment in 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. The normal 
length of a 'land' was a furlong, or furrow-long; that 
is, the length of the drive of the plough before it was 
turned on the headland, which, like the balks, was of 
grass. Then there were odd pieces of land in the com-
mon fields which were sometimes known as 'reäns,' 
but more generally described as ' butts;' for example, 
gore-butts, which, possibly, the reeve was allowed to 
take as a privilege or perquisite of his office. In, 
seventeenth century deeds relating to Manningham field 
names containing the element 'butt' occur frequently. 
The strips were also sometimes called 'selions,' 
corresponding with the French word 'sillon,' meaning 
a furrow. When, however, intead of being arable they 
were strips of meadow they often bore the name of 
'doles,' from the Anglo-Saxon 'dad,' a share. 
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Neither the strips, nor ' furlongs ' or ' shots,'(") 
as groups of strips were called, represented a complete 
holding; on the contrary, the several holdings were 
composed of a multitude of strips, scattered about on all 
sides of the township. A few were in this field, some 
in that; they were intermixed and cast about in what 
at first sight appears to be a most unaccountable and 
order-lacking manner. The occurrence of the same 
tenants' names in nearly all four corners of Manning-
ham in 1613 shows that this system had obtained there 
as elsewhere. Yet in all this seeming chaos there was 
method. Our ancestors realised that all the soil in a 
village was not alike in quality; therefore, each tenant 
had his share of rich as well as of poor land. But 
perhaps a more important reason for the scattered 
positions of his strips was, that if all his land was 
situated in one common field then one year in every 
three the tenant would have no return from his holding, 
as the land would be lying fallow. Therefore, by the 
distribution of roods, half-acres and acres over all the 
township he was assured, under normal conditions, of 
course, of a livelihood each and every year. 

Usually there was a ring of pasture round the town 
fields, and a tract of uncultivated land, such as waste 
and woodland, round the pasture. The inhabitants of 
Manningharn in medieval times would have rights in 
the pasture or meadow, and in the uncultivated land. 
For example, their cattle could, until the harvest had 
been reaped, graze on the pasture and the waste; after 
harvest-time the cattle would be turned on to the arable 
land to feed off the stubble. For fuel, the tenants 
would have to depend upon the wood and turves which 
they were allowed to get from the woodland and moor; 
coal was not then used for domestic firing, nor as a fuel 
for the iron-smelting which was being carried on in the 
(13) Examples of the use of the terms 'dole,' 'furlong,' 'selion' and 

other similar archaic words are to be found in local deeds. See 
Local Record Series, ii; edited by the writer for the Bradford 
Historical and Antiquarian Society. 
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neighbourhood by the monks of Rievaulx Abbey. 
At the south-east corner of Manningham was the 

Breckes Feilde, from which Breck Layne, marked on 
Saxton's plan, was named. The field was skirted by a 
lane, approximating to the present Lumb Lane, on the 
east, and by Breck Layne, now Thornton Road and City 
Road, on the south. 

The Clyffeilde, triangular in shape, was bounded by 
highways answering to the modern Toiler Lane, Heaton 
Road and Lilycroft Road. In this field was a large plot 
of ground which was Bradford Free, or Grammar, 
School land. School land was situated in many parts 
of Manningham, the total area being twenty acres, four 
day-works and three perches, some of which was 
"new land." This new land would comprise thè 
extension of the previous Bradford School lands in the 
reign of Elizabeth, as certain Manningham tenants were 
then permitted to increase their holdings. 

High Feilde was near the top of Squire Lane, and 
was either bisected or bounded by Duckworth Lane on 
the south, Daisy Hill Lane on the west, Smith Lane on 
the north, and the Midle Feilde on the east. 

The Midle Feilde consisted of the remainder of the 
land eastward from High Feilde to the point where 
Duckworth Lane and Toiler Lane converge, and thus 
was bounded by Duckworth Lane, Toiler Lane and 
Smith Lane. 

Near the two last-mentioned fields was Olde 
Maninggarn Feilde, its boundaries being Toiler Lane 
on the east, Smith Lane on the south, Manningham 
Common at Daisy Hill on the west, and Heaton 
Common on the north. 

Paneweli Feilde was bounded by Toiler Lane, from 
where it starts above Whetley Hill, and part of Duck-
worth Lane on the north-east and north. Jt may have 
extended as far south as Whetley Lane. In the name, 
Panewell, there is a suggestion of a connection with 
a pinwell; that is, a kind of holy well into which bent 
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pins were dropped by persons in distress or trouble, 
in the hope that their sufferings would be alleviated. 
The well known in modern times as Ashwell, situate 
in the ancient Panewell Feilde, may be the original 
Panewell, or Pinweli. 

The West Feilde appears to have haI for its 
boundaries part of Toiler Lane on the west, Heaton on 
the north, Heaton Road, from Lilycroft Road to the 
Heaton township boundary, on the east, and Lilycroft 
Road, with a section of Toiler Lane, on the south. This 
field, as well as the Breckes Feilde and Olde Maninggam 
Feilde, is mentioned in the Bradford Court rolls of the 
early part of the fifteenth century. At "le 1vVestefeld" 
there had been depasturing by beasts brought to Brad-
ford for sale by their owners from distant places; for 
example, Broughton, probably the village of that name 
a little beyond Skipton, as Manningham lies north-west 
from Bradford. It is likely that the cattle dealers had 
come to Bradford Fair and had taken the liberty of 
driving their animals on to the pasture of the West 
Feilde, thus thinking to obtain free grazing until their 
cattle were sold. In a deed of 1664 there is mention 
of " three doles or parcels of land lying in one Bierdole 
or common field called the Westfield." 

The last town field to be defined is Whetley, Whose 
boundaries appear to have been the " Kinges Hye 
Strete," or the present White Abbey Road, on the east, 
Whetley Lane on the north and west, and Breck Layne 
and the Breckes Feilde on the south. 

These eight fields are the only large ones named by 
Saxton, but there were other and sùialler ones in 
Manningham, and these we will now consider though 
it is not possible to locate all of them; neither can all 
the fields be named here, but only a selection taken from 
the Bradford Manor Court rolls. If deeds were 
included as a source for township field names they 
would swell this account to an inordinate length. 

‚I 

t 
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Mention has been made of Lilycroft Road, which, 
presumably, derived its name from the messuage and 
bovate of land which William Lillyng held in bondage 
when he died in, or before, 1339-40. These premises 
descended to Agnes, his daughter and heiress. The name 
Lillyngcroft appears in 12 Henry IV (1410-1411), when 
it is recorded that the tenants of Manningham ought 
to have common every third year. The tenant of the 
premises, Adam Atzhate (possibly Atyhate, or At-Gate), 
had, however, been keeping this field to himself every 
year to the disherison of the lord and his tenants. In 
1601 Thomas Sharp, senior, of Horton, had a house 
and the croft called Lillye Crofte. These adjoined land 
of John Denton, a clothier, also called Lilliecroft, on 
the south. 

William Crabtree had a close called Lyngiefeild 
(? Lingfield), and another known as Newedamehead, 
which was on the vest side of Litle Bower Royd. 
Newdamhead had been acquired by Crabtree after the 
death of John Hill who, according to his inquisition 
post mortem, died possessed of it in 1601. 

Saxton's plan contains a number of field names other 
than those already discussed. These were Manningham 
Common, then unenclosed, Lillie Croftes, The Garthe, 
Browneroide and Magget Inges. Browne Royde, in 
1626, was in the occupation of John Phillip,. although 
one of the Northrop fámily, George, also was then 
described as of Browne Royde. In the following year 
Isaac Hollyns held a parcel of land, measuring one acre 
and a rood, in the South Field of Manningham, the 
town field whose name is omitted from the plan. 

In 1628 appears the name of Sainct Katherine Close, 
a small field abutting upon a way leading from Bradford 
to Manningham. Fifty years later the name had 
changed to Cattering Close, "late the lands of Henry 
Bradshaw, of Manningham." 
A field frequently mentioned in the Court rolls is 

Clayroid. Formerly in the occupation of. William 
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Tonge, it was granted to John Okell, Vicar of Brad-
ford, in 1629 to hold by copy of court roll and by the 
customary rent and service. This example of copyhold 
tenure affords the opportunity to state that this par-
ticular form of tenure, more than anything else, kept 
alive the memory of the old-time distinction between 
the freeman and the villein, when the latter was merely 
one of his lord's chattels. In 1663 Thomas Hollings 
was the occupier of Clayroid. 

The interesting field-name of Cruckleswell occurs 
in 1664. Cruckleswell was situated between Manning-
ham Stoope and Halifield Crosse. The latter name is 
here applied to some closes of land near the Bradford-
Manningham boundary and not to a monument; but 
from this qualifying statement must not be inferred the 
opinion that a stone or wooden cross of the name never 
existed. From Manningham Stoope, whose location I 
have not traced, a lane led to Fair Gapp, which was just 
within the town of Bradford; but in 1686 there was a 
close called the Stoope, which adjoined Manningham 
Lower Lane on the left-hand side from Bradford to 
Manningham. The occupiers of Cruckleswells were 
ordered by the jurors of the Bradford Manor Court to 
take in the water which ran by their premises. The 
occurrence of a water-course thereabouts, together with 
the name, Cruckleswell, suggests that here, as in the 
Panewell Feilde, was a holy well of a kind. Perhaps 
the derivation of the name may be found in the York-
shire dialect word 'crukie,' meaning to make crooked, 
or to bend or twist. In a sense, therefore, Cruckleswell 
was another pin well, into which bent or 'crukied' pins 
were cast. Cruckleswells, or Crookewells, as the three 
closes of land were called in a deed of 1658, were then 
granted by Tempest Brighouse, of Bilbie, in county 
Nottingham, to James Mitchell, of Bradford, yeoman. 
But the earliest transaction relating to this property 
which I have found is a deed of sale by Christopher 
Pighells, of Bradford, yeoman, to John Nicholls, of 

11 
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Horton, clerk, of the close of land called Cruckleswell, 
alias gateland, containing one acre. 'Gateland' was 
a description frequently applied to small parcels of land 
at that time, and its origin is, I believe, to be found in 
the fact that in the open fields a common field way, or 
'gate,' as it was called in the West Riding, generally 
ran along one side of the 'furlong,' inside its boundaries 
and across the ends of the strips comprising it. It 
would appear, therefore, that such open field ways later 
came to be cultivated. Nicholls purchased Cruckleswell 
in 1612, the year before Saxton produced his plan, on 
which the small field is shown adjoining others belonging 
to Pighells. Thus the plan fixes the location of Cruckles-
well; it adjoined the east side of the highway leading 
from Bradford to Frizinghall and was just within the 
Manningham township. 

Whetley Greene was a field in the possession of John 
Jowett in 1679. A complaint was laid by Thomas 
Lister, gentleman, in 1680 which had reference to the 
cleaning of a ditch belonging to Jowett, who held two 
fields adjoining one of Lister's known as New England. 
Jowett was ordered to permit the spring or water to 
run down the ditch, which evidently continued through 
New England, and not to divert the water from its 
ancient course. 

There was a piece of ground in Manningham known 
as Deansike Close Which, in 1679, was in the occupation 
of William Noithropp. This abutted upon the highway 
leading from Frizengill (Frizinghall) to Bradford on 
the east side, upon Dean Sike on the south and upon 
a place called Greenspott on the north. Was Greenspott 
near the place where the old hostelry known as "The 
Spotted House" now stands? There would appear to 
be same' foundation for the theory that the inn build-
ings have had predecessors. In a deed(") is mentioned 
the House at the Spot. It is an indenture of lease dated 
(14) Formerly in the possession of the late Fairless Barber. Printed in 

The Yorkshire County Magazine. 
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November 20, 20 Henry VII (1504) and made between 
John Yatis (Yates), of Manningham, and Gilbert 
Ferrer, of Ovenden, near Halifax. Yates demised to 
Ferrer a tenement and an oxgang of land in Manynggam 
called "the hous at the spot." 

From fields we pass to highways in seventeenth 
century Manningham. On the Manningham plan two 
only are named, the Kinges Hye Strete and Breck Layne. 
The former, now White Abbey Road and its con-
tinuation, Toiler Lane, raises the subject of the meaning 
of the word street' as applied to roads or ways. 

(i) It is recognised that the word was retained by the 
Anglo-Saxons as a name already applied to the 
Roman roads which they found when they invaded 
Britain. 

(ii) Probably not seldom, tracks leading to Roman roads 
received such names as Street Lane because they 
led to the Street. Very likely such an example is 
Street Lane in the northern suburbs of Leeds. 

(iii) Other roads not constructed by the Romans, but in 
use during their hold over the country, attracted the 
same name. Of these Iknie1d Street is the best 
known. Probably two such examples occur in the 
West Riding: (a) the old road passing east to west 
from upper Wharfedale to Ribblesdale and beyond, 
with ' street' names near Malham Tarn; and (b) 
High Street from Purston Jaglin to Aghrigg, Ossett 
Street beyond the Calder perhaps being a 
continuation. 

(iv) We meet with other cases difficult to explain. Thus 
on the Skipton-Clitheroe high road, between Crooks 
House and Monk Bridge, there is quite a cluster of 
'street' names; and near Newsholme, on the 
Hellifield-Clitheroe road, there is a short detached 
length of hollow way which was once known as 
Skipton Street. This, I understand,( 15) is the sole 
remaining piece of a way once leading to East 
Marton and so to Skipton. The likelihood is that 

(15) From Dr. Francis Villy, of Keighicy, to whom I am indebted for 
information on street ' names, 



70 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

these latter examples belong to a class of ancient 
road not deriving from Roman times, but so old 
that they became popularly included under one or 
another type dating from that period. 

(v) Another use of the word is comparatively modern, 
for a road through a village commonly was called 
"the street" as it became lined by houses, and the 
name was sometimes extended to the road for some 
distance beyond the village. Examples in this 
category are Street Lane (with Street Bridge), now 
a by-road into Silsden; and Town Street at Wyke, 
near Leeds, and at Nidd. In the curious map of 
Leeds dated 1560(16) the entry into Leeds from the 
south by Briggate is called Street, and two branches 
to the north carry the same name well beyond the 
limits of the town. 

Can the meaning of the Kinges Hye Strete in 
Manningham be determined? Taken by itself it might 
belong to any of these five classes; but it is possible to 
narrow it down much more closely with something like 
certainty. If they mark roads at all, all old maps show 
this road as a continuous and very direct one, at least 
between Wakefield and Cross Hills. It has been called 
the " Street" continuously, or nearly so, from Brunt-
cliffe to the descent into Bradford, with 'street' names 
extending further east but not so definitely attached to 
a single road. Near Dudley Hill in 1667 the "high 
streete" was a separate structure close to the present 
line of road ;(17) but thence the name " Street " did not 
occur until Bradford was left behind and the township 
of Manningham was entered. Leaving Manningham 
behind, the road was continued at Chellow Height, Noon 
Nick, Harden Beck and Keighley, where it became the 
Keighley and Kendal turnpike road in the eighteenth 
century. Near Steeton 'street' names occur again, 
and in 1642 this road was called the ' High Streete" at 
Easthurn Bridge.(") We know that a ' street' passed 

(16) Thoresby Society's Publications, v, 11. 
(17) Document setting forth the boundaries of the manor of Tong; 

penes Mrs. H. F. i\f. Tempest, of Tong Hall, Bradford. 
(18) The King's Highway in Craven, by J. J. Brigg, 22. 
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at least from Bruntcliffe to Manningham, about eight 
miles; this excludes, therefore, all ascriptions except to 
classes (i) and (iii). As we have no evidence what-
ever that it was a prehistoric trackway, but much that 
it was Roman,(") it may be said with some confidence 
that the Kinges Hye Strete at Manningham in 1613 is 
evidence that Bradford was originally built on a Roman 
road. 

The other highway, Brecklayne, was the ancestor of 
the modern City Road and Thornton Road. The 
earliest reference to this thoroughfare I have 
found is in 1410-11, when the jurors of the 
Manor Court were informed that the tenants 
of the viii of Manningham had repaired the 
highway by "le Brekzhate" in accordance with a 
previous order so to do. In 1625 this road occurs as 
the " Breckyate, alias Breck Lane," and it was then 
used by the inhabitants of Ailerton who chose to worship 
at Bradford Church instead of the daughter chapel 
at Thornton. It appears that the way from Bull Royd 
Sike to Breck Lane had, a few years later, become in a 
bad state of repair. This strip of highway was, I 
presume, part of Ailerton Road, from the foot of 
Pearson Lane to either Four Lane Ends or to the bottom 
of the present West Park Road. Forty years later this 
way to Bradford Church is again mentioned, this time 
by the name of the Churchway, and according to the 
Court roll entry was limited to that part of it between 
Cockcroft Sike and Newdamhead. Cockcroft Sike 
may be Bull Royd Sike under another name, which was 
undoubtedly derived from the family of Cockcroft, then 
the owners of Street Gap Farm, a substantial yeoman's 
mansion standing just outside Manningham, the town-
ship boundary there being Bull Royd Sike, or Chellow 
Dean Beck, as the modern plans give it. 

Many other highways were figured by Saxton, but, 
unfortunately, they are not named. Perhaps the 

(19) The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), vi, Parts 16, 17. 

U 
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principal one in this unnamed class was the lane that 
cut through the township and continued beyond as "the 
way from Maninggam to Frisingall." This was the 
modern Mariningham Lane, and on both sides of it were 
narrow strips of land such as have already been 
described. On the east side of this highway was a lane 
which led to Bolton, the adjoining township. On the 
west side was a lane, almost opposite the way to Bolton, 
which gave access to "The Garthe;" and another lane 
which led to Lilliecroftes. 
A few lanes are shown near the site of Lister Park, 

and of these we can identify the originals of Oak Lane, 
North Park Road, Victor Road and Heaton Road. 
Another way, an offshoot from the original North Park 
Road, terminated in the upper end of Victor Road. 

Running parallel with the highway to Frizinghall 
for some distance was a road, approximating to Lumb 
Lane, which bordered the Breckes Feilde and ended 
in old Manningham town, near "The Garthe." Here 
was the largest cluster of houses figured by the sur-
veyor. "The Garthe," which was skirted on its east, 
north and west sides by the present Church Street, 
would then he encircled by carriage and foot-ways. 

Another important highway was that now known 
as Heaton Road. In 1613 its course was substantially 
the same as now. On its eastern side was a lane, now 
Church Street, leading to "The Garthe;" further on. 
northward, was a short stretch of road terminating at 
Lilliecroftes; and the third offshoot was that already 
referred to as Victor Road. On the western side was 
a way leading to Toiler Lane, and this would 
undoubtedly be the forerunner of Lilycroft Road. 

From the Kinges Hye Strete ran a straight road, 
now Whetley Lane, which joined Brecklayne above 
Brownroyd. There were no tributaries to this high-
way. There was also a lane running from the High 
Street answering to the modern Duckworth Lane, with 
its continuation, Pearson Lane, so named from the 
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Pearson family, owners of the farmhouse at Street Gap 
in the eighteenth century. Pearson Lane then ended, 
as it does now, in Allerton Road, below Chellow Dean. 
The only offshoot from the original Duckworth Lane 
was a narrow lane with a fork half-way down, the 
branches leading, in the form of footpaths, to Allerton 
Road and the present West Park Road. Out of this 
southern branch off Duckworth Lane has arisen Squire 
Lane. A lane linked the hamlet of Daisy Hill with 
Allerton Road; this, to-day, bears two names, the 
northern portion being called Daisy Hill Lane, and the 
southern section Crow Tree Lane. From the High 
Street there also ran the lane now known as Smith 
Lane, which, at its western extremity, bordered on the 
south the waste ground called Maninggam Common. 

The only roads remaining to he defined are two; 
these ran north-west and south, respectively, from 
Brecklayne, or Thornton Road, at the modern Four 
Lane Ends. Thornton Road for a short distance beyond 
this junction was in the township of Manningham. The 
highway to the north-.west was the precursor of Allerton 
Road which, so far as Manningharn is concerned, ended 
a short distance below Street Gap; its course was the 
same then as now. The highway to the south was that 
once known as Thievescore Lane, but now burdened 
with the name of Cemetery Road. Not - far down this 
road is Thievescore Bridge under which flows, a beck 
from Thornton, later joined by one in the township of 
Clayton, which together take the name of Bxadford 
Beck a little above Thievescore Bridge. In 1613 this 
bridge was almost the southern extremity of Manning-
ham township. This means, of course, that the 
Bradford Beck, into which Bull Royd Sike empties 
itself, was, together with the latter, the southern 
boundary of Manningharn. 

When Robert Saxton surveyed Manningham there 
would he highways in addition to those he figured, which 
are very few in number. For evidence of others one 
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must again turn to the Manor Court rolls where some 
are mentioned by name, but the majority not so clearly 
described. Skinner Lane occurs in 1662. The owners 
and occupiers of fields on the west side of a lane leading 
between Manningham and Bradford were ordered to 
switch, or trim, their hedges and repair cawseys 
(causeways) from Manningham Stoope to the lowest 
end of Skinner Lane in Bradford. Three years later 
occupiers of lands and tenements adjoining the under-
mentioned highways were to repair their fences: from 
Chellow Lane end to the lane leading from Heaton Moor 
to Theevesfoore (Thievescore), from the said lane end 
leading from Theevesfoore to the lane end leading from 
Haworth to Bradford, from there to Towler (Toller) 
Lane end, and from Towler Lane to a lane called 
Lillands, now Leylands Lane. At the south-east end 
of the High Street was a place called Black Abbey, and 
in 1677 four persons were ordered to repair the way 
adjoining their lands in the lane leading between "ye 
Black Abby" and Newdamhead. An "ancient high-
way" leading from Fairweather Green to Breck Lane 
is mentioned about the year 1680; this would probably 
be Thornton Old Road. 

Passing now to a consideration of the homesteads in 
Manningham, it is seen that some thirty are marked by 
Saxton. Taking Manningham Lane first, it appears 
that only two houses lined this highway, and both were 
nearly at Frizinghall. One stood on approximately the 
site of the present Clock House, which is of late seven-
teenth century date. 

Within "The Garthe" were nine, but no owners' 
names are given. Immediately to the east of "The 
Garthe" was a house belonging to Cressi Tong, and to 
the north were the house and grounds of William 
Lister. These houses were in what may be termed 
Manningham town; that is to say, in the vicinity of 
Church Street. 

At Lilycroft were four houses, and further north-
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ward, between Lilycroft and the modern Victor Road, 
three more. Near the foot of Victor Road were another 
four houses, one of which was William Northrop's and 
another that of William Lister. 

Skirting Breck Lane on its north side were only two 
houses, both of which stood between the Bradford 
boundary and the foot of Whetley Lane. One of these 
belonged to James Phillip. Due north from Phillip's 
house and in the ancient Whetley Field was another one. 
At "Browne roide," across Breck Lane from Phillip's 
house, were three houses. Two others were not far 
from Brownroyd, one being situated on the northern 
bank of the Bradford Beck, near Thievescore Bridge, 
and the other nearer Four Lane Ends, on the opposite, 
or west, side of Thievescore Lane. 

Between Allerton Road and Bull Royd Sike, near 
the foot of Pearson Lane, was the house of Edward 
Rushforth; and at Daisy Hill, in the north-west corner 
of the High Field, was the only house remaining to be 
mentioned. 

Some of these houses were either owned or occupied 
by Richard and Nicholas Wilkinson, Richard Mitchell, 
Nicholas, Thomas and John Crabtree, John Denton, 
Isaac Bawmeforth, John Hollings, Robert Craven, 
Edward Cosen, the heirs of Thomas I1lingworth, and the 
trustees, or governors, of the Bradford Free School. 
Although the number of houses drawn by Saxton would 
appear to be small, I am of the opinion that all the 
larger houses that were standing in Manningham in 
1613 were included by the surveyor, for it must be 
remembered that as recently as the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century there was a paucity of houses in the 
township. 

MANNINGHAM BOUNDARIES INQUIRY, 1621 

Before leaving this aspect of Manningharn three 
centuries ago it will be of interest to mention one other 
matter which throws light on the topography of Man-
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ningham. In June, 1621, James I appointed John 
Midgley, William Rawson, Samuel Taylor and John 
Dixon, gentlemen, commissioners to examine witnesses 
under oath and to take other steps with a view to deter-
mining and setting forth the boundaries of Manningham 
from the townships of Allerton and Heaton. This they 
did and the depositions of witnesses are very interesting 
and valuable, in so far as they both confirm some of the 
place and beck-names already given and provide 
additional like names. John Phillip, of Wilsden, 
yeoman, who was then eighty-four years of age, said 
that Bull jZoyd Sike ran into Bradford Beck, and from 
the point where this confluence took place north-
wards up the Sike to Chellow Field end, or the bottom of 
Chellow Deane, was the true boundary dividing Man-
ningham and Allerton. With regard to the boundary 
between Manningham and Heaton, Phillip testified that 
it began at the lower end of Chellow Deane, where the 
aforementioned boundary ended, and proceeded by the 
hedges and fences of Chellow, on the east side of 
Chellow Deane and Chellow fields, to the height of the 
hill above Hazlehurst Brow, commonly called Chellow 
Height. From the edge of this hill the boundary con-
tinued to the height of the Common there as Heaven 
water divides (that is, a watershed, or natural water-
parting), thence eastward to the enclosures of Heaton, 
commonly called Westfeilds, and from thence following 
the head, or west end, of these fields southward until 
Wcstfeilds met with the common field of Manningham 
called Old Manningham. From this field the boundary 
followed an eastward course by the hedges and fences 
which divided the fields of Heaton from those of Man-
ningham as far as Toiler Lane. Crossing this lane the 
boundary continued in a north-easterly direction, by 
lands belonging to Heaton called Dodgroyds and 
forward down a stream known as Shaw Sike, as far 
as a place called Kirk Steelehole. Here Shaw Sike was 
joined by another beck descending from Heaton, and 
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together they flowed eastward and continued the 
boundary until they met with Manningham Beck, which 
ran from the town of Bradfprd to the River Aire. 

Two other witnesses, John Illingworth, of Allerton, 
yeoman, and William Cotes, of Bradford, aged seventy-
seven and eighty-four years, respectively, concurred with 
Phillip. In the report 20 of their findings the com-
missioners state that on October 22, 1621, they met 
on the commons of Manningham, and there read a deed 
dated in the reign of Edward III which John Northrop, 
of Manningham, produced, and which purported to be 
a grant by John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, to one 
John Northrop, of three messuages and six oxgangs 
of land in Manningham. This deed defined boundaries 
which were substantially the same as those just 
described. The commissioners then perambulated the 
boundaries specified in Northrop's charter. Afterwards, 
they examined the three witnesses named, who not only 
traced the boundaries mentioned in John of Gaunt's 
grant but also divers other marks and bounds situated 
between those given in Northrop's deed. Ultimately, 
they stated the boundaries specified in the King's writ 
to them to be as defined by the witnesses, and accord-
ingly certified them to the Chancellor of the Court of 
the Duchy of Lancaster. 

CONCLUSION 

When I commenced this account of the township it 
was my intention to devote part of it to landholders in 
Manningham, giving mainly genealogical information 
relating to the principal families, most of which have 
been mentioned; but I have since rejected the proposal 
as being extraneous to a topographical survey. A 
paper on the leading families in the township may 
well be based on the schedule which follows, for there 
will be found the nucleus of a genealogical survey. 

(20) Duchy of Lancaster papers at the Public Record Office. 
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What I have attempted in the preceding pages is to 
present a word-picture of Manningham three centuries 
ago. Deeds, with their references to natural and other 
features, manor court rolls and plans alone can reveal 
to us the Manningham of the seventeenth century, for 
such records, more than anything else, tell us the truth 
about persons and places. 
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APPENDIX 

A Survey of the towneship of Manningam within 

the Manor of Bradforde 

taken by Robert Saxton Ano. Dm. 1613(21) 

Wm. Lyster 
his olde land 

frehoulde 
inclosed 
within theis 
feildes 
pasture 
afl(l arable 

c C 
C., C 

The Scite of his house and antiente 
inclosures meadow and arable 31 3 0 0 

His land in Whetley feilde 
His land in the Westefeilde 
his land in old Manningam feilde 
In the highfeilde 
In Panewell feilde 
In the Clyffeilde 

S[um]ma of the feilde land 

3300 
7230 
6100 
0312 
2113 
1072 

20 133 

(21) From a copy of the original supplied by Mr. H. I. Judson, to whom 
I tender my thanks. In this survey, or schedule, the land measure-
ments are indicated by acres, roods, day-works and perches. On 
examining the quantities we find that in the 'perches' column the 
number is never greater than 3; therefore, four perches must equal 
one day-work. In the 'day-works' column will be found units only, 
which means, apparently, that ten day-works, or forty perches, equal 
a rood of ]and. An example from the survey itself will make this 
clear. Against the name of Isaac Bawmeforth we find the follow-
ing:— 

Sum of all his old land 
a. r. d. p. 
7082 
9233 

16 3 2 1 

The wrong totals that can be discovered are so in the original 
survey; it is a common experience to find faulty arithmetic in tables 
and accounts of the period. 
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his old land 
coppiholde 
land 
Old land in 
theis feildes 
pasture and 
arable 

New land 
frehold 
pasture 

His antiente inclosures meadowe and 
arable 

In Whetley feilde 
In the weste feilde 
In the Clyffe feilde 
In Panewelle feilde 

8250 

3 3 0 01 
6243 
1072 
1022 

Sma. of his old land coppi. 12 2 2 3 

Sma. totalis of all his old land 73 1 1 2 

One p[ar] sell of Common uninclosed ... 6 1 0 0 
New land inclosed ... 14 3 3 1 

New land Inclosed 
coppyhold 
pasture 

Willi Northrop 
Senior 
frehoulde 
old land 
meadowe and 
arable 

Newland 
pasture 
Oldiand 

21 0 3 1 

10 1 7 1 

Sma. totalis 104 3 0 0 

The Scite of his howse with his antiente 
inclosure ... ... ... ... 12 3 2 2 

Magget inges in question betwixte 
Bradforde and Manningam 

In the Clyffeilde 
Sma. of his old land freholde 23 2 0 2 

New land inclosed 

Coppyhoulde meadowe and arable 1 2 8 0 

Sma. totalis 27 1 3 1 

6363 

3311 

2 0 4 3 
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William 
Northrop 
Junior 
meadow and 
arabic 
Frehoulde 
pasture and 
arable 

Isaac Sharpe 

Robert Bower 

Charles 
Coitestone 

Cressy Tong 
Coppihould 

his old land 
lying in theis 
feildes 
Pasture & 
arable 

The Scite of his howse and old land 

in the Clyffeilde 
In Whetiey feilde 
In the high feilde 
In Paneweil feilde 

c 0 
Q 0 

23 0 u
x
 
D
a
w
o
r
k
 

P
e
r
c
h
e
s
 

1001 
0230 
3350 
3290 

Sma. of his old land fre: 32 1 7 1 

i-us newland frehould ... 10 3 0 0 

Sma. totaiis 43 0 7 1 

One close meadow oldiand ... 1 2 3 0 

One close meadow oldiand ... 1 0 0 1 

One close meadow and arable oldiand ... 3 2 2 1 

Sma. 6 1 1 2 

The Scite of his houses and old land 
meadow and arable 

in the Clyffeilde 
In the Westefeilde 
In oide Manningam feilde 
In the Midle feilde 

28 3 4 3 

1270 
2100 
3192 
2251 

Sma. of his closes lying in the feildes 10 0 1 3 

Sma. of all his old land 38 3 5 2 

ITis new land coppihould pasture and 
arable 32 3 0 0 

Sma. totalis 71 2 5 2 
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Richard 
Wilkinson 
Old land 
lying in the 
feildes 
pasture & 
arable 

Nicholas 
Wilkinson 

Old land 

Old land 
coppyholde 

Richard 
Mitchell 

old land 
lying in the 
feildes 
pasture and 
arable 

The Scite of his howse with his old land 

meadow and arable 
In the Breackesfeilde 
In the Midlefeilde 
In the high feilde 

1362 
3302 
6311 

Sma. of his feilde land 12 1 8 1 

Sma. of all his old land 30 0 6 0 
His newland pasture and arable ... 8 3 2 1 

Sma. totalis 38 3 8 1 

The Scite of his howse with his old land 
meadowe and arable 5283 

In the midle feilde frehould pasture and 
arable ... ... ... 6 2 0 0 

1362 In Panewelifeilde pasture 

Sma. of his feilde land 8 1 6 2 

His newland frehoulde pasture 
Sma. of his frehoulde land 

Sma. of his coppihoide 

8 
15 
7 

200 
000 
251 

Sma. totalis 22 2 5 1 

The Scite of his howse and old land 
meadow 

In the Clyffefeilde 
In the Breckesfeilde 
In Whetley feilde 
In Panewell feilde 
In the High feilde 

7252 

3263 
0302 
1333 
1150 
3300 

Sma. of feilde land 11 1 6 0 

Sma. of his old land 19 0 1 2 

His new land pasture and arable 11 2 8 0 

Sma. totalis 39 2 9 2 
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Nicholas 
Crabtre 
old and 
coppiholde 
his land 
inclosed lying 
within the 
Feildes 
pasture and 
arable 
freholde 

The Ares of 
Thomas 
lllingworth 

u ' 

as 0 
(JO ( 

0 

V 

The Scite of his howse and old land 
frehold ... ... ••. 4 1 0 3 

one close meadowe ... ... 1 2 8 0 

In Whetley feilde 
In the Highfeilde 
In Paneweilfeilde 

0330 
2021 
0073 

Sma. of his feilde 2 3 1 0 

Sma. of iall his old land 9 0 1 3 

His Newland pasture 4391 

Sma. totalis 14 0 1 0 

His howse and oldeland meadowe and 
arable ... ... ... ... 18 2 1 2 

Olde land lying in the westfeilde pasture 
and arable ... ... ... 9 2 6 1 

His New land pasture 

John Denton The Scite of his howse 
Inclosures, meadow 

5370 

Sma. totalis 34 0 4 3 

and his old 

old land lying in old Manningam 
feilde pasture 

His new land pasture 

10 0 2 2 

8053 

0120 

Sma. totalis 18 2 0 1 

John Dawson One close in the Clyffefeilde old land ... 1 3 7 3 

One other close of newland pasture ... 1 3 9 3 

Sma. totalis 3 3 7 2 
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Isaac 
B awmeforth 
old land 
lying in 
the feildes 
pasture and 
arable 

Thomas 
Crabtre 

old land 
in the feildes 
Arable & 
pasture 

John 
Hollinges 
old land 
in the feilcies 

Howse with his antiente inclosures 
meadowe 

In Whetley feilde pastur and arable 
In the weste feilde 
In the high feilde 

7082 

2070 
6063 
1100 

Sma. of his feildeland 9 2 3 3 

Sma. of all his old land 16 3 2 

His new land pasture or arable ... 11 2 1 0 

Sma. fotalis 28 1 3 1 

the Scite of his howse with his old land 
meadow 

In the westefeilde 
In Whetley feilde 

His new land 

5040 

2000 
2372 

Sma. of his feilde land 4 3 7 2 

Sma. of all his old land 10 0 1 2 

1123 

Sma. totalis 11 1 4 

Howse and old land meadow and arable 3 1 7 3 

John Hollings haith in Whetley feilde 0 1 4 1 
In the midle feilde ... ... 5 3 0 3 
In PanewellfeildeF 1 3 7 0 

Sma. of his feilde land 8 0 2 0 

Sma. of all his old land 11 1 9 3 

His new land pasture ... 4 2 7 2 

Sma. totalis 14 3 6 
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Land 
belonging 
to the fre 
scole 
old land 
in the feilde 
pasture and 
arable 

The Scite of the howse with the old land 
meadow 

In old manningam feilde 
In Panewelifeilcie 
In the Clyffefeilde 

Newland 

Thomas Tong Old land 

U) 

0 
0 

U 0 

85 

U) 

8222 

2000 
1361 
3360 

Sma. of the feilde la: 7 3 2 1 

Sma. of the old land 16 1 4 3 

3300 

Sma. totalis 20 0 4 3 

Robert Horton One close of old land meadowe 

John Walshe his old land meadow and arable 
His new land 

John Nicholls 
Clerke 

Robert Bower 

James Smith 

John Lyster 

1263 

0220 

0131 
0040 

0171 

One close freholde with a layne pasture 0 3 7 2 

One close meadowe 01(1 land ... 1 0 0 1 

One close of old land meadowe ... 0 2 3 0 

frehoulde his howse with the oldland 
meadowe 6011 

Coppyhould one close with a howse in yt 
pasture ... ... ... ... 1 1 1 0 

His newland ... ... ... ... 0 1 7 0 

Sma. totalis 7 2 9 1 
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Robert Craven The Scite of his howse with his oldiand 
frehould 

.. - 
cj 0 
Q o 

V) 

I-
0 .0 

U 

4051 

His new land 2 3 7 1 

Sma. totalis 7 0 2 2 

Edward Cosen The Scite of his howse and old land ... 2 0 5 2 
One close of new land ... ... 2 0 4 1 

Sma. totalis 4 0 9 3 

Willi: by the water his old land meadowe & 
Northrop arable ... ... ... 5 1 6 2 

His newland ... ... ... ... 4 2 4 1 

Sma. totalis 10 0 0 3 

John Crabtre The Scite of his howse & old land 
meadowe ... ... ... ... 6 1 3 3 

His land in the highfeilde ... ... 0 3 4 2 

Sma. of his old land 7 0 8 1 

His new land ... ... 4 2 3 2 

Edward The Scite of his howse & old land 
Rusheforth meadowe ... ... ... ... 12 2 4 0 

His new land pasture ... ... 7 0 0 0 

Sma. totalis 19 2 4 0 

James Phillip The Scite of his howse and grounde old 
land meadow ... ... ... 5 1 5 0 

James Phillip Breckes close old land 
meadowe and arable ... ... 4 2 0 1 

His new land ... ... ... 0 3 0 0 

Sma. totalis 10 2 5 1 
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Thomas 
Bower 

His old land meadowe 
His new land pasture 

Sma. totalis 5 3 2 1 

Richard his old land meadow & arable ... ... 3 0 8 0 
Waterhouse 

Charles' one close arable old land ... 3 2 2 1 
Coltestone 
Richard his old land meadowe .•. ... 1 0 7 2 
Craven 
Samuel his old land meadowe ... ... 2 1 2 0 
Crabtre 

Sma. totall 10 0 9 3 

William his old land meadowe ... ... 2 3 2 0 
Clayton His new land pasture ... ... 2 3 0 0 

One other close with a howse in newly 
erectted ... ... ... 1 2 0 0 

Sma. 7 0 2 0 

Leorrance old land in the breckefeilde pasture ... 4 3 4 3 
Robertes 

Robert Heaton his old land in the breckesfeilde ... 6 2 3 0 

John Walker his old land in the breckes ... ... 3 0 6 0 

Thomas 
Brooke 

his antiente Inclosures meadowe 
in the Breckes feilde arable 

6132 
4050 

Sma. 10 1 8 2 
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John 
Ferneley 
Tempeste 
Crabtre 
Abraham 
Crabtre 

Jasper Hey 

old land in the breckefeilde 

old land meadowe and arable 

old land freholde 

C.) 

0210 

1030 

1243 

Sma. 3 0 8 3 

one close of new land arable 1 2 2 3 

Common uninclosed in the low more ... 2 2 7 0 
Common uninclosed in the hyemore ... 1 0 0 1 

John his intake newland ... ... 5 3 3 3 
lliingworth In the high feilde old land ... ... 1 3 1 3 

his in Whetley feilde frehoulcie (sic) ... 0 1 4 0 

Sma. 7 3 9 2 

The freholde land within the old In-
closures besides the feildes ... ... 91 2 3 3 

The Coppihold land within the same 
inclosures ... ... ... ... 192 3 4 0 

Sma. 284 1 7 3 

The 7 feildes being old and conteyneth 198 3 4 0 

The frehold in theis feildes conteyneth 91 2 3 3 

The coppyholde land within theis feildes 102 1 1 0 

The frehold within the newland conteyneth 42 1 8 0 

The coppyhoulde within the newland ... 139 0 7 2 

Sma. totalis of the newland 181 2 5 2 

Sma. totalis 662 3 7 1 
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The lames and hye waies in this township of Man-
ningam are measured as the rest but the Contente not set 
downe, but easily may appeare by the scale if nede require, 
by me Robert Saxton Juneior. 

This survey was delivered up by Robert Saxton 
surveyor above-named to be inclosed the seventh of June 
instant 1613, according to his oath formerly taken for the 
same purpose the Eight and twentith of May last past before 
us viz., Charles Clapham & Wilim. Harrison by vertue of his 
highnesse commission to that ende to us & others directed. 
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REVIEW OF VOLUNTEERS AT WAKEFIELD 

IN 1796 

IN the second part of my account of the Northern Regiment of West Riding Volunteer Yeomanry 
Cavalry I mention (1) a review of local volunteer 

forces which took place on Heath Common, near Wake-
field, on Thursday, August 4th, 1796. It now appears 
that at this great military festival corps of volunteers 
from Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield, Leeds and 
Wakefield paraded under the command of one Colonel 
Lloyd, who was commandant of the Leeds Volunteers. 
As I have said already, the inspecting officer was 
Lieutenant-General Scott, before whom and a crowd of 
spectators the volunteers acquitted themselves efficiently. 

My purpose in writing this supplementary note is 
to bring to the reader's notice a pictorial record of this 
review. In Bloomsbury Square, London, there was 
settled a painter named Hopkins who, in 1798, adver-
tised for sale a colour print made after a picture of 
this military event painted by himself "on the spot." 
He claimed that the print contained "several Hundred 
Figures so richly coloured as to represent a Painting, 
and the different Corps in their full Uniform, the whole 
forming a grand and interesting spectacle."(') 

These prints are now rare, but thanks to the 
generosity of Mr. H. E. Heydeman, of London, who, 
has recently presented one (reproduced opposite) to the 
Boiling Hail Museum, Bradford, those interested in 
this phase of West Riding history may see this pictorial 
rendering for themselves. The print is in splendid con-
dition, and its colours are almost as fresh as on the 
day it was issued. Artistically, the work is well-
composed and colourful: historically, it is interesting 
as depicting military costume of the period. 

W.R. 

(1) The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), Part xxiv, 1931, p. 128. 
(2) Thoresby Society Publications, Vol. xxviii, 1926, p. 277. 
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HEADLEY IN BRADFORD-DALE. 

BY 

W. E. PRESTON. 

THE western extremity of the valley which for 
centuries has been known as Bradford-dale 
comprises the townships and manors of Thornton 

and Clayton. The country thereabouts rises by 
occasional steep gradations and gentle slopes until the 
height of 1,350 feet is reached at the summit of 
Thornton Moor. This elevated land forms the gathering 
ground of several streams, which, flowing eastward 
down cloughs and ravines, converge in the valley below 
and eventually form the Bradford beck ùr brook. On 
the lower slope of this land above a declivity which 
descends to Pinch Beck and Birk Beck on the north 
and south sides, is situate on a shoulder of land, the 
steading known as Headley, a name which is derived 
from the peculiarity of its location. The early history 
of this place is rather obscure, although from existing 
evidence it appears that the whole or some part of 
Headley was at one time the property of the Priory of 
Nostel, eventually becoming that of the Tempests of 
Bolling. Contiguous with Headley and west of it, and 
merging into the moors of Thornton, of which it once 
formed a part, is a considerable tract of land called 
Black Carr. The later history of these two places is 
interwoven with that of the manor of Thornton, and 
of a family with some claim - to antiquity, who 
originated in and derived their surname from the hamlet 
of Midgley, which lies a few miles distant in the adjoin-
ing parish of Halifax. 

Early in the 16th century some members of the 
Midgley family, seeking other spheres of. activity out-
side their native hamlet, migrated elsewhere, and so 
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by the middle of that century family units became 
established at Thornton, Clayton, Bolton, Oxenhope, 
Haworth, Wiisden and Baildon, amongst all of whom 
there was a family relationship. The activity and 
energy which they displayed in the conduct of their 
numerous affairs indicate the .possession of personal 
character that removed them from the common level. 
For a century or more they appear to have flourished 
and to have acquired considerable landed property, but 
later, some branches fell into obscurity, whilst others 
travelling further afield lost their local and family 
association. 

The Midgleys of Thornton and Clayton had a more 
settled interest in the district, and so remained there 
until the early 18th century. In the year 1557, a John 
Midgley appears to have been living at Headley, which 
at that date is defined as Upper and Lower 
Headley, and it was from him that both the 
Thornton and Clayton branches were descended. 
This date is confirmed in a grant made in that year by 
Sir John Tempest, knight, of Boiling Hall, then lord 
of the manors of Thornton and Clayton, to Robert :Dean, 
of Ovenden, clothier," of a tenement in Clayton in the 
occupation of Richard Oldroyd and John Appleyeard; 
a tenement called Le Neyther Heathleye, lying in 
the township of Thornton, in the occupation of John 
Brooke and Katerine Bower; a tenement there in 
the occupation of George Whytaces, and one other 
tenement in Thornton called Le Over Heathleye in the 
occupation of John Midgley, subject to the payment of 
an annual rent charge of 12d. out of each of the tene•-
ments. Further light is thrown on the transaction by 
a grant made by Robert Dean in 1565, to his eldest son, 
Robert, and his issue, (2) of a tenement in Clayton with 
four bovates of land, and for default of issue to Richard 
Dean, a younger brother of Robert. The Dean family 

(1) Ferrand MSS. 
(2) Ibid. 

Mffi --zW. 
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afterwards lived at Lower Headley, and probably at a 
later date built the imposing house now called Dean 
House, in Allerton. This is the earliest mention of 
Headley and the Midgleys' connection with the place 
so far discovered. John Midgley at this time had 
bought lands forming part of the wastes of Clayton 
from Sir John Tempest, which he had enclosed. 

John Midgley, of Headley, died on the 4th April, 
1579, without making a will, but from an inquisition 
taken on the 31st October of that year it appears that 
he had owned lands in Midgley, Chesewelley, Clayton 
and Thornton, and a moiety of the messuage at Over 
Heathleye, which he had by sundry conveyances settled 
on several of his sons, these being Edward (his son and 
heir), John, William and James. Under these settlements 
Edward obtained messuages and lands in Chesewelley, 
Midgley and Clayton; John, messuages and lands in 
Thornton, and William, half of a moiety of Over 
Heathleye. Towards the end of the 16th century, 
Edward appears to have settled at Clayton, and become 
the progenitor of a branch of the family long resident 
there, John established himself at Black Carr, and 
William at Upper Headley. John, who had a numerous 
family of nine sons, had obtained grants of waste 
lands on Black Carr from the Tempests, which he 
enclosed and brought into cultivation. 

In the year 1597, Robert Tempest, of Bracewell, and 
Richard Tempest, his son, granted to them common of 
pasture for their beasts and cattle, with liberty to cut 
bent for bedding on the moors of Thornton. They also 
granted to them certain privileges as waif e, estraye, 
fishing, fowling, hawking and hunting on the moors, 
conditional upon their accompanying the bailiff of 
Thornton yearly to drive all manner of goods and cattle 
of foreigners, and the inhabitants of adjoining towns 
and villages from the moors. (3) John Midgley's numerous 
sons and their issue do not greatly concern us, it is rather 
(3) Mr. John M Spencer-Stanhope's MSS. 
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his brother, William, of Headley, and his offspring, in 
whom we are more particularly interested. To William 
we owe the older part of the mansion known as Upper 
Headley, which he built in the reign of Elizabeth, com-
memorating the event by inserting two stones—one 
bearing his initials, "W.M." and the other the date 
1589." This house is distinct from Lower Headley, 

an equally old house, which stands nearby, but whose 
character was completely destroyed by its reconstruction 
some years ago; both these buildings stand on that area 
of land already referred to as Headley, and were no 
doubt erected on the sites of the earlier structures or 
tenements, already mentioned as existing in the year 
1557. 

Upper Headley, in later times known as Headley 
Hall, still retains much of its original character and 
architectural beauty, having lost none of that romantic 
interest which is associated with ancient buildings. Its 
sturdy walls, gables, and window mullions, chiselled 
from local sandstone, are darkened with the touch of 
peat laden winds, and with its clustering barns and out-
buildings it seems to have stood through centuries in 
friendly contact with the great open spaces which extend 
westward to Denholme and Haworth. William 
Midgley, who built the house, and his descendants, who 
made additions to the structure, were sturdy men of the 
hills, and by no means intimidated by their remoteness 
from town life, but appear to have lived happily in the 
peaceful seclusion of their home. At the time of the 
building of the house the heather clad moors, and the 
commons of the township, crept lower into the valley, 
not yet having wholly yielded to the intakes of the 
yeoman. It was a wild and exposed country, sparsely 
populated, and the approaches, by ill-kept lanes and 
moorland paths, were often made well nigh impassable 
by the rains of summer and the heavy snow storms of 
winter, but the site of the house was well chosen, for 
from its elevated position the valley lay open, and the 
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eye could travel down to the lower levels where lay the 
market town of Bradford. 

William Midgley, who is described as a yeoman, was 
a man of cultural ambitions, although possessing few 
educational advantages himself. He, like many men of 
his class at that time, was unable to write his name, 
and was obliged to append his mark to documents where 
his signature was required. He had, nevertheless, a 
desire that his two sons, William and John, should be 
soundly educated and established on a higher social level. 
The building of his house in 1589 is an indication of 
his aim in that direction. He died in October, 1601. 
By his will which is dated the 28th August, 1600, he 
desires that his body be buried in the churchyard of 
Bradford. He leaves to his wife, Elizabeth, half of his 
goods and chattells, to John Sagar, his son-in-law, one 
third part of the residue of his goods according to the 
true meaning of a covenant which he had entered into 
with Sagar on the latter's marriage with Susan Midgley, 
his daughter. John Midgley, his grandchild, is to have 
20s. in consideration of an ewe lamb which he had of his. 
To his servant one pair of loornes in the chamber, and 
the residue to John Midgley, his son, and John Drake,(') 
his son-in-law. 

He makes no mention of any of his lands, although 
he had been possessed of a good landed estate, but 
doubtless these had been settled by sundry conveyances 
before his death. No mention is made -of his son, 
William, in his will, for the reason that he died in his 
father's lifetime, the Headley estate passing by descent 
to the surviving son, John. 

William Midgley had given to his two sons the 
education and training necessary to enable them 
to follow a legal profession. William, the elder son, 
was practising law in his father's house as early as the 

(4) York Wills. 
(5) The Drake family lived at Pykedley in Allerton, and were of some 

importance in the 17th century. 
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year 1585, where he had established himself as a lawyer 
of some repute. John, his younger brother, began his 
legal career at the same place about 1591. When 
Barnard made his survey of lands belonging to the 
Duchy of Lancaster an inquisition was held at Bradford 
on the 19th August, 1577, to determine the extent of 
the local possessions of the crown. The jurors were 
selected from the most influential men of the townships 
within the manor of Bradford, and amongst these appear 
the names of William Midgley, of Thornton, and 
Edward Midgley, of Clayton.") 

Many legal instruments are still extant that were 
drawn up by William Midgley between the years 1585 
and 1599. These documents are examples of fine pen-
manship, sometimes enriched with elaborate scroll 
decoration, which bear his characteristic signature, often 
associated with that of his brother, John. William 
Midgley never reached that position in his profession 
to which his abilities would in later life have entitled 
him; he died unmarried in his father's lifetime, stricken 
apparently by some illness from which he could have 
had little hope of recovery, for making his will on the 
1st July, 1600, he died some weeks later, being 
buried at Bradford on the 28th of that month. 
By his will, he desires that his body be buried 
in the churchyard of Bradford. He leaves to 
his loving good father, William Midgley, forty 
pounds and his worse coat; to his mother a red cowe, 
and ten shillings of gold; Martha, his sister, a horse; 
and the four children of his brother, John Midgley, 
namely, Rebecca, John, Martha and Susanna, ten 
pounds; to his sister, Agnes, wife of John Drake, ten 
pounds and his chest; and to John Drake, his brother-
in-law, his best doublet, best stockings, and all the cloth 
and stuff he had provided for a pair of britches which 
were yet unmade, and his best cloak and best hat; to 
his sister, Susanna, wife of John Sagar, three pounds 

(6) Hopkinson MSS. Bradford Public Library. 
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six shillings and eightpence, and to her daughter, Susan 
Sagar, the same amount; to Robert Halstead, his 
brother's man, his best doublet but one, best hat but one, 
tawny britches and better boots; and to John Pighells, 
his father's man, his worse 'fustian doublett and the 
britches which he had usually worn and his worst boots; 
to the poor people of the town of Thornton twenty 
shillings, and to the poor people of the town of Brad-
ford forty shillings. 

By the death of William Midgley the father, in 1601, 
the estate at Headley passed to his surviving son, John, 
who continued to reside there. He was already married 
to a daughter of Richard Bailey, (7) of Allerton, and 
had issue by her one son and three daughters, all of 
whom are mentioned by name in his brother's will. The 
Baileys were an Allerton family of some importance in 
the 16th and 17th centuries, their family name being 
perpetuated in the old farmhouse there called Bailey 
Fold. Although William Midgley, the son, had gained 
the reputation of an able lawyer, he never held so high 
a position in his profession as that reached by his brother 
John, in later life. Upon succeeding to the poperty at 
Headley, upon the deaths of his father and brother, John 
Midgley built a new wing at the east end of the house, 
commemorating the event by the addition of a, 
stone bearing the inscription J.M. 1604. Here he 
developed his business, being. joined by his son, John, 
in 1615, who was known as John Midgley, the younger, 
to distinguish him from his father. Amongst the legal 
practitioners of the West Riding at this time we may 
claim for him a foremost place. His fame as a lawyer 
extended far beyond the immediate neighbourhood 
judging by the numerous documents bearing his 
signature which are often found widely distributed over 
the county. He was frequently engaged in township 
affairs, and as an arbitrator in local disputes. As 
(7) Richard Bailey, by his will dated 3 January, 1616, bequeathed 

legacies of lOs. each to John Midgley, Rebecca Laycock and Martha 
Midgley, his grandchildren. 
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steward or seneschal he conducted the business of 
local courts baron and courts leet of manors in the 
district, amongst these being the manors of Crosley 
and Batley. He acted as sub-seneschal of the courts 
of the important manors of Bradford, Halifax and 
Wakefield for a number of years, and the parchment 
rolls of these manors during the periods that he held 
office are examples of careful record and beautiful pen-
manship. These rolls appear to have been written in 
his house at Headley by one of his clerks, or servants 
as they were called. 

His recognised honourable character placed him in 
the position of trustee in a number of family trusts. 
He is named as one of the executors and trustees in the 
will, dated 28th May, 1608, of John Bailey, of 
Hoddesden in co. Herts., who held an important 
post of cursiter in the High Court of Chancery. He 
had a local family connection, being brother to Richard 
Bailey, of Allerton, already mentioned. John Bailey 
was a wealthy and influential man, the Hallows or 
Hallas estate in Wilsden forming part of his property. 
His estate was left to his son, John Bailey, and his 
heirs, with a proviso, that in default of issue, certain 
sums of money should be applied to charitable 
and other purposes, amongst which were £20 to 
the poor of Bradford, where he was born, and £60 to 
the Free School of Bradford. John Bailey, the son, 
married Lettice, daughter of Sir William Skevington, 
of Fishwick, co. Staffs., and had issue (8) so these 
bequests never materialised. This bequest to the school 
of Bradford would lead one to believe that he possessed 
an affection for the school where he received, in all 
probability, his early education, later perhaps, being 
trained by the Midgleys in a profession which qualified 
him for the important post which he afterwards held 
in the High Court of Chancery. 

John Midgley gained considerable wealth in the 

(8) Visitation of co. Hertford. Harleian Society Publication, 
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exercise of his professional skill, and bought land in 
the neighbourhood, including property at Baildon, from 
the Vavasours in 1610 and in 1615, and from the 
Shereburnes in 1619. One of his transactions 
was the purchase on the 3rd February, 1617-8, in co-
partnership with William Rawson, of Shipley, and 
Tristram Kitson, of Calverley, of the tithes of sheaves 
corn, grain, hay, grass and woods yearly renewing 
within Idle and Thorpe, Wrose and Windhill, from 
George Savile, of Thornhill, and Elizabeth, his wife, 
for the sum of £850, a purchase made, no doubt, with an 
eye to profits on the re-conveyance of the tithes to the 
freeholders in the places mentioned.(") 

John Midgley had one son only, who bore his 
father's christian name, John, and who was henceforth 
to be known as John Midgley, the younger. I have not 
discovered the school where the son received 
his education, or whether later he entered one of the 
universities, Oxford or Cambridge, but it is probable 
that he received his early education at the Bradford 
Grammar School. It was his father's intention that he 
should be trained in the law so that he might become a 
successor to the important practice then established at 
Headley. With this end in view, he was admitted to 
Lincoln's Inn on the 20th February, 1610-11. Here he 
would be introduced into a world entirely different to 
that of his native county. The attractions of London in 
the reign of James I. must necessarily have made some 
appeal to the adventurous instincts and professional 
ambitions of a young man of education, but young 
Midgley does not appear to have been influenced by the 
greater social advantages of the metropolis. Completing 
his legal studies, he married at Bradford on the 2nd 
March, 1613-14, Isabel, one of the seven daughters of 
William Hawkesworth, of Hope in Baildon, an ancient 

(9) Baildon and the Baildons by W. Paley Baildon, F.S.A., Vol. ii., 
p. 535. 

(10) Bradford Antiquary. New Series, Vol. i., p. 390. 
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freehold situate on the south side of an elevated plateau 
beneath the summit of Hope Hill, an eminence which 
rises from Baildon Moor and overlooks the Aire Valley. 
Isabel and her sisters are mentioned in the will of their 
father, William Hawkesworth, which is dated 23rd 
January, 1602-03, he dying in that year. These sisters 
with the exception of one whose marriage I have been 
unable to trace, were married at Bradford to local men 
of good family!'" 

John Midgley, the elder, was a trustee named in 
William Hawkesworth's will, and it would seem that 
he at a later date became possessed of the property at 
Hope. (12) 

If by this marriage there was no substantial 
accretion to the family fortunes, there was given to 
young Midgley an enhanced social prestige, his wife's 
father being younger and next brother to Walter 
Hawkesworth, of Hawkesworth, and her mother, 
Frances, being daughter and heiress of Marmaduke 
Vavasour, a member of the ancient and notable family 
of that name living at Weston, near Otley, both families 
being related to some of the leading titled Yorkshire 
families. 

In the year 1615, young Midgley had already become 
established in his father's business, where we find him 
employed in engrossing deeds which he laboriously 
decorated with conventional floral designs and 
geometrical patterns, indicating the possession of no 
little artistic skill in the arrangement of his design. 
Here he was working under the guidance and trained 
eye of his father, in the company of a small group of 

(11) Bradford Parish, Church Registers: 
1607 July 6: John Barcroft and Anne Hawkesworth. 
1612 May 26: Abm. Hinchcliffe and Mary Hawkesworth. 
1613-14 March 2: John Midgley and Isabel Hawkesworth. 
1615 Aug. 28: Laurence Rawson and Jane Hawkesworth. 
1616 Dec. 7: Thomas Pearson and Dorothy Hawkesworth. 
1625 April 28: Tobias Lawe and Agnes Hawkesworth. 

(12) Baildon and the Baildons, W. Paley Baildon, F.S.A., Vol. ii., 

p. 535. 
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servants or clerks engaged on similar work. Amongst 
these were Ro. Halstead, an able and industrious writer, 
who is the servant mentioned in the will of William 
Midgley, from whom he had a bequest of a doublet, hat, 
tawny britches and better boots. Halstead was a most 
trusted servant, and remained in the Midgleys' employ 
many years. Godfrey Walker, another employee, out-
standing on account of his skilful penmanship, was a 
man apparently proud of his work, usually signing a 
deed which he had written with his initials G.W. after 
the last word. His work is also distinguished by the 
complicated flourishes forming the initial letters, in 
which he often introduced grotesque human faces. He 
also wrote many of the Bradford Court Rolls about this 
time, which are distinguished by these pecularities of 
penmanship. George Wharledale was likewise employed 
there in 1614, but he does not seem to have remained 
for long in the Midgleys' employ. It is probable that 
many of these writers, after becoming conversant with 
legal technicalities, left Headley and started business 
elsewhere on their own account as scriveners, if not as 
attorneys. 

We might suppose that a place so far removed from 
the activities of life as was Headley in the early 17th 
century would be unsuitable to such a scholarly com-
munity, but when it is considered that it formed the 
centre of the activities of the Midgley family for more 
than a century it was evidently much to their liking. 
Here was little to disturb the tranquility of their sur-
roundings, the inhabitants of Bradford-dale being little 
affected by the doings of the great world lying outside, 
although there may have been periods of alarm and 
commotion when the nearby beacon on Revey Hill,(") 
spoke a message with a tongue of flame. It is not 
difficult to visualise the daily life of these lawyers, often 

(13) The beacon is shown on a map of Horton, circa 1722, by a pole 
with steps surmounted by a cresset. Bradford Antiquary, New 
Series, Vol. v., p. 177. 
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riding on horseback through the narrow lanes, across 
the moors to outlying villages or homesteads where 
some business was to be transacted, or to the bedside 
of some yeoman, conscious of the approaching end to 
his earthly labours, and wishful to dispose of his fields 
and pastures in legal form before his hands relaxed their 
hold of these material possessions. During the long 
winter evenings when darkness enveloped the house and 
the countryside, we can imagine some of them poring 
over dull law books, while others were employed in 
drafting legal documents or engrossing deeds, seated in 
a room dimly illumined by candle light, the stillness 
disturbed only by the scratching of a quill pen on 
parchment. 

Human affairs are often such that while the fortunes 
of some families increase those of others show gradual 
diminution. This decline in family possessions is 
noticeable in the 17th century in the Tempest family, 
who were at that time the largest landowners in the 
district. Sir Richard Tempest, of Boiling, knight, 
having to meet the pressing needs occasioned by a 
dwindling family fortune was obliged to sell in the year 
1621 portions of his estate comprising the manors of 
Thornton and Clayton, together with an annual rent 
charge of four shillings out of the manor of Oxenhope. 
The purchaser of these properties, for which he paid 
the sum of £525 was Hugh Watmough, (15) bachelor 
of divinity, and parson of Bury in Lancashire. 
There is a fine of this transaction on record dated 
Michaelmas Term, 20 James I. (1622), wherein Hugh 

(14) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's MSS. 
(15) Hugh Watmough, B.D., of a respectable family of the parish of 

Winwick, near Warrington, instituted to the Rectory of Thornton-
in-Craven, 30 August, 1599, on the presentation of Queen Elizabeth, 
by lapse, Chaplain to William Earl of Derby, and recommended. to 
that noblemanbyDr. John Favour, Vicar of Halifax, who obtained 
for him the Rectory of Bury, to which he was instituted July 6, 1608. 
He was interred at-Bury, August 21 1623, having held the rectory 
of Thornton in cominendam. Cheetham Society Publication, Vol. xiv, 
p 6. He was inclined to Puritanism; his son, Robert of Winwick, 
subsequently became a lay member of the Presbyterian Classis. 
Baines' History of Lancs. Vol. iii., p. 98. - 
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Watmough, Bachelor of Theology, is plaintiff, and 
Richard Tempest, knight, and Elizabeth, his wife, 
defendants, wherein are mentioned the manors of 
Thornton and Clayton in Bradford-dale, with appur-
tenances, 500 acres of furse and heath, 1,000 acres of 
moor, 500 acres of mosse, 241i 19s. 6d. rent, and a rent 
of nine capons, 81 hens and two pounds of pepper in 
Thornton, Clayton and Oxenhope."6 

On the death of the Rev. Hugh Watmough in 
August, 1623, the manors of Thornton and Clayton 
descended to his eldest son and heir, John Watmough,(") 
who some years later took up residence at the manor 
house now known as Thornton Hall. He married at 
Halifax on January 14th, 1632, Frances, only daughter 
and heiress of John Barcroft, of Park House, in North 
Bierley, presumably a connection of a well-known family 
of that name then resident in Lancashire. John 
Barcroft had married at Bradford in 1607, Anne, one 
of the daughters of William Hawkesworth, of Hope, 
previously mentioned, and would thus be brother-in-law 
to John Midgley, the younger. He had by this marriage 
an only daughter, Frances. Shortly before his death, 
which took place in 1617, he conveyed to John Midgley, 
the elder, and John, the younger, the capital messuage 
called Park House and the lands belonging to the use 
of himself for the term of his life, and after his 

(16) Horton MSS. Bradford Public Library. - 

(i7 John Watmough, adin. pens. (age 18) at Christ's,Sèt. 8, 1627, ifom 
Lincoln College' Oxford (adm. there 1625) son of Hugh' Rector of 
Bury, Lancs. Bapt. there Api. 22, 1610. School Bury Alumni 
Cantab. J. A. Venn, Bio. List.- - - - 

1639, Oct. 20, Will of John Watmough, late of Thornton Hall, in 
Bradford-dale, co. York, but then of Preston in Amounderness, Co. 

Lancs.,-sick in body, -etc. To be buried in the Parish Church of 
-Preston. .Lands and tenements in Thornton to his loving uncles, 
John Midgley and Thomas Pearson in trust for the use of his wife, 
Frances, for 31 years or for her life. Remainder to his brother, 
Joshua Watmough, citizen and haberdasher of London ; wife 
executrix. (witness) Henry Fleetwood, Henry Blundell, - Adam 
Morte, John Jameson, John Winštanley. Pd. York, 24 January, 
1639-40. 

- - ... Frances, the widow of John Watmough, married, seconidly, 
Robert Blundell, of Preston. Cheetham Society Publications. 
Vol. xxviii. 
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decease to Frances, his daughter, she being but six years 
of age when her father died.(") Frances would appear 
to have brought Watmough a substantial dowry on her 
marriage to him in 1632. 

In the year 1638, John Midgley, the elder, purchased 
the manor of Thornton from John Watmough, with the 
rights and privileges appendant to a manor. These 
privileges might be regarded as of little value in our 
day, as possessing only an antiquarian interest, yet at 
that time were looked upon as important sources of 
revenue to the owners. They comprised rights apper-
taining to the commons, moors, wastes, furze, heaths, 
turbaries, mynes, quarries, courts baron, profits and 
perquisites of courts, wards, marriages, reliefs, escheats, 
rents charge, rents secke, royalties, jurisdictions, 
franchises, privileges, services, also the profits and 
emoluments to the said manor belonging. Watmough, 
however, reserved to himself out of this conveyance the 
capital messuage called Thornton Hall, and the barns, 
houses and gardens belonging to the Hall, also the water 
come mime called Thornton Mime, and all the houses, 
buildings, kilns, dams, soken and suite of the freeholders 
and tenants then in the occupation of himself and James 
Hopkinson. The manor of Clayton which was also part 
of Watmough's inheritance, he had already sold in the 
year 1635 to Edith Gleidhill, of Barkisland, widow, late 
wife of Thomas Gleidhill, gent., deceased, for the sum 
of £280." 

John Midgley, the elder, and John Midgley, the 
younger, a distinction which is made in contemporary 
documents, continued their legal practice together at 
Headley. It is a matter of regret that no documents of 
a personal character have survived out of a mass of 
manuscripts which must have accumulated at Headley 
during the century's occupation by these lawyers, which 
if preserved would have been of the greatest value to 

(18) Hailstone MSS. York Minster Library. 
(19) Horton MSS. Bradford Public Library. 
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modern historical writers. Three business letters which 
have survived are of interest, one of these written 
by Abraham Sunderland to John Midgley, the younger, 
beginning :-

Good Cousin Midgley lett me Intreat of all love, your 
company at my house on 'Monday by 7 or 8 of the 
clocke in the morninge, to th'end that you may be 
instructed &c, by you how to perfect assurances 
betwixt me, my brethren & Isacke Nailer, of th'annuity 
out of Deanehouse & High Bentley; for the court 
hath put us unto a great exigent through brevitye 
of tyme for the performance of a Decree in the cause 
made. Thus relyinge upon your favour as I have 
bene to bold aiwayes so to do. I take leave & rest 

Your lo. cosin, 
Ab. Sunderland. 

Yorke 3 July 1635." 

(addressed) "To his worthy cosin Mr. John Midgley at 
Headley these to be Dd." Midgley's reply is written on 
the back of this letter 

"Sr. my service presented, 
I had ingaged myself so farre in an other service 

before receit of your lettre, wch cannot be altered or 
deferred, as I cannot possible observe your day, and 
therefore we have resolved upon Wednesday at two 
o'clock, if that tyme suit wth your pleasure or 
occasion, for before then all parties I perceave cannot 
meet. If otherwise write your owne day, so it he not 
Thursday next, and it shall be observed by hym who 
is obliged to observe yours while he is J. Midgley. 
Halifax July 4 1635." 

A letter from Isaac Naylor is also added :-

Worthy Sor, my sarvis to you remembred, I will by 
goods (God's) grace obsarve your time & day of 
Wednesday next, I tould your man the reason of 
this new day. Isaac],: Nayler. 
6 July 1635." 

John Midgley, the younger, died during his father's 
lifetime, and was buried in the Bradford Parish Church 
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on 19th May, 1642. His will, which is dated 5th May, 
1642, made a few days before he died, states that :-

Whereas I have by one deed of assignment bearing 
date the 4 May instant, granted to John Murgatroyd 
of Riddlesden my son in law all that the manor and 
lordship of Thornton in Bradford dale, and also one 
capital messuage called Headley and diverse other 
messuages, cottages, closes & lands in Thornton, 
Allerton and Baildon which I lately had of the demise 
and lease of John Midgley the elder my father by 
lease bearing date the 2 May instant, for the term of 
99 years, to the intent to suffer me to take the rents, 
issues and profits of the premises during the 
remainder of the said term, or as long as I shall 
happen to live, then immediately after my decease to 
suffer such person or persons as I shall name in my 
last will and testament as in the said lease more 
plainly and at large may appear. Now I do hereby 
declare that the said John Murgatroyd shall suffer 
my loving wife Isabell to take to her use one annuity 
or yearly rent of £60 during so long a time of the 
remainder of the said term as the said Isabell shall 
fortune to live, and to the intent and purpose to permit 
John Midgley my eldest son to take one annuity of 
£40 going forth of the premises until such time as 
my younger children shall have receaved out of the 
rents and profits of the said premises the several sums 
hereafter mentioned, And to this further intent and 
purpose to permit and suffer Mary , Frances, Isabel, 
Elizabeth, William, Martha and Josias my younger 
children to take out of the rents £200 each. Provided 
that if any of my younger children shall marry 
without the consent of my wife and of John 
Murgatroyd so many that so do shall receive only 
£100 each. I give to the said John Murgatroyd 40s. 
in remembrance of my love and to Susan his wife 
20s. and James her son 20s. To the poor of the 
Chapeiry of Thornton 40s. and to the poor of the 
town of Bradford 20s. Isabel my wife executor. 
Proved 28 June 1642." 

The death of John Midgley, the son, in May, 1642, 
was followed by that of his father in December of the 
same year. He died without making a will, but some-
time before his death he had settled on his son, John, 
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his estates, little thinking that his son would die two 
weeks after the settlement had been made. 

By an inquisition taken after the death of John 
Midgley, the elder, of Headley, in Bradford-dale on the 
10th October, 1644, it was found that he held the manor 
of Thornton in Bradford-dale, a capital messuage at 
Headley with 300 acres of land and 20 acres of enclosed 
land, and meadow and pasture in Thornton tenanted by 
John Midgley, son of the said John, a messuage and 30 
acres of land there, 40 acres of land, meadow and 
pasture in Allerton, a capital messuage called " le Hope," 
and 100 acres of land, meadow and pasture in Baildon. 
All of this property, by a deed dated 2nd May, 1642, he 
had granted to John Midgley, the younger, his son and 
heir apparent, for 99 years, at a yearly rent of a red 
rose. The Baildon property was held of the heirs of 
Hugh Shereburne, as of his manor of Esholt, in free and 
common socage, and was worth 20s. yearly. He died 
December 1st, 1642. John Midgley was his grandson 
and heir, aged 18 years, at the date of his grandfather's 
death. 

John Midgley, the younger, had by his wife, Isabel 
Hawkesworth, numerous issue, consisting of three sons, 
John, William, and Josias, and eight daughters, all of 
whom he mentions by name in his will. John, his eldest 
son, besides being heir to his father, was also heir to 
his grandfather, and inherited the estates at Headley, 
Thornton, Allerton and Baildon. He was baptised at 
Bradford on the 6th June, 1625. He was 18 years old 
when his grandfather died. The three sons appear 
to have been well educated, either under the guidance 
of their mother, Isabel, or of John Murgatroyd, of 
Riddlesden, the trustee named in their father's will. 
John, having received his early education under Mr. 
Leake at Bingley Grammar School, proceeded to St. 
John's College, Cambridge, where he was admitted 
pensioner 16th April, 1647, at the age of 21.(20) He 
(20) Admissions to the College of St. John the Evangelist in the 

University of Cambridge, ed. John E. B. Mayor. 

I 
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adopted the profession of his father and grandfather, 
being the third John Midgley in succession to practice 
law at Headley. He was admitted to Lincoins Inn on 
the 13th November, 1647. 

Whether it was due to the inheritance of a sub-
stantial fortune, which destroyed any incentive to hard 
work, or to a temperamental indifference to his legal pro-
fession, it would seem that John Midgley never achieved 
that prominence which had distinguished his father and 
grandfather. He never married, and lived quietly at 
Headley until his death, which took place in June, 1669, 
being buried at Bradford on the 8th of that month. 

He made some additions to the house which greatly 
added to its structural beauty, completing these in the 
year that he died. He added the stone porch and 
erected a stout outer wall, enclosing a courtyard at the 
front of the house, to which access is given through a 
well-designed arched doorway, surmounted by a stone 
ball. The key stone of the arch bears a monogram J.M. 
and the date 1669. 

By his will, which is dated the 4th June, 1669, 
próbably on the day of his death, he gives his estates in 
Baildon to John Weddell and John Sagar to sell and 
defray expenses of his funeral and to pay his debts. To 
his brother, Josias, his messuage called Headley, and 
the chief rents of the manor of Thornton, and that piece 
of land called Hollinge Park, "be so much thereof as is 
my inheritance," Josias to pay to the younger children 
of his hi-other, William Midgley, late of London, 
deceased, the sum of £100, to every one of his natural 
sisters 20s. to buy them rings, and to every one of their 
children 20s. To the poor of Bradford 20s. and the 
poor of Thornton 20s. To each of his servants 5s. each. 
All the rest of his lands and tenements in Thornton he 
leaves to the eldest son of his brother,William, the son 
to pay to his younger brothers and sisters £100. In 
addition, he makes a further bequest as follows :-
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"And as I aiwayes hold it my duty and the duty of 
every good Christian to pray and prayse God, rather 
than to heare sermons, I do hereby give and bequeath 
unto ye minister of Thornton for ye time being & his 
successors for ever ye yearly annuity or summe of 
tenn shillings upon condition he read divyne service 
every St. John's day in Xmas both in ye morning 
& afternoon of ye same day annually at ye Chappell 
of Thornton aforesaid all which said legacies and 
annuities IL will and bequeath shall be paid out of the 
rents, issues and profitts of all my lands & tenements 
in Headley & Rolling Park." 

William Midgley, the second son of John Midgley, 
the younger, was baptized at Bradford on the 23rd 
December, 1627. He also chose the law as a profession, 
being admitted to Gray's Inn on the 20th February:, 

1654-5. Unlike other members of his family he never 
developed a local practice, but remained in London, his 
place of business being in Staple Inn. He died in the 
lifetime of his brother, John, as appears by the latter's 
will, leaving issue by his wife, Elizabeth, several 
children of whom was John, his son and heir, also a 
lawyer. John was living at York in 1678, but appears 
never to have married. He died in 1684, leaving 
Dorothy Midgley, of St. Giles in the Fields, in London, 
spinster, his sister and next heir. As far as it is known 
the London branch of the family died out before 1730. 

Before giving some account of Josias, the third son 
of John Midgley, the younger, it will not be out of place 
to mention two of John's daughters, whose local 
bènefactions are enjoyed at the present day, although 
the benefactors and their local family connection are 
forgotten. One of these daughters was. Mary, who was 
baptised at Bradford on the 21st December, 1617. She 
married Francis, the second son òf Godfrey Reresby, 
of Denaby, who had been a volunteer in Prince Rupert's 
troop and à major in Sir P Monckton's Regiment.(") 
She thus became allied to the noted Yorkshire family of 

(21) Dugdalc's Visitation of Yorkshire, ed. J. W. Clay. 
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Reresby of Thriberg, but she does not appear to have 
had issue by this marriage. A curious memorandum 
appears in the Haworth Chapel Registers recording her 
marriage, evidently made by the parson there or by 
some chapel Qfficial, although it is unlikly that she was 
married there: 

1653 August. A gentleman surnamed Reresby and the 
relict of one Mr Oats being sister of John Midgley 
of Headley married by a man like a.minister whom 
they brought along with them to town." 

Probably this entry refers to her marriage which had 
taken place in London, she then apparently, being the 
widow of a Mr. Oats. Godfrey Reresby, her husband, 
died and was buried at Todwick on the 15th June, 1690. 
She returned to Thornton after her husband's death, 
and died there in August, 1699, being buried at Bradford 
on the 19th of that month. By her will, which is dated 
13th September, 1690, she makes benefactions to mem-
bers of her family, and asks her executors to distribute 
amongst the poor persons at her funeral the sum of £4. 

In the churchwardens' accounts of the Bradford 
Parish Church under the year 1691 is this entry on May 
28th: 

"Given by the Vicar's order to Mr. Midgley's man 
when he brought the silver Flaggon given by Mrs. 
Reresby to Bradford Church for the Communion 
Is. Od." 22 

This beautiful example of silversmith's art which still 
remains amongst the Church Plate in the Cathedral, 
forms one of its most treasured possessions, and bears 
the following inscription: 

"The Guift of Mrs. Mary Reresby, one of ye daughters 
of John Midgley, of Headley, Gent, 1691." 

Martha Midgley, of Thornton, another of John 
Midgley's daughters, who died unmarried on the 11th 

(22) Bradford Antiquary. Old Series, Vol. ii., p. 267. 
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September, 1708, by her will dated 24th August, 1708, 
left to the Parson of Thornton Chapel for the time 
being lOs. a year, payable out of one cottage in Thornton 
called Newhouse, in the occupation of Mrs. Ward and 
Grace Foster. 

In a list of benefactions to Thornton Chapel are the 
following: Miss Midgley of Thornton (by will) gave 
one annuity of 20s. payable as follows (viz), lOs. out 
of an estate in Thornton the inheritance of J. Robinson, 
6s. 8d. out of Upper Headley estate, 3s. 4d. out of Doe 
Park in Denholme to the said minister for a sermon on 
Christmas Day afternoon, and another one on the 
morning of St. John the Evangelist for ever. (23) 

Some confusion seems to have arisen here in 
attributing the origin of these benefactions solely to 
Miss Midgley. The 20s. a year mentioned includes the 
bequests of Martha Midgley of lOs. a year, under her 
will of 1708, and that of lOs. a year by John Midgley 
of Headley, her brother, under his will of 1669. 

Josias Midgley the third son of John Midgley, the 
younger, was baptised at Bradford on the 21st Septem-
ber, 1631, but I have not ascertained whether his bent 
was that of the law, as was that of his father and his 
two brothers. He married Ann Blundell of Padiham 
in 1666, but she dyinghe married secondly Elizabeth. 

He had issue several children, but only one 
child survived, William, who became curate of 
Sowerby. Josias by the death of his brothers, John and 
William, became heir to his eldest brothers John, and 
under -his will inherited the estate at Headley. He 
appears, however, some time afterwards to have become 
heavily involved in debt, but from what cause I have 
been unable to discover. He was the means of the loss 
of the estates at Thornton and elsewhere, which his 
forebears had been diligently getting together. He was 
obliged to sell or mortgage his properties one by one, 

(23) Bradford Corporation Deeds. 



112 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

eventually losing the greater part, if not the whole, of 
his estate. 

In his diaries, the Rev. Oliver Heywood, the 
Puritan minister of Coley, mentions a number of people 
in the neighbourhood who had met with misfortune 
between the years 1689-1700. He says: "In this year, 
viz., 1689 there have failed in their estates a great num-
ber, more than I have formerly observed, especially 
in November and December, the latter end of this year." 
Amongst these he mentions "Mr. Midgley, of Headley, 
owing £2,000, is gone off, 'tis said, to Holland." From 
this note it would appear that Josias had been obliged 
to flee from his creditors, thus avoiding the risk of 
being committed to a debtors' prison. 

For some considerable time afterwards attempts 
were made to straighten his affairs, but as he was unable 
to raise sufficient money for the redemption of his 
mortgaged properties this work could not be 
satisfactorily accomplished without disposing of a con-
siderable amount of his landed property. Towards this 
end Josias Midgley, by an indenture dated 7th 
December, 1698, conveyed certain properties in 
Thornton, some of which were already mortgaged, to 
Joseph Crowther, of Northowrarn, gent., Francis 
Bentley, of Halifax, stationer, Robert Hainworth, of 
Thornton, yeoman, and John Cockcroft, of Bradford, 
gent., in.trust, to sell the same and use the proceeds for 
the payment of his debts. These properties comprised 
a capital messuage in Thornton, in the occupation of 
Josias, a ñessuage and land in the occupation of Robert 
Hainworth, a messuage and lands called Coat Gappe, 
in the occupation of Peter Jowett, messuages and lands 
in the occupation of Joseph Foster, Nathan Hainworth, 
John Robertshay, John Craven and Jonas Foster, half 
of all that inclosure called Holling Park, in the 
occupation of William Horsfall, Thomas Horsfall and 
Jonas Horsfall, also an annual rent charge of £6, out 
of four messuages called Close Head, formerly the estate 
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of John Midgley, of London, gent., but then the estate 
of Isaac Hollings, gent., and a messuage in Allerton in 
the occupation of Richard Blackburne. 

John Cockcroft, who is mentioned in this trust deed, 
was a well known attorney who had a practice in Brad-
ford. 24 He was born in that old mansion known as 
Mayroid in Wadsworth, which had been the home of 
the Cockcroft family for a century or more. He was a 
moderately wealthy man, and became connected with a 
local family of note by marrying, at Idle Chapel on the 
14th September, 1701, Anne, daughter of Robert 
Ferrand, of St. Ives. 25 Before the marriage took place, 
he had, by a deed dated 28th May, 1701, conveyed to 
Robert Ferrand, his prospective father-in-law, in trust, 
so many of his messuages and lands in Heptonstall, 
Erringden, Wadsworth, Stanfield, Sowerhy and Thorn-
ton, as would amount to the rent of £120 a year. Of 
this sum £100 a year was to be paid to himself and his 
intended wife, Anne, for their respective lives, and the 
remaining £20 a year to be used for the education of 
such child or children as he might have by the marriage. 
Robert Ferrand, by a deed of the same date, agreed 
to settle £1,000 on Anne, his daughter, when the 
marriage was solemnized. (26) 

When Josiah Midgley's estates came into the market, 
Cockcroft became the principal purchaser. He also paid 
off the mortgages and arranged with Midgley for the 
purchase outright of many of his mortgaged properties. 
Later on, in 1713, Cockcroft paid off the mortgage on 
Headley, which had been held by William Hollingworth, 
of Halifax, since 1695, and took over the property from 
Midgley, who had then left Headley, and was living in 
Halifax. 

Josias Midgley and his son William had mortgaged 
the manor of Thornton in 1703 to Robert Hainworth. 

(24) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's MSS. 
(25) Calverley Registers, ed. S. Margerison. 
(26) Ferrand MSS. Bradford Public Library. 
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of Thornton, yeoman, with a proviso that the mortgage 
money be repaid within a specified time. Hainworth 
died before the money became due and by his will he 
devised the manor to Susan, his wife, who afterwards 
married John Barke, of Northowram', but as neither 
the interest or principal had been paid by, the year 
1715, and his son William Midgley having died in the 
meantime, Joseph Wood, of the Fold in Northowram, 
took over the mortgage and paid Susan, the widow of 
Hainworth, the money owing to her. Elizabeth, the 
widow of the William Midgley, of Sowerby, repaid 
the amount that Wood had advanced, and so became 
the mortgagee. She with her father-in-law, Josias 
Midgley, joined in the sale of the manor on the 12th 
day of July, 1715, to John Cockcroft. 

Josias Midgley died at Halifax, where he was buried 
on the 24th December, 1718. He had survived his only 
child, William, who was distinguished as a master of 
arts, and held for some years the curacy of Sowerby 
until his death in 1706. William had married his cousin, 
Elizabeth Waterhouse, sister of John Waterhouse, 
Doctor of Physic, and had by her an only child, a 
daughter Mary, who died in childhood. By the death 
of William without male issue the Midgley family of 
Headley in the male linè became extinct. 

Watson in his "History of Halifax" records an 
inscription on the wall of the North Chapel in Halifax 
Church, as follows— 

"Near this place resteth the body of Mary, daughter 
of William Midgley, Master of Arts, late of Headley, 
now of Sowerby, who was born March 3, 1696, and 
departed this life November 7, 1704. 
'Mortal by birth, short my stay, here sleeps my dust, 
My better part joins consort with the just.'" 

Above this: -

" Exeuviae Gulielmi Midgley, A.M. 
Curat. de Sowerby, juxta depositae Maii 10, 1706, 
anno aetatis 34." 
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At this time there was residing at Thornton Hall 
Elkanah Horton, a barrister who was son of Joshua 
Horton of Sowerhy Hall, a descendant of the ancient 
family of Horton of Horton. It would appear that he 
had given John Cockcroft some monetary aid in his 
numerous land purchases in Thornton, for by a deed 
dated 17th December, 1718, we find Cockcroft and 
Horton conveying the manor of Thornton to William 
Hird, to hold one moiety thereof to the use of John 
Cockcroft and his heirs, and the other moiety to the use 
of Elkanah Horton and his heirs. Elkanah Horton 
died at Thornton Hall in 1729, leaving his estates to 
his nephew Thomas Horton, of Chadderton, co. Lancs., 
who, in the year 1731, was holding the distinguised office 
of Governor of the Isle of Man. The Horton moiety of 
the manor, which included Thornton Hall, passed by 
descent to Sir Watts Horton, of Chadderton, eventually 
coming into the possession of Captain Rhyss on his 
marriage with the daughter of Sir Watts Horton. 
Rhyss sold the moiety to John Foster, of Queensbury, 
in 1858. 

The purchase by Cockcroft of considerable property 
in Thornton must be accounted for by the fact that his 
father-in-law, Robert Ferrand, had large landed 
interests in the locality, and he was no doubt encouraged 
to establish a continuity of interest in the district. He 
was now owner of the Headley estate and half the manor 
besides several farms and houses in the township. By 
his wife, Anne Ferrand, he had issue two daughters, 
Barbara and Mary. Barbara married John Stanhope, 27 
of Horsforth Hall, a distinguished barrister, and Mary 
married William Cockcroft, of Mayroid, a relative who 
had a legal practice in Bradford. John Cockcroft died 
and was buried at Bradford on the 25th September, 
1735, leaving his two daughters co-heiresses.-

John Stanhope purchased at a later date Mary Cock-
croft's interest in the manor, and he and his wife, 

(27) Annals of a - Yorkshire House, A. I\I. W. Stirling. 
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Barbara, dying without issue, it passed to John's brother, 
Walter Stanhope from whom the moiety of the manor 
and the Headley estate descended to the present 
representative of the family, Mr. John M. Spencer-
Stanhope, of Cannon Hall, Caivthorne, the estate having 
been in the possession of that family for two hundred 
years. To Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope the writer 
is indebted for much of the information contained in 
this brief historical sketch. 

SIGNATURE OF 

WILLIAM MIDGLEY 

OF HEADLEY, 

ob. 1600. 

SIGNATURE OF 

JOHN MIDGLEY THE 

ELDER OF HEADLEY, 

ob. 1642. 

SIGNATURE OF 

JOHN MIDGLEY 

THE YOUNGER 

OF HEADLEY, 

ob. 1642. 



Edward Midglcy 
of Clayton, yeoman, eldest 
son and heir, aged 49 at 
the death of his father. 
Will dated 29 Sept., 1587. 
Pd. at York 19 March, 

1587-8. 

John Midgley 
eldest son; inherited lands 
in Clayton from his father. 
Living at Luddenfoote in 
Midgley in 1633. Master 
of Arts. Mentioned in a 

Deed dated 1583. 

Thomas Midgley 
yeoman, inherited lands in 
Chesewelley; living at 
Torsset in Glossopdale, Co. 

Derby, in 1627. 

I 1 II I 
= Susan— JamesMidgley Alice Midgley Isabel Emme 

inherited laids in Midgley = 

Elizabeth Anne Sutcliffe 

I 
John Midgley 

of Luddenfoote in Midgley, 
yeoman, living there 1645; 
owned lands in Clayton. 

Rebecca 
wid. of Samuel Holdes-
worth of Midgley, yeoman 

Nathaniel Midgley 
of Mixenden, 1645 

Martha, 
daughter of Anthony 
Bentley of Mixenden. 

* 
John Midgley = 

cf Clayton; living there 
1682 

A 

Mary = John Sagar 
Md. at Bradforo, of Allerton. 
21 July, 1659 

John Midgley, son and 
heir, 1647. 

Deborah =John Wadsworth 
of Holdsworth. 

1, Mentions Robert Midgley, his illegimate son. 

2. Appoints his loving cousins, John Midgley, of Headley, and Nathaniel Midgley, of Clayton, supervisors 
He mentions his good cousin and worthy friend, Mr. John Midgley, the elder, and desires him to help his wife 
and children. 

3. She was widow of Richard Moore, of Northowram, and one of the three daughters and co-heirs of 
William l3airstow, of Blackcarr. 

James Midgley 
a younger son 

David Midgley 
of Allerton in Bradford-
dale, yeoman, living there 
in 1682. Buried -at Brad-
ford, 6 March, 1687-8. 

John Midgley 
of Black Carr in the town-
ship of Thornton in the 
parish of Bradford, yeo-
man. Will dated 31 Oct., 
1588. Proved at York, 2 
May, 1593. "To be buried 
in the Parish Church of 

Bradford. 

Agnes - 

John Midgley 
eldest son died in 

father's lifetime. 

Williarem Midgley 
his of Blackcarr. Will dated 

5 Feb., 1632-3. Proved at 
York, 23 Oct., 1634(2) 
Buried at Bradford, 

18 July, 1633 

Grace 

William Midgley 
of Blackcarr; son and 

heir. 

Michall Midgley 
a posthumous child. 

Robert Midgley = Agnes Moor 
of Clayton, Clothier. Will Will dated 
dated 20 Jan., 1616-17. proved at 
Buried at Bradford 6 Feb. 1623-4. Bri 
1616-17. Will proved at ford 3 No 

York, 6 May, 1617. 
No Issue 

widow Edward Midgley 
3 Sept., 1623; mentioned in the Will of 
ork, 9 Jan., his brother Robert. 

ied at Brad-
1623. () 

John Midgley Jams Midgley 

James Murgatroyd = 

of Murgatroyd in Warley 
ph. Halifax.  

Susan Murgatroyd = James Oates 
daughter and heir of Murgatroyd. 

Richard Mmdgme 

John Midgley 
mentioned in the Will of 

his uncle, Robert. 

Phebe Oates 
of Halifax; Spinster; 1717 

n 

Susannah Oates Jot 
of 
ro) 



John Midgley = 
of Headley. 

I.p.m. sated 31 October, 1579 ff'côíçree of tBi6gley of thornton anô tLa\2ton, Co. &rlt 

widow Edwaid Midgley 
3 Sept., 1623; mentioned in the Will of 
(ork, 9 Jan., his brother Robert. 
icd at Brad-

1623. G) 

s Midgley 

James Murgatroyd = 

of Murgatroyd in Warley 
ph. Halifax.  

Susan Murgatroyd = James Oates 
daughter and heir of Murgatroyd. 

Richard Midgie 

John Midgley 
mentioned in the Will of 

his uncle, Robert. 

Michell Midgley = 

Robert 
mentioned in Will of his 

uncle, Robert. 

Martha 

James Midgley Thomas Samuel Midgley = Saba Moore 
Buried at Bradford, 20 married at Bradford, 18 
Jan., 1616-17. Admn at May, 1617. Buried there 

York, 6 May, 1617. 5 March, 1619-20. Will 
dated 2 March, 1619-20. 
Proved at York, 4 May, 

1620. 

William Midgley = 

of Headley, in Bradford-
dale, yeoman. 

Buried at Bradford 8 Oct. 
1601. Will dated 28 Aug. 
1600; proved at York 19 
Dec. 1601. "To be buried 
in the Church at Bradford' 

Elizabeth Sowden 
Buried at Bradforc, 24 
July 1608. Will dated 20 
May 1608; proved at York 
5 Oct. 1609. "To be b.iried 
in the parish Church of 
Bradford so neare untn my 
husband as convenint1y 

may be." 

James Midglcy 
mentioned in the I.p.m of I 

William Midgley 
of Headley, an attorney. 
Buried at Bradford 25 
July, 1600. Will dated 1 
July, 1600; proved at York 

10 December, 1600. 
Died unmarried. 

Abraham Midgley John Midgley 
alias Moore Bp. at Bradford, 21 Aug. 

reputed son; mentioned 1608 
in Will of Robert Midgley 

William Midgley 
lšp. at Bradford, 10 June, 

1609 

Anne Midgley = 

Bp. at Bradford, 22 June 
1612 

Mar. at Bfd. 7 Apr., 1629. 

Joseph Woodhead Mary Midgley 
Up. at Bradford, 10 July, 

1614 

Susan Midgley 
Up. at Bradford, 14 July 
1616. Buried at Bradford 
16 May, 1631. Will 
dated 6 May, 1631; pd. at 
York 5 Oct., 1631. Died a 

spinster. 

 Bailey (1) 
dau. of Richard Bailey of 

Allerton. 

John Midgley = 

of Headley, an attorney. 
Purchased the manor of 
Thornton in 1638. Buried 
at Bradford, 7 Oct. 1642. 
I.p.m: 10 Oct 1644. Admn. 

at York. 31 July 1645. 

(2) Frances - 

she survived her husband. 
Susan Midgley John Sagar 

John Sagar Susan Sagar 

Agnes Midgley = John Drake 

John Drake 

John Midgley 
an attorney. Admitted to 
Lincoln's Inn, 20 Feb. 
1610-11. Buried at Brad-
ford, 19 May 1642. Will 
dated S May 1642. Proved 

at York, 28 June 1642. 

Isabel, dau. of William 
Hawkesworth of Hope in 
Baildon. Married at Brad 
ford 2 Mar., 1613-14. Liv-
ing at Wakefield, a widow, 

in 1664. 

Rebecca Midgley = 

Mar. at Bradford, 14 Dec., 
1612. 

Frances Midgley 
Bapt. at Bradford, 8 Jan., 
1614-15. Bd. there 17 

Feb., 1614-15. 

Susan Midgley = John Murgatr.yd 
Up. at Bradford, 18 Feb., of Riddlesde 
1615-16. Md. at Bradford 

21 May, 1639. 

Phebe Oates 
of Halifax; Spinster; 1717 

Susannah Oates John Dearderi 
of Hollings alias Murgat-
royd in Warley, gent, 

living there 1717. 

Frances Oates = John Fournes of Halifax, gent 

Mary Midgley = (1)- Otes 
Up. at Bradford 21 Dec., = (2) Francis, 2nd son of 
1617. Buried at Bradford. Godfrey Reresby 

of Denaby; a volunteer in 
Prince Rupert's troops. 

Buried at Todwick, 
15 June, 1690 

Issue, No 

John Midgley 
of London, an attorney, 
died at St. Giles in the 
Fields, London, before the 

year 1684. 
No Issue. 

Francis Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, July, 1621 

Isabel Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 16 Feb., 

1622-3.' 

John Midgicy 
of Headley, Up. at Brad-

ford, 6 June, 1625. 
Admitted to I incolu's Inn, 
13 Nov. 1647. Admitted 
pensioner St. John's Coll-
ege, Cambs., 16 April 1647, 
Aged 21. Buried at Brad-
ford 8 June 1669. Will 
dated 4 June 1669. Died 

unmd.   

Dorothy Midgley 
of the parish of St. Giles 
in the Fields, living there 
in 1684, a spinster. " Sister 
and next heir to John 
Midgley." 

William Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 23 Dec., 
1627; an attorney, admitted 
Gray's Inn, 20 Feb., 1654-5. 
Resided at Staple Inn, 
London. Died in 1669. 

= Elizabeth 

Leonard Laycock Martha Mid1cy = William Garbutt Susan Midgley 
Married at of Cuxwold, gent, 30 Oct., Buried at Bradford 

Bradford 23 Nov., 109. 1619. (Paver.) 24 July, 1615. 

Josias Midgley 
Bapt. at Bradford, 21 Sept. 
1631; owned the Manor of 
Thornton which he sold to 
John Cockcroft in 1715. 

Buried at Halifax, 
December, 1718. 

=(1) Ann Blundell 
of Padiham, co. Lanes. 

(Paver). 

= (2) Elizabeth 

John 

Arabella 
died young 

William Midgley 
Up. at Bradford, 30 June, 
1672. Master of Arts. 
Curate at Sowerby Church, 
Halifax, 1701-6. Buried in 
Halifax Church, 10 May, 

1706. Aged 34. 

Elizabeth = Waterhouse 

Martha Mid) 

Martha Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 19 July, 
1629. Died Sept. 11, 1708. 
Will dated 24 Aug., 1708(4) 

Hannah 'Mid 
Up. at Bradford, 

1634. 

Elizabeth Waterhouse 
Living at Sheffield, a widow, 

in 1712. 1 

Mary Midgley 
an only child, died in child-
hood; buried in Halifax 
Church, where there is) a 
monumental inscription to 

her memory. 

John Waterh 
of Sheffield, Doe 
Physic. Died 

1717. No i 

4. She mentions in her will, John Midgley, of Halifax, her kinsman, 
William Midgley. 



John Midgley 
of Headley. 

1p.m. Sated 31 October, 1579 

ey =  

of his 
Martha Abraham Midgley 

alias Moore 
reputed son; mentioned 

in Will of Robert Midgley 

idgicy Thomas Samuel Midgley = Saba Moore 
Buried at Bradford, 20 married at Bradford, 18 
Jan., 1616-17. Admn at May, 1637. Buried there 

York, 6 May, 1617. 5 March, 1619-20. Will 
dated 2 March, 1619-20. 
Proved at York, 4 May, 

1620.  

John Midgley } William Midgley Anne Midgley = Joseph Woodhead 
lIp, at Bradford, 21 Aug. 13p. at Bradford, 10 June, Bp. at Bradford, 22 June 

1608 1609 1612 
Mar. at Bfd. 7 Apr., 1629. 

Frances Midgley 
Bapt. at Bradford, 8 Jan., 
1614-IS. 13(1. there 17 

Feb., 1614-15. 

Susan Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 18 Feb., 
1615-16. Md. at Bradford 

21 May, 1639. 

urgat.. 
gent, 

37. 

-1  

M ' ary Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 10 July, 

1614 

lleÖícìrcc of tBi6gley of thornton anÖ Ctaton, Co. 1?oth. 

William Midgley = Elizabeth Sowden 
of Headley, in Bradford-

dale, yeoman. 
Buried at Bradford 8 Oct. 
1601. Will dated 28 Aug. 
1600; proved at York 19 
Dec. 1601. "To be buried 
in the Church at Bradford' 

Buried at Bradford, 24 
July 1608. Will dated 20 
May 1608; proved at York 
5 Oct. 1609. "To be buried 
in the parish Church of 
Bradford so neare unto my 
husband as conveniently 

may be." 

James Midgley 
mentioned in the I.p.m of his father. 

William Midgley 
of Headley, an attorney. 
Buried at Bradford 25 
July, 1600. Will dated 1 
July, 1600; proved at York 

10 December, 1600. 
Died unmarried. 

Susan Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 14 July 
1616. Buried at Bradford 
16 May, 1631. Will 
dated 6 May, 1631; pd. at 
York 5 Oct., 1631. Died a 

spinster. 

 Bailey (1) 
dau. of Richard Bailey of 

Allerton. 

John Midgley = 

of Headley, an attorney. 
Purchased the manor of 
Thornton in 1638. Buried 
at Bradford, 7 Oct. 1642. 
1pm: 10 Oct 1644. Admn. 

at York, 31 July 1645. 

(2) Frances   
she survived her husband. 

Susan Midgley John Sagar 

John Sagar Susan Sagar 

Agnes Midgley John Drake 

John Drake 

John Midgley 
an attorney. Admitted to 
Lincoln's Inn, 20 Feb. 
1610-11. Buried at Brad-
ford, 19 May 1642. Will 
dated 5 May 1642. Proved 

at York, 28 June 1642. 

Isabel, dau. of William 
Hawkesworth of Hope in 
Baildon. Married at Brad 
ford 2 Mar., 1613-14. Liv-
ing at Wakefield, a widow, 

in 1664. 

Mar. 
Rebecca Midgley = 

at Bradford, 14 Dec., 
1612. 

Leonard Laycocl Martha Midgley = William Garbutt Susan Midgley 
Married at of Cuxwold, gent, 30 Oct., Buried at Bradford 

Bradford 23 Nov., 1619. 1619. (Paver.) 24 July, 1615. 

John Murgatr yd 
of Riddlesde 

Frances Oåtes = John Fournes of Halifax, gent 

Mary Midgley = (1)- Otes 
Bp. at Bradford 21 Dec., = (2) Francis, 2nd son of 
1617. Buried at Bradford. Godfrey Reresby 

of Denaby; a volunteer in 
Prince Rupert's troops. 

Buried at Todwick, 
15 June, 1690 

No Issue. 

John Maidgley of London, n attorney, 

died at St. Giles in the 
Fields, London, before the 

year 1684. 
No Issue. 

Francis Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, July, 1621 

Isabel Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 16 Feb., 

1622-3. 

John Midgley 
of Headley, Bp. at Brad-

ford, 6 June, 1625. 
Admitted to lincoln's Inn, 
13 Nov. 1647. Admitted 
pensioner St. John's Coll-
ege, Cambs., 16 April 1647. 
Aged 21. Buried at Brad-
ford 8 June 1669. Will 
dated 4 June 1669. Died 
 unind.  

Jif Dorothy Midgley 
the parish of St. Giles 

in the Fields, living there 
in 1684, a spinster. "Sister 
and next heir to John 
Midgley." 

I 

William Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 23 Dec., 
1627; an attorney, admitted 
Gray's Inn, 20 Feb., 1654-5. 
Resided at Staple Inn, 
London. Died in 1669. 

= Elizabeth - Josias Midgley 
Bapt. at Bradford, 21 Sept. 
1631; owned the Manor of 
Thornton which he sold to 
John Cockcroft in 1715. 

Buried at Halifax, 
December, 1718. 

(1) Ann Blundell 
of Padiham, co. Lanes. 

(Paver). 

(2) Elizabeth 

John 

Arabella 
died young 

William Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 30 June, 
1672. Master of Arts. 
Curate at Sowerby Church, 
Halifax, 1701-6. Buried in 
Halifax Church, 10 May, 

1706. Aged 34. 

Martha Midgley 

Elizabeth = Waterhouse Martha Midgley Hannah Midgley 
Bp. at Bradford, 19 July, Bp. at Bradford, 4 Dec., 
1629. Died Sept. 11, 1708. 1634. 
Will dated 24 Aug., 1708(4) 

Elizabeth Waterhouse 
Living at Sheffield, a widow, 

in 1712. 

Mary Midgley 
an only child, died in child-
hood; buried in Halifax 
Church, where there is a 
monumental inscription to 

her memory. 11 

John Waterhouse 
of Sheffield, Doctor of 
Physic. Died before 

1717. No issue 

4. She mentions in her will, John Midgley, of Halifax, her kinsman, son of 
William Midgley. 



THE ROMAN PASSAGE OF AIREDALE. 

BY 

DR. FRANCIS VILLY. 

O far there has been no exact knowledge of how 
the Manchester-Ilkley Roman road crossed 
Airedale. At Back Shaw, near Hainworth Shay, 

the position is known, and also at the crossing of Bradup 
Beck. These places, each about 900ft. above sea level, 
are almost exactly three miles apart, the Aire (a little 
under the 300f t. contour) being nearly truly half-way 
between. The obstacles are really serious, and it 
becomes of interest to trace out how the Roman 
engineers, with their love of direct courses and their 
genius for choosing ground, dealt with them. 

ENGINEERING DIFFICULTIES. 

The obstacles are: (1) The descent into Airedale 
from the south. This is not only steep as a whole but 
is also largely in steps, so that there are only two ways 
down unless large engineering works are undertaken— 
and the Romans did not dig or embank on such a scale 
unless compelled. These two ways are (a) by Thwaites 
Brow, which is not by any means easy, and (b) down 
the valley of the small stream running to Marley. This 
latter gives a fairly even and reasonable slope if dealt 
with skilfully. On the other hand, it is three-quarters 
of a mile off the straight line, Thwaites Brow only 
needing a diversion of about one-third of a mile. 

(2) The level bottom of the valley, about one-
quarter of a mile wide, is liable to floods. Rather 
curiously, each descent above mentioned leads to a point 
where a spit of slightly higher ground minimises this 
difficulty, and a fairly good passage can be made via 
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either East Riddlesden Hall or the now demolished 
farmhouse of Uncra; and on each of these routes there 
is some echo of a tradition that a road crossed. 

(3) The ascent of the north slope of the valley 
presents no serious difficulty hereabouts, though from 
East Riddlesden the course would be over rather broken 
ground (including the gully of How Beck) needing care-
full management, while in a nearly straight line from 
Uncra the slope is even and easy practically all the way. 

FINDS AT WEST MORTON. 

Not long since Mr. Rosse Butterfield noticed that in 
a field a little south of West Morton a ridge existed 
resembling a Roman Road. It is about 40 yds. 
long, with a curious right-angled turn to the west 
at its south end. Mr. Butterfield and I trenched it and 
found the road unmistakably, l9ft. wide, of gravel, 
rising to a crown over l8in. high. It has been much 
disturbed and no kerbs are now present. The return 
is only of earth. 

Examination of the older 6in. O.S. maps shows that 
not long since a fence ran along the ridge, and this 
accounts for the preservation of the road and for the 
existence of the earth bank. This is the piece marked 
A on the accompanying sketch map. With this clue 
in hand it was not difficult to find piece B, which (about 
70yds. long) appears to be undisturbed and is quite plain 
when once recognised. 

Now if A were prolonged south, in about 80yds. it 
would come to run down the west side of an old hedge 
for nearly 200yds., and hereabouts the old O.S. maps 
mark a road of sorts proceeding to join the footpath 
from East Morton to Riddlesden along the north 
boundary of the Isolation Hospital grounds. Trenching 
a little north of this path has demonstrated the road in 
a very dishevelled state, and the ridge is faintly visible 
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both north and south of the path, with gravel in an 
even more scattered state on the south side also. (C.) 

ROADS IN MARLEY VLLEY. 

This length points a little east of Uncra and is not 
compatible with a crossing at Riddlesden, and con-
sequently there is no alternative to the Marley route. 

The Marley Valley runs about W.S.W. and for over 
one-third of a mile consists of a single enclosure of 
rough ground containing a stream and a complicated 
series of roads, which I will now sketch in what appear 
to be their relative ages from present to past. 

(a) From the yard of Marley Hall this crosses the 
beck and for about two-thirds of the distance lies on its 
right or south bank. It then recrosses and lies to the 
north for a quarter of the length, crossing a third time 
just before passing to the upper moor through what is 
known as the Moor Gate. This is a well-designed and 
built road about l5ft. wide across the nearly flat surface. 
Past the Moor Gate it shows for perhaps 150yds. as a 
low ridge and might be mistaken for a Roman road, 
except for its (excavated) narrowness (l4ft. 6in.) and 
slightness (8in. thick in centre). There are definite 
signs of age in places, in that it is overgrown or almost 
worn away. The gradient averages about one in seven. 

(b) Low in its course a throws off a branch more 
directly west into Round Hill Wood. It is built much 
like a. 

(c) A hollow, perhaps 150yds. long, all north of the 
beck, branching from ii above where Ii crosses it, and 
passing up the slope. 

(d) Taking a shorter and steeper course than a, 
a properly constructed road, first apparent about lüOyds. 
north of Blakey House (the most western of Marley) 
and altogether on the left or north side of the heck, and 
therefore seemingly not designed to reach Marley. At 
first it is very indefinite; but soon becoming clearer in 
the form of an artificial terrace (bank rising to south), 
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it is crossed by b, which interrupts it and is therefore 
more recent. Soon after, the terrace appears with the 
bank rising to the north and is bitten into by c (which 
therefore is newer), so that the full width is not often 
apparent; and, at about half-way up, c cuts right across 
it at a level perhaps 2ft. lower. Hereabouts the terrace 
is quite plainly artificial and is set with small stones, 
but it is now so decayed that nothing very definite can 
be said, except that it has certainly been wider (at least 
l8ft.) and more imposing than a. After passing c the 
ground is flatter, so that the terrace disappears, and 
signs become less clear. However enough remains to 
make it certain that it was continuous with the upper 
and better preserved length, before reaching which a 
crosses it on an embankment and is therefore more 
recent. 

The upper length of d shows as a narrow footpath 
along which a strong layer of placed gravel is clear. 

Careful observation, combined with digging, proves 
that this footpath is really the crown of a road l7ft. 
wide, much worn but still showing the Roman type of 
camber. No kerbs have been definitely seen. This is 
easily followed nearly to the Moor Gate, on approaching 
which it gradually fades away. 

Here road a (lying just west of the Roman road) 
is in a dug trench, some l8in. deep, and points about 
south; but the older O.S. maps show a branch turning 
almost west to Currer Laithe. This is the Roman road, 
which, being on the surface level, is again broken by 
the newer road, beyond which it at first strikes one as 
being merely a worn track. However, careful observa-
tion, confirmed by digging, shows the ground (sloping 
from south to north) to have been dug into a terrace, 
on which the gravel has been placed; but later traffic 
has so worn and broken it up that it seldom remains 
in reasonably good condition and often seems to consist 
of mere indeterminate streaks and patches. The best 
section showed from south to north (1) the slope of 
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natural soil cut down about two feet; (2) six feet wide 
of placed gravel rising to the (destroyed) crown of the 
road; (3) six feet where the gravel has been churned 
up and worn down into a hollow; (4) six feet or more 
of firm gravel sloping down towards the north edge 
of the road, the exact position of which cannot be deter-
mined as the stone has been a good deal scattered. 

We now leave the moor, and through the fields to 
Currer Laithe nothing shows, though stone can be felt 
just under the sod, and the line of gates leading into 
a short occupation road must mark the course at least 
approximately; for to anyone conversant with the 
ground it is clear that, given the turn towards Currer 
Laithe (which is the natural course) that direction must 
be persevered with, not only to the farm, but also beyond 
it to the Long Lee vicinity. 

Nothing beyond suggestion shows, but by far the 
likeliest course is along a ridge cutting the Thwaites 
Brow road about 150yds. north of its junction with the 
Moss Carr road and running to join the Long Lee road 
shortly before that meets the Harden road. From near 
this point marks of traffic south of the junction run for 
about 200yds. in line with the Backshaw length; and cut 
up by these are the remains of an engineered road, the 
clearest part carrying a field wall down its centre line. 
This is so much destroyed that a detailed and accurate 
description cannot be given. However, it lies on ground 
levelled to take it, is of cambered gravel, and (so far 
as one can judge) has been about l7ft. wide. Taking 
everything into consideration, there can be no real 
doubt that it is part of our Roman road. Some twenty 
years since vague paving was found in the line between 
this and Backshaw at P. 

In conclusion, I must thank those who have kindly 
allowed investigation on their land: Mr. Boow, of West 
Morton; Mr. Barker, of Marley; and Messrs. Brown 
and Hanson, of Long Lee. Mr. R. Butterfield has 
several times helped with the digging. 



FRANCIS CORKER, 

VICAR OF BRADFORD, YORKS. 

BY 

CHAMBRI CORKER VIGURS, B.A., M.D., 
of Newquay, Cornwall. 

EPITOME OF His LIFE. 

FRANCIS Corker, baptized at Wragby, near 
Pontefract, 17th September, 1609, was the 
son of (')James Corker, and most propably of that 

James Corker who married Isobell Mylner at Wragby° 
23rd November, 1608. 

He was admitted to Jesus College, Cambridge, as a 
sizar 24th April, 1626, his tutor was ()Mr. Gatford, 
and he proceeded to B.A., 1629-30. 

He married(') Ann, daughter of George Hippon of 
Featherstone, Yorks and had issue, inter alia, a son 
James, baptized(') in 1636, who became Dom Maurus 
Corker, Abbot of Lambspring, in Germany, 
etc., etc. 

He was curate at Featherstone 1637. 
On 21 March, 1642 he was (7) presented to the 

vicarage of Bradford by K. Charles I. There is no 
record of his(') institution in the Institution Act Books 
at York. Though this presentation was subsequently 
challenged, it evidently became effective. 

Bradford, the inhabitants of which were(') (10)(11)(12) 
mainly Puritans, was besieged for the first time by the 
Royalists in Dec., 1642, and it was probably then that 
he joined the Royalist forces at Pontefract then 
being °" (12) besieged by the Parliamentarians. On(") 
4 Feb., 1645 he went out of the garrison with 16 men 
and horse to procure help from the Prince at Oxford; 
this hazardous adventure was successful and Pontefract 
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was relieved by Sir Marmaduke Langdale on 1 March 
following. 

He claims to have been " The (12) King's chief est guide 
on his Northern expedition," to have taken (12) "severall 
prisoners," to have been "°1 six or seven severall 
battles," to have (12) "received some wounds" and to 
have had "two'1» horses killed under" him "in fight." 

He "waš 1112 taken prisoner at Gainsborough and 
sent to Lincoln gaole," sentenced to be executed "at 
the (12) same time and uppon the same gibbet with Mr. 
Beaumont," but escaped. 

He went to Holland, stayed there for two years and 
obtained a letter(") of recommendation dated 6 July 1649 
at Brussels from King Charles II to the Marquis of 
Ormond, Governor General of Ireland; but nothing 
seems to have come of it. 

He then went 12' into the Isle of Sylly" and 
(12)  subsisted one whole year under the Honble Sr. John 
Greenvile." 

From thence he 2' went to sea and was there again 
taken by Adm. Deane and sent prisoner to Winchester 
Jail "; he remained there a year and then escaped. He 
settled in Sussex "to (12) teach a poore school and serve 
a cure." 

In 1656 he was captured, for the third time, in Lon-
don and taken before Secretary Thurloe, who at first 

deeply threatened" him and then, under a 
c"»' promise of security," persuaded him to convey 
intelligence to him (Thurloe) through Mr. Morland. 
His salary for this appears to have been a comfortable 
one; he received (14) £100 on one occasion. 

Over a dozen of these "letters of information," 
some of which are to Thurloe and some to Morland, are 
in the Rawlinson MSS. in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
and most of them are printed in Thurloe State Papers. 
Though most of them are over the signature 
"Symonds" or rarely "John Symonds," there is no 
doubt they are all written by Francis Corker. 
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At the Restoration in May 1660 he was confined in 
the Tower. From there he wrote four appeals for 
release, one to the(") Lieutenant of the Tower and 
(")three to the King. Two of these are long documents 
and give his adventures during the war and a spirited 
defence of his informations and work for Thurloe. 

The(") Order in Council for his discharge is dated 
28 March 1661 (N.S.) 

He returned in a very short time(') to Bradford and 
again became possessed of his vicarage, which was 
being held by Jonas Waterhouse. This was facilitated 
by the refusal of Waterhouse to conform to the Act of 
Uniformity which came into force in August, 1662, and 
by another Act(") which provided that every ecclesias-
tical person formerly sequestrated should be restored 
to his benefice. 

In one of his letters of information he states that he 
is " afflicted with ye stone." (16) 

He was buried at Bradford, 29th March, 1667, in 
his 57th year. 

ACTIVITIES OF -FRANCIS CORKER DURING THE 

CIVIL WAR. 

For this period we have to --trust mainly to his own 
accounts as given in his two longer Appeals, which are 
very similar documents and in .many parts identical, or 
very nearly so. One is the (18)' Petition to the Lieutenant 
of the Tower,' dated 10th June, 1660; the other is the 
("' Humble Address to the King,' which is undated, but 
about six months later. There are (")two other Appeals, 
but these are short and of little importance. Some 

evidence has been found which confirms or supports 
some of his statements, and other evidence which 
enables them to be dated. Allowing for some èxaggera-
tion of his good royalist deeds and his vigorous 'defence 
of his apostacy, his accounts may be accepted as sub-
stantially correct. 
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Francis Corker was (20) presented to the Vicarage of 
Bradford 21st March, 1642. The dates of his induction 
and institution are unknown; but he was, apparently, in 
residence 13th July, 1642, when he (21) preached at 
Calverley some, eight miles away.. 

The population of Bradford was mainly puritanical, 
or, as he puts it, "soe very factious and seditious," and 
he, on the contrary, was strongly royalist, though there 
is no evidence to suppose, as has been suggested, that 
he was a(")Roman Catholic, as was his son. He may 
have been the (22)" under minister" who used the "sign 
of the Cross at baptism though it be yet established by 
the law" to the annoyance of the parishioners. 

"At the beginning of these unhappy times" he tried 
and "prevailed with the best part" of the populace, 
'' although not the greatest, to hold fast their Allegiance, 
but at last being overpowered with number" both he 
and they "were inforced to betake" themselves "to 
his Majesties Armye and garrison in the North." This 
was probably in December, 1642, when Bradford was 
first besieged by the royalists. 

Part of his time in the North was spent at Ponte-
fract, near which town was Wragby where he had been 
baptized. _ In Nathan .Drake's '23Uournal of the Sieges 
of Pontefract "Mr. Corker" is found in one of 12 
"Preachers" in the "List of Volunteers" in Ponte-
fract Castle on 25 ,-Dec 1644 and as being in-Sir John 
Ramsden's Watch. 

Corker. states : -- (") "-I was sent from Pontefract 
Castle to Oxford through the Parliament's Garrison to 
procure relief for that place which was happily effected 
by Sir Marmaduke Langdale." This is confirmed by 
Drake who writes under the date 4 Feb. 1645 : - "There 
went aliso with Mr. Corker at another time to the Prince 
out of this garrison during the seege 16 men and horse 
the 6th February: he was the onely man that procured 
Sr. Marmaduke Langdall to com to releeve us which 
was performed the 1st March." 
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He writes :-*" I have been in six or seven severall 
battles besides many other skirmishes and partyes where 
I hazarded my selfe freely in his Majesties just 
quarrell.* I tooke severall prisoners for whom were 
exchanged some considerable Officers belonging to his 
Majestie, as Colonel Gilby and others." "I was his 
Majesties chiefest guide in the Northerne Expedition 
and he would often call for me by the name of his 
honest guide,* he would employe me into his Enemies 
Armie to discover unto him their strength and posture. 
Wherein I soe pleased him that he would say to me, 
Well Corker, if it ever please God to restore me, thou 
shalt be rewarden*." " I received some wounds in his 
service." " I have had two horses killed under me in 
fight* and how I have requited it let my actions to 
Cromwell's own Major Browne and others testify 
for me." "When his Majestie came with his Scottish 
Armye to Worcester, that we might hinder the then 
present power of all intelligence," " I with two moore" 
"adventured to seize the post packet within ten miles 
of London." 

Then the most serious event happened. 

"I was taken prisoner at Gainsborough and sent 
to Lincoln Castle; from whence Lambert commander in 
chief then against Pomfret castle, sent a party of horse 
for me, to execute me at the same time and uppon the 
same gibbet with Mr. Beaumont, but I unhappily made 
my escape before. 1 say unhappily, because if it had not 
so fallen out, I had died in the best cause and with a 
good conscience." 

It is interesting to note that Corker's son, Abbot 
Maurus Corker, expressed a somewhat similar 
sentiment. Francis Corker's great-grandfather, James 
Corker, had been (25) granted and had accepted Huntwick, 
a part of the possessions of the dissolved Abbey of 
Nostell in Wragby. In a letter dated 4 Jan. 1703-4, 
Edward Corker of Gray's Inn, after a visit to the Abbot 
wrote: -  "Soe zealous was the old gentleman that I 
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remember he tould me when he lay under sentence of 
death [for taking orders from Rome] his greatest com-
fort was that his blood might expiate the guilt of the 
family." 

This incident is dated and to some extent confirmed 
by Nathan Drake's Journal. In the Appendix, Evidence 
relating to the third Siege, it is(") found that, unless 
more than one Mr. Beaumont was executed during the 
war, this must have been Mr. George Beaumont, Vicar 
of South Kirkby, who was apprehended 27 Jan: 1649 
(N.s.) "for holding secret cypher intelligence with the 
enemy," "was tortured to force him to a discovery of 
the cypher and the names of his friends" and on his 
refusal was hanged before the walls of the castle 
previous to 19 Feb. 1649 and buried at South Kirkby 
18 Feb. 1648. 

Corker does not say what his offence was; it was 
probably not in connection with Beaumont's affair, as 
in that case his name would have been, most probably, 
mentioned with that of Mr. Beaumont. 

After his escape from Lincoln he went to Holland 
and in two years "spent that little stock "he had. There 
he obtained from King Charles, a (21) letter dated at 
Brussels, 9 July, 1649, recommending him to the Marquis 
of Ormond, Governor General of Ireland; but 
apparently nothing came of it. 

From Holland he went to Scilly Islands where he 
had subsistence one whole year under the honourable 

Sr. John Greenvile." 
The following extract is from Collectanea Cornu-

biensia by G. C. Boase, 1890, column 1463, tinder the 
heading Governors of Scilly :-" 1651. Sir John 
Grenville, afterwards Earl of Bath, held the islands for 
Chas. I, he capitulated May 1651." So Corker probably 
left Scilly shortly before Grenville capitulated. 

Corker continues :-" From thence [Scilly] I went 
to sea and was there again taken by Adm. Deane and 
sent prisoner to Winchester Gaole where not daring to 
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use my own name to any friend I indured so hard an 
imprisonment for one whole year that I thought a bellye 
full of bread the greatest happiness in the world. From 
thence also I made my escape and got an imployment 
in Sussex where I was not known to teach a poore school 
and (")serve a cure." 

Here he probably took the name of (")John Symonds, 
under which name he later supplied intelligence to 
Thurloe and Morland, and learned the names of some 
of the chief royalists in the county, a30 list of which he 
gave in one of his letters. He may also have become 
acquainted with (")Mr. John Stapeley. 

Corker continues in his 'Humble Address' :-
Thus farr I kept my loyalty and integrity perfect, but 
now begins my fearfull apostasie. About three years 
agoel was taken prisoner the third time in London by 
one 32 Tod a soldier and a messenger of Cromwells, and 
presently carried before Sec. Thurloe, who at first fell 
uppon me with threatenings, objecting to me many of 
my actions and escapes. But at last came upon me with 
a promise of security and reward if I would serve the 
present power as I had done their enemies, to which 
unfortunately and ungraciously [I] condiscended. And 
the first thing put uppon me was to goe beyond seas and 
discover to him in what estate affairs were there, wch 
imployment I more willingly accepted of, thinking that 
if his Matie was in any good condicon I would rtever 
return without him, but finding things not so hopefull 
there as I imagined, I came back againe and bringing 
many lies with me to satisfie Thurloe. I only showed him 
such as came from private hand and were as I thought 
of no moment, and delivered others safely as I was 
directed. After that time I kept intelligence with 
Thurloe by the hand of Mr. Morland." 
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CORKER'S LETTERS OF INFORMATION TO MORLAND AND 

THURLOE. 

There are over a dozen of these letters in the 
Rawlinson MSS. Vols. A. 1-67 in the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford and most of them are printed in the Thurloe 
State Papers, Vol. 1. "Mr. Corker has been with me 
this morning" occurs in a letter from Morland to 
Thurloe. Only one is signed "Corker." One is 
endorsed " Crs paper." Another is endorsed " Mr. 
Symonds, recd 10 March 1657." One is signed "John 
Symonds." Many are signed "Symonds." The one 
signed "John Syrnonds" is endorsed "Corker." In 
Thurloe Papers they are all headed "from Mr. Corker." 
One is dated "July 9th [t657] ."  All the others are 
undated. In the Rawlinson MSS. the letters are indexed 
under "Corker, Francis, alias John Symonds; a spy 
employed by Thurloe." In this index the earliest letter 
is given a date "Dec. 1656" and the last " 11 May 
1659." 

These letters, even in precis, fill over a score of 
foolscap MS. pages. Apparently they convey a vast 
amount of information of great value. As most of the 
letters are undated, it may he suggested that some of 
it was stale news. Only a specialist on the period could 
assess their real value. 

However, a short comparison between the claims 
he made in his appeals and the information in his letters 
may be interesting. 

He claims that Morland and he "did often agree 
that wee would never have an hand in any mans blood." 

Corker states that he "had noe great acquaintance" 
with Dr. Hewitt. Yet one letter consists almost wholly 
of information obtained from him and five other letters 
mention him, and Dr. Hewitt was beheaded. 

He claims to have "found means to procure the 
escape" of Charles Davison. But in two letters he 
gives information about this man and in another, 
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curiously enough, he twits Morland with the remark 
"Davison gave you an handsome slip but is still about 
the city." 

He claims to have" never betrayed above 5 persons." 
The letters point to quite the opposite. They give 
damning information about many persons. Take the 
case of Polden whom he frequently mentions. In one 
of his later letters Corker informs Morland where 
Polden one of the greatest enemies to Mr. Secretary's 
person" is lodging and suggests that Mr. Secretary 
should send particulars "whether he shall be taken 
alone, or with some others of his comrades." And 
Polden was taken and imprisoned in the Tower. 

In one letter he gives two lists of "Active 
Cavilliers "; in one, for Yorkshire, there are 53 names; 
many of these men were with him in Pontefract and 
probably most were already well-known royalists; in 
the other, for Sussex, there are only 11 names, headed 
by Mr. John Stapeley; for, he says, "my acquaintance 
only relating to two counties, viz., Yorkshire and 
Sussex." 

In his Appeals, Corker defends himself against 
being" accused for a conference with Mr. Stapley." But 
he names him as above and in several letters mentions 
Commissions from Charles Stewart to Mr. Stapley, for 
him to deliver to whom, in Sussex, Mr. Stapley chôoses. 

He claims that he did not reveal "Gär.diner's plot 
against Cromwell's person." In this particular case he 
may be correct; but in several letters he gives full par-
ticulars about plots to murder His Highness. He claims 
to have "conveyed severall sums of money" " for the 
Kings business." This .may be also true. He says "I 
.purposely waved my acquaintance with the Cavalier 
party." . Yet most of the letters give information about 
Charles Stewart and the Cavaliers and their intended 
movements, particularly to and from abroad. 

Among other things in his letters, he gives 
intelligence of :—a design to surprise Windsor Castle, 
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particulars of an intended landing of a large force from 
abroad, of "a plott discovered amongst yourselves at 
Whitehall," of meetings to be held at various places, a 
"revolt of a frigot in the Thames" and many other 
things. 

So that the only possible conclusion is that Corker's 
letters must have given much useful information against 
the royalists. 

And it is surprising that his Appeals were successful, 
that he was pardoned and restored to his benefice. 

But who is fit to be the judge? After having just 
escaped the gallows, heard of the torture of his fellow 
condemned prisoner and been captured a third time, 
what would you or I have done under the circumstances? 

THE ADVOWSON AND VICARAGE OF BRADFORD, 1615-67 

WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO FRANCIS CORKER. 

In Hoiroyd's Coilectanea Bradfordiana, p. 152, the 
"Close Catalogue of the Vicar of Bradford for this 
'period is as follows :-

Time of How 
Institution. Vicars. Patrons. Vacated. 
1615 John Oakel [p. 156, Okell] Francis Morrie (Maurice] By death. 

Francis Phillip [Phillipps] 
1639 John Kempe, Clerk Charles the First Same 
1640 Edward Hudson, Clerk Same Same 
1642-3 Francis Corker [B.A.] Clerk [blank] Same 

During the Civil Wars: Mr. Blazet, Ordained Minister. 
Jonas Waterhouse, M.A., Minister. 

Then Francis Corker, until his death. 
1667 ' Abm. Brooksbank, Clerk, A.M. Mary Maynard, 

Jonas Waterhouse. By death. 

This catalogue is substantially correct; except that 
it is now known that the vicarage was not voided by 
Hudson by death; but how he voided it is still a question. 

Bryan Dale in Bradford Antiquary, New Series, vii, 
1902, gives a good account of the Ministers of Brad-
ford during the Puritan Revolution, and adds the name 
of Jeremy Collier as 'Minister at Bradford' about 
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1650; but very little seems to be known about him. 
James gives a good deal of information, most of 

which is reprinted by Holroyd; it is, however, rather 
disjointed. 

The Institution Act Books at the Archbishop of 
York's Registry give little further information. They 
have been searched from 1632 to 1670, and only three 
institutions to Bradford found for this period, viz., 22 
July, 1639, John Kemp was instituted to the Vicarage 
of Bradford vacant by the death of John Okell. 17 
September, 1640, Edward Hudson—vacant by the death 
of the last incumbent. 17 April, 1667, Abraham 
Brookesbank, M.A.—vacant by the death of the last 
incumbent. 

In 1922, Mr. J. M. Maltby lent me a typescript copy 
of an 18th century copy of a document in the Cart-
wright Memorial Hall at Bradford, entitled 

In Trespass and Ejectment. 

SAMUEL ESSON JONAS WATERHOUSE 
plaintiff. 

Though the locality of the original is unknown, it 
may be accepted as authentic. It is a very important 
document, as it gives many dates and particulars 
previously unknown. 

It is in four parts, none of which are dated. How-
ever, since it is known that the Order in Council for 
the release of Francis Corker is dated 28 March, 1661 
(n.s.), and that the last part of the document states 
that" Corker left ye place untill about 2 months since"; 
this part must have been written about May, 1661. 

The first part, headed "Statement of (")Defendant's 
Case" is :-

"The plaintiff declared yt one ffrancis Corker XXmo 
April Xlllmo Carolus secundi Rx [1661] demised to 
ye plaintiff one med. 3 acres of land 3 meadows & 
3 pastures cum(34) pestinencio in Bradford to hold to 
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to ye plaintiff from ye XVth of Aprill last past during 
3 years next following, by virtue of which demise ye 
plaintiff entered & was possessed until ye defendant 
ejected him to ye plaintiffs damage of .Ex 
The defendant pleads Lease entry & ouster confessed 
by rule of court." 

The later statements show that these were glebe lands. 
From the date of the lease and allowing time for 

the necessary negotiations, the date of Corker's return 
may be placed.as about 7 April, 1661. 

Evidently Esson was anxious to become, or continue, 
tenant of these lands which, down to that time, had 
been in the possession of Waterhouse. Also he and 
his lawyer must have considered it important to take a 
lease quickly from Corker, although the latter's title to 
the vicarage was very much in dispute. 

The second part, "The plaintiffs Lessor supposed 
title " is :-

"King Charles ye 1st XXImo Martii Anno Regni 
sui. XVIImo [1642] presented ye said Corker to ye 
viccaridge of Bradford by ye cession of ye last 
Incumbent [Hudson] then being vacant & to ye Kings 
presentation (35)plene jus spectans. The said Corker 
(36)pretends-he was accordingly instituted & inducted 
& received the profitts 12 .months." 

The defendant, Waterhouse,- resists Corker's claim, 
and in the third parr headed "The dëfendant's answer 
to ye title aforesaid " states 

". First that ye King.had no right to present but that ye 
patroonadge was then in one Sir john Maynard Knt 
of ye Bath & if ye I'ing had right yett yt ye Church 
was full of one Edward Hudson, whom ye said King 
ye 4th of September in ye XVIth years of his raigne 
[1640-had presented to ye said viccaridge & was 
instituted [17 Sept. 1640] and inducted accordingly 
and performed ye cure and received ye profitts for 
the space of 8 months & yt Hudson dyed .not above 
4 months since soe, that Corker came in upon a 
substition [? substitution] the Church being full of 
Hudson & therefore no cession which is the ground 
Corker's presentation." 
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(37)" J. Weddell" was "to prove ye coppy of Hudson's 
presentation," and "Rchd Green" and "Mr. Bently" 
were to prove that "Hudson read his Articles." 

From this it is clear that Hudson did not die till the 
early part of 1661. 

Waterhouse resisted Corker's presentation on two 
counts; one, that the King had no right; the other, that 
Hudson was still in possession. But if Corker's pre-
sentation was invalid, so was Hudson's. These points 
are argued in the fourth part which gives the history 
of the advowson. It is the longest part and will be 
given in summary. 

It is headed "The Truth of the Case," and states 
that King James on "3 Feb. in ye 10th year of his 
Raigne," 1613, granted the Rectory and advowson of 
Bradford to " Maurice and Phillips," that they on "22th 
June Xlllmo James" 1615, granted the same to "Sir 
Thomas Middleton Kiit. & Hugh Middleton(") Citizen 
of London," that Hugh Middleton on 30 Aug. l9mo 
James" 1621, released his right to Sir Thomas, that 
he, now Sir Thomas Middleton Baronet on "7th Aug 
Anno XXI James" 1623, granted the same to his 
daughter Mary Middleton, that the said Mary married 
Sir John Maynard "who had presented severall to ye 
viccaridge of Bradford & was reputed patron all his 
time until ye aforesaid Hudson gott a presentation from 
the King & gott himself instituted [17 Sept. 1640] and 
inducted by surprisall before Sir John had (39)notice of 
the death of Mr. Kempe." 

"Nevertheless Sir John presented one Mr. 
Woolf all." This presentation apparently came to 
nothing; he is not mentioned in the Close Catalogue or 
by Bryan Dale. 

Sir John commenced some litigation against the 
Archbishop of York and against Hudson; but in neither 
case did it go far. Hudson does not appear to have 
defended his claim with any vigour, and "Corker with-
out giveing any notice to Sir John Maynard came in 
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pendente lite and how Hudson avoided ye place is the 
question." 

It still is a question how the vicarage became void of 
Hudson. It is difficult to understand how, if Hudson's 
presentation was held to be invalid, Corker's presenta-
tion was allowed. Hudson apparently let his claim go 
by default without actually resigning. 

Then "Hudson cast an essoyné in Easter terme 
XVIImo Charles I [1641] & Corker was presented in 
March Following, then ye warres comeing on Corker 
left ye place untill about 2 moneths since & now is 
returned & hath gained the Pulpit, but ye defendant 
[Waterhouse] who hath officiated in ye place for nine 
years last past & hath performed the cure & having a 
presentation from ye said Lady Maynard (Sir John 
being dead) Hudson being alsoe dead keepes possession 
of the said vaccaridge house & crofte by the appoyntrnent 
of the said Lady Maynard." 

This is the end of the document. 
We find that Waterhouse came into the vicarage 

about 1652, rather (40) earlierthan previously supposed, 
as he is not described as minister in 1653. It will be 
noticed that there is no claim that Waterhouse was 
instituted and inducted. Apparently he held the vicarage 
at the pleasure of Lady Maynard. 

It is very probable that for eighteen years the return 
of Corker was not even contemplated. So when he did 
so and claimed the vicarage there were flutterings in 
the dove-cot. As appears by letters quoted by James 
and Hoiroyd, Lady Maynard was in a quandary. She 
evidently did not want to turn out Waterhouse who 
was in possession. But circumstances proved too 
strong for her. The Act of Uniformity came into force 
in August, 1662, and Waterhouse, a Puritan like his 
predecessors "hesitated to conform and was therefore 

ejected."  Só Esson was successful in taking his risky lease, 
and Corker was more so in regaining possession of his 
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vicarage, which he retained until his death in 1667. 
It may be added that Francis Corker did not, as 

Hoiroyd suggests on p. 163, come of a Bradford family. 
His great-grandfather and grandfather were of 
Huntwick in the parish of Wragby, and he himself was 
baptised at Wragby. Charles Corker, whose wife was 
buried at Bradford in 1643, may have been Charles, 
son of Robert Corker, of Manchester (from whom the 
writer descends), who was a brother of James, father 
of Francis Corker, the fighting parson. 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 
(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 

(19) 

(20) 
(21) 

(22) 
(23) 

(24) 

Parish Registers. 
M.S. letter of his son, the Abbot. 
Venn's Alumni Cantab. and letter from Mr. Gray, Master of Jesus. 
Thurloe State Papers, in one of Corker's letters of information, 
Vol. i., p. 707. 
Hunter's Minor Gentry of Yorks. ed. J. W. Clay, Vol. iv., p. 1265. 
Diet. Nat. Biog. 
Case of Esson v. Waterhouse. 
Letter from Mr. E. Thompson. 
James's History of Bradford with continuations and additions, 1866. 
Hoiroyd's Collectanea Bradfordiana, 1873. 
Corker's Petition to the Lieutenant of the Tower in Holroyd's 
Collect. 
Corker's Humble Address to the King in Domestic State Papers, 
Pub. Rec. Off., Vol. 33. 
Nathan Drake's Journal of the Sieges of Pontefract. Surtees 
Society, Vol. 37; 1860. 
Thurloe State Papers, Vol. i., p. 711. 
Eleventh Report of Historical MSS. Commission, Append., pt. vii., 
1888. 
Thurloe State Papers, vol. i., p. 714, from Rawlinson MSS., 
Vol. xlii., p. 357. 
It is just possible, though not probable, that the Corker Coat-of-
Arms may be somewhere in the Church. They are. Arg. a lion ramp. 
az. and two hearts in chief gules. See a grant in Journal Cork 
list, and Arched Soc., July, 1894, pp. 153-4. There is a tradition 
that, at some time, the name was spelt Cor-cor, or Coeur-coeur. 
Bryan Dale. Perhaps this was one of the Acts of Indemnity. 
It has not been traced. 
Retrospective Review, 1827, reprinted in Hoiroyd's Collectanea. 
The original document has not been found. It is not in Thurloc 
State Papers. 
Domestic State Papers, Charles ii., in Pub. Rec. Office, Vol. 33, 
fol. 164, re-numbered 27, 28. 
Case of Esson v. Waterhouse. 
Bryan Dale in Bradford Antiquary, New Series ii., 1905, p. 362. 
Holroyd, p. 157. 
Surtees Society, Vol. 37, 1860. 
Most of these extracts are taken from the Petition to the Lieutenant. 
The three passages between* are omitted in the Humble Address to 
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the King. It just happened that there was another Francis Corker 
in Pontefract about this time; he was a second cousin. Will of 
Francis Corker was proved July, 1646. York unregistered Wills. 

(25) M.S. Letter of his son, the Abbot. The Wills of this James Corker, 
1573, and of his widow, Elizabeth, are printed in Yorks. Archeologa. 
Soc.; Journ., Vol. 28, pp.91-2, 1926. in an article by Maj.-Gen. T. M. 
Corker The Inquisition P.M. of James Corker has also been 
found and copied. 

(26) pp. 104-5. 
(27) Holroyd, p. 158. 
(28) This passage is - from the Humble Address; "serve a cure" does 

not occur in the Petition to the Lieutenant. The Registrar of 
Chichester Diocese is unable to find any confirmation.. 

(29) Thurloe State Papers, Vol. i. 
(30) Id. Vol. i., p. 710. 
(31) Vide post. 
(32) Jodd in Petition in Holroyd. 
(33) Is this an error for Plaintiff's? And again at the end of this 

paragraph. 
(34) ' Pcstincncio' seems to be an ei ror for ' pertinencio' or 'pertinencia.' 

The latter word with the meaning 'appurtenance' has been found 
in a 1773 edition of Ainsworth's (unabridged) Dictionary. The 
final '0' would be correct if the gender had been changed to 
masculine. But in English it it usually in the plural. 

(35) Fully regarding legal authorities. 
(36) Claims. 
(37) Probably a Bradford attorney. Holroyd, p. 161. 
(38) Compare "To the citizens of London" in Holroyd, p. 157; a small 

but important difference. 
(39) Sir John Maynard was of Tooting, Holroyd, p. 157; hence the delay. 
(40) Holroyd, p. 162, and Bryan Dale. 
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THE SETTLEMENT OF RYECROFT, 

IN TONG 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

INTRODUCTION 

THE settlement, or group of domestic and farm 
buildings, known as Ryecroft, in the Domesday 
manor of Tong, lies a little to the east of Holme 

Lane, about half a mile down this lane from Tong 
Street to the hamlet of Holme. This cluster of build-
ings is typical of others in the vicinity of Bradford. 
Such groups cannot even be termed hamlets; but 
though they are not extensive enough for this 
description to be applied to them, they sometimes 
possess a history worthy of placing on record if only 
as a contribution to the history of the township or 
manor in which they are situate. Especially is this so 
when, as in the case of Ryecroft, a substantial house 
is in existence. 

Although there is no house at Ryecroft earlier in 
date than 1669, the place is mentioned in the thirteenth 
century. At some time prior to the year 1228 Henry 
de Horbirie was Rector of Birstall, and during the 
rectorship of Richard de Birstall, from 1228 to about 
1268, there was a confirmation of a grant by Richard 
to Henry of certain corn tithes in the parish of Birstall. 
This grant was to remain valid until Henry obtained 
some other benefice. These tithes arose out of the two 
chapeiries of Birstall, namely, Cleckheaton and Tong, 
the latter place in former centuries being within the 
parish of Birstall. The corn tithes from the Tong 
chapeiry issued from lands at Hulm (Holme), Ricroft 
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and Sculabroc (Scholebrook).' This is the earliest 
reference to Ryecroft I have seen. 

THE FAMILY OF NETTLETON 

The principal family associated with Ryecroft was 
one named Nettleton, and an account of the place is, 
of necessity, also one of this family. When they 
settled there we know not. There was a John Netilton 
living at Scolebruk when he made his will on June 1, 
1457.(2) This is the first occurrence of the name in the 
lordship of Tong so far found. From deeds, parish 
registers and wills it appears that in the fifteenth, 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Nettletons were to 
be found in the following townships besides Tong : - 

Alrnondbury, Bierley, Birkenshaw, Drighlington, 
Earisheaton, Eccieshill, Mirfield, Oakwell, in the parish 
of Birstall, Thornhill Lees, Wibsey and Wyke. The 
Nettleton family of Wyke owned lands at Morley Carr, 
in Low Moor, township of North Bierley; and another 
branch of the family lived at Parkhouse, also in Low 
Moor, soon after the dissolution of the monasteries. 
This latter estate was formerly a possession of the 
Abbot and Convent of Kirkstall. It is difficult, there-
fore, to say from whence the Nettletons of Ryecroft 
came, as holders of the name were settled in many of 
the neighbouring townships. 

The 'family continued to be represented in Tong, 
as an entry in the Tong marriage register, under date 
November 19, 1550, shows. (3) This is followed by 
several other entries in the sixteenth century; but it is 
not till the year 1612 that evidence of a Nettleton 

(1) Cradock, H. C. History of the Ancient Parish of Birstall, 1933, 
p. 207. 

(2) Proved at York, September 2, 1457. He was buried at Birstall. 
Calendar of Wills, Yorkshire Archaeological Society's Record 

Series.  (3) Marriage of William Whitehead and Mary Nettleton. This is the 
earliest Nettleton entry, and it occurs in the first year of the 
register. 
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association with Ryecroft occurs. This was Christopher, 
who followed the occupation of a tanner, his tannery 
forming part of the Ryecroft premises. He was 
buried at Tong on July 8, 1613. His will, which is 
dated December 20, 1612, is similar to others of that 
time in that he bequeathed certain articles of furniture 
and hustlements. For example, to his third son, 
Francis, he gave his iron range, cupboard and table, 
with the seats belonging to the latter, all of which were 
in the 'house-body,' or main hail, as we should term 
this apartment. He also gave to Francis one stand 
bedstock, which was in the overchamber. The iron 
range, an important part of the furnishings of a house 
of the period with which we are concerned, was often 
bequeathed to a son. It was a loose firegrate which 
stood in the chimney. With regard to the household 
furniture, the cupboard, table and seats were the usual 
furnishings of the principal room of a house such as 
that occupied by Christopher Nettleton. The cupboard 
would probably be one which accommodated vessels for 
table use, most of which would be fashioned in pewter. 
The furniture would be constructed of oak, for of such 
timber were nearly all pieces of furniture made in the 
time of the testator. The ' stand hedstock' was, of 
course, a bed which, since it was in the overchamber, 
would probably be the " second best" one: it was cus-
tomary then for the best bed to stand in the parlour, 
the room next in importance to the house-body, or 
'house.' 

Christopher Nettleton gave to Henry, his eldest son, 
a inessuage and lands at Owicotes, in Pudsey, which, 
in accordance with the terms of the will, descended to 
John, second son of Christopher. The testator also 
mentions his brother, Henry, who died in 1635. With 
regard to Henry Nettleton's family, particulars of it 
appear in the Nettleton pedigree which I have compiled, 
where also is mentioned James Nettleton, of Ryecroft, 
husbandman, who died in 1633. Although James lived 

UtL 
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at Ryecroft and his children were baptised at Tong 
contemporaneously with those of Christopher, it is 
impossible without proof which, unfortunately, wills do 
not afford, to state whether he was a brother of 
Christopher and Henry. 

The family of Batt, of Oakwell Hall, must have 
owned Ryecroft, for we find that on March 31, 1632, 
Henry Batte, of London, gentleman, conveyed to 
Richard Hopkinson, of Birkinshaye, yeoman, the capital 
messuage called Rycrofte, then or late in the tenures 
of Henry and Francis Nettleton. Two other messuages 
in Tong, occupied by James Nettleton and Abraham 
Kitchin, were also conveyed to Hopkinson. It appears 
that these four occupiers had had a lease of their 
premises from Richard Batte, and that an ancient rent 
was reserved. 

Christopher Nettleton had several children, but it 
is the Francis of the last deed with whom we are now 
concerned, as he lived at Ryecroft. He was baptised 
at Tong on March 20, 1602, and in course of time 
followed his father as proprietor of the tanhouse. In 
1641 he was a joint feoffee of a house and lands at 
Cockan, in Clayton. (4) He then lived at Ryecroft in a 
house on the site of the one to be described, which was 
built by his son, Christopher. 

An inspection of Ryecroft has failed to reveal any 
evidences of a tannery; there are no tanpits, nor hark-
house, for example, though both are mentioned in the 
will of Francis. A field, however, marked on a plan 
of the estate made in 1839, was called Barker Ing, and 
from this reference it is deduced that this little field 
would be the place where the barker prepared his bark 
for the tanpits. It would be there where the harkhousc 
would stand, in which building the bark was stored, for 

(4) Bradford Public Reference Library: Ferrand MSS., Series A, 
no. 189. 
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according to the will of Christopher Nettleton, of Oak-
well, tanner, dated June 4, 1569, he bequeathed, among 
other things, "the bark that lyeth in the barkhouse." 
(Were the Nettletons of Ryecroft descended from this 
Christopher, also a tanner, of the nearby township of 
Birstall? It is possible, as Henry Nettleton's children, 
Christopher and Henry, were not baptised at Tong, as 
the pedigree subjoined shows). The stock-in-trade of 
Francis Nettleton would be small and simple, consist-
ing of tools, hides, oak-bark and a number of vats. 
After the hides had been soaked in water they were 
treated with lime to remove the hair, and it is of interest 
to note that a century ago a lime-kiln stood in proximity 
to Ryecroft. 

On February 13, 1653, Richard Hopkinson granted 
to Francis Nettleton the capital messuage at Ryecroft, 
together with several other buildings and outbuildings. 
The premises had lately been in the joint tenures of 
Francis and his grandfather, Henry Nettleton, but at 
the time of the purchase by Francis he was the sole 
occupier. The deed recites that Ryecroft and other 
lands were late granted to Hopkinson by Henry Batte, 
late of London. Two rents were reserved out of the 
premises, one being an annuity of 131i. 16s. 8d., 
issuing forth of the capital messuage, to Tempest 
Cordingley and his heirs, and the other a yearly rent 
of 8d. due to the lords of the manor of Tong. One 
of the witnesses to this transaction was Christopher 
Nettleton, son and heir of Francis. Ryecroft was now 
the property of the Nettleton family, but, as we shall 
shortly see, it was sold sometime between 1653 and 
1661 to William Swaine. 

The will of Francis Nettleton, who was buried in 
the churchyard of Tong, to the south of the church, on 
January 13, 1661, contains no information of import-
ance. Whilst Francis was living in the old house at 

(5) Vide nioiìuincntal inscription. 
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Ryecroft, his eldest son, Christopher, was tenant of 
Shayfield, or Shawfield, in Tong. Shayfield is mentioned 
in deeds, belonging to Viscount Allendale, of Bretton 
Park, Wakefield, dating from 1565 to 1657(6); and in the 
latter year it was in the occupation of Christopher 
Nettleton. 

We come now to the building of the principal house 
at Ryecroft by Christopher Nettleton in 1669. The 
house is like many other West Riding yeomen's 
mansions built in the days of the Stuart kings. It 
contains a house-body, or central hail, which, in com-
mon with the same apartment in other houses of the 
period, faces south. This room receives light through 
a mullioned and transomed window containing two tiers 
of eight lights in each. This window is loftier than 
many one sees; it extends from the level of the ground 
floor windows to the base of those on the upper floor. 
An interesting feature of this apartment is the balcony, 
containing the original oak balustrade, round two sides 
of the room. The fireplace in the hall is of great width, 
considering the date of the building. With regard to 
the elevation, there are no ornamental details, such as 
finials; and only a slightly projecting porch breaks the 
main front. This porch is not in its original state; the 
apex is missing, and the roof, in consequence, is flat. 
A date-stone is contained in the porch and on it are 
cut the initials and date " C. N. I., 1669." These are 
the initials of Christopher Nettleton and Judith, his 
wife. Before her marriage she was Judith Swaine, 
daughter oi William Swaine, a wealthy tanner of 
Bradford, who had purchased "the ancient homestead 
of the Nettleton family, with considerable out-buildings 
and tan houses, . . . of Francis and Jonathan 
Nettleton." By his will this property passed to Judith, 
his daughter. (7) 

(6) Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society: Local Record 
Series, ii., 1931, pp. 58-60; edited by the writer. 

(7) The Bradford Antiquary, Part xxii., 1927, p. 42. 
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On November 24, 1670, Christopher Nettleton 
executed a deed whereby he enfeoffed William Swayne, 
of Bradford, tanner, and Richard Nettleton, of Earls-
heaton, gentleman, of the newly-built dwelling-house at 
Ryecroft, and of the undermentioned premises there: 
the east end of the barn, namely, the threshing floor, 
a house or building called the Farrbarkhouse, one bay 
of building at the east end of a waynhouse, so much 
of a fold so far as the old house and barn did extend, 
and eleven closes of land, together with liberty through 
a parcel of ground called the Green for the watering 
of cattle at a spring, as well as liberty to fetch water 
and wash clothes at a well springing in a close called 
Welicroft. The feoffees were to hold the estate to 
the use of the feoffor and his wife, Judith, for life; 
afterwards, it was to be held by Christopher, their eldest 
son, with remainder to William, their second son, and 
in default of issue, with remainder to Francis, their 
third 

Christopher Nettleton, the builder of the house, was 
buried at Tong on October 5, 1693, when he was suc-
ceeded in the tanning business by his eldest son. He, 
Christopher, was living at Ryecroft with his mother 
when he leased to her certain rooms and parts of the 
buildings and premises already named for the term of 
sixty years. From this lease we learn that his mother 
was to have the house-body, the buttery, the cellar, the 
great parlour at the west end of the house-body, the 
chamber over the parlour and the oven-house. This 
deed also mentions a nearby farm known as Stead 
Farm. That Judith Nettleton had an interest in this 
farm at her death is indicated in the inventory of her 
goods, which is given in the Appendix to this paper. 

The new owner of Ryecroft was either in financial 
difficulties, or he required more capital for his business, 

(8) This and many other deeds used in preparing this account of 
Ryecroft have been lent to me by Mrs. H. F. M. Tempest, O.B.E. 
of Tong Hall, to whom my thanks are hereby tendered. 
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or he wanted to be married, for, on March 29, 1694, 
he borrowed, on the security of his estate, 2001i. of the 
Reverend Joshua Goodall, Vicar of Hunsingore, near 
Ribston, Yorkshire. Probably he needed the money for 
setting up house, as, three weeks after receiving it, he 
was married to Martha Cordingley at Tong Chapel, as 
it was then called. Provision was made in the deed of 
mortgage for repayment of the principal and interest 
at the house of Grace Goodall, widow, mother of Joshua, 
situate at Idle, near Bradford.(') Christopher Nettleton 
borrowed further sums of money of Goodall, and by 
1701 he was owing the latter 31511. On March 29, 1703, 
Sir George Tempest, of Tong Hall, baronet,"° came 
to the rescue of Nettleton and discharged the latter's 
obligation to Goodall, which then amounted to 35511. 
In consideration of this sum Nettleton mortgaged the 
estate to Sir George Tempest on condition that he repaid 
the same a year later. Nettleton not only defaulted 
in the repayment of the loan, but on March 29, 1705, 
he borrowed a further sum of money of Sir George. 

The deed which cut off Christopher Nettleton's 
share of Ryecroft is dated December 4, 1707. 
Christopher had repeatedly made default in the repay-
ment of the monies he had received, and the property 
ultimately became by law vested in Sir George Tempest. 
But the latter, before taking possession of the premises, 
added a sum of money to that already due to him, for 
which whole sum Nettleton released and quitclaimed 
his part of Ryecroft to Tempest. Thus one part of 
the Ryecroft settlement passed to the Tempest family, 
to whom, or their predecessors in the lordship of Tong 
manor, it must anciently have belonged. 

Christopher Nettleton, after selling his share of 
Ryecroft, either continued to live at the house 

(9) Was this Rev. Joshua Goodall the founder of the Goodall Charity 
for the benefit of the poor of Idle? 

(10) He was the second baronet. It was he who rebuilt Tong Hall in 
1702, and Tong Church in 1727. 
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built by his father, or near by, for he died at Blolme 
Lane and was buried at Tong on September 12, 1.729, 
being then in his seventy-fifth year.(") William, his 
brother, had died forty years previously, being buried 
at Tong on February 16, 1689. 

With regard to Francis, the third son of Christopher 
and Judith Nettleton, he was described in 1695 as of 
Ryecroft, yeoman. In that year there was a general 
acquittance by Grace Wade, of Ryecroft, widow, late 
wife of Edmund Wade, of Drighlington, to Francis 
Nettleton, whose wife, also named Grace, was the 
grandchild of Grace Wade. In 1714 there was a deed 
of exchange by which Francis granted to Sir George 
Tempest the west end of a barn at Ryecroft, 
adjoining the other part of the barn bought by 
Sir George of Christopher Nettleton. For this Tempest 
exchanged a piece of ground where an old, decayed 
building, called the Far Barkhouse, formerly stood. 
Tempest also granted to Francis liberty to get hedge 
wood, or garcell, in a little wood which was part of the 
premises conveyed to him in 1707. This hedge wood 
was for fencing that part of Ryecroft which was the 
inheritance of Francis, who was also permitted to get a 
moderate quantity of hassell (hazel), sallowe or thorn 
for the purpose of fencing or hedging. 

The last reference to Francis Nettleton, who was 
buried at Tong on July 21, 1729, occurs in 1708-9. 
John Tempest, of Tong, yeoman, administered the estate 
of his deceased wife, Mary, who was the daughter of 
Christopher and Judith Nettleton, and it appears that 
an agreement was made in 1689 that Francis should 
pay to Mary, his sister, then wife of Tempest, the sum 
of 401i. within one year of the death of their mother. 
The latter was buried at Tong on January 27, 1707-8, 
her daughter having predeceased her. Certain lands 

(11) Vide monumental inscription. 
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and tenements were charged with this sum, which 
Francis duly paid to Tempest. 

Nicholas Nettleton, son of Francis, next appears. 
He was baptized at Tong on March 27, 1700, but it 
is not till 1753 that his name occurs in connection with 
Ryecroft. In the latter year he made a will, which, 
however, was revoked by his last one of May 22, 1767. 
In the first one he mentions his nephew, John, son of 
John Nettleton, of Drighlington, maltster. Ten years 
later, on September 5, 1763, Nicholas married Sarah 
Murgatroyd, of Bradford, widow, for his second wife. 

In the will of 1767 it is stated that the testator, 
who was a maltster, had previously settled his Ryecroft 
property to his own use for life. In case his wife, 
Sarah, should outlive him she was to receive an annuity, 
or yearly rent charge, of 61i. out of these tenements. 
He gave all his real estate at Ryecroft and elsewhere 
in Tong to his nephew, Francis Nettleton, of Drighling-
ton, upon trust to the use of John Nettleton, son of 
Nicholas, for life only. From and after the determina-
tion of that estate he gave the premises so subject to 
the rent charge to his nephew, John Nettleton, also of 
Drighlington, and his friend, John Gumersal, of 
Churwell, maltster, in trust to preserve certain con-
tingent estates and remainders. After the decease of 
his son, John, the testator gave the property to the heirs 
male, then female, of John. Failing issue of his son, 
the testator gave the premises to his grandson, 
Nettleton Balme, for life, and to his heirs male, then 
female, with remainder to the heirs of his daughter, 
Judith, who was then the wife of Joshua Balme. To 
his daughter, Judith, he gave an annuity of 81i. for 
life, which sum was to be paid into her hands by his 
nephew, Francis Nettleton. This yearly sum was for 
Judith's sole use and was not to be subject to the debts, 
power or control of her husband. John Nettleton, 
testator's son, was appointed sole executor, and he 
proved the will at York on October 12, 1767. 



I1ebttec of iFtettleton of 1Recroft, in tone, patíßb of 16irtat[, co. poth 
Henry Nettleton = 

bur. at Tong, Mar. 20, 1649. I 

Henry Nettleton = Elizabeth   
bapt. Tong, Apr. 10, 1595; bur. Calverley, Apr. 10, 
bur. Calverley, Feb. 15, 1652. 1643. 

Christopher Nettleton 
of Ryecroft, tanner; bapt. 
Tong, Oct. 19, 1628; 
bur. there Oct. 5, 1693; built 
the house at Ryecroft in 
1669. 

Judith, daughter of William 
Swaine, of Bradford, tanner; 
bapt. Jan. 11, 1628-9; marr. 
at Bradford, June 21, 1654; 
bur. Tong, Jan. 27, 1707-8. 

Christopher Nettleton = Martha Cordingley 
yeoman; marr. Tong, Apr. bur. Tong, May 5, 1743, 
19, 1694; bur. there Sept. aged 73 years. 
12, 1729, aged 74 years. 

Judith Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, July 14, 1695; 
bur. there Dec. 12, 1697. 

Barbara Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Feb. 14, 1696-7; 
bur. there Dec. 5, 1697. 

Christopher Nettleton = 

of Ryecroft, tanner; will 
dated Dec. 20, 1612, proved 
at York, Jan. 4, 1613-14; 
bur. Tong, July 8, 1613. 

Isabel 

Ellin Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Jan. 17, 

Henry Nettleton = Anne   
of Westgate Hill, in Tong; bur. 'long, Oct. 1, 1621, 
bur. Tong, July 6, 1635.  

Anne Nettleton Mary Nettleton = Joseph Crowther 
1584. bapt. Tong, June 19, 1587. bapt. Tong, Oct. 1, 1591; 

marr. tlere Dec 15, 1612. 

John Nettleton 
yeoman; bapt. Tong, May 
6, 1599; afterwards of Owl-
cotes, in Pudsey; bur. 
Calverley, Feb. 19, 1674. 

Francis Nettleton 
of Ryecroft, tanner; bapt. 
Tong, Mar. 20, 1602; will 
dated Jan. 7, 1661-2, proved 
at York, May 28, 1662; 
bur. Tong, Jan. 13, 1661-2. 

John Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, May 16, 1630. 

A daugh er 
living in 1661. 

Mary 

Margaret Nettleton = William Pie 
bapt. Tong, Feb. 5, 1598; 
marr. there May 3, 1625; 
living in 1633. 

Martha Nettleton Samuel Nettleton Margaret Nettleton = Edward Ardsley 
bapt. Tong, Feb. 16, 1604; bapt. Tong, Sept. 20, 1607; bapt. Tong, Apr. 28, 1611; (? Ordsley) 
living in 1612. living in 1612. marr. there June 17, 1629. 

Martha Nettleton Richard Nettleton =   

bapt. Tong, Nov. 4, 1632; bapt. Tong, Mar. 30, 1635. 
bur. there Mar. 19, 1635. 

A daughter 
living in 1661. 

Mary Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, June 4, 1637. 

William Nettleton 
bur. Tong, Feb. 16, 1689 

Mary Nettleton = 

bapt. Tong, Jan. 18, 1681-2; 
bur. there aged 86 years. 

Smalipage Elizabeth Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Sept. 30, 1683. 

Francis Nettleton = Grace 
yeoman; bur. Tong, grand 
July 21, 1729. of Dr 

hild of Edmund Wade, 
hlington. 

Ann Nettleton = William Lee 
bapt. Tong, Nov. 7, 1638. 

Mary Nettleton = John Tempest 
dead in 1708-9. of Tong, yeoman. 

Francis Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Aug. 11, 1641. 

Alice Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Sept. 20, 1601. 

William Darnborough 

Jonathan Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, June 3, 1646; 
bur. there Jan. 26, 1723. 

James Nettleton = Anne   
of Ryecroft, husbandman; will dated Jan. 1, 1633; living in 1633. 
proved at York, Oct. 1, 1635; bur.  Tong, Feb. 28, 1633. 

bapt. 
marr. 
living 

4t 1 
Ellin Nettleton 

Tong, Dec. 27, 1602; 
there Sept. 2, 1630; 
in 1667. 

Martha Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Oct. 4, 1679. 

Ann Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Nov. 20, 1684. 

William Nettleton =   

yeoman; bapt. Tong, 
Dec. 17, 1690. 

Francis Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Oct. 6, 1728. 

John 
of Drighlington; ba 
Jan. 22, 1692; bur. 
Sept. 9, 1766. 

John Nettlet 
bur. Birstall, June 
aged 42 years. 

cttleton = Hannah 
t. Tong, 
Birstall, 

n Henry Nettleton 
', 1770, bur. Birstall, Aug. 5, 1761, 

aged 32 years, 

Loue Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Mar. 15, 1694. 

Mercy Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Feb. 23, 1696. 

Mary Darnborough 

yeoman; bapt. Tong, 
1767; proved at York 
1767. 

= Robert Darnborough 
of Scholebrook, in 
Tong, tanner; will dated 
Apr. 22, 1667.  

John Darnborough 

Nicholas IN = 1. 
Mar. 27, 1700; will dated May 22, 
Oct. 12, 1767; bur. Tong, June 4, 2. 

Judith Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, May 29, 1732. 

bapt. 
marr. 

living 

Isabel Nettleton 
Tong, Feb. 8, 1606; 
there Apr. 29, 1628; 
in 1633. 

James Darnborough 

= Thomas Settle James Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, May 10, 1618; 
living in 1633. 

Mary   
died Aug. 26, 1761, aged 58 years; bur. at Tong. 
Sarah Murgatroyd, of Bradford, widow; 
marr. Tong, Sept. 5, 1763; no issue. 

John Nett ,on = Ruth 
bapt. Tong, July 30, 739; 
bur, there June 1, 1775. 

Judith Nettleton = Joshua Balme 

Issue 
(See Pedigree of Balme) 

Grace Nettleton 
bapt. Tong, Apr. 27, 1743; 
bur. there June 6, 1743. 
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Nicholas Nettleton, who had sittings in the fifth pew 
in the south row in Tong Chapel in 1731, was buried 
there on June 4, 1767. His first wife, Mary, died on 
August 26, 1761, aged fifty-eight years. John, their 
son, was buried on June 1, 1775; he must have been 
married, for there was a child of his, Mary, who died 
an infant in 1774. These few particulars bring to a 
close the Nettleton family's ownership of part of 
Ryecroft, which thenceforth became a possession of the 
Balme family, some of which, through the marriage of 
Joshua Balme with Judith Nettleton, bore Nettleton as 
a baptismal name. There are descendants of this 
marriage living, one of whom, a London and Bradford 
wool broker, bears Nettleton as a christian name. 

THE FAMILY OF BALME 

Until Nettleton Balme attained his majority and 
succeeded, under his grandfather's will, to the family's 
estate at Ryecroft it would be administered by his 
parents, Joshua and Judith Balme. Joshua, a maltster 
and son of Abraham Balme, of Tyersal Gate, in Tong, 
died on August 5, 1819, at the age of seventy-seven 
years, he being baptised at Tong on April 19, 1742. 
Judith died on October 7, 1810, aged sixty-seven years, 
and was also buried at Tong. They had eight children, 
of whom Nettleton was the eldest. There is no occasion 
to burden this account with facts relating to the younger 
children as they do not concern Ryecroft. 

Branches of the Balme family were settled in neigh-
bouring townships, including Birstall, Bowling and 
Horton, in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
Ancestors of Joshua Balme were witnesses to deeds in 
1659, 1660 and 1673, which relate to messuages and 
lands in the lordship of Tong. 12 

John Nettleton having died without issue in 1775 
the property descended to Nettleton Balme as tenant 

(12) Bradford Public Reference Library: Manuscripts collection. 
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for life only. In a redemption of land tax certificate, 
dated June 22, 1799, we find that his estate in Tong 
comprised divers messuages, tenements, cottages, malt-
kiln, barn and fifty acres of land. 

On March 23, 1815, a deed of four parts was 
executed, two of the parties being Nettleton Balme, 
rnaltster, and his son, John Nettleton Balme, of Birstail, 
woolstapler. This son was tenant in tail male in 
remainder of the Ryecroft estate under the will of his 
great-grandfather, Nicholas Nettleton, and the purpose 
of this indenture was to destroy the estate tail in 
remainder so vested in the son, and all other limitations 
subsequent thereto. It appears that in 1815 there were 
various conversations amongst the members of the 
family as to the settlement of the Ryecroft estate and 
the barring of the entail which, apparently, was effected 
by the deed mentioned. The son was then desirous of 
being married and of going into business on his own 
account. Nettleton Balme gave his son a sum of money 
as capital for his business; altogether, he gave this 
son, John, a considerable amount of money, some of 
which he borrowed. On July 29, 1815, he secured from 
Richard Hodgson, of Whetley, in Manningham, esquire, 
2,000li. on the security of his Ryecroft estate. 
Ultimately, the son died indebted to his father in what 
was believed to be a big sum of money. 

The will of Nettleton Balme, dated May 29, 1838, 
was afterwards the subject of much legal argument into 
which we need not go. He gave all his plate, linen and 
books to and equally between his daughters, Mary, wife 
of William Whitby, of London, gentleman, and Martha. 
As to his buildings and lands, he gave these to his 
friends, Daniel Maude, of Manchester, barrister-at-law, 
and Joseph Priestley, of Wakefield, esquire, and to his 
son, Jeremiah Nettleton Balme, upon trust to sell after 
his death. The testator died on September 11, 1838, 
at the age of seventy-three years; his wife, Mary, pre-



NETTLETON BALME 

1765-1838 

From the oil taint-

ing signed "Beechev" 

Reproduced by courtesy of 

John Nettleton Baitne, Esq. 
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deceased him by ten years, she dying on December 22, 
1828, aged fifty-six years. 

The pedigree of the Balme family which I have 
compiled shows John Nettleton Balme, eldest son of 
Nettleton Balme, to have had issue, his son and heir 
being Charles, who migrated to London and set up in 
business as a wool broker. Apparently he was suc-
ceeded in this business by his sons, one of whom was 
Nettleton. This Nettleton Balme had six sons, one 
being John Nettleton Balme, who is a partner in the 
firm of wool brokers known as Balme and Thomas, of 
London, Bradford and Liverpool. 

Nettleton Balme, son of Charles, died in 1906, and 
in his lifetime he was possessed of a portrait of his 
great-grandfather, Nettleton Balme, a reproduction of 
which appears on the opposite page. The story of this 
picture makes an interesting family chronicle which, I 
hope, will not be out of place here. When Nettleton 
Balme, son of Joshua and Judith, was failing in health, 
about a hundred years ago, his daughter, Mary, wife 
of William Whitby, conceived the idea of bringing to 
Ryecroft a " first-rate" artist to paint her father's 
portrait unknown to him: he had frequently refused to 
have his portrait painted. The artist duly came and 
did the work, painting his subject as the latter sat by 
the fireside. According to a family letter, the sitter 
was in the view of the artist, who was in an adjoining 
room, and thus, apparently, Nettleton Balme was 
unaware that his portrait was being put on canvas. 
When the work was finished it was shown to the old 
man, whose only remark was, "This is our Mary's 
doings." Mrs. Whitby retained the original picture, 
of which two copies were made, one for her younger 
sister, Martha, and the second one for her brother, 
Jeremiah Nettleton Balme. The second one(") was 

(13) A photograph of this copy, for reproduction, has been kindly 
supplied to Inc by Mr. J. Nettleton Balnie, of London. 
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bequeathed to Matthew Balme, of Idle, by Mrs. George 
Rogers, whose first husband was Jeremiah Nettleton 
Balme, of whom a portrait, in the form of a marble 
bust, is in Boiling Hall Museum and is reproduced here. 
The Balme coat of arms and motto, Fortiter et Recte 
(" Bravely and Rightly ") are noticeable features of the 
illustration. From Mary Balme, daughter of Matthew, 
the painting ultimately passed into the possession of 
Nettleton Balme, of London. His widow, Mrs. Eliza 
Balme, was anxious to determine, if possible, the author-
ship of the portrait, as it, as well as, apparently, the 
other two, was signed " Beechey." It was thought that 
it might have been the work of Sir William Beechey, 
R.A. This, however, would appear to be impossible, as 
this artist, who died in 1839, the year after the death of 
Nettleton Balme, at the age of eighty-six, was one of 
the leading portrait painters of his time. His subjects 
were George III and the lords and ladies of his Court ; 
in fact, he had a studio in Buckingham Palace. It is 
hardly likely, therefore, that Beechey would accept a 
commission to travel to Yorkshire to paint the portrait 
of an obscure country gentleman when historical 
personages were coming to him with commissions. If 
the signatures, " Beechey," are genuine, then the only 
explanation one can offer is that the portraits were the 
work of one of Sir William's sons, three of whom were 
painters. One of them, George, was a portrait painter, 
and as he flourished between 1820 and 1855 it is 
possible that he was responsible for the portrait of 
Nettleton Balme. He may have been known to the 
latter's daughter, Mrs. Whitby, who, since she had 
married a London gentleman, would, presumably, live 
in the metropolis. 

Although the estate was not sold till 1856 it would 
seem that the trustees lost no time in attending to the 
will of Nettleton Balme. There is a plan of the Rye-
croft property, dated 1839, in Boiling Hall Museum, 
Bradford, and this, apparently, was made when the 



JEREMIAH NETTLETON BALME 

1807-1857 

From the marble bust in Boiling Hall Museum, Bradford 
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estate was offered for sale at the Talbot Hotel, Brad-
ford, in that year. On it is marked the field called 
Barker Ing, a name reminiscent of the days when the 
tanning industry flourished there, before it was dis-
placed by malting in the eighteenth century. 

CONCLUSION 

There is very little more to say about Ryecroft. The 
mortgage already mentioned was still in force in 1856. 
As we have seen, the property was mortgaged to 
Richard Hodgson in 1815; afterwards it was assigned 
to Francis Sharp Bridges, of Little Horton, in the 
parish of Bradford, then to Mrs. Mary Bacon, (14) also 
of Little Horton, in whose will, dated July 18, 1845, it 

is mentioned. Another and final assignment of the 
mortgage was made, this time to the Bowling Iron 
Company. It had not been redeemed by December 31, 
1856, when the Ryecroft estate, including mines and 
minerals, was purchased by the Company. The pur-
chase price included, of course, the sum of 2,5001i. due 
on mortgage. When the premises were conveyed in 
1856 the house built in 1669 was divided into two 
dwellings, and adjoining were barns, mistals, stables, 
gig-house and other outbuildings. 

The house built by Christopher Nettleton in 1669 
was purchased in two tenements in 1929 by the present 
owner and joint occupier, Mr. Fred Rhodes, who has 
since kept it in good condition, as may be seen by the 
illustrations given here. I cannot close this historical 
account of Ryecroft without acknowledging my own, 
and the Society's, indebtedness to Mr. Francis V. Gill, 
who has provided most excellent photographs for the 
illustrations. These views form an interesting pictorial 
record of this local seventeenth century homestead. 

(14) Daughter of John Balme, of Little Horton, callimancoe maker, 
who died on February 9, 1802. 
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APPENDIX 

A True Inventory of the goods and Chattels of 
Judeth Netteilton, of Rycroft, in Tonge Lordship, 
Deceased, praised and valliued by us whose names are 
heareunder writen. January 30th, 1707.° 

£ S. d. 
Imprimis her purse and of parill ... . 1 10 00 

In the parler 
one bed with beding and a foot chist 2 00 00 
one litell turell bed 0 02 00 
one chist ... 0 03 00 
one chist of drawers ... 0 12 00 
one cubard with a sowed hinger ... 0 08 00 
one meall arke ... 0 08 00 
one other chist ... ... ... 0 06 00 
one wood benke and a litell bord ... ... 0 02 00 
and lower selled chares ... ... 0 06 00 
one range and grate 0 03 00 

Item 
thre quishings with wood frames ... .. 0 03 00 
fower sowed quishings ... ... .. 0 04 00 
one silver cann and a silver sponne .. 3 14 00 
one diper tabell cloth and 18 napkins ... 0 06 00 

In the house body 
one longe tabell with 2 firmes and a wood 

banke ... ... ... 0 15 00 
six seelld chares and two throwne chares 0 11 00 
one litell tabell and fower stowells 0 01 06 
one iorne drping pan ... 0 05 00 
one range 0 12 00 

(15) Bradford Public Reference Library: Manuscripts collection, box 3, 
case 41, no. 4. This inventory informs us of the furnishings of 
those rooms set apart for the use of Judith Nettleton, widow of 
the builder of the house in 1669, during her widowhood. 
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£ S. d. 
Item 

two spits and iorne rakes ... ... ... 0 04 06 
one iorne fire shoule, two pare of tonges, 

one iorne fire poite, and striking bill, and 
2 choping bill, one iorne jacke, and 
smothing iorne ... ... ... 0 04 03 

two brace ladells and a brace candellsticke 0 01 00 
one brace pot and a litell 'brace pann and one 

iorne pann ... ... ... ... 0 06 00 

Item 
five sowed quishings and 3 sett quishings ... 0 02 08 
one backon flicke and 5 befe flickes ... 1 07 00 

Item one brandrid of iorne, befe forke, two 

Item two standing rakes of iornes ... ... 0 02 06 
pot houks ... ... ... 0 01 00 

In the Butery 
one round tabell and six bufites and a 

glascase ... ... 0 10 00 
Item one chist ... 0 05 00 

Item one safe ... 0 05 00 

Item seaven stone and a halfe of puther att 
seaven pence a pound in all is 3 10 00 

Item In the Chamber over the parlour 
one bed with beding and hingers 3 00 00 

Item on round tabell 0 10 00 

Item six arched chares 0 14 00 

Item eight arched chares 0 11 00 

Item two bufits ... ... ... 0 02 00 
Item In the chamber over the Butrey 

one bed with beding 0 10 00 

Item one bed with out beding 0 06 00 

Item one chist ... ... 0 08 00 

Item one arke ... ... 0 06 00 

Item one parcell of otes thrashen ... 1 04 00 

Item one parcell of hay ... 1 00 00 

Item one parcell of otes in the stacke 

Item one parcell of pease in the stacke .• } 6 00 00 

Item two cows and one calfe ... 4 00 00 

Item one ould gelding with furniture 0 10 00 
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Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

Item 

one fann of wood with out clothes 

thre new sacks and thre ould sacks 

one coulter ... 

one shilfed wane 

one coup wane 

two wane nases 

severall wood vessell and other 
huselment 

fower stone in the seller 

eight days worke of wheat and a half 

the good will of Stead ifarme 

The tottall summe of this piasall is in all 

Item two harrows and a stone trough 

The tottall is 

Item a dung hill 

S. d. 

o oi 00 

0 09 00 

0 02 00 

0 15 00 

2 00 00 

0 02 00 

0 17 00 

0 03 00 

8 10 00 

3 10 00 

12 00 00 

00 05 00 

55 06 11 

01 05 00 

56 11 11 

more cousering [?consering] the wheat 03 10 00 

60 01 11 

[Signed] Jonathan Nettleton, Richard Tempest, 

John Hargraves, Joseph Lambert. 

GLOSSARY 

Parill: Wearing apparel. 
Turell [Trundle] bed: A 

small bed set on wheels or 
castors so that it could be 
easily moved. 

Benke, Banke: A bench. 
Selled, seelid chares: Chairs 
with panels or ' ceilings,' 
as distinct from chairs 
with open-work or per-
forated backs. 

Arke: A tall box-like chest, 
usually of oak, to contain 
meal or, sometimes, 
articles of value. (See 
example in Boiling Hail 
Museum). 

Quishings: Cushions. 
Diper: Diaper. 
Throwne chares: Chairs 
with back and legs turned 
in a lathe. 



John Balme = 

of Horton, ph. Bradford; callimancoc maker; bapt. Tong, 
June 23, 1734; died Feb. 9, 1802. 

Eliabeth Balme 
bapt. Tong,Apr. 11, 1737. 

etce of it3atni of 1Recroft, in tone, patíb of U3irtatt, co. Lorh 

Hannah Balme 
bapt. Tong, Oct. 4, 1739. 

Abraham Balme 
f Tyersal Gate, Tong; 
eoman. 

Joshua Balme 
ong, Apr. 19, 1742; 
g. 5, 1819; bur. Tong. 

bapt. 
died A 

John Balme 
died unmarried, May 28, 
1815. 

Mary Balme 
of Little Horton; will dated 
July 18, 1845. 

Nettleton Balme Mary 
maltster; bapt. Tong, July 7, 1765; inherited Ryecroft died Dec. 22, 1828, aged 5Ó 
estate under will of his grandfather, Nicholas Nettleton; years; bur. Tong. 
will dated May 29, 1838; proved at York, Jan. 15, 1839; 
bur. in Tong Church, Sept. 17, 1838, 

Bacon 
of Coventry. 

Elizabeth Balme = Samuel Broadley 

Joshua Balme 
of Cross Hills, ph. Kildwick. 

Abraham Balme =   

of Northowram in 1845; 
dead in 1851.  

Abraham Balmc Joseph Balme 
living in 1851 living in 1851 

S 
d 

rah Balme 
ad in 1845. 

Judith, daughter of Nicholas 
Nettleton, of Ryecroft; bap. 
Tong, Apr. 27, 1743; marr. 
there Nov. 20, 1764; died 
Oct. 7, 1810; bur. Tong. 

George Balme 
living in 1845. 

Abraham Balme = 

bapt. Tong, July 9, 1744; 
afterwards of Bowling, ph. 
Bradford. 

John Balme =   

John Balme 

Mary Balme 
bapt. Tong, Sept. 28, 1746. 

Other Issue 

Anne Balme = William Stephenson 
of Bradford. 

Elizabeth Balme 
(Betty) 

died unmarried. 

Francis Balme Elizabeth West, of Redhill Farm, Dudley Hill, Bradford; 
niece of Whitaker, alinanack printer; brought up by 
Thomas Atkinson, clerk of Leeds Parish Church; died 
1846; bur. Bierley. 

Henry Balme 
of London; 

bur. St. Clement's Danes; 
died unmarried. 

Matthew Balme = Mary 
bapt. Tong, Dec. 1, 1751; died Sept. 7, 
of Cutler Heights, in Tong; 45 years. 
died Apr. 19, 1810.  

James Balme 
died Feb. 6, 1812, aged 34 
years; bur. Tong. 

Da 
died A 
bur. To 

William Idalme Hepworth 
of Birkdale Park, Southort, doctor of medicine; 
died Oct. 23, 1880,  aged] 61 years; bur. Tong.  

801, aged 
Sarah Balme 

bapt. Tong, Aug. 28, 1753. 

iaris Balme = Joseph Hepworth 
r. 18, 1844; of Park Lodge, Idle. 
ig, aged 44. 

‚III 
One son and three daughters 

Mary Balme - 

died Sept. 26, 1826, aged 55 
years; bur. Tong. 

  Nor 'hrop, 
of Pudsey. 

Other Issue 

Hannah Balme 
died unmarried 

July 23, 1845, aged 58 years; 
bur. Tong. 

Thomas Atkinson Balme = Ann   
of Lofthouse. I  

John Nettleton Balme = Jane,. dan. of William Hirst 
of Birstall, wool stapler; of Gomersal, woollen 
marr. in 1815. manufacturer. 

Mary Balme 
born 1798; marriage settle-
ment dated June 4, 1832; 
presented portrait, in marble, 
of her brother, Jeremiah, to 
Bradford Art Gallery in 
1880. 

Charles Balme = Sarah Bramley Isabella Balme 
of London, wool broker; = 

died 1876. - Appicyard 

Charles Balme = Marion, daughter of Isaac 
wool broker; died 1928. Holden Crothers, of Croix, 

Nord, France. 

V William Whitby, 
of London, gentleman; 
4 married 1832. 

2.   Yates 
(no issue). 

Martha Balme -   Bills, 
born 1800; of Manningham, of Lincolnshire. 
Bradford, spinster, in 1856. 

Other issue settléd 
at Liverpool. 

Nettleton Balme Whitby 
living at Bradford, 1856. 

Jere iah Nettleton Balme = 

of Lèds, wool stapler; born 
at R'ecroft, June 21, 1807; 
died, without issue, at Glou-
ceste, Nov. 28, 1857; bur. 
Tong monumental tablet in 
west wall of Tong Church; 
his Aridow marr. for her 
secon1 husband, George 
Rogers, of Harrogate. 

Francis Balme = Em 
after a period in America 
he settled at Wakefield. 

4 
Arthur Bairne = Agnes, daughter of Isaac 
living in 1936 Holden Crothers, of Croix, 

Nord, France. 

y 

William Nettleton Balme 
Captain; died unmarried 
Oct., 1832, when on his way 
home from the 'West Indies; 
bur. in one of the Sorrel 
Islands. 

Mary Balme = John Wright George Balme =   Hester Balme 
died unmarried. 

Abraham Balme 

Thomas Balme =  

of Lofthouse, farmer  
Albert Francis Balme =   

Fanny Balme = Dr. Wrigley 
died 1934. 

Jane Balme = T. W. Wiley 
died 1932 

Eveline Balme = S. D. Greig 
living in 1936. 

Mabel Balme = \. T. Boodle Nora Balme = P. Jeffrey 
living in 1936. living in 1936. 

Sybil Balme = P. R. Whittington 
living in 1936. 

Charle. Balme 
died 11935. 

George Baline = Lily Wright 
niece of John Wright, 
supra. 

Jessie Balme == Y. Middleton Todd 
living in 1936. 

Matthew Balme 
of Idle; born July 8, 1813; 
friend of Richard Oastler, 
and active worker for the 
Ten Hours Bill; bur. at 
Calverley, Aug. 29, 1884. 

Thomas Balme = Bessie - 

Edward Balme 
drowned at Scarborough. 

Abraham Balme 
cotton dyer; living in 
Manchester, 1925. 

Sarah Catherine Balme Archibald Balme 
died 1882 living in 1936 

Mary, daugh 
Milner, of B 
and Mary, 
of Michael 
Denholme; 
House, Bolt 
Calverley, N 
aged 51 year' 

Mary Balme* 
born 1843; died at Bradford, 
Jan. 27, 1932. 

Rebecca Balme 
died young 

er of Joshua 
adford, tailor, 
is wife, dau. 
Horsfall, of 
ied at Ivy 
n; bur. at 
iv. 12, 1866, 

died young. 

Elizabeth Balme = Sam4tiel Priestley 
born May 24, 1819. 

Nett eton Balme = Eliza, daughter of Isaac 
of Chislehurst, Kent, wool Holden Crothers, of Croix, 
broker; born 1855; fellow Nord, France. 
pupil of Cecil!'bodes; died 
Nov. 18, 1906. 

Nettleton Balme 
died 1895. 

John Nettleton Balmcj' =   

of London, wool broker; 
living in 1936. 

Issue 

Edward Nettleton Balme 
died 1918, 

* Miss Mary Balme supplied information which has been incorporated in this pedigree. She gave a collection of papers concerning the Ten Hours Movement 
'I' Mr. John Nettleton Balme has furnished facts relating to his immediate family connexions. 

Archibald Nettleton Balme 
of Canada, engineer; living 
in 1936. 

to the Bradford Public Reference Library. 

Francis Nettleton Balme George 
of Rhodesia; living in 1936. 

Nettleton Balme 
ied 1914. 

Annie Christian Balme = A. B. Gordon-Graham 
living in 1936. 
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Firmes, Forms: Long, mov-
able seats. 

Stowells: Stools. 
Shoule: Shovel. 
Fire poite: Poker. 
Choping: Chopping. 
Brace: Brass. 
Flicke: Flitch. 
Bufites: Buffets. 
Puther: Pewter. 
Coulter: A ploughshare. 
Huselment: Small house-

hold goods or chattels. 
Chist: A chest, or coffer, 

often placed at the foot of 
the bed. 

Prasall: Appraisal. 

Drping pan: Dripping pan; 
perhaps the small can used 
in collecting the final 
milkings, that is, the 
drippings. The drippings 
are considered to be much 
richer than the first milk. 

Smothing: Smoothing. 
Backon: Bacon. 
Brandrid: An iron frame-
work placed over a fire 
on which to rest utensils 
for cooking; a brandrith. 

Coup wane: A wain, or 
wagon, with closed sides 
and ends, used for carting 
lime, etc. 



THE REVEREND JEREMIE COLLIER, M.4. 

INCE my paper on Stott Hill Hall was published(') 
two facts, which confirm a statement then made 
concerning the Rev. Jeremie Collier, of Brad-

ford, have come to my notice. Both are contained in 
the Diaries of the Rev. Oliver Heywood.(') At the 
time of writing the paper I considered Jeremie to be 
the brother of Josias (Josiah) Collier, of Yeadon, who 
was baptised at Guiseley Parish Church on June 15th, 
1595, and buried there on February 19th, 1676-77. 

An entry in Heywood's diary dated January 24th, 
1676-77, about four weeks before Josias Collier's death, 
records a talk which the diarist had with "Josiah 
Collier (82 years of age), Mr. Collier of Bradfords 
brother. "4 The other entry, which also tends to prove 
that Jeremie Collier, Master of Arts and "Minister at 
Bradford,"(') was a member of the ancient family of 
Collier of Yeadon, is as follows: "Timothy Collier that 
came from Heddon [Yeadon] in Guisely parish dyed 
at Widow Brooksbanks in Shelf under Dr. Threaplands 
hands of a cancer, March 1, carryed home dead in a 
horse litter March 2, 1690-91, aged 69, nephew to Mr. 
Collier of Bradford."(® On turning to the Guiseley 
Parish Registers(') I find that Timothy Collier was 
baptised at Guiseley on August 25th, 1622,8 and buried 
there on 'March 4th, 1690. Unfortunately, the 
baptismal entry does not state his father's name. 

The fact that the prefix "Mr." is always used when 
writing of Collier of Bradford denotes that Heywood 
was referring to a person of superior education, such 
as a clergyman, who was also a graduate; and as, in all 
probability, there was only one man of the name in 
the religious annals of Bradford we may conclude that 
the diarist was referring to Jeremie Collier, "preacher 
of God's word at Bradford,"(") who lived at Stott Hill. 

W.R.  

(1) The Bradford Antiquary (New Series), Part xxv, 1932, pp. 193-215. 
(2) Edited by J. Horsfall Turner. 
(3) The Bradford Antiquary, ante., p. 195. 
(4) Diaries, Vol. iii, P. 177. (5) Bradford Parish Church Registers. 
(6) Diaries, Vol. ii, pp. 157, 158. 
(7) Edited by W. E. Preston and Dr. J. H. Rowe, 1913. 
(8) Ibid., p. 114. (9) ibid., P. 221. 
(10) Bradford Parish Church Registers. 



TuorsiAs TROUT, the elder. 

Postmaster of Bradford, 1779-1814. 



THE BRADFORD MAIL DURING 300 YEARS. 

A. E. TROUT. 

p
ERHAPS the earliest records of definite charges 

paid for the carriage of Yorkshire letters are 
contained in the Accounts of the Chamberlains 

of York about Edward II.'s reign. 

"1472. To a messenger of the Earl of Warwick bringing 
a letter to the Mayor (John Thrisk) concerning the 
taking of Burden . . . 3s. 4d." 

"1474. Paid for the expenses of Peter Conke, Serjeant, 
riding from York to Doncaster to the Lord Duke of 
Gloucester, with a letter from the Mayor, 2s. 6d., 
and paid to the same Peter, as a reward, by order of 
the Mayor, for his labour done in that behalf, 8d., and 
paid Reginald Brockholes, bowyer, of York, for amends 
and satisfaction to him, for his horse, being hurt and 
damaged in the journey of the same Peter Conke 
13s. 4d." 

Considerations of space forbid any notes other than 
those directly bearing on Bradford postal history, but 
the writer's annotated collection, shown before the 
Society on December 4, 1935, contains many hundreds 
of postal documents, letters, etc., covering 350 years. 

The Justices of the Peace of the Bradford area, 
writing from Bradford, March 14, 1631, certify to 
measures being taken for the relief of the poor and the 
supply of corn within Bradford and Haworth. Again, 
on July 24, 1632, they nominate six persons held to be 
fit to sell tobacco in Bradford. How these letters (now 
in the Public Record Office) travelled, I do not know, 
nor whether there was a "post house" keeper then in 
Bradford, but being official, were doubtless sent by 
Government messenger from "Post" to "Post." 
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The formation of the modern British Post Office by 
Thomas Witherings in 1635, with its scale of fixed 
charges for the conveyance of letters by the State 
Posts, and the institution of a monopoly for such pur-
pose, brought the transport of letters directly under 
Government control, in so far as their transit over main 
"post roads" was concerned, instead of being con-
veyed, as early letters show, by a "riding sargeant," 
a "poor man from Lincoln," "Thomas Hobman," etc. 

Of course, this scale of charges of 1635 only applied 
to places on the post roads, transit beyond being left to 
haphazard methods and extra charges being incurred. 

Edmund Prideaux, appointed "Master of the 
Posts," in 1644, immediately gave notice there would be 
a weekly conveyance of letters throughout the country, 
but though he worked hard, it was long before any-
thing like this promise was carried out effectively. 

My next record of Bradford correspondence is in 
1674. Cartwright Hall has many letters(') which have 
passed through the Bradford and Halifax Post Offices. 
A letter from Bradford, January 11, 1674, to "my 
honoured brother Wm. Horton, Esq." (at Barkisland, 
near Halifax) reads: " I desire you to send me by this 
bearer, my man, five pounds and you will much oblige 
your most affectionate bro. Alexander. Butterworth. I 
pray you fail me not." 

At this time there were no deliveries from the offices, 
neither was there any postal communication between 
one part of London and another. There was only one 
receptacle for letters in the whole of London, i.e., at 
the G.P.O. in Lombard Street. Houses were not 
numbered and it was difficult for those who had letters 
to deliver to find their destination. Here is a typical 
address: "For the Rt. Hon'ble the Lady Compton, 
next door to Mr. Massy's, Wachmaker, in Charles St., 

(1) Horton MSS. etc. 
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near St. James' Sq., London." Another, from a Brad-
ford letter of 1731, was from "Mr. Cooke, Bartlett's 
Buildings, over against Hatton Gardens, in Holbourne, 
London." 

About 1680, Richard Murray's idea of a local Penny 
Post in London was brought to fruition by William 
Dockwra. The story of this Penny Post, first under 
private enterprise and later under State management, 
though interesting, cannot be told here. Dockwra is 
said to have been the introducer of Postmarks for can-
celling letters, but Government examples of earlier date 
are in Cartwright Hall, and the writer's collection. 

An example of Dockwra's Postmarks is on a Brad-
ford letter of 1706 in the local Reference Library, 
showing it first passed through the Penny Post, and 
then the General Post, whose postmark it also bears. 

The state of the roads in these early days was 
shocking, and many records and enactments show this. 
Long after the Highways Act of 1691 (which stated 
that no causeway for horses should be less than three 
feet in breadth, nor any cartway leading to a market 
town less than eight feet), the causeway formed an 
important feature of the roads. This causeway or 
bridle-path ran down the middle while the margin on 
either side was little better than a ditch, and being 
lower than the adjoining soil, and at the same time 
soft and unmade, received and retained the sludge. 

Let us make quite clear that all letters passed 
through London, distances being reckoned accordingly, 
and charges based thereon. Letters, too, were charged 
as single, double or treble (i.e., with enclosures) and 
per ounce. The writer's collection contains many 
examples of these to and from Bradford and other 
Yorkshire towns, with charges running as high as 3/-
each. In common with others, the Bradford postmaster 
had to "candle" his letters (i.e., examine by candle-
light) for enclosures. 
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THE BRADFORD OFFICE IN 1702. 
Our earliest reference to the Bradford Office itself 

(apart from letters we have mentioned) is in the days 
of Queen Anne (1702-14) when Mr. Rawson, an 
attorney, contracted with the Postmaster-General for 
the conveyance of all letters between London and Tad-
caster, Settle, and other northern towns.'') The grant 
was for three years, and the revenue produced was 
about £1,470 per annum—a good figure for those days. 
In 1705, the office is stated to have been situated behind 
the Manor Hall, re-erected in that year by Mr. Rawson. 

Many letters which passed through this office 
between 1700 and 1735 can be seen in the Bradford 
Reference Library and Cartwright Hall; chiefly 
addressed to Mr. Samuel Hemingway, first of Apperley 
Bridge and later of Bradford. Most of them have a 
small London postmark, and the postage, from 3d. to 
7d., is endorsed on them. But there is no Bradford 
postmark. This feature is absent from all incoming 
Bradford correspondence of the 18th century. Several 
letters from York, 1713/4, are endorsed "per Ferry-
bridge" post paid 3d., showing they had travelled that 
route along the Great North Road. Here are typical 
addresses: "For Mr. Samuel Hemingway, Attorney att 
Law, at Apperley Bridge, nigh Bradford, with speed, 
car. pd." "For Mr. S. Hemingway, Attorney att Law, 
Leave this at the Post House in Bradford in Yorks 
p. 4d." "For Mr. S. Hemingway, or in his absence to 
Mr. John Cockroft, Attorney at Law, in Bradford." 
"To Mr. S. Hemingway, at Apeley Brige, near Brad-
ford. Ferrybridge p. pd. 3d." 

Some letters of 1713 have passed from Mr. John 
Buck, Bradford "To Mr. Hemingway, an Attorney at 
Law, att Apperley Bridge, p'sents." Here, again, 
outgoing letters bear no local postmark until the 19th 
century, and unless postage is endorsed upon them it 
must be presumed that some, at least, have passed by 
illicit means. 
(2) See illustration in Scruton's Pen and Pencil Pictures of Bradford. 
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Other local letters between 1700 and 1760 bear 
London postmarks of the time usually circular with an 

AP 
abbreviated date 05 and postage is penmarked in 

figures except in the case of letters privately carried. 

Daniel Defoe, writing about 1722, (" Tour through 
  Great Britain ") describes the crosspost from 
Plymouth to Hull passing through inter alia Halifax, 
Bradford, Leeds, and York, because of the importance 
of the West Riding trade. 

After Rawson, no postmaster's name has come to 
our notice before Mr. Enouy. We know not what date 
he was appointed, but in 1779 he desired to resign, as 
shown in an official letter from Anthony Todd, Esq., 
Secretary to the Post Office. 

By this time, letters had become divided into four 
classes, exclusive of the, London Penny Post, i.e., 1st: 
London letters; 2nd: Country letters; 3rd: Bye or 
Way letters; and 4th: crosspost letters, e.g., 1st: Brad-
ford to London; 2nd: Bradford to Brighton, via 
London; 3rd: Bradford to a town short of London; 
and 4th: Bradford to Hull. Charges over and above 
the legal postage were general. Not a single letter 
passed between Yarmouth and the Great North Road 
without a charge of 3d. as postmaster's perquisite; 
round Chesterfield the inhabitants paid for every letter 
received in no case less than 2d., and in some instances 
as much as 4d., in addition to postage. And so it was, 
all over the kingdom, with variations as to the amount. 
At Bradford, as late as 1829, an Inspector's report 
shows the charge was then as low as a half-penny. 
Later we shall refer to official local delivery charges. 

Originally, letters were dealt with at the Post-
house keeper's, naturally the village inn, but by now 
the office was separated from the inn and was usually 
kept by a shopkeeper or tradesman. The letters them-



166 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

selves were carried by post-boys on horseback, and 
though some of them would even die in defence of their 
trust, some were scoundrels, sometimes in league with 
highwaymen, who for years infested the roads. 

Thomas Trout was born in 1744 in the village of 
Arksey, near Doncaster. In 1764, having served a 
local apprenticeship he went to Wycombe, into the 
household of Lord le Despenser (Postmaster-General, 
1766-1781) who resided there. In 1774, he went to 
London, presumably as a postal servant, and, having 
received in 1779 a letter of appointment from the 
G.P.O. Secretary, announcing the resignation of Mr. 
Enouy from the Bradford Office, he removed there. 

General Post Office, 
June 23, 1779. 

Mr. Trout. 
His Majesty's Postmaster-General having been pleased 

to appoint you their Deputy of Bradford instead of Mr. 
Enouy, who has desired leave to resign, you will set out 
for that pla'ce so as to be there by the 5th of July in 
order to take charge of the business on the commence-
ment of next Quarter, and Mr. Wilkinson, the Surveyor, 
who is on the spot, will give you every necessary 
Instructions. 

I am also to inform you that the State of your Duty 
and Allowances will be as follows, viz. :-

.E S. d. 
For conveying the Mail to Halifax every 
Sunday, Monday, Friday and Saturday 
nights and back the next morning, 8 miles 21 6 8 

*For extra expenses at Halifax advanced since 
by my Applycation ... ... ... 10 8 0 

For carrying the Branch Mail three times a 
week to and from Skipton ... ... 40 0 0 

Salary for Office Duty from the General Office 46 0 0 
Ditto from the Bye Letter Office 46 0 0 

153 6 8 

*163 14 8 
*Added by Mr. Trout. 



For Thomas Trout, Bradford, POSTMASTER'S LICENCE, September 8th, 1779. 
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Allowances to be paid to the following Sub-
Deputies— 

To Settle, for conveying the Mail 
three times a week to and from 
Kirkby Lonsdale ... ... 36 0 0 

For Office Duty ... 6 0 0 

To Skipton, for conveying the 
Mails three times a week to 
and from Settle 

For Office Duty 
32 0 
60 

0 
0 

To Kirkby Lonsdale for convey-
ing the Mails three times a 
week to and from Kendal ... 24 0 

For Office Duty ... ... 6 0 

To Cross Hills for conveying the 
Mails three times a week to 
and from Burnley through 
Come 

For Office Duty 

To Burnley for conveying the 
Mail three times a week to 
and from Blackburn through 
Padiam 

For Office Duty 

0 
0 

30 0 
40 

0 
0 

24 0 0 
400 

To Come for Office Duty ... 4 0 
Ditto from the Bye Letter Office 2 0 

0 
0 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

42 0 0 

38 0 0 

30 0 0 

34 0 0 

28 0 0• 

To Keightley ... 600 
6 0 0 

To Bingley ... .... 2 0 0 
To the Sub Deputy of Kildwick 2 0 0 

Ditto of Gargrave 2 0 0 
Ditto of Padiam 2 0 0 

343 6 8 

Two letters from the P.M.G. to Mr. Trout in 1780 
show the friendly feeling existing between them, as the 
following extracts show: (1) " . . All well at Wycombe 
and sends their good wishes and hopes you and Mrs. 
Trout are well and that all goes on well with you to 
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make your lives happy. . . ." (2) ". . . Your office 
is reckoned a good one, we have not many better. . . 
These letters are franked by Lord le Despenser and 
postmarked "Free "in red, according to the franking 
system then prevailing. 

For some time Mr. Trout continued the office in 
Millergate (Wood Street)(') and later at an address 
unknown as tenant under a Mr. Duffield. 

The first mailcoach journey—with armed guards— 
introduced at the instigation of John Palmer, a postal 
reformer, was between Bristol and London, 2/8/1784, 
and the system was shortly extended to the other main 
roads, for the greater speed and safety of the mails. 
Though petty pilfering from the box occasionally 
occurred during the absence of the guard, not a single 
instance of a mailcoach robbery by highwaymen was 
recorded in the first twelve years. Far different was it 
with the horse and crosspost mails—robberies being 
frequently attempted. 

Some correspondence of Mr. Trout's shows that 
Bradford was not long left behind, and a new state-
ment of costs was drawn up in 1789 evidently owing 
to mailcoaches being run on some of the roads in the 
Bradford area. This statement omits the £46 from the 
Bye Letter Office, Mr. Trout thus drawing £46 from 
the General Office only, unless a separate statement was 
made of which we have no record. The Halifax work 
was also removed, and conveyance of mails to Leeds 
was added, but taken off again the next year. Other 
savings, by re-arrangement of duties, etc., made the 
total cost in 1790 £282/4/0. 

Mr. Scruton 3 places Miss Elizabeth Gwynne as 
Postmistress about 1790/9, but not the slightest 

(3) A letter of 20 March, 1730, for Bury, Lancs., is definitely endorsed 
"by Bradford Bagg," thus indicating the service and route at that 
period. 

(4) Pen and Pencil Pictures of Bradford, 
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evidence is adduced, and as we shall show, Mr. Trout's 
documents and correspondence cover the whole period 
from 1779 to 1814, hence the statement cannot he 
accepted; the only possibility is she may have been at 
some office in the vicinity, or may have been at Brad-
ford before Mr. Enouy. 

Mr. Trout's papers include a book endorsed 
"Purchase, Repairs, etc., Book, Post Office, Bradford, 
1789," and this gives the purchase price of premises, 
and rebuilding, as £466/9/2. There is also a Horse 
Post Time Bill for 1790, Bradford to Keighley. 

Turnpike roads now began to be made. A toilbar 
house still exists at Leylands Lane corner, on Toiler 
Lane. An Act was required for each Turnpike, which 
provided for the appointment of Trustees "for the 
surveying, ordering, amending, and keeping in order 
the said road . . . . and they . . . . shall and may 
erect . . . . a Gate or Gates, Turnpike or Turnpikes, in 
or across any part of the said Road and also a Toll-
house . . . . and shall receive and take the Tolls and 
Duties following, before any Horse . . . . Coach . 

or other Carriage whatsoever shall be permitted to pass 
through the same." 

A Tolikeeper was bound to have the gates open for 
the Mail to go through. If he neglected to do so he 
was liable to 40/- fine, and punishment in proportion 
was meted out to carriers and others if they did not 
instantly "give the road" to the Mail. 

Other local documents of this period are a Country 
Licence, April 30, 1793, to Mr. Trout, Post Office 
Keeper, for hiring horses to persons travelling "Post," 
also various Bonds of 1796/7 describing him as Post-
master. 

On July 4, 1797, a new Licence was issued, con-
firming him in the position. As they were issued for 
three years (vide those of 1702 and 1779) it would 



170 THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

appear they were renewed from time to time. This 
one is differently worded from that of 1779. 

Postage, which was very heavy, was seldom pre-
paid, and the Postmaster was not always sure of getting 
paid by his customers. Mr. Trout was an unconscious 
humourist. "Received of Martin Dawson in 1804 for 
letters from 1790 to 1793 but not till summonsed him, 
the . . . . £2/2/5. But what made me defer so long 
was his promising to pay Bowling Green Debt £1/7/6 
and his quota for rent when I had law for additional 
rent 6s. Od." "Money lent him in my house when on 
his drunken tricks, viz. August 1793 and November 
1794, 3s. Total £1/16/6, but now, never expect any-
thing. December, 1806, T.T." 

His "Repairs" account under date 1792 includes 
"Paid Dixon 7th Aug. for whiting mine and Mason's 
house-end 12s. Od. N.B. Was long about it, suposes to 
deceive, and a deal ol drink." "Latter end of 1794 
Nephew Robert T. and self did it all in one day." 

In his MSS. notes on Bradford History Mr. 
Scruton credits Mr. Inkersley (a later Postmaster) with 
commencing a "Private Box" system in 1836 (after 
further discovery he predates this to 1831). The 
system was, however, in existence, unofficially, in 1798, 
and Mr. Trout may well be the originator of the system, 
any earlier reference in the country being unknown to 
me. His memo book contains the following, the last 
entry definitely stating " for his letter case." 

1798 January, for Extras or New Year Gifts. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Mr. John Bentley 

(2 years) 
Mr. Clayton 
Mrs. Wickham 
Mr. Garforth 

continued 

Mr. Leadons 
5 0 (Ij years) 7 6 

10 6 Mr. Hind ... ... 10 6 
10 6 Messrs. Hustler 

1 1 0 and Peckover 10 6 
Mr. Duffield ... 10 6 

nearly so till January 1805. 

(5) In Reference Library. 
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1805. 
Received of 

Mrs. Wickham 
Mr. Duffield 
Mr. Peckover ::: 
Messrs. Jarrett 

and Co. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
T. Garforth, Esq. 1 1 0 

10 6 J. A. Busfield, Esq. 1 1 0 
10 6 Ogden & Co., Shelf 1 1 0 
10 6 josh. Crumpton, Esq. 10 6 

J. Leavens, Esq. ... 5 0 
10 6 

"Josh Field paid man's bill but not the 10/6 as agreed 
for extras for his Letter Case in January 1805 when he 
intnd. to discontinue going to York." 

Mr. Ogden wrote (undated): "As his clerk has left 
him shall be obliged if Mr. Trout will keep an account 
of his letters to be paid for Monthly or Weekly." Mr. 
Garforth was still running an account in December, 
1814. Peckover, Francis & Co. remitted a guinea from 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, January 15, 1812. (Compare these 
names with Mr. Inkersley's Lists—in Reference Library 
from 1831 to 1844). 

The Accounts for Riding Work paid out by Mr. 
Trout from 1798 to 1813 are fortunately preserved. 
They show, for example, that from April, 1799, to 
April, 1800, he paid to G. Smith £80/16/4. Here are 
also a few interesting extracts— 

"Cr. 1802. Paid Expenses to Leeds with Skipton and 
Settle bags as Joseph would not go." (Was it bad 
weather or was Joseph afraid of highwaymen?) 

"Cr. 1802. July 9: paid boy for several journeys when 
yr. own was lamed, 2s. 6d." 

"Dr. 1804. From Tuesday, 30th October, to Tuesday, 
25th December, 1804, being 8 weeks at £1/11/2 and one 
day inclusive or about 4/61 per day, but from the close 
of above will pay 5/- per day, Carrington to pay me 
3d. per day out of his profits, and self to make up the 
Post." 

1804. March 9: Paid Belcher in my office for Chaise 
after the Blaze on paying him Post Horse Bill to help 
Mailcoach. He had 2/6 to send me change." 

Many little sidelights crop up in these enteries— 

"Dr. 1805. Paid Sam the Horstler the above . . . . in 
Duckett's Warehouse, January 9. 1 balanced with 
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Duckett for Guard and Newspapers same time. T.T.' 
"Cr  Young gig once, horse for Green's gigg twice, 
and Do  to ride to Kirkstall Bridge several times. 
Cannot say what to say of the money. lOs. 6d." 

"Three times Express to Skipton 19s. 6d." 

From April, 1804, to April, 1805, the riding work 
was done by S. Wharton and Thomas Greenwood at a 
total cost of £164/15/9. From that date all the work 
seems to have been done by T. and J. Greenwood. 

In 1805, Mr. Trout was rated at £22/10/0 for the 
Post Office and the cottage next door. The usual 
dwellinghouse assessment was about £4. The popula-
tion then numbered 13,264, including the townships of 
Bowling, Horton and Manningham. The Mailcoach 
from the South and North arrived at the "Star and 
Garter" every morning at six o'clock (weather and 
other circumstances permitting, I suppose), and 
returned from the West at four in the afternoon. The 
heavy coach from the south and north arrived at the 
"Bowling Green" at eight in the morning, and returned 
at two p.m. What intense interest was caused by their 
arrival for they were the news-mongers! 

Documents of 1806 definitely place the office in 
Kirkgate, but although Bradford was ahead office, with 
sub-offices under it, the accommodation was most 
limited. "Tommy Trout" (familiarly so-called) dis-
pensed all the town's correspondence through a slide 
window in the Mann's Court cartway. Of a somewhat 
irritable disposition, he was not given to long parleyings 
with customers at the little window, which could easily 
be closed when these became troublesome. 

Robbery of the Mails was still punished by hanging 
or transportation for life, and a Post Office circular 
received by Mr. Trout, dated 1811, gives an account 
of the Execution of Arthur Baily for stealing a letter 
and forging an Endorsement to one of the Bills therein 
contained. 
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Mr. Trout has left a most interesting account of his 
journey on June 24, 1812, by the Kendal Coach, to the 
Lake District, returning by Mailcoach from Brough, 
Cumberland. 

The full year's remittances from the Bradford Office 
to the G.P.O., London (usually in the form of Bills 
or Bankers' Drafts), to Francis Freeling, Esq., 
Secretary, for 1813, totalled £2,284/1/4, indicating the 
importance of the office. 

Letters were charged as single, double, treble or 
"per ounce." 

In 1635 the rate was 2d. under 80 miles. 

1711: 3d. under 80 miles. 

1765: One stage id., not exceeding 80 miles 3d. 

1784: One stage, 2d., not exceeding 80 miles 4d. 

1797: Not exceeding 15 miles 3d. 

1805: Not exceeding 15 miles, 4d. 

1812: The highest rates known were charged, 
ranging from 4d. for a single letter or 1/4 per ounce 
for distance not exceeding 15 miles, to 1/5 for 
"singles" and 5/8 "per ounce" for over 700 miles, not 
including delivery charges, which varied at different 
places. No wonder there was agitation for reform! 

Mr. Trout, having seen no fewer than six of these 
changes, died early in 1814, and was buried in the 
Parish Church. A petition, presented by the Hon. 
Henry Lascelles to the P.M.G. on behalf of Mr. Trout's 
nephew, alš named Thomas, included names of nearly 
all the legal fraternity, the Bowling Company's interest, 
the Low Moor Ironworks, and the Canal proprietors. 
The bankers and the medical profession were also 
represented, with the commercial element in force. 

Mr. Trout received the appointment May 3, 1814, 
and his Licence is dated May 18, 1814 (not 1815 as 
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stated by Mr. Ogden in "868 years of Bradford 
History.") 

A number of letters from and to Henry Lascelles, 
M.P., about 18O1—mostly from or to the House of 
Commons—with London Penny Postmarks, are in 
Cartwright Hall. 

After appointment, Thomas Trout, Junr., removed 
the Post Office to the corner of Bank Street, the shop 
opposite the "Hope and Anchor" inn, afterwards 
occupied by Samuel Armitage, plumber. While there, 
the office would again be in proximity to the Market, 
then held upon the site of the present Exchange. About 
1816, removal took place to the end of Toad Lane, 
opposite the end of Market Street, where it was situated 
in a portion of an old Hall, the occasional residence of 
Parson Atkinson," Lecturer of the Parish Church. 

An undated notice in our possession refers to the 
intended compulsory purchase of Thomas Trout's 
tenancy, under Rev. Wm. Atkinson, for town improve-
ments. What was done in this matter we cannot say, 
as the Hall, which stood back, was later used as a 
furniture warehouse by Mr. Hopper, and was long 
known as "Old Post Office Buildings." 

As yet, the office was a shabby concern for a public 
building. So frail was the "Post Office" itself (a 
pigeon box contrivance reared up in front of Mr. 
Trout's residence) that one day old John Stansfield, 
knocking vigorously at the window, upset the whole 
fabric into the street, surely an undignified position for 
the Bradford Post Office. 

Letters had still to be fetched from the office, or an 
extra charge (varied according to distance) paid on all 
letters delivered. There was only one letter-carrier, old 
Ben Carrington, who had been in the service prior to 
1804 (see earlier entry under that date), when he paid 
3d. per day out of the profits to the elder Trout. He 
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was assisted by his daughter, and as they only made 
one delivery daily, they were quite equal to their duties. 

About 1816, there was a mail for Liverpool, etc., 
every morning at six, and one for Hull every afternoon 
at four. The "Highfiyer" Mailcoach, from Leeds to 
Liverpool, arrived at 11-0 and returned at 2-0 p.m. 
(except Sundays), changing horses at the "Swan." 
There were also several other coaches. 

The office was in Bridge Street in 1821, when letter 
bags were exchanged daily with Bingley, Bolton, 
Boroughbridge, Halifax,  Keighley, Leeds, Liverpool, 
London, Manchester, Rochdale, Tadcaster, Wetherby 
and York, and a bill for Horse-hire from 1821 to 1824 
gives much interesting information. 

On no letter prior to 1826 have we discovered a 
local postmark; the first example and the only one of 
its kind seen by the writer is dated 29/4/1826, and is 
in his collection. In one line is "BRADFORD, YKs." and 
underneath is the mileage from London, almost illegible, 
but apparently 210. This is in accordance with the 
early numbering of the Post Offices. About 1844, they 
were re-numbered and Bradford became 107, its present 
number, many varieties of the 107 postmark being in 
our collection. 

A petition to the P.M.G. in January, 1826, resulted 
two years later in the following— 

The new Mail from Leeds to Halifax passed through 
Bradford on Sunday evening for the first time. A great 
number of persons assembled near the 'Sun Inn' to 
witness the novel sight. To those inhabitants who recol-
lect the comparatively modern time when Bradford had 
only the 'Royal Mail' and the 'Heavy Coach' passing 
through, the increase in the number of conveyances and 
the dispatch with which letters now arrive, must create 
great surprise. The new Mail has four horses, and is 
attended by a guard. It leaves the 'Golden Lion' inn, 
Leeds, at half-past-five in the evening, arrives at the 
'Sun,' Bradford, at a quarter-to-seven, and the 'White 
Swan,' Halifax, at eight o'clock, which place it leaves 
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on its return at a quarter before six in the morning, 
Bradford at seven, and arrives at Leeds in time for the 
Glasgow Mail to London. Letters are delivered at the 
Bradford Post Office to those who may call for them 
after seven o'clock." Bradford Courier. 

From 1827, a subsidiary service was officially 
established round the post houses, by which letters were 
conveyed to certain villages adjacent, at a cost of one 
penny above the general postage. These local "Penny 
Posts," as they were called, are well represented in our 
collection, though no Bradford district examples have 
yet been discovered. The first rural post from Brad-
ford is said to have been established in 1824 to 
Haworth, taking Cullingworth and Wilsden on the way. 
A similar privilege was granted to Shipley. Jonas 
Turner, said to have been the first rural postman, left 
for Haworth at 6-30 a.m., returning at 1-0 p.m., with 
any letters (which seldom numbered more than 30 per 
diem) for the general post. At first, these rural posts 
were evidently a loss to the establishment for in 1824 
the total cost of these two local posts was £64/8/0, 
whilst the revenue produced was only £35/8/7. 
Turner was succeeded by John Howker, draper, of 
White Abbey, who worked the Haworth post for many 
years. The Bradford Observer of 1884 states about 
1827 a horse-post was established to Shipley, Bingley 
and Keighley, which set off at 6-0 a.m. and returned 
at 1-30 p.m. But reference to the Letter of Appoint-
ment sent Thomas Trout in 1779 shows that a Riding 
Post to Keighley was in existence even prior to that 
date, with a sub-office there at a salary of £6 per annum, 
and we have a time-bill of the same post dated 1790. 

Great dissatisfaction now began to express itself 
throughout the country at the alternatives of calling at 
the Post Offices or paying extra for delivery of letters. 
An influential petition presented to the G.P.O. by the 
Bradford inhabitants in October, 1829, prayed for the 
benefits of free delivery in the town. Mr. Karstadt, 
inspector, sent to enquire into the matter, reported that 
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the revenue amounted to £4,500 per annum, that the 
letter-carrier charged a halfpenny in addition to the 
ordinary postage upon all letters delivered, which he 
estimated produced him 20/- per week. The report 
showed a free delivery would cost 14/- per week. Sir 
Francis Freeling, G.P.O. Secretary, recommended its 
adoption, regretting such a large expenditure was 
necessary! A free delivery to the town was granted, 
though in a very restricted area, an additional letter-
carrier being appointed. 

Some years after the above events, the two clerks, 
who formed the total staff of the Bradford Post Office, 
shared alternately between them the unpleasant duty of 
sleeping(?) at the office and getting up twice during the 
night to take in the Mail bags. 

The work had now grown to large dimensions and 
was exceedingly harassing, necessitating attention both 
day and night. In 1830, Mr. Trout was accused by his 
superiors of "general negligence," and gave up the 
office. This charge was totally unfounded as we shall 
see below. 

Miss Mary Ann Trout, who had assisted her father 
in the office, although strongly supported by the Rev. 
Henry Heap (Vicar of Bradford), the Rev. William 
Morgan (Incumbent of Christ Church), and other 
prominent persons, was unsuccessful in securing the 
post, and Mr. Jos. Stenson, of Leeds, was appointed. 
He resigned at the end of a week, and Mr. Joseph 
Walker, grocer, Westgate, succeeded him, but only 
"stuck it" for two days. Both alleged that the duties 
were "so harassing, both day and night," that their 
health would not permit them to continue, and, in 
addition, "the remuneration was not sufficient to accor-1 
an adequate return." The office was then worth about 
£140 per annum; £100 for salary and £40 late-letter 
fees. 
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The Mails from Manchester to Hull arrived in the 
night-time, and with London letters not applied f  the 
preceding evening, were sent out at 7-0 a.m. At 11-0 
a.m. came the Mail for Leeds and York, the letter-
carrier returning for Bradford letters brought by this 
Mail. At 1-30 p.m. came the day-mail from Man-
chester, a further delivery taking place. Other mails 
came in from time to time. Foreign bags were made 
up on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Owing to these resignations the situation became 
embarassing, and the District Surveyor, Mr. Karstadt, 
withdrawn from other duties, placed the office in charge 
of Mr. James Anderson, later of the Leeds office. Miss 
Trout, Mr. William Waud, formerly assistant under 
Mr. Trout, Mr. W. Howgill, Blackburn, and others, 
each applied for the position. Lord Morpeth, alluding 
to the "eternal subject of the Bradford vacancy, which 
everybody wanted to fill, but in which nobody would 
stay," recommended the P.M.G. to accept the advice of 
the district surveyor. 

Mr. Thomas Inkersley, bookseller and printer, was 
appointed in January, 1831. Scruton (Reference 
Library MSS.) gives a good biographical account of 
him, and many of his papers are in the Library. About 
1834 he removed the office, from his shop next to the 
"Bowling Green Inn," to premises in Kirkgate, 
formerly the residence of Mr. Thomas Mason. The 
only clerk in the office at this time was Robert Carter, 
who succeeded Wm. Skipworth, and the only responsible 
letter-carrier was John Hudson. Mr. Inkers1ey's 
private-box list for 1836 (earlier referred to) contains 
about 126 names, amongst which, I notice, Mr. Titus 
Salt (afterwards Sir Titus), who paid £1/i/O for his 
box. Most boxes were rented at this figure, though 
there were a few at 10/6; £1/11/6 and £2/2/O; and 
one at D/3/0-
" Charwoman to succeed Lydia Nichols commenced 

on Thursday, 13th October, 1842. October 19: Began 
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with fire in office. November 26: paid woman for 
cleaning office to this day, 12/-." Such entries as 
these are made by Mr. Inkersley. 

In 1835, the P.M.G. was petitioned to grant postal 
facilities superior to those which then existed. 
Although the London Mail arrived in Leeds at 3-55 
p.m., delivery of the Bradford letters from London 
only began at 7-0 p.m.! The population then num-
bered 44,000, but there was only one letter-carrier in 
the borough, and he made two deliveries. 
"We are glad," says the Bradford Observer, July 30, 1835, 
"that the memorialists, while seeking the promotion of 
their own interests, are not unmindful of those of the 
functionaries employed in the Post Office. It will hardly 
be credited that the Postmaster of this town only 
receives the paltry salary of £100 a year. Yet such is 
the fact! Although the population of this town has 
been trebled within a dozen years, and the trade has 
increased in a still greater proportion, yet the salary of 
the Postmaster has only been increased £20 during that 
period  But even this is liberality itself when 
compared with the remuneration of the letter-carrier. 
This poor fellow (John Hudson) executes both 
deliveries, each of which takes four hours. Four times 
a week he has the additional task of walking to Apperley 
Bridge, thus averaging throughout the week a distance 
of 20 miles a day, which he performs winter and 
summer in wet and dry weather, for the insignificant 
sum of 14/- per week. He has' done this for upwards 
of 15 years, and, we believe, not a single complaint has 
ever been made against him." 

The result was the establishment of a horse-post for 
the purpose of conveying the London bag to Bradford 
immediately on its arrival at Leeds, returning in the 
evening with the foreign letters, and an allowance 
granted towards the salary of an additional letter-
carrier and other improvements. With these improve-
ments, postal affairs remained, with little alteration, 
for three years. 

The high rates of postage, described caner, now 
began to press exceedingly heavily upon an expanding 
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commerce, and public agitation eventually resulted in 
"Penny Postage" being instituted throughout the 
Islands in January, 1840. On May 6, 1840, was issued 
the first stamp—the well-known Penny Black. 

At this point we halt. The story of the Bradford 
Post Office during the past century is quite as 
interesting as in earlier days, but must be left to another 
occasion. 



NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY 

OF THE MANOR OF ECCLESHILL. 

W. E. PRESTON. 

(Continued from Vol. V., New Series, page 159). 

IN my previous article I have given some account of the Manor of Eccieshill during an early period of 
its history, and have shown that the Sheffield 

family were lords of that manor for upwards of a 
century, terminating their ownership in the year 1407. 
Thomas Sheffield, the last of that family to possess the 
manor, conveyed it in that year to his neighbour, 
Thomas Thorner, who owned and lived on an adjoining 
estate called Wadlands, which lies within the township 
of Calverley.(') Thomas Thorner had previously acted 
on behalf of Sheffield as receiver of his rents and farms 
in Eccieshill. The Thorner family had settled some 
time earlier at Wadlands, having left their original 
home at Thorner, near Leeds. Wadlands, at the time 
the Thorners were residing there, was a place of greater 
importance than it is at the present day. The name 
survives only in the group of unimportant farm build-
ings now standing there, which are comparatively late 
erections, and doubtless mark the site of the ancient 
home of the Thorner family. 

In the late 14th century Wadlands is described as 
a manor, with gardens and pastures. It is improbable 
that it possessed the usual appendants, but was 

(1) Wadlands is an old house and farm in the Parsley portion of the 
township, and was formerly reputed a separate manor. There are 
some ancient yew trees there under which tradition says meetings 
were anciently held. Yorks. Genealogist, vol. II., p. 231, edited by 
J. Horsfall Turner. 
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regarded as a mesne manor lying within the important 
manor of Calverley. It originally formed part of the 
extensive estates of the Calverley family, but had 
become in some way detached from its parent manor. 

Some light is thrown on the character of this pro-
perty by an award made in the year 1398 in a dispute 
between Thomas Thorner and Walter Calverley, with 
reference to a rent charge of 3s. 4d. in respect of 
Wadlands and right of common of pasture there.(') 
The arbitrators in the dispute were Adam de Mirfield 
and John Neville, of Liversedge, on behalf of Thorner, 
and John Amyas and John Normanville on behalf of 
Calverley. They gave their decisions to the effect that 
"Thomas must do homage and fealty to Walter, and 
suit at his court of Calverley from three weeks to three 
weeks, and pay 3d. for rent service in respect of his 
tenement at Wadlands. As to the encroachment on 
the common at Priesthorpe Green, Thomas and his heirs 
shall pay 2s. yearly to Walter and his heirs and shall 
hold the land enclosed by him to him and his heirs. 
As to the common of pasture claimed by Walter in 
Wadlands, he and his heirs and all his tenants at 
Calverley shall have common of pasture in all com-
monable lands in Wadlands, except the site of the 
manor of Wadlands and the existing gardens and 
pastures round the manor. Thomas and his heirs shall 
have similar rights at Calverley, and shall have full 
estate to him and his heirs of the manor of Wadlands 
before the sixth day after the first of August next." 

In 1408, the year after Thomas Thorner had become 
possessed of the manor of Eccleshill, he appears to 
have acquired the neighbouring manor of Baildon from 
William de Roos, of Hamelake, chevalier, which estate 
he immediately settled upon William de Baildon, and 
Margaret, his wife. There is strong presumptive 

(2) Calverley Charters, edited by S. Margerison and W. Paley Baildon. 
Thoresby Society Publications, vol. VI., p. 223. 



EARLY HISTORY OF THE MANOR OF ECCLESHILL. 183 

evidence that this Margaret was Thomas Thorner's 
sister. He was born in 1355 or thereabouts, and 
married (possibly as his second wife) Margaret, widow 
of John de Knottingley. In 1397 they had a dispute 
with William, son of Thomas de Knottingley, about 
her dower there. (3) 

Thomas de Thorner held the manor of Eccieshill 
until his death, which happened on the 6th October, 
1429. An Inquisition post mortem was taken at Went-
bridge on the 29th of the same month, before Edmund 
Fitzwilliam, escheator in co. York, when it was found 
that he died seised of a messuage in Calverley, which 
was held of Walter Calverley, by fealty and a yearly 
rent of 2s. 2d., and worth per annum 40s., also of the 
manor of Ekkylshill with appurtenances, which said 
manor was held of Henry Brounflete, knt., and Joan, 
his wife, by a rent of lOs., and worth per annum 60s., 
one messuage and five bovates of land in Farsley, which 
were held of the King as of his Honour of Pontefract, 
by 2s. 6d. rent, and were worth per annum 30s. It 
was also found that the said Thomas had enfeoffed 
William Haryngton, knt., and John Tonge in the afore-
said messuages, manor and land with all their appur-
tenances, to have and to hold to them and their heirs 
for ever of the chief lords by the services therefore 
due and accustomed, which said Harrington and Tong 
then continued their estate in the premises, and that 
Thomas Thornore died on the 6th October last (1429) 
leaving Robert, his son and next heir, aged forty years 
and more. (4) 

Robert Thorner, the son, died on the 18th June 
following at the age of forty years, having survived 
his father by a few months only. An Inquisition post 
mortem was taken at Leeds before Robert Mauleverer, 
escheator in co. York, on the 10th October, 1430, when 

(3) Baildon and the Baildons, by W. Paley Baildon, F.S.A. Vol. IT., 
p. 143. 

(4) Chancery, Inq. P.M. Henry VI. File 43, No. 14. 
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it was found that Robert Thorner on the day of his 
death held no lands or tenements of the king or of any 
other; but he was sometime seised in fee of the manor 
of Eccieshill with appurtenances; a capital messuage, 
60 acres of land and four acres of meadow in Farsley, 
two messuages, 30 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow 
and 17s. 5d. rent in Farsley, one messuage called 
Wadlandes, 50 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow and 
two crofts in Calverley; one messuage, one bovate of 
land and one croft in Pudsay, and ten shillings rent in 
Thornour. So being seised, he granted the same manor, 
rnešsuages, etc., by charter (shown in evidence) by the 
name of Robert Thornour, son and heir of Thomas 
Thornour to Thomas Thunstall, knt., Wm. Skargyll, 
Thomas Haryngton, John Haryngton, Robert Passelew, 
John Frankes and Henry Scalwra by the names of his 
manor of Eccieshill and all his lands, tenements, rents 
and services with appurtenances in Eccieshill, Farsley, 
Calverley, Pudsay and Thornour. To have and to hold 
to them their heirs and assigns for ever. By virtue of 
which grant the said Thomas Thunstall and others were 
and yet are seised thereof in fee. The said manor is 
held of Henry Brounflete, knt., and Joan, Duchess of 
York, his wife, as in right of the said Joan, and is 
worth per annum (clear) forty shillings. The capital 
messuage, 60 acres of land and 4 acres of meadow in 
Farsley are held of the king in socage, by fealty and 
service yearly of one penny at the feast of St. Martin-
in-winter (i.e., 11 November). Robert Thornour died 
on Sunday, 18th June, 1430, after the feast of Corpus 
Christi; and Elizabeth Thornour, his daughter and heir, 
is aged ten years and more. 

At this point in the history of the manor of Eccles-
hill a difficulty is presented in its descent. It seems 
from the inquisition of Robert Thorner that he had 
shortly before his death, enfeoffed Thomas Tunstall 
knt., William Skargill and others of the manor of 

(3) Chancery, Inq. P.M. Henry VI. File 49, No. 31. 
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Eccieshill and other his estates, but as to what uses 
there is no indication. It would be reasonable to sup-
pose this feoffment to have been a settlement in trust 
for his daughter, Elizabeth, then a young child, as is 
shewn in the inquisition. It transpires, however, from 
subsequent events, that such a settlement was an 
irregular one. Thomas, the father of Robert, had died 
some months before his son, and he had enfeoffed Sir 
William Harrington, knt., and John Tong of his manor 
of Eccieshill and lands in Calverley and Farsley, as 
appears by the inquisition taken after his death. No 
other lands than these are mentioned, and it is possible, 
judging by the larger estate left by his son, that Thomas 
during his lifetime had settled some part of his estate 
on Robert. In addition to his son Robert, there is a 
daughter, Margaret, who had married Robert Bolling, 
of Bolling, who died before September, 1423. Mrs. 
Tempest in her account of the Bolling family,('.' says 
"that after her brother's death Margaret Bolling 
claimed much of the Thorner estates" to which she 
apparently became entitled by a grant, dated 8th 
September, 1431, from Thomas Thornere to Margaret 
Bolling, his daughter, and Thomas Boiling, her son 
and his male heirs, of the manor of "Ekylshyll," and 
appurtenances, the manor of Presthorpe with Wadland 
and all his other lands, etc., in the vills of Calverley, 
Farsley and Pudsey. 7 The genuineness of this deed 
is open to suspicion owing to an alteration in the date 
and the erasures of certain passages, and on which both 
Mr. Paley Baildon and Mrs. Tempest make some 
observations on this question of its authenticity. 8 

Thomas Thorner's feoffees, however, appear to have 
shown some hesitation in conveying the estates to 
Margaret in consequence of which she sued in Chancery 
that Sir William Harrington and John Tonge, her 

(6) "Notes on the early Bollings," Bradford Antiquary, Vol. V., p. 229. 
(7) Major Guy Wentworth of Woolley's " Boiling Deeds," No. 7. 
(8) Bradford Antiquary, Vol. V., p. 230. 
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father's feoffees, be ordered to make sure and sufficient 
estate to her, according to a will that was shown, in 
certain lands and tenements which she had of the gift 
and feoffment of Thomas Thornore, her father, the will 
ordaining that the said William and John should release 
to Margaret all the right they had in the said lands 
and tenements. The feoffees refusing to do so, she 
sued the Chancellor at York to have a deed of feoffment 
from them, for she was put out of possession, 
Harrington having made the Escheator seize the lands 
and tenements because of the nonage of a child 
(Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Thornore) who had no 
right thereto. (9) 

In pursuance of an order from the Chancellor, Sir 
William Harrington, knt., and John Tonge, on the 9th 
February, 9 Henry VI. (1430-1), conveyed to Margaret 
Boiling the manors of Eccieshill, Presthorpe and 
Wadlands, with land and appurtenances in Eccleshiil, 
Presthorpe, Wadlands, Farsiey, Calverley and Pudsey, 
which they, along with Sir John Everingham, knt., and 
Robert Boiling, had of the feoffment of Thomas 
Thornore, father of the said Margaret, late wife of 
Robert Boiling. This conveyance is not sealed, but the 
letter of attorney of the same date from Sir William 
Harrington and John Tonge, appointing Henry Sayvill 
of Copley, Hugh de Tonge, Robert Boteler and John 
Wode to deliver the above property to Margaret, is duly 
sealed and executed, and is endorsed: "Theys deds 
makyth for the pedigree and possession of Bolling." 

Mrs. Tempest dwells at some further length on 
Margaret Bolling's claim to the manors of Eccieshill and 
Wadlands, but as it will serve no useful purpose in 
repeating in full the information she has already given 
in an earlier volume of the Bradford Antiquary it will 
suffice to say that Margaret did not enter into the 
manors and lands, in accordance with the feoffment she 

(9) Early Chancery Proceedings, File 33, No. 209. 
(10) Major Guy Wentworth of Woolley's "Boiling Deeds," Nos. 5 & 6. 
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had had from Harrington and Tonge, without incurring 
some opposition from the trustees of her brother, Robert 
Thorner. In December, 1432, she was summoned at 
Leeds and tried by a jury for being a disturber of the 
peace, having forcibly entered on Wednesday in Easter 
Week, 1431, and armed in warlike manner, divers lands 
and tenements, to wit, the manors of "Wodelandys" 
and Eccieshill, and other lands and tenements in the 
neighbourhood, property claimed by William Skargyll, 
Thomas and John Harrington, Robert Passelew, John 
Frankes and Henry Skalwra. We are unable to dis-
cover the outcome of this citation, but it appears that 
she retained her title to the property, for by a deed 
dated at Wadelands, 10th August, 11 Henry VI. (1433) 
she enfeoffed Humphrey, .Duke of Gloucester, John 
Leventhorpe, senior, John Leventhorpe, junior, John 
King, vicar of Calverley, Richard Willesthorpe and 
John Rushworth of all her estate in the lands, etc., in 
Calverley, Farsley, Pudsey, Wadelands and Eccieshill 
which she lately had of the gift and feoffment of 
Thomas Thornore, her father; to be held on condition 
that when she desired the same was to be reconveyed 
to her.(") 

Margaret was involved in much litigation about this 
time, not only through the action of the respective 
trustees of her father and brother, but through her 
niece, Elizabeth Thoi-nore, who appears in October, 
1434, as plaintiff in a suit against her aunt, Margaret 
Boiling of Calverley, widow, for the return of a certain 
box (pixis) containing charters and muniments. 12 it 
would be unwise to form a hasty opinion as to 
Margaret's object in retaining the family charters and 
other documents in question upon the scanty evidence 
provided in the record, but it would seem that their 
retention was not inspired by any motive other than to 
prevent her niece establishing a legal claim to the estate. 

(11) \Íajor Guy Wentworth's " Bolling Deeds," No. 8. 
(12) De Banco Roll, Mich., 13 Henry vi., m. 299, 
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It is not known whether or not she was ordered by the 
court to hand over to Elizabeth the deeds mentioned, 
but it appears that in February, 1435-6, William 
Scargill, Thomas Harrington, Robert Passelaw and 
Henry Scaiwray, the surviving feoffees of Robert 
Thornore, the father of Elizabeth, recovered 10,0 marks 
damages against her for novel disseisin of Wadlands, 
etc., which was still unpaid the following year. 13 

On the 11th May, 1437, appearing at York to 
answer further the breach of the peace referred to, she 
produced Letters Patent from the King dated 1st May, 
15 Henry VI., by which she was pardoned her suit of 
the peace, and all offences committed before 2nd 
September, 1431, so long as she was "not a counter-
feiter of coin, or washer of gold and silver, or a 
notorious thief, etc.," whereupon it was granted that the 
said Margaret Boiling may be liberated from prison 
and restored to the common law of England. (14) 

Margaret Boiling was the last of the Thornors to 
own the manor of Eccieshill, and the date of her death 
is not known. She resided at Wadlands during her 
widowhood, and after her death it is likely that her 
body was laid in the last resting place of the Thornors 
in Calverley Church, in that part known as the Wad-
lands Chapel, which was situated at the east end of the 
South Aisle. This interesting feature of the church 
has disappeared. Dodsworth, the eminent antiquary, 
when visiting the church on the last day of May, 1620, 
records a stone which he saw in the south quire bearing 
the following inscription in Latin " Pray for the 
soules of Thomas de Thornour and Margaret, some-
time his wife, and of their parents whose souls rest for 
ever in peace." 15 At the restoration of the church 
many years ago no evidence could be found which could 

(13) Ibid., Hi!., 16 Henry VI., mm. 121 and 134. 
(14) Corani Rege Roll, Easter, 15 Henry VI., m. 94. 
(15) Calverley Registers, edited S. Margerison, Vol. I., p. 15. 



EARLY HISTORY OF THE MANOR OF ECCLESHILL. 189 

be definitely ascribed to the original chapel, except a 
broken tombstone of limestone with roll mould edges, 
but without inscription. (16) 

Thomas Boiling, the son of Robert Boiling by 
Margaret Thornour, his wife, came into possession of 
-the manors of Eccieshill and Wadlands and other lands 
after his mother's death, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the questionable deed of entail of 1431 or 
1427, already referred to, supposedly made by Thomas 
Thornore. It is thought that he had a brother, Robert, 
who resided at Boiling Hall, having succeeded to the 
father's estate situate in Boiling and Bradford, but 
whether or not this Robert was son of Robert by 
Margaret, or by an earlier wife, is not clearly 
established. (") 

By a deed dated 2nd October, 1457, John and Henry 
Thwaites as feoffees conveyed to Thomas Boiling, son 
and heir. of Thomas Boiling "of Wadelands," and 
Elizabeth, his wife, all the messuages, lands, etc., in 
Pudsey, now in the tenure of Margaret, late wife of 
John Whitley, and the messuages and lands which they 
had of the feoffment of the said Thomas Bolling.(") 

On the 18th February, 1467-8, Thomas Bolling of 
Wadlands, esquire, enfeoffed John Pilkington, Esquire 
of the Body to Edward IV., John Kent, vicar of 
Brestall, and John Bolling, son and heir of the said 
Thomas, of the manors of Wadlands and Eccleshill, 
with land there and in Farsley, Calverley and Pudsey, 
but this John must have died directly after, for Mrs. 
Tempest says that on the 2nd March, 7 Edward » IV. 
(1468), Thomas Boiling of Wadlands, senior, conveyed 
to Constantine Maude, William Boiland, chaplain, and 
Nicholas Come, chaplain, the above property, which 

(16) Ibid., vol. IT., p. 25. 
(17) Sec Mrs. Tempest's article " Notes on the Early Bollings " for a 

further account of Robert Boiling and his descendants, Bradford 
Antiquary, vol. V., p. 232. 

(18) Major Guy Wcntworth's " Boiling Deeds," No. 9, 
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they in December following reconveyed to Thomas the 
father for life, and then for Thomas Boiling, his son 
and heir, and male heirs, with remainder over to 
Alexander, John and Percival, sons of the said Thomas 
Boiling, senior. Thomas, the now heir, probably married 
a daughter of Constantine Maude. In September, 1504, 
he gave lands in Wadlands to his son and heir, 
Constantine Boiling, and Isabel, his wife, and their 
heirs.(") Of the other sons, nothing worth recording 
is known, beyond that John (the second of that name) 
made his will 9th December, 1490, desiring to be buried 
at Sandel.' 20 

It would seem, however, that Thomas Boiling's 
conveyance to Constantine Maude and others did not 
include the manor of Eccleshill amongst the lands so 
disposed of, but that his previous deed of feoffment to 
John Pilkington, of the 8th February, 1467-8, was 
operative at a later date. By a deed dated the 20th 
October following, Pilkington released to John Scargill 
of Roche, gent., and William Scargill of Thorpe, in the 
parish of Whitkirk, esquire, and the heirs of the said 
John, all his right in the manor of Eccleshill and all 
the lands and tenements there which they had of his 
feoffment. It appears that John Scargill and William 
Scargill held the manor until 1485, when William 
released all his right there to John. (2') The Scargills were 
lords of the adjoining manor of Bolton at that time, 
and thus by this grant extended their possessions in that 
neighbourhood. During the period of their ownership 
there was an entry made in the year 1478 on the rolls 
of the Court of the Manor of Wakefield that James 
Harrington, knight, held the town of Eccleshill by 
service and suit of court and lOs. rent by year, and 
that he entered in the town aforesaid by grant of John 
Scargill. 

(19) Major Guy Wentworth's "Boiling Deeds," Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15. 
(20) York Registry. 
(21) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's Brief, Bradford Antiquary, Vol. 5, 

New Series, p. 145, note 5. 
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John Scargill of Roche died before the year 1500, 
and by his will he appointed Sir Richard Hopton, knt., 
William Hyllom, vicar of Kypax, and Thomas Abney, 
feoffees of his lands. John Scargill's younger sons, 
Robert, Henry and Thomas, after their father's death, 
purchased the manor of Eccieshill from these feoffees. 22 

By deed dated 5th May, 1500, John Scargill's three 
younger sons sold the manor to Sir John Savile, knt., 
in consideration of 861i. 13s. 4d., he giving in the same 
deed an undertaking to become bound with John 
Chaloner, William Graystock and the parson of Thorn-
hill for the payment of the money. (23) 

By a further deed dated 7th May, 1500, Margaret 
Scargill, daughter of John Scargill, in her virginity, 
releases to Robert Frost, clerk, chancellor of the Lord 
Prince, (24) Thomas Pek, clerk, rector of Thornhill, John 
Chaloner and William Graistok all her right in the 
manor of Eccieshill and lands there which they had of 
the grant of John Scargill, her father, with a warranty 
against Richard, Prior of the monastery of St. Oswald, 
at Nostell. 25' 

From a memorandum of release dated 15 Henry VII 
John Fryston releases to Robert Frost, clerk, and others 
all his right in the manor of Eccieshill and lands there 
which were late Jo. Scargill's. (26) 

The releases of these various interests in the manor 
are difficult to understand in the absence of John Scar-
gill's will, and other connective evidences, but it seems 
clearly established from the documents referred to that 
the manor was in the possession of the Scargill family 
of Roche from 1460 until 1500. 

(22) Yorkshire Deeds. Y.A.S.R.S., vol. 39, pp. 65-66, Col. Gascoigne's 
Deeds. 

(23) Ibid. 
(24) Arthur, Prince of Wales, elder brother of Henry VIII. 
(25) Col. Gascoigne's Deeds, Y.A.S.R.S., Vol. 39, p. 66. 
(26) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's Brief, Bradford Antiquary, Vol. 5, 

New Series, p. 145, note 5, 
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Sir John Savile, who became owner by purchase 
from the Scargill's in 1500, was of the family of Savile 
of Thornhill. He was Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1485. 
His sister, Alice Savile, became the wife of Sir William 
Calverley, of Calverley. In the year 1501, Savile held 
a court at Eccieshill for his manor there. (27) 

There is a memorandum of an exemplification of a 
recovery, dated 4 Henry VIII., whereby Hughe Clercke 
and John Savile recovered the manor of Eccieshill 
against Henry Savile. (28) I take this Henry Savile to 
be the eldest son and heir of Sir John. He was born 
in 1497, acted as steward of the Honor of Pontefract 
and the Manor of Wakefield. He was made Knight 
of the Bath at the coronation of Queen Anne Boleyn 
in 1531. He was a man of great personal character, 
and was recognised as an outstanding figure of his time. 

In the year 1523 the manor of Eccieshill had come 
by some means into the possession of Sir Henry Wyatt, 
knight. There was a court held there on the 9th June, 
1524, described as the court of Hugh Clark and John 
Sayvile, unto the use of Sir Henry Wiat, knight.' 29 

There is also an exemplification of a recovery dated 
18 Henry VIII. (1526-27) whereby Henry Wiat, 
knight, Thomas Strey and Thomas Kendall recovered 
against Hugh Clerk and John Savile the manor of 
Ecc1eshill, 30 and further, a fine dated 23 Henry VIII. 
(1531-2) between Henry Wiat, knt., Sevasius Franke 
and Robert Draper, pltfs., and Henry Savile, esquire, 
def., of the manor of Eccieshill with nine messuages 
and lands in Eccieshill. 

It appears that in the year 1532, shortly after Sir 
Henry Wiat had become possessed of the manor of 
Eccieshill, Sir Richard Tempest of Boiling endeavoured 

(27) Ibid. 
(28) Ibid. 
(29) Ibid. 
(30) Ibid. 
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to establish some claim to the property in right of 
Rosamund, his wife, described as heir at law to Thomas 
Thorner. It would be interesting to know on what 
grounds this claim was based, but it seems to indicate 
that Rosarnund's grandfather, Robert Boiling, was the 
elder brother of Thomas Boiling, who inherited 
Eccieshill and Wadlands, elder son of Robert Boiling 
by Margaret Thorner, his wife, although Mrs. Tempest 
thought that Robert may have been a child by an 
earlier wife than Margaret Thorner. It is doubtful 
whether legal action to recover the property was in-
volved, an award predisposing to the contrary. 
William Conningsby and Walter Hendeley, gentlemen, 
were the arbitrators, and they ordered Sir Richard 
Tempest and Rosamund, his wife, to levy a fine of the 
manor to Sir Henry Wiat.' 31 This order was evidently 
obeyed for in Mich. Term, 24 Henry VIII. (1532), a 
fine was levied between Henry Wyatt, knt., Jeffery 
Folyjambe, knt., Robert Draper, John Swynow, 
Servacius Franke and Thomas Kendall, pltfs., and 
Richard Tempest, knt., and Rosamund, his wife, defs., 
of the manor of Eccieshill and nine messuages with 
lands there. (32) 

Towards the middle of the 16th century the knightly 
family of Zouche, who owned the Castle of Codnor, 
and extensive estates in Derbyshire, appear as owners. 
I have found no documentary evidence to show how 
this change in ownership was brought about, but a fine, 
6 Edward VI. (1552), made between William Calverley, 
knt., pltf., and George Zouche, esquire, def., of lands in 
Eccleshill called Eccieshill Park, clearly indicates that 
the family had at that time acquired a landed interest 
there. George Zouche was son and heir of Sir John of 
Codnor, who had served as captain with the English 
army in France in 1513, where he was knighted. George 

(31) Mr. John M. Spence r-Stanhopc's Brief, Bradford Antiquary, Vol. 5, 
New Series, p. 145, note 5. 

(32) Yorkshire Fines. Yorks. Arch. Soc. Record Series. 
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Zouche died in 1556 or the year following. He was 
succeeded in his estates, which included the manor of 
Eccleshill, by his son and heir, John Zouche, of Codnor. 

The late 16th and 17th centuries provide many 
instances of the rise of local families from a yeoman 
class to a state of affluence and often of eminence in 
the county. These changes in family circumstances 
are very noticeable in the clothing districts of the West 
Riding, particularly in the neighbourhood of the towns 
of Bradford, Leeds and Halifax. One of these families 
bearing the surname of Burnley we find settled in the 
township of Skircote, in the parish of Halifax. Of 
this family was one William Burnley who followed 
the trade of clothier, and who by the practice of the 
virtues of industry and frugality had acquired a modest 
competence, laying out his savings in lands in Skircote, 
which he leased from Thomas Savile, of Copley, and 
his son, Henry Savile. Of William Burnley's family 
little is known beyond the fact that he had two sons, 
Thomas and Richard. In the year 1541 he made a 
deed of settlement on his son, Thomas, of his lease-
hold lands in Skircote called Cownall Carr, which lands 
on the expiry of the lease in 1556 were purchased by 
Thomas from Thomas Savile.(") Thomas Burnley had 
by this time left Skircote and established himself as a 
dyer of cloths at Eccleshill, near Bradford, and was 
later destined to add a chapter to the history of the 
manor of Eccleshill. 

Sir John Zouche, of Codnor, co. Derby, then owner, 
by his deed dated 12th March, 2 Elizabeth (1559-60), 
conveyed the manor to Thomas Burnley. The fine, which 
gives some idea of its extent, is dated Hilary Term, 
3 Elizabeth, and is made between Thomas Burnley, 
plaintiff, and John Zouche, knight, and Elionora, his 
wife, deforciants, of the manor of Eccleshill, twelve 
messuages, four cottages, fourteen tofts, fifteen 

(33) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's Deeds. 
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gardens, 300 acres of land, 80 acres of meadow, 200 
acres of pasture, 100 acres of wood and 200 acres of 
furse and heath in Eccieshill and Morley. After the 
completion of the purchase he took up his residence on 
his newly-acquired property and devoted himself to the 
improvement of his estate. He made grants of certain 
portions for terms of 1,000 years, reserving nominal 
yearly rentals, and enclosed and brought into cultiva-
tion part of the waste lands. But his activities in this 
direction were held up in the year 1581 by a crown 
action against him, brought by Jo. Bargrave, the 
Queen's attorney general of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
upon the relation of Sir Thomas Danby, knt., who 
alleged that Burnley had wrongfully intruded into 
certain grounds called Netherwood, alias Outwood, and 
Scholtre Myres, being in Eccleshill, parcel of the Queen's 
Manor of Wakefield, that he had felled and spoiled the 
woods thereupon growing and converted the profits of 
the same to his owne use without yielding to Her 
Majesty any rent. Fifteen witnesses, residents in 
Eccieshill and neighbourhood, were summoned to appear 
before Martin Birkhead, John Batt and Robert Baildon, 
the commissioners appointed by the Crown, and their 
depositions were taken at Wakefield on the 13th April, 
1582. The original sub poeiia containing a veiled 
threat of dire consequences by non-compliance, and 
terminating in a "fare ye well," and an expression of 
loving friendship, is a strange if not humourous com-
position, especially when viewed in the light of a modern 
document of like character. The original writ(34) is as 
follows— 

Whereas we have received the Quenes majestys 
commysion to us and others directed for the 
examynaccon of Witnesses to be produced before us as 
well on the Parte of Sr Thomas Danby, knight, com-
plainant for on the behalfe of the Quenes majesty And 
Thomas Burneley & others defendants as by the same 

(34) Lady Swinton's MSS. 
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more fully appeareth. And for as muche as ye be 
necessary witnesses to be examyned for the triall of the 
trewth in the cause depending betweene the said parties. 
Theis are therefore to require you and nevertheless by 
vertue of the said commission to command you & every 
of you that ye be before us at Wakefield on friday being 
the xiijth of Aprill next, there to depose your knowledge 
in the said cause. Faile ye not hereof As ye will answere 
at your perill. And so fare ye well. Written at Yorke 
the xxxth daie of Marche 1582. Your loving freindes 

Martin Birkhead. 

Roberte Grenewood. 

Robert Bayldon. 

To our loveing freinds 

John Allanbrige 
James Walker 
Thomas Stublay 
Rychard Eliot 
Rychard Mytton 
Roger Jowett 
Edmond Greneall 
John Stanworth 

Adam Collynson 
John Smyth 
Hugh Cowper 
Wyllam Byrkenshaw 
Nycholas Kychynge 
  Callys 
Richard Tempest, esquire 
& to every of them" 

Sir Thomas Danby, the complainant, was living at 
that time at Farnley, near Leeds, but I have been unable 
to discover his object in prosecuting Burnley. It 
would appear that he had some interests in Eccieshill, 
and that it had been intruded upon by Burnley. Danby 
appears to have taken pains to discover some flaw in 
Burnley's title, and he has some correspondence with a 
Christopher Nealeson, of Grymston, on the matter. 
Nealeson, writing to Danby on the 25th January, 1581-2, 
says that he had searched "Kyrckby Quest" to dis-
cover how Eccieshill was holden, and he sends copious 
extracts relating to local manors, but only one relating 
to the manor in question. (35) His letter, containing 
other matter not relevant to the subject, has an interest 
apart from its rarity as a personal letter of the time. (36) 

(35) Kirkby's Inquest was a work often consulted by lawyers at this 
time, and many of them owned MS. copies of the original survey. 

(36) Lady Swinton's MSS. 
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Ryght worshyp full my harty commendacons premysed; 
Whereas I understand by your man the bearer hereof 
that you ar desyrouse to have Kyrckby quest To 
understand therebye howe Eccieshyll ys holden. Thyes 
ar to certefye your worshypp 1 have made serche 
myself thys present day and have not lefte so muche 
as one leaf within the sayd book unserched, but 
cannot fynd any more that I have sent you hereinclosed. 
Sr. I was bold to send my men on Satterday last with 
my hawke into your wood called Bramham westwood 
to kyll me a fesant cock, where they cold not be 
sufferyd to hawke but were dysturbyd by one 
Rychardson sometymes your servant, and nowe keper 
of the woodes there. After they had flowne at the 
fesant cock, he went aboute to kyll my hawke in very 
dyspytefull manner; my men shewyd hym that I had 
your leve to hawke there, And that they wold complayne 
unto your worshypp of his mysdemeanour towards 
them. Whyche sayd Rychardson aunsweryd that the 
wood was none of yours & that you had nothynge to 
do there. And they further asked of hym who dyd own 
the wood & who had to deall there, and he said none 
but Mr. Crosland onelye, And in thys mean tyme my 
hawke was loste, for that she cold not be servyd after 
she had flowne & hardlye and happelye I gott her 
againe, a day and a night after. There is good profe 
of his words or els I wold be very lothe to wryte thus 
largely. Aithoughe I knowe hym to be a very lewde 
fellowe 1 knowe he kyllyth fesants by sprents and bolts 
in the sayd woods they all the hawkes that come in the 
same, and lykewyse I & my men knowe howe to hawke 
lyke fawkoners. Trustyng your worshypp wyll appoynt 
suche a keper as your frendes and those whome you 
may command shall be better used. I humbly take my 
leve of the same. 

Grymston, this xxvth of January 

Your good worships assured to command 

Christofer Nealeson. 

(Addressed) To the Ryght Worshyppfull 
my synguler good frend 

Sr. Thomas Danbye knyght 

thyes gyve." 
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He was also at that time in correspondence with 
John Field, of Ardsley, who was acting in some capacity 
for the Earl of Cumberland, whom he alluded to as 
his master. Writing to Danby on the 12th February, 
1582, on the question of the Eccieshill dispute, he pre-
faces his letter with some items of news respecting the 
political situation abroad: 

"Howe Andwerpe shuld have bene sacked by   
But yt. god delyvered it. I am sure yor. worshippe 
haith herd. Upon Monday next day after the Epiphanye 
and Bridges (Bruges) also in dawnger wt. x cittyes more. 
But upon the tweft even Donkyrke was taken by the 
french, and all the Dutch expulsed, and iij thowsand 
french gentlemen slayne and taken prisoners in Andwerp 
by Mr. Norris & Wm. Nassawe prince of Orrendg. The 
Duke of Lenox is departed Scotland througe England 
by the Cowrt. But or. q. majestic wold not rs hym 
other than openly and so he is in to frawnce, and . 
de la Mote gone into Scotland wt. another noble man 
wt. hym. 

"Being wt. Mr. Atturney I talked wt. hym of yr common 
of Eccklesell, who I. see is moch induced by Burneleys 
fals deeds to think it to be a mannor holden of the 
quene; and yt. it is not the quenes. Labor in it sir, 
and lose not your lxli. to Mr. Tusser for lack of travel!. 
But unnytt help to help; cut Burneley of and get Mr. 
Atturney on your part, wt. I think will serve, yf ye 
dryve it not, But followe on it I have somewhat done 
in the matter, fuilfill the rest. 

"Thus carefull for yor. W. estate all manner of wayes 
bodely & ghostly. I pray god opin his mercyefull eyes 
upon you, to eschewe evill and do good, amen, amen. 
Ardslawe 12 Febr 1582. Your worshippes in assured 
manner, god willing 

John Feud 

I. expect yor. W. coming to my house one day shortly, 
to vewe my travells in yor. W. behalf. 

(Addressed) To the right Worshippfu!l 
his singuler assured good frend 
Sir Thomas Danbye, knyght, 

Fernley hal!."(37) 

(37) Lady Swinton's MSS. 
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To defend this action Thomas Burnley was put to 
considerable expense and trouble. The attorney he 
employed spared no effort to secure documentary 
evidence that Eccieshill was a distinct manor in itself, 
and that he did hold the same of the Queen of her 
manor of Wakefield in socage. The counsel's brief for 
the defendant recites the pieces of evidence procured 
for Burnley's defence. It gives a most useful descent 
of the manor but other documentary evidence, 
apparently unknown, or unavailable at that time, has 
since come to light, strangely enough in the muniments 
belonging to Colonel Gascoigne of Parlington, and 
Major Guy Wentworth of Woolley Park, which have 
already been referred to in the compilation of this 
account. (38) 

The hearing of the case was long drawn out, not 
being finally settled until 1583. A day was given for 
further hearing in the Duchy Chamber, the 5th Feb-
ruary of that year being named, when it was arranged 
that, if the matter fall out for the defendant then 
the said Sir Thomas Danby, was to pay to him the sum 
of 40s. for and towards his costs and charges sustained 
in attending the hearing of the said cause. 39 Burnley 
meanwhile journeyed to London accompanied by one 
of his sons. On this occasipn he writes an affectionate 
letter to his wife at Eccleshill with confidence that the 
case is proceeding to his satisfaction. 

"In London ix of febreary (1582-3) 
"Wyll beloved bedfaylay thes ys to let youe (know) yt 
I an my son (Thomas) are in god helthe praysyd be to 
gode & ferdar to lett youe undarstand yt my mattar doth 
prosede wt me to my contenttmentt god by prayssyd 
for ytt, & I care for nothenge bott to dyspache yt undar 
brod sell or I corn a way & I trest yt wyll be wtin thes 
thre days of ther abutt & I trest to be at home befor 
fare, god wyllynge & ye most make sheft of mone & ye 

(38) Some of these documents have been transcribed and printed in the 
Yorkshire Archæological Society's Record Series, Vol. 39, pp. 65, 66. 

(39) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's MSS. 
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cann & my son Wyllyam most make sheft yt at he can 
gett for I hayf borod mone in london yt most be payatt 
fore & lowk of youre besenes at home & play god 
houseband & take no thoyghtt for me. No more to 
youe at thes tyme bott Jesu hayeff youe in his kepyinge. 

by youre housband 

Thomas Burnlaey." 

(Addressed): "To my sone Wyllaym Burnlaey at Ecyllshyell 
gyf thes wt sped."(40) 

The case appears to have proceeded to his further 
contentment for a decree was given in his favour under 
Her Majesty's seal of the Duchy of Lancaster, bearing 
date the xi day of February, 1582-3. 

On the 23rd July following he holds a Court Baron 
for the manor, on which occasion John Savile, esquire, 
presides as steward. At this court there are numerous 
presentments for encroachments on the lord's wastes. 
Unfortunately no original court rolls of the manor are 
known to have survived, but such rolls were in existence 
at the time of Burnley's law suit, as copies of some of 
them were made for submission as evidence. 

William Burnley, son and heir of Thomas, had been 
assured of succession to the manor by a deed of settle-
ment which his father made on William's marriage in 
1575. The date of Thomas Burnley's death is not 
known, but his son William is accounted lord of the 
manor in 1591, when he had a dispute with some of 
the tenants who refused to do suit and service at his 
Court Baron, which resulted in an action being brought 
against them in the Duchy Court. William had several 
children, the eldest of whom was Thomas, who had the 
manor settled upon him on his marriage in 1593. 
William died in 1604. 

Thomas Burnley is mentioned as holding one-eighth 
of a seat in Calverley Church in the year 1608, and as 

(40) Ibid. 
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churchwarden in 1638-9. During his lifetime the needs 
of a large family necessitated the sale of the manor, 
and finding a purchaser in a neighbouring gentleman, 
Walter Stanhope, of Horsforth, he conveyed it to him 
in the year 1636 in consideration of the sum of 5001i. 
Thomas Burnley died in the year 1666, above 88 years 
old, and was buried at Calverley. He represented the 
third generation of that family to hold the manor. 
After disposing of the property the Burnleys appear to 
have either left the district or to have lost the family 
prominence which they had formerly possessed.' 41 

The interest of the next phase of the history of the 
Manor of Eccieshill is largely due to its having passed 

into the ownership of the distinguished local family of 
Stanhope. 

(To be continued) 

(41) A pedigree of the Burnleys is to be found in the Bradford 
Antiquary, New Series, Vol. 3, p. 410. 



THE MANOR OF WAKEFIELD 

The names of all the Townes wythin the domynyon or Lord-
shippe of Wakefeild and where the lets be kept.(1) 

Wakefeild where the Cowrte and the Cowrt lete ys kept and 
the townes resyant wythin the same lete. 

Wakefeild 
Staneley 
Soythyll 
Walton 

Sandall 
Flocton 
Dewysbury 
Eccilshill 

Halyfax where bothe 
a Cowrt and lete are 
kept and the names 
of the Townes wyth-
in the same. 

Halyfax 
Sourby 
Rysheworth 
Skyrcote 
Mydgeley 
Ovendeyn 
Aryndeyn 
Stansfeild 
Heptonstall 
Wadeswo rth 
Langefeild 
Warley 

Halyfax xij 

Normonton 
Emleye 
Cregileston 

Brighowse where a 
Cowrte and lete ys 
kept and the names 
of the Townes wyth-
in the same. 

Hypperholme 
Rastricke 
Fyxbye 
Northowram 
Staynland 
Barkysland 
Q uerneby 
Shelf 
Dalton 
Hertyshead 
Clyf ton 

Some of the Townes 
xlix 

wherof Wakefeild 
xliii 

Brighowse xi 

Ossett 
Westardeslawe 
Horburye 

Burton where a 
Cowrt and lete ys 
kept and the names 
of the Townes wyth-
in the same. 

Burton 
Holme 
Cartworth 
Woldale 
Anstonley 
Hepworth 
Thwong 
Ffulstowe 
Shepley 
Shelley 
Thurstonland 
Cumbreworth 

Burton xij 

(1) Undated manuscript belonging to Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope. 



THE BAINBRIDGE-ILKLEY ROMAN ROAD 

AND THE INTERMEDIATE FORTIFICATION 

AT CONISTONE. 

DR. FRANCIS VILLY. 

FOR many years the existence of a Roman Road 
pointing south from Bainbridge has been 
rumoured; but, so far as the present writer 

knows, the full course has only been recognised lately, 
and the halfway house has not been known to exist. 
Each terminal fort (Bainbridge and Ilkley) had an 
earthen rampart and has provided finds of an early 
date; and to each has been added a stone wall, showing 
that the occupation was prolonged, as is confirmed by 
finds dating towards the close of the Roman occupa-
tion of Britain. A priori, therefore, a connecting 
road is probable, and it is easily traced to Buckden (8 
miles) and enough scraps remain lower down Wharfe-
dale to make the identification certain for most of the 
distance, though the gaps are so long and frequent that 
one cannot be assured of detail. 

The discovery of this road made it appear likely 
that some sort of post existed more or less half way 
along, a search of the country indicated the only likely 
ground, an inspection of this ground showed signs that 
an earthwork might have been thrown up, and further 
investigation of those signs showed that they represent 
the almost obliterated remnant of a fortification typic-
ally Roman so far as it has been examined. 

The general lines of evidence, therefore, are knotted 
together so firmly that to separate them would he no 
easy matter. 

11 
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Starting south from Bainbridge the identification is 
not quite certain for two miles. The present road up 
the Bain valley past Stalling Busk must be near it, 
and is probably on it in places; and from the branch 
to Countersett at the foot of Semmerwater the two 
coincide for over 1- miles. This we can say 
because the road is straight and occupies the only pos-
sible ground (for some distance along the crest of a 
ridge) and the Roman road continues it. This occurs 
nearly one mile after passing Stalling Busk, the road 
there swinging south-east along the northern side of 
the steep Cragdale gorge. The Roman road parts on 
the south at a very slight angle, and (with a footpath 
along it) is easily recognisable. Curving over Crag-
dale Allotments so as to cross a feeder of the main 
stream at the lowest negotiable point, in about 141 miles, 
having fallen into line with the Bainbridge-Buckden 
modern road nearly 4 miles north of Buckden, it be-
comes lost in that road. Across the Allotments for the 
most part the actual road is easily seen. At a maximum 
it is about 20ft. wide and l8in. high, with stone show-
ing from time to time both on the cambered crown and 
as kerbs along the edges.(') 

Over Stake Moss there is no reason to doubt that 
the present-day road follows the Roman line; for the 
junction shows at each end, it selects the only firm 
ground through a sea of peat, and apparently the Roman 
kerbs are occasionally visible. Following this towards 
Buckden, at one-third mile north of Cray, the Roman 
road can be seen branching from the east side, again 
followed by a footpath. At first a track, soon it 
becomes a ridge, as on Cragdale Allotments; and this 
is visible in considerable stretches over Cow Close for 
over one mile until the upper edge of the Rakes Wood, 
above Buckden, is reached, whence it plunges down 
the steep hillside to join the present road again at the 

(1) See Appendix I. 
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north end of Buckden village. Along this descent, 
steep both longitudinally and laterally, the road narrows 
to some l2ft. and occupies a terrace partly natural and 
in part hewn out of the solid limestone, a retaining wall 
holding up the lower edge (fig. 1). On approaching 
Buckden the ground is easier and the road resumes its 
normal appearance. The last few yards, forming a 
junction with the present road, are a mediaeval hollow 
way. So far, there can be no doubt that the road was 
laid out and built as one through route by a trained 
engineer, and this was not possible between Roman and 
turnpike times. 

Thenceforward the lengths are short and scattered, 
but the evidence is conclusive that in a general way the 
road down the east side of Wharfedale to nearly one 
mile below Conistone is on the line. This evidence 
consists of at least four pieces of the ridge, and the 
Conistone fort. Appearances point to its having run 
somewhat up the slope to the east on approaching 
Starbotton; and on leaving that hamlet the signs are 
clear, beginning perhaps 50 yards east of the present 
road and joining it in about a quarter-mile. Below 
Kettlewell some 50 yards of the ridge are plainly visible 
in the third and again in the second field north of Mile 
House, parallel to and a little east of the highway. 
Probably south of Mile House the Roman road lay east 
of the present road for about one mile, and then the 
two probably coincided for most of the straight way 
to the crossing point of the Wharfe. Nothing definite 
shows. The fort, to which I shall revert, lay about 
half-mile south of Conistone astride the north end of 
a low ridge between road and river and parallel to both. 

This ridge is about a quarter-mile long, and at its 
south end the highway takes a sudden turn west almost 
to the river bank, and between its bounding wall and 
the water, the road plainly continues right to the edge. 
This is the site of a traditional ford now disused. 
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From the opposite or west bank a sunk trench slants 
south-west across the level bottom and clearly becomes 
a road before joining the Kilnsey-Burnsall highway 
at three-eighths of a mile south of Chapel House Lodge. 
Probably the road takes this form here because having 
been built on several feet of soft soil it has given way 
under later traffic. Vague traces can be seen along-
side the highway for about a quarter-mile, when the 
present way turns leftwards in order to skirt the hill 
in front (Kirk Bank) at a reasonable gradient. But 
a track (still a footpath) continues straight up the bank, 
and alongside it are clear signs of the Roman ridge. 
On the summit the way turns left and becomes an 
occupation road rejoining the highway nearly opposite 
Netherside Hall. Along it there are reasonably clear 
signs of ridge and kerb. Thenceforward to within 
about a half-mile of Burnsall Church the modern road 
is very direct, and indefinite signs of the Roman road 
appear alongside it occasionally, one in a strip of wood 
to the west on approaching the Linton- Grassi ngton 
crossroad being so clear as to be identifiable with 
reasonable certainty. Probably on approaching Burnsall 
the Roman road branched across the fields, leaving 
Burnsall on the left, for this is the line on which the 
next definite piece points back and signs of a road of 
some sort are traceable over much of the interval. The 
next piece is visible as an artificial terrace about 100 
yards west of the highway soon after leaving Fell 
House Hotel at the south of the village. It runs nearly 
parallel to the present way through two fields, to become 
lost in Heber plantation, in which it turns south-west 
and back again in order to get an easy crossing of the 
gill. We soon get indefinite marks east of the highway 
past Wood End, and in the last field (recently cleared 
of timber) before reaching Hag Wood, the structure 
becomes evident for over 300 yards. Entering 
the field some 25 yards east of the highway it curves 
so as to approach it gradually, and ends by coalescing 
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with it. Except that the kerb is not clear, this is a 
replica of the lengths between Buckden and Bainbridge. 
The surface is very plain in places, and consists of the 
local stone in rough lumps, giving the effect of an 
irregular paving. It is to be noted that worn tracks 
cut into the structure, which, therefore, is the earliest 
of three editions. 

The lie of the ground and the lay-out of the modern 
road make it reasonably certain that it must represent 
the Roman line for most of the distance to Barden 
Tower, where a divergence for about three-quarters-of-
a-mile occurred across the fields and passing Barden 
beck below the present bridge.(') After the rejoining, 
lay-out and a short piece of ridge alongside, show that 
modern and ancient lines mostly coincide to about 300 
yards past the Riddings. At this point the present road 
swings sharply to the east and becomes quite twisty; 
but a path goes straight on along an old wall and points 
south through Westy Bank Wood, where it becomes 
a bridle road and shows a ridge just to the west near 
its exit from the trees. In the same line from the 
centre of the kennels by Bolton Hall, the ridge, with 
stone showing, runs through a small field to the edge 
of a steep and narrow ravine. There must have been 
a bridge here, for the broken ends of the road show 
plainly on each bank, perhaps l5ft. above the water. 
Thence to the Halton East road (by the car park) the 
ridge can be followed beside an old wall. South of 
that road it is again visible, but not in exactly the same 
line. Probably it has been slightly altered to take a 
modern fence. This fence at its south end closely 
approaches but does not reach the present road at about 
100 yards south of the Bolton Abbey Post Office, and 
after the fence ends the Roman road prolongs its line 
very plainly, as if it would fall into the highway shortly. 
However, before that happens, it disappears as a definite 

(2) See Appendix II, 
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separate structure, only to reappear in some 200 yards 
across or east of the turnpike, from which it gradually 
diverges by a few yards, only to swing back and rejoin 
it at about 130 yards north of the Devonshire Arms 
Hotel. 

Beyond this point the ground admits of no very 
definite divergences from the modern road, especially 
in passing Lob Scar. There are traces of a crossing of 
the beck from Eller Carr Wood a few yards up-stream, 
and between these and the Farfield Hall grounds some 
indefinite signs occur. After passing the shrubberies 
there is a very suggestive ridge through the grasslands 
of the park parallel to and just clear of the western 
road fence. If, as seems probable, this is the Roman 
road it is the last piece visible, though the almost 
straight highway thence to Wine Beck must be at least 
close to the line. From Wine Beck to Ilkley (2 miles) 
I know of no hints. 

THE CoNIsToNE ENTRENCHMENT. 

At a half-mile south of Conistone the present road 
(which here must be at least very close to the Roman 
line) and the river are about 350 yards apart. Between 
them, from east to west, are a wide and shallow groove 
followed by a greatly rounded ridge running north and 
south for about a quarter-mile. The west side of this 
ridge falls precipitously to the Wharfe, which is about 
20ft. below. The river makes a bend round its north 
end and receives a small feeder, and this produces a 
sharp fall of ground here also. Southward the fall is 
gradual. This is the type of ground usually chosen 
for a Roman fortification, and the steepest part of the 
west slope has been selected for one side, which, there-
fore, is almost impregnable; the north and east sides 
also being strong. The work being of the usual size 
for a Roman fort (3 acres), the south defence neces-
sarily cuts across the ridge when the ground is almost 
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level. The strongest part of the ridge, therefore, has 
been chosen for the earthwork, of which the lay-out is 
quite of the Roman type, slight irregularities of form 
being apparently designed to select the best defensive 
ground (see Figs. 2 and 3). 

Very little appears superficially. The west rampart 
is visible for most of its length close alongside the sharp 
fall to the river. A single section shows it to be of 
ordinary surface soil. No ditch is possible in such a 
position. Its north end shows the curve of the north-
west corner, but the south part has been obliterated. 
Nothing of the other three sides can be seen except the 
west end of the north ditch, which has been cut through 
on to the river slope. The remainder of the outline has 
been traced by trenching the ditch at intervals. This 
is of the usual V section, some l5ft. wide at the mouth 
and 5ft. deep from the sod. Of the rampart, except 
to the west, we can only say that clay (foreign to this 
site) appears in the ditch-filling, and that just within 
the north ditch it is present some l2ins. thick. Prob-
ably, therefore, the rampart was of clay, at least in 
part, and this is consonant with Roman methods. 

Only just enough digging has been done to outline 
the site, and it is impossible to say whether it was a 
true fort or only a temporary camp. If the former, 
it can hardly have been occupied for long, as only one 
piece of pottery has been found. This is uncertainly 
Roman according to Mr. Philip Corder. 
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APPENDIX I. 

BAINBRIDGE TO STAKE FELL. 

For this section local information, kindly supplied by 
Mr. R. M. Chapman, has been most useful. 

(a) Though the first clear identification is at the north 
end of Birk Rigg, near the foot of Semmerwàter, the 
course thither from Bainbridge can be judged with 
very strong probability. 
Immediately on leaving Bainbridge the present road 
to Buckden throws off a footpath on the west, which, 
after diverging to a maximum of about 200 yards 
and passing over Bracken Hill, falls into line with 
and rejoins a straight quarter-mile of the same road 
in three-quarters of a mile. In its early stage this 
path shows clear signs of once having been an 
engineered road; and, though there is nothing 
absolutely plain to clinch the point, there can be little 
doubt that it represents the Roman line and that 
fragments of the structure are visible. Beyond the 
rejoining of path with road there is no reason why 
the present road should not be on or near the Roman 
line to Birk Rigg, and faint, indefinite marks near 
High Force seem to favour the identification. 

(b) Over Cragdale there are two roads: (1) The Roman 
line, taking the most direct course possible; and (2) 
the road now in use, taking a wider sweep to the 
east in order to follow an easier gradient. The first 
has plainly been designed as a through road; the 
second being a loop parting from and rejoining the 
first at angles which show that it was of later date. 
So far as we can judge, the earliest maps (Jeffery, 
about 1770, and Tuke, 1787) follow the Roman line, 
the early 19th century maps (such as Greenwood, 
1817) plainly following the present line. Now the 
Bainbridge Constable's accounts show that in 1798 
1201017 was paid to John Thwaites for making a 
road in Cragdale. The inference seems clear. 

(c) Another line has been put forward as the Roman 
one over this length, and is marked in part on the 
Ordnance Survey Map of Roman Britain. It points 
almost due south from a little east of the fort, the 
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first mile ending in Hukermire Moss near the sum-
mit of Addlebrough. This lay-out seems very 
unlikely from an engineering point of view, and a 
careful examination of the traces does not convince 
one that they represent a made road. Digging has 
shown that the upper part in simply a clay bank, and 
the lowest part seems to be merely an old field 
boundary. 

On approaching the junction between roads (1) and (2) 
of paragraph (b) near Stake Moss, a deserted loop is visible 
prolonging and then running parallel to road (2) through 
the fields about 25 yards east of it for about a quarter-mile, 
until it falls into the conjoined road. This has the appear-
ance of 18th century rather than Roman work, having only 
a slight camber; and it seems to be simply a section of 
road (2) thrown out of use by the enclosure of the moors. 
Unless moved to its present position along the township 
boundary wall such a road, with its enclosing walls (traces 
of which remain) would cut the new fields up in a most 
awkward way, and would be blocked time after time by the 
new field walls. This seems quite adequate to account for 
this derelict stretch. In any case, it shows two pronounced 
turns in its short length, and that for no physical reason—a 
phenomenon enough in itself to disprove its Roman origin. 
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APPENDIX II. 

THE CROSSING OF BARDEN BECK. 

As but little is known of the Roman method of crossing 
small streams and of their bridge-building generally, and as 
there is at least a possibility of the foundation of one of their 
bridges existing at Barden Beck, it is well to go into the 
matter in some detail. 

At presei4t the high road passes south from Barden 
Tower to Barden Scale, where it makes an angle, coming 
back into the general line down this part of Wharfedale a 
little past Barden Beck. Across this angle and joining the 
present road about 80 yards north of the bridge is a foot-
path which occasionally shows faint signs of once having 
been a made road. Early 19th century maps (Greenwood 
and Teesdale) mark it as a road. But until the present 
bridge was built (1897) the crossing was by a bridge some 
20 yards downstream, and the masonry is still recognisable. 
On the north bank the approach to this was by a deep, 
narrow and winding hollow, still plain to see. This has the 
appearance of being at least several hundred years old. I 
understand that the approach from the south was by a some-
what similar hollow, now filled in. 

A further 20 yards downstream is the curious structure 
now to be dealt with. Putting together the traditions in 
two families long resident in the district, we obtain a story 
that the road once came along the above-mentioned path 
from Barden Tower, branched from it some 200 yards north 
of the beck, which it crossed by a bridge at this point; and 
shortly afterwards fell into the present line. 

There are surface signs that this story is correct, for 
pieces of a ridge are present in the line north of the beck, 
and one becomes distinct a few yards from the water. Having 
a wall on it, and being among trees, it is impossible to bare 
it satisfactorily, and therefore no detailed description can be 
given. However, it is certainly artificial and of stone. South 
of the water a very faint ridge can be traced in a slight 
curve up the slope as far as the Bradford Corporation's pipe-
line, beyond which it becomes a straight artificial terrace, 
falling into the present road some 100 yards from the stream. 
This terrace was not part of the older modern road, which 
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is shown in the surveyor's plan of the 1897 reconstruction 
as joining the present line soon after crossing, and as close 
alongside or incorporated with it thenceforward. 

A section of this ridge 35ft. south of the foundation 
(Fig. I., Section A) showed a cambered surface l7ft. wide 
between side ditches, and on this was a sprinkling of 
placed gravel. lüft. south of this section the ditches were 
cleared again, and on the terrace, 50 yards south, the gravel 
was found l4ft. wide in good condition (SectionB). The 
west edge has been cut away almost vertically, no doubt by 
the hollow of the older modern road, for it was just about 
here that the east enclosing wall of that road ran (Sur-
veyor's plan already mentioned). The thickness of the gravel 
was not ascertained, but judging from the cut edge it was 
at least one foot. 

We have, therefore, in line an engineered road, of Roman 
form so far as it remains, a road interfered with by a later 
but certainly not quite modern road occupying an approach 
not properly engineered. 

The bridge foundations are twice shown in elevation in 
Fig. I., above as they stand, below as they may be assumed 
to have been originally; and in Fig. II. by a photograph from 
the north-east. 

There are three rough and heavy steps, with one stone 
probably displaced from a fourth step otherwise destroyed. 
These steps remain over l4ft. wide, the east face being 
clear, but the west face so interfered with that the exact 
width cannot be given. Besides these steps the east side-
wall of the bridge is very apparent. Plainly it was once 
horizontal but has now sagged considerably down the slope. 
The corresponding west wall is entirely missing. 

This is on the south bank. On the north bank the stone-
work is so destroyed that we can only say that there was 
once some sort of heavy structure. 

This very peculiar work is unlike any bridge known to 
me, but it seems impossible to explain it except on the 
supposition that the tradition as to its nature is true. 
Certainly it could be used as the basis of a very businesslike 
bridge with a timber roadway, and the whole could be built 
rapidly with but small expenditure of labour. But though 
there cannot be much doubt that the road here was part of 
the Bainbridge-Ilkley Roman road, this does not prove that 
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the supposed bridge was of Roman construction, for 
mediaeval users may quite possibly have rebuilt it. 

In this work I have received much help from Mr. 
A. Downs, of the Chatsworth Estates Company. He has 
not only given permission for the work to be done, but has 
taken much trouble in the way of looking up old plans. 
Mr. Cutmore, the tenant, has also taken much interest in 
the work as well as given permission. Finally, Mr. A. S. 
Dean has helped with the actual digging. 

U 
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APPENDIX III. 

THE SUPPOSED ROMAN ROAD THROUGH 

GRASSINGTON. 

A route down the east side of Wharfedale via Grassing-
ton was put forward by the late Mr. John Crowther (Silva 
Gars, Rydal Press, Keighley), and has been revived by Dr. 
Raistrick (Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, pt. 123) largely 
on the basis of Mr. Crowther's work. 

Dr. Raistrick takes the road south from Buckden at a 
higher level to the east, through Grassington Borrans and 
village, and so to Appletreewick. What I have seen of the 
length from Buckden to the Borrans does not bear out the 
suggestion that a road of Roman type existed. Certainly 
there has been no such continuous through road, for the 
banks of the Kettlewell Borrans and that on the Kettlewell-
Conistone boundary, are unbroken across the line. The 
remains are those of discontinuous tracks, not often lOft. 
wide and with only a length here and there roughly built 
of stone. 

However, in the Grassington region more definite 
evidence is adduced, and with this it seems advisable to deal. 
The Borrans, a little north of Grassington, is an extensive 
native agricultural settlement in use in Roman times, a 
type frequent in Upper Wharfedale. Mr. Crowther thought 
it a "camp" and showed me the Pretorium and Via Principalis. 
It is not a "camp" and these structures do not exist. I 
have examined the ground carefully and repeatedly, and am 
satisfied that no Roman road shows there. Through the 
western parts there is a track, still in use; but it is clearly 
of later date, for it sometimes passes over the uninterrupted 
banks and sometimes through them by narrow cuttings. This 
track can be seen going for a short distance through fields 
towards Grassington by a more direct route than that now 
used.* There is, however, nothing to suggest a Roman 
origin, for it is only some 8ft. wide with a flat surface. 
Through the eastern part of the village, Water Street and 
and Scar Street are supposed to represent a Roman road 
largely because paving has been found under them in laying 

* Marked as a Roman road in Silva Gars, map facing p. xxxii. 



216 THE 131ZADFORD ANTIQUARY. 

pipes. It may be said at once that, unless supported by strong 
reasons on other grounds, such narrow exposures cannot 
be taken as evidence of a Roman road. What is described 
here (largish stones laid on a gravel bed) is not consonant 
with the usual Roman methods, and there are strong 
grounds for raising a doubt as to the Roman origin of this 
pavement. Water Street and Scar Street, as the latter 
originally ran,t make a fairly straight line for about half a 
mile through the village and south of it to join the Hebden 
road near Old Mill Lane. Such a line might be Roman; but 
unfortunately, the same paving has been found at Cockhill 
Barn, Burtree Stubbs and Colvend, all on the Hebden road 
north of Old Mill Lane. The point may be put diagram-
matically thus: where the broken circle represents 
Grassington village, A—B Water Street, B—B'—C Scar 
Street, and D—C—H the Hebden road (H for Hebden) 
Colvend lying near D. 

T -  

I 
I 

B 7 

• If, as Dr. Raistrick apparently takes it, the road ran by 
A—B—B1---D—C, then it cannot be Roman, for such twists 
do not take place in Roman roads except in face of physical 
obstacles not present here. Mr. Crowther's posthumous 
editor supposes a Roman road to have come from the west 
via Threshfield (T—D), and then to have taken the line 

t The part of Scar Street south of B1 is now obliterated as a road. 

U 
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D—C. This solution is equally inadmissible, for, even if the 
approaching road were known to exist, it is not conceivable 
that it should have taken such a turn at D. There is no 
reason why the paving should not be of mediæval date, and 
until more definite and positive evidence can be adduced it is 
unwise to believe in a Roman road at Grassington. 



LETTER FROM ROBERT MORE, 

PURITAN RECTOR OF GUISELEY' 

Giesley this last of September 1620. 

Mr. Highe Cunstable the Warrant which you sent to me and 
which I have shewed to Mr. Harrison of Otley is sufficient 
for our direction in this busynes towching The some for 
Bohemia. Namely that wee the prechers and ministers of 
the churches making choice of two principall men in a litle 
parishe or of 3 or 4 in a greater do by their advise first 
meete and set downe in writing the names of all our 
parishioners in every towne, whom we hould to be of 
sufficient abilitye for this purpose that is worth 401i. in clere 
goods or lands or above. And havinge so don, yt we call 
them ether publickly in the church, or geve them warnynge 
by the constables and churchwardens of every towne to be 
with us at the churche, or some other convenyent place 
upon a certayne day, provyding themselves for this occasion 
and we to set downe what every man doth lend and also to 
reserve a specyall note of all such as we fynd to be able, 
and yet untoward to this so dutifull and christian a worke 
and for our collector or recevor of these summes we thinke 
yourselfe to be fyttest for these parishes on the westside of 
this countie. And so hopinge wee may well be spared at 
Leeds, (except you have some further diversion to impart 
unto us) I cease and rest 

your loving frend 

and carefull pastor 

Ro. More. 

This course I howld to be fyttest for all parishes, and to 
be simply and plainly followed of us all. Let other politicks 
seeke to slip and trifle in so worthy and waightye a cawse 
as they list. Let us deale therfore herin (bona fide) in duty 
to God to his majestie to his royall posteritye, to the Gospell 
and to the church of God in those cuntries now opposed by 
so many and great enemies of God and his Gospell. 

To my Loving frend and parishioner Mr. Walter Stanhope, 
Highe Counstable at his howse in Horsforth. 

(1) Mr. John M. Spencer-Stanhope's MSS, 
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BUTLER WOOD 

AN APPRECIATION. 

By W. H. BARRACLOUGH 

With Bibliographical References 

by MABEL DAWES 

BUTLER Wood, Chief Librarian and Director of 
Art Gallery and Museums for the Bradford Cor-
poration was born in Bradford on 25th July, 

1854. His father, William Hanson Wood, came of a 
moorland stock settled in the Bingley and Eldwick 
district. In 1875 he married Miss Mary Hannah 
Judson, and had three children, two sons and 'one 
daughter. After the death of his wife in 1917, he 
married again, to Miss Elizabeth Pace (1921) by 
whom he had one daughter. 

He was educated successively at Wood and 
Walker's Factory School in Bridge Street, at a small 
school conducted by Mr. Tom Potter at Lidget Green, 
and at the Bradford Mechanics' Institute. An omni-
vorous reàder in his youthful days, he spent most of 
his leisure in the shop of his father, a b!ookse1ler, 
where he developed an interest in literature and art. 

The whole of his professional career was passed in 
the city, being appointed sub-librarian in 1875, and 
in 1884 its Chief Librarian. The following year the 
Art Gallery came under his care in addition to his 
other duties. 

He acted as general secretary, for the art and 
industrial exhibition held in 1904 to inaugurate the 
opening of the Cartwright Memorial Hall, which con-
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tains an Art Gallery and Museum; and in 1915 he 
took charge of Bolling Hall Museum, an historic 
building devoted to the display of objects bearing on 
the history and antiquities of Bradford. Mr. Wood 
retired in 1925, when he was presented with an 
illuminated copy of a resolution of appreciation of his 
fifty years' service, passed by the City Council, a 
Georgian silver salver, and a cheque subscribed by 
the public. Later he took up residence at Rose 
Cottage, Threshfield, Grassington, where he died on 
20th December, 1934. He was buried at Linton 
Parish Church. 

Always good humoured and frank, he was 
innocent of professional stiffness or pedantry, and 
well known for his wide interests and great mental 
activity. Besides his public official duties he associ-
ated himself with cultural matters outside his 
profession. One of the founders of the Bront 
Society, he acted as its Bibliographical Secretary, and 
was editor of the Transactions from their commence-
ment in 1894 to the year 1920, when he resigned and 
was succeeded by Mr. H. E. Wroot. Nine years 
later—in 1929—Mr. Wood resumed this office and 
retired in 1932. 

With a continuous membership of the Council of 
the Society he served as its Chairman from 1906-8, 
and was elected President for the years 1924 and 
1925. Undoubtedly the most important literary work 
which he edited, is Charlotte Brontë, 1816-1916: 
A Centenary Memorial, prepared by the Bronte Soc-
iety, 1917, and containing "A Bront Itinerary" 
by him. His other contributions to Brontë literature 
comprise, "The Influence of the Moorlands on 
Charlotte and Emily Bront," being a paper read 
before the Bradford Scientific Association (Reprinted 
from The Bradford Argus, 6th Jan. 1894); 
Haworth, Home of the Brontës, by Claude Meeker, 
the Preface by Butler Wood, 1895; "A Bibliography 
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of the, Works of the Bronté Family," with a "Supple-
ment" (Bronte Society Transactions, Vol. I. 1898); 
and " Some Bibliographical Notes on the Bronte 
Literature;" being the substance of a paper read 
before the Northern Counties Library Association, 
at Ilkley, 1910, and also before the Bronte Society 
at Wakefield, 1911. (Transactions, Vol. 4, Part xxi, 
1911). He gave an unpublished address to the 
Society at Huddersfield on "The Story of the 
Bronts" (1920) (See J. A. Syrnington's Catalogue 
of the Bront Museum and Library, 1927); "The 
Connection of Charlotte Brontë with the Lake 
District " (Transactions, Vol. 5, Part xxiii, 1913); 
"Note on Mr. Clement Shorter's Charlotte Bronte 
and her Circle (Transactions, Vol. 1, Part iv, 1896); 
Our Late President, Sir W. Robertson Nicoll 

(Transactions, Vol. 6, Part xxxiii, 1923); " Charlotte 
Bronfé on her Contemporaries" (Transactions, Vol. 7, 
Part xxxvi, 1926), and a comment on "An Hitherto 
Unpublished Brontë Letter " (Heaton Review, 1928). 
He supplied the descriptive notes to F. C. Galloway's 
Catalogue of the Objects in the Museum of the Bronte 
Society at Haworth together with a " Memorial 
Notice " of the compiler, 1896. In the Museum there 
is on exhibition " Transcripts (with originals) of a 
Collection of Autograph Letters from Butler Wood 
to Ellen Nussey, 1895," and his own Brontë Society's 
". Cuttings Book," 1893-1917. 

For many years a member of the Council of the 
Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society he was 
an invaluable committee man and bulwark. In 
1903-4 he was elected President, and again for the 
difficult years of the war, 1914-18. His papers 
printed by the Society in The Bradford Antiquary are, 
Some Old Bradford Artists," (Vol. 2, 1892); " Pre-

Historic Antiquities of the Bradford District" (New 
Series, Vol. 2, 1902), quoted for chapters in W. Paley 
Baildon's Baildon and the Baildons, 1914; "The 
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Bradford Newspaper Press " (New Series, Vol. 3, 
1907); "James Lobley, a Bradford Artist," with 
W. E. Preston, (New Series, Vol. 3, 1909); and 
Harry Speight: an appreciation" (Vol. 6—New 

Series, Vol. 4-1915). 

His unpublished addresses to the Society are, 
"Yorkshire as seen by the Older Topographers" 
(11th Dec. 1903), " Bradford's Oldest Books" (29th 
Nov. 1911), "The First Bradford Railway Project, 
1830" (10th Nov. 1915) and "The Hopkinson and 
Other Manuscripts relating to the North of England" 
(8th Nov. 1916). 

During his retirement he made an important 
contribution to the raw material of local history in a 
series of weekly articles reminiscent of Bradford in 
the eighteen-sixties to The Yorkshire Observer, under 
the title of " A Veteran Looks Back." (First article, 
18th April, 1931). 

In the course of a busy life he found time to he an 
active member of societies connected with his pro-
fession. Elected President of the Northern Counties 
Library Association, 1904-6, he was also a member 
of the executive of that body, and in 1895 became a 
member of the Library Association Council. He sat 
on the Council of the. Museums Association for the 
term 1902-5. His principal writings on professional 
matters are, " Three Special Features of Free Library 
Work: Open Shelves: Women's Reading Rooms: and 
Juvenile Departments." (Read at the Annual Meeting, 
Library Association, 1891: The Library, Vol. 4, 
1892); "The Selection of Books for a Reference 
Library." (Read before Annual Meeting of the 
Library Association, 1896); " Thomas Gent: Printer, 
Bookseller and Bookmaker." (Reprinted from The 
Library Association Record, May 1900); "Relative 
Functions of the Reference and Lending Libraries." 
(Read at the Annual Meeting of the Library Associ-
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ation, 1903: Reprinted from The Library Association 
Record, January, 1904); A Brief Survey of the 
Bradford Public Libraries, 1872---1922, 1922; "The 
Maddocks Collection at Bradford " (Magazine of Art, 
1891); "A Note on Picture Catalogues." (Read 
before the Museums Association, 1892); a pamphlet 
(with S. K. Craven) on " How to Look at Pictures," 
issued by the Bradford Education Committee, circa 
1910; "The New Museum at the Cartwright Mem-
orial Hall, Bradford " (Read before the Museums 
Association, 1902); and Official Handbook of Boiling 
Hall Museum, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd editions, 1915-16, 
and 4th edition, 1923. To the "Programme of 
Opening" of Boiling Hall Museum in 1915, he added 
a summary of its historical associations. 

Apart from his literary, tastes he was specially 
interested in geological and archaeological subjects, 
the results of his researches appearing in scattered 
notes to the local press and other publications. His 
Pre-Historic and Pre-Norman Archaeology" and 
Local Place-names" appeared in the British Associ-

ation Handbook, 1900, and were reprinted in the 
Society of Chemical Industry's Handbook for the 
Annual Meeting, Bradford, 1903; "The Ethnograph-
ical Significance of Some Yorkshire Place-Names 
(Bradford Scientific Journal, Vol. 1, 1904-7); 
Pre-Historic Remains in the Shipley Glen District 

(Bradford Scientific Journal, Vol. 3, 1910-12); and 
"Anglian and Danish Occupation " (British Medical 
Association: Annual Meeting, Bradford, 1924). 

In 1896 he became a member of the Bradford 
Literary Club, and for many years was its Honorary 
Secretary until its cessation in 1913. He was elected 
President in 1912. 

It was in the year 1894 that Mr. Wood, following 
the suggestion of Dr. Joseph Wright, issued a circular 
letter to several people interested in the subject of 
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local dialect, who subsequently formed a "Yorkshire 
Committee of Workers " whose object was to gather 
together and digest the Yorkshire material to be incor-
porated in the projected English Dialect Dictionary. 

Later, in 1897, the Yorkshire Dialect Society was 
formed, and he was elected to its Council. As an 
authority and enthusiast he was an extremely we!-
corned commentator by his colleagues on the Council, 
on which he himself sat until the year 1922. 
Interested in the ancient colonisation of the north, he 
addressed the Society in 1898 on "The Danish and 
Norwegian Settlements in Yorkshire." 

He wrote brief biographical accounts of J. Arthur 
Binns and Patrick Branwell Bronte (in Forshaw's 
Poets of Keighley, Bingley and Haworth District, 
1893), and of Charlotte Oates in the same writer's 
Poets of the Spen Valley, 1892. The Preface to 
Forshaw's Poetical Tributes to the Memory of the RI. 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 1898, is from Mr. Wood's 
pen. 

Besides the works cited he published a brochure 
on "Charleš Kingsley's Country" (See Bradford 
Weekly Telegraph, 1st Sept. 1911), and also an 
"Ode to Mr. E. 0. Jenkinson" in celebration of that 
gentleman's Silver Wèdding, 1913. 

One of his earliest, and not the least ardent, of 
his ambitions was to make the Central Public Refer-
ence 'Library as rich as possible with' printed and 
other material pertaining to the immediate neighbour-
hood; and he deserves well of students of local 
history, particularly Yorkshire, for the collection of 
books and pamphlets it contains relating to Bradford 
and the County, which never lost its vital interest 
for him. 

Bradford's Permanent Collection of pictures owes 
much to his efforts and enthusiasm, and his duties as 
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Art Director and Chief Librarian enabled him to 
associate very closely with prominent artists and liter-
ary men of his day, of whom he retained many 
interesting recollections. 

For recreation he would tour the Yorkshire dales, 
communicating his experiences to the local press. 
A characteristic such one, dealing with Upper 'fees-
dale, appeared in The Leeds Mercury Supplement, 
25th April, 1896. 

For his industry and zeal in letters he was made 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. 

It is not too much for The Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society to claim for Butler Wood the 
distinction of a lifelong and praiseworthy preoccu-
pation with matters deeply concerning the historical, 
antiquarian and cultural activities of the city. 

His biography appeared in " Bradford Portraits" 
(1892), and he was the subject of a "Local 
Worthies" feature in The Bradford Weekly Telegraph 
(1st Sept. 1911). 

The portrait of Butler Wood, by. Howard Somer-
ville, R.P., was presented by the artist to the 
Cartwright Memorial Hall in 1926. A reproduction 
of this portrait, from a block kindly lent for the pur-
pose by the Brontë Society, to whom thanks are 
hereby tendered, appears at the beginning of this 
memoir. 



RENTS OF THE HONOR OF PONTEFRACT 

YORKE A SURVEY of the Rents and Royalties 
Honor de of the Honor of Pontefracte with 
Pontefracte thappurtenances within the County of 

Yorke, late parcell of ye possessions of 
Charles Stuart late King of England in 

Right of ye Dutchy of Lancaster and by him setled 
uppon Henery late Earle of Holland deceased, Edward 
Earle of Dorsett and others Commissioners for divers 
yeares yett in being in trust to and for ye use and 
benefitt of Henrietta Maria ye relict and late Queene 
to ye said late King, made and taken by us whose 
Names are subscribed in ye Month of July 1650: by 
vertue of a Commission grounded uppon an Act of ye 
Commons Assembled in Parliament for sale of the 
Honors Manors and lands heretofore belonging to ye 
said late King, Queene, and Prince, under the hands 
and seales of eight of the trustees in the said Act 
Named and Appointed.(') 

ii. s. d. 
THE quit Rents and Rents of Assize due 
and payable to the Lord of the said Honor 
of Pontefracte by the free-houlders and 
coppy-holders within the Wapentake of 
Osgodcrosse alias East Pontefracte in the 
said County of Yorke, houlding of ye 
said Honor by fines certaine according 
to the Custome thereof usually collected 
by the Bayliffe of the said Wappentake 
and payed at Lady Day and Michaellmas 
are per Annum 24 : 02 : 10 

THE Fynes of Certayne tenants within 
the Afforesaid Wappentake made certayne 
by Compossicion for release of Suite at 
the three weeks Courte usually Houlden 
at the Court House in Pontefracte afore-
said for the said Honor are per Annum 01 : 15 : 02 

(1) Original manuscript belonging to Mr. J. M. Spencer-Stanhope. 
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THE Rents of Assize due and payable to 
the Lord of the said Honor of Pontefracte 
by the Coppy holders within the Wappen-
take of Agbridge and Morley alias West 
Pontefracte in ye said County of Yorke 
houlding of ye said Honor by fynes Cer-
tayne according to the Custome thereof 
usually collected by the Bayliffe of the 
said Wappentake and payed at Lady Day 
and Michaellmas are per Annum 07 : 16 : 04 

THE Fynes of certayne tenantes within 
the aforesaid Wappentake made Certayne 
Rents by Compossicion for their Relese of 
Suite at three weeks Courte usually holden 
at the Courthouse within Pontefracte 
aforesaid for the said Honor are per 
Annum ... ... 01 : 04 : 04 

THE quitt Rents and Rents of Assize due 
and payable to the Lord of the said Honor 
of Pontefracte by freeholders and Coppy-
holders within the Wappentake of 
Sciracke and Barkstone alias North 
Pontefracte within the said County of 
Yorke, houlding of the said Honor by 
fyne Certayne according to the Custome 
thereof usually collected by the Bayliffe 
of ye said Wappentake, and by him payed 
at Lady Day and Michaellmas are per 
Annum ... ... ... ... 04 02 : 08 

THE fynes of Certayne tenants within 
the aforesaid Wappentake made Certayne 
rents by Compossicion for their release of 
Suite at the three weeks Courte usually 
houlden at the Courthouse within Ponte-
fracte aforesaid for the said Honor are 
per Annum 00 19 : 02 
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THE Rents of Assize due and payable 
to the Lord of the said Honor of Ponte-
fracte by the Coppyholders within the 
Wappentake of Staynecross alias South 
Pontefracte in the said County of Yorke 
houlding of the said Honor by fynes 
certayne according to the Custome thereof 
usually collected by the Bayliffe of the 
said Wappentake and by him payed at 
Lady Day and Michaellmas are per 
Annum ... 08 : 15: 06 
THE Fynes of Certayne tenants within 
the aforesaid Wappentake made Certayne 
Rents by Compossicion for their release 
of suite at the Courte Barron usually 
held every three weeks at the Courtehouse 
within Pontefracte aforesaid for ye said 
Honor are per Annum ... ... 00 : 16 : 00 

THE Courts Barrons, and Court Leets, 
fynes, and amerciaments of Courts, 
Issues, Postfines, fynes, uppon dissent, or 
Allienacion, Herriotts, Releifs, waives, 
estrayes, fellons goods, deodans, goods of 
fellons of themselves, of fugitives and of 
Condemned persons, wrecks of sea, 
Hawking, Hunting, fowling, fishing, and 
all other proffitts and perquissits, within 
thaforesaid Honnor to the Royalties 
thereof appertayneing wee estimate for 
the year ... ... ... ... 60 : 00 : 00 

Sum totall of the aforesaid 
rents and Royalties are per 
Annum ... ... ... 109 : 12 : 00 

THE Stewards place for the said Honor 
wee estimate to be worth ultra Reprize 
per Annum ... ... ... ... 30 : 00 : 00 
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MEMORANDUMS 

THERE is a Court Barron belonging to 
the said Honor kept at the Court house 
within Pontefracte every three weekes, 
for tryall of petty causes depending 
betwixt the tenantes of the said Honor. 

THERE is alsoe a Courte Leete, and 
Court Barron kept at Wentbridge for the 
said Wappentake of Osgodcross at ye 
usuall times. 

THERE is likewise a Courte Leete and 
Court Barron kept at Berkin for the said 
Wappentague of Barkstone at ye usuall 
times. 

THERE is alsoe a Courte Leete and 
Barron kept at Seacroft for the said 
Wappentague of Sciracke, at the usuall 
times. 

THERE is likewise a Court Leete and 
Barron kept at Moreley for the said 
Wappentague of Morley at the usuall 
times. 

THERE is likewise a Court Leete and 
Barron kept at Netherton for the said 
Wappentagúe of Agbridge at the usuall 
times. 

THERE is likewise a Courte Leete and 
Barron kept at Notton for the said 
Wappentague of Staynecrosse, at ye 
usuall times. 

THE tennantes of the said Honor are to 
performe their suite and service to the 
Lord of the said Honor at the Courts 
aforesaid. 
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THE fee of the Bayliffe of Osgodcrosse 
is 

THE fee of the 
Morley is 

THE fee of the 
Barkeston is 

ii. 

...02: 

Bayliffe of .Agbrige and 
01 

Bayliffe of Sciracke and 
00 

THE fee of the Bayliffe of Staynecrosse 
is ... ... ... ... ... 

THE said fees doe amount in the whole 
51i. 18s. 00d. but wee doe not express 
them as reprizes for that they hould their 
places during pleasure. 

THERE are three hundred forty and odd 
townes and hamlets within the said 
Honor. 

THE ABSTRACTE 

S. d. 

06 : 08 

13 : 04 

18 : 00 

06 : 08 

The Rents-and Royalties are per Annum 109 : 12 : 00 

THE Stewards place is worth per 
Annum ... ... ... ... ... 030 : 00 : 00 

Sum total! ... 139 : 12 

Ex. per Will: Webb, supervisor 
generall, 1650. 

00 

Tho: 
Sam: 
Tho: 
Tho: 

Colberne 
Ayre 
Royse 
Clarke 



THE OLD BRADFORD WORKHOUSE 

WHEREAS at several publick meetings and consultations 
of greatest part of the principal freeholders and other 
inhabitants of the town of Bradford... it hath, upon mature 
deliberation by them, been fully ordered, concluded and 
agreed upon that, for the better providing for all such poor 
people of or belonging to the said town... as now are or at 
any time hereafter shall or may become chargeable to the 
said town, a Workhouse should with all convenient speed be 
erected in some proper place(') near the said town according 
to a certain plan already agreed upon, and that the several 
sums of money now owing by diverse persons to the said 
town, amounting... to 6Ol. or thereabouts, should be called 
in and applied towards the erecting the said Workhouse, and 
as the said sum of 601i. has, upon computation, been found 
by far too little to answer the expence of erecting such a 
Workhouse it has been ordered, concluded and agreed that 
all such further sum and sums of money as shall be found 
requisite and necessary (over and above the said 601i.) to 
be raised and applied towards the erecting the said Work-
house, and compleating and finishing the same, should be 
raised from time to time by a poor rate, or assessment, for 
the poor of the town... and collected by the Churchwardens 
and Overseers of the poor for the time being. And whereas 
it is computed and adjudged that the expences of erecting 
and finishing the said Workhouse according to the abovesaid 
plan will amount to... 3001i. or thereabouts (over and besides 
the... 60h.) and that the raising so large a sum of money 
by way of poor rate.., in a short time may be very grievous 
and burthensome to several of the small freeholders and other 
inhabitants . . . wee, therefore, whose names are hereunto 
subscribed . . . do covenant and agree for ourselves res-
pectively and for our heirs.., to and with Timothy Nicholls, 
Benjamin Jowett, Barnard Shackleton and Abraham Foster, 
the present Churchwardens and Overseers of the poor... and 
their successors, that in order to the carrying on and com-
pleating of the said work with all convenient expedition, the 
said Churchwardens and Overseers.., shall and may from 
time to time as any sum or sums of money shall be wanted 
for that purpose, l)OrrOW and advance the same upon the 
securities of themselves and their successors at as low an 
.interest as they can, and pay the same into the hands of 
such person or persons as now are or hereafter shall be 
appointed trustees or managers of the said work, and that 

(1) At Barkerend. See illustration in William Scruton's Pen and Pencil 
Pictures of Old Bradford, p. 113. 
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all such sum or sums of money so by them borrowed on 
such their securities . . . together with the growing interest 
thereof, shall be paid off and discharged by the moneys 
hereafter to be raised by such yearly poor rates upon the 
said town as shall hereafter yearly by assessment or assess-
ments (of the time of making of which such publick notice 
shall be given that all the freeholders and inhabitants may 
attend that please) be laid, rated and assessed by the said 
freeholders... and by them adjudged the least grievous or 
oppressive to the said small freeholders. . . of the said town. 
In witnesse whereof we have hereunto sett our hands and 
seals the 25th day of July, 1738. Rob. Stansfield, Joseph 
Shaw, Jere. Rawson, C. Booth, Jno. Rawson, Hen. 
Hemingway, Isaac Wood, Hen. Atkinson.(1) 

MANNINGHAM POOR LANDS 

The Three surviving Trustees of certain Lands, situate in 
the Township of Manningham... for the Benefit of the Poor 
of that Township, in Pursuance of the Trusts of the original 
Conveyance of the said Lands, request a Meeting of the 
Freeholders of the same Township, at the House of John 
Ledgard, the Old-Globe Inn, in Manningham, on Friday the 
Seventh Day of June next, at Three o'Clock in the Afternoon, 
to elect Four Trustees in the Places of Charles Swain Booth 
Sharp, Joshua Field, Nathan Jowett, and John Jowett, 
Esquires, deceased.(2) 

By Order, 

[Signed] John Crosley, 

Bradford, 13th May, 1822. Solicitor to the said Trustees. 

(1) Bradford Public Libraries: Miscellaneous Manuscripts. 
(2) York Minster Library: Hailstone Manuscripts. 
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JOSEPH HAMBLEY ROWE 

A MEMOIR AND AN APPRECIATION 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

S
INCE this journal was established nearly sixty 

years ago it has known only four editors: 
William Cudworth (1879-1893), Charles Antoine 

Federer (1893-1908), Joseph Hambley Rowe (1908-
1937), and 'the writer, to whose lot it falls to record the 
work of a colleague who rendered faithful and valued 
service to the Society over a period of thirty-four years. 

When Dr. Rowe died suddenly on May 11, 1937, the 
day after we had attended together the funeral of 
another ex-President, Mr. John R. Lawson, those 
associated with him in the administration of the 
Society's affairs felt that there had departed one who 
was a pillar of our organisation. But not only this 
Society has suffered a grievous loss; others, too, found 
in him an indefatigable worker, as this memoir will 
show. 

Joseph Hambley Rowe was born at Hayle, in Corn-
wall, on July 7, 1870. His father was John Arundell 
Rowe, of Hayle, an engineer in the Colonial Service, 
and his mother Emily Hambley, also of Hayle. His 
father's professional duties frequently necessitated 
absence from England; thus, as a child, our late friend 
lived with the Vicar of St. Elwyn, Hayle, and subse-
quently attended the Grammar School of his native 
town. 

It was his intention to become a chemist, but he 
forsook this calling for that of medicine, and he duly 
entered the Medical School of the University of 
Aberdeen, where he graduated Bachelor of Medicine 
and Master of Surgery in 1894, He practised 
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medicine as an assistant in a general practice at Burnley 
from 1894 to 1896, and on his own account at Cowling 
from 1896 to 1900. From the latter year till his death 
he was in practice at Bradford. 

Three years after his migration to our city he 
married, on September 24, 1903, Sarah Helen Wrathall, 
of Cowling, where the marriage ceremony was per-
formed. Both Dr. and Mrs. Rowe were regularly to 
be seen at the Society's Annual Dinner, but neither will 
again attend that pleasant function, for Mrs. Rowe 
predeceased her husband by only five weeks. After a 
long illness she died on Easter Sunday; and husband 
and wife, so speedily reunited, were interred a't Cowling. 
They are survived by two sons and two daughters, and 
to the elder son, Dr. J. B. Wrathall Rowe, of Harrow, 
I am indebted for certain information contained in this 
biographical note. 

Dr. Rowe held various local medical appointments. 
He was Honorary Anæsthetist to the Bradford 
Children's Hospital and to the Waddilove Samaritan 
Hospital, Surgeon in charge of the Venereal Diseases 
Department of the Bradford Royal Infirmary from 1917 
to 1919, Medical Referee to the Refuge and other 
Assurance Companies, Senior Chairman of a Medical 
Board under the Ministry of Pensions, and Lecturer to 
the Certified Midwives Board of Great Britain. He 
was also a Honorary Life Member of the St. John 
Ambulance Association. 

During the Great War he served his country in the 
capacity of a Lieutenant in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps from 1915 to 1916, when he was stationed at 
Bulford, on Salisbury Plain. Upon relinquishing his 
Army commission he identified himself with the West 
Riding Volunteer Corps, in which he was an officer, and 
retired in 1919 with the honorary rank of Captain. 

When, on January 9, 1903, the Council of this 
Society admitted to membership a youthful medical-
antiquary they, probably, little thought that he would 
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twice fill the office of President and edit this journal 
for as long a period as his two predecessors in the 
editorial chair combined. But the Council apparently 
soon discovered in him a potential asset for, on 
September 12 following, they elected him to the Council, 
on which he served for five years, till his appointment 
as Honorary Editor. 

In those days there were sub-committees for nearly 
all manner of purposes, and the Society's records inform 
us that Dr. Rowe became a member of a Lectures Sub-
Committee on September 23, 1904, a Library 
Sub-Committee on February 1, 1909, a Sub-Committee 
appointed on April 6, 1909, to deal with the manu-
scripts and objects in the possession of the Society, an 
Excursions Sub-Committee in 1909, and an Annual 
Dinner Sub-Committee in 1910. He frequently arranged 
the syllabus of lectures, the last occasion being that for 
the winter of 1926-27, and had much to do with the 
Library thirty years ago. In 1909 there was discussion 
about the Library; in fact, there was a move made to 
disperse it. But we may be sure that Dr. Rowe opposed 
such a proposal; he used to contend that the Society 
should always have its Library, to which, from time to 
time, he gave both manuscript and printed items. So 
far as the Annual Dinner is concerned, he was a 
frequent and welcome speaker, who enlivened his 
speeches with wholesome dialect stories, and almost in-
variably brought to the notice of his audience some 
further evidence of his fertile brain and imagination. 

It is true to say that when he was elected Honorary 
Editor, on November 13, 1908, he was a driving force 
in the Society, sparing no effort and missing no oppor-
tunity to further its objects, usefulness and influence. 
And with it all there was that charming modesty, which 
showed itself when he said that the late Mr. Harry 
Speight had a greater claim than he to the position of 
Honorary Editor. 

From a letter to the late Mr. Thomas Howard, J.P., 
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then the esteemed Honorary Secretary, dated April 4, 
1909, it is clear that he envisaged a greater Society. He 
pleaded for the printing of original local records, such 
as the Bradford Manor Court rolls in the Public Record 
Office, London, which, he said, were the raw material 
for future papers for this journal, and for the publica-
tion of genealogical memoranda, including pedigree 
charts. He referred to the signs of rejuvenation in the 
life and affairs of the Society and the opportunity it 
afforded of the intensive pursuit of a progressive policy 
such as he outlined in his letter. Truly, he had the 
welfare of the Society at heart. 

Before his election as President, on September 21, 
1910, he had contributed to the lecture syllabus. On 
April 6, 1906, he submitted a paper entitled 
"Anthropology of Yorkshire," a subject which always 
attracted him; on February 19, 1909, another on "The 
Rev. George Bayldon: Yorkshire Worthy and Scholar," 
followed, on February 2, 1910, by an exhibition of 
objects of antiquarian interest at a 'Bradfordiana' 
evening. It is a commonplace that he had a deep love 
for the country and what it yielded in the way of 
geological and prehistoric vestiges, and it is probable 
that his little exhibition would include some of these 
objects, whose story he would unfold in that free and 
easy manner so characteristic of him. With his election 
to the office of President, at the early age of forty 
years, came the recognition by his fellow members of 
the conspicuous services he had so far rendered to the 
Society. 

On January 12, 1911, he reported on the informal 
petition which he, as President, conjointly with repre-
sentatives of the Bradford Natural History and 
Microscopical Society and the Bradford Scientific 
Association, had presented to the Lord Mayor asking 
for some measure of municipal support to the three 
oldest Bradford learned societies. We may be certain 
that the author of the scheme for civic recognition was 
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Dr. Rowe who, on many subsequent occasions, 
deplored the lack of official support to the labours of 
these adult educational organisations. 

The subject of the Brontë family was dear to his 
heart, and thus we find that his Presidential Address, 
given on March 17, 1911, bore the title " Relations of 
the Brontës." 

At the close of a year as President, in 1911, he was 
appointed a Vice-President, which office he held till 
1927, and again from October, 1928, till his death. But 
he did not rest on his laurels : immediately he set to 
work on a paper entitled " The Dog in Proverbial Lore," 
which he gave on February 21, 1912. 

At that time, as in after years, he attended as many 
Council Meetings as the demands of a medical practice 
would permit. We remember how he used to come to 
lectures and meetings in the middle of the proceedings, 
after having seen his patients at his surgery, so anxious 
was he to maintain contact with members and assist in 
deliberations by his wise counsel. Often was an appeal 
made to him for his opinion on a matter before a 
decision was made. 

During the years of the Great War Dr. Rowe 
contributed three lectures, namely, "Yorkshire 
Almanacks," on February 10, 1915, "An Antiquary 
in a Wiltshire Military Camp," on January 27, 1916, 
and " Implement Names in Old Local Inventories," on 
February 21, 1917. These were followed by three 
excursions for which he was responsible as leader. The 
objectives were the Hawksworth district, for the pur-
pose of studying prehistoric antiquities, on August 23, 
1919; Queensbury, Ogden, Denholme and Thornton on 
September 18, 1920; and Rooley, Newall and Bierley 
Halls, on September 17, 1921. 

About the latter date he was engaged on the investi-
gation of an early burial mound at Chellow Height, and 
took a pleasure in discoursing upon what he regarded as 
an important local contribution to our knowledge of that 
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remote period, the Bronze Age. On March 1, 1922, he 
exhibited and described to members portions of a 
cinerary urn, a food vessel and human bones found at 
Chellow. 

In 1925 he acted as cicerone on two excursions, to 
Settle and Clapham on June 20, and to Aldborough and 
Boroughbridge on August 8. Then followed, on 
January 13, 1926, an address on "Early Man and 
Specimens of his Implements." 

The next event to record is his election as President, 
for a second term, on October 27, 1927, a honour well-
merited and one which gave its recipient much pleasure. 
Again, after sixteen years, he was no mere 'figure-
head,' for, starting with his Presidential Address, 
entitled" Fifty Years' Work of the Bradford Historical 
and Antiquarian Society," on November 2 following, 
he exhibited and contributed an account of a local 
Chartist's pike-head to the 'Members' Night' proceed-
ings on January 25, 1928, and acted as leader of two 
excursions in the following summer, which saw the 
celebration of the Society's Golden Jubilee. On July 28 
he undertook the leadership at Ripley Church, and on 
the 29th of the following month an interesting evening 
was spent with him in Great Horton. He was a 
President who gave every possible assistance to the 
Honorary Secretary at all meetings, lectures and 
excursions, as the writer can testify from experience. 

When Dr. Rowe relinquished the office of President, 
at the Annual Dinner on October 25, 1928, he gave to 
the Society a Horton township constable's staff, or 
truncheon, as the symbol of office to be used by future 
Presidents. The handing over of this 'weapon' was 
accompanied by a humorous speech by the donor; 
indeed, many times since then has this 'baton of office' 
been the subject of jocular remarks by speakers. 

Afterwards there came a lull in his activities as a 
lecturer, broken on January 13, 1932, by an address on 
"Material for the Study of Local History," followed 
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on November 30 of the same year by a lecturette en-
titled "An Account of a Plague at Birstall in 1632-33." 
This proved to be his last lecture or paper given before 
the Society. Later, at the Annual Dinner on October 
24, 1934, he spoke as the honoured Vice-President guest 
of the Society. 

His last contribution to the Society's proceedings, 
or rather policy, will still be fresh in the memory of 
Council members. It took the form of a scheme whose 
object was the foundation of a Publications Fund for 
the purpose of printing original local records to aid 
historical research. When he outlined his plan in 
November, 1935, Dr. Rowe expressed the hope that 
wealthy citizens of Bradford might be induced, on the 
ground of local patriotism, to help such a fund by either 
donations or legacies. This proposal, his last for en-
larging the scope of the Society's work, has not yet 
been developed. 

For a time he was a member of the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society, but his membership ceased in 
1925. He took an active part in the proceedings of the 
Roman Antiquities Committee for Yorkshire before the 
work of this Committee was taken over by the county 
Society. He did not contribute to the proceedings of the 
Society, but he is represented in its Journal by the con-
tribution mentioned in the bibliography at the end of 
this memoir. 

With regard to his historical and genealogical work 
most of it was associated with his native county, though 
he did much in the county and city of his adoption. Two 
years after he came into our Society he was elected a 
member of the Devon and Cornwall Record Society, 
and after only three years' membership he was 
appointed, in 1908, a member of the Council. Dr. Rowe 
also filled the position of Vice-President, and was 
responsible for a publication, particulars of which 
appear in the bibliography. 
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From 1912 till his death he was a member of the 
Royal Institution of Cornwall, to which he gave papers 
as well as contributed to its Journal. The papers he 
communicated were entitled " Cornish Histories in 
Manuscript" (a valuable list of Cornish histories not 
then printed) in 1921, and "Domesday Manor Identi-
fications in the Victoria County History [of Cornwall]" 
in 1925. 

In 1914 he was elected a member of the Royal Corn-
wall Polytechnic Society, and fourteen years later he 
became Vice-President. From 1930 to 1932 he was 
President. He became Editor of the Society's Annual 
Report in 1934 and held this office at his death. In 
this Society, as in nearly every other that attracted him, 
he entered whole-heartedly into its activities; and 
in 1927 he contributed a paper on "Some 
Cornish Medical Worthies." His keen interest in 
matters prehistoric showed itself when, in 1930, he, as 
President, gave an address on "Eolithic, Palaeolithic 
and Neolithic Flint Implements," and afterwards 
exhibited his collection of implements. 

Dr. Rowe paid a great deal of attention to genealogy 
and made useful contributions to the subject, particu-
larly in the Cornish branch of it. We find, therefore, 
that in 1911 he was elected one of the original Founders 
and Fellows of the Society of Genealogists, of which 
he was a Féllow when he died. 

With such a record of labour in the field of 
archaeological, genealogical and historical research, 
then extending over twenty years, it is not surprising 
that he received the well-deserved honour of election, 
in 1924, as a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of 
London. This honour, the 'blue riband' of the his-
torical and archaeological world, previously enjoyed 
by so few Bradford antiquaries, gave our late friend 
considerable pleasure. 

Not only did historical matters attract Dr. Rowe: 
he found time to engage in literary and 
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scientific pursuits. He .was drawn to the now defunct 
Bradford Literary Club, which received him as a mem-
ber in 1901. Never content merely to attend and listen 
at a society's meetings, he was ever impelled to do 
something for that society in one way or another; and 
two years later he gave his first paper to the Club, his 
subject being "George Bayldon: A Yorkshire Parson 
and Scholar." Then followed, in 1904, his election as 
President for the year 1904-5, and with it his paper 
entitled "Genius, Ability and Heredity." Before the 
Club ceased to exist, a short time before the Great War 
came, he contributed three other papers: "An Analysis 
of the West Riding Personality" in 1907, " Kipling" 
in 1910, and "Humour: A Serious Analysis, with 
Illustrations Local and General" in 1912. 

Perhaps the first society to attract Dr. Rowe on his 
arrival in "the county of broad acres" was the York-
shire Dialect Society, of which he was elected a member 
in 1899. Appointed to the Council of the Society in 
1906, he became its Chairman in 1928 and filled this 
office at his death. Apparently only two contributions 
from his pen appeared in the Transactions of the 
Society. Mr. W. J. Halliday, M.A., the Honorary 
Editorial Secretary of the Society, in a note to me on 
Dr. Rowe testifies to the latter's scholarly interest in 
dialect. "He delighted to mix amongst people who 
spoke the dialect, join in their homely conversation and 
enter with spirit into the humour and pathos of their 
lives. Never a Council Meeting passed but Dr. Rowe 
regaled us with his newest dialect story, told with that 
merry twinkle that always added sauce to his wit. He 
had an instinct and ear for words and quickly came to 
understand and use the Yorkshire dialect. He was 
particularly interested in the philological side. This, 
of course, was only to be expected from one who had 
devoted much time to Celtic studies. But I think that 
we of the Society will best remember him as a great-
hearted adopted son of Yorkshire who loved the people, 
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treasured their speech and devoted his life to their 
service." It may be added that he stressed the import-
ance of obtaining gramophone recordings of dialect 
speech before it disappears beyond revival. 

Another Yorkshire literary society that received 
much support from the subject of this memoir is the 
Brontë Society. Elected a member in 1906, he, in due 
course, was given a place on the Society's Council, which 
seat he retained till his death. He was Chairman of the 
Council from 1920 to 1931; and to the Society's 
Transactions he contributed two papers. It was largely 
through his instrumentality that the late Sir James 
Roberts, Bart., presented the Haworth Parsonage to 
the Society to be maintained as a Brontë Museum. 
In this, as in other societies of which he was a member, 
this man of wide sympathies gave ungrudgingly of his 
time, knowledge and counsel in the furtherance of its 
aims and activities. 

It is natural to expect that professional societies 
would include our late friend in their ranks, and so we 
find that in the year of his arrival in Bradford he 
became a member of the Bradford Medico-Chirurgical 
Society. His membership was broken only by death, 
before which he had served on the Society's Council 
from 1913 to 1915, and as President during the session 
1923-24, when he delivered his Presidential Address 
on "Verÿ Ancient Man." Two other papers were con-
tributed by him to the Society's meetings, namely, "The 
Plague in the West Riding in the 17th Century" and 
"Choice or Alleged Free Will from a Biological 
Standpoint." 

He became a member of the British Medical 
Association in 1919, ind when the Ninety-Second 
Annual Meeting of the Association was held in Brad-
ford in 1924 he was entrusted with the compilation of 
the Conference Book of Bradford. Not only was he 
Editor of this useful publication, but he contributed 
several of the chapters. 
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So far we have seen that Dr. Rowe's interests were 
in the fields of archæology, genealogy, history, literature 
and medicine; but there was another province that 
claimed his attention, namely, science. This was repre-
sented by his membership of four societies. Foremost 
came the Bradford Scientific Association, of which he 
was a member for over thirty years. When the Associa-
tion founded its organ, the Bradford Scientific Journal, 
in 1904, he became Editor of the Anthropology Section 
and continued to serve in that capacity till the Journal 
ceased to appear, in 1912. He gave good service to the 
Association as a ,member of its Council, a Vice-
President, and President in 1906-7 and again in 1924. 
His contributions to the Journal are named in the 
bibliography; but he also gave papers, some of which 
were not published. His Presidential Address in 
1907 was entitled "The Yorkshire Character" ; and 
two years later he contributed to a programme called 
"Antiquarian Notelets." Another address, which he 
gave in 1911, was on "Genius and Heredity." Owing 
to the lack of information I am unable to give any 
further account of his connection with the Bradford 
Scientific Association. 

Another local scientific organisation which counted 
Dr. Rowe among its members is the Bradford Natural 
History and Microscopical Society. But his support 
appears not to have been active during his thirty-two 
years' association with it, as I have found no evidence 
of his contributing to its meetings. This statement 
applies also to the Yorkshire Naturalists' Union, of 
which at one time he was a member, though not at his 
death. 

Geology was a study which held an interest for him 
in later years. He was admitted to membership of the 
Yorkshire Geological Society in 1922, but after six 
years he resigned; he was re-elected in 1931, in which 
year he became a Fellow of the Geological Society of 
London. He made no contributions to the meetings or 
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the publications of these societies; and, while he was 
in the Yorkshire society when he passed away, he had 
resigned his Fellowship of the Geological Society six 
months before, in November, 1936. 

It remains now to allude to other organisations and 
movements with which Dr. Rowe was associated; but 
while these are known to the writer there are still many 
other institutions and adult educational societies to 
which the gave lectures and addresses, of which I have 
no particulars. 

In spite of the demands of a medical practice and 
of his work for the many societies that claimed his 
interest, he still found time for certain other activities. 
For instance, over a quarter of a century ago he became 
attracted to Freemasonry and was admitted to the 
Pentaipha Lodge, No. 974, in 1911. In 1929, however, 
he resigned his membership and, as far as can be ascer-
tained, he then ceased his connection with the free-
masonry movement. 
A meeting, called by Dr. Rowe in 1928, was held 

for the purpose of considering the formation of a 
society for the benefit of residents in the Bradford dis-
trict who were born in Cornwall or had lived in that 
county. It was then decided to establish a society which 
should engage in activities calculated to appeal to 
persons with a common interest, that is, love for the 
county, and who were 'exiles' from their native heath. 
He had the satisfaction of seeing his scheme for such 
a society materialise and its membership grow to almost 
one hundred. His efforts were recognised in his election 
as President of the organisation, the Bradford and 
District Cornish Association. Not only was he 
enthusiastic, in the Association's foundation, but he 
remained an active member and supporter. It is appro-
priate to mention here that in 1929 Dr. Rowe was 
elected a Vice-President of the London Cornish 
Association. 

Some years ago there was formed a Yorkshire 
Society for Celtic Studies, of whose Council he was 
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elected a member. For years a driving force behind 
the maintenance of the Celtic spirit in Cornwall, and a 
member of the old Celtic Cornish Association, it seemed 
natural that he should be selected as the representative 
for Cornwall at the Celtic Congress at Douglas, Isle of 
Man, in 1921, and at Glasgow in 1929. 

In 1928 he received the honour of Bard, under the 
title of "Toizethan", at the Welsh Gorsedd at Treorchy. 
As "Toizethan" he was appointed in 1934 Deputy 
Grand-Bard of the Cornish Gorsedd, and he was also 
an Honorary Welsh Bard. 

At the age of fifty-nine years, when some people 
are contemplating retiring from a life of activity, he 
was admitted by the University of Leeds as a candidate 
for the degree of Master of Arts. For this he under-
took the task of writing a thesis on the history of a 
Cornish parish, which was accepted and the degree 
awarded in 1931. 

An important event in connexion with Cornwall was 
his suggestion for an International Arthurian Congress. 
He carried out the organisation of the Congress which 
was held at Truro in 1930. It was proclaimed a suc-
cess, a fact largly due to Dr. Rowe who, as Honorary 
Secretary, not only displayed ability and energy for the 
work, but was the moving spirit of the event. 

He was steeped in the traditions of his native 
county, and no one appreciated more than he their 
romance and picturequeness. But he took nothing 
for granted: instead, he strove for reality, and 
when failing to discover it did not hesitate to say so. 
It was a difficult thing for him to do when he denied 
that Tintagel was the birthplace of King Arthur, or that 
King Arthur ever possessed a castle there. But he will 
be none the less honoured because of his fearless 
criticism. 

At heart a bibliophile, he was the possessor of an 
excellent collection of books, engravings, manuscripts, 
maps, pamphlets and portraits relating to his native 
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county. In addition to his library, which contained 
some rarities among its 6,000 items, were the manu-
script collections he himself had made on Domesday 
Book, place-names, civil and ecclesiastical history, 
pedigree charts, parish registers and other subjects 
relating to Cornwall. The hope expressed by the Royal 
Cornwall Polytechnic Society, that this great store 
of material would some day be published in book or 
pamphlet form by Dr. Rowe must, alas, remain 
unrealised. 

In addition to book-collecting he had other hobbies. 
It is not commonly known, for example, that he was 
the author of several lyrics which had been set to music 
by various composers. He was also an ardent student 
of philately and a keen collector of fossils and flint 
implements. 

Essentially a scholar, he preferred to work in an 
untilled field of historical research, or traverse the more 
or less untrodden byways of knowledge and learning; 
and it is in this respect that the humble student, equally 
with the experienced antiquary, will realise the loss 
that his death has meant to those engaged in archæo-
logical and historical studies. Only his intimate friends 
realise the delight he experienced in a pursuit that to 
many persons seems dull and lifeless. A student of 
many subjects, his enthusiasm conveyed itself to 
others, and here is where Dr. Rowe's influence 
was felt. With his help and encouragement some good 
work has been done that, but for him, would never have 
been undertaken. One never asked help of him in vain: 
all the assistance within his power was ever freely given; 
and in his utter unselfishness, perhaps, is to be found 
the outstanding characteristic of his life. One aim of 
his was the encouragement of the young, so that there 
might be some to carry on the work he loved so well. 

Genial and lovable, kindly and good-natured to all 
with whom he came in contact, it is little wonder that, 
possessing such desirable attributes, he acquired a wide 
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circle of friends in our city. Bradford has lost a 
charming personality and a well-loved figure, as well 
as an antiquary of considerable knowledge, whose loss 
our Society could ill-afford; and Cornwall has been 
deprived of a distinguished and true son, Joseph 
Hambley Rowe, whose name will live for ever in her 
annals. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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second Annual Meeting of the British Medical 
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'Notes and Queries' in the Western Morning News, 1924 
to 1926. 

The Bradford Scientific Journal (Anthropology Section), 
1904 to 1912. 
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The Chapel of St. Sitha at Bradford: Who was St. Sitha? 
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Notes on a Map of the Lordship of Horton, circa 1722, 
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A Contribution to the Anthropology of the West Ridirig 
(with Dr. John Beddoe), Vol. XIX, p. 31. 
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JOSEPH HAMBLEY ROWE 249 
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Disposal of the Dead in Ancient Times. (Paper read to 
the North of England Branch of the British Institute 
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Three Notable Penzance Men: George Clement, Frederick 
and Charles William Boase, October 18, 1933. (Paper 
given before the Penzance Natural History and Anti-
quarian Society). 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE SOCIETY 
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THE present issue of this journal appears in the 
year which marks the sixtieth anniversary of 
the foundation of the Society. It seems appro-

priate, therefore, that in this Diamond Jubilee year 
there should be placed on record the names of those 
who have filled the office of President and, by virtue 
of that position, have been responsible for seeing the 
original aims and activities of the Society faithfully 
pursued. In the list below will be noticed the names 
of many bygone citizens who were conspicuous by their 
efforts for many worthy causes, not the least of which 
was the propagation of the study of local history. 
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1929-31. 
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THE CRAVEN WAY; 

OR, THE ROMAN ROAD FROM YORK TO 

CARLISLE VIA SETTLE 

BY FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

T
HIS ancient road, approaching twenty-five miles 

long, only exists in its original form brokenly 
over about two miles on Great Wold (the north-

east shoulder of Whernside) where it is plainly of the 
Roman type, strongly built, cambered and kerbed, about 
eighteen feet wide. But it can be shown that pieces 
exist here and there between Settle and Brigg Flatts 
(where it crossed the Rawthey near Sedbergh), and 
these pieces show real resemblance to Roman 
work. Also they can be connected up by means of 
lengths of old road still in use to form a through route 
now forgotten as such. There seems to be no doubt 
that to the south it originated from a recognised Roman 
road (the Queen's Street). And there is no doubt that 
before crossing the Rawthey it was joined by another 
recognised Roman road running north from Ribchester. 
In addition, there is an earthwork resembling a Roman 
marching camp alongside it at Settle, and there is 
evidence that a fort was passed at West House, about 
one mile south-east of Dent. 

These points taken together perhaps do not abso-
lutely prove the road to be Roman, -but the cumulative 
evidence is so strong as to create more than a pre-
sumption to that effect. 

At Settle the Queen's Street, coming from York 
via the forts at Ilkley and Long Preston, crosses the 
Ribble and continues to High Paley Green; a piece being 
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recognisable on Clapham Common, six miles further 
on, pointing to the Overborough fort. As this road 
descends the hill towards Settle (where it is the old 
road from Long Preston by Hunter Bark) it throws 
off a branch on the edge of the town (Castleberg Lane), 
which sweeps round the foot of Castleberg, on which 
there is an earthwork possibly of Roman date.(') 

On leaving the town this road (the original ouÎÏt 
from Settle to the north) swerves a few yards to the 
east round the Townhead grounds, and then returns 
to its old line. The likely way for a Roman road would 
be straight on through the grounds. However nothing 
shows there; but, having passed these grounds, faint 
signs show through three fields just west of the high-
way, gradually merging with it. 

At three eighths of a mile beyond Townhead it 
swerves to the left; but if prolonged a further three 
eighths of a mile it would pass the east edge of Lang-
cliffe and fall into the road thence to Winskill, which 
takes the line for a quarter of a mile and then turns 
more north-east. But this first quarter of a mile is 
continued as a footpath for three eighths of a mile, when 
it is broken by the Craven Lime Company's works. 
This path has been a road at one time, at least in part, 
for there are remains of a properly engineered length, 
cambered, about seventeen feet wide, and quite of the 
Roman type. It is crossed not only by field walls but 
by strip-lynchets, which cut into the gravel and are 
therefore more recent. This ends off in the railway 
cutting, but the path is resumed north of the lime works 
until it joins the main road up Ribblesdale very obliquely 
just north of the Taitlands grounds. Towards this north 
end it has certainly been a made road, and shows some 
resemblance to Roman work. For perhaps 200 yards 
the Stainforth-Settle boundary turns out of its east 
to west course in order to follow it. 

(1) See Appendix. 
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One would judge these two lengths of path to have 
been united originally, and the old six-inch Ordnance 
Survey map so shows them; and one can judge it con-
fidently to have been a properly made road. There can 
be no doubt that it was there before the lynchets, and 
not much that it preceded the boundary. That is to 
say, it can hardly be less than 1,000 years old. 

We have now nearly rached the edge of Great 
Stainforth village (note the name), through which the 
present road passes, turning sharply to the left as it 
does so, to resume the line of the above described path as 
it leaves the village. One would judge, therefore, that 
the present road beyond the village is on the Roman 
line, and that the Stone ford was about 150 yards down 
tream from the present bridge; but there is some 

doubt, for a path takes up the main road line from 
just north of the church, to rejoin the present road 
in half a mile, and this path shows some signs of once 
having been a road. Be that as it may, for most of 
the length from Stainforth to the Ribble crossing the 
highway must be on the Roman line, for no other 
ground is possible for a road of any size; and at half 
a mile there is plainly an older road of Roman type 
just east of it for about 100 yards, and very faintly 
again at one mile. 

At the level of Helwith Bridge (one and a half miles 
beyond Stainforth) the road divides into four, one of 
which (now disused and blocked) goes straight forward 
for a quarter of a mile to the Ribble, ending in the 
water. This curious piece is shown on eighteenth 
century maps and was plainly once a public highway. 
On approaching the stream it is strongly built of cobbles 
and seventeen feet wide between kerbs. 

There is nothing definite for two miles, though faint 
marks show in the same line occasionally towards Crag 
Hill (one mile), and these might well yield results if 
trenched. Between Crag Hill and the next identified 
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piece the railway, probably, and the Horton quarries 
certainly occupy a considerable length of the ground. (2) 

About half-way between Beecroft Hall and Horton 
station a faint and irregular ridge appears, pointing as 
before a little west of north. This can be traced more 
or less distinctly to Blind Beck (about a quarter of a 
mile), and digging shows it to be a gravel road over 
eighteen feet wide between two well-defined but not 
kerbed edges. This is laid on the natural clay into 
which a gutter, some three feet wide and one foot deep, 
has been cut on the west, or low, side. The stone is 
now only a few inches thick, but the edges show the 
beginning of a camber in the usual style. 

Beyond Blind Beck little or nothing shows for 
several hundred yards until a wall is struck in the same 
line dividing moor on the east from rough pasture on 
the west. Along this a track or ridge can be seen, the 
more plainly the further north we go, until the wall 
turns sharply east, leaving the ridge running straight 
on in line with the present road, which lies perhaps 
100 yards ahead. This length is about one mile 
long. The highway continues roughly in line for half 
a mile, and presumably represents the Roman road. It 
then turns well out of line for half a mile to Selside, 
and over this part no certainly identifiable traces 
remain; but from Selside there is evidence of one sort 
or another right into Dentdale (seven miles). 

About twenty yards west of the highway the Roman 
road is plain, emerging from under old farm buildings, 
the gravel being only just underneath the sod. It cuts 
across the corner of a close to join the highway about 
twenty yards past these buildings (the last west of the 
highway in Selside), and thenceforth for nearly two 
miles the lay-out is absolutely of the Roman type, in 
straight lines from viewpoint to viewpoint except where 

(2) There is an old road (now largly disused and blocked) up this side 
of the dale from Heiwith Bridge to Horton. This is plainly not 
Roman. 
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a steep ascent is struck. Thence to the Hawes-Ingleton 
(Roman Bainbridge-Lancaster) road no such lay-out 
is possible, but on each side of Gawber there are signs 
of the old road platform to the east. 

Beyond Ribblehead we are on the open moor, and 
for half a mile the ground is so bad that the 
road is forced into quite a twisting course. Except on 
approaching Blea Moor tunnel the superficial signs 
become reduced to those of a stone-made road of in-
definite form, which is mixed up with contractor's roads 
built during the railway construction. From the 
junction of the present roads the Roman one can be 
seen about a quarter of a mile ahead, ascending a low 
point in a slight scar. The connection with the road 
from Selside is by no means plain, and could not be 
safely postulated if it were not known that the gravel 
exists under the peat. But as we work over this quarter 
of a mile the existence of a made road becomes gradu-
ally clearer, sweeping a little to the west and back again 
in order to avoid a soft and shallow basin. 

Having ascended the scar another and larger one 
lies close ahead, and the road therefore turns sharply 
west on the platform between the two. Shortly it be-
comes overlaid by a contractor's road, from under which 
it emerges only a few yards before reaching the railway, 
under which it disappears. It re-emerges shortly south 
of the bridge under which the accommodation road 
from Winterscales passes, and then the two combine 
and run alongside the east edge of the railway for 
nearly a mile to the mouth of Blea Moor tunnel. Then 
the route is fixed over a rough pasture for three 
quarters of a mile by the bridle way to Dent. Here all 
trace is obliterated by cultivation; but when the 
Ingleton-Dent boundary wall is passed open moor is 
reached again, (3) and (though overgrown by peat) the 

(3) Here the name of the road is marked on the old six-inch Ordnance 
Survey map, though the road itself is not shown. This is our 
authority for the name. 
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line is quite easy to follow and the stonework shows as 
soon as firm ground is encountered. 

There is nothing noteworthy except the existence 
of two double culverts or small bridges and a twist 
three quarters of a mile from the moor edge, plainly 
due to a wish to avoid deep peat. The structure is 
typical of Roman work. During the descent into Dent-
dale (the highest point is 1,777 feet), almost straight 
and in part very steep, the road shows mainly as 
wandering tracks. However, near the bottom for 
several hundred yards it becomes a straight ridge be-
tween enclosing walls, ending abruptly on striking a 
plantation through which, until lately, the mark was 
visible in a straight line onwards to join the road down 
the east side of Deepdale shortly before this ends in the 
through road down the south side of Dentdale. At 
this point a low mound lies to the north, and there is 
reason to think this the site of a Roman fort(4) At some 
unidentified point near by the Overborough-Bainbridge 
road must have crossed the Craven Way. Hencefor-
ward, it seems unlikely but that the present road repre-
sents the Roman road almost to Dent village, and there 
are appearances alongside apparently confirming this.(') 

Judging from old and not too reliable maps (Jeffery 
and Tuke), the original entry into the village was a 
curious one. It branched to the west at a slight 
angle some 200 yards before reaching the first houses, 
followed an existing path across Flinter Gill and 
then turned down the far side of the stream. The path 
goes in a general straight line for about one mile 

(4) In 1936 trenches showed some twenty yards of V ditch, seventeen 
feet wide at the mouth and over six feet deep. Beyond this, a bank 
of clay fifteen feet wide in the form of a rampart was cut, followed 
by fourteen feet of road gravel. At the centre of this (apparently 
the south side) a gravel road was found piercing the supposed 
defences, and the road from the north gate appears to be visible 
aiming for the bridge across Deepdale beck. No finds were made. 

(5) A local account, kindly supplied by the Rev. H. Sparling, differs 
from this in two respects: (1) Between Deepdale and Dent it takes 
a more westerly line by Slack and Heiks; (2) Between Gawthrop 
and Brackensgill it also lies more west by Combe House. 
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altogether, past Mill Beck to Gawthrop, beyond which 
it becomes an almost straight road for three eighths of 
a mile, and then turns in a way not likely to be of 
Roman design. But the path has certainly been a road, 
at least in parts, and the straight one and three eights 
miles is most probably the Roman lay-out. From 
Dillicar to Brackensgill (one mile) there is no way for a 
road except much as at present, and there seem to be 
occasional marks of the Roman road a trifle west of 
the existing way. Beyond Brackensgill there is a loop 
for over a quarter of a mile, and of the two limbs the 
west (disused) one looks the older and more likely to be 
Roman. Beyond this for three quarters of a mile the 
ground admits of only one way, as now, and then on 
approaching the mouth of the dale there is no possible 
way of carrying on except by a swing to the west. 
Straight on would entail a crossing of both Dee and 
Rawthey in their gorges, and though a slight turn would 
avoid the Dee, the Rawthey ravine remains a very 
serious obstacle. The course, therefore, continues for 
about a mile until a nick in the river escarpment is 
reached, and the road turns sharply north through this 
nick (here it is an occupation road) and makes directly 
for the river alongside the county boundary. The rail-
way has been built and the road reconstructed since the 
first six-inch Ordnance Survey map was issued and 
matters have been obscured, and certain points must 
be noted which seem to make it sure that the road 
now existing is mostly, but not always, on the Roman 
line. (a) Near Dentdale mouth the road turns out of 
its old course for a quarter of a mile in order to skirt a 
hollow on the south. The old road continued its sweep 
on the north side of the hollow, and can be followed 
through the fields as a wide artificial terrace with 
occasional signs of a camber. It is a boundary. 
(b) Where the road turns down to the river it can be 
seen for a few yards on each side of the railway dis-
tinct from the accommodation road, but not with any 
distinctive Roman features. (c) A little east of the 
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lower part of the boundary a faint ridge can be seen 
accompanying it. This is too much destroyed to be 
recognisable with certainty as a Roman road from 
surface indications only. 

On the north bank of the Rawthey a public road 
through Brigg Flatts begins, and points at one and a 
half miles' range almost exactly in line with the first 
straight length of Howgill Lane, recognised as the 
Roman road on to Carlisle. 

On the north side of the railway, about fifty yards 
from where the Craven Way crosses it, and aiming 
directly at the gap by which the Craven Way descends, 
is the most northern part of the road from Ribchester. 
Though much broken up it is clearly recognisable, and 
must have reached this position by a sharp turn where 
(coming up Lonsdale as Jordan Lane) it strikes the 
railway. Such a turn can only mean that it went out 
of its natural course onwards via Holme in order to 
make use of a river crossing already prepared for the 
Craven Way. Of the two, therefore, the Craven Way 
was earlier in date. 

Within limits there is no great difficulty in reading 
the meaning of the Craven Way. It is a prolongation 
of the York-Tadcaster-Ilkley-Long Preston route to 
form a through road from York to Carlisle. It seems 
futile to argue whether it was first planned to reach the 
Lake District via Overborough, and subsequently to it 
was added a branch to Carlisle, or whether the Carlisle 
route was the earlier, with a branch to the Lake District. 
There are really no basic data. Quite probably the 
builders' design was to reach the north-west in general 
and to crush opposition there, whether in what is now 
Yorkshire, Westmorland or Cumberland. But we 
must not fall into the error of looking on the more 
southerly part as a York-Ribchester road, throwing off 
a branch towards Settle and beyond at Skipton. The 
lay-out at Skipton is quite conclusive as to that. As in 
the case of the Rawthey crossing, the road coming 

/ 
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north-west from Ilkley after five miles faces impossible 
ground, and has to swing west for two and a half miles 
in order to reduce the descent, and to open up an out-
look in front. It reaches the first possible jumping-
off place opposite Skipton, and at once resumes its 
north-west direction, crossing the quite independent 
road east from Ribchester soon after. A glance at the 
map will explain the point. 

Now if we take it that the Craven Way was a York-
Carlisle road, and that the road north from Ribchester 
was later, then in the present state of our knowledge 
it means that Carlisle was first occupied by an expedi-
tion from York, Chester taking at most a quite 
subsidiary part in the movement. However, our know-
ledge may be incomplete and a hitherto unrecognised 
road may have existed from Chester via Lancaster and 
Kendal to Carlisle. 

Again, it seems absolutely clear that during the 
main part of their occupation the Romans used the 
route to Carlisle via Aldborough, Catterick, the Stain-
more road and Brougham, where the Craven Way was 
met. Now this way is so far superior to the Ilkley-
Long Preston route that there seems very little point 
either in making or using the latter if the Stainmore 
route was open. This seems to argue that the Craven 
Way was the earlier of the two, and very possibly dates 
from before the York- Catterick-Dere Street route was 
in existence, or the country across Stainmore properly 
explored. Or, put in another way, it may have been a 
more or less tentative exploratory way towards the 
north-west before Agricola began his great move into 
Scotland. In fact, it may mark one of Petilius Cerialis' 
moves across the country which he over-ran but failed 
to settle. (6) 
I am much indebted to Lady Cavendish Bentinck for 

allowing digging at Dent. Mr. Rosse Butterfield has 
kindly helped in various ways. 

(6) Tacitus, Agricola, 17. 
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APPENDIX 

CASTLEBERG CAMP 

The quadrangular earthwork shown in the plan has 
a very definite resemblance to a small Roman marching 
camp. The remaining sides are straight and the 
corners rounded; and it has clearly been planned by a 
military engineer, as is shown by the ground chosen 
and the use made of that ground. To the west is an 
unscaleable precipice. Any defence here would not 
need to be more than formal; and none shows now, 
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whatever may have been the case originally. The 
precipice sweeps round the. north side, diminishing as 
it goes. On the other two sides there is a definite down-
ward slope, on the east followed shortly by a steep rise 
of several hundred feet. For close quarters fighting the 
position is extremely strong. 
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On the other hand it is unlike Roman work in that 
(1) it is unusually elongated (this, however, is necessi-
tated by the slopes); (2) there are no signs of gates; and 
(3) there is only slight and indefinite sign of a ditch 
(but this may perhaps be accounted for by the rock 
being close beneath the sod). 

NOTES ON DIAGRAM 

A—East of Bainbridge there is a deserted road 
running past the south side of Bolton Castle. It is 
mentioned by Pearson (7) and is locally reputed to be 
Roman. 

B—About a quarter of a mile above Bearnsley 
Bridge an old road runs from the south side of Kex 
Beck crossing the Langbar road, which it accompanies 
on the south side, and then across the fields by Gibbeter 
to rejoin it before Beacon Hill House, past which it runs 
as Badger Gate by Ward's End, and along Foldshaw 
Ridge to join the Roman road north from Ilkley at Bow 
Shaw. The lower part shows distinct resemblance to 
Roman work. Of the upper part beyond Ward's End 
we can only say that it looks as if there had once been a 
considerable made road along the line, but it is now so 
much destroyed that nothing definite can be made out. 
Badger Gate continues eastwards, but beyond the Ilkley 
Roman road it becomes the merest worn track. North-
wards, in line with the Roman road north of Ilkley, I 
have seen broken traces of some sort of road down 
Blubberhouses Moor, and also on Kex Gill Moor; but 
the local conditions make satisfactory tracing impos-
sible. Beyond Redshaw Gill a local road with signs of 
Roman lay-out continues the line for three-quarters-of-
a-mile, and after crossing the Washburn it becomes 
Street Lane for a quarter of a mile, followed by a track 
towards Thruscross. At Castlestead, Pateley Bridge, 

(7) Roman Yorkshire, p. 115, 
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much in the same line, a very small quadrangular 
'camp' is marked on the first six-inch Ordnance Survey 
map. Here Roman pottery is said to have been found.(') 
On the whole it seems not unlikely that the road north 
from Ilkley was prolonged this way, and that the road 
east from Rihchester used a short length of it, pursuing 
the winding course described above on account of the 
very difficult ground. If so, the Ribchester road was the 
later in date. 

C—Road north-west past Elslack: There seem to 
be traces for a short length near Bank Newton, If so, 
then the course must have been somewhat as marked 
here. 
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THE MANOR OF HARDEN(') 

BY CLIFFORD WHONE 

BETWEEN the River Aire and two of its tribu-
taries, the Worth and Harden Beck, rises a 
triangle of uplands, embracing six square miles. 

At the summit., which is half-way along the ancient road 
from Haworth to Bingley and is little short of 1,000 
feet above the sea-level, there emerges the broad face 
of a rock, disfigured to-day, unfortunately, by the ugly 
wall which surmounts it. This is Arley Stone, other-
wise Early Stone; according to Speight, it has also 
been named Hadelstone, Hateistone and Hathel-
stone; and certain documents dating from the eight-
eenth century refer to it mistakenly as Farnley Crag. 
For at least eight centuries it has been a landmark of 
some importance for, to use the words of a medieval 
charter, this is "the place where the bounds begin." 
At the present time, it is a fixing-point in the line which 
separates the Municipal Borough of Keighley from the 
Urban District of Bingley; two and a half centuries 
ago—and this may have been the time when it received 
those puzzling initials, " S.P.; A.B.; T.F."—it marked 
the conjunction of three manors: those of Keighley, 
Hainworth and Harden; and not very long after the 
Conquest, it knotted the boundaries of no less than four 
domains: the vills of Keighley, Hagenworth and 
Hadelton, and the wood of Haredene. 

North-east towards the Aire and north-west 
towards the Worth, the hillsides are cold, bleak and 
precipitous; but the warm southern slopes are gradual 
and, before Harden Beck is reached, their fields are 

(1) This paper is based on Mr. W. E. Preston's transcriptions of the 
Ferrand MSS., and on the Harden charters printed in the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society's Record Series, Vol. XXXIX, 
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conveniently watered by two streams. Of the six 
square miles in the triangle, it is the three lying south 
of the old road from Haworth to Bingley which are the 
most fertile, and consequently, in the days when 
England grew most of her corn, they were eminently 
the most desirable. Moreover, the ground was formerly 
stored with minerals, which were esteemed even higher 
than the crops above. Altogether, this land was for 
long regarded as a most desirable possession, and it 
was this which the pious descendants of Asolf, under 
the rule of the Angevins, granted in frankalmoign to 
the monks of Rievaulx. Half a mile to the south of 
the stone there rises a stream, which used to be known 
as Hadelton Broc or Mere Broc, and it was this which 
divided the vill from the wood. On the east, as far as 
the ancient road and probably beyond it to the Aire, lay 
the viii of Hadelton or Hagelton (said to mean "Hilda's 
Town ),(2) and on the higher ground to the west lay the 
wood of Haredene. Both were assigned to the monks 
and in each was provided a suitable site for a forge. 

The first donor mentioned in the charters was a 
grandson of Asoif, named Adam de Birkin, who was 
living in 1166; but, as may be gathered from a Bull of 
Alexander III,(') he was merely confirming a grant 
previously made by his father, Peter de Birkin. The 
endowment included the use of dead wood and minerals 
in Hagelton, as well as ten acres, west of what we now 
call Beckfoot, for the monks' forges. Needless to say, 
'the dead wood, which the monks alone were allowed to 
burn, was to make charcoal for use in iron-smelting. 
Pasturage was allowed for horses, oxen, cows, pigs 
and goats. By a second charter, Adam granted the viii 
itself and the men of the viii, except for a bovate which 
belonged to the canons of Bolton. Hagelton was to be 
"held as a pittance for ever for the convent of Rievaulx 

(2) Yorkshire Archælogical Society: Record Series, Vol. XXXIX, 
whence most of the facts regarding the medieval charters are taken, 

(3) Thoresby Society Publications, Vol. IX. 
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in bread and drink and fish on the day of the anni-
versary of his death." Adam died in 1207 and was 
succeeded by his son John, who now granted also the 
dead wood and minerals to be found in the wood of 
Haredene as well as six acres of land for the erection 
of a second forge, which was to be on the left bank of 
Haredene Broc, east of the place where it was crossed 
by the Wisidene road. He also provided that the men 
of the viii of Hadelton were to have free pasturage in 
the wood for all flocks except goats. John died in 1227, 
when his son Thomas completed the endowment by 
granting the whole of the land and wood of Haredene. 
Thomas's charter is especially interesting because it 
outlines in detail the bounds of the wood; since, how-
ever, it has long been familiar in the histories of Bingley 
written by J. H. Turner and H. Speight, there is no 
need to quote from it. Robert of Everingham, husband 
of Thomas's sister and heiress, Isabel, who succeeded 
her brother in 1230, confirmed the grants of the viii of 
Hadelton and the wood of Haredene; but the title of the 
monks was not yet perfect, as one or two fields were 
held privately. These were purchased, one by one. 
John de Castelaya, for instance, had land which "had 
been given him for his homage and service by John de 
Birchin, as the charters which he handed over to them 
testified. He sold the land (Easter, 1230) by the wish 
and assent of his brother and heir, Richard. He and 
his brother plighted their faith with their hands in the 
hands of brother John of Hoilbire, then a guest at 
Rievaulx, that they would never do anything against 
this sale and quitclaim." (4) 

For 300 years the kind was subject to the monks, 
and then came the Dissolution of the Monasteries. The 
distinction between the viii of Hadelton and the wood 

(4) Yorkshire Archæological Society: Record Series, Vol. XXXIX. For 
a detailed account of these charters see an article by Dr. Francis 
Villy on the "Slag Heaps at Harden," in The Bradford Antiquary, 
New Series, Part XV1, 
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of Haredene had now been lost, and the two, combined 
under the name of the manor of Harden, were still 
numbered amongst the Abbey's richer properties, al-
though the forges seem to have gone out of use. "The 
general suppression of the larger monasteries 
commenced in the spring of 1540 and continued for 
several months or till the November following. 
Amongst the first crowd of the smaller gentry who 
sought to enrich themselves out of the spoil of the 
ancient church "5) was Walter Paslew, of East Riddles-
den, who purchased the manor of Harden on February 
18, 1540-1. Already the lord of Hainworth and 
Marley, Paslew now owned the whole of the six square 
miles in the triangle between the Aire, the Worth and 
Harden Beck, except for some insignificant acres of 
woodland on the steep northern slope. His recent pur-
chase contained more than 400 acres of ploughland and 
at least three times as much meadow, pasture, wood 
and moorland. There were thirteen farms and the 
Grange, as well as three walk mills; the rents amounted 
to 201i. a year and the price he had paid was 
2741i. 13s. 4d., which would be recovered in less than 
fourteen years. It would seem that there were valid 
reasons for self-congratulation; yet it may be suspected 
that, when finally he had signed the indentures, his mind 
was not altogether without misgivings, for it was not 
to every one in his family that the Dissolution had spelt 
good fortune. His uncle, for example, Sir John Paslew, 
the late Abbot of Whalley, had been hanged for his 
share in the Pilgrimage of Grace; and if his cousin, 
John Lacy, of Cromwellbottom, had not suffered the 
same fate, he had come within an inch of it. Whatever 
were his feelings in the matter, he did not live to enjoy 
his new lands for long, as he died four years after 
purchasing them. By a curious irony, it was precisely 
because his grandson was over-zealous where he had 

(5) The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Vol. I, p. 23. 
(6) T, W. Hanson: The Story of Old Halifax, p. 99. 
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been discreetly accommodating that the Paslews lost for 
ever the manor which had been obtained so easily. 

This grandson was also named Walter and he had 
married Ellen, the daughter of the aforesaid John Lacy. 
A staunch Roman Catholic, he took part—so, at least, 
it is surmised—in the Rebellion of the North of 1569, 
and part of his punishment was to spend some months 
in the Tower of London. Speight tells the story thus: 

"An old inscription on the walls of Beauchamp Tower 
reads: 'Walter Paslew 1569,' along with the motto: 
'Extrema Anchora Christi 1570,' and the figure of an 
anchor. It has been doubted whether this actually 
refers to the imprisonment here of Walter Paslew of 
Riddlesden, but from what we know of the family, 
there is a strong probability that it does."(7) 

A careful examination of the Ferrand Manuscripts 
inclines one to think that "probability" is too mild a 
word. To begin with, it is unquestionable that immedi-
ately after 1569 the Paslews found themselves in 
difficulties; and between 1571 and 1572 they disposed of 
a considerable portion of their heritage, including the 
entire manor of Harden. These facts alone by no means 
prove the case, but they become weighty with signific-
ance when the antecedents of Walter Paslew's legal 
adviser are known. Not only was he Attorney to the 
Council of the North, but he had been particularly 
recommended to the Lord Chancellor as the most suit-
able agent for dealing with the Rebels of 1569. This 
was Martin Birkhead, of Wakefield and Gray's Inn, a 
man of great consequence, who obtained, in his official 
capacity, "a yearly allowance of 2611. 13s. 4d., together 
with such rewards as he shall deserve to be taken from 
fees."(') Already the estates of at least one dispossessed 
Roman Catholic had fallen into his hands: "Sir 
Thomas Gargrave, writing Jan. 6, 1570, to Sir William 

(7) Old Bingley, p. 309. 
(8) Instructions by Queen Elizabeth to Henry Huntingdon, President 

of the Council of the North, 
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Cecil, begs that the bearer, Martin Birkhead of Gray's 
Inn, may have the lease of a coal-mine and lands at 
Beeston, recently held by Christopher Danby, one of the 
chief rebels, and adds 'he is a good man and will do 
good among the Papists.' "(9) A few years later he was 
one of the Commissioners to take depositions at York 
about the goods of Sir John Neville, another of the 
rebels of 1569.(10) The lands of Danby and Neville 
were confiscated. Luckily for Walter Paslew, Martin 
Birkhead was his brother-in-law; otherwise, his losses 
might have been greater than they were. 

If Speight's surmise be accepted as the truth, it 
becomes an easy task to interpret the Ferrarid Manu-
scripts. In June 1571, at the first approach of trouble, 
Francis Paslew, who was Walter's father, acted on his 
own behalf and sold two messuages on the outskirts of 
Harden manor to their respective tenants. The first of 
these was Currer Laithe, which was bought by Arthur 
Currer for 301i.; and the other, Eller Carr, a smaller 
messuage near Cullingworth, bought by William 
Wilson, glover, for 2011. It, is not unlikely, 
though no documents have appeared to prove 
it, that Lum Hirst went to the Illingworths 
and Whitecote to the Laycocks about the same 
time. If this were so, the Paslews must have 
realised approximately 10011. in their first emergency. 
Evidently the authorities were not yet satisfied for, at 
the close of the year, Walter entrusted what was left 
of the manor to his cousin, John Paslew, of Wiswall, 
and the two together then mortgaged it to Hugh Lay-
cock, of Cowling. Even this did not suffice. In 
September, 1572, the august Martin Birkhead arrived 
in the company of William Saville, of Skircoat (he 
became Deputy for Wakefield in 1591), and James 
Robinson, of Sowerby. These three thereupon held a 

(9) J. W. Walker: Wakefield: Its History and People, in which the 
preceding quotation also will be found. 

(10) Ibid. 
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sort of round-table conference to consider the partition 
of Harden; it is not without significance that, when at 
last they came to a decision, each of the three witnessed 
the indentures of the other two. It is impossible to 
refrain from admiring the skilful fashion in which the 
partition was made. If the messuages allotted to 
Robinson and to Saville were not quite so imposing as 
the two taken by Birkhead, they were, by way of com-
pensation, more in number, and it was so contrived that 
each of the three purchasers should have exactly 
100 acres of ploughiand. Martin Birkhead, as 
became his dignity, was to be Lord of the Manor and, 
appropriately, he bought the Grange and Crossgate, 11 
which were pleasantly situated on the rising ground 
above Harden Beck and its tributary. He paid 
10611. 13s. 4d., and his rents, in addition to manorial 
dues, amounted to 411. Is. 8d. James Robinson's share 
consisted of lands and messuages along the banks of 
Harden Beck and the River Aire; they included Cow-
houses, Ravenroyd, Marley Banks and a fulling mill at 
Beckfoot. There is no indication of the purchase price, 
but the rents were 61i. 2s. 6d. William Saville obtained 
six messuages and a cornrnill; where they were it is not 
easy to say, but probably they lay on the banks of 
Midgram Beck and most certainly they included the 
Spring and what is now called Cockroft Fold. The 
purchase price and the rents are not stated. 

Meantime, what of the neglected Hugh Laycock, to 
whom the manor had been mortgaged? It would seem 
that he was not invited to join the round-table confer-
ence; and there is no evidence that he was even 
consulted about the partition of Harden. He shortly 
learnt to his dismay that the loan he had made to the 
Paslews was as good as dead. Here, unmistakably, 
was an occasion for immediate action, so he promptly 
"extended" the manor and he did not stop short of 

(11) The Grange is now known as "St. Ives," and Crossgate has been 
pulled down in the present century. 

11 
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sueing Birkhead, Robinson and Saville before the High 
Court of Chancery. He presently discovered to his loss 
that it was a rash man who dared to challenge Martin 
Birkhead! After two years of litigation, both parties 
bound themselves in 2001i. to abide by the award of 
Robert Baildon (brother-in-law of Arthur Maude, of 
West Riddlesden), and John Wilkinson, of Halifax. The 
award was made on October 3, 1574, when it was 
decreed that Birkhead should henceforth take the profits 
hitherto enjoyed by Hugh Laycock but, in return, was 
to pay him 40s. on All Saints' Day next between the 
hours of nine and twelve in the porch of Keighley 
Parish Church; thereafter (and here it will be seen that 
the sting of the award lay in its tail), Hugh Laycock 
was to carry on the "extent" of Harden for the benefit 
of Martin Birkhead and his friends. The name of 
Hugh Laycock appears no further in the Ferrand 
Manuscripts. 12 Before the decree was made, Walter 
Paslew, enfeebled, perhaps by his sojourn in the Tower, 
had died. The published pedigrees do not state the 
year of his birth, but he could not have been far 
advanced in his thirties. 

The sale of Harden manor by the Paslews in-
augurates a new phase in its history. Since 1230, when 
it had passed under the sway of the monks of Rievaulx, 
it had been regarded as one unit. Thanks to the events 
of 1571-2, it was now divided into portions and before 
long division became the order of the day, so that, within 
the course of the following sixty years, every important 
farm in the manor became the property of its own 
tenant. This is a fact which it would be unwise to 
ignore, for it bears witness to the increasing fortunes 
of the north-country yeomen. Already by 1572, Currer 
Laithe, Eller Carr, Lum Hirst and Whitecote had been 

(12) His name occurs in some interesting deeds in Vol. II. of the 
Society's Local Record Series. See also the article entitled "The 
Laycocks of the Parish of Kildwick," by Dr. J. A. and Mr. J. B. 
Laycock, in The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Part XII. 
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purchased by their respective occupants. The next to 
be bought in this fashion were the Robinson lands. 
When in 1593 Abraham, the son and heir of James 
Robinson, of Sowerby, was anxious to sell his estate 
in Harden, so as to defray the expenses of a costly 
law-suit, he discovered that the tenants were prepared 
to buy. Again, shortly before 1613, when the Saville 
lands were in the market, the six tenants were also 
ready and they seem to have pooled their resources so 
as to achieve their independence. Only the Birkhead 
lands, that is to say, the Grange, which was the capital 
messuage, and the neighbouring Crossgate, were now 
in the hands of an absentee owner. These belonged to 
Nathaniel Birkhead, son and heir of Martin Birkhead, 
and, by 1636, he had sold both, the former to Robert 
Ferrand, cloth merchant, who forthwith rebuilt it and 
made it his home, and the latter to John Milner, clothier, 
whose family had lived there for generations. It will 
be seen that, in the early part of the seventeenth cen-
tury, Harden had attained an ideal which various 
reformers have advocated for the twentieth. 

There are several reasons to account for the 
yeoman's rapid progress. As often as not, besides being 
a farmer, he was also a clothier, and as such he was 
turning over good money. There is reason to believe 
that in those days sheep and their wool afforded a surer 
means to wealth than cattle and corn. Thus, 
Christopher Hall,''' of Roydfield, who died in 1621, had 
sheep valued at 171i., against 151i. for cattle; and wool 
at 571i., against 71i. for corn; to say nothing of 26 kersey 
pieces at 551i. Again, Walter Morve11,"4 of Beckfoot, 
had wool worth 281i. while the value of his corn was 
barely 91i. As a matter of fact, the Yorkshire clothier 
had by now gone a long way towards mastering the 
secrets of his craft. Formerly, his workmanship might 
not have been everything it should have been. Thomas 

(13) See inventory of his goods in Local Record Series, Vol. I., p. 33. 
(14) Ibid., p. 24. 
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Cromwell, it is said, once had occasion to warn his 
ulnagers to "remember such as have caused cloths to 
be flocked in the north," and the southerners used to 
sneer that "three evil things came from the north: a 
cold wind, a cunning rogue and a shrinking cloth." 
Complaints of this character were no longer justified 
and kerseys made in Halifax, Bradford, Keighley and 
Bingley were in constant demand. Then it should not 
be forgotten that prices were rising; it has been 
estimated that during the last two decades of the six-
teenth century they had doubled, largely because of the 
influx of Spanish gold from America. For two more 
decades they continued to rise and, presumably, the 
clothier made satisfactory profits. 

Whatever the reason, the Blakeys, Milners, Watsons 
and their like were now men to be reckoned with. We 
find them holding posts of responsibility and their 
names frequently occur in public documents. One of the 
most prosperous was John Blakey, who had shared 
with his father in the purchase of Marley Banks from 
Abraham Robinson. In 1602, and again in 1604,' he 
was mentioned as a trustee of Bingley Grammar 
School property. Probably he was the John Blakey 
who was appointed Commissioner in 1617 to inquire 
into the important Two Laws boundary dispute ; (16) and 
certainly it was his father who was summoned to give 
evidence upon that occasion. Robert, his younger 
brother, came to be regarded as one of Bingley's 
principal townsmen; in the lengthy list of pew-holders, 
compiled and entered in the Bingley Parish Register 
in 1634, his name was included among the first seven: 

"Robert Blaikey hath his pew or stall for his house in 
Marley Banks standinge and close adjoininge to John 
Walker's pew or stall." 

John Walker, it should be noted, was Lord of the Manor 

(15) Local Record Series, Vol. II., pp. 8, 9. 
(16) The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Part XXVI, p 1. 
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of Bingley. While treating of the Blakey family it 
may be of interest to quote an agreement, made in the 
year 1666, between Robert's eldest son, Thomas, and 
his own son, Thomas, for it casts an interesting side-
light upon the farmer's way of living in the seven-
teenth century. The father was sixty-three at the time 
and doubtless he judged that he had earned a rest, so 
he conveyed the farm to his son, providing: 

That Thomas Blakey, my son of Marley banke, yeoman, 
hath undertaken to pay me one yearly rent or annuity 
of 41i. during the term of my natural life, and also that 
he hath promised to deliver to me yearly at Marley 
banke three loads of shillin,(17) one load of wheat, and 
two loads of malte by Harden milne measure, good, 
clean, dressed and marketable, and hath also promised 
to keep me a cow with hay in winter, and with grass 
in summer with his owne cows, and to renew her by 
putting, changing and keeping another cow in her 
roome when she shall fail of milke, or be ould 
noted." 

At the tail of the agreement there is this endorsement: 

"Thomas Blakey, the son, shall furnish the father with 
thirty loads of coal yearly during his life at the cost 
of the son and deliver them at the house where his 
father now dwells." 

The Blakeys had clothiers in their number and the 
manufacture of kerseys must have contributed largely 
towards their wealth. John Milner, of Crossgate, was 
also a clothier at the beginning of his career, but he 
soon found quicker ways of adding to his income. One 
of these was to make loans to neighbours who were 
temporarily embarrassed; another was speculation. It 
is evident, judging from his indentures, that he was 
in the habit of buying enclosures, not to cultivate but 
to sell again. For example, shortly before 1625, he 
purchased from the dissolute John Rishworth, of 
Riddlesden, likely enough at a low figure, an enclosure 

(17) Shillin; shelling—husks or chaff. (1598) O.E.D. 
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named Jackfield, and six others, along with the foot-
path below them, leading from Thwaites to Marley. 
Presently, he sold them at a good price to his younger 
brother, Walter, who was about to be married. It may 
be reasonably concluded that Walter immediately built 
that picturesque homestead which is still known as 
J ackfield Farm, and which displays a Templars' cross 
on the roof. The date of the building is not 
recorded, but its name occurs in a deed of the year 
1634. Walter died in 1643, leaving a son, John, who 
was fourteen years old. Some good work must have 
been put into the farm, for the son, on the very day 
he came of age, was able to lease it to such advantage 
that in the future he could rank as a "gentleman," and 
so he described himself in the indenture. Those who 
took the lease were to: 

"mayntayne the said John Milner during all the said 
term with sufficiente meate, drink, lodging, apparel, 
washinge and wringinge and all other necessaries, 
according to his degree and education and calling (if 
he live so long) or, if he dislike of such their said 
maintenance, the yearly rent of lOU." 

Apparently, those who were assured of lOU. a year 
could classify themselves as " gentlemen."(lS) The 
leaseholders rented the farm to a yeoman at 161i. a year, 
and for a long period this was Joshua Dawson, who is 
entitled to a few words on his own account. A notable 
Quaker—there was a distinct trend towards Puritanism 
amongst the inhabitants of Harden—he was described 
by Oliver Heywood as "a spare court man before the 
war." Twice he was excommunicated from Bingley 
Parish Church by the Archbishop of York; and it was 
in 1670, during his tenancy, that Thomas Brigg, of 
Calversyke Hill, the leader of the Quakers in this 

(18) According to Christopher Danby's account-books (1608-10), a 
skilled workman, say a wright or a carpenter, earned 6d. a day, or 
about 74. 10s. a year. 
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locality and who was destined to suffer for his con-
victions in York gaol, was married at Jackfield to 
Isabel Bottomley, of Wilsden. 

A little more may be said of the original John 
Milner who bought Jackfield from John Rishworth. An 
intimate friend of his neighbour at the Grange, Robert 
Ferrand, it was probably because of the latter's influ-
ence at Skipton Castle that about 1656 he was appointed 
as bailiff to Lady Anne Clifford. Henceforth, he, too, 
who hitherto had been content to write himself a 
"yeoman" or a "clothier," regarded himself as a 
"gentleman." He died in 1664 and was buried in the 
choir of Skipton Parish Church. Four years later, 
Robert Ferrand married his widow, Sarah, whom 
Oliver Heywood commended several times in his diary 
as "his good friend and hearer." 

But the most remarkable careers were those of the 
two Edmund Watsons, father and son; if the father 
began as a simple clothier, the son rapidly found for 
himself a place among the wealthiest squires in the 
West Riding. Like Jchn Milner, they may have 
speculated, for there were few men of means who did 
not, but actually their sudden access to fortune was 
the result of two judicious marriages. The father was 
born at Silsden in 1596. At the age of twenty-seven, 
he was married at Keighley to Mary Shackleton, who 
gave him three daughters and a son, Edmund. Except 
that he was churchwarden in the parish of Kildwick, 
there was nothing remarkable about his early years. 
His wife died in 1633, and after four years, at the age 
of forty-one, he was married at Bingley to Mary, the 
wealthy widow of Robert Feather, of Ravenroyd. This 
lady had inherited considerable property both from her 
late husband and from her father, Richard Bull, 
gentleman, late of the Grange. Edmund now estab-
lished himself and his family at Ravenroyd, and from 
this moment he never looked behind him. From now 
onwards, he could conduct business on equal terms with 



Ti 
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such men as Nathaniel Birkhead, of East Hague, and 
Hugh Currer, of Paper Hall, Bradford, son and heir 
of Henry Currer, of Kildwick. The story of at least 
one of his transactions should be told. About the year 
1650, Robert Saville, the prodigal son of John Saville, 
who rebuilt Marley Hall in 1627, had recourse to 
Edmund Watson and Hugh Currer for assistance. They 
granted him a loan of 8001i., requiring that 2411. interest 
should be paid annually at Ravenroyd on September 29, 
between the hours of ten in the morning and two in the 
afternoon. Watson received his share of this payment 
to the day of his death. Sometime previous to 1660, 
probably on the occasion when John Milner was 
appointed Bailiff at Skipton Castle, he purchased Cross-
gate, rebuilt it and made it his residence. Before his 
decease, which is referred to in a document dated 1662, 
he was not only mortgagee of Marley Hall, but owner 
of Ravenroyd, Crossgate and Whitecote, along with 
the major part of the lands on the eastern side of 
Harden manor, to say nothing of properties elsewhere. 

If the father had proceeded slowly but surely, the 
advance of the son was meteoric. When the family 
removed to Ravenroyd, he was a lad of seven. Of his 
education we know nothing but, at all events, he was 
quick to learn his father's secret. Before he was 
twenty-one he had taken to wife Alice, the daughter 
and heiress of no less a person than Nathaniel Birk-
head, of East Hague, son of the redoubted Martin 
Birkhead, and Lord of the Manor of Harden. 
Nathaniel Birkhead had died eleven months previously, 
at the age of seventy, and this may explain why the 
marriage ceremony was performed at Bingley. In his 
will, dated February 12, 1649-50, he had appointed his 
daughter as his sole executrix and had left her the 
capital messuage, East Hague, as well as the reversion 
of his lands in Durham; the manor of Harden, how-
ever, which would have been a convenient supplement 
to Watson's other properties, he assigned to Nicholas 

1 
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Bladen, a grandson.'9 Although younger than her 
husband, Alice Birkhead was a widow, and doubtless 
had succeeded to other properties from her first 
husband, Edmund Rogers, of Barnsley; however, she 
must have been of delicate health for she died a few 
years after her second marriage, when Edmund Watson 
entered into all her estates. In this connection, it might 
be added that their only daughter, Mary, was married to 
Henry Currer, of Kildwick, whose daughter, Ann, was 
married to Benjamin Ferrand, of St. Ives, in 1727, thus 
linking together the families of the Birkheads and the 
Ferrands, the Elizabethan and Victorian lords of the 
manor. Hunter's South Yorkshire says that there used 
to be two monuments to the Birkheads in South Kirkby 
Church, one to Nathaniel and one to his daughter, Alice. 
Six years after the death of his first wife, Edmund 
Watson married another heiress, Jane Wood, of 
Royston, and among the trustees who signed the 
marriage contract were Sir John Bright, of Badsworth, 
and Robert Benson, of Gray's Inn. 

It may be imagined that Edmund Watson the 
younger was not accustomed either to follow the plough 
or to handle the scythe: while the sons of his father's 
one-time companions were labouring for their bread, 
he was doubtless hunting or hawking with the Currers 
and the Bensons. Nevertheless, by native disposition, 
he seems to have been a yeoman to the core. Certain 
particulars contained in one of his indentures testify 
not only that he was well-versed in some of the minutest 
details of good husbandry but that he was eager to make 
experiments. In February, 1682, he leased Whitecote 
to Jonathan Shackleton (another Quaker, by the way) 20 

(19) The manor of Harden was sold by Nicholas Bladen in 1672 to 
Wm. Midgley, of Haworth, who, in 1691, resold it to Robert Parker, 
of Alkincotes. 

(20) Jonathan Shackleton was the son of John Shackleton, clothier, of 
Bankhouse, Morton Banks. His eldest brother, Thomas, accused 
him before Sir John Armitage of "phenatticism": 
"Thomas Shackleton, of Morton Banks, sayeth that upon Sunday 
night last he heard Jonathan Shackleton of the same place say, 
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and gave these instructions: 

Jonathan Shackleton has all the manures, dung, and 
ashes that were bred and made upon the lands within 
the space of one year last past towards ye manuring 
and managing thereof, therefore he, the said Jonathan, 
doth covenant that he will not at any time hereafter 
during the present demise plow, dare or keep in tillage 
above six acres of ye said lands in one year and when 
that parcel is laid down again in good tillage then plow 
up, till and dare so much as ye like quantity of ye said 
lands elsewhere that was laid down, and also three 
years before the end of the said term that he shall lay 
down all the said lands to swarth (i.e., green turf) 
except six days plowing thereof. And the said 
Jonathan shall in the three last years of the said term 
of fifteen years spread in husbandlike manner sixty 
horse-loads of well-burnt lime on the said six days 
plowing of ye said lands. Jonathan Shackleton shall 
neither hay, straw nor other fodder grow upon the 
said lands." 

Unfortunately for the experiment, Jonathan Shackleton 
died after the course of two years and, before the 
required fifteen years had elapsed, Edmund Watson 
also died, when his son and heir, Robert, sold all his 
estate in Harden to Robert Parker, of Calton and 
Alkincotes. 

It will have been gathered incidentally from the 
above accounts that, as the years rolled by, at least one 
or two gentlemen and yeomen were finding themselves 
in straitened circumstances; as a matter of fact, those 
who continued to prosper in the later decades were few 
in number. The seventeenth century, which had begun 
so auspiciously, did not by any means fulfil all of its 
promises. It has been shown that under the reign of 
James I, which might be fittingly regarded as Harden's 

'Am I a phenattick? You shall know yet before March wind 
be blown that we phenatticks will look all those in the face 
which now doe oppose us for the King is a bloudy Papist or 
else he would never give consent to the putting to death of soe 
many honest men as he hath.'" Surtees Society Publications, 
Vol. XL, page 100. 
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golden age, practically every yeoman had become the 
master of his own farm. Later on, however, and 
especially after the Civil War, many of them suffered 
heavily, and one by one they were compelled either to 
mortgage or to sell outright that which they had been 
so proud to buy. There is a frequently quoted passage 
in Oliver Heywood's Event Book, dated August 13, 
1672 (Vol. II. page 194), which complains of a "rot 
among the gentry," and instances such men as Saville 
of Marley, Frank of Cottingley, Bynns of Rishworth, 
and the Murgatroyds of Riddlesden and Greenhill. It 
concludes, "Oh, what unthriftiness, wickedness, sloth 
and god's curse for the same." Now the Ferrand 
Manuscripts incline one to think that there was likewise 
a "rot" among the yeomen of Harden at the same 
time, and the suspicion arises that it was not altogether 
by reason of " unthrif tines s. " What was the actual 
cause of the decline is a matter for conjecture. Dis-
organization resulting from the Civil War must have 
had something to do with it; and shortage of labour 
caused by deaths from the plague may have contributed; 
it is well-known, for example, that one family of 
clothiers at Beckfoot was all but exterminated.(") That 
the decay of the wool trade was general throughout the 
country is evidenced by the Act for Burying in Woollen, 
which was passed in 1678, with the vain hope of restor-
ing prosperity. The number of bankrupts noted by 
Oliver Heywood increased from 1672 until 1689 when 
the climax was reached: "This year, viz. A.D. 1689, 
there have failed in their estates a great number more 
than I have formerly observed, especially in November 
and December." There follows a lengthy list of failures, 
none of which, it is true, belonged to Harden, but it is 
remarkable that, by the close of the century, not one 
yeoman in the manor could say his farm was his own. 

Amongst the first to suffer were the inhabitants of 

(21) See Bingley Parish Register, p. 160. 
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Marley Banks. In 1666, Thomas Blakey, grandson of 
the well-respected Robert Blakey, was in distress and 
received 10011. from Samuel Sunderland, of Hill Top, 
Harden, promising to pay 611. interest. The gap in his 
purse must not yet have been filled for, two years later, 
he received another 10011. and the interest was raised 
to 1211. By 1676 he had paid neither interest nor 
principal, so the debt was written down as 300li., and 
1811. interest was demanded. Ten months after making 
this arrangement, Samuel Sunderland died and was 
succeeded by his favourite nephew, Robert Parker, who 
advanced to the Blakeys yet another 10011., took 
possession of Marley Banks and leased it to them at a 
rent of 2011. 

If the indentures read as if mismanagement as well 
as bad trade might account for Thomas Blakey's fall, 
the story of Cockroft Fold is one of sheer misfortune. 
William Cockroft, who gave the place its name, was 
one of the six prosperous yeomen who, about the year 
1613, purchased their farms and lands from William 
Saville. At the moment, his affairs were in a flourish-
ing condition and, besides the fold, he had seven 
enclosures and a cornmill, which must have been a 
valuable asset. To judge from the documents alone, 
fortune favoured the Cockrofts for a matter of fifty 
years when, in 1664, we find his grandson in debt for 
2011. If the truth were known, however, all had not 
been well for a long time; neither could it be said that 
the Cockrofts were to blame. William, the grandfather, 
died when his son John was thirteen; who became the 
boy's guardian is not on record, but it is conceivable 
that before he attained to manhood irreparable mischief 
might have been done. At the age of twenty, he married 
and presently he had a son, also named John; then, 
before the child was three months old he, too, died. 
After the course of five years, his widow was married 
a second time to one John Booth, as to whose character 
there is no indication; but it does not always happen 
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that step-fathers are as attentive as fathers. It may 
be concluded with sufficient reason that when the 
grandson came of age, the fold and mill had not been 
as well cared for as they might have been. As a matter 
of fact, the scion of the Cockrofts found himself in 
debt; so in 1664, he granted all his property to his 
creditors until they had collected the sums required. 
Presumably, the debts were duly paid, for the creditors 
are not heard of again. Six years later, faithful to the 
family tradition, the grandson died, leaving two little 
daughters and a son John, who was eight years old at 
the time, and proved later to be fatally endowed with a 
timid disposition. When John was twenty, he married 
the daughter of the fulling miller of Goitstock, one 
William Brook, who was both a churl and a rogue. 
Two years after the marriage, that is to say in 1684, 
John Cockroft was induced to mortgage the whole of 
his estate to his father-in-law for lüOli., and, from the 
day of signing the deeds, he was not allowed a moment's 
peace. Before the time appointed for the first payment 
of interest, he suddenly disappeared, to be found dead 
a few weeks later in the streets of Whitechapel, London. 
During the greater part of sixty years, Cockroft 
Mill and Fold had been nominally ruled by minors. 
The fruits of such government may be studied in the 
following complete inventory of all the goods the last 
of the Cockrofts left behind him: 

I'mpriniis, long table in the house and a seat fixed 
behind it. 

Item, bedstead in the little chamber with boards to 
make the bottom. 

Item, 2 little chests in the little chamber, one a bad 
one but worth 18d. 

Item, I little foot chest. 
Item, warping woah(22) with part of a pair of combs. 

(22) Warping woah: probably the same as the "Warping woose," 
"warping wouthe," and "warping wouke," terms which occur in the 
Local Record Series, Vol. I., and are explained in the Glossary as 
"the machine in which threads are arranged into warps and thus 
made ready for weaving." 
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Item, 6 old chairs made of spelted only one made of 
throwne (i.e., turned on a laithe) worth 5s. 

Item, one iron rong. 

The great-grandson's sisters had many years of litiga-
tion with Brook, and they invited Robert Ferrand to 
assist them, conveying the fold to him temporarily for 
lOOli. The conclusion of the case is doubtful, but 
eventually, in 1767, the house, mill and all the enclosures 
became the property of the Ferrands. 

Improvidence might have been the downfall of the 
Blakeys, and without any question it was persistent ill-
health which ruined the Cockrofts; but neither argu-
ment will explain why, between the years 1660 and 1680, 
the majority of Harden yeomen were more or less living 
from hand to mouth. The decline in prosperity had 
become general and the very strongest, even if not 
overcome, were at least shaken. Among the most sub-
stantial families in the manor were the Shackletons. 
They were descended from Richard Shackleton, 
clothier, of Newsholme, who had purchased Lum Hirst 
House in 1591. Roger, the grandson, and his wife, 
Elizabeth, had rebuilt it in 1660, and, according to 
J. Horsf all Turner, it once had a tablet bearing the 
inscription " S : R.E : I.P. 1660.(23) Roger's eldest son 
was Richard Shackleton, a schoolmaster of repute, and 
his grandson, Abraham, who had a celebrated Quaker 
school in Ireland, was described by his most illustrious 
pupil—Edmund Burke—as "an honour to his sect." 
Richard Shackleton had the courage of his convictions 
and was several times in conflict with the authorities 
on account of his religious beliefs; and in 1686, to-
gether with his fellow-Quaker, Thomas Brigg, he was 
committed to York gaol for refusing to take the oath. 

(23) The first three letters need no explanation, but the meaning of 
"IT." is a mystery. It is remarkable that about the same time, 
William and Isabel Hall and their son, Robert, rebuilt Roydfield, on 
the opposite side of Harden manor. Over the door is a stone with 
this inscription " I.P.'W.H.I.H.R. 1660." Is it possible that the 
initials "I.P." stand for the architect of both houses? 
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Men of this fibre were the last in the world to be justly 
accused of " unthriftiness, wickedness and sloth"; yet 
it is clear from the documents that three months after 
these words were written, they had an awkward corner 
to turn. They were by no means alone. In fact, more 
than half of their neighbours at this time were 
harassed by the fear of bankruptcy. It was in the days 
of good trade during the reign of James I that the 
yeomen had found their opportunity; in later years, 
when trade collapsed, only the few* who were estab-
lished on the most solid foundations could endure. 
Perhaps it was inevitable that by the end of the century, 
practically the whole of Harden manor should fall into 
the hands of two persons. The first of these was Robert 
Parker who, by the way, could number the Paslews 
among his ancestors; and the second was Benjamin 
Ferrand, of St. Ives. 

Sometime about 1650, it happened that the munifi-
cent Samuel Sunderland, who was the grandson of John 
Rishworth, of Riddlesden, and had begun his career as 
a wool merchant in London, came to live at Hill End in 
Harden. Fifteen years later, he purchased Marley Hall 
and Jackfield Farm, both of which he bestowed upon 
his nephew, Robert Parker, in 1675. It may have been 
on this occasion that he erected, not far from Arley 
Stone, the familiar "Sunderland Stoups" so as to 
establish the boundary between Hainworth, of which 
he was Lord of the Manor, and Harden; on the Ham-
worth side each bears a bold letter "S ", and, on the 
opposite side, a corresponding "P ". No doubt this 
explanation also applies to the "S.P." on Arley Stone; 
and it may be added that further along the boundary 
line of Harden, there is another stone which is marked 
"R.P." It has already been noted that when his uncle 
died two years later, Robert Parker became possessed 
of Marley Banks. Subsequently, he considerably en-
larged his interests in the neighbourhood and, between 
the years 1691 and 1695, he not only succeeded William 
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Midgley, of Haworth, as Lord of the Manor, but 
acquired Currer Laithe, which hitherto had belonged to 
the Currers and their heirs, and also Whitecote, Cross-
gate and the rest of the extensive Watson lands. It 
was in the next century that the Ferrands began their 
purchases. Harden Brow was sold to them in 1700; 
the Spring in 1701; Holme House in 1712; and Cock-
roft Fold in 1767; wh1e in 1727 they bought a wide 
parcel of land from the Parkers. At last, in 1843, 
T. G. Parker sold the lordship of the manor, Marley 
Hall and the rest of his inheritance in Harden to Mrs. 
Sarah Ferrand, of St. Ives, in the possession of whose 
family the manor and its lands remained until 1919, 
when the entire estate was put in the market and once 
again many of the farms were bought by their tenants. 

In conclusion, the writer desires to express his in-
debtedness to Mr. William E. Preston, who has allowed 
his collection of abstracts of Harden deeds to be freely 
used for this historical account of the manor. 
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JOHN R. LAWSON 

AN APPRECIATION 

BY H. FLORENCE ATACK, L.L.A. 

FEW men have had a more successful and happy 
career than John R. Lawson. Not only had he 
a high conception of the duties of citizenship, 

but Nature had endowed him with the quiet persever-
ance and kindly humour necessary for making his 
"ideals" into "reals." 

A native of Hull, where he was born on 22nd April, 
1852, Mr. Lawson devoted most of his energies to his 
adopted city of Bradford. For nearly half-a-century 
he was connected with Bradford banks, gradually 
rising from the position of clerk in the East Morley and 
Bradford Savings Bank (1873) to that of Sub-
Manager of the East Morley and Bradford Deposit 
Bank (1898), and finally to the position of Manager of 
the Bradford Branch of the Union Bank of Manchester 
(1900-1921). 

But Mr. Lawson was something more than a 
successful banker; he was a keen educationist, and con-
tributed much to the social and religious life of the city. 
From 1872 onwards, he was an enthusiastic member of 
the Kirkgate Wesleyan Chapel where he successively 
held practically every office possible for a layman to 
hold. He represented Kirkgate Chapel on the Free 
Church Council, his administrative ability being 
recognised by his appointment as a member of the 
Executive Committee and of the Standing Sub-
Committee. As a delegate, Mr. Lawson attended many 
Conferences, and was thus brought into contact with 
most of the leading Free Churchmen of his day. As 
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Society Steward, he had the privilege of introducing 
many of these gentlemen to Bradford religious circles. 
Among those so introduced may be mentioned the Revs. 
Dr. Campbell Morgan, Dr. Kelman, Dr. Stalker, Dr. 
J. H. Jowett, Dr. Clifford, R. J. Campbell, J. Chadwick, 
H. M. Nield, Hugh Black, J. A. Hutton, John Thomas 
and Sir J. Compton Rickett. 

Perhaps Mr. Lawson's chief contribution to Brad-
ford's educational facilities was in connection with the 
Mechanics' Institute, of which he was one of the 
Trustees. In 1886 he became a Director, and from 
1889 to 1897 he acted as Honorary Secretary. In 1897 
he was elected Honorary Treasurer, but was compelled 
to resign this position for business reasons in 1899. 
He still retained his membership of the Institute, and 
in 1912 he was again appointed a Director. In the 
following year, 1913, he was elected a Vice-President, 
and retained this office up to the time of his death. In 
1921 he was made a Life Member in recognition of his 
services to the Institute. He served on various Com-
mittees, and was Deputy Chairman of the Newsroom 
Committee (1924-1926). In 1926 he was elected 
Chairman of the Committee, and served in that capacity 
till 1935, when the Newsroom and Library Committees 
were amalgamated. 

Mr. Lawson was a greatly valued member of the 
Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. He 
joined the Society in 1903, and from 1911 to his death 
in 1937, was one of the most enthusiastic of its officers. 
From September, 1911, to September, 1921, he held the 
office of Honorary Treasurer, and it was during this 
period that the Local Record Series, the publication of 
which is an important feature of the Society's activities, 
was founded. During the last two years of his 
Treasurership he acted as Deputy for two Presidents— 
Mr. Butler Wood, F.R.S.L., and Mr. Thomas Howard, 
J.P. In recognition of his services, Mr. Lawson was 
in 1921 elected a Vice-President of the Society, which 
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position he occupied up to the time of his death, with 
the exception of the period October, 1935, to October, 
1936, when he was President. 

To commemorate his year of office as President, 
Mr. Lawson presented the Society with a medallion to 
be worn by future Presidents. The jeweller's descrip-
tion of the Presidential Badge is as follows: 

The pendant of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 
Society is of handsome design. It bears the name of 
the Society in Gothic letters in enamel, 'and in the centre 
is the Bradford Coat-of-Arms, with crest and motto, 
in correct heraldic colours. On either side of the Arms 
are the Bishop's mitre and the White Rose of York-
shire. At the top of the pendant is a scroll bearing the 
word 'President,' and at the base is another scroll with 
'Founded 1878' upon it." 

On the back is engraved the following inscription  

"Presented by John R. Lawson, President, 1935-36." 

The whole of the work is a good example of the silver-
smith's art. 

Mr. Lawson's charming personality made him a 
welcome after-dinner speaker, and he was always ready 
to respond to toasts at the Annual Dinner, or to express 
the appreciation of the Society to lecturers and leaders 
of excursions. On "Members' Night" in the winter 
session of 1935-36 he gave an address very fittingly 
entitled " Reminiscences," in which he spoke of the 
changes he had seen in his long life. His consistently 
high record of attendances at the Council Meetings of 
the Society is typical of the seriousness with which he 
regarded the responsibilities of office. 

In his later years Mr. Lawson resided at Cobden 
House, Hipperholme. Removing there in 1919, he was 
not long before he identified himself with the public 
life of the district. For six years he was an active 
member of the Hipperholme District Council, being 
Chairman of the Parks Committee. His continued 
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interest in education was evidenced by the fact that, up 
to the time of his death, he was a Manager of the local 
school, and a member of the District Sub-Committee of 
the West Riding Education Committee. 

It is typical of Mr. Lawson that he celebrated his 
eighty-fifth birthday by giving a party to the children 
of the Hipperholme Infants' School. Each child was 
presented with a Coronation mug and received a portion 
of the large birthday cake. 

He died on May 6th, 1937, and was interred at 
Undercliffe Cemetery, Bradford, four days later. 

Truly, in the words of Shakespeare, 

"His life was gentle and the elements 
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, 'This was a man."' 
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THE LOST HAMLET OF COCKAN 

BY WILFR1D ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

INTRODUCTION 

T"'. HE frequent occurrence of the place-name Cockan I in deeds and other documents dating from the 
first half of the fourteenth to the early part of 

the eighteenth century, which form part of the Ferrand 
collection of manuscripts,") led me to investigate the 
history of this hitherto unknown local hamlet. The 
task increased in interest when it was discovered that 
the hamlet either no longer existed or had lost its 
identity as the hamlet of Cockan. But it will be shown, 
in the course of this paper, that there was once a thriv-
ing community settled there. 

The site of this hamlet, which was in the manor of 
Clayton, does not appear to have been recorded by local 
historians and topographers; neither is the place men-
tioned in local histories. Geographical references in the 
documents to be discussed indicate in which part of the 
township of Clayton Cockan was situated. It appears 
to have lain to the south-west of Clayton itself, on a 
tract of that hilly country between the towns of Brad-
ford and Halifax. In the derivation of the name we 
find evidence that this would be the kind of country to 
harbour a settlement of the name. The Old English 
'coc' meant a ravine, glen or valley between hills; and 
'cock' is not uncommon as the first element in the 
names of places situate generally on or near hills. 

Cockan as a family name derived from the place of 
abode is found in the thirteenth century. In the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries four men bearing the 
name were created knights, namely, Sir Thomas Cokayn 

(1) At the Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford, 
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in 1513, Sir Thomas Cokeyn in 1544, Sir Edmund 
Cockaine in 1603 and Sir William Cockaine in 1616. 
So far as we know, none of these was a Yorkshire 
knight. The personal name exists in Cockin and 
Cocking, there, being bearers of these names in the 
neighbourhood of Bradford. 

The hamlet is not named on the maps that have been 
consulted. On the Clayton township plan of 1848 is 
marked a highway leading from Thornton to Queens-
bury, then known as Queenshead, called Cockin Lane. 
This lane began at School Green, Thornton, continued 
through Yews Green, or Green Top, as it was sometimes 
called, where it bore to the right through West Scholes 
Gate and continued to Halifax. It is still called Cockin 
Lane, but in deeds of the late sixteenth century it is 
referred to as the King's highway leading from Bingley 
to Halifax. It would then be only a link in that ancient 
highway, and not a local lane leading to and ending at 
Cockan. Three centuries ago there was also a way 
called Cockan Lane, and this would be the road which 
led from Clayton town to the hamlet. Support to this 
theory is found in a Clayton Manor Court roll of 18 
Charles I (1642-3), which mentions Cokon Beck and 
the way leading from Cilatton to Cokon. 

MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

Why have the Cockan homesteads disappeared? It 
must be remembered that in medieval times houses were 
built mainly of wood. In the Poll Tax Return of 1379 
for the parish of Bradford neither masons nor quarry-
men are mentioned. Stone for building purposes had 
not then been quarried in large quantities in the 
neighbourhood. In 1364 a Thomas de Lodingdene 
[Luddenden] begged of the lord of Halifax a tree with 
which to repair his house. These timbered dwellings 
would either decay or be burnt out when a fire occurred. 
Decay would be the more probable cause and to support 
this statement I may mention that in a deed of partition 



THE LOST HAMLET OF COCKAN 291 

of premises in Bradford, dated 1574, two decayed 
cottages in the vicinity of the Parish Church are 
mentioned.(" In all probability they were timber and 
plaster buildings which by then had become in a ruinous 
condition. If the timbered houses of Cockan were re-
placed by stone ones, then the later structures, too, have 
either disappeared or have been "improved" beyond 
the possibility of identification with the original houses. 
The few farmhouses and cottages that stand on or near 
the probable site of the hamlet are not earlier in date 
than the eighteenth century, the time when Cockan 
ceased to be so described. The original timbered 
structures would be thatched but it is possible that not 
all of them would be so roofed. In the later part of 
the fourteenth century there was a slater living at 
Thornton, an adjoining township to Clayton. This fact 
suggests that some of the buildings in the district may 
have been roofed with local flagstone. 

The medieval houses of Cockan would naturally 
differ in size and construction according to the status 
of the bccupier; but most of them would be one-
storeyed, timber-framed dwellings. The houses of the 
freeholders, later the yeomen-clothiers, probably com-
prised a house-body, or living-room, open to the roof, 
and, adjoining, a parlour, with a chamber over, to which 
access would be gained by steps on the outside. On 
the other side of the principal room would be the shop, 
in the case of a merchant, or the buttery, if it was a 
farmhouse. A passage, screened off from the living-
room, would lead from the front to the back. Here 
would be a fold, or enclosure, on the remaining three 
sides of which were, perhaps, a cottage, a laith or barn, 
stable, cow-house and domestic offices. The poorer 
class of people would occupy cottages consisting of only 
a living-room and an adjoining room, sometimes called 
the parlour, which was also used as a bedroom. These 

(2) Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society: Local Record Series, 
ii, p. 80; edited by the writer, 
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dwellings were, as may be imagined, low, dark and 
cheerless habitations, occupied by men whose livelihood 
was obtained from the land, part of which was in tillage 
and part in pasture. The growing of crops and wool 
were the principal occupations. 

Like many other hamlets and villages Cockan was 
thickly wooded in early times, but now there are no 
vestiges of ancient trees. Perhaps the reason for this 
absence is to be found in the assarting which was 
carried on in the thirteenth century. By a deed without 
date, but probably of the thirteenth century, John, son 
of Symon de Clayton, granted to Robert, son of Henry 
de Langley, his homage and service in twelve bovates 
of land in a new assart of Cockan. The word 'assart' 
here means that trees had been stubbed, or pulled up 
by the roots, for the purpose of converting forest land 
into arable. Such cleared lands were known as assarts, 
or essarts, and sometimes as royd-lands. Assart was 
allowed only by the lord's permission; it was a punish-
able offence to grub up trees without his licence. New 
land would also be taken, or reclaimed, from the waste 
or common land of Clayton at so much an acre, plus a 
yearly rental. This, too, could only be done by the 
authority of the lord of the manor. A reference to 
newly acquired land is to be found in an undated charter 
by which Symon de Clayton was granted a bovate of 
land, which the grantor held of one Robert Velly, in 
Cockainge. This was described as in nova captura, 
from which it is inferred that the land had recently been 
taken or reclaimed from the waste. 

In my researches I have found evidence that Cockan 
was freeholders' land and was always held in service 
of the lords of Clayton; it was land "improved of 
ancient time of the wastes by the lords of Clayton." A 
William de Cokayn is mentioned in an undated deed 
whereby Robert, son of William Fox, of Birill [Bierley], 
granted to him and his heirs all his right in a rent-
charge of 1 1d. yearly, with all the services which he, 
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William, used to pay for his lands in Cockan which he 
held of Robert. It may here be stated that the manor 
of Clayton, after it ceased to be a berewick of the 
Domesday manor of Bolton, was divided into three 
fees, or parts. In the beginning of the fourteenth 
century these appear to have belonged to William de 
Clayton, Jordan de Birill and Hugh de Leventhorpe. The 
Birill fee had previously been a possession of a family 
named Veile or Velly. In the year 1324 Leventhorpe 
granted his part of the manor to John de Boiling; soon 
afterwards Clayton's part and Birill's fee also came to 
Boiling. The Boiling family and their successors at 
Boiling Hall, the Tempests, held the manor for nearly 
300 years. I am unable to say with certainty in which 
fee, or fees, Cockan was situate. 

From a recital of evidence obtained in the reign of 
Elizabeth to prove that Clayton was a manor, we learn 
that many undated charters relating to Cockan were 
then in existence: where they are now it is impossible to 
say. These deeds, by the nature of their contents and 
the names of persons mentioned therein, must have been 
executed before the year 1300. One concerned Robert 
de Cokayn, who held certain lands of Robert de Horton. 
This was before 1294 as William de Leventhorpe, who 
had married the daughter and heiress of Hugh de 
Horton, the last lord of Horton of the name, became 
possessed of the Horton lands in Clayton about that 
year. Toward the end of the thirteenth century there 
must have been a Roger de Cokayne living. By a deed 
dated 1330 John de Boiling granted to Robert, his son 
and heir, the homage and service, which they were 
accustomed to do, of seven freeholders of Clayton. One 
of the seven was Adam, son of Roger de Cokayne. 
What the service was is not stated; to a great extent 
service depended upon the individual. Moreover, ser-
vices, other than those of court and mill, varied in 
different lordships. 

In tracing further the family which bore the same 
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name as that of the hamlet certain entries in the Brad-
ford Manor Court rolls of the fourteenth century may 
be recorded. In 1339 John de Cokayn, or Cokaynge, 
was called to answer to a plea of trespass, the plaintiff 
being Juliana, daughter of Roger de Thornton. Three 
years later Thomas de Clayton laid a complaint against 
John, son of Adam Cokayn, who had been guilty of 
cutting and carrying away timber belonging to Thomas. 
In 1345 we find tenants of William Cokayn mentioned. 
We have, therefore, proof that there was a family of 
Cockan settled there certainly in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, but how much earlier cannot be 
stated. The naming of people from their place of abode 
was the most common method, as no doubt it was the 
more useful for the purpose of identification at a time 
when the inhabitants of a parish occupied homesteads 
far apart. 

There now follows a recital of deeds and other docu-
ments in chronological sequence. The properties at 
Cockan appear to be so confusing that to deal with any 
one in its entirety, noting the changes in ownership, 
cannot be undertaken with certainty. 

On June 9, 1369, John de Clayton granted to 
William Fabro de Bradeford [William the smith of 
Bradford] the rent of 6s. 1d. in respect of two tene-
ments in Cockan. 

By a deed dated January 8, 18 Richard 11(1394), 
Henry Milner, Richard Symson, of Halifax, and 
William del Hethelee (?Headley, a neighbouring hamlet 
in the manor of Thornton), granted to John del Holyns, 
senior, of Cockeyn, and Anabille, his wife, fifteen and 
a half acres of land in Thornton, called Scot land and 
Calverley lands. These lands were formerly-of the gift 
and feoffment of Sir Walter de Calverley, knight. This 
is the only reference found relating to the Hollings 
family's connection with Cockan. This old local family 
was formerly settled at Longombiries, now Langberries, 
in Clayton, whence they migrated to Allerton in, most 
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probably, the seventeenth century. John de Bollyng, 
grandson of the first lord of Clayton of this name, was 
a witness to this deed. 

Richard Popeley, a member of a family settled at 
Popeley, in the parish of Birstall, in 24 Henry VI 
(1445-6) granted to Walter Calverley and others the 
rent of 6s. 1d. out of certain lands and tenements in 
Cockan, together with the homage, escheats and all 
other services due to him. It will be noticed that this 
rent-charge is of the same amount as that stated in the 
grant of 1369, but there is no proof that they related to 
the same premises. Whilst there are abundant refer-
ences to the Popeleys in deeds of early date relating to 
the Birstall neighbourhood, this is the only association 
of the family with Cockan of which I have any know-
ledge. This grant of a rent-charge is the only fifteenth 
century Cockan item I have found, but in view of the 
many documents that ante-date and post-date this one 
we may affirm that the hamlet was no mean one during 
that century and that several families lived there. The 
short narrative which follows will serve to substantiate 
this statement, for in it Cockan is described as a town. 
But one must not be misled by such a description: 
'town' may have meant merely the most thickly 
populated part of the hamlet. 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

In the year 1510 there was an inquiry, instituted by 
the Vicar-General of the Archbishop of York, into a 
charge of divination. The report of the proceedings 
in this remarkable case, which is to be found recorded 
in the Register of Archbishop Bainbridge,(') has 
received treatment by abler hands than mine ;(') there-

(3) Fo. 68, et seqq. Printed, without comment, by the late Rev. James 
Raine in The Archaeological Journal, xvi, pp. 72-81. 

(4) See article by the late T. H. Fallow in the History of Yorkshire 
(" Victoria History of the Counties of England "), iii, 1913, pp. 206-7; 
and Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, Xxvii, pp. 367-8, where 
Professor A. Hamilton Thompson discusses the magic circle, which 
doubtless figured in this famous case of sorcery. 
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fore, I will content myself by merely stating the part 
played by Cockan in this incident, a well-known example 
of sorcery. From the evidence it appears that the per-
sons involved in the offence set out from Bingley by 
different routes to a cross on Soil Hill, which lies near 
Mixenden, in the neighbourhood of Halifax. Here, it 
was believed, lay a hoard of treasure, guarded by a 
devil, which, according to report, had been seen by 
Robert Leventhorpe, of Leventhorpe, in Thornton. The 
treasure was reputed to be sufficient for a king's ransom. 
The evidence states that some members of the ex-
pedition, whose purpose was, apparently, to obtain the 
treasure, met later on a moor called Wilston [Wilsden] 
Lee, a sufficiently safe distance from Bingley. Suddenly 
they were enveloped in a mist and lost their way. 
Eventually, according to one witness, they arrived at 
the town of Cokkam, which by another witness was 
called Cokkyn. The plotters had evidently struck 
the Bingley to Halifax highway, probably unwittingly, 
and thus came to Cockan. Arrived there, they obtained 
fire and salt to be used, possibly, as ingredients for 
some magical preparation, whose use may have been 
accompanied by incantations. But be that as it may, 
they left Cockan and later arrived at a cross, not on Soil 
Hill but on Mykilmosse [Mickle Moss], then an 
unenclosed moor immediately west of Queensbury. 
Failing to locate the cross on Soil Hill the party of seven 
returned to Cockan where they settled down to supper. 
With the departure next morning of the four treasure 
hunters who stayed the night at Cockan ended the 
connection of the hamlet with this costly adventure, 
as it proved to be to those who took part in it. Punish-
ments were awarded to six of the seven persons who 
participated in this famous Yorkshire case of sorcery, 
and of these three were priests, two being Sir John 
Wilkinson, canon of Drax and priest of Bingley, and 
Sir Richard Greenwood, who was Wilkinson's colleague 
at Bingley Church. 
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On September 18, 20 Henry VII (1504), Richard 
Tempest, of Thornton, esquire, granted premises in 
Thornton to Brian Robynson, son and heir of Richard 
Robynson, of Cockan. Other transactions with the 
Robinsons, who evidently were a substantial family, 
were two grants by Dame Rosamund Tempest, formerly 
Boiling, of Boiling Hall, widow of Sir Richard Tempest, 
knight, and lady of the manors of Boiling, Allerton, 
Clayton and Thornton, to Thomas Robinson, of Cocken. 
The first, dated January 13, 30 Henry VIII (1538-9), 
was of certain water rights in respect of a messuage 
in Cockan; the other, bearing date January 4, 32 Henry 
VIII, was of two and a half acres of land adjoining 
the wastes of Clayton at a place called the Hurstwells. 
Robinson, though of Cockan, or Cocan, had to do suit 
at the lady's court and mill of Thornton. The mention 
of Hurstwells would suggest that there was a water-
course thereabouts, situated in or near a small wood. 
This deed also refers to rights relating to a course of 
running water at or near a place called Dakwell. 

Richard Walker, of Cokan, labourer, leased three 
acres and a rood of land of Rosamund Tempest in 
1540-41, for which he paid thirty pence a year and had 
to do suit and service at the court of Thornton. The 
land abutted upon a highway leading between Bradford 
and Halifax on the north, Shelf Brook on the south, 
and a place called the Thorns on the east. 

In a muster roll for Clayton of about the year 1540 
we notice the names of several freeholders in Cockan; 
in fact, one is inclined to think that the hamlet, for such 
is the designation applied to Cockan in all the deeds 
examined, was, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
almost as important as Clayton itself. Cockan men 
furnished horses, harness and other equipment. 

An indenture made in 34 Henry VIII (1542-3) 
informs us of the sale by Sir John Tempest, of Brace-
well, to Robert Deane, of Ovenden, clothier, and 
Richard Deane, one of Robert's younger sons, of a 
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messuage and all lands, woods and pastures thereto 
belonging called Westcoll, such premises being situate 
in Cokan and Thornton. The property conveyed was 
in the tenure of William Drake, and Edward, Robert 
and John Hayneworth. Westcoll was, in all likelihood, 
the settlement known as West Scholes to-day, which 
lies between Yews Green and Headley, in Thornton. 
This deed helps, therefore, in locating the situation of 
Cockan. 

On August 10, 4 Edward VI (1550), Rosamund 
Tempest granted to Johanna, Agnes and Effarn Robyn-
sonne, daughters of Thomas Robynsonne, land in 
Cockan at a rent of sixpence per annum. Eight years 
later, on August 14, 4 and 5 Philip and Mary, John 
Robinson, of Halifax, one of the sons of Thomas, who 
had then died, granted to Thomas Short, of Thornton, 
clothier, a small plot of ground in Cockayne which 
abutted upon the land of John Marshall on the west 
and a way leading between the hamlet and Halifax on 
the north. 

We now meet with the Midgley family, so often 
found in connection with Headley where one of them, 
William, built a good house in 1589. This, with 
additions of the seventeenth century, is still standing 
and is one of the most picturesque specimens of 
domestic architecture of that period to be found in 
Bradford-dale. The Midgleys were lords of the manor 
of Thornton from 1638 to 1715. In January, 9 Eliza-
beth (1567), William Stockdall, the elder, of Cockan, 
enfeoffed John Midgley, of Heathley, John Bairstow, 
of Northowram, and Christopher Heye, of Halifax, in 
some land in Cockan, and the watercourse called Hirste 
Wells, which he had purchased of Sir John Tempest, 
knight. This holding was in the tenure of Thomas 
Robinson thirty years before. 

In a Bradford Manor Court roll of 1574 Robert 
Drake is mentioned in reference to an offence relating 
to a watercourse in Cokon known as the Merwell. In 
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addition, there was another source of water in the ham-
let called the Turnewell. We have, then, noticed four 
ancient springs or wells in Cockan: Dakwell, Hurst-
wells, Merwell (? Merewell, a watercourse through 
marshy ground) and Turnewell. In the court roll just 
mentioned, that of October 7, 1574, the Merwell is 
described as an ancient waterway. The deed which 
mentions Turnewell is dated April 20, 20 Elizabeth 
(1578) and relates to a grant of this watercourse by 
Richard Robinson, of Cockan, husbandman, to Brian 
Longbothome, also of Cockan, clothier. It was situated 
on the south side of the mansion-house occupied by 
Robinson. This is the first evidence we have of the 
existence of a large house in the hamlet. The house, 
too, was conveyed to Longbothome, whose wife's name 
was Margaret. 

On July 6, 24 Elizabeth (1582), John Webster, of 
Bradford, yeoman, granted to Brian Webster, of 
Cockeyn, five acres of land in the hamlet. This adjoined 
a parcel of ground called Rode on the west, and the 
lands of Thomas Robinson and a tenement there in the 
occupation of Brian Longbothome on the east. Later 
in 1582 Richard Mitchell, of Halifax, son of John 
Mitchell, conveyed to Longbothome five acres of land 
in Cockan, formerly in the possession of one Thomas 
Barthiotte, who had purchased it of Dame Rosamund 
Tempest on February 5, 32 Henry VIII (1541). 

William Best, of Thornton, clothier, and Joan or 
Jane, his wife, leased to William Shirtcliff, of Tiresall, 
a messuage and thirteen acres of land in Cockan, then 
in the occupation of John Eastwood, Henry Dryver 
and Brian Jackson.- This was on May 4, 29 Elizabeth 
(1587), but shortly afterwards Best sold the premises 
to John Armitage, of Kirklees, esquire. On May 10, 
1587, Richard Robinson and Alice, his wife, conveyed 
to Armitage a messuage and ten acres of land in the 
hamlet. This property abutted on the road from Cockan 
to Halifax on the north and west, on the commons of 
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Clayton on the south, and on the high road leading from 
Cockan to Shelf on the east. Five years later, in 1592, 
Robinson and his son and heir, also named Richard, 
conveyed to Armitage a house, then occupied by Michael 
Northend, and the following closes of land in the tenure 
of Richard Booth: Springwells, the Croft, Great, Broad 
Ing, Little Broad Ing and the Little Stubble. All were 
in Cockan and were bounded on the south by Armitage's 
land, occupied by John Stancliffe, and on the north by 
land belonging to Lawrence Longbothome and the 
King's highway between Bingley and Halifax. It was 
about this time that John Armitage began to be inter-
ested in property in Cockan, for only two months after 
the preceding transaction William Stancliffe, of North-
owram, son and heir of Edward Stancliffe, of Shipden 
[Shibden], clothier, granted to him a house and land 
there. Armitage was the son of John Armitage, of 
Farnley Tyas, who bought the Kirklees Park estate in 
1565. The John who had interests in the hamlet was 
a Justice of the Peace for the West Riding and 
Treasurer for Lame Soldiers in 1599 and 1600. It was 
he who founded the Keresforth Hill branch of the 
family. He was succeeded in 1606 by his son, John, 
who became High Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1614. 

A leading Cockan family named Longbothome now 
comes before our notice. On July 29, 1587, Brian Long-
bothome, who less than ten years before had acquired 
the mansion-house, granted to his son, Lawrence, a 
house and eight closes of land, and three other closes 
called Well Croft, Heyfield and Hollyng Bancke, in 
Cockan. These were in the tenure of the grantor and 
Christopher Brooksbank, and were to be held by 
Lawrence and his heirs. In default of issue they were 
to pass to John Longbothome, younger son of Brian, 
and failing an heir to John they were to descend to 
Elizabeth and Marie, daughters of Brian. Lawrence 
married Grace, daughter of John Ingham, of Langfield, 
in Yorkshire. 
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It is impossible to say what was the population of 
Cockan at this time, the end of the sixteenth century, 
but that it was a fairly large one for a hamlet may be 
realised from the fact that references to the Bradford 
Parish Church Burial Register from 1598 to 1630, and 
to wills of inhabitants during this period, preserved 
at the Probate Registry Office at York, reveal between 
thirty and forty different family names. In addition, 
there are a few cases of more than one family bearing 
the same name: we may therefore conclude that there 
were at least forty families and probably upwards of 
250 inhabitants at the end of the sixteenth century. 
Many of these were clothiers, for it was during 
Elizabeth's reign that the development of commerce 
and the growth of local industries took place. In the 
parish of Bradford generally families were advancing 
their status by agriculture and by turning their attention 
to local manufactures and the merchanting of their 
products; in other words, the yeomen-clothiers were 
acquiring wealth from the land they tilled and the wool 
they grew. One result of this era of prosperity was 
that many mansions were built of local stone in excellent 
architectural taste, and furnished with articles of the 
fashion then prevailing. Of these houses erected 
between 1600 and 1650 there are several in Bradford-
dale, though not in Cockan itself, or rather, on the site 
of the hamlet. But there was, as we have seen, a 
mansion-house there, and doubtless there would be 
clustered round it cottages for the hinds, sheds and 
stables for cattle and horses, and barns for the grain, 
wool and other produce. 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

Before considering specific documents of the seven-
teenth century I will discuss briefly the enclosure of the 
commons in Cockan which took place at the opening of 
the seventeenth century. From some fifty to sixty 
manuscripts which I have examined it appears that early 
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in the century Sir Richard Tempest, of Boiling Hall, 
who was then lord of Clayton, conveyed parcels of the 
commons of Clayton for enclosure by the grantees. 
These small plots varied in extent from half an acre to 
six acres, the average rent for each acre being two shill-
ings and a hen yearly. The hen, a fat one, in every case 
had to be delivered to Tempest at his manor or mansion-
house at 'Boiling every Christmas. Several Cockan 
inhabitants had lands conveyed to them under these 
terms, and among them was Lawrence Longbothome, 
clothier, whose land was to be held by knight service. 
All the grantees had to do suit and service to Tempest's 
court for his manor of Clayton. In one of these con-
veyances we learn that there was a way leading between 
Cockan and Mickle Moss. This reference enables us 
to understand clearly how the Mixenden treasure 
hunters of about a century earlier came to the cross on 
Mykilmosse. Another deed in this series, which was 
a grant to John Shackleton, of Cockan, husbandman, 
informs us that the waste of Clayton included a place 
called Cockan Edge. In this, as in all the others, 
Tempest reserved to himself mines of coal, stone and 
other minerals within the land conveyed. From Cockan 
Edge, or Cockan Heighte, as it was described in a deed 
of 1616, there was a road leading to Bradshaw. 

From the will of William Kellett, who was buried 
at Bradford on April 13, 1611, we find that he be-
queathed a farmhold at Coccon. This he held of 
William Dickson. 

According to an indenture of May 24, 1620, the 
mansion-house had passed out of the possession of the 
Longbothomes. The parties to this deed were Lawrence 
Longbothome, the elder, Grace, his wife, and Lawrence, 
their son, of the first part, Bryan Haneworth, of the 
Viewes (probably Yews), in Clayton, and Robert 
I1lingworth, of Headley, yeoman, of the second part, 
and John Haneworth, of Cockan, yeoman, and William 
Tordoff, of Wibsey, linen draper, of the third part. The 
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Longbothomes, by their indenture of bargain and sale 
of four days before made between them and John Hane-
worth, sold to the latter the mansion-house, in which 
Longbothome, the elder, lived, two cottages under one 
roof, then occupied by Mary Sutcliffe, widow, and John 
Lum, and a croft and six closes of land. By another 
deed of the same date, May 20, 1620, the Longbothomes 
sold to William Tordoff the mansion in which Richard 
Collinge, or Coolinge, lived, and the fields known as 
Wellcrofte, Crawstones, Hollynbancke and Copt Hill. 
Three of these fields abutted upon the Bingley and 
Halifax highway on the west, land of Abraham Brooks-
bank on the east, land of John Armitage, then in the 
occupation of Richard Booth, on the south and Cockan 
Lane on the north. The Longbothomes were buried at 
Bradford: Lawrence, the elder, on April 7, 1630, 
Grace, his widow, on December 19, 1634, and Lawrence, 
the son, on May 17, 1642. 

John Haneworth and William Tordoff leased to 
Bryan Haneworth and Robert Illingworth the premises 
they had purchased of the Longbothomes. On July 23, 
1622, Haneworth granted his recently-acquired houses 
and land to his son, Abraham. John Haneworth was 
buried in the Parish Church of Bradford on June 27, 
1623. The fact of his being interred in the church 
denotes that the Haneworths were a family of some 
importance in the neighbourhood. By John's will, 
proved on July 18, 1623, we find that his wife's name 
was Effarn and that his children were Joseph, Mathew, 
Effam, Susan, Abraham and Robert. His brothers 
were Brian, James, Robert and Martin, all of whom 
were buried in Bradford Church: Brian on December 
31, 1622, Robert on July 9, 1627, Martin on March 21, 
1630, and James on December 13, 1632. 

The will of Robert, brother of John Haneworth, 
which was proved at York on September 6, 1627, states 
that the testator had granted to John Midgley, of 
Headley, gentleman, and Jonas Haneworth, son and 
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heir of his brother, Martin, the moiety of the messuage 
called Alderscholes, not far from Cockan. In the will 
of Agnes Haneworth, of Cokon, widow of Robert, is 
mentioned her daughter, Elizabeth Leake, to whom the 
sum of 51i... owing to the testator at the time by Robert 
Booth, minister at Sowerby Bridge, had to be paid. 

On October 5, 1630, James Robinson, of Shipden, 
clothier, and Bryan Robinson, of Denbye (? Denby in 
the township of Allerton), husbandman, granted to John 
Armitage and Michael Bairstow, of Cockan, clothier, 
a parcel of land in the hamlet. This had lately been 
enclosed of the wastes of Clayton and adjoined a road 
called Shottyate on the west. 

Thomas Gleydhill, of Cockan, clothier, is mentioned 
in a deed dated February 16, 1631, as holding a close 
of land formerly in the tenure of Richard Booth. Booth, 
who was of the yeoman class, was buried in the Parish 
Church of Bradford on December 10, 1627. His will, 
like many others of the inhabitants of Cockan, does not 
disclose information useful for an account of this lost 
hamlet. Such wills as those of John Robinson, proved 
on December 19, 1599, John Milner, May 26, 1608, 
John Learoyd, April 11, 1611, Anne Northend, widow, 
December 18, 1615, John Gleydhill, April 23, 1618, 
John Rudd, April 19, 1621, Thomas Field, dated 1639, 
and Matthew Sowden, dated January 4, 1643, all of 
which have been examined, do not help in a survey of 
this kind, except to furnish additional names of Cockan 
families. A search of the Bradford parish registers 
would result in the discovery of more families than are 
named in this account, but as they are not mentioned 
in the manuscripts which have provided the material 
for this paper it is not proposed to give such a directory. 
From the number already dealt with one may conclude 
that the hamlet was far from being sparsely populated. 
But to return to Thomas Gleydhill. He sold to 
Armitage and James Fournes, also of Kirklees, yeoman, 
the land just mentioned, which adjoined that of 
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Armitage and Richard Parson. Gleydhill had pur-
chased this field, known as Clarkdell Close, of Jonas 
Booth. In the field stood a house then occupied by 
John Stockdale. 

In 1638 there began the building of the school house 
in connection with the Bingley Grammar School, and 
from notes on building accounts in the Ferrand manu-
scripts we learn that material used in its construction 
was conveyed from Cockom End. Stone and other 
building material was obtained from places as far 
distant from Bingley as the Washburn Valley; there-
fore, I am inclined to think that Cockom was Cockan 
which, as we have seen, was linked with Bingley by the 
King's highway. Unfortunately, the material brought 
from Cockom End is not described. It may have been 
stone, which was plentiful in the Cockan district, there 
being delves marked on Clayton township plans. 

Three years later, on November 10, 1641, Richard 
Brooke, of Birstall, yeoman, Nathaniel Midgley, of 
Mixenden, yeoman, and John Milner, of Clayton, 
clothier, granted to Abraham Haneworth the tithes of 
corn, grain, grass and hay in Cockan. Shortly after-
wards Haneworth made a settlement on Isabel, his wife, 
of the dwelling-house and six fields which his father, 
John Haneworth, purchased of the Longbothomes in 
1620. John Hollyns, of Manningham, yeoman, and 
Francis Nettleton, of Ricrofte, in Tong, tanner, were 
the feoffees. On July 5, 1647, however, Abraham sold 
to John Sowden, son and heir of Mathew Sowden, of 
Cockan, deceased, the mansion-house, the two cottages 
under one roof, the six closes of land and other 
premises. 

The mansion purchased by William Tordoff in 1620 
was sold on July 10, 1648, to Henry Gleidhill, of 
Halifax, clothdresser. 

An assessment of the Clayton township, made in 
1651 by officers of Cromwell's army, in respect of 
soldiers billeted at the Old Dolphin Inn, Clayton, shows 
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that the whole township, which for the purpose of the 
levy was divided into four parts, contributed 21i. 9s. lOd. 
Clayton town's share was 17s. 8d., Moor Houses, now 
part of Queensbury, contributed 15s. 9d., Cockan 9s. 7d. 
and Clayton Heights hamlet 6s. lOd. 

A Clayton Manor Court roll of 1656 states that 
Jonas Robertshaw was seised df premises at Cocking 
Edge, near the commons of Clayton. This is the only 
association of the Robertshaw family with Cockan so 
far discovered, and it is of particular interest to the 
writer as a paternal ancester of his was born at nearby 
Mickle Moss some seventy years after Jonas occurs. 
Cockan Edge is mentioned in later deeds and rentals, 
and as far as I can ascertain it was, probably, the ridge 
of high land running, roughly, from above West Scholes 
Gate, along the fringe of the ancient Clayton township, 
that is, the route of the Brighouse and Denholme Turn-
pike Road, by Pineberry to Sharket Head and, perhaps, 
as far as Scarlet Heights. The earliest Ordnance 
Survey plan marks part of this stretch of land Clayton 
Edge, which lends credence to the theory that it was 
formerly Cockan Edge. Thus from Cockan Edge one 
could command a view of the hamlet, which was not 
compact since it appears to have included the somewhat 
scattered settlements and farmsteads of Spring Head, 
Carter House, Sandbeds, Fall Top, Hole (or Hoyle) 
Bottom, and Yews Green, or Green Top. 

We return now to the two principal properties in 
Cockan, those which included mansion-houses. John 
Sowden, on June 1, 1659, sold to John Nicholls, of 
Thornton, the premises he had purchased from 
Abraham Haneworth in 1647. The principal house 
was then divided into two tenements. Meanwhile, 
Henry Gleidhill had sold the mansion and four fields, 
which he had bought of Tordoff, to James Bell, of 
Thornton, husbandman, who granted the premises to 
his son and heir, Adam, on November 7, 1671. 

By a deed of 1674 which was not executed, John 
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Nicholls gave to Daniel Tessimond, alias Nicholls, his 
reputed son, and Grace, wife of Daniel, a house in 
Cockan Lane side, late in the occupation of Daniel 
Bateman. But by 1682 Tessimond had become 
possessed of Nicholls' estate in Cockan, for we find that 
as Daniel Nicholls, alias Tasymond, he leased to 
Francis Wilkinson, the younger, a messuage late in 
the tenure of his reputed father, deceased, and of John 
Haneworth. John Carter, of Clayton, clothier, lent to 
Tessimond two sums of money, for the security of 
which the mortgagor held a house, a cottage and six 
fields. A deed of 1689, however, shows that Carter had 
contracted with Tessimond for the absolute purchase 
of the reversions and inheritance of this property. 

David Drake, of Pikedley, in Allerton, son of John 
Drake, yeoman, by indentures of lease and release dated 
February 26 and 27, 1693, became the owner of all the 
barns, buildings, gardens and closes of land which 
Carter had purchased of Tessimond. At the same time 
Adam Bell also granted to Drake the messuage and 
lands he had received from his father, James, in 1671. 
Thus did the two properties, whose changes in owner-
ship we have noted, come ultimately into the hands of 
one person. But soon there was to be another change, 
the final one so far as this account of the hamlet goes. 
The last deed to be mentioned is that of January 11, 
1700, whereby Robert Ferrand, of Harden, esquire, pur-
chased of Joseph Middleton, of Tockwith, in Yorkshire, 
yeoman, and Susannah, his wife, who was the only 
sister of David Drake, all the premises conveyed to 
Drake in 1693. This deed speaks of "the messuage 
now erected and which was heretofore occupied in two 
messuages." The Ferrand family, therefore, became 
the owners of the two estates, whose descent over a 
period of more than a century we have been considering. 

CONCLUSION 

In the Hailstone collection of manuscripts at the 
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York Minster Library is an undated document, but 
which belongs to the reign of Queen Anne, the subject 
of which is a dispute about the repair and maintenance 
of certain highways in the manor of Clayton. It appears 
that Sir Walter Calverley, baronet, of Calverley, Robert 
Ferrand, esquire, of St. Ives, Harden, and Francis 
Lindley, esquire, of Bolling Hall, had been appointed 
referees to inquire into the customs and usages of the 
township of Clayton, with particular reference to the 
highways, to settle all differences amongst the 
inhabitants, and to make an order which should be final 
and conclusive to all parties to the dispute. It is stated, 
upon examination, that Clayton was anciently divided 
into three distinct hamlets, called the Town, Height and 
Cockan hamlets, which formerly maintained their own 
highways separately without intermeddling with each 
other. This maintenance had been effected by the in-
habitants in each hamlet performing yearly six days' 
statute labour in repairing the roads lying within their 
respective hamlets, which custom the referees desired 
to be continued. (5) In the event of these repairs not 
being done to the satisfaction of John Hirst, the 
younger, who was surveyor for the whole of Clayton, 
there was to be an equal assessment upon the village for 
the purpose of reimbursing the surveyor for money laid 
out in further necessary repairs. The order of the 
referees concluded as follows :-

"If the old custom be objected against as improper to be restored 
we are very willing to submit to any Order that should reduce 
these matters to any certainty as thus—that such part of the 
common highway both cart way and horse betwixt Bradford and 
Hallyf ax as lyes over Clayton Height and through part of Cockan 
and also the pack or horseway leading from Corn (?) Smithy 
through Cockan to Thornton Becke commonly called Cockan Lane 
and the cart way in the Town Hamlet from Green Top to Lidget 
Yate and the horseway or hackney way leading out of the same 
below the Town Bridge to Crosley Hall shall be causeyed, repaired 
and amended when and so often as need shall require by the 

(5) Later in the eighteenth century this obligation to work on the 
highways could be compounded for by a cash payment, with which 
labour was hired. 
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Surveyor of the highways in Clayton after the manner of common 
repair (that is to say, by six days work of the inhabitants in each 
hamlet and by an assessment upon the whole village) and that 
the rest of the highways in the whole village shall be repaired 
and amended by the Order." 

This document is interesting as showing that the 
three fees, or parts, into which the manor of Clayton 
was divided in the thirteenth century were not only 
then separate entities, but probably afterwards became 
hamlets and maintained their individual identity 
throughout the centuries covered by this history. 

Why Cockan should, apparently, lose its identity 
later in the eighteenth century is difficult to explain. It 
would seem that the dwellings and farm buildings des-
cribed in the deeds we have noticed were swept away 
to make room for the later structures which one may 
see there. Were the small holdings of Tudor and 
Stuart days incorporated in a few larger ones made by 
the Ferrands, thus, perhaps, causing the demolition of 
decaying buildings? The answer to this question would 
appear to be found in the deed of 1700 which tells us 
that two messuages had given place to one newly-
erected house. The rentals which have been consulted 
also indicate that Cockan was declining by the mid-
eighteenth century. 

The hamlet of Cockan doubtless grew out of forest 
and moorland, and, like other hamlets and villages in 
the old parish of Bradford, later contributed its share 
to the rise of the local woollen and worsted industries. 
Then, unlike its neighbours, it passed out of existence, 
to be forgotten, one would think. That such is not the 
case, however, is due entirely to the existence of 
manuscripts relating to the place. The importance of 
the preservation of old writings of every description is, 
therefore, exemplified in this history of Cockan: if the 
Ferrand muniments had not been preserved this account, 
which, it is hoped, will prove a useful contribution to the 
history of Bradford-dale, could not have been compiled. 



WYCOLLER CAUSEWAY 

BY FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

IN Dr. J. J. Brigg's interesting article(') concerning 
a seventeenth century dispute as to the boundary 
between Oakworth and Come, Wycoller Causeway 

takes a prominent place. As this road is mentioned in 
a fifteenth century document it is evidently ancient, and 
more than once it has been hinted that it may have been 
a Roman road. Two parts of the Causeway are men-
tioned and also shown on the plan given in the article. 
A brief description of what actually exists is therefore 
not without interest. 

1.—The Old Causeway passing east and west, with 
Watersheddles Cross to its north and the present road 
to its south (which road it joins about one-third of a 
mile to the west), and pointing eastwards towards Two 
Laws, before reaching which it ends in the air. 

This is still quite plain for several hundred yards, 
the western part gradually becoming fainter until it is 
lost some distance before joining the highway. The 
top is flat and about eleven feet wide. It is somewhat 
raised above the general ground level; and in places it 
can be seen definitely that a certain amount of stone 
has been systematically used in its construction, but 
the bulk of its substance seems to consist of earth. Side 
ditches are plain in places. 

2.—The New Causeway has apparently been incor-
porated with the present road in part, for it first shows 
not forty yards from the Great Lowe, as stated by 
witnesses quoted by Dr. Brigg, but a good quarter of a 
mile further west, when it is seen branching to the north 
of the highway and aiming at the hump on which Camel 
Cross stands. On reaching this hump it becomes a 

(1) The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, Pt. XXVI. 
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hollow way crossing the high ground a little south of 
the cross and then rejoining the present road. The east 
part of this causeway is very similar in appearance to 
the old causeway. 

Superficially, these pieces of old road resemble 
Roman roads, but there are differences of detail so 
great as to distinguish the one from the other quite 
clearly. A Roman road is wider (about seventeen feet 
across) and not flat-topped but well cambered, and it 
is built solidly of stone. What then is this Causeway? 
Pretty clearly it is a predecessor of the present highway, 
which line for a very long period has formed one of 
the main crossings of the hills between Lancashire and 
Yorkshire. At several other points an older track or 
road can be seen alongside the old Bradford and Colne 
road, via Hewenden and Haworth, and before the new 
road was built by Cowling and over Reedshaw Moss 
it must have carried the bulk of the traffic westwards 
from Leeds, Bradford, Bingley and Keighley, so that 
it was ultimately remade as the Blue Bell, Haworth 
and Toller Lane turnpike. Indeed, quite possibly it may 
originally have been a prehistoric trackway. At any 
rate the Causeway probably marks the first attempt in 
early medieval times to make a proper road along this 
already important route; and it is therefore of real 
interest, for such roads very seldom remain in an un-
touched condition. 



NOTES ON 

LOCAL CLERGY IN REFORMATION TIMES 

BY H. I. JUDSON, M.A. 

THE number of assistant clergy of the Bradford 
Parish Church seems to have been greatest 
immediately before the Reformation. Whether 

some of these served the chapels of Thornton, Wibsey 
and Haworth cannot be definitely stated, but as Hepton-
stall had five "capellani" it is likely that the seven 
served Bradford Parish Church only, which seems to 
be supported by the particulars given below from 
J. Horsfall Turner's Haworth, Past and Present. 

Unless otherwise stated the information given here 
is from the Lansdowne Ms., No. 452, and the Additional 
Ms., No. 8102 in the British Museum. The Lansdowne 
manuscript supplies a list of Clerical Subsidies, which 
are undated but not earlier than 1521, when William 
Blackburn became Vicar of Skipton, nor later than 
1524, by which time Robert Mason had left Keighley. 
In the Subsidy list the amount demanded is one-fifteenth 
if the stipend is assessed at less than 81i. a year; other-
wise, it is a tenth. In Bradford Dominus Thomas 
Ecopp was the senior curate, the only one described as 
"capellanus parochiæ de Bradford," or "parish-
curate"; and William Illingworth is probably the 
"incumbent" of Keighley later. In Kildwick and 
Skipton there are "cantarists" found who appear to 
have been mass-priests or chantry-priests, rather than 
"precentors," as is usually the translation of the word. 

The Bradford clergy were the following :-

Ii. s. d. Ii. s. d. 
Dns Gilbertus Beconsaw, 

Vicar de Bradford 25 0 0 50 0 

Thomas Ecopp, Capellanus 
paroch. de Bradford - 6 13 4 8 10 
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Ii. s. d. Ii. s. d. 
Dns Wilims Wright, 

Capellanus ibidem 510 0 7 4 

Johannes Holyns, 
Capellanus ibidem 3 13 4 4 10 

Percivallus Webster, 
Capellanus ibidem 4 0 0 5 4 

Wilims I11ingworth, 
Capellanus ibidem 40 0 2 8 

Christorus Horton, 
Capellanus ibidem 53 4 3 6 

Rogerus Thornton, 
Capellanus ibidem 3 13 4 4 10 

In the Deanery of Craven are given the following :-

Dns Robertus Mason, 
Rector de Kyghley 11 11 8 1 3 2 

Milo Hertley, Capellanus 
paroch. de Kyghley - 4 0 0 5 4 

Wilims Widhop, 
Capellanus ibidem 2 13 4 3 6 

Kildwick had five clergy :-

Dns Robertus Whyxley, 
Vicarius de Kildewike 13 13 4 1 7 4 

Johannes Scarburgh, 
Cantarist apud Kildewike 3 6 8 . 4 54 

Ricardus Parkynson, 
Cap. apud Kildewike 4 0 0 5 4 

Jacobus Michill, 
Cap. apud Kildewike 3 6 8 4 5 

Ricardus Spenser, 
Cap. apud Kildewike 2 0 0 2 8 

The Skipton clergy include two "cantarists" in the 
Castle :-

Dns Wilims Blakburn, 
Vicarius de Skipton 12 0 0 1 4 0 

Wilims Culpon, 
Cantarist apud Skipton 5 0 0 6 8 

11 
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Ii. s. d. Ii. s. d. 
Dns Thomas Bakhowrst, 

Cantarist apud Skipton 3 13 4 4 101 
Johannes Kitson, Capellanus 

paroch. de Skipton - 5 6 8 7 1 
Johannes Wilkynson, 

Cap. ibidein 6 13 4 8 101 
Roger Martyndale, - 

Cantarist apud Castrum 4 0 0 5 4 
Johannes Walbank, 

Cantarist apud Castrum 4 0 0 5 4 

The Additional Ms. of the 2nd and 3rd Philip and 
Mary (A.D. 1556) is a list of fees, corrodies and 
pensions to members of suppressed houses, chantries, 
etc. 

Within the thirty-five years between 1521 and 1556 
there had been great changes. Much Church property 
had been confiscated by Henry VIII and there were 
further confiscations in the reign of Edward VI, when 
chantries and guilds were the principal victims as 
supplying masses for the dead. But the chantry priest 
was usually the schoolmaster also, whose fees had been, 
in many cases if not always, supplemented by gifts and 
endowments from the parishioners, and, although the 
Calvinistic section of the parishioners were willing to 
lose their chantry priest, both the Calvinistic and 
Catholic sections were unwilling to lose their endow-
ments which, in the case of Bradford, were kept for 
the local school. However, much property had gone in 
the two previous reigns and Queen Mary and her hus-
band, Philip of Spain, gave pensions to the clergy who 
had suffered. In the case of Haworth the parishioners 
were not strong enough to resist the robbery, although, 
in 1548, it was stated that "the chapel of Haworth in 
the parish of Bradford was a chantry, being a chapel 
of ease and distant from the parish church seven miles 
and that Arthur Rawlin, incumbent, should remain at 
the yearly wage of 41i. 13s. 4d."" 

(1) Chantries in Yorkshire: Surtees Society Publications. 
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In the case of Keighley there was "one preyst found 
by the parson there to serve the cure, the parson him-
self not being resident." Also "William Hilhngworth, 
incombent, lxj yeres of age, hath his living in certain 
lands in feoffment to certain persons of the seyd paryshe 
to th'use of fynding of a preist to say masse and to 
teach the children." William " Hillingworth" seems 
to be the man of the same name who appears in the list 
of Bradford curates previously given. He appears 
again in the list of pensions in the Additional Ms., 
when he was given a pension of 31i. is. 6d. a year. (2) 

Amongst others of these pensions were those of 
Stephen Ellis, recently incumbent, recently chantry-
priest in Kildwick, 21i. 17s. 4d. per annum; Edward 
Leatholme, recently incumbent and chantry-priest in 
Skipton, 41i. 3s. 8d. per annum; and Roger Martyndale, 
priest, recently celebrant in the late chantry (?) of the 
Blessed Mary in Skipton, 4/i. 

The property retained for the use of Bradford 
School in 1553 was :— 

A messuage and a rood of land in the tenure of Robert 
S owden, 

a close (Milnholme) of one acre in the tenure of Joseph 
Large, 

a messuage and a half acre of land in Mime Cliffe in the 
tenure of Amos Grove, 

an acre in Miln Holme in the tenure of William Rawson, 

a bake-house yard in the tenure of Christopher Banke, 
a yearly rent of Sd. out of certain lands in Manningham 

paid by Joseph Northrop, 

a yearly rent of 2s. paid by Thomas Wade anciently 
belonging to the living and sustentation of a school-
master teaching grammar (i.e., Latin grammar whence 
"Grammar School") within the town of Bradford.(3) 

(2) "William Ellingworthe, recently incumbent, recently chantry-priest 
(cantarist) in Keighley, per annum, 61s. 6d." 

(3) Taken from the papers of the Duchy Court of Lancaster and the 
Letters Patent of May 20, 6 Edward VI, when an order was issued 
"to continue the property to its former use." 
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Haworth was less fortunate and the parishioners 
there were obliged to replace the endowment at their 
own cost, 361i. being collected in 1559 and expended in 
land in Stanbury. 4 

The Keighley Chantry lands of "the Blessed Virgin 
Mary" seem to have been, in 1565, 

S. d. 
an acre of land in the tenure of John Rawlyn - 4 
an acre of land in the tenure of Thomas Fairwell 4 

2 acres of land in the tenure of John Rowlynge - 4 
a messuage in the tenure of John Bridgehouse - 2 8 
chamber and garden in the tenure of the incumbent 7 

a cottage and an acre of land in the tenure of 
William Cowper - - - - - 2 0 

a messuage in the tenure of John Smith(5) - 3 10 

The Keighley Chantry lands are mentioned later in 
the reign of Charles II, being then, apparently, Crown 
property. Bradford alone seems to have retained its 
own: Haworth, which maintained two clergy before 
the Reformation, did not. J. Horsfall Turner gives the 
following as its clergy :-

John Pawson, about 1431; 
Alexander Emmott, till 1531 or 1532, assisted by John 

Clark, Deacon; 
Stephen Smith from 1532 onwards, assisted by John 

Halifax, possibly; and 
Arthur Rawlinge, from 1544 till 1577 or later. 

Then there is a gap in the Haworth incumbents till the 
time of John Collier who was expelled in 1654. 

(4) Haworth Parish Registers, p. 111; by the Rev. T. W. Story. 
(5) Taken from copies of papers in the Augmentation Office and others 

by the courtesy of the late Mr. W. A. Brigg, of Kildwick Hall. 



THE ROMAN ROAD BEYOND LONG PRESTON 

AND THE POSITION OF A HOARD OF COINS 

BY FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

AN anonymous local writer in the Gentleman's 
Magazine" recorded the find of a considerable 
hoard dating from Constantine the Great to 

Gratian at Craven Bank, near Giggleswick. The name 
Craven Bank not being in use, the exact locality has 
been in doubt hitherto, but it is now possible to identify 
it within at least a few yards. The points are that 
Craven Bank is named as the boundary of Craven, and 
that the coins were found in digging stone beside a 
public road at a place whence a Roman road was visible 
on the moors above Sunderland, a name subsequently 
corrected to Sawkland, 2 which again can only mean 
Lawkland. 

Now the western boundary of Giggleswick, which 
was also the boundary of Craven, runs south-west up 
an irregular mass of high ground from Armitstead, one 
and three quarter miles west by north of Giggleswick 
Church, and Craven Ridge farm lies not far off. Ref er-
ence to Teesdale's map (1817) shows that this high 
ground was Craven Bank. Near its foot there is a 
large quarry, now or recently in use, and scattered lower 
down are a number of smaller grass-grown depressions, 
clearly abandoned quarries. There is no public road 
there; but a loop of the Giggleswick-Eldroth road, now 
only used as a footpath, or for farm traffic, passes by 
these disused workings, one of which is absolutely 
alongside it. This deserted loop was once a through 
road, subsequently replaced by a line along more con-
venient ground. 

(1) 1794, P. 259. 
(2) Ibid., P. 963. 

I 
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From these quarries the high ground above Lawk-
land, forming the western face of the High Rig dividing 
Ribblesdale from the low land about Lawkland, is 
clearly visible at one mile; and in The Antiquary(') 
the High Rig road crossing it from Giggleswick 
was given as the probable continuation of the 
Roman road from Ilkley past the forts at 
Long Preston. It is now possible to convert this con-
jecture into virtual certainty, for from about 100 yards 
north-east of High Paley Green the Roman road has 
been identified quite clearly for a quarter of a mile 
slanting down the hillside to pass a little east of 
Lawkland Green and Lawkland, and pointing almost 
directly to Cross Streets, two miles on. It is first a 
ridge and then an artificial terrace with traces of a 
ridge. About one third of a mile south-east of Cross 
Streets there are again pretty clear traces in almost the 
same line; and then, after a sweep to the left, at one 
mile beyond Cross Streets a short length seems to be 
visible pointing about east and west some 100 yards 
north of the main Settle-Clapham road on the eastern 
slope down to Sandaber Beck. If these two latter 
identifications are correct (and the nature of the country 
makes it impossible that they can be far wrong) the 
continuation may be safely taken at least approximately 
as sketched in The Antiquary, at any rate as far as a 
junction not far from Overborough with the road north 
from Ribchester. 

It is interesting to note that Borrans barn, close by 
Lawkland Green, must be very near the road. By it 
there are old foundations of unknown date and 
meaning. 

(3) February, 1915, p. 62. 



EDITORIAL 

p
ERHAPS the Honorary Editor may be pardoned 

for including in this issue, the first under his 
sole editorship, a note respecting the Society's 

journal. The present number has been preceded by 
thirty-eight others, the first having appeared in January, 
1881. Readers acquainted with the contents of these 
issues will probably agree that they have been of a high 
standard, a fact largely due to the first three to occupy 
the responsible position of Honorary Editor—William 
Cudworth, Charles A. Federer and Dr. J. Hambley 
Rowe. 

The task of editing a publication such as this is no 
light one, if ten years' experience of the work is any 
criterion. Material has to be obtained and selected 
with care; and it is here where the chief value of the 
journal lies, for the policy of the Council has always 
been to publish only those papers compiled from original 
records, or, as in the case of achæology and field work 
generally, from personal investigations. 

From time to time unannotated manuscript records 
have been printed in these pages, and when opportunity 
affords similar items will be included in future issues. 
These form part of the local historian's raw material, 
and while their form is somewhat fragmentary their 
value is none the less real. 

Letters from members and subscribers in apprecia-
tion of the journal show that the Society is rendering 
much service to the study of local history and genealogy 
by the contributions which appear in The Bradford 
Antiquary. Sometimes papers are accompanied by 
interesting local maps and plans, a feature which will 
be continued as and when suitable material is available. 
The reproduction of rare local plans should be under-
taken by all historical societies, as frequently they are 
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of considerable value to the historian and topographer 
alike. 

This publication occupies no mean place in the 
learned world; and periodical literature would be the 
poorer for its loss. But, fortunately, there is no sign 
of cessation: more than ever is there need for its con-
tinuance as the lighted torch of local historical research, 
for interest in this field of knowledge is increasing 
yearly. Proof of this may be found in the growing 
desire by college and public libraries in the British Isles 
and the United States of America to become subscribers 
to our organ. Moreover, the journal is the only link 
between the Society and those members who live in 
places remote from Bradford, by whom each number 
is awaited with interest. 

Readers who are able to provide original papers of 
local archaeological, historical, or genealogical interest 
are asked to submit them to the Honorary Editor, who 
will consider them for inclusion in this journal. 
Finally, the Council of the Society earnestly hope that 
those members who are so inclined, and who possess the 
necessary ability, will work at the preparation of 
original papers so that the supply of material for The 
Bradford Antiquary shall not diminish. 

THE HONORARY EDITOR. 



BRADFORD TRADESMEN'S TOKENS OF THE 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

BY WILLIAM E. PRESTON 

FROM the Norman Conquest to the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth the currency in England consisted of 
coins in gold and silver, and in the latter metal 

coins of low value as halfpence and farthings were 
minted. They were for this reason of very small size 
and weight, and were in consequence readily lost. To 
replace these minute silver coins it was proposed by the 
Government during the reign of Elizabeth to issue a 
copper coinage, but the proposal apparently never 
matured, although in Ireland a penny and halfpenny 
in copper were issued in 1601-2. The first legal copper 
coin to be issued by authority in England was a 
farthing issued by the Corporation of the City of 
Bristol. 

During the early seventeenth century great incon-
venience was caused to small tradesmen and the poorer 
classes of people by the scarcity and inconvenience of 
these coins of small denomination. In the year 1613 
Lord Harrington obtained a patent from King James I 
to issue farthings in copper, which was extended by 
Charles I. Unwisely, under this privilege, such large 
quantities were issued that traders were almost ruined 
by them, the patentees refusing to exchange them. This 
created so great a disturbance in the country that the 
coins were suppressed by order of Parliament in 1644, 
and the estates of the patentees seized to meet the loss 
sustained in the rechange of the farthings. With the 
outbreak of the Civil War the Royal authority fell 
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into contempt, and immediately before or after the 
death of the King, anyone who chose took upon him-
self to issue his small moneys; the earliest date found 
on these coins is 1648. Mayors, overseers and small 
tradesmen in towns all over England began to issue 
these coins, or tokens, of low value in brass and copper, 
which were in the nature of a promissory note redeem-
able in legal money, or in goods, at the place of issue. 

Recognising the growing evils incidental to these 
private issues in increasing numbers all over the 
country the Government took steps to remedy them in 
1672, when a royal proclamation was issued making 
current His Majesty's farthings and halfpence of 
copper and forbidding all others to he used. Although 
at first the proclamation was ineffective, the threat of 
the Government to take proceedings against offenders 
ultimately led to their discontinuance, and these little 
coins soon fell into disuse and obscurity. It is estimated 
that over 2,000 different kinds were issued in England, 
Wales and Ireland. Amongst the English counties 
that of Kent seems to have issued the largest number, 
namely 595, while Yorkshire follows next with an issue 
of 445. 

The great labours of William Boyne and George C. 
Williamson, represented by their contributions to the 
study of numismatics, and particularly those of the 
latter in his voluminous work on trade tokens, in which 
he embodies Boyne's researches, have practically ex-
hausted this field of inquiry. Although this publication 
is primarily a catalogue of the tokens of the seven-
teenth century, and a book of reference for the collector, 
it is also a wide field of inquiry for the local historian 
who may wish to supplement the information given by 
researches for biographical details of those persons who 
issued tokens in his own locality. 

The town of Bradford may claim the distinction of 
having had nine tokens issued by tradesmen about the 
year 1666, These are : -
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1. Obverse: Will. Bancks of Bradford—Arms of 
Kendal in Westmorland. 

Reverse: Carrier for Kendall—his halfe penny. 

2. Obverse: John Cooke, 1666—his half peny. 
Reverse: of Bradford—J.C.M. 

3. Obverse: John Cooke and Josuah Farrand— 
A lion rampant. 

Reverse: of Bradford, their half peny—Arms 
of Bradford; three bugle horns. 

4. Obverse: James Durham in Bradford (in three 
lines). 

Reverse: his half peny 1667—TD conjoined 
(in 'three lines). 

5. Obverse: William Hopkinson. his peny—Arms 
three skulls and cross-bones, two and one. 

Reverse: At ye Swan in Bradford—W.H.B. 

6. Obverse: Thomas Ibbotson—his halfe penny. 
Reverse: Mercer in Bradford—T.I. 

7. Obverse: David Parkinson—The 'Mercers' Arms. 
Reverse: in Bradford 1666 his half peny. 

8. Obverse: John Preston of—Arms of Preston 
family: two bars, on a canton a cinque-
foil. 

Reverse: Bradford 1666—his half peny. 

9. Obverse: Thomas Walker—his halfe penny. 
Reverse: In Bradford. !Mercer—T.W.B. 

Of these nine tokens three are dated 1666, and one 
is dated 1667, the remaining five being undated. One 
token was issued by a carrier, three by mercers, and 
one by an innkeeper. Two are heraldic, with no 
indication of the issuers' occupations. The remaining 
two specimens give no indication of the trades in which 
their issuers were engaged. 

The present article is written with the intention of 
describing not so much the tokens issued by Bradford 
tradesmen in the seventeenth century, but of placing 
on record some particulars of their lives, which have 
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come to light during enquiry into their respective bio-
graphies. Although the subject presents a limited field 
of investigation it opens out certain channels of local 
historical research which have not so far been explored 
by local antiquaries. 

WILLIAM BANCKS 

The first mentioned in the list of tokens is one that 
was issued by William Bancks, of Bradford. It is a 
halfpenny without date, but from its resemblance in 
pattern to the dated specimens it was probably issued 
about the same period. From the inscription it appears 
that William Bancks was engaged in the trade of a 
carrier of goods between the towns of Bradford and 
Kendal, in Westmorland. On his halfpenny he has 
adopted the arms of Kendal, Bradford at this time 
possessing no civic arms. These arms are described 
thus : quarterly, first and fourth, three spindles, second 
and third, three wool-hooks, the bearings being indica-
tive of the staple trade of that town. In the seventeenth 
century Kendal was a well-known centre of the wool 
and cloth trades, being a more important place than 
Bradford for those particular branches of industry; but 
it is possible that there existed a close business relation-
ship between the two towns. The traffic to and from 
both places consisted largely of raw wool and manu-
factured goods. Kendal had a great reputation for its 
dyed goods and cloths: 
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"Where Kendal town cloth stand 
For making of our cloth scarce matched in all the 

land."—Drayton. 

The carrier of this period was considered a man of 
some importance and highly respected by his fellow-
townsmen. He was a man of honest principles, being 
frequently entrusted with considerable sums of money 
and other valuables for transport from one town to 
another; in fact, his very livelihood depended on public 
confidence in him. Bancks would be a man of good 
reputation both in Kendal and Bradford, and his tokens 
were, no doubt, current in both these towns, and in the 
towns and villages located along his route. 

The main road for traffic from London and the 
south, going in a north-westerly direction, came up 
through Wakefield, and at Bradford passed over the 
old lye Bridge, up the steep ascent of Ivegate, through 
the old market place at the top of this thoroughfare, 
and passed throùgh Westgate, where it is indicated on 
an ancient map as the King's highway. Over Whetley 
Hill, it continued across Heaton Moor and Cottingley 
Moor, being known at the latter place as the Kendal 
Way, then onwards over wild moors and mountainous 
country to Skipton and Kendal. Along this road passed 
the varied traffic of the day: pedestrians, horsemen, 
soldiers on the march, and vehicles carrying passengers 
and goods. 

It is not possible to say whether or not Bancks was 
a native of Bradford, but as the surname was not an 
uncommon one in the district at that time it is not in-
probable that he sprang from a local family. 

William Bancks, the Kendal carrier, doubtless com-
menced his journey from the yard of the old "Swan 
Inn," which stood in the Market Place, setting out on 
his weekly journey with his team of horses and his 
great lumbering waggon to the remote market town of 
Kendal. In imagination we hear the sound of his 
heavily laden waggon on its return journey as it comes 
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down Westgate, the crack of his whip lash as it falls 
on the backs of his sweating and tired horses, and the 
cries of the children as they cease their play and follow 
him through the old street to his destination in the inn 
yard. We can imagine, too, the groups of townsmen 
foregathered as the horses and waggon come to a stand-
still, eager for news, good or bad, brought by this 
harbinger from the great country lying outside the 
narrow confines of the town; the townsmen making 
anxious enquiries for packages as they are unloaded 
on the cobble setts; and the letters encased in a bag 
for the care of the innkeeper, to be called for by their 
respective addressees. More private and valuable docu-
ments come from the worn leather wallets which have 
reposed in the capacious pockets of his great coat. Six 
days has he been absent on his journey, three each way, 
a weekly journey through snowdrift or rainstorm, 
fighting the biting winds of the Pennines, or dozing 
in the warm summer air as his horses measure, step 
by step, the weary miles. 

Truly, William Bancks must have been a romantic 
figure in the life of the town. Whose company was 
sought more than his, when, his labours were over, and 
seated with his tankard of ale in the inglenook of a 
Bradford inn, he would recount strange happenings on 
the road to his eager-faced listeners? So with this 
imaginary picture we will allow him to fade into 
the phantasmagoria of human life, which ever grows 
larger with the passing of the centuries, and reverently 
lay aside his halfpenny token. 

JOHN COOKE 

The second of the tokens so far identified with 
Bradford is that of John Cooke. On the obverse is the 
inscription "John Cooke, 1666, his half peny," and on 
the reverse " of Bradford, J.C.M.," these initials being, 
no doubt, those of himself and his wife. I have not 
been able to discover anything relating to him; there 
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is no indication as to the trade he followed, but I think 
it is highly probable that he may be identified as the 
John Cooke of the next token. 

J OSUAH FARRAND 

The third token is an undated halfpenny. It bears 
the names of John Cooke and Josuah Farrand. On 
the obverse is a lion rampant, and on the reverse the 
arms of Bradford, i.c., three bugle horns stringed. It 
is difficult to identify this particular John Cooke 
amongst the numerous persons of that name who were 
dwelling in Bradford at that time, but he might well 
be the same person who, in 1666, issued the last-
mentioned token. Cooke either entered into partner-
ship with Farrand at a subsequent date, or 
the token was issued in their joint names, each 
undertaking to accept a proportion of such obligations 
as were involved in the issue. The lion rampant which 
appears on the token was the crest of the Cooke family, 
of Wheatley, but there is no reason to suppose that he 
was connected with that family. The three bugle horns 
are heraldic devices found on the shield of arms of the 
Bradford family, of Heath, near Wakefield, who are 
supposed to have originated in Bradford and whose 
arms were adopted in the nineteenth century as an 
heraldic device for the city. 

Of Josuah Ferrand we possess a little more informa-
tion. He was the youngest son of Edmund Ferrand, 
of Bingley, and a relative of Robert Ferrand, of Harden 
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Grange. He was baptised at Bingley on the 11th 
October, 1642. Coming to Bradford at an early age he 
learnt the trade of mercer, probably with Thomas 
Walker, who also issued a token and whose daughter, 
Mary, young Ferrand married on the 28th July, 1667, 
at the age of twenty-four, she being twenty-two years 
old. By his wife he had two Sons, Thomas, baptized 
in 1668, and Richard, baptized in 1671, but the latter 
died a year later. Josuah, the father, died in January, 
1672, in the thirtieth year of his age. 

In his will, which he made a fortnight before his 
death, he described himself as a mercer. He named 
his two sons, his wife, Mary, and mentioned property 
at Bingley; and he appointed Benjamin Ferrand, of the 
Grange, Bingley, gentleman, and Thomas Walker, of 
Bradford, his father-in-law, guardians of his children. 

Josuah Ferrand seems to have been much affected by 
the teachings of Oliver Heywood, the puritan Vicar of 
Coley, although he does not appear to have been a mem-
ber of his congregation. Heywood says in his Event 
Book, under date Jan. 28, 1671-2: "I preach't at 
Michael Gärgreaves a funeral sermon for Josh. 
Farrand shop-keeper at Bradford, buried there Jan. 
13—to whom God hath done good by my ministry tho' 
altogether unknown to me he had received good by a 
sermon I preach't on that text Job 22-21, and left with 
his wife that I should preach on it again at Little 
Horton." 
Josuah Ferrand's widow married, in 1673, as her 

second husband, Jonas Holdsworth, a mercer of Brad-
ford, the only son of Josias Holdsworth, of North 
Bierley. The seeds of nonconformity which Heywood 
had sown in this family appear to have been carefully 
tended by Ferrand's widow. She brought up her son, 
Thomas, as a useful disciple of the puritan Vicar, and 
in 1695 he obtained a licence at the Wakefield Sessions 
for religious worship in his house at Bradford. On 
the 25th August, 1690, Thomas married Judith Scar-
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borough, of Bradford, at Heywood's Meeting House 
in Northowram, and it would seem that by this 
time he was a recognised member of Heywood's 
congregation. 

JAMES DURHA1 

The fourth token, that issued by James Durham. 
has already been described, and it only remains to say 
that the origin of the issuer is very obscure. No 
indication of the trade he followed is to be obtained 
from the token, and it seems probable that he was not 
a native of Bradford, and that after a brief sojourn 
here departed to take up his abode elsewhere. 

WILLIAM HOPKINSON 

The next token in the series is a penny that was 
issued by William Hopkinson "at ye Swan in Brad-
ford." It bears a shield of arms—three skulls and cross-
bones, two and one—and the initial letters W.H.B., the 
letter B representing his wife's christian name. The 
gruesome device leads one to suppose that it was in.-
tended as a memento mort rather than as a representa-
tion of the coat of arms of a family. The token is 
undated, but as we shall learn presently that Hopkinson 
was tenant of the "Swan Inn" during the year 1666, 
which is the date of other Bradford tokens, it seems 
probable that it was issued in that year or thereabouts. 
This token possesses unusual interest, as it provides 
ample scope for historical research. 
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The " Swan Inn" is frequently mentioned in seven-
teenth century records, the earliest mention being in the 
Manor Court rolls of the year 1601, wherein it is 
described as a messuage called "the Swanne," with 
buildings, barns, stables, garden and croft, in the 
occupation of Thomas Bower. From these early 
references we may suppose that it was one of Brad-
ford's most ancient and important hostelries, occupying 
a place near the centre of the business life of the town. 
Strange to say this old inn seems to have declined in 
importance towards the end of the seventeenth century. 
and to have passed quietly out of existence some years 
later without leaving a record of its site or of its 
demolition. The place it occupied has never been 
satisfactorily located, although many opinions based on 
existing evidence have been brought forward. The 
one that is most acceptable, and which is probably 
correct, is that it stood in Westgate, fronting the 01(1 
Market Place, then situate in the lower part of West-
gate, near where Ivegate and Kirkgate branch off. 
Harry Speight thought that this inn was the "Black 
Swan Inn," which he Linderstood existed at the Sils-
bridge Lane end, in Westgate, but he quoted no 
authority which led him to that conclusion. 

"The Swan" was continuously in the ownership of 
members of the Bower family from 1601 to 1655, 
according to the evidence of the Court rolls and other 
documents. But there is reason to believe that it was 
in the possession of this family at a much earlier date, 
and if it stood in the Market Place it was at the top 
of Ivegate. I have formed this opinion as to its situa-
tion from the information contained in the will of 
Edward Bower, of Bradford, yeoman, which is dated 
19th December, 1599, wherein he bequeaths property 
in Ivegate to his sons. It was from this Edward that 
the later owners were descended, and I imagine that 
the property bequeathed included "The Swan," which 
place was in the occupation of his son, Thomas, shortly 
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afterwards. This Elizabethan inn must not be confused 
with the one known as the "White Swan," of much 
later date, which stood on the site of the present Swan 
Arcade, a building which perpetuates the name of this 
hostelry. 

At this time " The Swan" was the hostelry fre-
quented by the better class of traveller. Harry Parker, 
son of Edward, Lord Morley, mentioned the inn in a 
letter to his brother-in-law, Christopher Danby, which 
he wrote from York in 1607. Apart from this refer-
ence the letter is of interest as illustrating the style of 
writing at that time. 

"Jesus 1607. 
Good sweate brother 1 do ernestlie (lesier you 
to meate me at Bradfourthe at the Sine off the 
Swane on Tusdaye next at wch tymme by god his 
favoure I meane to be thare, for 1 would gladlie 
se yow & no more at this tymme, but god blesse 
us all, forgett me not to your wourthie good 
mother & to you cousen 'Mr Christofer Danby. 
Thus hopinge off your compane on Tusdaye at 
nighte wch yf It weare not to yow farr in 
this reaelme shoulde maike staie in this Tyme 
& sesone. I reste your fathfull lovinge & 

affectionate Brother 
Harry Parker. 

this second of Januarye 1607 
Priorye my pore house for the Tymme 

[Addressed] To the Right worthye my singular 
good brother Christofer Danbye, Esquier." 

Thomas Bower was the genial host of the inn when 
Parker and Danby arrived, and no doubt the two 
regaled themselves on the good things the house could 
provide. Bower, in addition to being host of the inn, 
had other occupations, which are described in con-
temporary documents as tanner, mercer and hair-beard 
(barber). Thomas and his wife, we are told, died 
during the "late wars," when Simeon, his younger 
brother, took administration of his goods and entered 
into possession by virtue of some trusteeship for 
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Thomas's children. Simeon lived at "The Swan" until 
his death in May, 1655. During the time he occupied 
the premises he was engaged in the practice of law, in 
addition to fulfilling the duties of host. His brother, 
Thomas, had left three children: Edward, son and 
heir, and two daughters, Sarah, who afterwards became 
the wife of Thomas Scarbrough, of Windhill, and 
Prudence, who married John Gregson, of Manningham, 
a lawyer who was notorious for his sharp practices and 
underhand dealings. After the death of Edward 
Bower, the property passed to his sisters, Sarah and 
Prudence, as co-heiresses. Shortly after the daughters 
became possessed of the property they sold it to William 
Swaine, of Bradford, from whom it descended to 
Abraham Swaine, his son, although neither of the 
Swaines appear to have resided there. 

Some light is thrown upon the inn's history, owners 
and occupiers from an entry in the West Riding 
Sessions rolls of 1678, which reads: "John Preston of 
Bradford, grocer, was called before the magistrates for 
unlawfully entering into the house called the Sign of 
the Swann belonging to Abraham Swayne, gent., and 
removing an airloom." This formal record seems to 
conceal a wealth of romance, and upon reading it one 
has his curiosity aroused as to the nature of the object 
referred to as an " airloom," which Preston had the 
temerity to remove by unlawful entry; but the record-
ing clerk, being of a prosaic turn of mind, fails in 
description, and his brevity leaves one's curiosity 
unsatisfied. A chance discovery that the circumstances 
involved in this indictment found their way into the 
Court of Chancery in 1681 opened up a further field 
of inquiry, and the perusal of the files there upon the 
case, which are by no means complete, has been the 
means of supplying the substance of this sketch, and 
enabling us to discover the "heirloom" in question. 
From this source it has also been possible to obtain 
much information about some of those Bradford trades-
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men whom we have already mentioned as having issued 
tokens. 

It would appear that after Simeon Bower's death 
at the Swanne," the premises were let to one William 

Hopkinson, who purchased from Simeon's widow, 
Susannah, certain goods remaining in the house, there 
being a cupboard, a long table and a chest. We learn 
that the cupboard was the heirloom referred to, and 
about the ownership of which a dispute later arose. 
From 1655 till 1676 William Hopkinson appears to 
have been tenant of "The Swan," and it was during 
this period that he issued the token already described. 

The next person to become tenant was Thomas 
Greenbancke, a young man of twenty-three years of 
age, who, upon entering the premises in 1676, pur-
chased from the outgoing tenant, Hopkinson, several 
pieces of furniture, including the cupboard, which was 
standing in the hail of the inn, and a long table. 
Greenbancke, who was young and inexperienced in the 
management of a house of this kind, proved a most 
unsatisfactory tenant, and after remaining there for 
about a year terminated his tenancy. He got into 
arrears with his rent, and Abraham Swaine, to recover 
the sum due, employed Thomas Gill, of Bradford, an 
attorney, to sue out a writ against him, and had him 
arrested; but as Tempest Pollard, of Bradford, stood 
bondsman to Swaine for the payment of the debt, 
Greenbancke was released from custody, and later paid 
the amount owing to Swaine, a matter of 18/i. or 20/i. 
Swaine, upon the discharge of this debt, gave him 
liberty to take his goods away from the inn until he 
should put another tenant into the house. Amongst 
these were the long table and the cupboard already 
mentioned, and finding a customer in John Preston he 
disposed of the table, the cupboard and a chest then 
being on the premises for 20s., regretting that the 
amount was but half the sum he had paid Hopkinson 
for them. After John Preston had purchased the 
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furniture it appears that Swaine claimed the cupboard 
on the ground that it was an heirloom, and would not 
allow Preston to take it away. A youth whom Swaine 
had in his employ, one David Hamond, alias Wrather, 
defended his master's claim in rather a high-handed 
fashion. 

When Preston was about to remove his purchases 
it happened that Hamond and a workman were to-
gether at Preston's house when he offered to give them 
half -a-dozenof "Alle" if they would go to "The 
Swan" and bring away his cupboard. Hamond, feign-
ing agreement with the proposal, went out of the house 
apparently with that intention, but instead of doing so 
conveyed the news to his master. As Hamond did 
not return, Preston himself with the workman went to 
"The Swan" intending to take the cupboard away, but 
there they were met by Hamond. The latter followed 
Preston out of "The Swan" and threw great stones at 
him, and coming to his house he took Preston's child 
by the neck and threw her down on the stones of the 
yard, and forced Preston to shut his shop door to save 
his children and goods from the stones. In the yard 
they fought, and, said a witness of this conflict, if 
Hamond was beaten it happened by his provoking of 
Preston. 

This quarrelsome youth appears to have been the 
"bad egg" of the town, and of little credit or repute 
amongst his neighbours, some of whom declared that 
"he is a naughty lad and runs up and down the town, 
and when he gets a penny drinks it." Even his Aunt 
Ann, the wife of Thomas Briggs, of Bradford, tailor, 
who was aged sixty years, had not a good word for 
her ne'er-do-well. nephew. She said "he is a very ill-
conditioned man, and that for a cup of ale he will say 
anything, even against his own father or best friend," 
and "he is a true man for matters of theft." She 
declared that she had seen him, on the same day when 
Preston should have removed the cupboard, stone the 
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latter's children in his own yard without any provoca-
tion, and that on one occasion he came to her husband 
and desired him to take away the cupboard, as his 
master had given consent that it should be removed for 
Preston's use, for it was Preston's property. 

The town constable, John Halliday, cordwainer, had 
little to say to Harnond's credit, stating that he was 
accounted an idle fellow in the town where he lived; 
sometimes he worked, sometimes drank, and sometimes 
ran a-hunting, being a poor lad; but he never knew 
him detected for falsehood or theft, except for stealing 
a dog. 

It is difficult to discover from the depositions of 
witnesses whether or not Preston succeeded in remov-
ing the cupboard, or heirloom, from "The Swan," as 
the deponents are rather conflicting in their evidence, 
but it appears that Preston was indicted by Abraham 
Swaine at the Sessions held at Wakefield about October, 
1677, for unlawfully entering "The Swan," and that 
Halliday, the constable, received a warrant against 
Preston, and took his word for his appearance before 
the justices. He did not put in an appearance, so 
Walter Calverley, Justice of the Peace, sent a new 
warrant, and about three weeks afterwards Preston was 
arrested, when he entered into recognizance to appear 
at Pontefract the next Sessions, which was in 1678. 

John Gregson, lawyer, already mentioned, said that 
Preston was indicted about the time in the interroga-
tory mentioned, and that he had had the papers then 
shown to him purporting to be a copy of the indictment 
and acquittal of Preston from Mr. Lunde, Deputy 
Clerk of the Peace of the West Riding. Swaine, by 
the advice of Hamond, maliciously prosecuted the in-
dictment, as the cupboard in question was never 
removed out of the house. Mr. Thomas Rookeby, 
councillor at law, gave his opinion that Preston had 
good cause for action for malicious prosecution. 
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Preston afterwards brought a cause for trial, at the 
Lent Assizes in 1679, against Swaine for malicious 
Drosecutlon of the indictment at the Sessions in 1677. 
David Hamond was one of the witnesses on behalf of 
Swaine who, it was discovered, had bribed him to 
swear against Preston, both at the Sessions and the 
Assizes. Hamond, becoming loquacious upon his 
return from the Assizes, let it be known that Swaine 
had settled upon him for this service 48s. a year for life. 
This report coming to the sharp ears of the lawyer, 
Gregson, he questioned Hamond at the house where 
Mary Bland lately dwelt, who admitted that Swaine 
had promised him 20s. a year. Preston had to subpoena 
several witnesses who went to the Assizes to prove his 
action, and expended about 201i. on the matter. At 
the Assizes the litigants agreed to refer all their differ-
ences to arbitration, and hound themselves in 401i. each, 
by bond each to the other, to abide by the award of 
Jonathan Webster and Thomas Ledgiard, of Bradford, 
if they made their award before the 1st May next. 
They did not meet to make the award because Ledgiard 
had gone away, Webster stating that Ledgiard would 
not meet him because he owed Swaine a great sum of 
money. 

The settlement of their differences by arbitration 
having failed, Preston appears to have asked David 
Parkinson, a mercer in Bradford, to act as umpire and 
so put an end to the dispute. Parkinson agreed to act 
in this capacity, and a note was sent to Swaine's house 
by a messenger, called John Mann, acquainting him of 
this arrangement and asking him to meet those con-
cerned at "The Swan." Swaine's wife received the 
letter and took it to her husband who, still nursing his 
grievance, discourteously answered that he scorned to 
meet either of them. 

In no way discouraged by this rebuff, Parkinson 
went to the inn as arranged, inspected the cupboard. 
and waited three or four hours, expecting the arrival 
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of Swaine, but he failed to put in an appearance. 
Preston on this occasion presented a bill amounting to 
25/i., which represented his expenses both at the 
Sessions and the Assizes, and Parkinson, after examin-
ing several persons who were present, awarded Preston 
201i., and ordered that each should sign a general release 
to the other of all claims. 

In the absence of filler information bearing upon 
this interesting case it is difficult to understand 
Swaine's object in taking it to the Court of Chancery. 
He must have been of a litigious turn of mind, but there 
is a suspicion that he made the excuse for not accepting 
the terms of settlement by an imputation that Parkinson 
had accepted a bribe from Preston. The evidence that 
was given on Swaine's behalf is not to be found in the 
Chancery files, but the depositions of witnesses taken 
on Preston's behalf indicate that Swaine had acted 
throughout in a wrongful manner, and bear testimony 
to Parkinson's upright character and to the high esteem 
in which he was held by many of his fellow-townsmen. 
Those who were examined on the question of his 
character said :-

David Parkinson has the reputation of a very honest 
man amongst his neighbours." 

"He never took any bribes to do an unjust act." 
"Parkinson is a very honest man in his dealings and he 
would take no bribes." 

"He is a mercer in Bradford and hath been for 20 years; 
he is an honest man and hath a greater trade than 
any of his neighbours." 

It is not often that one finds so many tributes paid 
to the personal character of a man by his fellow-
townsmen in those times. It was he who issued his 
halfpenny token in 1666, which will be mentioned 
shortly. 

We learn that the unfortunate Thomas Green-
hancke, after leaving "The Swan," went to live at 
Horsforth where he followed the occupation of yeoman. 
The "Swan Inn" did not long remain without a 
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tenant, for we find shortly after Greenbancke left it 
that Richard Murgatroyd, brother-in-law to Hopkinson, 
took upon himself the duties of host. No doubt in the 
snug, warm parlour of the inn the doings of Preston 
and Swaine were the topic of conversation for many 
a day afterwards. 

It is a coincidence that three of the actors in this 
local drama were responsible for the issue of tokens, 
namely, Hopkinson, Parkinson and Preston. 

The question as to who was the rightful owner of 
this cupboard, valued with two other pieces at 20s., 
can hardly have been the sole cause of such costly 
litigation, which must have meant 251i. or more to each 
party. Any disagreement as to ownership might have 
been settled in a friendly manner had both parties been 
agreeable, but evidently both Swaine and Preston were 
men of an obstinate character, and neither was willing 
to make overtures to the other for a friendly settlement 
of their differences. 

William Hopkinson died and was buried in the 
churchyard of Bradford on the 21st July, 1678. By 
his will, which is dated the 18th of that month, he gave 
to Beatrice, his daughter, and her heirs, all his messu-
ages, buildings and lands which he had in fee simple. 
If she died without issue then he gave the same to 
William Murgatroyd, Richard Murgatroyd and 
Beatrice Murgatroyd, children of Richard Murgatroyd, 
of Bradford, his brother-in-law. To his two sisters, 
Martha, wife of the said Richard Murgatroyd, and 
Martha, wife of John Lacocke, he gave 5U. each, and 
to every one of his own and his wife's brothers and 
sisters 5s. each. He bequeathed to a free-mason of 
Bradford, who should erect a monument upon his grave 
in the Bradford Churchyard, 12d. a year for ever for 
repairing the same, which sum was to be paid on the 
last day of April by his executrix during his daughter's 
minority, and by Beatrice, his daughter, during her 



BRADFORD TRADESMEN'S TOKENS 339 

natural life, and after her decease by such person or 
persons whom she should appoint by her last will. To 
the three children of John Lacocke, his brother-in-law, 
he gave 40s. each He appointed Beatrix, his wife, 
executrix, and Richard Richardson, of Newhall, in 
Boiling, gentleman, and John Richardson, of Bradford, 
tutors of his daughter, Beatrice, during her minority. 
The witnesses were John Hail, Richard Murgatroyd, 
Katrin Kitson and John Sugden. 

Of Hopkinson's ancestry we know very little, but I 
think he was connected with a well-known family of 
that name long resident in Birstall parish. That he 
owned lands in that parish is indicated by a deed, dated 
8th March, 1678, whereby William Hopkinson, of 
Bradford, innkeeper, agreed to release to John 
Fearnley, of Great Gomersal, clothier, three closes of 
land in Great Gomërsal, containing about twenty days' 
ploughing, which were late the inheritance of Thomas 
Kitson. 

Judging by the gruesome devices on his token, and 
the provision he made in his will for the upkeep of the 
monument on his grave in the churchyard of Bradford, 
for all time apparently, Hopkinson must have been of 
a gloomy or morbid turn of mind, frequently antici-
pating with no ease of conscience his final dissolution. 

The antiquary delving amongst the records of the 
past, may yet unearth further chapters in the history 
of the " Swan Inn," now lost to the town. He may stir 
our imagination with incidents in the lives of townsmen 
long since departed, and with his facile pen and 
imaginative power re-create their characters. Perhaps 
he may tell us how long the memory of Hopkinson was 
kept alive by the yearly tending of his grave, and when 
the shilling a year, which he left for this object, was 
diverted into other channels, leaving him to be for-
gotten and his place of burial to lie untended in 
the shadows of the walls of our Cathedral Church. 
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THOMAS IBBOTSON 

An undated half -penny token was issued by Thomas 
Ibbotson. On the obverse it bears the legend: 
"Thomas Ibbotson—his half  penny," and on the 
reverse: "Mercer in Bradford," with the initials 
"T.I." It would seem that the mercers of Bradford 
at that time were an important class of shopkeeper, 
the nature of their business being transacted for small, 
if not large, amounts, in which their tokens would be 
of service to them. Thomas Ibbotson does not appear 
to have taken an active part in the affairs of the town, 
and there are few references to him in contemporary 
records. He was buried at Bradford on the 13th 
January, 1679. He says in his will, which is dated 
19th December, 1669 :-

"I give all that messuage or tenement with all the 
buildings, closes and lands belonging, situate at Breck 
lame, in Manningham, in the occupation of Thomas 
Goldsbrough, and one close there in the occupation of 
Thomas Wood, unto Anne Ibbotson, my daughter, and 
the heirs of her body, and for default of such issue 
unto Ann, my sister, wife of Thomas Stainier. My 
wife's dower out of the said tenements and lands 
excepted. Mary, my wife, to have a third part of my 
goods as the law in that case allows her and no more, 
save that I give to her so much of her portion as her 
father promised and hath not paid me. I give to my 
cousin, Thomas King, 5s., and to my good friends 
Thomas Ledgerd and James Denham, of Bradford, lOs. 
each. All the remainder of my goods, chattells, wares, 
merchandizes, credits and rights to Anne Ibbotson, my 
daughter. Tuition of Anne, my daughter, to Mary, her 
mother, so long as she keep sole and unmarried. I 
appoint Mary, my wife, executrix. Witnessed by 
Thomas Ledgerd, James Denham, John Sagar." 

DAVID PARKINSON 

We come now to the halfpenny token issued by 
David Parkinson, a mercer, in the year 1666. It bears 
the arms of the Mercers' Company, with which he was 
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no doubt associated. It seems probable that he was 
one of the younger sons of John Parkinson, of Brad-
ford, a wealthy yeoman, who died in 1635. 

We have already seen, in the account of the " Swan 
Inn," the part he took in the dispute between Abraham 
Swaine and John Preston. He seems to have been 
a very honourable man and respected by his fellow-
townsmen. For some time he was considered the 
principal mercer in the town, and it is thought that his 
shop stood in Westgate. He owned considerable 
property in the town, acquired either by inheritance 
or by his own industry. One of the properties which 
he and his hi-other, Robert, owned was a messuage and 
a close of land called the Yew Tree, which stood near 
the "Kirk Brigg-." William Scruton said that David 
Parkinson was a Quaker, but I have found no evidence 
to support this statement, and I think it is very doubtful 
that he became a member of the Society of Friends, for 
he was married at the Parish Church, where his 
children were baptised and he himself buried. 
Although he must have had much to occupy his attention 
in the work of his shop he found time to devote 
to public affairs. He certified the churchwardens' 
accounts on several occasions between the years 1668 
and 1677, and in the churchwardens' accounts for 
1673 appears the entry: "Paid David Parkinson for 
a peece of searge mending and silk and a taylor for 
sewing a rod in it to lay on the pulpitt is." In 
the year 1692 he held the office of Churchwarden. 
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JOHN PRESTON 

The next token in our Bradford series may be 
described thus - 

Obverse: John Preston of Arms of Preston 
family: two bars on a canton a cinquefoil. 

Reverse: Bradford. 1666. His half peny. 

John Preston was one of the litigants who figured 
in the dispute arising out of the alleged unlawful 
removal of an "airloom" from the " Swan Inn." The 
shield of arms shewn upon the obverse of his token 
is that of a very old family of this name, who were 
settled at that time at Preston Patrick in Westmorland. 
The claim of John Preston to the use of these arms 
is unknown, and research has, unfortunately, afforded 
no clue. It may have been quite an irregular adoption, 
the laxity in the supervision of armorial bearings by 
the authorities at this (late allowing him to adopt the 
arms of a family of the same name. Again, he may 
have had a remote connection with this Westmorland 
family. 

John Preston carried on the business of a grocer, 
and it was in connection with this business that the 
token was issued. It would appear that the trade 
of a grocer at this time included that of a wine mer-
chant, as the Bradford churchwardens' accounts 
record sums of money paid to him for wine supplied. 
He died in 1694. There is an inventory of his goods 
and chattels, taken at his death, and judging by the 
number of his possessions he must at that time have 
been accounted a wealthy man. 
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THOMAS WALKER 

The ninth and last in our series of Bradford tokens 
was unknown to Boyne and Williamson, and con-
sequently is not recorded in their works. It was 
discovered some years ago by Mr Thomas Sheppard, 
Curator of the Hull Museums, who communicated his 
discovery to The Yorkshire Weekly Post. 

Thomas Walker was a descendant of a notable 
family of that name, who were distinguished in many 
different trades in Bradford in the seventeenth century. 
Many of them were mercers and apothecaries. 
Originally the family had lived at the Old Hall at 
Bolton, in the parish of Calverley, and had at one time 
owned the manor. Thomas Walker, who issued the 
token, on which he is described as a mercer, was father 
of Mary, who married Joshua Ferrand, also a mercer, 
whose token we have noticed. His will is dated 
1st February, 1680. He expressed a wish that his body 
be buried near the pulpit in the middle alley in the 
Parish Church of Bradford. He distributed his estate 
amongst his children and mentioned his grandchild, 
Thomas Ferrand. He left to his trusty and well-
beloved friends, Mr John Smithies, of York, and John 
Richardson, of Bradford, 20s. each to buy rings to 
wear in remembrance of him. 

It seems probable that the business of Thomas 
Walker was continued by his descendants, or by some 
member of his family, until the year 1746. In that 

11 
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year I find a Thomas Walker who appears to have 
been in a considerable way of business as a mercer. 
There is a very long inventory of his household goods 
in the Spencer-Stanhope MSS. at the Cartwright 
Memorial Hall, Bradford, to which is attached a 
schedule giving the names of 365 debtors in Bradford 
and district, and also a lengthy one of his creditors. 
Accompanying is an inventory of the goods in his shop, 
which reveals the character of the stock-in-trade of a 
mercer of that date, and the values of the articles for 
sale, but limitation of space prohibits the inclusion of 
these rare and voluminous documents in this article. 



QUAKER SKETCHES 

BY H. R. HODGSON 

NIDDERDALE 

T
HE early Quaker preachers who visited Pateley 

Bridge about the middle of the seventeenth 
century found there much opposition and were 

refused a hearing. In the middle dale, however, they 
were well received and were given hospitality by lead-
ing families. Groups of worshippers met in various 
homes, being regarded by the authorities as conspir-
ators against the State. Many were imprisoned; it 
was a simple matter to secure a conviction. Rewards 
were given to informers of gatherings being held, and 
when the courts demanded that the victims should take 
the oath the refusal meant prison. There were many 
"Informers" who found the money easily earned, and 
persecutors were sure of successful prosecutions by 
reason of the well-known refusal to take the oath— 
"Swear not at all," "Let your 'yea' be 'yea,'" were 
commands not to be broken. 

One of the early needs of the Quaker communities 
was a place of burial, and many of these are found all 
over the country in unexpected places. Burial in 
churchyards was refused these despised people, but had 
it not been so they were too independent to accept any 
favours from their persecutors. Hence we find at 
Dacre a burial place with the date 1682 over the gate. 
A Meeting House was built here in 1696, and as this 
had fallen into a ruinous state the stone of the old 
building was sold to Sir William Ingilby about 1850. 
At Adel Friends' Meeting House, Leeds, is an old 
sundial "moved from Daker by permission, 1886." 
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Near Dacre is a small enclosure known as Hartwith, 
and shewn on the Ordnance Survey map as "The 
Fort." This was another burial place, the origin of 
which cannot be traced. The surrounding lands belong 
to Dowgill Hall, which is well-known on account of its 
historical interest. The Hall does not appear to have 
had any connection with members of the Society of 
Friends, but it is possible that two of its members, John 
and Joseph Dougill, yeomen, were descendants of the 
Dowgills of Dowgill Hall, notwithstanding a slight 
difference in surnames. The former was buried at 
Dacre in 1802, where his wife and a daughter had 
previously been interred. 

At Darley is a Meeting House built about 1805 
and only now used occasionally. It would be more 
accessible than the one at Dacre. These three places 
are almost in sight of each other. 

Near to Darley are three houses of the Hardcastles, 
bearing dates 1688, 1703 and 1736 respectively, with 
initials, and known as Hardcastle Garth. A burial 
ground is nearby, dating from 1658. The Hardcastles 
held granges in the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries under the monks of Fountains Abbey. In 
1672 sixteen families of that name were located in ten 
different places in Nidderdale, some of whom had joined 
the Friends following visits of Quaker preachers. 

At Scotton, the birthplace of Guy Fawkes, is a 
burial ground dating from 1659. Here Bossall 
Middleton, a tanner of Boroughbridge, and a prominent 
man of his day, was laid to rest. He suffered perse-
cution for his faith as did his son, who was eleven years 
in prison. 

At Knaresborough, in Gracious Street, was a 
Meeting House, now used as a dwelling-house. Here 
lived John Fothergill, a Quaker preacher for fifty years, 
and father of the famous Doctor John Fothergill. He, 

j 
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too, was buried at Scotton, in the year 1744. In 1780, 
only five months before his death, Dr. Fothergill, along 
with his only sister, visited his father's grave at 
Scotton, "to pay," as he described the visit, "the 
grateful tribute of a tear at the side of an honoured 
parent's grave; to see that his sepulchre was not laid 
waste to the beasts of the field but secured from the 
ravages of neglect was to us a pleasing duty. Firmly 
persuaded that we had not the least cause to mourn on 
his account, and nothing left more becoming us, than 
to call to mind his precepts and his example, we left 
the solitary spot with hearts full of reverent thank-
fulness that such was our father, and that we were so 
far favoured as to be able to remember him with 
gratitude and affection." 

Many members of the Society of Friends were 
buried in their own land. 

At Killinghall, not far from Knaresborough, lived 
Captain John Levens during the later part of his life. 
He had quitted the Army and joined the Society of 
Friends, and retired to Levens Hall, where he died in 
1668. He and his two sons were buried in an orchard 
there. He was imprisoned in York Castle for refusing 
to take the oath. In Speight's Nidderdale is mentioned 
a large stone in Stackgarth on the south side of the 
house. 

At Beckwithshaw lived an early follower of George 
Fox (the founder of Quakerism) named William 
Readshaw, whose house was registered for worship in 
1689 under the TolerationsAct. His son, William, was 
buried "in his own ground" at Beckwithshaw in 1698. 
A son of the latter had been interred "besides orchard 
at Beckwithshaw" in 1689. 

These little enclosures are reminders of men and 
women of sterling worth, pioneers of religious freedom 
and tolerance. 



THE MANOR OF CLAYTON 

BY WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, M.A. 

INTRODUCTION 

UNTIL a few years ago it was impossible to 
write a history of the manor of Clayton, in 
Bradford-dale, because of the inaccessibility of 

many vital documents contained in three collections of 
family muniments. The collections are those known 
as the Ferrand, the Horton and the Jowett manuscripts. 
The first two are now the property of the Bradford 
Corporation Libraries, Art Gallery and Museums 
Committee, and the third is in private possession.(') 

John James, in his History of Bradford, gives a 
very brief account of the township of Clayton, and in-
cludes an incomplete and inaccurate descent of the 
manor; and no other local historian has been able to 
add anything to that recorded by James. In this paper 
it is my intention to amplify considerably the meagre 
information given by James, and to rectify certain 
mistakes which he made. 

Like that of many of its neighbours, the history of 
the manor of Clayton for a century or so after the 
Norman Conquest is obscure, and until well into the 
fourteenth century it is complicated. The reason for 
this is that there were three separate estates, or fees, 

(1) I would here express my indebtedness to Mr J. Atkinson Jowctt, 
of Bilton Hall, Knaresborough, for the privilege of examining the 
numerous manuscripts which he possesses. They are of con-
siderable value to the student concerned with the history of the 
old townships of Bradford-dale. 
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as they were called, which were known as the Clayton, 
the Leventhorpe and the Veile, alias Birill, fees. For 
information upon these fees reliance is placed upon a 
manuscript recital of evidence obtained during the reign 
of Elizabeth, when the Queen apparently sought to 
appropriate Clayton to the Crown, presumably on the 
ground that it was parcel of the manor of Bradford 
and, therefore, one of the Duchy of Lancaster 
possessions. 

The Q ueen was seised of the manor of Bradford 
in right of her Duchy of Lancaster, but it was alleged 
by Richard Tempest, of Boiling Hail, esquire, then lord 
of Clayton, that she had intruded into certain lands in 
Clayton. It would appear that a decree was granted 
assuring the title of Tempest to the lands at variance, 
as Robert Tempest, esquire, younger brother of 
Richard, was afterwards seised of the manor in fee 
simple. It was declared and submitted that Clayton 
was a manor and possessed all the notes, marks and 
badges of a manor. Proof of this was produced in 
deeds of sale, court rolls, rentals and other evidences, 
which were recited and available for examination if 
necessary, and by usage, courts, demesne, services, 
wards, marriages, reliefs and improvement of the 
wastes. Many of the deeds were without date, but I 
have been able, by means of contemporary documents 
and other evidence, to assign approximate dates to 
some. The charters are dealt with as they occur in 
the recital of evidence. 

Deeds which (10 not appear to affect the descent of 
the manor have been placed, together with other mis-
cellaneous information, in Appendix I so as to provide 
genealogical data relating, principally, to the ancient 
family of Clayton. The present state of our know-
ledge of this family does not allow of the compilation 
of a pedigree free from probabilities or suppositions; 
therefore, the appendix is provided solely as a con-
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tribution to a pedigree when such can be made with 
certainty. 

Clayton was surveyed by the Domesday Commis-
sioners under the manor of Bolton, to which it belonged 
as a berewick. The name was set down as Claitone. 
At that time the manor of Bolton, with its appendant 
five berewicks, was the property of the Lascy family. 
By process of subinfeudation, that is to say, the 
creation of smaller feudal holdings, it would seem that 
the principal proprietor or proprietors of land in 
Clayton had acquired the rights appurtenant to manors. 
It frequently happened, before the passing of the 
Statute of Quia Emptores in 1290, that some pro-
prietors obtained manorial rights and privileges by 
reason of their tenure of a large acreage in a viii, and 
others by express grant; and it seems that by one or 
the other of these means nearly every manor in the 
ancient parish of Bradford passed froin the Lascy 
family. 

As in the case of the other berewicks, Clayton was 
severed from the manor of Bolton, but at what date 
is unknown; neither is it known when the entire manor, 
if it was entire, was divided into the three fees named. 
These fees contained in all three carucates of land; 
that is, twenty-four bovates, or oxgangs, as, by Kirkby's 
Inquest, eight bovates in Clayton equalled one carucate. 
The Clayton fee consisted of ten bovates, the Veile, or 
Birill, fee, eight bovates, held immediately of the manor 
of Bradford, and the Leventhorpe fee, six bovates. (2) 
It seems, however, that at one time the Leventhorpe 
fee was of eight bovates, or one-third of the manor, (3) 
but by granting away the seigniory or service of two 
bovates of land' this estate became but one-fourth of 
the manor. 

(2) Manuscript Recital of Evidence, temp. Queen Elizabeth: Horton 
MSS., Series E, No. 106. In the Bradford Public Reference 
Library. 

(3) Ibid. 
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THE CLAYTON FEE 

We will consider the evidence relating to the 
Clayton fee; but before doing so it should be stated 
that there was a family which apparently derived its 
name from the place, for members of it are mentioned 
in several undated deeds. Because the earliest dated 
occurrence of a Clayton as a landholder so far found 
is in the Inquisitions of Knights' Fees in Yorkshire 
of 31 Edward I (1302-3), it must not be taken for 
granted that there were not others of this family hold-
ing land in the township before William de Clayton, 
who then held immediately of Bradford and who, 
according to the inquisition, or extent, taken in 1311 
after the death of the Earl of Lincoln, paid lOs. 10d. 
for his lands. For example, in 1246, when the in-
quisition post 'mortem of Robert de Horton was taken, 
there were living Adam, Henry, Hugh and Simon, all 
with the surname 'de Clayton.' 

By these undated charters to prove the Clayton fee, 
which are quoted in very brief form in the recital of 
evidence, it appears that Hugh de Clayton had demesne 
and service there. From a deed we learn that one 
Ackworth granted in exchange half a carucate of land 
and the homage and service of three men in Clayton 
to three daughters of Adam de Clayton, which half a 
carucate was then held of himself by the three men in 
service and by 6s. rent. There is also, in this same 
deed, a release to the daughters of Adam from one 
Baildon of the services and rents of two other oxgangs 
in Clayton held of the said Baildon. 

John, son of Simon de Clayton, granted to Alice, 
daughter of Hugh de Clayton, all his right in the 
homage, services, rents, wards, reliefs, escheats, lands 
and tenements in Clayton and Oxenhope, to hold of 
Henry de Lascy and his heirs. John also granted to 
Robert, son of Henry de Langley, for his homage and 

(4) Surtees Society: Publications, x1ix, 227. 
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service, all the land which belonged to twelve bovates 
in a new assart of Cockan, a hamlet in Clayton, to hold 
of himself by the rent of 12d.: and by another deed the 
same John released this yearly rent to Robert, son of 
Hutred de Langley. This Robert de Langley is men-
tioned in one document as holding and later granting 
(but to whom the evidence does not state) three parcels 
of land of the three fees. 

By another undated deed, which belonged to one 
John Mortimer at the time the aforementioned 
Chancery .suit was entered, it is seen that Richard, son 
of Thomas de Clayton (living circa 1308), granted to 
Thomas Mortimer the several rents of 19d., 5d. and 
12d. in Clayton and certain lands held of Veile's fee, 
as well as his part of the waste of the manor as much 
as belonged to an oxgang and a half. 

Francis de Clayton granted to Adam Kellebrot the 
common of an oxgang of land in the fee of Veile, for 
his homage and service, to be held of himself by the 
rent of id.; the same grantor also conveyed to Kelle-
brot his right in the intacks of Veile's fee. 

Mawde, daughter of Margaret (le Clayton, a free-
holder, granted to William de Clayton, clerk, a toft, 
with the buildings thereon, to hold of the heirs of Luke 
de Clayton by the rent of 3d. This would probably be 
early in the fourteenth century, as William de Clayton, 
clerk, witnessed a grant of a rent charge in Thornton, 
a township adjoining that of Clayton, by William, son 
of Henry de Clayton, to John Scot, of Calverley. This 
grant has assigned to it a date about 1308 ;(5) moreover, 
there was also a grant, dated 1316, from one Clayton, 
lord of Clayton, perhaps William, who was living in 
1311, to one Clayton, clerk. 

Robert, son of Simon de Clayton, granted to Hugh, 
son of Thomas de Horton, two acres of land in Clayton 
to hold of himself by the rent of ld. This deed and 

(5) Calverley Charters, p. 67. Published by the Thoresby Society. 
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that relating to the toft were in the possession of 
Robert Deane, junior, when the evidence was collected.(" 
Simon, son of Adam de Clayton, granted to Hugh, son 
of Richard de Clayton, a messuage and an oxgang of 
land to hold of himself by the rent, of 12d. 

It appears that the free rent to the Earl of Lincoln 
for Clayton was lOs. lO-d., and for Oxenhope 4s., 
which sums were paid by William de Clayton in 1311 
for, be it noted, ten oxgangs and not eight, as stated 
in the recital of evidence. This amount, lOs. 1Od., for 
ten oxgangs appears again in the 1342 extent of the 
manor of Bradford against the name of William de 
Clayton. Hugh de Leventhorpe then (1311) paid 
nothing for his part of Clayton; and Jordan de Birill 
paid merely the pound of cumin due to the Earl of 
Lincoln out of Veile's fee by grant of Humphrey de 
Veile, as appears by his deed to which reference will 
be made. 

To summarise the descent of the Clayton fee. From 
various deeds and records of about 19 Edward IT, and 
according to a book of account made by Robert Leven-
thorpe (temp. Edward IV), it would seem that the fee 
came to one Bollinge, lord of Boiling, but whether by 
descent, grant or marriage is not clear. This Bollinge 
would, in all probability, be John de Boiling as, about 
this time, between 1320 and 1330, he apparently became 
possessed of both the other fees. 

THE VEILE, alias BIRILL, FEE 

We. will turn our attention to the Veile, or Birill, 
fee. Jordan de Birill [Bierley] held ten bovates of 
land in Clayton in 13O2-3. 

(6) 

(7) 

l� 

The apparent distribution of the original charters among the 
Clayton freeholders, of whom Deane and John Mortimer were 
two, may be taken as one of the causes of the failure so far to 
trace them. 
Surtees Society, ante., 227, 
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By deed without date William Leventhorpe granted 
to Adam, son of John de Clayton, two oxgangs of land 
which William held as of Veile's fee. By another deed 
without date Richard, son of Thomas de Clayton, 
granted to Anne, wife of William Fox, the rent of 2s. 
issuing from an oxgang in Clayton held there of 
Richard de Juse, or Yuse, of Veile's fee. 

Robert Walker, heir to Jordan de Birill (living in 
1314),(8) by three deeds dated 15 Edward 11(1321-22), 
granted the homage and services of eleven freeholders 
to Bolling (undoubtedly John de Bollinge, who was 
head of the family at this date), they being of Veile's 
fee. Robert, son of the William Fox just mentioned, 
who was of Bierley, was one of the freeholders whose 
services Walker granted to Boiling. 

William Frankais [?] de Clayton granted to Simon 
de Clayton certain lands held of Robert de Velly in 
nova catura in Cockainge, within the township of 
Clayton. 

At this point it is desirable to say something about 
the origin of the family of Veile (Veilli, Veilly, Velly, 
Veyley and other forms of spelling the name) as 
Clayton is the only local township into which the family, 
presumably a Norman one, projected itself. How and 
when the family became possessed of lands in Clayton 
has not yet been discovered. The earliest record I have 
seen is a final concord in 28 Henry 11(1181-2) between 
Robert de Lascy and Humphrey de Veilly concerning 
two carucates in Clayton. 9 This Humphrey is men-
tioned in a note (10) which states that Roger, son of 
Alfred, held land in Thorner of Henry de Lascy, per-
haps as custodian of the lands of Humphrey, sometime 
between 1160 and 1175 ;(") and again,("). between 1180 

(8) Calverley Charters, p. 100. 
(9) Farrer, W. Early Yorkshire Charters, iii, p. 254. 

(10) Ibid., p. 254. 
(11) Ibid., p. 254. 
(12) Ibid., p. 254. 
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and 1195, Humphrey cccurs as grantor of meadow 
land in Skellow to Hugh, son of Walter, in free mar-
riage with Rohaise, sister of Humphrey. According 
to an annotation by Dr Farrer'3 a Humphrey de Veilly 
held Ackworth, Newton-Wallis and Snydale of Ilbert 
de Lascy at the time of the Conquest. This Humphrey 
gave two thraves of his tithe of Newton-Wallis and 
Snydale at the foundation of the Chapel of St Clement 
at Pontefract. 

After this grant to the Chapel of St Clement there 
is a gap of about eighty years in the: descent of this 
family, the next member to receive notice being the 
Humphrey who, apparently, held the two carucates in 
Clayton. In 1212 this same, or another, Humphrey 
appears: he held common of pasture in Thorner. Either 
the Humphrey mentioned under date 1181-2 or his son 
of the same name had issue by his wife, Agnes, Robert, 
who succeeded his father and held three knights' fees of 
the honor of Pontefract in 1235-6. I find that there 
was a Robert de Veyley mentioned in 36 Henry III 
(1251-2) as one of four knights summoned to choose 
twelve of the more lawful knights for making the 
return of a grand assize of the King, touching a mes-
suage in Pontefract. 

Another Humphrey occurs, together with Lucy, his 
wife, in relation to Thorner and other places in the 
years 1279, 1281 and 1285-6.° I am of the opinion 
that this one, Sir Humphrey, was son and heir of Sir 
Robert, for, according to Kirkby's Inquest, he held 
Thorner of the Earl of Lincoln. (16) Sir Humphrey de 
Veilly held in Thorner and elsewhere in the Leeds 
district two knights' fees (less half a carucate) of the 
Earl of Lincoln by military service. The Inquest also 

(13) Ibid., p. 255. 
(14) Yorkshire Assize Rolls. Yorkshire Archaeological Society: Record 

Series, xliv, 60. 
(15) Baildon, W. Paley. Yorkshire Notes (manuscript). Preserved at 

the Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
(16) Surtees Society, ante., pp. 39, 40. 
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states that Peter of Chester held the manor of Thorner 
of Humphrey de Veilly for life, and that Peter held 
there four bovates of land and the advowson of the 
Church. It appears, too, that Sir Humphrey was lord 
of Owston, of which he enfeoffed, in 1282, William de 
Harnelton, Dean of York, to the use of Robert, son 
and heir of the feoffor, and Dulcia, his wife. Sir 
Humphrey was living in 1295.° Was this the Robert 
de Velly whose fee in Clayton included part or all of 
Cockan, or was the Robert mentioned in the recital of 
evidence he who held three knights' fees in 1235-6? 
It is most difficult, in fact, impossible, to hazard an 
opinion since the Clayton charters are undated and no 
names of witnesses are given in the recital of evidence. 

Richard de Juse, whose father purchased this fe 
of Humphrey de Veile, granted the rents and services 
thereof to Jordan de Nevalle, clerk, to hold of the lord 
by a pound of cumin. Humphrey quit-claimed to 
Henry de Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, this rent of cumin 
and the services due to him of Richard de Juse for that 
seigniory, or part of the manor; that is to say, the 
eight bovates which were purchased of Humphrey.°8 
It will be noticed, therefore, that the Veile patrimony 
in Clayton had fallen from two carucates to one, and 
finally none at all. Humphrey also surrendered the 
advowson of the Church of Thorner and the glebe 
there. Although this deed is without date it must have 
been executed before 1292-3, as in March of that year 
William de Walmesford, priest, was instituted and 
inducted to the Church of Thorner (Thornouer) on the 
presentation of the Earl of Lincoln.(") Confirmation 
of this grant of the advowson of Thorner is to he 
found in the inquisition post mortem of Henry de 
Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, dated March 5, 4 Edward II 

(17) Hunter, J. South Yorkshire, ii, 478. 
(18) Duchy of Lancaster Great Coucher. 
(19) Register of John le Romeyn (Archbishop of York). Surtecs 

Society: Publications, cxxiii, 123, 
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I 

(1311), where it is stated that the Earl held the 
advowson of the Church of Thorner. 20 The wit-
nesses to this deed were Alan de Smeton, Walter de 
Sutton, Richard de Baggehill, Simon Noell, Adam de 
Castelford, Thomas de Thornton, William de Leven-
thorpe and Oliver de Stanesford. The date would 
appear to he in the last quarter of the thirteenth 
century as the first two witnesses are mentioned in a 
Calverley family charter prior to 1288.(21) Leventhorpe 
and Thornton were also witnessing local charters about 
the year 1300; and Stanesford was constable to the 
Earl about the year 1295. That these were men of 
substance and importance in their respective localities 
is apparent to anyone who has worked at West Riding 
records of the medieval period. For example, Thomas 
de Thornton at this date held the manors of Allerton 
and Thornton, both in Bradford-dale, and Elland, in 
the parish of Halifax. (22) Humphrey de Veile had held 
the eight oxgangs in demesne immediately of the Earl 
of Lincoln by the aforementioned cumin rent which, it 
will he observed, had been due to him from Richard 
de Juse, and which was the whole rent service due out 
of the Veile fee. 

By deed dated 1340 Robert Walker, brother and 
heir of Jordan de Birill, granted to John de Boiling 
all the services of Veile's fee in the town of Clayton. 
The survey, or extent, of the manor of Bradford in 
15 Edward III (1341-2) gives the carucate which Birill 
held, formerly Veile's, to Bolling. Walker, by deeds 
dated 15 Edward 11(1321-2) and by two other deeds 
dated 1340, granted all his part of Clayton to John 
de Boiling. 

(20) Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, v, Edward II, no. 279, 
P. 159. 

(21) Calverley Charters, p. 73. 
(22) Watson. History of Halifax. 
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THE LEVENTHORPE FEE 

The Leventhorpe fee now remains to be traced. The 
record known as the Nornina IZillarum, of 9 Edward II 
(1315-16), shows Hugh de Leventhorpe to be lord of 
Horton and Clayton. He had become possessed of 
these estates through the marriage of his father, 
William de Leventhorpe, with the daughter and heiress 
of Hugh de Horton sometime before 31 Edward I 
(1302-3), as in the Feoda Miiituin, 23 made in that year, 
William is returned as holding three carucates of land 
in Horton and Clayton. It would appear that Hugh de 
Horton died between 1294 and 1302 as, in the former 
year, he made a grant to the Earl of Lincoln of three 
acres of the waste of Little Horton, in a place called 
Tyrrels, or Turles, at a yearly rent of 3s. Incidentally, 
this transaction shows that at the time of the dispute, 
between the Earl and Hugh, of which the grant men-
tioned was the settlement, the lord of Horton had an 
indefeasible right to the manor of Horton and was 
sufficiently unshackled as to be able to contend with 
his superior lord. This Hugh de Horton who, of 
course, had a part of Clayton, was the great-grandson 
of Robert de Horton, to whose inquisition post mortem 
in 1246 reference has already been made. 

By a record made in 13 Edward 11(1319-20) and 
by an acquittance under seal for the homage of Hugh 
de Leventhorpe, it appears that he held in Horton and 
Clayton the third part of a knight's fee. 24 The amount 
of land comprised by a knight's fee varied according 
to the nature or value of the soil. In Clayton and 
Horton twenty-four carucates made a fee; from this 
the inference is drawn that the land in the neighbour-
hood of Bradford in the late thirteenth century was 
not of great value, as a knight's fee, locally, must have 
been rated at some 2,000 to 2,500 acres. One is, there-

(23) Surtees Society: Publications, xlix, 227. 
(24) Manuscript Recital of Evidence. 
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fore, at a loss to understand the statement that 
Horton's, afterwards Leventhorpe's, estate of three 
carucates equalled the third part of a knight's fee. 
Camden, in his Bi-itauiiiia, says that a knight's fee was 
as much inheritance as served yearly to maintain a 
kpight, with convenient retinue, which, in the reign of 
Edward I (1272-1307), was about 2011. Holders of 
knights' fees were obliged to furnish a certain number 
of. men in military array for the King's army and to 
do homage to their chief lord. 

As we have seen, Leventhorpe held one-fourth part 
of the manor, namely, six bovates, of which four were 
in demesne and two in service. William de Leventhorpe 
granted to Hugh, son of John de Clayton, for his 
homage and service, the rent of 2d. issuing out of land 
which Mathewe de Langley held of him in Clayton, as 
well as the homage and service of Mathewe due from 
that holding. Robert, son of Hugh de Horton, 
ancestor to Leventhorpe, granted to Thomas, his son, 
an oxgang of land in Clayton to hold of himself by the 
rent of a pair of white gloves. This rent, or service, 
was a fairly common example of that demanded under 
the tenure known as petty serjeanty. 

The lord of Brodecroft, who was the ancestor of 
Leventhorpe and Horton, (25) gave four bovates in 
Clayton to Alice, his daughter, to hold of himself by 
the rent of ld. These four bovates came to Horton, 
but which one it is not stated, by the marriage of the 
daughter of Brodecroft, and they were afterwards 
granted by Horton, by the name of half a carucate, to 
Adam the Smith to hold of himself by the rent of a 
pair of white gloves. It would seem, therefore, that 
Brodecroft had at some date acquired half of the 
carucate which had left the possession of the Veilly 
family before Humphrey sold his remaining carucate 
to the father of Richard de Juse. What happened to 

(25) Ibid. 
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the other half of the carucate it is difficult to say; 1 
have carefully sifted the evidence relating to the 
Clayton fee, in which we find that rights in the Veile 
fee are mentioned, but without coming to a satisfactory 
conclusion. Who this lord of Brodecroft was we do 
not know; neither can it be said which Horton it was 
who, apparently, was scn-in-law of Brodecroft. But 
the fact remains that this particular member of the 
Horton family was heir to Brodecroft. 

The name of Brodecroft, or Broadcroft, is intrigu-
ing, and it is to be regretted that very little 
documentary evidence relating to the family is extant. 
I have seen three of the name mentioned. In the 
Ministers' Account Rolls of the manor of Bradford in 
1295 there is a William de Brodecroft named, to whom 
an annual payment of 3s. for a farm was made. 26 This, 
the only rent recorded in the outgoings, strongly 
suggests that he was then the owner of that parcel of 
the waste of Horton which had been leased to the Earl 
of Lincoln by Hugh de Horton the year before. 

There was a curious intermixing between the Brode-
crofts and the Hortons; this will be shown more clearly 
shortly. In the early part of the fourteenth century 
there was a Hugh de Brodecroft living; he had, before 
1308, exchanged land known at Birch-och, possibly in 
Thornton, for land in Leventhorpe with William, son 
of Henry de Clayton. (27) 

The third one, also Hugh, was living at least a 
century earlier, and he it was who gave land in Clayton 
to his daughter, Alice. This Hugh de Brodecroft 
married Jurcella, daughter of Thomas de Thornton and 
Isolda, his wife, daughter and heiress of William 
Preston, of Kellington. Jurcella married for her second 
husband Roger Scot, of Calverley, and in 2 Henry III 

(26) The Bradford Antiquary (Old Series), ii, 73. 
(27) Calverley Charters, p. 67. 
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(1217-18) she was described in a fine (28) as widow of 
Roger Scot. The other daughter of Thomas de Thorn-
ton, Matilda, married Robert de Horton, whom I 
consider to he he whose inquisition post 'mortem is 
dated 1246.(29) The jurors were Roger de Thornton, 
lord of the manor of Thornton, Elias de Oxenhope, John 
de Howrde [Haworth], Henry de Ocwrde [Oakworth], 
Robert de Bollinge, Godfrey de Wylsindene [Wilsden], 
Hugh de Clayton, Adam de Clayton, Simon son of the 
same, Henry de Clayton, Swaine de Horton, and 
William, son of William de Braforde [Bradford]. 
They found that Robert de Horton had land in demesne 
and service in Horton and Clayton which he had held 
of John de Lascy, formerly Earl of Lincoln, by the ser-
vice of the third part of a knight's fee. Robert was 
the son and heir of Hugh de Horton, alias de Stapleton, 
who was the founder of the Horton family, he, as a 
cadet of the Stapleton family, having settled at Horton, 
a township adjoining Clayton, and assumed the sur-
name of Horton. (30) Hugh de Horton was the next 
heir of Robert and was of full age. 

There is an undated charter (circa 123O)0 which is 
a grant by Jurcella, widow of Roger Scot, to Hugh, son 
of Robert de Horton, her nephew (Hugh, presumably, 
being son of the grantor's sister, Matilda), for his 
homage and eight marks, of the land she had from 
Thomas de Thornton, her father, in Lewynthorpe. The 
witnesses to this deed included no fewer than six of 

(28) Ibid., p. 1. 
(29) Yorkshire Inquisitions. Yorkshire Archaeological Society: Record 

Series, xii, 5. 
(30) Chartulary of St John of Pontefract. Yorkshire Archaeological 

Society: Record Series, xxv, pp. xlvi, 142. 
(31) In the Broughton Hall collection of manuscripts, penes Brigadier-

General R. S. Tempest. I would here record my indebtedness to 
the researches of the late Mrs Eleanor Blanche Tempest, mother 
of General Tempest, for informa tion on the Boiling and Tempest 
families which will follow shortly. The pedigree of the Boiling 
family, which I give in this paper, is based on the investigations 

of Mrs Tempest, who laboured long and diligently in unravelling 
the descent of the early Bollings of Boiling, for which purpose 
she exhausted the resources of the national archive repositories. 
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those named as jurors in the inquisition of Hugh's 
father. 

Robert de Horton gave to Jordan, son of Sigot, for 
his homage and service, all that land which Assolph 
son of Waitheph, held of him in Langley, with all 
liberties, commons and easements within the town of 
Clayton, to hold of himself by the rent of 2s. Robert, 
son of Simon de Clayton, being a freeholder there, 
granted to William, his son, all land in the territory of 
Clayton which he sometime held of William de Leven-
thorpe. 

By divers deeds, bearing date 1324, Leventhorpe, 
presumably Hugh, who was returned as lord of Clayton 
in the Nomina Viliarum of 1315-16, granted away his 
fourth part of the manor to John de Bollinge. Boiling, 
however, also in 1324, conveyed back to Leventhorpe 
for life this fee, or part of the manor of Clayton. 

THE FAMILY OF BOLLING, LORDS OF CLAYTON 

The three fees into which the manor of Clayton was 
anciently divided came, by descent, grant or marriage, 
to the Bolling family, a pedigree of which is subjoined. 
There was a deed dated 15 Edward II (1321-2) by 
which Robert Walker granted to John de Bolling the 
services of William, son of Adam the Smith of Clayton, 
and it is described in the recital of evidence as being 
amongst the writings which joined the three fees 
together. There is sufficient proof for stating that the 
Bollings, of Boiling Hail, were lords of Clayton, and it 
will be submitted as occasion demands in the course of 
this paper. 

In 1318 John de Boiling was appointed a 
Commissioner of Array for the wapentake of 
Morley ; (32) and twelve years later he granted the 
homage, services, wardships, reliefs and escheats of 

(32) Parliamentary Writs. 
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seven freeholders in Clayton, who were, probably, of 
the eleven freeholders who were the subject of a grant 
by Robert Walker to Bolling in 1321-22, mentioned in 
the account of the Veile fee, since an endorsement on 
the charter mentions Byrell fee. This charter, which 
s in the form of a chirograph, is the earliest Boiling 
family deed so far discovered, and it has a special 
interest in that it is contemporary with the oldest 
portion of the Hall, namely, the rectangular peel-like 
tower at the south-west corner which, in all likelihood, 
was erected by one of the Bollings mentioned in the 
charter in the second quarter of the fourteenth century. 
By this deed John de Bolling granted, on the Sunday 
next after the Feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross, 
1330, to his son, Robert, in tail, the homage and ser-
vice of William, son of Adam de Clayton, Thomas, son 
of Henry de Clayton, William, son of Adam the Smith 
of Clayton, Thomas le Mortimer, Robert, son of 
William de Clayton, Adam del Holmes, and Adam, son 
of Roger de Cokayne. Robert was to render to his 
father a pound of cumin yearly. Should Robert die 
without lawful heir the homage and service were to 
descend to Henry de Boiling, brother of Robert. The 
witnesses were Thomas de Thornton, Hugh de Leven--
thorpe, Roger de Manyngham, Dinis de Marays, Adam 
de Oxenhope and John de Upton. 

John de Bolling is mentioned in the survey, or 
extent, of the manor of Bradford, (31) made before Sir 
John Gynwell and William Blaby, auditors of the 
accounts of Henry of Lancaster, Earl of Derby, on 
September 24, 15 Edward III (1341-2), where he is 
recorded as holding one carucate of land, then being 
the eighth part of a knight's fee, in Clayton, and ren-
dering for it a pound of cumin yearly at Martinmas. 
This was the fee formerly Jordan de Birill's. 

Boiling apparently farmed the town of Bradford, 

(33) Exch. T. R. Misc. Books, 176, fo. 7. 

it 
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with its tolls of market, fair and mill, from an unknown 
date to October 18, 1347. This entry and many others 
relating to John occur in the Bradford Manor Court 
rolls, the last one being in December, The 
plea in which he was then concerned was adjourned, 
and as the case does not re-appear the conclusion is 
reached that John de Boiling died about this date. 

In 1337 Robert de Boiling, son of John, was 
married to Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Roger de 
Thornton. A fine was made at York (35) in 11 Edward 
III (1337-8) whereby, after certain other interests had 
been satisfied, the manors of Denholme and Thornton 
were to come to Robert and Elizabeth Boiling. The 
manor of Allerton also came to the Bollings through 
this marriage. Robert, according to the court rolls 
mentioned, took a prominent part in the affairs of 
Bradford town; but he does not appear to have attained 
eminence outside the parish of Bradford. He was, of 
course, a landed proprietor locally; for example, in 1361 
he held the vill of Allerton by homage, fealty and 
scutage as much as belonged to a moiety of one knight's 
fee, and the manor of Boiling by similar services 
equivalent to the third part of such a fee. Scutage, it 
may be mentioned in passing, was a composition fee, 
or money payment, introduced in the reign of Henry I 
in place of the usual contribution from a knight's fee. 

At the Bradford Manor Court in 1351 Boiling 
claimed to hold of the Duke of Lancaster, as by right 
of the inheritance of William de Clayton, who was a 
minor and in the custody of the Duke, half a bovate 
of land in Clayton by the service of lOd. a year for all 
other services. Later, in 1360-1, he purchased of the 
steward of the manor of Bradford, William de Fynche-
dene, the wardship, lands and marriage of John, son 

(34) Bradford Manor Court Rolls; otherwise, Duchv of Lancaster 
Court Rolls, bundle 129, no. 1957. 

(35) Feet of Fines, Yorkshire, case 173, file 113, no. 31. 
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and heir of William de Clayton. (36) Robert de Boiling 
had died by July, 1370.° 

Robert was succeeded by his son, John. This was 
doubtless the John de Boiling who, as an esquire, paid 
5s. 8d. to the Poll Tax in 1379. In 1401-2 he paid 
toward the Aid to marry the eldest daughter of Henry 
IV, 6s. 8d. for one-third of a knight's fee in Boiling, 
lOs. for half a fee in Alierton, and 3s. 1d. for ten 
bovates in Clayton. (38) John married Grace, daughter 
of William Popeley, of Popeley, in the parish of 
Birstall. He died about the year 1408, as proof of his 
will and administration of his goods were granted on 
September 11, 1408, to Richard de Popeley and William 
de Thornton. 

Robert de Boiling succeeded his father, John. The 
new lord of Clayton was married to Margaret, daughter 
of Thomas Thornore, lord of the manor of Eccleshill, 
in the parish of Bradford. The messuage, later 
referred to as the manor, of Wadlands, in Calverley, 
came into the possession of the Boiling family by this 
marriage, and this estate became the home of a younger 
branch of the family, with whom we are not concerned 
as they were not lords of Clayton. Robert died before 
September, 1423, and left a son, also named Robert, 
who inherited his father's estates. 

This Robert, whose wife's name was Isabel, was a 
tragic figure. He and his son, Tristram, who married 
Beatrice, daughter of Walter Calverley, esquire, fought 
for Henry VI, had his estates forfeited and was 
attainted of high treason on November 4, 1 Edward IV 
(1461). Though he received a pardon in 1463, his 
possessions were not released from attainder till 
October 6, 12 Edward IV (1472), on his presenting to 
Parliament a petition for their restoration. In 

(36) Bradford Manor Court Rolls. 
(37) Hopkinson MSS., xxxix, fo. 44. In the Bradford Public Refer-

ence Library. 
(38) Duchy of Lancaster Knights' Fees, 
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January, 1474-5, he obtained an exemplification of his 
prayer. (39) 

By a certificate of 1455, under the hands and seals 
of seven persons, of whom six lived in Clayton, it 
appears that Alice, daughter and heiress of William 
Mortimer, of Clayton, was then within age and held her 
land in Clayton of Robert Bolling, esquire, in knight 
service. Robert was her chief lord and retained the 
land till the full age of Alice. A curt roll and a rental 
of Robert, dated 15 Edward IV (1475-6), show that 
William Eltofts held the mediety of the viii of Oxen-
hope of Robert Boiling, as of his manor of Clayton, by 
suit of court, 4s. rent and other services. 

Robert Boiling's will, which was proved at York in 
June, 1488, expresses his wish to be buried "befor ye 
Hie Aultar of Bradford Kirk." That part of the Brad-
ford Parish Church appears to have been associated 
with the Boiiings as a place of sepulture. 

Tristram Boiling afterwards succeeded to the lord-
ship of Clayton and other manors. Four Clayton 
Manor Court rolls of his were in existence in the reign 
of Elizabeth, dated respectively 10, 11, 14 and 16 
Henry VII (1494 to 1501). He was a Justice of the 
Peace for the West Riding when he died on May 20, 
15O2.° His daughter, Rosamund, was declared to he 
his heir and aged twenty-six years and more. (41) 

Tristram, on his daughter's marriage with Richard 
Tempest, nephew and heir of Sir Thomas Tempest, 
of Bracewell, knight, retired to an estate at Chellow, in 
the township of Heaton. But it is not generally known 
that toward the close of his residence at Boiling Hall, 
or soon after his removal to Cheliow, Tristram Boiling 
declined to receive the rank of knighthood at the King's 

(39) Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1467-77, p. 479. 
(40) James, J. History of Bradford (Continuation), 255. 
(41) Chancery Inquisitions, 18 Henry VII, no. 124. 
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Wtlliam de Boiling — 

Fined one mark for concealment of a plea relating to the estate of Atoll. 1165 

\Vilti.ant de Rolling 
Benefactor to Kirk,tali Abbey 

Robert de Rolling — 

Living in 1246. when he wa, a juror at the inquisition toll rno,tnn of Robert 
de Horton; died. 1258-9 

ohn de Boiling 
Paid us. 4.1. relief of hi, lands on hit fathers death 

\Vjiliam de Boiling 
Lord of Boiling in 1316; benefactor to the hospital of St 
Peter (St Leonard), York 

Joht. de Boiling — Isabel - 

Lord of Boiling and Clayton; died, coca 1354 

Robert de Boiling — Eliitirth, daughter and tinier.., of Roger do Thornton. who nettled the ntostoet of 
Lord of Clayton; dead in Allerton, Thornton and 1)enboime on hi, daughter, her husband and their 
1370 heirs 

John de Boiling - Grace, daughter of Villi..nt loprley, of i'opoley, in the parish of Biestall 
Lord of Clayton; assessed hi. Oil, in the Poll Tao 
Return of 1379; died, c.e.o 1408 

Robert de ilolling — Margaret, daughter of Thom.., Thornore, of Eccinshill 
Lord of Clayton; dead before Sept., 1423 

Robert Boiling — Isabri - 

Lord of Clayton; will dated at Boiling Hall. Oct. 28. 1487. 
and proved at York, June. 1458; died in 1487 

Tristram Boiling - Beatrice, daughter of Walter Calverley, esquire 
Lord of Clayton . will dated April 7, 1502 
died, May 20. 1502 - 

Rosamund Boiling — Sir Richard Tempest. knight, of Bracewell, who became Lord of Clayton 
Marriage contract dated July 13, 1497 by his marriage with the heiress of Tri,tranu Boiling 

Other Issue 

Henry de Boiling 
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investiture in 1500. He was one among many other 
members of prominent Yorkshire families who refused 
to take up their knighthood which, according to a 
proclamation for the creation of knights made by 
Henry VII, was to be conferred upon gentlemen who 
had lands worth 401i. a year. (42) Perhaps "Trustan 
Bollyng" would be fined for his refusal of the pro-
posed knighthood, as was the case with Walter 
Stanhope, of Horsforth, gentleman, 130 years later, 
when he had to forfeit to the Earl of Strafford 161i. 
for not attending and receiving the order of knighthood 
at the coronation of Charles J•(43) 

With his death the Bollings were no longer lords of 
Clayton nor of the several neighbouring manors, for 
Tristram had settled all the ancient family estates, 
manors, lands, tenements and rents, which he had 
inherited from his father, Robert, UOfl Rosamund, his 
daughter. Thus did the manor of Clayton pass to the 
distinguished family of Tempest. 

THE FAMILY OF TEMPEST, LORDS OF CLAYTON 

Richard Tempest, who succeeded to the Boiling 
patrimony in right of his wife, was the eldest son of 
Nicholas Tempest, third son of Sir John Tempest, 
knight, of Bracewell and Waddington, in Yorkshire, 
and Bealraper, in Lincolnshire, by his wife, Alice, 
daughter of Sir Richard Sherhurn, knight, of Stony-
hurst, in Lancashire. Richard's mother was Margaret, 
sister of Sir John Pilkington, of Wakefield, knight. He 
was born about the year 1479, being aged twenty-six 
years and upwards when his uncle, Sir Thomas 
Tempest, died without issue in 1507. 

He was early connected with Court life, being a 
Squire of the Body to Henry VII, and a Knight of the 
Body to Henry VIII. Like his father-in-law, Richard 

(42) Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, Part 124, 362, 363. 
(43) Spencer-Stanhope MSS., Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
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Tempest refused the rank of knighthood when Henry 
V II held a knighting ceremony in 1503 ;(44) but, after 
taking part in the Battle of Flodden Field, he was 
knighted by the King in the Church of Tournay after 
Mass on December 25, 1513. 

During the next few years he held several important 
offices. He obtained a grant of the hailiffwick of 
Wakefield,(") was made feodary of the King's castles, 
receiver of Crown lands in Yorkshire, steward of the 
Duchy of Lancaster for the manor of Clitheroe, master 
forester of Bowland and Quernmore Forests, steward 
of Blackburnshire, and High Sheriff of Yorkshire, 
holding the last-named office in 1516. In 1521 Sir 
Richard, as he then was, further improved his condition 
by obtaining the reversion of the stewardship of the 
town and manor of Wakefield, with the mastership of 
the hunt of Sandal Park. Eight years later he was 
elected to Parliament for Appleby, in Westmorland. 

The vicissitudes through 'which Tempest passed 
during the last eight years of his life, and which prob-
ably hastened his death on August 25, 1537, need not 
be discussed here. By his will dated January 6. 
15367,(46) he directed that his body should be buried 
in the choir of Our Lady in Bradford Church. He left 
a large family; his eldest child, Sir Thomas Tempest, 
who died without issue in 1545, did not inherit the 
family possessions as his mother, Dame Rosamund, 
outlived him. She died on February 1, 1553-4, leaving 
all her surviving children settled in life. 

Dame Rosamund Tempest, as lady of Clayton, she 
being so described in the Ferrand manuscripts, granted 
parcels of her waste of Clayton, the grantees render-
ing suit and service to her court and mill of Thornton 
and a rent of a few pence annually. She died seised 

(44) Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, ante., 365. 
(45) Pipe Roll, 10 Henry VIII. 
(46) Proved at York. 
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of estates in Allerton, Boiling, Bradford, Calverley, 
Clayton, Denholme, Eccieshill, Farsley, Horton, Oxen-
hope, Pudsey, Thornton, Wadlands and Wilsden, 
several of the properties being manors. 47 According 
to her inquisition post mortem the heir was her son, 
Sir John Tempest, knight, who was aged fifty-four 
years and more. 

The career of Sir John Tempest was nearly as dis-
tinguished as that of his father. He was steward of 
the manor of Barnoldswick from 1537 till his death, 
of Tickhill and Wakefield, of the manor of Bradford 
in 1555, and constable of Sandal Castle. In 1560 the 
Queen ordered him to appoint a convenient place for 
the safe keeping of the court rolls of the manor of 
Wakefield at Sandal Castle. 

Tempest was knighted between 1543 and 1545, and 
was found heir to his elder brother, Sir Thomas, in 
May, 1545. From 1555 to 1559 he granted parcels of 
his common of Clayton, ranging in extent from one to 
four acres, to hold of himself by military service, and 
with a proviso for suit and service to the court and mill 
of his manor of Thornton, as well as for small rents. 

Sir John Tempest, who had married Anne, daughter 
of Thomas Lenthall, of Lechford, in Oxfordshire, died 
on November 16, 1565, leaving no issue. His heir was 
declared to be Nicholas, his brother, who was aged 
sixty years and upwards. 

Nicholas Tempest, unlike his ancestors in the lord-
ship of Clayton., did not live at. the principal seat, 
Boiling Hall. He had married, before 1516, Beatrice, 
(laughter and co-heiress of John Bradford, of Hethe 
[Heath, near Wakefield]. She died in 1550, in which 
year Nicholas was a Commissioner for the Lay Subsidy 
in the Agbrigg division. He married for his second 
wife Isabel, widow of Henry Kighley, of Inskipp, in 

(47) Han, MS., 802, fo. 101, 
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Lancashire. His will was made at Bracewell on 
December 25, 1570.8) Richard Tempest, son of 
Nicholas, aged thirty-six years and more, was his heir. 

A deed of December 20, 1567-8,° shows that 
whereas Nicholas then lived at Bracewell, his two sons, 
Richard and Robert, lived at Thornton and Wadlandš, 
respectively. By this deed the three granted two acres 
of the waste of Clayton at a rent of 8d. yearly. These 
grants of the waste or common of Clayton prove that 
enclosure of the common land there was taking place on 
a somewhat large scale in the middle of the sixteenth 
century. 

Richard Tempest was Member of Parliament for 
Aldhorough from 1572 till his death. He married, first, 
Eleanor, daughter of John, Lord Scrope, of Bolton, in 
1564, but she died soon afterwards. He then married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Wentworth, of North 
Elms all. 

In 22 Elizabeth (1580) he was living at Boiling 
Hall, where he dated a deed 50 whereby he granted to 
William Stankeliffe, of Hipprorn [Hipperholme, near 
Halifax], land late enclosed from his wastes of Clay-
ton. This land was to be held of Tempest as of his 
manor of Clayton by the one-hundredth part of a 
knight's fee and suit to his court and mill of the same 
manor. 

His will was made at Boiling Hall on February 21, 
1581-2, and he died without issue by either wife. 
During the period of Richard Tempest the suit was 
brought against him by the Queen to recover the manor 
of Clayton, but, as stated at the beginning of this 
account, it was not successful. 

At this point we will notice a survey of the 

(48) Proved at York. 
(49) Ferrand MSS., Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford, 
(50) Ibid. 
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possessions of the Duchy of Lancaster, commonly 
called Barnard's Survey, made in 18 Elizabeth 
(15756).(51) Under Clayton it is stated that John 
Lacye, 52 gentleman, held the third part of one knight's 
fee, in which village he claimed to have the manor by 
reason of this tenure. Later in the Survey it is recorded 
that (a) William de Clayton formerly held in Clayton 
ten oxgangs of land, afterwards held by John de Boll-
ing, but then by Richard Tempest, gentleman, who held 
by knight service; and (b) that Jordan de Birill also 
formerly held in Clayton one carucate, which was held, 
when the survey was made, by Richard Tempest by 
knight service. The claim of Lacy must have been 
based upon the former holding, or fee, of the Leven-
thorpe family, as the manor of Horton and other estates 
had passed, as already mentioned, from the Hortons to 
the Leventhorpes, and from the latter family to that 
of Lacy, of Cromwellhottom, on both occasions by 
marriage.(") I think the evidence already submitted, 
together with that to follow, proves the manor to have 
been lawfully vested in the Bollings and later, by 
marriage, in the Tempest family. 

Robert, brother of Richard Tempest, now entered 
into possession of the manor. He married, before 1570, 
Anne, daughter of Bartholomew Pigott, of Aston 
Rowen, in Oxfordshire. He had parted with the 
bailiffwick of Wakefield to Sir George Saville by 

but retained that of Bradford; and in 1598 he 
was one of the constables appointed for collecting 70l1. 
towards the 40011. for Hull and Yorkshire ships. He 
(lied on November 6, 1601, his heir being Richard, his 
son, who was aged twenty-six years and more. 

This Richard married Elizabeth, second daughter of 
Francis Rodes, of Great Houghton, in Yorkshire, a 

(51) Hopkinson MSS., xxxix, fo. 130. 
(52) He who married Anne, daughter of Sir Richard and Dame 

Rosamund Tempest. 
(53) James, J. History of Bradford, 266. 
(54) Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings, cxxvi, 35 Elizabeth. 

S 
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Justice of the Common Pleas. Tempest was a 
magistrate for the West Riding, High Sheriff of York-
shire in 1621, and a commissioner for the Forced Loan 
in 1627. He was knighted at Easton-Neston, in 
Northamptonshire, by James I in 1603. His will, dated 
November 1, 1621, directed that he be buried within 
the Parish Church of Bradford. He died at Wadding-
ton Hall on April 21, 1639. 

In the collection of muniments belonging to Mr J. 
Atkinson Jowett are some fifty conveyances executed 
by Sir Richard between 1598 and 1620. These are 
grants of small portions of ground enclosed from the 
commons of Clayton and were made on similar terms 
one with another. Annual rents of small sums were 
to be paid to Tempest, as well as a hen or hens, accord-
ing to the amount of the land, to be rendered to him 
at his manor house of Boiling Hall at Christmas. Coal 
and other mines were invariably reserved to the 
grantor, and the grantees had to do suit to Tempest's 
Court Baron of Clayton. Whereas these deeds are too 
numerous and, probably, of insufficient importance to 
warrant detailed treatment in this history of the manor, 
they are, nevertheless, of value in a few respects. (55) 

LATER LORDS OF CLAYTON 

There is no need to deal further with the family of 
Tempest as Sir Richard sold the manor, as well as that 
of Thornton, to Hugh Watmough, Bachelor of Divinity 
and Rector of Bury, in Lancashire, in March, 18 James 
I (1620-1) for 5251i. The deed of sale describes Clay-
ton as the manor and lordship of Clayton in Bradford-
dale. All the; usual appurtenances and perquisites of 
courts were also conveyed. The document(56) is 
a contemporary and true copy and, it is important to 

(55) It is hoped that a selection of these documents will be published 
by the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society in a future 
volume of its Local Record Series. 

(56) At the Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford, 
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observe, mentions the grant of a yearly rent of 4s. 
issuing forth of the manor of Oxenhope, as well as 
the homage and service of the lords of Oxenhope and 
of such freeholders there as of right belonged to Sir 
Richard Tempest. The sum of 4s. was that payable 
to Henry de Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, by William de 
Clayton for his - lands in Oxenhope more than three 
centuries earlier. (57) 

The manor of Clayton had passed, before 1632, 
from Hugh Watmough to his son and heir, John, who, 
in the year stated, was described as of Halifax, gentle-
man. Three years later, on July 11, 1635, Hugh was 
(lead, for on that date John Watmough, of Thornton, 
in Bradford-dale, son and heir of Hugh Watmough, 
late Rector of Bury, deceased, conveyed to Edith Gleid-
hill, of Barkisland, near Halifax, widow, late wife of 
Thomas Gleidhill,, gentleman, the manor and lordship 
of Clayton for the sum of 80li»8 

In the Horton collection of manuscripts are four 
membranes of the rolls of the Clayton Court Baron 5 
which (late from 1630 to 1658, and a portfolio of rentals 
and other court rolls on paper dating from 1638 to 
1689.° The earliest roll, that of 1630, is of a court 
of John Watmough. 

Edith Gleidhill was one of the two sisters of John 
Harrison, a citizen of Leeds and the author of several 
benefactions to his native town. By her will dated 
February 21, 1636, she bequeathed the manor to Richard 
Gleidhill, her younger soil, and also charged her elder 
son, John, to make further assurance of it to Richard 
immediately after her decease. Another beneficiary 
under this will, which was proved at York on May 17, 
1637, the probate copy being in the Horton collection, (61) 

(57) Vide Inquisition post mortem of the Earl, dated 1311. 
(58) Deed, penes Mr J. Atkinson Jowett. 
(59) Horton MSS., Series E, no. 94. 
(60) Ibid., Series E, no. 95. 
(61) Ibid., Series B, no. 183. 
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was Elizabeth, daughter of the testatrix and wife of 
William Horton, the younger. 

Richard Gleidhill duly entered into the lordship, for 
his court rolls of 1640 to 1642 are extant. In 1638 
Richard was a member of Lincoln's Inn. He then 
appeared as a feoffee, together with John, his brother, 
Henry Robinson, clerk, Vicar of the Parish Church of 
Leeds, and Thomas Robinson, Master of Arts, (62) 
brother of Henry, all four being nephews of the feoffor, 
John Harrison, of Leeds, gentleman, one of the nine 
principal burgesses of Leeds and founder of St John's 
Church there. Henry and Thomas Robinson were the 
sons of John Harrison's other sister, Grace, who 
married Alexander Robinson, a merchant of Leeds. 
Richard Gleidhill, who afterwards was a captain under 
Sir Marmaduke Langdale, was knighted by the Marquis 
of Newcastle. But he did not long enjoy his knight-
hood, for he was killed in the Battle of Marston 
Moor. 

The next stage in the descent of Clayton manor is 
reached in 1653, when the court rolls inform us that 
John Gleidhill was lord. His rentals and rolls cease 
in the year 1656. This John was the elder brother of 
Sir Richard and had apparently succeeded to the Gleid-
hill patrimony in Clayton on the death of his brother, 
for a pedigree (63) of the Horton family shows that 
Elizabeth Horton, mentioned in the will of her mother, 
Edith Gleidhill, was heir to her brother, John. 

The rolls of the Court Baron of Elizabeth Horton, 
widow, are for the year 1658 only; therefore, John 
Gleidhill was then dead and she was in possession of 
the manor. It was in 1658 when she released the manor 
to her son, William Horton. (6') The will of Elizabeth 
Horton, (65) dated July 13, 1670, was proved at York on 

(62) So described in Horton MSS., Series B, no. 105. 
(63) Horton MSS., Series E, no. 104. 
(64) Ibid., Series D, no. 30. 
(65) Ibid., Series A, no. 76. 
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December 18, 1672, and by it she devised the manor 
to her son, William, who lived at Coley Hall, near 
Hipperholme, and at Howroyde, in Barkisland, a house 
built, or encased in stone, in the year 1652 by one of 
the Horton family. (66) 

There is one roll only of the court of William Hor-
ton and that is dated 1689. He married Mary, daughter 
of Sir Richard Musgrave, of Heyton Castle, in Cum-
berland, and they had issue William, Richard and Mary. 
I have not seen the will of William, the father, who 
died on February 19, 1716, but it would appear that he 
either granted or bequeathed the manor of Clayton to 
his son, William, for on August 12, 1740, it was 
released (6') by Mary Horton, of Coley Hall, widow of 
William, the son, who had died in March of that year 
and of whose will she was devisee and sole executrix. 
This release of the manor was to Mary and Martha 
Midgley, of Scolernore, in Horton, spinsters, in con-
sideration of the sum of 92511. 

This is a convenient place to refer to the statement, 
made at the beginning of this paper, relating to John 
James's account of Clayton. After stating(") that Hugh 
de Leventhorpe was returned lord of Clayton in 1316, 
James says that in 1577 John Lacy was lord. (69) He 
apparently based the descent from Leventhorpe to Lacy 
upon the marriage of a John Lacy with Alice Leven-
thorpe, sister and heiress of Oswald Leventhorpe, whose 
inquisition post mortem has now been printed. 70 James 
goes on to state (71) that the manor then came from the 
Lacy family to the Midgley sisters. How far he was 

(66) It was at Howroyde where the Horton collection of manuscripts 
was found in September, 1926, by Mr W. E. Preston, of Brad-
ford. Subsequently it was obtained for the Bradford Public 
Libraries. 

(67) Deed, penes Mr J. Atkinson Jowett. 
(68) History of Bradford, 334. 
(69) Vide Barnard's Survey. 
(70) West Yorkshire Deeds, edited by the writer. Bradford Historical 

and Antiquarian Society: Local Record Series, ii, 27. 
(71) Ante., 335. 
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wrong can be judges by the passages of the manor 
already considered: he omits the families of Boiling, 
Tempest, Watmough, Gleidhili and Horton. In view of 
the evidence presented here it would seem impossible 
for the Lacy family to have held the manor at all. 

In the supplement to his History of Bradford,(') 
however, James quotes Brook's manuscripts as his 
authority for stating that the manor had come to 
William Horton, of Coley Hall; but by a statement he 
makes it is obvious that he was unable to understand 
how Horton became possessed of the manor. It is 
clear that James could not have had access to the 
documents necessary for a full history of this manor: 

The recent history of the manor of Clayton and its 
owners may he treated in a brief manner. Mary 
Midgley, who became the wife of Samuel Lister, of 
Horton, died without issue in 1764, and the manor 
thereupon passed to Martha Midgley, her sister. By 
her will, dated March 26, 1778, the latter devised the 
lordship of Clayton to the Reverend George Cooke, of 
Everton, and Mary, his wife, whose maiden name was 
Hollings. She belonged to a local family and was a 
kinswoman of Martha Midgley. 

The manor was sold to Richard Hodgson, of 
Whetley, in Manningham, a local magnate, in 1798, by 
members of the Cooke family. The release is dated 
May 12, 1798, the parties being George Cooke, of 
Street-thorpe, in the parish of Kirk-Sandall, esquire, 
Mary Cooke, of Doncaster, widow and relict of the 
Reverend George Cooke, formerly of Everton and late 
of Darfield, clerk, deceased, the Reverend Henry Cooke, 
of Darfield, clerk, only son and heir of the Reverend 
George Cooke and Mary, his wife, formerly Hollings, 
John Cooke, late of Warmsworth but then of Don-
caster, esquire, and Mary, his wife, late Mary Cooke, 

(72) Page 272. 
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spinster, daughter of the aforesaid George and Mary 
Cooke. The sum paid by Richard Hodgson was 6001i. 
The Cooke family was a prominent' one in south York-
shire, members of it mentioned in this deed(") being Sir 
George Cooke, of Wheatley, baronet, Bryan Cooke, of 
Owston, near Doncaster, esquire, and the Reverend 
Alexander Cooke, of Street-thorpe, clerk, a younger 
brother of John Cooke. 

Richard Hodgson died without issue in 1821, 
devising the manor to his niece, Sarah, daughter of 
Nathan Jowett. Jowett had married his cousin, Sarah 
Hodgson, sister of Richard. It was the property of 
Sarah Jowett when she died, unmarried, on March 20, 
1840. By her will, dated December 16, 1833, she gave 
the manor of Clayton to her cousin, George Baron, of 
Drewton, in the parish of North Cave, in the East 
Riding of Yorkshire. He was the son of George Baron, 
a cloth merchant, of Leeds, by Sarah, his wife, formerly 
Jowett, she being aunt to the Sarah Jowett who died 
in 1840. George Baron, the younger, died a bachelor 
on July 29, 1854, and the manor of Clayton passed to 
Nathan Atkinson, of Bolton, near Bradford, who 
assumed the name of Jowett. The lordship of the 
manor then became vested in James Atkinson Jowett, 
son of Nathan; and the present owner of the manor of 
Clayton is John Atkinson Jowett, of Bilton Hall, 
Knareshorough, son of James. 

(73) Miscellaneous MSS.: The Cartwright Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
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APPENDIX I 

Miscellaneous Notes relating to the Clayton Family 

Undated. Hugh, son of John de Clayt[on], mentioned as 
grantee in a charter of Richard, son of Hugh de Sartis, 
relating to land in the territory of Langley. Witnesses: 
Hugh de Hort[on], Robert de Boiling, Adam de Oxsnope, 
Thomas de 'Maynyngham, Thomas de Oxsnope, William 
the Clerk of  . (Brigadier-General R. S. Tempest, 
Broughton Hall). 

Undated. (Circa 1190). Alexander, son of Swein de Cleiton, 
grants to Nostell a bovate of land in Hoxnehope, viz., that 
which Swein son of Lefna held. Thomas, son of Hugh 
de Thornet'on, and Hugh, son of Richard de Cleiton, con-
firm this grant. (Chartulary of Nostell Priory; MS. 
Vespasian E. xix, fo. 82). 

1339. Grant in special tail by William, son of Adam de 
Clayton, to William de Lewynthorpe and Christiana, his 
wife, of all his land in the common field of Lewynthorpe, 
a hamlet of Thornton, except one close. Witnesses: John 
de Bollyng, Roger de Thornton, Jordan de Clayton, 
Thomas de Clayton, Roger de Maynyngham, Thomas de 
Maynyngham. (Horton Manuscripts). 

12 Edward III. William de Clayton; a pledge. (Bradford 
Manor Court Rolls). 

13 Edward III. Jordan de Clayton; a juror. (Ibid.). 

16 Edward III. Thomas de 'Clayton; a complainant. (Ibid.). 
20 Edward III (1346). Aid of 40s. Morley Wapentake: 

4s. 6d. from Thomas,. son of William de Clayton, and 
Robert de Boiling for eighteen bovates in Clayton, which 
William de Clayton and Jordan de Birill held. (Exch. 
K. R. Misc. Books, 3). 

23 Edward III. Alice, wife of William le Clerk of Clayton. 
(Bradford Manor Court Rolls). 

24 Edward III. 'Margaret, wife of Thomas de Clayton. 
(Ibid.). 

25 Edward III. Jordan de Clayton; Alice, wife of William 
de 'Clayton; Alice, daughter of William de Clayton. (Ibid.). 
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32 Edward III. Richard, son of William de Clayton. (Ibid.). 

34 Edward Ill. Thomas dc Clayton. (Ibid.). 

35 Edward III. Jordan and Thomas de Clayton; jurors. 
(Ibid.). 

1369, June 9. John de Clayton granted to William the Smith 
of Bradford the rent of 6s. 1-id. of two tenements in 
Cockan, a hamlet of Clayton. Witnesses: Robert de 
Bollyng, William de Lewynth'orp, Jordan de Clayton, 
William Mortimer, John del Holyns. (Ferrand Manu-
scripts). 

1379. Poll Tax. 'Clayton: John de Clayton and wife, 4d. 
(Poll Tax Return). 

12 Henry VI (1433-4). Release of right, etc., in the viii of 
Clayton by William Couper, of Scharleston, Elisota, his 
wife, and Alice, daughter of John Clayton, to Robert 
Bolling. (Ferrand Manuscripts). 
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APPENDIX II 

BOUNDARIES OF THE MANOR OF CLAYTON, 

Circa 1775 

The Boundaries of the Manor and Lordship of Clayton, 
beginning at the West corner of the said Manor upon a 
certain Common called Mickle Moss, are as follow :—that is 
to say, From a set Stone upon the said Mickle Moss, marked 
1 N 1771" towards Northowram, and "C" towards Clayton, 

fixed at the North-East corner of a certain Inclosure on 
Thornton, formerly purchased and inclosed by Guy 
Pearson, and which (with a Messuage at the Upper End of 
the same Inclosure called Bounder Hall,) belongs to the 
Town of Thornton, and was formerly 'occupied by Joshua 
Shaw, we cross over the Slate Delves upon Mickle Moss and 
proceed in a direct line from thence (leaving a well in 
Northowram a few yards to the right hand, and over a part 
of the said Common called Peat Knop, and through the 
Farm,) to another set Stone, marked on the Northowram 
side "2 N 1771," and on the Clayton side "C." From thence 
in a direct line to another set Stone upon Bounder Hill, 
marked towards Northowram "3 N 1771," and towards 
Clayton "C," and from thence to another set Stone at the 
top of the Intacks belonging to Mr. William Ellis, and in 
the occupation of Thomas Northrop, marked towards North-
owram "4 N 1771," and towards Clayton "C," which last-
mentioned Stone is fixed about 22 yards from the North-
West corner of the said Intacks, adjoining upon a Lane 
called New Lane. From the stone marked 4 we proceed in 
a direct line down that part of Mr. Ellis's Intack which 
adjoins upon the said New Lane to another Stone fixed at 
the bottom of the said intack, on the outside of the fence, 
marked towards Clayton "5 'C 1771," and towards North-
owram "N," and from thence (leaving Dawson's Grave 
about twenty yards to the left hand,) in a direct line to 
another Stone upon the Common, marked "6 C 1771" to-
wards 'Clayton, and-"N" towards Northowram. From that 
stone we proceed to another marked "7 C 1771 " towards 
Clayton, and "N" towards Northowram, fixed upon the edge 
of the Common, near the Turnpike Road leading from Brad-
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ford to Halifax, at the North-West corner of a certain Close 
in Nort•howram called the Back Field, the inheritance of Mr. 
Joseph Wilkinson, and in the occupation of Israel Robinson, 
and across the said Back Field to the North-East corner 
thereof, and over the North corner of another Close adjoin-
ing to the said Back Field, the inheritance of the said Mr. 
Wilkinson, and in the occupation of the said Israel Robinson. 
From thence over the South corner of a certain Close called 
The Green, the inheritance and in the occupation of Benazer 
Rhodes, to a Sough Hole in the fence on the cast side of 
Hunger'hill Lane, dividing a certain Close in Clayton called 
The Five Days' Work Close from the said Hungerhill Lane, 
at which Sough Hole is another Stone fixed, marked 
"8 C 1771" towards Clayton, and "N" towards Northowram, 
from which Sough Hole we follow the ditch (which a little 
below is called Blackshaw Beck) across Neff Lane and down 
a field called Bracken Bed, the inheritance of Benjamin 
Ferrand, Esquire, and in the occupation of Thomas Smith, 
where we find the said ditch has been turned for the benefit 
of the land down the middle of the said field, its natural 
course being down the south-west fence thereof, and we 
bounder accordingly to the bottom of the same field, where 
the ditch returns into its natural channel, and from thence 
down the same ditch, bordering upon Northõwram, till we 
come to the bottom of a field called Hare Clough, where the 
Townships of Northowram and Shelf are divided by a small 
ditch which runs into that above mentioned, and from thence 
we bounder upon Shelf till we come to the South-West corner 
of a field in North Bierley called The Six Days' Work Close, 
part of Cockroyd Farm, the inheritance of Dr. Hulme, and 
in the occupation of John Bottomley, at which corner is 
another Stone, marked "9 C 1771 " towards Clayton; and 
from that stone we turn northward up the fence dividing 
the said Six Days' Work Close from a Close in Clayton called 
The Five Days' Work Close, the inheritance of Mr. Jonathan 
Priestley, and in the occupation of Messrs. John and Thomas 
Hirst, and following the same fence as far as a Stile at the 
South-East corner of a Close in Clayton called The Ing, the 
inheritance and in the occupation of William Smith. From 
that stile, turning eastward, along the fence dividing Richard 
Blackburn's land from the 'said 'Cockroyd Farm to an ancient 
Stone fixed on the West side of a Lane called Soper Lane, 
(which is the bounder-stone betwixt the several lordships of 
Clayton, North Bierley, and Horton,) at the South-East 
corner of a Close called The Pit Holes, the extremity of the 
said Richard Blackburn's land, and also of the said Cockroyd 
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Farm. From thence (north-westward) in a direct line across 
the said field called Pit Holes, and another field called the 
Low Ing, (also the inheritance of the said Richard Black-
burn, and adjoining to the said Turnpike Road between 
Bradford and Halifax,) to another set 'Stone, marked towards 
Clayton " 10 C 1771," on the South 'side of the said Turnpike 
Road, and about the midway betwixt the Stone Table in 
Horton and the Smithy Houses in 'Clayton, which Stone is 
fixed near a very ancient thorn in the fence dividing the said 
field called the Low Ing from the said Turnpike Road. From 
the last-mentioned stone we cross the Turnpike Road into 
a field called Smithy Field, the inheritance of Robert Fox, 
of Levent.horp Mill, and now in the occupation of Thomas 
Fox, and across the said Smithy Field to a Sough Hole at 
the North-west corner thereof, and from that Sough Hole, 
following a ditch which springs in the said Smithy Field, to 
the bottom of a piece of woody ground called Speight Clough, 
where we turn a little southward to the fence which divides 
a Close called Moor-Pasture, the inheritance and in the 
occupation of Messrs. John and Thomas Hirst, from the 
Lordship of Horton, and 'down the same fence to the North 
corner of the said Moor-Pasture, where another small ditch 
runs into that last above-mentioned. From thence over the 
North corner of a Close called The Paddock, the inheritance 
of Mr. Stocks, of Kilnsey, and in the occupation of Joshua 
Wainwright, and across Paradise Lane to a Bridge Stone on 
the North side of the said Lane, near a gate opening into the 
said Lane called Coit Yate, and from that bridge down the 
brook (which a little below is called Lidget Beck, which 
name it retains till 'it runs into a wood called Buligreave, 
where it 'takes the name of Buligreave Beck,) as far as the 
West corner of a field called Collop Wood, the inheritance of 
Miss 'Martha 'Midgley, and in the occupation of John Sut-
cliffe, where the said Buligreave Beck runs into Allerton 
Beck, (which is the boundary betwixt Allerton and Clayton), 
then turning westward up the said Allerton Beck as far as 
the South-East side of a field called Brigg Field, (in Thorn-
ton,) occupied with Leventhorp Mill, where the said Allerton 
Beck and another rivulet called Thornton Beck meet. From 
thence we follow the said Thornton 'Beck to a certain Bridge 
in Cockan Lane called Fall Bottom Bridge, from whence we 
proceed up the said Cockan Lane (the fence on the north 
side thereof being the boundary between Clayton and Thorn-
ton,) to a Sough Hole in the same fence, near the top of a 
field, the inheritance of Dan Hopkin, and in the occupation 
of John Pollard, and over the corner of the same field, and 
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across a lane leading from the said Cockan Lane to a 
Messuage belonging to the said Dan Hopkin, and in the said 
John Pollard's occupation, into a field called Nicholl's Ing, 
(taking about one day's work thereof into Clayton,) and over 
the West fence thereof into Cockan Lane again, at a Sough 
Hole in the same fence about fifty yards below a Messuage 
called Green Top, the inheritance of Mr. Lamplugh, and in 
the occupation of Joseph Ambler, and from that Sough Hole 
we continue to bounder along the North fence of the said 
Cockan Lane (which a little above the last-mentioned Sough 
Hole is called Broad Lane) as far as the South-West corner 
of a field in Thornton called Doughty, the inheritance of 
Mr. Lamplugh, and in the occupation of Joseph Duckworth, 
being the uppermost Close above the West Sc.holes adjoining 
to the said Lane, and from that corner along the North fence 
of the said Broad Lane to a Close at the head of that lane 
called The Mountain Long Field, belonging to the Mountain 
Farm, the inheritance of Mrs. Green, and now, in the 
occupation of James Bairstow, and in a direct line up the 
same Close (leaving about two third-parts thereof in Thorn-
ton) to a Sough Hole in the fence at the top of the same 
Close adjoining to the Common, and from that Sough Hole 
in a direct line along the brow of the Common to the first-
mentioned Stone, near Bounder Hall, upon Mickle Moss. 



ANTIQUARIAN NOTES 

BY FRANCIS VILLY, M.D. 

THE CONTINUATION OF WYCOLLER CAUSEWAY 

EASTWARD 

IN The Bradford Antiquary' I described what 
remains of this old road between Camel Cross 
and Two Laws, a little north of the Keighley-

Oakworth-Colne road. It is now possible to claim a 
further length of one and a quarter miles, which must 
be the continuation eastwards, and this is peculiarly 
interesting inasmuch as it can be connected confidently 
with Street Lane, Oldfield, thereby throwing light on 
the origin of the name and perhaps of other " streets 
not of Roman origin. About half a mile east of Two 
Laws a small stream is crossed by the present road near 
Crag Bottom. The bridge shows two periods, but there 
is no certainty that either edition was built in connection 
with the Causeway. Be this as it may, , just east of the 
bridge a narrow old road branches from the south side, 
showing as a dug terrace along the steep breast of the 
slope. After separating by a maximum of about 100 
yards it gradually re-approaches the present road and 
coalesces just before Hill Top Farm is reached (three-
quarters of a mile). Towards this end it is mostly a 
hollow worn way, but shows signs of having been built 
up here and there. 

Further east the marks re-appear, but are much less 
definite, the last being about a qûarter of a mile before 
the Grouse Inn is reached. There are also doubtful 
hints that at and beyond the level of the Inn it passed 

(1) New Series, Pt, XXIX, p. 310, 
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about 100 yards south of and parallel to the road. Be 
that as it may, it certainly must have connected up with 
Street Lane, for a footpath about 300 yards long joins 
the upper road to the lower one through Oldfield, begin-
ning about 200 yards east of the Inn and reaching the 
Oldfield road a similar distance west of Laverock Hall 
opposite the end of Street Lane. This lane is a deep 
hollow, which can be traced back also for some distance 
alongside the above-mentioned footpath, thus rendering 
the connection between Street Lane and the Colne road 
certain. Street Lane slants south-eastwards across 
Worth Valley, via the packhouse way over Long Bridge 
to Haworth, where it falls into the old way to Bradford 
via Bridge House, Flappit and Hewenden. 

CASTLESTEAD, PATELEY BRIDGE 

This site seems to he usually taken as that of a 
Roman fort, but the reasons for such an acceptance are 
not conclusive. A fortification of some sort was un-
doubtedly destroyed when the present house was built 
about seventy years ago, but it does not seem to have 
been of Roman form and any record of Roman finds 
there cannot he clearly substantiated. 

The first six-inch Ordnance Survey map pretty 
clearly shows a roughly oblong mound about 100 feet 
by eighty feet in ground plan, with what appears to 
be the inner lip of a surrounding ditch on two sides. 
Speight,'2 apparently speaking as an eye-witness, says 
that previous to the house there was a mound looking 
like a large tumulus. No traces of stone buildings or 
burial were found. The top was slightly hollowed, and 
enclosed on all sides by the great agger. All this sounds 
not like a Roman fort, but like an early mediæval castle-
mound or motte. Now the manor in which Castlestead 
stands (Bewerley) was sold to Fountains Abbey by the 

(2) Nidderdale, p. 435, 

11 
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Mowbray family before 1175. Between the Conquest 
and this date was a period prolific in the building of 
mottes, several of which are due to the Mowbrays. It 
may or may not he of significance that Win. de Castleia 
quitclaimed his rights in the adjacent manor of Dacre 
between 1194 and 1198." 

THE ROADS OVER BLACKSTONE EDGE FROM LANCASHIRE 

INTO YORKSHIRE 

Three of these are readily recognisable :-

1. The Devil's Causeway, generally ascribed to the 
Romans. 

2. The Old Turnpike, built in the mid-eighteenth 
century, coming from Littleborough and reaching the 
summit by the White House, i.e., over half a mile 
north of 1. 

3. The modern Turnpike (19th century), also 
coming from Littleborough, reaches the summit with 
2, but by a different route. The lower part (to about 
the level of the Moorcock Inn) is marked in Greenwood's 
map (1818) and is therefore older than the upper part. 

4. There is still another, so overgrown as to be 
recognised only with difficulty 'on the moor and not 
traceable throughout with accuracy. It continues the 
lower and older part of 3, and can be seen emerging 
from under the Moorcock. As Swaindrod Lane it 
passes to the open moor, where it becomes a footpath 
in the same: line to join 2 about a quarter of a mile 
short of the White House. Enough shows to make it 
fairly certain that it could be picked up at many places 
by the spade. The old turnpike coming up the hill to 
the point of junction with this path is about fifteen to 
twenty feet wide, sometimes on a bed running up to 

(3) Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, Pt. 132, p. 384, 
(4) Ibid. 
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forty-five feet or so; but beyond this junction the whole 
or most of this bed is filled by road metal. Close 
inspection seems to show that this great width is due 
to two roads running side by side, turnpike to the right 
and a more decayed road to the left. Often the two 
run intò each other and cannot be clearly separated. 
However, at points they are distinct, and at one of 
these the surface has been cleared with permission 
kindly given by Mr. C. R. Hartley. The older road is 
seventeen feet wide and made of gravelly stone. The 
edges are sharply defined, and show the beginning of 
a camber; the centre, however, is in very poor con-
dition and only a few inches thick. So far as it 
remains this accords with the usual Roman road as 
seen in the hills, and with the Manchester-Ilkley 
Roman road further north. 
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It is interesting to note what the old antiquarians 
had to say about the Roman road over Blackstone Edge. 
It is mentioned by Horsley and mapped by Warburton, 
but in neither case are any reliable details recorded as 
to its exact position. Watson (History of Halifax) 
searched carefully but could not find it. Whitaker 
(History of Manchester, 2nd Ed., Vol. I., pp. 132, 186 
and 232), whose observations, unlike his theories, are of 
value, mentions it as being near both the Castle and 
the then new but now old turnpike. This fits in with 
the part bared. Both authors knew the Devil's 
Causeway but did not connect it with the Romans. 

What, then, was this fourth road? At present we 
cannot give a convincing answer, for to do so we need 
to know whence it came and whither it went, and this 
we can only conjecture with more or less confidence. 

To the south the Rochdale-Littleborough road for 
two miles continues the line of the Manchester-Ilkley 
Roman road as laid down by Codrington (Roman 
Roads in Britain, p. 90), is of considerable age (it was 
there in Ogilby's time), occupies the ground likely to 
be chosen by a Roman engineer, and shows very prettily 
the Roman method of laying out in straight lines from 
viewpoint to viewpoint. North of the White House 
there is deep peat for two miles, and this may hide 
anything, then an old track begins along the western 
base of Great Manshead Hill. This soon comes to 
follow a boundary for two miles, partly remade as 
Waterstalls Lane, but with occasional traces of an older 
road alongside. The total length of this nearly straight 
old road is two and a half miles. A very defensible 
piece of ground alongside it and almost exactly half 
way between Manchester and Ilkley is labelled Cob 
Castle on the old Ordnance Survey maps, and there are 
three castle names near by. We must not forget that 
Warburton shows a Roman fort hereabouts, but his 
topography is so inaccurate that we cannot judge 
exactly where he meant to show it. 



NOTES ON A SIXTEENTH 

CENTURY KEIGHLEY MUSTER ROLL 

BY H. I. JUDSON, M.A. 

I
N medieval days armies were composed largely of 

armed retainers, supplemented by men who had 
been outlawed for various offences, as homicide 

and felony, and afterwards pardoned upon condition 
that they entered the King's service. Among such men 
having a local association were Thomas, son of William 
Lostiller (" the Innkeeper ") of Wylesden, who took 
part in the suppression of Wallace's rising, 1 and John, 
son of Stephen of Bradford, who was imprisoned at 
York for causing the death of William the Fuller of 
Bradford. He did not appear at his trial, and was out-
lawed, a sentence which was reversed by the influence 
of Henry de Lascy because the offender had been 
"chosen to serve in Scotland."(') John of Bolling and 
William the Clerk of Bradford, also, are named in the 
very long list of men who received pardons for various 
offences after the fall of Calais, which followed the 
Battle of Creçy in 1346. On the other hand, the list 
of the Skipton contingent, which was made at Titch-
borne Down in Hampshire previous to their departure 
to France, where they fought at Agincourt, was made 
up, to some extent, of the retainers and tenantry of 
Lord de Clifford, together with hired rnen. 4 Although 
the roll is likely to include some Keighley men they 
cannot be identified as such from the fifty men-at-arms 
and 150 archers named in that list. The greater part, 

(1) Patent Rolls, 1303. 
(2) Rolls of Parliament, 1306. 
(3) Crecy Rolls. Public Record Office, London. 
(4) Additional MSS., 24704. British Museum, 

i 
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if not all, of the men serving under Sir Richard 
Keighley (S) (six lances, including himself, and eighteen 
mounted archers) appeal- to have been his Lancashire 
tenants. (6) 

When Henry Viii took an army to France the 
King of Scotland entered England to help the French. 
It fell to the local levies to meet him, and the towns-
people of Keighley and the farmers of the district were 
part of this army. The names given in Keighley: Past 
and Present, by William Keighley, do not entirely cover 
the list of men in the Muster Roll which forms the 
basis of this paper; some families are named in one 
but not in the other. There are Muster Rolls of 
the years 1539 and 1542, but it is not known in'which 

'7 year the Keighley roll was made. In the following 
Muster Roll the names in italics are those of families 
which took part in the Battle of Flodden in 1513. 

Muster of Staynclif comonli called Craven: 
before Thos. Tempest of Bracewell, kt., and 
John Lambert of Calton, Commissioners. 

KITHLEY 

ar. Thos. Clapham, Gent. 

b. John Rawson 
b. Alex. Sugden 

b. Robert Hall 
b. Thomas Laccok 
b. John Raulyn 

hors and hem [i.e., horse 
and harness], 

hors and hem, 
hors, iak [or jack, i.e., a 
padded leather coat 
strengthened with iron 
discs], bill, 

hors, iak, bill, 

hors, iak, salet [much in 
the style of the Ger-
man " steel helmet"], 
hors and hem, 

(5) Sir Richard Ketley in Shakespeare's Henry the Fifth, Act IV, 
Scene VIII. 

(6) Additional MSS., 25459. British Museum. 
(7) Public Record Office reference: E 36, Vol. 34. 
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b. John Wedop, junior 
ar. John Lupton 
ar. William Butterfeld 
b. William Sowdayn 
ar. John Butterfeld 
ar. Robert Butterfeld 
ar. William Lister 
b. John Holmes, junior 
b. John Bothuniley 
b. John Hertley 
b. John Holmes 
ar. William Butterfeld, 

junior 
b. Robert Wilkinson 
ar. Alex. Holmes 
ar. John Butterfeld, 

b. 
b. 
b. 
ar. 
b. 
ar. 

junior 
Richard Elis 
Richard Wedop 
Thos. Sho 
Laurence Jenkinson 
Robert Scot 
Robert Grenehode 

b. Peter Hudson 
b. Geoffrey Shakilton 
b. John Raulyn, junior 
b. Robert Smyth 
ar. Edward Smyth 
1). John Jutson 
b. Cristopher Bawdewyn 
ar. Robert Raulyn 
ar. Richard Lethe 
ar. Thos. Exlay 
ar. John Brighous 
ar. Robert Sugden 
b. John Sugden 
not hable, William Got 
b. Robert Laccok 
b. William Cokroft 
b. John Smyth, sen., 
b. Jamys Cokroft 
h. Robert Denby 
b. John Halay 
b. Richard Smyth 

hors, 
hors, 

hors and bern, 
hors, 

iak, 
bill, 
hors, 
bill, 

hors, 

iak, hors, 
hors, iak, bill, 

bill, 
splente [i.e., iron plates 
curved to fit the arms 
and secured with laces], 

iak, 

bill, •splente, 

iak, salet, 

iak, salet, 
hors, 
splente, 
hors and herneys, 
hors and hem, 
salet, 

iak, 
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ar. Robert Hudson 
b. John Stiele 
b. William Bridge 
b. William Cowper 
b. Henry Ambeler 
b. Thomas Smyth 
b. Cristopher Hird 
not hable, Edward Wryght 
b. Adam Wryght 
b. 
ar. 
b. 
ar. 
h. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
ar. 
ar. 
ar. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
ar. 
ar. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
b. 
ar. 
b. 

Jamys Smyth 
Henry Shae 
Richard Wryghte 
Alex. Wryght 
John More 
Abraham Halay 
Gilbert Haldeworth 
Robert Hudson 
Alan Hudson 
William Hudson 
John Hudson 
Robert Cloghe 
John Clogh 
Edward More 
John Sugden 
Robert Sugden 
Miles Sprott 
John Blakey 
Cristopher Sugden 
Edward Sugden 
John Benelands, senr. 
Gilbert Rawson 
John Benelandes 
John ifell [?] 
John Stell 
Robert Lethe 
John Whelewright 
Sum of liable men: 

archers, 
bilmen, 

of men furnysshed 
of horses 
of iakkes 
of salettes 
of billse 
of splente 

hors and hem, 
salet, 

hors, salet, 

iak, salet, bill, 

iak, salet, bill, 
salet, bill, 

salet, 
iak, 
iak, 

bill, 

hors, 
hors and hem, 
iak, 
hors and hem, 

hors, bill, 
iak, hors, 
salet, 
bill, 

iak, 
iak, 
hors, 

hors, iak, bill, 

hors, iak, bill, 

lxxxij, whereof 
xxvi 
1vj, and 
ix iakke and cote of plate 
xvij [sic] 
xix 
x [sic] 
xv 
iii pars 
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In the Flodden list are several names which do not 
appear in the Muster Roll, amongst which are those 
of John Brigg and Richard Proctor. John Brigg was 
probably the son of the John Brigg who, in 1488, 
acquired twenty-four acres at Calversyke Hill, part of 
the commons of Keighley, from Richard de Kighley, 
lord of the manor. 

In 1506, Henry Keighley, kt., granted to James 
Procter "four acres of land of my waste on the west 
moor of Keighley abutting from the house of Cackle-
shaw [spelt Cackwellshaw] on the south, abutting on 
the King's highway on the north and abutting on the 
Intak of Richard Sharp on the east" for an annual 
rent of twenty pence. In 1593 (35 Elizabeth) Thomas 
Worsley and Elizabeth, his wife, leased Cackwell Shaw 
(messuage, house, pasture, turbary, etc.) to Richard and 
John Procter for twenty-one years for 361i., which was 
followed by a general release from Robert Procter to 
John Procter, of Cackwellshaw, to which Richard 
Moore and Robert Sugden were witnesses. (8) The 
Proctors, like the Sharps and Blakeys, were associated 
with Cackleshaw and Harewood Hill for a considerable 
time. In 1625 Ann Wilkinson, of Summer House, in 
Cowling, released to one Procter her premises at Hare-
wood Hill (her messuage or domus mansionalis, and 
all her enclosures of arable, pasture and meadow), and 
in 1626 he was allowed, by deed of one Blakey, to en-
close " the middle close at Harewoode Hill" with a wall 
or fence. 

• John Blakey of the Muster Roll had a son Thomas 
who, in 1552, was "of Harrot Hill in the township of 
Keighley," and, in what seems to be a marriage settle-
ment, is named together with Elizabeth, daughter of 
John Moor, of the same place, in connection with lands 

(8) Heaton (of Ponden) documents at the Cartwright Memorial Hall, 
Bradford. 
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in Wilsden. 9 

Richard Sharp is evidently the one referred to in 
1506 and in the Flodden list of seven years later. In 
1587 William Sharp, of "Harrodhill in Keighley," was 
an executor of the will of Anthony Fell, yeoman, of 
"Morton Banck." A daughter of William Sharp, late 
of " Harrot Hill, parish of Keighley, deceased," is 
mentioned in West Yorkshire Dceds,'° the date given 
being Aug. 23rd, 1676. 

Edward Moore of the Flodden list appears also in 
the Muster Roll, along with John Moore, who is 
probably the one mentioned above in connection with 
Harewood Hill. Up to 1597 there was also a Richard 
Moore living at Dockroyd. 

Members of the Sugden family were at Flodden, 
and their names are also in the Muster Roll. 
John Sugden, of Hoyle House, held, up to 1580,1 
a messuage and ten acres of land and pasture, 
etc., in Oakworth and Keighley from Edward 
Copley. In 1614 one of the thirty freeholders 
who purchased the manor of Oakworth was Robert 
Sugden, of Newhouse; and Robert Sugden, junior, of 
Hoylehouse, was one of the attorneys for seisin of the 
same. (12) Some of the family lived in the Keighley 
manor; in 1563 John Sugden, of Bracken Bank, and 
Richard Sugden, of the same, are mentioned in West 
Yorkshire Deeds. Others appear in the Poll Tax 
Return of 1379, and previously, in 1354, in the Brad-
ford Court Rolls, when Hugh de Sugden, with two 
others, was charged with attacking John "Abbot" of 
Stanbury and fined 40d. 

(9) From papers of the late Mr W. A. Brigg, of Kildwick Hall, in 
which "p. 44, Guiseley Parish Registers in Keighley Public Library" 
is given as a reference. 

(10) Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society's Local Record Series, 
Vol. 2, p. 23. 

(11) Inquisitiones Post Mortem, 21 Elizabeth. 
(12) Article by Dr. J. J. Brigg in The Bradford Antiquary, New Series, 

Part xxvi. 
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Robert Wright, senior and junior, were at Flodden, 
and four others of the family appear in the Muster 
Roll. John Wright, carpenter, is named in the 13/9 
Poll Tax Return. In 1580 John Wright had five 
messuages in Laycock, and a descendant of his com-
pounded in Charles the First's time to avoid knight-
hood, along with many others of the West Riding. 
The family was also settled at Oldfield, and Anthony 
Wright, of the same, was one of the thirty freeholders 
who purchased Oakworth manor in 1614. 

John Jutson of the Muster Roll is apparently 
descended from the John Jodson of the 1379 Poll Tax 
Return, and a forebear of the John Judson who held 
one-eightieth part of a knight's fee in Keighley by 
military tenure and payment of one penny a year. (13) 
One section of the family, however, was established in 
Bradford by 1240, and spread from there to Haworth 
and Stanbury. 

John, Edward and Robert Rawson were at Flodden, 
and the name appears in the Muster Roll. Richard, 
son of Ralph, is given in the 1379 Poll Tax Return, but 
in 1351 John Raufson is the designation when Richard 
de Keighley at Westminster paid 2011. to William de 
Glasenbroke and Elena, his wife, for the release of 
homage and service of John del Clough, John Raufson, 
Richard de Akeworth and others. (14) The Glasenbrokes 
were well-to-do innkeepers in Keighley, for Elena, then 
apparently a widow, paid 2s. to the 1379 Poll Tax. 
Two of the purchasers of the manor of Oakworth in 
1614 were Robert Rawson and John Rawson, the elder. 

The Clough family appears to derive its name from 
the dough in Oakworth near to Clough House. In 
1336 Thomas del Clogh, of "Akeworth," together with 
Henry and John of "Akeworth" were prosecuted for 
hunting the deer and assaulting the servants of Sir 

(13) Survey of 1631. 
(14) Feet of Fines, 

L 
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Richard de Walys at Cottingley. 15 Three of the family 
are named in the 1379 Poll Tax Return. John Clough 
fought at Flodden, and Miles Clough is shown to have 
held a messuage in Oakworth from Edward de 
Copley at a rent of 6s. 6d. a year, and valued, after 
outgoings, at 26s. 8d. Besides his messuage he had 
two carts (rota gari), twenty acres of arable land, ten 
acres of meadow, six acres of pasture and four acres 
of wood. His heir was his son, William. (16) 

John Clough, of "Okeworth Hall," granted some 
land in Haworth to his son William in 1688, which 
he was holding in 1711.(17) 

The Hudson family is named in the 1379 Poll Tax 
Return, and Robert Hudson was with the Flodden levy. 
Six of the family appear in the Muster Roll, one of 
whom, Alan, had at his death two messuages with-
out tenements (which may mean that the tenants 
supplied their buildings), but with appurtenances, 
twenty acres of arable land, ten acres of meadow and 
ten acres of pasture, which he held of Alvery Copley, 
as of his manor of Oakworth, by military service, and 
were worth 36s. His son, John, was his heir. Robert 
Hudson was one of the purchasers of the manor in 
1614. 

The " Inquisitions " taken in 1580 after death were, 
in many cases, held some years after death took place; 
the year of the death is, therefore, given of some of 
the following. (18) 

Robert Hall, died April 10, 1580. He was possessed 
of two messuages, a fuller's mill, ten acres of land, 
meadow and pasture in Keighley, held of Henry 
Keighley at a yearly rent of 2s. 4d., and worth lOs. 

(15) Calendar of Patent Rolls. 
(16) Inquisitiones Post Mortem, 21 Elizabeth. 
(17) Haworth Manor Court Rolls; Bradford Historical and Antiquarian 

Society's Local Record Series, Vol. III. 
(18) These Inquisitiones Post Mortem at the Public Record Office bear 

the reference number E150, File 266. 
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after outgoings; his heir was his son, William. 

William Lyster held a messuage, with four acres 
of land and pasture, his heir being his son, Benedict. 

John Wright (died July 5, 1576) held five messuages, 
five barns (horrea), forty acres of land, twenty-one 
acres of meadow, thirty acres of pasture, and twenty 
acres of wood in Laycock of Henry Keighley at a rent 
of 30s., and worth, after outgoings, 40s. John Wright 
was his son and heir. 

Robert Beneland (died 1574) held of Hugh Lay-
cock, of Collinghill, yeoman, as of his manor of Exley, 
two messuages, and sixty acres of arable, meadow and 
pasture; his heir was his son, John. 

John Perkinson (died 1529) held two messuages 
and sixty acres of land, pasture, etc., in Keighley of 
the heirs of Henry Keighley (hut previously of the 
heirs of William Plumton). 

John Hall held a messuage and thirty acres of land 
and pasture of the heirs of Henry de Keighley, worth, 
after outgoings, 6s.; his heir was his son Christopher. 

Robert Leathe held a messuage, a barn, and seven 
acres of land, pasture, etc., of Walter Paslew, as of 
his manor of Exley, by military service equivalent to 
one-200th part of a knight's fee, and worth 12s. 

The Subsidy List, 15 Henry VIII,°9 includes five 
of the men above-mentioned: 

VILLAT. i)E KYGHTLEY 

Johe Brygge iij terr: iijii. vjs. viijd. : iijs. ivd. 
Rob. Hudson iij terr: xis. us. 
Thom. Laycocke iij T)ov: vii. ijs. vjd. 
Ric. Wright iij boy: iijli. xviijd. 
Johe Clugh iii boy: iijii. xiijs. ivd.: xxijd. 
Ric. Tutyil iij boy: iiijl'i. ijs. 

Summa huius ville xiijs. ijd. 

(19) Public Record Office reference: E179, 206/110. 



A LOCAL CONVERSATION PIECE 

BY \\T1LFII1) RonEuTsijAw, N.A. 

LAST year a well-known London firm of art 
dealers, Messrs Arthur Tooth and Sons, Ltd., 
acquired the oil painting- reproduced opposite 

from a descendant of the family of Rookes, formerly 
of Royds Hall, Low Moor. The discovery of the 
picture, which was painted by Arthur Devis, is an 
event of much importance to persons interested in local 
biography, for we have in this portrait-group a pictorial 
record of a kind all too rare among the old-time families 
of the Bradford district. Permission to reproduce this 
local historical painting has been given by the firm 
mentioned, and as it seemed desirable that the existence 
of the picture, which may be described as a conversa-
tion piece, should be placed upon permanent record in 
this journal it was thought that a descriptive note to 
accompany the plate would be appropriate. 

The portrait-group shows Edward Rookes Leeds, 
of Royds Hall, with his four daughters. Various local 
publications contain information, some of it anecdotal, 
about "Squire" Rookes, or Leeds; therefore, only a 
brief biographical sketch is given here. Hitherto, there 
has been available only a literary presentation of facts 
and legend by which to assess the character of the man: 
now, by means of a pictorial representation, we are 
better able to form some idea of this locally famous 
figure. 

The son of William Rookes, he was born at Royds 
Hall on March 23, 1714-15. His mother was Mary, 
daughter of William Rodes, of Great Houghton. On 
March 10, 1740-41, he married Mary, daughter and 

I 
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heiress of Robert Leeds, esquire, of North Milford, the 
marriage taking place at St Paul's Cathedral. A con-
dition imposed by the last will of Robert Leeds was 
that if his daughter married her husband should assume 
the name of Leeds; thus Edward Rookes, upon his mar-
riage, added the name of Leeds to and after that of 
Rookes. 

Edward Rookes Leeds, lord of the manors of North 
Bierley and Wibsey, was the last of the Rookes family 
to own Royds Hall, to which he added the east 
wing in 1770. He was a man of great extravag-
ance, and we are told that he became heavily involved 
in debt and that in 1780, five years before his death 
from self-inflicted wounds, he was owing the huge sum 
of 60,000li. 

But there was another side to his character which 
shows him to have been alive to the commercial ex-
pansion which followed in the wake of the Industrial 
Revolution, and in this direction he served his native 
district in a few capacities. He was one of the original 
subscribers for the financing of the Bradford and 
Shipley Canal (branch of the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal), opened in 1774, his contribution being the sum 
of 5001i.; and he was active in the construction of turn-
pike roads in and around Bradford, which were to 
contribute to the development of commerce. The 
"Squire" was owner of land and property in Brad-
ford, and in 1780 he sold land for the formation of the 
street now known as Market Street. He was also 
engaged, with John Jarratt and Abraham Balme, in 
coal mining at Bowling, Horton and Wibsey from 1777 
to 1780.' 

Edward Rookes Leeds died by his own hand at 
North Milford Manor on August 13, 1785, and was 
buried at Wibsey Chapel (now Low Moor Holy Trinity 
Church) five days later. 

1 R. Bretton. Halifax Antiquarian Society Transactions, 1936, p. 188. 
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His marriage to Mary Leeds has been mentioned; 
she made her will on November 1, 1757, and on Novem-
ber 27, 1760, it was proved at York. She was buried 
at Wibsey Chapel. For his second wife he married 
Henrietta, daughter of Sandford Hardcastle, of Wake-
field, by whom there was no issue. The children of 
his first marriage were 

Edward, buried at Kirkby Wharfe, April 18, 1743; 
Mary, born in 1742, married George Walker, of 
'Middlewood Hall, Darfield, and died without 
issue on March 29, 1803; 

Jane, married William Serjeantson, of Wakefield, 
at Bradford on August 16, 1765, and died in 
1768 (buried at Wibsey Chapel) leaving a son, 
William Rookes Leeds Serjeantson, esquire, of 
Camphill; 

Elizabeth, died unmarried in 1763, and buried at 
Wibsey Chapel; 

Ann, married the Reverend Jeremiah Smith, Of 
Woodside, Sussex. 

It will be noticed that the years 1757, 1760 and 1763 
above are italicized; these are significant in determin-
ing the date of the picture, which depicts Leeds' four 
daughters but not his wife. This would suggest 
that the portrait-group was painted between 1760 
and 1763, but it is certain that it was executed 
between 1757 and 1763, the year in which one of the 
four daughters, Elizabeth, died. It is difficult to realise, 
when looking at the quartet of sisters, that not one of 
them exceeded twenty-three years of age. 

An examination of the picture, which measures 
forty by forty-nine and a half inches, reveals much of 
interest to students of eighteenth century English 
social life and costume; in fact, the conversation piece 
may be said to be the mirror of English social history 
in that century of so much elegance and grace. Only 
in comparatively recent times has interest in this type 
of picture been revived and recognition given to it as 
a charming and characteristic production of English 
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art. As a painting the subject of this note may be said 
to be a fine example of the art of Devis, whose render-
ing of landscape, costume and dress accessories is seen 
to such good effect in his conversation pieces, a form 
of art of which he was one of our leading exponents. 

With regard to the landscape scene in the composi-
tion—the river, town in the middle distance, and hills in 

ii the background—attempts to identify it with some 
known local piece of country have been made, but 

r without success. The probability is that the whole is 
a piece of imagination, on somewhat conventional lines, 
on the part of the artist. On the other hand, it is pos-
sible that Devis spent some part of his life journeying 
from one country house to another in pursuit of his 
profession; hence, the number of paintings by him to 

0(1 he found in stately English homes. 

An interesting fact about the composition is that 
the " Squire" occupies a third of the canvas, thus 
accentuating the prominence given to him in the group; 
at the same time one notices that the ease of the 
arrangement of the four sisters gives the canvas a 
feeling of homeliness and sincerity. Devis here makes 
a daring use of the spaces between his figures, and it is 
this spacing that gives the picture a note of 
originality. 

A few remarks may be made about the artist him-
self. Arthur Devis was born at Preston, in Lancashire, 
in 1711. The facts of his life are, unfortunately, still 
unrecorded in art biography, but it is known that he 
was a pupil of Pieter Tillernans, who was born at 
Antwerp in 1684 and some twenty-five years later 
emigrated to England, where he was favoured with the 
patronage of the Duke of Devonshire. Devis was never 
a member of the Royal Academy of Arts, but he be-
came identified with the Free Society of Artists in 1761. 
He died at Brighton in 1787. 
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In concluding this descriptive note the writer desirs 
to thank Messrs Arthur Tooth and Sons, Ltd. for per-
mission to reproduce this valuable local pictorial record, 
and the Council of the Halifax Antiquarian Society 
for the loan of process blocks showing Royds Hall as 
it is to-day, after the excellent work of restoration 
carried out in recent years by the owners, Mr and Mrs 
H. Ellison Sugden. 



THE BOUNDERIES 

OF THE MANNOUR OF ADDINGHAM 1 

Beginin'g at Newstoop at the corner of Wade Holme, 

And so up the Inclosed Lands as the Parish of Addingham 

divides from Ilkley to the Common, And so up the Common 

directly south, to the End of a Hill on the East side of a 

place called Shepherd house, And from thence turns West-

ward, a good space south of the great Cart gate, And so by 

several stones to a place called Doubler stones (An Ancient 

Landmark) from thence to the west side of the Little Nick, 

being betwixt the Little Nick and the Cragg end, And SO 

down the Hill to an Intack wall, where a Bush stood into 

an Intack called Brownbank Intack, And so North-west to 

some Inclosures on the south-west side of Seamer Tarn, 

and down those Inclosures into the Road that leads to 

Megarileys, And so following the way up Wolfa Bank, and 

down the way at the North end of the: said 'Bank and so 

crossing the roads, goes up Jennings Intacks, directly to a 

place called Thief Thorn, And from thence directly East-

wards along the south side of a great hill, to a Stone called 

Vavasour Chair, and so on by the White Well to the upper 

End of Chelcar, And so following the fence down the south 

side of Chelcar to Hagghead, And so on the south side of 

Lobwood and betwixt Lobwood and Farrfield Lands by an 

Ancient Fence, down to the River Wharfe, And so down the 

midstream to where the Bounderies begun. 

(1) The original record, undated, but circa 1750, in the possession of 
.\ír Keith Douglas lord of the manor of Addingham, 
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Whereas by Ordinance of Parliament beareing date 
the 24th Nouember, 1642, The Right Honourable 
Ferdinando Lord Fayrf ax, or whome he shall appoynt 
Treasurer for that purpose, was enabled to engage the 
publique fayth of the Nation, for all such plate, Money, 
Armes and Horses, as shold he voluntarily Lent, or 
raysed for the service of the State in the Northren 
Countyes. 

In pursuance of the said Ordinance, Mr William 
Home, of Tonge, did upon the 29th day of Nouember, 
1642, Lend Twenty pound, for which some of 2011. the 
publique I ayth of this Nation is to be engaged unto the 
abovesaid Mr Home. In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto sett my hand. 

j Cr. Bentley, Treasurer. 

CERTIFICATE 

FOR KIPPING MEETING HOUSE(') 

1689, July 18 (1 William and Mary). Quarter 
Sessions held at Leeds before John Kaye, baronet, 
Michael Wentworth and William Lowther. 

These are to certify whome itt may concerne that 
the house of John Hall of Kippin in Thornton in the 
parish of Bradford . . . is recorded att the abovesaid 
Sessions for a meeteing house for a congregacon or 
Assembly for religious worshipp according to the forme 
of the Statute in that case made and provided. 

(1) Document in the possession of \Irs H. F. M. Tempest, O.B.E., 
Tong Hall, Bradford. 

(2) Certificate lent by Mr H. E, Firth-Franks, Rye, Sussex, 1937. 
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- Jonathan, 336 
  Percivallus, 313 
Weddell, John, 108, 137 
Wells, Prebendary (see Baldock) 
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Wentworth, Guy, 186, 187, 190, 199 
  Michael, 404 
  Thomas, 370 
Westmoreland, Earl of: 48 
West Riding Education Committee 

288 
Wharledale, George, 101 
Wharton, S., 172 
Whelewright, John, 392 
Whip (Whippe), 8 
  Thomas, 5 
Whitaker, 388 
Whitby, Mary, 152, 153 
  William, 152, 153 
Whitehead, William, 142 
Whitehede, James, 42 
Whitley, John, 189 

Margaret, 189 
Whone, Clifford, 263 
Whytaces, George, 92 
Whyxley, Robertus, 313 
Wickham, Mrs., 170, 171 
Widhop (Wedop), John, 391 
  Richard, 391 
  Willms: 313 
Wilkinson (Wilkynson), Ann, 393 
  Francis, 307 
  John, 270, 296, 314 
  Joseph, 381 

Mr., 166 
Nicholas, 75, 82 
Richard, 75, 82 

- Robert, 391 
Willesthorpe, Richard, 187 
William, son of Adam the Smith, 

362, 363 
Williamson, George C., 322, 343 
VTilsden, Richard de see Bradford 

Clergy 
(Wylsindenc), Godfrey de, 361 

Wilson, S. E., 250 
  William, 268 
Windsor, Canon de, 37 
Winstanley, John, 103 
Witherings, Thomas, 162 
Wode, John, 186 
Wood, Butler, 219-225, 250, 286 
  Isaac, 232 
  Jane, 277 
  Joseph, 114 

Wood, Thomas, 340 
  William Hanson, 219 
Woodward, 50 
Woolfall, Mr., 137 
Worsley, Elizabeth, 393 
  Thomas, 393 
Wrathhall, Sarah Helen, 234 
Wrather see Hamond D. 
Wright (Wryghte), Antony, 11, 39 

Alex: 392 
  Edward, 392 

John, 395, 396 
Joseph, 223 

  Richard, 392, 397 
Robert, 395 

  Willms: 313 
\lrroOt H. E., 220 
Wyatt (Wiat), Sir Henry, 192, 193 
Wykeham, William of: 36 
Wynceby, William de see Brad-

ford Clergy 

Yates (Yatis), John, 69 
Yarburgh, Colonel, 52 
York, Archbishop of: 32, 59, 137, 274 

Giffard, 33 
-   Godfrey de Ludlam, 32 
-   Greenfield, 34 

  le Romeyn, 34 
- Wickwane, 33 
  Archdeacon of: 33 
  Joan, Duchess of: see Broun-

flete, Joan 
Prebendary of: 35 

  Treasurer of Cathedral see 
Baldock 

Yorkshire Archæological Soc: 239 
  Dialect Soc: 224, 241 
- Geological Soc: 243 
  Naturalists' Soc: 243 
  Roman Antiquities Soc: 239 
  Soc: for Celtic Studies, 244 
- High Sheriff of: 368 
Yuse see Juse 

Zouche, 193 
- Elionora, 194 
- George, 193, 194 
  John, Sir, 192-194 
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Aberdeen, 233 
Aconbury, 34 
Ackworth, 355 
Addingham, Manour of: 403 
Addingham, Brownbank Intack, 403 
  Chelcar, 403 
  Doubler Stones, 403 

Farrfield Lands, 403 
- Haggheað, 403 
- Jennings Intacks, 403 

Little Nick, 403 
  Lobwood, 403 

Megarileys, 403 
Newstoop, 403 
Seamer Tarn, 403 

  Shepherd House, 403 
  Thief Thorn, 403 

Vavasour Chair, 403 
Wade Holme, 403 

  White Well, 403 
  Wolfa Bank, 403 
Addlebrough, 211 
Adel, 40, 345 
Agbridge, Wappentake of, 227, 229, 

230 
Agbrigg, 69, 369 
Agincourt, 389 
Airedale, 39, 117 
Aire, River, 77, 117, 263, 264, 266, 

269 
Aire Valley, 100 
Aldborough, 238, 258, 370 
Alderscholes, 304 
Alkincotes, 277, 278 

Allerton (Alreton), 31, 61, 71, 76, 
77, 92, 97, 98, 106, 107, 113, 294, 
304, 307, 357, 364, 365, 369, 382 

Allerton Beck, 382 
Hall, 28 

  Road, 73, 75 
Almonðbury (Ambury), 17, 44, 142 
Altofts, 59 
America, 272 
Anstonley, 202 
Antwerp (Andwerpe), 198, 407 
Apperley Bridge, 164, 179 
Appleby, 360 
Appletreewick, 215 
Ardsley, 198 

West (Westardenslawe), 59, 
202 

Arksey, 166 
Arley Stone see Harden 
Armistead, 317 
Aryndeyn, 202 
Ashwell, 65 
Aston Rowen, 371 
Avignon, 35 

Backfield, 381 
Back Shaw, 117, 122 
Badger Gate, 261 
Badsworth, 277 
Baildon, 40, 92, 99, 106, 107, 108, 182 
  Moor, 100 
Bailey Fold, 97 
Bain Valley, 204 

o 
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Bainbridge, 261 
- Buckden Roman Road, 204 

Ilkley Roman Road, 203-217 
  Lancaster Roman Road, 255 
  Overborough Roman Rd., 256 

Stake Fell Roman Road, 210 
Banckhouse, 24 
Bank Newton, 262 
Bank Street, 174 
Barden Beck, 207, 212 
- Scale, 212 

Tower, 207, 212 
Barker Ing, 144, 155 
Barkisland (Barkysland), 162, 202, 

373, 375 
Barkstone, Wappentake of: 227, 229, 

230 
Barnoldswick, 369 
Barnsley, 277 
Bartlett's Buildings, 163 
Batley, 98 
Beacon Hill House, 261 
Bealraper, 367 
Beamsley, 261 
Beauchamp Tower, 267 
Beckwithshaw, 347 
Bedale, '40 
Beecroft Hall, 254 
Beeston, 268 
Bentley, High, 105 
Berkin, 229 
Bewerley, 385 
Bierdole, 65 
Bierley (Birill), 50, 51, 103, 142, 292, 

328, 354,. 381, 399 
- Hall, 237 
Bilbie, 67 
Bilton Hall, 348, 377 
Bingley, 167, 175, 176, 219, 224, 263-

265, 273-276, 290, 296, 300, 301, 
305, 311, 327, 328 
Grammar School, 107, 272, 305 
Parish Church, 274 

Birch-och, 360 
Birk Beck, 91 
Birkenshaw (Birkinshaye), 142, 144 
Birk Rigg, 210 
Birstall (Brestall), 141, 142, 145, 151, 

152, 189, 239, 295, 305, 339, 365 
Black Abbey, 74 
Blackburn, 167, 178 
Blackburnshire, 368 
Black Carr, 91, 93 
Black Shaw Beck, 381 
Blackstone Edge, 386-388 
Blakey House, 120 
Blea Moor, 255 
Blind Beck, 254 

Blubberhouse Moor, 261 
Blue Bell, 311 
Bodleian Library, 124, 132 
Bohemia, 218 
Bolling, 36, 91, 102, 185, 189, 192, 

297, 339, 353, 364, 365, 369 
  Hall, 60, 90, 92, 154, 189, 220, 

222, 293, 297, 302, 308, 349, 362, 
363, 366, 369, 370, 372 

Bolton, 61, 72, 92, 175, 190, 293, 350, 
370, 377 

  Abbey, 207, 264 
  Castle, 261 

Hall, 207 
  Old Hall, 343 
Boroughbridge, 175, 238, 346 
Borrans, 215, 318 
Bounder Hall, 380 
- Hill, 380, 383 
Bowland Fells, 12 
  Forest, 368 
Bowling, 151, 172, 399 
Bowling Green see Bradford 
Bow Shaw, 261 
Bracewell, 93, 297, 366, 367, 378, 390 
Bracken Bank, 394 

Hill, 210 
Bracken Bed, 381 
Brackensgill, 256, 257 
Bradford (Brafford), 12, 30, 33, 37-

42, 47-55, 59, 65-71, 74-79, 90, 95-
100, 103, 107-112, 123, 125, 128, 
134-136, 141, 146-150, 153-155, 
160-180, 189, 194, 219-225, 231, 
234, 242, 247-249, 272, 285, 288, 
289, 291, 294, 297, 299-303, 308, 
309, 311, 314-316, 321-344, 358, 
363-382, 385, 389, 395, 399, 400, 
404 

- Bank Street, 174 
  Banks, 285 
  Beck, 61, 75, 76, 91 
  Bowling Green, 172, 178 

Bridge Street, 175, 219 
Cartwright Memorial Hall, 

135, 162, 163, 164, 174, 219, 223 
225, 344 

Cathedral, 339 
  Central Public Reference 

Library, 224 
  Charles Street, 162 

Children's Hospital, 234 
- Cleckheaton Road, 22 
  Corporation Art Galleries, 219 

220 
  Corporation Museums, 219 

220, 348 
  Corporation Pipe Line, 212 

N'. - - - a..-. - 



Bradford Dale, 91-116, 348, 357, 372, 
Exchange, 174 

  Free School, 75 
  Grammar School, 47-53, 57, 64, 

99, 315 
- Hope and Anchor Inn, 174 

lye Bridge, 325 
  Ivegate, 325, 330 
  Kirk Brigg, 341 
  Kirkgate, 172, 178, 330 
- Kirkgate Wesleyan Chapel, 

285 
Living, 31, 123, 128, 135 

- Mann's Court, 172 
Manor, 36, 61, 349-353, 357, 

363 
Manor Court, 67, 71, 73, 364 
Hall, 164 
Market, 174 
Market Place, 325, 330 

  Market Street, 174, 339 
  Mechanics' Institute, 219, 286 
  Millergate, 168 

Old Post Office Buildings, 174 
Old Workhouse, 231 
Paper Hall, 276 

  Parish Church (Kirk), 30-34, 
42, 55, 71, 105, 110, 173, 291, 303, 
304, 312, 341, 343, 366, 368, 372 

  Parish Registers, 57 
Post Office, 164-180 
Rectory, 37, 137 

  Reference Library, 164 
  Royal Infirmary, 234 
  Silsbridge Lane, 330 
  Star and Garter Inn, 172 

Stott Hill Hall, 160 
  Sun Inn, 175 
  Swan Arcade, 330 
  Swan (Swanne) Inn, 175, 323 

325, 329, 330, 341, 342 
  Swan, Black, 330 
  Talbot Hotel, 155 
  Toad Lane, 174 
  Waddilove Samaritan Hos-

pital, 234 
- Westgate, 177, 325, 326, 330, 

341 
  Wood Street see Millergate 
Bradshaw, 302 
Bradup Beck, 117 
Bramham Westwood, 199 
Bratton Park, 146 
Breck Lane see Manningham 
Bridge House, 385 
Bridges (Bruges), 198 
Bridge Street see Bradford 
Briggate, 70 

Brigg Field, 382 
Brigg Flatts, 251, 258 
Brighouse, 19, 202, 356 
Brighton, 165, 401 
Bristol, 168, 321 
Britain, 69 
British Museum, 312 
  Post Office, 162 
Broad Lane, 383 
Bronte Museum, 221, 242 
Brough, 173 
  Long, 20, 21 
Brougham, 259 
Broughton, 65 
Browbank Intack, 403 
Brownroyd see Manningham 
Bruntcliffe, 70, 71 
Brussels, 124, 130 
Buckden, 203-207, 210, 215 
Buckingham Palace, 154 
Bulford, 234 
Bullgreave, 382 
  Beck, 382 
Bull Royd Sike see Manningham 
Bulmer Wapentake, 29 
Burnley, 102, 167, 234, 372, 373 
Burnsall, 206 
Burton, 202 
Burtree Stubbs, 216 
Bury, 102, 103 
Byland Abbey, 31 

Cackwellshaw (Cackleshaw), 393 
Calais, 389 
Calcaria, 17, 21 
Calder, 69 
Calton, 278, 390 
Calverley, 61, 99, 128, 181-189, 192, 

201, 307, 343, 352, 360, 365, 369 
  Church, 200 
Calversyke Hill, 274, 393 
Cambodunum, 17, 21, 22 
Cambridge (Cambrigge), 24, 99, 123 

St. John's College, 107 
Camel Cross, 8, 310, 384 
Camphill, 400 
Canal, Bradford and Shipley, 399 
  Leeds and Liverpool, 399 
Cannon Hall, 24, 44, 116 
Carlisle, 258, 259 
Carter House, 306 
Cartwright Hall see Bradford 
Castleberg, 252 
  Camp, 260, 261 
  Lane, 252 
Castlehead, 385 
Castleshaw, 17, 20, 21 
Castlestead, 261 
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Cartworth, 202 
Catterick, 259 
Cawthorne, 24, 44, 116 
Chadderton, 115 
Chancery, High Court of, 270 
Chapel House Lodge, 206 
Charles Street, 162 
Chelcar, 403 
Cheldis, 248 
Chellow see Manningham 
- Dean see Manningham 
  Dean Beck see Manningham 
  Height see Manningham 

Lane see Manningham 
Chesewelley, 93 
Chester, 17, 259 
Chesterfield, 165 
Chichester Cathedral, 34 
Chowbent, 32 
Christ Church, 177 
Church Street see Manningham 
Churchway, 71 
Churwell, 150 
City Road see Manningham 
Clapham, 238, 318 
  Common, 252 
Clarkdell Close, 305 
Clayroid see Manningham 
Clayton (Claitone, Cilatton), 73, 91-

93, 96, 102-104, 144, 289-297, 300, 
302-309, 348, 383 

Backfield, 381 
Blackshaw Beck, 381 
Bounder Hall, 380 
Bounder Hill, 380, 383 
Bracken Bed, 381 
Brigg Field, 382 
Broad Lane, 383 
Buligreave, 382 
Buligreave Beck, 382 
Cockroyd Farm, 381 
Coit Yate, 382 
Collop Wood, 382 
Dawson's Grave, 380 
Doughty, 383 
Edge, 306 

  Five Days' Work Close, 381 
  Green, The, 381 
Green Top, 290, 306, 308, 383 

  Hare Clough, 381 
Heights, 306, 308 
Hungerhill Lane, 381 

  Mickle Moss (Mykilmosse), 
296, 302, 305, 380, 383 
Moor Pasture, 382 

  Mountain Farm, 383 
  Neff Lane, 381 
- New Lane, 380 

Clayton, Old Dolphin Inn, 305 
Paddock, The 382 

  Paradise Lane, 382 
  Peat Knop, 380 
  Pit Holes, The, 381, 382 
  Six Days' Work Close, 381 
  Slate Delves, 380 

Smithy Field, 382 
Smithy Houses, 382 

  Soper Lane, 381 
  Speight Clough, 382 
Cleckheaton, 16, 17, 22, 141 
Clifton (Clyfton), 202 
  Common, 19 
Clitheroe, 69, 368 
Clivethoe, 7 
Clock House, 74 
Close Head, 112 
Clough House, 395 
Coat Gappe, 112 
Cob Castle, 388 
Cobden House, 287 
Cockan (Coccon, Cockaigne, Cock-

ayne, Cockin, Cocking, Cockom), 
144, 289, 299, 302, 352, 354, 356, 
379 

Beck, 290 
End, 305 
Edge or Height, 302, 306 

  Lane, 290, 307, 308, 382, 383 
Cockcroft Fold see Harden 
  Mill see Harden 
Cockhill Barn, 216 
Cockroft Sike, 71 
Cockroyd Farm, 381 
Codnor, 193, 194 
Coit Yate, 382 
Coley, 112, 328 
  Hall, 375, 376 
Collinghill, 397 
Collop Wood, 382 
Colne, 1-3, 12, 13, 167, 310, 311 384 

385 
  Manor of: 1, 11, 14 
Copley, 186, 194 
Copt Hill, 303 
Colvend, 216 
Combe Hill, 8 
Combe House, 256 
Conistone, 203, 205, 208, 215 
Coomewell Cross, 8 
Cornwall, 233, 244-248 
Corri Smithy, 308 
Cottam, 45, 46 
Cottingley, 279, 396 
  Moor, 325 
Countersett, 204 
Countyes, Northern, 404 



Cow Close, 204 
Cowhouses see Harden 
Cowling, 234, 268, 311, 393 
Cownall Carr, 194 
Crag Bottom, 384 
Cragðale, 204, 210 
Cragg Hill, 253 
Craven, 248, 313, 317, 390 
  Bank, 317 

Ridge, 317 
  Way, 251-262 
Cravenshire (Cravensire), 29 
Crawhold (Crowhill, Crowhull) 12, 

13 
Cràwstones, 303 
Cray, 204 
Crecy, 389 
Cregileston, 202 
Croft, 300 
Cromwellbottom, 266, 371 
Crosley, 98 
  Hall, 308 
Crossgate see Harden 
Cross Hills, 70, 167 
Cross-sike, 5 
Cross Streets, 318 
Crow Tree Lane, 73 
Cruckleswell see Manningham 
Cullingworth, 176, 268 
Cumberland, 258, 375 
Cumbreworth, 202 
Currer Laithe see Harden 

Dacre, 345, 346, 386 
Daisy Hill see Manningham 

  Lane see Manningham 
Dakwell, 297, 299 
Dalton, 202 
Dangerous Corner, 1, 3 
Darfield, 376, 400 
Darley, 346 
Dawson's Grave, 380 
Deanfield, 2, 5 
Dean's Farm, 19, 22 
Dean House, 93, 105 
Deansike Close, 68 
Dee, River, 257 
Deepdale, 256 
Denaby, 109 
Denbye, 304 
Denholme, 94-111, 237, 306, 364, 369 

Gate, 4 
Dent, 251, 255, 256, 259 
Dentdale, 254, 256, 257 
Derbyshire, 193, 194 
Dere Street, 259 
Devil's Causeway, 386, 388 
Devon, 247 

Devonshire Arms Hotel, 208 
Dewysbury, 202 
Dillicar, 257 
Dockroyd, 394 
Dodgroyds, 76 
Doe Park, 111 
Doncaster, 161, 166, 376, 371 
Donkyrke, 198 
Doubler Stones, 403 
Doughty, 383 
Douglas, Isle of Man, 245 
Dowgill Hall, 346 
Drax, 296 
Drewton, 377 
Driffield, 45 
Drighlington, 19, 22, 142, 149, 150 
Duckworth Lane see Manningham 
Dudley Hill, 70 
Dunningley, 58 
Durham, 276 

Earlsheaton, 142, 147 
Eastburn Bridge, 70 
Easton-Neston, 372 
Eboracum, 21 
Eccleshill (Eccilshill, Ekkylshill), 

41, 142, 181-202, 365, 369 
  Park, 193 
Eldroth, 317 
Eldwick, 219 
Elland, 357 
Eller Carr see Harden 

  Wood see Harden r 

Elmsall, North, 370 
Elsiack, 262 
Emleye, 202 
Emmott Moor, 2 
England, 39, 198, 233, 264, 321, 322, 

390, 401 
Erringden, 113 
Esholt (Eshall), 44, 107 
- Nunnery, 31, 38 
Everton, 376 
Exley, 397 

Fair Gapp, 67 
Fairweather Green, 74 
Fall Top, 306 
Farfield Hall, 208 
Farnley, 48, 196 
- Tyas, 300 
Farrbarkhouse, 147, 149 
Farrfield Lands, 403 
Farsley, 181, 183-187, 189, 369 
Featherstone, 123 
Fell House Hotel, 256 
Ffulstowe, 202 
Ferrybridge, 164 



Fields see Manningham 
Fishwick, 98 
Five Days' Work Close, 381 
Flappit, 385 
Flete Prison, 42 
Flinter Gill, 256 
Flockton, 202 
Flodden Field, 368, 390, 394-396 
Fold, The, 114 
Foldshaw Ridge, 261 
Fort, The, 346 
Fountains Abbey, 346, 385 
Four Lane Ends see Manningham 
France, 40, 193, 198, 389, 390 
Frizinghall (Frisingall, Frizengill), 

68, 72, 74 
Fyxbye, 202 

Gainsborough, 124, 129 
Gargrave, 167 
Garth, The, see Manningham 
Gascony, 35 
Gateland, 68 
Gawber, 255 
Gawthrop, 256, 257 
Germany, 123 
Gibbeter, 261 
Giggleswick, 317, 318 
-i--- Church, 317 
Glasgow, 245 
Goitstock see Harden 
Golden Lion Inn, 175 
Gomersal, Great, 329 
Gracious Street, 346 
Grantham, 24 
Grassington, 215-217, 220 
Gray's Inn, 109, 129, 267, 268, 277 
Great Houghton, 371 
Great Lowe, 310 
Great North Road, 164, 165 
Greenhill, 191, 279 
Greenspott, 68 
Green, The, see Clayton 
----- Top see Clayton 
Grime House, 56 
Grouse Inn, 384 
Grymston, 196 
Guiseley (Giesley), 160, 218 

Haburgh, 40 
Hadeistone see Harden 
Hadelton see Harden 

Broc see Harden 
Hagghead, 403 
Hague, East, 276 
Hag Wood, 206 
Hainworth see Harden 
Hainworth Shay, 117 

Halifax (Halyfax), 29, 69, 90, 98, 102, 
103, 112-114, 162, 165, 166, 168, 
175, 194, 202, 270, 272, 289, 290, 
294-305, 308, 357, 370, 373, 382. 

  Church, 202 
Hallas or Hallows, 98 
Hailfield Crosse, 67 
Halton East, 207 
Hamelake, 182 
Hampshire, 389 
Hanging Stone, 3 
Hardcastle Garth, 346 
Harden (Hardene), 122, 263-266, 307, 

308 
- Arley (Early) Stone, 70, 263, 

266, 269 
- Beck, 70, 263, 266, 269 
  Bcckfoot, 264, 269, 271, 279 

Brow, 284 
  Cockcroft Fold, 269, 280, 281 
  Cockcroft Mill, 281, 284 

Cowhouses, 269 
- Crossgate, 269, 271, 273, 276, 

284 
  Currer Laithe, 121, 122, 268, 

270, 284 
  Eller Carr, 268, 270 
  Eller Carr Wood, 208 
  Farnley Cragg see Arley 

Stone 
  Goitstock, 281 
- Grange, 266, 268, 271, 275, 327 
  Hadeistone (Hatelstone, 

Hathelstone) see Arley Stone 
- Hadelton (Hagelton), 263, 264 

265 
  Hadelton Broc, 264 
  Hainworth (Hagenworth), 

263, 266, 283 
  Hill End, 283 
  Hill Top, 280 

Jackfield, 274, 275, 283 
  Lum Hirst, 268, 270 
  Lum House, 282 

Manor of: 263-284 
  Marley, 266, 274, 279 
  Marley Banks, 7, 269, 272 273 

280, 283, 284 
Marley Hall, 120, 276, 283 

  Marley Valley, 120 
Mere Broc, 264 
Miðgram Beck, 269 

  Ravenroyd, 269, 275, 276 
Royds, 56 

  Roydiield, 271, 282 
- Spring. The, 284 
- Sunderland Stoups, 283 



xxiv 

Harden, Whitecotes, 268, 270, 276, 
277, 282 

- Wood, 263, 264 
Hare Clough, 381 
Harewood Hill (Harewoode, Har-

rot, Harrod), 393, 394 
Harrow, 234 
Hartshead (Hertyshead), 202 
  Moor, 19 
Hartwith, 346 
Hatton Gardens, 163 
Hawcaster, 21 
- Rig, 19 
Hawes, 255 
Hawkesworth, 100, 237 
Haworth, 4, 6, 15, 31, 41, 74, 92, 94, 

113, 161, 177, 221, 224, 263, 264, 
277, 284, 311-315, 385, 395, 396 

  Brow Moor, 3 
  Parsonage, 242 
Hayle, 233 
  Foundry, 249 
Hazelhurst Brow, 76 
Headley in Bradford Dale (Heath 

leye), 2, 91-116, 298, 303 
Upper (le Over), 92, 93 
Lower (le Nether), 92, 93 

Heath (Hethe), 327, 369 
  Common, 90 
Heaton, 60, 65, 76, 366 
- Common, 64, 76 
  Fields, 17 
  Moor, 59, 74, 325 
  Road, 64, 65, 72 
Hebden, 216 
Heber Plantations, 206 
Heddon see Yeadon 
Hedleshaw, 17 
Heiks, 256 
Hellifield, 69 
Heiwith Bridge, 253, 254 
Heptonstall, 113, 202, 312 
Hepworth, 202 
Herders' Inn, 8 
Herefordshire, 34 
Heuenwatersheddinge see Water• 

sheddles 
Hewenden, 311, 385 
Heyfield, 300 
Heyton Castle, 375 
Heywood's Meeting House, 329 
High Force, 210 
High Paley Green, 251, 318 
High Rig, 317 
High Street see Manningham 
Hill Top Farm, 384 
Hipperholme (Hipprom, Hypper-

holme), 202, 287, 288, 370, 375 

Hoddesden, 98 
Holbourne, 163 
Hole Bottom, 306 
Holland, 112, 124, 130 
Holling (Hollinge) Park, 108, 109, 

112 
Holme (Hulm), 141, 202, 258 
  House, 284 

Lacey, 34 
  Lane, 141, 149 
Hope, 99, 100, 103, 107 
  Hill, 100 
Hope and Anchor Inn, 174 
Horburye, 202 
Horsforth, 44, 201, 218, 337, 367 
  Hall, 115 
Horton, 61, 66, 68, 101, 115, 151, 172, 

248, 293, 358, 360, 361, 369, 371, 
375, 376, 381, 399 

Great, 238 
  Little, 155, 228, 358 
  in Ribblesdale, 254 
Houghton, Great, 398 
House at the Spot see Manningham 
How Beck, 119 
Howgill Lane, 258 
Howroyde, 375 
Hoyle House, 394 
Huddersfield, 90, 221 
Hungerhill Lane, 381 
Hukermire Moss, 211 
Hull, 165, 175, 178, 285, 343, 371 
Hunsingore, 148 
Hunter Bank, 252 
Huntwick, 129, 139 
Hurstwells, 297-299 
Hyemore, 88 

Ickornshaw, 12 
Idle, 99, 148, 154 
  Chapel, 113 
Iknield Street, 69 
Ilkley, 221, 251, 258, 259, 261, 262, 

318, 387, 388, 403 
- Bainbridge Roman Road see 

Bainbridge 
Ing, Great Broad, 300 
  Little; 300 
  Nicholl's, 383 
  The, 381 
  The Low, 382 
Ingleton, 255 
Inskipp, 319 
Ireland, 124, 130, 321, 322 
Islington, 50 
lye Bridge see Bradford 
Ivegate see Bradford 
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Jackfield see Harden 
Jennings Intacks, 403 
Jesus College, 123 
Jordan Lane, 258 

Katherine Hall, 55 
Keighley (Kigheley, Kighley, 

Kithley), 1, 2, 12, 14, 15, 38, 58, 
70, 169, 175, 176, 224, 263, 272, 
275, 311-316, 384, 389-397 

  Parish Church, 270 
Kellington, 360 
Kendal, 70, 167, 259, 323-325 
Kent, 322 
Keresforth Hill, 300 
Kettlewell, 205, 215 
Kex Beck, 261 
  Gill Moor, 261 
Kidstone Ridge, 10 
Kildwick, 12, 167, 275-277, 312, 313, 

315 
  Hall, 316, 394 
Killinghall, 347 
Kilnsey, 382 
  Burnsall Road, 206 
King Arthur's Territory, 248 
Kinges Hye Strete see Manningham 
  Highway see Manningham 
Kings Lynn, 46 
Kipping, 28, 404 
  Meeting House, 404 
Kirk Bank, 206 
Kirk Brigg, 341 
Kirkby Lonsdale, 167 
  South, 130, 277 
  Wharf e, 400 
Kirkgate see Bradford 
Kirklees, 299, 300, 304 
Kirk Sandall, 376 
Kirkstall, 142 
- Bridge, 172 
  Convent, 142 
Kirk Steelehole, 76 
Kittle Point Beck, 19, 22 
Knaresborough, 346, 347, 348, 377 
Kypax, 191 

Lake District, 173, 221, 258 
Lambsp ring, 123 
Lancashire, 1, 6-9, 11, 15, 103, 311, 

367, 370, 371, 386, 401 
Lancaster, 259 
  Duchy of: 1, 6, 11, 57, 77, 96, 

226, 349, 368, 371 
Laneshaw (Langshaie, Longshawe) 

Beck, 3, 12, 13 
Langbar Road, 261 
Langcliffe, 252 

Langfield (Langefeild), 202, 300 
Langley, 362, 378 
Lanhydrocke, 249 
Laverock Hall, 385 
Law (Low) Arbor, 3 
  Armshaw, 3 

Great, 2-10 
  Two, 1-7, 14 
Lawkland, 317, 318 

Green, 318 
Laycock, 395-397 
Leaning Stone see Watersheddles 

Cross 
Lechford, 369 
Leeds (Leides), 29, 51, 53, 54, 58, 

69, 73, 90, 164, 165, 168, 171, 175-
179, 181, 187, 194, 196, 218, 311, 
345, 355, 373, 374, 377, 404 

  Parish Church, 374 
St. John's Church, 374 
University, 245 

Lees, 2 
Leicester, 36, 37 
Lesskarch (lc skar), 12 
Levens Hall, 347 
Leventhorpe (Lewynthorpe), 296, 

349, 350, 360, 361, 378 
- Mill, 382 
Lever, Great, 12 
Leylands Lane see Manningham 
Lidget Beck, 382 

Green, 219 
  Yate, 308 
Lilycroft see Manningham 
Limbergh (Limber Magna), 40 
Linton-Grassington Road, 206 

Parish Church, 220 
Lincoln, 24, 124, 130, 162 

Castle, 129 
Lincoln's Inn, 32, 99, 108, 374 
Lincolnshire, 40, 367 
Lister Park see Manningham 
Littleborough, 386, 388 
Little Bower Royd, 66 
Little Nick, 403 
Liverpool, 153, 175 
Liversedge, 59, 182 
Lob Scar, 208 
Lob Wood, 403 
Lombard Street, 162 
London, 34, 99, 109, 110, 113, 124, 

131, 137, 144, 145, 152-154, 162 
164, 173, 175, 176, 178, 179, 199, 
236, 281, 283, 325 

  Record Office, 1 
  Tower of: 267, 270 
Long Bridge, 385 
Long Brough, 20, 21 
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Long Lee, 122 
Long Preston, 251, 252, 258, 259, 

317, 318 
Lonsdale, 258 
Lower Lane, 67 
Low Moor, 88, 142, 398 
  Holy Trinity Church, 399 
- Ironworks, 173 
Lum Hirst see Harden 

  House see Harden 
Lumb Lane see Manningham 

Maiham Tarn, 69 
Mamucio, 21, 22 
Man, Isle of: 115, 245 
Manchester, 21, 139, 152, 175, 178, 

387, 388 
  Ilkley Roman Road, 117 
Ianningham (Manninggam), 42, 57-

89, 152, 172, 232, 248, 305, 315, 
332, 340, 376 

  Ashwell, 65 
  Beck, 76 
  Bierdale, 65 
  Black Abbey, 74 
  Breck Lane (Breckyate, 

Brekzhate), 64, 65, 69, 71-75, 
340 

  Brownroyd (Browneroide, 
Browne Royde), 66, 72, 75 

  Bull Royd Sike, 61, 71, 73, 75, 
76 

  Cemetery Road see Thieves-
core Lane 

  Chellow, 366 
  Chellow Dean, 61, 73, 76 
  Chellow Dean Beck, 71 
  Chellow Height, 70, 76, 237, 

238 
  Chellow Lane, 74 
  Church Street, 72, 74 
  City Road, 64, 71 
  Clayroid, 66, 67 
  Clock House, 74 
  Cockcroft Sike, 71 
  Common, 60, 64, 66, 73 
  Crow Tree Lane, 73 
  Cruckleswell (Crookewells), 

67, 68 
  Daisy Hill, 60, 64, 73, 75 

  Lane, 64, 73 
  Deansike Close, 68 
  Dodgroyds, 76 
  Duckworth Lane, 64, 72, 73 
  Fair Gapp, 67 
  Fields, Breckes, 61, 64, 65, 72, 

82, 86, 87, 88 
- Fields, Chellow, 76 

Manningham Fields, Clyff, 61, 
79-85 
  High, 61, 64, 75, 79, 

81-86, 88 
- Lyngie (Ling), 56 
- - Maggot Ings, 66 

  Middle, 61, 64, 81, 82, 

Old Manningham, 61, 
64,65, 76, 79, 81, 84, 88 

Panewell (Pinwell), til 
64, 65, 67, 79-85 

South, 61, 66 
West, 61, 65, 76, 79, 

Whetley (Whitley), 61 
65, 75, 79-84, 88 

  Four Lane Ends, 71, 73, 75 
Garth, The, 66, 72, 74 
Gateland, 68 

  Greenspott, 68 
  Halifield Crosse, 67 

Hazelhurst Brow, 76 
  High Street, 69, 70, 73, /4 
  House at the Spot see Spotted 

House 
-. Hyemore, 88 

Kinges Hye Strete, 65, 69-72 
King's Highway, 70 

  Kirk Steelehole, 76 
  Lane, 72, 74 
  Leylands (Lillands), Lane, 74, 

169 
Lilycroft (Lilliecroft, Lillye 

Crofte, Lillyncrof), 66, 71, 74, 
75 

  Lilycroft Road, 64, 65, 66, 72 
Lister Park, 61, 62 
Little Bower Royd, 66 
Lower Lane, 67 

  Low More, 88 
Lumb Lane, 64, 72 
Newdamehead (Newdam-

head), 61, 71, 74 
  North Park Road, 72 

Oak Lane, 72 
  Old Globe Inn, 232 
  Panewell (Pinwell), 65 

Pearson Lane, 71-73, 75 
Poor Lands, 232 
Sainct Katherine Close (Cat 

tering Close), 66 
Shaw Sike, 76 
Skinner Lane, 74 
Smith Lane, 64, 73 

  Spotted House, 68 
  Squire Lane, 64, 73 

Stoope, 67, 74 
- Theevesfoore (Thievesccre), 

74 

84 
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Manningham, Thievescore Bridge, 
73,75 

Lane, 73, 75 
  Toiler (Towier) Lane, 65, 69, 

74, 76, 169, 211 
  Victor Road, 72, 75 

West Park Road, 71, 73 
Whetley, 152, 376 

- Greene, 68 
Hill, 325 

  - Lane, 64, 65, 72, /5 
- White Abbey, 176 

Road, 65, 69 
Mann's Court, 172 
Manshead Hill, Great, 388 
Market Street see Bradford 
Marley see Harden 
Marston Moor, 374 
Marton, East, 69 
Masham, 48 
Mayroid, 113, 115 
Meanwood, 19 
Megarileys, 403 
Menston, 248 
Mere Broc, 264 
Merwell, 298, 299 
Mickle Moss see Clayton 
Middlewood Hall, 400 
Midgley (Mydgeley), 91, 202 
Midgram Beck, 269 
Mile House, 205 
Milford, North, 399 
Mill Beck, 257 
Millergate, 168 
Milnecliffc, 315 
Milneholme, 315 
Mirfield, 142 
Mixenden, 296, 302, 305 
Monk Bridge, 69 
Moorcock Inn, 386 
Moor Gate, 120, 121 
- Houses, 305 
- Town, 19 
- Pasture, 382 
Morley (Moreley) 39, 195, 229 
- Carr, 142 
- Wappentake of: 227, 229, 230, 

362, 378 
Morton, 28 
- Banks (Banck), 277, 394 

West, 394 
Moss Carr, 122 
Mountain Farm, 383 
Myton, Battle of: 39 

Neff Lane, 381 
Netherside Hall, 206 
Netherton, 229 

Netherwood, 195 
Newall Hall, 237 
Newark College, 37 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 171 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, 32 
Newdamehead see Manningham 
New England, 68 
Newhouse, 111 
New Lane, 380 
Newsholme, 69, 282 
News toop, 403 
Newton Kyme, 20 

Wallis, 355 
Nidd, 70 
Nidderdale, 345, 347 
Noon Nick, 70 
Normonton, 202 
Northamptonshire, 372 
North Cave, 377 
Northowram, 112, 114, 202, 298, 300, 

329, 380, 381 
North Park Road, 72 
Norton, 33 
Nostell, 191, 378 
  Priory, 91, 129 
Nottingham, 67 
Notton, 229 

Oak Lane, 72 
Oakwell, 142, 145 
  Hall, 144 
Oakworth (Akeworth, Ockworth, 

Okeworth), 1-7, 10, 13, 15, 58, 
310, 384, 394-396 

- Hall, 396 
  Manor, 1, 2, 11, 14 
- Moor, 2 
Ogden, 227 
Old Dolphin Inn, 305 
Oldfield, 384, 385, 395 
Old Globe Inn, 232 
Old Mill Lane, 216 
Oldsnap Clough, 2 
Onion Clough see Wynnietts Nick 
Osgodcrosse, Wappentake of: 226, 

229, 230 
Ossett, 202 
  Street, 69 
Otley, 41, 100, 218 
Outwood, 195 
Ovenden (Ovendeyn), 69, 92, 202, 

297 
Overborough, 252, 256, 258, 318 
Owlcotes, 143 
Owston, 356, 377 
Oxenhope, 7, 92, 102, 103, 351, 353, 

365, 369, 373 
Oxford, 50, 99, 123, 124 



Oxfordshire, 369, 371 

Pan ewell, 65 
Paddock, The, 382 
Padiham (Padiam), 111, 167 
Paradise Lane, 382 
Park House, 103, 142 
Parlington, 199 
Pasley Holmes, 56 
  House, 56 
Pateley Bridge, 261, 345, 385 
Pearson Lane see Manningham 
Peat Knop, 380 
Pennines, 326 
Pikedley (Pykedley), 95, 307 
Pinch Beck, 91 
Pineberry, 306 
Pit Holes, The, see Clayton 
Plymouth, 165 
Ponden, 393 
Popeley, 295, 365 
Pontefract (Pontefracte, Pomfret), 

36, 42, 123, 128, 129, 133, 183, 
192, 226-230, 335, 355 
Deanery, 29 

Presthorpe, 185, 186 
Preston, 103, 401 
  Patrick, 342 
Priesthorpe Green, 182 
Pudsey (Pudsay), 143, 184, 186, 187, 

189, 368 
Purston Jaglin, 69 

Queensbury, 115, 237, 290, 296, 306 
Queenshead, 290 
Queen's Street, The, 251 
Querneby, 202 
Quernmore Forest, 368 

Rakeswood, 204 
Rastrick, 17, 24, 202 
Ravenroyd see Harden 
Rawthey, River, 251, 257, 258 
Redshaw Gill, 261 
Reedshaw Moss, 30 
Revey Hill, 101 
Ribble, 251, 253 
Ribblehead, 255 
Ribblesdale, 69, 106, 252, 318 
Ribchester, 251, 258, 259, 262, 318 
Ribston, 148 
Riddings, 207 
Riddlestone, 107, 119, 120, 266, 267, 

270, 273, 279, 283 
  Hall, 119 
Ridstone (?) Ridge see Kidstone R. 
Rievaulx Abbey, 64, 264, 265, 266, 270 
Ripley Church, 238 

Rishworth (Rysheworth), 202, 279 
Rochdale, 175, 388 
Roche, 190, 191 
Rode, 299 
Rome, 130 
Roman Fort (Cleckheaton), 18, 20, 

23 
Roman Roads, 69 
  Bainbridge-Ilkley, 203-217 
  Chester-Slack, 17 

Manchester-Ilkley, 117-122 
Tadcaster-Ilkley, 23 

  York-Carlisle, 251-262 
Rooley Hall, 237 
Rose Cottage, 220 
Round Hill Wood, 120 
Royal Academy of Arts, 401 
Roydfield see Harden 
Royds see Harden 
Royds Hall, 398, 399, 402 
Royston, 277 
Ryecroft (Ricroft), 141-159, 315 

St. Andrews, 46 
St. Clement's Chapel, 355 
St. Elwyn, 233 
St. Erth, 249 
St. Giles in the Fields, 109 
St. Ives, 15, 113, 269, 277, 283, 284, 

308 
St. James' Square, 163 
St. John's College, Cambridge, 107 
Sainct Katherine Close 

see Manninghani 
St. Oswald, 33, 191 
St. Paul's Cathedral, 399 
St. Sitha's Chapel, 247 
St. Winnoc, 249 
Salisbury, 35, 36 
- Plain, 234 
Saltpie, 248 
Sanaber Beck, 318 
Sandal (Sandall, Sandel), 190, 202 

Castle, 369 
  Park, 368 
Sandbeds, 306 
Sandiforde Syke, 12 
Sawkland see Lawkland 
Scarlet Heights, 306 
Scar Street, 215, 216 
Scharleston, 379 
Scholes (Scoles), 2, 19, 20, 290, 306, 

383 
  West, 298 
Scholebrook (Scolebruk,. Sculabroc) 

142 
Scholtre Myres, 195 
School Green, 290 



Scilly (Sylly), Isle of: 124, 130 
Sciracke, Wappentake of: 227, 229, 

230 
Scolemore, 375 
Scotland, 46, 198, 389 
Scotton, 346, 347 
Seacroft, 229 
Seamer Tarn, 403 
Sedbergli, 251 
Selside, 254, 255 
Semmerwater, 204, 210 
Settle, 164, 171, 238, 251, 252, 258, 

318 
Sharket Head, 306 
Shaw Head, 3 

Sike, 76 
Shayfield (Shawfield), 146 
Shelf (Shelf), 202, 381 

Brook, 297, 300 
Shelley, 202 
Shepherd House, 403 
Shepley, 202 
Shipden, 300, 304 
Shipley, 41, 56, 99, 176 
  Glen, 223 
Shottyate, 304 
Silsbridge Lane, 330 
Silsden, 70, 275 
Six Days' Work Close, 381 
Skinner Lane, 74 
Skipton, 39, 65, 69, 166, 167, 171, 172, 

258, 259, 312-315, 325, 389 
Castle, 275, 276, 313, 314 

- Parish Church, 275 
- Street, 69 
Skircote (Skircoat), 194, 202, 268 
Slack, 17, 21, 256 
Slate Delves, 380 
Sledmere, 45 
Smith Lane see Manningham 
Smithy Field, 382 
  Houses, 382 
Snelsins, 17, 20-23 
Snydale, 355 
Soil Hill, 296 
Soper Lane, 381 
Sowerby (Sourby), 111, 113, 114, 

202, 268, 271, 304 
- Hall, 115 
Soythyll, 202 
Speight Clough, 382 
Spen River, 20 
  Valley, 19, 20, 58, 224 
Spotted House see Manningham 
Spring, The, 284 
Spring Head, 306 
Springwells, 300 
Squire Lane see Manningham 

Soughe Head, 8 
Stackgarth, 347 
Staincliffe Wapentake (Staynclif). 

29, 390 
Stainforth (Stone Ford), 252, 253 
Stainmore, 259 
Stake Fell, 210 

Moss, 204, 211 
Stalling Busk, 204 
Stanbury, 2, 7, 15, 16, 316, 394, 395 
Staneley, 202 
Stanfield, 113 
Stansfield, 202 
Staple Inn, 109 
Star and Garter Inn, 172 
Starbotton, 205 
Staynecross, Wappentake of: 228-

230 
Staynland, 202 
Stead Farm, 147 
Steeton, 70 
Stonegate Road, 19 
Stoney Edge, 10 
Stonyhurst, 367 
Stott Hill Hall, 160 
Street, 70 

The, 69, 70 
  Gap Farm, 71, 73 

Lane, 69, 70, 261, 384, 385 
Street-thorpe, 376, 377 
Stubble, Little, 300 
Stnsteads, 17, 19 
Summer House, 393 
Sunderland, 317 

Stoups, 283 
Sun Inn, 175 
Sussex, 124, 131, 133, 400 
Swaindrod Lane, 386 
Swan, The White, 330 

Inn see Bradford 
Swinton, 48, 49 

Tadcaster, 19, 21, 164, 175, 258 
Taitlands, 252 
Talbot Hotel, 155 
Teesdale, Upper, 225 
Thames, 134 
Thief Thorn, 403 
Thievescore see Manningham 
Thorner (Thornouer, Thornour) 

181, 184, 354-357 
Thornhill, 99, 192 
- Lees, 142 
Thorns, 297 
Thornton, 28, 71, 73, 91-93, 96, 97, 

102-115, 237, 290, 291, 294 296-
299, 306, 312, 352, 357, 360 361 
364, 368-373, 378, 380, 382, 383: 



Thornton Becke, 308, 382 
  Chappell, 109, 111 

Hall, 103, 104, 115 
  in Craven, 102 

Mime, 104 
  Moor, 91 
  Old Road, 74 
  Road, 64, 70, 73 
Thorpe, 99, 190 
Threshfield, 216, 220 
Thriberg, 110 
Thruscross, 261 
Thurstonland, 202 
Thwaites, 274 
- Brow, 117, 122 
Thwong, 202 
Tickhill, 369 
Tintagel, 245 
Titchborne Down, 389 
Toad Lane, 174 
Tockwith, 307 
Todwick, 110 
Toiler Lane see Manningham 
Tong, 70, 141-159, 305, 404 

Chapel, 148, 151 
Hall, 70, 148 

  Manor, 148 
  Street, 141 
Tournay, 368 
Towednack, 249 
Tower Hill, 50 

The, 133 
Town Bridge, 308 

Hamlet, 308 
- Head, 252 
- Steads, 19 
  Street, 70 
Trawden, Forest of: 1 
Treorchy, 245 
Trinitye Colledge, 24 
Truro, 245 
Turneweil, 299 
Two Laws, 310, 384 
Tyersal (Tiresall), Gate, 151, 299 
Tyrrels (Turles), 358 

Uncra, 119, 120 
Undercliffe Cemetery, 288 

Vavasour Chair, 403 
Viewes (?) see Yews 
Victor Road see Manningham 

Waddington, 367 
Hall, 372 

Wade Holme, 403 
Wadlands (Wodelandys), 181, 182, 

184-190, 193, 365, 369, 370 

Wadlands Chapel, 188 
Wadsworth, 113, 202 
Wakefield, 58, 70, 98, 146, 152, 190, 

192, 195, 196, 199, 221, 267, 68, 
325, 327, 328, 335, 367, 368, 369, 
371, 400 

- Court, 62 
- Deanery, 29 
  Manor of: 202 
Wales, .322 
Walton, 202 
Ward's End, 261 
Warley, 202 
Warmsworth, 376 
Warrington, 102 
Washburn, 261 

Valley, 305 
Watersheddles (VVatersheadles) 

Cross, 6, 9, 10, 12-14, 310 
  Grene, 8 
- Reservoir, 1, 5 
Waterstalls Lane, 388 
Water Street, 215, 216 
Wellcroft, 147, 300, 303 
Wentbridge, 183, 229 
Westcoll see Scholes, West 
West End Park, 19 
West House, 251 
Westminster, 395 
Westmorland, 323, 324, 342, 368 
Weston, 100 
West Park Road see Manningham 
Westy Bank Wood, 207 
Wetherby, 175 
Whalley, 3, 4, 9, 11, 12 
  Abbey, 4, 8, 12, 266 
Wharf e, 20, 205, 208, 403 
Wharfedale, 69, 203, 205, 212, 215 
Wheatley, 327, 377 
Whernside, 251 
Whetley (Green, Hill, etc.), see 

Manningham 
White Abbey see Manningham 
Whitechapel, 281 
- Lane, 19 
Whitecotes see Harden 
Whitehall, 134 
White House, 386, 388 
White Swan Inn, 175 
White Well, 403 
Whitkirk, 190 
Wibsey, 142, 302, 312, 399 
Wilsden (Wilsidene, Wylesden), 21, 

76, 92, 98, 176, 265, 275, 369, 389, 
394 

- (Wilston) Lee, 296 
Wiltshire, 237 
Winchester Cathedral, 46 



Winchester Jail, 124, 130 
Windhill, 99, 332 
Windsor Castle, 133 
Wine Beck, 208 
Winskill, 252 
Winterscales, 255 
Winwick, 102 
Wiswall, 268 
Wold, Great, 251 
Woldalc, 202 
Wolfa Bank, 403 
Wolfstones ('Woolstones), 2, 3, 12, 

13 
Wood and Walker's Factory School 

219 
Wood Church, 59 
Wood End, 216 
Woodhouse (Wodhouse), 24 
Woodkirk, 59 
Woodside, 400 
Wood Street, 168 
Woolley Park, 199 
Worcester, 129 
Worth River, 263, 266 
  Valley, 385 
Wragby, 123, 128, 129, 139 
Wrose, 99 
Wycoller Causeway, 3-13, 310, 311, 

384, 385 

Wycoller Pasture, 8, 13, 14 
Wycombe, 166, 167 
Wyke, 70, 142 
Wynniett's Nicke, 4 
  Clough, 6 

Yarmouth, 165 
Yeadon, 160 
Yews, 302 

Green, 290, '298, 306 
Yew Tree, 341 
York, 17, 19, 21, 35, 37, 54, 59, 109, 

123, 150, 161, 164, 165, 171, 175, 
178, 183, 188, 251, 258, 259, 268, 
275, 301, 303, 331, 343, 364, 366, 
373, 374, 389, 400 

- Castle, 43, 282, 347 
Minster Library, 307 

  Priory of Holy Trinity, 40 
Yorkshire, County of: 1, 6-9, 11, 14, 

28, 29, 33, 42, 59, 133, 154, 192, 
222, 224, 226-230, 239, 241, 247, 
258, 311, 322, 367, 368, 371, 372, 
377, 386 

  Dales, 225 
- East Riding, 377 
  West Riding, 38, 59, 68, 69, 

194, 239, 241, 247, 275, 372 
- Wolds, 45 



Bradford 

Hišìorical & Antiquarian Society 

FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

1933 

THE Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
have pleasure in presenting the Fifty-fifth Annual Report, for the 
year ended September 30th, 1933. 

Mr. Francis V. Gill retires from the office of President, and in 
accordance with custom he has been elected a Vice-President. 
His successor in the presidential chair is Mr. Ernest Cummins, J.P., 
who has been a useful and enthusiastic member of the Council 
during the last two years. Owing to the fact that the programme 
of the Society's activities has grown considerably in recent years, 
it has been decided to relieve the Honorary Secretary of certain 
duties, and consequently to appoint a separate Honorary Lectures 
and Excursions Secretary. The first holder of this office is Mr. 
F. V. Gill, who has a wide knowledge of ancient buildings in the 
county and of persons best fitted to lecture to the Society. All 
other officers have been re-elected. 

The undermentioned ladies and gentlemen have been enrolled 
as members during the year:—Mrs. A. S. Archer, Miss J. M. 
Atkinson, Mrs. A. E. Busby, Miss M. E. Chignell, Mrs. C. Danger-
field, B.A., Miss M. Dawson, Mrs. R. H. Facey, Miss E. A. 
Howard, Miss H. L. Ingham, Mrs. S. Johnson, Mrs. F. P. Leach, 
Mrs. E. Moore, Mrs. G. S. Raby, Miss J. Troman, Mrs. H. Walton, 
Messrs. D. G. Ackroyd, J.P., A. S. Archer, B. W. Bailey, T. 
Bairstow, F. E. Craven, J. A. Dobson, H. Duxbury, R. H. Facey, 
S. Gray, S. Johnson, H. I. Judson, M.A., H. Pickles, H. H. Pul-
man, F. H. Richardson, W. A. Robinson, W. Sunderland and W. 
Whitehead. Miss M. I. Gray has been elected a junior member. 
Twenty-one members have resigned and two have died. Six 
names have been struck off the membership roll, as the members 
concerned were in arrears with their subscriptions. 

The membership of the Society is now 206, an increase of four 
compared with a year ago. Despite the large number of resigna-
tions, many of which were due to removal from the Bradford 
district, antiquarian ardour has not abated. It is, perhaps, not out 
of place to suggest that this very brief account of our work during 
twelve months reveals the strength and influence of the Society, 
and the importance and value locally of the work it is doing year 
by year. 

The Fifty-fourth Annual Business Meeting was held on 
October 12th, 1932. Four nominations for one vacancy on the 
Council were received, and the newly-elected members were Lieut.-
Col. H. W. Barker, and Messrs. H. R. Hodgson and W. R. Lodge. 
Eight Council Meetings have been held during the year. 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held on October 27th, 
1932, when fifty-six persons were present. The toast of "The 



Society" was proposed by Dr. A. Hamilton Thompson, M.A., 
F.B.A., F.S.A., Professor of History in the University of Leeds. 
Professor Thompson said that there could be nothing more valuable 
to our contemporaries and to the generation which was growing up 
than to insist upon the value which the history of the districts to 
which we belonged possessed, and to emphasise the continuity 
between the history of the past and that of the present. It was, he 
said, the privilege of antiquarian societies to keep alive interest in 
the past, and if the Society could make the life of Bradford in the 
past more real it was doing a fine public work. 

In December the Council submitted to the Master of the Rolls 
a protest against the destruction of documents calculated to be of 
value in historical research work. Their action arose out of the 
reported burning on an estate in North Yorkshire of a large number 
of papers which, it was thought, may have had a Bradford associa-
tion. The Council feel that some good has been achieved by the 
protest, since it indicates to the appropriate authorities that provin-
cial historical societies are vigilant in such matters. 

An appeal has been issued relative to the conservation of early 
local maps and plans, particularly those of estates and townships. 
A number of plans have already been received in response to the 
appeal, and these are deposited in Boiling Hall Museum for 
preservation. 

Further action in regard to the preservation of local ancient 
buildings has been taken from time to time during the year. 
There is now a mutual understanding between the Society and the 
Bradford Corporation in cases where old houses and other buildings, 
included in the schedule drawn up by the Society last year, are 
affected by housing or other schemes. 

Reference was made in the last Annual Report to a plan of 
Manningham made by Robert Saxton in 1613, and to the need for 
its reproduction. In response to the appeal then made for funds to 
meet the cost of the work the sum of E14 has been promised. 
The Council have decided to reproduce the plan next year in readi-
ness for its appearance in Part XVII of The Bradford Antiquary, 
where it will be accompanied by an account of Manningham in the 
seventeenth century, compiled by Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw. 

Part XXVI of the Society's journal, The Bradford Antiquary, 
was published in September. In addition to the indexes to the 
previous volume (Parts XXI to XXV), the number contains five 
interesting papers, vastly different from one another in their subject-
matter, and, therefore, of wide appeal. This issue, which has 
received excellent notices in the county Press, puts on record only 
those papers which have been compiled from original sources, 
whether the sources be lettered or not. The Council earnestly hope 
that those members who are so inclined will work at the preparation 
of original papers, so that the supply of material for the journal shall 
not diminish. In passing, it may be said that the Society would 
benefit greatly if members were to persuade their friends to realise 
that we publish a journal, both interesting and instructive. 

Mr. A. W. Millar, who has given many lectures before the 
Society on such subjects as church furniture, fonts, sanctuary 
knockers, pillories, stocks, village crosses, etc., has, on his removal 
from Bradford, presented to the Society the lantern slides which he 
made for those lectures. The slides, numbering some hundreds, 



will be available to such members who care to make use of them 
for lecture purposes. The Council thank Mr. Millar for his useful 
and valuable gift. 

The Financial Statement shows a balance in hand of [16 4s. 4d., 
compared with [25 16s. lOd. last year. The Honorary Treasurer's 
Cash Statement is on page four of this Report. 

The average number of persons who attended the ten lectures 
last session was forty-nine, an increase of three compared with the 
previous winter. The Council are indebted to the Committee of 
the Mechanics' Institute for displaying posters announcing the 
lectures; and to Mr. Ernest Cummins for printing the posters free of 
cost to the Society. The following is a list of the lectures delivered 
and of the names of lecturers 

1932 
Nov. 2 The Ickringill Family of lckringill ... ... Francis V. Gill 

16 A Tour along Hadrian's Wall ... ... Ernest Cummins, J.P. 
it 30 Members' Night ... Lecturettes by Mrs. L. Tupman, 

Dr. J. H. Rowe, M.A., F.S.A., and Messrs. G. A. Clay. 
Joseph Fell and Wade Hustwick, F.S.A.A. 

Dec. 14 The Bainbridge—Ilkley Roman Road ... Francis Villy, M.D. 
1933 

Jan. 11 Some Antiquities of the Isles of Scilly ... Mrs. Eldred Oliver 
19 25 An Oakworth Boundary Dispute in 1617 

County Alderman J. J. Brigg, M.A., LL.M. 
The Early Clergy of Bradford ... ... H. I. Judson, M.A. 
The Danby Family and the Bradford 

Grammar School ... John M. Preston 
Feb. 8 Antiquities Seen by the Wayside ... ... R. Ede England 

to 22 The Historical Value of Money Councillor F. H. O'Donnell 
Mar. 8 Place-Names ... ... ... ... Robert Saxon, B.Sc. 

go 22 Cathedrals and Historic Places ... George A. Clay 

During the summer ten excursions were organized. The 
average attendance was forty-six, a decrease of two compared with 
the previous summer. The following is a list of the excursions 
undertaken and of the names of leaders :-
May 20 Wighill, Healaugh and Newton Kyme Churches 

Rev. Prebendary R. H. M. Cooke, M.A., 
and Rev. Horace Bairstow, M.A. 

19 24 Ovenden Hall; Illingworth Church; Holdsworth House.. .W. B. Trigg 
June 10 Bainbridge Roman Camp; Danby Hall; Bolton Castle 

Dr. Francis Villy and Mr. Ralph Scrope 
24 Hatfield, Thorne and Fishlake Churches 

Rev. Thomas Romans, M.A., F.S.A., Rev. Canon J. J. Littlewood 
and Rev. W. N. Coghlin 

28 Thornton Hall; Headley Hall ... ... William E. Preston 
July 8 Kirkby Lonsdale Church; Whittington Church and Hall 

Rev. R. P. Brown, MA., Rev. John Hodgkin 
and Mr. Ernest G. Howarth, B.A. 

19 Ryecroft, in Tong ... ... ... ... Wilfrid Robertshaw 
22 Farnley Hall; Leathley and Stainburn Churches 

Mr. Stephen Fawkes, Mr. Ernest Cummins, J.P., 
and Rev. E. H. Stott. 

Aug. 9 Bolling Hall ... ... ... ... ... William E. Preston 
go 26 Hellifield Peel; Gisburne Hall and Church ... 

Mr. and Mrs. William Nicholson, the Hon. Miss Beatrix Lister 
and Rev. John Heslop, 

The Council desire to express their grateful thanks to lecturers; 
to leaders of excursions; and to the Press for the publicity the 
have given to the Society's meetings and other activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 

FRANCIS V. GILL, President. 
October 11th, 1933. 



U
 Cash Statement for the year ended 30th September, 

'5 

PAYMENTS. 

•
 

0
 

U
I
 

-
 

'-0 
C
)
 

c
N
 

'
0
 

'.0 
'.0 

0
 

'.0 
0
 

*
 

0
 

•
 

U
l
o
 

'.o
 

0
0
 
0
 

0
0
 

�j-
1.4 

Cl) 
,
 

_
l
 

1.1 
-
 

-
 

-
 

-
 

-
 

C
o
N
 

l
)
 

Cfl 
U
I
 

0
 

0
 

C
4
 
0
 

0
 

U
I
 

(
D
 

'.0 
-
 

—
I
 

d
 

C) 
U
)
 

Printing and Stationery 

and Excursions 

Insurance 

Bank Balance 

Cash in hand 

RECEIPTS. 

To Bank Balance 

0 0 0 0 .'C .0 '.0 0 C) -'

IC 0 0 N 1 '0 C -OC 
- ., _- - - — 

N 

Sept. 30. To Subscriptions-1933 

-
 

4
-
•
 

0
 

0
 

Cl) 

.; 

1j 
0
 

Profit on Annual Dinner 

—4 

C) '

Go 
 ne

-4 

are 



-4 

Bradford 
Historical& Antiquarian Society 

FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 

1934 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
have pleasure in presenting the Fifty-sixth Annual Report, for the 
year ended September 3oth, 1934. 

Mr. Ernest Cummins, J.P., retires from the office of President, 
and in accordance with custom he has been elected a Vice-President. 
The President for the year 1934-35 will be Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, 
for many years a member of the Society, and its Honorary Secretary 
since 1926. He will be succeeded in the honorary secretaryship by 
Mr. Wade Hustwick, F.S.A.A., a member of the Council since 1930. 
Mr. E. Wilkinson has resigned the position of Honorary Librarian, 
an office he has held for eight years, and the Council have appointed 
in his stead Mr. S. Saville Smith, a member since 1917. All other 
officers have been re-elected. 

The undermentioned ladies and gentlemen have been enrolled as 
members during the year :—Miss J. Hodgson, Mrs. F. Powell, Mrs. 
S. S. Smith, Miss H. Speight, Miss Stringer, Miss Walker, Mrs. 
Walker, Miss E. White, Mrs. A. 0. Whiteley, Councillor T. W. 
Hanson, Messrs. R. C. Beaumont, G. L. Brown, A. Chambers, 
R. M. Chapman, H. Gomersall, A. W. Lewis, M.A., H. Mosley, 
J. F. Musson, LL.B., F. Powell, N. V. Sowden, M.P.S., F.R.G.S., 
J. Thomson, F. C. Thornton, E. Walker and C. Whone. Master F. 
Harrison has been elected a junior member. Nine members have 
resigned and three have died. Seven names have been removed from 
the membership roll, as the members concerned were in arrears with 
their subscriptions. A number of members are enjoying the privilege 
of remaining in membership although unable, apparently, to pay 
their subscriptions. The Council hope that those who have recently 
felt themselves unable to remit their subscriptions will soon resume 
payment of them. 

The Council regret to record the death last October of Mr. John 
Lister, M.A., an Honorary Member and Vice-President of the 
Society. Mr. Lister was an active worker for the Society during the 
first twenty years of its existence, and he frequently contributed to 
the early numbers of The Bradford Antiquary. He specialised in 
ancient documents, such as local charters, the Wakefield Manor Court 
rolls and early records of the woollen trade. His. death has robbed 
Yorkshire of a very able antiquary. 

The membership of the Society is now 212, an increase of six 
compared with a year ago. Proof of the growing interest in local 
antiquarian lore may most happily be found in the fact that the 
Society has, throughout recent years of financial depression, 
been able to go forward determinedly, constantly finding fresh 



supporters and steadily increasing the size and frequency of its 
publications. It is hoped that this report of the Society's activities 
will encourage members to talk about the Society and make it known 
amongst their friends. 

The Fifty-fifth... Annual Business Meeting was held on October 
i it 1h2 1933. There having been no nominations received for the two 
vacancies on the Council, the meeting elected Mrs. C. Dangerfield, 
B.A., and Mr. J. P. Fawell to the vacant seats. Seven Council 
Meetings have been held during the year. 

The Annual Dinner took place on October 26th, 1933, when 
forty-eight persons were present. The toast of "The Society" was 
submitted by the Right Rev. A. W. F. Blunt, M.A., D.D., Lord 
Bishop of Bradford. His Lordship said that he had never taken 
much interest in the history of kings and constitutions, but rather 
in that of the everyday life of the man and woman of the past. He 
s,uggested, as a useful work by the Society, the collecting of anecdotes 
concerning, old-time Bradford worthies, and claimed that such a 
1i.story—of men who were, of the general character of the neighbour-
hood—would be a valuable piece of historical work and highly 
interesting. 

During the year 'a number of books have been added to the 
Library. These include Wakefield: Its History and People, by 
1r. J. W. Walker, O.B.E., F.S.A., purchased; Surnames, by Professor 
Ernest Weekley, 'Old Bra'dford, by William Scruton, Round About 
Bradford, by William Cudworth, and three local 'maps, presented by 
Mr. Robert Saxon; and fourteen books on historical and kindred 
subjects given by the Executors of .the late Mr. J. Beanland. 

The Library of the University of Sheffield has been secured as 
a subscriber to The Bradford. Antiquary ;  and the Society has agreed 
t exchange publications with The Yorkshire Architectural and York 
Archaeological Society and the Courtauld Institute of Art (University 
of London). 

Since the last report was issued efforts have been made to ensure 
the preservation of (a) the Dovecote (colum barium) at Gawthorpe 
Hall, Bingley ; (b) Shuttleworth Hall, Fairweather Green,,. Bradford 
and (c) Baildon Hall. Whilst no success can be reported on the first 
case, it is a pleasure to announce that the Council have prevailed 
upon the new owner of Shuttleworth Hall to refrain from demolish-' 
ing it. As regards Baildon Hall, negotiations have been in progress 
for some months, but it is feared that he Society will not be successful 
in saving this interesting house.' the Council have enlisted the 
support of the Society for the '-Protection of Ancient Buildings, but 
the concerted ‚action of the two societies would, appear, at the time, 
of writing, to have been fruitless 

Part 2 of Volume II of The "Local Record Series was issued 
in March. This number continues the series 'of West' Yorkshire deeds 
transcribed by Mr. E. E. Dodd, M.A'.,'Mr. W. E. Preston and Mr. 
Wilfrid Robertshaw, the editor.. Excellent and lengthy reviews of 
thé 'new issue appeared in the local and county Press; and it is hoped 
that Part 3,, with introduction and, indexes to the volume,, will be 
published with as little delay, as possible, as this volume has met 
with an Iencouraging reception from West Riding historical and 
genealogical research workers. - ' 



The Financal Statement shows a balance in hand of L44/4/II, 
compared with £ 16/4/4 last year. The Honorary Treasurer's Cash 
Statement is on page four of this Report. 

The average number of persons who attended the ten lectures 
last winter was fifty, an increase of one compared with the previous 
session. The Council are indebted to the Committee of the Mechanics' 
Institute for displaying posters• announcing the lectures; and to Mr. 
Ernest Cummins for printing the posters free of cost to the Society. 
The following is a list of the lectures delivered and of names of 
lecturers :-

1933 
Nov. 8 Verulamium ; or. Roman St. Albans: its Life and History 

Ernest Cummins, J.P. 
22 The Craven Highlands ... ... ... John Merrall 

Dec. 6 Old English Furniture ... ... ... Wilfrid Robertshaw 
20 The Pennines in Roman Times.. .Miss M. Kitson Clark, M.A. 

1934 
Jan, 10. Wharfedale: Past and Present 

C. J. F. Atkinson, M.B.E., LL.B. 
24 Bii-igley Churchwarden's Accounts in the Common-

wealth and Restoration Periods 
Mrs. C. Dangerfield, B.A. 

Feb. 7 Fountains Abbey •.. ... ... Arthur E. Busby 
21 The Gypsies ... ... ... Yen. F. G. Ackerley, M.A. 

.Mar. 7 Old-time Pews of the Bradford Parish Church 
Wilfrid Robertshaw 

The Firth Family of Thornton.. .Professor G. C. Moore Smith 
An Ancient Burial in the Channel Islands 

S. Saville Smith 
21 Laws of the Anglo-Saxon Kings ... A. H. Dainton, M.A. 

During the summer ten excursions were organised. The- average 
attendance was thirty-four, a decrease of twelve compared with the 
previous session. The following is a list of the excursions undertaken 
and of names of leaders. 

May 12 Kirk Hammerton, Long Marston, Askharn Richard 
and Askham Bryan Churches 

The Vicars of the respective Parishes 
16 Baildon ... ... ... John La Page, F.R.G.S. 

.June 2 Mowbray House; Kirkby Maizeard Church 
Rev. H. E. Horton, M.A., 'and F. D. Moore, J.P. 

13 Yeadon Low Hall ... ... ... Mrs. J. M. D. Barwick 
23 Kirkby Wiske, Ainderby Steeple, Bedale, Hauxwell, 

Patrick Brompton and Hornby Churches; 
Hauxwell Hall 
Francis V. Gill, Rev. A. R. Browne-Wilkinson, Rev. 
J. F. Ð. Chapman., and W. L. Wade-Dalton. 

July 4 Clay House; Sowerhy Croft; Lower Hall, Noriand 
W B. Trigg 

7 Kildwick Grange, Hall and Church ; Farnhill Hall  
W. A. Brigg, M.A., J.P., and J. J. Brigg M.A., LL.M, 

21 Blyth, Worksop and Thorpe Salvin Churches; 
Steetley Chapel; Thorpe Salvin Hall 
Canon G. J. A. d'Arcy, Rev, A. E. Lewis and 

Rev. G. E. C. Sternberg, B.A. 
Aug. 22 Marsh Hall, Northowram; Shibden Hall 

R. Bretton and Councillor T. W. Hanson 
Sep. 1 Ripon Minster and Ripon City Regalia 

Dr. C. H. Moody, F.S.A. 

The Council desire to express their grateful thanks to lecturers 
and leaders of excursions; and to the Press for the excellent publicity 
they have given to the Society's activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 
ERNEST CUMMINS, P'i'esident. 

"October 10th, 1934. 
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Bradford 
Historical & Antiquarian Society 

57TH ANNUAL REPORT, 1935 
• The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
have pleasure in presenting the Fifty-Seventh Annual Report, for 
the year ended 3oth September, 1935. 

Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A., retires from the office of 
president, and in accordance with custom, he has been elected a vice-
president. The President for the year 1935-36 will be Mr. John 
R. Lawson, for many years an active member of the Council, and 
who was Honorary Treasurer from 1911 to 1921, since when 
he has been a vice-president. Mr. Charles J. Vint, who has been a 
member for over 50 years, and Mr. Frank Banister, who has been 
a member for over 40 years, have also accepted the Society's invita-
tion to become vice-presidents. Mr. A. E. Busby has resigned from 
the Office of Honorary Treasurer, an office he has held for about 
8 years, and the Council have appointed Mr. Wade Hustwick as 
Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, 
M.A., has also been appointed joint Honorary Editor with Dr. J. 
Hambley Rowe, M,A., M.B., F.S.A.; all other officers have been 
re-elected. 

The undermentioned ladies and gentlemen have been enrolled 
as members during the year: Mr. A. E. Trout, Mr. Hy. Hull, 
Mr. H. Patchett, Mr. A. Smith, Mrs. J. E. Briggs, Miss Hodgson, 
Mr. W. J. Crossland-Briggs, M.A., Mrs. W. J. Crossland-Briggs, Miss 
Laycock, Miss F. M. Mitchell, B.A., Mr. A. Barbour, Mr. Geo. Bolton, 
Mr. E. J. Allen, Mr. J. L. I1lingworth, Aid. Wm. I11ingworth, 
F.R.I.B.A., Mrs. Dorothy Hutton, Mrs. Butler Wood, Mr. F. G. 
Phillips, Mrs. G. Popplewell, Mr. W. H. Harrison, Mrs. J. Fell and 
Mr. A. Farnell. Fifteen members have resigned and five have died. 
Four names have been removed from the membership roll, as the 
members concerned were in arrears with their subscriptions. There 
has been a steady increase in the membership since 1928 until this 
year, showing there is a growing interest in local antiquarian lore. 
It is hoped that this increase will continue in order that the Society 
can continue with the useful publication of local Antiquarian know-
ledge through The Bradford Antiquary and Local Record Series. 
Our financial position now is such as will enable the Society to 
publish one work annually. 

The membership of the Society is now 211, a decrease of one, 
compared with a year ago. It is regretted that not more advantage 
is taken of the Junior Membership of the Society, being only 2/-

per annum for persons under 18 years of age. 

The Society has lost a highly-esteemed and valued member in 
Mr. Butler Wood, who was Director of the Bradford Corporation 



Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum from 1885 to 1925, when he 
retired from public service. Elected a member in February, 1884, 

Mr. Wood served on the Council from 1887 to 1900, when he was 
elected a Vice-President. In 1903 he became President, and he filled 
this office again from 1914 to 1919. He was also a contributor to 
the pages of The Bradford Antiquary. The Society honoured 
him not long ago by electing him an Honorary Member. Mr. Wood 
died suddenly on 20th December last, at the age of 8o years. 

The Fifty-Sixth Annual Business Meeting was held on ioth 
October, 1934, when the following members were elected to the 
Council: Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A., Lt.-Col. H. W. Barker, O.B.E., 
Mrs. J. Crask, Mr. I. P. Fawell, Mr. E. V. Heaton, Mr. H. R. 
Hodgson, Mr. J. La Page, F.R.G.S., Mr. W. R. Lodge, Mr. W. S. 
Tinsley, Mr. C. Townsend, Mr. E. Wilkinson and Mr. W. A. Wilman. 
Six Council Meetings have been held during the year with an average 
attendance of thirteen. 

The annual Dinner took place on 24th October, 1934, when 
6o persons were present. The toast of "The Society" was sub-
mitted by Professor A. S. Turberville, M.C., M.A., B.Litt. (Professor 
of Modern History in the University of Leeds). Professor Turberville 
said that the kind of work accomplished by the Society was the best 
kind of local patriotism. The juxta-position of historical and anti-
quarian in the name of the Society was a testimony to the fact that 
history was not to be derived solely from books and libraries. A 
great deal of the important advance in knowledge had been due to 
men who had used the spade. 

During the year a number of books and antiquities have been 
given to the Society. These include: Peter Bussey's Dagger, and 
an old map of Shelf, given by Dr. J. Hambley Rowe; "Who's Who 
in the Waddington Family," given by John Waddington, and 
"A Fothergill Supplement of the Cupola," given by H. R. 
Hodgson. 

During the year the President has obtained several Libraries and 
Universities as subscribers to The Bradford Antiquary. and Local 
Record Series, and he is to be congratulated on his work in obtain-
ing additional revenue for the Society. 

Part XXVII. of The Bradford Antiquary was issued during 
the year, containing a Plan of Manningham, 1613, a paper on XVII. 
Century Manningham by the President, a paper on the Midgley 
Family of Headley, by Mr. W. E. Preston, and one on the Roman 
Road through Airedale by Dr. Francis Villy. 

The Financial Statement shows a balance in hand of L48/2/6, 
compared with L44/4/ ii last year. The Honorary Treasurer's Cash 
Statement is on page four of this report. 

- The average number of persons who attended the eight lectures 
last winter was forty-eight, a decrease of two, compared with the 
previous session. Thanks are due to the Mechanics' Institute for 
displaying posters announcing the lectures, and Mr. E. Cummins for 
printing the posters free of cost. The following a list of lectures 
delivered and names of lecturers :-

i. - 



'934. 
Nov. 7 Presidential Address : "Manningham 300 Years Ago" 

- Wilfrid Robertshaw 

Nov. 21 " Life in a Yorkshire Country House in the Reign of James I." 
Clifford Whone 

Wilfred R. Barker Dec. 5 Monk Bretton Priory 

'QÇ. 

Jan. 16 Francis Corker : Fighting Parson of Bradford " ... Dr. C. Corker Vigurs 
(Read by Dr. J. Hambley Rowe) 

From Damascus to Beersheba in 1934 " ... John La Page, F.R.G.S. 

Seventeenth Century Bradford Tokens " ... William E. Preston 

Reminiscences of Old Bradford " •.. ... Matthew Marshall 
Some Early Bradford Account Books and their owner 

A. E. Trout 

Jan. 30 

Feb. '3 

Feb. 27 

James Ellis, Founder of Thornton Grammar School 
H. A. Beaton, M.A. 

The Manningham Family " ... Wilfrid Robertshaw 

Mar. 13 "Our Disappearing Countryside" ... T. W. Bagshawe, F.S.A., F.G.S. 

During the summer nine excursions were organised, with an 
average attendance of forty-four, an increase of ten, compared with 
last session. This increase is consequent on the large attendance at 
the visits to Royds Hall and to Tong.Ha!i and Church. The follow-
ing is a list of excursions undertaken and of names of leaders :-

1935 

May 15 Royds Hall ... ... ... ... ... ... H. E. Sugden 

May 25 Roche Abbey and Tickhill Castle.. .Professor A. Hamilton Thompson, M.A. 

June 5 Fairfax Hall and the Grange, Menston ... ... F. V. Gill 

June 22 Selby Abbey, \Vressle Castle and Hemingbrough Church 
Rev. Canon J. Solloway 

July 3 Tong Hall and Church Mrs. H. F. M. Tempest, O.B.E., and 
Wilfrid Rohertshaw, M.A. 

July 13 Whalley Abbey and Church 'and Sawley Abbey 

Rev. 
Rev. 
and 

Canon C. H. Lambert, 
H. W. Butterworth, M.A. 
Dr. B. Wade, L.R.C.P. 

July 24 St. John's Church, Leeds ... ... ... The Verger 

July 27 Monk Bretton Priory, Worsborough Village and Church 
W. R. Barker and J. E. Barker 

Sept. 7—Guildhall, St. Mary's Abbey, St. Leonard's Hospital and Multangular 
Tower, York ... ... ... ... ... Rev. Angelo Raine, B.A. 

The Council desire to express their grateful thanks to lecturers 
and leaders of excursions ; and to the press for the excellent publicity 
they have given to the Society's activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, President. 
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Bradford 

Historical & Antiquarian Society 

FIFTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 

1936 

THE Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 

have pleasure in presenting the Fifty-eighth Annual Report, for the 

year ended 30th September, 1936. 

Mr. John R. Lawson retires from the office of President, and 

he has been re-elected a Vice-President. The Council regret that 

Mr. Lawson, through ill-health, has been unable to attend all the 

meetings and excursions during the year. Mr. Lawson appreciates 

very much the work that the officers have done during his enforced 

absences. The President for the ýear 1936-37 will be Miss H. F. 

Atack, L.L.A., for many years a member of the Council, and will 

be the Society's first Lady President. All other officers have been 

re-elected. A presentation of books on Church Architecture has 

been made to Mr. A. E. Busby as a token of appreciation on his 

resignation as Honorary Treasurer after eight years' service. 

The undermentioned ladies and gentlemen have been enrolled 

as members during the year:—Mr. Harry Priestley, Mr. A. W. 

Arnold, Miss C. Clark, Miss E. A. Smith, Miss M. Johnson, Mr. 

E. Wilson, Mrs. F. Brown, Miss Horsman, Miss E. A. Richardson, 

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Gaunt, Mrs. H. S. Butterfield, Mr. H. Balmforth, 

Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Shaw, Miss L. Dale, Mrs. W. A. Turner, The 

Leeds University Library, Miss Coates, Mrs. Lister, Mr. Donald 

Bain, Miss E. Rickards, Mr. John W. Hudson, Mr. Arthur Briggs, 

Mr. Alfred L. Todd, Mrs. H. Ellison, Mr. J. S. Scarr and Mr. J. 
Rhodes. Twenty-three members have resigned and four have died. 

Four names have been removed from the membership roll, as the 

members concerned were in arrears with their subscriptions. 



The membership of the Society is now 209, a decrease of two 

compared with a year ago. 

The Council regret to record the death last July of Mr. E. 

Wilkinson, who was Librarian of the Society for eight years and an 

honoured member of the Council. 

The Fifty-seventh Annual Business Meeting was held on the 

9th October, 1935, when the following members were elected to the 

Council:—Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A., Mrs. J. Crask and Messrs. 
J. P. Fawell, E. Vincent Heaton, H. R. Hodgson, J. La Page, 
W. R. Lodge, W. S. Tinsley, C. Whone, E. Wilkinson and W. A. 

Wilman. Seven Council Meetings have been held during the year, 

with an average attendance of twelve. 

The Annual Dinner took place on 24th October, 1935, when 

forty-eight persons were present. The toast of "The Society" was 

submitted by the Rev. Chancellor F. Harrison, M.A., F.S.A., 

Chancellor of the Dean and Chapter Library, York, who thanked 

the citizens of Bradford for providing funds for the West Window 

of York Minster, and pleaded for the transfer of documents to their 

places of origin so as to be accessible to local students. 

During the year various Libraries have been secured as 

subscribers to The Local Record Series and to The Bradford 

Antiquary, with a consequent welcome addition to the income of 

the Society which is reflected in the accounts. 

Part III of Volume II of The Local Record Series was issued 

in May, 1936, and Part XXVIII (New Series) of The Bradford 

Antiquary was issued in August. The latter contains "The 

Settlement of Ryecroft in Tong," by Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A.; 

"Bradford Mail during Three Hundred Years," by Mr. A. E. Trout; 

"Early History of the Manor of Eccleshill," by Mr. W. E. Preston; 

"Bainbridge—Ilkley Road," by Dr. Francis Villy; an "Apprecia-

tion of the late Butler Wood," by Mr. W. H. Barraclough; etc. 

It is well illustrated, and the Joint Editors are to be congratulated 

on the production of the work. 

The Financial Statement shows a balance in hand of [15 5s. Od., 

compared .with [48 2s. 6d. last year. The Honorary Treasurer's 

Cash Statement is on page four of this report. 



The average number of persons who attended the eight lectures 

last winter was thirty-four, a decrease of fourteen compared with 

the previous session. The following is a list of lectures delivered 

and the names of the lecturers :-

1935 
Nov. 6 The Manor of Tong ... Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A. 

20 The Origin of Spectacles ... ... Dr. C. W. Elson 

Dec. 4 The Bradford Mail during 300 years (with exhibits) ... A. E. Trout 

1936 
Jan. 15 The Yorkshire Derwent S. Greenwood 

,, 29 Reminiscences ... ... John R. Lawson 

Wilberforce House, Hull Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A. 

Seventeenth Century Bradford as seen from Parish Registers 
W. Robertshaw, M.A. 

Feb. 12 The Plague in Yorkshire in the Seventeenth Century 
Miss Joyce M. Atkinson 

26 Interesting Old Houses in the Barnsley District ... John E. Barker 

Mar. 11 Some Ancient Sites in the Mediterranean ... Ernest Cummins, J.P. 

During the summer nine excursions were organized, with an 

average attendance of forty-four, a number similar to last year. 

The following is a list of excursions undertaken and the leaders :-

1936 
May 13 Bradley Hall, Stainland, New Hall, Elland W. B. Trigg 

,, 23 Monk Fryston, Birkin and Brayton Churches Dr. B. Wade 

June 10 Rawdon W. E. Preston 

tj 13 Myddleton Lodge, Ilkley and Addingham Churches 
Wade Hustwick 

91 27 Malton District ... ... ... ... ... F. V. Gill 

July 8 Street Gap Farm, Dean House and Allerton Hall 
W. Robertshaw, M.A. 

ti 18 Pontefract ... Dr. B. Wade 

,, 22 East Riddlesden Hall ... W. A. Brigg, M.A., J.P. 

Sept. 5 Riccall, Stillingfleet and Skipwith Churches ... ... F. V. Gill 

The Council desire to express their grateful thanks to lecturers 

and leaders of excursions, and to the Press for the excellent publicity 

they have given to the Society's activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 

JOHN R. LAWSON, 

Preside nt. 
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Bradford 

Historical& Antiquarian Society 

59TH ANNUAL REPORT 

1937 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
have pleasure in presenting the Fifty-Ninth Annual Report for the 
year ended 30th September, 1937. 

Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A., retires from the office of President, and 
she has been elected as a Vice-President. The President for th 
1937/38 session will be Mr. E. Vincent Heaton, who has served as 
a member of the Council for some years. Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A., 
will succeed Mr. F. V. Gill as Honorary Lectures Secretary, and Mr. 
Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A., will succed the late Dr. J. Hambley Rowe 
as Honorary Editor. All the other Officers have been re-elected. 

The undermentioned ladies and gentlemen have been enrolled as 
members during the year: Mrs. J. E. Briggs, Mr. H. E. Bower, 
Mr. J. H. Binns, Dr. and Mrs. F. J. 0. Coddington, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Conchar, Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Dawson, Miss G. Knowles (re-
elected), Very Rev. E. W. Mowil, M.A., Mr. J. Murgatroyd, Mrs. 
Meakin, Mrs. J. M. Poole, Group Captain J. Sowrey (re-elected), 
Miss H. M. Trotter, Mr. W. N. Vickerman, Mr. Joe Wade and Mr. 
H. Wilkinson. 

17 members have resigned and five have died, four names have 
been removed from the membership roll as the members concerned 
were in arrears with their subscriptions, and the membership of the 
Society is now 204, a decrease of five compared with a year ago. 

The Council regret to record the loss, by death, of two past 
Presidents, Dr. J. Hambley Rowe and Mr. John R. Lawson, who died 
last May within a few days of each other. Both became members in 
1903. Dr. Rowe served two trms as President, the first being in 
1910-11, and the second in 1927-28; he was also Honorary Editor from 
1908 till his death. Mr. Lawson filled the office of Honorary Treasurer 
from 1911 to 1921, and of President during the year 1935-36. 
Obituary notices of both these honoured and valued gentlemen will 
appear in the next issue of " The Bradford Antiquary," which it is 
hoped will be published in the coming winter. We also regret the 
passing of Mr. Thomas Lord, formerly a Vice-President and a member 
of the Council, who became a member of the Society more than fifty 
years ago; of Mr. A. Robinson who was a member for 30 yers, and 
of Mr. S. Gray. 



The Fifty-Eighth Annual Business Meeting was held on 14th 
October, 1936, when the following members were elected to the 
Council: Mrs. J. Crask and Messrs. E. Atkinson, J. P. Fawell, E. 
Vincent Heaton, H. R. Hodgson, W. R. Lodge, W. S. Tinsley, C. 
Whone, W. A. Wilman. Seven Council Meetings have been held 
during the year with an average attendance of 13. 

The Annual Dinner took place on Wednesday, 28th October, 1936, 
when there were sixty-seven members present. The Toast of " The 
Society" was submitted by the Rev. Canon J. Solloway, D.D., Vicar of 
Selby Abbey, who spoke of the need for the preservation of the very 
fine Yorkshire dialect with its lovely words, beautiful phrases and fine 
stories. He also suggested that the Church should add elementary 
archaeology to the curriculum of theological colleges, as it was nothing 
short of a tragedy that men who were totally ignorant of architecture 
and archæology should be sometimes put in charge of beautiful archi-
tectural gems. 

Publication of Volumes III and IV of "The Local Record Series," 
was commenced in July, when Part I of each Volume was issued to 
subscribers. Volume III comprises the Court Rolls of the Manor of 
Haworth, now at Keighley Town Hall, and Volume IV, the Registers 
of the Independent Chapel of Kipping, Thornton, preserved at Somerset 
House, London. The Editors respectively are Mr. Clifford Whone and 
Mr. H. I. Judson, M.A., both of whom are members of the Society, 
with the co-operation in the production of the Volumes of the 
Honorary Editor (Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A.). The Council are 
pleased to announce the continuance of "The Local Record Series," 
now a recognised and established feature of the Society's work and one 
which has been the subject of appreciative comments in the Press from 
time to time. 

The Honorary Editor reports further success in his efforts to 
increase the number of institutional subscribers to the Society's publica-
tions, and to reduce the original large stock of past issues of "The 
Bradford Antiquary." Subscribers obtained during the year are the 
Hull Public Libraries, Skipton Public Library, The Royal Historical 
Society, London, and the Newberry Library, Chicago. Since Mr. 
Robertshaw launched his campaign to secure more institutional sub-
scribers, in the autumn of 1934, twenty-three new subscriptions have 
been taken up, nineteen of which are by English and four by American 
Libraries. For some years now the income derived from the sale of 
publications has been an appreciable one, and the new balance sheet 
shows a sum of £33 7s. od. received from this source during the year. 

The Financial Statement shows a balance in hand of £68 2s. od. 
compared with £15 5s. od. last year. The Honorary Treasurer's Cash 
Statement is on page four of this report. 

The average number of persons who attended the eight lectures 
last winter was 43, an increase of 10 compared with the previous 
session. The following is a list of the lectures delivered and the names 
of the lecturers : 



1936 

Nov. 11 "Public History, as told by Local Public Monuments" 
Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A. 

Nov. 25 "Levantine Antiquities" 

Dec. 9 " The Manor of Harden" 

1937 

Jan. 13 "Heraldry" 

Mr. John la Page, F.R.G.S. 

Mr. C. Whone 

Mr. R. Bretton 

Jan. 27 "The Cathedral Church, Past, Present and Future" 
Very Rev. E. W Mowli, M.A. (Provost of Bradford) 

Feb. 10 "The Manor of Clayton" 

Feb. 24 "Links in the Chain" 

Mar. 10 "Early Man in the Bradford District" 

Mr. Wilfrid Robertshaw, M.A. 

Mr, A. E. Trout 

Mr. M. Longbottom 

During the summer nine excursions were organised with an average 
attendance of 51, an increase of seven compared with last year. The 
following is a list of excursions undertaken and the leaders :-

1937 

May 5 Bradford Cathedral Treasures Mr. A. E. Simpson 

May 29 Kirkham Priory, Bossall Church 
Prof. A. Hamilton Thompson, M.A. 

June 9 Kershaw House, Luddendenfoot, Sowerby Church, Wood Lane Hall, 
Sowerby ... ... ... ... ... ... Mr. R. Bretton 

June 12 Hazelwood Castle, Saxton and Lead Churches, Towton Battlefield 
Dr. Benj. Wade, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. 

June 26 Weaverthorpe, Wold Newton, Thwing, Rudston and Kilham 
Churches, Roman Villa, Rudston 

July 7 Otley Church and Grammar School 

Mr. Francis V. Gill 

Mr. Ernest Cummins, J.P. 

July 17 Castle Howard, Sheriff Hutton Castle and Church 
Mr. Francis V. Gill 

July 21 Tyersal Hall, Fulneck School 
Mr. W. Robertshaw, M.A. and Rev. Jas. Connor, B.D. 

Sept. 4 Burnsall Church and Grammar School, Coniston, Linton and 
Hu.bberholme Churches ... ... ... Mr. E. V. Heaton 

The Council desire to express their grateful thanks to lecturers 
and leaders of excursions, and to the Press for the excellent publicity 
they have given to the Society's activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 

H. F. ATAcIX, President. 
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Bradford 
Historical & Antiquarian Society. 

60th ANNUAL REPORT. 
1938. 

The Council of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society 
have pleasure in presenting the Sixtieth Annual Report for the 
year ended 30th September, 1938. 

Mr. E. Vincent Heaton retires from the office of President, 
and ho has been elected as a Vice-President. The President for 
the 1938/39 session will be Mr. Wade Hustwick, F.S.ÆA., who has 
served as Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Secretary and as a 
member of the Council. Mr. Ernest Cummins, J.P., succeeds as 
Honorary Secretary, but Mr. Wade Hustwick will still act as 
Honorary Treasdrer. Mr. J. W. Hudson is appointed as Honorary 
Librarian. All the other Officers have been re-elected. 

The undermentioned ladies and gentlemen have been en-
rolled as members during the year : Mr. F. Ackroyd, Mrs.. H. 
Balmforth, Miss A. G. Banister, Mr. S. Benson, Miss Phyllis 
Bentley, Mrs. J. H. Binns, Mr. C. Bray, Mrs. Briggs, Mrs. A. E. 
Busby, Mr. Leonard Collins, Mrs. L. Collins, Mr. and Mrs. E. L. 
Constantine, Mr. W. B. Crump, MA., Miss G. Cuff, Mrs. J. Douglas, 
Mrs. H. Duxbury, Mr. G. Field, Mrs. A. Field, Mr. D. F. Findlay, 
B.A., Genealogical Society of Utah, U.S.A., Airs. B. H. Goodall, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gladney Haigh, Miss K. 'Al. Haley, Miss Hope Hine, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Hird, Mrs. I. Holgate, Mr. F. Ingham, Mr. N. 
Micklethwaite, Miss H. Moyris, Miss E. MacVean, Mrs. S. H. 
Moreland, Mr. H. L. Pearson, Mr. Jas. S. Ridsdale, Miss V. Smith, 
Mr. John Sparling, Mrs. W. N. Vickermaii, Sister Helen Waddington, 
Mrs. F. Wood and Mr. M. Wood, Junr. 

25 members have resigned and six have died; six names 
have been removed from the membership roll on account of 
subscriptions being in arrears, and the membership of the Society 
is now 209, an increase of five as compared with a year ago. 

The Council regret to record the deaths of three vice-
presidents, Mr. F. W. Banister, Aid. W. A. Brigg and Col. John 
Parker. None have acted as Presidents of the Society, but have 
contributed papers or addresses in past years. We also regret 
the death of Mr. Alfred Harper who was a member for about 30 
years and of Mr. C. L. Boiling. 

The Fifty-Ninth Annual Business Meeting was held on Wed-
nesday, 13th October, 1937, when the following members were 
elected to the Council: Mrs. J. Crask and Messrs. B. Atkinson, H. 
Balmforth, W. Beetharn, J. P. Fawell, H. R. Hodgson, J. la Page, 
W. R. Lodge, W. S. Tinsley, C. Whone and W. A. W.ilman, and 
Mr. J. W. Hudson was appointed as Joint Honorary Librarian. 
5 Council meetings have been held with an average attendance 
of 17. 



The Annual Dinner took place on Thursday, 28th October, 
1937 when there were seventy-seven persons present. The principal 
guest was Mr. E. Percival Smith, M.A., Head Master of Bradford 
Grammar School, whose sudden death this year we much deplore, 
and he spoke of the tranquilising influence of history and antiquity 
on the boys of today who lived in an age of speed and rumours 
of war. Mr. C. W. Towison, M.A., Head Master of Woodhouse 
Grove School compared the changes during the past one hundred 
years, particularly in the care of the aged and the young children. 

On 9th May, 1938, the President, Mr. E. Vincent Heaton, 
entertained the members of the Society to dinner, the occasion 
being the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the formation of the 
Society. There were 120 persons present. The principal speaker 
was Sir Chas. B. Peers, C.B.E., F.B.A., Litt'D., M.A., formerly 
Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments, who spoke of the heritage 
of ancient buildings and documents and mentioned that Antiquarian 
Societies were doing a great work in research. Mr. W. E. Preston 
stated that Bradford owned many valuable documents among them 
being over a thousand charters before A.D. 1400 in the Spencer 
Stanhope Collection. Among other speakers were the President, 
The Lord Mayor of Bradford (Aid. Hy. Hudson, J.P.) and Prof. 

A. Hamilton Thompson, 0.B.E., Litt.D., President of the Thoresby 
Society. 

Mr. J. W. Hudson, Honorary Librarian, has completed a 
stupendous work in preparing a catalogue of the books in the 
Society's Library, the work entailing about 3000 separate entries. 
A copy has been sent to all members, and the Council are already 
finding that the library is being much more useful to the members. 

The Honorary Editor reports a further increase in the number 
of institutional subscribers to the Society's publications. During 
the year three American libraries have been added to the sub-
scription list, namely, The Boston Public Library, the Library of 
the Genealogical Society of Utah and the Library of Congress, 

Washington. 

Sales of back issues of the publications have again been 
satisfactory, and the stock of "The Bradford Antiquary" and 
"The Local Record Series" is now considerably smaller than it was 
five years ago. Thirteen issues of the journal are now out of 
print, and of a further eight numbers, there are less than ten 
copies of each available to members and subscribers who are 

desirous of obtaining as many issues as possible. 

Part XXIX (New Series) of "The Bradford Antiquary" was 
published in March. The issue contains papers and miscellaneous 
notes relating to Bradford and West Yorkshire, and maintains 

the interest which this journal holds for its readers. 

The Financial Statement shows a balance in hand of £62 2s. 2d. 
compared with £68 2s. Od. last year. The Honorary Treasurer's 

Cash Statement is on page four of this report. 

The average number of persons who attended the eight lectures 
last winter was 61, an increase of 18 compared with the previous 
session. The following is a list of the lectures delivered and the 

names of the lecturers :-



1937 
Nov. 10th "Romance in the History of Wool. 

E. Vincent Heaton. 

Nov. 24th The Danby Family, Lords of the Manor of Farnley" 
Miss Joyce M. Atkinson. 

Dec. 8th "Lindisfarne" ... Ernest Cummins, J.P. 

11 

1938 
Jan. 12th "Roman Yorkshire" Miss Al. Kitson Clark, M.A. 

Jan. 26th "A Yorkshire Church, 1000 Years of History" 
A. E. Trout. 

Feb. 9th "Arthington Nunnery— 
Early and Architectural History" F. V. Gill. 
Post Reformation History" W. E. Preston. 

Feb. 23rd "Historic Homes of Yorkshire" ... S. Greenwood. 

Mar. 9th "An Antiquarian Ramble in the Vale of Mowbray" 
Wilfred R. Barker. 

During the summer ten excursions were organised with an 
average attendance of 53, an increase of two compared with last 
year. The following is a list of excursions undertaken and the 
leaders 

1938 

May 21st Almondbury Church, Wormall Hall and Woodsome Hall 
Taylor Dyson, M.A. 

May 25th Park House and Holy Trinity Church, Low Moor 
Miss H. F. Atack, L.L.A. 

June 1st Harden Hall, Woodbarik and Old St. Ives, Harden 
Clifford Whone. 

June 11th Horton-in-Ribblesdale Church, Little Stainforth and 
Austwick ... ... J. Foster Beaver, J.P 

June 25th Catterick Church, Middleton Tyas Church 
Cowton Castle and Church, Danby 
and Rectory. (moated) 

July 6th Bolton Old Hall, Wrose and Idle Chapel 

July 9th Wentworth Woodhouse and Rotherham 

July 20th üakwell Hall, Birstall, Pollard 
Lumb Hall, Drighlington 

July 23rd Broughton Hall, East Marton and Gargrave Church 
Miss Tempest. 

Sept. 3rd Hooton Pagnell Hall and Church, Conisbrough Castle 
and Church Rev. Prof. C. E. Whiting, D.D., F.S,A. 

J. 

Hall, 

Moulton Hall, 
Wiske Church 

F. V. Gill. 

W. A. Wilman. 

Church 
Crowther Cox. 

Gomersal, and 
F. V. Gill. 

The Council desire to express their sincere and grateful 
thanks to the officers, the lecturers and leaders of excursions during 
the past year, and to the Press for the excellent publicity they 
have given to the Society's activities. 

On behalf of the Council, 

E. VINCENT HEATON, President. 
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. j 

Ube :Ißrabtob 1bItotcat anb antiquartan %octet2 
was founded in 1878 to promote the study of archaeology, and 
the history of Bradford and its neighbourhood. 

In furtherance of its aims the Society arranges-
1. A series of Lectures on alternate Wednesday evenings 

during the Winter Session. The Lectures are 
given at 7-30 in the Science Lecture Room of 
the Mechanics' Institute, Bradford, on the dates 
advertised. 

2. Excursions during the summer, under competent 
guides to places of historical interest. 

3. The publication of The Bradford Antiquary and The 
Local Record Series. 

4. For the acquirement• and conservation of local 
documents, books, plans, genealogical charts, etc. 

The annual membership fee is 101- for adults and 2/- for 
sons under 18 years of age. The fee of 101- includes The 

Bradford Antiquary and use of the Library. Subscriptions are 
due on the 1st October. 

Members are elected by the Council. Any person desirous 
of becoming a member should apply to the Honorary Secretary, 
Boiling Hall Museum, Bradford, or to any member of the Council. 

"THE LOCAL RECORD SERIES" 

The Society has published the first instalment of Volume II 
of The Local Record Series. The volume, which is under the 
editorship of the Honorary Secretary, will comprise West 
Yorkshire charters and deeds mainly from the Hailstone 
Collection of Manuscripts in York Minster Library. Part 1 
of Volume II contains nearly 200 abstracts of such documents, 
the majority of which relate to townships in the Bradford 
neighbourhood. The price of Part 1 is 316 to members, and 
5/- to non-members, post free in both cases. It is expected 
that Part 2 of this volume will be published about January next. 

There are also still available copies of Part 3 of Volume I 
of the Series. This volume, edited by Mr. W. E. Preston, 
comprises early seventeenth century wills proved in the Court 
of the Manor of Crosley, Bingley, Cottingley and Pudsey, 
together with inventories and abstracts of bonds. The price 
of Part 3 is as given above. 

Orders for The Local Record Series, accompanied by 
remittances, should be sent to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Society, Boiling Hall Museum, Bradford. 

"THE BRADFORD ANTIQUARY" 

The Society has for sale copies of certain issues of this 
journal at prices ranging from 6d. to 1/6 a copy to members. 
Enquiries should be addressed to the Honorary Librarian, 
Mr. E. Wilkinson, 15, Booth Street, Bradford. 
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